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I'maBa 1

ITomHIO 9TOT AeHb, 6yaTo OB Buepa. MeHs MPOHU3BIBAET yKAaC TOJIBKO OT OOHUX BOCIIOMUHaHUM. C
KPOBBIO TI0 TeNy pas3nuBaeTcs 6eccunue... Ho roe-To oTHajeHHo S YyBCTBYIO HOCTanbruio. Torga st O6vlta
OPyTOii: CBOOOMHOM, 6€3MATEKHOM, C IIeBrIMHU HpobieMamMu. Torga g XKuja...

910 6BUT Oap Ha OKpamHe ropopa. [lanbHAS POACTBEHHUIIA 10 3HAKOMCTBY YCTPOMJIa MEHS Tyna
agMUHUCTPATOPOM Ha JIeTO. BRIpy4YKU OT 60raTHIX IIOCTOSIIBIIEB 3aIIPOCTO MOIJIM ITOKPHITH PACXOOE Ha
BECBh MPEACTOSIIUH TOfI, OTIJIAaTUThL y4eOy CeCcTpe B IITKOJIE, a TAKKE [AaTh BO3MOXKHOCTb MHE TIOCTYIIUThH B
yHUBepPCUTET. Bcero Tpe6oBanock ObITH YCIYKIUBON A0 TOUIHOTBOPHOCTHU U YIIBIOATHCS, IT0KA YEIIOCTh He
cBenerT.

— BUII-cTonuk Ha OankoHEe O0OCIyKHBAEIh IMYHO U OTBeYaelllb I'0JI0BOM, — CKa3ajla MHe X03sHKa
3aBeMleH’sI, BCTPEBOXKEHO ITOTIsSIIbIBasi B IIPOXOM B OXKUMaHUU rocTeii. — [IOBTOPIO, OTBEYAEIIh T'OJIOBOMH,
noHsia?!

— KoHeuyHO, — ycTano yJIsIOHYBIINCH XKEHIITUHE, S He IIOHUMajla ee maHuku. B 6ap, roe OyThIIKa caMoro
OEeIIeBOro MuBa CTOUT OOJIbIIE CTa [OJIJIAPOB, XOOUIIN TOJIBKO BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHEIE TOCTU. Tak yXK
II0BeJIOCh. Yero Torma nepexmnBaTh?

— Ecnu mM Bce TOHPABUTCSA — IOJIYYHUITh TaKWe YaeBhle, KakK 3apiulaTa 3a TPU MecCsIla, — IIPoAoIzKaia
VOUBISITH MEHS OHa. — A eCJIM HeT... YBOJIIO C BOJTubuM OusetroM. Y mo3abouych, 4TOOH HUKyHa TEOS
0oJIbIIle He TIPUHSIIIN!

— 41 moHMMalo, M9M, — Telleph ITaHWKa Iepefagachk ¥ MHe, XOTS Ha rybax BCe ellle cOXpaHsijiach
CIIOKOWHas yJIEI0OKa.

3aTsIHYB YePHBIE BOJIOCH B BEICOKMU XBOCT, S IIOTIPaBUiIa OeMAXK ¥ MOOOIIia K BXOJHON IBEPU B KOHIIE
KOpHUIOpa, KOTOPBLIM COEOUHSIII IJIaBHBIM BXOM U IIeHTPaIbHBIM 3ai. 10 olyIeHusM OpoIIia nenas
BEYHOCTH, XOTS Yachl IOKa3kIBaJIM, YTO IIPOIIJIO JIUIIh AEeCATh MUHYT, KOTa ABePbh HaKOHEI] OTBOPUJIACh.

CnepBa BOIIIEeI OXPaHHUK. BHICOUEHHEIH aM0aJl, C pyKbeM, paluei U yOUNUCTBEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM. 32 HUM
BIIOPXHYJIa MuJas OJIOHOWHKA, IIHPOKO yibibasick. OHa Ka3anack MHe papdopoBoii, HEIKHOM, HEBECOMOH. ..
Ho 6n1710 B ee memnenbHbIX T'Jla3aX HEUYTO TaK0e, OT Yero TeJjI0 MIOKPHIBAIOCh MypalllkaMH.

Hawubornblliee BlieyaTeHue IPOU3BENI UMEHHO ee CIIYTHUK. IIepBEIM OPOCHJICS B Tjla3a ero X XUBOTHBIN
ockasn. Hempon3BoJIbHO CAeaB mIar Ha3af, S Ha MTHOBEHMe MPUKpPhUIa Tna3a. Ho gaxke TaM, B MyCTOTE,
MHE BUOEJINCH IBa 0€3MOHHBIX SIPKO-TOIyOsX 03epa. OHM HeeCTeCTBEHHO Ibllanu. byaTo mBa IIaMeHu.

HamomuuB cebe, 4To s1 Ha paboTe, BRIIOXHYJIA M paclaxHyjia BeKHU, TyT XKe TJIyX0 B3BU3THYB OT CTpaxa...
HesnakoMer Teneps CTOAJ PAOOM. 3a MTHOBEHYUEe OH OyOTO IlepelieTeNl Yyepe3 OrPOMHEIN KOPUIOP U
Temnepb CMOTPEJI MPSIMO Ha MeHs. Tak 6/1u3Ko... Bes 9T0 HEpeasbHO!

Tpu oXpaHHUKA U €T0 CIIyTHUIIA 3aMePJI ¥ HaCTOPOKEHHO IISITUIIMCh Ha MEHS, C OTIAaCKOM MOTIsObIBas Ha
rnaBHoOro. OHu OyOTO XKOanu ero BepOuKTa, KaK BEPHBIE IICHI.

— IlpocTuTe, s IPOCTO... — Hejienmo mpodopMoTara 5, XOTS cepAale B rpyou 6apabaHuiio, CIIOBHO
cyMactuepnmiee. — [o6po moxkasnoBaTh! JIy4iui CTOJIMK TOTOB IJIS Bac M Ballled XKEeHHI, IPOIIy
IIPOCNENOBaTh...

OH He man MHEe JOTOBOPHUTH, mepebuB. Ero rosoc GBI JIEAEHSIIIUM KPOBb, CJIOBHO BHICTPEI U3 PYKbS
IIPSIMO B cepplle. X0TeI0Ch NacTh Iepe MOOaBIsIOIIe 9HEPreTUKOM, HO S JIHIIb 3510K0 Imoep3ana Ha
MecTe.

— HNwms.

— Py6u BoTTep, — HEPBHO CTJIOTHYB, 5 [0 HHEPIIUH yKa3asia Ha OeHIK, HO He3HAKOMel] TaK U He OTBEeJI
B3r1An. OH He MopraJi, He ObIIIA U COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO COCTOAN U3 GeToHa. Ero cBeTnas Koxa Oblia
rnagkow, 6yoro otinudoBanHoi. U penbedHOE TEI0 TOBOPHUIIO O TOM, YTO MyXK4KuHa 60jIee 4eM CUJIEH. —
[To3BoJyibTE BCe-TaKy MPOBOOUTEL Bac? Hamelock, BH OymerTe...

— BoOT CKOJIbKO 3aKaHUYMBAETCS TBOSI CMEHA? — XOJIOMHO CIIPOCHUII OH, CJIOBHO GOJIbIlle HUYEro ero He
nHTepecoBaso. OH TOYHO 3HAJI, Yero xoueT. [[pUBHIK MONIyYaTh CBOE.

KnsHych, B TOT MOMEHT IT0Ka3aJIoCch, OyATO OBl €T0 3paYKH TO PACIIUPSIIOTCS, TO CYyKAIOTCsI. ITO BBOOUIIO
MeHSI B HEKUH TPaHC: MyJIbC CTy4as B BUCKAX, IO TEJIy IPOIIia APOXKb, a IPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT CTAJIO
OBYXMEPHEIM.

— B mBeHagmaThk HOYH, C3pP, — 3a4eM-TO OTBEeTHUIJIa s, XOTHd COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO HEe COﬁHpaJ’IaCL 3TOro
menaTh. MHe CJIOBHO HE OCTaBUJIU B1>160pa, II0JaBUJIX MOIO BOJIIO.



— CIHIIKOM [OJT0, — HEeJOBOJIFHO MOKAvaJl TOJI0OBOM OH TaK MEIJIEHHO, YTO ST MOTJIa B MeIbYakInX
noapoOHOCTSIX PACCMOTPETH eT0 JIUI0. Bummumo, riraBHYIO POIb B MOJOOHON BHUMATEILHOCTH CHITPAl
cTpax. BoneBoil momboponok, YeTKO IPOPUCOBaHHbIE CKYJIH, JIeTKas YepHas 60pona, HaxMypeHHBIe OpOBU
¥ TJIa3a XUIIHUKA.

HesnakoMel TpocKaHUPOBaJI ITOMeIeHre 3a MOel CIIMHOM, 6YATO BEICOKOTEXHOJIOTUYHBIM peHTreH. Hu
OfHa IIbIJIMHKA He CMOTJIa IIPOoJIeTETh MUMO €T0 IHIIaloIero B3rasaga. Ho moueMy-To BHUMaHUE TOCTS
IIPUBJIEKJIM UMEHHO T€ CTOJIMKH, I'le CUmeNnu MyXK4uHbl. Kphlbsd HOca He3HaKoMIla 3aTpeneTanu, OyATo OH
TIBITAJICS PA3HIOXATh YTO-TO... Kak OBl CTpaHHO 3TO HU 3By4asio! A 3aTeM OH OPOCHJI CBOM B3TJISI[ Ha MEHS.

— He cMmelt cHuMaTh, — cKasarl...
Het! MMeHHO ITpuKa3all OH, CJIOBHO BEPHOM OBYapKe.

— Ho... — g He TOHMMaJa, 0 YeM pedb, a 3aTeM 3aMeTHJIa, KaK Ha 3allsIiCThe 0Ka3aJicsa OpacieT u3 6eioro
30/10Ta C KAKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM JIMMOHHBLIM KaMHeM. B 1leHTpe ero ObIJI0 BCEBUSIIEE OKO, a IO HoKam
HEeU3BECTHHIE MHE PYHBI. YBepeHa, UMEHHO 3TO YKpallleHHe HOCHUJIa «CBUTa» He3HaKoMIla 1 OH caM.
TonbKO BOT MyKYMHA MPEAIIOYEN CHIThH YKpPAllleHue UMEHHO CO CBOEH PYKH.

— CHuMenp — 6y):|;e1_ub HaKa3aHa, — OllapalllujI MEeHsd OH.

CroBa 9X0M OTO3BaJINCh B IrojioBe. U He TOIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OBLJIO B HUX CTOJIPKO YI'PO3El U HATJIOCTH, a
IIOTOMY, YTO I'Tle-TO B I'TyOMHE IIONCO3HAHUS S BEpHUjia: OH He BPeT.

— ITocnyraiiTe, BB, HABEPHOE, HE MMOHSIIN UIXA C KEM-TO MEHS COyTalld, — CIOKOWHBIN BIOX HaJICS
HEeJIerKo, HO ellle TsAXKeJiee 0Ka3aJioCh YIBIOHYTHCSA U IIPOTSAHYTDH B IIOJITHOM CIIOKOMCTBUU:

— 4 nmpocTtasa opunmanTka. Y Most 3ajaya — chesiaTh Balll BeYep MaKCUMaabHO KOMGOPTHHIM. Tak
JaBauTe XKe...

OH He OOCIyIIa, a IPOCTO... Pa3BEPHYJICS U yIen. [ Isas B CIUHY MeAJIeHHO YIaJIIBIIETOCS TOCTs, 5
MOJIHJIAa O TOM, YTOOBI 60JIbIIIe HUKOTOa He BCTPETUTh ero. C KaXKOBIM IIar0M MYXKYHUHEI B MOEI [yliie
BO3pOKOajach XXKU3Hb, CaMoo0OIafaHre BO3BPalllajock, HO... I'me-To B ry6uHe OyIIu HapacTajla TPpeBora.
[I71st Hee He OBIJIO MPUYUHEI, HO TOOOPOTH BCE PABHO HE yIaBaIOCh.

— U rpoe xe cap Kpoydopn? — eneiiHo IenHyla MHe Ha YXO0 yIIpaBagolllas, 3aCTaBUB OYHYThCA. 5
Me[JIEHHO ITIOBEPHYJIACh K Hel, COBEPIIEHHO He IPENCTaBAsA, KaK OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT BOIIpOC. Buoumo,
KEHIIWHA IOoHIa Bce 6e3 coB... [1o ee nuily mores 6arpoBEli PyMsHEL, a B IJIa3ax I0JI0NaIuCh
Kanwinapsl. CxXkKaB Kpas MeHIO TaK, YTO TKaHeBHEe BCTaBKHU IIOPBAIMCh, OHA MUCKJIBO IIPOBU3XKajla: — T
yBosieHa! YUTOoOHB! IyXy TBOETO 37ieCh He ObLIO0, MOHsIa? [[aro TP MUHYTHI!

YecTHO TOBOPS, 51 06pagoBaach HOTOOHOMY MCXOAY COOBITHI. MeCTHBIM KOHTUHTEHT MIOPO# Iyraa MeHs
IO OPOXKM: CTAPUKHU C TYTHUM KOIIIeJTbKOM BCephe3 AyMaJjik, UYTO MOTYT II03BOJIUThE cebe BCe B OTHOIIEHUHU
o6srgHOM opunmanTku. Ho Moelt cectpe ObUIO MISAITHAANATD, @ HAIIM POOUTENN TOTUOIN, KOoTHa el ObIIo
cemb. Babyika odbopMuia oneKy, TOJIBKO BOT COOEPKaTh OBYX HEBOUYEK HE MOTIa. MHE IPUXOOUIIOChH
MHOTO paboTaTh, YTOOH 00eclmeyrnBaTh HAIly ceMbi0. M1 XOTh Ha KOJJIedK JeHer HaKOMUTh He YOaJloCh,
3aTO Ha WMIKOJIbHEIE pacxombl Kimapel — Oonee yeM.

[TomHIO, KaK BRI Ha yJIUITy, S B IIOCIIeOHUY pa3 B3rJIsiHy/a Ha 6ap. [lu3aliHepsl moCcTapaauch Ha ClaBy,
u 11000 ITPOX0KUM MOT IOHSTH, UTO BXOL TOJILKO II0 «30JIOTHIM OuneraM». CliepBa s ropAouiach, YToO
MoOrJia IPUXOOUTh CIofa KaXKIbIM eHb, HO II0CTIe BCTpedu ¢ capoM Kpoydopnom He xoTena O maxe
CJIy4allHO OKa3aThCs B 3TOM HYaCTH ropofa.

BrimaruBast Bgosib TeM3E, 51 MeIJIEHHO IPHI3JIa JaBHO 3aCOXIIyI0 OyJIKY, KOTOPYIO IIOJIOKUIA B CBOHM
PIOK3aK ellle YeTHPe OHS Ha3al, KaK BOPYT Ha rjiasa [OoNajics TOT CaMbI MoJapeHHbH 6pacneT. Bymyun
pactepsiHHOY U 00ecKypaxkeHHOM, s 3a0blyia 0 HeM, a ceifdac oH OyATO IIPOXKUTAJl PYKYy, He HaBas ObIIIaTh.
[To ourymeHUsIM KOXKY CKUMAaJl He MeTasll, a pyKa He3HaKoMIIa...

— K gpsiBonty! — CymOpOKHO CTSIHYB YKpallleHUe, 5 CTIepBa Xx0Tena 6POCUTh €T0 B PEKY, a 3aTeM yBHUAEa
CHUASINEro Ha MPaMOPHOM j1aBOYKe 6€3IMOMHOI0 ¥ MOJT4a II0JI0KUIA YKPAILlleHUe PANOM C HUM. BO3MOXKHO,
OH IIPOJNACT ero UiIx OOMeHseT Ha eny...

[To3apm pe3ko OCTAaHOBWIIA MAITMHA, ITOCIBIIIAICS BU3T TOPMO30B. [10 nHEepUMY S pa3BepHYJIach U yBUAEIA
3MIUTHYIO HHOMAPKY, 3a PyJeM KOTOPOI OBINT YeJI0BEeK B UepPHOM KocTiome. Ha ynuiie GBIJIO TacCMypPHO, HO
OH IIpefdIoYes HafeTh OYKHU... DTO II0KA3aJI0Ch MHE elre 0ojiee CTpaHHBIM, YeM MEICJIb, YTO ITOH00HOE aBTO
menaeT B 6eMHOM paioHe.

— Py6u! — nocneimarncs ronoc Knapel, u g TyT ke 3a0bljla 0 Yynake, IPUHSABIINCH UCKATh I'Jla3aMU
cectpy. OHa cTosJa IPSIMO 3a TEMHEIM IIEePEX0N0M M aKTMBHO Maxajla pykaMmu. B pykax Knaps! OvIn
OHEBHUK, Ky[a PEIeTUTOD CTaBUIa el OIeHKHU. [leBOYKa HaBepHIKa II0Ty4Yniia BeICIINY 6ajlyl ¥ HaCTOJIBKO
XO0TeJla IT0XBAaCTaThCA yCliexaMu, 4TO BeiOexKajla MHe HaBCcTpeuy. — [laBay OvicTpee, uepenaxa! B gecTs



TBOETO0 YBOJIbHEHUS 6alyIlIKa HCIIeK/Ia YU3KeHK, HO S y2Ke BCe CheJa.

— IlaBHO 7¥ THI MTOJIy4Yasia I0 IMSTOM TOYKe? — OOHUMHU I'yOaMu IpolIelTaa si, mepexons gopory. ['open
3eJIeHLIN CBeT, I09TOMY II0 CTOPOHAaM s He cMoTpefia. — [laBaii-Ka g HalloMHIO Tebe...

3TO IPOU30UIO, CJIOBHO BCHBIIIKA, B3PHIB... MOMEHT — U BCE BOKPYT MEHSIETCSI, CTAHOBUTCS YEPHO-
OeseIM... IToMHIO, KaK ABEPHh MAIIMHBI PSIIOM OTKPBIJIACh, 3aTEM IIOCIEO0Ball HACTOJILKO PE3KMUM YKOJII B
IIelo, YTO S He yCIiejia Jake MOBEePHYTh rojioBy. Co3HaHMe TYT Ke 3aTyMaHUI0Ch, HO y2Kac B rjla3ax
CecTpH HaBCer{a OTHedYaTasiCsi B MOEM Cepmle.

OHa Kpuuaja, CJIOBHO HeHOpPMaJbHasi, KOTa [Ba 3MOPOBEIX aM0Oaia 3aTaCKUBaJId MOEe OHEMEBIIIee TEJIO B
MaIuHy. [Tocne, CIIOBHO OYHYBIIKCH, To0OeKasa Biepen, OyKBaJbHO KMAAsICh Ha MHOMAPKy U YTO-TO
Hepa3bopuuBo 6opMoUa. Ee KpOXOTHBIE KyJITaUKU OTYAsIHHO CTy4aliu 110 OPOHUPOBAHHOMY, KaK IIOTOM
0Ka3aJioCh, CTEKIIy, ¥ BHYTPH 3BYKa IIOYTH He OBIJIO CIILIIIIHO. YBE, KpOMe Hee U 60MxKa, Ha yIulle HUKOI'0
He OBIJIO.

— Banum Manym? — YyCIibllIaJia g OTOAJIEHHO I'OJIOC OOHOTI'O M3 noxututrenei. OHU KHWHYJIM MEHs Ha 3agHee
CUOeHte, JaXe He IBITasCh CBA3aTh. 3HAJIU, YTO TeIlepPhb A4 He B CHUJIaX JaXKe MOprarTk.

— He-e-T... — Mo# roJioc ObII HEYETKUM, POT OYATO OHEMEJI, HO U3 TJia3 BOJIHOM PUHYIUCH Ciie3bl. OT
omHOM MbIC/TH, 4TO Kilapa MOXKeT mocTpamaTh, He XO0TeJIoCh KuUThb. OHa Obljla MOMM BCEM.

— Ilpuka3za Takoro He OBIJIO, — 3aAyMYHUBO OPOTSIHYJ BTOPoi. — IToexamu. He 31u ero.

— Taxk oHa Ha MaIllMHe JIeXKUT, TIsSHb! 2KgaTh, MoKa KTO-TO ellle BEIMIOET Ha ee KpUK? Wy moKa MOUIIUS
mpubeXXUT? — HacTauBaJjl IEPBHIH, OYOTO eMy He TEPIIENIOCh IPUCTYIIUTE K Aeny. KpoBoxKaaHOCTh 9TUX
jomel mopaxajsna! — Hapmo pemmuts mpobieMy.

— Pemn, — omrapaimi BTOPO#M ITOCIe MUHYTHOM mmay3kl. KaxkeTcst, OH ToXe OB He TPOYh
«II0pa3BIeybCsi». — TOIBKO OBEICTPO U 0e3 TPpymnoB. Pa3dykpachk ee HEMHOTO.

HaBcerpma st 3amoMHMIA TOT POKOBOM IIIETYOK, KOTOPHIM B OMHO MI'HOBEHUE 3aBeJI aBTO, 3allyCcKas
MexaHu3M. Torma s y>ke 3Haina, 4To npousoiinet. [To Teny pas3nuics agpeHanvH, OTKyga-To IIOSIBUINCH
cunsl... [TogopBaBUIMCE HAa MECTe, g TJIyX0 3aKpuyala, YBULEB, KakK pPHIXKUe JIOKOHBI Kjiaphl B3METHYJIUCH
HaJ MalllMHOM, a 3aTeM I103aau pa3paics nurenok. Y tummHa. OHU IPOCTO cOUNMM ee, KaK HEHYKHBIN
mycop. Kak TkaHeBy10 KyKiy!

— YeprT, s BeOb IPOCUI... — HE 0CO00 paccTpoeHo npobopMoTan nocnenuuii. — Ilepen anbdoit
OTYHUTHIBATHCS Oymemnts cam!

Mot B3TIA 3aMep, TyOsl 3apoxkaiiu. YTo-To 60JIbHO TPOH3UJIO TPYAb, CJIOBHO BEICTPEJI B CaMOe CEpPHIIe.
O6xBaTUB pyKaMH TOJIOBY, S CXKaJla VIIIM TaK CHUJIBHO, KaK TOJILKO MOTJIa. B rosi0Be CHOBa M CHOBa
KPYTHJICS 9TOT MEP3KUM 3BYK ITafaomiero Ha acdasbT Tena.

«A 4t0, ecnu... Kimaps! 6osb1iie HeT?» — IPOMEJILKHYJIO B T'OJIOBE.
Cnuny npoiub JenssHOM OT, 3acTy4daso B yiiax. A 3ateM... [IyctoTa.
4 morepsana co3HaHUe, TaK U He Y3HAB O ee cynnbe.

OuHYBIINUCH B IyCTOM CcIlajibHe Ha IMIMPOKOM KpoBaTu ¢ 6aifaxuHOM, 5 IIOICKOYUIIa Ha MecTe U TYT XKe
ymasa ob6patHo. ['oIoBa y>KacHO rymesa, TeJlo Bce ellle Ka3aJloCh OHEMEBIINM U He MOUM. A Ha IIpaBoi
pYKe OKa3asach KalleJIbHUIIA.

[TambLBl OPOKAITH, KOTAA S PE3KO OTOpBaja KaTeTep C Uriioi oT pykKu. KakuM-To gymoM o6o1moch 6e3
mocsiencTBuil. ['OpiIo mepecoxyio Tak CUIBHO, YTO He BHIILIO AaxKe IPOIIenTaTh mapy ciaoB. 2KyTko
TOIITHUJIO, HO ITPHU 3TOM 0e3yMHEIH T0JI0 3aCTaBIIsI XXUBOT OypuyaTh CHOBA U CHOBA. [10 OIMyleHUIM 5 He
efa 1eJible CYyTKH.

Bropyr riasa HaOPOJIMCh Ha CTaKaH BOOEL y U3TOJIOBEST KPoBaTU. IIpeonoseBas 60JIb B MBIIIIAX, JKATHO
MIOTSIHYJIACh K XKUAKOCTU. IToKa Iuia, OJI0OBHHA ee NIPOTeKIla, 3aJIUB I1el0, BOJIOCHL U... IIIEJIKOBYIO
HOYHYUIKY?!

— YT0 3a?.. — IOICKOYMB Ha MECTE, 5I C y2KacOM OCMOTpeJia ce0si: ofekaa dyxKas u naxe O6enbe He Moe.
OT pacTepsTHHOCTH MIPOPEe3asics Iojioc, HO 3aKPUYaTh He yaanock. [IpOCTO He XBaTHUIIO CHIL.

TombKO B 9TOT MOMEHT I IIPOCHYJIACh HOCTATOYHO, YTOOH BOPYT OCO3HATh: S HEe AoMa. JTO OblNla YyKas
CIasibHsI, He MOS IIOCTeJIb M COBEPIIEeHHO He 3HAaKOMBIN HHTepbep. Kpome TOro, He OBIIIO OKOH, OYATO 5
HaXOAWJIach B MMOOBAJIbHOM ITOMEIEHUN.

— Kjapa... — XKen4b MOOKATHIA K TOPJIY, BHYTPEHHOCTU CBEPHYJIUCH B TyTOH y3el... 1 BCIIOMHUIA BCe:
[TOXUILIEHKE U, YTO CaMOe Y2KacHOe, XPYIIKOe TeJI0 CeCTPUYKY, pacTperaHHble BOJIOCH Ha KaroTe...



KpoxoTHBIE 3BE3[bI TTOSIBUIIMCE ITIEPEN T1a3aMy, a KOJIEHW TOOKOCUIUCh. Hy2KHO GBIIIO CPOYHO
OIOPOKHUTH KEJIYIOK, U 51 BEIOpasa OJisi 3TOTO PSIOOM CTOSIBIIVIO Ba3y.

K xomMHaTe OBUIO ABE OBEPHU: OOHA HAEKHO 3amepTa, Kak OBl 1 HU MBITAJIaCh HOCTY4aThCS OO
TIOXUTHUTEJIEN; 3a BTOPOM OKa3asjiach BaHHasA. YIUBUTEIILHO, HO Ha OAHHOM CTOJIMKE aKKypaTHO ObIIIN
CJI0KEHHBI MOU BEIIM, BEIYUINEHHBIE U OTTJIa’KeHHBIe. PsmoM Haxomusics GaHHBIN xajaT, 3yOHas 1IeTkKa,
Lenas ropa KOCMeTHKH OJIs JIMIa, Tejla, yXoda 3a BoJIocaMu... Bce 9To HaTaJIKUBaIO HA yKaCHBIE MBICIIH:
BBIITYCKATh MEHS He COOMPaIucCh.

HWMeHHO ToTrda IOCIIBIIIAJCS e TY0K IBEPHOI0 3aMKa, pe3Kuil u 6e3 KonebaHui. f 3amepia,
HACTOPOXKUBIINCE... CepfIle Yo B ISITKHU, a ABIXaHWe IepexBaTuiio. Ha 4To Boo6IIe ClIOCOOHEL 3TH JIIOOU
U OJISI KaKuX IeJjierd uM g?

— Py6u? I'me TeI? BrIXOOu, HaM HYKHO ITIOTOBOPUTH, — 3HAKOMEIH I'0OJIOC 3aCTABUII KaXKIBIM OpPraH BHYTPHU
MEeHS CKaTbCs. XPUILIBIY, HO B TO K€ BpeMs PEe3KUU, CIIOKOUHEIM, HO I0UEMY-TO OT HEr0 CKBO3HUJIO
APKTUYECKUM JIbAOM U TUTAHUUYECKUM 0e3pas3uunueM.

Br16op CBOM 51 yTpaTuiia ellle Toraa, KOTAa Iepexoausia Jopory Ha TOM 3JI0CHacTHOM cBeTodope. Temeps
BOKpPYT Oblyta KOpoOKa 6e3 OKOH M, CMOTPS IIpaBae ria3a, aBepel. [IpsaraTecs Herge, coexaTh HET
BO3MOXKHOCTH, ¥ 0CTaBaJIOCh TONLKO BHIUTH K Kpoydopay u B3TIIHYThH CBOEMY MOXUTUTEJTIO B TUIO. [a,
5T0 OBLJI UMEHHO OH!

OKOJ10 PaKOBHUHBI CTOSIJIa CTEKJISTHHAS IOACTaBKa Mo 3yOHBIE IIETKYM, YBECHUCTAs M TPOMO3TKasi. 5
THUXOHBKO IIOJHSJIA €€, CIIPsTaja 3a CIMHOM M TOJIBKO IIOCJIe 9TOr0, HaKOHEI], BRIIIIJIA.

B KoMHaTe OBIJIO TEMHO, JIUITL OOUH CBETUJIFHUK y KPOBAaTH OCBellall BCe IPOoCTpaHcTBO. Kpoydopn cTosn
OKOJIO BBICOKOTO mKada, ClenuB PyKu Ha Tanuu. Ero romosa OblIa cjierka OIylleHa, I'Jla3a CKphBaja
ThMQ, a BOT CKYJIbl YeTKO IIPOPHUCOBHIBAJINCE 3@ CUET JIy4Yel CBeTa. BRITIISIIENIO 3TO, MSATKO TOBOPS, XKYTKO.

— Py6-6-61... — B3rJITHYB Ha MEHS$, OH COIIYPHUJICS M KamHO BTAHYI 3anax. Kprelibsa Hoca 3aTpeneTany, a
XKenBaku 3aurpanu. C 3Toro MOMeHTa ero rojoc Iepeles Ha PhIK, TejIo OyaTo cTaio 0O0JIbIle,
MaccuBHee. — J1oOpo 1oxanosaTh JIOMOM.

— IMomoii? Ho Mo# moM He 37iechb... — ObIXaHue OBIJIO0 PBAHBIM, @ HAXOAUTHCSA psimoM ¢ Kpoydopmom OB110
uszngecku cnoxkHO. OT HETO UCXOOMIIA CUJIa, IIOJABIABINAsa BCe BOKPYT. Takue, Kak OH, MOT'YT BCe, U
HUYero uM 3a 3To He OymerT.

— Tenepsd 30ech, — TONMBKO U CKalajl MyK4YUHa, I0XKaB IjedaMu. f oxkunasna IONy4YUTh XOTh KaKHUe-TO
00BsSICHEHMSI, HO BMECTO 9TOT0 MOBHKCJIa TpoboBas TUlllnHa. — Kak TBoe caMo4yBCTBUe? Mou JII0Au Cjerka
nepeOOopIIUIIN C CaMOmesATeTbHOCTRIO. [IoBEeph, OHU yKe HaKa3aHHL.

— Ilepebopmunu?! — yallla TEPIEHUS JIONHYIA, ¥ MOSBHUIACh OTKyOa-TO B3SBIIASICS CMENOCTh. Creras
1Iar BIepe., s, MUHYS UHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHeHUsI, IpoKpuyana: — Bel moxuTtunu MeHs, a Kmapa... bory,
uTo ¢ Heu?! 4 gomxkHa ObITh psimoMm! OHa Bemb He MoTa... 3Bepu! MopasnbHbie ypoasl! OTMOPO3KH!

— Tume, — nmpuKaszan oH, Kak oTpe3as. B ronoce OBIJIO CTOIBKO IPEAYIPEKIEHUS, YTO CTAI0 TOIIHO.
Kpoydopz cmoTpen Ha MeHs, KaK Ha COJIOMUHKY, KOTOPYIO 6€3yMHO XOTeJI CJIOMaTh.

— BrI mokaneuynnu ee wiv maxe youiau! — U3 rja3 MOTEK/IU CJIe3Hl, KeJlaHWe YBUIOETH LEJyI0 U
HeBPeOUMYIO CEeCTPy CBOOHUIIO C yMa. £ He Morja CIOKOWHO OHIIATh, 3Has, YTO C Hel YTO-TO He Tak.
ITpocTo He MOrJa, BeOb NOKJIAIack pogurensaMm! — HeMmenneHHO oTBeguTe MeHs K Hei! MHaue...

$1 He cMoTIa HOTOBOPUTH, IOTOMY YTO IIOTy4YKjIa BHE3AIMIHLIN M OUYeHb 00JIE3HEHHBIN yaap 0o ifeke. MeHs
OTHECJIO K TPIOMO C BBICOKHUM 3€PKajIoM, II09TOMY Cpa3y yOaloCh Pa3rIafgeTh Pa3duTyio ry0y U IasbIlbl B
KPOBH.

Kpoydopq mo-npexHeMy CTOSINT Ha MECTe U faXke OPOBBIO He II0BeJI, 6yATO HUYero He MIPOU30IIIIO.
MyK4YuHa TSKEJI0 ObIIIal, CXKUMAal U Pa3XKuMall KyJlaku. MHe IT0Ka3aiock, OyATO uAealbHbIH KOCTIOM
HaTSIHYJICS Ha HeM, a IIyTOBKY 3aTpellalii.

— 4 mpepmympexkpas, — XOIOOHO OTYEKAHWII OH, TTISIAsA Ha MeHs B ynop. Ceituac oH OyaTO OLMIETUHUJICS, a
JIMIIO BBITAHYJIOCH, KaK y XHIITHHUKA Ha 0X0Te. — B Haka3aHue 3a CBOIO AEeP30CThb Thl HUYEro He y3Haelllb O
CecTpe U He YBUIUIILCS C HEU.

— YTO?! Brt He MoxkeTe peraTh 3a MeHs1! KTo BeI BOOOIIEe TaKOWU? — MOOHSBIINCEH HA HOTH, sI CIU3HYJIA C
ry0 ocTaTKu KpOBU. BKyc MeTasa pa3juics BO PTY, KaK HacTOsIIas jaBa.

— Temneps s TBOM MyK, PyOu, — omrapalliujl MeHsI OH.
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CHauyasia s pelluia, 4To 9TO KaKasi-To rilymas MyTKa. Bpomge Tex, 4YTO OTIYCKAOT MOXUTUTENIN B [EIIeBhIX
0oeBUKax, XKeJas pa3psanuTts 06cTaHoBKy. Ho HeT. OH He 3acmesics. Kpoydopn OB THUIIKOM CePhE3€EH.

— Ho Y BaC yZKe eCTb XKeHa, — I"Y6BI OHEeMEeIJIH, I'0JIOC OCelJl.

Moe noutu 6e3nEIXaHHOE TEJIo ¢1ab0 yrano Ha KPecyio, CJI0BO oceHHuM nmucT. CupsTaB JIULO B JTafOHY, S
0e3yMHO XOTeJjla BEPUTH, YTO BCE 3TO CTPAIIHEIN COH. beaymue moero noxgco3Hanusi. Ho HUKaK He
peansHOCTE! Her!

— B Hammx KyJibTypax MOXKHO UMETh Be XKeHbl. OOHY — KaK CIyTHUIY KU3HHU. [IPYTyI0 — KaK CaMKy [Jis
MIPOAOIKEHUS POfia, UCTUHHYIO OJIsT BOTYbEH HAaTypPHl, — My>KYWHA HAaBUC CBEPXY, U TEIeph g BUOesa
TOJIBKO BBHITMPABIIYIO MIUPHUHKY €TI0 CTPOTUX OPIOK. 3aTauB ObIXaHUE, ST MOJIUIAaCh, YTOOH OH HE KOCHYJICS
MeHs ¥ manbiieM. OT OHOM MBICITM CTaHOBUIIOCH XKYTKO. — Tkl — BTOpoe, PyOu. Ho ceromus s1 He TPOHY
TeOs1, mamM BpeMs puitu B cebsi. Ceromus.

— Cawmka, BO/IYbS HATypa, BTOpas XXeHa... — MEICJIM IIyTaJIuCh, I0JIOBa IIIJla KPyroM, Kak BAPYT U3 ropia
BBIPBAJICS UCTEPUUECKUN CMEIIOK. — TOYHO, S coIlfa C yMma!

— Her, Py6u, — Kpoydopa HakpsII MOM MOAOOPOIOK CBOEH JIAMIOHBIO U C2KAaJl TAK CHJIBHO, YTO CBEJIO
ckymbl. OH MOMHSI JIUI0 BBEPX, 3aCTaBIISAS CMOTPETH IIPSIMO B €ro0 IbIalolnye ria3a. Celiuac OHU ropenu
OT pa3gpakeHwus, Koraa oH peryan: — 1 — o6oporens. Tt — Most camka. U Tebe jrydire mobGeIcTpee
CBBIKHYTBCS C 9TOM MEICJIBIO, MUHAYE...

— YV6neTe, KaK ¥ MOIO CECTPY?

B Ty cexyHIoy MHe u BOpaBOy XOTEJIOCh yMepeTh. f 9yBcTBOBasla cebsl 3aKOMaHHOM B Moruie. Tam He OBIIIO0
KHCJIOPO/ia, HO ST IPOJoJIXKalla XKUTh, My4asCh KaXXgoe MTHOBEHUE.

— EcTs Belu Kyga cTpalllHee CMEePTH, Aoporasi, — XMBIKHYJII OH, a IIOCJIe... ero riasa BAPYT IIOYepHEeNu.
[Tpu MHe papyXHast 0007109Ka 3a/IUJIach Y4eM-TO BPOe Ma3yThl. 3pa¥KU PACIIUPUIIUCE, @ U3 TyD MYyKIUHBI
BBIPBAJICA CTPAHHHIN 3BYK, IOXOXKMU Ha TOT, UTO U3[AIOT PacCepKeHHble COOAKU MIIU BOJIKU. JTO OB
CaMBId HaCTOSIIUY PHIK.

41 BXKayachb B KpPecio, IILITasiCh OTOPBaTh OT cebst pyKy Kpoydopaa, Ho Hu4yero He BHII0. OHa OyaTo
IIpUpOCTia K MOEMY TeJly, CIaBlIMBas Bce CUJIbHee U CUJIbHEE.

— Tr1 cusina Opacrner, XOTS 5 IpenynpeXxaan Te0s 0 IOCNIeNCTBUAX! — OCKaNUIICS OH, U S YBUMEJa KIIBIKH.
IIBa OTPOMHEIX OCTPHIX 3y0a OYKBAIbHO BEIPOCJIM B MTHOBEHHE OKa U TEIePh JIOKHUJINCH Ha BEPXHIOK
ry0y. — Bupumo, npungercs Te6si IPOYYUTh...

MepyieHHO MaJTbIBl MYKYWHEI OITYCTUIMCH HUZKE, C2KaB I1ei0. Kpoydopa mogHsm MeHsT BBEPX, KaK MEIIIOK C
IIyxoM, 1 OPOCHJI Ha KPOBaTh Yepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY. Kak TOTBKO MO€e TEJIO YTOHYJIa B IEPUHAX, I HAKOHEI]
3aKpuyasa 4To eCTh MOYU U MONbITajlaCh BCKOYUTEL C MeCcTa. BOpyr moxutuTtens 3a0bLI 3amepeTh 3a Co00i
mBepn? Hapeskpma Bcerma ymMupaeT MOCIeqHEHN. ..

— Kyna cobpanack? — OH BO3HUK Haf0 MHOM, CJIOBHO mpu3pak. U3 HuoTkyna! OT cTpaxa s OHEMeJIa, He B
cHuilax IOBEPUTH B TO, YTO BUXKY CBOMMHU XKe Tia3aMu. CeKyHOHON 3aMUHKHU XBaTUiI0 Kpoydopnay, 4ToOw
CKOBaTh MEHS II0 PyKaM UM HOTaM, a 3aTEM CKPYTUTDb BOJIOCH B TYT'OM y3€JI, OTTSIHYTh UX B CTOPOHY U
OrouTh 11e10. — He Xouenrs OOBIYHEIN GpacieT — MOMyYHUIlb METKY.

HarnyBmmch, OH Y4ePTOBCKHM MeJIeHHO 00/TM3all KOXKY, CJIOBHO IPOo0ys ee Ha BKyC. ET0o HO3OPHU KaJHO
BIIMTHIBAJIM 3amax, OyOTO 3allaX CBeXKEHCIIeYeHHOM BEIIeYKHU B JIy4ieii JIOHHOHCKOM IIeKapHe.

— Ilpomry, — U3 r1a3 XJILIHYIH CIIe3hl, OCJIEIUB MeHsI. TeJl0 TPSCIOCh, a IPUKOCHOBEHUS MY XKYUHBI
BBLI3HIBAIM OTBpAllleHUe U OUKUHM yKac. MeHs KacaJjiCsi MOHCTpP, KaKOM-TO CTpPaHHbIN rudpun. BoamMoxHO,
KepTBa CTPAILIHLIX 9KCIIePUMEHTOB. U, 9To caMoe yzxkacHoe, Kpoydopza 6v11 nicuxom! — OTOyCTUTE MEHS.
KnssHyCh, 1 HUKOMY He CKaXy... Bel 60/bIllle HUKOTOA He YCALIINUTE 000 MHEe. MBI ceMbel yeeM us3
ropoma... Mnu gaxe u3 ctpaHbl. HaBcerga! YMmorsio...

— OuYeHb B 9TOM COMHEBAIOCH, PY6I/I, — HM3KO IIPOIIIEIITAll OH, a I'0JI0OCEe CJIBIIIAaJIOCh OUKO€E BOSGY?KJIGHHG,
IIOX02Kee Ha HEYEJIOBEYEeCKYIO Kaxny.

MrHoBeHUE — U YTO-TO BIUJIOCH B II€0. [IBa OCTPHIX LITHIPS BOH3UJIUCH B KOXKY, CIOBHO HOXKMU [JIsI CTEHKA.
PacmaxuyB r1a3a, s 11yXo 3ammuiiesnia. bomb Ovly1a HACTONBKO CUJIbHAS, YTO KOHEYHOCTHU CBEJIO OT OCTPOM
JIOMOTHL.

A 3aTeM... MeHst HaKphl/la CTPaHHAs IeeHa, CIIpsiTaBIias Mo co60i Bech HeraTus. 4 omyiana cebs
MIbSIHOHM WJIX IO KaKKMM-TO MOIIHEIM HAPKOTUKOM. YIOBOJILCTBIHE PA3/IMIOCH 10 KaXKI0W KIeTOUYKe TeJa...
OHO mapwuIo HaJ KPOBaThIO B IPUCTYyIIe O6Ia’KeHCTBa, Hera pacTeKaiach 10 BeHaM. Bce, yero xoTenoch B



9TOT MOMEHT — JIUIIE OBl 3TO He 3aKaHYHUBAJIOCh. Huxkorpa. Hu 3a 4To.

A ormytuna, kKak Kpoydbopao 0CTOPOKHO BEIHSII KJIBIKH, ¥ B TOJIOBE IIOCEJIUIach TpeBora. M3 ropia
BBEIPBAJICS CTOH, a APOXKaIie OT U30BITKA YYBCTB T'yOHI PO TallH:

— IIpomry... — YOUBUTEJIFHO, HO TEIIEPH B CJIOBA BKJIAILIBAJICS COBCEM APYTOM CMBICI. AGCOIIOTHO. —
YmMmormnsio...

Kazarnocs, kanobHble MOJIUTBEL OyITO MOACTETHYIN MYKYNHY IeicTBOBaTh ObicTpee. OH pe3kKo
OTCTPAHUJICS U C BEICOTHI 3aTJITHYJI B MOM TJla3a, IPUIyPUBIIMCE. B HUX OBIJIO TaK MHOTO 3JI0PAfiCTBa, YTO
BO PTY OIIYINAJICS MPUBKYC XKEJTUH.

PeanvHOCTSH 06pymniIach Ha IoJIOBY, CJIOBHO JKeJle3HbIM MoJoT. [Tegans, Tocka, cTpaxu, Ipo6JieMHl... Mup
BIOPYT IIOKA3aJICsl TAKUM HEYIOTHHIN, Yy2KUM, CTPAIIHLIM. f HeHaBumena cebs 3a To, YTO HE MOTJIa
IIPOTUBOCTOSITH CTPAHHBIM YapaM, HO oTAana Obl Bce 3a ele oouH yKyc. MMenHo Tak Kpoydopxa
MIPEeBpaTHIl MEeHsI B HAPKOMAaHKY.

— Tenepb THI MOsI, — IIOCTABHUJ TOUKY MyK4uHa. OGJIM3HYB ITajiel], OH KOCHYJICSI HOBOOOPAa30BaBILIEHC s
PaHEI, a 3aTeM HaflaBUJI Ha Hee. [lonia KPOBb, a TEJIO CBEJIO OT BCUBIIIKY Goyu. — [ToMHE 006 3TOM BCETHA,
Py6u.

— 41 He Mory OBITH Ballleli, — BHUMAaTEJIbHO BTISObIBAsICh B ry1a3a Kpoydopaa, s He BUAena B HUX HUYETO
yenoBeueckoro. OH Obl1 6€CYYBCTBEHHEIM 3BEPEM, He 3HABIINM TaKHX CJIOB, KaK COCTpPaJaHue,
COYYBCTBUE UM KaJ0CThb. — Tak nmpocTo He OwiBaeT... Her...

— BrIBaeT, — paBHOAYIIHO OpoCuUIl OH. BHe3amHo B3rysam IOXUTUTENSI CKOJIL3HYII 10 U3paHeHHOH I1ee,
TIOBTOPSIS IIYTh KAIId KPOBY, CKOJIb3HYBIIEH KyOa-TO B IEKOJIbTE, 3aJiepzKaJiCsi Ha MOeU TPyay, a g
3abkblla, 3a4eM npegHa3HavYeHHl JIeTKue. — 3Haelllb, @ MHE JOCTAaJICS He CaMbI¥ y>KaCHHIN BapUaHT.

Jlagoub Kpoydopaa pe3ko HaKphlJla MOIO TPYAb U CXKajla. 51 MOomkITarach 0TOPBATh €T0 PYKY, HO HUYETo He
BHIIIIIO. Mou nuHKY ObITM eMy 6e3pa3NIuyHEl, MOJIBEOEL OTIIYCTUTh — MUMO yIei. MoHCTD OB Ha CBOEH
BOJIHE.

— He TporatiTe MeHs, — CTUCHYB 3y0HhI, sI IbITaJlaCh OTOPOCUTE BCE UyBCTBA. IlepecTaTh OIIymaTh
Mep3KKe IPUKOCHOBEHUS, a JIydIlie BOOOIIe OTKITIOUUTHCS.

— 3Haelllb, a 1 HEe BUXKY NIPUYUHLI, 3aY€M OTKJIaIbIBATh HeN30eKHOE, — XPUILIIO IPOTOBOPHUII OH, XKATHO
0051M3HYB nepecoxime ryorl. Ero magoHb chbexasa K XKUBOTY, OYATO OLIyNbIBas CBOE, CxKajla KPOXOTHYIO
HOYHYIO Py0aIky 1 pe3Ko MOoTsHya Ha cebsi. TKaHb mopBajiack Tak Jerko, OyATO 3TO BaTa UM Oymara. —
OTO Bedb U TaK NPOUIOUTET.

Ha mHe OBITIO YepHOe TUIIOPOBOe Oellbe, 3aKphIBaBllliee MHTUMHEIE MECTa BHIIIUTHIMU BPYUHYIO po3aMu.
cka3zasa Obl, YTO 3TO HUaeasbHL BAPUAHT OJIsT OPaYyHON HOYM: OTOJISIONINY IO HEBO3MOXKHOCTH U
nomyepKuBawIumi gocronucTBa. Ho Kpoydopa He 6B MOMM KEHUXOM, ¥ MEHbITIEe, Yero Obl MHE
XOTeJIOCh cedidac, 4TOOLI OH IISIIUIJICS Ha MOIO TOJIYIO KOXKY.

— 4 He x04y... — TeJIO IOKPHIJIOCh MypaIIkKaMy U Haudano 6e3yMHO ApoxkaThk. Tak cunbHO, ¥To Kpoydopay
MIPHUIIIOCH IPUTBO3AUTEL €0 CBOUM, Habkl BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTPETh. — [IpoIIry, MHE HEJb34...

OI.U,'YH.IHH, Kak IepIlaBasa JJagOHb U3y4YaeT MOU I/I31"I/I6BI, s1 ObIJIa TOTOBA Ha BCe, JINIIb ORI IIPEKPATUThb 3TY
IIBITKY. Msue HE HPaBHUJIOCH, KaK OH CMOTPEJI Ha MeHs, KaK C eT0 Fy6 CiieTaJli CTPaHHBIE PBIKH, a OBUXKEHUA
CTAaHOBUIIHCH BCce 0Oojee HaAIIOPUCTBIMHU U CBOMCKUMU.

— 4 He omrymiaro 3amnaxa KPOBM, — OIIapallinjl MeHs OH. — Y TeOs HeT XKEeHCKUX JHEMH.

— Ho... — npITasick mpuayMaTh XOTh OOHY IIPUYUHY, S BBITIAINIIA IIEPBOE, YTO MPHUIIIO B TOJIOBY: — £
IeBCTBeHHHUIa!

— IIpekpacHO, — OOBOJIFHO HMPOPHIYA] MYyKYHHA, PACIJIEIBIINCE B ITyTatoIlel yiabioKe. [IBa mabIlbl
CKOIB3HYIN MeXKOy OegpaMu, pa3gBuUras CKIafodYKu. 51 pe3Ko mepHyJsiach, MLITAsACh BEIPBATHCS, HA YTO
MoJIy4ua elle OnHY Iomedyuny. — YeM ObIcTpee 51 mully Tebs 9TOM MeJlouM, TeM OBICTpee MBI CMOXKeM
IIEepeuTu K fgeny.

— YTo0?.. KakoMy meny?! — 3akphIB I'J1a3a, s CTapajiach HEIPHYTH B cebsi. Jaxe orBieub Kpoydopaa
paccupocamu. Uto yroguo! Ho 3p4...

Emy OvLJIO myieBaTh Ha MO€ BO30yKOEeHWE, TOXUTUTEITh CIIYIIa U CIIHIIIAl TONbKo cebsi. [TogyBcTBOBaB
CUJIbHOE HaTsAXKeHue B palioHe I'Pyny, MOHNA, YTO Iud MoIeTesl K ocTaTKaM HOYHylIIKe. CnycTs
MT'HOBEHUE K HUM IIPUCOEIUHUIIUCH U TPYCUKH.



MeHst 6POCHIIO B XOJIOMHBIN OT, KOTIa M3 €0 TopJjia BEIPBAJICS PHIYAIINM, TOJTHBIN YOUNMCTBEHHON ropeyun
peB:

— YTo 3a?!.. — c TpymoMm 3acTaBuB cebsl OTKPHITH I'J1a3a, S yBuAena pasdbsapenuoro Kpoydopaa. OH B
OellleHCTBEe YCTABUJICS Ha CBOIO PYKY, a KPBIIbS €TI0 HOCa aKTHUBHO TpemneTanu. MyK4YuWHa BHTIISAOEN
CTpaHHO... ByATo yHIOXaBlllee HEYTO y2KacHoe cobaka. — YepT Tebs mepu... THl Begb He AeBCTBEHHUIIA!

I[TogxBaTuB psAgoM CTOSIBIINU TOpIIEepP, OH 3allyCTHUJI €TI0 B CTEHY HAIIPOTUB, 3aCTAaBUB I'POMaJHOE 3€PKaJio B
II0JI PaCChIIIaTbCA Ha MUJIJIMOH MEJIKHMX OCKOJIKOB.

— Cyxka! — romnoc ero ObIJI KaK I'DOM, pa3pylIaBIINi Bce BOKPYT. 4 OyKBalbHO GU3KMUECKY OINyllajia CUILy
9HEepruu, ONaCHOCTH, ¥ BHYTPEHHUN MHCTUHKT KpHUYaJs, 4YTO CPOYHO HYKHO OexKaTh, IpsATaThCA... [Ja Kyaa
yropHo! JIuie GBI He IIONAaCcThCA 0L IOPSYYI0 PYKY. — Mos HCTUHHAsS — IuIoxa?!

W3paB pBaHBIM rOPTaHHBIM 3BYK, Kpoydopa pe3ko okasasics B APYroM YaCcTH KOMHATH U, O6POCUB HA MEHS
TIOJTHBEIM HEHABUCTH U IIPE3PEHUS B3TJISAH, BEIPBA/I YaCTh AePEBIHHOM KPOBATU T'OJIBLIMU pyKaMu. MyXK4YuHa
C TaKOM CUJION 3aIllyCTUJI ee B CTeHY, UTO Ha MeHs IIOCHIIIasach liejias rpyna menok. Ilpumnocs
CYOOPOKHO CIPSATATHCS 0L ONESIIO.

— 4 gyio ero 3anax. 'pe6aHyio BOHbL, OT KOTOPOX XOYETCS OIIyCTOIIUTE U IIPOMBITE XKeJIyIoK! — 3aMepeB
Ha MTHOBEHMe€, IOXUTUTENb IPUKPHIT I'71a3a, 3aTeM BHE3aIlTHO PACllaxHyJl UX U B MTHOBEHUE OKa OKa3aJiCs
y MeHs 3a cuuHOM. Ero pyka jiexkana Ha Moel 11ee. B Hell ObIT HOXK. 4 3Hasa, 4TO, €C/IM BHIOOXHY MIIU
¥3maM X0Th 3BYK, yMpy. U on 3Han. Ha 910 u 6b11 pacueT. — He noBTopsi npexxuux ommubox, Pyou.
Crnepyromuii pa3 BCe 3aKOHUYUTCS O4YeHb ITedaibHO. [ToBeps, ecTs Belu cTpallHee cMepTu. Hanpumep,
BeYHEBIe MyKHU. ['0TOBa ¥ TH K HUM, foporas?

He BrIiepKaB, 5T BCXJIMITHYJIA, TO3BOJISIS UA€AIbHO 3aTOYEHHOMY JI€3BUIO JIUIIEL CJIeTKa «IIOTJIafiuTh» KOXKY.
Ho He ycmen B Moe roJioBe ITOCEIUTLCS yKAac, KakK B KOMHATe BO3HUK BUXPh U CKBO3HSAK. MTHOBEHUE — U
cnen Kpoydopzma mpocThiy, a OBeph 3a HUM 3aXJIONMHYIach.

C MOMeHTa ero yxofa IIPOIIIo He MeHblIIe Yaca, a s Bce He MOorjia HaWTH B CUJIBEL IOOHSATHCS.
[Tpoucxopsiiee BEIOWBAJIO MOYBY U3-TIOT HOT. f Bcerga Obljla TEM YEI0OBEKOM, KOTOPHIM MOXKET HaWTH
BBIXOA M3 T060# cutyanuu. Ho He 3meck. B aToMm mopBare mpaBuia UTrpel AuKTOBann Kpoydopa.

Korpma 3aMoK fiBepu IeIKHYJI, Ha TOJIOBY CJIOBHO BBUIMJIM BEOPO XOJI0mHOU Boxel. Ho, K cyacThio, 9TO OBbLIA
b yoopimuiia. 2KeHIMHA JIeT COpoKa ATU 6e3yMHO OBICTPO BEIHECTIA BECH MYCOp, IIPOTepJia IOk U
maXke UCIIOPYEHHYIO0 MHOIO Ba3ly 3axBaTUlIa.

— IlpocTuTe, a BH He ITOfCKaXXeTe, TOe MBI HaXOOUMCSA? — OCTOPOXKHO OKJIMKHYJIa 5 ee, HO Ta Jaxe He
LIeJI0OXHYJIach, OyATO HEe CiBIIIaza MOM I'ojioCc. — BhI 3HaeTe ynuily, paroH?.. XOTb YTO-TO?..

S1 cmerasna BEIBOM, YTO OOCITy2KHMBATh MEHsSI B 3aTOUYEHNUH OyHeT riiyxoHeMas XeHInuHa. Ho rnmepen yxogom
OHAa IIOBEPHYIAaCh KO MHe, 6POCUB HAIIOCJIENOK:

— KpoBaTh 3aMeHST 6/11XKe K Beuepy. BaM Hy>KHO YTO-TO, MUCCHUC?

XoTenoch IPOCUTH ee BHITYCTUTh MeHs U3 [ofBasa, Ho Bpsan mu Kpoydopn Tak rioym, 4ToOb OACHIIATh KO
MHe HeHa[eKHHBIX JTI0fIeH.

— Bormnbie Tenneix muxaMm, — IIpoIerTasla, OTBEPHYBIINCE. Bo3Mo0xkHO, 9TO MEIOYH, HO 3aKPBITOE Oesnbe
MOTJIO CIaCTU MEHS OT HeXKeJlaTeJIbHBIX OTHOIIEHUM.

[TomHIO, KaK MHOTO 1eT Ha3ap s, Kimapa, 6a0ymrka 1 Hallu elre JKMUBbIE HA TOT MOMEHT POOUTETIA XOOUIU B
My3el UHTePhepPOoB. DTO OBIJIIO 3a HEEIIIO A0 3JI0CYaCTHOM aBapuu. Hallla ceMbst Ka3anach TaKOW ITPOCTOH,
OOBIYHO U... CHACTIUBOM.

— U Bce-TaKu HET HUYETO JIy4Ille CTaporo AOOPOro aHTIUMCKOTO CTHJISI, — MeYTaTeJIbHO MIPOTSIHYyIa MaMa,
KOTOpasi BEIPOCJIa B THIMYHOM [IePEBYIIKE U IOKa ele He 3apadaTkiBasa JOCTATOYHO, YTOOB 00€CIIeYuTh
cebe Bce «xouy». — PocKoIllHast KpoBaTh C BEICOKUM, OOUTHIM OailaXx¥HOM M3Tr0JIOBLEM U KPaCUBOM
pe3r00¥ U3 HAaTypPabHOT'O flepeBa TEMHBIX IOPOA — TIe ellle BBl YBUAUTE Takyw KpacoTy? IIITopsl ¢
OpPanupoOBKOMN, ITIOKPHIBAJIO, PACIIUTOE MEJIKMMU IBETKaMU, IIJIel B KJIETKY, MHOKECTBO IIOAYIIEK Pa3HOT0
pasmepa...

— Bce Oygmer, nmiobuMasi, — IIETIHYJI X Ha YXO0 OTell, C JTII000BIO MOLIeI0OBaB B I'yOrl. MaTh 3acMesiach u
00HsI/Ia eT0 3a TaJINI0, MIPUXKABIIUCEH TaK KPEIKO, YTO JOJIKHEI ObIIM 3aTPeIaTh KOCTH. — Temneps y MeHs
HoBas pabota. C TakuM 3apaboTKOM s KyIlIi0 Tebe BCe, Ha YTO ThI IIOCMOTPHUIIIb.

Torma s ellle He 3HaJIa, YTO UMEHHO HOBasi OIXKHOCTH IIPUHECET TOPEe B HAIIy CEMBIO U PA3PYIIUT CYIbOH.
[To myTu OOMO#M U3 pecTopaHa, rie POOUTEIN OTMeYald IPOOBUXKEHHUEe OTIla II0 KaphePHOH JIeCTHUIIE, OH
mas mopyIuTh MaMe Ha IycTou mopore. Ta Oplyia mbsiHA ¥ HE CIPaBUJIaCh C yIpaBIeHWEM, KOToa 13-3a
IIOBOPOTA BBICKOYHJI TPY30BHK.



— DTo KOMHaTa TBOEM MeUThl, MAMOYKa, — TJIyX0 IIPOIIeITana g B IyCTOTY, CMaxHyB OMUHOKYIO ClIe3y CO
meku. — TOJIBKO TYT HET IITOP W3-3a OTCYTCTBUS OKOH.

KpoBaTk 3aMeHMIM HAMHOT'O PaHbIIle, YeM ITpeAynpenuna yoopuia. [IBa Kayka BIOMUINCH OYKBaJIbLHO
4yepe3 TPUALATHL MUHYT II0CTIE IPOUCIIECTBUS U 3a CYUTAHHLIe MUHYTHL CcIeslajiu cBoio paboty. K Tomy xke
YCTAHOBUJIM I'POMafHYVIO IJIa3My.

41 He ycmesia mpuiTH B ce0si, KaK B IBEPb CHOBA ITOCTyYasiu. DTO OB MEPBHEIM pa3, KOTaa TOCTh CIpaIlnBall
MOETO0 pa3pelleHus: BOUTHU. f 3aMepiia B IPOXOJie, COBEPIIEHHO He IIPENCTaBJIsIs, YTO menaTh. Ecimu
npumen Kpoydopz, To MyKuMHa IIPOCTO UrpaeT co MHOM. Ho ecnu KTo-To ApyTo...

CTyK MOBTOPHUJICS, & 3aTEM €JIEWHBIN I'0JIOC IIPOLIeITal:
— Mory nu s BouTH, Pyou?

— [-o-ma, KOHeYHO, — 3auKasch, I HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJA, yIIaB Ha KYIIEeTKy. B aToM MecTe Bce Ka3ajioch MHe
TIOIO3PUTEIbHLIM M HacTOpaxKuBasio. Ha BCSKUI cilydall CKaB B PyKaX PYKOSITKY YBECUCTOM PacUYecKH,
pocJienuia, Kak ABepb POOKO OTKPHIJIACh U B Hee IIPOCYHYyJIack O€I0Kypas roJIOBKa.

— Munas, roe Th?

4 y3unana geByIIKy cpaldy. UMenHo ¢ Helt Kpoydopna moskanoBas B 6ap, UMEHHO OHa SBJISIACh €T0 XKEeHOU.
VBumeB MeHs, OHA PaCIIbIach B TAKOM ITUPOKOM M UCKPEHHEH yIIBIOKe, YTO MHE CTaJio XyTKO. B aToMm
ooMe JXKUBYT TOJIBKO OOJIbHEIE Ha BCIO I'OJIOBY!

— O, Bot 18I rme! Jo6po moxanoBaTh B ceMbio! MeHs 30ByT CbIoKH, BpsH i TeOe KTO-TO CKasal... —
HEePBHO 3allpaBUB KyOPsBEIE BOJIOCH 3a yX0, OHa IOCTaBUJIa T'POMamHEIYM IOOHOC C Y4eM-TO BKYCHO
MaxXHYIIUM Ha IIUPOKUN CTEKIISHHEBIHM cTOoNI. — Kak Thl TyT oOycTpounack? Bce nu Tebe HpaBuTca? 4 cama
BEIOMpasia gu3aiiH KOMHATHL. Bce coenano mo mocnegHeMy nucky Monkl! TosbKo mo3abblia o TeIeBH30peE.
Ho yxe mncnpaBuia cBoio omubKy. TaM MHOXKECTBO (UIIBMOB...

— Cpioku, — pe3ko mepebus xeHy Kpoydopmaa, st ycTaBuIach Ha ee pacTepSAHHOE TUYUKO B TIOJTHOM
HemoyMeHuH. [leByIIKa U BIIPaBOy He MOHKUMAJIAa, YTO MEHS He yCTpauBaeT. [IpUIIOCh OTUEKAHUTD €M 10
cnoraM: — BBI fepKuUTe MEHS TYT HaCUJIBHO, @ TBOM My COOMpPAeTCss MeHsI HaCuJIOBaTh. I10roBopum o
dunpmax?

— O, 910 He Tak! — BOCKIMKHY/A OHA, TOKa4YaB I'0OJI0BOM. — JIr0oOMMEIl OBIBAET JKECTOK M HE CIIEOUT 3a
TeM, KakK BefeT ce0s ¢ maMaMHM, HO B IieJioM goOpee Hero He HalTu anbdel. Kak u cunsHee. Tebe
HeCKa3aHHO IOBEe3JI0!

— OH uckKane4Yua Moo CecTpy! — BOCK/IIMKHYJIA 5, MOOHUMASICh Ha HOTU. XOTEJIOCh YIIUTIHYTh ce0s U
ybenuThcst, uTo He criutio. Yeta KpoydopmoB BocliprHUMaia BCce He TaK, KakK HOpMaJbHBIe JTiogu. To, 94To
OBIIIO OMEP3UTEILHBIM, aMOPaJIbHEIM, 3aIllPEeIIeHHBIM 3aKOHAaMU BCeX CTPax, IOJIsi HUX Ka3aJ0Ch ITPUBBIYHOM
HOpMOHU!

— OH npuKa3bIBaa auIls 3abpaTh Te6s1, TogoOHOe yuynunu oxpanHuku! [ToBepsb, OHM HaKa3aHEBI Jaxke
0oJIBIlle, YEM 3aCIIyKHUIIHU, — CTPOTO ITpobopMoTasa cebe mom Hoc ChIOKH, a B I'0JIOCe ITPope3asiuch
CTaJbHBIE HOTKH.

YienuBuuck 3a BO3MOXKHOCTE Y3HATh XOTh HEMHOTO, 51 Cllejiajia IIar BIepeq U C HaJeXKIOou
npobopMoTana:

— IIpomry, ckaXxu, 4TO C HEH...

— IIpoctu, — TAKKO B3OOXHYB, IEBYIIIKA OTBEJIA B3TJIA U IPUKYyCHUia rydy, CJIOBHO el He XBaTajlo
My2KeCTBa CMOTPETh MHe B I'Jla3a. ITO Jalio HafleXXy, YTO OHA He TakK IIofBepzKeHa «Bepe» CBOero Myxka u
He HaCTOIbKO YManuIIEéHHass. — MeHs IMyCTHUJIX CI0Aa TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO s IIOKJISIIaCch He TOBOPUTH Ha
3Ty TEMy.

— OH He y3HaeT. KnsaHycs! — yBepeHHO s cKa3asa.

— V3HaeT, — noxasa jaedaMu oHa, — Anbda MOKeT YUTaTh MBICJIM BCEX YJIEHOB cTau. Bcex, kpome
CBOEU UCTHUHHOMU...

[ToBuCIIO HEJTOBKOe MoyTuaHue. ChIOKH HaBEePHsIKA IMTO3THO CIIOXBATUIIACh, YTO JISITHYJIA YTO-TO JIMIIHEE, a 5
BOPYT IIOHSJIa, YTO MPOCTO 00s3aHa BHIYAUTH U3 HEE KAaK MOXKHO 6osbiiie nHpopMaruu. [leByiika 1ubo
MIPUKUIBIBAJIaCh TIOMHOM UANOTKOM, THOO €10 U siBNsAnach. Ho 0lHO MHe HPaBUJIOCh HETIPEOMOIMMO CUJTLHO:
OHA eOMHCTBEHHAS B 9TOM TafIOLIHUKE Pa3roBapHBaia Co MHOM. M He MPOCTO KakK C IBOPOBOM MEIIILIO, @
Kak C paBHOM.

— Yo ke? BrilbeM HEMHOT'0 4aio, PyObu? — mpepjiozkuia oHa, KMBasi Ha CTOJI.



CrI0KM caMa IIPUr0TOBUJIA COTPEBAIOIINY INMOHHEIN Yal, KallHyB TyJa HEMHOT'O HaCTOUKU. 3aTeM
OTJIOMUIIA [JIs1 MeHS JIOMTHUK MSICHOTO ITMpOoTra. YBUEB, Kak s 3aMsJjlach, OHa IIEPBOM OTIIMIIA KUOKOCTDb U
OTKyCHUJia yrouieHue, IOCMesIBIINCE:

— 4 He cobupatock TeOs TpaBUTh. 2KU3HL MHE HOpOTa.

— Ho... TToueMy? — KeJnymoK ypdajl, HO eCTh He XOTeJIOCh. DTO OBl 3HAYMJIO, JEeCKaTh, s IPUHSIIIa
TIOJIOKEHUE U CBHIKJIaCh C HUM. — TBOM My IIPUBEJI MEHS CIofa, YTOO n3MeHsATh Tebe! OTIyCTH MEHS U
BCe 3aKOHYUTCSI. Pa3Be TH He XOYeIllb 3TOr0?

— Xod4y 711 1 3aCTaBUTh BOJIKA-My?Ka YMEPEeTh OT TOCKU? X04y JIH s, YTOOBI MOM JIIOOUMEIN ocTasics 6e3
HaclegHUKa? — YOUBJIEHHO IPOTSHYJIa OHA, @ 3aTeM pa3Besia pykaMu. — TEI ellle He IIOHsJA, B KAKON MUD
nonana. CuuTai, 9TO 3TO... APyras peaurus!

ChIOKM 3aMoOT4Yalia, BHUMATeIbHO YCTAaBUBIIKUCH Ha MUpPOT. E¥ cj10BHO OBIIIO He 0 cebe, 4TOo s1 He IPUHSIa
u3 ee pyK map. Cuio¥ Boiu s 3acTaBuiia ce0si IPUABUHYTH TapeKy U OTKycuia HebGOoJbIIol Kycouek. MHe
HyXkeH ObLI JUaJior, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO eIUHCTBEHHEIN ITIaHC Ha CIlaCeHue.

— OOBsICHU MHE BCe, IPOITy, — KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOMHee ITPOrOBOpHJIa 5, BHUMATEIBLHO BIJISIALIBASICh B €€
rna3a. Brina mu oHa o6opoTHeM? YepT ero 3Haer.



I'maBa 3

— 41 He 3HaO, OTKYya MTOSIBUINUCH OOOPOTHHU, eCliu Thl 00 3TOM. HeKoTophle ITOBephs TJIACSIT, YTO 3TO
MIPOKJISIThE, OOPYIIUBIIIEECS Ha MaJeHbKYI0 MEePEBHIO CTONIETHUS Ha3af. [Ipyras 6omee coBpeMeHHa — 4YacTh
BOJIKOB MyTHpOBaJia B Halle nogobue, — IeByIIKa MaXOM OCYIINJIa YalllKy ¥ IPUHSJIACh aKTUBHO KPYTUTH
Ha masblle o6pydanbHoe Koimbilo. OHa OyOTO HepBHUYAJIA, @ 9TOT PA3TrOBOP e Ka3asCs HeJIOBKUM.

— YTo HacyeT ABOEXKEHCTBa? — B 1100 cIrpocua s, yJIoBUB, Kak ChIOKU CyeTJIMBO IIoep3ajia Ha MecCTe.
HMMeHHO 3TOT0 OHa UM CTpaIluiach. [ OBOPUTH PO aAIoIbTEP MYy2Ka € STBHO HE XOTEJIOCh.

— B Hac xkwuBeT OBe umnocTtacu. YacTh Takas ke, Kak U Thl, PyOu, — OHa yKa3aJjla Ha MEHS CBOUM IJIMHHLIM
HOTOTKOM U TYT K€ OTBejna B3risag. — OHa BI0OIsIeTCs, MBICIIUT, pa3BuBaeTcs... Ho ecTs apyrass —
XKHUBOTHad. [IparMaTuyHas, CUJILHAS, ONUPAIOIIasics TOJIBKO Ha HMHCTUHKTHL. KakK TOJIbKO 000POTEHD
YyBCTBYET KOTO-TO, KTO HUI€aJIbHO MMOOAXOOUT €MY [Ji HeTOPOXKIEHUS, OH Cpa3y OIIyIaeT cBsi3b. C TOTO
MOMEHTA OHU Hepa3OeJIbHO CBs3aHbl. OOHO 1enoe. 3amevaTiieHHl.

[ToBucna TauHCTBEHHAas TUIINHA, MHE HEYero OBIIIO CIIPDOCHUTB. YcnbimianHOe IIPOCTO HEe YKJIaAbIBaJIOCh B
T'0JIOBE, 1 HUYEero Ipujin4dHoro, oe3 OCKOp6J’IeHI/Iﬁ, Ha YM He IIPUXOOHUJIO. HOC—)TOMY A JINIIb
MHOTO3HAQ4YUTEJIbHO IIPOMEIYajla HEYTO HEBHSATHOE.

— B mpeBHUMe BpeMeHa 000POTHU KEHUJIUCh Ha CBOEH MCTUHHOM, HO OBICTPO MOHSIIH, YTO, KPOME
IIOTOMCTBA, HUYEro NOJMy4YUTh He MOTYT. JIIogu He yKWBAIUCh OPYT C OPYyroM, xkunu 6e3 mobsy,
noHuMaeIb? C rogaMu ABOEKEHCTBO CTaio HOpMoii. O60pPOTEeHbh CTaBUI Ha CBOUX XKEHIUHAX METKHU, —
ChIOKHM OT0JIMJIa IIel0, ITOKa3kIBasi TAaKOM XKe YKYC, KaK y MeHsI. — OOBIYHBIA YKYC HAapUT HETY, HO
CTaHOBJIEHUEe MEeTKU — IIPOollecc oueHb OoJie3HeHHEIN. [ToueMy MyXK He momanui Te0si cerogHs?

IleByIIKa KMBHYJa Ha MOIO I11e10, COYYBCTBEHHO cMopinuBmuck. Ho npobnema 6bl1a B TOM, 4TO O0ONM 51 HE
omyiana! Kak pa3 Hao60oporT.

— Heyxemnu mpoilecc Bcerna HacTONbKO 6G0Ie3HEeHHBIN? — 06MaHYUBO ITPOGOpPMOTaTa s, YTOOR! XKeHa HU O
YyeM He Jorafasnach.

— Ecnu 060poTeHb HE PAaBHOAYIIEH K CBOEH MCTUHHOM, CTAaHOBJIEHHE TPOXOOUT 0e300JIe3HEHHO UIH JaxKe
MIPUSTHO, — yHABIOHYIack oHa. — [la, ma! ITopo¥ MCTHHHAS U COYTHUIIA XKU3HU — 3TO OOUH U TOT XK€
yesioBeK. Ho Be3eT Tak equHUIIAM.

— YT0 HACYET MHOTOMYZKECTBA? — yBejla TEMY 51, BHE3aITHO 3aKallIgBIINCh. HaBepHsSIKa MpuYrHa Obljia B
opyroM. Anekc Kpoydopa mpoCcTo He MOT UCIBITHBATh KO MHE UTO-TO, TOMHUMO HEHABUCTH U IIPE3PEHMUSI.
OH yXke He pa3 3TO Joka3ar!

— Taxkoro TepMHHa HEeT. CamMmel CIUIIKOM PEBHUB OJId 3TOr0, — OEBYIIKa IIOOHsJIa PYKY BBEPX, ITIOKPYTHUB
mmepeno MHOM 06py‘{aHBHLIM KOJIBIIOM. — TYT €CTb MEeCTO TOJIBKO [OJIsI OOHOT'O YKPAIlIeHN .

— Ho uTo menaTs, eCnu Thl BCTPETHUIIL UCTUHHOTO? TH Beb TOXKeE... 000POTEHb? — COIIYPUBIIUCE, 5
yBHIeJa, KaK TOCK/IMBO ChIOKM OTBeJa B3TJIS K Iojy. JInbo geBylliKa y2Ke BCTPeTHIa CBoero u3bpaHHUKa,
100 TPOCTO He Iobusna MomoOHBIN 3aKOH UX CTPAHHOM PEeTUTUH.

— Ero 3anupaloT B TIOPEMe HJIM OTIIPABIISIOT Ha ApPyroi KoHTHHeHT. CaMKa Bcerfa ciabee caMlia H,
TIOTEPSIB CBSI3b C UCTUHHLIM, MOXKeT 6e3 Hero XXuTh. He To 4To camell... — BHe3aIlHO 3alHyBIIXChH Ha
[IoCJIeHEeM CJIOBe, OHa OyKBaIbHO 3afipoKalia OT cTpaxa. Ee 3payYku pacCUIMpUIIKCE, a HaIbIEl 0 TPecKa
C2KaJu Kpasi CToJla. BHO IOJ00HOE el OBIJIO TOBOPUTEL CTPOTO 3aIlPEIeHO.

HNuadbopMmanus o ToM, uyTo 6e3 MeHss Kpoydopa yMpeT, HpaBulaCh MHE YePTOBCKH CUJIBHO! Ho 3a0CTpsITh Ha
9TOM CBOE BHMMaHWeE OBIJIO OMACHO, TaK YTO S, IKOOBI IIPOITyCTUB MUMO YIIIe# BaXKHBIN (haKT, CITPOCHIIA:

— Hoquy 2Ke HCTUHHOIo CaMKHU He y61/IBaIOT B TAaKOM cnyqae? CYJIH II0 BCeMYy, B BallleM MHUPe 3TO HOPMa.

— ThI ¥ TaK YycCiiblIajia 6OJII:>H_Ie, 4YeM s MOI'JIa CKa3arTh, Py6I/I XBaTUT OIOKHUPYIOIIINUX HOBOCTEU Ha
CerogHs, — XUTPO OCKaJInjiaCb OHa. — HpI/IJIeTCF[ BBEIMAJIMBATh IIPOIIEHNE Y My2Ka BCIO HOYb.

CrnoBa Ipou3BeNY Ha MeHs CTpaHHBIN 3¢d¢eKT. 4 CKpuBHUIach 1 edBa He OIMYCTOIINIIa XKeIyOoK NPsAMO IpHU
«rocThe». Mep3Ko OBIJIO ake AyMaTh O TOM, YTO HaM IIPUAETCS OEeJIUTD IIOCTEJIb C OOHUM MYXKYUHOMN. A
TO, 4TO ChIOKM BOCIIPMHUMAJIa 9TO KaK OOJI?KHOE, CTABUJIO MEHS B TYIUK.

— BrIxomuT, — 3aAyMuYHnBO IIpoGopMoTasa s cebe o Hoc, — Kpoydopay HykeH oT MeHs pebeHok. Yamy
TOXKe MPUOETCS XKUTH B ITOBaje, Kak U MHe?

EcTecTBeHHO, 1 He coOupanach poxkaTh OeTel, Ho yeM 00JIbllle OTKPOBEHHHMYAIA IEBYIIIKA, TEM Iejee
CTaQHOBHUJIACh KapTHHA BOKPYT.

— Hukrto He cobupaeTcs mepxkaTh TeOst TyT BeyHo, PyOou! Kak TONMbKO ThI IpuMeltb anbdy 1 Kpoydopn



IMOMMET, 4TO TeOe MOKHO MOBEPSTh, OH IIepecenuT TeOs B OTIUYHLIN AoM. Twl He OymeInb HU B YeEM
HYXK[aThCs, KaK U TBOSI CEMbsI, — UCKPEHHe mmoobeIana OHa, IOJI0KHUB CBOIO JTafl0Hb Ha MOI0. MeHs
IIOPAa3uUII0, KaKOH XOJIOMHOM OblNla ee Koxka. — A pebGeHOK... KIsTHyCh, MBI C My2KeM OyIOeM JIydIuMU
POOUTENSIMH IOJII HEero!

YcibililaHHOE He Ccpal3y MPOHUKJIIO MHE B MO3T. [IpUIIIOCE TPUK AL IPOKPYTUTh CKa3aHHOE, KOTfla CyTh
HAKOHEeII-TO JoIia. f pe3kKo MoOHsIach C MeCTa, COejlaB HeCKOJIBKO IIIaroB Ha3aj.

— P-pogutensmu? A keMm Oymy si?!

— Ecimu My COTJIaCHTHCSI, TO THI MOZKEIITh aXke CTATh KPeCTHOoM! — «ycrmokouna» MeHsi ChIOKH,
IIPOU3HECS 3TO TAKUM TOHOM, OYITO S [OJIXKHA IIPBLIraTh OT CUACTbS U I1€JI0BATh €i HOTH 3a
6JIarOCKJIOHHOCTE.

— BrI moxuTnunu MeHs1, uckaneunnu Kimapy! Most moxunas 6a0yirka octanack 6e3 IpUCMOTPa, yXoAa U
TOOOEePXKU! — Teo COmPOoTasiock OT TOT0, KaK CHIBHO ST Kpudasa. [IepekuToe 3a AeHb BBITUIOCH B 3TOT
op, KOTOPHIY HaBepHsKa orIyuui Bech moM. Ho xxkeHa Kpoydopma naxe He 1Ie0XHY1achk. — A Temeps TH
TOBOPHIIIE, UTO 5 GYAY CIIaTh C 9TUM MeP3KUM yOIogkoM, 4TOOH 3avuaTh peGerKa! PeGeHKa, KOTOPOTO BEI
motoM 3abepeTte cebe?!

— Ecnu th Oymeins BecTu cebst TomoOHBIM 00pa30M, TO ellle He CKOPO YBUOUIIB COJIHIIE, — CTPOT0
oTueKaHUJa Kaxpaoe cyinoBo ChIOKY, HO, He IIOJIYYUB OTBETA, 3aCeMeHUsa K BEIXomy. — UTo Ke, 3auny
no3xke. Emb, goporas. Ter gonkHa OBITH 3TOPOBOM. B 9Ty nsaTHUIy K Tebe npuaeT ruHekosior. Her
BPEMEHU TSIHYTh.

— YepToBa cykKa! — mmogxBaTHB CO CTOJIa YallIKy, s1 OpOCcuia ee B CIUHY AeByIIKe. OT CONPUKOCHOBEHUS C
KO2Kel OHa PaCKOJI0/Iach Ha COTHH OCKONIKOB, OYITO ymapuiack 0 KaMeHHBIH mojl. — Baila cemeiika
Tsi2keJ1o 0osbHa! BEI omlacHEL O4JIst o0IiecTBal

Bcnen 3a mepBo¥ 9alllkow moTeia BTOPa, HO €# CyKIOeHO OBIJIO BCTPETHCS C OBEPHIO, 32 KOTOPOU yXKe
CKPHBIJIaChb Crpioku. OCTaBUIUCH OOHa, 1 CHOBa IIPOMOTaJIa B I'OJIOBE BCE TO, YTO y3Halla. OT4yassHbe XJIBIHYJIO
HaBHHOfI, cOuBas c HOT. YIIaB Ha KOJIEHH, 51 CXKaJla I'0JIOBY PYKaMHt U 3aKpu4dajla 4TO €CTb MOYH.

Kak TyT Ha T1a3a Momajuch CTOJIOBEIE IPUOOPHI, TAK OIIPOMETYHBO 3a0bITHE OJTOHAUHKOMN. A BAPYT OHa
cIesaia 9To cruenuanbHO? I[Toxkasesna 1 Jajna TOT CaMbIi eqUHCTBEHHBIN IIaHC CHAaCTHCD?!

Y MeHs1 ObUI OOWH HOXK, [IBE BUJIKM ¥ €IUHCTBEHHKIN IIAHC MCII0JIh30BATh BCE 110 Ha3HAYEHMI0. BapuaHToB
oKasasnoch faxe Tpu! IlepBEIii: MONBITAaTLCSA OTKPHITH IBEPDh U IIOCMOTPETh, KTO TaM cHapyXxku. Ho ata unes
Ka3aJjlachb HEMCIIOJIHUMOH ellle Ha CTapTe, COMHEBAlOCh, YTO ONLITHLIM MaHbsK Anekc Kpoydopn momycTun
HACTOJIBKO CHUJIBHEIY IIPOMAaX M yCTaBUJI ABEPH, KOTOPYIO CMOXKET OTKPHITH HOBUYOK CTOJIOBBIM ITPUOOPOM.
Iaxke ecnu KaKUM-TO YyIOM yOacTcs BeIOpaThCs, TO... YTo manbine? [JoM HalM4KaH OXpaHHUKaMU,
ogbMu, paboTatorumu Ha Kpoydopaa, u ero mojgoyMHOM KeHOMH.

Torga BTOPOI: MOKOHYUTE CO BCEM 3[IeCh U cerdac. B3siTh ocTpue, HabpaTh MOTHYIO BaHHY BOJBL U
BBIIYCTUTH OyITy Ha cBobony. OT OmHOM MEBIC/IH, YTO IPUAETCS AenuTh noctensb ¢ Kpoydopmom, MHe ObLIO
He 110 cebe, a OT HOBOCTH IIPO «CypPpOTaTHOE» MATEPHHCTBO CTAHOBUJIOCH HeYeM OHIMATh. JIerku 6ynTo
3a3KMMaJllo B TUCKH... Bce, 4To ocTaBanmoch — monnaThCcs co0Ia3Hy U COAThCS IIOKOH. ..

OTOT IJIaH Ka3aJiCs MHe HaCTOJIBKO XK€ XOPOIINM, HaCTOJIbKO U y2KacHbBIM. KOHeYHO, OyIly rpeja MEICIIb,
YTO OT MOEU CMepPTH IocTpamaeT U noxuturtenb. Ho... KTo 3HaeT? Hackonbko cunbHO? Beob B OTMECTKY OH
MOZKeT CHOBa HaBpemuTh Kiape, a eie moOUTh ¥ Tak MPeO6BIBAIOIIYIO B IIJIOXOM 3ApaBuu 6a0yIIKy.

— Yro xKe, — 0O0pedYeHHO IPOCTOHAIA 51, HIOTHUMASCh C MecTa U 3abupas HOXK CO CToJjIa. 3aTeM XaOTUYHO
HCKOpPEeXKUjla POBHO OTpe3aHHEIe Kpas IUpora, co3gaBas BUAMMOCTE TOTO, UTO €ro JIOMaJld BUJIKOU, a He
pe3anu. — Torga BapuaHT HOMeED Tpu!

OH 3akI0y4ascs B TOM, YTOOBI IPUIIPSITATh HOXK B YKPOMHOM MECTe Ha TOT ciiy4dai, Korpga Anekc u Chl0KHU
OynyT MakKCUMaJIbHO YSI3BJIEHBEI M HE TOTOBEL K MoeMy mo0ery. Takoe MecTo HaIIlJIOCh B HEOOIbIIION BEIEMKE
MeXIy CIMHKOU KPOBaTH U PE3HOU HaKIaIKOU CBEPXY.

CoenaB HeIPUHYKOEHHEIN BUT, S IIOCTaBWUIa Ha To, 4To Kpoydopn He ycTaHOBUI B KOMHaTe KaMep. I1o
KpailHell Mepe nOKa He ycuell... IHade njaH pyXHeT [0 ero Hadasa. [IkTasachk XOTh Kak-ToO COUTH TPeMOpP U
0CaJloK Iocle pa3rosopa co ChIOKY, S OTIIPaBUIaCh B BAHHYIO.

Korpma-To MHe HaMBHO MPEACTABIISIIIOCH, YTO OOUINE KOCMETUYECKHUX CPENCTB MOXKET CIIACTH U BHITIHYTh
u3 mernpeccuu b0 cioxkHOCTH. CerogHst 0Ka3ajaoch, 4YTO 3TO HajieKo He TaK. Mosi KoXa CBepKasa OT
OOPOTHX Macell U BLICOKOKaYeCTBEHHBEIX KPEMOB, a Ceplie Bce ellle ObIIIO He Ha MecTe. HakuHyB GaHHBIN
XanaT, s 3arJIsTHy/a B 3epKajio mepef BEIXOIOM. YIUBUTEIIHFHO, HO JIMI[0 3aMETHO OCYHYJIOCh BCETO 3a
CYTKH, IIO[ TJIa3aM¥ 3aJIeTJIi CHHSIKH, a TyObl OTHaBaii CTPAHHOM CUHEBOM.

— Knapa, — OTKHHYBIIIKMCE Ha IIOCTEJh M IPUKPHIB I'J1a3a, S BHOBb YBUIEJIA €€ XPYIIKOe TEJI0 M MUJIOe



nuuuKo. — Babys...

B mamMsaTé BO3HUK TOT HOCJ'[eJIHI/Iﬁ OEeHb, KOTOpBIﬁ MEI IIPOBEJIN BMECTE. Ha HeOeJIbHYIO BEIPYYKY U3 6apa g
nprobpesia HaM OUJIETH B TapK pa3Biedenuii. Knapa 3acraBuia 6abyIIKy oCcyIecTBUTh CBOIO MEYTY U
OTIIPaABUTHLCSA B KOMHATY CcTpaxa. MHI OCTaIMCh Ha YIIUIEe U XUXUKAIU Haf TeM, KaK CTapyIlIka 3a0aBHO
IIpeomoIeBaeT CBOM CTpax.

Kak BOpyT B TOJIe s 3aMeTHUJIa BHUMATEJIBHBIN B3TJISII STPKO-TOJIYOLIX T1a3. MyKYnHA CTOSII CPEIU TOJIIIHI
IIOCEeTUTEeJIEeH, HO Te CTapaTeIbHO 00XOOUIIN He3HaKOMIla CTOPOHOM, OYOTO YyBCTBOBAIX OITACHOCTSD. 10
CIIMHE IIPOIIIEJI X0JI0OAO0K, a BO PTY IIepecoxJio. 4 3HaJjla 3TOro YejoBeKa, HO He MOrJjla BCIIOMHHUTh...

— Krnapa, — OKIHKHYyJa s CECTPY, IIpephBasi ee HECKOHYaeMbIM IIOTOK pedn. — [ToCMOTpH, TH HE 3Haellb
STOT'0 MOJIOLOTO MYyXKYUNHY?

Ta O6epHYJ'IaCB U yCTaBHUJIAaChb TyHda, Kyad YKa3bIBaJl MOH Iarsel, HO TYT K€ HaCyIIuJiacChb, 6YI[TO He yBUOella
HWYEero CTPaHHOTO U IMOOO3PUTEJIBHOT O:

— Kaxkoro? TsI IIpo XOOS4YUU XOT-OOT, KOTOPHIM pPeKIaMUpPyeT 3aKyCOUHYI0?

— Ila HeT Xke, BOT... — 51 OyKBaJIbHO CIOTKHYJIaCh Ha CJIOBE, KOTAA MIPSIMO Ha MOUX T'JIa3aX CHHETJIa3bik
mpomnan. — YepT, g, KaXXeTCsI, CX0XKY C yMa, MaJlbIlKa...

— Cawma TH ManbIIKa! — 3aKaTuja rjia3a oHa, a 3aTeM yCTaBUJIach MHe IIPSAMO 3a CIUHY. — YBepeHa,
9TOT cTapukK Ha Tebs 3anan! OH Bpofe HUYEro, CeKcyaibHHH... Ho BEIpaxkeHnue nuna, 6YOTO Chell KaMeHb.

— I'me? — o6GepHYBIINUCH, ST B MTHOBEHHE OKa MOTEpsiia Aap pedu. ITO ObIJT TOT caMblii HeKTo. OH CTOSII
Tak 6/113K0... Kakux-TO OecsiTh mIaroB pas3fesisiid Hac OT COIPUKOCHOBeHUs. Korga MyK4uHa coesian
IIepBHIY AT Blepeq, s B3OPOrHyJsa U OTIIaTHYIACh.

— Yro He Tak, Pybu? — mepemnonomuaack CeCTpa, OCMaTpuBas yJully Ha IpeaMeT ormacHocTu. HecmoTps
Ha ee I0HBEIY BO3PAacCT, HpaB y Hee ObLI mep3kuii. OHa pacTep3asa Ol T000r0, KTO II0XKelal MHe 371a.

— Hawm HyXHO y#TH, — KPaTKO CO00IIMIa g eli, He BHIIyCKas U3 BHUMAaHUA cuHerna3zoro. OH 6yaro Ob
VCIIBIIIIa MOU CJIOBa U €XUOHO ycMexHycs. Ero nurtan Mot cTpax, genasi CUibHee.

— Xopo11o, TOMBKO HoxaeMcs: 6abyIKy u... — IPeOJIoXKuIa OHa, HO s TYT XKe mepebua:
— Ceitdac! 4 1I03BOHIO €l, IIONIPOITY ITOJOUTH IIPSIMO K MallluHe.

— Be3 npob6nem. Kak TH ckaxerlns, Tak u 6yneTt! — MeHs oTBiekia yiubioka Knapel. OHa ymena menaTh 9TO
TaK HEXKHO, pOOKO ¥ UCKPEHHE, YTO B cepalie OyATO CTPEJISIN U3 JIyKa 3apsiioM Teljia U c4acThsi. CecTpa
ObLIa Takas KpacuBas... YHACJIeOoBaBIIas BCe JIydlllee OT MaTeEPU U OTLa. BOpyr ee cBeTiioe TUYUKO
mo6emHers1o, a TyOhl PACTSIHYIHUCH B IIPOTSAKHOM CTOHEe. — O, OOTH...

ITpocnenus 3a ee B3TIAO0M, S BOPYT... BckpukHyna. OH cTOAN 3a CIMHOU. Briuxke, 4yeM Ha pacCTOSTHUU
BRITSIHYTOM pyKu. Biuzke, ueM Bce Ha cBeTe. 3aropoaus Kiapy coboi, s He IT03BOJIUIIa EMY KOCHYThCS
CECTPEI U IIaJIbIIEeM. YeTKO Aajia IIOHATh, YTO HE3HAKOMITY en He HaBpPEeOuTh.

— KT0 BEI? — mmpoGopMoOTasia 060MIEeBIIMME I'y0aMu, HO My2KYMHA ¥ CJIOBOM He 0OMOIBHUJiICS. Jlrogu
BOKPYT IIPOJIOJIKAIH 3aHUMAaThCSI CBOMMU OelaMH, CTIOBHO HUUET0 He MMPOUCXoauIo. — YUTo BaM HYKHO?

— Te1, PyOu. Pa3Be TH He 3HaelIb? — II0XKaJI IIJIeYaMy CHHErJIa3kld, OyATO 3TO HEYTO PEIIeHHOe, CaMO
coboit pasymerorieecs. Bo3myx BOKPYr MeHsI 3aQbIMUIICS, 3aKJIYOUJICS, ¥ JIIOOU Ha yIulle mmpomanu. 5
o6epHyack, yBULIEB CO CTOPOHE!, KaK Ha Kiapy Hae3xkaeT MalInHa. MraoBeHre — ¥ Bce BOKPYT IIPOIAJIO.
CHOBa BOKPYT OKa3aIuCh CTEHBLI 3HAKOMOTO IofaBasa!

— YTo0 3a?.. — B MaMsTH BCIJIBLIO Bce... Kak g morina 3abeITh Astekca Kpoydopmoa? Kak He Moria
IIO4YyBCTBOBAaTh, YTO CIJIIO?!

— Te1 Bce paBHO Oynelllb MOeM, oporasi, — MHOTO3HAUUTEJIbHO IIOSICHUII OH, BO3BHIIIASICh CBEPXY.
oIlyIaja ero MOIlb, CUJy, BUEJa KJILIKU. BpoBU ObIIM COBUHYTH Ha IEPEHOCHUIIE, @ PYKU 3HAKOMO
CJI0KEeHHI Ha Ipynu. Berno u xkagHO OKWHYB MEHSI YePHBIM B3TJIIAOM, OH 00u3arn ryosl, 6ynoTo
npenynpexnas o 4eM-To HexopolreM. Crenas mar Buepen, Kpoydbopn 3aMep y MeHsT MeXIy HOT, a Moe
TeJo napanu3oBano. OH MOT cAenaTh BCe, YTO IOXKeJaeT, HO II04YeMy-TO BOPYT OCTaHOBUII CBOIO JIaflOHb Ha
HOJINYyTU KO MHE... — YXKe CKOpO.

51 momopBanack Ha IIOCTENH, CJIOBHO OT TOTYKA, B HEMOM KpUKe. Mo¥ MOXUTUTEIH OBINT ITOBCIOAY: BO CHaX U
HasBy. BeKM 3aKpHIBAIKCh, HO ST He MOTJIa IT03BOJIUTh AJIEKCY BEPHYTHCS U UCIIOPTUTDL OUepemHoe
IpeKpacHoe BocroMuHaHue. [109TOMy HalllJla MyAbT OT TEJIEBU30Pa U BKJTIOYMJIa KDUMUHAIBHBIN KaHal.
HMeHHO Ha HEM B KPYTJIOCYyTOYHOM PeXKUMe YBEIOMJISIIIU 000 BCEX MPOUCIIECTBUSAX Topoaa JIoHaoHa.
B03MO0OXKHO, 0YeHb CKOPO TaM IIPOMEILKHET UM CEeCTPHL... f XKOaa XOTh KaKHUX-TO HOBOCTEH TakK XKe



CUJIBHO, KaK U CTpallInjIaCh.

3a YeTwIpe Yaca MHE yOaJioCh Y3HATh PO TPU aBapWH, OJUH I102Kap U IIeJIBIX YeTHIpe IPOUCIIECTBUSI.
HwukTo He roBOpuMJI 0 TpyIlax MaJeHbKUX AeBOYEK, OPOIIeHHEIX Ha mopore. U yx TeMm 6ojiee peuu o
fonbHUIE He 11I0. Ho MoYyeMy-TO BEIIOXHYTH C 006JIeTYeHNEeM TaK U He BHIIILIO.

— ITecTs yTPa, — ycrano npobopmoTana s, yBUmeB Oeryyio CTpoky BHU3Y. — CoJHIle yKe B3OIIJIO...

BrepBrie MHE TaK CHJIBHO XOTEIOCH YBUAETH BOCxoM. CIIOBHO I'JIOTOK CBEZKET0 BO3[yXa UM CTaKaH
XOJIOIHOM BOAHI B 2Kapy. £ 3ambIxanack B 3TOM YePTOBOM TEMHOM KOMoOpKe. C KaXXOo¥ CEeKyHMOM OHa
CJIOBHO Cy2XKaJlaCh, CTAHOBHUJIACh TECHEE U [aBHJjIa BCe OOJIbIle U OOJIbIIE.

$1 HaYasla CyOJOPOXKHO KOTIAaThCS B BOCTIOMUHAHUAX, HO HUUET0 He HalllJla. PaHbIe 3TO OBIIIO HE BaXKHO.
OKpyKarlni MUP Ka3aJiCsl IPUBEIYHEIM U BCE BOKPYT caMo co60i pasymeroimumcsi. KTo Gl 3Ha, 4TO
OymeT masblie...

— MBI ToNy4Yusu nepBble KaZphl C MecTa IIPeCcTyIJIeHus, ITopaXKalollie CBOeH KeCTOKOCTRIO... —
yCIBIIana s KpaeM yXa ¥ COCPeIOoTOYNIIa BHUMaHue Ha 9KpaHe. DTO ObIT 9KCTPEHHBIN BHIITYCK HOBOCTEH.
C cepbe3HBEIM BUOM Befdylllas YUTaja CBOM TEKCT, a Ha 3afHEM IIJlaHe II0Ka3bkIBajld Y OJITOH-OH-TeM3a,
Cyppeti. ITpuropopn JIoHmoHa OB yCesTH Ta30HHOW TPABOM, [IBETAMU, TysSIMH... [I[peKpacHOe MEeCTO IJist
CITOKOMHOM KU3HU C AeThMH. TOJILKO CefYac 3arOPOAHBIM YYaCTOK OTHOI'O M3 ITMKAPHBIX JOMOB OB
nmepeBepHYT OoT U 70. OTPOMHEIE BEKOBEIE IEPEBhs BEIPBAHLI C KOPHEM, IeTCKas IIJIolaKa UCKOpeXkeHa,
mepeBsiHHas Oecegka pa3oOpaHa OO OCHOBAHMS, CaM [JOM CEPhE3HO MocTpanal. Ho caMoe ykacHoOe, 94TO
Cpemu BCETO 3TOT0 yzKaca BajsiIuch pa3bpocaHHble OCTaHKU YenoBeka. — C IIepBOTo B3TIsIa KaxkeTcs,
YTO IIPOIIIesI yparaH, CMepy4 uiu TardpyH, HO 3TO He TakK. [IoNuIusa CKIOHSETCS K BRIBOAY, YUTO Ha NOM
ceMbu ['epOepIIMpPOB HAIlAI0 KOMIEKTOPCKOEe areHTCTBO, KoTopoMy [TuTep I'epbepiup 3ag0iizKail OKOIOo
IIOJIyTOpa MUJUIMOHOB. [IpeCcTynIHUKY pa3pylLIniId OOM, 3allepiiu geTel C JKeHOU B IofBajie, a I'jlaBy AoMa
3BEPCKM U30UIH, TIOC/Ie Yero ueTBepToBanu. OTOPBaHHBIE YaCTH KEPTBH Pa30pOCaHH 110 BCEMY y4aCTKYy.
Ilerno yke cTajo caMBIM PE30HAHCHEIM B YOJITOH-OH-TeM3a U IlepefaHo B BEICIINE CTPYKTYpPEL. bymem
IepKaTh Bac B Kypce!

CrinoTHYB BSI3KYIO CJIIOHY, 51 OLIyTHJIa IPUBKYC MeTassa Ha Irybax ¥ TOIbKO IIOTOM OCO3Hasa, YTO
IIPUKYyCHUIIa S3BIK 00 KpoBU. KaHas ¢ mOMeTKON «BOCEeMHANATh IIJII0C» He 0C000 TIAaTeIbHO PEeTYIINPOBall
OCTaHKH, 4TO Haji0 BO3MOXKHOCTb PACCMOTPETh TAaTyUPOBKY Ha PYyKe: ITapyc, Ha 60PTy KOTOPOTO cupjesa
pycajKa B OYKax M C CUTrapoy B 3ybax.

— Takux COBHa,E[eHI/II;'I IIPOCTO HE OBIBaEeT... — IpolreriTasila, He Y3HaB CBoOM rojuoc. Yto-to BHYTPH MEHsA
YMEepPJIO, U 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO YIIYCTUTD.

TaTy oTHec/I0 MeHs B BOCIIOMMHAHUS Ha OeCdaTh JIeT Ha3af,. JIeTHUN jtarepb, HOYHAasa OUCKOTeKa. MHe
HPaBUJICS ITapeHb, KOTOPHIN cunuTan cebs nyullne Bcex Ha cBeTe. OgHaXK bl OH IIPUTJIACUII MeHS Ha
MIPOTYNKY ¥ HAIlOWJI JIMMOHAAOM C OyTupaToM. Bce 3aKOHYHIIOCH T€M, YTO OYHYJIMCh MBI Ha IIsTke. ¢ 6e3
0ebsi ¥ IEeBCTBEHHOCTH, @ OH C CAaMOJOBOJIbHON YXMBIJIKOM U ITapO# IPOBOKALMOHHLIX (GOTO B TeledoHE.
[Tpuniock criaTh C HUM 10 OKOHYAHWS CMEHHI, JIUIIb OBl MOM IT030pHEIEe HOTO He YBULEIU BCe BOKPYT.
ITocrne aTOrO0 BCE, YTO KAcajloCh TEMEI CEKCa, CTajIo OIS MeHS MepP3KUM, HeIIPUSATHHIM U HEHaBHUCTHEIM.

MHe roBopuIx, Y4TO [IUTep CTajl NPUINYHEIM 4eJI0BEKOM, 003aBeJjiCs CeMbel U CTaOMILHEIM JOXOI0M
YaCTHOTO IIpeanpuHuMaTens. d He o0Iarachk C HUM 1 He MOAaepKuBaa CBsI3b, HO 3a OIIHOKH IIPOIIIIOr0
He cyauina. TOJIbKO BOT, CIIOKHUB OBaXKIHl MBa, OYKBaJIbHO 3aJOXHYJIaCh OT 9MOITUH.

— Ecnu Anekc yHioxan 3anax [lutepa, — gpoxamumu rydéaMu IIpoIlerTaia s, COBEPIIEHHO He BeEPS B TO,
4TO roBOpr. — Mor nu oH?.. HeyKenu 0H HaCTOJIBKO MOHCTP?!

Pe3kuii IpHUCTyI TOIIHOTHI ITIOTHSI Ha HOTH, 3aCTaBJIsAsg CTPEMIJIaB HECTHUCH B BAHHYIO KOMHATY. 5
OITOPOIKHSIJIA KEJIYIOK CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, XOTS OH U Tak ObuI ITycT. He Bepuiiock, 4TO UMEHHO Hallla CBA3b
oOpekia ceMbio ['peHOEPIINPOB Ha TaKylo y4acTbk. [locTouH nu [lutep Takoi Kaph? KoHeuYHO, HET.

— DTO BCe s, — C MOJIHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO KUBHYB CBOEMY OTParkKeHUI0, IPHUHSIaCh 00IUBATLCS JIeHTHON
BOMO¥ CHOBa U CHOBa. OHa Ka3ajach MHe KUISITKOM. O0XKurasa, oyinmia, yousana. — 9 — yOwuiira!

B mamsiTH BCHJIBIT HOXK, OOWHOKO CIPSITAHHBLIN B KpOBaTU. MHE He XOTEeJIOCh OOJIbIIle TEPIETH BCE 3TO.
CMOTpeTs, KaxK JIIofiel BOKPYT My4uTenbHo ryosaT! Kto ganeine? Babymka? Kmapa?! Het, mydine
3aKOHYUTH BCce cerdac. Camor!

MeHs Kadaio, CJIOBHO MasATHUK, KOTAa 5 10 CTEHKe npoGHpanaCB K IIOCTEJIN, COep2XKuBasi PeIOaHUA. Onn
BREIPBIBAJIMCH U3 IT'PYyAH, JIETKHE CBOOUJIIO OT CIIa3Ma. Kak BOPYT A yCIIbIIIAJIa IIeJI90K.

OH pa3macs Tak Pe3Ko, CJIOBHO BRICTPE B rPo6oBOii THIlIMHE. 4 3aMepia U TOJIBKO CIIYCTSI MTHOBEHUE
O0CO3HaJlla, 4YTO 3TO 3aMOK. KTO-TO OTKPHII [BEPE, HO... He Bomren. C TPeBOro# B cepplle s X[aaja, KOrna OHa
OTKPOETCS... TOIBKO BOT 3TOT0 TaK M He IMPOMU3OIILIO!



41 mepBasi moAoIIa K IBEPH U, IOJIOXKUB JIaJJOHb HAa PYYKY, MOTsHYy/Na Ha ceb6si. OHa, KTO OB MOT TIOQyMaTh,
OTKpPHBIIach!

— Ox, — U3 ropJjia BLIPBAJICSI CTPAHHBIW, PBAHBIN 3BYK, IIOXOXKWU Ha BHYTPEHHEE 0CBOOOXKAEHUE.
CymopozKHO cHaeJlaB IlIar BIepe[, BOOXHYJIa MOJIHOM Ipyablo. 3a IpeferaMu «MOeH» CHajIbHU BO3OYX OBIIT
opyruM. CBeKUM, CIIOKOMHEIM, OOYXOTBOPEHHBIM... £ He MoTJjla HagbIIaThCs, TJI0Tas KUCJIOPoA, Kak
TOJIOOHOE OUKOe XKUBOTHOE. M TONMBbKO CIIyCTsI MTHOBEHME BOPYT YeTKO OCO3HAasa: ABePh OTKPHITA, 3a HEl
HuKoro HeT. Kopupop nyct! Hy:KHO OBITH IOJTHOM MUAUOTKOM, YTOOBI HE BOCIIOIb30BAaTHCSI BO3MOXKHOCTHIO,
caMol Iafaromel B PyKU.



I'maBa 4

Kopumop, B oTnimure oT KOMHATHEI MOETO yAepKaHUsI, BEITJISAOEIN CTPOTO U IPOCTO. YeM-TO HalloOMUHAal
BOEHHYI0 0a3y U3 TUIIMYHOTO TOJIJIMBYACKOTO QUIbMa, C Kydei HeU3BECTHBIX ITPOBOJIOB, CTPAHHBIX KHOIIOK
¥ 3BYKOHEITPOHHUIIaeMBIMU CTeHaMu. Kak oKa3anochk, MOsI KaMepa He eqUHCTBeHHas. [1o KpaliHel Mepe
oBepelt ObII0 MHOTO. KTO 3HaeT, O/ 4ero ujau KOro OHu?..

3aMepeB Ha MecTe, 1 HaBOCTpUJIa yIII¥, HO HUUero IOO03PUTENILHOrO He IT0YyBCTBOBala. Bribopa, Kyza
WOTHU Oanbllle, He CTOSIIO: KOPUIOP BEJ JIUIIb B OOHY CTOPOHY. K JKene3Ho# BUHTOBOM JIECTHHUIIE.

[Tepen MouMuU T1a3aMU MOSBUJIAaCh OBEPHh U3 KPACHOTO JIEpeBa HaBEPHSIKA PyYHOU paboTHl. 3a HeW,
BEPOSITHO, PACI0jIarajaoCh YTO-TO BaXKHOE U AOPOroe.

— Iom Kpoydopma, — nmpenmosioxuia s, 3HaKOMO IIPUKYcuB I'ydy mo kpoBu. CHOBa U CHOBa OJepruBas
JIafIOHBb OT PYYKH, ST He MOTJIa PeIIUThCS CAeNlaTh BaXKHEBIM PHIBOK BIlepef. Bemb nHOrma oueHb HE0OX0OUMO
TIOHSITH, YTO BHIXOAA HET, YTOOHI HE yCYTyOUTH MOIOKEHUE.

Ho cBoGoma MaHuIa CIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO... B OMMH MOMEHT s1 IpeficTaBujia, KAK CHOBA YBUXKY CECTPY C
0alyIIKOM, U IMyCTHJIa CJIe3y. DTO OBLI PEIIaloniuil mar, BO MHe OyITO BO3POOUIaCh CHUIa, O
CyIlIeCTBOBaHWHM KOTOPOM 1 U1 He 3Hasia. HabpaB monHbIe JIETKHE BO3[AyXa, ITepecTalia AbIIaTh, OMycKas
pyuKky. IToTssHyB mBEpPh Ha cebs1, OTYATHHO MOJIMJIAaCh, YTOOBI OHA HE 3aCKpUIIesna.

Ho Bce mporio rinagko, U I HaKOHeIl 0OKa3ajach B POCKOIITHOM KOPUOOPE CTHUJIS aHTTTHHCKOTr0 6apOKKO:
TEMHOM, Kak OyIila AJIEKCa; CHOKOMHOM U IT0Ka3aTEeIbHO BO3BHIIIIEHHEIM, KaK ero cynpyra ChloKH.

«YepTt! TyT Begb HEBO3MOXKHOE KOJIMYECTBO OBEPEN!» — pacTepsHHO ITogyMala s, He IpefCcTaBsas, B
KaKyl CTOPOHY cHejiaTh IIepBHU mar. UMeHHO B 5TOT MOMEHT 4TO-TO yIIaJio B JajJbHEM JIEBOM YTy U
pa3pga’ics BO3riac:

— JTO Bemb CTONIOBOE cepebpo, AHHa! lleHa ogHOI Tapenku, KakK 3apIijiaTa 3a TPU MecsIa, KOUOTKa.

— Ho 51 He x0Tesa, — olllapallleHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA, CYAs II0 TOJIOCY, COBCEM MOJIOAEeHbKAs AeByIIKa. — £
cendac Bce ucmnpasiio! ['me y Hac Kieu?

E€ HOKKM TOPOMJIMBO 3aCTy4asu 10 HEPEBIHHOMY IIOJIy B MOIO CTOPOHY, YTO 3aCTaBUJI0O MOTHUEHOCHO
OYHYTHCSI ¥ CPOYHO AyMaTh, KyAa COpsTaTbcs. [0 GIuKaNlIero yKpOMHOTO MeCTa He MeHee NeCsATH
CEeKyHJI, a BOT JIECTHHIIAa HaBEePX pacrojaraaach JUIIb B TpeX. IMeHHO Tyha s MOgHSIach U CIIPSATaliach 3a
OEePEBSIHHOM BCTAaBKOM, CIIYKUBIIIEH YEM-TO BPOMe 3aroponKu. f Kmajia HECKOJIPKO MUHYT, IOKa TOMOH
CHU3Y MIPEKPATUTCSI, HO OH CTAHOBHUJICS BCE TPOMYE U rpoMue.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MHE ITOKa3aJIoCh Oonee PAa3yYMHBIM IIOOHATHCA HAaBEPX U IIOUCKATh BBIXOO TaM. I OXHBI
XKe OBITh KaKHue-TO JIECTHUIILI ¥ 3aIllaCHBLIE BHIXOMIBI?

[yx 3axBaTUiO, KOTa IEePBHIM, YTO IIONAJIOCh Ha IjIa3a, 0Ka3aJloCh OTPOMHOE ITaHOPaMHOe OKHO BO BCIO
CTEHY C BEIXOOOM Ha IePCOHAJIbHYIO BepaHOy. MHe cpa3y ymaioch 3aMeTHUTh BOaJIeKe T'yCTOM JIeC U PEKY C
cusibHEIM TeueHueM. Heyxkenu ato Tem3a? Mnu PupxeHnTc-kaHan? MoxeT, gaxe PeliBeHCOOPH?!

«CIyCTUBIINCH BHU3 II0 pPeKe, 1 ObICTpee Halioy IOOMOI'y», — IIOomyMarsa s, pOOKO yIEIOHYBIIKUC.
Bo3MO0KHO, Bce He TakK IIJIOXO, KaK BUIEJOCh ciiepBa?

Moe ceppaile Ha MTHOBEHHME OCTAaHOBUJIOCH, KOTTIa s YCIIbIIIana CKpUN OBepu. [IpsiMoO OKOJIO MeHsT OHa
OTBOPMJIACH TaK YEPTOBCKU MEJIEHHO, YTO CepOeYHbIM NpUcTyn ObI o6ecriedeH. f marxysia Ha3af,
oXupas IMOSBIIEHNS HEe3BaHOT0 IocTs. TolbKo KoMHaTa Oblta mycta. CKopee BCEro, IIOTPYOUIICS CKBO3HSIK.

Kpaem rnasa s 6eryio 3arisgHysaa BHYTPhb. TO oKa3ascsa kabuneT. Cyas 1o MacmrabHOCTH, XO3AMCKUH:
BEIMYECTBEHHOE KOXKaHOe KPEeCJI0, MHOTOYPOBHEBEIN Pab0oUumil CTOJI C YUMOM OJOPOTOM KaHIIeITPCKOM
aTpUOyTUKHU.

Ho npusnekino Mmens gpyroe. [Ipsamo Ha 6yMare u OKyMeHTaX CTOSIJIO OO0, 3aKPHITOe XKeJle3HOoN
Kpumko#. Ha HeM KpacoBasach po3oBasi Ipa3gHUYHAs JIeHTa ¢ 6esiol Oymaroii, npeqHasHadyeHHOU
agpecarty. [Ipumypus rnasa, s pasriasagena: «Ias goporo# Pyou».

OmpenesieHHO, 3aX0OUTh BHYTPH 51 He cobupasnack. He ObU10 KenaHus 3HATh, YTO 3@ IIOJAPOK IPUTOTOBUII
OJIsT MEHSI MaHbSK AJIEKC UJIM €TI0 YOKHYTas Ha BCIO I'ojIoBY XKeHa CbhioKU. JIydmuM BapuaHTOM OBIIIO
CIIyCTUTBLCSI BHU3 Yepe3 0anKoH K BRIOPAThCS U3 9TOr0 cyMacuienuiero goma. Ho crouno coenats nepBHId
IIar BIEpel, KakK Ha JIECTHUIIE IOCIIBIIAINCE aru. KTo-To TOpOoIInBOo MogHUMAJNICS BBEPX, U MHE HUYEro
He 0CTaJIOCh, KakK OBICTPO IOPKHYTh B OTKPHITYIO ABEPh, OCTOPOKHO MPUKPHIB €€ 3a COOOM.

— I'me ke 5TOT 4epTOB KJIei? — pa3falicsa yXKe 3HaKOMEIM BCTPEBOXKEHHEIU IojIoCc. — X0351UKa MeHs
yoneT! Unu XyKe TOT0 — BEITOHUT...



IleBylllIKa MPUHSIACh aKTUBHO PHITHCS B SIUKAX, CO3MaBasi IPU 9TOM IIIyM, KOTOPHIH 3alIPOCTO MOT
3arnymuTh Mo¥ mober. Ho u TyT MeHs kpaano pasodapoBanue. OKHO B KabuHe OBIIO 3aKPHITO PEIIETKOH, a
3TO 3HAYMUIIO, YTO CTOMJIO JOXKIAThCS yXOOa AeBYIIKU U TOJIbKO IIOTOM IIYCTUTHCS B Gera.

Haxogsice B kabunete Anekca Kpoydopzma, s ¢ y:KacoM BuOesia ero B KaxKaou pmeTtanu. KomHaTa
MIPOIIUTAJIaCh €r0 9HEPTeTUKOM, CUJION, arpeccueii. {1 yyBcTBOBasia cebs 3arHAHHOM B JIOBYIIKY. Elite
XyKe, HezKeJIu B ITogBae.

«Korma e TH HaWOeIllb 9TOT OypPalKUi Kiei?!» — HepBHO B3MOJIMJIACH 5 ITPO ce0si, CrphI3asi OCTAaTKHU
MaHUuKiopa. UMeHHO Torha Ha Ijla3a CHOBa MoIlanoch 6i1iofo. Beas HUYEro He CIYUYUTCS, €CJIU I IIPOCTO
MIPUIOOHUMY KPHIIIKY, Tak? HUKTO HUKOTma 06 3TOM He y3HaeT. IIpocTo 3aiiMy cebs1 HEHa[oITro 4eM-TO,
mabBl He COMTH C yMa OT cTpaxa.

Tsakeno B3QOXHYB, S IIArHyJIa BIIEpeX Ha HOCOYKax U 3aMepJia nepep paboduM CTOJIOM, ISIJISICh Ha
3JI0CYaCTHBINA «IIOHAapPOK».

— YTo Ke, — HabOpaB IIONIHEIE JIeTKKUe BO3[yxa, MeIJIeHHO OIyCTHuJIa IpozKalllye IabIlbl Ha PYYKY,
HAIOMMWHABIIYIO APArolleHHLIN KaMeHb. MOU PYKU HUKOTTIa He ITOTE/IU 10 3TOTO MOMeHTa. I'0710Ba He
KPY2KUJIach HaCTOJIBKO CHJIbHO. — Bhina He ObITa...

MenneHHO IPUIIOOHUMAsI KPHIIIKY, S 60s171ach, YTO OTTY[a KTO-TO BRICKOYUT HJIM BHITIOJI3ET: 3Mes],
JIATYINKA, ITua... OT AJekca MOXKHO XaaTh 4ero yroguo! Ho aToro He mpowusonnio. Tapesjika BHYTPU
OKasaJiach IJIy0OKOM ¥ HATIOJITHEHHOW YeM-TO F'OTOBBIM, ITaXHYBIIMM 00aIIEHHO BKYCHO, KakK [JIs YeJIOBEKa,
He eBIIero JOCTAaTOYHO JaBHO.

Mowu ria3a YTKHYJIU B CYIIOBYIO TapeJKy, BHYTPH KOTOPOM OB/ HABAPUCTHIHM OYJIFOH C HEKHUM MSICOM.
Bombire Hu4Yero. 9To UCIyrajo MeHsI HaMHOTO CUJIbHEe, YeM ecjiu OBl 5 Hallllla TaM TPYII TOIy0sT uiu
HapyuyHuku. CTaB Ha KOJIEHH, S 3aTJISHYJIa IO TapeaKy, MPUIIyPUBIINCE. TaM BeOb OOJIXKEH OBITH ITOABOX,
Tak?

— Hamna! — o6er4yeHHo BEIOOXHYJIA BIIOJIT0JI0CA, BEHITSIHYB MaJI€HbKUI YEPHEBIH JIUCT, CJIOKEHHEBIA BTPOE.
30/10THIE BUTHEBaThie OYKBHI BEIJIMBAJIMCH B 3aTai0YHYI0 IUTATY: — «Pacmiara, Kak OyMepaHT, HAXOOUT
TebOs1 paHo unu no3mHo. OT Hee He YUTH».

BcTaB Ha HOTH, 51 pacTepsHHO NOKpyTUna 6ymary. U ato Bce? Uto 3a Tadus! mmdp? YTo u3 3TOTO 5
IOJIXKHA ObL/Ia MOHSATH?

U TyT 110 ciMHe IpoIIeN X0Jox. BoloCkH BCTpeneHyIuCh, OnexXkaa B3MeTHYJIach, a TeJjlo IIapanu3oBao. 4
IepecTasa OhIaTh, He Mora COBHHYTLCS C MeCTa. YKac OKyTaJll BCe TeJIO, CJIOBHO XKeJIe3HEIEe OKOBEL.

— O=H KpuyYas, MOJIUJI O IIOIIafie U COBCEM He IIOHUMAJI, 3a YTO eMy TaKOe HaKa3aHue, — I'yOrl Ajekca
KOCHYJIUCh MOET0 yXa, a JIAIOH! YIaJy Ha TaJINi0, COMKHYB ITaJIbIIE TAK CUJIBHO, YTO HaBEPHSIKA
OCTaHYTCs CUHAKU. — [IuTep OB I'IyH, Kak IpobKa, HO 59TO He MeIlano eMy OBITh IIOJOHKOM.

S geTKo cnrllana, Kak Kpoydopa rioy6oKo ¥ KagHO BOOXHYJ 3alaX, 3apHB HOC B JTOKOUHKY Ha IIee.
Kozka mOoKphIIachk MypalllkaMH, a o 10y CKaTuJIach Kalisd moTta. Mou 3yOsl cTy4dasnu, OYIOTO OT X0Jofa.
Teno Tpsciock. 4 YyBCTBOBaja ce0sI B 3aKPHITOM KIeTKe ¢ TUrpom. OH OB TONOMEH, a T — eJUHCTBEHHAas
mo6rrua. JI1060ii mar — cmepTh. IloneiTKa cOexKaTh IPUHECET elle Ooblire MyKH, HO u 6e31elCcTBUE He
criacao.

— Kak? — ¢ TpygoM yhasnoch BHAATh MHE, 3aAbIXasiCh. JIETKMe MBUIAIM OT HEOOCTAaTKa KUCIIOPOAa, TEM He
MeHee 51 00s11ach U3OATh JIUIITHUNA 3BYK.

— Heyxemnu TH OyMasia, YTO KTO-TO B 9TOM I'OpPOjie OCMeIUTCs Tebe IIoMO0Yb, moporasi? — (GEPKHYI OH,
mpoOupasich TafloOHbI0 TTOM HOUHYIO pybaiKy. Korga jieqsiHble TajlbIlbl KOCHYIHUCH KOXKH, sI C TPYIOM
cmepIkanach, 4ToOBl He 3aKpudath. — 51 mpuBen Tebs cioma, PyOu. XoTen, 4ToOOH TH M03aBTPaKajia B MOEM
KabuHerTe.

— He moHmMalo, — romoc gpozar, Mo MieKe CKaTUIach cjie3a. KakuM-To 4ymoM AJIEKC YCIIeN IIePexXBaTUTh
e€ yKa3aTeJIbHEIM I1ajIbIleM, a II0oCjie OOITU3HYII ero.

— Tl c;magkasi, — IPOpBIYa OH, IPUXKUMasi MEeHsI K CBoel rpymHo¥ KieTke. OH AbIIIan HECIIOKOMWHO,
pBaHo, muko. bynTo enBa comepzkuBain cebsi. — Thl ¥ He OOJIKHA HUYETr0 IOHUMAaTh, BCe KOHYEHO.

Pyku Kpoydopaa BHe3amHO IOIOJI3IX BBEPX, cOOMpas ¥ MOgHMMAs 3a cO60¥M HOYHYIO pyOarky. 51
3aKMYPHIIaCh, MOJIST BCEBBILIHET0, YTOGHI 3TO ITIOCKOPEee 3aKOHUYMIIOCH, M TYT IIPUILIJIO HA YM OTBJIEYb €ro
Pa3roBOPOM.

— 41 He moHsna TBO¥ momapok. O yeM OFIjla 3aIKMCKa? — Cy[IOPOIKHO IIPOIIIeINTana, YYBCTBYsI, KaK IajIbIlbl
TIOYTH KOCHYJIUCH TPYAH, 3aMEPEB B ITape CAHTUMETPOB OT Hee. — OOBSICHU.



— B Hame# KynbType gpyrue ob6erdau, Pyou. HeT 9TUX BaHUJIbHBIX YOEXKOEHUH, YTO BPAaroB HY2KHO
IIpoIIaTh U OBITH BHIIIE 3TOTO... Bpen! ITo6exmaeT CUIbHENINNI, — BBIIEP2KaB KOPOTKYIO May3y, AJlek
HEOXMOAaHHO OTCTPAHUJICS U OYKBaJIbHO II0 INeTYKY IablleB 0Ka3alcs y MeHs nepep rinasamu. OH
cotrypui ux, 6yaTo paccMaTpuBasi MO0 PEAKITHUI0O U 60SICh YTO-TO YIIYCTUTb. — TOT, KTO ITOAACT
IIPUTOTOBIIEHHOE CepIlie Bpara K CTONy.

HeBepHoe, HUKOra 00 KOHIIA S HE CMOTY B IIOJTHOM Mepe OCO3HAaTh YBUIEHHOE U YCIILIIIIaHHOe.
[ToTpeboBanoch TPUKALI MPOKPYTUTH CII0Ba MYKYHUHLI B I'0JIOBE, YTOOBI ITOHSITh MX, IOUYYBCTBOBATh
TIOCJIEBKYCHE.

B yx&ace omycTuB Ij1a3a BHU3, 1 yCTaBUIACh Ha TapeJiky, KOTopas ellle COBCEM HelaBHO HCTOYasa
NPUSATHBIE OJIT MeHs 3anaxu. KisgHycs, cefiuac s omyilana TPYIHYO BOHb U IPUBKYC KPOBU Ha S3HIKE.

— YymoBuine, — mpoIIenTana, MOPIAck OT OMEP3eHus, TJISAs Ha ITOoCIegHee, YTO OCTANIOCh OT IluTtepa —
ero cBapeHHoe cepqlie.

— V6uBaTh ero ObLIO JaXKe MPUSITHO, — PABHOMYIIHO MMoxaun miedamMu Kpoydopna. — OH 3aCIyKUI 3TO
0oJbIle 1I0060T0 CMEPTHOTO.

— Xouelb 3HaTh UCTUHHOTO Bpara B aullo? Yaire 3arisgabiBail B 3epKajio! — BCIIOMHUIUCH
3aMevaTenbHbIe cnoBa baypxkana ToumubekoBa. 3Ha T 3TOT BEJIMKUN YEJI0BEK CAKpaJIbHBIN CMBICI €T0
adopusma? Celiuac oH 3aurpajl I0-HOBOMY.

Ot Geccunus 3acocano IIOof JI0XKeYKoH. 4 ymapuia KyJlakoM II0 CTOJIY, a 3aTeM CMaxHyJa TapeJKy Ha IIOJI,
4TOOHI U30aBUTCS OT 3TOr'0 XKyTKOT0 OJIfofa pa3 1 HaBcerna. M3 ria3 rpagoM MOTEKIIH CIIE3E, C TPYIOM
yIOaBaJioCh COEePKUBATh PBOTHEIM CIIa3M.

— Ha mo6oro yenoBeka ecTsb ynpaBa, Asiekc Kpoydopna! — KnsTBeHHO mmoobelrana 5, 3arasiabiBasi B eT0
TMOTeMHEeBIIKe TJ1a3a. — ThI MOJIyYHIlls CBOM GyMmepanr! Twl Oymelis cTpafgaTh, MOJIUTE O Iolage. PaHo uin
II030HO.

— 3Haemb, YTO caMoe IIpeKpacHoe B CErONHSAIIHEM OHe? — CJIOBHO He 3aMedas Oapmaka BOKPYT, MOEro
COCTOSIHUSI ¥ He CJIBIIIA CJIOB, MHOI'O3HAYUTEJIbHO OTYEKAHUJI 9TOT OOJILHOM Ha BCIO I'OJIOBY MaHbsiK. OT
MIPeOBKYIIEeHUs B €ro Iojioce s 3aMepria, 0Kupaas Xyauiero. — Ham GoJibille HUYero He MelllaeT IeperTH K
CyHIpyeCKUM 00sI3aHHOCTSIM.

HWHOTHa MHE KaXkeTCs, YTO MUP KaK KapTOYHBIM AOMUK. THI JKUBEIIIbL B CBOUX ITPo6IeMax, CTpafaers,
KyZOa-To CTPEMUIIILCS, @ 3aTeM IIPUXOOUT KTO-TO U oTOUpaeT Bce. CUIsl Y CBOero pa3buToro KophiTa U
TJISIAS Ha TPYAY KapT, ThI ITIOHMMAaeIlb, KaK XOPOIIIO paHblle Xuiaock. CIoko#HO. JIerko. CBoGOIHO.

Anexkc Kpoydopp 6b1 XuIIHUKOM. BOTKOB s mpefcTaBiisiia 60mee MUPOJIIOOUBLEIMY, YeM OH. ITapTepa?
Turp? JIeB? MyxX4mnHa HacllaxKaaacs 0oX0Tou. TeM, KaK 3aroHsJ CBOIO XKepTBY B KineTKy. OH momapui MHe
HaJleX[y Ha CllaceHue U C paJoCThi0 BIUTHIBANl pa304yapoBaHue OT ee II0TePH.

C Toro MOMeHTa 5 YeTKO IIOHsI/Ia, YTO KU3Hb 00JIbIlle He MpuHaainexkuT Pyou Bortep. Be3 6narocnoBenus
anbQH ST He MOTJIa YUXHYTh, [BIIIATh, €CTh U Jaxke yMepeTh. Kaxkabiii Mo mar GBI ero IpsiMOi
npuxoThio. Y maxke BoJist 60Jbllle MHE He IIPUHAIIesKana.

— IIpomry, — TUXO mpoOIIenTana g IPOTHYBIINM OT BOJTHEHUS rojocoM, korga Kpoydopn HapouuTto
Me[JIeHHO cIesajl mar Biuepen. — 4 He x04y... YMOIISIO. ..

— THI He 3Haellb, Yero Xo4Yellb, — IIpophIvYall OH, Ha XO0Oy OTCTEeruBas 3allOHKH. OHU 3BOHKO CTy4ally,
yoapsasachb 006 MpaMOpHBIfI nomn. 1o cux IIOP 3TOT 3BYK ABJId€TCAd MHE€ B KOIIIMapax. — HukTo us CMEPTHEIX
He 3HaerT...

HepBHO CIIIOTHYB, MyK4YWHA He OTBOAWI OT MEHs B3TJIsIAA, CJIOBHO YOEPKUBAS MEHTAJIbHYIO KJeTKy. Ero
HaJIbIEl CKOJIb3HYIM 110 IyTOBKaM HaKpaxMaleHHOH pyOallKy, CIOBHO MajbIbl MHAHKUCTA. JTa OblTa
My3EIKa IT00e[H.

— MHe OymeT HENPUSITHO, — [aBSCh CJIe3aMH, s C3Kaja Kpai crona. [Tanmbisl xpyctenu. KTo 661 MoT
IMOAyMaTh, YTO B MOUX CJIaOBIX MHIIIIAX ITOSTBUTCS TaKas cujia. — ¢ Oyoy KpudaTh.

— OpHaxX[Oe! TH CaMa IpuAel b Ko MHe, Py6u. Ho cerogHst He TOT meHb, — XOJIODHO OTO3BAJICS OH,
cbpachiBasi py0OalllkKy U OIycKas PyKU Ha peMeHb. ETro 3payky CHOBa CTaJlM YE€PHHIM, PACIIMPUBIINCH
OyKBaJIbHO HA TJIa3ax, MPexkae YeM IIPOo3Bydall IpsIMOU puka3: — Ha KoyeHu!

Tesno Gomblile He IOTUUHSIIOCE MHe. f IPOCTO 3Hasa, YTO OOJIKHA BBIIIOJIHATEL ero IprKas3kl. O0sg3aHa. Tak
cKasaJ anbda! PyxHYB Ha KOBED, 5 OIIYTHJIa BOPCUHKM BHICOKOTO KOBpa. XOTEJIOCh COCPEOOTOUYNTHCS Ha
9TOM, HO He BEIXOAMIO. JIerkue cBOOuIo OT 60JIM, BHYTPEHHOCTH CKPYTHIIO.

— THI He GYJIGH_IL KpHU4aTh, CTAHEIIb BHIIIOJIHATE BCE, YTO S CKAXYy. U 6ombime HHKOI'la He Honp06yemb



cbOexaTh U3 3TOro goMa! FcHO? — Kaxkmoe CJIOBO pa3buBao cepAlle, CIOBHO yIapoM MoJjioTKa. M TeM He
MeHee S He MOTIJIa OCIymaThCcsa. He Moria mpoTUBUTLCS CTPAaHHOMY BIusHUIO. OH CMOTPEs Ha MEHS
CBepXy BHU3, KaK XO35WH Ha BEepPHYI0 paOLIHIO.

Arekc 3Haj, 4TO KakK OBl CUJIbHO 51 HM HeHaBHIeJla ero, Kak Obl HU IIpe3upa’ia, Kak Okl HU MedTalia
HUCIIYCTHUTH ero AyX... He Moria moctynuTs nHade. M 0T 3TOTO Ha ero rybax urpasa Kocas JOBOIbHAs
YXMBIIKA.

— flcHO, — oTpelIeHHO MpobopMoTasa cebe MO HOC, HAXOOSACh B KAKOM-TO MOTOOUM KOMHI.

— OtrnuuHo, — 6JIaTOCKJIOHHO KUHYJI OH, fejasi (UHaJbHEIHN IIar Bepen. Temeps ero BRIIIUPAIONIast
IMpPUHKa OblJIa IPSIMO Ha YPOBHE MOeTo julla. — Pa3meHb MeHs. [lenai 9T0 HeXKHO. Tak, Kak HUKOTHOa U
HUKOTO.

KpOY(i)OpJ:[ He CTaJl YHIOMHWHATh UMsA HHTepa, HO 4 BHUIeJIa, YTO OaXKe OT MBICJIM O HEM OH 3B€peJl, KaK ero
KPOBE 3aKHIIajla B 2KHJIaX.

— Ipucrtymnai! — pSIBKHYJI OH, ¥ KOHIIEHTPAIUS BHYIIIEHUS B MOEM TeJIe YBEJIMYHUJIach BTPOE.

Mowu manbIlsl TOTSHYJINCH BIEePel, CaMyu KOCHYJIUCh PEMHS C OTPOMHOM XKeJIE3HOU IPSKKOM C
n3o0paxkeHueM BoJKa. 4 3akMypuiachk, YTOOB He BUAETh ITPOUCXOMSIIET0, HO CIIblIana, Kak IeTKHyIa
MIPsIZKKa, 3aTeM 3BSIKHYJIa MOJTHUS U 3alllypIIajii OPIOKH.

Us TOpJjia MY2KYUHEBI BEIPBAJICSA CTpaHHBIfI, FOpTaHHbeI 3BYK, TIOXOXKUU Ha HIUIISIIEee POKOTaHHe. Kak BOPyT
OH 3aMep, HEJOBOJIBHO 3apPEBEB:

— He cMmelt 3aKkprIBaTh I71a3a! — IPUIOOHSIB MOM ITOAO0OPOIOK, ATeKC BHUMATEIFHO 3arisHYII B I'J1a3a,
MIBITAsICh YOEOUTHCSI, YTO MOCTATOYHO CUJILHO BIIMsEeT Ha MeHs. KHUBHYB CBOMM MBICJISIM, OH XPHILIO
mpobopMoTai: — [Ipomonmxai.

[IpssMO HaATIPOTHUB MeHsI OBIJIM MyXKCKHe YepHBIe 60Kcephl. OOLIYHEIE, HUYEM He ITpuMedaTesibHble. Ho
II0OYEeMYy-TO OHU BBI3BIBAIU OUKOE ITPe3peHue, pa3apaXkeHue U XKeJlaHue OTBEePHYThCsA. [1o0BoM oprax
MYy2KYUHEI ObLI HACTOJIBKO BO30YyXK[IEH, UTO CIIMIIKOM CUJIBHO OTTATUBal Oenbe. Kasanock, 0OHO Tpelano Io
IIBaM.

Mos pyka 3aMepiia B IIOJIyMeTpPe OT MyKCKoro Gepnpa. { meiTanack I000pOTh BHYIIEHHNE, CIIPABUTHCS C
maBieHreM. HyKHO OBITb CUIIBHOM, YCTOMYMBOM M HACTHIPHOM. TOIBKO TOTHa IMIOMYy4YUTCs cuacTtuck! Ho
HUYero He BeIxoAuio. KoMaHH jiezkajii BO MHE, KaK UCTHHA. HedTo XXKU3HEeHHO Heo0Xooumoe.

— ITotopomnucs, Py6u! — pa3mpakuTenbHO OTYeKaHUI AJIEKC.

910 OB CIOBHO 1ien4YoK. bax! M mos pyka neria npsMo Ha max Kpoydopaa. S moria nmpodyBCTBOBATb €TI0
IJIMHY, HalIPSIKEeHHOCTh. T0, KaK OT OUKOTO0 JXKeJlaHWSA OpraH MyXKYUHBI B3gparuBajl 1 OyJjJbcuposai. To,
KakK HOTY AJleKca HepPBHO [eprajinch Bueper, XKeJjlaHus [IOCKopee MepetTy K caMOMy I'JITaBHOMY.

Ho s He xoTemna aToro. Mue 65110 m1oxo. ®U3uYeCKy, MOPAJIbHO. $ 3Hasa, YTO, eCJIM MEeXKOy HaMU YTO-TO
IIPOU30MIET, IIPOCTO IIepecTany yBaxkaTth cebs. Ilepectany OvITh TOM caMoii PyOu BotTep, KoTOpo# 3Hana
MeHs ceMbs. CTaHy IpU3pPaKoOM, OTTOJIOCKOM IIpouioro. OH cIoMaeT MeHs, Pa3maBUT, YHUUTOXKMUT...

— HpOH.Iy Teﬁﬂ, OCTaAHOBUCH ceryac, — MOJIMIIa 5, TOTOBas B TOT MOMEHT Ha BCe, YTO YrogHo.

— Momum u genay To, 3a4eM ThI IPUOBIIA B 3TOT AOM, — XOJIOOHO ¥ YePCTBO MPUKA3aJjl OH, U TTOCIeTHSIS
HajexXpa Ha craceHmue pyxHyna. Cuil cOonpoTUBIAThECA 0omblle He ObUI0. Aypa Anekca Obljia CIIUIITKOM
CUJIPHOM, 9HEepreTHKa pa3pylIalolel, a JaBjieHue IMTOXOAUIIO Ha ITHUCTOJIET, HallPaBIeHHBIH IIPSIMO B
cepaIe.

CxkaB obeumu JIaOOHSIMHU PE3UHKY, 4 IIOTSHYJIa €€ BHUS. CHycTHHa KYPOK.
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I'nyxo BEIZOXHYB, Kpoydopm noMmopiuics, cuenas 6e3yMHO riay6okuii Bgox. HepsHo o6m113aB ry0HI,
MyKYKWHa COMBYMBO MTPOIIETITAT:

— A Tenepsk coenay MHE MUHET.

CrnoBa 3By4YaJid KakK BBICTPEJI, TapaIu3yIni co3HaHue. HacTOIbKO CUJIBHO, YTO IPUHYKIOEHUS BOITKOB
BCEro Mupa He 3aCTaBUJIO OBl MEHSI OTMEPETE.

— Yro 3acTenna? HeMmenneHHO! — pSABKHYJ OH, Aejlad IIar Bliepen. OperupoBaHHBIN, KPACHBIN U TSIXKEJIbIN
OT BO30YKIOEHUS 4JIeH yoapuil MeHs 1o rybam, u Kpoydopa mporuyscs, rpsi3H0 BLIPYraBIIUCh. ET0 CII0BHO
yIapUIo MOIIHEIM Pa3psamoM 3JIEKTPUYECTBa, IIOTOMY YTO BEPX XKMBOTA, KOTOPHIY MHE YaJI0Ch YBUTETS,
TTOKPBIJICS MypalllKaMHu.

— f... — OT CTBHIHA MOU II[eKH IMOKPBUINCH PYMSHIIEM, a TEJIO CTaJI0 MOKPBIM, OyATO S MOIana IIoH JOXKOb.
MHe Ka3ajock, YTO Hu4ero 6ojiee 3a30pHOr0 CO MHOM He mpousoigeT. Ho BOT HaCTyIu/I MOMEHT, Korga s
MedTajla YMepeTh UJIM PacTasTh, CJIOBHO CHEeXMHKa B TEIJION JIafoHU. — 7 He 3Hal0, O YeM ThI TOBOPUIIIb.
IorageiBaroCh, HO HE YBEPEHA...

Amnexc 3HaJ, 94TO 5 IIOJ BHYLUIEHWEM U He MOTY BpaTh. Moe co3HaHMe ObIIO KPEIIKO CKATO B €0 MOIITHOM
Kyjake. IMeHHO MO3TOMY MOOPHIX ITOJIMUHYTH OH CMOTPEJI Ha MEHsI B ITIOJTHOM HEIOYMEHUH, CIIOBHO
IIBITAJICST PACCIIBIIIATh CKa3aHHOe, IPOKPYTUTE B I'OJIOBE, OCO3HATh. Me[IeHHO ero 6pOoBY IOTHUMAIINCh
BCe BHIIIIE U BHIIIE, @ POT PAClaxuUBajICs B U3YMJIEHUU.

Yro XKe, MHe yIaJioCh YOUBUTD 3TOT KyCOK MeTaslyia. [IoueMy-To 3TO COBEPUIEHHO He PagoBaro...

— Ho, THI BeOp He... — 3allIeTasiCh, OH BOPYT 3aKalllJISIJICS U caM cebs mepebu. AJIEKC 3aMeTaJsICs 110
cTOpoHaM, OYOTO YTO-TO Pa3bICKMUBAsS, a 3aTeM BOPYT CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJ B3TJIS[ Ha TPOMagHOM 30JI0TOH
Baze. — To, 9ToO Hy)kHO! DTO Te6e MOMOKET...

3a6wIB 000 MHE Ha MUHYTY, ajibha B MTHOBEHUE OKa ITePEeCeK KOMHATY, OTKUHYJI KPHIIIIKY U 3aCYHYJI PYKY B
4aH C ImIypHaBmuMy Oymaxkamu. OH meiicTBOBaJ HEPBHO M OBICTPO, CJIOBHO CHEIIUIT U OBITT B HETEPIIEHUH.

«CnagmocTtu!» — morapgasach .

M=ue YAajioChk 3aMETHUTh, KaK OH BBEITAHYJI IIAJIOYKYy, IIOXO02KYIO Ha COCKY C OJIMHHBIM HaKOHEYHHKOM, a
3aTeM MY2XK4YHNHA OKa3aJICd y MeHs Ilepen riia3aMu. OH cupen HaAIIPOTHUB, pa3BOpa4dHuBas JIeOgeHell.

— BoT, — BEITSIHYB PYKY BIiepen, Kpoydopa mpumoxumi K rydéamM Kpyriyio 4acTb CJIaJOCTH, OUYEPTUB €10
KOHTYp. HafaBuB ciierka Bmepen, OH 3aCTaBUII JIEJeHEeI] TPOCKOJIb3HYTh BHYTPD U YIAPUTHLCS O 3yOHI.
3payky MyKYUHBI PaCIIMPUIIUCD, TYOHI IIEPECOXITH, a KaJblK HEPBHO JIeprajics, KOrga OH TOPOIIJIMBO
BBIIOXHYIT: — O0muxku ero. Caoenay BiaXKHBIM.

41 BEITSHYJIA PYKY BIiepeq, 4ToOBl mepexXBaTUTh KOH(pEeTy, HO MyK4YHHAa HaACYIHUJICs, JaBas MOHATh, YTO He
pa3perraet. Coenas BOOX U HEIIPOU3BOJIBHO PacIiaxHyB I'yOE, I OCTOPOXKHO BBICYHYJIA I3BIK, MeIJIEHHO
MIPOMISICH IO IIeplIaBoi MoBepxHOoCTU. ClafocTh TYT XKe pa3juiach 1o rybaM, Iomasna B XKelyooK U
«rnofjapusia» HePBHHIU CIIa3M.

— Mornogen, — KHWBHYJI OH, IIBITAsICh BEIPDOBHATH cOUBYHBOE obixaHue. HUXKHASA 94acTh 0f1eK bl MY2XK4YHNHBL
BCe ellle OTCYyTCTBOBAJIa, U S MOTJIa BUOETH, KAK IIPHU KaXKOOM MOEM KOHTAaKTe C KapaMeJIbIO €TI0 YJIeH
HEPBHO OepraeTcsd, a BEeHKHX Ha HeM PacCIlyXalOT BCe CHUJIbHEee U CUJIbHEee. — Bonbire crotorel. OH J0IKEH
OBITH OYEHD BIIaXKHEIM.

VBuneB, Kak s BHIIOJIHKWIA CKa3aHHOe, Kpoydopa MpUKPHUI T1a3a U TIyX0 3aphivall, HeTEPIeIUBO ep3as
OempaMu BIIEpeq.

— Temeps mmocackIBal €ro, CJIOBHO COCKY. Ho He Kycail u He Kacatics 3y0aMu. Byob HEXKHOM, — He CBOUM
T'0JIOCOM IIPOCTOHAI OH, TJIYXO BEIIOXHYB, KOTHa Kpyriasi I0BEPXHOCTE JiefeHIla CKOJIb3HyJla BHYTPh pTa.
Kamernbka crapmko¥ CIIOHBL OCTajlach Ha Moux ryfax, u Kpoydopn He cBonui ¢ Hee ria3. ['unHoTH3MpOBAT,
mpeskae 4eM BHEe3allHO HaTHyThCs BIepen. f mepHyIach, He XeJjasi TaKoro 07IM3K0Oro KoHTakTa. Ero riasa
OyKBaNbHO HBIPDHYJIM MHE B OyIly, IPONOSCH 110 HeM KOrTAMU. Telo 3HaKOMO ITOKPBLUIOCH MypalllkaMy 1
omeTUHUIIOCh. — Paccnabnes, Py6u.

SMo1uy BO MHE BBHIKJTIOUHMJIMCH KaK M0 IIeTYKY. ByATO KTO-TO YHUYTOXKMUJI PyOUTBHUK. 1 TOJTBKO OIIyTHIIA,
KakK AJIeKC CKOIb3HYJI CBOMM SI3BIKOM IT0 MOel HuxKHel ryboe. [laxke ceiiyac OH ObIJI TUOEPOM: €T0
OBUKEHUS Ka3aJiMCh HaCTOMUYMBLIMY, IIONABIISIONIUMY, PE3KUMHU 1 TOPOIIJIUBLIM.

— Cnapmko, — IpoIeinsl CKBO3b 3y0OHI OH, OyITO caM OBLIII HE B BOCTOPTe OT CBOMX MEICTei. Ero, BUmuMo,
KYTKO OECHJI0 HEUTO B 3TOM CUTyalluu. Pe3Ko IepHyB 3a JiefieHel], OH BEIIePHYJI eTo W30 PTa U OTKUHYII
cTopoHy. IToCTHIIIancs 3ByK pa3buBaioIIerocs CTeKa. f He yBepeHa, HO, KaXXeTCsI, 9TO OBIJIO TPIOMO.



BepHee, mmKapHOe 3epKasio, BEIIOIHEHHOE 10 TUITY MO3auKu Py4YHOU paboTel. — IIpoBeprUM TBOU HaBBHIKU
Ha IIPaKTUKEe.

IMTomHsincs BeTep, U anbda CHOBa 0Ka3aJICs CTOSIIIUM IIepeno MHOM.

— OOxBaTHu CTBOJI, — OTHAJI paclopsXKeHue oH, OyITO KyKJIOBOI, Hepralolinii 3a HUTOYKU. Benb 3T0 OblIIa
He 51. He mou pyku, He Mou XkeJjaHud... CIOBHO CMOTPUIIL TeJIeBU30p, 6€3 UyBCTB U aMonui. OmHO JTHUIIb
OTJIMYHeE: TYT Heb3s OBUIO IIEePEeKIIOUNTh KaHall. — A 3aTeM 00JIMKY T'OJIOBKY, Kak Aelala 9TO C
KOH(pEeTOU.

MepneHHO 1 POOKO MOTSHYBIIUCH K YJIEHY, ST OCTOPOXKHO OOBMJIA HAJIbIEI BOKPYT CTEPXKHS Y CAMOI'0
ocHOBaHUs. HecMOTpS Ha TO, YTO M3-3a OOMJIMS KPOBU OH Ka3aJICsl MHE T'MTaHTCKUM, OOJIBIION U
yKa3aTeIbHBIHM MaTbIlBl BCTPETUINUCH, MOU SI3BIK OCTOPOIKHO MOTIaAUII MSATKYIO YacTh YJIeHa, a 3aTeM
BBEICTyHHMJIa OeJiasi KamesbKa. S ciu3aja ee, YCIBIIIaB, Kak U3 Topia AjleKca BHIPBAJICSA OUKHUI Boi. OH
MIPOTHYJICS BIIEepe, BOaj0auBasi B MEHsI CBOe MOCTOMHCTBO. ET0 IasbIlbl CyZOPOXKHO HaMOTaJIX BOJIOCHI Ha
kynaxk, u Kpoydoprn cHoBa u cHOBa HacaxXuBas MOM POT Ha cels.

AneKkc ycTan TepIeTth U CleTel ¢ KaTyIlneK. TOIbKO B TOT MOMEHT s ITOHSIa, KaKy OTPOMHYIO BEIIEPKKY
OH IEeMOHCTPUPOBAN CEeKyHOy Halan. Kaxpmoe ero gBuzkKeHue GBIIO HETEPIIEIUBLHIM U JKECTKUM. BynTo
Kpoydopza xoTten Gosbine u Gosbine. CunbHee, TIy0Xke, pe3de... BHyTpeHHee XKUBOTHOE BEIPBAJIOCh Ha
cBOOOAY, ¥ OHO XOTEJIO MOJIYYUTh CBOE.

— YeproBa Py6u, — c HeHaBUCTHIO OTYEKaHUII OH, OyATO YTO-TO 6e3yMHO ragkoe U oTBpaturesabHoe. OH
TpaxaJjl MeHs B pOT, OyATO OT 3TOTO 3aBUCeNIa ero XKU3Hb. ByaTo ymMpeT, ecnu He chenaeT 3Toro. bynro B
nocnepHuy pas. M Bce paBHO nipe3upain. Herasupnen. B ynop He Bupgen. Hu B rpom He ctaBun. — lInroxal
IToTrackyxa...

BHe3amHO OH OCTaBUJI MEHS B IIOKOE, HO TOJIbKO Ha [OJII0 CEKYHIHI, YTOOBI TOJIKHYTh Ha CIMHY U 3aCTABUTh
ynacTb Ha KoBep. Kpoydopn HaBuC CBepxy, KaK TUT'P Han AoObuel, cobupasich pa30opBaTh ee Ha
MaJieHbKMEe KYCOYKH.

He risms, anbda copBaj C MeHsSI TPYCUKH U OTOPOCUI UX B CTOPOHY C JIIOTOM 371060#. HounyIka
pas3oLnIach I0 IIBaM, TIOBUCHYB Ha Iyledax, CJIOBHO [Ba JIOCKYTKA. Teneps Teso Guo aGCoMI0THO
OTKpPHITEIM. Hedero Gbiio cKphiBaTh. Ho 5 mazke He ycmena o0 aToM mogyMmath. Kpoydopa Boiiesn B MeHs
Ha TIOJIHYI0 NJIHHY, 6e3 MOArOTOBKY U IpenynpexaeHre. d pe3Ko BEIOXHYIa OT HEeOXUIAaHHOCTH, a 110
IIeKe CKaTUIach Cjie3a.

— Kak gacTto ITutep Tpaxan tebsi, PyOu?! — mpokpuvan OH MHE B JIMIO, OTJIyIllasi, BKOJIaYyuBas B IO
CHOBa U CcHoOBa. IToy1 HaMu CKpuUIlenu IIOJIOBUIIE, ep3all KoBep. — ['oBopu MHe?! Kak yacTo oH umen Tebs,
a?!

4 Mosuarna, He B cCUJIaX OTBETUTh. Bo3M0oXkHO, 3TO He ObLIO BHyllIeHUe... Bo3MoxkHO, AjleKC caM He XOTeJl
3HaTh 0TBeT... OH cxkaj Mou Oefpa Tak, Y4TO B IJla3axX NOoTeMHeso. Ero rybrl oka3anuch Ha MOeH Iree,
IIOCTaBUJIM 3aCOC C TAKOM CHUJIOM, YTO CBEJIO MBIMIIIE. A IIOC/Ie OH 3allyCTUJI KJILIKU B eBa ITOKPHIBIIUNCS
KODPKOU IIPEeXKHUM IIpaM.

9To GBIIO TAK HEOXKUAAHHO... TOK IIPOIIIeI 110 Tely, 3afeBasi KaXkAbli y4acToK. BoHa yOBOIbCTBUS
HaKphUIa JTaBUHOM, 3aCTaBIIsAsI KPUYaTh U MeTaThCsi. HoBas mo3za.

51 omrymrana, Kak 4jeH MyXYMHBI BXOIHMII B MEHSI CHOBA M CHOBA C TAKOW OUKOMW CKOPOCTBIO, UTO r'OJI0OBa
muta KpyroM. Crblillajia, Kak TsS2KeJi0 OH [ABIIIaa U IIUIIEeI MHe B YXO0 IMPOKISTus. YyBCTBOBajla, Kak
MIepUOOUYECKH €r0o KIILIKY 3afieBally IIel0, Ilapalasi ee CHOBa 1 CHOBA.

9To0 mypMmaH. HapkoTtuueckuii, ceogamui ¢ yma. CJI0BHO po30Bas ObIMKA MJIM COH, KOTHa IIPOCHIIIAThECI HE
X04eTcs.

— Py0u, — BBIDOXHYII OH, IIOCJIE YeT0 HaMePTBO BOH3MII KJIBIKY B II€10. AJIEKC 3aMep, a S OlIyllana, Kak
€ro 4JIeH BHYTPHU MEHS APOXUT. Tero MyKUYuHBI TOXe B3[AparuBajio, CIOBHO OT KPaTKOBPEMEHHBIX
cymopor. Kazamoch, B 3TOT MOMEHT S YyBCTBOBAJIa TO XK€, YTO ¥ OH. BEepPXHIOI0 TOYKY HACJIaKOeHUSI.

Kpoydopz Brimen u3 MeHs 4epe3 MIHOBEHUE C KaKMM-TO CTPAHHBIM ITPOTSIXKHBIM BBIIOXOM. [[OT0 TIISAAsS
MHe B I'Jla3a, OH Oy[TO IBITAJICS Pa3riisifeTh B HUX 4To-TO... Ho ynopHo He Haxomui. [Tonm KoHel riiyxo
CKasall:

— OcBob6oxkmato ot Bnusiusi. C Te6s1 Ha ceromHst xBaTuT. CKaxy, YTOOH FOpHUYHAS IpUHEecna Tebe
omeXAay ¥ OoTBejla 00paTHO B TBOIO KOMHATY.

CJi0BHO 10 0OgHOMY IpefaHHOMY WIEJTYKY Ha TOJIOBY yIaJio IEePeRKUTOEe: SMOLINH, OIIYIIEeHUST, MBICIIH.
Amnekc o6pe3an HUTOYKK KYKJI0BO/a, 3aCTaBUB MEHS 3afbIXaTbCs. [IpUCTYN TaHUKHU, KPAaTKHUE OBIIIKH,
cie3Hl, IIaHuKa...



Ces, s nopzxaia 1of cef6s HOTH, IpPoKa, CJIOBHO OCUHOBHIYM JTUCT. MHe OBIIO IIJIOX0, KYTKO, CTPAIIHoO... Kak
TaKoe MOXKEeT IIPOUCXOOUTh? IToueMy KTO-TO MOXKET PYKOBOOUTEL TOOOM, CIIOBHO MapHOHETKOH? 3a 4To?..

TomrHMI0, TOTOMY YTO KOXKa IaxXJla HEHAaBUCTHLIM MYyK4uHOM. [To MHE CcTeKas ero moT, BO MHe ObIjla ero
criepMa. X0TeJIOCh CMBITh 3TO Celdac ke, HeMeOJIeHHO!

4 He mOMH!0, KaK IIpHUIIa AeBYyIIKa U KaK OHa OTBejla MeHs BHU3. JTO OBITIO Kak BO CHe... 5 3abexkaina B
BaHHYIO, BKJTIOYMB ITOTOK KHUIISITKA, pas3aupasa KoXy 0 KPOBH, ITEITASICh CTEPETH C Ce6sT BCe IePexRUTOoe.
Ho ze BrIxogumo. YepT mobGepu, BOCIIOMUHAHUS TPUHOCUIIN KTy4yI0 00IIh!

Koza mokpeTachk BONOBEIPSIMH, TEJIO XKTJI0, HO 9TO MEHS He OCTaHaBIMBaJIo. ¢ COoIjia C yMa B TOT MOMEHT.
MHe ObnIJI IJIeBaTh... JIMIIL OB 130aBUTLCS OT BCETO...

— T'ocmoxka, — KTO-TO BBIKJTFOUMII BOY U IOTSHYJI MeHs Ha cebs. KpaeM riasa ymamnochk YBUOETD
TOPHUYHYI0, KOTOpas 3abpasa MeHs u3 KabuHeTta. OHa COYYBCTBEHHO IIOTJIafujIa MEHS 10 TOJIOBE U
3aKyTajla B MaXpPOBHIM XasaT, IIOCJIe IIOMOTIJIa JOUTH OO MOCTENN. — BEI He MOJIKHBEI BpeguTh cebe, 3TO He
BEBIXO]I.

— Ero BoobG111e HeT, — MepTBEIMU I'y0DaMu IIpoXpuIiena 5, 3aKpriBas rinasa. OT primanuil 601emno ropio,
CBOIUJIO JIETKUE.

— Brixopn Bcerga ecTb... — IPOIIeNTasa OHa, HO KOTrAa 5 IIepeclIpocuia, 0 4eM UeT pedb, JeByIIKa
IIPOCTO BCTajla ¥ BHIIIIA. A s BIlajia B COH, OOJIbIIIE TTOXOXKUN Ha KOMY.

Mos gyilla Ka3ajlaCb MEPTBOM, OITyCTOIIIEHHOM [0 OHA. 91 He MOTrJjla HalTu B ce0e CHUJIBI BCTATh C IOCTEJIH,
mesaTh YTO-TO, CTapaThCs BEIOPATHCH... ByATO 10 IIEeTYKy BCe CTajio He BaXKHBIM.

Ho Teno Bce elie 6oapcTBOBano. MeHs pa3bynuil 3anax CBeXKeUCIeueHHOoro xjiebda, rpubHOro cymna u
apoOMaTHOM KOTJIETH C KapTodeabHEIM Mope. B KOMHaTe BO3UIach TOPHUYHAS, [ejlajia BIaXkHYI0 yOOPKY.
A st mexkaja u 6opoJsiach caMa ¢ co00¥, He MOHUMAasI, CTOUJI JTU IIOOHUMATHCS C IIOCTEJIN UJIN JaTh cebe
3a4axHyTh. 3aKOHYUTH 3TO afiCKOe UCITBITaHUe.

«9TroucCTKa, — pa3pgalicsa rojaoc CoBeCTH, IIPOIINIIEB AO0OBUTO. — I'me-To Tam CTpapgaeT Knapa, yYMHpaeT OT
BOJTHEHUA 6a6yn${, a THI IIPOCTO JIE2KUIITb TYT? HpOXJ’Ia}KJIaeH_IBCH?»

«OH BCe paBHO He JAaCT MHe VHTH, CIIACTU UX, — ILIeITajya Moii ciabast CTOpOHa, Tep3aeMast
COMHEHHUSIMHU. — $I BCe PaBHO yMpPY, IPOCTO MEJIEHHO, [IOJIT0 U MyYUTEIIHHO! »

«Tsl 0c060-TO ¥ He IBITaNach CIACTUCH, — €XUOHO XMBIKHYJIa Ta 9YaCTh MEHS, YTO ellle Bepuia B mobeny
Haj CTpaHHOM cucTeMou 000opoTHeM. — Tak 4TO BCTaBall U epecTaHb KaJjleThb ce0s Ha KaXKAoM Iary!»

Bce-Taku c mocTenu s BCTaja, C TPYOOM IOOABUB XKYTKOE T'OJIOBOKPYXKEHUE U Ae30pUeHTallnio. 3aias B
BaHHY, CTa3y CTajia oA KOHTPACTHRIM OYII, XKeJjlasi HEMHOTO BEPHYTh TPE3BOe MEuIUIeHne. HyKeH ObI
maH. Kako# yrogHo: III0X0M, HepealuCTUYHbIH, Tynbii. Ho ero He Ob110. CTOMIO TOMBKO 3apPOOUTHCS
JIyYUKY HafeXKIbl, KaK Iepeq Irjla3aMu Bo3HuKajl Kpoydbopa. Bpsg mu MEMO HETO CMOXKET IIPOJIETETh MyXa
He3aMe4YeHHOMH.

Bo Bpemst yncTKu 3yO0B I BHUMATEILHO BCMOTPENIACh B CBOe nuIfo. I[[eKr HETPUBHIYHO BN, YEPTHI
JIUIIA 3a0CTPUIKUCh. PaHbIlle mpobmaeMoit 66110 COPOCUTD MUITHYE ABa (QYHTA, a celyac Ha riasax pacTasjio
HEe MEeHbIIe IISTH.

He rnsigsi, BEITEpIIa JIMLO TIOJIOTEHIIEM, KaK BOPYT KOXKY LlapamHyJio 4To-To ocTpoe. Ha mogboponke
oCTa’sics MeJIKUH Topes, Kalljii KPOBY KallHy/Ia Ha PaKOBUHY. PacTepsBIIKUCH, S TIOTPSIC/IAa MATKYIO TKaHb, U
BOPYT U3 Hee 4TO-TO BHIIAJIO.

— Yto 3a yepT?! — THUXO IpOIIeITala, IOKPYTUB MepPef I'1a3aMu «IociaaHnue». — HeT... He MOXKeT OBITh!

910 OBLIa BEIpe3aHHasl MUHU-TabeTKa u3 obiieil miactuael. Ha Hell Bce ellle BUOHEIOCh Ha3BaHUe.
OmHaX[OH 5 yKe BCTpedasa 3TH HMUII0NIU Y IMOAPYTY — OOHOPAa30BhIe TPOTUBO3a4YaTOYHEIE, OUEeHb
MOIITHEIE, HO C MHOXKECTBOM MOO0YHBIX 3G (PEKTOB.

K dombre okazancst IpuKpeNnieH OTOPBAHHBIM KJIOUOK OymMaru. HacTOIbKO MEJIKUN, YTO PA3BEPHYTH €T0
ymanoch He cpa3y. TeM GoJjiee s cyeTuiaach, kejasi I0CKOpee Y3HaTh XOTb HEMHOTO IIPO OTIIPABUTEJIS.

«4l He 3HAlO, €CTH JIU B TBOEU CllajibHE KaMepHl, HO B BAHHON TOYHO HET. DTO IPOTUBOPEYMNT HAIIUM
3akoHaM. Anbda ux He HapyuaeT. Brinelt Ta6eTKy, yIaKOBKY 3aCyHb B CIuB. ByMakka pacTBOPHUTCS B
Bome. Ecimu mocTynue mo-gpyroMy, HOACTABUIIL U MEHS, U CeBsi».

Ha6paB ropcTth BOAHI, ST HETEPIIEUBO AOCTaNa TabIeTKY U TYT Ke ee Buimuia. Ha MrHOBeHUE MHE
IMOKAa3a/I0Ch, YTO IIPUOABUIIOCH CUJI. MeHbIIee, YeTro XO0TeNIoCh — peGeHKa OT MOHCTpA.

BrImlonnHUB yKa3aHue TOPHUYHOM (a 1 He COMHeBallach, YTO 3TO OHAa), II0CTapasach NPOTOJIKHYTh YIIAKOBKY



OT IUJIIONIM KaK MOXKHO T'Ty62Ke. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHA M BOBCE CMBLIACh. 3aTeM 51 BeIOeKaja U3 BAaHHOU U
XKamHo Habpocuiach Ha eny. Baopyr Kpoydopa MoxkeT ycblaTh 3amax 1eKapcrsa? YepT ero 3HaeT, 4To
peanbHO B 9TOM MHUPeE, a 4YTO HeT?!

He ycnemna st goecTh cym, Kak OBEPb PE3KO OTKpPHIIachk. B 3TOT pa3 maxke 0e3 cTyka. [lepBoi B KOMHATY
Bouta Ceioku. CeromHs Ha Hel OBLIO IMMKapHOe 0eJloe IlaThe, IoOgYepPKUBABIIee UaeanbHy0 GUrypy.
Ilake BOJIOCHI OKa3aIUCh IPUTJIaKEeHBl TaK 00Pa310B0o, CJIOBHO 3TO ITapUK.

— 3mpaBcTBYH, Munas PyObu, — eneiHo mpoIlerTaaa OHa, YIb0asich TaK MIMPOKO, YTO MOTJIa 3allPpOCTO
nopsath poT. OTCTYIINB B CTOPOHY, AeBYIIIKa IIPOIYCTHUIa Bllepel KaKOoTro-TO MYKUYMHY U yKa3aJjla Ha Hero
o0emMu pykamu, OyITO OH HEYTO BEJIMKOJIEITHOE U CBAIIeHHOEe. — X049y IT03HAaKOMUTE Te0sI C BAaXKHBIM
4eJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIM OTHBIHE TBOU JIyYIIUN APYT.

— ITpusiTHO ITO3HAKOMUTHCSI! — HEe3HAKOMEI] PaBHOOYIITHO OKHUHYJI MEHS B3TJISOOM M TYT XK€ BEPHYIICS K
Crroku. — Ha Bup BrionHe 3gopoBa. [laBHO OHa y Bac?

— HerT, HeCKONIBKO gHEU, — II0XKasa njedyaMu AEeByIllIKa. — CMoxeTe IIPOBECTHU OCMOTD cerogHs?

— Ecyu BHI He IIPOTHUB, TO MOTY IPSIMO ceiidac, — yabIOHYBIINCH ChIOKHM, My2KYMHA ITOKJIOHUJICS XKEeHe
Kpoydopzma u nonenosan ee pyky. — CJI0BO KeHEI allb(bl — 3aKOH.

3aMepeB C T0KKOH B pPyKax, S OTYETJIMBO MOYYBCTBOBAJIa ce6s1 KaKUM-TO HU3LINM co3fmaHueM. Kem-To
Bpome co0ayKy, KOTOPYIO BiIafeIblibl Bpoae u 0T, HO BCe PaBHO OHM — X035€Ba, a Thl — UX
6e3MOJIBHAsI COOCTBEHHOCTD.

— 9t0 c3p ®unun BpayH, Pyou, — BCIOMHMJIa OH MOEM CYIIleCTBOBaHUYU OoHAWHKA. — OTHBEIHE OH
KaXKIObIN IeHb OYOeT CIIeOUTDh 3a COCTOSSHMEM TBOETO 3[0POBhS U, KAK TOJIFKO MPOU30MAET 3a4aThe, CTAHET
BeCTH TBOIO OepeMeHHOCTE. [lo3gopoBaiics, Munas.

Onu o6a 3aMepiId, YCTAaBUBIIKUCH HA MEHS, CJIOBHO OXKH[as BHIIIOTHEHUST KOMaHOb. Ho aToro He
MIPOU30III0. B GoJbINeli CTEMeH! U3-3a TOTO, YTO OT aOCYPAHOCTH MMPOUCXOMSAIIETO OHEMET SI3HhIK.

— OHa ellle He IIpUy4YeHa K MECTHBIM IIpsgKaM. MoxeT OBITh arpeCCUBHON U HETIOCIIyIIHOM, —
«oOIlpaBaana» MeHs JeByllKa. — MEI filelaeM AJIs Hee BCe, YTO TOJIbKO MOXKHO, HO OHa He LIEHHUT, C3P
Bpays.

— Mory BBEIIKMCATh TPAHKBUIN3ATOPHL, €CJIU CUJILHO OeCIOKOuT, — 6e3 Kaliu COYyBCTBUS IPOOOpPMOTAI
MOKTOP, IIOCTAaBUB CBO¥M IPOMO3MAKMUM Oara Ha MOIO IOCTEIIb.

— BrinuimuTe penent, npubepery Ha ciydal ee OyiicTBa. He xoTenocs Ol Ipuberats K KpallHUM MepaM.
Ilns Hac ¢ AleKcoM OoHa O4YeHb Jopora. Brl Bemb IOHUMaeTe 3TO? — AeBYIIKa MUJIO yILIOHYJIach, Ha 4TO
MoJIy4Ymsia MOHUMAIOIINYM KMBOK OOKTOpa. — YTO XKe, JaBaiiTe meperuageM K OCMOTPY!
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— Ilpomy Bac neyb Ha IMOCTEND, Pyou, — ob6paTusics Ko MHe MyxK4yuHa. — CriepBa IIPOBEY IIOJIHBIHN
OCMOTD, ¥ TOJILKO IIOTOM IlepelfeM K aHalIn3y KPOBU.

51 3amepria Ha MecTe, OYATO MIPUTBOKIOEHHAS K CTYJIy OBYMS ITapaMu I'jia3. JIUIIL CIyCTs MUHYTY Hallljla B
cebe cunel co0paThCsa U, CIIOKUB PYKU Ha I'PyAH, OTYEKaHUTh:

— Her, s He Oymy 3TOTO mesaTh!

— Py6u! — Bo3myTunach CploKH, TOIIHYB HOroli. Ee 6elocHesKHbIe eKK IIOKPLUINChH PYMSHIIEM, a I'jia3a
HepBHO 3aberanu. [JeBymika 6ynTo CThIAUIIACEH 3@ MOe IToBefeHUe. Ho TOKTOP OCTaHOBUITI €€, BLITIHYB PYKY
BIIE€PE[, U 3arIgHyJl MHe IIPSIMO B OyIIy, IPOTOBOPUB BIIOJIHE CIIOKONHO:

— BrI mpou3BOgUTE BIeYaTIeHWe aieKBaTHOHN U, 60jiee TOro, pa3yMHOM [EBYIIKYU. [laBaliTe OMyCTUM 3TH
ITOOPOCTKOBBIE BCIIIECKU TOPMOHOB? Haxomsich B ITOABAILHOM IIOMEIIEHWH gOoMa anb(bl, Bbl BRSO JTH
CIIoCOOHBI KauaTh ITpaBa. CBOETo S BCe PaBHO [MOOBLIOCE.

3aMeNIKaBIINCh, I pacTepssiack. OTO MMOHAI c3p bpayH, IpennoXuB 1apy BapruaHTOB MOET0 YCMUPEHU:

— B MoeM yueMomaHe eCTb KOXKaHbIe PEMHHU, a TaKzKe ITapoyKa BOIIIEeOHBIX TabIeTOK, CIIOCOOHEBIX
MIPEeBPATUTh Bac B IJIAaCTUIWH. HO KOMY 3TO Hafo, BEPHO?

HaBepHoe, 110 MOeMY JIHITY IIPOIIJia TeHb, IOTOMY KaK JOKTOP €XUIHO YIILIOHYJICS, CHOBA KUBHYB B
CTOPOHY IIOCTEJIH:

— IIpomy Bac, moporas. PaHbllle HauHeM, paHbllle 3aKOHYUM.

MHe He XOTeI0Ch UATY Ha MOBOAY Y IPECTYNHUKOB. Ho MHOTO jTi TIpaB y MTUYKHU B KJIeTKe? B TOT MOMEHT
s IpUHSJIa pellleHNe ONNaThCs, HexXKelu pacxaeObBaTh HeUTo 6ojiee CTpalllHoe.

[TomHSBIINCH HAa HOT'H, MEIJIEHHO IIOMOIIIa K KPOBAaTH. BIiepBhie B XKU3HU YyBCTBOBAJIa Ce0s1 TaK HEYIOTHO.
BynTo MUIIIITHOHH T'JIa3 PaCCMaTPUBAIOT MEHsI, CJIOBHO Hay4YHEIH OGBEKT, a s rojias Ha CIleHe B CBeTe COTHH
[IPOXKEKTOPOB.

— VcTpauBaiiTech, — pas3malicsi HEeTePIIeIUBLIN I0JI0C Mo3aau. MyXKJYnHe Hagoellu 9TH TepP3aHus, CYTH
KOTOPHIX OH SIBHO HE MMOHHUMAJI.

Pa3BepHyBIIUCH, 1 yBUAEIA 3aMePIINyI0 B OPYTOM KOHIle KOMHATH Chloku. OHa CTOsJIa, CJIOBHO KYKIIa,
YCTaBUBIIINCH B CTEHY, ITOKA3bIBasi BCEM BUAOM, YTO YXOOUTHL HE COOMPAETCS.

— Muccuc OCTaHeTCs, — CJIOBHO IIPOYUTAJI MOM MBICIIN BpayH, Ha 4YTO TYT 2kK€ IIOCJIBIIIAJICA paBHOJIYLHHBIﬁ
rosoc ChIOKH:

— AJeKc 3alpeTusl 0CTaBlIATh TeOs HaequHe ¢ MyKYUHOHU. f He Oyny BaM MelllaTh, He IlepeXuBal.

MHe moKa3ajoch, YTO Ha JIUIle AEeBYIIKYU IPOMENIBKHYJIO HeUTO, II0X0XkKee Ha cMsaTeHue. OHa He X0OTesla
OBITH TYT. CMOTPETH, KaK OTOJISIeTCs JII000BHHUIIA ee Myka, KoTopast ellfe u [0JIKHA POOUTH JTI0OMMOMY
pebenka. Kak 6b1 ChloKM He yOexkmajia ce6si, 9YTO 3TOT MUP «ee», CelYac MbI UCIIBITHIBAIA OMUHAKOBEIE
YyBCTBA.

— JlagHO, — moXaJa nnedyaMmu g. [louemMy-To TOT GakT, 4To cTpafalo He s ofHa, IpubaBUl CHII. —
[aBaiiTe y2Ke CKOpee clejlaeM 3TO, ¥ Bbl HAKOHEI-TO y0OepeTech BOH!

MenuLUMHCKUM OCMOTP HUKOTAA He OOCTaBJIsII MHE 0CO00M pagocTu. DTO OYATO KTO-TO HapyIllaeT TBOM
IIOKOM... YeM-TO IIOX03Ke Ha MOpaJibHOe n3HacusaoBaHue. OllylieHne, Korga He3HaKOMble PYKHU KacaloTCs
TBOUX CAMEIX COKPOBEHHEIX MECT, OYIOHJIO TOJIPKO pa3fdpakeHue U XKeJlaHue MOCKOPee MePeXUTh 3Ty
TIBITKY.

— Buxy, Buepa y PyOu OBl I0JIOBOM KOHTAKT, — «00pamoBasl» JOKTOP OJIOHAWHKY. B 9TOT MOMEHT 5
cMmoTtpena Ha ChbIOKH, TUX0 U MUPHO ITOMMMBABINYIO Yal M YBIEYEHHO YUTABIIYIO XKypHan. Ee manbie! cxkamu
Oymary, mpuMHHAas ee, a Tna3a pacmupunuchk. OHa 3aMepJia, BIIISABBAsICH Kya-TO B MyCcTOTy. Ho muiiib
MOJTI0 CEKYH/IBL. 3aTeM BCe CTaJIO KakK Impexfe. — Eciu mpomonkaTh HOMBITKY 3a4aTHs, TO BaM
noTpebyeTcst He Gojlee ABYX HEIEJIb.

— IlpekpacHast HOBOCTh, JOKTOP! — C PamoCThI0 OTBETHIIA IeBYIKa, OyOTO U He OBIJIO 9TOT0 CEKYHIHOHN
IIpocTpaluu. — YBepeHa, Anekc OymeT pajn He MeHblne MeHst! Ceromust xxe o6pamyio ero.

ITokTOp OCMOTpPEN MeHs BClo. KaXkaplli CAHTUMETP Tella, faXke KOPHU BOJIOC U 3yOHI. Jleia OH 9TOT TakK
TIIATEJIBHO ¥ KPOIIOTJIMBO, YTO ST MOIJIa TOJIBKO IIPENIOJIOKUTD, CKOJIBKO eMy 3amnaTtunu. OcTaBanoch
JIIITH B3SITh KPOBB, Korfa bpayH BHe3amHo MmoBepHYJICS K CbIOKY ¥ HECKJIaAHO MpobopMoTat:



— M&I 0YeHBb CTBHIAHO, HO HE MOT'Y JIU 51 BOCIIOJIb30BATHCA BaHHOM U OCTaBUThH Bac Ha mapy CeKYHJI?

— Kaxk TOJIBKO BEI 3aKOHYUTE, s IPOBENY Bac B TOCTEBYIO HAaBEPXY, — YIBIOHYJIACh OEBYIIKA, HA YTO
My2K4KHa HEPBHO IIOKadas I'0JI0BOMU.

— Borocsk, 94TO OO0 5TOr0 MOMEHTa MHE HEe OOXKUTh!

Takas NIpPSIMOIUHENHOCTH ITOCTaBuiIa OJIOHAWHKY B Tynuk. OHa 3aMepiia ¥, OTBEPHYBIINCH, yKa3aJja
MyXK4YUHe PYKOU Ha MOM caHy3eJl, naBas 0o0po. bpayH CKphLICs, IJIOTHO 3aKPHIB 3a COO0I0 ABEPH, U MEI
octanuchk co ChIOKU HaeOuHe.

— Taxeno, HaBepHOe, — He yHaloCh COepkKaTh eXUACTBa MHe. 3JI0CTh Ha BCce U BCeX BOKPYT Oblyla BHIIIE
MeHs. X0TeJIOCh YKOJIOTh 3Ty HEIIPUCTYIIHYIO CKaJly XOTh KaK-To.

— O ueMm THI, MUJIAA? — HATSIHYB YJIBIOKY, OHA OTJIOXKWJIA KyPHAJI, YyCTaBUBIIKUCH HA MeHs. — OCTaoch
COBCEM HEMHOrO0. 4, 4eCTHO, He nmogcMaTpuBaal

— 2KuTb ¢ MyKeM, KOTOPEIM COUT C APyrou. [IpyHUMaTh 3Ty APYTYIO. BEIIOIHATEL BCE 9TU ITOCTHITHBIE
HpOCbiI Anekca... — IIOIIOKAaB A3BIKOM, OTB€Jla B3rJIA4 K IIOTOJIKY. — Ponb rocreBoy XKeHbBI — Belllb
HeOnaromapHas. Ho He BceM gaHo, Tak Benb, ChioKH? Y KOT0-TO JII000BE A0 rpoba, y KOr0-TO POJIb
CJIy2KaHKU U II0JIOBOU TPSAIKHU...

Psimom mowyyBCTBOBAJICS 3HAKOMBIHM BeTEPOK, a KOT'[a 51 OITyCTUIIa [OJIOBY, YBUAEIa BO3BHIIIABIIYIOCSI HANO
MHOU 6710HIUHOYKY. Ee ry0bl OBITIU CIIEINIEHE], I'71a3a ropenu. bosblile s HU4Yero pasrisageTh He yCIlena,
IIOTOMY YTO OHA IIOXHSJIA JIALOHDb U 3aJIelInjla MHe IIOIIeYnHY.

— Ei1 6ory, st mBITanack OBITH XOpOIIei. Tel HpaBUJIaCh MHE, M KCKPEHHE Ka3aJIoCh, UYTO MBI CMOXEM CTaTh
ImogpyraMu, — oT4YeKaHMJIa OHa CKBO3b 3yOHI, ITpeKye B3[AepHYTh OPOBb. — BuOuMo, TH BCe ellle He
TIOHUMaEIIb pacnpenenesue ponei. Ects Ml ¢ AnekcoMm. OgHO 11e10€ U HepymuMoe. 51 Ta, KOTo OH JIIOOHUT,
LIEHUT, CYUTAET PABHOU ceOe U HOCTOMHOM anbdhl. A €CTh TH, KTO OOJI2KEH POOUTh PeOeHKa M 0CTaBaThCSA
PSAOM [JIst ITOJIOBBIX HYXK[. ECiu s1 0 4eM-To U KaJielo B 9TOM XKM3HU, TaK 3TO O TOM, YTO HE MOTY POJAUTH
pebeHKa TI00UMOMY MyKUYHMHE. A CcOenaTh 3TO IPUAETCS TaKoW HeGJlarogapHON TBapH, KakK ThHI.

CrioBa XJIECTHYIHU TI0 JIWILy CUJIbHEe 110004 mommedynHbl. ChIOKM TOYHO 3HAaJia, Kyaa OuTh, ¥, HaBEPHOE, B
TOT MOMEHT CTOUJIO IIPUKYCUTH SI3bIK. Ho 51 60sIbIlle He X0TejIa OCTaBaThCsi 0€3MOIBHOM pabLIHEH,
MIPUHUMABIIEH BeCh IPOUCXOOSINNN Opell KaK JoJKHoe!

— Bce Tak, moporasi! — momeITanach IOBTOPUTL €e Mep3Koe obpallleHue si. — Ho moyemy Toraa, Koraa
Anexkc menan tTebe METKy, THl KOpPYHIACh OT 00X, @ Y MEHSI BCE€ B TOYHOCTH 10 Hao60poT. OGBSICHU, YTO
9TO 3HAYUT?

— Te1 Bpems! — OxHyJIa OHa, CHOBa 3aMaxXHYBIIKCE. £ He ycCliesia ITIoMMaTh €€ B BO3AYyX€e, B€Ib CKOPOCTh
060poTHS GOJIBIIIE YeJI0BEYECKON BO MHOXKECTBO pa3. — YepToBa apsHb! Kak ke Anekcy He IOBE3JI0
3auMeTh Takyoo uctuHHyio! Hebnaromapuas!

4 ynarna Ha KpoBaTh, a pyKa IIpoIIljia II0 BO3AyXy. B KpoMeITHo TUIITNHE 3aBUC CBUCT, KOTa OBEPH
BaAHHOH OTKpPBIJIAaCh U B KOMHATY BOIIEJI HUYEro He NOHUMAIOIINU JOKTOp. CiycTs ceKyHAYy ChIOKU yXKe
cupmesia, 3HaKOMO PABHOMAYIITHO YUTAs XKYypPHAaJ, a JOKTOP HEIIPUHYXKAEHHO Opasl KpOBb, OyMasi O YeM-TO
CBOEM.

He mpomio u ceKyHAO®I, KaK 9Ta TapodkKa IIompolanack, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB IBEPHIO, a s1 6erom
OTIIPaBUBIIUCH B AYII, KeJjlas [IOCKOPee CMEITh C ce0s1 9HepreTuKy uyxkux ntoneit. He rnapns, B3sina c
IIOJIKM caMoOe BepxHee CBexKee IIOJIOTEHIle U IOTSAHYyJa ero 3a co0oii. B moyiete 0HO pa3BepHYJIOCH, a Ha
IIOJI yIIaJI0 YTO-TO TSIZKEJIOE U YBECHUCTOE.

MuHHAaTIOpHAS OepeBsiHHass OaHOYKa OKa3ajlaCch MOJIHOM 6estoro mopoinka. CBepxXy KpacoBaJICs CUHUHR
KOHBEPTUK, CJIOXKEHHHIN BTPOE.

3amnepeB ABepPh U3HYTPHY, S IIpUCeIia Ha I10J1, TPUXKIEI II0OAyMaB, CTOUT JIU eT0 pa3BOpadyuBaTh.
JIT060IBITCTBO B35JI0 BEPX Haf OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO, ¥, IPUKYCHUB SI3BIK, I OBICTPO pa3BepHYyJia OyMmary.

«Xouellb U TH cOeKaTh TaK CUJIBHO, YTO TOTOBA PUCKHYTH c000i? Ecu oTBET «a», To pacTBOPHU
TIOPOIIIOK B BOIE U BhITIEN 3almoM. YTO AenaTh C IIMChbMOM ThI 3HAEIIb».

Cepatie 3ab6umoch OBICTPee, B BUCKAX 3aCTydalio, II0 CIIMHE HPOIIeN XOJMOOHBIH MoT. ITouyeMy-To 1 He
COMHeBajlaCh — 3TO HEYTO Bpofe sfa... Bo BCAKOM ciydae «goOpozkeaTenb» He paccKasall O
TIOCJIEeICTBUAX TIOMJIA.

K Tomy ke Bo3HUKa Bonpoc... KTo mpuHec MHe Takoe «craceHue»? Bce Ta xXxe rOpHUYHAS UJIN BCE XKe
Bpau? B mocnemHee BEPUIIOCH C TPYIOM.



Temeps, Aepka B pyKax OpyxXKue, 1 COMHEBaIach, CTOUT U IIarHyTh B TeMHOTY. CriaceHue i 3T0? YTo
oymet ¢ Knapoit u 6abymei, eciu MeHs He CTaHeT?

OT TAKeTbIX pa3MBIIUIEHWH pa3boienach ronoBa. OTI0XKUB MPUHSATHE TAKOTO CIIOKHOTO PEIleHus Ha
IIoTOM, cipsitana 6aHOYKY B IIOJIOTEHIle, KaK ¥ paHbllle, a Gymary 3HakoMo pacTBopuia B Bome. OT Hee He
OCTajoCh U clefa.

[TonBeuepa MeHsI Tep3aly COMHeHUs, ObLIO He 10 cebe. Ha MecTe cupeTh He yoaBajoch, IO9TOMY s CHOBA
¥ CHOBa M3Mepsijia IIaraMy KOMHATY BIOOJIb U HoIepek. [Toka BOPYyr He yCIbIInana IeT90K 3aMKa.

310 6BUIO TaK 3HAKOMO M TaK ITyraloie... Bce MBICIIM BEIBETPUINCEH U3 T'OJIOBHL. 3aMEPEB y CTEHHI, 5
o6xBaTuUlIa pyKaMM IeKOPaTUBHYIO NePEeBIHHYIO paMy, 3a KOTOPO# NOJXKHO OBITh OKHO. Ho TaM OB THUITH
Kupnud. YeM-To 3TO MHCTAJUIAIMS HallOMUHAIa MO0 XKU3Hb.

— IMoOprIii Bedyep! — eXUOHO YCMEXHYBIIUCH, S OIyTH/Ia BETEPOK 3a cruHOM. OH 3aXJIONHYJ ABEPh U
CIyCTS MTHOBEHUS TEIUIble PYKU ONMYCTHUJINCh Ha TaJINI0, @ HOC C TOPSIYUM U COMBUMBEIM OHIXaHUEM
BBIPKUCOBAJI POBHYIO HOPOXKKY Ha Iiee. — COCKy4HUIICS, MyXK?

— Heyenu THI IpUHSIA CBOM HOBHIM cTaTycC, P-p-py6-6-0u-u... — npoprryan Kpoydopxa, HeTepnenuBo
C2KaB IIaJIbIlaMU TeJIo TaK CHUIJIBHO, YTO cTaslo 60ybHO. §1 mocTapanachk OTOOBUHYTHCS, HO OH, CJIOBHO
HaApPOYHO, IpUzKaJjl MEeHs K CBoel rpynu HamepTBo. Kasasocs, 51 cibimana 6e3yMHOe OueHNne ero cepala.

— HerT, — paBHOOYIIIHO ITPOTSHYA, IHITASCh XOTS OBl gejIaTh BUM, YTO BIIaAel0 CUTyaIllueH U IMOTHOCTHIO
criokolHa. — IIpocTo pemmuia nmogaputhk Tebe M0XKHYIO Hamexkay. Tak xKe, KaK THI IIOCTYIINJI CO MHOM.

Anexc noBepHyI MeHd K cebe U IOOKWHYJ B BO3MYX, CJIOBHO IIYIIUHKY. f OKa3anach IpuxkaTa K CTeHe ero
TEeJIOM, HOTH He Kacanuch 3eMmnu. Celiyac MbI ObUTM Ha OOHOM YPOBHE, U S MOTJIa 3aTJITHYTh B €T0 YePHBIE
ryla3a, 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO paCCMaTPUBABIINE MEHS, IIBITABIINECS 3arJITHYTh B CAaMyl0 OyITy.

— CbIOKHM pelllniia, YTO THl XOYelllb 3aHSITh €e MEeCTO, — BHEe3allHO IPOTSAHYJ anbda, MedIeHHO, ILITasCh
IOHECTHU OO MEHS KaXOoe CJIOBO. — ['OBOPUT, THI JK€EJIa€lllb CTaTh IEPBOM M €IMHCTBEHHOM XKEHOH.
YcTpouna MHE UCTEPUKY...

— Vcriokolt ee, — eXUOHO YCMEXHYIach 1, Ha 4To Kpoydopy cTpaHHO oleTUHUICS. — JlaXke eCiy Th
OCTaHeIIbCs IIOCIEeIHUM YeJIOBeKOM Ha 3eMJIe, 51 He MO3M0POBalCchk C TOOOM Mo moOpoi Boie.

— CBhIOKH yIIlJIa, — BEPHYJICA K HHTEPECYIOIel TeMe MyKYWHA, IPOITYCTUB MUMO yIIel MO IOCJIeTHIE
cnoBa. ETo B3rjs Bce ellle KagHO IHITAJICS HIOOMETUTE JII00YI0 MOI0 3MOIMI0. — YJieTesa Ha apy HeOess.
B3sa He0O0IbIIYIo IT1ay3y B OTHOUIEHUSIX.

— HeyxXemnu TH BEIIyCKaellb ee U3 foMa? — YOUBUJIACh 51, II0BeNs OPOBbIO. AJIEKC 3/IUJICS, U3 er'0 I'Pyau TO
Y [eJI0 BEIPBIBAJICS XPHUII, KPLUTIbS HOCA Pa3qyBalliCh BCe arpecCUBHEE, a XKeJIBaKU Urpau ObIicTpee.

— Ona cBOOOOHEBIN YeJIOBEeK. B HAIIMX OTHOIIIEHUSIX HUKTO HUKOT'O He OepXKUT, — ocKanuics Kpoydopzm,
IOKa3bIiBas OeJsible KIILIKH.

HoBocTh 9Ta 60JILHO IIOJIOCHYJIa HOKOM IT0 cepanly. CbIOKM MOTJia IOKUHYTH IOM B JII0O0M MOMEHT, B35ITh U
yiTH, HEe 000pavYMBasiCh. B UX OTHOIIEHUSX C ajib(}oi Bce OBIIO MPO3PayvHO, OCHOBHEIBAIOCH Ha JOBEPUH,
NIPUHSTHUY U JTI00BY, Korfa 51 Oblia BEIHYXKJIeHa TepIIeTh YKeHNe, TONYUHSITLCS U KUTH B 3TOM I'pebaHHOM
ropBase, cTpallach KaxXkoro 1mopoxa B KOpHUAope.

HaBepHoe, 4TO-TO B MO€ll MUMUKE BHIAJI0 HEIIPUHSATHE, TIOTOMY YTO AJIeKC cj1ab0 yCMexXHYJICs, TogMedast
oiist ce0s HEYTO BaXKHOE. OTO ObIII0 HENPUATHO. 51 4yBCcTBOBaia ce0sl YHUKEHHON MOpPAJIbHO, 3aTrHAaHHON B

caMBbIU yTOJI MaJIeHbKOU OeBOYKOM. 3Has, YTO B BAHHOU JIEKUT TOT CaMBIM IIOPOLIOK, S IIOHUMAaJla, YTO MHEe
Hedero 0oblile TePATh U 60sIThCA. Tak O0IbIlle MPOAOIXKATHCS IIPOCTO HE MOXKET.

— Ecnu TH gyMaelilb, 9TO 51 U3BUHIOCH 3a CBOE MOBeeHWe — YepTa C OBa, — BHIIITIOHYJIA 5, U IIJIEBATh
OBIJIO Ha TO, KaK HACTOPOXKEHHO 3aMep MyXK4YHHa. — Bcs Ballla cemerika 00JIbHAs Ha BCIO TOJIOBY. Thl —
TICUXOIIaT U HAaCUJIbHUK, a ChIOKH CO CTOKI'OJIbMCKUM CHUHAPOMOM. 2KepTBa, MpUHMMAaloIast 1100010 BOJIIO
X03siMHa. MHe MIPOCTO XOTEJIOCh CTEPETH 3Ty CAaMOAOBOJIBHYIO YIIBIOOUKY C €€ JIZKMBOTO MUJIOTO JTUYUKA.
VBepeHna, ciioBa Mou Oblniu OOJTbHEE ee ITOIIeYHHBI, afpPeCOBAaHHOM MHE.

I'maza Kpoydopma 6recTeny, Kanuaasipel B HUX JIOMHYIW. ByKBanbHO HA MOUX Ty1a3ax OeJIKM CTajld ajIbIMH,
OyZOTO Yy HACTOSIIETO ObSIBOJIA, BIOHSS B y2Kac. BpoBU anbgbl OBIIN OMYIIEHE U CBEOEHL BMECTE, POT
3aKpHIT, T'yOBL Cy2KeHEHl. $1 MoJuia o TOM, YTOGEl OH YTO-TO CKa3all.

Ho on mMomyan, gmenas BO3OYyX BOKPYT HAC TSAXKEJIbIM. Kunb TOIIOPD — U OH 6YKBEUI]:>HO 3aBHUCHET.
B ogyvH MOMEHT OH PE3KO OTOABHUHYIJICA, OT HEOZKUOAHHOCTH 51 yIlajia Ha IIOJI. KpOY(bOpI[ HHUYEero He

coernajl, 4ToOh TPEeJOTBPATUTDL 3T0. Hao60poT, MCHO0Ih30Bajl HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI, YTOOBl PACCTETHYTh
pEeMeHb U BBITSIHYTD €TI0 U IEeTENTh.



— Anekc? — IIpoIeIriTasja, He IIOHKMMasd, 4YTO OH OeJjlaeT. Ho BMecTO oTBeTa ImoBUCa 1"p060By}O THUIINUHY.

MyX4YMHa HOAXBATUI MEHSI 3a TaJInI0, KakK JoMalllHee XKUBOTHOE, ¥ OPOCHUJT Ha mmocTesb. He ycnena s
MPU3EeMJIUTHCS HAa MATKWE TIEPUHEI, a OH yX&Ke OblT TaM. OIHO pe3Koe OBUIKEHWE — W HOYHas pybarrka
BMeCTe C HUXKHUM OeJIbeM OTJIETeIN B CTOPOHY, OyATO rpyna HEHYKHOU PBAHO! TKaHU.

— Anekc! — 3akpuuana g OT pacTepPsTHHOCTH, Bedb KOXa Telepb ropesa oT 6onu. OToenbHbBlEe YYaCTKU
00MIIBHO IOKPACHEIH, TIe-TO JaXe BUTHEIUCH IT0Ope3kl ¥ CyKpoBulla. — OcTaHoBUCH! PaHo unu mo3gHo
HaM IIPUOETCS IIOTOBOPUTE...

Ho oH He cnriman MeHs. [TogTaHYB 1 CKOBaB ABUXKeHUsA, Kpoydopn cBs3asl MOU KOJIEHU U JIOKTH CBOUM
KO2KaHBIM peMHeM. Tereps 51 0Ka3ajach CBI3aHHOM B 1103e 3MOpHUOHA, OyATO KaKasi-To UTpyIlKa. Teno
U3HBIBAJIO OT CTPAHHOM IBITKU: MBI HBUIM, CBOOUJIN CyAOpOoTraMy; YacTh Tejla OHeMeJla, OTAeIbHEIe
Y4YaCTKHY IIyJIbCUPOBAJIN, PE3aId ¥ KOJIOJIU CHOBA ¥ CHOBA. OT Kaxk[IOT0 OBUKEHUS CTAHOBUJIOCH TOJILKO
Xy2Ke, 0CTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO HE ABUTAThCS U OHIIIATH BIIOJICHJILI.

— Tenepb ThI YBUOUIIL OTJINYHME, KOI'da A OeJjlal0 OOOJI2ZKeHHe, a KOrga HeT, — 0Tpe3all OH, IIePeBEPHYB
MEHd JTULIOM B IIOOYIIKY.

[TocabIancs Mopox TKaHM, MOCJIe YeT0 MYy2KCKHE MaabIlbl YIIaayd Ha SITOOUIIE U CXKaJlk UX, TIOTSHYB Ha
cebs1. Kpoydopn Boiien B MeHs fake, He IIBITASCh IIOATOTOBUTL K 3TOMY. be3 BHyIIeHUS U Jaxe KaKOou-
nu6o cma3ku. Celfyac s 9yBCTBOBaja ce0s1 KEM-TO BPOAEe CUJIMKOHOBOI'O arperarta Ijisi CHSITHS CTpecca.

Ero mBuxkeHwusi ObINTM OBLICTPHIMH, PE3KUMU, TIIy0OOKHUMU. BynTo y po60oTa, MeicTBOBABIIIEro Mo 3aAaHHOMN
nporpaMmme. [TpuKycuB ry6aMu MOOYIIKY, ST CTapanack He JyMaTh O TOM, YTO IPOHUCXOOUT. He CIbIaTh
ero CTOHEHI, IJIETIKK 1 He YYBCTBOBATh, KAaK IIOOpParuBaeT ero 4jeH BHyTpu MeHs. Ho ciie3wl Bce paBHO
0e30CTaHOBOYHO TEKJIH IO IfeKaM, 6YOTO KaKOH-TO HE3aBUCUMEIN OT MeHs MOGOYHELIM 3(heKT.

CHOBa, CHOBa ¥ CHOBA... TOTYOK, TOTYOK U €Ille Pa3 TOIYOK...

— 41 Bcerma Oynmy xkenaTh Tebs1, TUIIL YCIIBIIIIAB 3amaxX. Bcerga Mo# 4ieH OyOeT CTOSITh KOJIOM JIMIIb OT
ogHoro Bupma Ttebs. Y g 6yay TpaxaTh TeOsI TaK 9acTo, KaK ITO3BOJIUT BPEMS, — ITPOKPUYAJI OH, [ejlasi TOJIOC
HenpuBEYHO HU3KUM. C pa3Mmaxa Kpoydopa ymapuil MeHs II0 STOOulle, IOOapyuB MOIIHEIN IIITIEIIOK, 3aTEeM
ellle OfuH U elrle... — Ho TH He Ta, KTO CMEeeT UT'PaTh CO MHOI B KaKKe-TO UT'PHL. 3a KaxXkIoe
HEIIOBUHOBEHNE — HaKa3aHHue. B HallleM Mupe HeT COCTPafaHusi, BEIZKMBAIOT CUIbHenre. He 3Hat0, 4To
TaM Tebe pacckasana ChIOKU, HO €CIU TH OyHdeIns Tak BeCTu cebs masblile, 1 Hauay cocod n30aBUTHCS OT
Tebs pa3 ¥ HaBcerma!

Ero cemst pa3muiock 10 MHe, cTeKasi o HoraM. Kpoydoy mepeBepHyT MeHsST BBEPX TOPMAalllKaMu 1
nopmepzkas Tak Kakoe-TO BpeMsi. Bummmo, 9ToOB aKT 3auaTusi OBUI IIJIOIOTBOPHEE.

— Jlyumie 611 TeOe 3a0epeMeHeTh TOOBICTPEe, MOPorasi, — CKa3aJll OH C YTPO30U B I'OJIOCE, OT KOTOPOH 110
TeJIy IPOLIIU MypaIlku. — Pe6eHOK CIIoTUT Hamy co ChIOKU CEMBIO, @ ThI 3a2KUBEITL CIIOKOWHO.

Kak Tonmbko ArleKC pa3Bs3all peMHU U OPOCHUII MOe TeJIo Ha KPOBaTh, 1 OLIyTHIIa, KaK IIPOBaJINBalOCh Kyma-
TO BrJIyOb CO3HaHUSA. DTO Obljla TOYKa HeBo3BpaTa. CamMble YepHBIe 3MOIIUY, YTO OBIIM BHYTPH, JaBUJIN
CHOBA M CHOBA, TeJIO OIPOXKAJIO, CJIE3l JINJINCH PYIbEM.

— ToI He yupemb? — 6e3 KallId 9MOIUH HOMHTEPECOBAIACH ST XPHUIJIBIM T'OJIOCOM, TaK U He
momreBenuBIINCE. Temsoe Tesno Kpoydopma Bce ellle olIyianoch mo3aau. IloyeMy-To Ka3ajiochk, 4YTO OH
HeIMpPepPLIBHO CMOTPUT Ha MEHS.

— CeropHs s OCTAHYCh 3[€Ch, — IIOCTABUJI MEHS OH nepen GakToM.

Torpa s Bce myist cebs pemma. Coenana oquH-eUHCTBEHHBIN IIaT B CTOPOHY, U TOT B TycToTy. CKa3aB
anb(de, 4YTO X0Uy B TyasieT, C TPYOOM moOpasiack 0O BaHHOM U, 3alepIINCh U3HYTPHU, OTKPHITIa BOOY.
OnycToLINB CTaKaH C 3yOHOM LIETKOH, BEICHIIATA Tya COOEPKUMOE KOJIObl. Y IUBUTEILHO, HO IIOPOIIOK
MT'HOBEHHO PACTBOPUJICS B BOZE.

— 3a Tebs, Kimapa, — IOOHSIB CBOM ITOCTIEQHUN TOCT, S Y/IBIOHYIaCh OTPaXKEHUIO, BCIIOMUHAS CaMble
IIpeKpacHbie OHU. Moel cecTpe He HyKHa Oblyla HOBas si: 6e3BoJIbHASA padeiHs. Takass PyOu MOKeT TOJIBKO
HaBPEOUTh, a He ToMOoYb. M ecjiu eCcTh XOTh OJUH IIIaHC COejlaTh ee KU3Hb JIy4YIlle, TaK 3TO BHIITUTH 3TOT
CTpaHHBIM HAanUTOK. ECIIM 9TO IOMOKET ciacTUCh — xopoirno. Het — Toxke He mnoxo. Ho emle oguH Takou
Bedep s IpPoCTo He nepexuBy. OH cBemeT MeHs C yMa. [loBemeT Ao Iu30dpeHnun.

Bopa oka3sanmachk clagkoi, MpUTOPHOM mo 6e3ymus. Korpma s momuBarna IocjiegHUe Kalju, B IBEPh
nmocTty4dan AJIEeKC, CIOBHO ITIOYyBCTBOBAB YTO-TO.

— Py6u! Tebs HeT yKe mecsATb MUHYT. ECiu T cefidac xKe He OTKPOEIb, s B3JI0Mal0 IBEPh, — TOPOILIIUBO
OPOCHIT OH.



OTOGpOCHUB CTAaKaH B CTOPOHY, I eXUIHO YJIEIOHYJIach, BEIXOMs U3 BaHHOM. OH Ka3aJicsi 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM, YeM
COBEPIIEHHO OT/IMYanach oT Toro Kpoydopaa, 4To nmpencran nepeno MHOM ITapy MUHYT Ha3ap.

— Tomuok cBoGomeH, anbda, — ChbA3BUIIA 51, MOJTYA JIOKACh B IOCTE/Ib U 3aKYTHIBASICh C TOJIOBOU.
OcTaBajiochk TOJIBKO XKOaTh. Yero? f 1 camMa IIOHSATUSA HE UMeJIa.

Co3HaHMe OTKJIIOYHUIIOCH ITOYTHU Cpa3y, U 5 BOaja B rmy0oKuit coH. Ho, yBbI, HeHamomnro... Pe3ko
TIOJTOPBABIIHUCE C ITOCTEJIX OT CUJIBHOM TOIIHOTHI, TPeObIBasi B CMyTHOM CO3HAHWM, PBaHyJla B BAaHHYIO
KOMHATY, YTOOBI OITyCTOIIUTh KEJIYIOK.

BHyTpeHHOCTH OYATO CKPYTHUJIM B TYTOHM y3€JI, IeTKWe BHIPHIBAJINCH HApPyXKy. Y HapacTana cuibHas
pexyiass 601b MeXKIy HOT, OHa IIyJIbCUPOBAJjla ¥ CKMMaJslaCh BCE CUJIbHEE U CHUJIbHee. B KaKO#W-TO MOMEHT
CUJIBI KOHYUJINCH, U 5 yIlajla 6€3BOJILHOM KYKJIOHM Ha II0JI, YYBCTBYIO 10 CO00M MOKPYIO JIyXKYy. ITO ObLIa
KpOBb.

— YepT, — AJIeKC, KOTOPHIH, BUAUMO, BCE 3TO BPEMS CTOSINT PSIAOM, MTOOCKOYHMII KO MHE, TIHITAsCh TOTHSITh
Ha PYKY, HO TEeJIO CKOBaJIX CyHOPOTH, a U3 Ir'y0 IMOJIUIack CTPaHHas neHa. Myx)4nHa 60s17ICsT KOCHYThCS,
yTOGH He HaBpeauTh. Ero TagoHb 3aBHCIIa B ITOJIYMETpPE, a I'jla3a PacTepPsHHO MEeTaJIuCh U3 CTOPOHEI B
CTOPOHY, TBITASICh HANTH BbIXOA. — PyOu...

Bce aTo Bpems Kpoydopn Habupan dyei-To HOMep, TYOKHU [T HETIPUBEIYHO MedjieHHO. HakoHell, aG0OHEeHT
OTBETHJI, a II0 TY CTOPOHY TPYOKU IIOCIIBIIIAICS COHHEIN I'OJIOC TOKTOpA.

— Qunun, — TOponnIuBO NpobopMoTal anbkda, ocMaTpuBasi MeHs C HOT [0 I'OJIOBEL. MyX4YKHa X0TeNl YeM-
TO IIOMOYb, HO IBHO He MOHUMAJ, B YeM IeJio. Buns, Kak B ero B3TJIsAAe IOIBISETCS HellTyTOYHas TaHuKa,
s maXke IepecTaBajia OIMyIaTh KI'y4ylo 001k B KaXk[I0M KJIeTo4YKe Tejia. Beds eciu yMpy s, OH IIociaenyeT
3a MHOM. — THI IOJI2KEH CPOYHO mpuexaTsh! PyOu Mmioxo, oHa... XpeH 3HaeT, YTO C Heil. Y 1ebs HeT
BpeMeHH, ceridac! CpouHo!

B cnemke Kpoydopa ciydadiHo HaXkaja KHOTIKY IWHAMHUKA, TO3TOMY T'OJIOC OTJIYIIWI BAHHYIO KOMHATY:

— OHa posnkHa OBITH B KJIMHUKE KakK MOXKHO OvicTpee. He ciops, Kpoydopa! ¥V Te6st Het BriGOpa. Kak s
IIOMOTYy el 6e3 CBoell MeOUIIMHCKOM 1abopaTopuu U cCHapsaxkeHus? Tak y Pyou 6ymeT G0Jblile II1aHCOB.

MyX4uWHa He OTBETUJI, MOJT94a COPOCHII BEI30B M IMTOOHSJI MEHSI Ha PyKu. CHUIIBI ITIOKUOANIN TEJIO C KaXKIou
CeKYHJIOﬁ BCe CUJIbHee U CUuJIbHEe. PYKI/I YXKe He OBLIN IIOOBJIaCTHHI MHE, KaK 1 HOT'H. Bo BcssikoMm Clly4ae
najblbl crubaTh HE TOJTYYalioCh.

— Kak mymaerrs, eCTh Jajbllle 4TO-TO? — IPOIIENTAalIa 5, YYBCTBYS CUJIBHEINA BETEP BOKPYT. Mou BOIOCH
B3IOBIMAJINCh, OfIe3KOa TpelneTanack. Anbda Heccsl Tak ObICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO MOT. ETo CKOpPOCTh MOXKHO OBIIO
CPaBHUTH CO CPEIHECTAaTUCTUYECKUM aBTO. He Oyab MHe Tax IJI0X0, 51 OBl laXke YOUBUIACH.

— Tw1 HE yMpeIllb, Py6PI, — 6y'JITO 9TO YTO-TO PEeIlIeHHOe, OTYEKaHUJI My2KYHWHa. TTomomuaB MHHYTY, OH
npopeiyan: — He mo3somto.

— 41 ckaxy Tebe OfHY Belllb, KOTOPYIO CKPHIBAIOT OT Te€6s Bce BOKPYT. U maxe ymobumas xkeHa... ECcTh
IpPo06JIeEMBI, KOTOPhIE HE MOKET PEIIUTh HazkKe CaMbI MOTYIIIEeCTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK Ha cBeTe. CMepTh OHa
U3 HUX, — HEKOTOPHIE CJIOBA S IIPOTrIaThIBajia, He B CUJIaX HaOpsAraTh CBA3KU. Ho MHe XOTEI0Ch BEPUTH,
YTO MOM JXKaJIKWH XPHUI BCE-TaKM KTO-TO CIIHIINT. — Brpodyem, Anekc Kpoydopn, Kak Thl AyMaellb, 5
nonany B paul unu apg?

— To1 monapménb B KMUHUKY CBsATOoro IlaBna! — OBIIO ITOCIIEHEEe, YTO YIaI0Ch YCIbIIIATD.

4 oTkniouunack 6e3 coxkaleHUs U TSXKeCTU Ha pyire. [lepen cMepThio MaMa TOBOPUIIA, YTO y KaXKAoro U3
HacC eCTb CBOM CPOK. MHI ITPOKUBEM POBHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO HYKHBI 3TOMY MHUPY, CKOJIBKO CMOXeM OBITh
moJie3Hbl. Ecniu BOPYT CIIy4UTCS TaK, 4TO I'Jia3 g OOJIbIle He OTKPOI0 — 3HAYUT, MUCCHUS OKOHYeHa. [TecHs
cnera. IIpu3HaeMcst 4eCTHO, XKU3Hb MOs Obljla He y2KacHoi. CTakaH ObII Ha IIOJIOBUHY ITOJIOH.

Ho ecnu cnyuntcs HaobopoT, 4To Xke... boppba TONIBKO HaYUHAETCS, U IIYTh 9TOT TOJIBKO IPUAETCS
[IPEOnOJIETE.

— Korpa oHa oyHeTCs, BH JOJIKHEI Cpa3y ke I103BaTh MeH$, — YCJIHIIIala g CIIPOCOHbs ronoc bpayHa.
Emy TyT Ke oTBeTHIa MOJIofas OEBYIIKA, HO, IIOMOJIYaB HEMHOTO, JOKTOP IIernoToM gobaBun: — Crnepea s
OOXKEeH ITOTOBOPHUTH C IMAIlMEeHTKOM, OCMOTPeTh ee... M Tonmbko motoM anbda. He HaoGopoT, siICHO?

— Kak ckaxerte, cap, — B KOTOPHIM pa3 corjlacuiach AeByIlIKa. — BEI Tak ¥ He IIOHSAIH, YTO BEI3BAJIO
aHapUIAaKTUYECKUH IITOK C TAKUMU CTPAHHLIMY TOO0YHBIMU 3 dekTamu?

— HOTpeGyeTCH OoJIbIle BPpEMEHHU Ha BEIABIIEHUE IIPUYXWHBI, — CJIMIIKOM ITOCIIEIITHO HpO60pMOTaH Oumnui.

HWMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT 5 Hallljla B ce0e CUIILI OTKPBITE I'JIa3a. Temo Ka3zamoch OHEMEBIIUM M MEHS HE



CIIyIIIajIoCh, HO BCE paBHO 00Jb yIiiyla. BUmMMO, C 3TUM CIpaBUIACh KalleJbHHUIlA ¥ TOHHA TPYOOUYeK, U4To
OBLTH KO MHE TIO[ICOETUHEHHI.

— Ay... — cnabo no3Basia 1 MyXK4uHY, Ha O0JIbIee CUII He XBaTuiI0. 2KyTKO KJIOHHUIO B COH. 5 6osinace,
YTO OTKJIIOYYCh, €CJIU 3aKPOIO I1a3a.

— Py0Ou! — BOCKIUKHYJ DOKTOP, TYT K€ OKa3aBIIUCh PAaoM. Ero Iuilo B MTHOBEHKE OKa BO3HUKIIO B
IIOJIyMeTpe OT MeHs. — Menuca, poury Te6sI, CPOYHO OTHECH IIOCJIeHUE aHAIU3H OeBYIIKH B
nabopaTopuro. [10 MOEro oCMOTpa O COCTOsIHUYU PyOu AnmeKcy He cooOIIaTh.

Kak TonmbKO OBephb 3aXJIOMHY/Iach, JOKTOP BpayH HarHyics OpsiMo K MOYKe yXa, IIPOIIIeNTaB TaK TUXO0, KaK
TOJIBKO OBIJIO BO3MOXKHO:

— ¥V Hac masno BpeMeHHu. JTa O0IbHUIIA 000pyIoBaHa TaKUM 00pa3oM, YTO ITPOCHYIIATh HajlaTy He CMOXKET
make UaeasbHBIN CIIyX anb(bl, HUKAaKUX XKYYKOB, HUKAKUX KaMep. [IpoCTH, 4TO MPHUIIIOCH OBECTHU Tebs
IO TAKOTO COCTOSIHUS, ITIO-OPYroMy anbdha Obl HUKOT{Ia He BHITYCTUI TeOs u3 moma. Tel — ero cepaie, —
MHE XOTeJIOCh CIIPOCHUTD, II0YEMY Bpad TaKOT'0 MHEHUS, HO OH HEPBHO Ka4YHYJI I'0JI0BOM. [leckaTh, MOJIYH, a
3aTeM IIPOIOJIKUII:

— IlpaBunbHO NU 5 MOHSAJIA, YTO HOBAas XKU3Hb TeOs He yCTpauBaeT U Thl XOUelllb BEIOpaThCA?
[TogymaB MTHOBEHUE, 51 MeIJIEHHO KUBHYJIA, HACTOPOXKEHHO IIPOO0OPMOTaB:
— HonycTuM.

— Ha Te6e cTout MeTKa KjiaHa u 3anax anbobel. Kyma 6vr eI Hu cOexkarna, Te0s1 HalioyT, IOMMaloT U
BepHYT. Unu yOBpI0T, — «00pamoBayi» MeHsI My>KYWHA, BTOHSIS B MaHUKY. — W To cpefcTBo, 4TO Aana tebe
TOpHWYHAS, He CIlaceT OT 3a4aTUs, a TOJILKO OTJIOKUT IIPollecC Ha napy mHel. HeT mpoTuBo3adaTo4yHOrO,
CII0COOHOT'0 OCTAHOBUTH OIJIOLOTBOPEHUE.

— W 4910 XKe Torga genaTth? — MOMBITABIINCE BCTATh C IOCTENH, S OIyTHJIa XKI'Y4YYIO 6011 BHU3Y 2KHUBOTa,
IIO3TOMY PelInjia OCTAaThCA Ha MECTe.

— Pemenve papmkanbHOE, HO OPYTOT0 HET, — II0XKaJI IJIeYaMy MyXK4YHWHA, BEIAEPKaB TIXKeyio nay3y. OH
OynTo cobuparsncs ckKalaTh YTO-TO TsIxKeJloe [jis BocpusaTus. HedTo, 4To TpyoHO OPUHSATD U IIOHATH. —
Tebe HYKHO YOAJIUTh JKEHCKUE OPTaHHI.

— YT0?! — mpokpuYaja s, HO TYT JKe 3aXJIOMHYJIa POT JIafi0HbI0, TPEBOXKHO ITIOCMOTPEB Ha ABEPH. B mo6oMm
ciydae cinoBa bpayHa Ka3aauch MHE HaCTOJIBKO aOCYPOHBIMU U HETIOHSTHBIMH, YTO XOTEJI0Ch
paccMmesiThesi. Kak Takoi Open MOT IPUATH B TOJIOBY JIEKapIo, KOTOPHIM MOJI2KEH cIliacaThb JI0fAeH, a He
KaJiedyuTh ux?!

— YyBCcTBa, KOTOPHIE UCTIHITEHBAET K Tebe Anekc, KuBoTHEIe. OHM yIUPAIOTCS B IIpomoikeHue pona. Co
BpeMeHeM ero BOJK IIOMMeT, 4TO 3auaTre HeBO3MOXKHO, ¥ CBSA3b Ballla IIOpBeTcs. S He 3HAI0, KaK MHOTO
BpeMeHU NOoHano0uTcs... Ho paHo uIu mO3OHO 3TO Mpou3oiaeT, — QUK CKaJl MOIO JIaJloHb TaK CHUJILHO,
4TO TJIa3a nmojie3yim Ha 106. Bce roBOpuiIo 0 TOM, 4TO MO€e corjlacue OJjisi Hero 6e3yMHO BaxHO. — Heyxkenu
Tebe HyxKeH pebeHOK oT MoHcTpa? Emle ogHO YyymoBuille, yOuBalollee BCeX HajJleBO M HaIpaBo. YOwuiilia,
0ecuyBCTBEHHBIM MaHbsIK! MeXy MpoYuM, TH [ake ero BOCIIUTHIBATh He Oymenrs. A TaK eCThb MIaHC, YTO
CIIyCTsI TOIEI ThI HAlIelllh CBOIO JII000Bh ¥ BEI BMECTE CMOKeTe B3sTh 3[I0OPOBOTr0 pebeHKa U3 JoMa
MAaJIIOTKH. ..

— Br1 HeceTe Kako#i-To Opef! — mmokadvarsa rojioBo# s, 00/1M3aB epPeCcoXIIrue Iryobl. — ITO BCe 3BYUYUT... B
cyMacuienumi!

— Bribop 3a To6oi, Pybu. 4 He Mory Tebs 3acTtaBuTh. ToNbKO Tebe pellaTh, KaKot OymeT TBOS KU3Hb
yepes IecsTh JIeT — B TeMHUIIe alb(bl UIKX CBOOOOHON Ha BOJie, — OTBes B3IJIA[ B CTOPOHY, MyKYKWHA
3aCMOTPeEJICS B OKHO, AyMasi 0 4eM-TO CBOeM. Y MeHs Xe Ha A3bIKe KPYTUIJICS €JUHCTBEHHBIN BOIIPOC:

— 3ayeM BaM IIOMOraTh MHe?

— 4 momorato He Tebe, a BceM BOKpyT. Eciiu Anekca Kpoydopaa He cTaHeT Ha 9TOM II1aHeTe, MUp OymeT
TOJILKO YMIIle U CHACT/IMBEEe, — Pe3KO0 B3TJITHYB Ha MeHsi, bpayH monpasui cebs. — ToyHee, eT0 KPOBHOTO
TTPOMOJIKEHHUS.

— Kaxk anbsda He cmor npoumnTaTh Baimy Mbeiciin? Bens ChIOKM IOBOPHUIIA... — IIPUIIEI B TOJIOBY €IIle OOUH
BoOIIpoOC, Ha 4To OUIUI OTBETUJI TYT XKe, TIepeOuB MeHS:

— Mos moub CIMIIKOM MOJIOAA, ee ellle He nocBaTunu. OHa He SIBNSIETCS YacCThio KJlaHA, a 3HAYUT, ee
Meiciu O Kpoydopaa 3akprITH. A 4... Bce ele 4acTs Apyroi ctau. AJleKC CIUIITKOM CHUJIBHO IOBEPSET
MHe, YTOOBI IIPOBEPSITDH TOTOIITHO.



HpI/IH_[ypI/IBH_II/ICB, 51 IIBITAJIaCh IIOOJIOBUTh MY2KYUHY Ha JIZKHU. Ho oH ka3ancsa HUCKPEHHUM. Brino B ero
T'JIa3aX HEYTO TaKoe, YTO HAallOMHWHAaJIO MEHA CaMy. TpaqueCKaH moTeps.

— INouemy xe?

— OpHaXKH s CTac ero OTIla OT CMEePTH U Bhinedusl ChIOKM OT BOJTYLETO paKa, YTO MOYTH YyHOo B HAIleM
Mupe.

MHe XOTeJNIoCh 3ajilaTh MUJIIMOH BOIIPOCOB, BEMb BIIEPBBIE 32 HECKOJIBKO MHEHM KTO-TO TOBOPUJI CO MHOM Ha
PaBHEBIX ¥ Pa3bsICHSI mpoucxopsiiee. Ho B KOMHATy mmocTy4anu. Y g MoHsiIa, YTO 9TO BCE, YTO CYKAEHO
y3HAaTh.
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— Bouinute, — CriokoMHO oTBeTUJI bpayH, KakK HU B 4eM He OBIBAJIO IPUCTYIUB K MEOUIIMHCKOMY OCMOTPY.
Temepkb eTo B3TIS Ka3aJiCsi TAKUM JKe HaJIMEeHHBIM M CKydYalolluM, KaK ObIJI BO BpeMs IIpHreMa B fioMe
anbQHI.

B xkomuarty Bomen Kpoydopn, CIOBHO crienmaabHO UCIIOIb3YsI OOBIYHEIN YemoBedyecKul mar. OH JINIIb
cleTKa Mas3HyJI 110 MHe B3TJISIOM, TYT Ke IlepeBens ero Ha dununa:

— Kaxk pmena, mok?

— Mucc 300poBa, XKU3HU ee HUYero He yrpoxkaeT, — yILOHYJICS MyXK4YKHa, IToBeds IjledyaMu. [leckaTs,
9TO MOsI paboTa. — Ho KaKoe-TO BpeMs IIPUAETCs IOBPEeMEHUTD C IJIAHOBBIM 3aYaTHeM 110 MeOUIIMHCKUM
IpUYMHaM, a B 00IIIEM...

— Muccuc, — BHe3aIlTHO mepebui ero AjleKc, OTYeKaHWB KaXKayio OYKBY CKBO3b 3y0Orl. OH CMOTpeI Ha
OOKTOpA CJIerKa 3aIljIBIBIINM B3TJIAA0M, TSAKEJIO Obllra. Ha KakoH-TO MOMEHT s PeIlTusia, 4YTO OH CMOT
[IPOCIylIaTh Pa3roBOp, U CKajla [TajbllaMU IPOCTHIHIO TaK CUJILHO, YTO eIBa He pa3opBajla TKaHb.

— IIpoctute? — moBen 6pPoBhI0 BpayH. AKTEpOM OH OBIJI TPEKPACHBIM, JIYUIlle MHOTHUX, IOy YUBIINX
Ockap.

— ¥V PyOu ecTh My, ¥ 9TO 51, — OpPOPBIYan anbda, gesas iar Buepen. — Bopens, ecinu 3aX0TuTe
3amepeThCcs HaeQUuHe C MOeU KeHOH, CIIPOCUTE pal3pelleHne. 3a TaKoe MOXKHO 1 Ka3HUTh.

— Anbda, 5T UMb XOTeN IIOMOYb... — MYXYKMHAa CTYIIHJI Ha3af, YIIepIIUCh B IONOKOHHUK. [Taee 6exkaThb
OBLIIO HEKYIa, a SIBHO X0TeNnock. JHepreTuka Kpoydopma 6nita MoIHON. CIIOBHO CMOTPHIIE B Y10
MUCTOJIETa WIIH 3allepPT B KJIETKE C FOJIOOHEIM TUrpoM. OIHO HeBepHOe OBUKEHNEe UK CII0BO — KOHeI[. —
BrI Begb 3HAeTe, Kak s MpefaH Balllel ceMbe.

— 3Hao, — KUBHYI I'JIaBapb, IPUIYyPUBIINCE. — HecMoTps Ha cyap0y OpaTa ¥ CECTPHI, KOHEYHO.

— OHu 3aCJIy2KHJIN 3TO. Hpenann CTalo, — corJjlacujcs ¢ HUM 6e3 Kamju KonebaHui Bpa4y, a 4 yxKe
COBEPIIIEHHO HEe IIOHKMMaJla, O YeM UIeT PeYb.

— BepHO, — KMBHYJI My2KUYMHA, U3y4as «XKepTBy». OH CJIOBHO MCKAJl IPUYMHY, ITI0UYEMY AOIXKEH ITOBEPUTH
BpayHy, u Hamen ee, IoToMy Kak BOPYT pacciabuiics u 60jiee CIOKOWHO BhIIal: — BEIAONTE, HAM HYKHO
MIOTOBOPUTH. [10ATOTOBbTE BCe MJisi BHIMUCKU. CeromHsi Py6u BepHETCs OMOI.

— Ho ona He MoxeT! 2KUTh B IMOfBaJie IOCIe BHYTPEHHET0 KPOBOTeYeHUST, 6€3 BO3MOXKHOCTH CPOYHOU
nomotu? ITocre 3TOro BB XOTUTE 30OPOBOE IIOTOMCTBO?! — yKaCHYJICA MyxK4uuHa. ['OBOpHUI OH Tak
CaMOOTBEPIKEHHO, YTO BhI3Ba/I HHTepec y Kpoydopma. ®Punum onucan He MEHEe OEeCSITH NPUYNH, TIoYeMy 5
He JOJIXKHa ITOKUIOATH IIajaTy. BIIoTh DO JIeTanbHOTO UCXO0Ha.

— TonbKo mo 3aBTpamHero yrpa. [locie Ml BepHeMcs 06paTtHO. [Ipukax)y BEIOenuTh ojisg PyOu KoMHATY
HaBepxy. Hapeiock, Bup Ha rophl ¥ peKy 671aroTBOPHO MOBNUSET Ha ee CKOpelilliee BEI3NOPOBIEHNE, —
BHE3aIIHO OTBETHUJI AJIEKC, TOYEeMY-TO u3berasi CMOTPETh MHe B ry1a3a. C MOMEHTa eTo IPUXoa B IajaTy
OH TaK 3TOT0 U He cHOefall.

— OTnr4HO. DTO MEHS yCTPauBaeT, — COTJIACHUJICS OOKTOD, a CIIyCTS MTHOBEHUE €r0 MECTO yiKe
nmycrtoBaio. Bpsim nu s Korga-HuOyob IPUBBEIKHY K CBEPXCKOPOCTH, KOTOPYIO BOJIKY HBITAIOTCS
HCIIOJIb30BaTh KaXkIyi0 CBOOOMHYIO CEKYHIY.

Kak TonbKO gBepb 3aXJIOMHYJIachk U MBI ocTanuck ¢ Kpoydopmom HaemuHe, s mepecTaja 4yBCTBOBaTh Ce0s
ytoTHO. CHOoKyCcHpoBaB BCce BHUMaHMe Ha MajbllaxX PyK, CTapajiach IPEeOCTaBIISATh, YTO OJHA, W AIIIAThH
TIOJTHOM T'PyIbI0. Anbgha MOJTYall IIeJIyI0 BeYHOCTh, He U30aB HU 3BYKa, II03TOMY BBIXOOUJIO HEIIJI0XO.

— Kak THI? — BOPYT IIPOM3HEC MyXK4YKWHA 0€3YMHO CIIOKOMHO ¥ Ja’ke HEMHOI'0 HeyBepeHHO. TOH ObII
HaCTOJIbKO He II0X0XK Ha ero OOBIYHHIHN, YTO s MHCTUHKTHUBHO B3[I€PHYJIa TOJI0BY, BCTPETUBILKCE C ITapoi
KPUCTAIbHO-TOJTyOBIX T'JIa3.

PacTepsBIIUCH OT TAaKOW CMEHBI HACTPOEHUS, ST He cpa3y [ajia OTBeT, COMBYMBO MPOOOPMOTAB:
— BrIBano u nydie.

Amnekc KUBHYJI, TYT K€ pa3BEepPHYJICS Ha ISATKaX, CleJiaB MEePBHIH IIar B CTOPOHY ABEPY, HO MTHOBEHHO
3aMep CHOBA, IOCMOTPEB Ha MeHs. BEITSIHYB yKa3aTeIbHBIN Hajell BIIePe, OH X0Te ObIIO YTO-TO CKa3aTh,
HO BHOBb IepengyMari. HepBHO CrJIOTHYB, pa3gpaXeHHO ITo4yecar IeTUHY.

— Iymato, TH He 3aciIyXKuja TOro, KakK s IIOCTYIUII ¢ TO60M HOYbi0, — BHe3allHOo BeImoxHYN Kpoydopn u
TOJIBKO IIOCJIE 3TOT'0 Pa3BEPHYJICS, HaMepeBasiCh BCe-TaKu YUTH.



— 9TO «U3BUHU»? — OT YOUBIJIEHUS cephle 3abuiiock OBICTPee, IJ1a3a pacuaxHynIuch, 6yaTo gBa Omioana, a
OpoBu B3MEeTHYJIMCH Ha J106. KapTrHKA TPOMCXOSIIEro Ka3ajaach CHOM. Belb CMYINeHHBIN U PaCTEePSIHHBIN
Anekc Kpoydopn nmpocTo He cymiectBoBas! YenoBeK, BEIPBABIINM CEP/Ile MOET0 MPOIIIOro JI000BHUKA,
IIPOCTO HEe MOT U3BUHATHLCS.

IIBepb 3axJI0NHYJIach, OTBET S TaK U He IoJIy4dusia. XoTs, IPU3HAThCA YeCTHO, He XKpaana. JIerko ObUI0
nony4yuTh oT Kpoydopaa KaMeHb B CIUHY, HO YTO-TO Y€JI0BEUYECKOe AaBajioch Tsikeno. CTpaHHO ObIIO
IIOHUMAaTh, YTO I'Ie-TO 3a BOJTYbell UIIOCTAChI0 eCTh ellle U YejioBedyeckasi cTopoHa. CriocoOHa U OHa
CcTpapmarh, JTIOOUTH, TepeKUBaTh?

— TouyHOo HeT! — oTBeTHUNA S BCJIIyX, 3aCTaBJidsd cebs OYHYTBCS OT OJINTEJIBHBIX pa3MLIU.IJ'IeHHfI. HmeHHO
TOroa B OBEPb IIOCTy4Yalln. MonogeHbKas AOEeBYIIKa II0JIOZKHKJIa Ha IIOCTEJIb IBETACTYIO ITIOOAPOYHYIO
K0p06Ky, OﬁMOTaHHYIO KpPaCHBIM GaHTOM U, HE TOBOPsA HHU CJIOBA, BHIIIJIA.

— IIpocTuTe, — OKPUKHYIIA S ee, IPOTSHYB 00PAaTHO YIAKOBKY. — $1 He MPUMY HUKAKUX IIOHAPKOB.
3abepuTe, a TakxkKe nepenaite Kpoydopay, 4To MHE HUYETro He HyKHO. 3apaHee crracuoo!

— Anbda 3HaJ, 94TO BH TakK CKaXkeTe, — KUBHYJIA OHa, PoOKO yIeIOHYBINCE. — LluTupyo: «IIpocTo
OTKPOM».

MHe He XOTeJIOCh UATH Ha MOBOAY y anbdbl. X0Ts OBl HIOTOMY, YTO HH pa3y IIPU MHE He BO3HUK BOIIPOC,
rnoueMmy, COOCTBEHHO, S OKa3ajiack B O0JIbHUIIE. AJIEKC BOCIIPHHUMAJ 9TO KaK HEYTO HOPMAJIbHOE UJIH BCE
BOKPYT IIPOCTO [eJIajii BUJ, YTO S OBOII, He 003aHHBIN 3HATH ITPABAY O 3T0POBHE?

U Bce ke m0O0MIBITCTBO B357I0 BepX. B 4acTHOCTH, OT Ge3heibs TOPOILJIMBO copBaa Gobry, IPOCTO
XKeJasl y3HaTh, 4eM Kynui MeHs anbda? Ho 3To okasascst oOpuHEIN ntaHIIeT. Takol, kKakuM obiagaeT
11000 CTYOEeHT uiu PaboTHUK KPYIHOM QuUPMBI. BMECTUTENbHBIM, MUHUATIOPHBIN, MOIIHBIH.

Korpa-To, B IPOIIUION XU3HK, MaMa C Aol IoJapuai MHe TaKO# Ha JeHb poxkaeHus. Ho mocine ux
CMePTH S BHIHYK[IeHa Obljla TPoHaTh ero, YTOOH OMIaTUTh 3a00KEHHOCTH TT0 KPeAuTY, MONTyYeHHYIO B
HacJIencTBo.

HaxkaB Ha KHOIKY pa30/I0KMPOBKHY, 3aMepiia OT yOUBJIeHU... [laporeM OBII OTIIEYaTOK MOETo Majbiia!
Kak Takoe B00OIIle MOXKHO ITPOBEPHYTH?!

— XM... — monucTaB pabouunii CTOJI, He Hallllla MPUBBIYHLIX I'JIa3y COIMANIbHLIX ceTel unu Gpaysepa.
Tamepesi, TOHHaA UTP ¥ CTPaHHOE MIPHUJIOKEHNEe, paHbIlle MHe He BCTpedaBiieecs. KITUKHYB Ha HETo, 5
OKOHYATEJIbHO TOTepPsijia Aap PedH.

Bemach ckphiTast 3anuch u3 MamuHbL. [1o gopore uuia Knapa. Ee Hora Ovlyia cioMaHa, AeBYIIKA CMEITHO
IepenprIruBaa jIy>Ku, CJIOBHO CBETUIBHUK «IIuKcap» BO BCeM M3BECTHOU 3acTaBKe. KOCTrUIM mOpXanu B
BO3ayxe, OyATo ABa KphIHIIKa. [llest meByImIKyu okalajlachk CIpsiTaHa Mo MEOQUITMHCKMM BOPOTHUKOM, JTUII0
OremHee oOpgHOTO. HO B 11€710M OHA ynbiOanach, 60pMoUa 4TO-TO IIOA HOC.

Ha cecTpe Onlnta mpyrast opMa, CIIOBHO M3 JOPOTOM YaCTHOM IIKOILL. Y 11171a OHA He 110 HalleMy
0I0IKeTHOMY palioHy, a II0 TOMY, I'le OOUTAIOT TOJIBKO CJIIMBKM 00111eCcTBa, 6€peryT CBOKM KOTTEeIXKHU 3a
TpexMeTpoBeIMU 3ab6opamu. K ogHOMY M3 TaKuX HOAOIIa OEeBYIIKA, HajKajla Ha OJBEPHOM 3BOHOK, U
BCTpeuYaTh ee BHIIIA Oabymka. Yepe3s MrHoBeHMe, KOTla OHU BOIIIM BHYTPH, BUIEO 3aKOHYUIIOCH, 9KpaH
morac.

Crie3nl 3aTOMMIIN TagXKeT, TIOCTEb, JIaOHU CTaIu MOKPHIMU. MHe cTanmo O0IbHO TaK, KakK HUKOTHa He
66U10. M Ha TO GBUIO KAK MUHUMYM [OECSTh IPUYNH, IIPOU3HECTH KOTOPhIE Haxe npo cebs MHe Ka3aloch
KOIIIYHCTBOM.

Onno papmoBano — Kiapa 1esa, a 6a6yIika 3I0poBa.

ITenslil feHb IpoIIeN 3a MEeIUIIMHCKUMU IIpollenypaMu, U naxe BpayH He HaBe[bIBAJICS CO CBOUMU
Mep3KUMHU IpernjioxeHusamu. Ho OBI0 HeYTO CTpaHHOE, YTO OIIylllana KaXaas KjleTodka Tejla: AJekc
Kpoydopz naxonuncs B 6onpHuIle. OH He yexXall ¥ He 3aX0IuJI B I1ajary.

I'me-To Ha YPOBHE XKUBOTHOTO MHCTUHKTA MHE yIaBaJOCh TOYYBCTBOBATh 3HAKOMBIHM CTPax mepen
HEH3BEeCTHOCTHI0. BeCh MOU OpraHW3M CMOT HaCTPOUTHCS Ha BOJIHY anb(bl, HO HE AJIsI TOTO, YTOOLI
TIOYyBCTBOBATh TI000Bb U 3a60Ty. HeT. YTOOH OrpaguTh Ce0si OT €ro IPUCYTCTBUS B MOEH KU3HU.

Beuepowm, mocie MIOTHOTO yKMHA, MEICECTPa OCTAaBUJIa OTKPHITOM 3aHABECKY, TTO3BOJISIS JTI000BATHCS
HOYHBIM He6oM. OHO 3aBOpPazKMBaJIo, IOTIOIIAJI0, HEe JaBaja MOPTHYTh. M XOTh TE€JI0 MOPUJIIO OT KEeIaHus
TOCIaTh, 51 KaHO TJIoTala KaXAaylo BO3MOXKHOCTb BUMIETh HEGO, a He XOJIOMHbIE KUPIIUYHBIE CTEHEI
TmogBara.

— IMoyeMy THI IIJTQYEITH? — MIOCJIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC U3 TEMHOTEL. OH OBIJT CIIOKOMHEBIM, pacciiabIeHHBIM,
HaIOJHEHHBIM YMCTHIM MHTepecoM. Ho B 3TOT pa3 s He ciblllana nIpubauxeHus Ajekca, I103TOMY



B3OPOTHYyJIa U IIOJOPBajiaCh Ha MecCTe.

[TpUITOOHSBIIINCE Ha JIOKTSX, S COIIyPHJIa I'Ia3a, YTOOHI BrIISIIEeThCS B MaJIbHUM TEeMHBIH YTOJI MalaTH,
OCBelllaeMbIH JIUIITh 3Be37aMu U JIYHOM. TaM CTOsIJT0 BEICOKOE KOXKaHoe KPecyio, B KOTOPOM PaCKUHYIICS
Kpoydopza, BHUMATEIbHO TIISOs Ha MEHS.

— Kaxk gaBHO THI TYT? 9 HHUYEro He MOYyBCTBOBA/A... — PACTEPSIHHO MPoGopMoTaa, METasiCh YTOMOHUTD
OellleHoe cepaiebueHue.

— I'me-To okoji0 yaca. C TOro MOMEHTa, KaK THI Hauajla CMOTPETh B OKHO, — TIOKaJ IJiedaMy MyK4HHa,
BEPHYBIINCH K CBOEMY Bompocy. — U Bce xke?

HagepHoe, He OynOp g Tak KaTacTpoduuecku u 6€CIIOBOPOTHO OJMHOKA, HE CTajla Obl TOBOPUTE C ambdoii.
Ho B TOT MOMEHT 5 4YyBCTBOBaJjia ce0sl pa3maBlIeHHOM U pPa3duTOM, CJIOBHO IO MHe IIpoexas TaHK. [lo meke
U BIIpABOY KaAaTHUJIACh CJjie3a, U XOThb IIPUYUH OJIA paCCTpOfICTBa OBLIIO MHOTO, ceryac KOHerTHOﬁ BBIOEJINTH
s1 He cMoria. [ToToMy IpOCTO IoXKaJjla mjiedaMy M YTKHY/IacCh I'0OJIOBOM B IOAOYIIKY, YCIIEB 3aMETHUTh
MafaoIyIo 3Be31y.

— 3arapana xejaHue? — CHOBa npou3Hec Kpoydopn, 3acTasnsas HaxMypUThCs. Kak maBHO OH ORI
HACTOJIBKO MUJI co MHO#? [IpaBunsHO, HUKOTAa. OnpeneeHHO eCTh B 9TOM HEKUU IIOJIBOX.

— Het, — 4yecTHO oTBeTusa, 06/IM3aB mepecoximue ryorl. Hermpon3BoIbHO MaTbIIEL HOT CXKAaJIUCh B
HAMPSXKEHUH, a PYKH OBLIN CIIeIlJIeHH Ha XKHUBOoTe. — Hudyero He gaeTcs IPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO THI XOUEIIlb.
Papu o060 11e71u Hy2>KHO paboTaThk.

— CoraceH, — BEIOOXHYJI MyKYWHA CIIYCTs LENIYI0 MUHYTY, OyATO 06OyMBIBAsi MOU CJIOBA.

PasroBop sIBHO He KJIeUJCS, a 1 He cobupanach ero nognepxkuBaTth. MeHs Tak U TSIHYJIO CIIPOCUTL IIPO
CceMblo, HO fiefiaTh 3TOro He cTtana. He xoTesa, 4ToOH anbga 3allOMHUII, KaK BaXKHbLI OHU OJIsT MeHs. B
OynyImeM 9TO MOXKET CTATh MOUIHLIM PHIYaroM [aBJIEHUS.

TTpoIIIyIo HOBOIBHO MHOTO BpeMeHu. CTONMBKO, YTO O MPUCYTCTBUY MTOCTOPOHHUX MHE yXKe TOYTH YIaJIoCh
3a0BITh, KaK BOPYT I'POMO3OKYI0 TULIWHY OTJIYLINJI IIETOT:

— 3ayeM THI IILITAJIaCh IIOKOHYUTE C COOO0?

— YTO?! — Bompoc oKa3aJjiCsi HaCTOJIBKO HEOXKUAaHHBIM, YTO, PE3KO0 JAEePHYBILINCH Ha MECTe, s TOJIKHYyJIa
MeIUIMHCKYIO ITaHeJIb cipaBa 0T cebsi. OrpOMHEIN TeJIEBU30P MO PACKPOIIUTH MOIO I'0JIOBY, CJIOBHO
rpeukuit opex. Ho s1 maxe ucnyraTtbCs He yCIlelia, Bedb B MTHOBEHUE OKa pyku Kpoydopna nmogxBaTtunu
almapaT ¥ BePHYJIM €ro Ha MeCTO, CJIOBHO 3TO nyIInHKa. — C 4ero Thl B3sJI?

— BpayH roBopur, 3To npuyYnHa aHaduIaKTU4eCcKOoro Ioka. To, 4eM TH TpaBUJIach, TaK U He BHIIBUIIH, —
Anexkc Teneps OB 67IM3KO0, HA PACCTOSIHUM BHITSIHYTOU PyKH. [1o TOMY, KaK COLIYPUIIUCH €To Tja3a u
WUTpay JXKejaBaKM, CTalo IOHSITHO, YTO 9TO I'JIaBHEIM Borpoc. MMeHHO paau 3To# nHpopManuu MyK4uHa
IIPUIEJI CI0fa U IBITAJICS 3aBs3aTh PasroBOp.

— HokTop Bbpayns?! — ynuBunacs s, paCTepsIBUINCE.

Ia, s BRIIIUJIA TOT IIOPOIIOK AOOPOBOJILHO, HO TOJIBKO AJISI TOTO, YTOOH! CIIaCTHUCh, BRIOpaAThCA U3 oMa
anbGbl. YOIUBUTEJIFHO, HO MBICTIA O CYUITH[E OBIJIM Y MEHS TO[ JKeJIe3HBIM 3aMKOM, KOTOPHIM HEBO3MOXKHO
B3JIOMAaTh. JTO He BHEIXOM!

— KonyaroT ¢ coboii cimabrie mioau, He CIIOCOOHBIe 60POTHCS U OBUTATHCS AabIlle. A eIe MO3€ePHI,
TpebymoIyre BHUMaHUA! — CJIMIIIKOM Pe3KO0 BBIMIAJIKIIA 51, Pa303J/IMBIINCE. — THI CUUTAEIh MEHS TaKoH, ma?

— Her, — TBEPHOO OTBETHUJI MyXK4YHWHA. — HOSTOMY U CIIpalllrBalo.

Ctano ropbko, BO PTY IIOSIBUJICS IIPUBKYC KUCJIOTEL. MOXKHO cIIaTh C KeM YI'OOHO, CeKC He Tak BaxkeH. OH
He KacaeTcCsI MOeH AyIu, He 3afeBaeT npuHIunhL. [1ycte 661 Kpoydopa cHoBa mepecnan co MHOH, a He
OOBHUHSII B TOM, YTO TaK OOJIPHO Pe3aHyJIO 10 TOPOOCTH.

— Wnu K uepTy, Anekc! — oTBEpPHYBIIHNCH K HEOY, IPOIIUIIEIA, JaXKe He 3aMEeTHUB, KaK MePBHIN Pa3
Ha3Bajla CBOEro IIOXUTUTEJIS 110 UMeHHU. f Tak 4acTo fesasa 3To IIpo cels, YTO BCIIyX 0Ka3aJioCh IIPoIle
IIPOCTOTIO.

Ox npaBpa cobparsncs yuTu, 1 9To pagosaso. Tydiayu ero HapoYyuToO 'POMKO CTydYasIu II0 [0y, a I
OTCYHTHIBAJIA LIaTH OO0 OBEPHU, He TJIsIOs Ha Hero. Kak BOPYT BCe 3aTUXJI0. B3METHYJICST 3HaKOMBIN BETEPOK,
Amnekc BO3HUK IIPSIMO Tepe[ Tiia3aMi. B3mepHyB Ha Hero roJjioBy, S HEXOTS IIPUIIOAHsIIa OpoBb. JlecKaTh,
TOBOPU U IIPOBaIUBail.

— 4 xoe-uyTO IIOKaXy Teﬁe, — IIPOTAHYJI OH C TOPAIIXMHU I''la3aMH, BBITSAHYB JIaJOHb BIIEPEen.



B ronose, ci10BHO HEeOHOBas BEIBeCKa, Murajso cjioBo «OITACHOCTD». Ho oTka3aTk Tak IpsiMo He
pelunacs, BEIIAJINB I€PBOE, YTO IIPUILIO B TOJIOBY:

— MHe Taxeno xonuTsk. He gymMaro, 4To 3TO Xopollas Uaes.

— 41 moHecy Tebs Ha pyKax, — IPEIJIOKMUIT AJTeKC HEMIPUHYKIEHHO. YBEPEHa, B 9TOT MOMEHT MOH TJjla3a
IIPEBPATHUIIN B ABa OJII0IIA, a TOJI0C Iporman. YTo OH TOJILKO YTO cKasasn? f He ociblmanack? — CMOTPH,
Py6u, y TeOs mBa BHIXOfla: OCTABAThCS TYT U T'PYCTHO MSIJIMTHCS HA 3BE3MHI, ITyCKas Cle3Hl... JIu6o
OTIIPABUTHLCSI CO MHOMH.

Ynousnenno riasangs Ha Kpoydoppaa, s 3absu1a, 9TO AoMXKHA OBIIA HaTh OTBET. IIPOCTO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT...
4 yBupena ero gpyruM. be3s MopimuaKky MexXny 6poBel, 0310671eHHOT0 0cKaJsla, KJIILIKOB U phYallero
f6apuTtoHa. OHa CMOTpPEN Ha MEHS CIIOKOWHBIM, YCTAJIBIM B3TJISIIOM, BBEITJISIAE] HEMHOTO PACTEPSIHHBIM U
COUTHIM C TOJIKY MOe¥ peakuuii. CJIOBHO HOPMaIbHBEIM MyXYHHA.

Heyxenu TakuM ero BUguT ChIOKM KaXKObIA O€Hb?
— Py6u? — HamoMuuI 0 cebe anmbda CIyCTs IIeTyi0 BEYHOCTh. — THI peruna?

— A?.. YT0?.. — OTBeqs B3TJISAA, ST MOJIUJIA BCEBHIITHETO, YTOOB BMUT TOKPACHEBIINE IIEeKHU CKPBUINCH U3
oSt 3peHus Asekca. Maio i, Kak 3TOT 0e3yMell pacleHUuT Mou uHTepec?! [lymasi COBCEM O IPYIroM,
BHIIANIMIIa Ha SMonusax: — IM-M? HUrto?.. [la, xopomo... Ara...

Hamynas MO0 1agoHb IOA TONIIEN ofesisa, AJIeKC Me[JIEHHO CIIYCTUJICS BHU3 K JIaJlOHU, BEI3EIBAS
HACTPOEHHOCTDb U MypallKkyu. MyK4YWHa IIOOXBAaTUII MEHS Ha PYKH, CJIOBHO S HUYETO He BeCHJIa HJIu Obllia
TPSOUYHOM KYKJION. TeM He MeHee fepzKall MeHsI KPenKo 1 6epekHOo, IPeaBapUTENIbHO 3aKyTaB B
TTPOCTHIHU.

B03pa}KaTB ORITIO Y&Ke II030HO. YecTHO TOBODPJ, 4 IIPOCTO HUCIIyraJiacCh.

Kak TOJBKO OBephb majaThl OTKPEIIACh, MBI IIOMAIM B HEGOIBIIONH KOPUAOP, OTHAEISBIINA MOU IIOKOU OT
o01meit cymaToxy. UMeHHO IT03TOMY BHYTPH ObijIa Takasi rpo6oBasi THIMHA. Hac BCTpeTniu msa
FPOMO3IKHX ¥ YCTPAIIAIOIUX OXPAHHUKA, KOTOPHIX s ObI MPUHSIIA 3a CTATYH, €C/IU Obl OHU He KUBHYIIH
Kpoydopay, KopoTko 1 po6kKo 6pocus:

— Anbda.

B o6111eM Kopumope Topen CBET, HallMeHTHl pacXaXKWBaJjid U3 CTOPOHKI B CTOPOHY, BPa4H CIIELINIIUA 10
CBOMM [ejiaM. Bce CIIOBHO He 3aMeday LeI0H OpObl OXPAaHHUKOB, BEICTPOUBIINXCS MTeped MOeH ITaaaTou.

— 9T0 00s3aTeIbHO? — YOUBIEHHO IIEIHyJa 1 AJIeKCy, He CTaB CUYUTATD IOCJIe OecsaToro. — Y
Ipe3ufeHTa KOPpTeXK MEHBIIIE. ..

— 3a Ipe3uieHTOM OXOTUTCSI MEHbIIe JTIofiel, — COONTHYI IUIITHero MyK4KWHa, HO, KakK OBl S HU IIBITaIach
y3HaTh, YTO OH UMEJI B BUY, OOJIbIIIE U CJIOBOM HE OOMOJIBUJICS.

Bce BpeMsi, moka MHEI IOTHUMAJIUCH Ha TudTe, AeKc mepkai MeHs Ha pyKaxXx. MHe He HpaBUJIOCh 3TO, s
uyBCcTBOBasia cebs HekoMpopTHO. Y Mexkay TeMm, rae-To B TIyOMHE Oy MejIbKajla MBICITh: KaK OH He
ycraeT? HecMmoTpst Ha MO0 XynoOy U «TOJIOOHBIN» BUI, OTel] HarpaAuil MeHsI TSAKeJIBIMU KOCTSIMU, U BeC
COCTAaBJISIJI OKOJIO IIIeCTUNECATH KUI0TPaMMOB.

W3-nox pecHurl B3rIsSHYB Ha Kpoydopmaa, s nelTanach IOHATh €T0 HCTUHHOE HacTpoeHre. Kak oH
OTpearupyeT, eCcjIu s IIOIPOIITy ero BepHyTh MeHsI 00paTHO B nanaTty? Benuka i BepPOSATHOCTE OBITh
cOpoIeHHON ¢ Kphiu? Uy npuayIeHHON MPsMo 30eCh?

— Mt Mmoru OBl OUYTHUTHCS Ha KPHBIIIe 3a MOJII0 CEKYH/EI, HO, 60I0Ch, TTO00HAas CKOPOCTh ceiiyac He
pekoMeHaoBaHa Ayis Te6st, PyOu, — CJIOBHO OTIpaBABIBAsICh, TPOTSIHYJI OH, PE3K0 IOCMOTPEB Ha MeHs. 5
TYT JXe OTBepHYJIach U 3aTUXJIa. ByIuTh cusiuiero 3Bepsi 0co00T0 KenaHus He BO3HUKAJIO.

Kak TombKO TudT OCTAaHOBUIICS, MBI OUYTHUJIMChH Ha KPHIIIE, OCBEIeHHON HeOOJIBIIINM KOJIMYeCTBOM
dborapeii. Berxongut, B 60y1bHUIIE OBIIIO OKOJIO MATHAOLATH 3TaxXKel, caMO CTPOEHHE PAacIoyarajioch Ha
IIPUTOpPKe, C KOTOPOTO OTKPHIBAJICA IMNKaPHEIM BUI Ha ropof. LleHTp momcBedYuBasncs, CJI0BHO HOBOTOOHSA
eJlb, HEKOTOphIEe paliOHBI TOPEJIM He TakK SIPKO, a BOT IPEeXKHUU palioH ceMbU BOoTTep coBceM 3aTepsics B
yacTtu 6epera TeM3HL.

Ctouno Anekcy IOCTaBUTh MEHS Ha HOTH, Kak s TYT JKe 0Ka3ajach BO3Jle PeIleTKH, CYILOPOKHO CXKaB
nanbeliaMu OpyThsa. Ha rima3a HaxXJIBIHYIIM CIIEe3H, TEJIO CTalo TPSACTU. Bupm 3aBopaxkwuBai, BepHO... Ho geno
OaJieKo He B 3TOM. 41 Tak JaBHO YyBCTBOBasia cebs B I'yllle COOBITHM, YaCThIO 3TOT0 MUpPa. Lles1yio BeYHOCTh!

— O ueM THI IyMaelb? — 3HaKOMoO crpocun Kpoydopn B TOT MOMEHT, KOTia 3MOIIUY [TePenoIHsIIn. £
ObLIa HACTOJIBKO BIOXHOBJIEHA, 4TO 3a0klla O HeXXeJlaHNY Pa3roBapuBaTh C alb@oi.



— Bon tam mou goMm! ITo cocencTBy 1IKOMNa, rAe y9unach s, a ceudac yuurcsa Knapa! TouHee paHbie
y4unack. PssmoM ¢ Hel OrpoMHasi IeKapHs, TaM KaXXgoe YTPO oYepeb 3a CBeXXUM Xj1eboM, a cIpaBa
KaHLeNsapus, roe Bechk JIOHOOH 3aKkynaeTcs OyMmaroi. O6oxkaio 3ToT 3amnax! boru, oH Takoi, TaKO#... — OT
BOCIIOMMHAHUH KOJI0JIO B CEPIlle, HO Ha rybax mosBuiach ynel0ka. KTo 66 MOT ITOgyMaTh, UTO S CTaHy
CKydYaThb II0 TAaKUM PSOOBBIM M MPUBLIYHLIM BemlaM? 3yObl CBOOUIIO OT JKeJIaHWS BEPHYTh BCe Ha KPYyTH
cBosi! Ctaso 3s06K0 1 MeP3KO, OYATO 00IUIIN XOJIOOHOM BOAOM. A BCe IIOTOMY, YTO UMEHHO AJIEKC
Kpoydopza orobpan y MmeHs Bce. Bce, 4To umMena 1 MOrJjia UMeTh! A Terephb OH BHIITYCTUJI MEHS «HA CBET»,
Bpoze Kak: «Pamy¥ics, paObIHs, 4TO mai MOOLIIAaTh!» A 51 ¥ pamoBasach, IOIHAS UAUO0TKa. Pe3ko
Pa3BEePHYBIINUCH K MyXKUYHNHE, YBUEa Cj1a0yio yIBI0KY Ha ero rybax, ¥ 3TO OKOHYAaTeIbHO CBEJI0 MEHS C
yMma. YeMy, OH, cIpamuBaeTcs, pamoBaincsa?! — Ecmiu Obl TH He YKpajl MeHs, 51 Oblia Obl TaM. B cBoel
x&ku3Hu! Hakonwuna Ob Ha By3, 3aKOHYMJIA €0, HalllJla ITapHs CBOEM MEYTHl U K TPUALIATHA I'ofaM,
BO3MOXKHO, poxauia pebeHka. A moxeT, 1 HeT! YepT ero 3HaeT!

— 2Ku3Hb He Bcerjia CKjlafblBaeTCs TakK, KaK TOT0 XO4YeTCs, — IIOMpPayvHeB, BRIAOXHYJI MyK4YnHa. B Tyckiom
CBeTe s1 MOTJla BUIETDh eT0 IIPUIIeJIEHHBIN B3TJISA, OePKaBIIuii MeHs Ha uenu. Criepsa s He IIOHSIA, a
moToM... Xa! OH Befb O0SIJICS, UTO S NPHITHY... UM TakK TONBKO Ka3aJ0Ch? — DTO HEe 3HAUUT, YTO
MIPOUCXOISIIEe — XyOIINUi UCXO[ coObITHH. [ToBEPE MHE.

Bermnble poCTEIHE Pa3BEBAIUCh Ha CUJIBHOM BETPY, IIYTAsiCh MEXKAY HOT M Melllasi HOpMaJibHO XoauTh. Ho g
cresajna pe3Kuy mar Biepen, OYKBalbHO IPOKPUYAB B IyCTOTY:

— 4 e xouy gerei, Anekc! He xouy ObITh 2KeHO¥, TeM 6ojiee BTOpo#! ThI CIIPOCHUIT MEHsI, HAJIO I MHE
3HATh O TaKUX MyTaHTaX, Kak TH?! Thl He cupocun MeHs HU o0 yeM... HU! O! YHEM! — npukycus ryoy, s
masa ce0st Y4eTKYI0 YCTAaHOBKY He IJIaKaTh. XBATUT HA CETOOHS, NeHb U TaK BBIOAJICA OOXKOIUBEIM. — U
TEIepPh THI IIPUTBOPSIEIIHLCSI MUJIBIM, IPUBEOs MeHs ciofa. Cepbe3H0?  moKHa ImepecraTh ¢ ToO0OoM 3a
9T0? Wnu, OLITh MOXKET, POOUTEL peberKa Oyt ChloKu?!

— Henb3st u3MeHUTh HEKOTOPHIE Bellu, Py6ou. He st TeOs BeIGpasi, — oTYEKaHUII CKBO3b 3yOrl Kpoydopg,
cXkaB KyJaku. Ero Teno moTpsaxuBaio, Tpyab HEPBHO B3ObIMasiack. Ho s Oblyla Tak CUIBHO 3J1a HA HETO B
TOT MOMEHT, 4TO He o0palllajia BHUMaHus Ha TaKue YCI0BHOCTH! Bouka TeprneHus Oblja ITepernoaHeHa!l

— 3acTaBnsATh YeI0BeKa POOUTh pebeHKa, KOTOPOTO BIOCIEACTBUN O0TOepyT — HopMa?! Mmu, OBITH MOXKET,
crmaTh C IByMsI HOpMa, a?! — ellle OOWH I1ar, ¥ AJIEKC 0Ka3aJiCsi CIIUIITKOM OJIM3KO0 OT MeHs. f omyiasa
TEIIJIO eT0 Tejla U 3100HOoe Monyphiuanue. KBk 3HAKOMO O0OHAXXUIIKNCh, a OT JIydel cBeTa 3abjiecTenu
KameJibKY I1oTa Ha Ji0y. — YTo OBl TH HU CHeias Telepb, Kak Ovl ce0st HU Bell...  HeHaBuXKYy TebOs1, AJIeKc
Kpoydopz, u Bcerga Oyny HeHaBUETH!

— HenaBuaumis? — 37m00HO CBEPKHYJ KJIBIKaMU MYyK4YKWHa, YTPOOHO paccMesBIMCh. OT 3TOTO 3ByKa B
BEeHaX 3aCThUIa KPOBb, @ APOCTb HEMHOTI'0 noyTuxia. — Cmero Teb6s pa3ogapoBath, ChIOKM HE BCe
pacckasana Tebe o HalleM Mupe. ECTbh Koe-4To, YTO 5 PEeLIUJI OCTaBUTh Ha 3aKyCKy, Joporas.

— U 4TO0 Ke 3T0? — 3aMepeB, 1 HePBHO CIJIOTHYIIA, a anbda caesaji pelalonui mar Hapctpedy. Hamu
TeJjla CONIPHUKACAIUCEH TeIIePh, MOE CEPAIle Hauano OUTHCS Tak Ke OeIleHo, TOJI0Ba 3aKPyKUIach. 51
MIOIBITAIACh MIATHYTh Ha3a/l, HO PyKa MYKYHUHE 06BHIa MO0 TAJIWIO, OMYCTHUBIIUCH CIIUIIIKOM HU3KO U
CXKaB HUXKHIOIO YaCTh CIUHEL. ET0 ry0bl TaK Y4epPTOBCKU MEIEHHO HAaK/IOHSIKUCH K MOEMY Xy, UTO s
3a65I7a O CyIeCTBOBAHUY OBIXaHUsI. JIeTKHe XKIJI0 H0 60iIu.

— 4 MOTY IIPDUKA3bIBATh BCEM 4YJIeHdM CTadH, U OHHU He OCJIyIIalOTCs, HaXKe €CJIK COBEPIIEHHO IIPOTHUB MOUX
KOMaH[, — [IOIIeKOTaB OhIXaHUEeM yXO0, OH JIN3HYJI MOUYKY, a IIOCJIe CKOJIb3HYJI HOCOM BHU3, K METKE,
BBEI3bIBAsl CTPAHHYIO PEaKIIUIO. Opl"aHI/I3M CJIOBHO 2KOaJl 3TOIr0 U IIPUBETCTBOBAJI. qa Beb IMpeBpaTuiiaChk B
HacTosmyo HapkoMaHKy! — Kpowme Te6s1, PyO6u. Thl — coBceM Apyroe gerno.

— Hemnpaspa! 4 omymiana maBneHne, — MOMEHTAJILHO BO3pa3wniia, Tak pe3kKo, Oy[ATO OT 3TOTO 3aBUCETIa
MO 2KU3Hb.

— aBnenve, — nog4depkHynI Anekc. — Ecnu y Te6s HET XOTh MajleHIero xkejlaHus, y MeHs HeT cuil 1ebs
3acTaButh. [Iogo6HOE IPOCTO HEBO3MOKHO!

— Tu1 Bpemrs! 51 HUKOrma He xoTena Teb6s1. Hukorga, Ciabmmins?! — IPOCYHYB PYKH MEXKAY HaITuMU
TejlaMH, S IIBITajlach BEIPBATHCSA YTO eCcTh Moun. Ho Anekc GBI CJI0BHO HENIPUCTYIIHAS cKasna. [IpunonHsas
Iog0OPOMOK, OH 3arjIssHysI B MOM I'Jla3a, IPOLINUIIEB:

— Xouellb, mpoBepuM? ITO OyOeT maxke 3abaBHO... — BHE3aAITHO €ro XBaTKa ocnabia, S oKa3ascs
cB0oOOAHA, HO YYBCTBOBasa cebs elle Ooee CBI3aHHOM, YeM MIHOBEHHE Ha3afd. Kpoydopna cMmoTpen Ha
MeHs Tak, OynTo cobuparscs caeaTh YTO-TO y2KacHoe. ETo rojioc cTaji CTPpOrUM, TPOMKHUM, Y€TKHM:

— ITouenyit meHsi, Pyou.

U onsiTh cO3HAHWE MOMYTUJIOCH. £ He Morja HUu4ero caeyiatb. Mou HOTU caMU BhHIIIAaruBalll BIIeper, Tejo
caMo KauyHYyJIOCh HaBCTpe4Yy MyXK4WHe, IToKa I'yObl He HaKPHUIM ero, MepTBellKU XOJIOOHbIe. DTOT IOLelyH’
OBLT HeBUHEH U IIPOCT, HO S YyBCTBOBaJa cebs ykKacHo. Pa3maBneHHON, YHUKEHHOH.



— A Temepsb... IPBITHU C KPHIIIN, — TaK K€ CIIOKOMHO OTHasl KOMaHIy OH.

Mou 3PAa4YKHU PACIIaXHYJINCh B U3YMJIEHHNH, U3 I'OPJIa BEIPBAJICA pBaHbeI XPHUII. He BE€PHUJIOCH, YTO Anexc aTo
npousHec. Ho Teno caymanocs ero. f mpocTo 3Hasa, YTO HOJIKHA BEIIOJIHUTE €ro npukas. Anbdy Helb3d
ocnymaTtbcsi. HeBo3MOXKHO!

B momMerraTenbCTBe s MEJIEHHO IIJIa BIIEPEN, K IepeKilafguHe, COBEPILIEHHO 3TOr0 He XKejasd. f mobuna
XKW3HB, TI00yI0! HeT HU4Yero 1leHHee, BaXkHee. HeT TpyAHOCTEM, 3aCTaBUBIINX MEHSI 3aKOHYUTDH BCE 3TO
TakK TIIyIIo u 0€CCMBICIIEHHO.

HWMeHHO Torha s IOHsIa, YTO MOTry 00poThcs. CHUIoM BOIH, Cuioi Melrl. CHOBa M CHOBA IIOBTOPsIs cebe,
yTo Kpoydopa Hago MHOIO He BJIaCTEH, 51 3aMeJisijla CBOU OBUXKEHHUS, HO OHU BCE PABHO IIPOMOJIKAIUCh. B
KOHEYHOM CYeTe S 0OKa3ajach 3a MepekiaanHoi. Buu3y O6bu1 00phIB U Oy1mryioiiast 9acTh Tem3sl. ['1a3a
3aCTHUIIAIU CIe3bl, PYKHU TPSICIIUCH OT HAIPSIXKEHUS.

— Her... — mpomrenTana si cebe, 3ampernas mogmaBaThcs. — HeT, uept Tebs gepu! A 3Toro HUKOTOa He
coenao!

U TyT MeHs otnycTuno. Byaro kameHs ynan ¢ gymu. f BOpyr oco3Hasna, YTo O0Jbille He o[ BIUSHUEM,
CBsI3b IIOpBasnack. Teneps penent usBecTed! Hyxua nums cuna Bomnu!

— Bor Kak 3To pa60TaeT, — IIOCJIBIIIIAJICA I103aJX I'OJIOC CyMacCIIenInero, BCe 3ToO BpeMs HaGJ’IIOJIaBI.Hel"O 3a
IIPOUCXOOAIITUM. — Taxk uTo GoJbIlle HE TOBOPpH MHE O HEHaBHUCTHU M O TOM, KaK CHUJIBHO ThHI HE XOTeJla
3aHUMAaThCS ceKcoM. Thl caMa cebe X03sMKa.

Pe3K0 MMOBEPHYBIINUCH K MyXKYKUHE, 51 COOHUpasiach OCIIOPUTEL KaXKI0e CKa3aHHOEe UM CJI0BO, HO MOS
MIPOCTHIHD 3allyTallaCh B OCTPHIX BEICTYIAX KPHIIIH. DTO 3aCTaBUIIO ITOCKOJIb3HYTHCS U MTEePEeBaTUThCS
BIEpE].
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[TameHme OIUIOCH CEKYHOY, OBICTPEe, HeXKeu MeTyoK nanbieB. Ho 3a 3To Bpems MHe ynanoch
TIepecMOTPETh 3aHOBO CBOIO KM3Hb B HOBOM CBeTe. Torfa s moHsJIa TaK YeTKO, KaK HUKOTa PaHbIIle, UTo,
IIOKa YeJIOBEK JKUB, Y HET'O HET MpobieM. ITO BCe JIETKUE HEeYPSIAUIEL, UX MOXKHO UCIIPABUTh.

W3 ropiia BEIPBAJICS HEPBHLIN KPHUK, ITAJIbI[aMHU S IOIIBITAINCH CXBATUTHCS 3@ YTO-HUOYIb, HO OBIJIO TEMHO,
a KozKa BcroTena. J[IyX 3aXBaTUIIO, CJIOBHO Ha CaMOIl BHICOKOM TOpPKe B aKBallapke, I'le MPHUCYyTCTBYET
93¢ GeKT cBOOOTHOTO ITaleHusI.

[Tepen rna3amMy MeIbKHYJIO IIEPBOE OKHO, HO He yCIIesla B I'0JIOBe IIOSIBUTLCS MEICTIb, KaK 9TO y&KaCHO,
TPOMO3IKNe PyKU IIOWMalu MeHs B BO3OyXe, IPUTSHYB K cebe.

— YepTt! — mpopsryan Anekc, ILIXTS CJIOBHO ITapoBo3. — O ueM THI BOOOIIe mymarna, uguoTka?! YTo B
TBOEM rojoBe???

MEI CTOSITM Ha HeOONbIIoM OalKOHYHUKE, PACCYUTAaHHOM Ha Bpadel, BeOb pacIionarancs oH B
MenuuuHCKOM Kphiie. Kak TyT oka3zancst Kpoydopa ¢ Takoi GBICTPOTOM, MOXKHO OBIJIIO TOJIBKO
MIpenCcTaBUTh... 5 BUesla MyIbCUPYIOIUe HaOyXIre BeHEl Ha BUCKAaX MYXKYHHEI, & CaMO ero JIUII0 CTaIo
OesiBIM, KaK MeJl.

— T®I Befb caM IpuKa3ajl MHE IPHITHYTh! — B KPOBU OyIieBasl afpeHalnH, 3aCTaBUBIIHM PaCX0X0TaThCS.
OT Tako¥ XKU3HU CyMaclllecTBre He 3a ropamu! — Yto, anbda, He X04eTCcs OTHPaBUTHLCS BCIeqd 3a MHOM?

CxaB kpas ¢pyToonku Kpoydopaa, s moTsgHysa ux Ha cebs1 Tak CHUJIBHO, YTO TKaHb TpecHya. Ceparle
BBIPBLIBAJIOCH U3 T'PYOU, CO3HAHME BCe ellle He BePUJIO B IIpoucxonsiiee. ITpocTo 0TKa3bIBaI0Ch IPUHUMATS!

— EctecTtBeHHO, yMUpaTh U3-3a Te0s 5T He COOMPAIOCh, — CHSI3BUI OH, IPUXKUMasI MeHs K cefe Tak
Kpemnko, OyATo B mociaequuii pa3. — Ho ecnu cuenaels Tak elle pas... CaM y6bio!

— T®I caM TOHSJ, YTO CKa3al, a? — CIpPOoCHuia s, He BHUKHYB HU B OOHO CJIOBA U3 IIJTaMEHHOU peyu ambhl.
On 60pMOTaJ TaK CIyTaHO ¥ PAacTePsSHO, YTO IIPUXOAMIIOCH cOOUpaTh a3n. — 3Haellb, Mo 6abyIka
ymHTBUCT. ECcnu 51 oueHs nmonpolry, oHa gacT Tebe mapodky ypokoB. Ho s He cTaHy 9TOT0 AenaTh...

— 3aTKHHUCH ¥ TIOMOJIYH, — C Ha’KMUMOM IIOYTH CKa3aj OH, HO II04YeMy-TO He IIPHUKa3all. i ve YyBCTBOBaJlla
Oonee OaBJIEHU, a OBITHL MOXKET, TaM, Ha KpPEHIIIEe, H060pona €T0 pa3 U HaBCeraa.

[TepBasi MPOCTHIHL CBHCAJIA C KPHIIH, GyATO OBl ¢hjiar, 03HAYABIINY KATUTYISINUIO0. [Ipyras KaKuM-TO
06pa3oM Bce elre o6MaTHBana MEHS C HOT O T'OJIOBHL U rpeyia. A MoxeT, 3T0 65110 Tenno Kpoydopzma.... O
rope’s, Kak packajeHHas GaTapes.

— To1 HEKOT DA OOJblIe He OyOelb IHTAaThCS ITIOKOHYUTE C cOO0MH. IToHsma MeHst, Pybu? — oTuyeKaHUII OH
TaK, YTO KazK[0e CJIOBO OTJIEeTaJIO OT 3y0OB, CJIOBHO OCTpasi MeTaJInuecKas OMHUJIKA, ¥ Bpe3ajioch B
CO3HaHMWE OCTPHIMU IMIWITaMU BHyIeHUs1. HeT, 1 He mo60oposia ero mojIHOCTHIO, HO TEIEPh MOTJIa
MIPUHUMATh pPellleHre caMa: OejlaTh TakK, KaK OH TOBOPHUT, I OTBEPTHYTh BOJII0 MYKYKUHEI.

MHe He HPaBUJICA Anexc, 1 1 He UCHBIThIBalla HUKaKUX YYBCTB II0 OTHOLLIEHUIO K HEMY, KPOME
HeOJoyMeHUus U APOCTH. Ho uMeHHO 3TO s Moria Telepb HOOGeIlIaTB €My C YUCTBIM CepAaueM:

— He Gymny.
B o61meM-To, 51 ¥ He IBITanack, Ho Kpoydopay 3HaTh 00 9TOM He CJIemoBajo.

He6o0 GBIJI0 TAKHUM CBETJIHIM OT HEIIPUBBIUHOT'O O0MIIHS 3Be3[... Kak TOIbKO HalpsaKeHWe CIlajio, MeHs
OTIIYCTHUIIO, 51 Oy TO BEIAOXJIACh U II0YYBCTBOBAIA BCEJIEHCKYIO YCTAlIOCTh. B COH KJIOHUIO TaK CUJIBHO, YTO
C TPYIOM yIaBajloCh BCMAaTpPUBATHCS BBBICH.

— Korpa s 6nl1a ManieHbKasi, MaMa KyIInjia MHe B CagyuK YepHoe IIjlaThbe, — IIPOILIXTela s, OTKII0YasiCh.
CpaBiIuch, 3aKphijia I'Jla3a. Bce-Taku fieHb B OONIBHUIIE TIOCTIE Psda TAKEIBIH Ipolleayp maj o cebe
3HaTh. — Ho s oOprI3rana ero KpackaMu ¥ IPEBPATHIa B HEYTO CPEHEEe MEXKIOY CEBEPHBIM CUSTHUEM U
3BE3IHLIM HEOOM.

— W 4TO cKazamu pomuTen? — IOCHbIIancs 00jiee CIIOKOMHBIN I'OJI0C MYKYUHBI, HEXKEJIU CEeKyHIY Ha3ap.

— YTo 51 yMHHIIA ¥ OHHU KYIISIT MHE TaKoe Ke B MarasuHe... TOJIbKO MBI HAIIlJIX JIUIIbL COPOK YeTBEPTOI0
pa3Mepa... Torma oTen moobeman IoJapuTh ero MHe Ha BBHIIYCKHOMU B By3e... A Teleph HET 0TI, U By3a He
Oymer...

— Brm3kue Bcerga OCTAOTCS C HAMU, [a M ThI HE 3HAEIb, YTO OyAeT 3aBTPa, — IMOCIIBIIIAICS IIETIOT
Arekca, KOTOPBIN, BUOUMO, 00s17Icst MeHs pa30ynuTh! [laHHast MBICTh BEI3Bajia TOJIBKO CMEIIOK.



— YTo TH BOOOIIE 3HAEIL 0 OOIK U ITOoTepe, a? Moii oTell YeCTHHIH apxXxuTeKTop. OH He MOXUIIa JII0oeH,
He HaCHUJIOBAJI ¥ IO IIOCTIeOHeNH CeKYHIOB! TI00UI IUIh OOHY MOIO MaTh. IIpocTo... [IpOCTO BEPHU MEHS B
mmajaTy, ¥ Mbl 3aKOHYHUM Ha 3TOM.

[TomHIO, KaK IbITajach OepxKaThCs, HO IIOTOM BCe Ke OTKJIIouuinachk. CHbEI MHe He CHUJIUCh POBHO C TOT'O
MOMEHTa, KakK s «IIepeexajia» B oM 4eThl Kpoydopmos. Ho B 3TOT pa3 s BuAena anbdy. MeHs myraau 3TH
ero nepemMeHs HacTpoeHus. OT cyMacIIeAIero cuxomnara go goo6poro nmpoctoro napas. CTaHOBUIIOCH
HENOHSTHO, KaK ChlOKHM ITONo0uiIa ¥ IpUHsia ero Takoro? M nycTth 1 He cobupanach IOBTOPSTH €€ IIYTh,
HO peIusia, YTo Hy>KHO Y3HaTh MYyXKUYHMHY Hy4iie. HamnrynaTe Ty HUTh, KOTOPas IMTO3BOJIUT MHE BHIOPATHCS.

[IpocHYTBLCST OBIIO TSIZKEJIO, CJIOBHO CO3HAHWE HEe ITyCKaJ0 MEHs B PeajbHBINM MUP, HE MOTJIO HACHI TUTHCS
CIIOKOWCTBHUEM U YMUPOTBOPEHHEM. ['Ie-To Ha MOJKOPKeE s YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO IIOpa BCTaBaTh, HO HE
XBaTaJIo0 CUJI, TJ1a3a He OTKPBLIBAIUCE, a JIeTKasi IPEMOTa JIUIITL 3TOMY CIIOCOOCTBOBAA.

— BrI BoOGIIIe 3aMHTEPECOBAHEL B €€ BHI3MOPOBIEHUN?! — yCIIbIIIana si 0GPEIBOK ¢Gpaskl, TOIBKO
MMOCT(HAKTYM TIOHSIB, YTO 3TO B3BOTTHOBAHHEBIM DUITHII.

— EcTecTBeHHO, — oTpe3all Anekc, He CEeKyHIbI He COMHEBAsCh.

— IToka MHe KazKeTCsI, 9YTO BHI [lejlaeTe Bce, YTOOBI OHA He IMPOXKUJIa U Mecsia! — GyKBaJIbHO 3aKpHUdail
My2K4YKHa, HO IO KOHeIl (ppa3kl Ieperres Ha IelnoT, HaBepHsIKa BCIIOMKUHAsI, YTO S BCe ellle CIImo. Kak
oHM gyMmanu. — [eBouka cnaba. OHa nepexusia Gu3ndeckoe U MOpaIbHOE MOTPsiceHre. Majo Toro, 94To
Py6u HyKeH IICUXOJIOT, TaK ellle ee TEeJI0 Ha I'PaHu, OPraHu3M U3HOIIEH.

— Br1 moBHIIIIaeTe Ha MeHS rojioc, bpayH? — ¢ HaXKUMOM IIPOU3HEC ajibda Tak CTPOTO, UTO IO TEy
IIPOILIIY MYPAIIIKH Jaxe y MeHs. [[OKTOP ¥ BOBCE 3aTHX, TEIIEPh y2Ke HaBEePHSIKa TIIaTelbHee 00yMbIBas
CBOY CJIOBA.

— 4 nmunie X041y CKa3aTh... — 3aMsJICA OH, — 4YTO OB110 OBI HE IIJIOX0 He IIPBITAQTh C KPBIIIKX BMECTE C PY6I/I
HOBepLTe, TO, 9TO BBl BCIO HOYb AEeP2KaJIk €€ 3a PYKYy, O9Y€Hb MUJIO, HO CIIaCTHU OEeBOYKY He IIOMOXKeT.

— CyTb pa3roBopa s mOHJI, — OyATO OB 3aKOHYNJI MyKYWHA PAa3TOBOP, KOTOPHIN IPUHOCHUII EMY SIBHBIN
ouckoMmdopT. — Hapgerocs, mocnemuuii pakT ocTaHETCS MEXOYy HaMU.

Anekc He CIIpaluuBall, HO JOKTOP BCe-TaKu OTBETHUII:

— EcTecTBeHHO, — MOCIHIIIAINCH TOPOIITUBLIE IIIAarH, ITOCJIE Yero MOCTEIb MPOTHYIAaCh ¥ KTO-TO
OCTOPOZKHO IIOTPenas MeHs 3a PyKy. — Ilopa 6Bl IPOCHYThCS Halllel mpuHiecce. [JecsaThid Yac yxKe, Kak-
HUKak. PyOu, moporasi, Bbl MEHSI CJIBIIIINTE?

4 yxe ObLI0 coOUpanach OTKPHITH I'71a3a, CoejlaB BUM, YTO TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO IIPOCHYNIack, kKak Kpoydopn
HeB3HadYall XMBIKHYII:

— TlpuHecuTe el CBeXenCclIeYyeHHoe UMOUPHOEe [TeYeHbe, ¥ OHA CPa3y IIPOCHETCS.

CrepBa Ccj10Ba MyKYHWHBI IOKA3aJIMCh MHE CTPAHHBIMHU... A TIOTOM S BOPYT BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO 3@ BCE BPEMS
npebriBaHUA B foMe anibdbl eJ1a B OCHOBHOM UMEHHO 3TO IedeHbe. PaHbiie momo6HOM N100BYU K BHIIIEYKE 3a
MHOU 3aMeueHO He Ov10. Ho moBapuxa mekia ero Kak-To II0-0CO0eHHOMY, YOePKaThCs He II0JIy4aioch,
maxke KOrfa s 9yBCTBOBasa ce0sl He 0YeHb XOPOIIIO.

To, uTo 00 3TOM 3HaN AJIeKC, MOTJIO TOBOPUThH O ABYX Belllax: MO0 MEeHs chajia TOpHUYHAS,
mOKJIaIbIBaBIIasi BCe XO3UHY, TMOO0 BCe Ke B CIlajibHe ObLIM YCTAHOBJIEHHI KaMephl. HY OlMH BapHAHT He
BBI3BIBAJI PAJIOCTH, HO €CJTM BEHIOMPATDh U3 ABYX 3071, ST BEIOMPAIO ITEePBHIM BapPUAHT.

He Xxkejast pa3MBIIIIATE Ha JaHHYIO TEMY, TOTSHYBIINChH, HAKOHEI] paclaxHyJia rjia3a, COHHO
mTpo6opPMOTaB:

— Iaxe BO CHe MeHS IIpecnenyeT Balle 60opMoTaHue, TOKTOp bpayH.

— W 3TO mpekpacHoO, 3HQUUT, BHI KUBHI, MUIasg! — moxar IjiedaMu OH, pe3KO IIOBEPHYBIIUCH K AJIEKCy. —
He Mormu GBI BBl BHIMTH? X04y IIPOBECTH YTPEHHUM OCMOTP IalnueHTKU. boiock, Ballle IIpuCTaIbHOE
BHUMaHUe CMyLIaeT He TOJIBKO MeHs.

Buepa Kpoydopa ObI1 pe3K0 IPOTUB TOTO, YTOOH OCTAaBUTh MEHS HAaEOWHE C APYTUM MYKYUHOU, U
CerofiHs s PaCCYMTHIBAJIA, YTO OH IIOBTOPHUT CBOe phiyaHue: «Hu 3a 4To». YKe OBIII0 OTKPHIB POT, YTOOBI
TIOTIPOCUTE €ro 00 9TOM JTUYHO, YCHIBIIIana CIOKOUHBIN OTBET albdhI:

— He 6yny BaM MeIaTs.

MEI ¢ DOKTOPOM YOUBIIEHHO PACIaxHyIH POT, IPOCIenuB 3a TeM, Kak Anekc Kpoydopza mokumaet Moo



IIajlaTy, ¥ KOrga 3aXxJIOIIHYJIaChb IIOCJIeOHsAS OBEePb, dunun IIPOTAHYII:
— M-ga YX... Barra 60me3Hb 6HaFOTBOpHO Ha Hero BiausAeT. [lake CIUIIKOM.
— CTpaHHO 9TO BCE, — HAaXMYPHUBIINUCH, BEIOOXHYJIA 5.

Bpau npoBes1 ocMOTP U CKasaJll, YTO Ha IOMPaBKYy s UAy ObICTpee, HeXKeJiu OOBIYHbIE JTIOOU B IT0I0OHOM
IIOJIOKEHUU. A BCce [eJio B MeTKe anbdEl U ero CIII0He, Bce ellle coxpaHuBIelics B pade. Eciu Ovl He
BYepalllHss IPOTyJIKa I10 KpHIIe, yKe OBl IphIrajia Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBao.

— 4 mopymaria Haj BalllMM MIPEOIOXKEHNEM, — IIPOIIelTalia I OCTOPOXKHO, C TPAAyCHUKOM ITOIMBIIITKON. —
Ha panny0 onepanuio g He IIOUOY.

— IMomoGHBIE pellleHKsT He MPUHUMAIOTCS BIOIIBIXaX, leBoyka. M TeMm Oojee s HEe HACTONBKO UAUOT, YTOORI
MIPOBOIUTH €€ 3[ech U cerdac. [lomous TeGe X049y, KOHEYHO, HO HE PUCKOBATh JKU3HbIO, — IPUCEB Ha Kpau
TIOCTEeJIN, MyKYMHA HAKJIOHUJICS K CAMOMY MOEMY yXy, ITOYTH 6€33BYyUHO IIPOIIENTaB: — ECIu H3MEHHIIb
CBO€ pellleHNe, IPOCTO MIOJIOXKY B I'PSI3HBIE IIOJIOTEHIIA ToMa KyCco4eK MblIa. S 6ymy cY4uTaTh 39TO 3HAKOM.
Kak s yke roBopui Tebe paHee, MOSI iloUub — TBOs JIMYHAsi TOpHUYHAs. OHa mepefacT MHeE BCe.

— He nepenyMmato, — oTpe3asa si, OTBEPHYBIIINCH K OKHY. BEIJI0O MEP3KO0 y4acTBOBaTh B omobHOit Gecere,
TeMOU KOTOPOU SIBJISIETCS JINIIEHUST MEHSI He TOJIbKO KeHCKHMX OPTaHOB, HO ¥ MOJIOOOCTH. A 4TO camoe
yKaCHOe — IIpaBa POOUTH CaMOH.

— Ceiiyac oH MUJI, — IIepeBen TeMy bpayH, BHUMaTeIbHO CMOTPS Ha iBepb. — HoO 3TO MuUIIbL MacKa paau
CBOEH BHITOALI. 3aTEM BEPHETCS 3aKOHHAs CyIIpyra U BCe BEPHETCS Ha KPYT'H CBOS.

Huuero He oTBeTHUB, OIIyTHUIIa 00/Ib B masbilaXx. OKa3kIBAeTCs, I TAK CUIILHO CXKaja Kpas KpOBaTH, YTO
TTaabIlbl OHEMEIIH U He IIeBEJIUIINCD. [IPHUIIIIOCh HOIT0 Pa3MUHATDh UX IIOC/e, YTOOB IPUBECTU B HOPMY.

Crtouno Bpayny nomnpoiaTeCs, KaK B KOMHaTy Boles Anekc. f maxe He TIsHyJIa B ero CTOPOHY, IIar ero
KazaJics IpuMeyvaTesibHee, He ITIOX0XKUK HU Ha 4el Opyrou.

— V¥V 1ebst HET APYTOT0 3aHATUS, KpOMe KaK CUIeTh psigoM? Twl BooOIe paboTaellb, a? — MpoIlenTania s,
OTKpHIBasi KHUTY, OCTaBJIEHHYIO MeficecTpoli. Huduero nydiie, yeM «I'padp Moute-Kpucro», oHa He
Hanrna. — CToH, He oTBeuay! 9To HeBaXKHO.

— Tebe Beab HUYEro HeBaxKHo, npaBr.[a? — BEBEIIIAQJIUII OH, TPUBJIEKaAsa K cebe BHUMaHHEe TaKUM CTPpaHHBIM
3asdBJIEHUEM.

YcTaBUBIINCH Ha MYXKYHHY, I 3aMeTHJIa, YTO CETOOHS Ha HeM IIPOCTOPHAs YepHasi MacTepKa U YepHBIe
OXKUHCHI, BOJIOCH OBLIIM PAaCTPEeIlaHkl, a IHUI0 CJIeTKa OnyXimmM. Huuero o61ero ¢ TeM umeaabHBEIM 00pa3oM
«0eJIoro BOPOTHUYKA», KOTOPHIM 51 BUIEJa ITOCTOSHHO.

— ToI BeOpb make He IIBITAIaCh IPUHSTH CUTYALNIO, IpaBOa? — IIPOIOJIKUII OH, JeJias LIar BIepen. —
KoHeuHO, XOpoII10, TH MOJIOfa — IIOTOMCTBO OyaeT 3mopoBoe. Ho 3To geTckoe "po30Boe" BOCIIPUSATUE
MHupa...

— W? — npunonHsSB ogHy OpOBb, S HaXKe OTI0XKHJIa KHUTY, OKUOasi, YeM 3aKOHYUTCS 9Ta IIJIaMeHHas
peds.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh feHbI'u. S Mory ob6ecrieduTs Bce, UTO TOJILKO 3axodelllb. Yuely TebGe u TBoel cecTpe,
JIYYIITyI0 CTapoCTh s 6a0ymiku. Bce, Py6u! Bee, Ha uTo xBaTuT (aHTa3uu! Jlydire KypopThl, BpadH,
yCIIOBHUSA... TOIBKO CKaxu! — IIyXo BEIIOXHYB, MyKYHUHA II0Ka3aJjl, KaK TIXKeJ0 eMy IPUTBOPSATHCS
CIIOKOMHEIM M YpaBHOBEIIeHHEIM. [IpoBess pyKou IO BOjIOCaM, OH pacTpelan X, HaBepHsAKa BEIPBaB I1apy
BOJIOC CO 3JIOCTH, IIpexke 4yeM rpyoo GBEpKHYTh: — TH Bedb MPoCcTO HabuBaeIb cebe 11eHy, Kak roBopuiIa
CrIOKH.

— 3Haelb, eciu OB 51 X0Teja HOOUTHCS Yero-To B XKHU3HU OJ1arofgapsi TOJICTOMY KOIIIEIbKY HalliKa, Havala
OBbI CBOIO «Kapbepy» COBCEM B ipyroM mecTe. Hampumep, Ha maHenu, — OT yrnoMuHaHus ChIOKH BO PTY
TIOSTBUJICS TIPUBKYC Kemuu. CTOUIO TOJIBKO 3a0bITh O CYIIECTBOBAHUY OJIOHOWHKY, KaK AJIEKC CHOBa
HamoMuHan. HaBepHsKa 3Ta BioOIeHHas ITapoYykKa CO3BaHUBAJIaCh €KeIHEBHO, OI[eHMBAasI MO€E IIOBEIeHUEe
u ipopabaTkiBas TaKTUKY obmenHusi. OcTaBajics ragkuil ocaiok. — HabuBato u st cebe 11eHy? Xwm... 06
9TOM THI AyMaJsl, KOTHa yKpaa MeHs rmocpenu ynuikl? O0 3TOM THI gyMaJl, IpuUKa3biBasi MHE CIaTh C TOOOI?
W coTHUM opyrux MaJONpUSATHHIX pa3, a? TBos KeHa O4eHb MyIpas, ogHako. [lepemaBaii eit mpuseT. U
IIpoBaIuBai.

CiioBa MOoM 3BydYasik OYeHb OEeP3K0, U OBIJI B HUX CKPBITHIN CMEBICI. [OTOBOPHUB, 51 Hagesnack, uTo Kpoydopna
He TPOHET JiezKa4vero, 0COOEHHO MTOCie TUPAObl Bpada. Tak ¥ mpou301nio. OCKaIUBIIKUCE, OH CTYIIHUI OBITIO

BIIEpeq, HO TYT Ke pPa3BEepHYJICS Ha MNITKax U OYKBaJIbHO BRIOWII OIBEPh. YIMBUTEIIBHO, KaK OHa He cjIeTesa
C TIeTEJIb OT TAKOTO TOJIYKA. JIUIITh 3aMOK XPYCTHYII.



Crouno MyXK4YMHE YUTH, s CIIepBa BCIJIaKHYJIa, 3aTeM YCIIOKOUJIaCh ¥ OTKPELIa KHUTY APOXKaIUuMU
pykamu. HacTpousiucs, BOpyr o6omiena. [lepen rioasaMu BT faKe CTaHOAPTHEIN mIipudT! Bummumo, ToT
BO3MOZKHHBIN ITOO0YHEBIN 3¢ (PEKT OT JIeKapCTB, 0 KOTOPOM Ipeaynpexpnan bpayH, Bce xkKe ciyuuncs. A
Iorasa B ISATh IIPOLIEHTOB JIIOfel, Y KOTOPHIX yXyailaeTcsa 3peHre. ClaBa BCEBHITHEMY, Ha BpeMs!

— YepT! — ropbKo BHIIOXHYB, I OTKUHYJIACh Ha IIOCTEIN, TPOMKO 3aXJIOIHYB IIEPBEIM TOM. — UeM Ke MHe
3aHUMAThCA?

He ycnena st 0co3HaTh, HACKOIBKO OECIOJIE3HBIN IeHb MHE MPEACTONUT, KaK BeTep B KOMHATE ITOTHSI
MeOUIIMHCKNE BBHIIIMCKHU, a Ha MaJIeHbKOM [MBaHYUKE PSOOM C IIOCTeNbio oKa3ajics Kpoydbopa. Oun
pasmpakeHHOo TSHY Ha MEeHsI, 3aTeM Ha CJIOMaHHYIO IBEPH, a IOC/Ie BEINEPHY/I KHUTY, PacllaxHyB ee U
HavaB YHUTATh BCIIyX:

— «JIBagmmaThk cembMoro ¢eppans 1815 roga mo3opubiid Hotp-IlaMm me-na-I'apa man 3HaTh 0 IPUOIUKEHUNT
TpexMadToBOro Kopabnsa «®apaon», ugyiiero u3 Cmupnsl, Tpuecta u Heamnosns...»

51 oTMoTana HeCcKOJIbKO AHeM Hasaf... KTo 6b MoT mmomyMarth, uTo caM Ajiekc Kpoydopn, anbda moryuein u
CypoOBOM cTam, 000CHOBaBIIENCS B JIOHOOHE, CTaHET YnuTaTh MHE «I'pada MouTte-Kpucto»? YOuBnsasace
IIPOUCXOIAIIEMY, S IIPOCIIyIIana eIyl IIaBy.

ITopoii 1IeHHOCTH TaK OBICTPO B 6ECIIOBOPOTHO MEHSIOTCS... Bcero Hemesmo Ha3am, st OBl OTHaNa OyIIy 3a
BHUI, OTKPHIBABIIIUICS U3 OKHa Moel manaThl. OH 3aBOopazkKuBaJjl, BMOXHOBIISII, OyaAuI BO MHe pebeHKa... A
ce9ac 1 cCMOTpeJia Ha IpeKpacHyo TeM3y ¥ HUYEro He YyBCTBOBAJIA.

B mpuopurere Gbina yueba, xopoinas paboTa u obecrneuerue goctatka. [locnenHee ceidac OBIIO B
“300UJINH, a OCTaIbHOE PEe3KOo OTIajo. Bemp, Kak 0Ka3asioch, TIaBHBEIM OBIJIO COBCEM OPyroe. A UMEHHO —
cyacThe.

— MenceCTpa IIpOCHJIa 3aHECTHU I'PaAyCHHUK, — MOHOTOHHO IIpOIIeIrTala 4, 68CI_[8J'IBHO TJIdans B OKHO.

— OHa OpocTo He B Kypce, 4To ero 3abepeT BpayH. BeixoguTh 13 nanathl Tebe 3alpelleHo, — Kak HU B
yeM He OBIBAJIO OTpe3ajl MyK4YHMHa, IT0XKaB miedaMu. 51 Bumesna 9To 61arogapsi XOpoUieMy OTPazkKeHUIo B
OKHeE.

— 4 3aymoxkHULIA? — MIPEONOJIOKNUIIA, VIUBUBIINCE TOMY, KAKUM POBHBIM Ka3aJiCs rojoc. bykKBambHO
MIYCTHIM ¥ BHI3BEIBAIOIIIUM Mypalku. — Jlaxke 30ech?

— HeT, Py61/1. U He AaBU Ha 2KaJIOCTh, — BBIOOXHYJI My2K4YHHa yCTallo, 6y2:[T0 ciayuiajl, KakK 51 BRIHOIIY €My
MO3T Ha POBHOM MeCTe. — JTO OIIacHO.

— TpI/I MHHYTHL. MaKCI/IMYM, — IIPOOOJIZKHJIa CTOATE Ha CBOEM.

BHe3amHO MHe CTaJio A0 KOJTUKOB BaXKHO, YTOOKI AJIEKC BEIIYCTHUJI MeHs. ByATO TaM, 3a ABEPHIO, BO3OYX
yuiie. W merku#, emgBa yIIOBUMBIH apoMaT CBOOOMHI.

— Het, — oTpe3an MyX4uHa, HO Telleph MEHs OLIJIO HE CTAHOBUTb.
Pe3ko moBepHYBIIHUCE, 51 ycTaBuiack Ha Kpoydopaa, 0T4eKaHUB CKBO3b 3YOHI:

— 41 ckaxy TBOeU TI0OMMOM KeHe, YTO THI IEITAJICSI COPOCUTh MeHs C Kphimu. Kak nymaernrs, Cbl0KT
nornagut Tebs 3a 3TO 10 I'0JIOBKe?

— Bansii, — QBIPKHYI TOT, OTKMIOBIBASICh Ha CIIMHKY Kpecina. [1o ToMy, Kak 3abiecTenu ria3a Alekca, s
BOPYT IIOHsJIA, YTO €My HPaBUTCS 3Ta CTpaHHas urpa. OH XKpas CJIeqyoUIyio CTaBKy.

— 4 "He G6ymy ¢ ToGOM pa3roBapuBaTh! — PacTEpPSBINNCE, OPOCHIIAa KaKyI0-TO TIIYIIOCTD.
— Ia THI ¥ paHbllle PA3rOBOPUYUBOCTLIO HE OT/INYAJIacCh, MOPOTrasi, — ChbeXUAHUYAI OH, TOJMUTHYB.

Y MeHs He OBIJIO PHIYATOB JaBneHus Ha Anmekca Kpoydopmaa, mopa 6wi1a mpusHaTh. Ho y KOTro oHU BO0OIIE
ObLH, cKaxeM npssMo? C MOMEHTa IomafgaHus B O0IbHUILY S 9yBCTBOBaJia cebs mioxo. I1o 6ombmieit
CTelleHu MopaibHO. YepHOoTa 3amojIHMIa KaXkOyIo KJIeTKy, UCTepuKa Obljla y2Ke rfae-To B ropie. U gaxe
cedyac, KOrfa CTOMJIO OCTAaBaThCsI CTOMKOM U OOUKOM, s1 He BhIAepzKaJjia U OIyTHUIa, KakK II0 IeKe IMOTeKIa
cre3a. Mol roJioc ymaj [0 PBAHOTO IIENO0Ta, OH APozKaa U ObIIT HaCTOJILKO OMEP3UTEIBHO KaJIoK!

— 4 cxoxy ¢ yma... Knsirych Tebe, paHO MJIHM ITO3OHO 3TO CIIYYUTCS, €CJIU THI HE CTQHEIIh YeJIOBEKOM.

Ctost TaMm, nepen MyKYMHOM, 1 omrymana cebs romoi. OH CMOTpEN Ha MEHS Tak... cTpaHHo. Ha cexyHny
MHe II0Ka3ajoch, 6yaTO s BUXKY OTpakeHUe CBOUX Ke YyBCTB y Hero B r'yta3ax. Ha cekyHay. A 3aTeM Bce
npomasno. BuguMo, s CIMIIKOM CUJIBHO 9TOr0 XOTelna... Pa3mpakeHHO 3aKaTUB I'jla3a, OH CHOBa
IIPEeBPATUJICS B XOJIOOHYIO, JIEHEHSIIYIO DYy CTATYy0, TPOPHIYaB:



— JlagHao. Ho! — BcTaB ¢ MecTa, Anekc o6oIies1 MeHs 10 Kpyry. Ero nafjoHb ynajga Ha MOIO TajlHlo,
BBLI3HIBAS TSIZKEJILIM U 3aTAKHOM BOOX. OCTAHOBUBIIIMCE 10341, MyKUYHHA HATHYJICS IIPSIMO K MOEMY VXY,
IpolIenTas: — JTO Bce u3-3a Crioku. TwI mmomasna B TO4YKy. He xo4y, 4TOOH OHa 000 BceM y3Hasa... HepBrl
Kpemnue OyOyT.

— YT0 K€, — PEe3KO IMOBEPHYBIINCH K MyKUYHWHE, S OIIyTHJIA, KaK eT0 IaJIbIlbl CYIOPOXKHO CXKaJlu
OOMBPHUYHYIO THUKaMy, a U3 TOpJia BEIPBAJICS pBaHbIM xputl. OH CTajl HAIpPsKeH HaCTOIbKO, YTO BEHH Ha
BUCKax Habyxyu. — Cracubo 60sbImoe.

§1 momeITasIack COeNaTh Iar Has3af, HO MyXKYKWHA YCUIIUI XBAaTKYy, IpuXkuMas MeHs K cebe. Ceituac ero
TEJIO Ka3aJaochk Ooee TopsumM, 4eM OOBIYHO, ceppre OYKBaIbHO BEITPHITUBAJIO U3 TPYOH, a XKeJIBakKu
JIUXOPaA0YHO UTPAJIH.

— MHe kaxeTcst, — OOJIN3HYB IePECOXIITre T'y0hl, MIEMTHYI OH MHE IIPSIMO B JIMIIO, — S 3ACJIYZKUJI ITOIeTyH.

OT TakoT0 3asIBJIEHUs MEHS CKPYTHUJIO, PBOTHHIN CIIa3M e[Ba yIaJioCh caepzKaTh. [IpOCYHYB PyKU MEeXKIY
HaMU, 1 OTBEPHYJIACh U ITIOMOPIINIACH, TJIYXO BEHITANINB:

— 4 moxozKa Ha LUIIOXY, IPOoHarollyio momnenyu? — Kpoydopa HU4Yero He OTBETUII, HO U XBaTKy He
ocnabun. — MoxXelllb TPUHYAUTE MEHS, pa3 3TO Tak Heob6xoaumo. CamMoii MHe BOJIM HE XBATHUT.

[ToBucnO cTpaHHOEe MomdaHue. OHO Ka3aJ0Ch MHE POKOBHIM, TsXKeNNbIM. Kak BOAPyT AJIeKC pe3KOo CKajl MOU
Mog0OPOMOK ¥ HAaCUIBLHO MMOBEPHY K cebe, 3aCTaBlsAs CMOTPETh B €70 YepHBIe, KaK YTy, r'71a3a. B ero
farpoBoe, CJIOBHO ¥ MOHCTpPA, nuio! KibIky, KpacHbIe ATHA 0 IIeKaM, HEeCTECTBEHHO Ha0yxmuii 100 u
OIWHHBIE KOTTH — TaKUM 5 BUIeJla ero BIIEpPBEHIE.

— T®I TaK CUIPHO HEHABUAWIIEL MeHsI, PyOu? — mpopsidyan anbda He cBouM ronocoM. Kazamocsk, CJIOBHO OH
OBOUTCS, IPOHUKAET IIPSIMO B T'OJIOBY, BEI3bIBAs XKYTKYI0 MUTPeHb. Ero 6apuToH co3pmaBai BuOpauuio,
3aCTaBIABIIVIO BCe BOKPYT ApokaTthk. CTayio CTpaIIHo, Ijl1a3a BHOBb HAMIOHUIIUCH cine3amu. — Mpou, Py6u!
[TpoBanuBati! ¥ TeOs NATh MUHYT, ITIOHSAJIA?

He maBast eMy u CeKyHOB IepegyMaTh, st Opocuiach M3 majaThl, CXKUMasi B pyKaX JaBHO yXKe
HUCIIOPYEHHHIN I'PafyCHUK.
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Arnekc, eCTeCTBEHHO, He IIOIIes co MHOU. Ho, BeIMis U3 manaTel, s TYT 2Ke HaTKHYyJIach Ha TOJIIY MOeU
6eccMeHHOM cTpaxu. OHU He MOPTajiv, UX B3rJsiA ObI 6€30CTAHOBOYHO MIPUKOBAH K MOEMY TPSICYIIEMYCS
OT CcTpaxa Teny. 3aMepeB, S HeJIOBKO yKa3ajla mog00pPOaKOM Ha raJICTYK, Tpo6opMOTaB:

— 4 x MmegcecTtpe. Bam aneda gan modpo.

— MHI B Kypce, — KMBHYJI CAMbII MOIIHBIM U3 HUX, B yX€ KOTOPOro OBINT He IIPOCTO HAYIIHUK, a HEKOe
nmopgobue 6I0TYy3a.

«I'maBHBIN», — TIOyMaJia 5, ¥ 9TO II0J03PEHNE ITOATBEPANIIOCH, CTOMIIO HaYaIbHUKY OXPaHBI OTCTYIIUTE,
MIPOTIYCTUB MEHSI B KOPUAOP, ¥ BCe OCTAaIbHLIE TIOCIIEIOBAINA €TO TIPUMEPY.

ITo KOPIIyCy 4 IIlJIa Ooxa. BYJITO CaMOCTOsATEeJIbHadA JIMYHOCTD, IIPHMHAaJIe>KaBIllasa cebe camoii. OT cUacThs
ryla3a Havalau CJIe3UThCH, a MIaru ObIIM HACTONBKO MEOJIEeHHBIMY, YTO TIOOHU BOKPYTI CMOTpP€EJIM Ha MEHH,
CJIOBHO Ha KaJIeKy UJIM HEHOPMAJIbHYIO.

Kamopka MencecTphl pacosyiarajiach cpa3dy psifoM C IJIMHHBIM KOPUOOPOM, BEIVIIUM K JIeCTHUIle U NudTy.
Korpa ocraBajoch napy I1aroB ABepPH, s pe3K0 3aMepJia, BOPYT HOOyMaB: «A 4To, eclu?..»

CBo6opa Oplyia Tak PSAOM... MaHSIIMK{ apoMaT yIuIEl U oguHo4decTBa! 4 Moria 6Bl BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO
KBapTUPY, OOHSITHL 0a0yIII0, HABECTUTh CECTPUUKY... Pe3K0 00epHYBIINCEH, 3aMEeTHJIa OKOJIO CBOEH maJjlaThl
ToJmy oxpaHsl. OHU MO-IIPEXKHEMY CMOTPEIN Ha MEeHsI, He OTPHIBas rjia3. 3afyMaBIINCh, S COeJiaia mar B
cTopony nudTa 1 yBULesa, KaK «CTasg» MyXK4YMH HaIpATaach. I'ma3a rinaBHOr0O CYy3UINCh, & TOJIOBOM OH
MeIJIEHHO TTOMOTaJl. [leckaTb, 9TOTO AeJlaTh He CTOUT. [loxKaeemb.

51 morna OnI morrpo6oBaThk cOexKaTh, PUCKHYTb BCEM, YEM TOJIPKO MO2KHO. Ho OGymemM cMOTpeTh IIpaBae B
rjla3a. AJIeKC TOJIbKO HaYHWHAalI OTHOCUTHCS KO MHE... €CIIU He HOPMaJIbHO, TO TEPIHUMO. BO3MOKHO,
OOHAXKHBL T YTOBOPIO €T0 OCTABUTh MEHS B MMOKOe? A OyOEeT JIM 9TOMY PEeIIeHUuI0 ClIoCOOCTBOBATh
HepomobOer? Her.

To, uTo OXpaHa MeHs IMOMMaeT dyepes IIapy IIaros, s He COMHeBasachk. OHU OBUIN He IIPOCTO CUIILHBIMU
HaTPEHUPOBAHHBIMU MyXKuuHaMu. OHU ObIIM 060POTHSIMH.

— O, Py6u! 4 3axmanacek Te6s1, Mujasi, — 3aCTaBUB MEHsI OUHYThCS, MECECTPA BHIIIIJTa MHE HAaBCTPEUY.
Xynasi pelxKeBoJIocas KeHIMUHA BRITIsAAeNIa 04eHb MOJION0, HO el 6b1y10 TouHOo Gonbine copoka. Ilon
BeKaMU 3ajIerjii MOPUIVHEI, XOTsI, MOXKET, eJI0 TYT UMEeHHO B ee O€CKOHEYHOH yNBEIOKe. — 3axonu, Muas.
[TpoBepuM, Kax THI!

[IpocremoBaB 3a HEMl KOMOPKY, s OCMOTpeJsiack. [I0BOJIBHO MUIO ¥ YIOTHO. Cpa3y BUAHO, YTO PEMOHT TYT
ITPOBOOUIICS COBCeM HemaBHO. OT CTEH BCe eIle MCXOOUJI 3allaX KPpacKu U Kiles.

— laBaii rpagyCHUK, — HAIIOMHUJIA XKEHIWHA, MIPOTSIHYB PYKY. { 3aMsijach, IOTOMY YTO CJIOMajla €ro,
elte yoerast oT anb@bl, HO Ta OPUHSJA 3TO 3a pobocTh. — He Goiics, s Tecca. Moxelrs Ha3kBaTh MEHS I10
WMEHH.

— Tecca, — BBEITSIHYB JIa[IOHb, BEICHIIIANIAa B KOP3UHY [IJIT MyCOpa OCKONKHU. Tak He XOTeI0Ch pacCTPauBaTh
eIVMHCTBEHHOTO UCKPEHHEe MHJIOTO TYT YeIOBeKa, IOTOMY s [TIepeXkXuBalia, YTO MOIJIa KaK-TO HaBPEIUTh ee
pabore. Bce-Taku mmopya uMyliecTBa. — MHe Tak XKallb...

— Kakas epyHpga! — oTMaxHyJa OHa, KakK-TO CTPAHHO IIOCMOTPEB Ha MeHA. Byaro no-HoBoMmy. — MeHsa
0oJIbIlle BOJTHYET TBOSI PyKa, B KOTOPOM TH Hecjia pa3burtoe cTekJo... [JlaBaii-Ka caenaeM Tak: s mam tebe
HOBBIY I'DAAyCHUK, @ IIOKa TH OyAeIs MepUTh TeMIIEePATypPy, s1 IPOBEPIO, He OCTAJIOCh I OCKOJIKOB B
Koxe. [[oTOBOPUJIHCH?

YJ'ILIGHYBH.II/ICL, s1 CeJla B IIPOCTOPHOE KpecCJio, ITI0JIOZKHUB ITIOOMEIIIKY HOBHIU I'PagyCHHK, a Tecca B3sm1a co
CTOJIa JIyIly, YCTAaBUBIINCH B MOIO abCoOmMI0THO 300POBYIO JIaOOHBb.

— 3uaems, fokTOp BpayH HeHaBUOUT 3JIEKTPOHHEIE IPafyCHUKU. [[OBOPUT, YTO OHU HE TOYHEIE.
[IpencTaBmnsielnsb, B Hallled 00IbHUIE, 00CTABIEHHOMN 10 IOCIeOHEMY CJIOBY MEOUIIMHEI, HET 3JIEKTPOHHBIX
rpagycHUKOB! — MefcecTpa paccMesisiach, a ee CMeX 3apa3uil MeHs. Ha Kakoe-To BpeMs IOBUCJIa THUIIIMHA.
[TpusATHAad ¥ CIIOKOUWHAS, He IT0X0XKas Ha Ty, YTO OaBWia, Koraa s Haxogunach panoM ¢ Kpoydopmom. Ho
BCE MCIIOPTHJI POOKUM B3rsn TeCcCH U ee BOIIPOC:

— IlpoctH, HO 5 He MOTY He... B o0mieM, TEl Ha caMOM fAeJjie TaK mepexuBaja Mo MoBoAy rpamycHuka? Th
Tak HanyraHa, Py6u... TBou rinasa... OHK MeHs IyraloT, Masbil. Tak cMoTpesna Mosi oBuYapka I'mopus 3a
CeKyHAy [0 TOr0, KaK BeTepUHAap BKOJIOJ el IOCJIETHUN YKOII.

Bo3pgyx B rpynu nepexBaTHilo, a BpeMs Oy[TO OCTaHOBUIIOCH. f He 3Haa, YTO cKa3aTh. MHe OBLIIO...
HEYIOTHO IIO[ €€ COYYBCTBYIOIIIUM B3TJIIIOM. YeM MOTJ/ia IOMOYb MHE ITpocTas MencecTpa? Huuewm. JIuirs



s MOI'Jla HaBJIEe4Yb Ha Hee l'IpO6J'[eMI>I.

Ho TyT mBeph BHe3aIlTHO pacliaxHyJjlach, @ B KOMHATY BIeTeJI MapeHb, Aepka mepey co00i OTpOMHBIN
TIOIOH, HATWYKAHHKINA Y€M-TO MEOUIIMHCKUM. 3amax OblUT eIKUM U HEITPUSITHBIM.

— Tec, nmpomry, cKkaXx#u, Kyfa yXe IpPUTKHYTh 3T0T 6ayn! Hukto He 3HaeT, a Mou rpebGaHHBIE PYKH HE
XKeJe3Hble, 3HaeTe JIU... — OH Pe3K0 3aMep U 3aTKHYJICS, YBUAEB, 4TO Tecca He omHa. f MWL KUBHYIA
TIapHIO, a TOT OXKUJI, KAYHYB I'OJIOBO¥, OyOTO M30aBIsIsICh OT ALIMKH. — KTO 3TO TyT y Tebs, a?
I[To3HAKOMMUIIL?

— INanueHTKa, — oTpe3ana MefcecTpa, He XKeJjlasi IPOofoJXKaThk pa3rosop. OHa gaxke He MOBEPHYNACh K
nmapHio. — CTaBb IIOCHUIKY U IpoBanuBai. Ha pecemniiene Tebs XKOyT.

— 4 T'oBappa, — poOKO ITO3MOPOBAJICS OH, OCTABUB IIOAOOH ITPSIMO IOCPenyu KOMHATHL. IIIMBITHYB HOCOM,
IMapeHb HEeJIOBKO IIOTeP PBHIKUY 3aTBIJIOK. — A THI OUeHb KPacHBasd...

HesHakoMell SBHO PAaCCYMTLIBAJI, YTO ST HA30BYy CBOe UMsi. Ho menaTs 9TOTro MHe ITI0YeMy-TO He X0TeI0Ch. v
TyT Tecca MeHs CIlacjia, pAaCCTABUB BCE TOYKM Haf «i»:

— Py6u u3 To¥ manatel, KOTOpyio oxpaHseT oTpsg OMOHa.

— Oy, siIcHO, — CMeIUIHO 3aurpay 6poBIMU OH. Beirisimern mpu aToM ['oBapy Tak KOMUYHO, YTO 5 HE
BBIIepKalia U IIPLICHY/Ia co cMexy. — Ilanouyka GepexkeT Kak 3eHUITy OKa, fa?

Tecca BrIepHYyJIa I'PafyCHUK U3 — IIO[ MBIIIKY TakK Pe3KOo, YTO 51 I'POMKO o¥ikHyna. [TocMoTpeB Ha Hero,
OHa KOPOTKO IIpobopMoTaa:

— Hopwma. [Tepemam nokazanus gokropy bpayny. Uou, mumnas.

CTtano ssCHO — MeHs BHITOHSIOT. He CTaB IPOCUTH OCTAThCs, T 6€33BYYHO HAIlpaBMUIACh K BEIXOMY, HO
IPSIMO Y IBEPU MO0 KUCTh IepexBaTuil I'oBapy. 51 mombeiTamack OOEPHYTH PYKY, HO OH OYIOTO BOCIPUHUMAJT
3TO KaK HEKYI0 UTDYy, yOepKuBasi Bce CUIbHee.

— ITomoxkpu, KpacoTka. MoxkeT, ooMeHsieMcst TeneponunkamMu? Thl MHE OYEeHDb IOHPABUIACh. [IpsiMo... AyX
3axBaThIBAeT! — BMECTO TOTO YTOOHI YHTH, KaK Kprdajla U Ipeaynpexaana ero Tecca, OH IIpuxkajscs Ko
MHE TPYIBIO U ITPOBEJT OOJIBITUM ITablieM 1o uny. — Cormamratics, OymeT Becesio. [Tamouke g Toxe
IIOHPAaBIIIOCh.

— V MeHs HeT TenedoHa, — B 00111eM-TO He COBpasa s, OTIUXHYB oT cebs 'oBapma. Torma Tecca oTTamumna
€ro B CTOPOHY, HECMOTPS Ha MMPOTECTYIoIMe KPUKHU. [TapeHs ellle He MOHUMAJI, KakK JajieKo 3alllejl B CBOUX
mryTkax. Ho MBI ¢ MeIcecTpoii 3HaIK, YeM 3TO YPeBaTo.

— Wnu 6ricTpee, PyOu! — KpuKHYyIa MHE XXEHIIWHA, a S Pe3K0 OPOoCHUIach IIPOYb, IIOKA «IICH» allb(bl He
y4ysIu HeJlamHoe.

Ho 6n110 mo3pmHo. BrItigs u3 manaTel, 1 OyKBaJbHO Bpe3ajlach B CTeHY. I'pynb AsleKca HEPBHO
IIOJHUMAJIach, JINLIO CTPAHHO UCKA3UIOCk... OH He CMOTpPeJI Ha MeHS, ero B3rjay ObUI IPUKOBAH K TOMY
MecTy, Toe Haxomuicsa ['oBapa.

MHe maxke TPymHO OBIITIO y3HATh ero cpa3y. Kpoydopa Tsxerno mbiman, ofekaa Ha HeM IIjia 0 IIBaM.
Pe3K0 OTOOBUHYB MEHSI B CTOPOHY, OH IIPOPHIYAII:

— Wpu B nanaty! BricTpo.

Bce Bokpyr cmoTpenu Ha Hac. HeKoTopkle OTKPOBEHHO, APYyTHeE Aesalii BUM, YTO HUYET0 He IIPOUCXOOUT.
Torpa OBLIO IIJIeBATh!

— Her, npoury... — mpourenTasnia s, IOJIOKUB PYKY Ha I'pyOb Myxk4uHe. He 3Halo, 3a4eM 5 3TO cOasa, HO
Anekc Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMep, CTPAHHO YCTaBUBIIIKUCH MHE B T'J1a3a. [laxe MOKa3ajloCh, YTO OH HAaYWHAET
YCIIOKAaUBATHCS. 3aTEM OH PE3KO BTSIHYJI BO3OYX M OCKAJIUJICS.

— Ot Tebs UCXOOUT 3Ta... BOHB! — PE3KO0 TOJIKHYB MEHS B CTOPOHY, OH CHeJIall IIar BIIepPeld, HO 5 He
yCIIOKauBaJjlach, CHOBa BCTaB y Hero Ha nyTu. Kpoydopn BHITJIsAAEN TaK, YTO BOT-BOT II0[ pa3gady Ionany
uUMeHHO si. — Otouimu, Py6ou. ITocnemHuil pa3 npeaynpexkaaro.

— Tam Tecca. OHa HHYero Takoro He genasna! OHa, Hao00OPOT... ToMorasna MHe. [IpITarach OTTAIIUTh TOTO
napHs. KngHuycs! — Mou cyioBa OBIIM CIYTAaHHBIMHY, 51 caMa He Bepujia B TO, UYTO AJIEKC B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU
YJIOBUT UX CMEICJI. CXBATUB €ro 3a I'PyAKH, s1 B3MOJIUIIACH:

— Ilpomry Tebs1, mait XOTs ObI el BEIUTU. YMOJIAIO.

Ajekc He BBITTIAAEN KaK YeJIOBEK, CIIOCOOHBIH OyMarThb. ITo (l)aKTy, W 94eJIOBEKOM OH He BHITJIAferN. f He



3Halla ero mociie 060poTa, HO II0 MOUM MepKaM ceiiuac Kpoydopm OB Iie-To IocepeNuHe, KOHTPOIUPY S
cebst ¢ TpymoM. XpHIlsS ¥ YTPOOHO phiYa, OH OTYEKAHUII KaXKo0e CJIOBO:

— 51 mam ey yUTH, eciii TH CeMYac JKe BEPHEIIbCS B IajlaTy, — OOEPHYBIIKUCH K ABEPH, 5 HE 3HAja, MOKHO
71 BepUTh MyxkuuHe. Ho TOT TyT XKe nob6aBuin: — CJ0BO anbdml.

51 netena B masnaTy, CJIOBHO HEHOpMaJlibHasA. ByATo Moe Xopoiiee ITOBEJEHNE MOTJIO XOTh KaK-TO CMATYUTD
y4acTh MOJIOZIOTO MaJIbYUIIKu. YTo OH BooOIIe caenan? YeM 3acilyKul TaKOM CUJIBHBIN THEB AJiekca?

U, rmaBHBIN BOTIpoC, Kak Kpoydopn y3Ham o mpoucxoasiineM B KOMOPKE MeICEeCTPHI? ITO MOTJIO 3HAYUTh
JINIIE OMHO — CJIeKKa 3a MHOMW He ITpeKpalanach.

CeB Ha IIOCTeJIb, 5 IOAZKajla Horu of ce6sl ¥ yKphliach IOKPHEIBaIOM. MeHsT 3HOOUTIO, TEJIO IOKPHIJIOChH
MypallkaMu, a KOHeYHOCTU oKojyenu. CTpaHHO, Belb OKHa OKa3aJIMCh 3aKPHITH, a TEMIIepaTypa Ha
KOMHATHOM I'DagyCHUKE MOKa3kiBasia O0JIbIlle ABAAIaTH TISITH.

A xxmama. Kak HeHOpMaibHAS MSIUIIach Ha ABEPh MUHYTA 3a MUHYTOH. ITO IPO0JIXKAJIOCh TaK AOJTO,
4TO, KIITHYCh, MHOT[a MHE Y4yOUJIOCh, YTO BOT-BOT OHA OTKPOETCs. Ho 9TOro He MPOUCXOmHUIIO.

U TyT B rONI0OBY OpUIIa eQUHCTBEHHAsI HOPMaibHas uaesi. [IoBepHYBIINCH K CEHCOPHOM ITaHEeIH, S
HaxkaJla KpacHylo KHOIIKY. bpayH He pa3 roBOpHII IIOJIb30BaThCS €10, KOTa HyKHa IIOMOIIL, YTOOLI He
TPe6OoBaIOCh BEIXOJUTH U3 KOMHATHI.

Hamnpsarmuce, 1 3aMepiia, oxXugasi IpUuxonaa MencecTpsl unu camoro bpayra. U niaH BCce ke
peanu3oBancs! [IBeps OTBOpUIIACh, U B Hee BreTesa Tecca. BEICTphIMU MIaraMu KeHIWHA IIpeofoesna
paccrosiHue MeXKIy HaMU, Iasch cebe Mo HOTHU.

— Yro npouzonio? Tebe xyxke? — MeJficecTpa CYeTJIMBO II0JIOKHKIa PYKY Ha 100, 3aTeM HpoIIyIiaia
nynesc. — Celidyac nepeMepsieM TeMIIepaTypy H...

— Tecca, — onmé€pHyna s ee, NBITAsACh 3arIsSHYTh XKeHIWHe B I'1a3a. Ho oHa yBopaunBanack. — CKaXHu, Kak
0oH? YTO TaM IIPOMU30IIIO?

— 4 ocraBmio TpagyCcHUK U yuny. [Is geTajJlbHOrO0 OCMOTpa Yepes ISATh MUHYT ITomoiaeT fokTop bpayH, —
OHa BBIIEPHYJIa PYKYy U3 MO€U XBaTKHU U JIMIIb Ha CEKyHAY IIOOHSJIa Ha MEHS CBOU paCTePSHHBIN B3TJIAL.
9T0 GBUIO KaK MOIeYnHa UM ynap 1o Hocy. OHa... 6osanack MeHs. Crpamunack. He 6p110 Gosbiiie TOM
COYYBCTBEHHOW MUIION YIBIOKY, pacciabIeHHOCTH U JKeJIaHUS ITOTOBOPUTh. YZKAacC B ee TjIa3ax Kpudajl, Kak
cunbHO Tecca xouet cOexkaTh Ha 6e3o0macHoe paccTosiHue. — Bac ceromHsi BEIMUCHBAOT. Tak 4To
IIpollanTe, MUCCUC.

Ona yiijia, He 060pa‘{I/IBaHCL, a MOH rjia3a CTaJId BJIa2KHBIMH.
— Tecca, MHe BaXHO 3HaATh... — B3MOJIMJIACh 5, HO OHA JIUIIb YCKOpHIJIa 1IIar.

YKe B3SBIIUCH 3a PYUYKY IBEPHU, MeICecTpa 3aMepiia, OyATO 3aMsBIINUCE, U JIUIIb CITYCTS MUHYTY
TOPOILIXBO IIpo6opMoOTana:

— Cmnacu60. Y MeHs OeTH, 1 UM HyXKHa.

He o0bsicHSIT HUUYEro, OHa BHINLIA, €Ba HE CPHIBAsICh Ha 0Oer. A s BOPYT IOHSJIA: TPOU3OIIIIO YTO-TO
yxkacHoe. 1 BuUHOI 3TOMYy OBIIa £.

He pemm s mo¥iTu omHa B KOMOPKY, He BcTpetuia Obl ['oBopaa. Cynbba mapHs Oblia OBl APYTOH.

®unun Boulen B [TajaTy MUHYT Yepes3 AecsaTh U Haudall IPOBOOUTH PANOBOM ocMoTp. OH He MOT He 3HATh O
TOM, YTO IIPOU30II0 B GonbHUIle. Ho yMeno menan BuL, 4TO BCE HOPMAJILHO.

— Kak rOBapJI? — MY2K4YHWHaA Ha4all CO6I/IpaTbCH, YTOORI yﬁTI/I, KOora { IIpeanpuHsiiia IIepPBYIO IIOIIBITKY
BEIBEJATh XOTh YTO-TO.

IOKTOp CTPaHHO yCTAaBUJICS Ha MEHS, BOIIPOCHUTEILHO IIPUIIOTHSIB OPOBE. [lecKaTh, HOHATHUS HE UMEI0, O
KOM THI.

— BpocwTe, — npEICHYIa OT HEPBHOTI'O cMexXa. — He Bepro, 4TO BH He 3HaeTe CBoero Kypbepa. OH Takou...
Pa3roBOPYUBEIN.

— A... OTOT MaJIbYUINKA, — IMOHUMAIOIIE KUBHYJI MyX4YHWHAa, 3ayMYHBO ITOTEPEB Moabopomok. — Tor,
KOTOPOTO JTI0OM anb(bl YHECTIH IIPOYb 0€3 CO3HAHUA?

Mos 4enoCTh yasa, a CTPAaHHBIN Clla3M Ipommd BHYTPEHHOCTH. 51 He MOTrJia caenaTh BOOX, HE MOprara,
rinsansa Ha Ounuma. [Jo mocieaHero Hajesiach, YTO OH CIHUIIET 9TO Ha TIIYIYIo HIYTKY HUJIH 4TO-TO erre... Ho
Bpady JIMIIb YCTAJIO BEIAOXHYJI, ITOXKAJI IIJIeYaMy ¥ HaKpPHIJI MOIO 1aflOHb CBOEH.



— ITpuKOCHOBEHUE K CaMKe anb(bl — 3TO BHI30B I'JlaBapio. B Takue MOMEHTHI KPOBh B XKHJIaX MYKUNHEI
Oyp/IUT Tak, YTO CIPABUTHCS C 9TUM HEBO3MOXKHO. HyXKeH 4eCTHHIN moeauHoK. Ho... — OH BeceJo
IMOOMUTHYJI, O0yATO OBIJIO B 9TOM y2KAaCHOM HOBOCTU XOTh UTO-TO 3abaBHOEe. — f TeOe HUYETro He TOBOPUII.

— T'oBapn He oGopoTensb. OH maxke He 3HAJ AJieKca! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 5, HO TYT XKe BEPHYJIACh K LIENOTY,
IIOCMOTPEB Ha HOBYIO iBepb. — Kpoydopa... yoreT ero?

BpayH HHNYero He OTBETUJI, HO OLIJIO B 9TOM MOJTYaHUH HaMHOTO 6OJ'IBI.H€, HeXXeJIn B CJIOBaX.

— IInsa Bac oy, KaK CIUYKM! — MOU NHasbIlH 3apPHIJIMCE B BOJIOCH], HATATUBAS UX, JTJYKOBUILI CATHUJIN.
TonbKO celyac st IOMCTUHE MOHSJIA, B KaKoW Mup nomnana. Kpyrom abcypn! TTomHBIN U HETPUT IS AHBIH !
Anekc Kpoydoppn KeCTOK He TOJIPKO 110 OTHOIIEeHHNI0 KO MHe. Ko BceM BOKpyT! — ECTh TOTBKO 3aKOHEI, U
mJieBaTh Ha 4YejioBeYecKuil ¢pakTop!

— 41 roBopu, 4TO TaK OyAeT, Muiasi, — MpollenTan bpayH, COUyBCTBEHHO ITOXJIONAB IO Ijievy. — TBOH
ChHIH OymeT TaKuM Ke, Kak OH. Bo3MoxkHO, 60jiee xKeCcTOKUM, 0ojiee OeCIIOIagHbIM.

OTKUHYBIINCH Ha IIOCTEJIh, S IOYYBCTBOBajIa ce0s1 OIMyCTOIIIEHHOM. Bce BOKPYT ITOXOAUIIO Ha OYPHOM COH,
13 KOTOPOT'0 HEBO3MOXKHO BEIOpaThcsi. BpayH yiien, He HoXKIaBIIUCh MOeTro oTBeTa. 4 KaHyna B JleTy Ha
Ilapy 4acos, o0gyMEIBas mpoucxonsmee. Ho kaxkmas MBICTb paHHUIIA HOXKOM B caMoe cephlle.

Anekc — y6wuiiiia. MoHCTp, 060POTEeHb, HEYTO MMPOTHBOECTECTBEHHOE U HEIIPUPOOHOe. A s MoJXKHa Oymy
ponouth eMy pebeHkKa. OTOpBaTh OT TPYOH, OTHAAB B MUD I'PSI3U U yKaca. Tyda, Te KaXOeli CMOTPUT Ha
TeOs co cTpaxoM. Kak Tecca, Hanpumep.

Hy yx HeT!

IIBeph PE3KO OTKpPHIIACh, B KOMHATY BiieTen Anekc. Ha HeM ObIlI HOBBIM KOCTIOM, CTApyI0 OOeXkKay OH
cMeHUJ. 4 maxe myMmaTh 60siIach, 10 KaKou mpuuuHe. [Togoias Ko MHe, MyK4YWHa COIIYPHUJI T1a3a,
KODPOTKO U SICHO OTYEKaHUB:

— ME&I Bo3BpailaeMcsi goMoi, Pyou, — BTSIHYB BO3OyX, OH IIOMOPIIIUIICS, HOOaBUB:

— Ho cnepsa nmpumu gym. U aTto He npockba.

Korpa s BhIIIa 13 gyina, AjleKc cupelnl Ha Moel 1ocTeny, 6e3qyMHO IAIiICh B OKHO. Ha MHe ObUIH THUIIb
xXajaT, Begb OONMbHUYHYIO ITMXKaMy U HUKHee Oellbe 51 BRIOpOCHUiia B YPHY Ha nepepaboTky. UMeHHO TaKuMU
OBLIM IIpaBuUJjla Ilepeq BEIIUCKON U3 DAaHHOTO 3aBeNeHUs.

41 nnaHWpoBasia IepeofeThCs B IajiaTe, CUNTAsA HaBepPHsSKa, 4To Kpoydopa He cTaHET XKOaTh MEHS 0KOJIO
mojiy4aca Ha ogHOM MecTe. [IpoMaxHysacs.

EcTecTBeHHO, pa3meBaThCs eped HUM He cobupasack, IO3TOMY, TOJOUAS K ITKady, pacnaxHyJsia IBEePLHl,
B3si/Ia BCe caMoe HeoOX0OuMoe U cherajia Iar B CTOPOHY HaMCKO¥M KOMHATHI.

— Het, — pasparncs 3BOHKUI I'oJI0C MY2K4YMHEL, OT3HIBAsCh Ha MoeM TeJie Mypalikamu. OH OyaTo
nmpeaynpexkaasn o6 omacHOCTH. BHyTpeHHUM WHCTUHKT Bonun: «BETU!», HO HOTM IPUPOCHH K IIOJTY. —
ITepeopeBaticsi TyT.

— Ho... — rosnoc gporuayi, Korga AeKc pe3Ko IIOBEPHYJICS KO MHe, BIleYaTaB B [BepIly B3risigoM. He
OBLIIO CHJI IOIIEBEINTh I3BIKOM.

— TBI MOsT 2KeHa, — KOPOTKO U SICHO IIOCTABHUJI BCE TOYKHU HaJ «i» ambda.

51 morna 661 HaTOMHUTE eMy 0 ChIOKK. Beib *MEHHO OHA HOJI?KHA BHITIOJIHSITH BCE 00s13aHHOCTHU KEHHI. A 5
Tak... Cocyn mJisi BEIHAIIIMBAHUS OyAyIIero cbiHa MOHCTpa. Ho He cTana. B maMsiTu TyT K€ BCIIBIJIN
rmociengHue coObITHS. [0 CUX MOP He YKIaghlBanach B IOJIOBE CyabOa IIPOCTOr0 Kyphepa.

— 4 cTecHsIOCH, AJIEKC, — TIOMBITAIaCh HAJaBUTh Ha KAJIOCTh, 00HAB cebst pykamu. Ctamo 3516K0,
3aX0TeI0Ch HaJeTh ellle OOUH XajaT, 3aKyTaTbCSA B HET'O C T'OJIOBOH.

— B Tom-TO u meno, Py6u, — NPOTSHYN OH, OTBOPAYMBAsCh K OKHY. — [laBaii, Mbl CIIEIINM.

MHe ypmanoch YCBOUTE 3a BpeMs, IpoBefieHHoe psamoM ¢ KpoydopaoM, 4To OH HUKOTAA He MEHSIJI CBOUX
pellleHuni, He CYUTast TOT0 pa3a, Korfaa OTIYCTHUI MeHs K MefcecTpe. M ueM 3TO 3aKOHYHUJIIOCH?

[ToaTOMY, YIIOBUB TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la AJIeKC OTBEPHYJICS, s1 OBICTPO cOpocHa XaslaT U MOTSHYIach 3a
TPyCUKaMH, HafiesiCh HaeTh X TaK OLICTPO, KaK TOJIbKO BO3MOXKHO. TOJIBKO BOT TI0 BIaXKHOMY TeNly TKaHb
BooOOIIle He ABUTanachk. [IoaToMy s oTOpOCHIa X HEHAMOJTr0, PEIUB CIlepBa HAaTAHYTh JIUQ, IIIaThe, a
IIOTOM M HUZKHIOIO YaCTh.



He TyT-TO 6BITO. Y3-3a MOEH CYeTH U XKeJIaHUs COejaTh BCe 3[MeCh U celyac, OTIaKeHHBIN q0 uaeasna
IIPOIIECC BEIXOOWJI M3 Psifia BOH IU10X0. JIud mapman m3 pyk, mepekpy4yuBascs. 9 meixtesia Hag HUM U
3nunack. [Toka, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, PyKU He Hadalu OpOXKaTh.

[TnroHyB Ha HUXKHee 0eJibe, coesiana rjIy0oKui BOOX, cuuTas po cebs mo mecsatu. OOBIYHO 3TO IIOMOTaJio,
HO He ceiyac. X0TeJIOCh BEIThL OT OECCHUJINSI, OT TOr'0, KaK CUJIbHO BLIOMBAJI MEHSI U3 KOJIeu AJIeKC
Kpoydopza! I craHoBHIACE OPYTHM 4EI0BEKOM, POOKKUM, CTPAIIUBIIHNMCS CBOEH TeHH, 6€3POIIOTHEIM.

— 3aMpu, — roJIoC MPO3BydYaJsl OKOJIO CaMOro yxXa. M s Ha camMoM [ejie 3aMepiia, MAP BOKPYT OCTAHOBHIJICS.
BHyTpu MeHs OblT orob. Kak, 3aueM, nmouyeMy oH TyT?! { Gosiyiach ObIIaTh, TEJIO HE APOKAjo, HO CTaso
IIOX0XKe Ha T'YCUHYI0O KOXKY.

$1 BCTIOMHMJIA, YTO CTOIO MTOJTHOCTHIO Harasi, KOTAa InepiiaBasi pyKa aiabdnl 6e3amnesyisiiuoHHO yiiajga MHe
Ha T'Py[Qb, JIUIIB CJIETKa CXKaB ee, 3allleMUB MeXK ITalbllaMUi COCOK. IIpukycusB ry0y, s 3acTaBisiia cebs He
nnakaTh. Begb camMa HU4YEro He mesaja. MoJjidya II03BOJIsijia eMy 3TO.

— T1-m1... — IIenHyI OH MHe B II€10, BEIIOXHYB BECh BO3YX U3 JIETKUX, 3aCTaBJIsII MOU BOJIOCH
B3gbIMaThCA. Ero rimy6okui BOoxX OBIT ITOX0K Ha 3aTAKKY, BRI3BIBAIOIIYIO PHIK. JIaOHb Ha MOEH TPyou
OPOTHYJIA, a ITocjie CKOIb3HYyJIa BHU3, K XKHUBOTY. — YepT, KakK XkKe ClafKo TH ITaxHelrb, P-p-pyou-u...

CTpax pa3nmuBajcs 10 TeJy BMecTe C KPOBbio. f oliylllajia ero B Kaxnoi KieTodke Tena. OH menan MeHs
napanu30BaHHOM. HUKOTOa paHee s He olylajia Hudero nogqobHoro. HaBepHsika AleKc maxe He
TIOIO3PEBaJl 0 MOEM COCTOSSHMU. Befdsw s1 cTOsia K HEMY COUHOM. Jlymas, 4TO s IO3BOJISII0 €My TPOTaTh
cebs1. ®u3nyecKy Tak U OBIIIO, HO HE MOPAJILHO.

— TBos KOXKa upeanbHasi, — PBAHO IIPOXPHUIIEN anbda, CKIOHSISICh BHU3. [Tambliel AJIEeKca CXKallk MOe
6enpo, 060THYB TO COKPOBEHHOE, YTO OBIJIO MEXKAy HUMH, a ero r'yObl BHE3AITHO OIYCTUIINCEH HuXe. [1o
JIoIIaTKaM, CIIMHE... K ATOOuIle.

— Mos Py6u, — mpopsIdal OH, clierka IPUKYCUB KOXKY U TYT XKe JIN3HYB paHy. — THl MOs, BCerfga IMOMHHU
3T0. Bcerpa!

[TogxBaTUB TPYCUKH, OH MOOHEC WX K MOUM HOTaM U, KOT[a s He OTpearupoBajia, CKOMaHIOBaJl:
— JlaBal, 3aMep3HeEIIb.

MHe x0Tenoch, YTOOH BCe 3aKOHYUJIOCH, II09TOMY 5T OBICTPO BEHIIIOJIHUIIA TPUKA3, BITASICh XOTh KaK-TO
NPUUTH B ceOs. PaciieBenuThCs, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB! A 4TO0, eciiu Ha MecTe ['oBapaa oKaxKych 1? WUnu
Kmnapa?! WUnu, 4To coBceM HeBbIHOCUMO, 0abymnsa?! OHU BeOb TOXKe MOT'YT OTBETUThH 3a MoOe
HEIMOBHHOBEeHUE? 3ampocCTo.

[IlenK ¢ TUIIIOPOM YEePTOBCKHU MeJIeHHO CKOJIL3UII 110 KOXKe, OCTABJISIS IOCcie ce0s CTosIIue Ori0oM
Bosiocku. Korma go KoHIla 0CTaBajioCh Bcero Huuero, Kpoydopm BEITSHYIT albIlbl BIIEPEeI U CJIerkKa
KOCHYJICSI CKJTago4yeK. A MeHs Oy[ATO yOapujio TOKOM, IO Tey IPOIIesT Clla3M, 3aCTaBUBIINY OyKBaIbHO
MMOATIPBITHY Th.

Anbda pophlyal 4YTO-TO, My4UTEIBHO IIPOCTOHAB CKBO3b 3YOHI MOe UMs. 3aTO TPYCUKU BMUT 0Ka3aJlUCh
Ha MecTe.

[Toguapmucek Ha Horu, Kpoydopn 6ojiee 0OTBETCTBEHHO Hamesl Iud, 3aCTETHYB eT0 Ha CIIMHE, CJIOBHO UMeJ
OOJIBIIION OIBIT B 3THX [ejlaX. BMeCTO mIaThs MIPOTSHYN PYKY K CBUTEPY, apTyMEHTHUPOBAaB:

— TuI 60JIbHA, @ TaM CBEeXKO.

CiiaBa BCEBHIIITHEMY, JIOCUHLI MHE JOBEPUIN HageTh caMoii. IIoTOMy Kak HaTATUBaTh ux cebe Tskeo. A
OpPYroMy 4YeJIOBEKY — M3[leBaTeIbCTBO. BIrsmerno Tak, OyATo 9K3eKylius 3aKoH4YeHa, Ho Kpoydopn
Tocafull MeHS Ha IOCTeNIb ¥ HAaTSHYJI TEIlJTbie BI3aHble HOCKH. [[JIT 3TOTO eMy MPHIIIOCHh CTAaTh Ha KOJEHU
¥ HaTHyTbCsA. MHe ymajioch YBUIETH ITapy CEeAbIX BOJIOCKOB B €T0 MOEeaTbHO YEPHOU IIeBEIIope.

O6m3aB mepecoxInue ryosl, s MPOIIenTana:
— CkomnbKko Tebe neT?

Anekc pe3ko B3TepHYI MoA60POHOK, CTPAaHHO Ha MEHS YCTaBUBIIUCH, OYATO 60SJICS 4ero-To... YTo g
y3Halo0, yKacHy mpaBay? Ho Begb 06G0pOTHU XKUBYT KaK OOBIUHEIE TIOOU. M HeT?

— Borbilie TpUAIATH MISATH? — IIPENIIOIOXKKIA I, HO OTBeTa He mociienoBano. Ho, Kak ©3BECTHO, MOTYaHUE
camoe sIBHOe coryiacue. — Borbllle COpoKa MSATU? — ¥ CHOBA IOJIHAsA TullinHa! — YepT, Hy Tebe He MOXKeT
OBITH OOJIBIIIE IISATUOECSTH... Umu?..

— CrnumkoM MHOTO pa3roBopoB. Eme cekyHny Ha3an g OblI yBepeH, uTo BpayH BKoJoN Te6e Kakoe-TOo
CUJIbHENIIIee YCIIOKOUTENIbHOE — THI IOXOOMJIa Ha MOJIyMepTBYI0. A ceiidac pOT He 3aThIKAeTCsI, — CcKa3all



anb(da, BCKaKHUBas Ha HOTH, Ha X0y HaGpackiBasi MHe Ha IJIeYH TEeIIBIH nuaXKaK. [[0MEITaBIINCh
MIOOHSITHCS HA HOTH, 51 CTOJIKHYJIACh C SIBHBIM COIPOTHUBIIeHHEeM. — YeM MeHbIIe Thl OyOellb XOOUTh, TeM
OBICTpEEe IIOIPAaBHUIILCS. Tak cKa3asl JOKTOop.

Bce To Bpems, mOKa MBI CITyCKaIUCh BHU3 Ha TUdTe, MeHs He IIOKUAAI0 YeThIpe BOIIpoca... UTO CIy4YuIoch
c KypbepoM? I[ToueMy 51 BOPYT BHE3AITHO 3aMepJia CEerogHs, He Pellasich IPOTUBOCTOSATh Astekcy? CKOJIBKO,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, JIET 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY?

U, rmaBHOe, moyeMy mo nudTa MeHs Hago OBIJIO HECTH Ha pykKax? Kak 9TO CBI3aHO C XOXIOEeHUEeM?
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BpayH cTosin y 1IeHTPpalbHOI'0 BEIXOAA, CJI0OKUB PYKU Ha I'PYIU U PAfOCTHO yIbI0asch, OyITO IIPOUCXOIUIIO
He4To npekpacHoe. OT OByIWYUS OOKTOPA 110 CIIMHE LT MypPaIku!

— Ioporoi anbda, s KpaHe paj, YTO Ballla XXeHa UIeT Ha MonpaBKy! — mponeneran ®unui, — Bu 6oree
OPYTUX MOCTOHHEI IOTOMCTBA.

— Kak mymaeTte, XoouTh MHE HENB35I? — PE3KO IpepBasa g 3TOT ¢hapc, HaMeKasi, 9YTO mopa Okl OIIyCTUTH
MeHs Ha 3eMJIIO.

— MoxXHO0 X0OuTh, — JSNHYN bpayH, HO, yBUIOEB HACYIJIEHHOE JTUII0 AJIEKCa, TYT XKe IobmeqHen u
TIOCIIENTHO UCIpaBuicsa: — Ho mydille HOCUTDh TaKylo LIEHHYIO HOIIY Ha PyKaX, eCTECTBEHHO.

— EcTecTBeHHO, — SIHOBUTO A IIpOIINIieJIa B TOH €My, OKHObIBAasA JOKTOPA HEHABUOAIIIUM B3TJISAOOM.
HeckonbKko mHeM Hal3ajd OH HaCTOSTEIbHO PEKOMEHO0BAJl MHE YHOAJIUTh 2KEHCKHE OPraHbl 1 HUKOI'Oa He
UMETH IeTEeN OT MOHCTPa, a ceriyac 6€30CTaHOBOYHOE pacxBaJinBajl anL(by u ero GYJIYH.IGG IIOTOMCTBO.

— Cnacu60 BaM, — KpaTKo oTBeTuJ1 Kpoydopa, BHUMaTeIbHO I Ha Bpada. He Moprasi, He mwima. 3To
ObLT He IpocTo B3rnAn. Hompoc, He MeHbIIe. BpayH coenan mar Hasal, [ocjie 4ero AJeKC IPOTAHYI
cTpaHHy!Io dpa3y: — Bbl Beb 3HaeTe, s Bcerga galo JIIOOSM TO, YTO II0JIydalo oT HuX. [Jo6po 3a gobpo.
[IpenaTenbCcTBO 3a IIpefaTenbCTBO.

TummHa pnunock He 60j1ee IOJTYMUHYTHL, HO IT0Ka3ajlach BEYHOCThIO. [I0AKWHD TOIIOP B BO3OYyX — U OH
3aBuCHeT. HacTonmpko OblJIa HAaNPSAXKEeHHOM aTMocdepa. M Korfia 51 yxKe pelnuiia, YTo bpayH moBepXkeH, OH
BHE3aITHO PaCIUIBIICS B HOOPOLYIITHOM yiIbIOKe U coeslal KOHTPOJIBHEBIM BEICTPET:

— IlepenaBaiiTe mpuBeT ChIOKH. ITa KEHIMHA 3aCTyKUBAET HE MEHBIIIETO BHUMAHUS, YEM Ballla BTOPas
xeHa. Moe riy6ouaiiniee yBaxKeHUe U IMOKJIOH!

AJ'IB(l)a HaIlpsarcs. g YYyBCTBOBaJla, KaK CKPHUIIHYJIX €Tro 3y651 M C2KaJIMChH IIaJIbIIbI. Cepm_:e B rpyaou
3aCTy4aJi0o CUJIbHEe, MBIIIIBI HAaIlIPpATJINCh. JIuno BBRITSHYJIOCH, CTAJIO OoJbIIe IIOXOOUTHh Ha OCKaIJl.

MeHs Toxke mepenepHyno. Kaxmoe ynomuHauue o CbioKd — OyATO yaoap Immof Obix. CIoBa MOKTOpa 3ByYanu
YBaXKHUTENBHO, ¥ HE B YeM ero ObLIO YIIPeKHYTh. Ho... Temepb KazKABIM U3 TOIIH OXPAHHBI 3HAJ, YTO 5
oduIranbHas mo0oBHast. KokoH mis pebeHka. Ta, KTO IJIOOUT [JIst BIIOOIEHHOHN MTapHI.

CTano Tak Mep3KO U HEIIPUSTHO, YTO 3aKPyKuJjachk rojoea. OuryiieHus ObIIN CTPaHHBIE... BYOTO 5 CTOIO
rojiasi Ha LIEHTPAJIbHOM IJIOIAAN — W HUKTO HE JAeT MHE TPUKPHITHCS.

— IIpunasaTo, — orpe3an Kpoydopa, pe3ko pa3BepHYBIINUCEH Ha MSITKAX U YyCTPEMUBIINCE TPOYb. ET0
KeJIBaKW Urpaliy, a B IJla3ax IUisicano miaaMs. To caMoe, afckoe.

Y BxOma CTOSIJI0 MHOZKECTBO YEePHBIX MAIITKMH, U JIUIIL OOUH OXKUII CPeOu HUX 0COOEeHHO BhIAesncs. KakoBo
X&Ke OBIJIO MOe yAuBJIeHHWE, KOTAa 0Ka3ajioCh, UTO BCe 9TH «UTPYIIKW» IpHUHaAIex)aT Kpoydopay u ero
oxpaHe. A T'JIaBHBIM 3KCIIOHAT — TOJIBKO TJIaBapio.

— TH orpaGHn TaKCOHapK? — CBbsI3BHUIJIA i, IIBITASCh IIYTUTD. Ho Anexc OB CIUIITKOM TJ'IY6OKO B CBOHUX
MBICJIAX, YTOORI YCIHIBIIIATh MOHX CJIOBA.

Myx4YnHa nocaguil MeHs B aBTO, II0CJIe 4ero o0olIes ero U pa3MecTuiics psaoM. Ho He ycnena s
MUKHYTb, KaK OH MPOTSAHYJI PYKH ¥ 3arpabacTai MeHsI B CBOM OOBSTHS, 3aTIHYB Ha KOJIEHH.

— OT0 enne 3ayeM?! — IIPOCYHYB PYKU MEeXOY HaMU, IIONbITarach OTCTPaHUThCs, HO Kpoydopa HamaBun
Ha MOIO IIIel0, 3aCTaBJIsAg IPUXKaThCAa K My2KCKOU I'PyOU. 3aMepeB Ha CEKyHIY, g YCIBIIana, Kak OH gejaeT
rIyOoKUH BOOX U MeOJIEHHO BEIBIXaeT. ByaTo ¢ o6meryenuemM. — I, 4TO TH TaM Aejaemb? OtoycTu!

— Cupu Monga, — QBIPKHYII OH, HAriIyxo GUKCUPYS PYKy Ha MOeH Tajuu, OPYroi IPOomoiIKall yoepKUBaTh
1relo.

— YT0 9TO 3a TENAYbU HEKHOCTHU, anbda? — Moaaesna I MyXK4YUHY, HaJlesiCh, YTO MOJ0OHOE 3aCTaBUT €T0
IpUNTH B ce0s U OaTh MHE PAcCIabUTHCS BHE €T0 SHEPTETUKU. be3 00bsITui 1 TI00bIX KaCaHUH.

— YuuTeIBas TBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTh HAXXWBATh MIPOOJIEMEI Ha MATYIO TOUKY, 1 00ecreunBao 6€301acHOCTE B
IIepByI0 ouepenb cebe, — TeM Ke TOHOM OTBETUJI MyKUYHHA, HArJI0 U30eBasiCh.

Crerka TIOOHSIB Ha HETO B3TJISAM, ST He ITOBEPUIA CBOUM yIaM. Afib¢ha yMeeT IIyTUTh! DTO BHI3BAJIO
yxMbUIKY. Ho TyT ke cTano He no cebe. ['oBapay Bennb cerigac He 0co00 Becero.

— Torpga IIOBEPHU MEHs JINIIOM K OKHY, — 0e3 Karu HWPOHHUHU IIOIIBITAJIaCh HACTOATH 51 Ha CBOEM. — Bo-
MEPBLIX, Y MEHA HET XKeJIaHUuA IMAJIUTECA Ha LI€e0 BCIO OOPOory. BO-BTOpBIX, X04YeTCsAa HaKOHEIL-TO YBUIOETH



ynuiy. C ozgBaia TBOero momMa o6cTaHOBKa He ITPOCMATPUBAETCS.

[TomyMaB HEMHOTO, AJIEKC HEOXKHUAAHHO BHITIOIHUII MPOCKOY. £ ocTanach CUETh y HETO Ha KOJIEHSX, HO
MOTJIa cOejiaTh BUI, YTO 9TO He TaK. MoU B3TJIAM KaOHO LENIAJCS 3a IPOX0KUX, Mara3uHlel, Kopenny,
IIKONY... 51 CJIOBHO IBEITAlach HaBEPCTaTh TO, YTO IOTEPsiia 3a 9TU OHU, U 3a0BITh BeCh yKac, KaK BOPYT...

— Anekc! Bor moii... Heyxkenu... — 3aKkpuydasa {1, IOOCKaKuBas Ha MecTe. TaM, 10 TpOTyapy, CIIOKOMHO
minna Knapa. Ee Kyapsmky Tpemasn BeTep, X0Ts MIKOJIbHasA popMa cupena Kak BnIuTasd. 4 cTydana 1o
CTeKJIy KyJlakaMu, pa30uBasi UX B KPOBb, HO YCJIBIIIIATh MEHS OHa He Morja. CJIMIIKOM JaneKko. —
OctanoBu! OctaHoBHU Xke!

['ma3a cTajau MOKPHEIMH, TOJIOC COPBAJICS U OXPHII. {1 MOJIKIIa eT0 OCTaHOBUTH, oGelllajia BCe Ha CBeTe.
OTpmara OBl OyITy 3a BO3MOXKHOCTB OOHSATH CeCTPy. II094yBCTBOBATH, UTO OHA KHMBA, CUACTJINBA, BCE €IIle
IIOMHHUT U TIOO0UT MeHs. DTO ObII TaK BaxkHO. 2Ku3HeHHO HeobxoguMo. Kak kucnopos!

— Anpda? — He BeIIepzKaB, IOOAll I'0JIOC BOOUTENE. [laxke cephlle 6eCuyBCTBEHHOTO Po60oTa OPOTHYIIO.

Ho Ttonbko He Anekca Kpoydopmaa. OH maxe He MOPTHYH, OeCIeTbHO TS BOepemn. JIUIb IPOPOHUI Iapy
CJIOB:

— IIpukasa ocTaHaBIUBATLCS He OBLIO.

MarrrHa npoposizkarna CBOM IIyTh, BpeMs OT BpeMeHU OCTaHaB/INBasCh Ha cBeTodopax, Bce Janblile U
manslie oThe3xkas oT JlornoHa u... Kimapsl. Bpems netesno HesaMeTHo. 4 ycTaBuiiack epen co6oi Ha
CuIeHUWe BOOUTENISI M YTOHYJIA B CIIyTAHHBIX MBICTISAX. [IbITanack moHATH, 3a 4To Kpoydopa Tak mocrymaet
CO MHOM, 3a4eM TaK HaKa3bIBaerT.

Ho oTBeT GBI TPOCT — OH kKecCToK. Kak xkuBoTHOe. B muKoM necy medCcTByeT OOUH HeoOpaTUMBIM 3aKOH —
THI OJI2KeH ObITh HAJL BceMu: Hafi BparoM U APyroM; Hajl KEeHOU u mo0oBHULEH. CTOUT OaTh CTabuHy — U
Bce. bombIme TH He TJIaBHBIH.

— ThI X04ellb MOAYNHUTD MEHsI, CJIOMaB BCe KOCTH M CPAaCTHUB UX TakK, Kak Tebe yromHo. BocuTtaTh
04YepemHOTr0 BEPHOI'0 COJIHATa, BHIIOIHSIIONIET0 TBOU IIPUKA3HI 10 WIEJTYKY MaJibIleB, — YCTaJIO0
npobopMoTana cebe mox HOC, OyAy4n YBEPEeHHOU, 4TO AJIEKC CIIBIIINT KaXKaoe cjioBo. Ero pyka Bce ere
TI0-CBOMCKH JIezKajia Ha MoeM XKuBoTe. — Ho 51 He 060poTeHb. Mou 4yBCTBa — 4ejoBedyeckue. Curapera...
Korpa ThI KypHIITh, BEIAEIXAEIIb ObIM... ET0 O0Mbllle Henb3s1 BepHYTh o6paTHO. Cepaue ITuTepa Toxke He
BEPHYTH B ero Teno, ['oBapma He BOCKPECUTH, M HET OOJIbIIE HUYEro, CIIOCOOHOTO cuesiaTh TeOsT 4eJIOBEKOM
B MOUX T'JIa3ax.

Mon4yaHue OJINJIOCh YEPTOBCKHU HOITro. £ OB maxe pelnsia, 4To AJIeKC YCHYJI, eClIH OBl er0 IMabIlbl IO
KOHEI] MOel pedYr He COMKHYJIUCH, OyITO OT BHE3AHOTO UMITyJibca. Kak BAPYT OH OTYEKAHWII JIEOSTHBIM
TOJIOCOM:

— OcraHoBu Mamuny, Bund.

— EcTh, — TYT XKe OTBETHUJI BOOMUTENb, Che3Kasi Ha 0600unHy. [Ipo6imemMa ObI/la B TOM, YTO MH y2Ke BhIeXajlu
3aropof ¥ Tpacca Iia MocCpeguHe I'yCTOro jieca.

Kpoydopz BrIlIEN M3 aBTO OOHUM IIPOCTHIM M PE3KUM OBUKEHUEM, COBEPIIIEHHO HE YeJI0BEYECKUM.
VioepxkuBasg MeHsI Ha PyKaX, My>K4YKWHa NOANPHITHYJI ¥ 3a MTHOBEHUE OKa3aJICAd Ha PacCTOSTHUU MeTpa.
Bynb s1 He pa3maBiieHa IIOCIe BCTPEeYH C CeCTPOM, cropana OB OT CTpaxa W NpeaBKyleHus. Ho Temepb
OBIJIO IJIEBATh. YTO BOOOIIE MOXKET ITPOU30UTH XyxKe? UeM ellle yIUBUT MEHS 3TOT OEHB?

IToxm HOraMu anbdbl XPyCTEeNIN BETKY, JKUBOTHBIE BOKPYT pa3beranuchk. CTasno HEIPUBEIYHO TUXO, IIPOIIAJio
TeHUe MTHI, MIepyaeHue 6ejloK, TOIIOT MaJIEeHbKUX OJIEHAT... KaxkeTcs1, maxke HepeBbs ITepecTalu
pacKaYyuBaThCS, KyCTHI CXKAJIUCh.

— Pemmy 6pocuTh MeHS B JieCy? — MPENNOJIOXKUIIA S, KOTa MOTYaHre 3aTSIHY/I0Ch. MyXKYWHa TAKEIIO0
OBIITAT, XPUIIEeJI, CBUPEII0 CMOTpPETI BIIepe, CIIOBHO MeHs U He 3aMedasi. — UTo XKe, JIaJHO...

AJleKC OCTaHOBUJICS Ha OIYIIKe, TIe OKPYXKUBIINE €€ MepeBbs CO3Talid HEKOe IMoo01e KOKOHaA,
3aKpPHIBAIOINIETo oOJlaka. f orismenach, He 3aMeTHUB HUYEeTro BEIPA3UTEILHOT0. 3aUeM MEI CIofla IIPHUIIIIHN?

He ycmen 9TOT pOKOBOM BOIIPOC COPBATLCS C MOUX I'y0, Kak 5 oKasajlach CToslleld Ha Horax. OmHa. AJlekc
Kpoydopz mpoman, 6yoTo ero u He OBIJIO.

— D#, — yOUBJIEHHO OCMOTPEBIIKCEH II0 CTOPOHAM, He CMOTIjIa O0HAPYXKUTh Haxe IpocBeTa. 1o TPacChHl
OOBIYHEBIM IIaroM UATH He MeHee YeThIpeX YacoB. CTasio 3s10K0, OOy X0JIOOHEIM BeTep. OOHSB cebs
pyKaM¥u, s TTOeKUIach, Aeas mar suepen. Ilog HoraMu XpyCTHYJIa BETKA, ¥ 9TOT 3BYK Pa3HECCS 9XOM. A
9TO 3HAYMUIIO, YTO AJIEKC BCe ellle psaaoM. Begb B IPOTUBHOM CiIy4Yae XKUBOTHEIX TyT Oblsia ObI ThMa. — ITO
He cMemrHo. Eciu XoTen gath MHE CBOOOY, TO He 00si3aTeIbHO TaKUM M30IIPEHHBIM CI0CO60M. Mor OHI 1



MIPOCTO...

Ha KakKoe-TO KOPOTKOe MTHOBEeHUe s1 o0pajioBaiach. [laxke cjerka yablOHy1ach. XO0TEI0Ch BEPUTh, YTO
Kpoydopza BeiOpocun MeHsT U3 CBOel Ku3Hu. MoJI, BCe 9TO CKa3Ku PO MCTUHHYI0. He HyKHa ThI MHE
6omnbite, Py6u. TonbKo BOT 5 ycIliena COefiaTh JIUIID [IBa I1ara, a 3aTeM II0YyBCTBOBAJla Ybe-TO IIPUCYTCTBUE
c3aau. He OBIIO 3BYKOB, JIMIIB 3HEPTEeTUKA. HeuTo moxozxkee Ha pa3psim cBepxHoOBOM. BAX. M TH OoBedYKa, 3a
CIIMHO¥M KOTOPOM TOT, KTO T€OSI ChECT XKUBbEM.

«OmacHOCTD, OITAaCHOCTh, OMACHOCTR!» — CKAHOUPOBAJ MO3T.

Temno mpomub yxkac. CTpax IPOIUTAN KaXayio KIeTKY Tefla. MypalllKy ITOKPHITH KaXkX Oy KIEeTKY KOXKH.
To, 4TO CTOsIJI0 103U OBIJIO... Y?KACHBIM, HEI0OeIUMEIM, YOUMCTBEHHBIM.

OHO pa3gaBUT MeHs Kak MowKy! YoreT, He 3aMeTuB! CTaHeT caMbIM CTPAIIHBIM KOIIIMapoM, B KOTOPOM s
Oyny MOJIUThE O CMEPTH, Kak 0 oOpoii Boje!

— «HeT 6osbIlle HUYET0, CIOCOOHOI0 coenaTh Te0s YeJI0OBEKOM B MOUX IJIa3ax», — IPOLUTUPOBAJI MOU
CJIOBa KaKOM-TO He3HAKOMBIM HU3KUY PHIK. ITO OB He Anmekc. HeuTo mpyroe. Bombiee mo pasMepy B TPHU
pasa. OT KaxXk[oro mara 3eMJis 10 HoraMU ITOANIPHITUBala, a IPoXKb B Tejle Bce OoJbllle IOXOAUIa Ha
npunafok. Cne3sl 6ezkaiy U3 riia3 HECKOHYaeMbIM ITIOTOKOM. BOH3UB KOT'TH B CBOIO K€ KOXY, OIIyTHIIA,
KakK 10 pyKaM cTekaeT KpoBb. — Ho 51 He uenoBek, Py6u. To, TO Thl BUOUIITL TOCTOSTHHO, JIUIIThE MacKa IJIst
BHeIIHEero Mupa. Tak BOT IOBEPHUCH KO MHE U IIOBTOPH CBOU CJIOBA.

O Ovlnt pagoM. MoHcTp. Kaxknas KieTodka Tena ourymana ero. KaXabeii BoJIoc Ha Tejle BCTall IEI00M.
BexnunieiBasi, s meITasack 3aCTaBUTH ce0s 6ekaTh. Ho 9ToO OBIJIO HEBO3MOXKHEIM. ECiiu maxe 3Bepu
Ipu3Hanu ero anbdoii... Kyna yxx MmHe?

— ITOBEPHUCDH! — psaBKHYII OH, a 3aTeEM BAPYT HEYTO YBECUCTOE yIlajao Ha Moe mjedo. Kortu nopuenunu
MaybTO, OCTABJIsISI Ha HEM KPYITHEIE ITOope3bl. — 4 ImpuKa3biBaio Tebe mMoBepHYyThCs, Pyou!

BHymeHue OBLTIO TAKMM CUJIBHBIM, YTO IIPOTUBOCTOSATH eMy s Obl He cMoriia. Panee. Ho He celiuac.
ITpoucxopgsgmiee oTBeprai Mol pa3yM. OH He pa3peliasn MHe IlepellarHyTh I'paHsb, JTUIINTHL ceOs paccynxa.
To, uTo g yBUXKY TaM, yObeT MeHs Ha MecTe. CrioMaeT KaK COJIOMUHKY. I[lyTu Hasan He Oynmert!

9ddeKT opiMa CUTapeTHl IEPEMETHYJICS Ha MEeHsI, 4epT Ovl ero modpait!

— HeTt, — 3aMoTana roioBou s, HO MO4YyBCTBOBasa, Kak Kpoydopn ycunun gaBnenue. [laxe 5TO He
nomorno! — Het! HeT u enie pa3 HeT!

— ThI moyXHa BUOETH MYKYHUHY, C KOTOPBIM CIIHIIL! — T'OJIOC pa3jIeTeNICsS 9XO0M II0 Jiecy, OTHaBas OutamMu
B TOJI0BE. 3aKphljIa PyKaMH" yIITu, 605ICh OTTIOXHYTh. — MyXKYWHY, OT KOTOPOT'0 POOUIIL pebeHKa!
MyXK4uHY, C KOTOPBEIM IIPOZKUBEIID BCIO XKU3Hb!

— Hu 3a yTo! — 3akpuyasa .

Kaxpast MuHyTa psimoM ¢ HUM ObUia MydeHreM. Aypa oOOpOTHS IIpOXKUTrasa MeHs, CJIOBHO KHUCJIoTa. 5
CTAHOBHUJIACh YKYIIIEHHLEIM 3BEPEM, OPOXKAIIUM IIepel XUIMHUKOM. B3rIsiHyTh eMy B I'Jla3a — Xy[Ilee u3
3071.

— 4 pman Tebe BI:I60p, — BBIJOXHYJI OH MHE€ B yXO, 3aCTaBJIsdAs cepAale 3aMepeTh Ha MTHOBEHHEe. — Cetiuac
€ro HeT.

Ianwie Bce OBLIO KaK B TyMaHe. [IPBEIZKOK — ¥ OTPOMHBIM MOHCTP B3METHYJICS B BO3AYX, IIPOJIETEB HAMIO
MHOM, OyaTo s1 Menkas Oykarika. OT cTpaxa mepeq rjla3aMy IOSIBUIMCh 3BE3[HI, a IT0CJIe U YepPHBIEe MIsITHA.
XKemnupb opgKaTHia K FOpily, ¥ Korfa Iiepeno MHOY IIPHU3eMIINIIOCh HeYTO HeoObsITHOE IIPOCTO... 5
OTKJTIOYMJIACE.

MeHs pa30yousio meHue ITUIl, MIypIllaHue TUCTbSA, T'YIIKUM BeTep... Temmbiii CKBO3HSIK OOOpPUII, a 3amax
BOKpPYT OBIJI TAKUM IIPUATHBIM, IIPAHBIM. n OeJio He TOJIBKO B CJIaKHUX 6ynquaX C KOpHHeﬁ, KOTODPEIE g
pacmo3Hasa Mmo4TH cpasy... [leno B gpyrom. Tak max 4YMCTHIN, He 3aTPA3HEHHEBIN JIEC U MOS JII00MMas peka
Tewm3a.

PacmaxHyB I71a3a, pe3Ko cejia Ha mocTtesnu. ['ooBa Oblla Ha yOUBJIEHHUE SICHOM, HO C TPYIOM BCIIOMHHAIINCh
ImocyieqHue coOhITHS. ['0OBap[, BEIIKCKA U3 OOLHUITE, AJIEKC B UCTUHHOM OOJTMYHH.

CTpax TyT e CTaJl SIBbIO, a BO PTY IIePecoxyio. ¢ mogopBaiachk Ha MOCTEIN K ABIMSIIEMYCS Yaio, KOTOPHIH
oKa3zaJsicsa 6e3yMHO BKYCHBIM Kode. 3aimom s oCyIuiia IoTJaliky, XKagHo 3aKyChiBas OyI09KOM.

Kak TOIbKO OMKUY TOJI0f HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS ¥ MHE YOaJIOCh OTKUHYTH BOCIIOMUHAHMS, S BAPYT
3aMepiia, TIsIas B OKHO.

— YepT... — OT U30LITKA 3MOIUI I'Jla3a CTaly BlaXKHBIMM, OKCUTOIIUH PA3/IUIICS 110 Tely. f NOoAnpHTHYIa



U 3aBU3XKaJla, BIENUBIINCH IajIbllaMU B XKeJIe3HYIO IIepeKIafguHy IIOOOKOHHUKA. — boxXe, y MeHS Tenepb
ecTh oKHO! W kxakoro nmoaBasa!l

Takas Meno4b, HO... 3a Te OHM, YTO IIPHUIIIIOCH IIPOBECTU B IIOABAle, S MOHSNIa, KaK 3aBUCHMa OT THEBHOTO
cBeTa. 3aTo4YeHUe CBOOUJIIO C YMa, OIIaCHO CKAa3bIBAJIOCh Ha IIcuxuke. U Temnmepb CHUCXOXKAEHUE ambQbl
IOapuJI0 CaMbIi HAaCTOAIMHN 9KCTa3.

4 ponro mo6oBanack IPUPOOON, ITOKAa He 0CO3HAsIA, YTO Itopa Ol mpuBecTH cebs B MOpANOK. Bannas
KOMHaTa OblJIa TaKOM Ke 10 YPOBHIO YOpPAaHCTBa U CTUIO. Ee Toxke, Bummumo, oOcTtaBisna ChIOKH.

— Muccuc, — BHUAS U3 KOMHATH, 1 OYKBAJIbHO CIOTKHYJIACh O IPUCHYTY. Ty camMyio HeBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO
mokTop BpayH Ha3bIBajl cBoel modeprio. — Anbda KaoeT Bac BHU3Y. [IpuriaiiaeT no3aBTpakaTb C HUM.

— IIpurnamaet? — yTO4YHUIA 5, HA YTO IIOJIy4uUsia COTJIaCHLINM KMBOK. — TO €CThb 5T MOTY He UOTH?

— KoHeuHO, MucCcHUC, — ITOBTOPHO KMBHYJIA AEBYIIIKa, a S BAPYT OCO3HAalla, YTO Jake UMEHHU ee He 3Halo.
OHa CJI0BHO ITOYYBCTBOBaJjla MOIO HEJIOBKOCTh, POOKO yiIbIOHYBIIHCE. — S Kenmu.

— Kennu, — oTBeTUB YJ'IBIﬁKOI;I, s BOPYT OGpe‘-IeHHO BBIOOXHYJIA. — Pa3s ecTtp BbI60p, TO s1 He IIPpURy.

Takoro Kennu TouHO He oxkupgana, 3aMepeB Ha MeCTe, YCTaBUJIaCh Ha MEeHs YOUBJIEHHO. BpHJI JIX KTO-TO B
UX «PEJIuruu» MOr OTKa3aTh CaMOMYy anbcbe. TewMm 6GoJjiee Korma OH He IIPUKa3bIBaJl, a IIPpUIrjamari.

— YBepeHHH], MUCCUC? — POOKO ¥ HEHABSI3YWBO MEPECITPOCUIIa OHA, 3aCTaBUB MEHS 3aAyMaThCs. I1ycThb
mmociye coOwrITUM B f1ecy s 6osinack Kpoydopaa cunbHee, ueM paHbIlle, HO TEIEPh 6€3yMHO JOPOKUIIa HOBOH
KOMHaTO#. — [loBap IPUTOTOBUJI BAIllX TIOOMMEIE IPSIHUKHY, a ellle MHOZKEeCTBO Pa3HBIX U3LICKOB. AJb(a
pacmopsiguics, — OeBYIIKa 3aAayMajlachk HEHA0/Ir0, CJIOBHO Pa3MBIIIISISI, CTOUT JIU TOBOPUTH, HO BCE XK€,
IIOKpacHeB, Brigana: — Pagu Bac.

Takast mpe3eHTanus ot Kennu ropopusa nuinb 06 ogaoM: Anekc Kpoydopa cnuimkomM yx CUIBHO
3aMOPOYHJICA pagu OOBIYHOTO 3aBTpaka. [Toka HEMOHSATHO, OJIsT Yero U 3aYeM, HO eCJId He SIBUTBCS —
TOYHO OyImeT CKaHmal.

— Pa3 npsgHUKYU... — YKIIOHYMBO OTBETUJIA 51, YBUIEB POOKYIO HaOeXKAy B IrJ1a3ax TOPHUYHON. — [Tomoxkau
3a OBEpPLIO, IToXKanyrcTa. MHe Hy2KHO IIepPeOmeThCs.

— Bn1 MOKeTe CIIyCTUTBCSI caMa, — [eBYIlIKa BEIOUJIa CBOMMHU CJIOBAaMM IOYBY M3-Iof HOT. [Togymara, 4To
CIJTIO, VITUTIHYJIa ce0s1, HO BCe ellle MPOooJiXkKaJlia CTOSITh Ha MecTe. 3HAYUT, He COH. — AJbda pa3pernni.
TouHee... IPeQJI0KUII, MUCCHUC.

— YcHo... Torma ugTtu.

BEITPOBOOUB [EBYIIKY, ST IIJIOTHO 3amepiia OBeph, IILITasiCh YTOMOHUTHE OellleHoe cepanebueHue, Imocie
4ero IUTIOHYJIA U IIOHJOIIIa K IIKady, I034HO BCIIOMHUB, YTO BhIAEJIEHHAs MHE OfeXKIOa HaBepHsIKa
octanack BHuU3y. Ho HeT. Ee mepeHecnu ciofa.

MHe cpa3y IpUTIsHyJIachk CTPOToe YepHOe IJIaThe C BOJlaHaMM Ha pykaBax. OHO ObLIO HUKe KOJIEH, Ha
KHCTSIX C Pe3UHKaMM, 3aKPHIBAIOIIMMY [TOJIPYKH, @ TAK¥XKe MMOJIHOCThIO BCIO CIIMHY. BOT TOMIBKO... 3amax Ha
rpynu. Bpome ¥ 3aKpHITO IPUIMYHO, HO YEPT 3HAET, KakK ajibda BOCIPUMET.

[TOKpYTHUBIINCEH Iepef 3epKayoM HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, s yOeounach B TOM, UTO BCe JOCTATOYHO IIPUIINYHO.
TonbKO BOT IO MOUM HaOIOAeHUSIM 5 OYeHb moxyaena. KumorpaMMoB Ha msiTh, He MeHbIIe. f u Tak Oblyia
XPYIIKOM, a TeIephb Taaus Ka3aaach COJIOMEHHOM.

— YT0 ke, — HaOPAaBIINCH PEIIUTEILHOCTH, OIYCTHUIIA JIafOHb Ha PYYKYy OBEPH, TOJIBKO cefyac moHuMasi, B
KaKOM HalpsKeHUU HaXOo[aujach Bce BpeMs. Bce BEITISAENO0 Tak, OYATO 3a HeM XKIOeT KaKoM-To
HEIPUSATHHIN CIOPIPHU3, TOACTaBa... — Hu myxa, HU niepal

U Bce xKe MHe yOaJioCh MEPECUITUTL COMHEHUS U BHIUTU. KOpUAOp Ka3aJicsi MHE He 3HAKOMEBIM, HO PSIA0M
pacronaranach JIECTHUIIA, CIIyCTUBIINCEH Ha OOUH IIPOJIET BHU3, 1 YBUAela KaOuHeT Aekca. A 3To
3HAYMIIO, YTO MOS CIIaJIbHS pacliojiarajach Ha TpeThbeM 3Taxe. OTOeIbHO OT IMOKoeB Anekca U ChIOKH.

Ha mepBoM 3Taxke He MPHUIIIOCH TafiaTh, Kyaa UATH. ApoMaT IPUMaHUI CaM, ¥ BOT 5 y2Ke oKa3ajlach
HAIpPOTHUB 3allePTOM ABEPU C KPACUBHIM OPHAMEHTOM B BHAE IIBETHOTO BUTpaxa. He maBas cebe
BO3MOXKHOCTH IIepeyMaTh, TOJIKHYyJIa OBePhb BIEepel, U BUAY OTKPHUIACH IIMKapHas CTOJI0Basi: Oebi
PE3HOM CTOJI C I030JI0TOM, MHOXKECTBO 3epKaJl, OOMJINe IIBETOB U IPUATHEIX 3aI1aX0B.

— Pap Te0Ost BumeTh, PyOu, — IIOCIIBINIANCS TOJIOC AJleKCa, CUIEBIIero Bo rilaBe CTOMa.

Ha HeM Orvln HazmeTa YepHas pyOalllka, 3aKaTaHa OO0 JIOKTeH. B3risn HeBOJIbHO 3alleluiics 3a
BBIIMPAIOIINE BEHEI, B3hEPOIIIEHHBIE BOJIOCH W YCTAJIbIN BHEITHUH BUA. KUBHYB Ha CTYJI HAIIPOTUB,
MyK4YKMHa KOPOTKO OTpe3alt:



— Pap, uTo THI mpwuIia.

MHe OBIJIO HeYero cKal3aTh, s YyBCTBOBaia ce0si HEeJIOBKO MO IMTPUCTAJIbHBIM B3TISO0M MY XK4YuHBL. OH
IIPOCKaHUPOBAJl KaXKObI! y4acTOK MOero Tejla, 0c000 3amepKaBIIUCh Ha IeKOolIbTe U Tanuu. HepBHO
CTJIOTHYB, 51 TPUKAOHI ITOITpaBuila candeTKy Ha KOJeHsAX. PyKu Tak OpozKaiy, YTO cAejlaTh 3TO OBLIO KpaliHe
CJIOXKHO.

— Tebe oueHb UIET 9TO IJIaThe, — CHOBA Havaj Pa3roBop AJeKC, HO y MeHs He XBaTUJIO CMEJIOCTHU
IIPOPOHUTH U CJIOBa. B MoeM cOo3HaHUM 3ByYasl PEIK MOHCTPA, 10 TejTy MOUUIN 3HaKOMbIe Myparnku. C
KaXKIo¥ CeKyHIOM HaxX0XOeHUs HaeJUuHe X0TeJIoCh cOexkaTh Bce Ooblile U OOJIblIe.

— Bce, — ycTarno BHIITIOHYJ OH, HeOpeXXHO KMHYB BUJIKY C HOXKOM Ha Tapenky. CI0KUB PYKU Ha
nepenocuiie, Kpoydopn TsKeso 3afbIiai, IeTasch IPUBECTH ce0si B HOPMY, XOTsI 51 BOOOIIe He
IIPOHMMAIa, YTO C HUM mpoucxomuT. — & yctan, Py6u. 2Kuth Tak HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Hy Tak... He xKuBH, — POOKO IMopasia rojoc 5, a anbda CTPeIbHYI B MEHS BHUMATEJIbHBIM
IPUITYPEHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

— He Mory, — IpOXpUIIET OH, MEITASICh IEPEJATh MHE YTO-TO IJ1a3aMu. CMEICTI 3TOI0 TAHOTO IIOCIaHUs
TaK yragarth ¥ He yganock. — THI 3Ke 3Haelllb, 1 He Mory 0e3 Tebs.

[ToBucCa cTpaHHas may3a. [Io4eMy-To OT CI0B MY KYWHEI 110 TEJTy IIPOIIjia APoXkKb. BO3MOXKHO, BCe [eso B
TOM 0OPEeYEeHHOCTH, KOTOPAasi CKBO3MUJIa OT KaXKao¥M OYKBHI, IepeaaBasiChb MHE.

— W 4TO TOTHA fesaTh? — MEePBOM 3aroBOpHIIA 5. MHe TO-TIPeXXKHEeMY He YOaBaoCh MOHSITh, YTO 3a
CTPaHHYIO UTPY BedeT anbda U Kakasi pojib OTBeIEeHa B HEll MHe.

— EcTb TONBPKO OMH BapHaHT, — MOXKaJl IjiedaMu AeKC, OTKUALIBAsICh HAa COUHKY. YepHas pyOalika
HaTsSHYJIaChb Ha €T0 TPy, TYTOBUIIEI HOYTH OTOPBaiuchk. Kpoydopa cHoBa 3aMondar, 6yATo AecsTh pa3
momyMar, mpexye 4eM CKa3aTh cliefylollue cioBa: — HaM Hago HayduThCS XKUTh BMecTe. M, Kak HU
CTpaHHO, I TOTOB Ha TBOM yCJIOBUA. TakK BOT... Yero TH Xoyellb, Pyou?

Hemonro mymasi, s mpolenTaa:
— CB0OOMHI.
®DBIPKHYB, MyKYKWHa OTBEJI B3TJIAA K OKHY, OTYEKAHUB II0 CJIOTaM:

— IIpocu 4yero-to peanbHOTO.
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B3s1B KOHYMKAMU MTAJIbIIEB BUJIKY, 5 IOKPYTHUIIa OMJIET Ha CBOEM TapeJyike, BOPYT 0CO3HAB IPOCTYIO UCTUHY:
— Ecnu s uTo-TO mompoly y Tebsi, To mocie OyOy moXKHa.

— TonbKO JIUIIE XOPOIlee OTHOLIeHUEe, PyOu, — MOMEHTAIbHO CKa3aJjl OH, CBEPKHYB B3rsimoM. CTajo
TIOHSITHO, YTO K 3TOMY BOIIPOCY MYy K4YKWHa OBIJI TOTOB. — MHe BaXXHO, YTOOB MaTepPU MOEeTo OyayIlero
pebeHKa Ob1710 KOM(POPTHO B MOEM JIOME.

3agyMaBIIUCh, s yJIoBUIa Ajsi cebst cyrabblii M MpU3PavHbIN IIIaHC Ha CllaceHue... ECTeCTBEHHO, BEPUTH
Amnekcy 6ecIpeKoCIOBHO He coOuparsach, HO 6€3yMHO XOTeJIOCh BEIOUTHE IJis cebs YeloBeYeCKUe yCI0BUS
cymecTBoBaHus. Y BcTpeuy ¢ pogubsiMu! Ho ciepBa cjieqoBasio IpoIIynaTh IOYBY.

— 4 xouy, 4TOGH ¥ HAC He OBLIIO CeKCa, — MPHUIIYPUB T'JIa3a, I BHUMATENIbHO CIIequila 3a peakiiuel aibdhl,
HO TOT JIHIIIb KaK-TO CTPAHHO yILIOHYJICS, BEI3BAB BIIOJIHE 3aKOHOMEPHEIH BOIIPOC:

— YTo0?

— Ecnu OG5l g crieno cjenoBajl CBOUM XKeJlaHWAM, TO Tpaxasl Ovl Te0s BCIo HOub, — 00NIM3aB KagHo I'yOH,
Arnekc riny00KO BTSIHYJI BO3OYyX U 00peYeHHO BHIOOXHYII ero yepes3 3yorl. — U mpsamo ceiyac. Ha aTom
CTOIJ1e. 3aKI/IHYB TBOU CTpOfIHBIe HOXKKHU cebe Ha IIJIeYH.

HepBHO CrI0THYB, 5 IMoep3ajia Ha MecTe, YYBCTBYs ce0st HeKOMGMOPTHO MO MPHUCTAJIBHEIM B3TJISIIOM
4yepHbIX r1a3. OH He pa3meBan MeHs, HeT. OH yKe BUIEN T'OJION.

— Ho mokTop BpayH 3ampeTuin... — IIpoXpHUIlena s, paccMaTpuBas omneT. M Bce paBHO OIllyIllajia B3TIs[
Kpoydopzma, ckonb3smuii 1o rpyau, Tajauu, Liee...

— ¢ BeOb BOJIK, — II0XKAaJ IIJledyaMu MyX4YHWHa. — Ha Hac Bce 3axXuBaeT KakK Ha cobakax. Y TBou PaHHBI g
MOTY 3aJIEYUTh TaK XKe 6I:>ICTpO.

OO6cyKmaThk AaHHYIO TEMY MHE He XOTeJIOCh, @ BOT 00QyMaTh BCe BHIIIECKA3aHHOEe CTOuJIO0. Tak 4To,
AKTUBHO MTPUHSBIINCH 3aBTPaKaTh, T HEHAOOJTO OTI0XKKIIa Pa3roBop. Tapenka IOYTH OOycTejia —
HaApOYHUTO OTTATHUBAJIa OKOHYaHUE IIpHeMa IIUIIY, 3aCTaBlids AJlekca XK aaTh. [1og KOHel] OH He BhIOepIKall
¥ OIIIapallu MeHS BKOHEeIl:

— 3Haemb, OepeMeHHBIe CaMKH XOTSIT CBOETr'0 caMlla KakK BO BpeMs Te4Ku. HaBepHsIKa BOJIHYIOIIEE
3penuuie... { yxKe npenBKymamw!

[TomaBUBIIKCH, ST OTKAIISIACh U U3-IOI PECHUII TOCMOTpena Ha anbdy. Ero rmasa TeMHenu Bce 00JIbIle U
0oJIbllle, ABIXaHUE CTaJI0 HEIIPUBBIYHO YaCTHIM [JIs1 YeJIOBEKA, a JINLo 61eCTesio OT moTa.

— 4 He camKa, — CTPOT'0 CKa3ajla 4 IIO CJIoraM, 3aCTaBJidd 3THU IIPOCTEIE CJIOBA OTJIOZKUTECS B I'OJIOBE Y
MY2KYUHEI.

— 3T10 Y2XKe HEeBAaXKHO, — PAaJOCTHO YCMEXHYJICA OH, PAaCTAHYB FY6BI B YJ'II:)IGKe. — BYI[GT HEeBazXHO II0CJIe
3a4aTusd.

CnepBa mo MeHs He momnio. A motoM... OT yxKaca 3aKpyXKuiach rojoBa! BCKOYHB Ha HOYH, sI €IBa CMOTJIa
BHSITHO IIPOU3HECTHU:

— Te1 X04eIb CKa3aTh, YTO 5 TOXKE CTaHy MOHCTpoM?!
— O6GopoTHeM! — mpopwIYan OH, BCKAKHUBasi BCIIEM 3a MHOM.

— Ho... 51 He X04y... — I'J1a3a CTa¥ BJIaXXHLIMH, PYKH 3aTpscnuch. Onepiiuchk pykKaMu O CTOJ, S CIIy4aiHo
CTOJIKHYJIa CTOJIOBHIN TTPUOOP, OKA3aBIIIHUICS HOXKOM, KOTOPBIH JIETEJI OCTPHUEM MHe IPsSIMO B HOTY. Ho He
ycmejia s 0CO3HATh 3TOT (aKT, KaK BO3AyX BIMETHYJICS U CUIIYIT Ajlekca 0TOPOCHII €eT0 B CTOPOHY.

Anbda 6w11 Tak 65113K0. CTOSII MPSIMO HAITPOTUB MEHS U cMoTpeJl. IIpocTo paccMaTpuBar, 6yaTo BUAEN
BIIE€pPBEIE U OoJIblIe HHUKOI'Ia HE YBHUIOHUT. He YIIyCTUII HU OJIHOﬁ KJIETKH, 2KaJHO IIbITasiCh 3allIlOMHUTH
Kaxpgoe MrHoBeHue. C yero GBI 9TO?

— HUpewm, mokaxy Tebe Koe-4To, — Ka4HYB I'OJIOBOY ¥ PE3KO OYHYBIIKCH, OH IIUPOKUMHU IITaraMu
HaIpaBUJICS IPSIMO K OKHY. Ho Korga ImTopsl OB COBHHYTHL, OTKA3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO BEIXOO Ha BepaHOy, a
yepes Hee W Ha YIIUILY.

Kpoydopz criycTuncst BHU3, He o60paunBasich, OyATO 3HAs, YTO 5 3a HUM Iocyenyo. OCTaHOBUBIINCEH HA
IocjiefHeN CTyleHbKe, OH 3aMep, 0CMaTPHUBasCh.



— YTo TH BUAMIND, PyOKU? — CIPOCUJI OH MEHsI, 3aMepIIyI0 Ha Mapy CTYIeHEK BHIIIe.

— TeM3y, J1ecC, LLIHKapHBIfI T'a30H... — He IIOHKUMad, 9ero Xo4eT OT MEeHAd MY2K4YHWHa, 51 paCTepsdailacsh.
HpOXJ’IaHHLIfI BETEPOK 3aCTaBUJI ITIOE2XKUTHCA, 0OHSATH celst PYKaMu 4 II€PETANTEIBATECSA Ha OOHOM MeECTe.

MrHaoBeHHEe — 1 AJiekc nponai. BykBaibHO paCTBOPUJICS B BO3[yXe, a YKe Yepe3 CUNTaHHEIE CEeKyHIObI Ha
MOH IJIeYM yIail ninef. besnbiid, TeIIbli, IaXHyIIui BAHUIIbIO.

— HwukTo 13 Moux IpegKoB He CcO3[aBall 3Ty KpacoTy. MEL Te, KTO ee 3alluIlaeT, HoanepxKuBaeT. MHOTHe
¥ MHOTHE TOMBl, — PYKH AJleKca OCTaJIuCh Ha MOUX IIJiedax, IbIXaHue T'Pesio Ielo. ¢ He pemuiach
IIPOTHATH €ro, XKeJjlasi JOCIyIIaTh A0 KOHIA. Bech CErogHsAIMHNN NeHb OB/ KAKMM-TO ITyTalolle
UHTPUTYIOIUM. 11 MeHs He IIOKUAAI0 YYBCTBO, YTO MOXKHO BBhIZKATh KaKy0-TO 1061axkKy njs cebss. — Ham
MUp JKECTOK, HO 6ojiee YecTeH. 3aKOHHI IOHSITHEIE U AeliCTBEeHHBIE. LlapuT MopsaoK u crokoicTeue. M TH
MOZKEITh CTATh YaCThIO 3TOT'0 MUpA.

— YacTpio? — mpouiernTaa s, OIIyTUB, KaK PYKH MYyKYWHEI TPOOPaICh HOf Ijiel ¥ OOBUIIN TAJIHIO.
Cpenas mmIar Buepen, My>K4YKWHa CKaJl ITaJibIlbl, IIOTIHYB MeHs Ha ce0s.

— VIMeHHO, — PHIKHYJI OH Ha yX0, IOTEPIINCh, KOHYUKOM HOCA O MOU BOJIOCHEL. — YeM 60sibllle KOHTAKTa
MeXKIOy MHO#M U TOGO#... YeM GoJiblile MBI 3aHUMaeMCsi CEKCOM... TeMm OrICcTpee MPOu30UIeT TBOe
OKOHYATEJIbHOE TPEeBpalleHueE.

— Yrto?! — oT yKaca Imepeq riasaMu BHOBb mobeseno. Horu ctanmy BaTHBIMU U ITOOKOCHUITHCE. 4 OHI yItana
Ha nos1, Ho Kpoydopn nogxsaTun MeHsI, IOBepHYB K cebe. BmecTo Toro uTo6n fepkaTh 3a Taluio, OH
IJIOTHO CXKaJl Aroguusl. — OTOyCTH.

Ho Anexkc nuiib YCHUIIUII OaBJIEHHEe, OaBas IIOHATH, 9YTO «CBOE€» OH HE OTIIyCTHUT.
— B stom ogHU IIpeuMyIiieCcTBa, — HaCTauBaJl Ha CBOEM.
— HpOCTO IOCTaBbh MEHS Ha 3eMJII0! — OT4YeKaHUJIa IO CJIoraM, He KeJjlas CIbIIIaTh HU4ero nHoro.

— O6opotru He 6omeloT. IIpakTruecku. OueHs penko. He Tak, Kak ooy, — MOCIEITHO cKa3al oH, OynTo
HACHUJILHO IHITAsICh YOeOUTh MeHS B CBOel npaBoTe. Ho aTo He momoraro. [To-mpexxHeMy X0TeIoCh
OTCTPAHUTHCS M 3aKOHYUTDL 3TOT Pa3roBOp pa3 U HaBcerpma. — A erltle... Anbda He ctapeet, Pyou. A Takxke
€ero xkeHa, TOUHee KEeHEL.

— BeuHOCTB ¢ TOG0M? — (BIPKHYJIA 1 OT y’kKaca. — HeT yxk, yBosbTe!

Kpoydopa pe3ko mocTaBuil MeHSI Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ OTOIIENI B CTOPOHY, phlda, CJIOBHO 3Beph. PacTepeB pykaMu
JINIIO, OH IIBITAJICA COMTH OCKOMY, COPOCHUTH pasmpaxeHue. Ho, BUIUMO, HUYEro He BHIIIIIO.
Pa3BepHYBIIKUCH, OH YKa3all Ha MEeHs HajblieM, 3aCTaBJIsIs COeaTh Iar Ha3af. JIMI0 My KYUHBI CTaio
KPaCHBIM, TOIIJIO MSATHAMH, KJTBIKY TIEPEIHUX 3y00B cTanu 0ojiee YeM SBHBIMU, a Tjia3a YePHLIMU U
OJIECTAIIUMH.

— To1 — Haka3auwue, PyOu. He 3Hato, 4TO 51 cenas B 9TOM XKU3HMU He Tak, 4TO OOTY HaKa3ajlu MEeHS TaKOHu
UCTUHHOU. Bynb Mos Boisi, maBHO OBl yOous Tebs1, Ho... — OH o6opBas cebst Ha CII0Be, CJIOBHO 00sCh
IIPOTOBOPUTHLCH, HO S YK€ U TakK 3Hajla BCe, UTO IEITAETCS CKPHITh 3TOT MyXK4YUHa:

— ...Ho T8I TOKE ymMpermns, Tak, Ayiekc?! — CI0KUB PYKH Ha TPYQH, ST HOMBITATIACh YCIIOKOUTHCS U 3aPa3uTh
9TUM CIIOKOMCTBUEM MYKUYHHY. FICHO OBIJIO OOHO: Haf0 BEIOUTDH XOTh KaKue-TO OOHYCH s cebsi, ToKa
anbda B HaCTpoeHuu. — TakK YTO JaBall pelaTh MPoOIeMbl 0 CyIlecTBY. HauHeM C caMbIX MEJIKUX.

— HaHpHMep? — (bBIpKHYJ'I OH, OBIIIA TaK TsA2XKeJI0, YTO U3 I'PyAU CHOBA M CHOBA BEIPBIBAJICSA PBIK.

— Hanpumep, Mos ofieXfa, — IMOKYTUBIIUCH IIepel My>KYMHOM, s1 Y4eTKO ITporoBopusiia: — Ee Kymnuia TBOs
XKeHa. [Jaxke TpPycCH U MUGYUK MHe IIOKyHnaeT TBOog XkeHa! OHa npuaymasa gu3alH KOMHATHL, B KOTOPOU g
crtio. Jlazke BaHHYIO — M TO CIIPOEKTHPOBajia oHa. ChIOKHY PSIIOM KaXXKObIM rpebaHblii MOMEHT MOeH
x&ku3HU. CHOBA ¥ CHOBA HAallOMUHAET, KTO S TyT!

CnepBa Anekca 6yOTO pa303yIuiIo Moe BeICKa3biBaHue. Eme 6b1! O6upmesna ropsdo J00uMYyI0 Cynpyry... A
3aTeM OH XUTPO COIIYPUII TJla3a, eXUOHO YIILIOHYBIINCE.

— 91 mam TebGe BO3MOXKHOCTE CHEJIATh BCe TaK, KaK THI Xouelllb. Y maxke cbe3gUTh 110 MarasuHaM, — OH
3aMoJiT49al, BeIKUAas nay3y. I1o ClirHe MpOoILIu MypalllKy, CTano He Mo cebe. IBHO 3TOT MOHCTP XOTeN
4ero-To B3aMeH. — Ho 3a 3TO THI mOMOeNnIb CO MHOM Ha IIPUEM B Ka4eCTBE MOeU KEHHI.

— XKennl? Bed mpecca B Kypce, UTO TBOS IepBast U eqUHCTBeHHAas xkeHa — Crioku Kpoydopn! He momHio,
4TOOBI B AHTJIMU JIeTaIu30Baii MHOTOXKEHCTBO. MTu Th KaKOU-TO apabCKuii meix?! — IICuxXaHyB, s ceja B
KpecIo-KadaJKy, OTBEePHYBIINUCH U 3arIsIAEBIINCE Ha Jec. TOIbKO OH yCIIOKauBal MeHS 0T y4aCTH CTaTh
IIOCMEIINIIEM.



— 3TO IIpueM TOJIBKO OJId YBaXKa€MBIX YJIEHOB CTaH. He 6omnee OEeCsATH YeJIOBEK, — «YCIIOKOMJI» MEHS
MYy2K4YHHa, HO TyYT 2K€ 3aKalllJIsAJICsA, UCIIPaBUBIINCH: — 4 cumTana TOIBKO MYX4YHUH.

— Brinmu 681 TYyT GEMUHUCTKHU... — TIPOMLIENITaja 51 cebe mox Hoc, HO AJIEKCY HUYEro He OTBETHUIIaA.

— 3aKpBITOE MEPOIIPHUSITHE, Ha KOTOPOM MBI 3aJIepKUMCS He Goree AByX dacoB. H... CbIOKH TaM He
OymeT, — moGaBuI AlIeKC, 3aCTaBJIss B3TISHYTh Ha HEr0 U3-I0[ PeCHUII.

MyX4YHWHa CTOSJI IIPSIMO, BHITJISIEN 6ojlee-MeHee CIIOKOWHO, TOBOPUII BHSITHO ¥ KaK BCerga HEMHOTO
CHUCXOUTENBHO. M MyCTh 3TOTO OH HEe MOKa3kIBaJl, s 3Hajla — 3TOT IIPUEM [IJid HETO IOYEMY-TO OUYeHb
BaXkeH. A TOUHee BaXXHO, YTOOLI Ha HeM Obl/Ia s B KaueCcTBe OyOyIllero mpomoszxKaTess poaa.

U mycThb 9TO GBI CAaMbIN BEJTUKUM ITO30P B MOEH KU3HU, U MYCTh 5 JIy4YIle Ionany B af, YeM Ha IIPUEM C
TaKMMU XKe MOHCTPaMU U UX COTHel XkeH... Ho Torma B ronoBe MeNbKHYyJa CTPaHHAas, IparMaTuyHas unes:
TIOBEPHYTH BCE B CBOIO CTOPOHY. [T¥D BO BpEMS YyMHI.

— 41 X049y MUYHBIM COTOBEIM, — BEIIBUHYJIA S CBOE YCJIOBHE, HA YTO AJIEKC IIPUIIOMHSI OOHY OPOBBL, HO BCe
Ke KUBHYJI. — A TaKXKe OCTaThCS B TOM CITajbHe, Te XXUBY cerldac.

— Hgper.

— A eme, — npuKycusB ry0y, s OT IEpeXKUBAaHUM CXKaJla HaabllaMu IJIaThe U HAIPSATJIach, CIOBHO
OCHHOBBIM KOJI. — HUKaKoro cekca.

— Ecnu caMa He IOIPOCHIlb, OPOTasi, — IIOOMUTHYJI MHE MY2KUYMHA, CTPAHHO KOCSCh. TOJIBKO II03XKe, yXKe
yepes3 CYTKH, 5 MOHsJIa, B YeM TYT OB mogBoX. Ho Torfa maxe MpPeAmnoioRUTh He MOTJIa, KakK [aieko
Kpoydopz 3alimeT B CBoel IXKU.

— A eme... Xouy BCTpe4H C PONHBIMHU, — KaK MOXKHO Oe3pa3nuyHel npobopMoTana, 0XKUfasi ouepesHoro
coryacusi. Ho Tyt Kpoydopn 3atux. — Yto? [Touemy Momuuiis? 4 Begb MOTY HUKYOA HE ITOUTH...

— He unu, HO TOrga coBepllleHHO HUYETro He MOJIy4YUIlh, — IIPOIleAusl OH CKBO3b 3yOBHl, I102KaB IJledaMu. —
HWpeM, TyT CIUIIIKOM XOPOLIIO.

Mer 3amty B cTOI0BYIO, rae Kpoydopa 65ICTpo monpoIancs, a 1 He PeIIniach HaCTOSITh Ha BCTPEUE C
ponuabiMU. [ToueMy My>k4unHa Tak 60s1Cs, 4TO g yBUXKY Kitapy m 6a0ymky? Yem OHM MOTIA eMy
IoMeIaTh? DTO Belb MHe CTOUT OOSITHCS €ro SIPOCTU B OTHOIIEHUM UX...

OT BOIIPOCOB 6€3 0TBETOB pa3phiBajiach rojioBa. M TeM He MeHee MeHs He MOKKUAala PagocTh, YTO
HeOOJIbIIHe TPEeUMYINeCcTBa a1t ce6sT MHe BEIUTPATh yIaiocCh.

— HpOCTI/ITe, — OKJIMKHYJIa ME€HS Kenmnu, 3actaBnsass BMUr OYHYTBCSA U IIepeBeCTu paC(bOKYCHpOBaHHLIﬁ
B3I Ha Hee. — EcCu BB TOJIOOHEL, S CKaXy IIOBapy IIPUTOTOBUTE €III€...

— Her, a1 YXKe BCe, — OCTaBHUB BUJIKY B IIOKO€, 4 BCTaJla C MeCTa, IT'OTOBasa BEPHYTHCA K cebe, HO OEeBYyIIKa
CHOBa I10Oajia Irojioc:

— Anbda pacnopsaguicss oxpaHe OTBE3TU BaC B TOPIOBHIM IIEHTP, OCTaBUII KPEOUTKY U COTOBHIM. PoMaH,
HavaJabHUK CJIy2KOHI Balllel MepCOHATbHOM OXpaHbl, OTACT BaM BCe B PyKu. Yepe3 CKOJIBKO
pacmopsimUTHECS MONAaTh MAIIMHY? — OEBYIIKA yILIOHYIach ¥ 3aMOJT4aa, a s HACTOJILKO pacTepsiiach, YTO
He cpa3y Hala OTBeT.

B ronose He yknageiBanocs! 4 emy B ropog! Ila eime u cama... [Ipeirats X0TEIOCH OT CYACThS, YTO [apy
YacoM MHE y[IacTCs MOOBITh BHE TSI2KEJION 9HEPTeTUKH 3TOT0 AoMa. BHe MOCTOSTHHOTO MPUCYTCTBUSA CHIOKHU
B KaXX[ou meTasnu, BHe THeTa Kpoydopmaa. IToutu cama mmo cebe. Kak u panbime!

— Muccuc? — npoTsinyna Kennu, s TyT 2Ke BOCKJIMKHYIa:
— Hecsats MuHyT!

T'oBops o cBoGOAE, I, KOHEYHO, OYEHD ITpeyBeInYuBasa. MeHs COOPOBOXKMIAJIO MATHAAATE OXPAHHUKOB.
Tpoe cupgenu B Moel MalnHe, OPyrue pacCenuch 1o cBOOOIHEIM YepHBIM «MepcenecaM». [laxke Ha gopore
MOM AKUII 3aKPBIBAJIM OT APYTUX MalIMH TakK, YTO PACCMOTPETh HAaCc HUKTO He MOT.

B coToBOM OBIIIO HECKOIBKO HOMEPOB: Anekc, Chioku 1 Poman. ITocnenauii, COGCTBEHHO, BCIO [IOPOTY
pacckas3biBajl MHe ITpaBuia 0e30IacHOCTH B OOIIECTBEHHBIX MECTaX. ByATO S KaKOH-TO IPEe3UmeHT, ei-
oory!

U emie mapiipyT s cama BeIOpaTh He Moriia. Kpoydopn yke pacnopsimuics cHadalla IPUBE3TH MeHS 3a
TIOKYIKaMM B CaMbIM JOPOTOM TOPTOBHIN IIEHTP HAIIEW CTPaHH, TAe OOHU JISIMKHU s Truda CTOUIN KaK MOS
3apniata. CoBepIinaTh DOKYIKHM TaM ObIIIO0 KaK MUHUMYM KOITYHCTBOM! A 1mociie, Kak ¥ OKHUOAJIOCh,
IIpencTosiia BCTpeda C OU3aiHepoM B moMe OHITa.



— IMoyeMy HUKTO U3 BaC HE CMOTPUT MHE B I'Jla3a? — IOA KOHEI] TOe3[IKU BCIIyX CIPOCHUJIa S, YCTaB OT
TOT0, KaK BCe BOKPYT OEeJaioT BUI, YTO MEHS HET.

Ho orBetun nmuue Poman. Bugumo, emy ogHOMY BeJIeHO OBIJIO CO MHOM Pa3roBapHUBaTh.
— OTO BBHI3OB anb(be U IIPSAMO€ HeyBaXEeHUue — Pa3riadgblBaHUEe €T0 2KEHHI.

— Kaxk ke BB MEHS TOTIa OXPaHATh COOMPAETECh... — YCMEXHYJIacCh I, BOCHPUHUMAS BCIO 9Ty «3aLIUTY»
MIPUXOTHIO OYepemHoro pasdbanoBaHnHOro 6orada. KTo Ob 3HA, YeM 3aKOHUYHUTCS ITOXO[ 3a HOBBIMH
BeIllaMH...

MeHsT BOCIIUTHIBAJIU B CEMbE, T'Tle KaXKI0M KOoIleiKe ObIJI0 CBOe MECTO U ¥ KaxKI0o¥ Belu Obljia CBOS IeHa.
Hert, MuI He ObUIH OeOHSIKAMHU, XOTSI M OOoradaMH HAcC CJIOXKHO OBLJIO Ha3BaTh. MaMa 5KOHOMMJIIA TaK, YTO MBI
C CeCcTpOoi YyBCTBOBAJIM Ce0sT CAaMBbIMU HACTOSIIUMHU IIPUHIIECCAMU, UMEBIIUMHU BCE [JISI CYACTBS.

Korga B TOProBOM II@HTPE S 3allljla B IePBLIM MMOMaBIIHUICS Mara3uH U YBUAEJA, YTO CaMbie OOBIYHEIEe
TAmOYKM CTOST CBEHIIIE CTa (GYHTOB CTEPJIMHTOB... €[lBa He yMepJsia Ha MecTe. [laxke Oyab 9TO MOU YECTHO
3apaboTaHHbBIE IeHbI'H, 5 eIlle He JIUIIUIACh yMa.

— TYT €CTh HOPpMaJIbHEIE Mara3uHbI? — CIIpoCHIJIa A Pomana, ornsapgeiBast 0eCKOHEYHBIe HEOHOBEIE
BEIBECKH.

— Muccuc CpiOKY IPEOIIOYUTAET 3TOT P, — OXPAHHUK KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY MarasmHoB «['yuau», «JIlyu
ButTon» u «bajeHcuara».

3aKaTuB riasa, g npourunesna cebe mom HOC:
— SlcHeHBKO.

Bce 9TO BHIT/ISIIEsIO KaK KBECT: HAUTH MPUIUYHOE MeCTO, TAe MOXKHO II0 HOPMalabHOU 1IeHe KYIIUTh
KauyeCTBEHHYIO ofexay. be3 uanuiiek, TOMbKO caMoe HeoOxommuMoe. 3Hat0, TAKOTO He MOXKET OBITh, HO
«MOsI» ofiekaa OyKBaJIbHO BOHSIJIA XKEHOH anbQHhl.

O, sBpuka! MHe Taku ymanock! Ha camoM mmociegHeM 3TaxKe, B caMOM KOHIle 3gaHUs, IIPSIMO 3a TyaJleToM
HaAXOOHUJICS CaMBIi afileKBaTHHIN OyTuK. Ha CTO mOIapoB yoanochk KynuTh napy GpyTO0IOK, IXKUHCHI,
JIETUHCHI, YHUBEPCAJIbHOE YePHOe MJIaThe M JOMalIHUN KOCTIOM. A TakKe MHe, KaK «II04eTHOMY» I'OCTIO,
mogapuiu TyQau Ha IIMUIIbKE ¥ JOMAallTHUEe TallOYKH.

— Kypa paneine? — cnoBHO po6oT, cripocuni PomaH, mnpuHUMas IOKYIIKU.

— B mowm OnITa, — moXKasa s IjledyaMu, pafaysich. YBepeHa, y3HaB CTOMMOCTh MOe# ofekabl, ChbIOKM yMpPeT
ot 31ocTu! Kak 9T0 Tak, cobadyKa ofieTa He I10 BKYCY XO3SIHKU?

— To ecTh C IOKyIIKaMu BCce? — He IIOBEPUJI MOUM CJIOBaM MY2K4YMHA, PE3KO OCTAaHOBUBIINCH. — HO BH
Benb... Hurpe eme He Obutu... d mymanm, 4To...

— YTo0 3aCcTpsTHEM TYT [I0 BeYepa? — YCMEXHYJIach s, HIOOMUTHYB Myxk4nHe. C IOMOPOM, HO TOT
MIOMEPXHYJICS. [IpUIIIOCE BCIOMHUThD, YTO B MOUOTCKOM MHPe 000POTHEH 3TO pacleHUBATLCS YyTh JIU HE
Kak cekc. — Kopoue rosops, s Bce. MHe GoJbllle HU4YeTro He HYy>KHO, MOXKeM eXaTb. XOTH...

Ha rira3a momarsncs Mara3uH HUXKHero 6einbs. EcTecTBeHHO, HUUETOo BEI3BIBAIOIIIETO U CO6J'Ia3HHIOU.Iel"O
IIOKYIIaTh U MBICJIN HE OBIIO, HO TPYCEHI, KyIIJIEHHEIE CbIOKM, TOXKE HOCUTH HUKaAKOM PagocCTH.

— IMopmoXxknam cHapyKu, — CKPOMHO TIOITpocuia 1 PoMaHa, CTECHSISCh IPU HEM Pa3roBapuBaTh C
KOHCYJIbTAHTOM.

— Henb3st, — mokauas rojoBoi MyK4KHA, BTOPS KaXI0My MOeMYy IIary.

— To ecTh B ry1a3a MHe CMOTPETD HE/Ib35, a Ha I'oJIoe TeJI0 MOXKHO? — (PBIPKHYJIA, IPOCIEeNUB 3a TeM, KakK
Tellepb IOKPACHEJ 300poBEIY ambarn. OTBens B3TJIAL K IOy, OH OTYEKaHUIT:

— Byny Xnats Ha BXofe.
IleByIIKa-KOHCYJIbTAHT mofgobpana MHe KaK MOXKHO OO0JIbIlle CaMbIX IIPOCTHIX MOfeNIen.

— V¥ Bac He COPOK YETBEPTHIN pa3Mep, — IIoKayasa roJIOBOH IponaBell, IPOCIeOuB 3a TeM, KaK TKaHb
OyKBaJIbHO CKAQTHIBAETCS IO MHE K HOTaM. — [TOJTHBEIM COPOK BTOPOM. ITomoKaquTe HEMHOTO, cerldac
nogbepy Apyrue Momesu. Y BaCc HECTAaHOAPTHEIE ITPOMIOPIIHMN: MaJIEHbKUN pa3Mep U IPyOb TPETHETO
pa3mepa. [IpumeTcs: MOO0XKOaTh.

U s xpana, IOMYyTHO pas3risabiBas cebs B 3epkano. Ha MeHsI cMOTpes 00BEeTIIATIE CKEJIET, OTHAJIEHHO
HanoMuHawIwmi Ty Pyou BoTTep, KOTOPYIO g KOrpga-To 3Hana. [IoMHI0, OMHOKITaCCHUKY APa3HUIIN MEHS



M3-3a TMyXJIBIX IleYeK... Termepbk OHU OBLIN BIIAJIBIMU, OCTPO BHIOEJISIIMCEH CKYJTbl. HOTHM Ka3ajuch CIIUIITKOM
XyOBIMH, KaK [IBE MaJIK’, Hajl ’KUBOTOM SIBHO IIPOPHCOBHIBAIKUCH pedpa...

— IIpoctute, BaM He HYKEH KOHCYIbTAHT? — IIOCJIBIIIAJICS 3HAKOMBIN TOJI0C, OTOPBAB MEHS OT
BHYTpPEHHUX guanioros. Cepaile 3acTydano OBICTpee, Ha OyIIe CTAJI0 TaK 3HAKOMO TEIIIO, TEJIO 3agp0Kalio
OT CYaCThsI ¥ IPEOBKYyIIeHuss. — 51 000IIIa y?Xe BeCh TOPTOBHIN I[EHTP, HUKOMY He Hy2KHH paOOTHUKY Ha
mosnctaBKu. Ho s Bemp mory Bce! Kypnep, yoopiuiia, mogcoOHBH pabouni. ..

— Xodelb TUYHBIE KADMaHHEIE AeHbIU? — MOHUMAIOIle YTOYHNUIA AeBYIIKAa-KOHCYJIbTAHT, Ha YTO,
BUIOUMO, IIOJTy4Ynsla yBEPEeHHEIN KUBOK. M IToKa 1 CyOOpOXKHO HaTATUBana Ha cebst ogexXknay, oHa
moGaBua: — IIpocTu, MasbIll. ITO Bedgb OYTUK HUXKHETO 6eitbsi. TyT eCTh OTHEN AJIsI B3POCIIbIX. MBI HE
MOJK€eM B3STh HECOBEPIIIEHHOJIETHIOIO IE€BOYKY, JaXe eC/IU 0YeHb 3aX0TUM.

— OueHb XKaJlb, — B3[IOXHYJIa OHA, CAeJiaB IIapy IIaroB B CTOPOHY, YeM 3aCTaBUJIa MEHS YCKOPUTHCS.
— ITomoxmu, ocTaBmio Tebe HOMEP 3aKyCOYHOM MOero oTila. TaM TeOs TOYHO BO3bMYT!

BriGezxaB 13 MPUMEPOYHOH B ITOIy3aCTETHYTOM 0/Ty3e U HafeTHIMU IIIMBOPOT HABLIBOPOT IIITAHAMH, 51
yBHUpena HakoHell ee. Kimapy. CecTpa cTosJia y KacChl B TEMHOI IIIKOIbHOM (popMe, ee BOJIOCH OBLITH
3aTSHYTH B IUIOTHBIN XKTYT, TYORI CJIerKa MOAKpPAIIIeHbl aJiof ToMaAoH.

— Kiapa! — 3akpuy4arna s, nogferas K feBouke U 0OHMMAas ee TaK KPeIko, Kak TOIbKO Moria. M3 ria3
XJIBIHYJIM CJ1e3bl, Pa3aliich HEBHATHRIE PEIIAHUA. ¢ He xoTesa oTnyckarth ee. bombine Hukorga! Cama
cynbpba cBela Hac CHOBa. A 3TO 3HAUUJIO, YTO Jaxe BOJA anbde el He BracTHa! — Munas, s Tak ckydasnal
[To Tebe, 6abymke... Kak BB OblH Bce 3TO BpeMsa? YeMm 3anuManucek? I[locse Toi aBapuu... boxke, s egBa
He yMepJia OT cTpaxa 3a Tebsi. A ThI Ileyla 1 HeBpeauma! 9To Benb 9yno.

TonpKO BHIDOXHYB HAKOHEII, 5 [MOHJIA, YTO CECTpa MHe He oTBewaeT. OHa IIPOCTO 3aMepJiia, OKaMeHena,
Hampsriach. Bce B Mara3uHe CTPaHHO TapalllMIMCh Ha HAIIy MapoYKy, B YaCTHOCTHY Ha IIepPemyTraHHYyo
Knapy. 4 u cama caenana mar Ha3af, 3arjIsiobiBas B €e PACCTPOEHHEIE TJ1a3a.

— MHe Tak HeyOoOHO 3TOTO TOBOPUTH, — IMPOTSHYJIa OHA, Aejas IIar B CTOPOHY BeIxoma. — Ho B
0003HAaJINCh.

— YTo0? Kak Tl MOXKEIIb He Y3HAaTh CECTPY? — yXKaCHY/IAacCh 5, e[Ba COepKuUBasi HEPBHEIA cMex. YTo 3a
mryTka? K yemy atot abecypn?!

— ¥V MeHs HEeT CecTphl, MUCCUC, — MIPOTSIHYJIa OeBYIIKa, Bce OpICTpee Mpobupasich K BEIXOAYy. Bce ee
IIOBeJleHNe T'OBOPHUJIIO O TOM, UTO 5 ee YePTOBCKU Hamyrana. — I[Ipocture. MHe mopa...

— Knapa...

51 cMoTpena, Kak OHA YXOOUT... ByITO MyTHUK Ha €IWHCTBEHHBIN CYIIECTBYIOMWY B MUPE YIIIBIBAIOIITAHN
Kopabmb. Ta, Koro s mobusa 6onbllle XXKU3Hb... Ta, pagu KOTo AepzKajach U TEpPIesia BCe UCHHITaHus... Ta,
KTO OblJTa MOUM MasKOM... He mOMHMIa MeH4.

Kak Takoe MOxXeT OBITB?!

U Torpma MeHst yoapuio MOJIOTOM oco3HaHus — Anekc Kpoydoppa. On Brymmn eit! Y 6abyie HaBepHsKa.
HWMeHHO IT03TOMY OH TakK CUJIbHO OBII TPOTUB Halel BcTpeunu. Ho Temeps Bce BCKPHIIOCH. M Kaxpaas
KJIeTO4YKa MOEro Tejla HeHaBupaena Myxuuny. [Ipe3upana. XoTena ero My4uTeIbHON CMEPTH, KOTOpas
OymeT OJIUThCS Tomamu!

— Mruccuc, — OKIUKHYyJla MeHsI KOHCY/lIbTaHT, — He nepexxuBariTe. MBI Bce MHOTAa IyTaeM JIUIA...
ITpomomKuM IPUMEPKY?

— Her, s yxoXy, — riyxo mpoxpurmena s cebe 1Moy HOC, OBICTPBHIM IIAarOM HAIPaBASsICh K BhIXony. M Korma
MOSI HOT'a IIepecTyIuia IIopor, UMeHHO TOoTr'fa mpou3omio 3To. KabmHka, B KOTOPOM S BCero MUHYTY Has3all
IepeoneBaacs... B30pBasach.
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Hauanack naHuka. KoHCy/IbTaHTH], IOCETUTENH U pa3Hopaboyre KMHYIIUCH K BBIXOLY, COMBas Ha XOmy
BUTPHUHHI, CesT XaoC. [ POMKUY 3BYK OTJIYIINJI, IO TOJIOBE CJIOBHO MOJIOTOM yOapuJjio. f mIpUrHyiach, YBUIEB,
Kak PoMaH B yucJie mepBEIX OXPAaHHUKOB IBITAETCS TpobpaThcs B OyTuk. Ha nuiie ero 6BUT DUKUN MCIYT,
HellepegaBaeMbIl yKac.

W TyT s 4eTKO OCO3Haja: 3TO MOM IITaHC. BO3MOXKHO, eMUHCTBEHHHIN 3a BCIO XXM3HBL! BexxaTrs 6e3 orjIsaKu.

Ho... 3a MeHs oTBeYanu JIIOOM, V Ka’KA0T0 M3 KOTOPHIX OBININ XKEHBI, CyAs 10 KOIbIy. A 3HAYUT, U OETH.
Yrto Anekc choemaeT ¢ HUMU? ¢ He 3Haja ¥ AyMaTh He xoTena. brljla CIIUITKOM 371a Ha anb@y, YTO JTUIINIT
MEHS KU3HU.

MHe 651710 6€3yMHO XKajlb HE3HAKOMBIX MHE JIIOZEeH, He XOTeJIOCh UX MOACTaBiIsATh. HO OHM caMu BRIOMpau,
KOMY CJIyKUTb, TakK? OHU cCaMU IPUHSININ UTPY, TIe CTali CMOTPUTEISIMHU IIJIEHHOUW «XKeHbI». Y eCliu Y3HUK
xXoueT cOexkaTh, 3TO He ero BUHA.

Permtenue OEBITIO IIPUHSATO 3a CEeKyHOY. YnaB Ha CIINHY, 54 cOellajia BUL, 9TO YH_II/IGJ'Ia HOT'X U CKPHIJIACh I10[
CTEeHOOM C KyIllaJIbHUKaMH. l'[ponon3na II00 HUM K HpKOI;I BEIBECKE <<CJ'Iy}K66H08 IIoMelIneHne», BCeM
cepanueM HaaesaCh, 4YTO OBEPHh HE 3allepTa.

O, 4yno, MHe 110Be3J10!

JTta OblIa CHY}KGGHaH JIECTHHIIQ, IIyCTas U IIPOCTOPHAa. I'mapa B OT'POMHO€ OKHO, {1 IIOHfJIa, YTO BeOeT OHa
Ha 3a0HIOIO IIaPKOBKY, KOTOPad TOJIBKO IOJIsA pa60qu.

PapmocTtu Moeti He 6110 Tpenena! Bpocusimucek BHU3, 6eKajla o CTyneHbKaM TakK OBICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO
Moria. B kpoBu OymeBan agpeHanut! CekyHay Ha3ap st Obljia IO 0XPaHOM, a TEIIEPh CIIOKOHMHO cOerato!

Torpa B ronoBe TBopunack Hepa3bepuxa, MBICIM pa3beranuch. fd He gyMarlia, I04YeMy, eCJIM 3alacHOoM’
BBIXO[] OTKPHIT, BCe pabOTHUKY ABUHYINUCH K 00BIYHOMY. Beob OH mamblie.

U TyT IOOHSJICS CTPAaHHLIM BeTep. MHe 3TO OBUIO y2Ke 3HAaKOMO. 3aMepPeB, s1 OCTAHOBUJIACK,
MIPUCIYIIABIIKACE K OIyIIeHUusIM. M OHUM MeHs He moaBenu. MTHOBeHUe — U Ilepef Ila3aMu BO3HUK OIUH
M3 MYXXYWH, IPUKPEIIJIEHHEIX K MOEH OXpaHe CEeTOOHS.

— YepT, — mponenuia CKBO3b 3y0OrI, menas mar Haszan. OXpaHHUK BTOPUII KaXkI0My MOEMY Iary.

— JeliCTBUTEIBHO, — KaK-TO CTPAHHO IOAMUTHYI OH. TOIBKO ceyac {0 MeHS [OIIIO, YTO OH CIIOKOMHO
CMOTPHUT MHe B I'J1a3a. be3 kanimu cTecHeHus u ctpaxa. — Yept, ManeHbkas Py6u. Tebe 4uepTOBCKY He
TIOBE3IO0.

Ero rnmaza 6pUTH... CyMacHIeQIINMU. B HUX OBITM My4YeHUSI, UCTS3aHUs, THITKU. MOU, He ero. DTOT YeJI0BEK
HeHaBUOeI MeHs, HaCclaXKaalICs OXOTOM, MMUTAJICS MOUM ykacoM. OH MeJIeHHO HacTynaJs, 00Iu3kIBasiCh
OT c4YacThsi. EMy OBITM MPUSATHBI MOU CJIE3BI, MOJILOBI, MypAIlIKU Ha Tejie. [[oCcTaB IIIPUIl, OH HAPOYUTO
OOJITO KPYTHUJI TIEPEX MOMM HOCOM KPAaCHOM KMIOKOCTbHIO, TPOTSATUBAS KaXKA0e CJIOBO:

— 3Haems, 4TO 9T0? BepbeHna. Hu oguH BOJIK HEe yUyeT TBOETO 3amaxa. A TEHL... ThI Oy[ellb CTpafaTh,
yMUpaTh B OUKUX MydeHUsX. OTBETHII 3a Bce!

— Ho s Bemp HUYero He caesiana! — B3MOJHJIACH 51, BXKUMAasICh B CTeHY. Temeps MHE UCKPEHHE XOTEJIOChH,
4yT0OBI POMaH okasascs psgoM. Ho HaBepHsSIKa 9TOT MyKYHWHA BCe MPocYuTan. B3phiB, Mol mober uepes3
4epHHIY X0H... Beob He 3ps Tak TAHYJI BPEMS.

— Tet — HeT. Ho TH B OTBETE 3a CBOEro Myxa, Pyou! Y M1 o6ecrieunm eMy OUKYI0, MyYUTEIBHYIO, aICKYIO
cMepTh. OH OyIeT THUTH U3HYTPU MECSIIbI, KOPYUTHCS OT alCKUX MBIIIEYHEBIX CIIa3MOB, BUIETH, KaK BOJIK B
HeM yMupaeT. A yMpeT BOJIK — U 4YeJIOBEK CTaHEeT OBolleM! — IIPOU3HOCS 3TO, OXPAaHHUK BHITJIAOET
cuactnuBbIM. ET0 riasa cBeTusmce, Ha rybax Obuia yiasibka. PemuB BOCIOIb30BaThCS 3aMUHKOM, ST TYT XK€
cresasna Iacc B CTOPOHY, HO Oblya ImoiiMaHa 3a Ielo. Telepb KOHYUK UTJIBI yIUpancs B Koxy. CTouno MHe
crmenaTh Pe3KUM BOOX WU, He mai 60T, YMXHYTh, M OH IPOHUKHET B KOXKYy. — YepToBa mnutoxa! MHe He
TEPIIUTCSA CKPYTUTD Tebe IIer0 TyT, OPOCUTDh U OCTaBUTh. UTOOR anbda JTUYHO HAIIe]I TBoe Oe3ObIXaHHOe
teno! Ho... Y MeHs ecTh OpaThsi. 1 UM He TepnuUTCs pacnpoboBaTh TO, YTO TaK JIIOOUT B TeOe TBOM MYXK.

— l'[por.uy — IIOBTOpP#AJIa 4 CHOBa M CHOBa. Ho HuKTO He cnbitiani. HUKOro He OBIIO0 psanooM, CII0COOHOTO
IIOMOYb.

U TyT pa3pmancs BEICTPEJI, 9XOM Pa3JIETEBIINICS IO BCeMY IPOoIeTy. TOMbKO CIyCTsI MUHYTY, KOTfia
IIOXUTUTEIb 3aCTOHAJI, ST OCO3HAsIa, YTO eMy IIPOCTPEJIUIIN PYKY.

— YTo 3a xepHa?! Kak?! — 3apbeiyan OH, OTIsIABIBasiCch. — 4 3Hal0, 4TO 3TO ThI, PoMaH. He npsubcs. TBoio
BOHB S Y3HAIO U3 THICAYN!



— Ha meHs He peiicTByeT, BepbeHa, — IIOCIIHIIIANCS Tojioc PoMaHa, a s roToBa ObU1a paccMesaThes. Honras
YW My4UTEJIbHAsI CMEePTh II0C/ie U3HACUJIOBAHUS B MOU IIJIaHHI He Bxoxguiaa! — MEeHHO IT03TOMY S T'JIaBHBIN,
Camup.

MrHoBeHMEe — U Ha rojioBy CaMupa ymarsna 4To-TO TszKejioe. TOJIbKO IT033Ke {1 IIOHAJa, YTO 3TO caM PomaH.
3aBsa3arach gpaka, B Xome KOTOPOU MeHs 0TOPOCHUIO K cTeHe. TyT e IMOSBUIICS ellle OOUH OXPaHHUK U,
IIOMHTEPECOBABIINCH, KaK s, KHHYJICS Ha IToMOIlb PoMany.

U TyT BCe MPOU30III0 KaK B 3aMeJIeHHOM cheMKe: CaMup BHIPBaJI MUCTOJIET U3 PYK PoMaHa u BEICTEIUI B
HEe3HaKOMOT'0 MHe OXpaHHMKa, a PoMaH... BeIpBan cepane Camupy. Ilepen MouMu riasaMu jiexkalu OBOE:
MOJIOO¥ MapeHb, KOPUUBIITUHMCS OT 00K, ¥ MCTEKAIOMNK KPOBHIO MEDPTBHIN ITOXUTUTEITD.

— EMy HY2>KHa CKOpaH! — 3aKpu4ajla i, IIOAII0JI3ad K OXPAaHHUKY, IIBITAACh XOTh KaK-TO €My IIOMOYb. Ho
€OUHCTBEHHOE, YTO 4 3HaJla — HY2KHO OCTaHOBUTE KPOBOTEYEHHE.

— OTO0 cepebpsiHAs MyJIsi, MUCCUC, — C COXKaJIeHHueM IPOTAHyNI PoMaH, OyaTO 3TO HOIXKHO MHE O YeM-TO
TOBOPUTL. YIIaB yCTAJIO Ha KOJIEHU, OH HarHyJics K ImapHio. ToIbKO ceiyac s yBupena OedX Ha ero rpyou
«JIekc».

— W?! 9T0 3HAYUT, 4YTO MOXKHO JaTh eMy yMepeTh?! — s IoJyie3/1a B KapMaH 3a TenedoHOM, HO TaM ero He
O51710. BuguMo, 3a0biia B IPUMEPOYHOM. ..

[Tpo6opMoOTaB YTO-TO Ha HEMOHSITHOM MHE SI3bIKE, POMaH CMaxHyJI CKyIyIO CJIe3y ¥, CKDUBUBIINCH OT
0oy, IpuCTaBUII NUCTONET K BUCKY Jlekca. Illenyok — u oH 3aTux. He Ovlni0 O0JbIle BCXJIMIIOB U TPEMODA.

— 3aueM THI 3TO cOoenan? — 3aMepeB, d He 3HaJla, KaK pearupoBarThk. Yxac IIPOUCXOOAIIETr O JIOZKHUJICSA Ha
IIJIe4dH TSAXKKHUM I'DY30M, HAaKPBIBAsd BOJTHOM CTpaxa U y2Kaca. Tenepb s BUOena Bce. [laxe CMEPTh.

— CepebpsiHas myns yOuBaeT BOJIKa BHYTpH 000poTHS. [laxke ecnu Obl Teno JIekca cIiaciiu, OH OBl
HaBCerfa 0CTaJICs OBOIeM, — MOHOTOHHO OTYeKaHHUJI PoMaH, BCTaBasi Ha HOT'M U OTBOPAYHBASICh K
OoKHY. — ITepBoe mmpaBuiIo 060POTHS — HEe [aTh yMUPATh B MyKax.

TumnHa 6bl1a TAKOM TSAXKEJoM, OYATO I'YCTOM TyMaH, HalTUYKaHHBIN YTIIeKUCIBIM ra3oM. MHe HedeM OBIIo
OBIIIATH, JIETKUE KTJI0, OT PRIAaHMU CTaHOBUJIOCH IIJI0XO.

— Ko Ob1mu 3T Mogu? 3adeM 1 uM?! — crpocuna g Myk4uuHy. OH ITOIPOCUJT MEeHS BCTaTh, HO 5 HE
cMmora. Torma oH IPOCTO HATHYICS U IIOOHSIJI MEHS Ha PYKH, YHOCS Ha MapKOBKY [JIsi paOOTHUKOB.

— Bparu, — TonbKO ¥ OTBeTHI OH. Korma MbI OBIJTM Ha BTOPOM 3TaxKe, MTOOOCIENN APYyTue OXPaHHUKH,
KOTOPBIM 1OBe310 Gosbiie. [Togbexas AXKHUII, ¥ IpeXkae YeM ITOCAAuTh MeHs B Hero, PoMaH HeX0Ts
npobopMoTan: — Bel He AOMXKHEI BUHUTH BO BceM anbdy. OH mestaeT BCe, YTO MOXKET, [JIS Ballei
6e3omacHocTH. OOOPOTHM MOTYT OBITH TPYOBI, HO PAAY 3AIUTHEI CBOEH ITaphl OTHAAYT XKHU3Hb. CTPAIIHO
MIPefCcTaBUThb, YTO YYBCTBYET ceidac cap...

— EMy yxe 0omoxunu? — yguBUiach .
Korpa onu ycnenu? Bce Ipoucxomuiao Tak OBICTPO...
— 3auem? — youBuics PoMas, a 1, He nlofas BUAy, Toxasa njaedamu. — OH Bedb U TaK BCe YyBCTBYeT.

CeropHsIIHUY HeHb ObI OOTaT Ha OTKPHEITUSA. HampuMep, 51 y3Haa, YTO MOSI CeCcTpa MeHs He 3HaeT. UTo
Bparu Ajyiekca IOYTyT 3a YeCTh TPEeBPATUTh MOIO XKU3HB B afi. U, 4To camoe cTpaHHOe, AJIEKC YyBCTBOBAJI
MOH 3MOILIUH.

MarvrHa Hecsach 110 MarucTpany, B Hel Oblla TurHA. Bece ckopOenu. KaxKabiil 13 OXpaHHUKOB OYTHUIT
namsith JIekca, moueMy-To mobjarogapus Pomana. OHU KMBallu €My B 3HaK yBaxkeHus. Kak BOPYT MXKUII
CBEpHYJ Ha 0004YMHY, a CIIyCTsI MTHOBEHME K HaM CBEPHYJIO aBTO, eXaBIllee Ha BCTpedy. Tak GBICTPO, YTO
CBUCTEJIN IINHEL.

— KT0 5T0? — TONBKO U yCliesia IOMHTEPEeCOBAaTHLCA 51, a IIocJie yBUAena, Kak u3 aBTo BeuteTen Kpoydopz.

Ha HeM OBLITK TOJIPKO AOMAIIHUE IITAaHB U KaKUe-TO YepHBle TalKu. Teslo Ka3alochk MOKPHIM, Kak IIociie
Oylla, rja3a pacTepsiHHBIE U IIepenyraHHble. 3a MTHOBEHUEe OH OKa3aJICs OKOJIO MeHS U, OTKPHIB ABEDS,
BEITSHYI Ha ynuily. Ero pyku npuxuManu MeHs Tak KPelKo K ropssueMy Teny. Cepare Anekca 61II0Ch
HEeHOpMaJIbHO OBICTPO, TEJIO CTPAIIHO TPSCIIO, KaK BO BPEMs JIUXOopafKu. MHe OBIJIO CTPallHO CMOTPETHL Ha
MyX4uHYy. Kasanoce, 0OH ymMupaer.

— Boxe, PyOu, — IPOTSHYJ OH, KacasiCh HOCOM MOHX BOJIOC, 1reu. ETo magonu 611y pmanu 1o teiay, 6yaTo
OH XOTeJl YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO 3TO HEHUCTBUTEIILHO SI.

HaBepHoe, B TOT MOMEHT S BIIepBHIE YBUENA Pa3Iuune MeXIy YeIOBeKOM U BOJIKOM. OHO OBIJIO BECOMBIM.
Y Torma st 4yTh OOJIbIlIe ITOHSIIA 9TOT MUP. AJIeKC Ka3aJiCsi TaKUM CHUJIBHBIM M OIIaCHEIM 000POTHEM, a



MOKYIIIeHHe Ha UCTUHHYIO CHefana U3 Hero ciaaboro, 6€3BOJILHOTO, He CIIOCOOHOTO CHAcCTH. JTa Obla
CTpaHHasi, He MOOJaloascsa 00bICHEHUIO XUMHUsI. PeakIus ero Ha MeHsI. B TOT MOMEHT ST [eHCTBUTEILHO
IIOBEPHJIA, YTO, Aejasi MHe IIJIOX0, OH CTPafaeT caM.

i nonsina ux JIy4dllle, HO 9TO He 3HAYHUT, YTO IIPUHAJIIA.

Cupsa B KaMUHHOM 3aJjie C KPYKKOM TeIlJIoro KallyYuHO U 3aKyTaBIIKCE B IJIefl, 1 cTapajlach He oOpamaTh
BHMMAaHUS Ha TO, KaK CMOTPUT Ha MeHs Anekc Kpoydopa. He moprasi, 605iCb OTBEPHYTBCSI M OTOUTH. DTO
IIyTajyio MeHs, He JaBaji0 CIOKOWHO OBIIIATh.

— Pacckaxu MHe BCce, — XPHIINIO IIOIPOCHIIA 5, Pa3riIsigbiBas OrOHb. [[poBa B HEM MOHOTOHHO TpPEIIalH,
maBasi HEHAOJITO BEIIOXHYTh. A 3aTeM BOCIIOMMHAHUS OTJIVIIAIHN, S B3AparuBaja U CHOBa
OTBOpPAYMBaIacCh.

— YTo UMEHHO? — CIIYCTSA KaKoe-TO BpeMsl IPOTSHYI AJeKc.
— He 3acraBmnsiii MeHs CIIpaliuBaTh, — OYKBAJIbHO B3MOJIUIACH.
ITpousHoOCUTE OUYEeBUOHBIE BOIIPOCH Ka3ajlochk HazgpyrarenscTBOM. Hapn cectpoii. Hag mamsaTteio Jlekca.

— 41 He x0TeJ1, YTOGH TBOM POOHBIE XKUIK U CTPaaliv, I03TOMY BHYIIIHUII UM 3a0HITh O TBOEM
CyILIeCTBOBAaHWHU, — MIPOU3HECS 3TO, aibda 3amoirdan, 6yATo oXKuAas XOTh KAKOW-TO PeakI[uu Ha CBOU
CJIOBa, HO, KOTla ee He II0CJIeIoBaso, IIPONOJIKUI: — Telneph OHU KUBYT B IPECTUXKHOM palioHe, V HUX
ecThb 0oJiee YeM MPUIMYHOE COfiepzKaHue U BCe, UTO HYZKHO [AJIsI CYaCT/IMBOM XKuU3HU. 3aueM Kapa mormia
B 9TOT OyTHK, 5 He 3HAI0, HO B COBIIQ[IeHUs HE BEpIO.

— 3aueM OBIIO 3TO AenaTh? — IO IMIEeKe CKATUIACh CJIe3a, a KallyYWHO B Yalllke 3aTPSCCS, IPUIIIIOCH
IIOCTaBUTh €r'0 Ha CTOJIUK U CIPATATh PYKU IO ILIef.

— Temnepdb TH caMa ITIOHUMaeIb 3a4ueM, PyOou, — oO0pedyeHHO BLHIHOXHYB, AJIeKC 3aphij JIUII0 B PYKHA. —
Takue, kak CaMup, TomaMu IMPOSIBIISIOT ce0s KaK BepHBle paOOTHUKY, IyYIIUe U3 IydiuX. TOTbKO A
TOTO, YTOORI BOBpPEMs YOAPUTh. B HallleM ciiy4ae BXUBUThL 00MOy B TBou TenedoH. OH He MOT 3HATh
HaBepHSKA, YTO TH 3a0yOellb eTo B IPUMEPOYHOM. A 9TO 3HAYMUT, YTO BAPUAHTOB UCXOMa COOBITUHN Y HUX
011 MUJUTHOH. Y KO BCeM OHM OBIJIM TOTOBBI, — IIOMOJTYaB HEMHOTO, My2KYHWHA BEIPOBHSIJICS U, ITOJIXBATUB
Co cToJjia TyMOJIep BUCKHU, OCYIIIHII €0 OMHUM MaxoM. — ¢ ObI 0THas Bce, YTOOB He BIIYTHIBATh TEOS B 3TO,
HO yygec He ObiBaeT. TBOM POIHBIE IO 3aIIMTOM TOJIFKO TOTTa, KOTA He 3HAIOT U He BUMST Tebs. BoT u
BCe.

— To ects, — npoienTana s1 cebe Mo HOC, MOHOTOHHO IJISIOS B CTEHY, — eclu 51 Oyny BUIeThcsa ¢ Kmapoi,
€U TPO3UT OIIaCHOCTH?

— OmnpeneneHHo, — MOATBEPAUII MOU XyOIINE OTaCEeHUS MyXKUYUHA.

— Ho... 3a uTo?! 4 Begb HUYETrO He cOenana, Aekc. 3adeM TakoMy, Kak Camup, s1?! — rojoc cprlBajcs Ha
KpuK. { GosbIlle He 3HajIa, KOTO OOBUHSATH B CBouX Oemax. BunoBeH Obin Bech mup! CucTeMa, yCTPOH,
TMOPSAOKHU... BOT HacTosIas TIopbMa, a He KaKas-TO TaM ITofBajibHass KOMHaTa.

— Tel — xKeHa anbdrl. U He IPOCTO KTO-TO, @ UCTUHHAS, CIIOCOOHAS POOUTH HAaCIeTHUKA, — OTBETHUII
MyXK4YKHa, OyATO 9TO MOTJIO YTO-TO 3HAYUThL. Ho g NMHIb moXKaia [jie4yaMy, BhI3bIBas YOUBIIEHUE
MYXKYUHBI. — DTO Iepefen BjaacTu, Pyou. YeM cunbHee cTasi, TeM OONbIlle BIUSHUS OHA OKa3bIBaeT Ha
OpyTHe cTau, Ha MOPSOKY CTPaHbl, Ha MonuTuKy. CeromgHs, mocie cMepTu Jlekca, B GpOHE MOSABUIIaCh
oeipa. M Bce, KTO 3TOr0 XKOas, TUKYIOT.

— OTO yKacHO, — BCJIYX CKasaJlla TO, YTO OyMaJjia. BhITh B LIEHTPE Tiepefalia BlacTh ¥ TEPPUTOPUU MHE
TOYHO He XoTenochk! — Ho nmoyemy He TporaioT CrioKu? Bhl Bemb ¢ Hell BMecTe qaBHO. OHa BMeCcTe C TOOOH
BO BCEX HOBOCTSX U Ha 00JI0KKaX XKYypPHAaJIOB!

— Ona oObIuHEIH 060poTeHb. OgHa U3 MHOXKECTBA IIellleK, — II0KaJl IJIeYaMu MyXK4WHa, T Ha MeHs C
coxasyieHneM. — 4 He Xouy, YTOOBI TEI 605J1ach BEIXOOUTH Ha yauily. YToO® XXqaja sgga OT JIIo00ro 4YjieHa
ctau. He xouy, 4T0OBI 3aMBIKasiack B cebe. IMeHHO mo3ToMy s 3anupain Tebsi B moaBajie, moHuUMaelb? Tak
Ge30macHee BCEM BOKPYT.

— Besonacuee Tebe, — IOMpaBuia s, 3aKaTUB rila3a.

— Ho most 6e30macHOCTE — TBOST Oe30macHOCTh. He 3a0piBaif, — MOMEHTAJIbHO OTBETHJI MyXKYKWHA, CHOBA
HAIOJIHUB CBO¥ TymOJjiep. — ITa cynbba, KOTOPYIO s1 He BEIOMpaIl.

B KoMHaTe BO3HMKIA TUIIMHA. f YyBCTBOBAJIa yCTaIOCTh AjieKCa, ero OnyCTOLIEeHHOCThb. OH OyATO
HEHAM0/IT0 OMYCTUI OPOHIO, TTO3BOJISISI IPOHUKHYTH YyTh TTy0Ke, YBUAETH 00JIb B €r0 Tjla3aX u3-3a CMEePTH
paHeHOoro 4jeHa 0O0JIbIION CEMbY, YBUAETh TO OpeMsi, KOTOPOe yIaao Ha IJIeYr MYyKYUHEBI, KOTOPBIN TOXKeE,
BO3MOXKHO, 9TOT'0 He XOTeJl.



U mycth MacmTabel OTBETCTBEHHOCTH AjleKca OblIiM HEOOBSITHEI, B YEM-TO 5T BUAesa B HeM cebs. i He
BRIOMpPAia CTaTh B3POCJION IIOCIIe CMEePTH pomuTenei. 51 He BeIOMpaa cogepzxkaTh 0a0ymo u cectpy. U
II0Ka OHU HACJIaXKOaJIuCh KU3Hb, IIPOBOIS BpeMs HOCTOMHO, BIIaXyUBaia Ha HECKOIbKO paborax. [ToTomy
4TO TakK OBIJIO HYXKHO.

«9T0 cymbba, KOTOPYI0 HUKTO He BRIOMpAs», — CKa3as AJIeKC.
B mBepb mocTy4dany, Mocjie 4ero B 3aJ Bouia Keru.

— IIpocTtute, — IPUBETCTBEHHO KUBHYB, CKa3ajla OHa Po6ko. — Bce cobpanmuch mOYTUTEL MaMsTh JIeKca.
Bac xpaTth, anbda?

— 4 He ocTaBIO XKEeHYy OOHY, — KOPOTKO OTpé3aJl MyK4YHHa, X0Td OJaXe g IIOHKMaJlla, 4YTO 3TO
HeIIPaBUJIBHO.

— Xopoiro, — moHUMaloIle KUBHYJIa IeBYIlIKa, — Bce Tak u myMasnu. 300POBbsI BaM, MUCCHC.
I[IeByIIKa yxKe IOTSHYJaCh K Py4YKe OBEPH, KOTHa ST PE3K0 BOCKIUKHYIA:
— Croit! Anekc nougeT, IOTOMY YTO... I IIOUAY BMeCTe C HUM.

U omsATh Ke, 3TO peluieHue He Ob1710 MouM. Ho 0HO OBIIIO mpaBUIbHBIM. He MOT'y cKa3aTh, YTO 3a 9TOT OEeHb
YTO-TO U3MEHUJIOCH B MOMX B3TJISIAaX, HO BHYTPHU UTO-TO HAQJIOMHUIIOCh.

Oxkasasochk, B loMe ajabQrl OBITIA ellle OgHa CTOJIOBAs, IpeqHa3HauYeHHas s OobIux cOopoB. Kemnu
BMeCTe C IIOBAapHUXO¥ HAaKPHIIM TaM OT'POMHEIM CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM HarpPOMO3TIHUIN BHYIITUTEILHOE
KOJIMYECTBO aJIKOT0JIs U JIeTKKe 3aKyCKu. CTeKila U OKHA OLUIH 3aBelllaHbl YePHBIMHU TPSIIIKaMM, KOMHATY
OCBelIla/Ix JTUIIb HACTOSIMe CBeun. EToBEIe BETKM CTOSI/IM B MaJIeHBKUX Ba3aX, YKpallleHHEIe BepOeHOH 1
YEePHEIMH JIEHTaMH.

— V¥ Hac ocoObIl pUTyas IpollaHus C YCOUIIUMY, — IelIHyI MHe Ha yX0 AJleKC, KOrfa MbI TOJIbKO BOIIIN
BHYTpb. BEINla B ero rojoce HeKass HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh, OyITO MyK4YMHa BOJIHOBAJICS 0 Moel peaknuu. Ho s
ObLIa U3 TEeX, KTO CIIOKOMHO BOCIIPUHUMAET BEPY OPYTUX JIIOHel.

KT0-TO U3 MyX4YMH 3aMeTHuJI aiby IePBHIM U MTOTHSJICS Ha HOTH, IIPUBETCTBYS €T0 OMYyIIeHHOUN TOJIOBOM.
OcrtansHble mogxBaTwiId. K CBOMM MecTaM BO TJiaBe CTOJIa MBI IUTM B TJIyOOKOM THUIIMHE, @ aTMochepa
BOKPYT BBI3BIBAjIa MYPAIIKH.

— MoxeTe caguThCsi, — CKOMaHmoBan Kpoydopa, KaK TOIBKO MBI IPHUCEITH.

Ha uTo s1 o6paTuiia BHUMaHKUeE, TaK 9TO Ha TO, YTO AaxKe IIPUCIyra cumesna BMecTe ¢ HaMu. HukTo Gosnbiie
He mporubancs mop aabdy, Bce ObITM Ha paBHBIX. KaXKaplii caM HanmuBaa ce6e TOT alKorojb, KOTOPHIH
xoTen. OueHb OPOCAIOCH B TJIa3a, YTO MYXKbs YXaXKWBAIOT 3a CBOUMHU K€HaMH, PEBHOCTHO NPUKPLIBAST UX
OoT gpyrux o0opoTHel. Bo3me HEKOTOPHIX BOJIKOB CUIEJIO ITI0 HECKOJILKO KEHINH. M nmuirk aBe OBININ B
CTOPOHKE, B MOJTHOM ofnuHouecTBe. OgHa O6/T0OHOWHKA, Apyras OproHeTKa. 3aMOTAaHHBIE B YEPHBIE IIIaJTH,
OHHY T'POMKO IIJIaKaJji¥, He MTBITasiCh CKPHEIBATh CBOETO TOPS.

— 9to0 xkeuwl Camupa u Jlekca. O6e OHU M3 HaIllel CTau, — IMIEIHYI Ha yX0 AJIeKC, IIPOCIeOUB 3a MOUM
B3rnsagoM. — 2Kena CaMupa He 3Hajla, YTO OH IIpefaTesib. [1Jig Hee 3TO OIBOMHOE Tope.

«TpoiiHOoe», — mogyMasa s Ipo cebsi, HO TAKTUYHO IIpoMOoiiyasa. Begb MeHHO OH OoKa3ascs yOuiIien u
CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJI BCE, YTO IMPOMUIOIIIO CEeTONHSI B TOPTOBOM II€HTpE.

— BrimbeM ke 3a oyury Jlekca, — mOOHSB CBOU 6okan Hal CTOJIOM, TDOMKO BOCKJIIMKHYJI MY2K4YWHA, OPyTrue
2Ke IIPUHAJINCH IIOCTEIIEHHO IIoAOeP2KUBATh €I0, BEIKPHUKHUBASA «3a Jlekca».

— B03MO0KHO, — OCTOPOZKHO Tofas roinoc PomaH, 4eM BbI3Basl pa3gpaxkeHue Kpoydoppa, — MHUCCHUC XOUET
CKasaTh I1apy CIOB.

— Omna ouyeHb ciaba, Poman. He cTouT ee 3acTaBisiTh, — OTpe3a AleKC, U BCe BOKPYT OBIJIM C HUM
cornacHbl. Cyns mo BceMy, CMeNoCcTh PoMaHa BBI3bIBajla y MIPUCYTCTBYIOIINUX YOUBIIEHNE, CMeIlIaHHOe C
pasppakeHueM. Kak 1mocMesr oH IIOIIPOCUTD YETO-TO V «ZKEHBI» alb(El, [a elle U IIepeRuBIIeHn
MIOKyIlIeHue?

Ho s G6vlyta ¢ HUMU He corjiacHa. Benpb s-To Imepexuia. B oTtnuuue ot Opyrux.

HaGpaBmrch cMenocTH, s pe3Ko BcTalla Ha HOTH, He faBas cebe BO3MOXKHOCTHU IlepenyMaTs. Hapony
BOKPYT OBIIIO HE MeHee MATUAECSITH YeJI0BEK, U BCe BOKPYT YCTABUJIMCh HA MEHS C MOBHIIIIEHHBIM
“HTEepecoM. MHoOTHe U3 HUX BUIEJIN UCTUHHYIO alnb(bl BIIEPBHIE.

Ho, rmaBHOe, 4TO MEHSI BUAEIH KEHBI MyKYHH, KOTOPBIX MBI CETOIHsI moTepsiiu. UMeHHO g0 ux cephell s
MIBITAacCh JOCTY4aThCs.



— 41 He 3HAlO, YTO CKa3aThb, YTOOH XOTh HEMHOT'O 3aTJIYIIUThL OOb OT IOTEPH GJIM3KOT0 YejoBeKa. Bce aTu
«COYYBCTBYIO», «H€PZKUCDH», «THl CIIPABUIIILCSI» 3JIAT, Pa3dpazkaioT, JTUIIAI0T CHUJI... — TJjla3a CTajlu
BJIQXKHBIMH, S TYT 2Ke IIPOMOKHYJIa UX CaJiheTKOM, CTapasiCh OePKAThCS IIPSIMO U He TePSIThCs. 2KEeHIITUHE
CMOTPEIH Ha MEHsI, YCIIOKOUBIIIKChH Ha MTHOBeHUe. UM ObIJI0 MHTEPECHO, YTO TAKOT'O MOXKET HaM
MIPEOIOXUTh «BTOPAs KeHa anb@rl cTan». — JIeKC OBbII HACTOSIIITAM TepPoeM, ITOKEPTBOBAB CBOEH KU3HbBIO
pagu MeHs... He 3Ha10, CTOMIO I 3TO TOT'O, HO BIIPEnb 51 00elal0 BEIXKUBATL 3a HAC 000MX, YTOOLI MaHHas
XKepTBa He OblIa HanmpacHoU. ETo mogBur HaBceraa OCTaHETCs y MeHs B cepane. OH man Kak HaCTOSIIUMR
repoit — Ha moJje 00s. YBepeHa, ceiliuac OH pPSAOOM C HaMu, — OJIOHOWHKA, CUIEBIIasi B CAaMOM KOHIIE
CTOJIa, HEMHOTO TIPUCIyCTHUJIa IIajib U cj1abo KUBHYA, HaBs B ce6s1 priganus. Ho OproHeTKa psAaoM C HEeH
BRITJISIEJIa CaMO¥ HeCYaCTHOM Ha CBeTe, U 5 He coOuparnach 0OXOOUTh ee CTOPOHOUM. — HUKTO He 3HaerT,
4TO 3acTaBuiio CaMupa IIOUTH Ha 3TOT war. Ho 4enoBek yMep, u HET HYXKABI 00CyXKaaTh 0YEBUIHOE.
HukTo He 3HaN MyXKYUHY Jydlie, 4eM ero xkeHa. OH OBl HaCTOSIIIUM TOJIBKO C BaMH, a HEe TaM, B
TOProBOM ILieHTpe. Tak 4To He KopuTe cebsi, YTO YIIyCTUIN HedTo BaxkHoe. Tor CaMup, KOTOPOTO BHI
3HaJIM, HaBCeraa OCTaHEeTCs C BaMu. Ero rpexu HUKOI'TIa BaC He KOCHYThCS.

— OH mpemaTesb, MECCHC, — OTBETHIIAa MHe XKeHIIuHa. [IpaBga o Myxe manach e ¢ TPyOooM, OyOTo TII0TOK
sima. HaBepHoe, OemHsIXKKa 0 CHUX II0P He BepHuia, YTO BCe IMIPOUCXOOUT UMEHHO C Hel. YTo TaKoe XHUTh
rOObl C MyXKYMHOM, a 3aTeM Y3HATh 0 Macke?! — BO3MOXKHO, OH GBI CO MHOM TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO XOTEJI
mogo6paThCs MOOMHXKeE K allbde 1 ero UCTUHHOH.

Bce BOKDPYT 3aTUXJIN, 3aMOJI4aJi, OIIYCTHUJIX I'OJIOBHI. TummHa ctana TH)KeJ'IOﬁ, OHa OaBHJIa. YBIJI, HO BCe
ORINTH COTJIACHHI C 2XKeHou CaMupa.

— He mymaro, — mokadajia rojioBou si. — MOKHO nOAAenaTh YTO YTOJHO, TOJTbKO HE HaCTOSIINE YyBCTBA.
OH Mor OBITH KEM YTOOHO, HO He IIpedas Bac. Bac, Kak 1i00MMYyI0 KEHIIUHY .

— Cnacu60, — ogHHMY I'y0aMu IpoIlernTajia OpoHeTKa, KUBHYB. I1ociie mpou3oIeqiiero Ha Hel MOrjiu
MMOCTABUTH KJIEMMO KeHH mpefaTens. Ho 3To He CIIpaBeInBO ¥ COBEPIIEHHO He YeCTHO. O3BYyYUB CBOIO
TOYKY 3PEHUS, g MBITAJIACh IPEIOTBPATUTD 9TO, Hamesch, 4To Kpoydopa menst nogaepxkut. HaBepHOE, 3TO
OH ¥ cHienajl, IPoMo4Yas.

— Kak Ovl TaM HU OBIIIO, CETOOHS MBI IIOTEPSI/IN OBOUX JIIomed. DTo 6ombinas Tparemusi. Kaxxmgbi u3 HUX
3aCIy’KUBai 3aBTpa. Tak 4UTO JaBalTe MOYTUM IIaMsITh ABYX MYXKYWH, — IOMHSIB CBO¥M GOKaJl, S 3aMepIia,
OXKHOAs MOOIEePKKH.

Ho anyero He npoucxonuio. HUKTO HUYEro He rOBOPUJI, BCE MEPETIIABIBAIUCE MEeXKAY co0oi. [TepBhiM
Ob11 Anekc. ITonmouB pyKy Ha Kpal cTojia, oH cj1abo XJIONHYT 10 KPpaCHOMY AePeBY JIaloHbIO, IIOBTOPSIA
3TO CHOBa U CHOBA B TAaKT CEKYHIHOM CTpenke. BTOPHIM K HeMy IpUCOeOUHUICS PoMaH, OCJie XKEeHbI
Caupa u Jlekca, a 3aTeM U BCe OCTAJIbHEIE.

51 He 3HAasa, YTO IPOUCXOMOUT, IIPOIOJIKASI CTOSATH Ha MeCTe, HEPBHO OXKHUOasi, KOTHa CTPAHHHNA PUTyall
3aKOHYUTCS. B MOUX yIllax 3BeHEJHN IOIIePEMEHHEIE XJIONKY, Ceplle HepBHO 6apabaHuiio. AleKC IepBhIM
TIOMHSIJI BBEPX O0OKaJl BUHA U BOCKIUKHYIT:

— 3a O60p0THefI. CerogHs MBI IIOTEePSAJIN ABYX YJIEHOB CTaU BO BCE€X CMEICJIaX 3TOI'O CJIOBA.

TonbKO TOTMA S Pelnia, YTO MOTY CeCThb, ¥ TofmepKaja 00sdait 060pOTHEH — MOMHUMATEL GOKall Hafl
T'OJIOBOI B 4eCcTb CKOpOU. BEIMTKB, BCe BOKPYT Hadallu IIeperoBapuBaThCcsa Mexkay coboii, Torma Kpoydopn
TIOATSIHYJI MEHs K cebe, IenHyB Ha yXO:

— Te1 ckasamna npo Caupga. 3auem?

— IToToMy 4uTO mazke OH He DOCTOWH cMepTU. Henb3sT oTBedYaTh Ha 3710 37I0M. Pa3Be Torga Ml OymeM He
Xy2Ke Bpara? IlepeBocriuTaHue — BOT eQUHCTBEHHBIM I'yMaHHBIM BHIXO/l, — HauaJla OIPaBOLIBAThCS 5,
TOJIBKO IIOTOM TIOHSIB, YTO AJIEKC IPOCTO UHTEPECYEeTCH.

— WM nmoupaBuiack TBOSI peub, — c1ab0 ynabIOHYyJICH MyK49uHa, — W MBI BeIcKa3anu Tebe yBaxkeHme, Kak
yneny ctau. OHu npuHsanu tebs, Pyou. Kak yenoseka! Y 310 yOUBUTENBHO U HEOOBSICHUMO.

«BoT 4TO 03Hay4asn CTYK JIagOHBIO II0 CTOJIy!» — morafaachk 5, II0 HHEPLUU OTBETHUB:
— Ho g He yacTh cTau, AjleKC. A MHEL He MyXK U XXeHa.

Vcneimas 310, MyKYHMHA U3MEHUJICS B JIUIlE, HATSIHYB MacKy. He 0110 60/IbIlle BOCXUIIIEHHBIX B3TJISIOOB,
TPYCTHOU yJIBIOKY M yBaxKeHus1. OH 3afyMYnBO OCMOTPEJI BCEX BOKPYT Ha MPeAMET TOr'0, MOT JIK KTO-TO
VCIBIIIATh MOU «yKaCHBIe» clioBa. KaxkeTcsi, 3TUM 4eJloBeKOM cTai PoMaH.

Ajekc rpo3HO IIOCMOTpPEJI Ha OXpPaHHUKA, U TOT oTBepHYycs. Ilocne uwero Kpoydopn cxan Moe KOIeHO [0
00JI1, 3aCTaBIsIs BEIIPSIMUTD CIIMHY M HAPSAYbCS, MIPEXKAe YeM MIPOIIENTaa Ha yXO:

— IIpuTBOpsAHCS, 4YTO COYYBCTBYElIb. DTO TO, YTO BCEM HPABUTCS, U 3TO TO, UTO y TeOS BBIXOOUT JIyUIlle



BCero.
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Beuep mmaBHO mepeTekan B 3acTofibe. KTO-TO pacckasbiBaj UCTOPUU U3 MIPOIILIOTO, KTO-TO IPOCTO
BBITTMBAJI, TPYCTHO IISSCh B CTeHY. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO CUOENU MBI 3a GOBIIUM U [IPYKHBIM CTOJIOM,
ansdy Bce croponunuck. C HaMu HUKTO Geceq He BeJl, BOCIIPUHUMAs HaC KaK KaKHUX-TO KOPOJIeH.
[uciuniuHa B cTae Obl/Ia CIIOBHO B KasapMe.

— Annda, — PoMaH B3s111 Ha ce0s CMeJIOCTh M, BCTaB Ha HOTH, YBaXKUTeJIbHO KUBHYJ Kpoydopay, cTpaHHO
MIOTTISIIEIBAasT Ha MeHs. — BO3MOXKHO, CTOUT MEePEeHTH K PUTYaly OCBOOOXKIEHUS U 3aKOHUYUTh IIePEMOHUI0?

— T®I mpaB, — MOMEHTAILHO OTBETHUJI AJIEKC, Hals B TOJIe MpucyTcTBytomux Kemnmu. — IIporry, oTBequ
MOIO XKeHy B ee KoOMHaTy. OHa ycTana ¥ X04eT OTHOXHYTh.

Cynmst mo ToMy, KakK B3TJISIOBL JIIOOEW YCTPEMUINCE B II0JI, S MMOHSJIA — TYT YTO-TO HE Tak. YTO 3TO 3a pUTyas
MIPOIIeHUsI, KOTOPLIH MHE BUETH He Hamo?

Kenmu mocnyiiHo BCTalla U MOoIIa K OBePH, TTIsAAs Ha MeHs. A g BOAPYT Pellnia, YTO He X04Uy yXoauTh. C
yero Ob? YTO TAKOT0 BasKHOT'O OHUM OT MEHSI CKPBLIBAIOT?! BEITH MOXKET, 3TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO CO MHOM U
Moel JanbHeuIel cynp00ii?

— Ecnu xouerb MeHsI IPOTHATh, TO TaK U CKaXkMu, — OJOCTATOYHO TPOMKO 3asBHUIIA 51, YTOOBI CIIBIIIIAIIN BCE.
Kak u oxxupasnocs, B TaKO¥ JeHb AJIeKC He CTall IPOSBIATh XapakKTep. Ho3apu ero pa3apaXeHHO
3aTpeneTany, ry0sl C3KauCh B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO, a TJla3a CTaJid Y3KUMU U HEJOBOJIbHBIMU.

— Hert, moporast, — mpoueans OH KaXKaoe CJIOBO. — X0Yelllb — OCTaBalcs. TBoe mpaBo, TBOM BEIOOD.

Y TyT Ha4YaJuCh MPUTOTOBJIEHUS K PUTYaly... AJIEKC yIIeNl B COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY, roe nepeonecs. [locie
OH BHIIIIEJI K CTae B TEMHBIX XJIOIKOBBIX IIITaHAaX, C O0CHIMK CTOIIAMH U aOCOJIFOTHO T'OJILIM TOPCOM.

O6OpPOTHY MPHUHSIINUCH MEOIeHHO MOJTHUMATLCSI CO CBOUX MECT, Oepsi B PYKH 110 OJHOM BETOYKE XBOU U
00BsI3LIBAsI €€ YepHOi IeHTol. HeKoTophle MeBYIIKH BIIJIETaIU Tyaa BepOeHy. UMeHHO 3TO cAenanu KeHb
Camupa u Jlekca.

PacTepsBIIKCH, I COBEPIIEHHO HE TOHUMAJIa, YTO AejIaTh MHe. AJieKC Oy[ITO HAPpOYUTO UTHOPUPOBAJI MOU
HaCTONYUBEIE B3TJISIOH, a I IepeMuHalach C HOTY Ha HOT'Y, HauMHas yxKe KaJleTh, YTO IIPOosBUJIa
HaCTOMYUBOCTE. Ha 4yepTa MHe chasics 3TOT pUTyan?

— Muccuc, — menHyna Ha yxo Kemnu, Bo3HUKIIIass OyKBaIbHO U3 BO3ayxa. [leByIkKa OyKBaJIbHO BCydusa
MHE B PYKHU XBOIO C YEPHOU JIEHTOM, HO 6e3 BepOeHkl. — BepOeHy BIieTalOT 6epeMeHHBIE, He3aMyXKHUE U
BHOBHL [lepkute 9TOT OYKeT, HO 6/IM3KO0 He moaxonuTe. [IpocTo CTOHTE PSIAOM CO MHOH.

[leByIiIKa BRITJISIIENIa CEPbE3HON U OOSA3JIMBO Kycasa Ir'y0y, OTBOMOS B3TJIsII B CTOPOHY. Bce 3To HaBOguiIo Ha
MyTaoIle MBICIIH...

— Kennu, — ogHuMu ry6aMu IPOTSHYJA s, XKejas 000UTH BEJIMKOJIEIHEIH CIyX 000POTHEH CTOPOHOH. —
YTo 3mech OyOeT IPOUCXOOUTE?

OHa He OTBETHUIA, IIOTEPSHHO IIepeMHNHadACh C HOTU Ha HOTY.

— Bawm Goree yeM TaKTUYHO HAMEKHYJIHM, YTO JIYUIlle YHUTH, MUCCUC, — TOCJIBIIIAJICS 3@ CITMHOM T0JIOC
PoMaHa. B3OporHyB OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTH, 5 YBUIEJA €TI0 HeOHOOPUTENbHBIN B3I, CKAHUPYIOIIUN MEHS
HACKBO3b.

51 BHe3ammHO OKa3ajiach HACTOJIBKO HaAIlyraHa, YTO roToBa Oblyla 6exkaTh IpoyYb IpsAMo ceiyac. Ho
TOpPHUYHAS yJIOBUJIa MO B3TJISAM, HOJIHEINM HaeKAhl, HallpaBJIeHHBIN IPSIMO Ha OBEPD, U COUYBCTBEHHO
IoKadaJjia I'OJIOBOM:

— Vxke no3gHo. Ecniu BH yiieTe celyac — HAIM JIIOOW BaM HUKOTA 9TOT0 HEe MPOCTSAT U Jaxe anbda He
IIOMOZKET.

— DTO BCe PaBHO UTO IUTIOHYTh B MOTHUJIIY, — IepeBesl Ha OOLIYHBIN aHTIHUMCKUY PoMaH, paciuiudpoBLIBast
IJIs1 MEHS CBOIO PEJIUTHUIO.

He 3Hato, 9yeM MOTJI0 3aKOHYUTLCS OJIsT MEHSI «HeyBaXKeHue» 0T ctau 000poTHe#. Tpasneit? Ho B KaKOU-TO
MOMEHT § U IIpaBa pelrnsa, YTO HaJo HallyleBaTh Ha CBOU CTPaXM U XOTh KaK-TO IIOAJEePKATh MyKYUHY,
yMepIIero 3a MeHs. 9TO MEeHbIIee U3 3071

— l"ne TeTylIKa 38]’[1:11&? — BOCKIJIMKHYJI OOUH N3 OXPAaHHUKOB, CYOOPO2XKHO OI'JIAObIBAsACh. — Mur Korpga-
HUOyIb HauHeM yxKe I[ePEeMOHHUI0?

B camoM KOHIIe KOMHATHI, i€ CTOJI yXooui 3a 6oJIBIlIoe TPIOMO, ITOCJIBIIIIAJIOCh HEAOBOJIBPHOE BOPYaHUe.



MeqnneHHO HOOHSBIIKUCH, TOXKUIAS KEHIIWHA, IPUXpaMbIBas, ia npsiMo K Kpoydopay, crosimemy
HaAIpOTUB OTPOMHOI0 3epKania. Ee Boyockl ObIH cedbIMU, KakK JIYHA, a JIUII0 CMOPIIEeHHBIM, OyTO JIeT e
OBI7TO maBHO 3a cTo. OHa miIa Brepen, 6opModa cebe HEUTO HEBHSITHOE IIO[ HOC. MHe yIamoCh pacCbIIaTh
JIUIIG TTapy pas:

— ...’ mocnaThk crioko#HO He matoT. [Tpuaum, moMorH, cAenai Bce 3a Hac... A KTO 103aG0TUTCS O TETYIIKe
3enbae? IIpaBunbHo! HUKTO...

— DTO KTO-TO BpOAe BallUX KOJIAYHOB M 9KCTPACEHCOB, — ITOoMorjia MHe Kennmu, KuBass B CTOPOHY
3epkana. — Kaxpnas cunbHasi crast UMeeT KOJILYHBIO. Y Hac eCTh TOJILKO 3enbaa. Hamr knamess.

— BbI Bepute B Marui? — CIpocuia 51, HEOCTOPOXKHO XMBIKHYB, IIOCJIe Yero 3aMeTusa Ha cebe
IIPUIIYPEHHBIN B3TJIA TOPHUYHOM.

— Tak Xke, KaK ¥ B 000pOTHEl, MUCCHC, — IIOCTABUJIa TOYKY B 9TOM pPa3TrOBOpe MeBYIIKa.

U npaBpa, geicTBuTenbHO!  Haxomumaack B loMe, HATUYKAaHHOM JTIOIbMHY, CIIOCOOHBIMHY ITPEBPAIIaThCS B
KUBOTHHIX. YeM MoT1a yOIUBUTE cTapas mobpas «desi»?

Ctas okpyzKuia cBoero anbdy, co3gaB caMomenbHEIN KpyT. TeTymka 3enbaa JocTajla U3-II01 CToJa BeOpo,
HaIlOJIHEHHOE KaKOU-TO BOAOM, ¥ 3aCTaBuJia BCEX CMOYMUTh B HeX BeTKHU. [Ipoxoas MUMO MeHsI, OHa
HEHa0/Iro 3ajepzKaliach, 3aCMOTPEBIIINCH MHE IPSIMO B rna3a. Eciu paHblle s gyMalia, YTO IyraTh MOTYT
JIMIIG TJ1a3a Ajlekca, TO B3TJISL CTapPYIIKKU BrOHSJ B OUKYIO TAHUKY.

— YTo0 5TO? — He yHmepzKaJiach s, IIIEITHYB Ha YX0 He OTIYyCKAalollel MeHsI HU Ha mar Kesmmm.

— Kako#-To oTBap, — OTMaxHyJach OHa, IOXKaB ItedaMu. Ho s TOYHO Bupena — OHa jixKeT. CIUIIKOM YK
CTpaHHO TaxJjia 9Ta HaCTOWKa, BJIUSS Ha CIIU3UCTYIO.

[Toce HavaI0Ch caMoe CTpaHHOe. AJIeKC CTajl Ha KOJIeHM, 3aKpHIBas ria3a. CTapylika XOOuia BOKPYT
Hero, IIlerya 4TO-TO HeBHATHOe. Ho mpyrue siBHO 3HANM CJIOBa, BOBPEeMs IIOBTOPSS HyXKHEIE Dpas3kl.
JIWIb CTOSJIa ¥ MCKPEHHE XKeJajia, YTOORl 9TO ITyrapinee COObITHE IIOCKOPee 3aKOHYMIIOCh.

— IlpomaemMcs TONMBKO ¢ JIeKCOM? — YyTOYHMIIA CTapyXa, Aefas Iar Ha3ajl.

Anexkc 3agymarcs, 6yAoTo BCIOMUHAS MO0 IIJIAMEHHYIO pedb, YTO OTIIeBaTh HA0 ABOUX. XOTsa OBl pagu
cembu! ITocie 4yero yBepeHHO KauHYyJI TOJIOBOM:

— Het. U Camupa TOoXKe.

— CMoTpu caM, TBO# BEIOOD, CHIHOK, — TSKEJIO B3LOXHYB, TeTyIllIKa 3ejIbja IIoXJIonasna ero Io mieuy,
IIIETIHYB YTO-TO Ha yx0. KaxeTcs, 910 Ob10 HeuTo: — [la¥i BCeBHIIHUY Tebe TepneHus!

HMMEeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT S MIOHSIJIa, YTO OOBIYHBEIM PUTYaJIOM BCE He 3aKOHYUTCS. A Korfia B KOMHATY
BHECJTM [IBYX XKUBHIX KyPHI], CTAI0 BOBCe He 110 cebe. CkaB mo mobeneHns PYKy TOPHUYHOM, ST HANIPSATJIach,
0KHU[as 4ero-To mnoxoro. Ho maxe TaM, B MOTa@HHBIX YTOJIKax Moel haHTa3uu, He ObII0 TomoOHOT 0
KCXOMa COOBITHIA!

BosHecs HOX K IIOTOJIKY, CTapyXa 3aKpkIjia I'/la3a, 60pMO‘Ia YTO-TO COBCEM Hepa360qu/IBoe, a 3aTeM
BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— ...JJa npumu T8I Aymy Camupa!

JIs3r MeTaia, mBa MPOCTHIX OBUXKEHUS — U CEPHlle KypPHUIIbl OCTAJIOCh ¥ Hee B pykKe. Ho He ycmesna s X0Th
KaK-TO Ha 9TO OTPearupoBaTh, KaK MOCJIbIIIAJICS XPUIl AleKca. 3ByKH, JOHOCHUBIINECS U3 €r0 PTa, YETKO
HaIlOMUHAJM Te, YTO U3aeT YejI0BeK, 3axJIe0nBasick. BpocuB pyKy OeBYIIKH, s paCcTOJIKAJia TOJIILY,
mpobupasiCh BIepeq.

Kpoydopa mpocTo 3axiebbIBancs KPOBbIO, OHA TeKJIa U3 TJa3, yilei, u3 obmactu cepaua. Ero temo
TPSCIOCH, OYOTO B IPUCTYIIE SMUJIENICUH. Be3 cum ymas Ha 1o, anbda ymupan.

— Anekc! — BOCKJIMKHYIJIA 5, COe/IaB 1Iar Biepen. Bce BOKPYT IIPOCTO CTOSIJIM M CMOTPEJIN C KaAMEHHBIMU
nuuaMu, 6yaTO IPOUCXOOUIIO HEUTO COBEPIIEHHO HopMaJibHOe U 00bsimeHHoe. Huuero crparmHoro. ITpocTo,
MaTh Ballly, 4YeJI0BeK KOPUYHUTCS OT 6omu! — YepT momepu, ma CcOejlalTe XOTb YTO-TO!

HukTO He oTpearupoBaa Ha MOM CJIOBQ, JIUIIIbL CTPAHHO ITIOCMOTpPeNnu. byaTto Ha uguoTKy! YTupas ciess,
IIBITAsCh YTOMOHUTE OelteHoe cepniiebueHme, s Opocuiach BIiepeq, Kenast X0Th KaK-TO IOMOYb MyXK4KHe!

— OcTaHoBUTE €e! — BOCKIMKHYJIa TeTyILIKa 3ebAa, KUBHYB Ha PoMmaHa. TOT TyT Ke mepexBaTuJI MeHs,
KPEMKO CKUMas B CBOUX OOBSATUAX, YTO [azxKe ObIIIaTh ObUIO TsKeno. Ho s mo-npekHeMy BUAeIa My4YeHUS
Anexkca. Kak XK13Hb MEJIEHHO BEITEKAET U3 TeJa, IIOKUOasi ero C KaXXAoy! Karjel KPOBH.



— 3augeM BH fiejiaeTe 9T0? 3a4eM My4daeTe ero?! — OoT yzKaca IPOUCXOLSIIero IojioBa Iujia KPyroM, XKeldb
ob6xkwurasna ropno. CHoBa 00Be[st B3TNISAOM KOMHATY, ST BUOeNa JIUIIb paBHOAyIIne. HUKTO He MHITANCS
nomoub Kpoydopay. A Begb OH OBbLI UX IIPpegBOOUTEIIEM!

— PuTyasn ocBOGOXKIOEHHs 3aK/I0YaeTCsS B TOM, YTOOK 0CBOOOOUTEL YMEPIIIHUX BOJIKOB OT cTau. CHoenaTh Ux
BOJILHBIMH. 17151 9TOT0 3€JibAa 3aCTaBiIsieT anbdy MepexuTs cMepTh CaMupa... A mocre emle u Jlekca, —
CIIOKOMHO IIIEeITHYJI MHe Ha yXx0 PoMaH, KaK-TO YK CJIMIIIKOM O/IM3KO IIPUXKAaBIINCH I'y0aMu K Koxe. 1
TOBOPHII OH 3TO TaK, OYATO 9TO TJIyIIOe 3asIBJIEHHE MOTJIO PAaCCTaBUTh BCE TOYKM Haf «i». — [IpocTo
nmotepnu. CKOpPo BCce 3aKOHYHUTCS.

BpocuB cTpaHHBIN B3I/ Ha PoMaHa, S TOAMETHIIA, YTO OH HEOXKHUIAHHO IIepeIes Ha «ThI», XOTS JIUIO0
ero OBIJIO TAKUM K€ KaMeHHHIM, KakK 1 00bI4YHO. Bumumo, oroBopuncsi. He cTob BaxKHO.

U npaBpa. [IBe monrue MUHYTH OJIMHOIO B XKU3HL — U Ajiekc ymep. Tounee «ymep». IToTomy 49To mmocne
9TOr0 KPOBb, PACTEKIIASLCS 10 BCEMY II0JIy, pacTasijia Ha ria3ax. BynoTo BEICOKOKIACCHEIH GoKyc! A
Kpoydopza mpocTo BcTas B MPEXHIO 03y, JaXKe He MBITasiCh HOBEPHYTHCS U YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

— Kennu mo3abotutcs o Moel xkeHe, — rpy6o oTpe3an Anekc. OT MPUKA3HBIX HOTOK B €T0 OBEJIUTEIHBHOM
OapuToHe 5 MOYYBCTBOBAJIa, Kak POoMaH HEMHOTO B3OPOTHYJI, IIOCJIE YETO Iepenanl MeHs TOPHUYHOM,
KOTOpasi, K CIIOBY CKa3aTh, AepzKajla He MeHee Kpenko, ueM PoMaH. ToIbKO He TIpHUKKUMaJjachk Tak OJIM3KO,
coOJrioast HEKyI0 OUCTaHUMI0. — IIpopmorkaiite, TeTs 3eyibaa. 3aKOHYUM XK€e C 3TUM ITOCKOpPee.

— Tepnu, MO ManbuMK, — COYYBCTBEHHO IOfXKaJia ry0y CTapylllka, CTPAHHO TJISHYB Ha MeHs1. — KaXabii
HeceT CBOU KpecT.

Bo BTOpO# pa3 Bce GBIIO ellle yxKacHee. 3e/baa [TOJIHOCThIO IIOBTOPH/Ia CMepPTh JIeKca, BEICTPEJIUB B
KYPUIy U3 IHUCTOJIETA, IIOCJIe Yero IPOCTPEeIINa el TOI0BY.

Anexkc Kpoydopa ymMupa moiro u My4YuTesIbHO. ETo Teno KpyTHiIo MUHYT AeCsATh. KITBIKU TO TIPOSIBIISIIIUCE,
TO Mcue3anu. MHOrma MHe Ka3aJIoCh, YTO KOXKa IOKPHIBAIACh IIEePCThI0, HO S IIpOMapruBaa CIe3kl, 1 BCe
CTaHOBUJIOCH, KaK OBIJIO.

Bce Te ke cymoporu, Bce Te Xe cTpaflaHus. AJIeKC cTapascs TeplieTh, IpuKycus ryoy. MicTtekass KpoBbIO,
pacIuiacTaBIIUCh HA HOJY... [laxke cefidac OH BHITJISIE] CUJIIbBHEE BCeX BOKPYT. I TeM He MeHee BOJIK B HEM
Me[JIEHHO ¥ BEPHO YMUPAJI, 3aCTaBJISIA My KYUHY UCIBITHIBATE KyTKHUe 60oyi. OCTpHIE, KIyUHeE,
HEBBLIHOCUMEIE.

Kazasocs, 1 4yBCTBYIO BCe TO XKe caMoe. BagparuBato, Korfga 9To fmenaeT oH. Kopuycs, Korga us ryd ero
cJjieTaeT 0O4epegHOU BOU.

A 3aTteMm anbda 3amep. Ha 16y ero nmosBuiach ajgasi TOYKa, B3TJIAM OBLI IyCTHIM, OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM. JTa
MyCTOTa B IIyOMHAX €ero TEMHBIX I'JIa3 Iyraja MeHs, BEI3bIBajla MyPALIKH.

Ila u BooOIIIe BECh pUTYyasl OCTaBuUJI Ha cynbbe pydet. ITocie HETO0 HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO OCTAThHCS IIPEXKHEH.

Y Korza BCe 3aKOHYHUJIOCH, I CMOTIJIa 3afbimaTh. [10JIHOM rpynbio. ByoTo mesnaia 9To BIepBEIE, C OIACKOHM U
cTpaxoM. Kenimu mo-npexxHeMy cXKuUMaja MeHsl, yoepKuBas. Bunumo, mo uHepuuu. Ho MHe CpoOdHO
Tpe6GoBaIoCh BeITH. TOITHOTA HaKaThBajla BOJTHAMH, UCTEPHUKA OyIuial

— 4 mMory yxXKe yHTH? — 3a[BIXasCh, IPOTSAHYJA 51, CTapasch ORITh KaK MOKHO 00Jiee CIIOKOMHOA.

— VXe ma, HO... — 51 He JoXKIanach ee oTBeTa. MHe OBUIO IJ1€BATh, 3a4€M HYKHEI 5TH Y€PTOBEL BETKH. 51
IIPOCTO OCTaBUJIa CBOIO Ha CTOJIe, C TPYHOM HoOpaBIINCh IO IBepU 0OBIUHEIM ITaroM. A rocie 6pocumnach
0exkKaThb. XOTEJIOCh YUTH XOTh KyHa-To. [Ipoys.

CzkaB BUCKH, S MOJIMJIa BCEX, KOI'O TOJIBKO MOXKHO, YTOOHI 3a0bITh BCE, UTO YBHEIA TaM, B CTOJIOBOH.
BBIYepKHYTh U3 ITaMsATH TakK XkKe, Kak Kiapa BEIYepKHYJIa BOCIIOMUHaHUs 000 MHe. Ho Hu4Yero He
BBIXOMMIIO. A 3Ta KapTuHa... CHOBa ¥ CHOBa AJIeKC yMHUpan y MeHs Ha rjla3ax. Tep3asch, HCTsSI3asCh...

MHe 6bU10 Pu3UUEeCKU III0X0. f He 3Hana, 4ero xouy OoJbIlle: OIIOPOXKHUTH KeJIyNoK, KpudaTh, CTOHATE...
Y cBoel KOMHATH 51 3aMepJia, He KOCHYBIINCH PYYKH, a 3aTeM Pe3KO0 II0BEPHYJIach U ABUHYJIAch K OKHY.
[IneBath uTO OymeT! A He Bce i paBHO?!.

Pe3kuii CKBO3HSK IIOOHSJI BOJIOCH, 3aKPYTUB UX B BUXpe. f X0Tejla KOCHYThCS PY4YKH OKHa, a KOCHYJIach
rono# rpyau Anekca. OH CMOTpen Ha MeHS TakK... paCTePsHO, paHeHo, C OaCKOM...

— 41 6omnbire He MoTy. He BEIIEPKY ellle OOUH TaKO# meHb. IIpocTo He cMory! — mokisnacsk . ['omoc
OpozKajl, cie3kl TeKIU rpagoM. — Chesiad XOTh 4TO-HUOyOb. [Ipoiny Tebsi. MHe Tak IIJI0XO...

Pyku MyXK4uHbB 060XBaTHUIU MOe JIUITO0, B3TJIsAn OB HallpaBieH IpsMo B nyiry. ['na3a anbdbl ObUIH
OOBIIMMY KaK HUKOTHA. ['Ty6OKMMY, HOCTYITHBIMH, TPOCTHIMU. OHM Ka3aJIuCh MHE OOOPHIMU B TOT



MOMeHT. ByaTo nepeno MHOU CTOSIJI COBEPIIIEHHO OPyrou YyenoBeK. He3HakoMell, paHEeHBIN CTPEION B
cuuHy. Mou 94yBCTBa OTPazXKaJsucCh B 3TH YEPHHIX TTyOMHAX, yTPauBasiCh.

Ho mb1 06a 3Hamm, 9T0 3TO BCe TOT ke Anekc Kpoydop.
— Cunwu, most PyOGu, — mpouierntana OH MHe B TJ1a3a. XpUILIOo, yCTaJlo, CIIOKOMHO... — Cmu.

Moe Teno TyT XKe IOOIanoch IpHKa3y 0e3 conpoTuBieHud. [la g u He cobupanacs. Jlydiiiee, 9TO CO MHOMU
MOTJIO CIIyYUTBCS — 3TO COH. CIIOKOWHEIHM, YMUPOTBOPEHHBIN, O€CIIaMsSITHEBIN.

B KoMHaTe OBIJIO TEMHO ¥ XOJIOOHO. PacaxHyB rjasa, s TyT XKe TIAHyJa B CTOPOHY OKHa. OHO GRIJIO JIHIIb
cllerKa IMIPUOTKPHITO, HO CUJIbHLIM BeTep 3aCTaBJISIJI CTEKIIO ApoxkaTh. Kaxk/bl pa3s Moe ceplle CXKUMAIOCh
ToCcJie TPOMKOTO PE3KOTo 3ByKa. JIF000i III0poxX BHI3LIBAI MypaIllKH. [lake 3aKyTaBIINUCh B OOESAIIO,
YyBCTBOBasia ce0si B OITaCHOCTH.

— HoGpoe yTpo, — IOCIHIIIANICS XPUIIIBIN, OACUCTHIM rojioc Ajiekca. IIoBepHYB I'0OJIOBY B HYKHYIO
CTOPOHY, 5 yBUMEeNIa MYKUYNHY, CUASIIEr0 B CaMOM yIjly KOMHATHl B Kpecje-Kauanke. B pyke ero Gbvin
6okan ¢ yeM-To TeMHEIM. OH Grecten B ci1aboM cBeTe NyHBl. — TouHee moOpPOM HOYH.

4 Hmuero He oTBeTHnA. [I7151 MeHS He OBIJIO HUYETO OOPOTo B 3TUX CyTKax.

[TpuIIypUBIINCE, ST HOMBITAIACH BIIISIHEThCS B nmuno Kpoydopaa, pasramaTs ero meiciiu. Ho 3To 65110
CBEPIIIEHO HEBO3MOXKHO. YIAJIOCh YIOBUTH TOJIPKO MMOYTHU UCTJIEBIIYIO CUTapPy, JOHOCUBIIYIO HaXKe KO MHE
JIETKWI 3allaX MSATHE ¥ KOPHUITHL.

— Kak ThI? — CHOBa pa3pylLInj TUIINHY MyXK4YWHA, 3aCTaBJIsIg MEHS BXXaThCS B ITocTenb. U TeM He MeHee
CTPaHHBIM BOIIPOC BEI3BAJI UPDOHUYHEBIN CMEIIOK.

— Tl emBa He yMeD, a CIpallvBaents MeHs. Tak... CTPaHHO, He HaXOOUIITL? — MOU I'yOB APOZKAJIH, CJIOBA
Ka3aJIMCh HEIPUBEIYHO PBAHEIMU. MHE MO-IIPEXKHEMY XOTEJIOCH IIPOBATTUTLCSI CKBO3b 3EMIIIO, & JIETKUE
BHYTPH XKTJIO OT GOJIH.

— 41 6B1 He yMep, — QBIPKHYI anbda, IpepBaB Halll KOPOTKUHM QUAJIOT MPOTSIXKHOMN 3aTsIXkKK0i. CMOYUB
CyXOU KOHYMK CUTaphl B 00Kase ajKoroJisi, OH 3aTSHYJICS TaK CUJIBHO, YTO MOT YCTPOUTH cebe CKOPYIO
CMEPTHh NPSIMO 30eCh U cetyac. — ITo putyas, Pyou. TonpKo u BCero.

— PuTtyasn, — MoBTOPUB 3a MYKYHUHOM 3TOT CJIOBA, S IOMNBITANIACh OIYTUTD ITOCJIEBKYCHE, HO OHO OBIIIO
TOPbKUM. PyKY BHOBB 3aTPSICIIMChH OT BOCIIOMUHAHMMY, a I'Jla3a CTajlu BilaXXHbMU. — OHU TOJIBKO U Aejiaiy,
4TO cMOTpenu Ha Tebs1, Anekc. Jlromu u3 TBoel ctau! Y 3a 9Tux moOel TH TOTOB yMHUPaTh CHOBA U CHOBA?!

— Mowu nwogu, — € HaImopoM OTYEKaHHWJI OH, JaBasd IIOHATH, YTO MOH YMO3aKJIIOYEeHUd €My He HPaBATCA. —
3Hanu IIPEeKpacHO, 4TO nogo0HOe MHE HUYEM HEe T'PO3UT. Tak kak HabGmoganu «II0Yy>» MHOT'O pas.

MeHs 6yATO MOJIOTOM II0 I'OJIOBE yAapuiao. YTo 3HAYUT «MHOTO pa3»?!

— CKOJIbKO? — IIpOIIenTana s COyCTs I[eJTyI0 BeYHOCTh I'PoOOBOTO MOIYaHus. AJIEKC He OTBETU. JIuIIb
TSIZKEJI0 BEIMOXHYJI, MAaXOM OOMUB comepzkuMoe 60okana. — CKOnIbKO, Anmekc?!

— 970 Bce unmmo3usi. OuryIeHus peaabHble, HO MOCJIEICTBHUM HUKAKUX HET U OBITH HE MOXKET, — CJIOBHO
OITPaBIHIBAJICS OH, YTO MHE OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO HE HYKHO. BeTep B3AMETHYJICS BUXPEM, U Y€JI0BEUECKUM
B3TJISIIOM YOAJIOCh YIOBUTH, KaK MMOAOpOIIeHHAasl cUrapa IojieTena B nenenbHUIly. [Ipexne ueM oHa
[IpU3eMIInIach, AJeKC OKa3aJics PSOoM CO MHOM, CUOAIIMNM Ha Kpaio noctenu. — ¢ man Tebe BO3MOXKHOCTD
YUTH, HO THI OCTaJIach. TaK CKaXXu MHe, YTO UMeHHO Tebs1 TaK pacCTpOuIo?

Bompoc Kasasicst CTpaHHBIM, @ OTBET JIOTMYHEIM. £ OBIIO OTKPHBUIA POT, YTOOH OTBETUTH Kpoydopny, HO
3aMepJia, KOra ero JIaqoHb KOCHYJIach MOoel meku. JlemsiHas, MepTBELKH XOJIOOHAsI KOoxka AleKca, U Mo
— ropsiyas.

— He cTouTt, — B3Monumacs 5, omyiias CTOMKUY 3amnax ankorons. OH 60gpuil MO3TU U BHYyIIAN yKac.
TonbKO celuac st MOHSJIA, 3a4eM UMEHHO OH Ipulllesl. — AjieKc, mpoury Tebs. ..

— Te1 6osi71ach 3a MeHsI, — KOHCTAaTHPOBAJI OH, OyATO 9TO YTO-TO peirano. Ero pachoKycHpoBaHHEIN B3I,
CKOMB3HYJI II0 MOEMY JIUIy BHU3, YIEPIIKUCh B Iperpaay B Bume ofesina. YkKe IIOHUMasi, YTO celuac
MIPOU30UMET, 5 CXKaJjia ero PyKaMu YTO eCTh CUJIBI, puXkKuMasi K cebe. Ho pa3Be MOXKHO 11epebopoTh
000pOTHS? MTHOBEHHE — U OHesijIO IIOJIeTesIo IIP0Yhb, a TeJI0 00qall X0IOOHBIM BO3AYX.

— 41 He TBO¥ 000OPOTEHD, KOTOPHIM CIIOKOWHO CTOUT ¥ CMOTPHUT, KaK MHITAIOT XKUBOE CyIIecTBO! £ On1
IepezkKuBaja 3a KOro YTOOoHO U He Jlajla yMepeTh, SICHO?! — IoJIoCc CphIBajicad Ha KpUK. MHe Ka3ajioCh, YTO
9THUM £ XOTh KaK-TO IIPOPBYCh CKBO3b IIbSIHYIO IejieHy Kpoydopna. YepT 3HaeT, CKOJIBKO aIKOT0JIsI OH
BBIIINJI, IIOKA S chiayia. IBHO He oquH Ookail!

— Cetiyac THI CKazKelllb YTO YIOOHO, — KaYHYJI TOJIOBOM OH, OyATO OTMaXMBasiCh OT HEHYKHBIX MBICIIEH.



PYKa MY2KYHWHBI OITYCTHUJIACh Ha MOe€e 66}1[)0, CXKHNMasd ero 2kKagHO U KPEeIIKOo. Ckomnb3s BBEPX, OH ITIOAHMUMaAJI 3a
coboit IIJIaThe, COBEPIIIEHHO HE 3aMe4dasd MOUX IIOIIBITOK 3TOMY ITPOTHUBOCTOATE.

— TH COBepIIIaeb OH_II/I6Ky' — 3aBOIInujia 4, IBITasACh IIOOHATHCSA B IIOCTEIIN.

— 41 cobupatoch BHITIOJTHUTL CBOM CYIIPYKECKUH [OJIT HAKOHEI-TO! — 3aphidajl OH He CBOUM T'0JIOCOM, B
KOTOPOM YE€TKO Y3HaBaJIUCh HOTKHU TOI'O 2KUBOTHOI'O, KOTOPOI'O COBCEM HEOaBHO A BCTPETHIIA B JIECY.

§1 yKe 3Haa, 4YTO HE CMOTY 3TO OCTAHOBUTh. HeT HUYEro, CmocoGHOTO YCMUPUTD AUKOTO, IIESIHOTO 3BEPS.
O=H cunbHee, U 9TUM Bce ckaldaHo. Ho cmaBathcs s He cobupanack. IIpocyHyB pyKy MeXOy HaMH, BCeMU
cujaMU cTapayach He JaTh AJleKCy KOCHYThCA MeHs. Torga oH IIPOCTO OJHUM JIOBKUM OBUKEHUEM
IIEPEBEPHYJI MEHS Ha CIUHY, JIOBKO GUKCUDPYS PYKHU.

— Jleky CMUPHO, — ILIEMHYJ OH Ha yXO.

U TyT pa3pancs kpuk. Mur 06a 3aMepiiy, IPUCIyIIUBasiCh, TOTOa OH IIOBTOPUIICS CHOBAa. KTO-To cymopozkHO
BOTIMJI B IOM€, X 3TO IIPUBJIEKIIO anbdy OONbIlIe, YeM MEeHS.

Amnexkc B3METHYJICS B BO3QyX, OTCKaKuBasi 00paTHO. MTHOBeHUE — U MyKYWHA yXKe CTOSIJI y OBEPH,
MTPUBOJIS CBOM BHEITHUY BU[ B IMMOPSAMOOK.

— Cunu TYT, — CKOMaHIOOBaJI OH, PaCllaXWBasi IBEPHb U BBIXOOA U3 KOMHATHI. — Knou mens.

Ho TaMm, BHM3Y, HOCJIBIIIAJICS €1lle OOWH BCX/IUI. TOMBKO celdac yaaaoch y3HATh ero objiagaTesisi. To
orlnia Kenmnu, 6e3 COMHEHUH.

Pe3ko momopBaBmINCE C IIOCTENY, 51 IIEPBLIM [eJioM nmopbexkara K 3epkKany. BkiItoyuB Topiep, BeITepia
CIIe3El U IpUTJIafuia BOJIOCH U IyIaThe. TOIBKO IIOCNIe 3TOT0 PBaHyja Beiern 3a Kpoydopmom.

BricTpo c6ezkaB BHU3 110 JIECTHUIIE, PE3KO OCTAHOBUJIACh OKOJIO CTOJIIOTBOPEHUS B IIPOJIETE MEXKIY
TIEPBEIM ¥ BTOPHIM 3TaxkoM. OTOABUHYB OXAIOIIyI0 ¥ MPUYUTAIOIIYIO TT0BAPUXY, YBUEIA TOPHUYHYIO,
JieXallyio Ha CTyIleHbKax.

— TBI MOKeIITb OIIIEeBEIUTh ITaJIbI[aMHU? — pa3masiCs TOI0C ajlb(bl, 3aCTAaBUBIIIET0 BCeX pabOTHUKOB JoMa
3aMo4aTh. Kenmu ucrnyraHHo KMBHYIA, TOT{la OH MPOAOMXKUI: — YTO UMEeHHO 60IuT?

— 41 He 3Hal0, anbda, — yAUBUIIA BCEX MEBYIIKA, OMyCTUB B3TJIS.

— 4 Bupena, kak Kemnnu ckaTtumacse 1o ecTtHuile. Kak Takoe Moriio HpOHSOfITPI, Munasa? — IIPOM3HEC KTO-
TO U3 XKEHIIWH, U BC€ B3rIiA0bl YCTPDEMUIIUCE Ha U 6e3 Toro PacCTepAHHYIO OEBYIIKY.

— Y MmeHs 3aKPYZKHUJIaChkb I'OJIOBA, — HEXO0Ts OTBETUJIa OHA, IIOMOPIINUBIINCE. CYJIH II0 TOMYy, KaK 3a0XaJlx
KEeHIIWHBI 1 OTBEPHYJINCHh MY2KYHWHEI, S IIOHsAJIA, YTO 3TO HE O4Y€Hb XOPOIIIOo. Kennu u cama 3TO 3Hala,
IIO9TOMY PE3KO COpBajia IIacTHIPh HpaBnbl: — [a, 1 6epemenHa. M Teneph eQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MEHS
BOJIHyeT — KU3Hb peOeHKa!

Anekc noTtsiHyncs K Kennmu, HaMmepeBasiCh ITOTHSTEL €€ Ha PykKu. Ho B cBoeM pellleHuu OH OBIJT He OOUHOK.
PoMaH, BHE3AITHO IOSIBUBIINICS U3 HUOTKYOaA, TOXKE XOTEJ ITOMOYb, HO anbda OBLI IIePBLIM.

— OTBe3y Teb6s B KIIMHUKY K OTIY Ha OCMOTP, — CIIOKOMHO IIPOTOBOPUII OH TS2KKO BCXJIUITBIBAIOIIEH
meBylIKe. Temeps s MOHSJIA, YTO CTOHAa OHa 60JibIle He OoT 60U, a OT cTpaxa 3a pebeHKa. — YCIIOKOMCS.
SBHEBIX O0JIeH HET — ¥ 3TO HPEKPaCHO.

— 4 MoTy moMoub? — pOOKO TTofasa Tojioc 51, Aefasi mar Buepeq. M CHoBa BCe BOKPYT OPOCHUIIM Ha MEHS
CTpaHHEBIE B3rJISIAEL, CIIOBHO Y4YaCTHs BOBCE He OXHOAIIH.

— Hert, — GpocuB OBICTPHIM B3TJISAO Ha MOBAPUXY, MyKYMHA CKOMaHOOBal: — 3aBapuUTe eu
YCIIOKaAWBAIOIIUN OTBap, IPOIITy.

O6HsB cebst pyKaMH, s Clejiana Iar Ha3afl, I0YyBCTBOBaB cebst HeyioTHO. Kesnmu HpaBuiIach MHe, OHa
OBlTa Becesoi, ApyKemo6HOM, a OMHaXK/Ik gake 3T0POoBO momorna. Eciu 6b ¢ He#d YTO-TO CITyYUIOCH, 3TO
OKOHYATEJIbHO OB MOOMUIO MO€ IIIaTKOe BHYTPEHHEE COCTOSIHUE.

— He nepexuBaiite, PyOu, — MOCIHBIIIAJICS I03aAu Iojioc PomaHa. BHe3alrHO OH IIOJIOXKUI PYKY MHE Ha
IIJIeYo, yCIoKauBarolle moxsonas. He ObIIO B 9TOM JXeCTe HUYeTro CBEPXII03BOJIUTEILHOIO, U BCE XKe A
BCEM TeJIOM OIIyTHJIa, KaK IoTsaXKemena aTMocdepa Bokpyr. — Keyu nonpasuTcsi. Mbl 060pOTHY U He
CIIOCOOHBI YMEPEeTh OT TaKOM epYHIIHL.

Anexkc obepHYyIICS BI0JI000POTA, HO AaxKe ero mpoduiib TOBOPUJI MHE O TOM, KaK CHUJIBHO OH 30JI B TOT
MoMeHT. Ero sHeprus pacrtekanachk BOKPYT, OYIATO S, 3aCTaBisas TpeleTaTh B yxkace. CepauebueHue
YCKOPUIJIOCH, afpEeHaIuH Pa3/InIICs IO BeHaM, KOTIa XOJIOMHEIM I0JI0C PacCEeK KOMHATY, CJIOBHO JI€3BUE
HOXKa:



— Mos XKeHa crpaBuTcs 6e3 Tebs1, PomaH. A BOT MHe TBOsI IIOMOIIb He IToMelnaeT. IToexanau ¢ HaMu.
— EcTb, anbda, — MOMEHTAILHO OTBETHUJI OXPAHHUK, YBAXKUTEJIbHO KUBas.

TomnbKO Korfa AJIeKC BEHIIIEJI, I CMOTJIa BEIIOXHYTh. TO JKe chejiajiu U BCe OCTaJIbHEIE.

— IMo#imeMTe, MUCCUC, — TIOAMUTHYJIa MHE TIOBapuxa. — YCIIOKOIO BaC U IIPUBEAY B UYBCTBO.

41 pa3aMecTuIach B TOCTUHOM B Kpecie-Kadajke, UCKpPeHHe XKejasi, YTo0s Kpoydopa coobiui MHe IIepBhie
HOBOCTH. Bpsif iy GBI 9TO CIIYYHIIOCH, HO 5 Tellnia ce0s1 HameKaaMu.

OxupmaHUs 3aTSHYINUCH, @ KOTHA S paclaxHyJa rjla3a, Ha CTOJIMKe yKe OBl HamuTOK. [1aX OH TOCTaTOYHO
IPUSATHO: POMAIITKOM, MSITOM, IyCTEIPHUKOM M 4EM-TO eIrle... [Iorpsi3HyB B CBOUX MEICIISX, S U HE
3aMeTHIa, Kak ocymuia JoOPpyIo 4acTh MPO3pavHoOro cTakaHa. M TOIbKO Torma 3aMeTusia KaKyo-To
MaJI0YKy BHYTPH.

CriepBa mofyMara, 4To 3TO Kopuila. Ho mpegMeT Gvis 607iee TEMHBIM U Y3KUM. M TOJIBKO JOCTAaB ero u3
CTakaHa, CMOTJIa Pas3risigeTh B IIOIHOM Mepe.

9To ObljIa 3aIlKcKa.
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B ManeHbKY0 IONMUITUIEHOBYIO KONIOY ObLia BlIOXKeHa MUHUATIOPHAs 3allucKa. 4 Ooiro KpyTuia ee B
pyKax, He pellasch pa3BepHyTh. Ilocie Bcero nepexkuToro MHEe BUNEJICS B 9TOM KaKOU-TO IIOIBOX...

FDYCTHO B3OOXHYB, 4 COajlaCh, OCO3HaB, YTO TepIlIieHrne MHe COBEPIIEHHO He CBOMCTBEHHO. HOTOMy,
OTJIOZKHWB B CTOPOHY ITOJIM3THUIJIEH, IIPOYKMTAaJIa II0OCJIIaHHuE.

«He coBepia# omub0K, He Bepb HUKOMY. ThHI MHOTOT'O He 3Haelb, Pyou. [ToTomy O6ymeT oueHb OOJTBHO U
ropbko. Ecimu 3axodenib IOTOBOPUTE — THI 3HAEIIb, YTO OenaTh. M yeM GhICTpee MBI BCTPETUMCS, TEM
OBICTpee CIlamyT PO30BEIE OUKU».

ITopuAB ria3a BBepX, A TUXO HOpollIenTana:
— OQunun bpayH.

TonbpKO OH MOT HamucaThb HOJ106H08. Tomnbpko Yy HEeTOo ORI AOCTYII KO MHeE. U ecnu PaHee 4 CHuTalla, 4YTO
TOJIBKO 4Yepe3 Kernnu, ceiiuac oco3Haa 4YeTKO U SICHO: Y HEero OBILITH U Opyrue eJuHOMBIIIJIIEHHUKH B JOMeE.

HepeBepHyB JIUCT, A IIPOYHTAJIa ellle ITapy BhIBEOEHHBIX KaJIJ'II/ITpa(l)I/I‘{eCKI/IM IIOYEPKOM CTPOK:
«ITomoXM 3TOT MUCTUK B KUOKOCTH, U OH pacTaert. [TonusTuIeH COXIU B KaMUHE>.

HWMeHHO Tak g U cOesalia, HO IINTh II0CJIe 9TOT0 HAaCTOUKY He pelnniach. 3aKyTaBIIUCh B IJIEN, OIIyTUIIa
3BIOKUI XOJIOM, ITPUHU3BIBAIOIINUY 00 KocTed. CioBa JOKTOpa AeMCTBUTENbHO nmyranu MeHs. OH OynTo
crelanbHO HaTHeTaJl CUTYall|io, 3aCTaBlIsisi YYBCTBOBATh ce6s1 OanaHCUPYIOIel Ha JIe3BUM HOXKa.

— Muccuc, — OKJIMKHYyJIa MeHs II0Bapuxa, IIONHUMasi CO CTOJIMKA TOJIPKO HAIIOJIOBUHY BHIIUTHINA CTaKaH. —
Heyenu COBEPIIEHHO HE TOHPABUIIOCH?

— IMonpaBusock, — conraja, yAEOHYBIIHUCE. [loBapuxa TyT XkKe pacciiabunachk U 00JIETYEHHO BEIIOXHYIIA.
HagBepusika, He OyOb OHa TaKOM yCIyKJIMBOH, CcxjlonoTana Obl HakasaHue. OueHb B oyxe Anekca. — Ho s
nepexuBalo 3a Kennu. Bce Tak 3arafjjouHo, 1 HU4Yero He MOHSATHO.

[TpuceB Ha caMbIfl Kpal IUBaHa, XKEHIHHA X0Tella MHe YTO-TO PAcCKas3aTh, HO TYT XK€ OIeTHHUIACD.
BynTo XKpmaja, KOTHa s IPOTOHIO ee TIPOoYb, HO s JIUIITE MUPOIIOOHMBO KUBHYJIA, ¥ OHa TpobopMoTaa:

— Kennmu momoJiBiieHa ¢ poxaeHus. C XOPOIIUM U MHJIBIM HapHeM. KcTaTu, OH IpuHOCHUI Tebe HalTUTOK.
30ByT BUKTOD, — HEJIOBKO OTBeOs B3I, II0OBapHUXa 3allpaBuijia OJUHHBLIA PYCHIM JIOKOH, BRIIABIIUY U3-
TIO[I TIJIOTHOM 6e/10M KOCHIHKY, 00paTHO, TSKKO B3MOXHYB. — 51 myMarsna, pebeHOK OT Hero, Ho... BUKTOD
KaXKeTCsI TaKUM I'PYCTHHIM. ByaTo He paj.

— OHU UCTMHHAS napa? — yTOYHUIIA s, HAIPATasCch. B rojioBe Havamu NOSABIATHCS DOTAAKM, KOTOPHIE
COBePIIIEHHO He HPaBUJINUCh.

— Her, ipocTo xopoire apy3bsi, — MOMEHTAIbHO OTBETHUIIA OHA, OYOTO 9TO OBIIIO OYEHb BazKHO.

— 3Ha4uUT, — IIOJBEJIa UTOTHU 51, — OTIIOM peOeHKa MOXKeT ObITh KTO YIOOHO? — II0Bapuxa, CUASIIas
HaAIpOTHUB MEHs, 3aMepJla U ITOKpacHesa. BhI0 BUAHO, YTO pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM Ha JaHHYIO TEMY ei
OBITIO TSI2KEI0. — YHCTO TeOPEeTUIECKU?

— Ecnu gucTo TeopeTtudecku... To ga, MUCCHUC, — IOOHSBIINCH C MeCTa, OHA IIOCHEITHO OTPSIXHYIa GpapTyK
u, 3abpaB yalKy, OBICTPBIM IIIarOM HallpaBuiach mpoub. — J[o6poit BaM Houu, Muccuc! Moute crnatk. Bece
OymeT XOpoIIo.

U Bce ke BoTHeHUE MeHS He Iokupasno. COH MaHWI, TeJIO IPOCUIIO BEPHYTHCS B IIOCTENIb, @ BOT CEPALle
OBLI0 He Ha MecTe... [1a3y B Toj10Be He CKJIambIBaiICs. 1 9yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO YIyCKal KaKylo-TO BaXKHYIO
ImeTanb, I09TOMY pelnia foxnaTbcsa Anekca. OH IIPocTo 00s13aH OBII JaTh MHE Pa3bsICHEHUS.

BxonHas mBepb OTBOpPUIIACH OKOJIO ItecTu yTpa. K ToMy BpeMeHU Bce B IoMe [IaBHO yXKe CIaly,
pa30pesuck 10 CBOMM 4acTsaM rpoMagHoro goMa. Kak okazanocs, y pabOTHHUKOB ORI CBOM OTHEIbHEIN
y4acTOK 3a IpefejiaMi X03IKUCKOU 4acCTH.

[ToaTomy, ciymiasi, Kak cTy4aT 00THHKY Kpoydopaa mo mepeBIHHOMY TOJTy, TOYHO 3Hajla, YTO OH YCJIIBIIITUT
MO 3amax, MOYyBCTBYIO, npuaeT. [Io Mepe mpubIuKeHus Moe cepalebueHre yCKOPSIIOCh, CTAHOBUIIOCh
He 110 cebe. CkaB MabIlbl B y3eJ1 IO IJIEOM, s Ilepeciaa OBIIaTh, 0XKUaas, Korga AeKc MOsIBUTCS
nepen rina3amu. Ho anbda 3amep 3a crimHOM. Tak OBITO e1fe 6ojiee KyTKO.

— Tl He coumb, — KOHCTATUPOBAJI MyK4YWHA, XMBIKHYB. — Tak ¥ mymas. Tel CTAHOBHIIIBCS
npenckasyemoii, Pyou.



— Kak Kennu? — nepeseia pa3roBop §, OLyIlas ero IpUCyTCTBUE KaXA0u KJIeTOUYKOU Tea.

— B mopsimke, HO HanmyraHa. bouTtcs moTepsiTh pebeHKa. PUIUIT yTOBOPUII MEHSI OCTAaBUTH €€ B
6ombHUIE, — OcBemomua MeHs Kpoydopn, Kak BOPYT s OLIyTHIIa MOKAIBIBAHWE B BOJIOCax. ByaTo KTO-TO
HeBecoMO IepebupaeT npsagu. Ho Mbiciu Moy OBUIH JajeKu OT JAaHHOM «IpPOOIeMbI».

[TpOoYMCTHUB I'OPJI0, I OCTOPOIKHO CHPOCHUIIA:
— A roe Poman?

— Tam, rpe u cienyeT ObITh, — ITOCJIBIIIAICS CBUPENHIN PHIK. [1anbIlbl €ro TaK CUIbHO HATSIHY/IX MOU
BOJIOCHI, UYTO HaBEePHSKA BEIPBAIX ITAapOUYKy. AXHYB, S CII0JI37Ia BHU3 110 Kpeciy, 4ToOsl Kpoydopa He Mor
MeHs KacaTbCsa. — B mome Ojist IpUCITyTH.

— YT0 K€, 3HAYUT MBI OOHU, — IIPOIIENTana s, HabpaB MMOJTHEIE JIETKKME BO3[yXa, HE Pelrasi IPOIOJIKUTh
MbIciib. OHA 3acTpsijia B ropJjie, He B CUJIaX BEPHYTHCSI 0OPaATHO U BLICKOIB3HYTh Ha BOJIIO...

Cunepsa Anekc 3aMoJjT4ajl, @ IPUCYTCTBUE €r0 B KOMHATE Ka3aJIoCh HEOIyTUMEIM. MrHOBEeHNE — U TEIJI0e
ObIXaHWe 0Ka3aJioCch Ha IIeKe, IIeKo4Ya KOXKY M 3aCTaBIsAs BOJIOCH PA3JIETETHCS B Pa3HEIE CTOPOHHL. £l
BIKaJlach B KPECJI0, 3aKPHIB TJIa3a, IT0Ka JIaJIOHb MYKYWHEI MEIJIEHHO CKOJIb3HYJIa 110 MOEeH IIeKe BHU3, K
IIlee, a IOCJie MeaJIeHHO ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CTSIHYJIa OOHY JIIMKY IIJIaThs.

— HmMenHO Tak, PyOu. Mbl coBepiieHHO OIHY, — IIPOIIENTall OH, 3aCTaBJIsds CJI0BA PACTEYbCS FOPSIYUM
MeTaJlJIOM II0 BeHaM.

— Torpma oTBeTh MHE Ha OMH BOMIPOC! — TOPOMIIMBO ITpoGopMoOTasa 51, 4TOOkl He IepefyMaTh U He
cockounth. — KT0 oTen pebenka Kemmu?

UM cHOBa THIIIMHA, TTOJTHAS ¥ 3BeHsIasa. 4 maxke o6epHyach Ha3am, YTOOH YIOCTOBEPUTHCs, 4TO Kpoydopm
BCe ellle B KOMHATe, HO, He 3aMEeTHB MyXXYHHY, IPUBCTajIa C MeCTa.

— Aekc? — MO roI0C CKOJIB3HYJI 9XOM 110 KOMHATe, CO3MaBasi HEIIPUBHIYHEIN 3BOH B yIIIaX, a IIOCJIE
M03aAu YTO-TO yIajo. f mMOANPHITHYJIa OT CTPaxXa ¥ BCKPUKHYJI, KOTAa anbda C CUTapoi oKa3aJiCsi OKOJIO
KaMuHa. — THI MEHS IIyraemlb.. .

3akypuBas curapy, OH CTPaHHO ITOCMaTpUBaJll Ha MeHs, a s1 O0JIbIIle HUYEero He TOBOPHJIa, CII0KWUB PYKH Ha
rpynu. Yem Gonbllle BpeMeHU ITPOXOAUII0, TeM OOJIbIIle B T'OJIOBE YKOPEHSsIach unes, 4To pebeHok Kemnmu
oT Anekca.

— C 4gero sTa MBICJIb BO3HHUKJIA B TBOEHU IOJIOBE? — CapKaCTUYHO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICSA OH, HO HOTKH
BOJTHEHUS U TIOOO0IBITCTBA CKPHITh HE YOAJIOCh.

— TeI mobezkan moMoraTh ¥, KaK TOJIBKO YCIIBIIIaa BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN T'OJIOC. A elle 3TO XKeJlaHue
COOCTBEHHOPYYHO OTBE3TU B OOJILHUILY... — IPUHSIACh 3arubaTh MmanblEl 51, HO AJleKC BHe3allHO KayHYII
TOJIOBO¥, IpU3bIBasi 3aMoJrdaTh. OT TAaKOW HATJIOCTH BHYTPU 3aropesiach 3710CTh.

— Her, s He oTell, — OTYEKaHUJI OH IIO CJIOraM TakK SiTOBUTO, OyaTo cam ToT (akT, uyTo Anekc Kpoydopn
BLIHYXKIEH OTYUTHIBATLCS IIepel KaKOW-TO U3 KEeH, er0 TUKO OCKOPOIIsii 1 OecHl.

— Ho, — He yHUMaach s, YYBCTBYS JKE€HCKOM MHTYUIINH, 4YTO 3TO He Bce. OH He moroBopui. — Ho ThI
IIpennosiarai, YTO MOXKeIb OBITh.

BpocuB Ha MeHs pe3Kui MPUIYPEHHBIN B3TJIS YEPHBIX, KAK CMOJIb, I'JlIa3, OH OLLIETUHUJICS U ObSIBOJIBCKU
YCMeXHYJICSI KpaelllkaMu ry0. f 3amMepJia, IpOCIeAuB 3a TeM, KaK OH YePTOBCKU MEJJIEHHO 3aTsSTUBAJICS
cCuUrapoi, He CBOISI C MEHsI B3TJIsiia ¥ He MOpTasi, II0CJIe Yero MexXKay HaM{i BO3HUKIIO 00JIaKO OhIMa.
3aKalUISBIINCh OT HEIIPUSATHOI'O 3allaxa, 1 HaKOHeI[ 0XKUJIa.

— TwI ctan ¢ Heit, Anekc Kpoydopa! — axHyna oT y>Kaca, IPUKpLIBasg poT pykoii. begHast ManeHbKas
meBouka! — Ho Kak ke Hallla CBs3b? THI Beb TOBOPHII...

— D70 OBIIO A0 CBSI3UW, — OTPEe3ajl My>K4YKWHa, OTBOPAYMBASICh K KAMHUHY. BHIJIO HEe MOHSTHO, IJIaMst
MOXKMpaeT ab(y WU OH OTOHb.

— 3uauwur... boru! — chgemnas mar Bnepeqn, s1 6yKBaJIbHO COepPzKUBajlach, YTOOBI HE 3aKPUYATh OT
MIePEeNOIHAIOMMNX MeHs sMouuii. [TocnenHue HOBOCTU OyKBaNlbHO OTKPLIBANIM MHE MUD anb@bl C APYTOH
cTopoHBL. — Th n3MeHsJ1 ChIOKH... A Kak ke J11000Bb? Kak ke moBepue? O KaKUX BEYHBIX U IIPEIaHHBIX
YyBCTBax BEI IIOCTOSTHHO TBEPOUIY, a?!

— Mzl ¢ ChIOKH BMECTE TTOUTH COPOK JIeT. I MBI, KakK ¥ BCe 000POTHH, HE CJIaBUJINCH BEPHOCTD, 32 KOTOPYIO
MOYEeMy-TO TaK CHJILHO IEIITIOTCS JIIOOUINKKA, — OTMaXHYJICS OH, OyATo OoT Mypallku. [Tocse uero
TIOBEPHYJICS KO MHE, BEIIPSIMUJI CIIMHY ¥ OTYEKAHUJI KaXKO0e CJI0BO IIPSMO B rj1a3a: — Ho 3TO COBEPIIIEHHO
He U3MEeHSIeT MOel 0e3rpaHUYHON K Hel JII00BU.



TomHOTa IMOAKATHUIIA K FOPJIY, @ OT OYPIISAIIero B KPOBU afgpeHanuHa 6yKBaabHO Tpsiciio! S moMopInuiacs,
IIPOKPHUYAB:

— He rosopu MHe Takux Belleii. MOXKHO TOBOPUTH UTO yrogHo. Ha 3To MeI Bce ropa3gel... Ho korma
yenoBeK Tebe IMONCTUHE AOPOT, THl HE MOMWAEIb B IIOCTEND K Apyroi! He cTaHels n3BpalllaTh MaJIEHbKYIO
meBOYKY, 3Hasl, UTO Y HEe eCThb XKeHUxX! — pa3BepPHYBIIUCE, 5T Opocunack mpoysb. He OBIIO CUIT BULETH €T0
6eCYyBCTBEHHO CaMOMIOBOJIbHOE JINII0. — Bce 9T0... Bce BOKPYT [yiss MeHsI OMep3UTeJIbHO. Tak Helnb3s!

Kak TOJIbKO MOSI pyKa KOCHYJIach Iepuiia JIECTHUIIE, My?KCKHe PYKH CXBAaTHIIM MEHsS 3a TaJIuio, TOTHUMAs
BBepx. Horu Mou He Kacaluch 3eMJIH, IOIIEBETUTHCS He ObII0O HUKAKOH BO3MOXKHOCTH. Mou riasa
ynupanuchk npsimo B Kpoydopra, cBupemnoro, 370ro, KpaCHOT0 U OBIIIAIIEr0 CKBO3b 3yOHL.

— YTo THI 3HaeIb 0 JTI00BU, PyOu?! — mpopsluan OH MHeE B JIUIIO. ['0mmoc 6yaTo ABOMIICS, OTHaBasi OuTamMu B
caMoe cepplie. PUTM ero yCKOpHUIICS IO HEBO3MOKHOCTH, HO SIPOCTh BHYTPU He yTuxaja. — Kak cMeellb
yKa3bBaTb MHe?!

— THI memnaenIb, YTO X04elllb U Korpaa xouelk! HUKTO B 3TOM oMe Tebe He ykKa3. 9TO HE HOPMAJIBHO.
TAK HE OOJI2KHO BBITH, — npokpudaa eMy B JIULO s, IBITAasiCh BEIPBATHCS, YTO COBEPIIEHHO He
nony4anocsk. Teno anbdrl GBIO CJIOBHO KaMeHHAs CTaTysl, COBUHYTH KOTOPYIO CJIIOKHEee, 4YeM
mmako6Iiok. — Jlaxe cetiuac! Tel He maems MHe YHTH. TEl 6yKBaIbHO YKpPal MEHS C YIULE, JIUIITUIT
Bcero... CKOJIBKO ellle Takux meByInek, Anekc? Ckonbko?! YBepeHa, eciiu 6b1 pebeHoK Kennu oka3sascs
TBOUM, ThI OBl BCe paBHO Ha Hell He KeHUJICH.

— 3abepeMeHeTh MOXKET TOJIBKO UCTUHHAS, HO... YeM 4epT He ITyTUT... — OTMaXHYJICS MyXK4YHUHA, II0CJIe
4ero Ha rybax ero mosiBUjIach Imyraoias yiabi0Ka, BEI3EIBAIOIIAS MyPAIllKKU ¥ IPEOBKYIIEeHUS yKaca. —
Iymae1s, s memalo TOJIBKO TO, 4TO X049y, PyOu? — ero majblbl C3Kajau TOJCTYIO TKAaHb MOET0 IIATh,
pBaHyB Ha ce0Os1. Kak TOJILKO ITOSIBUJICS MaJieHbKUHM IPophIB, Kpoydopa BEITSHY YyKa3aTeIbHBIN ITaiel]
BIIepeq, Ha KOTOPOM MOSIBUJICS IJIMHHBIM M OCTPHIM KOroTh. OH pa3pesas TKaHb KaK cKanbnesnb. 1 mepHUuch
s1 He OCTOPOIKHO — BCIIOPOJI OB KOXKY. [10/1b3ysICh MOUM MOJIOXKEeHneM, AJIeKC HarHYJICS IPSIMO K MOeMY
yXy, IPOTSHYB, CMaKys Kaxaoe cJIoBo: — Bbynb Mos BoJist, s1 OB Tpaxas Tebsi ¢ yTpa A0 HOYH, 3aIl0JI0OHAS
TBOE JIOHO CIIepMOIi CHOBa U CHOBa... [Ioka TH He 3abepeMeHeemb. Ho gaxe Torma BOJIK BHYTPU MeHS He
ycrokouTcsa. EMy 6ymeT xoTeThbCs erle OObIlle U dalle, YTOOBl 3aUaTh BTOPOTO pebeHKa. 3aTEM TPETHETO.
[Tocne 4eTBEPTOTO...

HepBHO CrIOTHYB, S BEICOKO IIPOIIENTasa:
— He Hapo...

— OGOPOTHU BOKPYT He IIOHKMMaAl0, II0UYeMy THI 10 CUX IIOp He OepeMeHHa. [ToueMy Mo 3amax Ha Tebe
noyTtH He omyTtuM. Y gaxke rioynen PomMaH muTaeT HafgeKAbl, IOTOMY YTO HEe YyBCTBYeT Ha Tebe 3amax
MOEro cCeMeHU, — IOOOUMs K II0J0JIy, AJleKC pPBaHyJ/I TKaHb B Pa3HbIe CTOPOHHI, OCTaBIISAA MEHS B OQHOM
HUXKHeM Oesnbe. Ho 1 0HO He 3afiepKanock. MTHOBeHHE — U KJIOYKM TKaHU OTJIETEJIM B CTOPOHY, 5
oCTanack MOJTHOCTHI0 00HakeHHOU. — [ToaToMy s mpenocTasisiio Tebe BhIOOP, Pyou. JIubo s Tpaxato Tebs
NIPSIMO 3[€ecCh, Ha 3TOM JIECTHUIlE, TH JaxXe IIOJTyYUITb Opra3M, rapaHTupyoo. JIubo TH gesaentsb MHe MUHET
v Hem30exXHOe OTKJIaIbIBAaeTCS Ha 3aBTpa.

— Borbire BapuaHTOB HET? — BBIAOXHYJIA 5, CTapsCh He TPSICTUCH OT XOJIOOHOTO BO3AyXa BOKPYT.
HaBepnoe, 3T0 Oblia nuIlb WII03usd. Begs oT Kpoydopma uCcXooun CTPaHHEIN Kap, KakK 0T pab0TaoIero
oborpesatens. [llupuHKa ero BeIIUpaa, HATATUBAs [0 IIpenesia IJIOTHLIe IITaHEL.

— Moxems gaTh BO3MOXKXHOCTE BEIOOpA MHE, HOpoTasi, — O0JIHU3HYJICSI MyXK4YMHA, IPy00 CKuUMasi rPyOb.
[ToKPYyTUB MEXKOY HajabllaMU COCOK, OH HATHYJICS ¥ HAaKPBUI €T0 CBOUMU I'y6aMu, Kycas Mo4YTH 0o 6omu. —
ThI 3HaEIIb, YTO S BHIOEDY.

IIBa masbiia Kpoydopaa CKOMLE3HYIH II0 MOUM T'y0aM, HaCUIbHO BTOPTrascCh BHYTPb. 110 HHEPIUY 5
o6m3ara ux, 94To, COOCTBEHHO, eMY M HY2KHO ObUI0. ITocaguB MeHs Ha Kpai nmepus, oH 3abUKCHPOBal
OIHY PYKY Ha TaJluH, APYTOM CKONML3HYJT BHU3 II0 JKHUBOTY, Pa3BUTasi MOU Oefipa ¥ BTOPTasiCh MEXIy
HUMH.

IlBa mamnblla pa3aBUHYIN CKIIalOYKU, MTHOBEHHO ITPOHUKAs BHYTPL IIIyOOKO U pe3Ko. f oxHyIa,
OBUHYBIIKUCH Ha3am, a Kpydopa, yaepkuBas MeHsT Ha MeCTe, PacTSIHYJI MOU Y3KHe CTEeHKH B Pa3HbIe
CTOPOHEI, COBEPIIIAS HEUTO 10 TUITY MaccaxXa.

— Paccnabbest, — 0THas IpUKa3 OH HEIMPUBEIYHO HU3KHUM I'0JIOCOM. — UyBCTBYH CBOE TeJIO.

Po30BHIN ypMaH Tak ¥ HOPOBUJI HAKPHITH CO3HAHKWE OECIPOTISIOHON OBIMKOM, a 51 OTOMBAIachk OT HETO
CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, OILIyIasi, Kak MeOJIEHHO TEPSI0 KOHTPOJIb Hafg pa3zyMoM. OOHaXXOB Y MEHS YKe BHIIIIO
MTPOTUBOCTOSITH BHYIIIEHHIO, HO TOTIa YyXKHUX IaJIblieB He OhIJI0 Y MEHsI B BaruHe!

— Tebe moyKHO OBITH XOPOIIIO, — MMPOMOJIZKAaJl aTAKOBATh OH, YCUJIMBAs ABUKEHUS U HaBjeHue. BosbIoi
majier] HaKphUI KJIINTOP — AJIEKC THITAJICA 3aJIeTh BCe MOU 9POTeHHbIe 30HE. — Korpaa s Boiigy B Te04,



Oyzmer elre nyuire. IIpencraBp, 9TO 9TO YjIEeH CKOJIL3UT BHYTpHU Tebs. IIpencTass, Kak xopomo 6ymet
KOHUYHTH U MOJIYIYUTh 0CBOOOKOEeHNE. 51 YYBCTBYIO TOT CTYCTOK SHEPTHH, UTO 3aTOUYEH y TeOs MeXay HOT.
Tebe Xo4eTcs cekca, KakK ¥ BCEM BOKPYT.

910 OBlNTa cTpaHHas 6opbba: ICUXUYECKOe HaBiieHne, GU3nUeCcKoe IPUKOCHOBEHUE. YUTO-TO IIOACKOE
mpoOMBaNIOCh, He XKejlasi MOAAAaBaThCs. BEICTaBUB PYKM BIepef, s IOCTapanach OTCTPAHUTHCS OT
cutyanuu. OKa3aThCs KaK MOXKHO Jajibllie OT 9TOTO MecTa. BO3M0OXKHO, 3TO €HUHCTBEHHO CIIaCeHUe.

— T YYBCTBY€Ib, KaK 2KXKEHHEe MeXOy HOI' CTAaHOBUTCA BCe CHUJIbHEE U HeBBIHOCHUMee? — IIpoaoizxKail
Anexc, menasi CBOu ABUKEHUs 6ojiee pe3KUMU, HAaCTOMYUBEIMY, HETePIIeTUBLHIMHU. ¢ BUOesa, Kak HepBHO
ep3all My2K4YHHa, IIepeTallThIBasiCh Ha MeCTe. EMy OBLIIO TSZKEJIO COEPXKUBATH CeGH, HO OH IIO4YeMy-TO 3TO
menan. — ThI xo4delnsb Oonbirne. ThI X0uelllb CUTbHEee. 51 YyBCTBYIO, KaK CHUJIBHO THI JK€JIaelllb, YTOOBI 5
IIEPEeKNHYyJ1 TeOs qyepes3 3Ty IIepeKJIagfuHy U OTTPaxall 10 IOTePHu CO3HaHUd. Twr BeOb XO4Yelllb KOHYUTE,
moporas?

YacTo 3afmIas, s BIPYT OCO3HAsa, YTO eCJIM CAaMCs cerldac, To He npoily cebe aToro. [lneBats Ha
Kpoydopma. Emy, Bummmo, mjieBaTh, C KEM CIlaTh ¥ KOHYaTh. A MHe — HeT. Mosi MaMa Bcerpa jamobuia
OgHOTO MyKuYmMHY. Kak, COOCTBEHHO, 1 OTell JIIOOUII OMHY KeHIMUHY. Y s MoJI’)KHa XOTh IMOMBITaThCS CTaTh
UM paBHOMU, HE OTIO30PUTH CEMbBIO U TTaMSTh.

Bopyr oHU BUOAT MeHs Takou? [logmarolneiicss Maruu IjI0Xoro, He MOero MyK4YNHEI? OTO HEIPAaBUIbHO.
Tak He moKHO OBITE. f He mpuHaAIexky Kpoybopay u HUKOTHA He ITpUHajiexana!

— Hert! — Hamma B cebe cuiel BEIIATh 51, HO AJIeKC He cpaly yciblman. He cpa3y mo4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 5
yKe maneko. — OcTaHOBUCE. f He Xouy cmaTh ¢ To6oi. He xouy!

Anbda 3aMep, pas3apakeHHO CKaHUPYS MeHS CBOMMH YEepPHBIMU TJ1a3aMu. f 3aTausia AbIXxaHue, 0XKuaas,
yeM BCe 9TO KOHYUTCH... [locTaB U3 MeHs OBa Iajblia, Kpoydopn nmogHec ux K cBouM rybaM oGJIU3HYI,
4TOOH 51 BUAeNa. ByaTo 3asBiisisi: 4To OB TH HU TOBOPHJIA — MOsI. B 9TOM Obljla €Tro BOJIYbs HATypa.

— He xo4ems KoHUUTL? TBoe npaBo, — GBEIPKHYJ OH, PE3KO MOTSIHYJI MeHs 3a PyKy, OyKBaJbHO 3acTaBlIAs
ymacTh Ha KojieHu. CTOMJIO MHE TOIBKO OCO3HATh MPOUCXOSINee, KaK OJIsIIKa PeMHS 3BIKHYIIa,
3alIypIIayiy MITAHWHEL, @ TSKEeIbIN, HAJTUTHINA KPOBBIO YIEeH yOapui MeHs 1o rybam. — f He cobupaioch
cebe OTKa3bIBaTh B YIOBOJILCTBUU.

CxkaB pykoi Moo 1meto, Kpoydopna HaHM3aT MEHST Ha CBOM YJIeH, 3aCTaBJISISA IIOTJIOTUTD €T0 LIETUKOM. DTO
KasaJioch camoyoOuiicTBoM! IIpuUnIIOCh BCIOMHUTL YPOKH C COCATEIbHON KOH(METOM, TOTBKO OHU TTIOMOT TN
11o60poTh pedIIEKCH ¥ HE YMEPETH OT YIOYIIbS.

Kpoydopa HaHU3BIBal MEHS Ha ce0s SIpPOCTHO ¥ AWKO. BYATO OT 3TOT0 3aBUCEJa ero XXKU3Hb. ByATO BHYTpH
IIPOCHYJIOCH KUBOTHOE, KOTOPOe 6O0JIbIlle HE MOTJIO TepIeTh! 51 omymana, KAk BHYTPU MEHS OPOKUT €T0
opraH, CTaHOBSCH Bce OoJblile U Gombliie. 3aTeM AJIeKC Pe3K0 3aMe], TeJI0 ero 3aTPSACIIOCh B CIla3Me, a U3
ry6 copBajioch pBaHoe «Pybu».

— Croil! — psABKHYJI OH, KOTa S PEe3KO0 IOOHAIach C MeCcTa ¥, 3aMOTaBIINCh B OCTaTKM OfeXKObl, pBaHyIa
HaBepx, — I'moTaii! YToOH S BUOEI.

Tonbko mocse 3TOro s cMorja yﬁTI/I HaBepX.

B koMHaTe KTOo-TO OblI. IllenmecTenu nakeTwl, CKpUIleIU ABePLE! IIKada. A ke aKTUBHO Aejiajia BUI, YTO
KPEMKO CIT0. MHEIIIIE Tejla HEMHOT'0 moOaimBaii, HU3 XKUBOTA TSHYJI, @ 00IIasi yCTaJIOCTh He JaBajia CHUJI
Ha4yaTb HOBBLIN OEHB.

CroycTst gecsiTb MUHYT Ha CTOJI PSIIOM C IIOCTEJIBIO yIajl IOAHOC, 3allaX ToOpsTYero Kamy4duHo,
CBEKEUCIIeYEHHOT0 OMJIETa U OYJIOUEK C KOPULIEH paccesyics M0 KOMHATe, Mpolykpaas XKeaynok. Y teM He
MeHee s IIPOoJoJIXKaa HaXOOUTHCS B JIETKOU OpeMoTe.

— Muccuc, — pacTepsHHO MPOTSIHYyIa He3HaKOMasi MHe AeBYIIIKa, KOTOpas HaBepHSIKa
3amensna Kennu. — Bam nopa BcTaBath u cobupaTtbCcs. CTUIUCT ¥ BU3aKUCT NPUOYOYT Yepe3l mordaca.

— 4 He X049y, — COHHO TpoOOpMOTaia, Pe3K0 paclaxHyB I'J1a3a II0CJIe YCIIBIIIIaHHOTO II0C/IETHETr 0
mpenrnoxeHus. I'ma3a o6xker cBeT, ocaenysas. [IpUIypuBIINUCE, S CMOTJIa Pa3TIAfAeTh I0HOE JIUII0 HOBOU
ropHUYHOUN. MHTEepecHO, AJiekC U ¢ Hell criuT? — Kakou... CTUIUCT ¥ BU3AXKUCT?

— Hx BrI3Bas anb(da cuenuanbHo A1 Bac, — OynTo OB oIIpaBhbIBaiach Ta. — UToOk coOpaTh Ha IIpueM.
— AX... IpueM... — CeB Ha IIOCTeJH, s1 00HsIa ce6st pyKaMu 1 oOBejla BHUMATEJIFHEIM B3TJISIIOM KOMHATY.
OpnvH K3 MOJIyIyCTHIX Ka(oB OB TeIleph Yepe3 BepX 3alloJIHEH ITapafHO-BEIXOOHOM 0fek oM. A psimoMm

pacmoiarajiChk rophbl K0p060K C O6YBBIO.

— JTO BCce MHe? — TJjla3a IOIIOJI3JIXA Ha JI00.



Korpga u, rmaBHOe, 3aueM AIEKC 3TO Opl"aHI/I3OBaJ'I?

— He Bce, — npo6GopMoTaa aeBYyIKa, HO TYT Ke TOPOIIINBO ITpoGopMoTaia: — HuxkHee 6Genbe, CYMKH,
KOCMETHUKY U MIPeiMeThl TUYHON TUTHEHHl PAa3/I0KUTh ellle He ycmesau. Ho moka BH OyfeTe Ha IIpueMe, MblI
BCe CIOeJlaeM...

— flcHO, — KpaTKO KHUBHYB, OTBEPHYJIach, YTOOLI TOPHUYHAS He yBUEela MOUX 3MOIUM.

Bormbilie Bcero Ha CBeTe He XOTEJI0Ch Ka3aThCs XKaIKOoM 1 criaboit. HeT HUUYero xyzxe B 3TOM MHUPE, YEM
CO4YyBCTBHE. OTKYHI/ITBCH 3a, MATKO I'OBOpP4, HCHOp‘-IeHHBIfI Be4Yep TOHHOM IIIMOTOK — 3TO KaK YKa3aTb
cobake Ha ee MHUCKY.

— Kak tam Kennu? — nepesesna pa3roBop f, IOOHUMAaACh C mocTenu. — C Hel yKe MOXKHO BCTPETUTHCI?

— OmHa xoporuo... Ho B3si1a HEGOJIBIION OTIIYCK IO HACTABJIEHUIO OTIIa. He 3HAI0, MOXKHO JIU C HEH
yBUOEThCS. JIydle 06 3TOM COPOCUTH Y alb@HI.

Pe3ko OBepHYBIIUCEH K [IEBYIIKe, CTPEIbHYJIa B Hee 3JI6IM B3TIsaa0oM. OT HEOXKUIAaHHOCTU Ta
MOTIePXHYyJIach U MpUKajach K CTEHE.

— Mory s1 0e3 pa3pelieHunsa aJ'[B(l)BI CXOOUTh B TyaneT? — CBbsA3BUJIA 4, IIOTOMY KakK 4allla TEPIIeHUudA OBLIa
pacmaTtaHa yxe gaBHO. — Wnu c6eraTh CIPOCUTH?

— Iymai, — HEBHSITHO IIPOTapaTOpuia OHa, — MOXKeTe.

IleMOHCTPaTUBHO MOKJIOHUBIINCH, S 3aKPhIJIa ABEPH MIPSIMO IIePef JINIIOM AEBYIIKYA, YTOOBI YMBITHCS U
IIOOyMaTh O TOM, UTO [eJIaTh Aajiblie... He UOTH Ha MpueM s He MoTia. YepT 3HaeT, Kak oTpearupyer Ha
ato Kpoydopz. ITmeBaTs, eClnu 37I0CTh €T0 yIIafeT Ha MeHs. A BOPYT MCTUTh OH PEIIUT Yepes3 CecTpy Uiu
0abymky? OH-TO y2Ke HaBepPHSKa IOHSJ, KaK CUJILHO POOHS AJIs MEHS HopoTa.

Taxk 4TO, 3acTaBUB Ce0s HATSIHYTh MACKy MOJTHOTO 6€3pa3yiuyus, s CIIOKOMHO BHIIIIAa U3 BAHHOU U
TIO3BOJIUJIA enaTh ¢ coboit To, uTo TpeboBanock Emy. Hapsioguts? [Toxkanyiicta. Hakpacuts? Pagu Gora!

[Tporio 0KOIO Yaca, KOrfa U3 3epkKajia Ha MeHsI CMOTpeJsla CBeTCKas JIeqU B YePHOM aTJIaCHOM IIaThe [0
cambiX KoyeH. CTOUT MPU3HATh, BHIPE3 0Ka3aJiCAd MOCTATOYHO TIIyOOKHUM, a MITKUH TUIIOP HEXKHO
MIOJYEePKUBAJ IrPyab. ['0ble TIyIeun TPUKPHIBAJI YEPHBIM NMUIAXKAK, IPKUHM aKLUEeHT CTUIUCT COesall Ha
TPOMO3JKNE CEPhI'U-KUCTOUYKY C BHYIIUTEILHBIMU OPArolleHHBIMU KaMHSIMU U BeJIUKOJIEITHLIM IIEPCTHEM C
POCCHITTBIO OPUIIITMAHTOB.

— JIOKOHEBI? — IIOMHTEepPeCOBaJICA CTUIIUCT. Tomnwbko HE Y M€eHs, a Y BU3aXHUCTa.

— Her, 6ymet nepe6op, — IoKavas I'0OJI0BOM TOT, CTATHBAS BOJIOCE. B CBOe0Opa3HLIl BOOOpazkaeMEbIH
XBOCT. — HU3KM My4oK caMoe To.

— Cormnacesn!

YTo TYyT TOBOPUTH? BCTaB HOTHM ¥ MPOKPYTHUBIIUCH IePefl 3epKajioM, I HeHCTBUTENHHO yBUuOena cebs
COBEPIUIEHHO APYToi. TOHKY IIMUIBKY, JIETKUH MaKUSIK C aKI€HTOM Ha TI'yOHI.

— Bam HpaBUTCS, MUCCUC? — HAKOHEI-TO CIIPOCUJIA MOe MHEHHEe MY2KYMWHEI, 1 OTBETUThL “HEeT” S He MOoTJa.
TombKO BOT XOTeJIa, YTOOH B TAaKOM Bue MeHs yBuAenu Kiapa c 6a0yIIkoi, a He KaKHUe-TO TaM OpPY3bs
Anekca Kpoydoppa. Tak gTo, 61aromapHo yIsIOHYBIINCE, KODOTKO OTBETHIIA:

— COOTBETCTBYEeT MEePONIPUATHUIO. BBl MpodeccuoHansl CBOETO fea.

Anexc momskeH OB XKOaTh MeHsI BHU3Y. CIIyCKasiCh 10 JIECTHUIIE, 5T HE MOTJIa OTOTHATh BOCIIOMUHAHUS O
TOM, YTO ITPOM30IIUIO TYT BeuepoM. He XoTenoch KacaThCsl Iepuji, CMOTPETh II0M HOTH...

— Honro, — moceimancs roinoc Kpoydopma, HO yBuaena ero s He cpa3y. MyX4YnHa CUEN B TOCTUHOHN
CIIMHOM KO MHe, MOKypUBasi BTOPYIO curapy. CerofiHsi ero rycThlie BOJIOCH OBLIM 3ajIM3aHbl Ha3a[ KaKuM-TO
CBepXCUILHBLIM TejieM. Korma Asiekc OTSHyJICS K TyMOJIEpy BUCKH, I CMOTJIa 3aMETUTh PyKaB IMHUAKaKa B
TOH MOEMY.

— 3aTo paboTy CBOIO BHIIIOJTHUIN, — BCTaB 3a CIIMHOMN anb@El, I CII0XKUIIA PYKHU Ha IPYOU U CLiEnUIa
yenocTh. YepT, Kak OB MHOTO s OTHAjIa 3a IIaHC OCTaThcsa moMma! Kak Okl MHOTO s oTHaia OBl 3a
BO3MOZKHOCTB HEe BULOETh AjleKca X0Ts OBl ceromus!

[Topaasmucs ¢ Mmecta, Kpydopn BcTtan HanpoTuB. Ero TeMHBIE T71a3a JOTOITHO OCMOTPEIN MEHS C HOT OO
T'OJIOBHI, 3aleP2KUBasICh Ha Talnuu U Beipe3e. Kaxercs, nogob6Hass BOIBHOCTL CTUINCTA MyKYUHE He
IIOHPaBUJICS, BeOb TOT Pa3fpaxeHHO 3acKpunesn 3yb6aMy, cKaB KyJlaK{ [0 T00eIeHNsT KOCTSIIEK.

— ‘{epT, — IIPOPOHUIJI OH, OTBOOsA B3IJIsA4 B CTOPOHY U TsA2KEJIO OBIIIA. HYFOBI/IL[BI pY6aI_HKI/I Ha rpyou



HATAHYJIUCE, GYJ:[TO YeJIOBEK HAIIPOTUB Ha4daJl YBEJINYUBATLCA B Pa3Mepax.
—4d MOTY HUKYyIa He UOTH, — IIPEeOJIozKuia 4, C HageXOol 3aTauBIINCh.

— Eme gero! — PSABKHYI OH, 6pOCI/IB Ha ME€Hs B3rJidd, OT KOTOPOIr'o 3aX0TEeJIOCh COeJsiaTh IIar Ha3an 1’
OIIyCTHUTH I'JiIa3a. Ho g sToro He coemnana U3 IIPpUHIHUIIA. — TonpKO HageHb KOE-4To...

Jluctuku, candeTKy, UBETH B Ba3e — BCe B3JIETEJIO B BO3AYX, a IIOTOM yIIajio Ha moJj, korma Kpoydopn 3a
CEKyHIYy CXOOuja K TPIOMO M 00paTHO. MyKYnHa MPOTSIHYJI MHE KpacHYI0 6apxaTHyIi0 KOPOOOUKY U, He
OOXKHUOASICh, [IOKA ST CaMa ee OTKPOIo, MOCTal OTTyNa YepHHIH 6apXaTHLIM YOKep C TPOMAaJHLIM CBHCAIOIITUM
KaMHEeM.

— 9T0 06s3aTenbHO! — yTOUHMUI AJIEeKC, JaBas IIOHAThH, YTO OTKa3aTh s He MOTYy.

Ceropnas 3a pynem 6b11 cam Anekc Kpoydopa, 4To momyepkuBasio BaKHOCTb Meponpusitusi. U mycTs Hac
COIIPOBOZK/AJIO LIeJIbIX YETHIPEe MAlIMHEI OXPaHbl, aibda Bce paBHO HepBHUYaI. Korga aBTo MpPUTOPMO3UIIO
Ha cBeTodope, OH OLICTPO TJITHYJI Ha MEHS, TPOBEPSIS HaJIMYKe MOJapeHHOTr0 UM YKpaIlleHus.

— He cuuMaTh, — B KOTOPHIM pa3 PSABKHYJ OH, 3aCTaBJisAs B3APOTHYTh U BXKAThCS B cufeHue. — Jlajieko oT
MeHS He oTxoou. MHoOro He neli. He pearupyil Ha IpOBOKaluu.

— ITpoBOKauMM? — BOMMPOCUTEJIFHO U30THYB OPOBB, 51 HANPATiack. UTO TaM 3a APy3bsi TAKUE?

— 51 mepebupato BCce BO3MOXKHBIE BAPUAHTHI U ITOATOTABIUBA0 TeOs K HUM, — 60jiee CIIOKOWHO IIPOTSIHY I
MyXX4YHHa, BOAaBIUBas Iefaiab ras3a.

3a BpeMs nmoe3nku A pemwnna, 4To Kpoydopn npocTo HanpsizkeH epeq BaXKHEIM coObITeM. HaBepHsika B
Mupe o00poTHEelH opUIInaIbHOE 3HaKOMCTBO C UCTHHHOM HAllOMUHAET HeYTO BPOOe WHAyTypaluu
npe3ugeHTa. Beob ygocTauBaeTCs 9TOU «4eCTHU» He KaXKOBH. [laXke eClIu 3TO Tak, TO IIPOBOKAIIUU
OEeMCTBUTEIBLHO CTOUT OXKMUIaTh. BpsAm Iy KOMYy-TO U3 OPYTrUX CTall BHITOAEH HacJIeIHUK AjleKkca
Kpoydopza...

Me}K,uy TeM MEHsI BOPYT OCEHHUJI ellle OOUH He MaJIOBaKHBIN (I)aKT:

— T®I TOBOPUII, UTO OPyrue 060POTHHU XOPOIIIO YYBCTBYIO 3allaXxy, — OCTOPOXKHO Haydana s, U3-T0f PECHUI]
IIpoCiIeuB 3a TeM, KakK AJleKC o TpeckKa KOXKU cxKaJl pyJib U 3ackpunen 3ybamu. — Buepa... Tsl xoTen
OCTaBUTh Ha MHE CBOM 3amax, Tak? YToObl Apyrue 000POTHU OBITYM YBEPEHHI, YTO MEI... OITU3KM?

OTa MBIC/Ib Ka3ajlaCh MHEe YKaCHOU, IIOKUPYIOIer, IopaXxKalomled Co3HaHue, HO... OYEeHb B fiyXe
obGopoTHeli. TONBKO OHU [eflajy BCe M0 KaHOHAM U Ha IIoKa3. TOJIbKO 3BepPh OCTABIISIET Ha CaMKe CBOM
3amax, mabbl Apyrue caMIlbl 1 HOCa He CYHYIIH.

[Toep3aB Ha MecCTe, ST HACyIIMjiach U OTBEPHYJIach K OKHY. Kpoydopa HuYero He OTBETHII, U S paclleHusa
ero Moji4aHue KaK 'POMKOe CoTJjlacue.

Ha nopbe3ne K moMecTbio HAC BCTPETUJI OTPOMHEIN IIOCT OXpaHbl, KOTOpas JOTOLIHO OCMOTpeJia MalluHH U
Hamy nacrnopra. TonbKo mocie Gelc-KOHTPOIS KaXKIoro U3 YJIeHOB CTau HAC 3allyCTUIIM Ha I'POMafHYIO0
TEPPUTOPHUIO YACTHOTO ITapKa.

— A roe ooMm?

3a r'yCTBIMH 3apOCHISIMHU ITPOTIIsIObEIBaIach TUIIL HeOobIinast 6ecemka. Y OombIie HU4Yero. ByoTo Mut
3aexanu B riIyxoi nec. ['ycToi, TeMHEIM, TauHCTBEHHEIN. ..

— OTO0 mmoMecThe anbdbl COCEOHUX 3eMellb. B ero uHTEpecax OBIJIO 3aMpsTaTh JOM KakK MOXKHO HJaJjIbIlle OT
Hac, — (PBIPKHYJ MyKYWHA, KOTOPOMY SIBHO ITOJIBCTHUJI TaKOM AOTOIIHEIM MOCMOTP. — BouTcsi. U
MTPaBUJILHO OesaeT...

— V¥V Hero TOJIbKO OOHA XeHa? — gorafajiach S.

— Ux naTh, — omaparmui MeHs AJIeKC, HeIOBOJIPHO KaUHyB T'0JI0BOM. — W HM OIHOW MCTUHHOM, €CJIU ThI
00 aToM, Pyou.

— Oy, — Mou TJ1a3a CTaj| II0 IIATh KOIeekK, KOrda B3Iy OTKPHIJICS I'POMaOHBIN 3aMOK 3Taxel Ha MSTh.
[lepenHss maHe b ObIIAa BHITOTHEHA U3 JIUTOTO 30JI0Ta M KPUCTAJIOB. BHITIsIesno Bce Tak, OyATO KU
3mech apabCKU IIelX Co CBOel CBUTOM. — HM... TaK MOXKHO?

— TTozep, — AneKc 3aKaTHJI T'1a3a, COBCEM He OIeHUB yOPAaHCTBO lOMa U AECSATh TOPHUUHBIX, KOTOPHIE
BBICTPOUJIKCEH B Psif OJIST HAIlero MPUBeTCTBUs. Ha HuX OBLIM HafeThl 30JI0ThIE PSICH, a Ha IT030JI0YeHHEIX
MTOJHOCAX PacIiojlaraanuch OyTepOPOIEl C YepHOM UKPOUM. — B KaxX[oi cTae ecTh CBOI BOXKaK U IIpaBuUia
HEeMHOTO OTJINYal0TCs. B 0CHOBHOM IIPHUBETCTBYETCS TOJILKO [BE 2KEHEI, KaK y Hac. TyT... HCKIIIOYeHHe.



MEI OCTaHOBUJIUCH Y CAMOT0 BXOfla, HO anbda He CIetInI BeXoauTh. OH COLIypU rjia3a, BHUMAaTEIbHO
BCMAaTPUBASCh B IIPO3PAavYHYIO OABEPD, 33 KOTOPOH 5 C TPYOOM CMOTJIa Pa3TIsIOeTh CUIYy3T MyKUNHHI.
HaBepHsika Anekc Bupes ero o4eHb Jaxke XOPOIIIO.

— Bynp pssooM, — Hamoclenok Opocut AmeKc, KOraa OOWH U3 OXPAaHHUKOB OTKPHII [JIsT MEHs OBePb. ET0
ropsiyas LieplIaBas JlaqOHb HaKphIJa MO0, HO 5 TYT Ke OfiepHyJla PYKy, UcIyTraBiuch. Ceppre 3abuiocs
OBICTpPEE, B TOJIOBE 3acCTyy4all mybkc, a Kpoydopn u 6poBbio He moBen. OH BHITIISAAEN TaK, OyaTo codupaeTcs
Ha 00, a He OpyxKeckuit o0en. — [lajeko He OTXOMOH.

— Kak ckaxelllb, — oBeJa IjaeYaMH 5, BEIXons. — He 3a0ymb, YTO S 371eCh He 10 JOOPOTe OYIIeBHOM.

Peak1iiuio MyK4YMHB YBUOETh MHE He [JOBEJIOCH, TaK KaK s CTYIUIa Ha KaMEHHYIO KJIaAgKy, II03BOJISAS
XOJIOOHOMY BETPY CJIETKA pacTperaTh Npudecky. Ha MeHs Tojima cpearupoBaja CKpoMHO. Bce oxupganu
Amnekca. M Korga TOT OKa3aJiCs PSIOM, IIOCIIBIIIAINCh COTHY IIPUBETCTBUM U ITOKETAHUH.

— OrtBepaiite, anbda, — CTpenbHYyIa I'JTa3KaMy B HETO OfHA U3 TOPHUYHEBIX, TPOTSIHYB MyKYWHE HEYTO
Hanono6ue MapIoTKU. AJIEKC ITOJIOKUII CBOI0 PYKY Ha MOIO TaJIUIO U, KPeNnKo cxkaB 6epo, 4eTKO Han
TIOHSITh, YTO UATH MHE CTOUT PSIIOM.

CrmycTs HeKoTopoe BpeMsi ¢opMasibHOCTH Oblniu cobmioneHntl. Torga Kpoydopm cruesnarn elre OquH Inar B
CTOPOHY [IOMa, HO ero OKJIUKHYJ PoMaH. YOUBUTEIbHO, HO Telleph IIPHUCYTCTBHE 3TOT0 YeJioBeKa OBIIOo
COBEPIIIEHHO HEe OIIYTUMEIM.

— Po0, JTrouc 1 Knapk ugyT ¢ HaMu, — CTPOro OTpe3an anbkda, a 1 YeTKO Mpociaenusna, Kak PomaH
HEeIOBOJIBHO TIOM2KaJl TyObkl. — THI C OCTAIbHBIMU XKOEIITh CHAPYKH.

— Ho Begp... — monsITancsa MIrko BO3PA3UTh HAaYAaJIbHUK OXPAHEBI, HO BBEIIIJIO C IIOYTHU ABHBIM HAIIOPOM.

— Xodyelb BO3Pa3uTh? — IPUIIOAHSI 6poBb Kpoydopa 1, Korga He mOTydYusI OTBETA, €XUIHO YCMEXHYJICS.
M&I moniu BHYTPh IOMeIIeHus1, a PoMaH ocTasncs CHapyXKu.

S mpocnenuna 3a TeM, Kak MyXX4YKWHa He[JOBOILHO MTEPEMUHAETCS Ha MeCTe, KPeImKo ckaB pyKu. Ero
COLIYyPEeHHBIN B3I ObUI YCTPEMIJIEH B IIYCTOTY, Ha ajibdy OH CMOTPETH 60syicsa. XOTS U MyKYHUHA
OyKBa/JIbHO YHU3HUII €TI0 IIPU OPYyTro# oxpaHe. He TpymHO GBIIO AOTAmaThCs, TOUYEMY STO ITPOU3OIILIO. ..

YeMm 61uKe MBI OKAa3BEIBAIUCh K OBeEpHU, TeM CHUJIbHEE JIadOHb Anekca cxkumasnach Ha Moel tanuu. OH
IPUTATHBAJI MEHS BCe OrmuxKe u 6J'II/I}K6, AOBIIIAaTh 1 UOTHU CTaHOBHUJIOCH HEBEIHOCHUMO TPYHOHO. 4 mombiTanach
OCTOPO2KHO OTCTPAHUTCSA, HO HUYET O He BHIIIJIO.

— Hoporoit Anekc! — OBOpEUKUM OTKPBLI ABEPH, @ Ha OPOTe Hac yxKe KAajl BEICOKUM MOIITHEBIN OJIOHOUH C
TYCTHIMU OJIMHHBIMU KyApsiMu. Typelkue 4epThl U OeJIbli KOXKAaHBIW KOCTIOM JaBajid CTPAHHOE COYeTaHue.
A TakKe CJIOKHO OBIJIO YIIYCTUTDL U3 BHUMAaHUS TPOMaAHbIe KOJIbIla Ha KaXKIOM ITajiblle, TPOMO3OKHE LIETH,
Cepwru U 3010THE 3y0bl. — CKONBKO JieT? CKOTBKO 3UM?

— OKOJIO mecsiTH, — XMBIKHYJI MyKYUHA, IOKUMas Opyry pPyky. [louemy mMHe Ka3anock, uTo Kpoydopn
OBLTI TOTOB He BUIETh XO3sMHA Beuepa ellle CTOJIbKO XKe.

— A roe xe TBost oporas Crioku? CTpaHHO, YTO €€ HEeT... — XMBIKHYJI OJIOHINH, OCMaTpPUBasi MEHS C HOT
oo Toy10BEl. OT TPSI3HOTO, JIMIIKOTO ¥ IIOXOTJIMBOTO B3TJISIA, OLIEHUBIIIETO KaXKObIH CAHTUMETP OTKPHITOH
KOXKU, MHE XOTeI0Ch 3aKPHIThCS TTOKPHIBaroM. Ho, caenas miar Ha3af, s JUIIb HaTSHYJIa CBETCKYIO
0€39MOIMOHAJIEHYIO YIIBIOKY.

— OHa B 0TBE3[]e, — XMBIKHYJI AJIEKC JJOCTATOYHO CIIOKOMHO, HO PyKa ero Ha MOe¥ TaJIiy CXKajach elle
CUTIbHEE.

— CTpaHHO, — IIOOMETHUI X035IMH. — [TloyeMy Ke TorHa s YYBCTBYIO Ha TBOEM MUAXKAKE €€ ClIafleHbKUH
apoMat? MwMM... Hu c yeMm He cnyTaelis! — 3aMepes, s OLIyTUIa, KaK CepAlie MeOJIeHHO yIaio B ISITKH.
I'nsHyB Ha AJleKca, S 3aMeTHulia, KaK TOT PaBHOMOYIITHO IT0KaJl IjiedaMu, HeCKaTh, IOHSATHUS He UMel0, a
XO35IMH Beuepa MePeKITIoYnics Ha MeHs1. ByKBaJIbHO caM BHIXBATHJI MOIO JIafOHDb M CJIMIIKOM YK YCEPOHO
OCTaBWJI HA HEW CBOU CHIIOHSBBIM 3acoc. Boockl Ha Tene cTanu ABI60M OT OMEP3eHUs, KOTOPOe C TPYAOM
yIaBaJioCh CKpPLIBaTh. — [IPUSTHO ITO3HAKOMUTHLCSI, MHUJIAA. ..

— Py06u, — momor eMy AJjieKC, C3KaB YeIIIOCTH. YBepeHa, Moe uMsi OBIJIO CKa3aHO He pas.

— 4 anbda cocemgHUX 3eMeJib Balllero Myzka, Apatil AuabsiH. M pa3 Bbl HAKOHEI-TO IOTald KO MHE B IOM,
ofelllaio, CErOmHANIHUM Beuep OyneT He3abkIBaeMbIM, — KJISTBEHHO IToo0Oela OH, IPULIYPHUB CBOU
CTaJIbHBIE TJla3a U IIPOXKUTas MeHs B YIIOP. BEIJIO HeUTO ragkoe U HefOCTOMHOE B KaXKAOM €0 OBUXKEHUH,
¢paze, Barname... [ToroMmy oTBedasi, st HM KAk He coBpaa:

— VBepeHa, Tak u Oymer.



Aparn ynb0HyJICS, OyATO MOM OTBET €T0 IIOPafioBall, 3aTeM TeaTpaibHO BEITSIHYJI PYKY Ha3all, IpUrjalias
HacC IPOUTH II0 IIMHHOMY KOPHUIOPY, YKPAIIeHHOMY 30JI0TOM, 3epKajlaMH U YCTEJIEHHOMY KPaCHOU
OOPOXKKOMU.

— HUpeMTe, MO3HAKOMIIIO C OCTAJILHBIMHU XKeHaMu. M rocTsiMI, eCTeCTBEHHO.



I'maBa 15

CTosoBasi B moMe Apaina 00JibIlle HalloOMHHaa TPOHHEBIM 3a. M MHe IToYeMy-TO Ka3aj0oCh, YTO OHa OYEHb
YeTKO OTpakaja XapakTep Biiazesblia: nmapocHEIe MpaMOpPHBIE KOJIOHHEI, KOTOPEIe 00BUBAIN 30JI0TEHIE
JINCTBSI C BKPAIUIEHUSIMU OParoleHHBIX KaMHel; 00eleHHEINW CTO/I ObUI €0UHBIM KYyCKOM IParoleHHOT 0
KaMHs, a CTOMJI, HaBEPHOE, CTOJIBKO XKe, CKOJIBKO U BECh JJOM; MHOXKECTBO BUTPAXKHHEIX 3epKaJjl, CTPaHHOH
Mmebeny; maxke 000K OKa3aIKCh CHeJlaHbl U3 YHUCTOTO I1eJika C BKpPalJIeHUSIMU KPUCTAaJIOB.

— Anexc Kpoydopn npulbbi CoO CBOe#M UCTUHHOM! — IPEeOCTaBUII HAC MyKYWHA, OTBJIEKAs OT U3y4YEeHUS
KOMHATHI. 4 ckKama 3yOnl, HO He Iofajia BUAY, KaK CUJIbHO OOMIHO 3By4YasIu ero cjoBa. HukKoro Bemb He
WHTEepecoBaJjla Moe UMs, IpaBaa? Bcero nuillk MHKy6aTOP, a U TOJIBKO!

3a CTOIOM CHAEJIO IIecTepo MyK4YuH. Bce, KpoMe 0HOTO0, OLIIM 3HAYUTENLHO cTapiine AJIeKca, HO TOYHBIN
BO3PAcCT yrafiaTh OBIJIO CIIOXKHO. OHU BIIETTUIIUCH B MEHS JTIOOOTBITHHIM B3TJISIIOM, CITOBHO B KYCOK Msica, a
s OTBEPHY/ACh B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY... BEimepxkaTh Hamop ogHoro Kpoydopmoa GbII0 HEBEIHOCHMO, a TYT
cpasy ¥ CTOJIBKO...

Ho nyu4ime 611 1 HEe mOBOpaYMBaiach. YBUIeHHOe OyKBaJIbHO BHIOMJIO MEHSI M3 KOJIEW Ha [ONTYI0 MUHYTY, a
Ha JIUIle HaBEePHsKa MOSBUJIOCH BEIPAXKEHUS ITOJTHOTO HEJOYMEHUS OT Mporcxoasamero. Ha rpomagaom
TYPEeLKOM HU3KOM AUBaHe C COTHEM MOOYyIIeK CUOEJIO IATh AeBYIIeK HeOecHOM KpacoTrl. Kaxkmast 3 HUX
obJlafiana CBOeH M3IOMUHKOM, 3aBopaxkuBana... M Kaxmas u3 Hux Obiia 6epeMeHHa. A elle C YOKepoM Ha
Iee.

$1 MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOTSHYJIACh JIAJOHBIO0 K CBOEMY KPAIIIeHHUI0, OHO OYKBaJIbHO HAYaJIO IPOXUTaTh MHE
K0Xy. Ho 6GBICTpO OfiepHYyIa PyKy, Koraa Apail AWAEH BCTaBUJI CBOM IISITh KOIIEEK:

— ITo3HakoMbCST ¢ MouMU XeHamu: Kamuna, JItocu, TatbsiHa, MaxmyT u 30pns.

IleByIIKe HaOMEHHO YJILIOHYIIHCD, TIOKa3kIBast BCe NyYINe YePTH CBOET0 Hapoda B aOCOIIOTHOM KpacoTe.
He mHe, Anekcy. { 6vly1a HEeBUOAUMKOM TIPHU ajibdhe.

— OueHb IPUSATHO, — IIOJIaJia TOJIOC s, He JKejlasi HaXOOUTLCS B TeHU. Pa3 si TyT, TO He CTaHy MUPUTHLCS C
OTHOIIIEHHEM, KaK II0JI0BOM TpsamKe. U Bce XKe, He yIepKaBIIKCh, KAK MOXKHO OOOpoxKenaTenbHee
U3yMHUIaCh: — YOUBUTENbHOE COBIAIEHNE, YTO BCE BalllM XKEHBI OEpEMEHHHI.

U nycTh CpoK OB pa3HbIM: JKUBOTUKHU OBLIM TO €1Ba BUOHEI, TO IBHO TOBOPUJIM O CKOPHIX popax... Ho
mpeayrafaTh Bedb MO00HOE TPAKTUYECKU HEBO3MOXKHO!

MeHs 0XXUBUJI IBHBIM CMeX. My KYHWHBI 3a CTOJIOM XOXOTaJll YTO €CTh MOYH, I/ Ha MEHs, CJIOBHO Ha
OEeTCKYIO0 HETIOCPEeACTBEHHOCTD. Apalll AUOLIH K€ IIPOCTO 3aJIMBAJICA CMEXO0M, TTOXJIONBIBASA CBOM KPYTIIBIH
KUBOT. 51 He MOHsIA, B YeM IPUYHHA, ¥ HCKoca mocMoTpesa Ha Kpoydbopaa. OH Moyidan u Toxke
BHUMATEIILHO Pa3TIsiObIBajl OeBYIIEK, MMeHa KOTOPHIX S MOYTH CPa3y BHIKMHYIIA U3 TaMSATH.

— TBos1 PyOu mpoCTO BEJIMKOJIEITHA, OPOTOM APYT! — BRITUPAs CJIE3BI CMeXa, BOCKJIMKHYJI Aparil.

— OHa YyeJ0BeK, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUJI MyK4YMHA, YIEIOHYBIIKUCE. [Ipu 9TOM ri1a3a Kpoydopaa
ITPOIOJIKaK OBITh aOCOMIOTHO NegssHbIMU. — CaenaiTe m0o6JIaxkKKy Ha IIPOHUCXOXKIOEHUE.

— Munas Pybu, — eneliHO IIPOTSHYJI CaMbIM CTapIINY MyKYHWHA CTOJIOM, SIBHO KeJjiast 06paTuTh Ha cebst
Moe BHUMaHUe. M cHOBa IIOXOTJIUBEIE I'Jla3a 00N1M3any KaXKIoylo MO0 KOCTOYKY. — 3aueM Ke fepxKaTh IIpu
cebe mycTyio cyky? Kakas oT Hee 1mojip3a?

CroBa ero He cpas3y OOIUIM O MO3Ta, a II0CJie CHOBAa U CHOBA IIOBTOPSJIUCH, OyOTO 3ae3KeHHas IIJIaCTUHA.
9TOT HE3HAKOMBIN MHE 000pOTEeHb OYKBaJIbHO OMHUM BOIIPOCOM O3BYYMJI MHEHUE O KeHIWHaX. Y oHO
BBI3BIBAJIO HE TOJIBKO M37KOTY, HEHABUCTh U MPEe3peHHe, a ellle U JKejlaHue BBIJIUTh eMy Ha TOJIOBY
CTAaKaHYUK TOPSYEro MeTasiia.

— Ho Bepp 1mmo BammM IIpaBuiaM 3abepeMeHeTh MOXKeT TOJILKO UCTUHHANA, — MPOIOIXKUIIa CBOIM HATIOoP 4,
mesiasi BU, YTO MEHSI COBEPIIEHHO He 3a[eJI IIPOoIIIbie cioBa. Eciu y4ecTs, 4TO AIeKC MOTYHUT, 3HAYHUT,
OH MaeT MHe HerJlacHoe ITPaBo 3aJlaBaTh BOIIPOCHI.

— IIpaBunbHO, — KUBHYN Apailil, — Ho CyIIecTByIOT HEKOTOPhIE CPeACTBa, O3BONSIOIINEe 00MaHyTh
npupony. He mymaro, 94To OCTOMHO TOBOPUTH O HUX 3a CTOioM. Ho eciu Baire 1i060TBITCTBO BEJIMKO, MOTY
00BSICHUTH BCE HaeOUHE B MEJIbYANIINX ITOAPOOHOCTSIX.

— U Bce paBHO YHUCTOM KPOBBIO SIBISIOTCS TOJIBKO 3a4aThle OT UCTUHHOMN. A 3TU... — CTApUK
IpeHeOpeRUTENIFHO KUBHYJI Ha 6epeMeHHEIX KpacaBull, a TeM OBLIIO I'TyOOKO IJIeBaTh. —
[IpoTrBOECTECTBEHHBIE OMIMOKK IPUPOIE. Bynb y HalIuxX My>K4YWH OOJIbIIIE IITAHCOB HAWTU UCTUHHYIO U
POIUTH HacjlemHUKa, MBI OBl He IIpuberany K TaKUM IIOCTBIAHEIM MeTOIaM.

4 uckpeHHe Hapesach, YTO Apallly He IIOHPABUTCS TaKOe OTHOIIIeHUe K ero OyayIuM OeTsIM U OH



IIOCTaBUT Ha MecTo crapuka. Ho kak Obl He Tak! OH IUIIL COTJIACHO KMBHYJI, TJISHYB Ha XKeH, KaK Ha
IyliedYHoe MsIco. M TyT B MO€U T'0JIOBE CIOXKUIICS ma3Jt!

— OTO He IepBHE Bl XKEHHI, TaK? — IIPEeAIoIoXkKuiIa 1.

— He II€PBLEIE€, — OTBETHUIJI 3a X03sdMHa Be4depa Amnexkc, IIOOTOJIKHYB ME€H4 K CTOJIy, TeM CaMbIM HaMe€Kasi, 9YTO
XBATHUT CTOSATH IIOCPEOU 3ajia U IIPHUBJIEKATh BHUMaHKWE BCEX BOKPYT.

— BHI... paccTaeTecs, — IPUKYCHUB S3LIK, 1 YyTh HE CKA3aJla «BEIKUOBIBAETE UX», — C HUMH II0CIIEe
poxXaeHus pebeHKa?

— A 3a4yeM OHU MHE? — TOIXKal IeYyaMyu AUIBIH, KOTOPOTO COBEPIIEHHO HE 3a/ieBajid MOU BOITPOCHI.
HampoTus, onu 6ynTo 3aBomuiu ero, ObUIK TJIOTKOM agpeHaimHa. Bpsim mu oH roe-To BUAEN Takyo 60p3yio
pabrIHIO-MHKYOaTOp paHee. — Bce mpexkHuMe OeTH POOUIINCHL MePTBLIMHU. Ho Hamexkaa HUKOTa He
ymupaert... He BceM Befb Be3eT Tak, Kak Arnekcy. [Ipasna, moporoi opyr?

— HpaBua, — 2KEeCTKO 0Tpe3all Anekc, oTogBuUras OJjiss MeHs CTYJI ¥ I1I03BOJIsAsA CECTh BO I'JlaBe CTOJIa. Kak
MOZKHO OaJibIllie OT APYTUX TOCTEMN.

— Py0Ou mydiie oTpaBUTHCSA K HAIIUM JKeHaM, — HAaCTOSITEIbHO IIPOTSHYJI CTapuK, COITypuB ria3a. OH
SIBHO He 0go0psiI TOT GaKT, YTO AeBYIIKa OyOeT CUOETh 3a OOHUM CTOJIOM C MyX4YMHaMHu. — TaM ee yxe
3aXKIaIKUCh.

— Hert, — oTpe3an Alekc KakK HH B 4eM He OBIBAJIO U CeJI PSIIOM CO MHOI. B KOMHaTe BO3HUKIIO I'Pob0BOe
monuanue. OHO Ka3a/IoCh HACTONMBKO TSIXKEJIBIM, UTO s B2Kaslach B CTyN, 00SICh CHenaTh JTUIIHUY BOoX. Cynos
mo BceMy, certyac Kpoydopa HapymIua Kakoe-To 04eHb BaKHO€E IIPABUIIO, ¥ YePT 3HAET, YTO 3TO 3a Co0oM
noHecet! — PyOu Mo0s1 XKeHa u OyOeT CUJETh TyT.

— AJrekc, — IpoOpHYall CKBO3b 3y0Obl Apalll, Cy3uB Ijla3a 40 HeBO3MOXKHOCTHU CUJIbHO. Celiuac oH OoJIbIIe
HaIlOMHUHAI 3100HYI0 CBHHBIO, YeM ajibPy OOHOM u3 cTah. — TH U Tak yixKe...

— AunbIH! — PSIBKHYJ CTAapHK, IIpephiBas pedyb Apaima. Cyas mo TOHOPY ¥ TOMY, KaK 3aTHXald BCe BOKPYT,
OH OBII CAMEIM CTQpPHIM U yBaxKaeMbIM. — Pa3Be ThI He BUOMIIL? AJIEKC TOJIBKO HAIlleJI CBOI0 MCTUHHYIO.
[IpencraBsy, Kak TSKeJ0 OTIYCTUTH BCe ellle He OepeMeHHYI0 caMKy faneko? CrenaeM oOIaxkKy...
CeromHs.

Y omsTh TUIIMHA CcTasia KOJIOM, 3BeHs B yiiax. 4 nocMmoTpena Ha Kpoydopzma, cBepisiiero B3risagoM
ansdy mpyro# cram. AleKC TOYHO He coOMpasICs YCTYIaTh U BRITJIAOEN KaK XO35UH CUTyanuu. 4 3Hana —
OH TOYHO He OTCTYIIUT.

U nycts Kpoydopa He X0Ousl ¢ 30JI0TBIM IEPCTHEM Ha KaK[IOM IIajiblie, He KU1 B 6€3yMHO TOPOTOM
3aMKe, HO... ero OyATo yBaxkanu Oonbire. S HyTpoM omlymiana, Kak OIeTUHUBAIOTCS B3POCIIble MYKYUHEI
PSIIOM C HUM, KaK IIBITAIOTCSI YTOOUTh... [laxke CTapUK CMOTPEJ Ha HEeTO C YBaXKeHHUeM, KakK Ha pPaBHOTO. A
BOT [0 Apallla OH CJIOBHO HUCXOOMJI, KaK OO0 IIKOAJIMBOI'0 MJIQIIIero ChIHA.

Hakoren-to MHe IIpenCcTaBUIN OPYyrUX My>XXK4YUH. Bce OHU OKa3a/IiCh X03s1€BaMU OPYTUX BOJIYUX KJIaHOB,
IprexaBlINX u3ganeka, KpoMe ogHoro. MyxX4nHa, KOTOPBIY H3Ha4YaIbHO Ka3ajICsa MHE CaMbIM MOJIOOBIM,
ORITT CEIHOM CTapuKa JkKoHa — MTaHoM.

— IIaTbcoT neT — 9To Tebe He UIyTKU, Munas Py6u, — mogMuruys MHe [IKOH, KOT[a s IOOMeTHIIa, Kak
XOPOIIO OH BHIIIAOUT. Ha caMoM fese mpocTo XKejlajla y3HaTh eIo BO3pacT, a ceruac HepBHO XBaTalla

pPTOM BO3[IyX, He MOHUMas, KaK IIOHATh 3TO U IIOBEPUTH B 3Ty UHGOpPMAINio. — 1 BCTPEeTUI UCTUHHYIO U
II0CJIEe 9TOI'0 CTAHOBUJICS BCE MOJIOXKE U MOJIOXKE IOeHb 0TO OHSA. Ta 3Ke IpeKpacHas y4acThb XAeT U Tels.

— Ho Begpb BeyHas XXU3Hb... — 5 IOCMOTpPEJIa Ha CBOIO JIaOHb, TPECTaBUB, YTO OHA Oy[eT BHITJISIIETh
TOYHO TakK ke OnuzKaiime coTHH neT. YyBcTBa 3dopuu He BO3HUKIIO0. CKOpee BCETO, IIOTOMY, YTO 3TH
TOIH! 51 BEIHY2KIeHa Oyny IpoBecTy psanoM ¢ KpoydopmoM. — ITo Tak IPyCTHO. ITO CJIOBHO €CTh JII0OUMOe
011010 C yTpa U 0O HOYH — I[IepeHaCHIIaellbCs.

— 41 Bumesm MHOTO YMHPAIOIINX, — HECOTJIAaCHO MOoKavaJl rojioBoi [IKoH. — M HU OOWH U3 HUX HE XOTeJl
cmepTu. Tebe Bcerma OymeT Mario.

He xemast cioputs, s mozxkaja IjledyaMu U yasIOHyIack. Bpsim v y MeHsI eCTh IPaBO CIOPUTH, BO3MOXKHO, C
caMBIM CTaphIM 4YeJIOBEeKOM Ha Hainel mnaHete! M Bce Morno 651 3aKOHYUTLCS MUPHO, €cliu Obl Apaill He
3allenuiIcs 3a Moo ¢hpasy, BEIaB eXUOHO:

— Oy, cmoTpio ManeHbKass Py6u He 0co60 moBOJIEHA CBOMM HOBEIM CTaTycoM. [la, MOpOTro Apyr?

— YemoBeKy CJIOKHO MTEPECTPOUTHCS Ha HOBHIHM J1afi, — KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOWHee oTBeTu/ Kpoydopa, ckas



MO€ KOJIEHO 1104 CTOJIOM. HaBepHHKa 9TO 3HAYMUJIO: <<BYI[B IIOOCTOPO2KHEE CO CIIOBaAMU».

— Heykenmu TH He MOZKeIIb IaTh €l CTOJILKO MaTepPHalIbHEIX 0J1ar, CKOJIBKO IOTPebyeTCs Ot CHaCThsI? —
IIpofoJIzKasl IOoAJINBaTh Macja B OTOHb OJIOHIUH, CIIOBHO He 3aMedasi IIpefylpexkaaollero B3risina
Anekca. — Py0u, nepee3xkait B Mo# oM. TyT TeOsI TOYHO CMOTYT 00E€CII€YUTh.

— ToI mpeKpacHo 3Haemb, YTo cTasi Asiekca Kpoydopaa camast o6ecrieueHHasi, — yOapuB KyJIaKOM I10
CTOJly, 3aTKHYJI Apallla cTapyuk. Ho My>X4KHa pa3ollencsl CIUIIKOM CUIBHO II0C/e TPeX IIOJIHBIX
TyMOI€POB BUCKH, IIO3TOMY IIPOCTO ITOKa4aJsl I'0JIOBOM U IIPOIOJIKUIT:

— 3HauuT, geso B gpyroMm. Heyxkemnu AJIeKC He MOXKET YOOBJIETBOPUTH Te0S HA CYNIPYKECKOM JI0¥Ke?

Apam ANIEIH ellle He yCIlesl JOTOBOPUTH, a s y2Ke 3HaJjla, YTo Ha3peBaeT Oypsi. AJleKC BCKOYHUJII C MeCTa CO
CKOPOCTBIO CBETA U YK€ Yyepe3 MTHOBEHHE Oepikasl Apaillla Hall 3eMJIel 3a JlallKaHbl KOKAHOTO MUAXKaKa.
Bce BOKpyT MPOCTO CUAENIH U CMOTPEJIH, He XKejlasi BCTPEeBaTh B YYKYIO CCOPY, TOJBKO [I3KOH
HeogoOpPUTEIbHO MoKavasl TOJIOBOM ¥ OTBEPHYIICS, OYATO BUAEI YTO-TO MEP3KOE.

— Kaxkoe npaBo mMeents TE 6pocaTh MHe BEI30B? — 3apsrdan Kpoydops, 3acTaBiisiss HU3KUU PHIK 9X0M
pasnuThes 1o KoMHaTe. Y mycth Apain mpopmoszkan genaTh BUA, 4To Becenl 1 6e33abo0TeH, rae-To B
rJIyOMHKAX ero Ija3 s BuAesa cTpax. — Xodelb ToMepuThest cuion? IToxamyiicrta! S Bcerma rotos. U
TEPIUIIO TOJIBKO panu I>KOoHa.

— Ho Beqp st TOBOPIO TIPaBAY, — y2Ke C MEHBIIUM HAIIOPOM OTYEeKaHu 6JI0OHAWH, 6POCUB Ha MEHS
B3T1A4. — XOOAT CIyxy, 4To PyOu maBHO KUBET y TeOs, HO... BCe ellle He 6epeMeHHa. A BeIb 3a49aTue C
WCTUHHOW IPOMUCXOOUT MOYTH Ccpaldy. To ecTh mu6GO TH Bpellb, MH0O...

— XBaTtuT! — cHOBa PsIBKHYN [I2KOH, ia Tak, 4YTo OemHble OepeMeHHEIe NeBYIIKKY, KOTOPHIX UTHOPUPOBAJIA
BECh BeUep, 3aBU3KaJlH, a IIOCJIe ¥ BOBCE TMOMHSIJINCDH, T06eKaB BOH. — MHI COOpanuch Ha OPYKECKUH
obem. JInbo BEI pelllaeTe BCe MUPHO, MO0 Ha3HaYaeTe BCTPeuy B IPyroe BpeMs U B Ipyrom mecte. Ho
TIOMHUTE, TIOTOM MOETO PaCIIOIOKEHUS He XKIUTE.

Arnekc TonbKO coOpasics YTO-TO CKa3aTh, KaK IIOCTIHIIANI0Ch HaCTOMYUBOe IoKanirBanue. OKOJIO OgHOU
U3 OBeped CTossa BhICOKAs cTaTHas OpIOHEeTKa, KOTopas CMOTpesia UCKIIIOYUTENbHO Ha [I2KOoHa, U3 9ero s
CIejlana BEIBOM, YTO 9TO €r0 UCTHUHHAS.

— Mumnsiii, — JTaCKOBO HPOTSIHYJIa OHA, 3aBOpaXxKuBasi MITKUMHU HOTKaMu ronoca. — MoxkeTt, PyOu cTOUT-
TaK¥W MPHUCOEOWHUTLCS K HAIleW CKPOMHOM Tpare3e? 2KeHIWHaM He CTOUT BUAETh Pa300pPKU MyKYWH...

— WUpu, Pybu, — mpukazan Ajekc, UCHOIb3ys BHyIIeHue. ¢ Moria ero mo60opoTh, HO He cTana. ATMocdepa
BOKPYT HaKaJIWUIacCh [0 IIpefaesa, 1 MHEe COBEPIIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh ObITh 3aIeTOM PUKOIIETOM.

YouBUTENBHO, KaKMe TOJICTEIE CTEHEI CAejlai CTPOUTENN B 3ToM mome! ByKkBasibHO 3a ABEPHIO
pacriojiarajia COBEPIIEHHO Apyras aTMocdepa: HUKaKuX KPUKOB 1 Pa3bopok! HexkHast KpeMoBasi KyXHS B
M3bICKAaHHOM cTuJie [TpoBaHca mO3BOIKIIa PACCIAbUTLCS U TOYYBCTBOBAThL Ce0OST YIOTHO.

XKena [I3k0oHa IpoOBeJia MEHS 3a CTOJI, TOe COOPaUCh XKEHBI IPYTUX YIEHOB cTau. Ux Ob110 60bIle, YeM
MYXXYHMH, ¥ Ha [TOJIOBUHE U3 HUX BUCEJ IIPECIIOBYTHIHM Y0oKep. bepeMeHHEBIX OeByIIeK Apailla He OBbII0, YTO
YOUBUTEJIBEHO.

— JlaBaiiTe MOTPUBETCTBYEM HOBOT'O YjJIeHA CEMbU, — C YILIOKOM MPOTSHYIA XKEHIIMHA, YKa3biBas Ha MEeHS
u obpaias Bceobiee BHUMaHue. — Pyou — ucturHas Anekca Kpoydopna!

IleByIIKY OTOPBAIUCH OT YTOIEHWH, BHUMATEIbHO OCMATPUBAs MEHS C TOJIOBHI OO MISAT JAOTOIITHBEIM
B3rnsmoM, OyaTo Ha BRICTABKe. 51 MHCTUHKTUBHO paclpaBuiia IIJIeYH, HO IIeKU ITpegaTeIbCKU MOKPaCHEeIH,
MMOTOMY KaK OflHa M3 IOCTeH 3acMesiiach:

— JIiocw, TH 3amyrana meBywky! Caguce, Munasi. Pacckaxu HaM Bce! — GploHeTKA BEHITIAAEIa MIaflle
KeHH [[7)KOHA, HO BCe PaBHO YOKEeP He HOCHIIA. 4 yXKe Hadaja AOTamblBaThCs, UTO 3TO TaKOi cebe
CBETCKUM aTpubyT, OTIMYAIONINH TI0OMMYIO XKeHY OT MHKy0aTopa, HO... pelunia He gyMaTh 00 aToM. IToka.

— Kpacasuiia, — MeuTaTenbHO B3[IOXHYJIa CUOAIIASA PSIAOM AeByIIKa. — JJeTKu OyOyT KPaCUBBIMU.
— AJleKC TOXe HHYero, Mexiy IIpOYuM, — BCTaBUJIa CBOM MSITh KOIIEEK OoUepenHas He3HAaKOMKa.

— a, — 3acMessiach OpoHeTKa. — AX, Kak ke noBe3jio Ceioku! IIpefcTaBisiio ee cyacTbe, KOTOa OHa
HAKOHEII-TO CMOXKeT ITofepKaTh CBOe OUTS Ha pyKax.

BCTpsIXHYBIIHUCH, 1 OYKBAIbHO BHIKMHYIIA U3 T'OJIOBLI BECh 9TOT 6€CCMBICIIEHHEBIN TPEIl, PEIllUB KakK BCerma
CIIPSTaTh CBOIO TOPMIOCTD U TIepeTepIeTh. A TTOTOM MOHsJIa: 3aueM? Bemb 13-3a MOel TEPITUMOCTH M TaKUX
e, KakK ¥ 51, 9Ta CTPaHHAasA «CypporaTHasi» TPAOUIIUs IPOMNOJIXKAeT CYIIeCTBOBATE.

CIioKUB PYKU Ha I'pyau, s OyATO 3apaHee co3pdasa ITUT OT KOJIKOCTeM, KOTOphle HaBepHsIKa OJETSAT B MO



agpec, u CIIOKOMHO OTYeKaHHua:

— IIpocTuTe, KOHEYHO, — MEBYIIKH 3a CTOJIOM 3aTUXJIH, ITepecTaB o6cykaaTh ChIOKK U ee TPeKpacHbIN
xapakTep. — Ho ¢ kako# ctatu Mmoero pebeHka OyneT BocnuTheiBaTh Chioku? Eciu s KOrga-To U penry
3aBECTH JIeTel, TO TOJILKO B JII0OBHU, COTJIACUU U OJIs ceOs.

— Ho Bepnb ecTh mpaBumna... — axHyja OgHA U3 IoCTel, IPUOTKPLIB POT OT yOUBJIeHUs. B ee rimasax 6110
CTOJIBKO HEIIOHMMAaHUs U PAaCTePSIHHOCTH, OyITO MOM CI0Ba He YKJIaABIBAJIUCh B €€ TOJIOBE.

— MI/IJ'IaH, — JIrocu B3sj1a MEHS 3a PYKY, JIaOOHBIO OCTaHABJIMBAs OPYIUX U IIPDHUKA3bIBAd 3aMO/I4YaThb. — ToI
He CoTJIacHa CO CBOel poibio? Anekc Mano o Tebe 3aboTutcs? [lam HemgoCTaTOYHO Oar?

Mouwu riia3a IOIMOJI3NHY Ha 11006 OT yAuBneHus. Kakue K uepTy O/1ara, eCiiv pedb UAeT O BOCTTUTAaHUHU
€OUHCTBEHHOT'O CYIIECTBA, CBI3aHHOTO CO MHOM IIJIOTHIO ¥ KPOBB?

— Motit pebeHOK OyneT Ha3bIBaTb MaMOM TOIBKO MeHs. I HET CyMMEI, CIIOCOOHOM U3MEHUTH MO€E

MHEeHHe, — OTpe3aa 5, MLITasiCh TOBOPUTH KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOWHEee U MUPOJII00uBee. BpoCcuB B3T/IA Ha
CULSIIIYIO PSIIOM OEBYIIKY C YOKEPOM, s 3aaia el 6e3yMHO BOJIHYIOIIUHM MeHSI BOIIPOC — A CKOJIBKO CTOUT
BaIla COBECTh?

OHa Tak ¥ He OTBeTUJIa, OTBeds B3rIsH. HUKTO U HUKOTOa He Mpu3HaJscs Obl, YTO OTHAsl CBoero pebeHkKa
OPYTHM TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTOOHI ITOTIa BCIO KU3Hb CHUMEeIa Ha MATKOM moayinke. M TeM He MeHee B KaXKOou U3
«BTOPBIX» KEH 5 YBUIENAa PACTEPSIHHOCTH IIOC/Ie TAaKOro Bomrpoca. M cTamo CTHIIHO M HEJIOBKO! 3TO
TOBOPUJIO JIUIIIb O TOM, YTO 37IPaBhIi CMBICII YIIIEJI HeJaleKo.

— Py6wu, meTka, — exugHO ynbIOHYJIach OPIOHETKA, UMEHU KOTOPOH s BCe elle He 3Hana. Ho BuITIAOena
OHa HAaCTPOEHHOM PelInTeIbHO U BOMHCTBEHHO. — 4 [ielalo CKUOKY Ha TBoe o0pa3oBaHue u
MIPOUCXOXKIOEHUE, HO XOTsI ObI TOCTapacs OyMaTh, YTO TOBOPHILb. PoouTh pebeHKa anbde — 3TO 4eCTh!
Kaxmas meByika Oblfla ObI CYaCT/IHMBA OKa3aThCs Ha TBOeM MecTe. THl lajke He IpeqCTaBselnh, Ha KaKue
VJIOBKM UOYT HAIX [EBYIIKU, YTOOHL. ..

— ... CtaTtp mHKy6aTOPOM? — M30THYJIa OOHY OPOBB 51, U OPIOHETKA OTMAXHYJIACh, CJIOBHO OT IOMIEYNHBI, —
Tonbko mapy MUHYT Ha3ap [I2KOH CKa3ajl MHe, YTO HET CMEICJIa B (KaK TaM TOYHO?) «IIYCTOU CyKe»?!
HNmeHHO 3a 9T0 6opioTcs aeByiiku? HeT! OHU MycKaloT BaM ITLUIBL B TJla3a obellfaHusIMu 6e30eIHOM XKU3HU,
4TOOBI BEH peajibHO HE OCO3HABAJIM ITOCTIeACTBUM. He moHUManu, 94T0 0TKa3bIBA€TECh OT 3MOPOBHIX
OTHOIIIEHUM, JTI00SIIEero MyKa U pebeHKa.

BpioHeTKa colllypuia rjiasa, BHUMaTeIbHO MeHs ocMaTpuBasi. CII0BHO BIIepBEIE YBUAENA [10-HaCTOAIeMYy !
ITocne wero noBepHyacs K JIrocu u BEIHEC]IA BEPOUKT:

— Ona CyMacuienIias.

[ToBKCJIO HEJIOBKOE MOJTUaHue, KOTOPOe COIPOBOXKIAIO0 MEHs BCerma U IOBCIONy. YKe MpuBkiKiIa! OnHa
meBOYKa C YoKepoM 6e33ByYHO XHHIKAlla B candeTKy, OpyTrue MPOoCTO PACCTPOEHO TSITUINCH TTepen coboii.
A BOT «m06MMEIE» XKEHEI METalIM MOJIHUK B MOIO CTOPOHY, Pa3gpaXKeHHO IIUIIS YTO-TO Hepa30opuuBoe
cebe mom HOC.

— YT0 Ke, — XJIOTIHYJIa B JIafiowmy JII0CH, HaTSIHYTO yNILOHYBIIMCE. — [To¥gy-Ka sT 3aBapio HaM elle 4alo,
4yTO cKaxeTe? PyOu, Muiasi, IOMOTH MHe, ITOXKaJyicTa!

HeBYI_HKa BCTajla M MMPOTAHYJIa MHE JIaJOHb, KMBas Ha COCEOHIOI0O KOMHATY. Barnsap ee ueTko TOBOPHII, YTO
oCTaBaThCA 30eCh MHEe He CTOUT. 4 U He XOTeJa, II03TOMY 6bICTpO BCTaJla Ha HOTU #, CO BCE€X CHUJI
COoepKHrBasi CBO€ 2XKeJlaHrue OTBETUTD 6pIOHeTO‘{Ke, 6HCTpO moiia Bcner 3a Jlrocu.

51 Ovlnma YBE€PEHa, KaK TOJIbBKO 3aKpOeTCs OBepPhb KYXHHU, TO JTrocm YCTPOUT MHE OOIIPOC C IIepEeMEHHBIM
IIPOMBIBaAHHEM MO3TOB. Ho ona Mom4a BK/IIOYHM/Ia YalHUK UM, HalleBas KaKYyIO-TO 3HAKOMYIO MEJIOOHUIO U3
PEeKIIaMBI maMHYHeﬁ, IDIPUHANIACh YKPpaAlIaTh YalllKXW OOJIbKaMU alleJIbChuHa U siOI0Ka.

— U 3TO BCe? — yOuMBIIEHHO IIPOTAHYJIa, HaOmMo#as 3a OT/IaKeHHBIMU U JOBEeIeHHBIMHU 10 aBTOMaTHu3Ma
OBUXKeHusIMU. JIT0OCH KamHyJla B YalllKy 3KCTPAKT JIMMOHA U HajbllaMy Pa30pBajia JIMCTUK MSITHL.

— O, — oTmaxHyJach oHa. — [loBeps, EeBYIIKN HAUOYT, Y4eM 3aHATHCSA 06e3 Hac. A MBI TYT CIIOKOHMHO
IIOCHUOUM, YTO CKaXKeIlhb?

— 91 He IPOTHB, HO... — PACTEPSBIINCH, I He HaIIlJla, YTO CPa3y CKa3aTh, a JII0CH 3allelniIach 3a MOoe
MOJTYaHue, yKa3as IMog00POIKOM Ha MUILIM OapXaTHBIA CTYIbYHK.

— IlpucaxwuBaiicsi. YBepeHa, HUYETO BKYCHee THI ellle He nuja! — mogMurays, JItocu 3anuina GpPyKTH
KHUIIITKOM, a B HO3[IPU yIapui IpeKpacHH 3anax GpyKTOBOTO das, JIUCThSI KOTOPOTO OT KUIIATKA
PacCKpLUTUCH B KPacUBHIM y30p. — Kak momnbemns, eme moragaeM. 3To BOIYUi OYKeT, OH IIPeICKa3kIBaeT
Oymy1iuee.



— Br1 Toxe OymeTe ragaTh? — yIBIOHYBIINCH KpPaelIKaMu I'y0, s1 IOYyBCTBOBasa ce6s 6oJiee CIIOKOWHO,
YeM BO BCEX OPYTUX KOMHATax. JIIOCH He IOXOMuIa Ha YeI0BeKa, HO U [0 IPyOBIX BOTYHUIL €if GBLIIO JaIeko.

— MHe yXke KaK-TO ¥ He UHTEPECHO, 3HAEIIb JI, — 3acMesjlach OHA M 3alpaBujia BRIOUMBIITMHUCS JTOKOH,
IMOOHOCS YalIllKy K rybam.

JIrocu pacckasarna MHe npo [I>xoHa. Kak BCcTpeTHia ero B CTOJI0BOM KPYITHOTO XonguHra. OHa Obljia OgHOM
U3 COTEH NPAKTUKAHTOK, a OH IIpuexall 3aK/JIoyaTh MHOTOMUJIJINOHHEIN KOHTPAaKT.

— ¢ BmroOuIack B HETO C IIEPBOTO B3IIAAa, — MeYTaTeIbHO IPOTSIHYJIa OHa, OIlePeB MOLO0POAOK Ha KyJlak
¥ YCTPEMUB MeYTaTeIbHBIN B3TJISA Ky[a-TO K IOTOJIKY. — OH TOXKe, Ka3anoch, OT MeHs 6e3 yMa, HO g Oblia
yBepeHa, 4TO PaHO UM NMO30HO [KOH HaurpaeTcs U IOMMET, YTO [AeBYIIeK JIydllle MeHs Py IPYOU.

— Korpa BbI y3Hanu npo Mup 060pOTHEN U IIPO TO, UTO SBISETECh UCTUHHONU? — 3aaja B 100 s, HoYyeMy-
TO PEeIIuB, YTO B HallleM pa3roBope ¢ JII0Cu HEeT CTECHEeHUS U 3alPETHHIX TEM.

— Korpa uepes Hepelno y3Hana, 4To 6epeMeHHa, [[K0H pacKphUI MHE IIPaBay, IoKa3al HCTUHHOE
06nyre, ¥ MBI CHITPAJIM OHIIIHYI0 cBagb0y. Kak Tonmbko poauiics MitaH, 1 OKOHYATEIJIFHO CTalla
ob6opoTHeM. TpaHchopMarius Oblsia 60I€3HEHHOM, HO ceryac s ollyIalo ceds jy4ile, — BHe3anHo JIrocu
BHUMATEJIFHO yCTaBUIACh IPSIMO Ha MeHs, OyaTo IbITasCch nomobpaTsh ciaoBa. O6IM3HYB I'yOH, OHa
IIOMOPINHJIach U OTBEJIa B3rJIsiA. — f1 MoHMMAaIo0 TBOe pacCTpoucTBo. He 3Har0, Kak Ol Tepekuiia Hajaudre
y I2KOHa BTOPOU XKEHHI...

— BrI eguHCTBEHHAA? — YOouBHUIJIaChb 5, BCIOMHUB, KaKUM 2KE€CTKUM OBIIT I[I2KOH B OTHOILIEHUU poiu
XKEHIIWHEBI B XKU3HU MYXKYHUHEI. OH-TO HaBE€pPHfKa MMeJlI He MeHee IIIeCTUu 6apHI_HeHB... ,]:[y'MaJ'IEl .

— EguHCcTBEHHAs XKeHa. Y>Ke MHOTO-MHOTO JIeT, — KMBHYJIA XKEHIIWHA, TI0CJIe Yero PaBHOIYIIIHO TT0BEJa
mnedyaMu. — 41 3Hal0, OH MHOTTA MTO3BOJIsAET cebe JIETKYI0 MHTPUKKY C KaKOM-HUOYOb IETKOOOCTYITHOMN
OeBUIlel, HO 9TO He UMeeT HUUero obIIero c Ji000Bbi0. DTO HE TO, UYTO MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh MEHS
HEpPBHUYATE.

Tema m3MeH Ovlnia [y MeHs Oole3HeHHOMU. £ UCKpeHHe He IIOHUMaJa, Kak JII004IeMy MyKYy MOXKeT
HACKy4HTh JKeHa, IIyCTh OHU B Opake x0Tk cTO jeT! Ho JItocu paccTpanBaTh He XOTEJIOCh, TAK YTO PelInia
IIPOCTO IIEPEBECTH TEMY:

— ¥V Bac TOIBKO OOUH PeOeHOK?

— O, HerT! llenwix gecsaTh, PyOu. 4 Tak pafa, YTO MBI CMOTJIM BEIPBAThCS B JIIOAU U CIUXHYTh UX Ha HSIHIO
XOTh Ha CYTKH, — 3aX0X0TaJjla OHA, XOTS B TIyOMHAaX XPYyCTAJIbHBIX TJIa3 S BUAENA TOCKY 10 meTsaM. — U Bce
Ke BEpPHEMCS K I'JTaBHOMY. ITaTpunus mpaBa: UMeTh pebeHKa OT ainbgbl — 94ecTh. OCOOEHHO OT TaKOro, Kak
Anexkc Kpoydopa. OH CUIbHBIN TPABUTENH MO CTaTh CBOUM HOTHUOIINM OTIy ¥ MaTepH. IIoBeps, sT 3HAI0
ero elne C IeJIeHOK U YBepeHa, HeT 60j1ee BePHOT0 ¥ TOCTOMHOT0 MYKYHUHEL. BO3MO2KHO, BOJTYMUI HPaB [JIs
TeOsI B HOBUHKY, HO U YEJIOBEYECKHUM MIJIs HEro TOXKE...

— JIrocu, mpoiry Bac... — pa3roBOp O TOM, KaKOU IIpPeKpPacHOU IlapTHUel IBJIsAeTCs AJIEKC, MEHS He
uHTepecoBas. CxKaB ajbllaMM YallleyKy 4as, 5 IIbITajlach KaK MOXKHO [OCTyIIHEe HAaMEKHYTh KEHITNHE,
4TO ropa 6kl 3aKOHYUTE 3TOT Pa3roBOP.

— ¢ He 3aKOHYMJIa, — KaYHyJia I'OJIOBOM OHA, MPOOJIXKasi CTPAHHBIM MOHOJIOT. — YBepeHa, BCTPETh OH
Tebs1 mo CblOKM, TH OBl CTajla ero eMUHCTBEHHOM, Bedb MaJlbYuK OgHOIt00. Ho XKU3Hb JTIOOUT IIyTUT.
[IpocTo mpuMu Kak ¢pakT aBe Bemu: ChIOKHM OH HUKOTa He OPOCUT U peGeHKa Thl eMy BCE PAaBHO POIUIIbD.
W BOT HcCx0ms U3 3TOT0 CTPOM CBOE AajibHeWIllee II0OBeJeHNeE.

— OTmath pebeHKa YyXKUM JIIOOAM? — MOMOPIIUIIACH S, 1 6€3yMHO BKYCHBIHM Yall BAPYT IIPEBPATHUIICS B
OTBPATUTENILHO KUCHHIN. — POOUTH OT YyKOT0 MY>KYMHBI?

— Bo-niepBEIX, He OT 4yzKoro. He MOry HOBepHUTE, YTO OH COBEPIIEHHO TeOe He HPaBUTCS. A BO-BTODHIX, HE
00s13aTeIbHO OTHaBaTh. TH Bedgb yMHas HeBouka, Pyou? [Ipunymaii nnan «B». Bynemns croBOpYKBOM THI,
Arnekc noiifeT TeOe HaBCTpPeuy.

— 3HAYNT, — IPEAIIoI0XKuia 1. — ECTh XOTh MaJIeHINuii IIIaHC, YTO HCTUHHAS MOXET BOCIUTHEIBATH CBOET0
peberKa caMa, a He OTHaBaTh HeKoi ChloKe?

JItocu nuinb 3arafgjo4HoO y'J'H:IﬁHYJ'IaCB, II02KaB IJIedYaMMt U JEMOHCTPATHUBHO Pa3BeOs PyKaMu. ITocne yero
3arjidHyJla MHe B YallIKy U Ka4YHYyJla TOJIOBOM:

— Hy yx uert. [le#t 6bicTpee. Tak MBI IorazfaTth He yCIeeM.

Kakoe-To Bpemst MbI ToBopuiH ¢ JIrocu Hu 0 yeM. O Belax, Tejieriepefadax, KOCMETUKE U laXkKe MOeu
MIPOIIIJIOH KU3HU. $1 TaK COCKYUMIACH IO OOBIYHBIM HETIPUHYKAEHHBIM OPY?KECKHUM Pa3roBOpaM, UTO faxKe
paccTpounach, Korfaa 4ai 3aKOHYHUJIICS.



— Ara! — BHIXBAaTHB MO0 HaIiky, JIlocu akKKypaTHO focTajyla U3HYTPU QPYKTHI U IIOJHECTIa EMKOCTh K JIUITY.
Ee B3rmsig cTanm cocpemoToYeHHBIM U nenkuM. — OX, TyT TaK MHOTO BCETo, Muas... HaBepHoe, MBI Kak-TO
He TaK 3aBapuiu 4au.

Bynyuu 3avHTPUTOBaHHOMH, s mopmolia K JItocu u ToXe 3arjsgHyla B 4alllKy, HO HU4ero IpuMeYaTesIbHOTO
He 3aMeTua.

— I'oBopuTe yke, 4TO TaM. ¢ Bce B IPeOBKYIIEHWH! — yCMeXHYy/Iach, HO XKeHIIMHA PafoCTHOM O0bIlle He
BeITIsiAena. CKopee Hao00POT, OJIEKION 1 I'PYCTHOM.

— CTpaHHO, BIIepBbLIE TaKOe BUXKY. JIUCThSI TTIOYEPHEIIH U TPOTHUMHN, — 6opMoTana cebe 1Mo HOC OHa. — A
9TU y30pBHL... FIX TaK MHOTO, ¥ BCE OHM TaKWe... — 3aMeTHUB MOU HaCTOPOXKEHHEBIN BUI, JIt0OCU pe3Ko
obopBasia camy cebs1 ¥ OTCTaBUIA YalIKy. — ITO Bce Opexn, Pyou. Yaii momascst 6paKkoBaHHBIHN, a U
rafianka u3 MeHs Tak cebe. [JaBali-Ka ydilne yOepeM CO CTOJIa U TOHOeM HaBECTUM OPYTHUX, YTO CKAXKEIIh?

JIrocu CyeTnuBO IIOOHSIACh C MEeCTa, aKTUBHO HadyaB YOOPKY CO cTojia. Yai Mo ObIsT BEIOPOIIIEH B
U3MeIbYUTEIb MyCcopa, KOra CBOM KEeHIIMHA IPOCTO BEIOpocuia B ypHY. Takoe moBeneHHe 3aCTaBIsAIIO
omacarthcs. YTo Ke TaKoro Morja yBUmeTh TaM JIocu? 3TO BeOb IPOCTO JIUCThS, Ia U TOIHKO.



I';maBa 16

JIrocu Onlia mpaBa. HUKTO U3 meBYyIEK make He 3aMeTHJI Halero oTcyTcTeus. Haoboport. KaxkeTcs,
OproHeTKa IlaTpunus o4eHb PAaCCTPOUIACH, KOTZla YBUIEsa MeHS B OIBepsax. Ee TUII0 TepeKOCUIIo OT
3JI0CTH, a rjia3a nodepHenu. Tem He MeHee, HATSHYB YIIEIOKY, OHA CIIOKOMHO IIPOTSHYJIA:

— HeyXenu BH y2Ke BBIIIUIIN Bech 4aii, JItocu?

— Bombime, ueM MO3BOMISIET OUETOJIOT, — MOIIYTHIIA XKEHIIWHA, a IIOTOM OOHUMU I'Ia3aMM yKa3aja IIOgpyre
Ha gBepb. OHa HaBepHSKaA OAyMala, YTO S He 3aMedy, HO Y MeHS ITOIy4YHuJIOCh Pa3TyIsiieTh CTPAHHBIN KECT B
OTpazkKeHUH OT CTOJIeIITHHUITLI. — Musasi, TaM KeHbl Apailra mponanu. He Moria 65l Tel IOMOYL MHE HUX
HauTHu? MoXKeT, IeBYILIKY XOTST Yaio, KaK-TO HeyqoOHO.

[TaTpunust mEMOHCTPATUBHO BCTajla, C YIPEKOM yCTaBUBIIKUCH IPSAMO Ha MeHs. [lecKaTh, 1 yX0XKY II0 TBOEH
BUHe. MHe 0CTaBaJIOCh JIUIITb PABHOMYIITHO MTOXKATh IJIeYaMi. YXOOUT Bedb OHAa, a He s, TakK?

2KeHITVHEI TOPOIIIIUBO CKPLUINCH, @ S OCTalach C OCTAIbHLIMU, BCe OHU OLLIM BTOPHIMU XKeHaMu. CriepBa
3aX0TeJIOCh BEPHYTHCS K MyXKYMHAM, HO IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK B IIaMATH BCILJIbLIA ropsAdasi CTHYKa Apallla U
Arnekca, pe3Ko nepenymara.

Hao6opoT. BHe3amHO B T'OJIOBY IIPHIIIIA UAES BOCIOJIb30BAThCSA OTCYTCTBHEM JItocu u ITaTpuiiuu.
OCTOPOKHO CKOJIb3HYB Ha CBO€ IIPeKHee MEeCTO 3a CTOJIOM, I MUPOJII0OMBO yILIOHYIach PSAOM CULSAIIel
LIEeBYIIKE.

— §1 PyOu, — mogoxkmajia HEMHOTO, TIOKa Ta IpeacTaBuTcs. Ho 3Toro Tak u He mpousonuio. [Toatomy
cpasy mepelia K geny: — Thl 3Haellb YTO-TO O BOTYbEM Hae?

Most «cobecemHuIla» HUYETO HE OTBETUIIA, @ BOT OEBYINKA, YTO CHUEJIa Ha APYTOM KOHIEe CTOJIa BHE3AMHO
BBIKPUKHYIA:

— THI 0 TOM, Ha KOTOPOM ragaioT?

— Ara, — 00pamoBaBIIUCh PO ce0s, YTO TOHKAS HUTOYKA CBSI3U Hajla’keHa, KakK MOXKHO Ge3pa3ndHee
crpocuna: — KTo-HuOyOs yMeeT 9TO OenaTh?

— BpHJ:[ . 9To Pa3BjiedyeHne TOJIbKO OJId TaKHUX, KaK HanI/II_II/IH... — (bepKHyna PHIZKEHbKasA. — Ho ectn
KHHUTH...

— Knapa! — kpukHysa Mos coceKa Ha Pa3rOBOPUBIIYIOCS AEBYIIKY, IIOCJIE YeTO BHUMATEJIbHO HA MEHS
nocMmoTtpena. — Mel. Hudero. He. 3Haem.

— flcHO, — CNOXKUB PYyKU Ha TPYIH, S He X0Tella MUPUTHCS C MBICTIBIO, UTO IIPaBAy Tak U He y3Haw. B
TOJIOBY IIPHIIJIa UAes MOUTH Ba-6aHK. — B o0mem-To, g yKe mpoyuTasa Bce 9TU 6€3YMHO CKy4YHbIE KHUTH,
HO CTPaHHO, IOYEeMy TaM He pacindpoBaH 3HAK «YEePHLIE JIUCThSI» U «IIPOTHUBIIHE>.

— JlelficTBUTEILHO CTPAHHO, — 3agyMallach Phl2KeHbKasi, HAKPYTHUB [JIMHHBIM JIOKOH Ha XyIOIIaBhIx
naner. — YepHble JTUCThSI — YTO-TO BPOJIE€ O JOJITOM XKU3HU, KPETIKOM 3[IOPOBbE U APYTUX 0JIaTOMONyYUsIX.
T'HUIBEIE — IPEOBEeCTHUK CKOPOU cMepTH. Takue 3HAKU U II0 OTOEIbHOCTH BCTPEYaThCs PeOKO, a BMECTe
BOOOIIle HEBO3MOKHO.

— Kmnapa! ITpukpo# CBO¥ POT, €C/IH HEe XOUeIlb IIOJIyYUTh BHEOUYEPEOHOEe HaKa3aHue, — 0oJjiee JKeCTKO
OKJIMKHYJIa IEeBYIIKY MOSI COCeNKa, HauWHas 3JIMThCA. Tak g moHsAna, 4To [laTpunus 3anpeTuia OPyTruM co
MHOU pa3roBapuBaTh.

9TO0 HU Kalle/JIbKU MeHs He pacCcTpauBalio, BeOb HyKHYI0 HHPOpMaNuio 1 y3Hala, U OHa U BIPaBLY
KazaJiaCch KaKOU-TO HEBHATHOU. [lonras XKuU3Hb U CKOpasi cMepTh? Kakoii-To B3H0p.

[TomHSBIINCEH C MECTa, S mobiarogapuiia OeByIleK U IIOla Beien 3a JIocu, xkejasi yTOUHUTh ¥ Hee,
HACKOJIBKO MOXKHO BEPUThH ITOJO0OHOMY «4YaeluTHi0». Begb MUp 0600POTHEHN OTIMYAETCS OT YEJIOBEYEeCKOTO.
Ecnu Hamm ragaHus 00JIbIle MOX0XKHK Ha Pa3BJIEYEeHHUS, TO 3TO MOTIJIO OLITh YE€M-TO BPOME BOPOIKOHI.

Ho KOpHUOOP, IO KOTOPOMY YIIUJIX 2KEHIIWHEBI, Ka3aJICAa 0eCKOHEYHEIM. $1 THXO IIIa 10 HEeMYy BCe€ majibllie "
Oanbliie, He OTKPhIBasa OBEPH, 3a KOTOPHEIMHU HE CJHBIIIAJIOCh HUKAKHX I'OJIOCOB, IIOKa IIPsSAMO I1epen
IIOBOPOTOM B OPYTro€ KPHIJIO 3aHUA HEe pa3faaliCsad 3BOH OMTOTrO CTEKJIa.

— Iepxku cebs B pykax, IlaTpunusi! — prikHynIa JItocu Ha MOAPYTY COBCEM HE TEM MHUJIOBUIHLIM
TOJIOCKOM, KOTOPHIM 00111a1achk co MHOM. — ¢l morazara e, Kak U AoroBapuBaiuchk. Y TH cama 3HAEITs,
YTO IIOJIy4Yusock. ITonHEeM Opeq.

— MoxeT rajaHue He OeicTByeT Ha Jromei? XoTs... HeT, Takoro He MOXKeT OBITh, — HEIOBOJILHO
dripkuyna IMatpunuus. — BegHas Ceioku... PeGeHKa oHa Tak M He HOXKAETCS. A s yKe o6pazoBaiach, YTO Y



Hac Tpoux OyOyT IOTOIKH.

— Panbllle BpeMeHU He NaHUKYYW, — BOMHCTBEHHO TapupoBana Jlrocu, — Y MeHs eCTh [JIaH, MOoApyra HaM
emle cracu6bo ckaxeT. A riaBHOe, BCe Tak IIPOCTO, UYTO 5 B IIOKe: IToueMy ChIOKU He cIejasna 3TOro
paHble?

— T'oBopu, — notpeboBana IlaTpuius, He XKejas CAymaTh GumocohcKkue pa3MuIIIeHUs. I Toxe
HABOCTPHUJIA YIIIH, HOHUMaAsI, YTO ceiiyac B HEKOM CTeIleHu OyOeT pelaTbcs MOosi Cyab0a.

‘{epT 3HaeT, Ha 4YTO CIIOCOOHEI OB€ JI2KMBbI€ OBYJIUYHBIE HAaMB5I, YTOOEI PaCTUTh IMMOTrogO0K C HOJIpy}KKOﬁ.

BHe3ammHO MacCHBHAs JIafOHb yIlajia MHe Ha JIUIIO0, IIJIOTHO 3aKPhIBasi TyOBl U JIAIIAsT BO3MOXHOCTH
TOBOPUTEL. BTOpasi ke IIOTHO TIpuilevyaTana PyKH, Tapaau3ys.

9To TouHO 6vT He Anekc Kpoydopa. OT He3HAKOMIIA ITaXJIo IO-APYroMy, K TOMY JKe SIBHBIHM Iepebop co
crnagKuMu ayxaMu. Ero gBuKeHUs ObIIM CPaBHUMBI CO CBEPX3BYKOBOM CKOPOCTHIO, HO COBEPIIEHHO
0e33ByuHEl. Kak OBl CTPAaHHO 9TO HE 3Bydallo.

OH OTKpHIJTI IBEPb B COBEPIIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIN MHE KaOWHET U, TOIbKO 3aKPHIB €€ Ha 3aMOK, HaKOHeI]
otmycTui MeHs. [lepBoe, 4TO MPUNIIO Ha YM — [aXe MPU CBOUX CBEPXHECTECTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX
Amnekc He CMOZXKeT YCIBIIIATh MeHS Tak fganeko. [lymalo, Ha 9To ¥ OBLI pacueT. DTO U IIyrajo.

Sl cTosiyIa MUIIOM K OKHY, IIBITASICh IPUAYMAaTh BEIXOM. DTOT YePTOB JOM «HPABHUJICSI» MHE BCe 0O0JIbIlle U
Oosbiie! BUmeTh JIUII0 IOXUTUTEIISI COBEPIIIEHHO HEe XOTEJI0Ch.

— HekpacuBo MOACIYIINBATh YyXKHEe Pa3roBOPhl, PyGu, — IMOCIIHIIIAICS IT03aAu COBEPIIEHHO He3HAKOMBIH
MHe T'0JIOC MOJIojoro napHsa. OT He0XKUOaHHOCTH S PE3KO IIOBEPHYyJIachk U yBUAeNa ChiHa JIrocu u [IKoHa —
HTaHa.

CeMelika elrie Ta.

— OTO ITOBOM HMOXUIIATh JTIOOEH? — YTOUHUIIA 51, MEOJIEHHO ITPOoOUpPasiCh K OKHY. Bl e IMHCTBEHHBIH IIIAHC,
4TO oxpaHa Kpoydoppaa cHapyKu YyBUOUT MEHS.

— KonHe4HO, HET, — Ka4YHYJ I'OJIOBOM MMapeHb, COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO OllyIasi ce6st HeoTpa3uMbIM. Ha HeM
ObLTM YepHBIE OPIOKY, OeTble KPOCCOBKM UM YepHas KoxKaHas pybamrka. KyapsiBeie BOJIOCH yI0KEHH FejieM
U JIaKOM, a TyCThle OPOBU U YepHHIe I'Jla3a ogpUCcOoBaHkl KapaHpatioM. 2Kankoe 3penuie. — IIpocTto
pemwn, 4To Tebe cKyyHo. Pa3Be HeT? He myylile i MOTOBOPUTH HaeguHe?

— He nyuiie, MeHst KaeT AJIeKC, — OTYEeKaHUIa s KaXKa0e CI0BO, MLITAasiCh BEI3BATh y M TaHa XOTh KaIlJIio
cTpaxa u 6aropasyMusi.

— OH 3aHAT, — OTMaXHYJICSA OH, OYyOydYM COBEpPIIeHHO Oe30alleHHbM. — A MBI TTOKa CMOXKEM ITOOBITh
BOBOoeM. HakoHeIl-To.

I'maza HWtana cTanu nyHIOBEIMU. TaKOro paHbIlle BUOETh MHe He mpuxonunock. COMHeBaloCh, 4TO B CTae
Kpoydopaa KTo-To o6J1amaeT mogo0HOM «IIpenecThio». [TapeHs HAacTymaa Ha MeHs, OyATO XUITHUK Ha
KEePTBY, KaJHO BTATUBAS 3anax HO3OPSIMU.

— Boumscs, — pagoCTHO 3aK/II04YUII OH. — Tak TOJIBKO UHTEPECHEE.

— AJIEeKC yCIIBIIITUT TBOM 3amax Ha MHe! — BEIKMHYJIA MOCJIEOHUM apTryMEHT, KOTOPHIN HOIKEeH O
oKazaThcs pematomuM. Ho Het. UTaH nocnencTBuit He 60sICs.

WTaH HalloOMHHAI MHe pa30aloBaHHOTO MAaMUHOI'0 ChIHKA, KOTOPOMY HHUKOT[Ia He TOBOPHUH «HEeT». OH
make He MBITAJICS MIPUTBOPSATCS HOPMaJbHBIM, Kak JItocu u [I2koH. [TapeHb I1e1 Ha MeHSI TaKOH YBePEeHHOH!
ITOXOOKOM, OYOTO TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO 3a 3TO €My Hu4ero He Oymer.

— JTO BCcerga TakK BeCeyo, — IPO3BEeHEeN ero rojioc B rpo0oBo TuilinHe. MHOTma MHe Ka3ajioCh, YTO S
CIIBIIITY CBOe COHUBIIIeeCs OblxaHue U 6e3yMHO Obiollleecs: cepilie. — BuUmeTh Bac, JKalKUX JTIIOIUIIEK,
3arHaHHBIX B yron. CII0OBHO Msico GbIKa ITOCJIe KOPPHUOH: BBl 0COOEHHBIE Ha BKYC.

— YTO0 TH HECelllb? — ITOMOPIIUBIIKCH, S B3TJITHYJIa MPSIMO B JIULO HapHio. Ha Bug emy Gviyio He 6oee
mBapguaTu, OyoTo Miamiine MeHsi. Ho s morapmbsiBanach, 4TO BOJTYbS KPOBh mesaeT MTaHa MOJIOKE CBOUX JIET.

— He Gepu B rosioBy, — 0TMaxHyJICS OH, @ YBUNIEB OMep3eHKe y MeHs Ha Julle, yTPOoOHO pacXxoxXoTascs,
mepzKach PYKOH 3a XKHBOT. — TBI e CTBUTENILHO ocobeHnHasi, Pyou. IToueMy He GeXKUIIIL CIIOMS TOJIOBY?
[ToueMy He KPUUYUIIIL?

— Ecnu tH IIpUBEJI MEeH4d CI0da, 3HA4YUT, HUKTO HAaC He HaupaeT, — 3aKJo4Yunia g, BXXUMasiCh B ITIOJOKOHHUK,



OyATO 9TO CIlacaTelbHBIM KPyT. Bcero mapy IaroB HOXUTHUTEIIIO0 OCTABAJIOCh, YTOOHI ITOPABHATHCS CO
MmHoOM. — He x09y mocTtaBnsaTh Tebe yIOBOIBCTBHE CBOUMU KpuKamu, MTaH.

TeaTpanpHO TOAKaB ry0y, OH IPOTSIHYII:
— I'pyctrO. C TOGOM He IIOUTpaellhb.

[lTar — u mmapeHb CTOSJI HAIIPOTUB MeHs. Ero 3KMBOT KacaJiCd TOHKOTO IIeJIKOBOTO IIJIaThs, BEI3LIBAS
MypallKyu yxKaca. MTaH He OBII 3aMHTEPECOBAH BO MHE HUKOUM 00pa30oM, a 3HAYUT, OEeUCTBUS €T0 He
CpPaBHSTHCS C AJIEKCOM.

[Tanen ero KoCHyJCS MOeTo rog6opoaKa, 04ePTUB CTPaHHBIM KOHTYD, IIOCJIe Yero CIYCTHUJICS BHUS3 IIO IIlee,
IBITASICh YIIIYOUTHCS K TPYOU. £ 3aKpHIIa IeKoIbTe JafomKol, Ho TaHa 3TO UMb PacCMEeNINnIo.

— Bce 3a cTooM 3aMeTuiH, KaKasi Thl KpacuBasi, — IIEIHYJI OH MHE Ha yXO0, a IoCJie OOHAXKMUJIT SI3bIK U
OYepTHUJI MOYKY yXa, BhI3bIBAsl Y MEeHSI PBOTHHIN cria3M. — 2Kaib, 4TO JocTanack UMeHHO Anekcy. OH
TJIyIiel], He CMOKeT IIPaBUILHO OIeHUTh TaKOM I[BETOK.

— A TBI CMOXKeIIIb? — 3aCMesiNach s, MPOTUCHYB JIAMOHU MEXIY HaMU ¥ HaCTOSTEIILHO TEITasiCh OTTECHUTD
TTapHS B CTOPOHY.

B rosnoBe kpyTtumachk auins ogHa ¢pa3za: «Tonsko 661 Anekc ycnen. Tonbko 661 Anekc ycmen!» f moBTopsiiia
€e Kak MaHTpy O ciaceHuu. MenuTuposasia, IbITasiCh OTCTPAHUTHECS OT IPOUCXOOAIEro, HaCTPOUTE TY
CTpaHHYIO CBsI3b ¢ KpoydopmoM, 0 KOTOPOI OH TOBOPHUII.

Ho rpme-to B rimyOuHe AyInu 51 3Haa IPaBAy: CBSI3b OOHOCTOPOHHSSA. OG0POTEHDb YyBCTBYET CBOIO0 UCTUHHYIO
mapy. A s IHIb YEeJI0BEK, 3aJI0KHUK 00CTOSITeIbCTB. EOMHCTBEHHOE, HAa YTO MTPUXOOUIIOCH HANEeThCT —
AJleKC IOUYYBCTBYET MO€E COCTOSTHME U HaYHET MCKaTh. A 9TO 3HAYUT, HY2KHO OTTSIHYTb BpeMs.

— ¥V MeHs onBIT HAaMHOTO 60JIbIlle, — XMBIKHYJI IIaP€Hb, IIPUOaBUB MEHA K CTEHEe BCEM TEJIOM. Ero canvHasa
JIQJOHBb CKOJIb3HYJIa I10 HOT'€, IIBITAasACh 386paTbCH II0[ IIJIaThe, a ApyTrasi gep2Kajla 3a IIelo.

— Xouelllb CKa3aThb, — S IHITAJIaCh CYIOPOKHO IPUAYMATh TEMY [JII Ba2KHOTO Pa3roBopa, — 4To y AJiekca
OBIJTa MaJIo XKEeHIMWH? B XK1U3HU He TOBEPIO.

— V¥ Hero He ObIII0 HUKOTO, KpoMe ero Crloku, — omapammi MmeHst Utad. — OH CTpaHHBIHN, HE ITIOX0XK Ha
OpyTux BOJIKOB. KTO BOOOIIlE OBEPUII €My yIpaBJjieHue cTael, a? CMeX, Ja U TONbKO.

— CbIOKH €ero mepBasi 11000Bb? — goraganach si, OTBOPAYMUBasIiCh TaK CUJIPHO, KaK II03BOJISJIO
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. Ho mapeHb 3aBOOUIICS BCe OObIIe 1 OOIbIe, a TeMHBI OJI Pa3TOBOPOB 3aKAaHUHMBAJIUCE.

— IlepBas, ara. A Temeps BOT THI, MaJIBIIIIKa, — COTJIAaCHO KUBHYN OH. — Ho ceiiyac He 06 aToM. EcTh
3aHSATHUS IOMHTEPECHEH, YeM Pa3rOBOPHI O TBoeM OJ1arOBEPHOM.

41 He moHSsIA, KakK 9TO mpou3omuto. [IpocTo UTan B37IeTEN B BO3OYX, HOTH €T0 ITIEPECTalI KacaThbCsA 3€MJIH.
Cpasy yBumesa, YTO BOJIOCH IApPHS CTOSAT ABIOOM, ¥ TOJIBKO IIOTOM 0 MEHS [OIII0 — KTO-TO OePIKUT ero
3a MIeBEeopY.

— Hanpumep? — pa3pmascs PHK, 0T KOTOPOTO 10 TeJTy MPOLIIA MypaIlKu. ['0J10c 9TOT He OLUI IOX0XK Ha
YeJI0BEYECKHUH, OH BHI3BIBAJI 3a0LITHIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS.

O6opoTeHs. Annekc oOpaTuscs.

Ho u3-3a 6mu3octu MTana MHe He GBIIO TOJIKOM BHOHO. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO YIAJIOCH 3aIl€IUTh B3TJIIIOM
— TOJICTBIY MOXHAQTBIH Masel ¢ OIHHHLEIM KOT'TEM.

— Ona caMa KUHYJIach Ha MeHs, OpaTuK, — 3aremneTan MTaH, a ra3a ero cTajau MOKPBIMHU, 100
BHaXHBIM. — THI BeIb 3HAEIIb 9TUX CYK. TaK U XKOYT O4ePedHOoro...

— Py6m, Munas, 3akpo riasa, — npotsanya Kpoydbopn MakcuManbHO CIIOKOMHO, KaK TOIbKO Mor. Ho
BEIIIIJIO 9TO TakK, 4YTO S efBa CO3HaHUe He noTepsina. — TebGe He CTOUT BUAETH MEHSI TaKUM.

— Anekc, gaBali ITOroBOpuM HopManbHO! BonKY He HallagaloT CO CIIMHEBI, 9TO HUIKE HaIllUX JOCTOMHCTB. ThI
BeOb anbda... — IpoTapaToOpPuI MapeHb Tak ObICTPO, OYATO OT 3TOT0 3aBUCENA ero XKu3Hu. HaBepHoe, Tak
u OBLITO.

— PY6I/I' — HamoOMHUJI MHe AJIeKC, HO S He XOTeJlla UCIIOJIHATh ero BOIi0. XBaTUT Y2Ke 9TUX PO30OBEIX OYKOB
Ha peasIbHOCTB, KOTOPasd HeyrogHa.

BI:IHpHMI/IB CIIMHY, 4 CTJIOTHYJIa TSXKeJbIN KOM U BBIJOXHYJIA. C>kKaB masbIlbl B Tyrue KyJIaKu, IIPOXpPHUIIeia:

— Hemnat, uto ciuenyert. ... He 60IOCH BUAETh.



— Kak ckaxellb, — 0TO3BaJICA AJIeKC, He B CHJIax 0OJIbIlIe TEepIeTh.

U TyT TeHb us-non MTaHa BHIpPOCia B Tpu pa3a. OKasaach, YTO Bce 9TO BpeMsi Kpoydopn mpurubasncs u
CTOSJI Ha KOJIeHsX. TO, 4YTO BO3HUKJIO ITepe MOWMMM TJla3aMu, He OXOONUJIO Ha BOJIKA U YeJIoBeKa. DTO ObLI
MyTaHT TPHU MeTpa POCTOM C OTPOMHOM BOJTYbEU MOPAOM, JanaMu U miepcthbio. Ho B3T/IAL y 4yooBHUIla
oCTaBaJicd YeJloBeYeCKUM, KaK ¥ HEKOTOPHIE YaCTU Tella.

YBepeHa, He I10TepsJla CO3HaHHUEe S TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 9YTO COBEPIIEHHO HE BE€PUJla B TO, YTO BUXKY.

— T®I He MOT He 3HaTh, YTO OYMET, eCJIU MOCITHYTh Ha UCTUHHYIO. THl HE MOT He 3HaTh, YTO 3@ 3TUM
IOCJIeqyeT, — BBIHEC BEPOUKT MYyKYWHA, HOBEPHYB ytuiio MtaHa K cebe. K ToMy MOMEHTY mapeHb yxke
IJlaKan ¥ YuTall HeM3BeCTHHe MHe MONIUTBE. — Ka3Hb BIIOJIHE OIpaBraHa.

Arnekc oOHaXKUJI KOTOTh, MEIOJIEHHO ITOOHOCS ero K 1ee Mtana. OH u3meBascs HaM HUM TakK Ke yMeJo, Kak
u U'TaH Hajo MHO¥U. [laBaa MOYyBCTBOBATh BCE OTTEHKHU CTPaxa, OIIyTUTh CKOPYIO CMEPTh.

— IIpomai u... — pa3ganuch IOCiIeqHNe CII0Ba, KaK BAPYT 3a CIUHOM IIOCBIIIAI0Ch UCTOLUIHOE:

— Boxe, HeT! [Ipomry Tebs, Anekc! He menait aToro!

B nBepHOM mpoeMe ctosint [IK0H. I'ma3a cTapuka ObUIHM KPaCHBIMU, TOT KCTOIITHO AeP3KaJica 3a CepAlle.
— CBIH He 3HaeT KpaeB, HO 9TO TOJIBKO MOs BUHA. [Ipoiy Tebs, maii MHe ero Haka3aTh! He youBaii!

OH mOoHSJ, 4TO CJI0Ba He BO3TEMUCTBYIOT Ha AsleKca, KOTOPHIY U TaK CTOUT Ha rpaHu. belreHoe xkeaHue
MECTH MCKPUJIO B €T0 Tjla3ax, PHIK He Ipekpalnancs. BHe3anHo [IK0H yIan Ha KOJIEHHU, TPEKJIOHSSICh
nepen Kpoydopoom. Takoro ucxona He 0XKuUpaa HUKTO, faxke Y MEHS 3TO BEI3BaJI0 CTYIIOP U IIOJIHHIN ITIOK.
XoTs, Ka3ajock O, Kyna ellle 60JIbllle MOTPSICEHUN HAa CEeTOIHS?

— He ry6u ero. Y Hac ¢ HuM oco6as CBA3b. YMPET OH — yMpPY U 51, — B3MOJIUJICS CTapuK. CJII0KHO OLLIO0
BCIIOMHUTBH, KaK OH JKe pacCKa3bIBaJl 0 KOPLICTHOM HMCIIO/Ib30BAaHUM JKEHIITUH BCETO Yac Ha3an. — BcrmoMHHn
0 Halle# gpyxk0e. S rapaHTUPYIO CHIHY MOCTOMHOE HaKa3aHue!

— 4 oTHoOIIyCh K Tebe Kak oTiry, H2koH. Ho OH mOCATHYJ Ha MO0 KeHy. MaTb Moux OyOyIIux OeTeu, —
TIOCTABHUJI TOYKY B 9TOM GECCMBICJIEHHOM CIIOpPe MYyXKYHHa.

51 BUmena, CIIOBHO B 3aMe[JIeHHOM (HIIbMe, KaK B3METHYJICS HOTOTh, KaK 3apeiman MTaH 1 Kak
3axkMypuiics [IxoH. ATMocdepa BOKPYT HaKaIUuIach, BpeMs Pa3mesIuioch Ha «H0» U <IIOCTIE».

u TYT 51 pellirjia, 4YTO HeJIb34d TakK. Henb3s BecTu cebs MO-BOIYLY, €CIIH XKIOEIb K cefe 4eJI0BeYeCKOTro
OTHOIIIEeHUA.

— Arnekc! — 3akpuuara s, IpuBjieKas K cebe BHUMaHUe Bcex BOKpPyT. Kpoydopa octanoBuicsH,
BIleYaTaBIINCh B MEHSI CBOUMU OTPOMHEIMHU I'Ia3aMU. Y MeHs OaxKe OyX lIepexBaTujio. — TEl He JOJIZKEH
3TOro genaThb. TaH... He ycrien MHe HaBpenuts. [locnymail ero otia, JKOHa.

— 51 He mory, Py6u. 3T0 30B KPOBHU, — C COXKAJIEHUEM MPOTSIHYI AJIEKC, TOXKAB MUPOKUMHU MOXHATHIMU
medyaMu. — Y Hac HET TIOPEM, IIOTOMY YTO BCe IIPECTYIIHUKK HakKa3aHbl. M s1 He MOTY OTIIyCTUTDb TOTO, KTO
eIBa JIX He B3sJI TeOs CUoi!

Arnekc yTpo6GHO 3apriuaj, OyATO OfHA MEBICSIb 00 3TOM 3aCTaBJIsijia €T0 3JIUThCS C TPOHHOU cumoi. Ho
Telepb OTCTYIATh 5 OBIJIa HE HaMepeHa.

— B nepBy10 ouepens TH YenioBeK. MTaH 3aciyXkuBaeT HaKa3aHUS U XKU3HEHHOT0 ypoka. Ho He Takoro
KeCcTKoro! — s morimMarna B3risig [xKoHa, B HeM Obljla BCA HagexKaa Mupa. Bo3MOKHO, XKU3HEHHBIN YPOK
IIOJIyYUT He TOJIBKO CBIH... — 3aKpOU I'Jla3a U MeOJIEHHO CUUTall 00 OEeCATH...

— Py6u, — 06pedYeHHO MPOTSHYI ajibda, He B CUJIaxX MOOOPOTh TOT CAMBIH 30B, YTO JKHUJI B HEM C
POXKIEHUS.

— OpuH... OIBa... Tpu... YeTslpe... — MeOJIeHHO CYUTasa s, IOKa3kbiBas MyK4YMHe, KaK CTOUT OBIIIATh.
CrnepBa HUYETO He BHIXOOUIIO, a II033Ke s 3aMeTHJIa, KaK rpoOMafHbIe VI BOJIKA CTaJIl HEMHOTO
MeHbIle. — I[1aTk... [llecTh... CeMb... BoceMb... — HOTTH YMEHBIINJINCEH B pa3Mepe, TojIoBa cTaja

CTPEMHUTENBHO YMEHbBIIaThCsa. YTOOB He BRIIATh CTPaxa, s gyMana o Kimape u 6a0yiike. 3To BHYLIATI0 MHE
CriokoucTBue. — [IeBATk... [lecaTts... Thl — yenoBek, Anekc. Y TOMBKO TEl MOXKENIb pemaTh, YTO OejlaTh
BOJIKY BHyTpH Te0sI, @ 9YTO HET.

Kpoydopzn ob6paTusncs y MeHs Ha rjiasax, 0KasaJiCs II0JIHOCTBIO T'OJIEIM, HO HUKOT'O BOKPYT 3TO He
3aboTuio. Bkmioyass MmeHs. [1o CuX IIOP He BEPUIIOCH, YTO MHE YaJI0Ch YKPOTUTH 3Beps!

— Ckaxwure cnacubo moei xkeHe Pyou, [[:KOH, — 2KEeCTKO oTpe3ain ajbda, MOBOpPaYHBasCh K CTAPUKy. — 4
OBl HUKOTIa He nollapui UtaHa. [laxke cefiyac KejlaHWEe BHITYCTUTH €I0 KUIIKYU HapyXKy IIepeBelInBaeT



BCe Apyrue.

— Borwu, cmacu6o tebe! Crnacu6o! Cracu6o! — [I2KOH IIOAIIONI3 KO MHE Ha KOJIEHSAX U IMPUHSJICS 11eJI0OBATh
HOTH. 4 C TPyOOM BHITyTaslach, OTCTPAHUBIINCH B CTOPOHY.

— Haxka3zanue Ha3Ha4alo 5, U 0HO OyAeT yKacHLIM. U, mepBoe, YTO HEOCTIOPUMO, — AJIEKC CHean maysy,
BHUMATEIbHO 3arjsiabiBas B rina3a Utany. — Kactpaiusa. Eciu aToro He OymeT — HHUKAKOM CHOEJIKH.

HTaH moTepsis CO3HAHUE TOJIBKO OT 3TOTO CJIOBA, a [[2KOH COTjlacHO 3aKuBajl. B 0011eM-T0, 3TO He XyOIIee
HaKa3aHUe IJIs HaCUJIbHUKA.

— I/II[GM, PY6I/I Ham II0pa, — AJleKc B3sJI MEeHSI 10O PYKY, YBOJIaKHBasA U3 KOMHATHI, TOIIIHOTA B KOTOpOfI
TPAaHUYHUIIA CO CTPAXOM.

S cuperna OKOJIO KaMWHA 3a MaJeHbKHUM CTEKIITHHBIM CTOJIOM, YKyTaHHasi IByMs ofiesiiaMmu. [Toce
YCHJIEHHOI'0 YaCOBOTO AyIlla TEJI0O MOPO3MJIIO, XOTsI, HABEPHO, CKA3bIBAJIOCH IIEPEXUTOE 3a NeHb. [lepemo
MHOH CTOsi/Ia Yalllka TOPsYero apoMaTHOTO KallydWuHO U BHUIITHEBLIH mupor. Ho ecTh He X0Tenoch. Kak u
LIEeBEJIUTHCA.

Arekc, mocagyuB MeHS B MAIlIMHY, OTIIPABUJICA B MOM PEIIUTh KaKHe-TO BaKHBIe BOIIPOCH], HO y2Ke 4epe3
OeCsTh MUHYT BEPHYJICS, U aBTO C OXpaHOU TPOHYJIOCH OT moMa Apaira AlbiHA.

TosnpKO TOrma HapsKEeHWe CIIaio, U s CAyJIach, CIOBHO Pe3WHOBAs KyKJia.

Kpoydopz cugen 3a 6apHO#M CTOMKOM, KOTAa S IIIjIa B AYII ¥ KOTOa BepHysacb. OH 3aMep, He MOpraj u
HHUYero He roBopuii. Bynro dapdopoBas Kykia ¢ 60KaloM KakKOro-TO aCKU KPEIKOIr'0 aJIKOT OJIs.

IIpoIyio He MeHee Yaca, KOrja s BHe3aIlHO [ijis ceOs BhImasa:
— JIleHeK BBIJAJICS ellle TOT...

AJ'IB(ba MeJIEHHO IIepeBeJl Ha MEHA BHUMATENbHBIN B3TISA0 U TOJILKO CIIyCTA IIATb MUHYT OTBETHUJI €JBa
CJIBIIITHO U XPUIIJIO:

— Bcero moero CJIOBAPHOT O 3allaCa He XBATHUT, YTOORI BBEIPA3UTH OMOIIUH.

U peiicTBuTenbHO. ECiiu Ajist MeHsT Ha mpueMe Obljla JIUITL KyYKa He3HAKOMBIX, JIZKUBHIX M OMTACHBIX
TIIyILoB, TO mist Anekca Kpoydopaa oHU SBISIIHCH KEM-TO BPOOE CEMbHU. A eIre JTII0ObMH, C KOTOPBIM
MIPOCTO HEOOXOOMMO MOAAEePKUBATh HEKYIO «IIOJITMTUYECKYIO» MOTOBOPEHHOCTh 0 MUPE MEXOy CTasMH.

— Fp;{neT YTO-TO IIJIOX0€e? — Jorafajiach 5, BCe-TaKy IIOGHUMAs CO CTOJia KaIly4uHO. Bruia HapmexOa, 4To
IPpUATHASA ClIafgKas 2KUIOKOCTD IIOOAPUT HEery U CIIOKOMCTBHUE.

— OHO [aBHO TPSOET U Ha3peBaeT, — OTPe3all MyKuuHa, OyATO AaBasi MOHSITh, YTO Pa3roBapuBaTh eMy He
xo4eTcs. M KaK TONBKO S OKyHYyJaCh B CBOM MBIC/IM, OH BHE3aITHO 3aJIlIOM BHIIIUJI CBOM aJIKOT0JIb, CHOBA
HaMoJIHUI O0KaJl U MPOTSAHYJ: — Bce He MOKHO OBIJIO TaK 3aKOHYUTHCS, Pyou. OHU CTapuKH, JTIOON
CTapo¥ 3aKalKM! U C He COBCEM IOHSATHBIM MHE MHUPOBO33peHUEM... 1 IIpeamnosarai, YTo HEKOTOPEE peuyu
TOTO XK€ J[3KOHa CMOTyT Te0s IIOKMPOBaTh, HO MTaH!.. OTO Beob HEBOOOpa3uMo. 51 MOMHIO, KaK OH
poxuncs. 1 KOpMHUII ero U3 Oy THIIKH.

— T®I €T0 KPeCTHHIH 0Tel? — MPeAIoIoKuIa 51, Ha 4T0 AJIeKC TYT Ke HeTaTUBHO Ka4YHYJI TOJIOBOMH:
— Her, y Hac He KpecTsT OeTel.

— XM... — 3a4yMaBIINCh, 1 BCIIOMHHUJIA OOUH MOMEHT, KOTOpLIIjl HACTOSITEIbHO XOTEJI0Ch 3a0LITh. — Torpma
IIo4YeMy OH TaK YCEePAHO YUTall MOJIUTBHI?

— Py6n, — rpycTHO XMEIKHYJI AieKc. — MO3KHO OBITH aTEeMCTOM IO MO3ra KOCTell, HO 3a MT'HOBEeHUE [0
CMepTH THI BCe PaBHO Oymems Kpudath: «O, Boxke!» 1 4uTaTh MOMUTBEL. ITO MHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHUSI.
Ecnu ecTh XOTh MaJIBIY IIIAHC Ha CIIACeHUe, KaXKAbIM U3 HAC ero UCIOJIb3YeT.

KI/IBHy'B, s COTJIaCHIlaCh, IIPOOOJIZKad ITUTh CBOU KaIly4YUHO U I'DETHLCHA. ,]Z[a}Ke OKOJIO OTHA MOHMH IIaJIBIIBI
OeJiesiu OT XOJI0fa.

— Apain cka3ajl OoHYy Belllb, — BHe3allTHO BCIIOMHUWJIA {1, HapyIIuB odepenHoe Mojtdanue. V3-moxn pecHuUIl
B3r/IIHYB Ha Kpoydopmaa, s Hapmesmach YBUOETh, KaK OH HAOPSXKETCsI, HO AJIEKC Ka3aJsics 6ojee ueM
CIOKOUWHBIM. — 3amnax Chioku Ha Tebe... Kak 9To MoxkKeT OBITh, €CIIM OHa yexaja?.. A eCcliu OHa He yexaJa,
3a4eM JIraTh MHe?

Ts2kk0 B3goxHyB, Kpoydopn ycrano moTep riasa, mocjie 9ero HelloHEMarolle IIpo6opMOoTaIt:

— YOuBUTENBHO, KAK BHUMATEJIbHO THI MPHUCIIyIINBAECIIECA K CJIOBAM MaJIO3HAKOMBIX Tebe mometi. Ho He K



MOHM.

IToctaBuB YallIKy Ha CTOJI, s IIOOHAJIa TapeJIOYKY C TOPTOM U IIOCTaBHUJIA €€ Ha KOJIEHH. ,E[ecepT IIax
NIPUATHO, @ MHE TaK XU He yOaJIOCh CETOOHA HOPMAaJIbHO IIOECTh.

— U Bce xke? — pacTopMolInjia My>K4YUHY 5, XOTEJIOCh YCIIBIIIATh YeTKUM OTBET.

— Apain ckasasn 3To, 4TOORI BEIBECTH TeOs Ha 3MOIMu. HeyXKesu Tl 3TOTO He MTOHUMAEITh? — XMBIKHYJT
Kpoydopza. OH nmoBepHYJICS KO MHe U 3arjIsSHYI B ria3a. Ceiyac OH Ka3ascsi MaKCUMaIbHO BEIXKATHIM,
obeccusieHHBIM, He CIIOCOOHBIM nraTh. — ChIOKM yexajla, U MBI He TTO[IePKUBAEM C Hel CBS3b.

4 xotena BEPUTH anbcbe B TOT MOMEHT. MHe HYXeH OBLI XOTh OOHWH Y€eJIOBEK, OT KOTOPOro He UCXOOuT
BEYHBIM 060MaH. DTO AaBajioCh MHE C TPYZOM, HO CHJI Ha CAaMOKOIaHKe IIPOCTO He ocTanoch. He ceromus.

TopT 3aKaHYUBAJICS, OH OKA3aJICsI CAMBIM BKYCHBIM AECEPTOM M3 BCEX, KOTOPHIE 51 Koraa-nmubo ena. U Bce
XKe, pa3 Oblyla 3afeTa TeMa KeHbI AJleKca, s X0Tejla Y3HaTh ellle OOUH MOMEHT, KOTOPHIM 3aHUMa JoOpyio
YaCTh MOUX MEICJIEH.

— HTaH cka3ajli MHE OfIHY Belllb, — 3aCMOTPEBIIKUCH B TAPENKY, s OlIyIllajia B3TJISA MyXKUYNHH Ha cebe. —
Ieckatn, CrioKHU OBIJTa TBOEW MEPBOU JTIOO0BBIO. ITO TAK?

— Tak, — HacTopoxkeHHO KUBHYJ Kpoydopz.
Ha6paB mosHble JIeTKue KUCIOPofa, S C TPYyAOM BHIaa:
— U uT0 y T€6s He OBUIO OPYTUX XKEHIIUH 00 Hee.

— IIpaBma, — CKBO3b 3yOHI BEIIAJI My2K4YHWHA, SIBHO AaBasi MOHSATh, YTO MaHHAS TeMa OblJla eMy HelpUusTHA.
Ho mMHe ToXe mopo# NPUXOAUIIOCh TEPIIETh TO, YTO He HPABUIOChH.

— Ho kak xe Kemnmu? — 3apmana s riiaBHBIN BOIIPOC. — B Kakoy MOMEHT Opaka ThI PEINJI, YTO HYXKHEI
OpyTrue OeBYIIKHA?

Anexc Momnuan, u MHe ntorpeboBanack OrpOMHas CHJia BOJIM, YTOOLI IOOHSATH Ha HETO CBOM B3TJIAM.
YOuBUTENHHO, HO MOM BOIIPOC OyKBaJIbHO OIIApAIINI MyKYWHY U BEIOMII TTIOYBY U3-TI0[ HOT. BpoBU ero
OBLIH YOMBIEHHO IPUIIONHSTEL, TJIa3a OKPYTJIMIIUCH, a TyOHl ciierka pacnaxHyTel. OH He 3HaJI, 9TO CKa3aTh,
[I09TOMY IIPOIOJIKUTIA 5:

— Br1 BMecTe MHOTO n1eT. bomblile, 4eM OIsATCS 6paKI/I OOBIYHBIX nwonel. Korma Hu4Yero He MEHSIETCSI, HET
BO3MOIKHOCTH 3aBECTU [IeTeH, BCe BOKPYT CTA@HOBHUTCH... IIPECHBIM, YTO JIX. q HpaBa?

— T®I 3aaens CTpPaHHBIE U CIIOZKHBIE BOIIPOCH], — Ka4vHYN rojioBoi Kpoydopm, 6ynro oTmaxuBasics. Y Bce
e B IIOJIYyTbMe, C IIOMOIIBI0 eIMHCTBEHHOTO UCTOYHNUKA CBETA — JIMJIOBOT'O TOPIEepa, yOanoch
pPaccMOTpEeTh, Kak anbda Hanpsarca. — ITo Bce Tebs1 He KacaeTcs.

— 4 IPOCTO MBITAalOCh XOTh HEMHOT'O IIOHSTEL Te0sI, — IT0zKaJia IJIeuaMH, IBEITasCh CKa3aTh YTO-TO ellle, HO
SI3BIK Ha4aJl 3allJIETAThCs, la ¥ YYBCTBO TakKoe, OYATO KTO-TO yAAPHUJI MOJIOTKOM I10 ToJioBe. [ToaTomy,
Me[JIEHHO ITOJHSBIINCH C MECTa, S COHHO mpobopMoTasna: — CrokoWHo# Houu, Anekc. Hameiocs, 60mbIie
He OymeT HUKaKUX IIPUEMOB.

— OHpeJIeJ'IeHHO, — XMEIKHYJI TOT, CJjiesd 3a TéM, KakK s, IIOIIAaThIBasiCh, HpO6I/IpaIOCL K BBIXOOY.

C KaxXx[OpIM IIaroM UATH OBITIO BCe CJI0XKHee U cloxkHee. ['ooBa KPy2KHNJIaCh, S9MOIUU HaKaThIBAJIk
BOJIHAMH, BBEI3bEIBAsi MyPAIlIKU U XOJIOOHBIM TIOT.

— Ilepepnaii moBapy OT MeHs GoJbIlioe cnacubo 3a TOPTUK. BEIIIO HemepegaBaeMo BKYCHO, — OpSIKHYJIA S,
OCTaHOBUBIINCH B IPOX0OQe CIMHOM K Arnekcy. HaxsbplHyna TOIIHOTA, CKPYTHJIO XKeNnynoK. K cyacTrio,
CIIa3M TYT XK€ IPOIIe.

— 970 He c Hame# KyxHHU, — oTo3Basics Kpoydopn, 3acTtaBnss MeHs 3amepeTs. — Jliocu mepepnana.
Cka3zasa, THI He ycIiejia ormpo6oBaTh 3a YaeM, HO OYeHb XOTela.

— 3a yaeM? — MMOBEPHYBIINUCH BIIOI0O0OPOTA, ST CMEpHUJIa MyKYWHY HEe TTOHMMAIOMKUM B3rinsgaoM. Co3HaHMe
CTaJI0O TAKMM PACIIJIBIBYAaTHIM X BaTHBIM, YTO COOPAThCS OBIJI0O HEBEIHOCUMO CJI02KHO. — Ho TaM He OBII0
HUKAKOT0 TOpTa. Bpope Ol... I He TOMHIO...
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Pybu cmosina 8 npoxode, He/108KO NoOWamsl8asiCb Ha mecme. Ee MymHvle 21a3a He/a08K0 Mopadaiu,
0e30pueHmupo8aHo pasaaadvieasa KomHamy. Bce amo epems Aaekc npodoadican cubems Ha Mecme 8
NO/IHOM HaAnpsidceHuu, 6yomo odcudas yez20-mo... 94ez20-mo... OH cam He 3Ha, 4eeao Hcdams. [locaedHee
gpems npobiemMbl CbiNaAUCh CO 8CeX CMOPOH, omKyoa He xcdaau. Ho Pybu... 3a Hee oH 6osacs 6oavlie
acezo.

Kaoicowill pas, koeda 3a 06edeHHbIM cmoa0M 0egywKa He/108K0 Kpymu/d HOMC, d/abpa nblmasics nodasume
cmpax, 4mo oHa nopescemcsi. Koeda ona 6vicmpo 6eeasa no cmyneHvkam, 60s4cs, ¥mo ynadem. JIeeko
o0ema? 3aboseem. Bedb umo y200HO M02/0 CAYyHUMbBCS C Imumu ¢ppuaudHbvimu Aodvmu! H dadice celiuac
nosedeHue Pybu kazasocv Kpoygopdy cmpaHHbiM. Xoms, Ka3aaocs Obl, 8ce 1e2Ko cnucamb Ha
ycmasocms u cmpecc.

— Tbl xopowo cebsi uyscmayewv? — He COepPHCABWUCH, CNPOCUA MYNCUUHA, HEOCO3HAHHO 0eads nacc
sneped. Bcsi e20 no3a 6biad, CA08HO MASIMHUK, HANpAs/ieHd K Heli — e20 u3bpaHHol.

— Bpoode kak 0a, — ca08HO yousansAce camoll cebe, npomsaHyaa Pybu, cHosa u cHosa 06.1u3bieas 2y0ul.
OHU Mmak Cu/ibHO NepemMaHusd/nu BHUMAaHue Aiekca, Ymo mpyoHo 6bl10 OomeemcmaeeHHO 0epiHcams nNod
KoHmposaem cumyauur. — IIpocmo... CmpaHHo...

— Ymo umeHHO? — Kadcemcs, Pybu nepecmasa mpscmucs, U 3mo HemMHo20 nopadosaso Asiekca. H ece
Jice 8bl0bIXxamb Obl10 PAHO.

— He 3Haio, — nodicasa naeyamu 0egywka, pe3ko u no-0emcku akmueHo, Kak Hukoada paHee He
Oesnana. — MHe cnepea cmaso 04eHb NA0X0, d NOMOM... 8Ce NPOWIO0 KAK No ujeadky. Cname 6oavwe He
xouemcs.

Pybu 3amsiace 8 npoxooe, 21505 HA aab(hy Kak-mo cmpaHHo, u3-nod pecHul,. Ha 2ybax desywku 6bviaa
cmpaHHas yavlbKa, Komopas He 8bl3bledsd y ee cobece0HUKA HUYe20, KpoMe Mypallex.

— To20a moacewb nocudems eue mym... — Haudaa 6vi10 Kpoygopo, Ho desywka 6yO0mo moibko 3moao u
oc0ana, 8bIKPUKHY8:

— Xopowio, — cKuHy8 Ha nos me odesad, KOMoOpvle OHa coscem HeddeHO xomesa yHecmu ¢ coboti, Pybu
b6yKkeasbHO nodbedicana Kk Ajsekcy, ueM 3acmasusia e2o ou,emuHumscs. Ee packpenoujeHHas yavlbka,
paccaabieHHas No3d U 0HCUB/AEHHOCMb COBEPWEHHO He CX00U/UCL C meM, Umo OH aude 8ce2o napy
MUHYymM Hasad. — [laii MHe modce Ymo-mo 8binums. MHe nsimb siem, 4mo 8bl omnaugdeme MeHsl
Kany4uHo, a?

Pybu o610k0musace Ha Hebobwyo 6apHYy0 CMOoUKY U HAKAOHUAACL MAK, 4mMo ee 0080/1bHO-MAKU
CKPOMHASA NUHCAMA OMKPbIBAid 8U0 HA A0HCOUHKY 2pyOu. He 3Hall Aekc mak Xxopowo ceoro 8mopyro
JrceHy, pewusa 6bl, YUMo desaem OHA 3MO CNeYUAdAbHO.

— Ymo samo? — Pybu svixeamua 6okasa Kpoygpopda, cmosiswuli Ha cmose u He omeoods 83241510a om
MYMHCHUHBL MeO1eHHO noOHec1d e20 K 2ybam. MaseHbKkas cmpylka aaK020458 NoNdad MUMO, CKO/b3HY8 No
2ybam, no06opoOKy, wee u NpAMO 8 A0HCOUHKY. — M-m-M... Huuezo mak.

IesywKa 2o8opusa ¢ xpunomuyoil, ObIXaHue ee y4au,ajn0cs 8ce CuibHee U cu/abHee. I AUuHHbLU HO20MOK
HAKOHeU, pewu 8bimepems cCmpyiKy, HeNPUAUYHO HbIPSS NPSAMO NOO nuicamy.

Kpoygopo Hanpsiecs, He dcenasi poHAMb AuWHUe aMoyuu. [Toép3as Ha mecme, MYXHCUUHA OuLymus, Kak
Ko/l0M 8 wmaHax 0asum YjieH. Boauba unocmacs U mak Kaxicoyo MUHymy HCU3HU 3acmasasnd, ymoaand,
npuxasvleasna 83smbv C8010 UCMUHHY0, noMemumb ee, cOesnams ceoell, oniodomeopums... MyoscuuHa
Oepoicasacs, Ho Koe0a Pybu mak omkposeHHO cebs 8esa, mepneHue med/1eHHO cX00u/0 Ha Hem.

— Tl MoO4YHO XOpowo cebs uyscmeyewv? — xpunsio npomsHya Kpoygopd, 3azas0vieas e 2na3a 0esywku.
Hapxomuku u anko204b 8oa4utl HIOX yuyaa 66l cpady. 3Hadyum, 0esn0 8 4eM-mo Opya0om.

— Jlydwe, ueM 06bIUHO, — HEOHCUOAHHO Npu3Haiack Pybu, Oesasn nocsiedHUll 210mok, omcmasusia 6okan
8 CMOpPOHY U cOesana wae enepeo.

Anvha scez0a ymen 8blKAH0UAMDB pbluadz aMouull, 3mom dap nepedaica om omuda U NpeKkpacHo nomoz2an
ynpasasime cmaeil. Tenepv u Pybu. Ho ceiiuac, 6y0yuu noAHOCMbIO PACMEPSAHHbIM U 00eCKYPAHCEeHHbBIM,
MY2JHCUUHA pa3pewusn cebe paccaabumscs. [Ipocmo nomomy, Umo xomes 3Hamb: YUMo HA CaAMOM Oee
Kpoumbucs 3a wupmou Pyb6u?

Asnekca edea He cHeca0 co cmyaa. CuavHee, dczydee, onvsaHANWee, npesvluaruLee 8ce Ha caeme
eps3Hoe dicesaHue. Bee, o wem Odymana Pybu 8 samom momeHmM — 2psi3Hblll, HEUCMOBbIU U CHOCAULUT
Kpblwy cexc. I[pyaux aMoyutlli npocmo He 6bi/0.



— 9mo ¢ moboli cayuuaoce? — 6eccmuicaeHHO npobopmoman Kpoydopo, npuusypuswucs. Ymo moz10
Mak Cu/ibHO NOBAUAMB HA Yy8cmaed 0esyw KU, 3aCmaes/asis ee owymums 4Ymo-mo opyzoe, Kpome
omep3eHua u cmpaxa?

— Booice, Anexkc! — 3akamuiaa 24a3a UCMUHHASA, MAXCKO 8bl00XHY8. — MHe 2080pu/iu, Ymo Mbl MOHCEU b
yumams MOU amMouuu. 3mo mak?

Kpoygopo Huuezo He omeemu, aulllb HEPBHO ceaomHyA. Pybu yace u mak pasdauna 6@H3UH, 0CmMaaocs
nodHecmu Cnu4Ky — U OCMaHosumMuvCcs byoem He pednvHO.

— Tak, — HakoHey, Hawe 8 cebe Cu/bl Omeemumb MYyXCUYUHA, cuenus yearocmu 0o xpycma 3y6o8. —
Ho... Ymo mut Oenaewn?

Pybu medeHHO noduenusa nasvem bpemebKy nuicamvl U, NOKpymue ee medxcoy nasvl,dmu, CmMsAHy8
eHu3. Toacmaa mkaHb nosucaa Ha ynpyao0u 2pyou, a moyHee Ha CAMOM COCKe, MaK U HOpo8s CKO/1b3HYMb
eHu3. Ho 0esywika He cmasa 3adepacusamuscs, nposepHys8 mo Jce camoe ¢ Opyaol bpemeavKkoll. M cHosa
ma npedamenbCKu nosucaa Ha 2pyou.

Asnexc Kpoypopo He mo2 omeecmu 832150 U coeepweHHO hepecmaJs Oblamb.

— Tak ecau mul 8Cce 3HaewWb, — MOMHO npowenmasa Pyéu, no6xods eniomuyrwo. — Xeamum mynumb. 51
30ecw. Cetiuac. boavwe Hukoz20 Hem. H He 3acmasasll MeHsA Nnpocums.

Buxpb 6e3ymus 3axeamus KOMHamMy, kak maigpyH uiu adckas kamakausma. Pvieok — u nuscamHas
Koghma nosemena Ha nos, 3a Heli U wmatbsl. Pybu He ycnesa NUCKHymMb, KaK yice Aexicand Hd Cmose ¢
8blCOKO 3a0paHHbIMU HOo2amu. Ho, ysudes nosHOCMbIO 201020 MYHCUUHY, C 06pbIBKaMU 00exHcObl,
ucmepu4ecku pacxoxoma/dachs.

— Tbl 2cUBOMHOE, — NBAHO BbLIPBA/IOCHL U3 ee pma, Ho Oyx Oesyw KU mym Jce nepexeamuso, Koe2oda
20/108Ka 8030YHCOEHHO20 4/1€HA MYNCHUHbI KOCHY/AACh 4Yy8CMBUME1bHO20 yuacmka Kodcu. Illeku
npedameibCKU 20pe/u, 20108a 64yxHcdana 8 po308uix 06/1aKaAx, meso OpoAHcaso om npedsKyweHUsl.

— 3Har, — pbuikHya Kpoydopd, nocse yeeo, cunvHO cicas 6edpa dHceHvl, 8owes 8 Hee Ha NOAHYI0 O/UHY.
CekyHOHOe MO4YaHUe, BHympeHHull mpenem... H KoMHama pasopeandcb om 2poOMKUX CIMOHO8, W/1enKo8
U 80/4UX PbIKOS.

Asiekc 6paa ceoro HceHy CMpPAcmHo U Heucmoso. Bydmo HakKoHeu, N03680.4u1 8bI6pAMbCs HAPYHCY 8cell
motl aHepauu, 4¥mo Konuaacb eHympu. OH KOHUd/ CHOB8A U CHOBA, HO HUKAK He MO02 HacbimumubCs. Emy
b6v110 Masno, 8ok xomea boavule.

Pybu npuHumana mysxca, 6y0mo sxcdana amoeo OHs 8Cto €800 du3HU. Ee meso om3vieanocs Ha Kaxicoblll
MO/YOK, KPeNKo CHCUMAsL Y/1€H MYAHCUUHbI BHYyMpu cebsi. Asnekc cxodua ¢ yMa om yyecmaed
HanosHeHHocmu. Kasasnocs, mo/abKo celiiac OH cmas NOJAHOUEHHbIM U Ue/l0CMHbIM. Bce 6bi10 npaguivHo,
U 9mo He 00AHCHO Obl10 KOHUAMbCS.

— Tebe Hpasumcsa? — HaAKpymue O/AuUHHble 8010Cbl Ha Kyaak, Kpoygopd 3acmasua Pybu npu2Hyms CnuHy.
Ta snesdcana Ha xcusome, a udeanbHble nyxJvle s1200Ulbl IPOMUYHO CKO/1b3UAU 8001b CMB0a anbuvl. — 5
X0yy cavlwama!

B ompasiceHuu xon00unvbHUKa anbgpa pa3aasnden, kak 3akamouiearomcs 2aa3a Pybu, kak icadHo oHa
xeamaem pmom 8030yx. 3mo c800u0 €20 ¢ ymad. [Jogodua0 00 uccmynjieHus.

— Pybu! — nponbixme. OH, CHOBA BOH3AACH 8 Hee ¢ Heucmosoll cuioll. Bydmo om amoezo 3asucena ez2o
Jcu3Hb. Byomo amum oH 0oKa3swieas, 4mo Pybu mosvko e20. — Ckadcu mHe!

— O 602u, — npocmoHaia oHa edsa caviwHo. I'os10c om dos12ux KPUKO8 NOYMU NPONA, HO MYyXHCUUHEe
8adCHO bObl10 ycaviwamy ceoe. — Jla! Ia! ITa, mHe xopowo...

Myoicckas pyka cko/b3uaa no meay UCMUHHOU, NbIMAsCb 3aNOMHUMb KaxcOyio poOuUHKY, 8NaduHy,
KAemky... Anekc udyiasn 0esywky c/108HO 8nepeabie, 8 KOMOpbLl pa3 KOHYAs U HAYUHAS HOBbLU aman.

Koeep, cmekasiHHbIl CMOAUK, MPAMOPHAS KOJAOHHA, OepessiHHOoe mpiomo... He ocmasocw nosepxHocmu,
20e oH b6bl He 83511 Pybu. Ee opaazmom 0odceH bbla NaxHymbsb Kaxcovllli Muaiumemp KOMHAMbl, a Ayduie
— keapmupul. H Huuezo 60/1ee 8axcHO20 He 0CMasock.

— Tenepb A2 mouHo 3abepemeHero, — 00HUMU 2ybam ebidana Pybu. Ilepegopavusasn 0esywKy Ha CNUHY,
Kpoygopo zamemun, kak ma pacghokycuposaHo cmompum Ha cmekKarmujue cmpyliku cnepmbl medxicoy
6edep. AseKkc nonbimaacsa HaANPsiub MOHKYI0 HUMOYKY €853U, HO MAkK U He NoHAA, pada 6ydem Pybu amot
Hosocmu uau Hem. — Tenepb meHA dcoem 0012dA CCblaAKa HeNnoHAMHo kyda. be3 pebeHka u nepcnekmus.

— Ha, 3abepemeHeelib, — He cMas A2amb aavha, pewus KoHuums ewe pas. Hanocaedok. Jleeue He



cmaHosuiocs. «HagepHoe, 801K 8Hympu ycnokouacs 0bl, HCU8U MYHCHUHA C YA€HOM NPAMO 8
UCMUHHOII», — capkacmu4Ho nodymasa Ajiekc, Ho npasda He daseko yuiad. H mem He meHee Pybu edsa
ocmasasace 8 co3Havuu. Ee Hado 6bi10 omnycmumb. Bce2o 00uH pas... — M Hem. XpeHa ¢ 08a s omnywy
mebs Kyoa-mo.

kkkk

g IIPOCHYJIAQCh HE B CBOEM cIlaJlbHE — MOHSJIa 3TO JaXxe 3aKPHBITBIMU T'JIa3aMHU. 3amaxu BOKpPYT OBIITH
OPYTUMMU: TAXKEJIBIMU HU... MY2KCKHUMH. Teno 6omeno ACKH, 1 MO2KHO CIIMCAaThb OBl BCe Ha 3aHATHE CIIOPTOM,
HO... IIOJIOBEIE FYGLI YEePTOBCKH XKTIJIO.

Teno 610 HACTONIBKO CNTAOBIM, & CO3HaHMEe PacCIyIBIBYaTHIM, UTO S He cpa3y cTajla IepeXuBaTh O CBOEM
cocTosHUM. Pe3K0 pacnaxHyB BeKH, BIedaTaslach B3TJIIAOM B YePHEBIM IOTOJIOK CO CTPAHHOU BUTHEBATOU
JIIOCTPOH.

— YTO0... — OBITAsiCh BCIIOMHUTD, UTO ITPOMU3OIIIIO0, S CIIOThIKAJIach O ITpueM B foMe Apaiiia AngsiHa. U
maxe COOBITHS yKMHA IIOMHUJINCH C TpymoM. HoBele uMeHa, nuila... Bce cMelanoch B OMHO, HUYETO
onpepenieHHOro. C TpyAOM CeB Ha IIOCTEeJIH, 1 BHUMATEJIbHO BIiIsilellach B IIOJIyTbMY KOMHATHI, IEITAsICh
HaWTH XOTh KaKHe-TO IIOACKa3KU. MOXKeT, I BCe ellle Ha npueMe. — 4eprT...

BapuanToB ObUI0 MHOT'O: aBapusi, n3bueHme uiu... cekc? HeT, Henb3s nmepecnaTs C KEM-TO U He IOMHUTD
3TOTrO.

4 momeITanack NOOHATHCS C MecTa, HO He BuIIUIO. Hornu GYKBaJ'IbHO CTOsAJIX KOJIOM, K MBIIILIAM ATOOUIl K
2KHBOTa JIy4dIIe BOOOIIIEe HE IIPUTPAruBaThHCHA. Mowu HEnoBKUE €P3aHbd Ha MeCTe IIPOOJINJIINCh HEOOJITO. B
KOMHATY KTO-TO IIOCTYy4all.

He 3Hasi, re HaX0XYyCh, 51 He CIIeIIN/Ia KPpU4YaTh «BOUOUTE». Bce ellle rofoBy He IMOKUOAN CTpax U
TyMaHHas ObIMKa.

— Py0u, BHI BCe ellle cIiuTe? — IIOCBIIIancs rojoc Kesmnu u 3actan MeHsI BPacIijioX.
To ecTh s CILUTIO ITOJTHOCTRIO Tosas B mome Anekca Kpoydopna? Eile 1 He B CBoel IIOCTENM?
ITo ciuHe mpouIesn XOJI0SHBIHN IIOT.

— Py06u, munas. Bl ciuTe yKe YeThIpHaALATh YacoB. 91 HaYMHAIO ITepeXuBaTh, — IIpoTapaTopuia Kemnmu,
maBasi MHE OY[ITO OKHUBIISIIOIIYIO TTOIIEYUHY .

— Bxo0... — royoc MeHs He CIIyIIaJICsi, OXPUII 10 Hey3HAaBaeMOCTH. [IpHUIIJIOCh Hanpsiyb CBSI3KU A0 00U B
ropie, 9TOOBI CKa3aTh JIUIIL OJHO CJIOBO: — Bxomu.

B KoMHaTe mosiBUIach TOPHUYHAS, U JaXKe B TEMHOTE €€ JIMIO Ka3aJ0Ch TEMHLIM, 6€3 HaCTPOEHMS.
IleByIIKa MJI0THO IPUKPHLIA 3a Co00M ABEPD, [TOCJIe Yero IOAOIIIa BIJIOTHYIO K IIOCTENH U, B35IB MEHS 3a
PYKY, IyCTHJ1a CKyIIyIO CJIe3y.

— Kaxk BHI, moporasi? Llensl? — oHa rOBOpPHUJIa TaK THUXO, YTO OOJIBIIYIO YacTh OYKB yAaBaI0Ch YUTATh 10
ry6am. ITozkaB njieyamu, s MOMOPIIUIIAchk OT O0JIM B MBIIINAX, IOTOMY KakK yKe He IIpencTaBJsia, Ieja
. — Y Hac Mano BpeMeHU. X035KH OTheXasl Ha [IBa daca. [1o ero npuxona MHe HYXKHO YHUTH.

Kennu cMoTpena Ha MeHs Tak, OyATO 3Haja, YTO IIPOU30ILIo. A s 60siylach CIIPOCHUTD, IIpaBaa IIyraja.
[eByIika gocTana u3-mop dhapTyka Oesblil IIaHIIeT U IPOTSIHYJIa eT0 MHE.

— He 3Hato, MOXKeT, BBl yKe nepenymand... [JJokTop bpayH, To GUIIIb MO OTeIl, TOBOPUT, YTO ajbda yMeeT
nepey6exkaaTh. S PUCKYI0 CBOMM 3IOPOBLEM U €llle He POOUBIIErocs: pebeHka, 4TOOkI ITI0Ka3aTh BaM 3TO.

Kennm pa36nokvupoBaia 9KpaH, a Ha HeEM MOSBUINUCH AjieKC 1 ChIOKU. 3alIUCh IBHO BeJIaCh CO CKPBITOMU
KaMepHI ¥ OblIa BCS pacIlIbIBYaTasd.

— YT0 3T0? — C TpyAoOM IpollenTana 5.
— To, 9TO BHI IBITAIUCH MOHSATH, — KUBHYJIA OEeBYIIKa U HaXaJjla KHOIIKY «BOCIIPOU3BECTU>.

MHe nogyeMy-TO Ka3ajioCh, UTO AeMCTBHUE IPOUCXOOUT B KaKOU-TO rocTuHulie JIoHgoHa. Benb
ApXUTEKTYPHBIN CTUIb hacalla 3qaHUSA 3a OKHOM 5 BUJeJla KOrfa-To B IleHTpe ropoga. K Tomy xke
o6CcTaHOBKA HOMepa HaTallKKUBaJjla Ha MBICJIb, UYTO 9TO CheMHO€e XKUJIbe: UMeHHEBIEe cal(peTKU, PeKIaMHbIe
OYKJIETHI, OTKPBLITHIM MUHU-0Ap.

51 Tak 3acmoTpesiach Ha 0OCTAaHOBKY, YTO COBCEM BHIIYCTHUIJIA U3 BUAA HEPBHO XOAMBIIYIO U3 OJHOTO yTIja
KOMHATHI B Opyroi Ceioku. [IeByiiKa Obljia STBHO PACCTPOEHA, paccepkeHa U He MoTrja ChOpMyIUpPOBaTh
CBOH MBICITH. AJIeKC IPU 3TOM CIIOKOWHO CHU[eNl B IINPOKOM KpecJie, ISIsICh B CTEHY HAIIPpOTUB, He BhIgaBas
HU eOUHOM SMOIUHU.



— Bce He Tak, — 6opMoTasa cebe moa HOC GJIOHOWHOYKA, HAaTUPasi HOC [JIMHHBEIM HOTTEeM, OYITO
BOJIIIEOHYIO JTaMIy. — MBbI 94TO-TO yrnycTunu. OHa He Taer.

Ajiekc mo-TIpekHEMyY MOJT4all, a Moe CepAlle HauuHajo OUTHCS BCce OBICTpee U OBICTpee. BpoCUB OBICTPEHIH
B3risig Ha Kesiu, st BOPYT MOHSsIIA, YTO TOPHUYHAS 9TO BUAEO 3HaJIa HAU3YCTh.

— Bce xopoio, — HakoHel Buigan Kpoydopn, Tak MOHOTOHHO ¥ PABHOAYIIHO, YTO XOJIOIOM II0BESJIO. —
Ycmokoiicsi. Y Te6st HOSIBSATCS MOPIITUHEI.

ChpI0OKU 3aMepiia Ha MeCTe U, OJePHYB YepHOoe IlaThe-MHYPOK nopbexkana K Anekcy. IIpuceB Ha KojeHU
OKOJIO MY?KYWHEI, OHA 3arJIsiHyJla eMy B I'Jla3a U, BEITEPEB Cj1e3y, paCTePsIHHO TpofopMoTaa:

— YTO MMEHHO XOPOIII0, AOPOron? MuI Beb cIejianu Bce, YTOOH co3maTh PyOu 61aronpusiTHEIE YCIOBUS
OJIs1 3a49aTus, TaK? — OHA 3aMoJI4asa Ha MTHOBEHMe, HO AJIeKC IIpOMOJIdasl, I03TOMY IIPOIOJIKUIIa

cama: — Tak! 4 yexama U3 qoMa M XKUBY B 3TOM rpeGaHOl TOCTUHHUIIE 1IEJIYI0 BEUHOCTb, BMECTO TOT'O YTOORI
caTh PSIOOM C TIOOMMBIM MyKeM!

— PyOu Hapmo BpeMsi, — BEIIOXHYJI My’K4YWHA, TPUKPHIBAas JTUL0 PyKoi. — OHAa He Takas, KakK Opyrue
LOEeBYIIKH...

ChlOKM 3aMoJI4dala, ¥ B KOMHATe 10 Ty CTOPOHY 3KpaHa OyaTo IT0X0I0[aro.

— He Takas, kKaxk... KTo? 4? — meByllIKa BCTaja U OTBEPHYJIACh CIMHOM K anbde, HO II03BOJISASI MHE
paccMoOTpeTh BCe OTTEHKHU I'ops Ha ee MUJIOBUOHOM Iu4duke. — OHa — TBOS UCTHMHHasA. EMUHCTBEHHas, KTO
MOJKET POOUTH CTae HacJIeOHUKa. MoXeT ObITh, Te6e HPaBUTCS MO€e OTCYTCTBHE? MOKET, Thl TOJIBKO eMY
pan?!

Cpenas elre OOUH TSXKeJBIH B310X, Kpoydopa BRIIIIIOHYII:
— He Hecu uymb, ChIOKH.

— Torpma moyeMy TH He ITIOCTapaelIbcsa? — 3aKpruyajia oHa. — He obasells 9Ty caMOYBEPEHHYIO UOANOTKY U
He 3ajiefiaelb HaM pebeHouka? A?

— 4 cTaparioch, TH Xe 3Haelllb. ITO B MOUX HHTEePecax, — I0XKall IjIeYyaMu MyKYHUHA, IapaiebHo
mocTaBasi M3 KapMaHa yITaKoBKy curap. OTpe3aB KOHUYMK JIeXalllMM Ha CTOJIe TTPOOOUHUKOM, OKYHY OIHY
B TyMOJiep ¢ BUCKH ¥ MOOHEC K HOCY, CMaKys apoMar.

CHOBa IMOBEPHYBIIUCH K MyXKYy, ChIOKM OTYeKaHUJIa 110 CJIoTaM:

— Ckaxmu, TBOe OTHOIIEHHE K Hell M3MeHUI0Ch? Thl YyBCTBYEWIb YTO-TO, KPOME... XKeJlaHusA? — AJIeKC
BIIMJICSI B3TJISIOOM B XKEHY M, He MOoprasi, u3ydaJs sMoruu 6aroBepHoi. — He conru MHe, moporoi. Eciu
THI OCTHIT ¥ XOUEeIllb, YTOOBI MeXXIy HaMHt BCEe KOHYHJIIOCh...

— Koneuno ke, Het, Chioku! — npukpukeyn Kpoydopa, mogHMMasichk ¢ MecTa U Mogxons K OJIOHOUHKE. —
MEI BMECTe MHOTO JIET, U HET HUYETro, CII0OCOOHOT0 Hac pa3BecTu. 5 Tebs He Gpoiry.

CpIOKM pafoCTHO 3aBHU3Xajla, IIperas Ha MecTe, CJIOBHO 3aBeJeHHbIN 3al4UK.

— Torpma ThHI TOCTapaelbCcs MOCKOpee 3afieNiaTh HaM peGeHoYKa, TpaB/a, TI00UMEIH? — IIPOMYpPIIbIKaia
OHA, 3aKU[IBIBAs PYKU Ha MJIeYr MyXK4YuHEe. AJIEKC OTBEJI B3TJISIT B CTOPOHY ¥ IIOMOPIIUJICS, HO TYT e ce0s
OOEPHYJI ¥ IOBEPHYJICS K JXKeHe, YIIBI0asch KpaelnkaMu ry6. — Amekc?

— KoneuHno, mobuMasi, — pyKaMu OH B3$JI OEBYIIKY 3a IeKU, IPUTATUBASA K cebe U HeXKHO I[eTys B
ry0Oel. — Y Hac Bce OyHOeT XOpoIlo. Y BCEX.

— XBaTUT HEPBOB, — pacciaableHHo TOBUCHYB Ha MyXKe, pacxoxoranach Cbloku. — 4 cefiyac ke IMoKaxKy
Tebe TO, YTO Kynuia B Marasute 6emnbsi. Bce, Kak ThH JII0OUIIE. ..

Kemnnu Hakalla KHOIKY BBIKITIOYEHMSI, 9KpaH norac. Ho s He Halllyla CHJI OTBECTH T'Jla3a B CTOPOHY, B
TOJIOBE CIIYYUIIOCH IOMYTHEHUE. [laXke TO XPYIIKOe OCO3HAHME PEalbHOCTH, YTO OBLIO, PYXHYJIO B OOUH
MOMEHT.

— OHU pa3Bejix MeHs, KakK [0JI0aHyI0 HOUOTKY, — IIpoIllenTana cebe oo HOC, CapKaCTUYHO
YCMEXHYBIINChH. — AJIEKC TaK CTapaTebHO gesal BU, YTO... [IpuTBOpsics!

— CpI0KM ¥ AJIEKC MAaHUTIYJIMPOBAJIM BAMU BCE 3TO BPEMS, — COYYBCTBEHHO IIPOTSHYJIa TOPHUYHAS,
nopcaxuBasch Onmuzke. Ee pyka mornapuiia MeHs 10 TOJIOBe, a Apyras pacmyTalia Bojockl. — He cTtout
BUHUTL ce0s1, YTO IIOBEeNUCh. Takux ofeil MHOTO, YK IIOBEPUTE...

— DTO IIOX0XKe Ha CIy4YKy, — IIOMOPIIHUJIACh sI OT oMep3eHusi. — OCTaBUTh HAaC OJHUX, YTOOH PaHO HUIIH
MIO3MIHO TIepecmanu? A Koraa BCe IIPOU30HIeT, MeHs IIPOCTO COIIUIIOT B IPYTod mom?



— Tak 0O6BIYHO TPOUCXOAUT, PyOu, — mozkaja miedaMu feByirka. — OTell IpOCuil mepenaTh, YTO
OTHOIIIeHKEe AJIeKCa K BaM HHUKOT[Ia He U3MEHHUTCs. Y TONbKO ceiiuac MOXKHO 4TO-TO HCIIPABUTEL. IIoTOM
OymeT IO3JHO.

[lepen rina3aMu IIpojeTasa Bcs XKu3Hb. OHa ollafalla Ha ITeJIKOBOe MOKPHIBAJIO BMECTE C TOPIYUMU
cie3aMu. Bonbile He OBIIO POOUTEsIeH, CIIOCOOHEIX JAaTh COBET. Mo podHas cecTpa MeHs He IIOMHUIIA,
Kak u 6abymka. B cemeiinoM mome He OplI0 MHe MecTa. Kak u roe Obl TO HU OBIIO.

51 Ovina TeHbio. TeHbI0 MpoLIol cebsi. Toi XKM3HU, KOTOpasi HUKOraa 00bIle He BEPHETCH.

U Bce, 9TO mMTAI0 MEHS CETOmHS... UTO mpupmasaio cuil... YTo He maBajo OMYyCTUTh PyKu! JTo ObIJIa MECTh.
51 xotena nmokasaTh Antekcy Kpoydopay u ero xkeHe CblI0KH, YTO HE UM pellaTh CyabOH mofen. I — He
MaproOHEeTKa, a 4YyBCTBAa MOU He BaTa.

IMogHuMas rias3a Ha Kejnu, s He coMHeBasiack. Hu Kannu. Hu rpaMmma. Hu B OTHOM CBOEM PEeIIeHUHU S He
OnlJIa YBEpEeHa TaK CHUIbHO, KaK B CIIeOYIOIIUX CJIOBAX:

— 41 cornacHa Ha npenIoOXeHUe NOKTOpa bpayHa, — ropHUYHAs IPYyCTHO ITOMOPIIHIIack, OyATO He
Ipuiia B KOMHATY 3a 9TUMU croBaMu. — U yeM GrICTpee, TeM JIydllle.

3ABEPIIAIOIITIAA YACTD TUJIOTHUMN: «Boxuuu Omer, nian 2Kena Ne 1»



