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A eny B Benukyto Mmneputo ¢anbUMBBIX YIBIOOK, CKPBITHIX IIBETHBIMM MAacKaMu JIAI[ W
CIIPSITAHHBIX B PYKaBax IIMPOKUX OAECKJ KHHMKAJIOB, KOM YACTO HAXONAT B cnuHax BparoB. Kak
JIONIEH, TAK U KUTCYHE. S eny Tyda, II€ HET JIFIOTBIX MOPO30B, TOHKMX y30pOB Ha CTEKJIax OKHA,
IBETOB Bepecka U OecnokoiiHoro CeBepHOro mops. S exy K TOMy, KOro OOsITCS, HEHaBUIAT U
nounTtatoT. K Brnaneike UMnepuu, ybeii :K€HOM MHE MIPEACTOUT CTAaTh B MECAL] JIUCTONAIA. .




Korukosa Mapust BaueciiaBoBHa

Ilponoe

[Tamsars. CrpanHas Benp 3Ta namAth. [lomHHIL OfHO, 3a0bBacub Apyroe. M Tak BCHO
XKU3Hb... VI OeckoHeUHOe uncio nepepoxaeHui... Ho camoe HenpusiTHOE HE 3TO...

O6uasl OonbpHEE, a, CIEA0BATEIBHO, TOMHSTCS JIyUIlle M JIOJIbIIE MOYTU JTHOOOT0 PaJOCTHBIX
COOBITHH, KOTOpbIE OOBIYHO PACTBOPSIIOTCS B TyMaHE JPYTUX BOCIOMUHAHUI. DTO )KU3Hb. A KU3Hb
0€3aJoCcTHa, U €CJIM B HEM CIy4HJIOoCh YTO-TO HEBOOOpPAa3MMO YKAacHOE, TO OHO He 3alynmercs
HUKOT/AA. . .

Kutcyne... I[lourun Beunsble... He ObiBaronme OTKpOBEHHBIMH... CKpbIBaIOIME MpaBAy E
IpaHsx JIEASHOTO paBHOAYIMS W JuKU. HenmowsAtHsble... /[a U KaKk MOHATH UX JIIOAAM, €CIU 3TO HE
JAaHO J1a)Ke ICHOOKHUM 3J1b(aM U MYIpbIM JpaKoHaMm?

Macku. 1 nuua ckpeiteie 3a HUMU. Emie oquH arpuOyT yMeHUsI MYCTUTh MbUIb B IJa3a,
3aKPYXKUTh B NIECTPOTE JIBYCMBICJIEHHOCTH, HEJJOTOBOPEHHOCTH U JIACKOBBIX, HEXKHBIX CJIOB... Tak
TOBOPSIT.

A xe... S Bunena ux nuna 6e3 macok. Beero oqun pa3. M 3ToT pa3 — Moe camMoe CTpalHoE
BOCIIOMUHAaHUE U3 AeTcTBa. KpacuBble, COBEpILICHHBIE M1, UCKaKEHHBIE 371000i1... YenoBeueckue
Jula, HecylllMe Ha ce0e HEeCMBbIBAEMBI OTIIEYaTOK 3BEPUHON CyHHOCTU. OCTpble JHCHU YIIH,
OEJIOCHEKHBIE KIIBIKH, TOpSIMEe HEHAaBHCThIO masza... HeuenoBeueckue Takue. XKyTkue B cBOeH
JTUKOU KpacorTe.

Ho 3a 9T0 MOXHO HEHaBHAETH IECTUIETHETO pedeHka. S He 3Haw. M He Xouy TOHUMATb.
XOTA XKaxkJa CHIbl, OCOOCHHO 3alpeTHOM, COMPOBOXKIAETCS STHUM UYyBCTBOM. M Kak TakoBOU
peOEHOK 371eCh COBEPIIEHHO HE Mpu 4eM. [IpocTo Tak moay4uiiocs...

N stum pebGenkom crana...si. Bor Tak. Jlerko u mpocto. Inymasi, HauBHas JeBYOHKA,
o4apoBaHHAs UMH, UX CJIAJIKUMH, KaK MeJ, JIbCTUBBIMU peuyaMu U oOemaHusiMu. [loutu craBmmas
3aBETHOW )KEPTBOM CHIIE, KOTOPAsk AapyeT MOTYLIECTBO.

[TouTn momyaruBIAsACS 3a 3TO KU3HbIO. Ecnu Obl He ciaydail. Ecau Obl HE Te, KTO MOXUTHIIH
MeHSs1, He ObUTH Obl OTCTYMHUKaMHU, NOCATHYBIIMMHU Ha Braneiky Pagyxuoit Mmnepuu. Kapa 3a 31c¢
— cMepTh. Bceem, kTo penmscsa Ha takoe. be3 pa3bopa. TakoB 3akoH, Kak s y3Hajla MOTOM.
Bnanpika cBsiimeHeH JyUisi KUTCYHE, MO0 OH €IWHCTBEHHBIN 3aKOH M BJIACTh TOW CTpaHbl. McThHA B
IOCJIEJHEM CBOEM BOILUIOLIEHUH. be3kanocTHbId U MunocepaHbii. Kak cMepTsh.

Mens ke cnacnu. Beprynu k poaurensm, 1omoi. C yroBopom.

Cwmenmo! JInna Tex, KTO IPUYMHKII MHE 3J10, 1 TOMHIO 10 METBRMANIINX AETaJen, a O TE€X, KTO
CIIac, MOYTH HU4YEero. TOIpKO MacKH J1a JINChbU XBOCTHL. YepHBIE.

N cnycts gecars aet g eay K HUM. TakoB yroBoOp 3a CIIaCEHHYIO )KU3Hb.

A eny B Benukyto Mmneputo ¢anbUmMBBIX YIBIOOK, CKPBITHIX IIBETHBIMM MAacKaMU JIAI[ W
CIPSTAHHBIX B PYKAaBax IMIMPOKUX OHEKJ KHHMKAJIOB, KOM YAaCTO HAXONAT B cnuHax BparoB. Kak
JIOJIEH, TAK U KUTCYHE. S ey Tyda, I1Ie HET JIIOTBIX MOPO30B, TOHKMX y30pOB Ha CTEKJIax OKHA,
LBETOB Bepecka U OecrnokoiiHoro CeBepHOro mops. S eay K TOMy, KOro OOsITCs, HEHaBUIAT U



IOYUTAIOT.
K Binagsike IMniepun, 4beii )K€HOM MHE MPEACTOUT CTATh B MECSI] JIUCTOIAA. ..

(M3 nHeBHUKA KHsDKEHKH Jlapl,
MecsI] Bepecka, 15 neHn 0enoil JTyHbl).

[1yts uepe3 CupeHeBbie ropbl TPYACH U ONACeH, 0COOEHHO eciiu Tebe He 0aroBoauT ['opHHBIit
Xo3zsiuH. BeuHslil cTpax BceX TOPHBIX Aopor U Tpom. JIronu, KOTopble KOrma-Jindo BCTpeHaIn €ro
10 TOW WJIM UHOW PUYHUHE, TOBOPSAT, YTO €r0 I71a3a 3aTArUBAIOT CJIOBHO OMYTHL. UTO 3a €ro CIMHOU
CTOAT BCE T€, KTO YMEp WJIM mpomnaj B ropax. UTo mo OZHOMY €ro CJIOBy OHHM paCTEp3arT U
YHUUTOXKAT HENPOILIEHHBIX TOCTEH, HO WIEAPO HATPagAT YUCTBHIX CEpALEM M Aylion. Ero miam —
BCE TyMaHbl MUpa. A yIbIOKa BHYIIAET CBSIIEHHBIN ykac. [lepBOOBITHBIN. 3axiecThIBAIOUMNA C
rojioBoi. ToJIbKO BOT HE BCET/a MOXKHO BUJIETh 3Ty YAbIOKY. ToJIbKO T€, KTO MpOorHeBus1 X0351Ha,
yaoctauBaroTcs ee. Ho eme pexxe MOXHO YBUIETb, KaK €ro ryObl CKJIajbIBalOTCS B CTPAHHYIO
nonyynbloKy. OOHaIeKUBAIOIIYI0 M TpUJaoNyl0 cuibl. JKanb, 4TO €€ yloCTauBaJUCh JIUIIb
eqrHulbl. Ho 3TO0 Bce He mnaBHOe. /[l NOYyTHUKOB U CTPAHHUKOB BaxkHee apyroe. bes
MMOKPOBUTEBCTBA XO35IMHA TOPHBIE TPOIBI MPEBPAIIAIOTCS B CMEPTEIBHYIO JIOBYIIKY, a yaada
Ka)KeTCsl HaBcerna 3a0bIBacT 0 CBOMX MofonevyHbix. Ho skepTB He npunuMaetr Xo3siuH. Bo Beskom
Ciayyae — KpoBaBbIX. 11 mosTOMY T€, KTO CeHlyac LUIM 4Yepe3 ropbl OCTABUIIM CBOM Jap B CaMOM
Havasie myTd. M oH ObUT MpUHSAT. A KaK MHAYe Ha3BaTh MCUE3HYBIIYIO Y HUX HA Ta3ax KPYKEBHYIO
aJib, MOBSI3aHHYIO Ha BeTOYKY cupeHu. [logapok He camomy Xo035MHY, HO €ro Cympyre —
Xpozsiike. I 3T0-TO moBaxkHee ObLI0O MUJIOCTH €€ MyXka. Beab paau panocTu U cyacTbst XO35MKH
X034MH YCTpawBaJl HACTOSIIME 4yleca — pPaayry HOUbIO, BECECHHUW JI€Hb CPEIU 3MMBI, CKAa3KU
CTapbIX BETPOB, 3Bydalllie B MopHeOeckhe... M ceromHsmmHue rocTd 4TUIM JAPEBHUE TpaJullvu, a,
CJIEIOBATEIBHO, UM HUYETO He yrpoxaio. [Ioromy uTo Tak 3axorena Xo3s1Ka.

Hx 6w1o Bcero uerBepo. HuuToXHO Mano st Takoro omacHoro myremiectBus. Ho ecnm
y4€CTh, UTO ITO HE BCS MpaBla, TO MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO JaXK€ YETBEPO JIIOJIEH — 3TO OE3yMHO
MHoro. Ho peub He 00 3TOM... A 0 TOM, HACKOJIbKO CTPAHHOW ObUIA 3Ta KOMIAHUS — MOJoAas
NEBYIIKAa JIET IIECTHAAUATA Ha BHUJ, MOXWIAasg >KCHIMHA W JBOE MY)XYUH. YIHUBUTENBHO...
Oco0eHHO 17151 ’TOM MECTHOCTH — TPaHUIIbI BIAJIEHUHN JBYX pac — YyXe€ HE BIIaJICHUS JIIOJEH, HO
eme U He KuTCyHe. Yyxkas 3emis. Huueitnad. TyT BIacTBYyIOT pa300MHUKYU, TpaOUTENN U YOUIIIBL.
Tak yx moBenoch... ToIbKO Majao KTO 3HAET, YTO Pa300MHUYBS IIAliKa JIUIIb MPUKPBITUE IJIs
TOPHOU JIEpEBHU, I1Ie MOKHO BCTPETUTH MpeacTaBuTeNel Bcex pac. Kurcyne, opku, pycaiku, dewu,
Hasabl, moau... He mepedects Bcex! He pacckazare... Jla m He BaxkHO 3TO ceivac. Benp Bce
CUMTAIOT 3TO MeECTO, He 0e3 ydactusi Bosm [opHOro xo3smHa, omacHbiM. He Oe3 ocHoBaHuf,
koHeuHo! Kak jxe nHaue? Benp cka3ku W JIETEHJIbI HE CllaraloTcsl Ha MyCTOM MecTe. A Tem Oosee
— Takue! 37ech U mpaBJa Korjua-To opydoBaia Imaiika 0anautoB. JlaBHo... Ho HUKTO He 3Haer,
YTO OHA YXK€ JIET CTO MATHAECCAT KaK KaHyla B JIETy. M1 mo3ToMy /10 cCUpX MOp KapaBaHbl U MyTHUKU
x0T 1o aoporaM CHPEHEBBIX TOP € OTPOMHEMIIEN OCTOPOKHOCTBHIO. Mano nu... Benp apyroro
nyty B Pangyxuyto MMneputo, ctpany kuTcyHe HeT. 1 Bpsa 1u MOSABUTCSA. DTOrO HE HAAO MPEHKIE
BCETO CAMHM MHOTOXBOCTBIM JIUCAM. ..

Ho naxxe ecnu Ob1 pa300MHUKY CYILIECTBOBAJIM HA CAMOM JIEJI€, TO ATUX JIFOJIeH HE TPOHYIHU OB
[ToTroMy 9TO OHM HAXOAATCS MOJ 3aIUMTON CIIMIIKOM CHUJIBHOW, YTOOBI PHCKOBaTh KU3HBIO. Jlaxe
€CJIM Thl OXOTHHK 3a HaXXUBOM U TeOe cam uepT He Opar. Jlaxe ecnu Tol moutu bor wnu boruusa. Hu
K 4YEMY CBS3bIBAThCA C [IepBbIMU B IPSIMOM CMBICIIE 3TOTO ¢JIoBa. JKUTH-TO XOUETCH. ..



N 3Has 3TO ycTajble MYTHUKA HAa HE MEHEE YCTaBUIMX JIOMIAJSX CIIOKOWMHO JI000BAUCH
OKpYXKAIOIe MX MECTHOCTHIO. 3aueéM BOJHOBAaThCs, €Clid Oefa HE TO, YTO HE HalJeT K HUM
J0pory, HO U 000 IeT 0 orpoMHOM KpuBoH. [loka uTo...

A mpupoza omymana npuoamxkeHue ckopoit ocenu. M ne 6nu10 eit aena Hu Ao dero. [loromy
YTO y HEE CBOS KU3Hb U CBOM IpoOJieMbl. B MaHHOM cilydae IMOKpacoBarhCs IMEpes TaKUuMHU
PEIKUMHU TOCTSIMHU. ..

Koe-rnie, He nHave, 4ToObI MOPaAOBaTh MYTHUKOB, HAYaJIN KEITETh OCIOCTBOJIbHBIE TOHKUE,
MOXOKME HA IOHBIX JIEBYIIEK, OEpe3bl U MOTYyYHE, CIOBHO JPEBHUE BOWHBI, Tomoiis. To Tam, To
3/1eCh MOXXHO OBUTO YBHJIETH ajible MATHA ATOJ UTPUBOUW Oy3WHBI U TOpAON psOuHBL. CuHe-3elIeHbIe
€M Pa3BECUJIM CBOW KOJIOYME JIalbl HAmoao0ue Imanamield cioBHO Obl TOBOpPS — 'OTHOXHU TIOJ
Humu! BenpMbl Tak TeOe panpl!', a BBICOKHE COCHBI TSHYIHCh K HeOy CBOM MOXHATHIE BETBH,
KOTOpBIE TaK TPYIHO JOCTAaTh OOBIMHOMY YEJIOBEKY, U HEKUIIMCHh B MOCIEAHUX COTHEUYHBIX JIydax
YXOJISIIIETO JIETA.

[Tax0 XBOEM M KAKMMH-TO JIECHBIMU I[BETAMU TAK, YTO KPYKHUJIACh TOJIOBA, U Ka3aJOCh, YTO
CHHE-CUpPEHEBbIE B Oejlax IIankKax CHera ropbl TAHIYIOT BMECTE C KPYKEBHBIMU OOJaKaMH.
Kpacusbel Cupenesbie ropel. Ho 4To nmenarp, ecinu cepaie TOCKYET U KaXKAECT APYyror Kpacotsl? UTc
pBETCs Hyllla HazajJ B T€ MeCTa, KOTOpble MOKMHYTHI HacoBceM? Korma ctupaercss w3 mamstu
oOpaTHasi Iopora CJIOBHO Obl KTO-TO 3aKpallMBaeT 3TH BOCIOMUHAHUS O€JION KpacKou?

Bor u Hemonomas JKeHIIMHA, Ja)Xe CKa3aTh MOXHO 0alyllika, HACTOJBKO HCIEIIPEHO
MOPIIMHAMH ObUIO JIMIO €€, BCE B3/IbIXaeT Aa oxaeT... OrisasiBaeTcs Ha3al.

— He B3apixaii Tak Hsus. He y Te6st oiHOM cepjiie KpoBbiO 00JIMBAETCH. ..

[lynmcTble pecHUIlbl TPUKPBUIM HAa MTHOBEHHE JIaBaHJOBBIC TIJ1a3a, CKphIBass OT MHpa
MEJIbKHYBIIYIO B HUX Ooiyib. Jlaxke He Tak... He MenbKHYBIIYIO, a CKPBIBIIYIOCS HAa CaMOM JHE
IYIIH. . .

— Jla tae x 3To BUJAHO, 4TOO AEBUIlY OTJABAIM 4YyAOBHIAM?! — CEpAUTO BCKpHUYaia Ta,
KOTOpYIO Ha3zBan HsaHen. — JIUTITKO M0JI0/10€, HA TOTEXY OTAAHHOE UPOJAM MPOKIIATYIIMM. . .

Hacynuince 1 mocuiibHEE BTSHYIIM B IJIEYH TOJIOBY, EAYIIME BIIEPEIN MYKUYHHBL. BuaHo, HE B
NEePBbIM pa3 OHU ciblIAT NoAoO0HbIe peud... Ho caenars Huuero He moryr. Coscem. [loTomy uto
HE WX TO ObUIa BOJIA W KEJaHWE OTJaTh JAeBUIly JucaM. Bepnee, ux Mmmneparopy — camomy
AKECTOKOMY M OECIOIATHOMY CpeAr KUTCYHE.

— Hanromka!!

— UYro Hsanronka, vy uro Hsanaromka?!!! S eme TBoeMy OTily roBopuiia, U T€OE CKaXy, YTO HE
neno 3t1o Bce! K KuTCcyHe, 1eMOHaM OKassHHbIM, POJHOE AUTS OTHPABUTH! B 4dyxkyr cTpany aa K
gyxuM mofsaM! Jlaxke He moasm — 3Bepsam! A exenu HananeT kro? He 3aumtut teds Hukto! He
obOepexeT na He oxpanuT! He HyxHa Beab Tol uM! He HyxkHa...

C KaXIBIM CIIOBOM Bce THIIe cTaHOBHTCS Tojioc Haau. Benp et Toxke 6onpHO. W 00uaHo. Jla
MPOCTUTHh OHA HE MOXKET TE€X, KTO MPUHSII 3TO PEIICHUE, 3aCTABUBIICE OTJATh 3Ty ACBYIIKY. [louTn
NEBOYKY. ..

— Twl y Hac Kpaca Takasg — 3airo0yenibesi 1a Bociesd oOepHenibes... [lepBas HeBecTa Ha
OctpoBax. Tebe He BO ABOpIIaX XKUTh HAJIO0HO... A Ha cBoOone... Cpeau mao0aumx TeOs JTHoCH.
Psmom ¢ mykem IOOMMBIM. .. A HE Tak, Kak mpuaercs... He tak, kak Teds oopexiu!

Crapyxa BIpyT cTalla pacnayisThesi Bce Oobliie u 6osbire. Ee rooc rpoMom 3BeHEN Cpeau Top
U yHOcuJica B cuHue HeOeca. Toapbko MO MOPUIMHHUCTHIM IEKaM TEKJIM ciie3bl... Ho moHsATh ee
MOXHO ObUTO... YenoBeky. KTo mo cBoeil Boiie cyHercs B lmmepuio, €ciau TOJBKO OH HeE
cymacimequmii? Hukro... Benp 3T0 — cmepts. 115 yenoBeka.



— 3Hato, Haus. Bee 3nar0. Ho Heyxxenu Thl fymaeliib, 4To s €y 110 COOCTBEHHOMY KEJTaHUIO"
C ynbiOko#t Ha nuiie? MeHs ke He cipocuiin. J[a u BeIOOpa TO Kak TakoBOro He Obut0. Hu y MeHs,
HU Y MOEW CEMBbH!

W Takoe oTuyasHbE MPO3By4yasao B TOJIOCE, YTO BIEpeIu exaBie oOepHyauchb. W Takoe
OT4asiHbe ObUTIO HANIMCAHO Ha UX JIMIAX, YTO U HE OMKUCATh!

— Kusbkenka. ..

— Jlagymka. ..

Haneren BeTep n Opocui B IO MY>KUMHAM I[BETHbIE JIUCThs. CI0BHO OBl B HacMenIky... Hc
OHU 3TOTO JaXe U He 3ameTmii. He 10 Toro um 0buto. CAUIIKOM MPUBBIKIIA BUJIETh CBOIO TOCIIOXKY
BECEJIOW, XpaOpou, CHIbHOW... IIpUBBIKIM K VYIBIOKE, CHSIOMIEH COJHIIEM Ha JHIEe |
oTpaxkaronieiics B miazax. K mpokazam u 3a6aBam. K BCSKMM pa3iuyHBIM UCTOPUAM. Pa3HbIM, HO
BCEIJIa CO CYACTIMBBIM KOHIIOM. M BIpyr HUuero ot 3toro He octanoch. Kak He Obuto. Kak ykpain
KTO-TO, HE OCTaBUB HUYero. Hu cyacThs, HU yJIbIOKH.

[lepen HUMU Ha TOHKOHOTOM OEJIOTPUBOM JIOMIAJKE CUJENa ycTanas JEBYIIKa, IOYTH JEBOYKA.
I'pycTHass M cMupuBLIIAsiCA C YrOTOBIEHHOW y4acThio. IIpoCTO IOTOMY, YTO CHJI HE OCTalOCh.
[ToTomy, 4TO BCe ciie3bl ObUIM BbIIIaKaHbl enje Ha CeBepHbIX ocTpoBax. [loToMy 4TO ropio ObLIC
COpPBAaHO B O€3Yy/ICP>)KHOM U OTYATHHOM KpHuKe. KOTOPBIN CIIBIIIAIIO JIUIIL CEPOE MOPE. ..

Jlany nenunu u yBaxkanu Ha CeBepHbIX ocTpoBax. JIroommu. O6eperanu u xpanwin. HaspiBamy
Mynpoii. Bennuaitimas yects st toma YepHoro ropuocras. 6o momyuuTs mpo3uile 'Mynpas'
MOET TOJIBKO TOT, KTO C MHPOM HalpsMyl TOBOpPUT. TOT, Ha Y€l 30B OT3BIBAECTCS BEYHBIN
oponsra Betep. Kro mader BMecte ¢ Jloxaem o morubnmx. K ubum pykam npHeT Aukuii OroHs u
He cMeeT 00xkeub. KTo ymMmupaer u Bo3poxIaaeTcs rojl 3a rojioM ¢ 3eMJei-MaTephblo.

W oT 3TOr0 TONBKO €11le cuibHee 0oJieno cepaue. Eie cuinbHee pBanack ayiia Tyna, Ha3al, e
ObUT pOIHOM U TeIuIbld oM. ['1e ocTanuce poauTenu U Oparbs ¢ cecTpamu. [ 1ie )uia ee naMaTh U
J100O0Bb.

Ho... nenn3s. [IpaBa Het. U yxe He Oyzer.

— He nano Pox, Mup. A eny Tyna nmoromy, 4to Tak BeIUT JOAT. JlOJTr HE mepen ceMber U
co0oit, a moapbMu. Beb Mbl HE BHICTOMM, €CIIM KUTCYHE OOBABIT HaM BOMHY. [loaTOMY U3 IBYX 301
BbIOpaHa Oblia MeHbIas. 5.

N Jlaga cokpyllleHHO NoOKadyana TrojaoBod. UTO MOMKET ObITh ISl KHSKEHKHU JIOPOXKE JI0JIra
Iepe]l TEMU, KTO IPUCATAN €1 Ha BEPHOCTH? TeX, KTO 3alMINai €€ Ha IPOTSHKEHUU BCEN €€ JKU3HMU.
PacckazpiBasl CKa3ku O TOM, YTO OBUIO M MPOIILIO, HO OCTAJI0Ch. YUMJI U JACHUCS 3HaHUAMU. E
JOBEpUJIM CBOM JKU3HU, a OHA JOJDKHA ObUTa MX 3alMTUTH. [loTOMYy 4TO HaMO OTUIaYMBaTh JOJTH.
JIro6pie. Jlaxke Takue CTpallHble W TOYTH HEBBIMOJHUMBIC. TakoBa cynbOa. He xotema Ob1 — He
pokanack Obl B KHSDKbeM cembe. bbuia Obl OOBIMHON JEPEBEHCKON AEBYOHKOW Oe3 poay u
nieMenu. Toraa u Jois U cyap0a crana Obl apyroi. Moxker — nydine, MoxkeT — xyxe. Ho oHa
pOAUIIACH KHSYKEHKOM. . .

A xoJsib cousBomia... He obeccyapb. JKu3Hb. A oHa ObeT 00JibHO. U yailie Bcero HEOXKUaHHO.
Tak, 4TO MHOTJA W MOJHATHCS HET CHJI, BCTAaTh U TOPAO MOCMOTPETh B IIa3a CBOMM BparaM. A
MOXKET MHOIZA M MOXyXke... M cpeay BCEro 3TOr0 HEXENATEIbHOE 3aMYKECTBO €IIE HE CaMoe
crpamHoe. Ho u He nydmee. Ho Bce-Taku. ..

CrpaiHee HaliTH CBOIO CTPaHy B pyHHaX. YBHJAETh OCYXKJICHUE B I1a3ax JroAed. Moub ciacTu
u He caenarb 3toro. CrpycuTb. OTBEpPHYTBCA OT HYXKJAaOUMXCsS B nomoum. Botr 3to mo-
HACTOSIIEMY CTPAIIHO. A KUTCYHE... )KyTKHE OHU. 3BEPH OIHUM CJIOBOM, OT KOTOPBIX HUKOT/A HE
3Haellb Yero xaaTh. M He npeayragaTh Beab!



Hy, na Hu4ero, ko BceMy NPUBBIKHYTh MOKHO. Eciu nmocrtaparecs. Ecnu 3axorers. Benp u ona
He 0e3 cekpeToB U TaifH. [lycTh caObIX U HE OUYEHB-TO JeHCTBEHHBIX. Ho B 4y)koM Mupe — u TO
x71€6! ['maBHOE 3HATh, KOTJa MPUMEHUTD UX... C HAUOONBIIMMU MOCIEICTBUSIMU /1JI1 COOCTBEHHBIX
Bparos.

Ho camoe BaxHoe, 4yTo He omHa oHa. Pox m Mup cinenom yBsizanmuce. He cnpocunuch —
noexanu. M noruanu Beb NOCECTPUILY POAUMYIO, XOTh M PaHbIe UX Ha HEJEeMo Belexana Jlaga. Ho
HE MOIJIa TOHATH OHA OJHOTO... YUTO cliepHyno OparkeB ¢ HacukeHHOro mecta? Benb Tam u 1oM, u
ceMbsi, U Jipy3bs! Jla u HeBecThl ecTh. [lapHU He ckazarb, UTO KPacoOTOM OnMuCTaNM, HO U HE TaK,
4100 el o0jaeneHbl. CuiibHBIC, T00OpBIC, OT3BIBUMBBIC. Xopolme pedsra. Ob0a pycoBOIOCHIE, C
JIETKOU PBDKUHKOM. A Tma3a... Kak y kota bapcuka, 9aro »uit moma y 3Haxapku Mapdsl. 3BecTHOM
Ha BCEX OCTpOBax KynecHHUIIbl. ToIbKo yX OOJBbHO Ha S3BIK OCTpa Obula cTapyxa. He momxomm —
TaK OMYCTHUT, YTO MaJl0 HE Mokaxercs. [IpaBna Tem, KTO IEMCTBUTEIBRHO HYKAAJICS B €€ TOMOIIH
He oTka3biBaja. Bcerma momorna... Korma moOpbIM COBETOM, KOTJla HYXXKHOW TpaBKOM, a TOU
3enbeM. A bapcuk... bapcuk npubuiics k ee qomy JeT niaTh Hazal. [Ipuinen 06e3nbiid, rpsi3HbIA. ..
OnHu m1a3a ropst U3yMpyOHbIM OrHeM, Kak Obl roBops — 'He B3sATh MeHs Tak npocto! S eme
noooprock... M moboproch Tak, 4TO Bbl 3TO HA/N0-0-0yro 3anomuute!'. Boixoguna ero Mapda...
Otkopmuina. 3a X034iKy cTaja...

A maza y napHeil... OguH B omuH mnpocto! 3enensle, spkue! MHorma kaxercs, 4TOo U B
TEMHOTE CBETATCS... [JSauib W MEePEeKUHYThCA MOTrYT HO4Ybl0. Kak uHaue OOBSICHUTH HX
OECIIyMHYIO MATKYIO ITOXOJKY Y 3BEPUHBIN CIIyX. ..

bausnenamMmu mHOIA WX Ha3bIBajIM, J1a TOJbKo Poj mocrtapiine Opara Ha roa ObUl. XOTh U HE
CKazaTh 3TOrO.

Hsns Bot Toxke. He 3axorena ormyckars onHy. Mo, OHa U €€, U OTHA €€, U BCEX €r0 JIeTeu
BbIpacTHJIa. 3a BceMu cieamia. Becem kombiOenbHble nena. [Tomorana. Houamu TeMHbIMU Oepera.
bosne3Hu rHama cioBaMu 3aBETHBIMH. Y UUJIA.

Jla 1 ecu kUTCyHE ce0e YTO JIMIIHETO MO3BOJIAT, TO TaK 3a MYIMMCThIE XBOCTHI oTTackaeT! He
MOCMOTPUT Ha pox U TwieMms, Oyab Thl X0Th camuM HMmmneparopom! Tonabko moTom mpobiem
oyner...

A elle B CyMKe craj, 0OBbEBIIUCH SI0JI0OKaMU, JTIOOMMBIN TOMAaIHUM 3Beph — ropHOcTai i

ITepseiit apyr. Ilepsbiit crpax. Haciymanace B I€TCTBE CKAa30K O XPAHUTEIAX POAA POIHOIO
— Bemukux ['opHocrasx. Bor u nosBuics fum B nome. HUKOro He mpusHaBaia KPOME XO3AUKHU.
beper ee nymie xxu3Hu cBoeu 3BepuHoOn. [lapouke mapHen Tak pasykpacui JuIla, YTO U MOKA3aThCs
Ha MosxX Obuto cThiAHO! OT JAOMAaNHero 3Bepsi MalleHbKOTO yauparb npunuiock! He crpaBunucs!
3a HECKOJIbKO HEOCTOPOXKHBIX CJIOB Haka3zaid. UToO Bmpenb 3HaAIM, YTO OOMKaTh CIA0bIX HENb3S. ..
UYTo y HUX, KaK MPaBUIJIO, HAXOIATCA Xopolme 3aumTHUKU. JoOpsiii. Bepusbiii. U3 necy BeiBeneT,
KOJIb 3a0JyuIlbesi, Oena rpo3uTh — ynpeaut. JKajlb He TOBOPUT TOJIbKO. Jla U 3TOro ckasarhb C
YUCTOU COBECTBHIO HeJb3s... HeT Bellb BUHBI JItOICH B TOM, UTO 110 3BEPUHOMY OHU HE ITOHUMAIOT. ..

VnpiOka BHOBB paciiBena Ha rybax. Jla m kto ckasan, yto cama Jlama OyneT MUPHUTHCS C
mIoxuM ooOpaimeHuemM?! UTo Bce CTEpNUT, ClioBa B OTBET HE CKaxeT? UTO CTaHET KpacHUBOU M
Joporol urpymikoi 6e3 Bonu U Meicieit? M BooOllle, caMu BHHOBAThl, €clii 4To He Tak. Camu
TpeboBaJin — caMu paciuiadyuBaiiTech. Bece oroBopeHo. J[pakonamu 3aBepeHo. ..

A Vmneparop UX roBOpAT — KPacCHUB... DTO JHaxe 3ab(dbl mpusHatoT. Onaced. Tolbko Bce OHU
takue. Jlucel MHOroxBocThie. OfaHAaKO, Ha 3BEpUHYIO (HOPMY B3IISAHYTh MOXKET M yaacTcs. XOTb
ogHuM miazoukom! Jla yxk, oxora myuie HeBoiu Oyner... M MMmeparop He cTpammrt, M yyxas
CTpaHa, ¥ HEMOHSATHBIC 3aKOHBI-MIpaBuia. .. [loToMy 4TO HHTEPECHO. ..



Cxocuiia B cTOpoHy ma3a. [lokazanoce wim cpeau TuCTBbI JEHCTBUTEIBHO MEIIBKHYIIO YTO-TO
peokee? Cornsipatain? Hnuon? Mnu oxpana He3BaHas? Uyxkaasa? A MOXET MMOKa3anoch...

A HsHs onste uto-TO BsbkeT. Kak TOJIBKO MOKHO BEPXOM Ha KOHE CIMIAMU OpyrnoBarh? M
Jomaab Beap uaeT kyna Hajno! U ve ciaeaut 3a Held HsHromka Hu equHbM Titazoukom! Kak Oynro
TaK ¥ HaJO... CIIOBHO HUYETO CTPAHHOTO U HE MPOUCXOJIUT.

Cxonbko set xuBeT Jlaga u Bce yaupisiercs. I[locTossHHO 4yeM-TO ynmuBUT ee Oalymika. A
BbIImMBaeT kak! Macrepuna! CpoBHATBCS C HEW B TOM HCKYCCTBE HE BCE MOTYT. ..

Hy na u ona He 0e3pykas. KpyxeBa mieretr — He 3a0yzenb BCIO )KU3Hb, KOJIM yBUAMIIL! Bek
nepen miazaMu ctosTh OynyT... Ho He mpomaet oHa ux. Tombko maput. OT cepana ga Ha 100pyro
nmamsATh. TONBKO 3HAIOT 00 3TOM BCero mapa 4eioBek. HsHsS co cTapoi 3Haxapkoil U3 jieca aa
poautenu ¢ pogabiMu. M Bce... Bo BCAKOM cilydae OHaA Ha 3TO HAJEAIACH.

YMeHue miecTu y30psl Kpy:keB — MeTka Cyap0bl, KOTOPYIO O4€Hb TsKE0 crpsAtarhk. [loutn
HEBO3MOXKHO. V0O XH3Hb ueoBeUYecKas €CTh CIJIETCHUE HHUTEW B y30pe BEYHOCTH. BOT TOJIBKO
MEHSTh €€ MOTYT UCKJIFOUUTEIHHO KPYKeBHUIIBI Aa BeunocTs ¢ Cynp0010. He cpasy u ckaxennb K
no0py 310 wiaM 3i1y. Ho K yIMBUTENIBHBIM COOBITHSIM — TOYHO. Beap nt000oe HM3MEHEHHEe —
YAUBUTEIIBLHO U IIPEKPACHO. 11 KOro-ro.

— Jlaga, Beuep yxe, He 1mopa Jiu MPUBaj YCTPOUTh, KAK CUUTACIIIL?

Mup Bce-Taku pHUCKHYI HAapylIMTh pa3AyMbs KHsDKEHKA. A To HsHsa yxe HemoOpo
NONISIIBIBATh Ha MapHel Hadana. HeOo yke 3Be3/bl YChINald, CONHBIIIKO MOYTH CKPBUIOCH,  OHU
BCe enyT U enyT. 1 ocranaBianBaThCs Bpoje Kak He coouparotres... Pa3se neno 3to?!

Co crapyxoil caM KHs3b peako korjma crnopuT. Ilpomie ycTynmuTh. A ocCTajbHBIE BOOOIIE
CymarTcs OecrnpekocioBHO. J[ake BOeBoga, KOTOPBIN CIBIBET CPeAu APYKUHHUKOB KEJIE3HBIM
YEJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOro He nepecnopuiib. Ho BO BCAKOM MpaBUIi€ €CTh UCKITFOYEHHUS. . .

Ot Bocnomunanuii Pon ¢ Mupom nepeaepnynuck. BoeBony Jluxocnasa 6osuuck Bce. Kpome
Jlanme! ¢ ee cembeit. Jla TobKO cam BoeBoma O€3MEpHO yBa)kad KHSKBIO ceMbio. CBoe cumTai. A
Jlagy 00T CIIOBHO BHYYKY JIParolieHHYIO U J0JITOXKIaHHY0. banoBan Hem@amHo. ..

— Kak Bam BoH T0 aepeBue? [lomoiaer?

[lapHu panocTHO cornacuiivch. Bee yctanu na u Kymarts xouercs. Bon HsHs yxke eny nocraer.
[Mupoxku. C kamyctoit u sronamu. OoneaeHbe. Kak cTobko BpeMeHU MITKUMU ocTainuch-t1o? Hy
na Toysibko 3TO0 HsHUH cekper, koTtoporo naxe Jlaga He 3HaeT. A xanb... Eil Obl 3TO He
MTOMEMIAJIO. ..

Jla 1 enodka, Ha KOTOPYIO NaJl B3NS KHSDKEHKH, Obuia xopoas. JlagHas. OT HOUHOU pOCHI
3anmTUT. He 3aMep3HyT HOUBIO.

BoT u KoCcTEp yXKE€ BECENIO 3aHMMAETCA M MOIAMUIHUBACT KEITO-PBDKUMU SI3BIKAMU, PA3TOHSS

CTYIIAIOLILYIOCS] ThMY.

CBepKkHYIIM B TEMHOTE TOJTyOble OTOHBKH U TIponaiu. CBETISYKH 3TO ObUTH UJIM 3BEPHh KAKOW?
KTo0 3Haer... A MOXeT...

A B 31O Bpemsi B PanyxHoil IMniepuu coctosuiachk mnapa mpeatoO0NbITHBIX U HEMAJTOBAXKHBIX
pas3roBopos... [Ipexnae Bcero ms Jlansl u ee apysen.

B Tponnowm 3ane MmMmeparop B3upasi Ha CIOP CBOMX COBETHUKOB C JIETKUM HEIOBOJBCTBOM,
MJICHIyIIMMCS Ha JHE 30J0ThIX ma3. Kak emy 3to Bce Hagoeno! M nepenars Henw3s... He noitmet
BeJlb HUKTO! HO 3TO HMUero... Xopouo X0Th paMKH JO3BOJIEHHOTO HE MEPECTYIAIOT.



— Brimie BenmmaecTBo, s HacTanBaro, 94TO 3Ta )KEHUTH0A ormmbka! IToT Opaxk. ..

Macaxupo-aoHo. Crapblii, yBaxkaemblii kutcyne u3z ®duoneroBoro poaa. CeMuxBocTbid. UTc
rOBOPUT 0 MHOTOM. [/[a 1 mecto I1epBOro cCOBETHMKA 3aHUMAET YKE MOYTU TPUAUATH JIET... TOIBKO
BOT 3TO HE€ 3HAYUT, YTO Xkejaroumx mano... Haobopor — caumkom mHoro. KoTopbix motom
HaxoasaT ymepumMu. COBEPIIEHHO ClydalHo... [IpocTo Tak cinoxunock. Tak noxenana BedyHOCTb.
He BuHuTh k¢ Macaxupo-10HO B TOM, UYTO €ro Bpar MoAaBUJICS aOpUKOCOBOM KOCTOYKOM MM Ha
HEro Hamajau 0aHJIUThl, KOTOPHIM TOYEMY-TO 3aX0TEJIOCh MPOJIUTH YbO-TO KPOBhH?

OT10 3acTaBiseT 3aaymathes. U B3aTh Ha 3ameTky. OT rpexa mogaible. ..

HenaBuaur mromeii. OmHako, ymeno 3TO CKpbiBaeT. Beap sxeHoit Mmmeparopa Oyaet
yejoBevecKas JeByllKa! 3auemM eMy BCAKHE HEHYKHbIE TOA03PEHUS?

MacTtepcTBO MOWCTHMHE 3aciyXHBarollee yBakeHUd. Jlo cux mop ke He ObUI HM B YeM
3anono3pen! Hu B youiicTBax uiiM OTpaBIEHUSIX, HU BO BCSIKUX MPOTUBO3AKOHHBIX JEHCTBUSIX. . .

YauBuTenbHo, HO BTOpoi coBeTHUK Kare-10HO ¢ HUM MOJHOCTBIO COMIACEH. XOTh YepHbIn
POl U SIBIIETCS KpOBHBIM BparoM (DuUOJIETOBOro, BOPOYEM, KaK MU MHOTHUX APYrux. Brmepsbie 3a
JeCATh JIET TOJHOE M aOcoyiIoTHOE comiacue. Yem HMM Tak HE Yroawjia dTa JIEBYOHKA?
[lectnanmaru get. Cmex ga u Tojbko! Pebenok! 1o ux MepkaM, KOHEUHO... Y HHUX €ro HE TO, YTO
3aMyX OTJAr0T, U3 JJOMA HE BbITyCcKaroT! A TyT... Brpouem, 01y :KUBYT MHOTO MEHBIIE KUTCYHE,
TaK 4TO MYCTh TaK...

— S monHOCTHIO comtaceH ¢ Macaxupo-I0HO, TOCIOAUH. DTO ME3alIbsiHC. BBl M Kakoil-TO
4eJIoBeK, MyCTh U, KaK TaM y HHUX, KHsbkeckoro pona! Heyxkenu Henb3st ObUIO HAWTH BaM CYIpyry
Cpeau KUTCYHE, WM Ha XyIod KoHell — 3Jb(OB WU JIPAaKOHOB. TaM XOTh KakKHe-TO
CIIOCOOHOCTH. ..

A, BoH oHO uro! Xena. Bnagpramnma. Bropoe mo cune m Bimactu cymectBo B Mmmnepun
KoHeuHo uM xoTenoch Obl BUJIETh HA TPOHE OAHY U3 CBouX jAodepeil. [IpekpacHasi BO3MOKHOCTb,
npekpacHas. [IpopBarecs k eme Oonbieit Biact... U ycrpanuts ero. Ho He Oymet storo. OH He
IOIYCTUT.

A uyenoBek... Ha Hero BmusaTh jnerko. Tak 4To ¢ 3TOW CTOPOHBI OyHTa MOXKHO OymeT He
oxkujark. [IpocTo ero xeHa He MOCMEET €ro opraHn3oBarb. Tem Oojee, KTo cKa3aj, 4YTo OHa OyaeT
Nmnepatpunen Pany:xnoit Umnepun?

Ho d4ro-TO 4eTBepThIi YYaCTHUK 3TOr0 HEOOJBIIOIO COOpaHUS XPAaHUT MOJO3PUTEIIHHYIO
MOJYaIUBOCTb. .. CTpOUT m1aHbI?

Kacymu-10HO He ObUI COBETHUKOM, HO C HUM MPUXOAMIOCH CUUTAThCA. CIUIIKOM MyAp ObLT
CTapuK, 32 YbMMH ILJICYAMU JIeXKaldu BeKa. J|OCTHUTHYBIIMI HEOBIBAJIOW BBICOTHI €ILIE MPH BIIACTH
npenpiayiero Mvneparopa. M oTHIOOb HE 3a, KaK TOBOPST Yy JIFOEH, 'KpacHuBble Mia3a'. 3a CHILY.
XUTPOCTb. YMEHHE NPOCUYUTHIBATH COTHU BAPUAHTOB CBOMX JEHUCTBUM HA HECKOJIBKO IIATrOB
Briepen. [IpeayraapiBats ux.

A eme y Hero ObUIO JecATh XBOCTOB. VckmtounTenbHOro cepedpsiHoro msera. M coTHm
BonpocoB 3a ciiHOM ¥ MPOILIEANIMMYU BEKaMH.

Cepsniii pon Tymansiumx pazym. XuTep, 0X xutep Obul oH. W BUjeT MHOTO JajbIle, YeM JBOE
COBETHUKOB. Tak 4TO TyT HaJl0 ObITH OCTOPOKHBIM. .. B/iBoiiHe.

— IlycTh npuesxaer.

Tuxui TOJI0C, HO CIIOPIIMKN MTHOBEHHO 3aMOJIKatOT. He um crioputh ¢ HUM. Tak ke Kak U ¢
Bnanpikoii. Ho Benp mo3BositoT cebe ATy POCKOIL Tocnofa COBeTHUKH... [lo3Bomstor! XoTs Tak
naxe nHTepecHee... He tak cky4Ho.

— IlycTh OHa pue3kaer. A Mbl IOCMOTPHUM. ..



breicTpeiii B3mIsiA. YUyTOUKY HEIOBOJIBHBIN, YyTOYKY HACMEIUTMBBINA, HO B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM
— JIEASHOM.

Macaxupo-10H0 U Kare-10HO HAYMHAKOT KJIAHATHCS U MATUTHCS Ha3ad. MTHOBEHHO IOHSIIN,
YTO JJI HUX ayIMEHIIMS 3aKOHYEHa. YTO MX MHEHUE YK€ HE BaxHO. UTo Bce pemeHo... MHOro et
Ha3aJl. TOJIBKO ATOr0 UM 3HATh HEOOSI3aTEIBHO.

YMmubL... U ocTtopoxHbl. [lo3TOMy M Cymenu Tak JOJNTO MPOAEPHKATCS HAa CBOMX IOCTax.
IToxBasbHO. ..

Nmneparop nepesen B3IIAL Ha cTapuka. UHTEpeCHO, 4TO OH €My CKaxKeT. ..

— YTO THI HO3TOMY JIyMaelllb, MO Apyr?

Vnei0ka. Jlensnas. Takas ke, Kak U OpOIIIEHHBIA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3aJ B3TJIA/IL.

— Kak ckazanm rocrona COBETHUKH — 3TOT Opak Mme3anbsHc. Ho! OHM He BUIAT TIaBHOTO.
OTol neBouke 6s1aroBoJiAT 3Be3/bl. Ha manHOM sTarne Ku3Hu. A 4To OyAET MOTOM. ..

N nmocnaB HacMENDIMBYIO yIbIOKY IMIiepaTopy, TOT paCTBOPHUIICS B TYMAHHOM JBIMKE.

ITycts. EMy MOxHO. Ha aTOT pas.

ToHKHE PYKM MOTHSUIM CO CTOJIA JJUCTOK C JOHECEHHEM TEX, KTO CJIEIAUI 3a IIYTEM HEBECTHI.
ITocmoTpum... 1 caenaem coOCTBEHHBIE BHIBOJBI.

Jlns1 gemoBeka TOBOJIBHO KPacHBa, €CIIM CYUTATh TOCTOMHCTBOM IMYXJIYIO0 QUTYPKY, KYPHOCHIH
HOCHK M HEOOBIYHOTO IBeTa mia3a. JlaBanmaoBble. Kak ropueiii npeTok... Hy, 3T0 MBI yBUIUM...
Camu. [Ipuuem B OmmokaiieM OyayIeM.

Cwmupenna. Hy Bot 3t0 — Bpsn nu! Cynsg mo Tomy, 4YTO OH 3HAeT O HeW — Haras Joxb. He
MOJKET YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIA MOCTOSIHHO BBSI3BIBAETCS BO BCAKHWE UCTOPUH MOCITYIIHOW U CMUPEHHOM,
To fna! A eciu Her...

['opaa. A BOT 3T0 OoJibIle MOX0KE Ha mpasAy. JleBylika mpoucxosiias U3 TaKoro JIPEBHETO U,
4Yero rpexa TauTh, B KaKOM-TO CMBICIIE CHJIBHOTO pofia JOJDKHA ObITh Topaoil. B pa3ymMHBbIX
npeaenax, KOHEYHO.

YTo ke HaM M3BECTHO 3a Bce rofbl HaOmromeHui? 30J0ThIe IIa3a OKyTana Oenecas JpIMKa
MaMsTH, BO3BpAIlAsi IPOIUIbIE 3HAHUS U MBICIIH.

CornacHa Ha Opak MOTOMY, 4TO 3a00TUTCS O CBOMX MOJIAHHBIX. YK€ ObIBIIMX, Mpasna... Ho
Bce k! Uyxkas Xu3Hb JUIsl HEe He MycTou 3ByK. A HeuTo OeciieHHoe... KoTopoe mpocTo Henb3s
oTOUpaTh 3a paau 3a0aBbl.

Hemuoro Bnageet marueit. Crpanno... Beap B ee poay oTpoasck He Obuto MaroB. O0ydanach y
3Haxapku. Mim Oblna el mompyroi-BHydkoi-yueHunei? HeusBectno. Ho oTHoIeHUs y HUX ObUTH
CaMbl€ TEILIbIE.

JloBOJIBHO CBOOOMONIOOMBA, UTO KaK pa3 HE BSHKETCA CO CMHUPEHHOCTBIO M MOKOPHOCTHIO.
XOTd HEYIMBUTEIBHO 3TO... ECIM XUTh cpeny TeX YCIOBHH, KaKue CyHEeCTBYIOT Ha (CEeBEpHBIX
OCTPOBaX... Y IUBUTEIBHO, YTO OHA HE MOX0Ka HA HEMPUPYYEHHOTO JUKOTO 3BEpbhKa!

Bunena kutcyne 6e3 macok. Bo BpeMsi 0oqHOTO HENMPUSATHOTO MHIMUACHTA, KOTJIa BHYTPEHHUE
npoOJIeMbl CTadu BHEHMHUMU. J[aBHO 3TO ObUIO, MpaBaa, HO YeM Jenmi He myTtut? Bapyr eie
MMOMHHUT YTO-TO, XOTSI €0 JIFOJU KJSJIUCh, YTO CTEPJIM €M 3T BocIOMUHAaHUs. .. Bee. Jlo eaquHoro.

— Ilocmotpum... Ha Bcskuil citydaid, HE HY)KHYIO )E€HY BCErJla MOKHO yOpaTh C JOPOTHU Tak,
YTO BCE CIUIIYT Ha CIydaiiHOCTh. UemoBedeckas )KM3Hb TaK Xpynka U ObICTpOTEYHA... Tak 4To 3TO
He mpobiemMa.

A crapuk Kacymu-10HO nepea paccBeTOM Mpu3Baj K cede I pa3roBopa CBOIO MJIEMSHHUILY.
B cBoM cOOCTBEHHBIE KOMHATHI, B KOTOPBIEC OOSJICS 3aXOAUTh JIaXKe €r0 COOCTBEHHBIN ChIH.



Kopu Obuta yMHON JTHCUYKOM, TYCTh U MOJIONION. TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO pa3MeEHsIa MEPBYIO COTHIO
JIET U MOJYy4YWJIa IPAaBO HOCUTh MAcKy. XUTpa IUIEMSIIKA. TOJIbKO BOT MAacTEPCTBA €M HE XBATAET.
Hy na u sto npuzet. C ronamu.

C3anu pazpancs mopox TkaHu. [lpunuia-taku... M1 He omo3pana... Brnpouem u He mocmerne
OBl

— BrI 3Banmu MeHst, gsaas?

Jla, Tak OyJeT Jydilie BCero... A COBETHUKHU MPOCTO AypaKu!

— Te1 gomxHa cTarsk noapyrou Oynymei Braaasraunel. B aToM gene mydine ObITh Ha CTOpPOHE
3aBEJIOMOT0 MOOEAUTENIS, YEM TIIYIBIX JOMBICIOB U MHEHHUI. . .

[msas1 B mMpoOKO pacraxHyThle MOYTH Oenble Iasza, cTapuk paccmesuics. He oxummama! A
JIOJKHA OBl. ..

— DI70... TaKk HEOOXOIUMO?

['ma3za Ge31yMHO OCMAaTpPUBAIOT MOTPYKEHHYIO B MOJYMPAK KOMHATy. Y CTEH CTOST MIKA(bI C
KHUTaMH, KOTOPBIX OTHO CJIOBO — COTHU. CIaJibHYIO MTOJOBUHY OTTOPAXKUBAET JEPEBIHHAS [IMPMa
C BBIPE3aHHBIM Ha Hel TUrpoM B OaMOykoBoi pomie. Cam ad1d CUAUT PAIOM C NHUCbMEHHBIM
CTOJIMKOM Ha KOTOPOM IOKOSITCSI HECKOJIBKO CBUTKOB M KHHUT, a TAK K€ TYIICYHUIIA C YEPHUIIAMMU.

— Nwmenno. Hoapyxucsk ¢ Hen. Hayuucs noepsateb ei. U He cmen nraTs!

Tonbko tak. [lomHoe moepue. MHaue — HUYero He monyuutca. He cOymyThes MmiiaHbl H
MEYTHI.

— bbITh oTKpOBeHHO?! C yenoBekom?!!!

CKOJBKO THEBA... A €CIIH TaK...

— Ilogymaii, Kopu... XBaruT jiu TBOUX CUJI, 4TOOBI cripaBuThesi ¢ Kpyxxepuuuei? Jla eme u
MOJIy4HBLIEH TTpo3BuUILEe Mynpas?

Bot Tak. Ero nmuoHsl pacckaszanu emy 4yTh OoJblle, ueM JIpyruM. [IpaBna, ux moToM Haluiy
MEpTBBIMHU, HO 3TO Belb cyle MycTAKU? VX )KU3HU HUYEro HE CTOST MO CPABHEHUIO C OyqylmM
ero poaa. Tak 4To UM IPULUIOCH YMEPET. ..

Kak m mapouke sroneid npu 3amke KHs3sA. CBOEro Bpara WIJIM COKO3HHMKA HaAo 3HaTb. M He
JI0BEpATH BceM 0e3 pazoopa. Jlroau! UTo ¢ HUX B3ATH?

— Kpyxeauna?

Hano cmenuts yuurensa nmo Mcrtopum apyrux pac, MEIbKHYIa HEJOBOJIbHAS MbICIb. He 3HaTh
takoro! Ilo3op aa u ToNMBKO!

— Tak y HUX Ha3bIBAIOT IJETYIMX CyAbObl. CIIpaBUIILCS JIU ThI C TOW, KOTOPAsi MOXKET BIUATH
Ha cyabObl? KoTopas oqauM c1o0BoM MOKET U3MEHUTH ee? IlepenucaTh HEe TOJIBKO TBOIO )KU3Hb, HO
U Bcex? J[OCTarouHo TOJIBKO TMOXKEarh, YTOOBI MEPBBIA KUTCYHE HUKOTJA HE TOSBUIICS B 3TOM
MHDE. ..

[lonumanue. IlneTynmx He poxaanoch yxe Oonee cra yier. I 4To yaMBUTEIBHO, Cpeau
KUTCyHE ObUta TosbKO oaHa. Ilepeas Mmmneparpuna. ¥V 31bQoB ux HE ObUIO U B MOMHUHE. Ay
JOJIEN. .. MOCcTOSIHHO. [louemy nHTEepecHo? Uem 3acmyxunu? Kak npusneknu BHuManue boruamn?

— Xai! Sl cHuMy nepen Hel Macky.. .

Her, ymHa miemsmika, ymHa. He otHuMmens. Murom Bee npocuuraia, noHsuia. Tenepb MOXHC
ObITh CIOKOMHBIM. He mpomazaeT... Y Hero Beab OCTAJIOCh TaK Majio BPEMEHHU... A €Il CTOJBKO
HY)KHO YCIIETh CAENaTh!

A HaJ MHUpPOM BC€ sIpu€ pas3ropajoch 30JI0TOE COJHIE, NepeKpalmBas He0O M3 YEPHOIO B
CUSIOIIYIO Ja3ypb. Jlaromme HaaexK oy, YTO CETOaHs OyAeT Jyyllle, 4eM BUepa.



Haneko, Ha CeBepHBIX OCTPOBAX, 3HAXapKa JIOBOJBHO OTJIOKHWJA TaJajbHble KaMHU. Mwup
6maroBonui ee yuenuiie. Obeman cBor 3anmTy. ['0TOB ObLT yKa3aTh BEpHBINA MyTh. Ho mpumer nu
ero Jlaga? Wnu mpocTo oCTaHETCS BEpHOM ceOe, BBICTPOMB CBOKO CynbOy, JKH3HB U JOPOTY
CaMOCTOSITENIHO?

— I'nmynsiii kH3b, Dynibie kKuTCyHE! Hy na Hedero... Cxopo camu Bce norimere U y3Haete! Ha
COOCTBEHHOM, TaK CKa3aTh, IIKYpE...

N 1o n30ymike nomibul BeCeNblid paJOCTHBIA CMEX, CIYTHYB Mapy JETYYUX MBIIIEH Ha YepaaKe.
Bripouewm, 3HaxapKy 3TO aOCOJIFOTHO HE BOJIHOBAJIO.

— Jlamyika eme XOpOIEHbKO BCTPAXHET 3TOT yieu, umenyembii Mmnepuen! He tak nu, a,
XUTPBIN 00xk0pa?

C meukn comiacHO MAYKHYI 4epHbld bapcuk. OH TOXe XOpOIIO 3HAI KHSDKEHKY U
NpEACTaBISUT MacIradbl TOTOBSIIErocs nepenosoxa. CIHMIIKOM OMpOMHOIO JUIsl 3TOH MajeHbKOU
CTpaHbL, KOTOpas Ha KapTaxX 3aHUMAET MOJIMUPA.

— Omna Oyner Benukoi Bnagsrauiieit, moBepb MHe Ha ciioBo! Mnu s He Mapda-3naxapkal

TI'nasa 1

Cuna... B nerctBe s mymana, 4To ObITh CHJILHBIM 3HAYUT HUYETO He 00sTCs. COBCEM-COBCEM.
Huyero, HUKOro U HUKOTA.

N Bcerna kopuiia ceds 3a ciabocth. Benp cuita cama no cedbe oTrpuuaer ciadbocTs. A s Obuia
cnaboii... M xxyTko 0osjiach TEMHOTHI, MTAyKOB, TUKHUX 3BEepel, MPUBUACHUN... MHOro ele 4ero.
[IpocTo moTomy, uTo s )KyTKasa Tpycuxa. Tak obu10. IloKa...

[Toka s HE TOHAJA, YTO OBITH CHJIBHBIM 3TO JI€JaTh TO, YTO NOJKHO. He GosATcs ocyxneHus,
€cM Jymaenlb He Kak Bce. He mpsTarhcs 3a uykue CIHUHBI, OTPUIlAs CBOIO BUHY. YIIBIOATHCA B
JIMIIO Bparam, 3Hasl, YTO OHU CIHST U BUJIAT, KaK OTIIPABUTH T€Osl B BeUHOCTh Tpomnoro be3 Konna.

BeITh cHIIBHBIM, 3HAYUT OBITH Ci1aObiM. Huyero He 0osTCS TOJBKO Aypaku ja mepTBbie. He
ObIBaeT jrofieil 0e3 ciabocTei, Kak U He ObIBaeT JIIoJed He 3Haronmx ctpaxa. A cwia... Cuia
MPUXOJUT, KOTJa OHA JEHCTBUTENbHO HYy)XHA. MHOrma ckBo3b ciie3bl W mnopuilanue. Korga T
3alMI@AeIIh TE€X, KOTO JOJKEH U KOMY HY)KHa TBOS [IOMOIIIb.

Sl He crana cMmenee unu cuibHee ¢ rogamu. Ho g uzmenwmnace. [IpocTto nmpunmoces MoHATH U
NpUHATH. MHOTOE.

Korma-to, moyTw uenyr >KU3Hb Ha3al, MEHA Iyrald KUTCyHe. Moj, npuayT IeMOHBI
MHOTOXBOCTBIE, 3a0€pYT B CBOIO CTpaHy Ja OTAAAYT B )KEHbI CAaMOMY-CaMOMY 3JIOMY Jucy. S He
BEpUJIa B 3TH CKa3KH. 3ps. TOJBKO BOT CKa3KH Ja CTPAIIAJIKK ObUTA HE TIPUYEM. ..

3aueM, HY 3aueM Mmmneparopy keHa u3 pona mwoaei? Beap He paau BIACTH WM KpacoThl!
Tewm Oosiee, 4TO JIIOJSIM OYEHb TPYAHO, TOYTH HEBO3ZMOKHO CPABHUTHCS ¢ KUTCyHe. Hu mo cuie, Hu
M0 CMOCOOHOCTSIM, HU MO Kpacote... [Ipocto Tak cimyuunock. M Hexoro BUHUTH B 3ToM. Hano
MPOCTO KUTh.

A cBanpba HyXHA. ..

JLi1s1 mopiepkaHusl IPYKECKUX OTHOLIEHUM, KaK CKa3aJIu MPUCIaHHbIE CBaTbl. Bo umsa mupa
Mexay pacamu. Beap mbl Takue ynuButTenbHble! Xa! Urpymku. Pa3zBinedeHue 1uisi nMpechIICHHb
KU3HBIO MTOYTH BEUHBIX JIUC!



OHUM MHOTO NMPUBE3IU JTOPOTUX NOAAPKOB. CaMbIX pa3IMYHBIX... TOHKHE IIENKA, YEpEnaubu
rpeOHU, TOHKHE, BHUTBHIC YKpallleHWs HE 3HaIlmie ce0e paBHBIX HU MO MacTepCTBY, HU IO
Kpacote... MHOro eliie 4ero ObLIo0.

A mucel... He uHavye ckiioHuTh Ha cBOKO cTOopoHy xoTenu Coser [Ipasumx. Ilogkynwuiu...
[Iponanu meHs. 3a 30J10TO U IparoneHHble KaMHU! Kak Kakyro-To Bellp. ..

Jlnst Mupa, 171sl CTpaHbl, JUIs JIFOOBH. ..

Yyms! He Bepro! Hu eqnaOoMy cioBy!

Bparb B m1a3a... Ynbei0oarbcst 3Has, 4TO BCe CKazaHHOE — JIoXb. KpacuBas u onbsiHstomas. Ho
HEHY)XHas. MHe.

Xa, a Hanm-To [IpaBsiume HUUyTh HE Xyxe HocaT macku! JIunemepsl. [IpogaxHsie. ..

Cembio TonbKo xkanko. CectpeHok. bpara crapuiero. Mama makaina, korna s yezxana. Hukro
HUKOT/a HE BUJIEI €€ miauyiiei. Kak xe... BOMH, BAIbKUPHUS U ILIAYET. ..

IIpoctu, ponHasi, CBOIO HEMYTEBYIO 04b. He M0s TO BUHA, HO U CJAEAaTh s HUYETO HE MOTY.
IIpocTO y MEHS HENOCTATOYHO CUJI, 3HAHUMN, 4 MOXKET elle 4ero... Ho Tel mpoctu... IIpoctu.

Benn TeOe u3-3a MeHs gocranercs. Tebe Benb Henb3s miakars. [Ipuntonno. Ha miazax y Bcero
Hapona. Y CoBera, KOTOpBI T€OsI U OCYIUT.

Ho s He moHuMaro, moyeMy TeOe Helb3s MPOJIUBaTh CJIE€3, €CIIM Jaxe clie3bl boros opomaroT
3eMIT0 10XkJeM? Benb Thl mOTEpsiia 10Yb. . .

Mens npoBoxkanu Kak yxe ymepuyr. Hemynpeno. Jirvonu B MMnepun noiro He xuByT. 1o,
1Ba, TPU — MAKCUMYM. Sl HUKaK HE MOTY MepecTaTh JyMaTh 00 3TOM HaBA3aHHOM Opake. ..

OOman, Bce ooOMaH!

TonbKO BOT, YTO CKpBIBAETCS 3a 3TUM COKO30M, s HE 3Har. A 3Harh Hano. lloTomy kak
ymuparb MHe He xouercs. Hu kanensku. Ho... CinuikoMm yx pacripocTpaHEHO TaMm U30aBlIeHUE OT
HEXXeJaTeIbHBIX JKeH. Tak, 4To M He Haijelh TOro KTO yOuia. XOTS ero 3HawT Bce... Jlo
nociennero xxutelst! Ho HUKTO He ckaxkeT u ciaoBa. He ocynur.

DT0... CTpaIlHO.

BrpoueM, MepTBbIE MY»Kbsl BCTPEYAIOTCSI TAM HE PEKE.

[TosTomy Hano ObITh cuibHOM. U xnare. HaGmonars. He mpomyckars HU ¢lIOBa, HU CllyXa, HU

LIYTKH.
IToTOMy YTO KUTB-TO XOUYETCH. ..

(lueBHuk Jlasapi,
MeECHII 3J1aTONO0Js, 27 A€Hb KPACHBIX 3B€3]1).

Nx Bcrpewanu Ha camou rpanune Panyxnon Hmnepuun. Kak pa3 tam, rme KOHYaJIKMCh
BiajieHus ['oproro Xo3sinna — CupeHeBbie TOpbl. Takue MpeKpacHbIe U yKacHbIe. XOTS IJIsl KOro
Kak... Jlna Jlagpl U ee CIOyTHUKOB OHU OBUIM OYE€Hb TOCTENPUUMHBIMH. Hu OIMH XUIIHUK HE
MOTPEBOXKUII UX TTOKOS, HU OIUH OOBAJI HE CIIYYHJICS, XOTSI TOBOPST, YTO OHHM B ITUX ropax OYEHb
yacToe sBjicHue!

Ho 310 He BaxkHO... Yke He BaxHO. [loToMy Kak BOepenn CTOsUIM IeCsATh KUTCyHE. ONIEThIX B
aOCOJIFOTHO YEpHBIC OACKIBl 0€3 Kakux-TnOO OI03HaBaTeIbHBIX 3HAKOB. byaro cama CMepTh
CIIYCTHJIACh U3 CBOMX YEPTOrOB HA 3€MJIIO. TOJIBKO AK€ Yy HEE HET TaKUX PaBHOMYIIHO-XOJIOJHBIX
ma3. Kak u KyTKO-TIpeKpaCHBIX MACOK. ITO CKopee nmpeporaruBa Beunoctu, yem apyrux boros u
boruns.

JlecsTb cMepTENIbHO ONACHBIX BOMHOB, BCTpPEYa ¢ KOTOPHIMHU Ha BOMHE 00€Iaia HEMUHYEMYIO



ru0esb, CIIOKOWHO CMOTPENH Ha JIIOJEH MO3BOJUBIIMX C€0€ HEMBICITUMYIO POCKOIb — MPHUATH B
ux BinajgeHus. B ux crpany. B ux gomM. A TO 4TO HMpPOTUB COOCTBEHHOW BOJHU... JTO HE WUX
npoOJIEMBbl.

Tem Gonee, 4TO BOeBaTh C KUTCYHE HE PUCKHET HU OJHA paca M3 HbIHE CYIIECTBYIOIMX B ’TOM
mupe. IIpocto He nmocmeroT. [ToTomy uto Gostcs. [loaToMy yxe JaBHO HE pa3BopayMBaja BOMHA
CBOETO YepHOro AsiMuaroro ¢uara... He coObupana ¢ 3emeinb kpoBaByto xarBy. He naruna nronsam
CTOpPEBUIMMH JOMaMU Ja yOMTON cemMbeld M pogHbIMH. BOilH ¢ KUTCyHe BOOOIIE HE OBUIO YXKe
Oonble cemucor JieT. Jla u apyrux Toxe. 3auem? Ecnu u tak sicHO KTo cuibHee. .. [loTromy urto...

Eme cBexu Bocnomunanusi o Boitne J[Byx Pac. Onu xuByT B cepauax u ymax. Ciavmkom
KYTKUMH OHHM OBLTH, YTOOBI JIETKO 3a0bIThCa. UTOOBI OeccrneqHO CTepeThbesl M3 MaMsTH JIIOAEH,
OCTaBIIMCh TOJIBKO Ha CTPAHULIAX KHUXKEK 110 UCTOPUHU. B JereHnax u necHsIx MEHECTpEIIe.

Jluce ipocTo cmenu cBoux BparoB. Cumoit. Marueit. XKuydecTrro. Jltoaeit Obuto 60bIIIe, HC
OHM He 00JIaJlajii U JIECSATOU JI0JIeil TOTO, YeM BJIaAENId 3TU JEMOHBI-000poTHHU. [IpocTo moromy,
YTO Yy HUX JAPYrOM CO31areilb HE HAJICIUBIIMU CBOUX JIETEW BEUHOCTBHIO U CUJIOW. TONBKO JKaXI0U
KU3HHU J1a cyacThia. Bor u Bce. M moaTomy. ..

Boitna Obuta mpourpana. 3aBegomo. C camoro Havana. Ho kTO k& 1o cOOCTBEHHOM BOJIE
MPU3HAETCS B COBEPIIIEHHBIX OMMOKax? B ToM, 4TO pUCKHYN HH 32 YTO?

A Jpyrue pachl... OCTAINCh B CTOPOHE. [[pakoHbl CHUJIbHEE KHUTCYHE, HO OHU MYIAPbI U
NPEANOWIN COXPAHUTh HEeUTpanuTeT. Tem Oosee, 4To apy3ei He mpeaaroT. Bo BcskoM ciyyae —
OHM. A JIHCHI IJIsl TPaKOHOB UMEHHO Jpy3bsa. He Bce, HO U 3TOro okaszanoch JAOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI
COXpPaHUTh HEUTPAJIUTET.

Onbdbl BOOOIE CXOPOHWINCH B cBoMX CBeTbIX jecax. bynro ux 3to He kacaiock. Hu koum
obpazom. OHM BeJb MUPHBIN HApOJ, HE MPUEMIIONMN BOWHBL Ho modyemy Torga oHM HUCHENSIN
kuTcyHe? A o nmongx 3a0eBanu... Mnum npocto He xoTenu mnomMHUThH? Jloged st HUX He
CYIIIECTBOBaJO. A OHM, JIOAW... MOTHOanu, HE Xemnas crmaBarbesa. Ho mpummiock. Bwibopa He
ocTajock. MlHaue KUTCyHe MPUHSIMCH OB 3a neTeit. 3a Oyaymiee. M He momaanmm 061 HUKOTO. Pa3pe
MOIJIM KOPOJIM MPOIUIOro Takoe JomycTuTh? W mosaTomy M3 Bcex 3011 Oblia BhIOpaHa MEHbIIAs. ..
Cnatbca. [Ipusznath cBoto BUHY. M Bo3amecTuTs yiep0d OT BOGHHBIX IelCTBUM odeauTento. Jlucam.

Ho wano otaars um goipkHoe. [Ipenynpenunu, Npurpo3niivi U MOANKCATIN MUPHBIA JOTOBOP.
Ha cBoux ycnoBusx, koHeuyHo. Kak Oynro um He ObUIO ThiCSY morubumx... Kak Oyaro He Tekiia
peKoi moackas KpoBb. Kak OyATO He BBIpOC Ha MECTax OMTB LIBETOK CKOPOH. ..

Jlaga n3mydeHHO npuKphUIa masa. Hukorga HU 3a 4TO OHA HE AOIYCTUT NMOBTOPEHHS HTOIO
ykaca. Jlyamie yx ObITh OTKYIIOM, YeM BUHOBHHIIEH. Jlydlie CMUPUTHCS, YeM pa3Bs3aTh BOMHY. A
ATO BIOJIHE MOTJIO ObI CIYYUTHCSI, €ClIi ObI OHA 0TKA3aJach OT ATOTO. .. MPEIIOKEHHUS.

[ToHumanu 3To0 M ee CIyTHUKU. MuUroM momoOpaiuch, Kak TOJIBKO 3aMETHJIA BCTPEUaBIIUX.
Mup mupom, a paccinalusaTbCs HE CTOUT... Belb oOUIbI CIUIIKOM CHUJIbHBI, YTOOBI 3a0BIThCS 3a
OJIHO MTHOBEHHE.

— CBeTJioro BaM JHs, KUTCYHE-JOHO.

Komy kak He HeBecTe npuBercTBOBarb? Komy, kak He kHsbkeHke? He Hsne xe ¢ mapHsamu.
Onu 1 He yMEIOT 3TOT0. Tak, KaK JOJLKHO.

A ee yunnn... Jlomro. C TOro MOMEHTa, KaKk BCE CTaJI0 PEIICHO. YUWIU S3bIKY. UyXKum
TpaguiusM. YCTpOHCTBY rocymapctBa. M eme MHOruMm Bemam. J[€HHO W HOIIHO, YTOOBI HE
npuBenu boru, He OCKOPOUTH MOUYTH BEUHBIX xuTeNeH Umnepun.

A OTBETOM MOCIYXUWJW JIMIIb JErKHE KuBKH ToioBoil. Kak »xe! OmycTtarcss BOMHBI 10
pasroBopa C 4eJIOBEKOM, IYCTh U HeBecTol cBoero Mmmeparopa! He ObBars Takomy. He B aTOM



mupe. He B 3Tol xn3HU. [la 1 BCeX MOCIEAYIOIMX — TOXE.

Henobpo B3misinyna Ha Hux Hsus. He mpuBbikia k Takomy obpariennto. [[oMa-To BEXKIUBBIMU
Ja TIPUBETJIIMBBIMHU TOYTH Bce ObUIM. Penko, Korga BCTpeTHINh Hariiena, 4To IMO3BOJUT cede ¢
KHSDKEHKOM pasroBapuBarh Henopobaroie. He To, uto cMomvars Ha BexinBoe npuBerctaue! Ho. ..
31€Ch HE JIOM, a 3HAYUT W 3aKOHbI Apyrue. Hano npusbkikare. CMmuputhes. Ho kak e 31o TpyaHo!
HeBo3moxxHo. Benp 3To 3Hauut, yTo mnpuuercs 3a0biTh caMy cebsa. Bce To, 4Tto cumTanock
MpaBWIbHBIM U BepHbIM. HeoOX01uMBbIM.

Ja eme 3TM UX Macku. YepHbIe B 30JI0TBIX Y30pax, IOJHOCTBHIO CKPBIBAIONWE JULA. TONBKO
VIIIK BUJIHO J1a XBOCTHI. YOUMIIsl... [lo ubto ke aymly u ku3Hb npunuiu Bel? He mo sTux mroneit au?
Wnu 3T0 HY)XKHO JIJ1s1 TOTO, YTOOBI BHYIIIUTH CTPaxX U yBaxeHue. UTo 3k, y Bac MOIy4dmyiock... [lournu.

Teneps 0 HeCHEIHOM CITOKOMHOM TMOE37KE MOKHO 3a0bITh. PaccTarbcs Kak CO CUACTIIMBBIM,
HO YK€ 3aKOHUYHMBIIUMCSI CHOM. 3a0bITh 000 BceM... Kak u 0 pazroBopax oTkpoBeHHbIX. [0 camoro
nBopua mnose3yr Jlagy mon cMepTenpHbIM KOHBOEM. I HM CIIOBa JIMIIHETO BEAb HE CKAXKEIb...
Henw3s. B aTom MoxxHO ObITH yBepeHHBIM. MHaue xkana Obl ee Tpona emie B CUpeHeBBIX ropax. ¥Yx
IpaMOTHBIA HECUACTHBIN ClTyyall cO3/1aTh KUTCYHE CMOIJIU Obl... M Belb HUKTO ObI HE BO3MYTHJICS!

W Huxorna yxe He ObITh JIaJe mOHOCTHI0 OTKPOBEHHOM. .. He ciryunThes 3Toro B Onumxkariiee
BpeMs. A MOXET ObITh M JO KOHIIA XKU3HH. A MoxkeT, U HeT... Kro 3Haer? Ho 4uro monro, ato
TOYHO.

JIBopen ObuT aOCOJIIOTHO HE MOXOXK Ha Bce, uTo Jlama co cnmyrHMKaMM Korja-inbo BUENA.
[Toromy 4TO Ka)KIbli ABOPEI] WUJIM 3aMOK YHUKAJIIEH. BO BCSIKOM ciydae y MpeJACTaBUTEIEH WHBIX
pac. A y moaeit Bce HaoOopoT. x noma moxoxku. Tak ke Kak ¥ 3aMKHU-IBOpPIBL. [loToMy 4TO MX
CTPOMJIM TakK, KaK 3aroBeJOBAIM MPEAKUA U NpapoauTesib Bpems. A y KUTCyHe... Y JIUC OHU ObUIH
cTpaHHbIMU. CJIOBHO HX HApHUCOBAJI HEAPOTHYBIIEH PYKOW XyHOXKHHUK JI1 KOTOPOrO TOJET
daHTazum ObUT BakHEEe peallbHOCTH. I Ha ero mojoTHe paciBeTaly yAMBUTEIbHBIC JOMHUKHU HE
MEHEE YAUBHUTEIBHOM CTpaHbl... Jlerkue, BO3IMylIHBIE, C KpacHOM KpblueW. Bce pesHsle,
y3opuarble. Kazanoch, TOJNBKO TPOHB, U PACCHILIIOTCS 4yaHble cTpoeHus. Ho sto obman... He
pa3pyllMTh UX HU BETpaM, HU JOXASAM, HU Bparam. [loTomy kak ApeBHHE Kak caM MHUpP Yaphbl
OXPaHSIOT 3TY KPacory...

A BMecTO cTeH B kKoMHarax Oymara! Camasi Hacrtosias! M3pucoBaHHas NTUIIAMU, [IBETAMH,
KUBOTHBIMU... A HUHOTAA U JiereHAamMu. Kak JHCbUMU, TaK U JIPAKOHBUMH, dbGuilckumu... 1
naxe denoseueckumu! Ilpapma Jlaga BcTpeTrniia Takoe BCETO mapy pas, HO... DTO-TO HE DIaBHOE!
He Baxxnoe... Cka3ku u JereHJpl €€ MUpa MOMHST U 3HAIOT MHOTOXBOCThIE KUTCyHEe! MOXKeET E
HACMEIIKY, & MOKET IPOCTO MOHPABUIOCH. .. [1ycTh!

A emme B KaxJ0M JoMe ObUIM BepaHbl ¢ BeTamu. M BuimHed. Po30Boi-po30BOH, Kak 3aps.
[IpaBna ceifuac He BpeMs g €€ ILBETEHMs, Ja U BUlHIO Jlaga He oueHb-TO JoouT... Ho
MIOCMOTPETh UHTEpPECHO. Beb He 3psl ke MEHECTpeNu cllaraloT ecHu 00 3ToM uyje?

IToxg mOTONIKOM %€ KayalliuCh, 3BEHSI HA BETPY, KOJIOKOJBIMKH, a 0 BeUuepaM KPacHBIE JTaMIIbI-
aphl, MOX0XKKUE HAa MaJIeHbKUE coiHIla. Beduepuue, koneuno! [lotomy kak naxe goHapu KUTCyHE
HE MOTYT CPaBHUTBHCS MO KPAacOT€ ¢ HEOECHBIM CBETHUJIOM B CBOEM 3€HUTE. DTO UM HE MOJ CHUIY.
Bnpouem, moxert Jlana yero u He 3HaeT?

Yyxno Obuto 3aeck. Hempussrano. Ho ecnu mogymars, To U nrMcam ObLI0 ObI HEYIOTHO B €€
nome Ha CeBepHbIX ocTpoBaxX. CIHMIIKOM pa3HbIE pAChl, CIWILKOM pPa3HbIE B3IVISAbl HA MUP U
KW3Hb, CIIUIIKOM pa3Hble Tpaauuuu. CIMIIKOM MHOTO CIMIIKOM. ..

N 3akpamace B cepjlle HeyaepKUMasi TOCKa MO POAHOMY JoMy. Teruiomy, HaaeKHOMY.



[TonssTHOMY M mpocToMy. Benp Tam medka ropsidas, ¥ CUHE-CEpPOE€ MOpE, U JNEPEBIHHBIE JI0MA,
KOTOpBIE 3aIMTAT OT JI000W Hemorofsl. A eie s0JOHM ¢ KPaCHBIMH U CHUAIONMMHU Togamu. U
MOJISL MTOKPBITHIE MMILIEHUIIEH MO KOTOPOM BETEP TOHHUT 30JI0THIE BOJIHBI... DTO K€ TaK Kpacuso!
Hacrtonbko, 4TO cep/ilie TOTOBO B3JIETETh B HeOeca MoJ00HO MaJIEeHbKOMY >KaBOPOHKY U METh TUMH
xu3nu! He T0o, uTo 31ech! U mosnei HeT, 1 XBOWHBIX JIECOB, U XOJIOJIHBIX BETPOB... MHOIO 4€ro HET.

Jlaga rpycTHO yneiOHynachk. He 3HaIOT CIyTHUKU €€, YTO MOCJI€ CBaIbObI OJIHA OHA OCTAHETCS
3aeck. Uto yexarp mpuuerca u Mwupy, m Pomy, u Hsane. Kak TOmbkOo €€ Ha30ByT KEHOU
Nmneparopa. Het, He Biaagpauneit umnepun, He MiMmneparpuiieit, a mpocTo xkeHoil. bes mpas, Oe:
POIHBIX, 0€3 MPOIUIOTO... U 0€3 UMeHU. 3a0epyT UM JIFOOMMOE, YTO JTaHO OBUTO TIPU POKICHUU
ctapbiM BoixBoM. HoBoe nogapst. Uyxoe. CtpanHoe. HenonstHoe.

Ho nHe ckaxer kHskeHka uM HU4ero. He Hago. [lycts 6osb OT moTepu OyIEeT TPHI3TH TOJIBKO
ee cepaue. He ux. Heszauem. IlycTh panmyroTcs, moka ectb BpeMs. [loka ee enie He Ha3BalIM KEHOW
Nmneparopa.

B mangoHp TKHyICS X0N0AHBIM HOCOM Al BonHOBajcs 3a CBOK XO35MKY, Nepexusan... U
00JIeNI0 €ro MaJIeHbKOE CEpJIEUYKO HACTOJBKO CHUJIBHO, YTO M CKa3arh Henb3sa! O, Kak XOTesl OH
3arpbI3Th, paciiapamnarb T€X, KTO IPUYMHUI 00JIb €ro Xo3siKe. .. TeM, u3-3a Koro rpyctuia oHa. [a
TOJIBKO HE 3HaJ TOpHOCTa ux. M1 0T 3TOro XoTenock BbITh. ..

Ho cam He moHMMas u He JorajpiBasch, nNpuaail oH eu cuwi. He ogHa ona... He oguHOKOMU
ocTaHeTcs. J[pyr BepHBIN psjioM OyneT, 4YTO HE MPEeaacT, He OOUIUT... XOTh OAHUH... XOTh OHO
pomHoe cymiecTBo... Psagom. C Hei... A tam... bymp, uro Oymer! Ilycts. Ona He caactes. Bo
BCSIKOM Cllydyae — cenyac.

A Obut0 yxe aBaaunars BocbMoe. Cyrku. Beero cytku... Kak e 3to maino... 1 MHOro. 910 y*
KaK MOCMOTPETh. .. [IoTOMY UTO 1 3TOTr0 BPEMEHU MOTJIO U HE OBITh. ..

TosibKO CTpaHHO W YAMBUTENBHO... HA YIHIAaX Bce Kak Oyaro BeiMepau. He mymena Tonna, He
urpanu netu. Hukoro mm He BcTperunocbk. Hu enuHon xkmBoM aynm. Jlake NTUIBI HE TEIU.
Tuxo... be3xxuznenno. beznanexHo.

N nBopen 6611 TakuM xe. OAHAKO... HE COBCEM.

CnoBHO U3-TIOJ] 3eMJIM TIepe] HUMH TOSIBUJIACh MOJiofasi JAeBylKa-KuTcyHe. C cepeOpucTbiM
XBOCTOM M TaKuUMHU ke BosiocaMu. 1 Toxe B macke. Poxg Cepbix, MeJIbKHYIIA IIaJIbHASI MBICIIb. Jlaga
yutana o HuX. JpeBHuil pon. [IpesHee Tonbko MMiieparopckuil, 0 KOTOPOM BCETO HE 3HAIOT JAXKE
KUTCYHE... UTO TOBOPHUTH O JIIOASAX?

A Cepble... Cepble HU3BECTHBI €Ile¢ KakK M JydlllMe OOMaHIMKH... KOTopble yMEIT Tak
3aTYMaHUTh pa3yM, YTO U HE BCIIOMHHUIIL HUYETO. 3a0yneib. OCTaHEeTCs TOJIBKO MOJIOYHBIA TyMaH
11a IyCTOTA.

— Ty, OecoBumnal

Hsanromka He cnaepxkanack. Jloneknu ee compoBoxaatoume. W myremectsue. M xomon
BCTpeuH. A TyT Takoe... ctpanHoe. Hacmenmmsoe. Henpusitnoe. OdbuaHo. . .

XoTst Obl MOTOMY, YTO dTa JIEBYIKA cTapiie HsaHu JeT Tak Ha JABaIaTh MSITh — TPHUIIATh, a
camy Jlamy pa3a B Tpu, a TO ¥ BCE YETHIPE. ..

— I'ocnioxka, MO3BOIBTE MHE ITPOBOJUTH BAaC B Ballli KOMHATBHL.

Kak Oynro um He 3aMeTHia paHee ckazaHHoOro, Kopu, a 3T0 Oblia OHA, MOKJIOHUIIACh. XOTS B
nyunie — nukoBana. [lyrka ynanace! A 3To mpocto npekpacHo! A maBHoe — Beceno! A crosa...
ITycts! Bort eme! Ha mroneit oomxarses! Ha cnaObix, He MMEONMX HU KakuX cuil jroaeit! bonbsHo
HaJo!

Ho Tonpko boru 3HaroT, 4yero €i CTOWJIO MOMAacTh B CIy)XaHKH K MMmIeparopckoil HEBECTE.



brnaroponusiii pon u Bapyr takoe yayaui! Ilo3op, kakou mo3op... Ho msaas... Jla eme 3Ta neB4oHKa
okazanach KpyxeBHuiei! Her, 310 Toro croumo. Bpara nydime umerh psgoM ¢ co0Or, Ha
pPacCTOSIHUM ylapa, a HE BJAJieKe, KOrJa HEBO3MOXHO JOTSHYThCS... A 4TO JAEBYOHKA OKa3aiaach
KpyxeBnunei... Tak naxxe unrepectee! M He tak ckydno. [Totomy kak...

OrmacHo, Off Kak OMAacHO MEPEXOUTh JOPOTY MEPEIIeTaloMM HUTHU... W nydie ObITh UM
apyrom... Ho npyx0y crnenyert 3acinyx uTh, a 3TO HE MPOCTO!

Ho, uto 6su10 B JIage ocobennoro, Kopu He 3Hana. BerpeTunb B MUpe JIHO/ICH U HE CKaXKelllb,
JaXke He MNOMBICIHIL, O BiacTu KMmeparopckoil HeBecThl Haj cynbOamu. OOblYHas, camas
o6pryHas! Tompko BOT riasa... Jlapanmoseie. Spkue. CMOTpSIIME B cCaMyrO AyIly. . .

— Kak 1e0s 30ByT?

BexnuBocts npexae Bcero! Tak Bcerna qyman Mup. Brnpouem, Pon ero nmomnepxkuai. [a u
Jlaga B 3TOT pa3 npomoiyana. CiaeqoBareabHO, HUYETO IUIOX0ro OH He caenan. [Ipocto momsitasncs
3aBg3aTh pa3roBop. [IoToMy 4TO THUIIMHA YK€ HaYWHAJIA OLyTUMO JaBUTh HA HEPBBHIL.

Kopu crapanace n30 Bcex cumil He paccMmesarbcs. Kakue HauBHble moonu! Kakwe miymnbie!
CoBcem HHMUETO He 3HAIOT, Oeaubie! Hukakux manep!

— Kopwu, rocnoaus.

Jlana ymeioaynack. Jlerko u otkpsiTo. [ToToMy uTO yBUAEHA 4yTh O0bIe Apyrux. [loroMmy uTo
BO3MO>HO, BCE€ HE TaK IJIOX0, KaK Ka)keTcsl Ha nepBbid B3DAA? [lycTh 3Ta nucHyYka HE 10 KOHIIA
YECTHA, HO... 3TO K€ MOKHO U3MEHUTh. CTaTh €il Ipyrom. 3aciayX uTh €€ JOBEPHE. ..

A KacymMu-10HO BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO JHEW He BbUIC3AT M3 UMIeparopckoi onodmmuorexku. OH
MOYTH TToceNuiics B Hell. A Bce 1o ubeid Muitoctu?! Koneuno He mo cBoeit cooctBeHHo! Bort ere!
Kak Oyaro eMy 3aHsThCs O0JBIIE HEUeM, mpaso cioso! Ho...

Brnasibika oTOMCTHII B CBO€M M3I00IEHHOM MaHepe. Bposie Harpaanii, HO B TOXKE BpeMs JTy4dllie
Obl 3TOM Harpanael U He Obuto! IlomoOpars mMs kHsKeHke Jlame! Jla Takoe, 4TOOBI MOMOILIO.
OTpa3uino HCTUHHYIO CYIHOCTS. Jlymly. A 3TO 0i1, Kak HE TPOCTO. ..

— Hy, Beie BennuectBo, yapyXuiiv, Tak yIPYKUIH. ..

N camoe maBHOe — HE oTKaxeubcsi! Benukasa yects! Kak g Hero camoro, Tak M Jiist BCETO
pona! I[loromy 4TO HMEHHO €My PUIETCS JaBaTh UM KHSKEHKE. . .

A umsa nokHO noaxoauTh! OTpaxkars XapakTep, CHUIY M €Ile Kydy pa3IndyHbiX kadecTB. Ho
Kakoe ke uMs BeiOpath? VX Beab coTHu!

— Jlapa... Jlapa... Kak e OHO mepeBOAUTCS?

Y nMeHu Bcerga €CTh Kakoe-TO 3HaueHue. Tak ke Kak M y IIBETOB M PACTCHUU. S3BIKOB U
JICTIECTKOB OTHS. J[paroneHHbpIX KaMHEW. [ JTaBHOE — yMEeTh YMTATh CKBO3b CTPOUKHU.

Mwm... BoT 3T0 TO, 4TO HAJO...

— Jlaga — Oorung n00BU, KpacoThl U Opaka. Tak-Tak, MEepeBOAUTCA KaK MUJas, HO Yalle
BCETO JIIOOUMas. . .

[Tog moTonok B3meTen 3J0pajHbld cMex crtaporo kutcyHe. Kaxercsa, on Hamen! To camoe,
€IMHCTBEHHOE UMs, KOTOPOE MoaouaeT kene Mmmneparopa.

— JIrobumas... A ckoabko rpaHei! CKoJIbKO CMBICTIOB!

Mepuanue ri1a3 u nerkas yiasioka. TopxkecTByromasa. MeutarenbHas. [Ipeaskymaromnias.

— A kakoii 3To OyneT ckangaiu... [IpocTo dynecHsIi. . .

Komnara Oblna... ctpanHoi. [lo-kpaitHell Mepe ¢ TOUKH 3pPEHHUs TOCTEH, HE MPHUBBIKIIMX K
TakoMy. MHoro-mMHoro noayiek. OT camMbIX MaJ€HbKUX A0 MPSMO-TaKd OTpOMHBIX. HeckoJbko



CTOJIMKOB... Wi ckameedek? Ilymmcereie koBpsl... 1 nBersl, nBeThl, uBeTsl! Cotnu! Henpustho...
Benpb oHu yxe He ObLTH KUBBIMHU.

— batromku cBsThl! JTO eme 4To Takoe?

Jlajga TOMBKO 3ayMYMBO BhITHYNa OpoBb. Mpa... OHa MHOroro oxkujana, Ho Takoro... Her,
TaKOr0 OHa HE MoOIVa IPEJICTABUTHh JNaxke BO CHeE. Takyro pockommb... IIpsAmMo kpuyairyro o
OoraTcTBe TOro, KOMy OHa MPUHAJIeKATIA. ..

A Kopu murom Bce moHsyia. YTo-4TO a 4MTarh IO JUIaM, KECTaM M 3HAKaM OHa ymenal
Hayuuinace... 1o pa3HbIM TPUYUHHBIM.

— Bamma koMHarTa, rocrosxa.

Kak nerko BbIBeCTH 3TUX droAedl u3 cebs! A ymMBUTH BOOOINE MPOINE MPOCTOro. A eciu
XOPOILIEHBKO MOIyMaTh, TO Jnajbliie Bce Oyaer emle xyxe. M unrepecuee. He-e-et! DToro ona He
nponyctut. Hu 3a yto!

— Uepes HeKOTOpOE BpeMs BaM MPUHECYT CBaI€OHBIN Haps/.

OxoHuarenpHblid mWITpux... Kak uynecHo! Kopu uyrs 1M He cmesuiach... XOpoOIIO, YTO 3a
MacKOW H€ BUJIHO €€ M3MeHuBIIerocs numa! A He To — nunm nponaio! Ho octopoxxHOCTh Bee-
TaKH HE ITOMEIIAET. ..

N mosToMy oHa mOOBICTpee yIUia, OCTABUB JIIOJEH, MIOKMPOBAHO O3MPATHCS MO CTOPOHAM.
['oBopuan yMHBIE JIOAM — HE CYWTECh K KUTCYHE, HE BEpUIU. A Tenepb M XOdellb
BOCII0JIb30BaThCSI COBETOM J1a IMO3/IHO.

Hsinga B3goxnyna. O6pedyerHo Tak. CIOBHO CMUPHUBIIHMCH C YEM-TO €11 OJTHON M3BECTHBIM.

— Hy a reneps morosopum. ..

Jlapa B3gpornyna. Heyxenu...

Mup u Pon mpu »>TUX cioBax 00Jr000Baqd HU3EHBKUN JUBAHYMK Ha JIbBUHBIX Jamax.
Kpacusii. C 3omoToi BeimmBKoW. 1 ropont noayiek. OmsTs.

A MoxeT 310 Obuia kpoBarb? Kro 3Haer! He oHm... A KUTCyHE psaoM He ObLUIO, YTOOBI
0o0BsICHUTH. BripoueM, oHU U HE cTanu OFI. ..

— Th1, Jlagymka Mos, IpeKpaTh UIrpaTh B MOJYAHKY. 3HAKO, YTO YTPOM UYKOW i1 MUpa
mofed Tol Oynemb... M oHn 3HaOT. — HeOpexHbI KMBOK TOJOBBI B CTOPOHY MapHEM, KOTOPhIC
cpa3zy K€ NOKassHHO OITYCTHJIN JIOXMAThIE TOJIOBBI.

3nanmu! Bee 3Hamu! [loaToMy 1 moexanu 3a HeX Bocnead. [I0TOMy 4TO HETO)ke 3TO B ONMHOYKY
MEPEHOCUTh TAKUE UCIIBITAHUS. . .

[lo mexam KHSOKEHKM NOKATWIMCh KPYNHBIE Mpo3padHble cie3bl. OHa Tak Oosuiachk...
Myuanacsk... He 31Hana kak cka3atb... OObsICHUTB! A OHH...

— Hs... Hanromka!

Msrkue vcnempeHHble MOPIIMHAMHU PYKM aKKyparHO MPUINIaAWUINd MEIOBbIE BOJIOCHL Kak
aiab, 4TO CKopo He Oymer Oosbine Jlamel... UTo mpuaercss HaBcerna 3a0bIThb K HEW Aopory.
OctaButhb 31€Ch... ONHY-OAMHEIIEHbKY. .. JIUKMM 3BEpsAM Ha pacTep3aHue!

— He maus, qutatko. Bee Mbl 3Hanmu, uro tak Oyaer. Bece. Benp TBoi oTell HaM IepBbIM
NOoKa3ajl TOT TPEKJATBHIA JOKYMEHT, KOTOpble MpuBe3n ¢ co0oM smchl. Tak 4ro... He miaus,
MMWIIasl, HE IUIAYb. ..

Tuxue yremaronme cioBa 0aab3aMOM Kamalv Ha u3paHeHHoe cepAie. KTo ckazan, 4yto He
60onpHO kuTh? Uymmk! He OGonbHO TONBKO TeM, KTO yiied. Benp ux Oosbllie HET... A KUBBIE
YyBCTBYIOT 00J1b. [loTOMY UTO Y HUX ellie ecTh ylia. ..

— Jla u He u3BecTHO eue... Moxer ceuaumcs korga! JKu3Hp mryka Takad... Pa3 u Bapyr
yneiOHeTcs Teoe! Hy, u Ham 3aoaHO. ..



— IIpaBuiibHO, Mup! VYBumumcsa Mbl, oOs3arensHO yBuaumcsa! Hamo Oymer u B 3TOT
MPOKJIATHINA IBOPEL] IPOHUKHEM. ..

— A Hmnepatop?

— A uro Umnepatop? OH TUXOHBKO TOCUJAUT B CTOPOHKE. ..

N xax moxHo Tuie. [loutu cede noa HOoc, 4TO ObI HE TpUBeaU boru He ycabiman KTo!

— C KJ14mom BO pTY...

Manwuuku... Ponuble, HeHamsiguble... Kak xe onHa 0e3 Hux Oymer? be3 myrok,
MPUKJIIOYEHUM, HenpusTHOCTe... BeuHnoro Oypuanusi Hsnu... JIacKOBBIX MaMUHBIX PYK...
OTLOBBIX JIETEH U CKa30K... CMexa OpaTa u cectep...

— MBI eme MocMOTPUM KTO KOTO IEpEKUBET, Muias! Belp B 3TOM MUPE MOXKET CIYyUUTHCA
4yTO yroaHo... Tak 4dro... [TocmoTpum! E1ie He Beuep.

— YTy, 3aps TOYTH YTO.

PoOkas ynmbiOka paciBena Ha ryoax. [la, eme nodopemcs! Eme He Beuep, kak ckazan Pon! He
npuilen K Held Beunsnd 3akar. He 30ByT cnaBHbIE mpenku. A 3HAUUT, HUYETO HE KOHYMUIIOCH, a
TOJIBKO HauMHaeTcs. M mycTh KUTCyHe MoJsTca BceM cBouM boram, nbo He cnacrcs Jlaga. Hu E
ATOM KU3HHU...

A d4ro paccraBaHue... Bce ObBaeT B ku3HM. Ho KpoBb Oyner mneThb B BEHaX ajbiM
BOCIIOMHHaHUEM OparaHus. 3a KOTOpoe, OX, KaK IOomajgo OT CTaporo KHs3s, ee aena. [a u
Hsanromku obeper ¢ Heit Oynet. Kak u mbicnu ponHbix. I MOTUTBEI TeX, KTO ocTascs Ha CeBEepHBIX
OCTpOBaXx.

— DTO HE KOHEII...

— Bor u ymHuna! A tenepsb naBaii-ka HapsauM TeOs, a TO 32 JBEPbMU 3Ta JIUCA YKE MUHYT
IIATh TOMYETCS J1a moacaymBaeT. M He cThIIHO ei!

Kopu uyrhs He BeIpOHUIA OfCKAY U yKpameHus... Kak, Hy kak ee 3ametrumn?! Benp HE BUIHO
1 He caplmHOo ee Obuto! Y-y! Ob6unno... Ho He TO, uTO 3amMetmnu, a kto! Jlrogu!!! XoTe miaus,
IIPaBo CJIOBO. ..

N3 3epkana na Jlaxy cMorpena Yyxkas. OT Hee caMOM OCTaJIMCh TOJBKO Ia3a — IIIYOOKOTO
JIAaBaHJIOBOTO 1IBETA, HO U T€ KaK-TO MOTYCKHEIW U HE CUsiu Oojblle 3Be3gamMu HeOecHbiMU. U
BOJIOCHI YTPATUJIM CBOM MENIOBBIA OJECK, U KOXa IMOTepsiia CBOK 30J0THUCTOCTh U CBEKECTh, CTaB
0enoit oT myApbl. CTpAIHO. .. BUAETH TAKOE.

— O#i1, cpamota-To kakasa! Jla HEeyKTo Tebe NUTSATKO MO€ B 3TOM K anTapio uatu?! ¥V ueptu
XBOCTATbhIC, B KOTO MPEBPATUIIN ICBUIY HEBUHHYIO!

Hsns uyTh He Tiakana. B TakoMm Buje KJIATBbI OpauHble TOBOPUTH Tepen ApeBHUMHU boramu?
B stom... Otom... [a to, uTo Hagenu Ha Jlamy, sS3BIK-TO MIarbeM Ha3BaTh He noBepHeTcs! Tak...
YTO-TO IIEJTKOBOE MOJHOCTBIO OTKPBIBIIEE HOTH M MOKarble ruieun! /[a y HUX HM OfHA JEBHUIA HE
MO3BOJUT ce0e TaK OOHAKUTHCS HE TO, UTO MPUIIOJIHO, HO U Mepesl MyKeMm!

[lapHu, KpacHes, OTBOAMIIM TJ1a3a. XOpOoIld, KOHEYHO, CECTPULIA, HO IUIATHE. . .

A Kopu OTKpOBEHHO HE ITOHHMMAaJIa, YTO TAKOE MPOUCXOAMUT C JoAbMUA. KMMOHO HE TO, 4TO
KpacuBoe, OHO IMKapHoe! /la mosoBrHA JEBYILEK €€ pachl MepeapaInuch Obl 32 TO, YTOOBI XOTh pa3
HazaeTh ero... Jla uyro Haaets! B pykax mopepxkars. Ero Benp nmnu nydnme mactepa! A Bianpike
OIICHMBAaJI, BLIHOCHJI CBOE BeCKOE CJI0BO! A 3TUM Bce He HpaBuThcs! TemHora!

— Jla yto BBl noHMMaeTe B kpacoTe?! Teneps €€ X0Th XOPOUIEHbKOM Ha3BaTh MOXHO, HE TO,
4TO paHbliie! 3aMyXphlIllKa KaKas-To ObLIa. ..

— Yro?!!



A Jlama cmoTpena Ha ce0s U He 3Haja, TOJIH IJ1aKaTh, TOJIU CMESATHCS. . .

KuMoHO OBUIO HACBHIIMIEHHOTO MYpPIYPHOTO OTTEHKA. Bce mmToe 3070THIMU LIBETAMU [1a
neHTaMu. TOJIBKO... TJI€YH BOT... U HOTU... OTKphITEL. Hy, HE COBCEM, HO... JETKYIO Ta30BYIO, 110
HETIPUJINYWS TPO3payHyl0, TKaHb S3bIK HE MOBEPHETCA Ha3Barhb 4acThio 10OKU. [lo cambiM
CKPOMHBIM MOJICYETaM 3TOT HapsAJl OCTABISUI Mo MecTa JIsi BooOpakeHus... Hert, mosc ObL1
HHUYEro... CUMIATUYHBIN... CO CTEISIMMUCS 3a CIUHOM YEPHBIMHM BOJIHAMHM IIEJKA... Bripodem,
KakK ¥ pyKaBa. A elie 30J0T0, 30J0T0, 3070T0. OgHUX OpaciieTOB ObLUIO MITYK ABaANaTh. MUHUMYM.
A ele cepbru, HEMOYKH, TOJBECKH. . .

Ha ronose kpacoBasiace... kOHCTpykuus. M3 1nBeToB, kemuyra, 3010Ta U Bojoc. JKyrkas.
Henonsarnas. A ckoyibko 3T0 Bce Becuiio! CiioBaMM He mepeiaTh!

JInno ckpeiBaj TakoW CIIOM KOC-ME-TH-KHU, YTO KOKa MPSAMO-TAaKU Yecaliach. benuna, pyMsHa,
TeHHU, noMajaa... M Bce ato Ha Hel. Ctpammo. HenpusitHo. ['nyno.

W 10 311€Ch cunuTaeTcs... MOIHBIM?

— 4... DIOMKHA B 3TOM... BBIUTH 3aMYyXK?

A ronoc apoxut. Hemynpeno... ot Takoro.

— Koneuno, rocnoxa! 9To Tpamuius, Oepyiias Hadajlo ¢ camMoro ocHoBaHus Mmmepumu!
Nmmeparop cam BbIOMpaeT Hapsia s CBOEH Oymyimeit skeHbl! DTUM OH MOKa3bIBae€T CBOIO 3a00Ty

Mpna... 3a00Ty, 3HaUUT... A MOXKET — HaCMEIIKY?

— A Tenepsb, Bce BoH! ['ocnoxke Hamo moaymars!

N3ymnenue.

— 3a-3auem?

— Tpanunus!

N myctpas Kopu npodeccuoHaibHO BBITOJIKANIA BCEX 3a JIBEPb, KPOME, PA3yMEETCs, HEBECTHI.
Marnenbkass MecTh 3a OoJbime 0O0ubl... Huuero-auyero. ITocMOTpAT EPEMOHHUIO M OTIIPABSTCS
nomoii. Heuero satum mroasam 3aeck aenath... C atoi Jlagoi 661 momaauTs! UTo py STUX THOIX —
HEBO3MOXHO! B npuHumne...

A KHSDKEHKa ¢ TOCKOM MOCMOTpesa Ha 3aJIUTYIO JIYHHBIM CBETOM M KpacHBIMHU OTOJECKaMu
orHs Bepauy. Eme 1Ba waca 10 Bocxonaa coinila. Emie qBa yaca cBoOosL. ['opbKo...

bernelil B3mIsig Ha oTpakeHue B 3epkane. Pa3se ato ona? Hert. [Ipyras. Uyxkas. Kurcyne. [a
MO>HO CKa3arb ¥ Tak... TOJBKO yILIEH J1a XBOCTOB HE XBaraerT... Brnpouem, He BaxHO. JIydie oHa
OT 3TOTO CMOTPETHCS HE OY/ET.

Pyka cama motsHynack kK BeIOeTIEHHOMY Kpackoil nuiry... He ona sto! He ona! A kakas-to...
macka! Jla, macka! MckyccTBeHHas, 3acThiBIIasA, HexxuBas... Heyxenn kHsoxenka Jlama ceromHs
ympet? YMmper HaBcerma? 3abymer 000 BceM, uTo ¢ Hel Obuio? O CBOEM OCTaBIEHHOM JOMe?
[Tponom? Meutax?

[TanbIibl CKOJIB3ST MO CTEKITY, BITASICh CTEPETH, COPBATh, YHUUTOXKUTh. ..

— Oto He ! He A!!!

Bol xoTenu cmomath ee, kutcyHe? Uto k... Y Bac MoJyduinocsk... nu... Her?

[IypriypHBIN HIENK TSXKEIBIMU CKJIAJIKAMU yIajl HA MOJ. 32 HAM IMOCHIIAIUCh YKPALICHUS. . .

bpak y kxuTcyHe cOCTOMT U3 ABYX maroB. [lepBbiii — MpPOCTO MyX/’keHa. A BTOpOMl — TJiaBa
1oMa, ceMbd, poma. M He mpoBeds mepByl0 HEPEMOHHUIO, HENb3s MPOBECTU BTOpyro. M o0e oHuM
BCEINAa 3aKJIFOYaJICS IJIaBHBIM XKpelnoM B xpaMe borunu KusHu. benom, kak 1BETh KyBUIMHOK B
cagax. I He BaKHO KTO Thl — Bitajpika uiau pad — TBOMW MyTh BCET/A MPUBEIET CHO/IA, KOTJA ThI



3axo4elllb CBS3aTh CBOKO CyAbOy ¢ KeM Obl TO HM ObLI0. TakoB 3akoH. TakoBo moxxenanue IlepBoit
Nwmmneparpunsl. Benukoit. Mynpoii. XKectokoit. Cesmiennoi. Ee utunu Bce kutcyHne 6e3 pazoopy.
KpyxeBHHIla, YbUM UMEHEM HE HArpaXJaJICsi HUKTO YK€ Ha TMPOTHKEHUU Thicad jieT. He Obuto
TOCTOMHBIX... W Bpsia mu OyyT.

A cerogHg 31ech BeHuascs Biaapika ¢ yenoBeueckoil AeBymkord. Hembicinmo. HeBo3MoxHO.
Ho — dakr. 1 Kacymu-10HO ¢ HECKphIBAEMBIM YIIOBOJILCTBUEM HAOJIOAT 3a HEIOBOJIHHBIMU
roctsimu. Kak, Bnpodem, u coBeTHukamu... Eme Ob1! Takoit rpax st ux mianoB! M aToro onn He
MPOCTAT. ..

Tonpko MMmneparop cpeay BCeX HEIOBOJBHBIX XPAHWJ CIIOKOMCTBUE. XOTsA, HA €ro JUIE
CKOp€€ MOXKHO OBIJIO PaCCMOTPETH CKYKY, YeM 4TO-TO MHOe. CKydaTh Ha COOCTBEHHOM CBajbOe. ..
YMy HE TOCTHRUMO!

Her, Hukorma eMmy He MOHATH cBoero Biiaabiky. J[a ¥ KTO B IIEJIOM MHUPE CMOKET 3TO CAEIaTh?
3arnsiHyTh 3a happopoByro Macky?

Huxkro. Tak uTo Haj0 MOMaaKuBaTh U HaOMOAaTh. [I0TOMY UTO Bpsi U OH OyJIET XpaHUTh U
3alMIIATH CBOO JKEHY. XOTA 3TO-TO U HEU3BECTHO... [loTOMy uTO mpenyragares neucreus Biaabiku
[OYTH HEBO3MOXHO. ..

A BOT M mueMmsiHHHIA sBUiack. C moapMmu. Hemnoxo, HEMmIoxo... 3HAYUT HEBECTA CKOPO
nosieuTca. [locmMoTpuM, Kak oOHa OydeT CMOTpPEThCSA B KHMOHO, KOTOpPOE BBIOpan Ijis Hee
Nmmneparop...

Bot u nBepu yxe oTkpbiBatoTcs... Uro takoe?!!!

Jlaga Bomma B 3a1 mOX aKKOMIIAHEMEHT 3BEHSIIEN THIMHBL CMEHUBIIMIKCS, YEPE3 CEKYHAY,
BOCTOPKEHHBIM CBUCTOM Mupa. X0Tb KTO-TO €e nojauepxain... [lonsm.

He oxupganu, 4to BaM MOXET OpPOCHTH BBI30B YEJIOBEK, a4, MHOTOXBOCTbIE? Tak CMOTpHTE.
CmoTpuTe Ha YeloBEeKa, KOTOphId Bac He Ooutcs! CmoTpuTe Ha yeraoBeKa 0e3 Macku, 0e3 JIKHU.
Cmorpure!

Omna nwa k Umneparopy B cBajieOHOM I1aThe cBoero Hapoxaa. beno-nunosom. Kotopoe cama
cumia. C xocaMu, 3MesiMH crnycKaronmmucsa 1o crnuHe. C sicHbiIM B30opoM ma3. C OTKPBITBIM
JUIOM. B CUsiIHUUY CBOEU €CTECTBEHHOM KPACOTBHI.

['opnas. CunpHas. KusbkeHka.

Bechb ee BU1 rOBOpUII — BBl MOXKETE YOUTHh MEHS, HO BaM HE 3aKOBaTh B MEHS B IIEMH BallUX
Tpaguuuidi. I MCIONHAI CBOM NOAT M HU4Yero Oozee. Sl HUYEro y Bac HE NPOCHJIA U BpAI JIH
nonpoury. fl He CKIOHIOCH nepen Bamu. He cMuprocek.

U He BaM cynuth MeHs, Oyab Bbl XOTh caMuMu boramu. Byns Bel camoit BednocTsio!

PaBHOIYIIHEIN B30p CKOJB3MII MO OE3JIMKUM Mackam, CKpbIBalOIMM Jinia. COTHAM U COTHSIM.
[ToTromy 4TO 371€CH CETOAHS COOpaIUCh BCE 3HATHBIE PO/IA.

Jlo Umneparopa Bcero mapa maroB. Ei Ka)eTcs Uiv B 30JI0THIX TIa3aX CKBO3b MPOPE3U MACKHU
CBEpKHYNO  ymomiaeTBopeHue? Oxupan...? CrutanupoBan? HWMinm  mpocto  pasBiekancs?
Hagepnsika.... Bee ato. 1 Mmoxker, uyro-To eue. Jlaga He 3Haa.

A OH... Ipyroui, MeJbKHYyNa maiabHast Mbicib. OnacHbeii. OnuHOKMN. CTpalHeli. .. 3HAIOMMH
IPaHULIbI OTBEJICHHON €My CUJIbl U YBEpEHHBIN B HEH. Elie Obl, ero cJ10BO — 3aKOH.

Pyky 060xro xomomoM. UTo ke BbI Tak XoioaHbl, Beime BennuectBo? Wnu e pansi? Camu
TpeboBaiu — camu paciiauuBaiiteck. A Jlaga mocMotput. U caenaet cBou BHIBOABI.

— Jla Gynet 61arociioBeHHO K BaM He0o... [Ja Mmunocepana 3emis... [lycTh 3Ta HUTH CBSXKET
BacC... M HE pa3opBaTh €€ OylAeT HUKOMY U HUKOTJA. . .



Cnosa, cimoBa, ciioBa. M1 CKOJIbKO XK€ B HUX JOKH. /[ymaeTre He HM3BECTHO, 4TO cTOUT Jlanae
TOJBKO OCTYIHUTKCS, Kak pa3opByT ee. Hy na, He noxxnerecs! He Op1BaTh Takoro!

A 1iepeMOHUs BCE UTUTCA U AJuTcs. M He Hagoeno uM... CiymaTh?

— Brnanpika Exaii st Bpydaro TeOe B )K€HBI UeJIOBEUECKYIO JEBYIIKY, HapeueHHYo Kou.

N TumHy MOKHO OBUTO pe3aTh HOXKOM.

Nmneparop moutu cMmesics. ToHkas Mectb. JloctoiiHbli conepHUK. Jlare umsa Ilepsoi
Nmneparpuisl yenoseky. bpago!

Tonbko... miyno. I[Toromy kak cama IlepBast OyneT McTUTh. XOTh M yIIIa MHOTO THICSY JIET
Ha3aj.

A sTa neBymika... Ero )keHa ¢ TakuM HEMOAXOIAIMM e uMeHeM. .. [Tycth moka OyaeT tak. OH
MMOCMOTpHUT. ..

JlocToliHa 1 OHA 3TOM YECTH. ..

OnHako, TaKOrO BBI30Ba €My YK€ HE ObUIO JJaBHO. SIBUTCS B IJIaThe CBOETO Hapona. bpocuthb
OTKPBITHIM BHI30B BCEM. 3asiBUTH O c€0€ B TAKOM KJIIOYE. ..

JlocToiiHa U ThI yBaXKEHHUS, yesioBeueckas aeByika? Moxer ObiTh... Ho BparoB cerojHs Thbl
Haxujia ceoe He Malio... CKkoabKo BeepkuIlhb? Korna ciomaenines?

— beperucs, xeHa, — OTKpBITasi HACMEIIKA THUIIE MIeT0Ta. — Y TeOs MOSBUIUCH OMACHBIE
Bparu.

[Ipenynpexaenue. A3BUTEIBHOCTD. XOIO0/.

TonbKO... €l U3BECTHBI YCI0BHUS J0oToBOpa. OHA IO KHA MPOKUTh HE MEHEE rofia 3/1eCkh... [o
TOI0O MOMEHTA, [TOKa OH HE UCTEYET, €€ He YObtoT. HO KTO ckasai, 4To oHa CMUPEHHO OyJIeT JK/1aTh
ynapa? I'yObl uckpusuiia ynbioka. [loutu ockar...

— 4 3anomH10... U monporty cBoux boros ObITh MUJIOCEPIHBIMU K MOUM Bparam.

TI'naea 2

Nms... ¥V 316()0B OHO OYEHBb JUIMHHOE, CKpBIBAIONME B ce€0e OT3BYKH NMpupoabl. Mx mMmeHa
ApKHE, KaK COJIHECYHBIC JIy4H, U MEBY4YHE, KaK MECHS KaBOPOHKA. B HUX — jec. B HUX — 3By4uT
LIEJIECT JMCTBBI, IUKUX TPaB, U 3BOH KPUCTAIBHO-YUCTOTO ponHuka. Ho ux mmeHa... HE MOryT
OTPa3uTh BCKO KpacoTy rocnoxu Kusnu. IM 310 HE naHo.

NMmeHna 1pakoHOB MOXOKHU HA OrOHb. MSATKHWM, 30JI0TUCTBIN, JAONMN TEMJI0, HO BMECTE C TEM
omacHbI U oOxkuratoumii. OHu — oronb. Ux goM — He6o. VI B UX MMeHaX MOBTOPSIETCS MECHE
BETpA CIMBAIOIIASCS C MY3bIKOM OTHS. KpacuBo... HO HE TO.

®den nerkd, Kak TONOJMHBIA MyX. Muibl, n0oOpsl, yaplOuuBBL VX MMEHa 3Bydar MOAOOHO
30JI0TBIM KOJIOKOJIBYUHMKAM. .. Brpodyem, Kak u rojoca.

B uMeHax rHOMOB 3BY4HT POKOT JIPEBHUX TOp. 3BYK KY3HEUHOTO MOJOTa. 3BOH CepeOpucCTOit
CTaH. SIpKOCTh U CHJIa TPOMa.

UYenoBeueckue MMEHA IMOX0XKH Ha pamyry. Takve OHU pas3Hble. SIpKue, TEMHbIE, TPYCTHBIC,
Becelble. .. COTHH BUIOB, THICSIYM KPACOK, MUJUIMOHBI 3BYKOB. ..

Kurcyne... Ix uMena Bcerga HecyT B ce0e Kakoil-TO CMBICI, 4YepTy UX cylHocTH. U nmeHa
MOIPa3ACIISIIOTCS 10 pogaM. UepHbIid pol HUKOTAA HE HA30BET CBOMX JieTell nMeHeM DuoiaeToBoro,



a Cuspiii — 3omoToro. TakoBa Tpagunus. JIro00oe UM MOXKeET BBIOpaTh cebe TOIbKO pox Biaapik,
100 OHU CaMU CO3/al0T TPAJUIUH.

Tax Kopu otHOCUTCs K poxy Cepsix, U €e uMs nepeBoauTcs Kak 'nex’. Jlem 3To Boga, Boga —
JO0XK[b, a TOK/Ib MOXET CTaTh TyMaHOM. benbiM MoKpbIBajJoM oOMaHa... 3amyrarb, 3aBOPOXKUTH U
YHUYTOXKUTh.

Kacymn — TymaHn, apiMka. Crpannbii. Ero yBaxaroT MmHorue. 3a nap, ctupars naMsartb. Komy
Ob1 TO HU ObUT0. Cepbiii. UMst oTpaxkaeT nap.

3ail. JlerenmapHblid XyqOKHHUK. ['OBOPAT, YTO €ro KapTUHBI UMEIOT AyIly. UTO OHH >KUBBIC.
TonbKko... B CTONMIIE €ro He BCTpeTUlllb. CIUIIKOM Jal€K OH OT MOPUIABOPHBIX HHTPUT. A
HHTEPECHO OBLIO OBl ¢ HUM ITO3HAKOMHUTHCS. MMs o3HadaeT 'TamaHT'. 30JI0TOM POI TBOPSIIUX
Kpacory.

Exkaii uMeeT HECKOIBbKO 3HAUYCHUN.

Momuctp. UMneparop MoxeT ObITh skecTokuM. OcobeHHO Kk cBouM Bparam. Kopu pacckasana,
YTO U3 T€X, KTO KOT/1a-JIN00 OCMENIMIICS TIPEIaTh €ro, He BBLKUI HUKTO. HeynuBuTENNbHO.

[Ipuszpak. 1o ero poxn. HasepHoe. Beap 0 ero mpenkax modyru HUYEro He M3BECTHO. Hu ¢
cujie, HU O TOM, Kakue OHM B oOsmke nuc... BooOmie. TaitHa, mokpsiTas Mpakom. [IpuBunenue,
KOTOPOE HEJb3sI TOUMATh.

Hyx. Cuna KUTCyHE 3aBUCUT OT CHJIBI UX JyXa. HackoIbKO K€ OH CHIJIEH, €CJIU MOJYyYUII 3TO
ums’?

JleMOoH. DTO MO-MOEMY M3-3a HAIMX JIETEHJ M CKAa30K. Y HAc OHU CTPAIHBIE, ONECPKUMBIE
HEHABUCTBIO M JKaXJ0MW KpPOBU co3daHusl TbMbI. [loxoke Ha HaCMENIKy HaJa HaMH... TOJIbBKO, HE
CKPBIBAETCA JIU 32 HEWl HeuTOo Oosibllee?

A Kou... Kou — 'mo6oss'. JlackoBo — 'Kounm', modumas. Ums Ilepeoit Mmneparpuiist
KpyxeBHUIIBI, 3aMJIaTUBIIEH 32 BMENIATEILCTBO B CY/IbOY CBOEH ku3HbI0. Ho OHa no0uinach CBOETO.
Ee Hapoja BBDKMII TOT/IA M CTaJl CUJIBHEUIIIMM. A OHA JIJI1 HUX MOYTH OOTMHEH.

W nate 510 OnarocnoBeHHoe uMs denoBeky. Xa! Mms Ilepsoit crano umenem Yyxoit. U Toxe
— KPYXEBHHUIIBI... A s... S octaBuia ans ce0a ums Jlaga. [lycts MeHs 31ech Ha3biBatoT Kou, HO ¥
rIIyOuHe Ty sl OCTaHyCh KHsbkeHKou Jlamoi, Jlamymko.

(lueBHuk Jlaspl,
MecsII] JINCTonaAa, 2 A€Hb 30J0TOr0 COIHIA).

Bcrony ee conpoBoxaai mwenot. B cnury. HUKTO HE MOT CMUPHUTBCS € JAPOBAHHBIM YEJIOBEKY
uMmeneM. Yenoseky! Ciiabomy U IIynoMy CO3AaHUIO, KOTOpoMY BedHOCTh OTIycTHIIa BCErO Kakue-
TO xankue aecarwietus! Kak... HenmpusaTHO 3T0 M KuTcyHe. [loano, XoTs 3TO U €CTh UX TPEThE
uMs. BTopoe — KOBapCcTBO HamoIojgaM C XUTPOCThbIO. Bripouem, Takoro OHM OKHAATh HE MOIJIU.
He ot kutcyne. He ot Kacymu-10H0, KOTOPBIN BCETIa TAK PhSHO 3alaiian nHTepecsl Umnepun.

KTto cka3zain, 4yTo mpe3peHue jgerye nepeHecTy, 4eM HeHaBUCTh? OH mpOCTO HE 3HAJ, YTO 3TO
Takoe... He 3Han 3Toro o0xuraromiero xoioaa u oquHouectna. [loromy uto te1 — onuH. [lotomy
YTO MPUXOAUTHCS OJHOMY CTOSTH IOJ MPHUIIEIOM COTEH cTpei. M HeT paaomM HHKOro, KTo Obl
nonJepxkan u yreumi. Iloromy 4ro Tl — 4enoBek. Husmee cymecTBo ¢ KOTOPBIM HE CUMTAKOTCS
3neck. KoTopoe celiuac HeHaBUIEIH BCE. ..

A Jlage-Kou npumnuiocs y3Harh 3TO Ha COOCTBEHHOM ombITe. M Kak e 3To ObU1o OOJBHO...
Hectepnumo. HeBbiHOCUMO. XOT€JIOCHh BBITh, HO ObUIO HENMb3sl. MIHaue ee Obl MPOCTO MOpPBAIU Obl



3aeck. Ha coTHn Manenpknx KycoukoB. DUpMEHHBIN penent oT rocnon kurcyHe! Jlosectu Bpara
710 OTYasHbS HE TpUJIarasi CJIUIIKOM OONbIMX ycuiui. M1 HUKTO HHYeTro He cMor ObI JoKa3ark. Hu
IpaKkoHbI, HU (PEHUKCHI, HU OpPKH, HU pycalku. [loTomMy UYTO 3TO BHYTPEHHHE JEJI0 CaMoi
Panyxnon Umnepuu. [loromy 4TO OHa Tereps MEPTBA JJI BCEX.

JKeHnmH-KUTCYyHE TIO TpaBy MOXKHO ObLIO OBl Ha3BaTh MacTepaMu yoOuicTBa. TOHKOTrO,
XATPOro, MPOCUYUTAHHOTO YOWIHCTBA Ha TrpaHU NpaBAbl U JkU. A Jlajme oOueHb HE XOTeIOoCh
YyBCTBOBaTh c€0s B poJik xepTBbl. HOo TYT yx cama BuHOBara... Jloporo, oueHb Joporo ooouuwach
el BbIXOJIKa Ha cBajn0e. HemoBMHOBEHHE M M3IUILIHSS TOPAOCTh 3a CBOM Hapop. 3a mroaei. 1 Bce
PaBHO, YTO KUTCYHE — CTapIlie, CHJIbHEE U MOTYILIECTBEHHEE.

Tonpko BOT... BeBOB OpoieH. Ero xxe. 1 Bparu cImIkoM yBEpeHBI B CBOEM IPEBOCXOICTRBE.
CivmkoM caMOyBEpEHHBI. 3aciyX€HHO, BOpodyeM. ToNbKO BOT HE TOBOPH TIOI, IOKa HE
nepenpeirueib. JIrogm Toke He JbIKOM HMTh.. KM 3Ta CaMOyBEPEHHOCTH... BIIOJIHE MOXKET
OKa3aThCsl C1a00CThI0. Ha 0IHO MTHOBEHHUE, HO M ATOTO MOPOI ObIBaET OoJIee YeM J0CTaTOYHO.

N nmosToMy, HaJI0 JTUIIMTH UX 3TOTO YK€ COMHUTEIBHOTO NpeumyilecTBa. [100euTh MOXKHO U
B OIMHOYKY, HO CBUETENEH modeabl He ocTaneTcd... Hano uckars. [lpy3eii. 3nech, B 3TOM CTpaHe,
YTO SI3bIK HE MOBEpHETCS Ha3Barh AoMoMm. W TepneTh. Bce — HacMeniku, mpe3peHue, oOugHbIe
cioBa. CxxaB 10 60U PYKU U IPUKYCHUB TYOBI.

N Kou Ttepnena. VneiOasch. [opmo maras mo 3amaMm JBopiia B KHMOHO IIPOIILIOTO
ThicsiuesieTusi. C BOPOTHUKOM IOJ TOPJIO, COTHSIMM IIHYPKOB-3aBA30K U KUJIOTpaMMaMu IIejiKa B
HECKOJIBKO cJioeB. [loTromy uTo Tak Hamgo. [loToMy 4TO €€ M Tak CUUTAKOT CTPAHHOM CBEPX MEPHI.
He yBaxkaroien Tpaauiini MHOTOXBOCTBIX. HO 3TO HE BaXHO...

Ila, HEe mpWJIMYHO XeHe MMmeparopa XoauTh B BBILEANIEH U3 MOABI OJEXK/IE, HO YTO JAeaarh?
Bce ocTanpHOe ObUTO TPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO HaeTh. [1o ee MHEHUIO.

Tonbko BOT... Kou BApyr crano ka3arbcsi, UTO 3a HEM MOCTOSIHHO KTO-TO HaOmonaet. Besne.
Cnenyet 3a HEM HE OTCTaBas HU Ha miar. ECiu BCeX OCTalbHBIX OHA BUJAENA, TO 3TOTO... HEBUIUMKY
HE MOIJIa JIa)ke TTOYYBCTBOBaTh. M 3TO He mpuaaBano yBepeHHocTH B cebe. Hu Ha iory.

Kopu xe He 3Hana, 4To €M Jeiarb, CIpPaBeJIMBO IoJiaras, 4ro €€ roClo)ka CyMacCIle/IIasl.
[IpocTo 3TO OBUTO OOJIee MOX0XKE Ha MpaBy... XOTs, HAJ0 ObUTO MpU3HATh — yBakaTh Kou Obu10
3a uro. [laxe eit. Kurcyne u3 poga Tymansaumx pazym. Tak mo3BoJuTh ceOe AepiKaThCs B OOIIECTBE
KUTCYHE MOT TO3BOJINTh HE KaXIbld 4esnoBek... Mnu kutcyHe? BrpoueM... deyoBek BOOOIE He
Mmor! He ero To ynen. He ero npaso. He 3acmyxun.

A oHa! U ata ynpiOka! DT0 KUMOHO yXe JIET IATbCOT KaKk HUKeM He HocuMoe! Co BpeMeH el
npeapaymein ViMmeparpuiibl — Marepu HbIHEIHero Biaabiku. A 3TOT 0€3ympedHO BEKJIMBBINA
ToH! O, KaK OH 3JIMJI BCEX KUTCYHE!

Her, nymana Kopu, MOsl rocnoxka Wi camasi HacTOAIIAA Aypa, WA HACTOJBKO YMHA, 4TO
JIa’K€ MHE CTAHOBUTCS CTPAIHO. ..

A KacymMu-JI0HO C OTEYECKOW YIBIOKOM YHWTall JOKJAJbl CBOMX HIMHOHOB. MHbopmaius
MpaBUT MUPOM. Tak Bcerjia roBOpUII €To Jie/, Aa OyIyT €ero J0poru JerkuMu U uHTepecHeiMu! U ee
HUKOT/IA HE OBIBAECT CIMIIKOM MHOIO0. DTO MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO. [loTOMy 4TO jaxe KpymuHKa
HOBOM U CBeXeil mH(OpMaIuu MOXKET YCTPOUTh BONMHY WJIM MPA3THUK C MOANHUCAHUEM MUPHBIX
ZIOTOBOPOB.

Ho... Kakasa Bce-Taku anoCTh, YTO 3Ta JAEBOYKA POAMIACH YEJIIOBEKOM... Kakas *anocTsb...
YMHa, XUTpa, yMEET YeTKO OIlCHUBaTh CBOM cuiibl. HaBepHoe. Moxket ObITh. Haso monaGmronars.
JKenarenbHO B AKCTPEMAIIBHOW CUTYAIIMHU. XOTS Pa3Be HEJbB3s CO3/ABIICECA CEMYac MOJI0KEHUE BO
IBOpPIIEC Ha3BaTh CIIOKOWHBIM? HeT. BoT u nenaii BEIBOABI, CTaphIii JIKC. ..



A Bumappika Exali pa3Biuekaicsa, misiag Ha 3TO OpeiacTarBieHue. JlaBHO, JaBHO OH TaK HE
pasBnekascs. He HaGmrogan Takoro upka nepea CBOMMH 30J0ThIMHU TJ1a3aMHu.

COBETHHUKH BOJIHYIOTCSI M IIMIIST HE XY>KE PA3bIPEHHBIX KOLIEK, ABOP CINIETHUYAET U CTPOUT
KO3HHU, CITy’)KaHKa HE 3HAET, YTO €M JIeJaTh, HIMHUOHBI HE 3HAIOT, YTO MUCATh B OTYETAX BBUIY ITOYTH
MOJTHOTO OTCYTCTBUS HEOOXOMMMOM M BaXHOW HHQOpMalMU, a €ro cympyra sBisieT coOoi
MIPEKPACHBIN TTPUMEP TOPJIOCTH U apUCTOKpaTru3ma. JIHEM, HOYBIO U BHE MPUIEIOB CBOMX IMOKOEB.
A TaM, B CBOEM MaJiecHbKOM yOexwuie... breT Ba3bl, pyraercsa... B obmem, cmyckaer map. Kak
MoxeT. UTo mojenaTh, yK 3TO-TO OPOi ObIBaeT HeOOX0aMMO BeeM. Jlaxke emy.

A umuonsl y Kacymu-noHo Bce-taku ciaboBarel. He deta ero. Ho ono m nydme. Bceerna
MPUATHO 3HATh OOJIbIIE IPYTHX, a B €T0 ciiydae — HeoOxoaumo. MHaue ceituac oH Obl HE MPABHII U
He 011 IMmniepaTopom. XKenaronmx moXUBUTHCS BIACTHIO XBAaTAET HE TOJIBKO CPEIU KUTCYHE. ..

[TopToMy Hamo OBITb OCTOPOKHBIM. (OCTOPOXKHBIM HACTOJBKO, 4YTOOBI €ro Bpard HE
3aI10JI03pUIIH, YTO EMY U3BECTHO MHOT0. O4eHb MHOTO. [[ake CIUIIKOM.

N yOuparpk mo-TUXoMy BCEX T€X, KTO JyMaeT, UTO CTaJl CJIUIIKOM MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM... [1o ux
MHeHHU1o. JKalib, YTO OHM JI0 CAMOT0 KOHIIa HE MOHUMAIOT HACKOJIbKO cla0kbl... HeT, KOHeUHO U y
HEro €CTh CIA00CTH, HO YMEHHUE XOPOILO MX CKPBIBATh MO3BOJSAET BLKUTh. OCOOEHHO 37eCh... B
ero nome. ['ne Bce — Bparu.

Kctatu o BeDKMBaHUM... [1€e TaM CErofHs MpoXJIaXIaeTcs €ero HOBOMCIEUeHHas keHa? Aaa!
IIpuem y rocnoxu I'enco m3 XpycranpHoro poxga. Macrep wuro3uid. Jlydmas cpeay Jiydumx B
3ToM Jape. CMEHMBIIAs yXe€ MATEPBIX MYKeil, KOTopble ObUIM HaWJIEHbl IPU BeCbMa CTPAHHBIX
00CTOSITEILCTBAX. .. MEPTBBIMU. Bripouem, HUKTO HE MOT OOBUHUTH ['€HCO-I0HO B 4eM-TO. YJIUK-
TO HET.

A TIpUeM-TO OpraHMU30BaH HCKJIOYUTENIBHO JUIsl >KEeHCKoro ooOmectBa! M ecTecTBEHHO
3akpbIThii. Ha Hero coOpanuch caMble OTBSBICHHBIC XWUIIHUIIBI BBICOKMX poaoB. Kpome ero
apaxanen Ky3uHbl — rocroxu Oyro. Ta HUKaK HE MOIIa OTOMTH OT WIOKA B BUAY YEro TKKO
3abonena. BocanenueM 37100HOCTH.

A ocTanbHbIE TOMNBITAIOTCS BBIBECTH M3 CE€0sl MIABHYIO TOCThIO... YTOOBI OHa AOMyCTHIIA
oumOky. JIrobyro. [Jaxke camyro maneHbkyto. UTOOBI €ro »eHa ocTynuiack... Beapb yxe mecsl K
HE HET HUKAKWX HapeKaHuil. HeKoTopbIX 3TO HaYMHAET... pa3apaxarsk. 11 HepBuposark. [Ipruyem
TIOBOJILHO CHJIBHO.

Hy uro k... MHTEepecHO, KTO ceromHs OylaeT MOXKWHATh JIaBPbl, & KTO KycaTb JIOKTH OT
Ocampl. . .

A rocmofa UMHUOHBI MOJUIUCH cBouM boram, mpocss mX OBITh MHUJIOCEPIHBIMU K CBOUM
MpeNaHHbIM ciiyram. [IpocTo OHM yXe AOCTaTOYHO HACMOTPEIMCHh HA CBOK) HOBYIO TOCIOXKY H...
CeJialii COOTBETCTBYIOIME BBHIBOABIL. B CIOKOWHOM COCTOSSHMM OHa ObUla omacHa, HO €CJU €€
3aXJIECTBIBAIIM 3JIOCTh U 00U, TPUIIPABICHHbBIE KHSKbEH FOPJOCTHIO, TO UL — Tponano. Camu
Bujiend. CBOMMHM COOCTBEHHBIMU Tia3zamu. [loaToMy ere CBeXH OBLIM BOCHOMUHAHUS 00
OCMESIHHOM Jpyre TaK H€ BOBpPE€Ms BJIOMUBIIMMCS B CHaJbHIO *€HbI WX Buaasiku. Korma ona
nepeoseBanack... HecyacTHbINM J0OJATO0 MOTOM JIEUWJT YIIMOBI M PAHEHUS] OT METKO KHHYTBIX Ba3 U
YalleK, a TAKKE€ PO30BbIX KYCTOB, POCIIMX y BEpaHIbl )keHbI FiMneparopa. ECTECTBEHHO B JOKJIAIbI
3TO He nomnano... Komy xouercs mpusHasars cBou onmoku? [Ipasna, Immeparop 3To 3HaI U Tak...
Yk 007bHO TOBOJIBHBIM OH BBITJISIZIEN B TOT JCHB!

Ho Buaumo, BbICOKOYTHMBIE bBOrM oOCTamuch Iyxu K HMX MOJWTBaM, Tak Kak Kou yxe
CKpuIena 3y0amMu OT 3J0CTH. A OHA-TO Aymaja, 4To B 3TOT pa3 Bce MpoiaeT Tuxo-mMupHO. Hy,
rOCTH, HY Yail, Hy TOCUJEIKHU. .. UTOo B 3TOM MOXeT ObITh mmoxoro? Ho... Cynp6e O0bu10 ckyuno. U



nosTomy HajzexaamM Kou He cyxkeHo 0110 cObIThes. He B 3TOT pas.

— Mos goporas, monpoOyiTe 3TUX YynHbIX MUPOXKHBIX! OHM OokecTBeHHBbI! 3HAETE, UX BEb
TOTOBSAT UCKIIFOUUTENIBHO U3 IJI010B AepeBa Mnm... K coxaneHuro, OHU y)KaCHO JOPOTHE, TaK KaK
3TO AEPEBLIE PACTET TOJIBKO B HALIEW CTPaHE J1a U IA€T IO pa3 B JECATH JIET. ..

Kou cmupenHno B3misiHynna Ha ['€HCO-/10HO, KOTOpask YK€ MOYTHU Yac MOJCOBBIBAJIA € TO OIHO,
TO apyroe. OTHIO/Ib, HE Takoe 0€30MacHOe, KaK Ka)KeTCsl He MEPBBIA B3I/

Hanpumep, BEIMKOJIENHOE OXKEpENbe W3 pPEeAYaliero po30BOTO JKEMUYra, KOTOpPOE €u
MOAAPUIIN MO CIY4Yar KaKoro-TO Mpa3aHuka pycanku. OTpaBieHHOE. S BOUTHIBACTCS CKBO3b
KOy NOYTH MTHOBEHHO. Meuta oTpaBuTelns... B HaHHBIA MOMEHT KpacyeTrcs y HEe Ha IIee.
Mexay npounM, i JOCTHKEHHUS JICTAIbHOTO MCXOIa JOCTATOYHO HATH MHUHYT. Kow HOCHT ux
yK€E TIOpsIZIKa COPOKa IISTH.

UynecHbld KpacHBIA Yal € JIENECTKaMU F'OPHBIX Xpu3aHTeM. e gqocrana — HenszBecTHO. Ho
ACHO, YTO HE YEeCTHBIM nyreMm. Iloromy 4uto xpuzantema — 1BeTOoK Mmmneparopckoro poma. U
HHUKTO JIPYrol HE CMEN IEPKATh €r0 B CBOMX Cajlax. A yxK JIeJaTh U3 HETO yau!

Hy na boruna um cyaps. Kom Hanmpsrano gpyroe... Yal-To ¢ HENPHUATHBIM CIOPIPU30M.
YMepeTh He yMpelllb, HO IOMYUYUThCS puaeTcs. IlbeM yxe uetBepTyro yamky. Hasino.

Cake METOIWYHO BBUIMBAJIOCH B KYyCThL. briaro ux 3mechk Obuto mpenoctarodno! YUTo moaenars
— Kou nuth He ymena. Boooie.

Menkue makocTu MOKHO He cunTarh. Co cueTy coObenIbes. . .

Kopu xe ¢ Tpynom ayumia B cebe cmex. Habmonars 3a 3TUM MpeACTaBIEHUEM JOCTABIISIIO
cyliee yaoBoJibcTBUE. OCOOEHHO 3a HeylnadyaMU OTPAaBUTEIBHUII, MYUUTEILHUI] U TTpounx. OTKyaa
UM OBUIO 3Harh, YTO €€ TOCMOXKa TMepej] BBIXOAOM MPHUHSUIA KaKoe-TO CBoe (UPMEHHOE
MPOTUBOSIIUE OT OOJIBIIMHCTBA CUIbHEeWImMX sioB? WM Temepsr Momia nuTh ux yamkamu? bes
nocieacTBuit! Ox, meutsl-MeuThl! Kak Obl 10CcTaTh pelenTrK?

OnHako koMmaHus mopoOpanack npemtodonbiTHedmas! Kaii-nono u3 pona Jlazypu, Hesymu-
nono u3 Yepnoro pona, tetss Kopu — Illupyda, 4to Tak HEOHOOPUTETHLHO HA HEe MOMIAILIBACT,
Tcyku-can u3 cembu JIyHHbIX JHC. .. U cama xo3s1iika joma — rocroxka ['enco!

OnHuM cnoBOM — JIMCUW ragtouHuK. XoTs Kali-moHo He Tak Iuioxa, kak kaxercs. C ee
CTOPOHBI TIOKa HE IMociienoBalio HUkKakux nectBuil. OHa kak u Kopu mpocro nHabGmromana. U
pa3BIEKAJIACh 3a YY)KOU CYET.

— bnaroaapro Bac, Bbl Tak JOOPBHI.

VnbIbarscest, ynbpl0arhCs U elle pa3 yabloaTbes. BexInBoO, OTKPBHITO M YyTOUKY JI0BepUYuBO. KTO
CKa3aJjl, YTO TOJIbKO KUTCYHE YMEKOT MyTarb U OKYThIBaTh HUTSIMHU JKU? OH BUIMMO IUIOXO 3HAI
aoneu... Jlaxke TexX, KOTOpble HE MOTYT JIrarh IO OIpeAcicHut0. Ho 3THUKeT eme HUKTO He
OTMEHsI... Tak 4To...

— Hy uto BbI! [I711 HAC UCTUHOM YECTBHIO OYIET CIAYXUTb BaM! — PajiOCTHO YIBIOHYIACH
Tcyku-10H0. — Benp BBL... BBl TaKas HECUYACTHAS. . .

Mnaa... A B NUPOXHBIE U BIPSIMb YyIUBUTENbHBIC... Eciu Obl elie He CUIbHEHIee
CHOTBOpHOE... I He Hamoeno um?

— Ilouemy xe, rocnoxa? 4 BnosHe TOBOJIbHA CBOEH KU3HBIO. . .

N Benp He Bper! M Bpsimb 10BOJIbHA... CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHM KHUBA, 3JI0POBA Jia €IIE U O CKYKE
3a0buia!

— Ho kak xe! Benp UMnepatop HU pa3y HE NPUXOAWI B BalllA MIOKOMU. ..

Toukuit Hamek... Bpone kak, eciid Thl 4eJIOBEK, TO U CMOTPETh Ha TeOs HE HaJo, a JIOOUTh
Tem OoJiee. .. Tak, urpyiika u pa3pieuerHue. Ho BOT kak ke 3To Hajoeo!



— Jloporas most He3ymu-1oH0, mpoImen BCero JUIb MecsI ¢ MOMeHTa cBaanObl! Tem Ooee
[0 3aKOHAM MOEro MUpa — s JIOJDKHA MPOBOIUTH 3TOT MECSI B Pa3AyMbsiX U HOUHBIX MOJIUTBAX,
ymoutsiss boroB HUCIoOCaTh MHE CYACThE.

Jloxs. Harmast noxp. [loutn. Takoi oObuaii AeMCTBUTENBHO CYIIIECTBOBAJI Y HEE Ha POJIUHE,
HO... OKOJIO BOCEMBCOT JeT Ha3al. Ho Benp uM atoro He n3BecTHO? A Kopu yxe modTd pblaaert.
CnaBa boram, moj Mackoil He BUJIHO €€ MEPEKOIIEHHOTO OT cMexa Junal

— Bor kak... 3HaUAT B CKOPOM BpPEMEHM BacC JOJDKEH IOCETUTHh Hall JOCTONMOYTHUMBINA
Bmaneika?

Ckonbko Jr000mbITCTBA!

— BeposiTHo.

Kon uyre He mpoxmm 3neiMu B3misigamMu. Hy-Hy! VI He Takoe BHIENIH, U HE TAaKOE
BbIep)KUBaU. .. OgHu COBETHUKH CKOJIBKO HEPBOB MOMOPTHIIH !

— Kak Mmb1 BaMm 3aBunyem! Mmneparop! OH Beab 00xKeCTBEHHO KpacuB! A 3TH €ro 30J10ThIE
riazal — B rosioce Kali-can nmpope3anoch HECKPHIBAEMOE BOCXUIICHHUE.

3HaeMm, Bce 3HaeMm! M mpo Kaxay BIIACTH, U PO HECKOJIIBKO HEYJAYHBIX MONBITOK OTPABUTH
CBOETO0 'TOCTONOYTUMOTO' BrapIky.

— Hy, ecnu oH B Bamem BKyce... TO Aa.

[Nocnoxa Illupyba ynocrousna ee yauBICHHBIM B3TJISAO0M.

— BpI X0oTHUTE CKa3aTh, uTO Biagsika He B BalieM BKyce?

— 51 BoOOIIE TpeAnounTar OpIOHETOB OJIOHIUHAM, rociioxa. JKenaTenbHo 3eJIeHOTIa3bIM.

He crout BcmomuHarh nepsyto Jt000Bb. He 31ech u He ceifyac. A momnjakarb MOKHO U B
CBOMX allapTaMEHTAaX, B OJIHY U3 MHOXKECTBA MOAYIIEK.

— 5] Obl Ha BaleM MeCTE HE MPOU3HOCHIIA 3TUX CJIOB IPU BAILIEM MYXKE, MHUJIASL.

Yro-To moackaszano Kou, uto ee myx OyaeT 3HaTh 00 3TOM HIOAHCE €Ile JO TOr0, KaK COJIHIIE
ckpoercsi 3a nukamMu rop. Cienuts HYXHO 3a TeMm, uTto roBopuis! W mpu kom... He To
COOCTBEHHBIN MYX... TUXO YCTPOUT CKOPYIO KOHUMHY CBpeil o0okaeMoi U mro0umoit cynpyru. U
BeJlb TAKE CJIe3y MyCTUT!

— Ilouemy xe?

— l'ocioguH xKyTKui cOOCTBEHHUK. M ecTecTBEHHO, Tak KakK Bbl €T0 K€Ha, TO OH CUUTAET Bac
CBOEI COOCTBEHHOCTBIO, U HE TTO3BOJIUT, YTOOBI BAMU BJaJell KTO-JIM0O0 APYrOi.

O coOcTBenHnyeckoi Harype kutcyHe Kou 3Hana npekpacHo. M He nonacnsike. Ha kakom-
TO W3 IMPUEMOB OHa YIbIOHYIach OIHOMY HOpuABOpHOMY. IIpocTo OH Tak 3ab0aBHO BbIDIAIEN!
ToncreHbkuii, MOXOXXKHWM Ha PHUCOBBIM KOJIOOOK B I[BETHBIX 00epTKax! bompime Takoro He
MOBTOPSJIOCH. MIMIieparop MTHOBEHHO CXKall €€ PYKY TaK, YTO YyTh MCKPbI U3 [JIa3 HE MOCHIIAINCH!

W HacTONYMBO MOPEKOMEHIIOBAJI, @ TOYHEE MOXHO OBLIO CKa3zaTh — MpPUKa3all, HE CIUILIKOM
oOpalath BHUMaHUE Ha €ro NOAJaHHbIX MY)KCKOT0 noJja. Tak cka3aTe, BO u30exaHue. ..
— VYury.

A naneliie onuiu crjieTHU. KTo ¢ keM mnepecrnali, KTO KOMY HM3MEHUWJI, KTO KOTO YOWI...
Haceimennas 3neck xku3Hb. Kaxapii mecsiy 4ro-to HOoBeHbKOe. He cockyuuiibcsa. Tonbko, 4To
nenath ¢ Bnaapikoil. Ckanian Besib OyJIEeT MO MPUE3JI€ BO JBOPEIL HE MAJICHbKUA. . .

— T'ocoska Most, IpUOBLT BaIll aJJAHKHH.

Kopu. Uto-to pano oH... Heyxenu yxke goHeciau o pasroBope? Ckopee Bcero. 31eck
IIMUOHCKAas CeTh paboTaeT Kak Hajo. A y Biaaplku oHa mydinasi.

— VY3ke HacTobKO mo31HO0? Haso *xe, a 3a pa3roBopaMu Mbl U HE 3aMETUIIH !

Bce Bbl 3ametmiim I'eHco-can. W cnenuanbHO MNONHSIIA 3TOT Bompoc. Bmpouem, cama



BUHOBaTa! Bripenb Haf0 ObITH OCTOPOIKHEE.

— Io3BoBTE BaC MPOBOANTH, TOCHOXKA.

C TuxuM MOPOXOM BCE BCTAIM M J0Beau Kou A0 KIylIero Ha yiaule najaHkuHa. /[oBOJIBHO
ynbioasick. OToMcTrin. 3acTtaBuiid octynutThes. Jla eme kak! Ho... Bce MOXKHO MOBEPHYTH TaK, YTC
OHM U HE Y3HAIOT O OynyileMm ckanjaine. M maxe eciii 3TO U CIYyYUThCA, TO OyIyT Aymarb, 4YTO 3TO
OBLI TPOIyMaHHBIN X0J1... B 00pb0e 3a BiIacTh. M BHUMaHuUE.

— Y 1a4yHOW JOPOTH, TOCIIOKA. ..

— bbu10 IpUsSITHO MOOECEIOBATh. ..

— JKnem HOBOM BCTpEUH. ..

— bbuta pasa BUI€Th Bac B CBOEM JIOME. ..

CKOJBKO JDKMBOTO y4acTust! A caMu Tak M )KaXKIyT €€ KPOBH.

— bynpere octopoxHbl rocnioxka Kou. mneparop...

Tak. Ilopa.

— bnaronapro Bac, [llupy6a-gono. Ho co cBouM mMyxkeMm s pa3zdoepych Kak-HUOY b cama.

Teneps ynbioHyThCS. ApKko. Comueuno. Ot Bcel aynm. M moAMUTHYTb.

— Benp Kak roBopsT y Hac — BIIOOKCH cama, W 3acTaBb MOJIOOUTH ero! A Kak emie 3T
MOYKHO CJIeJIaTh, €CJIM HE 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 PEBHOBATH?

N yexarb. OcCTaBUB COBEpIICHHO OTOPOIICHHBIX KUTCYHE CTOSITh Ha CTYNEHSX IJIABHOM
Bepanpl. He 3Tux croB onu xkaanu. He takoro orHomenus. Ho camu Hanpocunucs. He Oyau amxo
— Moka cnut Tuxo. A ¢ UMneparopom ona pazdepercs. Kak-HuOynb. ..

Nmneparop pan u Metan. Kak! Ona! Ilocmena! Bamsnyrs! Ha! [Ipyroro! Y BcmomMuHare ¢
HEM C TaKOW HeXHOM ynbIOKov! biioHIuHBI ee BUANTE IU He npuBiekatoT! bproHeTos eil nonasaii!
3eneHoraspix!

TosibKO BOT... e OHa Momia ero BcTpeTuTh? He 3meck 310 Touno. U Bpsia nu B Onvkaiime
JIET JECATh YBUJUT XOTh OJTHOTO. YK OH-TO 00 3TOM no3aboturcs! CoOCcTBeHHOPYJHO!

BoT 1 He Bepb mocie 3Toro, YTo BCE HEMPUATHOCTU M BOWHBI OT KEHIMH. VI OT UX pEBHUBBIX
MYXEH.

Ecnu He 31ech, To — cpeau mroaeit. A kto menbkan Tam? HeusectHo. [lycro. [lonHbiid mpak
WNnu oH... yero-to He 3HaeT? UTto-To ymycTun!

B nMmnepaTopckre mokou poOKo 3arisHyJ CIIyra.

— Yto?!

Kak cMeroT oHH. ..

— I'-rocmnoska Tonpko uTO mpuexaia, Biaapika. Bel mpocuin coOOIMTS.

Pe3ko KHBHYB, OH BBIIEI M3 COOCTBEHHBIX MOKOEB. EcCTh ke pasHble CHOCOObI y3HATh
WHTEpecylolylo ero nHdopmanuio, He Tak Ju? He coBceM NpUATHBIE, HO YTO JeNaTh, €CIU
Apyroro BeIOOpa HET?

A KacymMu-70HO B 3TOT MOMEHT B CIEIIHOM MOPSIJIKE 3aKa3biBaj MojieOeH B xpame JKuzHu.
Kax on mpormsiaen takoe! Bosmoonennsii rocioxku! B mupe moaeii! 1 Baagsika 06 3Tom y3Ham!

Ho emie xyxe To, 4TO OH He 3HaJ HU O KakoM Bo3ntoOiaeHHoM! J[a Bokpyr xkeHbl Mimneparopa
yXKe JIeT MATh KaK HE KPYTUJICS HUKTO MYKCKOrO I0Jia, KpOME POIHBIX M Ha3BaHHBIX OpaTheB!
3Bepeitl He cunTaeM... Cpeau HUX 000pOTHEN He HaOII01aI0Ch.

Tonbko Obl HE yOuUII, TONBKO ObI HEe yOus! DTo ke Oyner BoiHA... KoHEYHO, HE CIUIIKOM yX



pazopuTenbHast I HUX, HO caM (paxT!

Takoit mpocuet! Takoe mydense! A s3xoHOMHKa! A mOroBOpHI ¢ Apyrumu pacamu! Kak Bce
1J10X0!

boru, nposiBute Mmusiocepaue! Y Hero ke Ha JEBYOHKY TaKue IJIaHbl!

Kopu mpoxkana Ha ynuie OT cTpaxa 3a CBOIO T'OCIIOXKY. XOTh M YEJOBEK, HO... XKaJKo. TeM
OoJjiee OHa HE OYEHb-TO W Mioxas... M He nypa coBceM... Tak, cO CBOMMHM HEIOCTarKamu, HO
TepIeTh UX MOKHO. TeMm Oosiee ¢ Helt XoTh He ckydHO. Jlaxke Beceno... XKanko!

Psmom 3acTeuin m3BasHuAMHU ImmuoHBL U Toke Oosttmch. Ho He 3a rocmoxxy Kopwm. Ilpoctc
OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBLIN OpIOHETaAMHM. . .

['ocrioxxa T'eHco BMecTe C moapyramMum HE 3Hald, 4To W 1aymarb. C OOHOW CTOPOHBI,
HNmnieparop Takoro He MPOCTHUT, a C APYrod — HE ITO JIU 3aMbIIUIsIa Hanias AeB4oHKa? CIHIIKOM
JOBOJIBHO 3By4aJM €€ TMpOLAJIbHBIE CJIOBA... J[BycmbicneHHO! BOT M MyubCs Temepp OT
HEU3BECTHOCTHU! A 3TO TaK HEMPUATHO!

CoBerHukn 3nopaactBoBav. Kak uynecHo Bce ckiaasiBaercs! Hmmeparop B TakoMm
COCTOSIHUU M YOUTh MOXKET, OCOOCHHO €CJU Mepell HUM OylAeT MpUYrHa €ro THeBa... Tak 4To, cys
0 BCEMY, HE JIOJITO0 OCTaNOCh *KUTh 3Toi Kou... M Torma... myTh K TpOHY OyIE€T OTKPBIT ISl UX
nouepeit... nu npotexe, 4To HE CyTh BakHO. Pa3dbepyThest Kak-HUOYTH!

Kou xe ¢ y:xkacom cmoTtpena B masza Mmneparopy. I nonumaina, uro Bce! Konen! )KuBoit ona
oT Hero He yinaeT. U 3a uro! 3a MepTByt0 J11000BB, UTO YK€ HE BO3POAUTHCS... He BepHETCs K Heill.
[loTomMy 4TO OHa OKa3aJlach CAUMIKOM cl1a0oii... [loToMy 4TO UyBCTBa OBUIH CIMIIKOM CIA0BIMU. . .

— Tak 3HauMT, rocnoxa >xeHa Mosi, Bac IIpUBJIEKat0T OproHeThL. K ToMy *ke 3elleHorIaseple. ..

A ronoc — cnaguainmii Men. [lompoOyii X0Tk KamenbKy TaKOro — OTPaBUIILCA. MTHOBEHHO.
C neranpHbIM UcxoA0M. [IpoTUBOSANA-TO HET.

— Tax 3HauuT, OJTOHAMHBI BaC HE MPUBJICKAIOT. . .

Xunmuk. OnacHeli. Belmennmii Ha OXOTy W MOYYSBIIMH CBOKO kKepTBY. I HET MIAaHCOB Ha
cnacenue... [loromy uto Tel — uenoBek. bezopyxuspiid. Cnadelii. [loroMy yTo TPpOTUB OypH THI —
IIECUNHKA.

— W 1me xe BBl Berperwim 310 uyno? He pacckaxure mm? He mnopenurecs...
BOCIIOMHUHAHUSIMHA?

Bot 3mece u ceiiwac Hamo ObITh oTKpoBeHHOHW. Jlo koHma. KoHeyHno, oHa wmorma Obl
NEeperUIeCTH KPYKEBO KM3HU TaK, YTOOBI 3TOT BOMPOC HE ObLT 3a/1aH U OTBET HE MPO3ByYall, HO...
njara 3a 3To ObuUia Obl CIMIIKOM BBICOKOH. J[a m Henp3s. Cebe B yromy MEHSTh UyKHE >KU3HU-
MTHOBEHMUS.

— OH MepTB. Yke noutu mArth Jiet. He ctouT TpeBokuTh ero aymry, Beime BemnuectBo. OH
BaM HE COIIEPHUK...

boru, no vero xe crpamno! M camoe miaBHOe — OH €Ml He BepuT. Hu enmHOMYy CIOBY.
CnuiikoM MHOTO 34eCh JryT. I BUIMMO OH cuUMTaeT, 4TO U OHa ToXxe... Ho Henw3st! Henb3s en
aroth! HegoroBapusare, yMauuBaTh, HO He JiraTh. TakoB 3akoH. [ Hee.

— Bort kak? MeptB?

Kou yxe uyrs nu He miakana. He Hamo, He 3actaBisiiTe BcnoMuHarh! 9T0 0osibHO. OYeHE
0oxpHO. 60 Torma oHa Tak M HE penmiach nepenucarb cyas0y... He Hamma B cebe cui, XoTsa u



mro0una. BuanMo He HacTONBKO CHIIBHO, KaK HaI0 ObUIO. ..

He penmnace. [loromy 4To Henb3si HapymaTh 3akoH... He mns storo... Takoro Obl Trocmoxa
Beunocts He npocTuina 6sl... He eid.

— Iloxanyiicta, moBepbTe MHE... YMoJIsito Bac! Ho He 3acTaBistiiTe. ..

30J10THIE IJ1a3a THEBHO cBEpKHYIU. ConpoTuBisennbes? bpocaenn Bbi30B? EMy?!

— Nwms.

Kon orBepnynace. bosbHoO. ..

— Nwms!

['HeBHBI OKpUK. benas pyka ¢ KOTTSIMH 3aCTaBis€T MOBEPHYTh JIUIO. 3amIIHYTh B 3TH
XKyTKHUeE riasa. 3010Teie. .. Kak conHiie.

— Nwms. ..

bonbHoO...

— Hexpan... u3 poga CrnenonsITos. ..

TopxecTBo. BoripBan. 3actaBun cMmuputhes. Ilyckail oHa 3Haer, Koro cTouT OosThes. Kto
ABJISIETCS €€ TOCIIOIMHOM. .. Ube CJIOBO M BOJIS JUIsl HEE 3aKOH, KOTOporo Kou He cMeeT u He nMeeT
MpaBa OCIYIIATHCS.

— 3anomMHu, xeHa. Pa3 u HaBcerga. bonbliie s moBTopATh HE Oymy. Thl IpUHAJICKUIIb MHE.
Bces. U Tonbko s pemato, uto Tede 103BoJIeHO, a uTo HeT. [loHnsma?

Cna6biit kuBoK. [loutn HezameTHbIN. Ho 3TOr0 — mocraTouHo.

— Bot 1 ymHuna... A 3To, 4To0 He 3a0bL1a!

MrHoBeHre U OH BBUICTEN 3a JIBEPh, OCTABUB Ha €€ T'ydax JeJSHOW MPUBKYC BEYHOCTH,
CMEIIIAHHBIN C COJICHBIMM KaIlIsIMU Ku3HU. UTOOBI 3HaNA. .. UTOOBI TOMHUIIA.

TI'nasa 3

Hexnan... Te0sa He xaanu — TbI npuiiea. Tol ObUT HE HY)KEH — HO Tbl ObuL. [{uTs 351bda un
yenoBeka. M orToro HepeanbHblil. Beap moiaykpoBOK ceryac moutu Her... WM Bpsax M ux cra”el
OospIie... A Thl... THl OpHIlea K HaM. B gom moero orma, kHsa31 CeBepHbIX ocTpoBOB. M crar
3amMTHUKOM [locneaHen KpernocTu, MOEro 1oMa.

Jlyanmi nyynuk. Ckaszanack KpoBb oTma. Ho eme... eme OH 3Han O4eHb MHOTO NECEH U
JIETeH /1, 3aCTaBISIONMX CEPALIE CTy4aTh YyTOUKY ObICTpEe.

[lepBas 11000Bb. .. [lepBbIit mpam Ha cepale. ..

['opsl y Hac ciaBsATCS TEM, YTO JAXKE JIETOM OHHU CMEPTENbHO onacHbl. He To, uyTo 3umoit! Ho
BoJsieto ciyyas... Coet [IpaBsumx cobpancs 3umoi. B JlecHoM kHsikecTBE. A 10 HEro y Hac ecTl
TOJIBKO OJIMH IyTh — Y€pPE3 ropbl. becnomaaapie 1 MOTJaInBbie. PaBHOIYIIHBIE U XOJIOAHBIE.

Bo Bpems mepexoaa Jiomaau 4ero-To Mcnyrajuch U noneciu. IIpsmo k oOpeiBy. Mens crac
HexaH, myCTUBIIMIA CBOETO KOHS HAIIEPEPE3 MOEMY. . .

[Tocnennee, 4To s MOMHIO — 3€JI€HBIEC Ia3a, cMoTpsAnme Ha MeHsa. U ynpioka. CriokoitHas u
OmaronmapHas. 3a Bce, 4TO ObLIO.

O ToMm, yTO OBLIO, MHE paccka3ajid MOTOM... S| pBajach M3 UyKUX PYK... B MPONACTh...33
HUM... MeHs Ha cuily yaepxKaiu. ..

A s nnakana. [Tono6HO paHEeHOMY 3BEpIO, Y KOTOPOTO yXe€ HET Cuil Ha BoW. MI3MeHuTs cyan0y



g HE pelmiack. .. BepHee, MHE HE naiu. ..

B utore co MHO# ocTanuCh TOJBKO BOCIIOMUHAHMS J1a TOHKO3BY4Has Quieiita. 1 s urpana na
Hel ero necHu. M He Moria otmycTuTh ero ayuty Tpomnoro. He 6suto cuit. He Obuto0 sxenanusi. ..

A ron cmycTs... oH MHe npucHuics. U s ornmyctuna ero. I[loromy uro, Tak Obuio mydie.
emy, 1 MHe. OH 00pen MOKO... KOTOpbIi 3aciuyxui. S xe... S urpana Tak, 4To pa3pbIBaAIOCH
cepate ot 6onu u cuacths. OH yilen, HO HaBcerga octaiucs co MHOM. B cBoux mecHsax... B moeii
MaMSITH. ..

W 51 BHOBB cTana ynblOarbCs... MIOTOMY YTO, IMYCTh M BCETO HECKOJBKO JIET... HO OHU Yy HAC
ObLIH. ..

(Kou-Jlana,
0e3 aThl).

— I'ocnioka Mos1, BaM TpyCTHO?

Kopu. Manenbkas Becenas cepas jmcuuka. Kpacusas, kak u Bce 31ech. CuipHas U cMmenas
Ho HemHOro He Takas... kak Bce napyrue. C KpymiblM JIMYMKOM, TOHKHMH Y€pTAMHU JIWIA,
TEMHBIMH, MMOYTH YEPHBIMU [Ia3aMU U CEPbIM XBOCTHUKOM. [Ioka eme o4eHb MajleHBKUM, HO CO
BpeMeHeM Bce u3MeHHuTcs. M 3a cniuHoi y Hee OyeT HU OJUH, HU JIBa, @ MHOTO OOJIbIlIe XBOCTOB.
HeBsare. [Tynmctsix u Terbix. Kak u ona cama. U takux sxe 0eCroKONHBIX.

ITo mepkam kutcyne Kopu emie mogpoctok. CoBceM IOHBIA M HUYErOo HE 3Harommi. YTo s
HUX CTOJIETUE, €CJIM MEHBIIE THICSYU JIET 31€Ch HE JKUBYT!

Ho nns yenoBeka sta nucuuka — crapyxa. Ouenb apeBHss. M 1o 6e3ymust MHOTO BUIAIIAS U
3naronast. Ho Kopu — nuca-o0oporens. M BpeMs 17151 Hee TeueT nHaue. He Tak, kak y nroaei.

Ho Bce xe... Dta ManeHbKass KUTCyHE CTaja COBCEM IO-APYroMy OTHOCHUTBCA K Kom mocne
Toro ciydas ¢ Mmmneparopom. [Ipocto mpusHana ee kak yacth cBoeit cembu. Cectpy. JIrooumyro u
Iynyto. TOJIbKO JIEeNarollyl0 CBOM TEpBbIe IIard B 3ToM Mmupe. Mupe danpim u yneiook. Ee
o0OeperaTh HaJ0, YYUTh...

— I'ocnioka Mos1, Hy He Tiaubte... He Hano... He pa3peiBaiite mue cepane!

A y camol Toxke Ha mia3zax ciesbl. [Ipo3padnbie. A oHa Tak JaBHO HE Iuiakana... Cui He
onut0... /Jla 1 HEe cmena. He 31eck.

A Kopu pelmana u mermmnsuiace 3a Kpas pykaBOB CBOCH IOHOM CiIyKaHKHW... OHa HUYEro He
Bujena. Tombko uyyBcTBOBajda. boib u orudasHbe. I[loTomy uTo paszOepenuiv HadaBIIMECS
pyO11eBaThCS PaHBL. ..

— He nago... Tume... Tuie, Mmos xopomas... Bee mponuio, 3aKOHYUIOCS. ..

Ha nnnoBkax nexxut copBanHas papdoponas Mmacka. 3aueM oHa teneps Kopu? He craner ona
CKpBIBATh CBOE JIUILIO Nepe. .. cecTpoi. [1o HecuacThro. HazBaHHOU.

[ToToMy 4TO 3Ta KUTCYHE TOXE JIIOOUJIA U TOXKE Tepsia. M HUuuero He Morjia ¢ 3TUM CJeJarh.
He morna criactu.

Kopu nepecrana HOCUTh MAacCKy B MPUCYTCTBUH CBOEW T'OCIIOXKH, Kak OHa Ha3biBasia Kou. Kak
MoxHO? OHu Beap cranu cembei... [locme Toro kak yBumenu ciaboOCTH JApPYr Jpyra.
[TodayBCcTBOBaIM TaKylO MOXO0XKYIO 00Jb, TETIEPh MOAETCHHYI0 HajBoe. Benp Tak nerde... XKutes. U
ITIOMHUTH O T€X, KTO YILIEN, HO BCE PABHO OCTAJICS C TEMU, YbE€ CEP/ILIE MIIAKAIIO 10 HUM.

Pon Tymansimmx Pa3zym npuoOpen eme oqHy aodb. [lycTh u yenoBeka. Ciaalyro, HAUBHYIO U



miynyio. He ymeromyro u He cMmeromyro Jirath B miaza. Hocute apdopoyro y3opHyto macky. Ho
HUKTO HE TomnpekHeT ee Oousbie >TuM. He mmeror mpaBo. Hukto um Hukorma. Kou crama cBoei.
Oco0eHHO mocie Takoro. ..

[Tocne Toro, Kak cMemanuch UCKpeHue ciesbl. Hactosume. .. KurcyHe Bep mo4TH HUKOTTIA HE
miauyt. [Toutn He ymeroT atoro aenark. [loutu 3a0butn. Tak ObIBaeT. ..

A Kou c¢ Kopu mmakanu. UckpeHne, camo3aOBeHHO. Tak, KaKk yMEIOT HE OYE€Hb MHOTHE
B3pocibie, HO AeTu. OgHa OT obJieryeHus 3a CBOwO Teneph cectpy. Kupa! Bropas oT Toibko, 4TO
MEePEKUTOTO CTpaxa u cTapoi 6onu. OT Bce ellie KpOBOTOYAIMX PAH Ha IOHOU AyIIe.

CMemHo cKaszarb, HO 3TO IMPOUCHIECTBHE 3AaCTAaBUJIO B3MISIHYTh B IVla3a YYKOTO CO3JAHUS
coBceM 1o nHOMY. OTOPOCUB U3MOPO3b COMHEHUH, TIaMsi HEHABUCTH M TYMaHHbBIE CETH (aJbIIy.
NMeHHO Tak CTaHOBATCS APY3bsMHU... TOJIBKO TaK CroparoT MAacku... M mocie Takoro He mpenaror.
Hukorna u vu 3a uro. He B 3Toi1 cTpaHe, /e J0Kb cTajla 0ObLAEHHOCTHIO.

Macku cOpollieHbl U OOpaTWJIMCh TEIIOM BpeMEHH. JDTO yxke ciaydusiaochk. M mopora Temnepr
BeJIET TOJIbKO Briepe. Y Hukyma Ooblie.

— DTO IpPOCTO JOXKb. ..

Hoxnb. IIpo3paunas 3aBeca, CMBIBaKOIAs oOdepTaHUs Mupa. Pa3zMmasbiBaromas Kpacku
MPUPOABI, MpeBpaliasi UX B CMYTHO-cepoe mATHO. be3 sapkoctu. be3 xu3nu. Ho ¢ kakou-to
CTpaHHOM, MOYTH He3aMeTHOM TaliHON. KTo TaMm cKpbIBaeTcs 3a 3TO# nejaeHou Aoxasa? Moxer erie
onuH npyr? Wnu Bpar? Wnu Heuro Gosbliee?

— [a, 3uma ckopo...

Kopu mrobuna 3umy. Ilotomy uro Obuta kak oHa. CepeOpucrto-Oenas, Onectsimas U spkas.
HacTonbko, 4To Ha cHer 00JbHO I1a3aM cMOTpeTh! Toro misigu — ocienHenb OT ATOW KPacoThl!
Ho He npaucTo-X0JIONHOW M KOJIFOYEW, a TEIUIOW M conHeyHOW. Korma 3BEHHT Kamenb W Urparor,
OTPa)XasiCh ThHICSTYAMH WJLUIIO3UN, COJIHEUHBIC 3aYUKU B IPAHSAX XPYCTAIBHBIX COCYJIEK — 3UMHUX
YKpaIllEeHU ! MPUPOJBI U JIOMOB.

A Bce Taku...

Tax nmpocto... Tak ytotHo... Tenmo. [loTomy uTo OHa GOJBIIE HE OAHA. Y HEE €CTh CecTpa.
Hpyr. Ilepssiii 31ech. Ho Kou-Jlana Hagesnack, 4To HE MOCHETHUM !

A pyku mepeOuparT TOHKHE INEIKOBbIE HUTH. 30J0Thie U Oenble. HexHble-HexkHbIe. Kak
OyITO CBUTHI OHM OBUIM M3 JIydeW COJIHIIA U JYHBL. A MOXET Tak OHO U ecTh? KTo e 3HaeT 3Tux
KUTCYHE. ..

N Tonbko cThIHET B XpYynkux (apdopoBbIX UalllKax apoMmarHbeli 4ail. Hacrtosumid,
XpU3aHTEMOBBIN. TOT, KOTOPBIM NbET TOJBKO Mmmneparop. M ene 30J0TUTBCS ClaIKWAN-CIIAIKAN
JIMIOBBIA MEJI — HAIIOMUHAHHUE O TAKOM JAJIEKOM U JTI0OMMOM oMe. beiBiem qome. Tam 3uMoit u
OCEHBIO MaMa 4acTO Ha HOYb TOTOBHUJIA MOJIOKO ¢ MeoM. Korzia TeMHbIM, 4yTOUKY KPaCHOBAThIM, a
KOT/Ia U ¢ OJEAHO KENThIM, HO HAaCTOJIbKO HECTEPIUMO CIaJKHUM, YTO JaKe Ha CJIEAYIONMN JEeHb
Ha ry0ax ocTaBajics €ro MPUBKYC JTUKUX SIOJJOHb U MYIMCTHIX BETOK MeaoBHKa. M1 3TO Tak BKYCHO!
N HexHO, 9TO M ckazarh Henb3s! Tosnbko mompobOoBark... KTo He BuIen U HE €1 TOT Meld, He
IIOUMET.

N MArkuM KityOOYKOM CBEPHYJICS Ha KOJIEHSX S, Hecst ¢ co00il mouTH 3a0bITOE TEIJIO Cpean
CyMpaka H XoJjiofia mo3Hel oceHu. Tak ObUIO0, Koa OHM HOYEBAIHU B JIECY MO CEHSMH MYIIMCTHIX
BETOK 3eJieHbIX enei. CoBceM He KOJMI0YMX, Kak ToBOpAT 31ech! Hao0opoT, MATKUX, 3HAKOMBIX U
ponHbIX... OHM 3eneHenu Bech roJ Ha CeBEepHBIX OCTPOBAX, KPACOBAIUCH B CBOMX YIMBUTEIBHBIX
MOXHATBIX MIaThsX.

N cBeun cozmaroT armochepy HepeanbHOCTU... CkazouHocTH. Brpodem, 3TO CBOWCTBO



J1000TO KMBOTO OTHS — paccKas3biBaTh CKa3kW. JKallb, 4TO TOHATH SI3BIK OTHS MOTYT HE BCE.
Mo3keT TOJIBKO JPaKOHBI 1a (PEHUKCHI elle yMEIOT 3TO. ...

A ayma yxe KaXIeT 4ya... UM KaKoW-TO 3a0bITOM JIereHbl... HaloMUHaHus... O 4eM-To,
4yTO 3a0bUI0Ch. OOpPaTUIOCH CHU30M IBIMKON W YIETENO MyTEIIeCTBOBaTb C BETPOM, HO OOEIIAiIo
HENPEMEHHO BepHYThCs. [locae Toro, kak Ha MyTH BCTPETUTHCA HACTOSIIEE YY/IO.

— Kopu, a oTKyna npou3onuiv KUTCyHe?

UyTh ynuBieHHBIN B3rsd. BoT 1 Bee. A 3adem enie yto-to? Um...

TosnbkOo MeNbKaeT B pyKaxX KOCTSHOW IpeOeHb, 3aCTaBiisAsl BOJIOCHI PACCHINAThCA IO IJie4am
KOPUYHEBO-MEJIOBBIMU BOJIHAMM... Takoro I1Bera BOJIOC HET HU y OAHOro juca... He ObiBaeT
mpocTo... He ux 3To 1iBeT. 30J10TOM, phbKHH, cepeOpeHHBIN, OCIIBIN, YEPHBIN, HO HE MEIOBBIN... He
CTOJIBKO PA3JIMYHBIX OTTEHKOB HAuMHAasi C TEMHOIO KalllTaHA W 3aKaH4YMBAs JIETKOM OTHEHHOWU
PBDKUHKOU.

— Hy... CMOTps KaKoi poJ1 BAC UHTEpPECYET... Y HAC )K€ uX MHOro. O4eHb.

Bon ono kak. ¥ kaxjoro poaa cBosi ucropus. Croe npeaanue. CBosi maMsTh U HE3bIOJIEMbIE
tpaguuuu. Kak y Hux. ¥ moneut. Kak noma.

— Pacckaxu o TBoeM poae. O HameMm. ..

VYnei0ka. PoOkas. Hexxnas. Komy cka3zare — He moBepsaT. Kutcyne ymeror ymeioarscs! bes
mxu. Uckpenne. Tak, 4To KaxkeTcsi, OyITO pOOKHIl JIYHHBIM JIydUK BBIIJISHYT M3-3a Tyd4, PEIIMB
3amIsiHYTh B TOCTH. Bcero Ha omHy MHHYTOYKY... Benp emy Tak MHoro Hajo ycrnetrsb! CTONbKO
YBUAETH U YCJIBIIATH!

A MOXET, HUKTO MPOCTO HE yI0CTauBaJCs MOJOOHON YecTn? YIbIOKM KUTCYHE. ..

— IlepBsIit U3 Moero poaa ObUT co3/iaH U3 TymMaHa. [loaTomy Hac u 30ByT TyMaHSAIMMU pa3yM.
Mou, BbI ero netu u co3ganus. S He crnopro. Beap Tak, B CYIIHOCTH U €CTh... XOTSI COTBOPHUJIA HAC
BedHOCTh M3 3TOro 3B€3IHOTO MOJIOKA, KOTOPOE OMYCKAETCS Ha HAIIy 3€MIIIO IO €€ MOBEJICHUIO U
xKenaHuo. benoro-6emoro, 4to ObIBaeT TOJMBKO MOYTPY. Bcero mNpoHW3aHHOTO COJHEYHBIMH
Jy4aMH. ..

['oBOpSIT, caMa 5 K COXKAJICHUIO HE 3HAK0, XOTSI 3TO U MO PO, MOSI ITaMsATh, 4TO [IepBbIit U cam
MOTI' CTAaHOBUThCS UM. TymMaHOM, B CMBICTIE... A MOXeET, OH U Obul UM? He 3Har0. [la u HUKTO yxKe
He 3HaeT. TOJBKO JEreH 1bl y HaC €CJIM U OCTAJIUCh.

A Tak... OH ObUI MOX0X Ha BCEX, U B TO K€ BpeMsi — HU Ha Koro. OH mpocTo ObLI.

[lepBbiii... MBI ero nHade U He Ha3biBaeM. HUKTO B MoeM pojie. XOTs B KXKJAOW CEMbE ObLI
cBoit Ilepseiit... nunu [lepsas.

A Ham... Ham Obut... ynuBuTenbHBIM. 1 OH HUKOTA HE >KUJI BO JBOPIIE WU POJAOBOM JIOME.
Emy 6nu>xe ObutH MSTKHE HameBbl ITUTP U GJeHT, ueM cruieTHu Benukoro asopa. Ero HenaBuaenn
3a 9T0. [Ipe3upanu. Ho Huvero ne Mmoru ¢ atum noxaenars. Cenen O6bu1 Ham [lepsoiit. He kaxmomy
MOKHO CHJIAMH C HUM IOTATaThCA. .. Jlaxke Tenepp, Koraa OH yllesl B BEYHOE ITyTEIIECTBUE.

A eue oH med... Tak, 4TO XOTE€JIOCh OMHOBPEMEHHO IJIaKaTh U CMeAThCA. [loToMy 4TO Ayma
O’KMBaJla B T€ MTHOBEHUS, KOTJIa OH OpaJjics 3a UUTPY UK QJIEHTY U €ro rojaoc, YUCThIN U 3BOHKHUH,
B3JIETAJI [10]] caMble Hebeca. ..

OH MOT 3aCTaBIATh KUTCYHE TUIAKaTh. MbI ke 3TOro moutu He ymeem. He moxem. Cnumkom
4acTO HOCUM Macku. CIIMIIKOM PEIKO CHUMAaeM uX. Jlaxke repe poaHbIMU, NEePe] CEMbEH.

A OH yMell BbI3bIBaTh Ha HAIMX Ia3aX cle3bl. TOIBKO... BOT U BParoB y HEro ObUI0 MHOTO. Y
BCEX €CTh Bparu. A y TeX, KTO BBIJEISIETCS U3 OOIIeH TOMMbI UX eie 0ombie. BripoueM, BbI U camu
ATO 3HAETE He XyXKe MeHs... Bcnomuute xots Obl rocnioxky ['enco!

[lepserit xe... [lepssoiit Obut MeuTareneM. HactosumMm. OTkpoeiThiM. He oT Mupa cero, ckazany



Obl y Bac. I oH HuKorga He Hocui Macok. He nmpunuman nx. He npu3naBan. 3auemM CKpbIBaTh TO,
yTo KpacuBo? To, uto nmogapunu emy Beunocts n JKuzup?

Br1 Obl, rocnoxka... ¢ HUM noApyxwinck. HaBepHsaka. Yk O0JIbHO OH MOXOX Ha Bac. BB
[Toka He ymen B Beunoe cTpaHcTBuE... MBI BEb HE YMUPAEeM Kak JIFOOU, MO rocnoxa... Me
yXoauM Jaiblie. .. [1o Jloporam aqpyrux Mupos...

Jlerkasi, 4yTh rpycTHas YJIbIOKAa. DTO MPOCTO MaMATh, TOTPEBOKEHHAsI HEUYATHHBIMU CJIOBaAMU-
pa3roBopamH.

— Ho roBopsT, 4TO MHOTAA, XOTA C MOMEHTA €ro yxo[a MPOIUIM THICIYU JIET, ONMHOKHUM
IYTHUK MOKET YCJBIIIATh €ro MECHU... BBICOKO B ropax Ha Hen3BeCTHOM Tpomne. [loromy kKak TO
ecTh necHu Mupa... Kotopeie on nen. Cama s He 3Har0. Ho Tak roBopsAT y MEHS B pOJy.

Crapas-crapas cka3ka... Tak MOKHO Ha3BaTh MOBEAaHHYIO UCTOpHIO. [[oTOMY Kak MHAYe U HE
CKaXxkelllb. [loToMy 4TO CIMIIIKOM MHOTO MUHYJIO, CTUHYJIO B 0€30pEeKHBIX peKaX KU3HU U CMEPTH.

— Kpacuso...

Cxkaszku... OHu Beap HecyT B cebe orTpaxkeHue mpomwvioro. OcobeHHo Takue. ['pycTHO-
cinaakue. Kak Xxpu3aHTEeMOBBIN Yail. ..

N xaxpiii HApo1 MOMHUT CBOM UCTOPUH, CKa3aHUs U ObUIMHBL. A €llle IECHH. ..

— A Bnapgpika?

HNHTepecHo. .. 4eM BOCIOIb30BaIach boruHs, 4ToObI cO31aTh €ro poj?

— A HNwmneparop... Tyt BooOie TaitHa moKpeITas MmpakoMm. Benb o poxge Mmneparopa TouHo
HUYEro He U3BECTHO. TOJIBKO JIETeH IbI, CKa3KH J1a JoMBbICIbL. Erie 6ombime, 4emM B Apyrux pojax.

OnHu TOBOPST, UTO OH BEJIET CBOM PO/ OT CaMOro MEPBOr0 KUTCYHE HA 3€MJie, APYTHE — YTO
ero cozgana cama boruns Beuynoctu u3 nepBoHadaibHOTO Xaoca, TPETbU — W3 HEOECHOTO OTHS,
YETBEPThIE — M3 MPU3PAYHOrO JIYHHOTO CBeTa. ECTh eme HecKoJlbko Bepcuid. CoBceM YK
CTPaHHBIX, HEPEAJBHBIX... 3/I€Ch HUKTO TOYHO HE 3HAET, UTO MPaBla, a 4TO — BbIMbICEN. HO uTO
CWJIOW 3TOT POJ HAJICJIEH HEMEPEHOU — BCe. TONBKO KAKOW UMEHHO — HEU3BECTHO.

CkpeiBaet 910 [Ipapsime. beperyr u XpaHsT CBOM TailHBIL... 4TO eIlle OOJbIE MOJOTPEBaALT
VHTEpEC.

Moii pon, HapuMep, BIAJIEET MIEPEMEIICHUEM B IIPOCTPAHCTBE. .. U €Il Koe-ueM. Bbl 3HaeTe
€, UTO S MOTY CTUpaTh naMsATh? M myTenmecTBOBaTh CKBO3b JIETKYIO JBIMKY TYMaHa. ..

OrueHHbIN pos yMeeT NoqUUHSITL cedbe oronb. Hy ga 3T0 B caMmoM uMeHu cibiiHo! Ero aetu
€lIe MOTYT CTAaHOBUTBLCS MAajOM, MOYTH HE3aMETHOM HCKpoW... OcraHaBnuBarh moxkapel. Camble
CUWJIbHBIE U Pa3pyLIUTEIIbHBIE.

UepHblil — MOYTH HEMOOEIUM HOYbIO, TAK KaK MMEHHO OHA XPaHHUT €ro, JAapyeT €My CBOE
MOKPOBUTENbCTBO. OHM snydnme mmuoHbl. Tenu. W 6e33aBeTHO mpemansl Braapike. OHU HUKOTIIA
HE OMIyT IpOoTUB Hero. He npenanyr.

DTO BCE€ MOMUMO NPEBpALICHUS B JIHCY. YK 3THUM-TO 3J€Ch BIajaeroT Bce! Jlaxe camble
MaJIEHbKUE JIeTH!

A pon Bragpik... MHOro roBopsr, HO O peajpHOW cuie s He 3Haw... He pony — 3aranka.
Ymeer mHoroe. IIpoxoguTh CKBO3b JYHHBIM CBET, TEPSACh B HEM, OKa3bIBaThCA COBEPIIEHHO B
npyrux mupax. be3 nopor, 6e3 nmyrei. [loqunHATH ceOe CUIIbl TBMBI U CBETA, CILJIETAasi U3 HUX CETh
xu3Hn. Mcnenars. Yousars. [lapuTh modTu BedHOCTh. MoskeT emie uto... He 3Haro s 3Toro. Pox
BJIAJIBIK TTIOX0 HAa TEMHYIO CTOPOHY JIYHBL. ThI 3Ha€Illb, YTO OHA €CTh, HO BOT UTO OHA CKPBIBAET. ..

— A IlepBas Umneparpuna? Yk o HEil-TO HABEpHSIKA XOTh YTO-TO U3BECTHO?

Monuanue. Taryyee, kak cmona. M Takoe e JUIKoe.

— A ona... OHa xwuna Bo BpeMms [lepBoil BOWHBI 3a BnacTbh. [IpekpacHenmas U3 BCEX HAC



Hpesusisa. Jssaruxsoctas. 1 umeHHO oHa cMorIa 3aHATH TpoH. [IpuBena cBoii poxa k mobee.

Munocepanas. bmaropognas. He nrymas. Cioumkom umcta oHa Obiia st Hac. CIHIIKOM
[EHIJIA YYXKYIO )KU3Hb. .. W CIUIIKOM CHJIBHO JTF0OMIIa CBOIO CEMBIO. ..

Ho He cmoTps Ha Bce 3T0 oOnajana peaKocTHOM 0e3:KaloCTHOCTBHIO U TopiabiHel. ['oBopsT
Jaxke, 4To oHa ObLia BitoOsieHa B [lepBoro moero poga... Ho 3Toro HUKTO TOYHO He 3HaeT. Tak,
CIIyXH, TJI€ HEJIb3sI BEPUTH BO UTO ObI TO HU OBLIO.

Ona noutu 6oruns. /s Hac. Ee umsa momMusaT U 9taT. Eit MonsTes. Tonbko BOT... HUKTO HE
CMOT 3a BCE 3THU CTOJIETHUS B34Th B PYKH BJIacTh, KOTOpas ObUIa TOCTYyNHA €i. [ 0BOPSAT, 4TO 3TO OHA
MOCTapaJiach CAENATh TAK... YTO ObI €€ He npes3ouuvin. Hukro.

Ho Jlapga-Kou 3anenwniace jgummb 3a OAHY CTPOUYKY, 3a Mapy CJIOB, KOTOPbIE OHA AyMalna, YTo
HUKOT/Ia HE YCIIBIIMT U3 YCT KATCYHE. .. CIIMIIKOM YK 3TO HEPEAJIBHO.

— A s 1ymarna, 4To KUTCYHE HE YMEIOT JIIOOUTb. ..

— Ilouemy xe He yMeroT? YMerT. ToJIbKO HE TaK KakK Bbl, JIFOAH.

BonpocurensHo noansTas OpoBb. Pa3Be nt000Bb ObIBaeT APyroit?

— Bp1 m00uTe kak oroHb. I1onMHOCTBIO OTHABAasCh 3TOMY UYBCTBY, MOsSl rocnoxa. Cropas B
HEM M BO3POXKIAsACh. Y MUpAsi paJid HEeE. ..

Benp y Bac, 4To HH WHCTOpHS, TO CaMOIIOXKEPTBOBaHWE, CIJI€3bl, 00JIb, WCIBITAHUE H
HenpemeHHO cuacthe! [llanbHoe u Ge3yaepkHoe. 'M KuiM OHU JTOJITO M CYACTIMBO, U YyMEPJHU B
OJIUH JICHB', TaK, KAKETCS, y BaC TOBOPSIT?

A MBI... MBI JJIOOMM COBCEM MHade. Y Hac HeT orHs. M Takoii... cTpactu, 4To 3a0biBaeiib 000
BceM. [laxke poze u cedbe camom.

VY nac... Tonbko pydeil, mocepeOpeHHBIN JTYHHBIM CBETOM. Pydeil, 0 KOTOpOM ThI BCE 3HACIIb.
Jlo camoro mociieqHEro Kamellka WM necurnHkd. Hama t000Bb CTPOUTCS Ha YBEPEHHOCTH H
noBepur. be3 cuibHBIX 4yBCTB. MBI HE ymMupaeMm OT JitoOBH. Mbl Hacnaxaaemcs €ro. bepexem
3anmiaem. Ho HUKoOrma He yMupaeM 3a paju Hee...

Tuxo OGapabanut mo Kpseime MokaAuK. Kam-kam-kam, Oym-Oym-Oym. I[lpuuynnuBas mecHs
IIPUPOBL, KOTOPYO O4EHb TPYAHO MOBTOPHUTH... 1loTOMY UTO OHa Kaxapli pa3 pasHas. Kaxnapii
HOBBII JJOK/Ib — HOBAas.

MsrkuM OorHeM ropsit CB€4u, OTOpachiBasi MPUUYIJIUBBIE TEHH, PUCYS CTPAHHBIX KUBOTHBIX U
CO3/IaHUM HA CTEHaX KOMHATBHIL.

— Mla... Ona y Bac gpyras...

W BCIUIBIBAIOT B MAMSATH TOPSALIME THEBOM 30JIOTHIE TJ1a34. . .

— Bb1 He nepxkute 371a Ha Brnaapiky, rocnosxka. IIpocto Mbl Takue kakue ecTb. COOCTBEHHUKH.

VYx 310-TO OHa moHnsuta! M Gombie moBropenus He xoueT. He B oTol ku3nu. [la u Bo Bcex
ITOCIIEIYFOIIMX TOXKE.

— Ho 3T0 HE mOBOJ. .. TaK pearupoBaTh...

— Jly14 BacC — MOKET M HET, a Uil Hac — o4eHb naxke. OH Beab Ha3Baj Bac keHOU. CBoen
XKEHOM. A 3HAUUT, CYATAET, UTO BbI IPUHAJICIKUTE EMY.

Hanm mMyXyuHBI B IOHATHE 'CBOM' BKJIQIBIBAIOT TOMCTUHE MEPBOOBITHBIN CMBICI. MBI k€ Bce-
TaKy HEMHOTO 3BepH... OOOpPOTHH.

Kcrarm...

—Vy?

— O HNmmneparpune Kou. Ona Benp omHaasl mpocTo ucuesna. Kak Oyaro ee u He ObUIO.
Huxorna... Tonbko B KOMHATe OCTalMCh pa3OpoCaHHbIE MO MOy PO30BBIC JICECTKU cakypbl. U
BCE.



Tak BOT kak mymaroT KUTCyHe... Mcuesna. Kak e O6pu10. UTO *K. ..

A Benmp, 3T0 mpaBaa. OHa W BOpsAMb Hcuesna. Yuwvia. Tyma, rie HeT KoHua U Kpas. B
BEYHOCTb... TakK ke, Kak Koraa-uHuoyap yitaer u Jlaga-Kou.

NmnepaTpuiia Oblia Kpy>KeBHUICH. A 3HAUUT, HE UMerna ipaBa HapynmTh HAIIIN 3akoHBbI.

He nokymaiics Ha 4y»yr0 )KU3Hb.

He mensit mur cyas0b1 cede Ha Omaro.

He nru. Hukorna u Hu 3a 4yro. Hemorosapusail, ymanunuBau, TOJIKYHA IPEBPATHO, HO HE JITH.

Kapa 3a mapymenue — cMmepthb. Kak u 3a TpeTbe neperieTeHue KpyxeB cyap0bl. BOT Tak BOT.
Kecrtoko. I'oppko. Ctpammo. HenzoexHo.

Ho Bce onun yunnuce. Ha onbite kaxaon u3 Hux. M He nranmu. He noroBapuBanmu — ga. Ho H¢
aranu. Hukorna.

A ona... OHa Tpux bl neperiena HUTH. .. M ucuesna. TakoBo ee HakazaHue. TakoBa 1uiara 3a
TO, YTOOBI €€ HapOJ| BEDKUII.

MoxeT u er, KOorja NpuaeTcs TaK Ke MOCTYIHUTb. ..

— TI'ocnioxkal

Tak... A BoT MbIc/IH O cyap0e monanbiie. Kak MoxHO nanbine. Ha cambie OKpanHbl TaMsITH.
[ToTomMy 4TO TOMHUTH U 3HATh 3TO — ykacHO. [loToMy 4TO TakoBa Cynb0a, KOTOPYIO JaKe UM HE
IIOJT CHJTY U3MEHHUTD.

— W3BuHHU. 3aymanace.

VYnbi0ka. HeMHOro rpycTHasi, HO 3TO Aa)Ke HUYETO. ..

— Tocnoxka, a oTkyga momien Baml pona? S mpocTo cibliiana, 4To U y JIIOAEH €CTh CBOU
JIETEHIBI. . .

JHa. Ectb. OueHb-0ueHb MHOTO. Pa3HBIX — IPYCTHBIX, BECENbIX, CTpAlHbIX... Ho ee Oosblk
ITIOX0a Ha CKa3Ky... Tak xe kak u y Kopu.

— OT BOT TaKOro ropHOCTAAI.

Jlerkuii KMBOK B CTOPOHY OKKYIIMPOBABIIErO Ba3y ¢ srogamu fma. HeronHuk mnoyru Bce Chedl.
N yxxe Havasl MOKyIAThCs Ha IIEUYEHBE. . .

— Ot "ero?! Ot 3Bepsa? Bei?!!

Ha yx. Ectb yeMy ynuBuTbcs. OOOPOTHSMH K€ MOTYT ObITh TOJIbKO JIUChL. HO U y Hee ecTk
CBOM TaiHbl... YenoBeueckue. Tem Ooznee, 4to K o00OpoTHAM Jlaja He UMEET HUKAKOIro
OTHOILICHUS.

— Ja. Korma-to naBHbIM-naBHO. Eiie 10 Toro, kak Obuia moctpoeHa [locnmenHsisi KpenocTs,
MO MpeAoK yiuesa Ha BoWHYy. OJHY U3 COTEH, 4TO TOIJla TPeMeIId. 3a BIaCTh. 3a CHIIY. 3a 3€MJIH.
MHoro ux 0buT0. BOJIBIIMHCTBO yKe Ja)ke HUKTO U HE MOMHUT. Ja 1 He K 4eMy 3TO JIIOIIM. 3a4eM
MOMHUTH TI0X0€? XOTA HWHOTJa ATO HEOOXOAUMO... DTO K€ Hallla UCTOpHUA... HadepTaHHas
KPOBBIO HAIMX MIPEIKOB.

Ho mepen TeM Kak OH yllesl Ha BOWHY, €ro JAETH MOJAPUIIA €My BBIPE3AHHOTO W3 JAEpPEBA U
PACKpAIIEHHOTO SIPKUMHM KpackaMHu MajJeHbKOro ropHoctasd. [loutm kak xwuBoro. C spkumu
rina3amu OycuHkamu. Jlepxu, moi, oren. OH TeOs OyzneT 3auMuaTh U HAOMUHATH O POJTHOM JIOME.
O ToM, uto T€Os 37e€Ch KJIEM MBI C MaMOM.

Bcro BOMHY mpolen ¢ HAM JapeHbIM aMmylleT. A KOIrJla OH BEPHYJICA, TO MEPBBIM JIEJIOM
npukasan 700aBUTh B HaIll repd ropHocrtas. [lotom Tonbko pacckazan modemy... CmycTs goirue-
JOJITUE TOJIBL.

Oxka3bIBaeTcsl, KOrja OH 3a0JIyAnIICs CO CBOEH JpY:KMHOM B 00JIOTax, UX CIac BAPYT OTKYAA-TO
B3sIBIIMIKCSI TOpHOCTald. HenmoHATHBIX HBETOB. CIUIIKOM SIPKUM [ CBOUX copoanyen. ChauilikoM



peoKuid. C 4epHBIMU TJIa3aMHU-O0yCUHKaAMH.

W na nosne cpakeHU TOBOPUIIM, YTO HET JI€, 1a ¥ MEJIBKHET I/ sipKas TOpHOCTaeBas IIyoKa.
Muoro ObuIO CiTy4aeB TakuX... CIUIIKOM MHOTO JIJIsl TPOCTHIX COBMNAJCHHUM. . .

He Tonbko y nmpenka. [loutn y Bcex B HameM poxay. OTma Korga-To HE MYCTHJI B MTOXOJ Hall
3anmTHUK. HacMepts cTosin. Tak u yexanu 6e3 ot1ia...

Ham mnoroMm paccka3zanu, 4TO M3 TOro NOX0Ja HUKTO HE BEpPHYICA >XuBbIM. Hamanm
pa30oiHuKU. .. Bcex Beipe3anu B OTpsiIE.

Jleny ’ke TOpPHOCTall MOMOI HAaWTH XKEHY. BCioo ku3Hb mnpoxunu BMecTe. Hu pasy He
pa3ovyapoBaIUCh APYr B APYTE.

Bot Takoit y moero poja 3actynHuk. Bpone 3Beph HEOOMBINOM, HO IMOKO YMHBIHM /1a OMTaCHBIH.
Bepnblii.

— A 4 cuuTana, 4yTo JKJIU HE MOTYT TOBOPUTH C IPUPOJIOH. ..

— Moryr... ToJIBKO Majo TaKuXx...

A H3-110J TOHKHKX NAJIBIIEB POXKIACTCS Y30p U3 KpyxkeBa. ToHkoro. Jlerkoro.

KpyxeBa Bemukux Kpyxepuuu. Hukto Oomnblie He ymeeT miectu Takue. [lotomy u nensrcs
OHM HA BEC 30JI0TA...

Huth 32 HUTHIO. UyBCTBO 32 4yBCTBOM. JKM3HB 32 )KU3HBIO. Tak poxaaercs 3To uyno. Koropoe
HeJb3s cKonupoBaTh. HeBO3MOxkHO. Bellb 1 y CONOBbs KaxKAas ECHb pa3Has... Beap Kaxas BecHa
HE MOX0Ka Ha APYIyIo... Tak e Kak U KaKJI0€ MTHOBEHUE KU3HMU.

— Hpasutcs?

B rnazax Bocxumenue. Eme Ob1! YBuaets KpykeBuuily 3a padotoit... He kaxaomy nano!

— OueHsb...

CMmotpu, maneHbkast KUTCyHe! CMOTpH U YUUCh BUJETh HATHU XKU3HU B y30pax KpyxeB. [1oke
TeOe manu ATOT mmaHc... [loka 4yTh MPUOTKPHUIM 3aBecy ApeBHUX TaiiH Bewynoctu. Takux, 4To
3HAIOT HE BCE. A TOJIBKO HEKOTOpbIC. EAMHUIIBI.

— T'ocnioxa. .. a mpaBia, 4YTo BBl MOXKETE UBMEHUTH CYAbOY?

Hy Bor...

Moxxno 11 u3MeHuTh cynbOy? IlonHocThio U nenukoM? Ilepenucarh ee Tak, Kak XO4YETCS
Tebe? Her. Mruosenue — na. Ho He Bcro cyap0y B 1iesiom. He non cuiy ato gaxe 6oram. He To,
4TO YeJIOBEKY WJIM KUTCyHE. Jla u miara 3a j1r000e nu3mMeHenune OyaeT He Mainas. ToJbKo pa3Has. Y
KaXJI0ro — cBos. ToapKO He Hajo 3Toro 3Harbk Kopu. Pano eme... A MOXeT, U cama JorajaeTcs.
Yaii, ne manenbkas! CTo JIeT BOH HEJIaBHO UCIIOJIHUJIIOCH!

— He mory.

— Ho kak xe...?!

— OnHO MTHOBEHHE 5 elle Mory u3MeHuTh, Kopu. OctansHoe — cka3ku. CaMble OOBIYHBIE,
Kakux mHoro.

— 3HAYUT HEIB3A. ..

Otkyna Takas rpycts? llonpocuts uTo ab xotena yero? Tonpko, yTo? BaxkHOE WM ITPOCTO
Tak?

— Xorena 4To-T10?

Cmymenue. Jla, xorena. Ho MoT4uT. 3HAYUT 3TO TIOPOrOE TOIBKO ISl HEE.

— IMocaymait mens, munas. Kaxxaelii caMm KyeT cBoro cyap0y. Y TObKO OH peraer Kakoi oHa
oynet. Unaue He 6niBaet. [IpocTo 3TO *KK3Hb. A TO, YTO HE BCETAa yIaeTcs JOCTHYb KEIAaeMOro. ..
He moseT e Bcerna Bce moirydarbes. Jlake comHile BeJb HE MOXKET CUATh BeuHo. Korma-HuOyIb



€ro 3aCJIOHAT Ty4H, Kak cerogs. Ho 3aTo motom Oynet pamyra... [TocmoTpu.
A B Hebe packuHyIach MOCTOM Ta camas panyra. Spkas. CemwurBetHas. [loxoxas Ha
yacTUuKy oOpoHeHHOro boramu BosneOcTBa. Jlaroimas Hajaex Ay Ha JIydIiee. . .

A Nmmnepatop ynwidancs. Hexoporio tak. 3nosenie. Heyxenu ero nocronournumbie COBETHUKHU
IYyMaroT, YTO OH HE 3HAET O TOM, YTO OHM 3areBaloT? 3adyeM MMEHHO COOpaliiuCh B YallHOW Ha
okpanHe ropona? Kakue niaHsl CTpOSAT 3a €10 CHUHOU?

Kanb, xamp... A Ka3anuchb TaKUMHU OCTOPOXHBIMH... TOYTH MYIPbIMHA. XHUTPbIMH. A
0Ka3aJoch!

IIpaBna, oHM ewe MOTYT OBEPHYTH Ha3zald. [loka He mo3gHo0. Huuero HenmonpaBumMoro Beb He
COBEPLICHO. ..

Tak 4TO, MOXKET €Illle HUYErO0 U HE CIYYUTHCS... TOIBKO BOT BEPUTCSA B 3TO C TPYIOM...
CiMnikoM YK IUIaHBI Y HUX. .. OoTpoMHbIe. HeBbimonmHuMBIe, OH ObI cka3ai. Ho Takue »xenanabie! Hc
MYCTh. .. Temarcs. UrpatoT B CBOU UTPHI.

OmnacHOCTh B€JIb UCXONUT HE TOJIBKO OT HUX... Ho U OT Koro-to Apyroro. O4eHb MOXKET OBITH,
yTO rocnona COBETHUKH BCETO JUIIb MEIIKHU... A HACTOSIMN MPOTUBHUK MPSAYETCA B TEHAX. UTO
HaMHOTO xyxe. U omachee...

— Hy u uto mbI OyneM nenath, Mol Apyr Macaxupo-10H0?

Jla, He Bce arO0OBaIMCH KpacoToM HeOecHOM apku-paayru. Komy-To 10 Hee HE ObLIO
a0COJIIOTHO HHMKakuX jAen. B manHom ciydae CoeTHukam HMwmmeparopa. Y HHX Beb BaKHbBIV
pasroBop! UTo um A0 KakoW-TO OOBIKHOBEHHOM paayru?!

— Hano yOpats 3Ty yenoBedeckyro neBUOHKY. [loka Bianbika He yBiiekcs €ro.

Ila, aTo Oyaet npobaema... s Hux. Bo3moxHo...

— IToroMy 4tOo MHave 3T0 OyaeT KoHel. |y Hac ¥ HammX rIaHoB... ComacuTech, HAMHOTO
MPEIIOYTUTENBHEE BUAETh HA TPOHE KOTO-TO U3 CBOETO POJia, HE TaK JIH?

Cyxoii kuBoK. BOT Tak u HaumHawoTcs nepeBopoThl. JItoosie. KTo-T0 KOMY-TO HE yroaui, KTo-
TO KOMY-TO PacCTpOWJI TIUIaHBl W 3TOT KTO-TO PENMI OTOMCTUTh. Kak... Mpo3anyHo.
OObIkHOBeHHO. TyT Y MHOTOXBOCTBHIE HUYEM HE OTJIHUYAIUCH OT OCTAJIBbHBIX pac. C TOW JIHIIEL
pa3HUIIEH, YTO TYT UHTPUTH TLJIETUCh HAMHOTO 00JIee CJIOXKHO. ..

— Bo BcsikoMm ciydae, emie He Bce nmoTepsiHo. OHa moka Bcero Juiib )keHa Mmmneparopa, a He
Nmneparpuna. ..

— 3HAYUT, y HAC €lIe €CTh BpeMs. ..

A nanexo oT cToiuubl... B crapom, maBHO 3a0pOIIEHHOM U MOKOCHUBILEMCS, JEPEBEHCKOM
JOME TTPOM3OIIUIA EIIE OJJHA HEMAJIOBaXKHasl BcTpeya. Ho B TO e caMoe BpeMsl TECHO CBS3aHHAas C
pasroBopaMu B yaiiHOW. M mpuumHa ee ObUla camoil, UTO HU Ha €CTh OaHaIbHOW. YOUICTBO.
Kaxna Bnactu. Kak Bcerma. Huuero mHoro. Mup Beapr He MeHsieTcsa... Bo BCSKOM ciiydae —
KapJAWHAJIbHO.

Nx Obuto aBoe. OTuasHHO CKpblBarOnmMxca. MHade 3aueM UM ObUIO UJATH B 3TOT JIOM?
[Tosmypa3zBanuBUMKCS, C TPOXYAUBIICKUCS KPBIIEH, OTKPBITBIA BCEM BeTpaM... [lo3Bossitonmii TyHe
OpocaTh CBOM MPO3payHO-CepeOPSHHBIE Y9l Ha CTHUBIIMHI MOJ B )KUBOMTUCHOM OECIIOPSIKE.

— Hy ut0?

HexHnbplit )xeHckuid rosoc. Kak menk. ToJbKO BOT... OTYETO B HEM CJIBIILIATCS OT3BYKH CTAJIH?
N oTuero B HEM CTOJILKO HETEPIICHUS?



Ha cexyHay B IyHHOM CBETE€ MEJbKHYIIH Oeible XBOCThI. BonHyercs. M1 3TO HUKaK HE CKPBITh.
Kak u 6yeck U3yMpyaHBIX I71a3 € 30JI0TUCTO-KapUMU OJTMKaMU Ha PagyxkKe. ..

— Bce roroso, Mos sienu. Hazio TOIpKO HEMHOTO TOA0KAATh. . .

A 3TOT SIBHO NMPUHAUIEKUT My¥ 4duHe. CIHNIIKOM HU3KWAW. XHUIIHBIM. A MO0 MaHepe JIepikKarcs
CBEJIyILMI YEJIOBEK MOMMET, 4TO OH BouH. [Ipuuem, ssBHO MacTep cBoero jAena... He onmobaronmiics
JIBAKIBI.

— Hwuuero. Y Hac ecTh CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHU, CKOJIbKO HaMm motpelyercs. Bece Beap MOKHO
npoiTu 0e3 cyuka, 0e3 3aJJOpUHKH, HE TaK Jn?

Camo10B0IbCTBO. Ejie cCKkphITOE TOPKEeCcTBO. KTO k€ BaM Tak MeIIaeT, ToCcioxKa?

— NmenHo.

Ckonbko npenanHocTH... U uer... XKenanusg npuuyuHUTH 00T,

— HukTo Huuero He noipkeH 3anofao3putTh! Tel Mens nousn?! Ecniu Mmneparop y3Haer.. ..

— OH Huuero He y3Haer. Jlromu cnaObl... W ciydaiiHas cMepTh HU y KOT'O HE BBI3OBET
IIOJIO3PEHHUM. . .

— Hanerocs. ..

B cany 3akpuuaina kakas-to ntuua. [ me-to ganeko 3aBeul BoK. OQHO CIIOBO — HOUYb. Bpewms,
KOTJIa CPBIBAIOTCS MACKHU U TUIETYTCS] UHTPUTH.

— IloMH#u. .. yT0OBI HA HAC HE yrmayio U TeHu comHenuit! Hu naxe namexa!

— Kak Bam Oynet yrojaHo...

[Ilopox. Berpeua 3akoHueHa. M Tonbko cieApl Ha TpaBe NAKOT IMOHSATh, YTO KTO-TO €IIE
HEeJIaBHO ObUT B 3TOM CaJly, B 3TOM JIOME.

Ho nacrtaner yrpo u Tpasa pacnpsmurca. llorssHeTcs k comHny. M 3T cinenpl coTpyres, Kak
OyATO UX M HE ObUIO... I HUKTO yXe HEe Y3HAeT U HE CMOXKET paccKazaTb 00 3TOM pa3roBOpE.

TI'naea 4

boru... Beunble. Xpansaume Ham Mup. MusocepaHble U KeCcTOKHMe. biaropomHsie u
W3MEHYHBEIE.

borunsa Beunoctu... Ona co3gana Bce. Mup. Mbl poxkiaeMcs IO €€ HOBEIICHUIO U YMHUPAEM
Bnanprania cyne6. boruns Kpyxepauir.

Mos boruns.

Opna u3 ABYyX...

Ee onesnue — 305010 HUTEH cyned. Ee miai coTkan U3 nepBoHaYabHOTO Xaoca. Ee romosy
BEHYAET KOpOHa paBHOBecus. HukTo He cMeeT OpocaTh TeOe BbI3OB... [louTw.

borunsg Xusznu. Ona — connue. Ona — Berep. OHa — 1wIOHOponHas 3emis. Eu mperui
BOWHA.

ToJsibKO B €€ MPUCYTCTBUU CBSI3BIBAECTCS y3aMH Opaka BCE )KUBOE.

boruns xxu3aun. Padems Beunoctu. Kak u ee cecrpa.

Cwmepts. OHa u yxkac, u Omaromarb. s kaxgoro — cBos. Momnonasi u ctapas. Myapas u
rirynasi. Kanpusnas. Bopouewm, kak n JKu3Hsb. ..

Bpewms... Cenoli crapen ¢ roHoi aymoil. OH ¢ HaMu Bcerga. B kaxgom MrHOBeHUH. MBI He
BUJIUM €T0, HO 3HAEM, YTO OH BCET/Ia PSJIOM.



N JIro60Bb... EquncTBenHas, kTo OpocaeT Bb30B Beunoctu. Kto pemaercs coputh ¢ Tou
KTO IIeTeT cyabObl. M mobexaarh.

Munas. 3nas. Otuasaaas. [Inauymasa. Cmeromascs. BepHas. Berpenas. Jlaromas Hanexmy.

TBoe MMs s HOMIy... MO TBOEH, BUAMMO BoJie. bmarocnoBu ke MeHs, borund... Orpaau n
3aIMUTH. . .

N60 emie mb1, KpyxeBHUIIBI, BMEIIMBaeMcs B CyAp0y MHUpa...3a IIaTy CBO. 3a )KU3Hb CBOIO.

(JIama-Komu,
MECSIIT TOJIO3EMbS, 7 IEHh CEBEPHBIX BETPOB).

JIOXKIIMBBIE JHU CMEHUIIMCh COJHEUYHbIMU. Ene Ttemnbmu... breknsiMu. C  nensHbIM
NOPBIBUCTHIM BeTpoM. KomounM 1 00JIe3HEHHBIM. A ellle ¢ BBICOKUM, MOYTH MPO3PaYHO-TOIYObIM
HeOOM O KOTOPOMY IUTBLIM JIETKUE MEPUCThIE 001aka, MOX0XKKe Ha JeoequHbIi myX. OCeHb MouTH
3akoHumsiach. [loutn ymwia. [loutn 3abpana CBOIO SPKOCTh, YCTYIHUB MECTO CEPOCTU U TOCKE.
Hacrynana 3uma. ..

— Kopm...

Yro xe Tak Tep3aeT ayury? He maet mpomoxuyrs? JKene3HbIMU THCKaMH CKOBAajJIO cepile?
Yro?

Ho Her orBeta Ha Bompoc. /la M MBICIM IIyTAlOTCS M HUKAK HE XOTAT BBICTPAMBATHCS B
CKOJIbKO-HHOY/Ib yMHBIE TpemsioxkeHus. Tsoxeno. ['pyctHo. Heyxenu 3To Tak yxomsu@s OCEHb
NEWCTBYET HA HEee?

— Jla, rocmioxa?

SAm BepruTca y HOL. Msarkmii mymmcTtbii KOMOK. Pomnout. bnuskmit. [lowstHbe. OpnHako,
COBEPILIEHHO 0€33aCTEHYMBO TacKalolUWil medyeHwe... M30anmoBancs oH 3geck. Ho mycth myuine
Tak... [IycTh XOTh KTO-TO U3 HUX OyAeT MO-HACTOSIIEMY cUacTiuB. Beap 3To Tak Ba)KHO — OBITH
cyacTIuBbIM! XOTs1 ObI HEMHOTO, TTAPy MTHOBEHU I JJIMHHOIO C BEYHOCTb.

— A 371ech ecTh r1e-Huoynp xpam Beunoctu?

Kutcyne yBaxator u nountatoT 3Ty borunto. U 6ostest ee. He puckytor ¢ Heut cnoputh. M6¢
3TO OHa co3nana ux. M3 orus, Boasl, Tymana... Onu ee getu. JIroOumbie, eJMHCTBEHHBIE U HEXKHO
oOeperaemble. Hanenennbie Benukum Jlapom... CamMuM TBOPUTH CBOIO cyap0y. B TO BpeMs kak
OCTaJIbHBIE Pachl MBITAIOTCS BBIPBAaTh, 3aBOE€BaTh 3TO MpaBo. [IpaBo caMoMy BeIOMpATh CBOUl MYTh.
[Inectu TOHKHE 30JI0ThIE HUTU. A 3TO CI0XHO... [ToTomy uTo coputh Hano He npocto ¢ Cynb0oil,
HO etie U JKuzupto, CMepThio B caMoii BeuHOCThIO. A OHM HE JIIO0ST, KOT/Ia UM MPOTHUBOpEYaT. ..

OnwdoB, pycaliok, IpakoHOB, THOMOB co3naBajia boruns XXusznuu. U oHu neHsAT xu3Hb Oojee
BCETO Ha CcBeTe. brnarocnapisioT ee, oxpaHstoT. {Jis1 HUX )KU3Hb cBATA... M pa3Be MOXHO OCYIHUTh
ux 3a 3T0? Beap oHa — mpekpacHa B CBOEH XPYNKOCTHU U JIETKOCTH.

A moneit... Jlroneit — Cenoe Bpems. IleckoMm yTekaroliee CKBO3b Mmajiblibl... He yaepxkarsb
ero. He cesa3are. He ckoBaTh. He noquuHUTS.

Bpewms. Beuno ronblii crapuk. Hajx octaibHBIMU pacaMy OH MOYTH HE BJIACTEH, KOO KU3Hb UX
paBHsieTcs ThicsiueneTusM. He craperot 35bgbl, ApakoHbl, KUTCYHE. .. He moxarcs MOpImHbI Ha UX
JIVIA TayTUHKOW MPOKUTHIX JIET U IepexuBaHnil. He 3Har0T oHU ctapocTr. TOIBKO BOJOCH y HUX
MOTYT 3acUsITh OelbIM cepeOpoM Ja 1a3a MoTepsATh CBOIO APKOCTh. Ho Teno, pyku, ciyX, B30op HE
IOTEPSIOT CBOEH CHUIIBI U OCTPOTHI.

JItoqu ke HayduIuch UEHUTH OTIIYIIEHHOE UM Bpems-MrHoBeHus. He Bce, koHeuyHO... Ho Te
KTO 3TO MOHUMAET... TOT 3HAET, 4TO y HUX €r0 CIMIIKOM MaJo... HacTompko, 4TO U coCcUMTaTh



Henb3s! [IoToMy 4TO JUIs )KUTENIEN 3TOr0 MUpPa KaKUE-TO KAJIKUE CTO JIET B MAKCUMYME — HHUYTO.
A y nmroneit 3To MHOTO. Jlaxke ciauimkoM. .. HacToapko, 4TO cTajao HaMHOTO OOJIbIIE IPUYKH, YCIIETh
KaK MO>KHO OOJIbIIe 32 CBOIO KOPOTKYIO KU3Hb. ..

— KoneuHo... Tonbko 3auem Bam Tyaa?

HenoymenHo B3neren cepblid XBOCT. Bce mocnenHue JHM TymMaHHash CcecTpa XOOUT
B3BOJIHOBAaHHAs M UyTh-4yTh 3aaymunBas. Eme nemuoro u Oyaet 3anan Bomnpoc. Eit, nucuuke! Ha
KOTOPBIM HA/I0 HAWTH OTBET BHYTpH ce0s1. B cBoeM cepatie. ScHbli 1 yncThiil. Kak coMHeuHBbI Tyd.
Kak poanukoBas Boga. Ha xoTopblii ecTh TOabko oauH oTBeT! M ecnu oHa Haiiaer, TO... OyaeT
cuutarbcsa B3pocioi. CoepiieHHoneTHEH. CamocTosTeNnbHON. A 3TO Beab Tak 310poBo! CaMmotii
OTBEYaTh 3a cBoU nocTynku! Camoil MpUHUMATh BaKHBIE pelieHus !

Jlana-Kou ynwiGanace. [nymasi, maneHbkas JUCHYKA... 3a4e€M XOTETh IIOCKOpEEe CTaTh
B3pocioii? Bellb TO — OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. 3a BCEX TE€X, KTO TeOe AOBEpUIICA. DTO HEBO3ZMOKHOCTE
BEepHYTH Tiponwioe... Craakoe, maxHyiee sS0JOKaMu W MPsSHUKaMU JIETCTBO. Takoe CYacTIIUBOE,
Takoe 0e33a00THOE. ..

— XO04y HalTU OTBET HA OJIUH BOIIPOC. ..

Ha, Haiitu orBeT. OnuH enuHCTBEHHBIN... Ho Hemsmepumo Baxubii. s Kou. Ho 310 He
3HA4YUT, YTO APYTHE OTBETHI HE BO3MOKHHBI. . .

Xpam Obut kpacuB. U yxaceH. OcobeHHO Ha ¢OHE YK€ BBILIBETIIEH TpPaBbl, OTOJICHHBIX
nepeBbeB. .. Jpimaieit B ciuny OceHu ctapyxu 3uMBbL... benoro kpoiiesa, ChIIUTIoNEerocs ¢ Heoba. ..
besxanoctHo-paBHOaymHOTO. [louemy Tak? Benp emie coBceM HETAaBHO OHO KHIIENIO KU3HBIO U
cyactbem?

Brone 4epHBIX, YrOJIbHBIX CTE€H PACKHUHYIUCh BEYHO 30JI0ThIE THUpad. THUXO IIenecTenu
KOJIOKOJIBMMKaMU UX y3Kue JucThs. He B3sATh ux B pyku. He copBare HU nucTOUYKa. S JOBUTHI OHU.
Camu no cebe... Ho eme MoxHO crenarh U3 HUX sii. OT KOTOPOTO HET MPOTUBOSIUS. 30JOTYIO
CwmepTth. BoT Takas ona, BedHOCT®. ..

A 1BeTHI ITUX JepeBheB YepHble. Kak camas OesnyHHas Houb. Kak caM nepBo3maHHBINA Xaoc.
Tonbko, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, U3 HUX MPUTOTABIUBAETCA TPOTUBOSIINE K OOJIBIIMHCTBY s1/10B. TouHee
KO BceM, kpome 3onoror Cmeptu. CMeNHO. ..

U sin, m nmpotuBosiaue... B oqHoM ¢aakoHe. CtpanHo 310... Ho He uyx 0. [loroMy uTo Takoe
BCTpeUaeTcs M y Hee jaoma. Hampumep, Kak pacckasbiBajia 3Haxapka Mapda, jieuuts 00J€3HU
MOXHO M sJaMH... [7aBHOE 3HATh TOYHYKO JO3UPOBKY. Bmpouem, cama Kom ¢ 3Tum He
CTaJIKUBAJIACh.

Yepnoe 3050T10... 3010Tas yepHota... Kak maza Bnageiku. Kak Bocxon cosHia, xorja B
BBIIIIMHE HEOO €IIle HE MOTEPSUI0 CBOEH TEMHOTHI, @ HAa BOCTOKE YK€ OKPaCUJIOCh 30JI0TOM M JIETKOU
3€JIEHBIO YyTh OTJIMBAIOLIEH royousHoi. KpacuBo u pagocTHO 3TO 3penullie.

— I'ocnoka, BeI uaere?

Kopu. Bonnyercs. [IoHATh HE MOXKET TOTO, YTO BAPYT CIAYUYMIIOCH C €€ HA3BAaHHOU CECTPUIIEH.
briBaer.

— Ha... Uny...

JlecTHHUIIBI TOXKE YEpHBIE C 30J10TOM. Koe-T/1ie monaaeTcs abli.

[IBera Ummneparopa. Ero poma. 1 teneps ee. Ho ona Tak He mo6uT ux! XoTs HET, HE Tak...
IIpocTo accounannu y Hee He Takue Kak 371echb. [I[pocTo maMsaTh Memaer.

Yepnpiii. Ero go 6e3ymus mwobun Hexnan. Mo, B jiecy B TakOoW ONIEXKJE Jierde JIErKOTO
CKPBITbCS. OCOOEHHO HOYBIO... OCOOEHHO OT Bparos.



KpacHsbiii kak kpoBb. Ha kaMHs1X. BBICOKO-BBICOKO B ropax... Tam, rjie OH HaB€4YHO OCTAJICH. . .

30J10TO. .. X0JIOAHO U 0e3AymHO. B HeM HeT Ku3HU. XOTSA KTO-TO MOXKET CUUTaTh uHade. Ero
mpaBo. A ee... OTAaBarh NPEANOYTEHHE COJHILY B €ro )eatu3zne. OayBaHunkaM B noiie. OHU BEIb
toxe 3050Tbie. Ho nHaue. [lo-npyromy.

CgeT ObeT MO T1a3aM, MPEJIOMIISISICh B BUTpaXkax. Tex ke 1nBeToB. M KaxkeTcs, 4To mo Moy
pacTeKaeTcs KPoBb... a B HEM cBepKaeT 30710T0. CTpamHo... bonbsHo... M moxoxe Ha 1oje OUTBbI.

Yyx e xpam. Kak u Tpagunum.

A Ha octpoBax Toxke ctouT xpam Beunoctu. Cepo-ronyooii. B 0OenbIx 1BeTax TOPHOIC
BblOHKa. C OOBIKHOBEHHBIMHM CTeKJIaMu. be3 m3nummen pockonm... Ho ¢ pe3HsiMH apkamu Ja
KapTUHAMHU, BbIpE3aHHBIMU B kKaMHe. O COTBOpeHHMHM Mupa. Yieaumx Jerenaax. [IpopouectBax
OymyIero.

I'myxuM 3x0M 3Bydar B ITITaBHOM 3aiie mard. HacTopokeHHO B3UpaeT U3 TEHEN NMPUCITYKHULIA
TeMma. 3aragouno yneioaetcs cratys 6orunu. B macke. 6o Het y Hee obnuka... [locTossHHOTO.

Ona MoxeT ObITh Kakol yroano. FOHo#, cTapoil, KpacuBOM, CTpaIHON, OOBIKHOBEHHOIA. . .

B 5710 Bepar kurcyne. Ho He mogu. Y Hux boruss 310 10Has AeBymka B mpocToM miarse. C
TOHKOM YJIBIOKOM J1a OTPOMHBIMU TJIa3aMHU.

Macka... CmiomHoro udepHoro upeta. M Huuero Oombiie. IIpocTo cusitomass 4epHOT:
oOcunrana. MoxxeT KOMY-TO 9TO MOKaXETCs KPAaCUBBIM, HO... HE €il.

A y MCc MacKu LIBETHBIE, MEJIBKAET HEeNpolleHHast MbIcib. Spkue. KpyxkeBnble. [loxoxue He
KPbUIbsl F0KHBIX 0a0ouek. Mnu onepenus NTuil, KOTOpbIe HHOTA TPOJIETANId HA/l €€ POJAUHOM.

He 6pocatot 1 onu Te6e BbI30B, boruHs?

Xorts... Her. IIpocto tpaguuus. IIpocto y HUX TOk€ MHOrO JMKOB. Kak K€ BBl ITOXOXKH...
BropodeMm, oHM %€ TBOM JIETH... a AETHU BCETJA MOXOAIT HA CBOMX pOJUTENEH. BHENHOCTEIO.

Yero Tbl xouelb, boruus? Yero Thl xjaeunb? W 3auem Tede ee ciyxenne? ITOM CTpaHHOU
YeJIOBEUKH, KOTOPas J)KeJlaeT cama TBOPHUTH CBOIO CYILOY?

Het otBera. /la m HE MOXeT ero ObITh. TOJBKO... HE CKJIOHIOCH S Tpe ToOoM, Most boruns. ..
OTtpekatoch 51 OT T€0s... [loromy uTo uyxas g nis 1eds. He Bepro s Tebe. He xenato moquuHsATHCS
MpaBUJiaM U IIEJTKOBBIM HUTSM TBOEH ciyaHKU-CyabObl.

Kopu 4t0o-TO mien4er, MOJMTBEHHO CJIOXHUB pyku. O 4eM-TO BaXXHOM. BOH Kak ApOXKHT...
Hagepnoe, 00 ynaue... O uem e elie mpocuTh B npeaBepun Borpoca?

Bompocsl... HenoBek Bcerna uIeT Ha HUX OTBETHI... Pa3ubie. Jlerkue u tpynaeie. Ho Ha oqun
BOIIPOC HUKOI/Ia HE ObIBAET OJIHO3HAYHOr'O OTBETA... OQHOro OTBETA. ..

VY Hux, moaei.

A y KUTCyHE €CcTh. TOJIbKO TPABUIIBHO JIK 3TO?

— 'ocnoKy 4TO-TO TPEBOKUT?

Kak tuxo nmogomen... /J[axxe Kopu Hudero He 3ameruna... He to, uto ona! Ilycts. He BaxkHo
3T0. [IOTOMY UTO €if HUYETO HE YIPOKAET 37eCh. B Xpame He JOJKHA MPOJIMBATHCS KPOBb. Tak 4To
— TYCTb.

Kpeu borunu... Crapsii-ctappiii. EMy HUKaKk HE MEHBIIE IATH THICSY JIET. BOH Kak Mepuaro1
cepeOpsiHble HUTHU B 30J10ThIX XBocTax. Mx necars. Kak u y asaum Kopu. Myaperii. He ymennmii B
[Iyts. [loTOMy 4TO eie HE BbIpacTWIl ceOe OCTOMHYI0 cMmeHy. He Hamen Toro, KTo CMOXKET
CMEHHTH €r0 Ha TAKOM TPYAHOM MOCTY.

Macrep BorpocoB. MacTep 0TBETOB.

— Bormpocsl... Beero nmimb BOIIPOCHI. ..

VnpibaeTcst Tak MOHUMAIOIIE, YTO cepjlle MEeMUT. Ho 4To Thl MOXelllb 3HaTh O HUX, JIFOMSX,



MHoromyapslil tuc? Hudero. [ToTomy uTo uyxas ayma — MOTEMKH.

— MoskeT ObITh 51 CMOTY IOMOYb BaM HaWTHU Ha HUX OTBETHI... ['ocmoxka Kou?

Bor tak. 1 He orkaxemmbcsa. He yimemms. [1oToMy 4To OT Takux NPEIIOKECHUU 31ECh HE
OTKa3bIBarOTCH.

— Bo3MmoxkHo...

borunss Beunoctu Obuta HenoBodbHa. [axe 31a. C Helt onarh cropar. M kto?! CHOB:
yenoBek. Yenosek!

Bnpouewm, ¢ HEM COPAT TOJBKO JIOAM. .. HUKTO Ipyror He MOKET PEIIMThCS. . .

Ho... myckait mourpaer HemHoro, aeBouka. [lorenmrces. [loka ecth BO3MOXKHOCTB... [loke
OHa elf 5TO O3BOJISIET.

Crapblii xpell ¢ JIIOOONBITCTBOM pa3misAjibiBal *eHY cBoero Mwmmeparopa. OT1o ObLIO HE
CKPBITh, HE cripaTark. CIMIIKOM MHOTO €My O HEW ycHlenu pacckasarb. M xopoiero, U mioxoro, u
CTpa”HOro... Paznoro. CauiikoM MHOTHE.

OnHu Ha3pBAIM €€ MYJIpol. YMewuel MNpeayrajapBarb COOBITHSI, HAXOAUTh BBIXOJ W3
OIMACHOTO TOJIOXKEHHUSA... XOAUTh MO rpaHu. [lo TOHKOM HUTH... MEXAY JICASHOW BOIOW U
oOxwuraroiieM 1amenem. 1 He magats.

Hpyrue — miynoii. Hy, kTo mosne3etr B macTth K ApakoHy? KTo mocMeeT cnopuTh C cCaMUM
Bnanpikoii?! Urpats Ha ero xapakTtepe, puBiieKas Kk cebe BHUMaHue?!!

Onnako, oHa Jjie3na... VM BeIXoguia W3 ITOM ITACTH JKUBOM... 3acTaBisds OCTaHABIMBAaTh Ha
cebe B3ophl. [IbITaThes pasrajgath ee TaHbI.

Cymacmenmeii. He Hocsmen wacku. He npusnaromeid HUYbEH  BIIACTH, KPOME
Nmneparopckon... /[a U Ty TOJIBKO MOCTOJIBKY, ITOCKOJBKY... BopoueM, 3TO MOXXHO 3amucarb B
TUTFOCBHL

I'opnoit 3a cBoW Hapoa. DTO CTpaHHO... Yem MoOryr ropauThcs Jroau? Beap UX KU3HB
no00Ha KU3HU MAJICHBKOTO MOTBUIbKA, JIETAIIEro Ha cBeT OorHs. PaHo wiu mo3aHo oH croput. U
HE OCTaHeTcs OT Hero Huyero. [laxe nerua.

Bnpouewm, 3T0 HE ero aeno.

A BOT HUTH CyAbOBI y Hee UHTEpECHBIE... JKenTto-uzympynubie. CIJIETEHHBIC B HETTOHSITHBIN
eMy y30p. HacTonpko cTpaHHBIN, 4TO U pa3o0parbCcsi CIOXKHO... UTo K uyemy npuseno. Yrto
MOCTY>KHUJIO TOTYKOM JIJIsl TOTO WJIM UHOTO COOBITUS?

— Taxk, uto Bac rioxet? Ilogenmurecs...

A neBouka, 4to Obuia ¢ rocroxkoit Kou, noBonsHo ymHa. [1oHsMA, 4TO MPEeACTOSIMI Pa3roBop
HE IPEIHA3HAYECH IS €€ YIIEH. .. U TAXOHBKO YIUIa JOKUIAThCs CBOO T'OCIOXKY B IMAaJaHKUHE.

Ycranocts Ha MUT HCKa3WJia TOHKUE YePThI Jinia... Ho MUT... 1 Bce cTano Kak npexie.

— Ocenb... 3uma... Bee cpasy...

TpyaHo roBoputh 000 BCeM, HO B TOe BpeMsi HM 0 ueM. Ho Hano Obuto. Pazyuniiack ObIBIas
KHSDKEHKA T0BEPATh BceM. be3orsigno. Kak panbie. Pazydniiace.

A KTO HE pa3yduTcsi, KOTJa MOCTOSHHO TMBITAIOTCSA TO OTPaBUTh, TO YOUTh, TO eme 4to? He
Kese3Hasi BeJib oHa... Ho tepneTs Hamo. [loaTomy ¢ ryd HE copBasioch HUYETO JIMIIHETO. Tak Hao.
Tak ee 371eCh HAYYUIIH.

JloBepsiii, HO poBepsii. Beerpa ciaenu 3a T€M, 4TO TOBOPUILb.

Tonbko BoT, He ee 3To. CoBceM. Ho BriOOpa — HeT.



— IIpaBunbsHo. Tepnure, rocnioxa. Jpyroro Bam u He TOCOBETYEIb. . .

Wnu netr? Benp He ObiBaeT Tak, 4TOOBI HUYEro Heb3s ObUIO cheiiarh! Beerma ecThb BbIXon!
ToJIbKO YBUZIETH €T0 HE BCErJa MOKHO. ..

— He ynuBnsiitech, 1 yME0 4MTaTh CKBO3b CTPOKH. CHbIIaTh HEAOTOBOpeHHOE. Kak m Baiu
MYXK.

Yk Tor-TO ymMeer! Tak ymeer, uto Kou crana croiiko Mosdare B €ro npucyrcteun. OT rpexa
MOJIAJIBIIE. . .

— Tornma, pacCkaxuTe MHE, 4TO BbI IIOHSJIA U3 MOETO pacckasa. ...

OOpeueHHOCTh B rosioce... Tocka Bo B3misae... MHorma, 4troObl pa3oOparbcsi B cebe HaJo,
4TOOBI KTO-TO APYroil pacckasai redbe 0 TOM, 4TO ¢ TOOOM MPOUCXOIUT... [I0TOMY 4TO ATOT KTO-TO
MOXET YBUJIETh-YCJIBIIIATH YyTh OOJIBIIE. . .

— Br1 Gouteck... Uyxkol cTpanbl, dyxoro Mmupa. CBOEro 4y:koro Myxa... boutech mokasare
nepe] BCEMU CBOU CTPaxu.

Ja, 6outcs. o apoxxu B kojeHsX. Jlo TeMHOTHI B 11a3ax. Ho He TOJbKO 3TOTO...

— He Tonbko...

VY bi0ka.

— He Tompko. Bwr OouTech He ompaBaarh HaIekKIbl cBoero poma. Ho... HUKTO He
COBEpILEHEH, rocmnoxa. Jlaxe kurcyHe... /laxxe mMpl. XOTh HaC W Ha3bIBAIOT MYIPBIMU, CHIIBHBIMH,
MEPBBIMH.

VY Hac TOXE€ €CTb CBOM MEUTHI, KEJIaHUusA U cTpaxu. [IpocTo cKkpblBaeM MbI MX JIydlle. 32
MAacCKOW.

HecoepuieHnbl... Moxetr Obith. Ho 1Mo cpaBHEHHMIO € JIOABMU — OHHU COBEPILEHCTBO.
Hacrosimee. Mnu Tak TOJBKO KaKeTCs?

— Ham ecth uemy mnoyuuThbesi y Kaxjaoul u3 pac. IIpocTto Mbl CIHMIIKOM TOpABI, YTOOBI
MPU3HATH 3TO MPAMO. ..

Boi Toxe... ropmas. Tompko Bama ropaocth npyras. OHa yIepKHUBAET Bac OT OIIMOOK.
ITomoraet nepxkarbca. Ho B ToKe Bpemsi — CTaJIKUBAET B MPONACTh.

Monuanue. TsAroctuoe.

— CKOJIbKO pa3 Ha Bac yxke nokymanucs? Tpu? Yersipe?

— JlecsTh. .. C ITIOJTOBHUHOM.

VYnusnensl, Xpen? Eme Obl... CTOJIBKO pa3 3a HECKOJIBLKO MECSIEB HE MOKYIIAIUCH TaXKe Ha
Nmneparopa! bositcs... XoTs OH U 1akomas o0brva. JKenaHHasl.

A uTo 60saTCs yenoeka? Cnabdoro, 6e33ammTHOTO... TeM Oonee KEeHIMHY. ..

Tonbko He Ha Ty Hananu. OHa BeDKUBET. CIIUIIKOM MHOTO€ IMOCTABJICHO Ha KapTy. CIUIIKOM
aoporo ormiadyeHo. CIUIIKOM MHOTO UCIIBITAHO OOJIH.

Ho Bce-Taku.... MHOTIA TaKk X0ueTcs MpOCcTo YCHYTh. UT0OBI He mpocHyThes. Hukoraa.

— Sner?

— Kpacnas gpiMka. Beunsiil con. fuma. XKemuyxHOoe OTpaBiIeHHE.

C xaxapiM HazBaHueM JKpell Bce Bbillle MOJHUMAT OpOBH. DTO KakK K€ HaJl0 HEHABUJIETH,
YTOOBl NMPUMEHSATH OIAacHEHIme U3 SA70B? XOpOoIio XOTh J0 30J0TOH CMEPTH €Ie HUKTO HE
noayMaics. XOTs TyT CKOpee Bcero BuHoBar Mmmneparop...

Kpacnas npiMka. Ha3zBaH Tak W3-3a TOro, 4TO NPU €ro MPUTOTOBJICHHWMU HAJ YAl BBETCS
TOHEHbKUW KpacHbId AbIMOK. [Tapamu3yronmii roroBuBiiero. Cam s1 BBI3BIBAET CMEPTh YEpE3 Hac
nocine npuHATHS. OTpaBIEHHBIM MPOCTO CropaeT MW3HyTpu. B crpammeinmen muxopaake. C
KYTKUMH 10 CBOEMY COAEPKAHUIO KOIIIMAapaMH.



Beunblii con. Ha3Banue MOJHOCTBIO pacKpbIBaeT CyThb. UenoBek 3aceiiaet. Tuxo. MupHo.
VYnuButenpbHo 0e300yi€3HEHHAss CMEpPTh, €CIM CpaBHUBaTh ¢ ApyruMu. M3 ocobeHHOTO —
JENCTBYET UCKIIOUUTENBHO Ha JItoAeH u dei. [ ocTaibHbIX Oe3Bpe/ieH.

Auma. NmMeeT u3yMpyAHO-3€JEHBI OTTEHOK, H3-3a YEero MA00aBIsIeTCs TOJbKO B TEHH.
N3ympynnbie. Ono3Harh MOKHO TOJIBKO MO €JI€ 3aMETHOMY cBedeHHI0. B monHoit TemHoTe. Korma
HE TOPUT Ja)Ke CaMblii MaJICHbKU JICIIECTOK CBEYH. ..

KemuyxHoe otrpapieHue. fAnoButhie Oychl. BbI3bBaeT ciaboCTh, TOIIHOTY, 3aTe€M O3HOO,
OKOYeHEeHHE U cMepTh. OueHb pacnpoCTpaHEHHBIM BHjJ yOuiicTBa. 31ech. Ho HacTolibko ke
W3BECTHBIN. Tak 4To... OT HETO JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO HAYUYUIIUCH 3aNUIIATHCS.

— 30710Tast CMEPTh.

Oum6cs. JJoagymanucs. Komy Thi Tak gocanuna, aeBouka? Komy?

— Eme uro-aHubyns?

Koneuno. Kak >xe nnaue. ['yObl KpUBUT ropbKasi yCMeEIIIKA.

— Ilonocnanneie youiipl-HaeMHUKU. Tpoe. YOuThI crpakamu Brnajapiku.

Mpa... Crpaxu y Umnieparopa TONbKO Jydime. MplIillb HE TPOCKOJIB3HET. Myxa HE IPOJIETHT.
Jla u cam Brnanpika Bcerma Haueky... JKeHy Benp 3auminarh Hajo. Jlaxe He mobumyro. Jlaxke He
O4YECHBb-TO HY)kHYI0. HO — cBOIO.

— BoBpewms moacTaBieHHast MTOTHOKKA B Kopuaope. S 1oikHa Obuta BRIBAIMTHCS U3 okHA. C
nsitoro ataxa. Criacina Kopu.

Ta neBouka? Herutoxo... YMHeHbKas. [nmazacrenbkas. M1 noBonsHO xutpas. Ho 310 ckopee
Bcero — Bocnutanue. Jsauno. He gapom xe Kacymu-noHO rotoBuT ee cebe Ha cmeHy. Ha poib
I'naBe1 poja.

— Eme yctpoeHHBI B MyTH 00Baji... Y Hac CIOMaJOCh KOJIECO OyKBallbHO 3a HECKOJBKO
METPOB J0 TOTO MecTa. CacinucCh, YTO HA3BIBAETCS — YYJIOM. ..

[Ipenckazyemo.

Tonmpko BOT crmoManHoe Kojieco... Kakume ke borm Tak xpanst te0s? Beunocts? Cynpba?
Kuzun? Unum kTo-To emie?

— JIBaxk/1bl HATPaBUJIU KUBOTHBIX HATACKaHHBIX yOuBaTh. Nnapum u Bapku.

Nurpum ananmor yenoBedeckux cobak. Tosnbpko Oosiee omacHbX. M 3100HBIX. Y JrOmed ux
Ha3bIBAIOT AJICKUMH TOHUYMMH. XOTS... 3TO OHU U €CTh. ECIM ydylOT CBOIO XEpPTBy — HE
orctynarcs. [Ioka He TOYYyBCTBYIOT Ha CBOMX KJIBIKAX €€ KPOBb.

Bapku — xunmsie ntuilpl. X 00bMHO UCNONB3YIOT HA 0x0Te. OHM pa3MepoM ¢ opJia. A ele
MPUPOJIa HArPAAUJIIa UX CTATBHBIMU KOTTSIMU U KIIFOBOM.

Xopowio ke Bac CTEPEryT, rocroxa... [lyme rinas ceoux.

— A nonoBuHa?

Bot Tyt youiiiipl JeHCTBUTEIBHO TOpaboTaIk Ha cliaBy... KTo ke Mor 3Harh 37ech, uTo y Koun
CTpallHEHIIIas aJyIeprus Ha HouHble Puanku. Bpoje 6€30011HBIN IBETOK. .. 2 KAKOBA PEAKITHSL.

— @uanku. UMnepatop ux BHIOPOCHII.

VYeMmenka crana eme Ooisiee ropbkoil. IIpupeBHOBasn. Modi, 4deil-To mogapok. A OH Belb
npeaynpexaan!

— $1 He mMero MpaBa MPUHUMATH 3HAKW BHUMAHUSA OT KOTo ObI TO HU OBUIO, KPOME CBOETO
MYXa.

Ax na... CobcTBeHHUK. BripoueM, Kak 1 BC€ MHOTOXBOCTEHIE.

— BUHOBHUKH HaiigeHBI?

[Toutn He3aMeTHOE MOKaunMBaHue rosoBoi. Halinensl... Xa! Ee XxoTar youts mactepa CBOEro



neina. Kakoe Tam Hanigensl... OHu paxe cienoB He octasuim! Hu equaoro!

Kpeu oropueHHO mmokavan roiaoBou. JKanko, )Kanko... /[eBylka 1o HacCTOAIEMY Hadyaia eMy
HpaBUTHCS... M3 Hee Bbiwia Obl Heruioxas Mmmneparpuna. Tonbko Bpsig i 3To OymeT... 31ech
ATOro HE NMO3BOJIAT. Jla u Brnaapika ckopee BCero He 3aX04eT 3TOro. ..

— Mmue nopa... Xpen. [Tomonurtech 3a MmeHs cBoeit borune, eciin cMoxere. Eciin oHa mpuMeT
Ballly MOJIUTBY 000 MHE.

— Pa3Be ona u He Bama bornns?

[TopbIB XOIOMHOTO BETpa B3METHYIN IOJIBI IBETHOTO KMMOHO. boru takoro He mpomaror. He
er. He Tou, koropasa Hagenena napom KpyxeBHuul.

— YKe HerT.

Tenepr 3x0 mAroB 3Bydano MOAOOHO BbI30BY. bapabanHoi npobu. Heymonmumoctu u
HENPU3HAHHOCTH.

Bpocuts Be3oB boram! KTo 661 MOT mogymars. ..

Kpen monaro cMoTpen Beaen yxoosauen. A MOTOM PEIMTENBRHO KUBHYII CBOUM MBICHAM. 1lycTh
OyZeT Tak. 3aciyxuia.

Kou yxe cena B najankuH, Korja ee okIukHynu. Kopu uyte npunoassiia oposu. Uto Ttakoe?
Yro ciyannocs? PasroBop ke, Bpoje, okoHueH? Miu oHa 4to-To He noHsa? 3adbuia?

— I'ocmmoxa! ['ocnoxkal

Bricynytbcss u3 okHa. IlocmoTperh Ha TopxkecTBeHHOe auio 0e3 macku. Cmacubo... 3¢
JIOBEpHE. 3a TPU3HAHUE.

— Ilo3BonbTe 3a1aTh BaM Bompoc...

Kopwu Bckpuknyna. Bonpoc! [ns rocnoxku! Ot rmaBroro XKpena xpama!

— I'ocrnioxa, yero Obl BbI XOTEJH, €CJIA Obl y BaC ObUTHA KPbLIbs?

Kou paccmesace. PamoctHo. bes3zaborHo. Kak xopomio! A 1aBHoe — BoBpeMsi! Benr
MMEHHO 3TO W BOJHOBAJIO €€ B m1youHe nynm! He Takue yxx moremku ais Bac JKpel oka3bIBaeTcs
Yy)KH€ Cep/lia U MOMBICIbI!

— Torpa u BbI 0TBEThTE HA MOU. .. Kak Bac 30ByT?

Tenepp yxke cmesuics 3matoxBocThlid. He 3Toro Bonmpoca on x7aan. Ho Bce k... MOKHO CKa3arh.
IToromy 4TO Macka — CHsITa.

— XOommOoImM, TOCIOXKa.

KaxeTcs Tenepb oHa 3HAeT Kak ¢ HUM mnompoiarbes. Kak oTOmaromaputh 3a OKa3aHHYIO
YECTh U MUJIOCTb.

— Yro x... Torga mycth 3Be3/1bI Bcera OyIyT 03apsATh Balll MyTh!

XKuznb cHOBa oOperna CBOM Kpacku... 3aWcKpuiach, 3amena. M3 cepana mcyesna Tocka...
[Ipocto yuuia. Tuxo-Trxo MPUKPHIB 382 COOOIO IBEPH.

— l'ocnoxa. ..

— Yro Takoe?

Ona cHoBa ynbi0aeTcd. [locne noxasa Bcerga CcBETUT coiHLE, He Tak au? W ObiBaeT pagyra. U
Temy1o. M1 nTuLbI MOIOT.

— A BBI HallUIU CBOM... OTBET?

Kou moansiia maza k HeOy. Ha HeM 3akuraiuch mepBbie 3B€3/Ibl, TaK MOXokue Ha bomoTHbIe
OTOHBbKHU. TOJIBKO OHM HE 3aMaHAT B TPACUHY, 4 YKaXKYT IyTh... He mamyr morepsTbcs B HOUM.
OcBeTsaT AOpOry YCTaBIIEMY MYTHHUKY. PacckaxyT HCTOpUIO ApEeBHIOO Kak Mup. Kak u oHu camu.

— Hanuna.



Koneuno, namnma. Benp oTBeT-TO 04eHB mpocToi. Uero MOXKHO MOKenaTh, eciii Obl MOYKHO
ObUTIO UMETH KPbUIbSI?

— S xoTena Obl UMETh MECTO, I1Ie MEHS Bceraa OynyT kaarh. ['ne Oynet ropets oroub. [ e Ha
cToJie OyleT CTosTh yanika ¢ yaeM. [ ne mae OyayT pazasl. ' ie Bcerna Oynet TOT, KTO MEHS JIFOOUT.
Yrto 6b1 co MHOM HHU cityuusiock. Kakoii Obl s HU ObLIA.

B ronoce npopesanace rpycts. Tenepb 0CTanoch TOJIBKO HAUTH TAKOE MECTO. ..

— Jlia cBOMX POAHBIX s YKe uyxas. [yt Hux g ymepna. A 34ech... 311€ech s eme He cBos. V]
BpAJI JIX €1 CTaHy.

Kopu yxe uyre He 1uradetr. He Hago... He nnaus... Kurcyne He nomxHBI miakarb. Bel ke
o4ty He ymeeTte 3Toro. [loutu 3a0blu, 4TO 3TO TAKOE. ..

— 51 Xo4y UMETh MECTO, KOTOPOE 51 MOTJIa Obl Ha3BaTh CBOMM JIOMOM. ..

I'naea 5

Kumono...CnoxHasi onexaa Hapoga MHOTIOXBOCTBIX JIMC... YeJOBEeKY B HEH HEMYIPEHO
3aIyTaThCA. ..

Takux marbeB HET HU Y OMHOM pachl. XOTs OOblYaum B YEM-TO CXOXKHM Yy BceX. MeHsiercs
TOJIBKO BHEMHOCTh. CyTh OJIHA.

Hanpumep, €CTh KUMOHO KOTOpBbIE MOXET HOCUThb TOJBKO 3aMYXKHsA JUcHUIla. A ele —
KOTOPBIE HOCSIT TOJIBKO MOJIOJIbIE AEBYIIKH. ECTh Te, KOTOpBIE OJIEBAIOT Ha CBAJIbOY, TOXOPOHBI MU
Ha npueM k Umnepartopy. U Bce pasHsie. ..

MHoroe eie 3aBUCUT U OT Y30pOB. Tak y30pbl U3 IIBETOB CaKyphl B 0a00YEK HOCST TOJBHKO
3UMOM WJIA JIETOM, a U3 JIUCTHEB KJIE€HA — OCEHbI0. 3UMOM K€ IIaBHBIMU y30paMU CUUTAKOTCS —
0amMOyK, COCHa U IIBETHI CJIUBBHI.

Ectp eme 1Bera, mpuHaaiexanme KakoMy-JnOo poay. Toabko KMMOHO POIOBBIX IIBETOB
OJICBAIOT HA MPA3JHUKU Ja aynueHnuu y Biaasiku. [IpaBna, ecTh ele nmapa ciiydaeB, TOJIBKO S UX
HE 3arnoMHuia. .. CoxHo.

EnMHCTBEHHOE U TIAaBHOE B IIBETOBBIX FaMMax TOJBKO TO, YTO BEPXHHUE ONICKJbBI 30JI0THIX,
OeNbIX W KpacHBIX IBETOB MOXET HOCUTh ToJbko HMmmeparopckas cembsa. Kak u y3opel u3
XpU3AHTEM.

[Ton mr060€ KUMOHO BCET/IAa OIEBACTCS TaK HAa3bIBAEMOE HUKHEEe KUMOHO. PykaBa y Hero 4yTh-
YyTh JUIMHHEE BEPXHEr0, U MO3TOMY €ro HBbIOT U3 OYEHb JOPOrOM M KpacHuBOM TKaHWU. Bmpouewm,
3/1€Ch TKaHU BCE JOPOTHE U KPaCHBBIE.

A ToI1 HUKHEE — YTO-TO HarmoAgoOuM HMXHEH 100ku. M3 6ernoro, rorydooro win puosaeToBoro
mesika. XOoTs JOMYCKAKTCS BapUaLlUU.

Ha Horm HaneBaroT TaOW WM BBICOKHME HOCKU. Y HHUX €CTh CHEIHAJIbHOE OTACICHHUE s
0oJ1pI1IoTO Manbiia. OHU OBIBAIOT YEPHBIMU WU OCIIBIMH.

Tydpnu xe HazpBatoTcs q30pu. OHU OBIBAIOT POBHO, KaK W OY€HB MPOCTHIMHU, TaK M OOraro
yKpalleHHbIMU. Tspkenble... Jla eme momomBa y HUX JepeBsiHHas. BO BCAKOM cilydae y MEHS U
Kopu.

[Tosic, moBsI3bIBaEMBII BOKPYT KUMOHO — 00U. [Ipuyem 3aBs3bIBalOT €ro B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT
paHra u poja.



A elme KUTCyHE OYEHB JIOOST ykpameHus... Cambie paznuunbie! Hedpurtossie, cepeOpsiHbie,
30J10ThI€. .. MHOTO HX B 001eM. MHoOTO0.

Cymieit e TBITKOM Il MEHsI ABIAeTCs ouIlManibHOe KUMOHO, KOTOPOE i JOJKHA HOCUTH
MOYTH KaXK/IbI IeHb. UyBCTBYIO ceOsl CJIOCHBIM TUPOTOM, KO Tak 4acTo mekia qoma HsHs.

Kny He moxmych nera... Torga MoxxHO OymeT HaAeTh rokary. Jlerkoe qomariHee KHMOHO...
Meurtsi!

(Kou-Jlana,
MECHI] TOJI03eMbS, | 1E€Hb CEBEPHBIX BETPOB).

benast kpolllka CHEra HECHEMHO Chilajdach Ha TOJYI0 3€MJII0, IPEBpAllas €€ B BOCTOYHBIM
y3opuarblii koBep. Bpul ceBepHblil BeTep. OtuasHHO. [opbko. be3sHanexHo. Kak munoe cepany
HAallOMUHAHHUE O MOKHHYTOM noMe. Kak mpuBer or pomHbix. OT 3eMiH, TAE€ NPOLUIM JETCTBO U
IOHOCTB. ['1e cervac yxe napuia 3uma.

[Inakano 30J0TBIMM JIydaMu 3UMHee OneHoe coyiHie. OHO yXKe MOYTH HE TPEsI0 OCTHIBUIYIO
3eMuT10. Tak, IErOHBKO U HEXKHO JIacKajo €€, He JITSCh, BIPOYeM, 0JarociIOBEHHBIM TEILIOM.

TsHynu BBBICH CBOM BETBU BEKOBBIE JepeBbs MMmeparopckoro cana, paspbiBas OJieIHO-
rojiyooe He0O Ha THICAYN KJIO0YKOB. [louTn OenbIx.

3uMa BoIILIa B CBOM ITpaBa. OHa HECIIBIIHO CTyNuja Ha 3eMiro Mnepun.

Tonbko 3mech 3Ta Oenasg KpacaBulla He ObUla Takoil OecroiaaHoi, kak Ha CeBepHBIX
ocTpoBax. TaM COJHI@ TOYTH HUKOTAA HE BUJIHO M3-32 TSKEIbIX CBUHLOBBIX OOJaKOB,
OKPYKUBIIKX KOJIBLIOM TOpBl. BILUIOTH 10 BeCHBI O€MbIX MOJIEW HE Kacaluch Jy4u coiHua. Ha mope
MOYTH Bceria OyieBa MITOpM, U BOJIHBI OUIIUCH 00 00JIeICHEBIIME CKaIbI.

[Ipupona Tam cnana TSKENIbIM, IITYOOKHMM CHOM, MEYTas O TEIUIbIX, MOTOXKHUX JHSX, KOJa
MOXHO OyzieT COPOCHTH C Ce0s 9TO HaBI3aHHOE OIICTICHEHUE.

OnvHakoBbIM OBLT TOJBKO BeTep. Bmpouem, oH B J000W 4YacTU 3€MJIM OAMHAKOBBIM.
Cesepnbiii BeTep. M roxupii. [IpocTo rie-to oHu y ceds aoMa, a Ijie-To HedasHHble rocTu. Kak
3nech. [loromy uto 3Ta MimMnepust — BiajieHUs BOCTOYHOTO BETpa — OPOASITHY € MOABEIICHHBIMU Ha
pyKaBax KOJOKOJBYUKAMU. W Ka)Iplid €ro mar COmpOBOXKAAETCA MX 3BOHOM, BBI3bIBas Ha JIMIAX
yabpIOkH. U )xenanune noTpenaTs Mo TOJI0BE 3TOT CTPAHHBIN, C BEUHON XUTPUHKOM B TJ1a3ax, BETEP.

Ha Kou on naBeBan Tocky mo Pomune. [lo pomusiM u Onuskum. Ilo cBoemy Betpy. Ho...
Hwuuero, 3To Obu10 Haxke He mioxo. He maBaiio 3a0bITh.

A Kopu crapanack, Kak MOIIa, IBITasACh Pa3BECEIUTh CBOIO TOCHOXY U cecTpy. PacckasbiBala
JIETeHbl CBOETO Hapojaa, OOBACHsUIA Pa3HUILy KYIbTYp, y4uja puUcoBarh 1o Imenky. [lokaspiBana
pa3Hble YIUBUTENIbHBIE M HEMOHSTHbIE MUKOBUHKHU. [lIkarynmku, rpeOHM, ykpameHus. Jlemunack
HOBOCTSIMU M cruieTHAMH. KpacoBanack B HOBbIX Hapsax. OOcyxaana coOCcTBeHHOro Briaipiky.
WHOTJ]a pacCKa3biBasi JOBOJBHO 3a0aBHbIE ClTydau U3 ero onorpadumu.

A eme oHa oOydana Kow NMHCBMEHHOCTM MHOTOXBOCTBIX JIHC — HeporiudaM. ToHkuM, ¢
COTHSIMHU YEPTOYEK U TAJIOYEK. ..

Y KuTCyHEe mucarh 3alMUCKU KOMY-TO 3HAKOMOMY OBLIO TaKHMM JK€ pa3BICUYCHUEM, KaK U Y
JOJIEN MPSCTh XOJIOAHBIMU 3UMHHUMU BEUYEPAMU.

— l'ocnoxa Mos1, Hy 4TO Bbl BUENWINCHh B KUCTOUKY?! Msrue Hago... HexHee... Bbl xe He
ApoBa codpanuch pyouTh, IpaBo CJIOBO!

Tonbko y Kon k cBoEMY CThIYy HUUYETO HE nonydanochk. CoBceM. OHa yMena NMTh, BBILIMBATH,



NpsICTh, HO PHCOBaTb M MHCaTh 3TH JTOMHUKHU-HEpODTH(Bl HE MOIIa. BMecTo 1BETOB y Hee
BBIXOJIUJIM MYTHBIC TISATHA, TUBHBIC MTHUIBI OOJIbINE MOXOAUIN Ha YYIOBHII, Ja U 3BEPU TOXKE... A
PO ToUepK BOOOIIE ydine Obl ObUT0 MoJYarh. [loTOMY, 4YTO 3TO HE MUCHBMEHHOCTbD, a... YEPT TE
qTO!

To mu npenmo Kopu! Ilocmorpuns Ha ee pabory — 3amtoOyemibcsi. Toro misau naxe
BIIOOMIIBCS !

[{BeTHI IBETYT AUBHBIC, pyUYbHl TOPHBIE OETYT KAaK KUBbBIC, TOPBI YTOMAIOT B CU30M JIBIMKE... A
ueporiingbl — CTOIOUK K CTOJIOUKY, YEPTOUKA K YEPTOUKE, raj0ouKa K TaJIoUkKe. ..

— He mory, Kopu... He moe sto!

Kucrouka rpycTHO 10KUTCS HAa TOACTABKY. U y)Ke HE KaxKyTCsl IPKUMU KPACKH. ..

Ho onu He BuHOBaThL. Het. [IpocTO HE MOXKET K€ 4ENOBEK YMETH BCe?

W Bapyr Tuxo NPUOTKpbUIACh JBEPh... Iloutn HechpimHo. OcTopoxkHo. CaoBHO Obl 0OSCE
MOTPEBOKUTH X0351€B 3TUX MTOKOEB.

Koro tam npugeno k ux nopory? Croja e MoYTH HUKTO He 3aX0JUT... ToabKo mapy pa3 Obuin
crpaxu na Kacymu-nono. U sce...

Ho 3TOT HEM3BECTHBINA KTO-TO TaK U HE 3a1eid. TOIbKO OCTAaBHJI YTO-TO y CaMOoro mopora. Tak,
YTO JIMCUYKE MPHUIINIOCH BCTATh U BBIMTH. 32 3TUM HEOXKUJIAHHBIM ITOCIIAHUEM.. ..

Cnycts HeckoJibko MUHYT Kopu npuHecia KakoH-TO CBUTOK MEPEBSI3aHHBIN KPACHOU JIEHTOM.
K memy mpunaranache Oenas xpuzaHtema. ToJdbKO OHM Bellb HE IBeTYT 3umoil? WMim 3mech Bce
nHave? He Tak, kak B OOBIYHOM MUpE?

Ha n Kopu xak-to cmymaercs... Yro-to cnyuunocs? HenpusitHoe?

— I'ocnioka. .. Bel cerogus uaere k Bnaaepike. ..

Yyre BbITHyTass OpoBb. DTO myrka? Benap 3a Bce BpeMsa 4YTO MPOILIO C MOMEHTA TOIC
HENPUSTHOTO MHIAJICHTA OHA MOYTH HE BUJENA €T0. MepOonpUsATHI MOAXOASIIMX HE CITYYHIIOCH.

— C 4ero bl B3s1a? [IucbMO-TO €11 HE TPOYUTAHO.

— BbI He 3Haere...?

VYnana Ha mon anas jgeHTta. Tuxo 3amypiiana Oymara. Ha Helt akkypaTHbIM MOYEpKOM ObLIO
HaMMCaHo TOJIbKO BpeMsl. Kak TOJNBKO 3alIET COJHIIE U AEPEBbS OKPACATCS CUHEBOM.

— N?

Kopu Bcinecnyna pykamu. Koneuno xe! He 3naer! Jla u kTo eir mor 310 pacckasars? Ciayru?
Cam Bnanpika? Unu ee nana? Het! Onum Obl He cTanu 3TOro jenarb... BopoyeM M OHa cama He
CMOKET OYEHb YK MHOTO MOBEIATh... TOJIBKO OCHOBBI.

— He 3naete! Jla BbI mydrie Obl, TOCTIOKA MOSI, HE ITUCbMO YHUTAIH, XOTS OHO W Ba)XXKHO, a Ha
[[BETOK BHUMaHue oOpaTuiin!

Tonkue manbipl MOIaAWIA OapXarucThie JenecTku. KocHyIuch pe3HbIX JHUCTOB... OTKyaa
3uMol xpu3zanTeMbl? Tem Oomnee Takue... kpacusble. [1of 11BET MpUpoOabI U BpEMEHHU rojia.

— Bce paBHO He moHuMaro. [{BeTOK Kak UBETOK... TOJIBKO OUYEHb CTPAHHBIMN.

IOnas nmuca yxxe uyrh i He pbryana. [[Betok! Beero nummb nisetok! A el rOBOPUIIN, UTO H Y
JI0JIeN ecTh CBOsI cucTeMa 3HakoB-niocanuit! Tak uro? Ee yuurtens onmoaucs?

ToNMpKO YCTIOKOMBIIMCH OHA BAPYr MOHsUIa, 4TO KoM M BOPSMB MOMKET HE 3HATh TOrO, YTO
3/IeCh U3BECTHO JlaXke pebeHky. UTo y HUX, JIFO/IeH, Bce MOXKET OBITh COBCeM MHaue. U 3HadeHus, u
1BeTHI... I MHOTOE Npyroe!

Xpuszantemsl. LseTok MmniepaTopckoro poza.

— KakoMy poay oH puHaUIexKUT?

— IlpaBsamemy.



Camo coboii pazymeromeecs. YK 3To-To Kon o0bscHuIN emie qoma. Ha Takux CHemHBIX U
HEOOXOJIMMBIX YPOKax...

OTOT UBETOK BIJIETATh B MPUYECKY MOTYT TOJIBKO T€, KTO MPUHAJIEKUT K ceMbe Biaspike.
Bnpouem, Kak ¥ HOCUTB ITypHyp C 30J0TOM. ..

— Tak. A 4dro oH 3HauuT? Benp, €ciu CyauTh MO TBOEH pEaKIUM, 3Ta XpU3aHTEMa JOJDKHA
ObUIa MHE YTO-TO CKa3aTh?

Monuanue. He 3naer. U Bopsims... Hy na nagxo!

— Taxk. Cnymaiite. bosbllie TOBTOPSTH HE OyYy.

Kopu HepBHO 3amarana no koMHare. 110l ee CHpeHeBOro KUMOHO CBEPKaJId B COJIHEYHOM
CBETE, a BBIIMTHIE HAa HeM 0a0o4yku mpuBiIeKkaniu BHUMaHuUe. OHU CIOBHO OBl OXHUBaIU H
B3MAaXUBaJIA KPHUIbSIMHU.

— IIBeThI Wi Hac HecyT ocoboe 3HaueHue. A Xpu3aHTeMbl B ocoOeHHoCcTH. Hu onuH pon He
CMEET YKPACUTh CBO€ KUMOHO UMH. Kapa — cMepTh. TakoB 3aKOH.

Kax1plif 3TOT LIBETOK HECET B ceO€ OIpeIeIeHHOE OCIaHue. . .

Bama xpuzantema Oenas. DTO 3HA4YUT, 4TO Brajbika Ha3Hauuil BaM BCTpedy... B Bamem
ciaydae, yuTal — Tmpukazaid. J[0OCIOBHO mapeHue ATOro IBETKa IepeBOAUTCSA, Kak '/[ail MHe
YBUAETH T€OS MOJT CEHBIO JIYHBI'. TO €CTh MO3/THO BEYEPOM — HOUBIO.

Ecnu Obl oHa Obula OpaHKeBOW C OENBIMH KOHUYMKAMH, TO 3TO 3HAYMJIO ObI MOYTH TO XKe
camoe. Tonbko apyroe Bpemsi cyTok. 'He oTkaku MHE B BO3MOXHOCTU YBHUJETh T€OsI B CUSHUU
COJIHEYHOTO CBETA'.

bnenno po3osas o3nauaeT: 'Bol mogo0OHbI 3ape. Bol mpekpacHsr'.

Spko xentas — 'He cepmurech Ha MeHsA. Pa3Be s 3acmyxun Bam raeB?'. Bo3pmuTe He
3ameTKy. JIydnmii cnoco0 MpocuTh MPOILEHUS.

biienHo xxentas — npu3HaKk A0Bepus. 'S Bam ToBEPSIIO'.

['ony0ass — 'He cmelite nosiBisiThesl MHE Ha mia3a! Bel pazouapoBanu MeHs'. Tak ke 3HAYUT
BIIQJICHUE B HE MIJIOCTh BiaibIku.

Yepuas — 'Bol mono6HbI TacMypHOMY AHIO. S ckopOit0 BMecTe ¢ BaMu'. TpaypHBbIil IIBETOK.

duosneToBas yuTaeTcsi OyKBaJIbHO Kak 'Bel Mol Bpar. He nepecekuTech cO MHOM IMOJ] CEHBIO
Bs30B'. Ellle OHa MOXET 03Ha4YaTh BHI30B HA JTYJJIb.

CepeOpucras xpuzantema — 'IlycTh MBI 1 paccTaemcs, HO sl HaJIC0OCh Ha HOBYIO BCTpedy'.

KpacHast unTaercsi ABOSIKO B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT 0OCTOSTENbCTB. Eciii ee mapsT B mpa3aHUK —
'TlaBaiiTe BecenutThes! CerosiHs MmoxHO Bee'. Ee 00bdHO BrieTaroT B Bosiockl B [Ipazanuk Koctpos.

Eme oxgno 3navenue: 'Cnu cnokoiiHo. [IycTh TeOs yOaroKaroT IUKAIbI .

[lypniypHas e sBIsieTCS MPU3HAHUEM B JIOOBH.

Bce noHATHO?

Kopu ¢ y1oBoIbCTBHEM B3IIsIHY/A HAa OIIAPAIIEHHOE JUIIO CBOEH rocnoxu. Mum noackasku B
3TOM MHpE. YUHUCh YMTaTh IO JKECTaM M I[BETaM. 3/I€Ch BCE HES TakK, KaK KaXKETCS Ha MEPBbIA
B3I, He mapoMm modTtw BCe KHUTENHM CKPBIBAIOT CBOM JMIa 3a Mackamu. He 3ps kuTcyHe
HAa3bIBAIOT MAacTEPaAMH JIKH!

VYuuce, yenoBeuka. .. I Mmoxer 310 Korga-HuOyap criacet Te0e )KU3Hb.

— [a... Kak Bce cltoxHO...

— DTO TOJIBKO OCHOBHBIC 11BeTa U 3HaueHus. VX Ha camoMm gene Gonbie. Hamuaoro. [loutn y
BCEX XPU3AHTEM TPH, & TO U YETHIPE 3HAUYCHUS, U BCE 3aBUCAT OT CUTYallMl, TEX MOMEHTOB, KOI/Ia
OHU TMOJJAPEHBI.

Kou nonypunace. Kak 310 Belyunts? [10HATH?



— He paccrpauBalitech. Bce 3HaueHHsT M3BECTHBI TOJBKO KMrieparopy... U, MOXET, €Ie
['maBanomy Xpauutemo Mwmneparopckoit bubmuoreku. ['oBOpsT, 4TO B €ro XpaHWJIHINAX JIEKUT
KHHATA CO BCEMH 3HAYECHUSAMHU OTOro IBeTKa. TOJNBKO BOT s €€ HUKOraa He Buuena... la wu
paspelieHne Braaaplky 111 3TOr0 HYXKHO. ..

Ot storo He serye... [la enie u 3Ta BCTpeya. ..

— Jlagno, Kopu. JlaBaii-ka cobupatbcs. borock, 3TOT BHI30B HE CIIPOCTA. ..

Nmneparop Bo3JIeKaldl Ha IICJIKOBBIX BBIIMTBHIX LBETHBIMU HUTSAMM nonymkax. [losbsl ero
IUIAThsl KPACUBBIMH BOJIHAMH CTEIUJIACH MO TOJY. TOHKHE PyKH MSUIM LIBETOK XpU3aHTEMBI. Takou
e Kakasi Oblia ImoJjapeHa B 3TOT JIeHb ero xeHe. M.

— HHTepecHo, U Kak ke el mepeBuwiIn Moe nocianue? HaBepHsKka Kak-TO WHA4e... 3a4em
TPaBMHUPOBATh YEJIOBEUECKYIO ITICUXUKY?

['yOBI CIOKWINCH B TOHKYIO YIBIOKY. biiecHYIM B cBeTe JIaMIl OeJible KIJIBIKH. 3BEPh. XUIHHUK,
NPUHSBIIMEI YesnoBeyeckoe oonnube. OOOpOTEHbD.

ConHile ceno nosyaca Hazajg. CKpbUIOCH 3a TOPU3OHTOM HE OCTaBUB mociie ceOst Huuero. Hu
JIy4MKa, HU KPACHOM ITOJIOCKH.

Hour mama na Hwmmnepwuro. Ilpumnuma Ha CMEHy SIpKOMY M CHSIIOIIEMY JHIO... TeMHas u
O6apxatHas. C ThICSTYaMu 3BE3]I.

["onbie nepeBbs nmocepedpuiia yHa, 3aMmeplial B ee gydax cHer. Bomme6Ho. .. U Tak moxoxe Ha
O’KMBLIYIO CKa3Ky.

— BrbI onaznpiBaere, ;KeHa MOSL.

Bckonb3p OpomeHHast (pasza. 30510Thle Ia3a BCE TaK K€ H3y4alOT MPEKPACHBIA IIBETOK.
CJy10BHO OBl HUYTO HE MOXKET MPUBJIEYh €r0 BHUMAaHUs... CIIOBHO HUYTO B 3TOM MHUPE HE CTOUT
€ro...

A Ha Hee... OH gaxe He obepHyics. 3aduem? EMy aTo He Hamo. [Jaxe Temepsb, korma He ObLUIO
CJBIIIHO HU LIOPOXa, HU 3ByKa. VI HUUTO HE CBUIETEIBCTBOBAJIO O MOSIBICHUU JEBYLIKH. [[7151 HEro
3TO OBUIO HE Ba)KHO. 3a4€M CJIBIIATh, €CJIU MOXKHO YyBCTBOBAT. ..

Tonbko BOT oHa »Toro He ymeer. Iloka uto. Ho oOs3arensHo Hayuutcs. [Ipunercs. Beaw
KUTH-TO XOUETCH. ..

— Sl cmupeHHo nponty npoieHuss. MeHs 3aiepKaiu... 00CTOSITENbCTBA.

NuTepecHo kakue? KTo pruckHyn OpocUTh BbI30B kenanusaM Bianpiku? Ero xxenanusm?

OGepuyrbea. IIpokeub B3MISAOM  3aCTHIBIIYIO B MOJYLEPEMOHHAIBHOM  ITOKJIOHE.
CKIIOHMBIIYIOCS, HO HE Ha KOJIEHSIX. 3aMOTAaHHYIO B KPACHO-30JIOTHIE IeNKA. Kak MoJIokeHo. ..

Torna mousiTHO... OTa nucuuka, Kopu. HaBepHsika oObsicHsIa 00b4an. UToOBI ee rocmoxa,
He npuBenu boru, He ockopOuia o HesHanuto ceoero Mmmneparopa. XKans. ..

Brpouewm, 3T0 He Tak-To U BaxkHO. OH ymeeT ObITh TePHETUBbIM... XOTS MHOTHUE C 3TUM U HE
cornacsatcs. Hu eMmy ux BUHUTH WM OOBSACHATH OIMOKU. Pernyraius qopoxe. ..

— CHoBa Hapymaem tpaaunuu? Hy, uyto x. CeromHs BaMm 3TO NMPOCTUTCA... B decTh Moerc
XOPOILETO HACTPOECHUS U OTCYTCTBUS UYXKHUX IJ1a3.

Yausnenns B3msA. CiaumikoM npuBbikiia Kon k moctopoHHuM. CIHAIIKOM MPUBBIKIIA 3HATH,
YTO JaXKE€ €CIM OHA OJHAa, TO 3a HEW o0sA3aresbHO KTO-TO HaOmtomaeT. M poknaneiBaeT o ee
JIEUCTBUSIX CBOEMY rocnoguny. M He Bcerma 3Tot rocnoaud — Mmneparop.

A Tyr... Takoe!

— IIpoctute, HO pa3Be CTpaxH...?

— Crpaxu clemsaT UCKIOYUTEIBHO 3a BaMU. Mo# Mokoi XpaHAT TeHu. A OHU mpenaHbl



TOJIBKO MOEMY pojty. [la 1 ceroHs y HUX... BBIXOJHOM, HABEPHOE?

Jlerenmapusie Tenu. VX 6osTcs. .. Bce. JIroau, IpakoHbI, pyCalKH ¥ MHOTHE JIpyTrHUe.

['maza, yum u ronoc Mmneparopa. Xpanutenu ero nokoeB. Ero poma. Crassinmecs: cBoeit
0e3rpaHM4YHON MpeaaHHOCThI0. HemomkymHOCThIO. 3a BCE UX CYILIECTBOBAaHME OHU HE pa3y He
POy IPYrUM. .. MHOHAaM UH(popmManuio o ceoeM [losenurene. [ToroMy 4To UM 3TOro HE HAJO.
OHM ¥ Tak 001a7al0T BCEMH JIOCTYMHBIMU, MBICIMMBIMU U HEMBICJIMMbIMU Ojaramu... [lo Bose
Bnanpixu.

3alypuaio MHOTOCIIOMHOE KUMOHO. boru, kakoe xe oHO Tspkenoe! JIBeHaauarb ClI0eB ILI0C
nosic U ykpaieHus. M3neBarenscTBo, a He miaTbe! KTo uX ToJbKo npuyman?

XoTs B 3TOM cilydae — cama BuHoOBara. Ho monmHbIe cenyac, U3 JErKUX TKAHEW OTKPBITHIE
KMMOHO OHa 0JIeTh HE MorJa. [Ipocto He mora!

— BaM 00bscHIIN 3HaUeHUE MOETOo Mojapka?

Eii mokazanock uiu B rojioce npo3Bydai unrepec? Ho yeM oH BbI3BaH?

— Jla. '[lait MHe yBuJeTh T€Os O/ CeHbIO JyHBI'. Tak, kaxkeTcs, ckazana Kopu...

Tax BoT kak eil nepeBwin. Hy uto k... O0bacHuM Oosiee noapooHo. Tonbko cHavana. ..

— Yro xe Bbl Bctanu? [lonorinute ommxe. [pucsanere. [loBepbTe, 51 HE KycaroCh.

N Takas HacMmemka 3By4ajga B €ro TOJIOCE, YTO BOJIEM HEBOJIEM INEKU 3aJWJI SIPKO aJibIi
pymsiaer; oounpl. Kem on ee cuntaer? Pebernkom?!

O6mxeHo ycecThbes psimoM. M camoe mmaBHOE — HE CMOTPETh B 3TH HEBO3MOXKHBIE 30JI0THIE
rnaza! He cMoTpeThb, HE CMOTpPETh, HE CMOTPETh. .. TBEPAUTH PO ce0sl KaK MOJIUTBY.

A cnimHa — nipsiMasi. Pyku Ha koJieHsiX. U TyObl 3aKyIleHBI.

— Hy uTo e BbI Tak CKOBaHbl, X0J0AHbI? [IpaBo, HE cTOUT... YabIOHUTECH. BBI %€ MeHs Hu
YeM HE MPOTHEBAIIH. . .

O, nma! C Toro caMoro MamMsATHOTO pa3roBOpa OHAa BCEX MYKUMH 00xoAuia Mo OOIbIION
KpUBOH. YhbIOHYThCA Oosnachk. Kakoe Tam, pasrueBars! [[pimana uepe3 pa3! M3 koMHar cBoux
BBIINTH HE Bcerga cMena! A BAPYT... elle YTO-TO CIYyIUTCs?

— He xorure... Hy, uto xk... Bons Bama.

HNurepecHoe nosenenue. Ilomsiaers Ooutcs. Yasidarbesi He xoueT. CIIOBHO MalleHbKHM
mukui 3Bepek! Enie He mpupydeHHbI, HE 3HAIOIMN YYXKOW JIACKHU... bosumics 4yXObIX pyK W
MECT.

Yro nanpie?

Ho noka Hamo orBiedb. 3aCTaBUThH PacCIaOUTHCA. XOTA Obl UyTh-4yTh... MIHaUe Bech Beuep
HacMapky!

— 1 cnpiman, yto Xommobonm-A0Ho 3aaan BaM Borpoc. Y Bbl Ha HETO OTBETHIIH. ..

A ecnu monpoOoBaTh Tak? BrionHe HelTpanbHas Tema. ..

— Koneuno. Bornpoc-To ObuT cOBCEM MPOCTHIM.

st Hee. Ho Hukak He miis Hero win kuTcyHe! [loToMy 4To oTBeTMTH — cloxkHO! ['omamu
MOKHO OyMarh, JECATUIICTUAMU, a TO U BCIO KU3Hb U TaKk He HauTu! He mpouurtars €ro B cCBoem
cepaue.

— Br1, 110111, Bceraa Tak Jerko HaxoauTe cBou OTBeTHI?

— Ilouemy xe? IIpocTo ecTh OTBETHI, Ha KOTOPbIE Thl W TakK, BCErJa 3HACIIb OTBET...
Ocob6enHo Ha Takue... OH e coBceM MpoCToi!

g kutcyHe mouck cBoero OTBera Bcerma orpoMHasi TpyaHocTh. Mcnbiranue. CTyneHbKa K
erre 0oJIbIIeH MyAPOCTH. A JIFOJM BBIXOJUT, JaKe U He UIyT...? CoBcem?

— Bameit Kopu Beap ckopo 3aaaayt Bompoc?



— [a, Bmagpika. OHa Tak BOJTHYETCH. ..

CoBceM rosoBy motepsial Hu o uwem Oomnbmie aymars He Moxer! Tombpko »kmaTe da
npexamnoaarare. ['agars.

— Hy erme Obl. ..

Cuucxoxaenue. Kak 31o... paznpaxkaet. 3nut gaxe. Ho Henb3st moka3siBarh 3TOro. He 31ech.
He ceituac. He nepen Hum.

— OHa MHEe CeroJiHs paccKa3aljia 0 Xpu3aHTeMax. JDTO mpasaa?

Pyku Ttepebst kpaii kumoHo. OnHa crecHseTca. Kak... muio. OuapoBarenbHO Jaxe!
CMoTpHIlb HA HEE U YMTACIIb KaK OTKPBITYIO KHUTY! Bee aMmonum Ha vie HanucaHsb!!

3nech 3T0 onacHo. Ho Macky ero »keHa HOCUTh OTKa3biBaeTcA. [loTomy 4TO GOUTCS TOTEPSATE
camy ceosl.

— CMOTps1, 4TO BBl UMEETE B BUJIY. 3HAYEHHE MOIVIO ObITh HE TOUYHO MEPEe/IaHO, HO OCTaJIbHOE
— CKOpee BCETO Ja.

beicTpbll  B3mIAM W3-mOJ pecHUU. boummbces nocMorperb B miaza... Oxumaemo. Ho
MOMPABUMO.

— He nepeBeaere 1 BbI MHE TOTIA TO, UTO BBl XOTEIU CKA3aTh TOW XPU3AHTEMOM ?

— O6s3arensHo. [To3zxe. A cefiuac... Kak HacueT NapTUH B ro?

[upokuit B3Max pykoil. 1 moxkHO yBHAETH cTOSIIMI Henaneko rodan. Kou yxe Bumena ero.
Panbe. Kopu nokassiBasia. Ho JIaga B TOT pa3 Kak-To HE yIOCYKUJIIACh Y3HATH Ja)K€ IIPaBUIIA. ..

— Ho s He ymeno...

— Hayuy!

Bcto HOUb 3By4asu Jerkue meaTdKu. 3BYK CTaBAIMXCS Ha ro0aH kaMHel. UepHbIX U OeJbIX.

3nech, B IMnepuun, robaH CpaBHUBAIOT CO BCEJIECHHOW, a KaMHU C 3Be3namu. HaunnHas urpy,
THl TBOpHUIIb BceleHHYI. Kaxmas ommbka — karactpoda. Kaxapiii xoq — pOXKIEHHUE Yero-TO
HOBOro. Hayano urpsl — Mur Hauyana TBOpeHUs. B pasmepax urpainbHOW Aocku. OrpaHUYEHHOU
npasuiiamu, xogamu. Komu, xane, arapu... 1 eme MHOrUMHA 1 MHOTUMM Ha3BaHUSIMU-XOJIAMU.

Crpanno... IHTEpECHO. ..

IIpaBna, Kou He cMomia Ja)k€ HEMHOIO HaIlpsiyb CBOEro comepHuka. Jla u Bpsg i Koraa-
HUOyb cMoxeT. Ha ero cropone — Beka, Ha ee — ynada. Ho ee, BuamMo, He JOCTATOYHO. ..

Urpa 3akoHumnace ¢ paccBetoM. ApkuM. Tuxum. 3umHuM. W MOpa3uTeNbHO AOMAIIHUM!
TaxkuM, kakoil ObIBaCT TOJIBLKO JOMA. ..

— He tax mmoxo fj1st mepBOro pasa, Kak MOTJIO Obl OBITb. ..

Jloxs. Bee 6bu10 nipocTo yxkacHo. Tak mpourpats. B uucryro!

— Cmacu00 3a ypok.

birarockioHHBII KUBOK. YToMmia?

— Tonbko MHE... HaBepHOE, Mmopa?

— Koneuno. Baia cinyxanka yke Mecta cebe He HaxomuT. Toro v misiiu U3 BalllMX MOKOE
BBIOCXKUT U 3aBUTCA CIOJIa TPEOOBATh Y MEHSI CBOIO Ha3BaHHYIO CECTPY!

— Kopu!

Bckounts. Kunytbcs BoH. OHa ke coBceM o Hel 3a0buta!l O cBoedl MHIIOW, HIyMHOM M
€XUJIHOW cecTpeHke!

N ynacts Hazan. Oka3arbes NPUKATON K UyKOW TPY/IH. ..

— Kyna xe BbI? MBI €11l He 3aKOHYUIIU. . .



On menoBan ee kpenko. Jlo O6omm. C cuiol CXuUMal MOAAaTiIuBoe Teno. [0 CHHSKOB,

HaBEPHOE. ..
— Brmangpika... He HaAO...
— Tuxo...
Ha mnon moceimanuch yKpalieHWs, NIMWIbKHA... Pa3nerenuch HUCKPSIIMMUCS —Cl€3aMHU

AKEMUY)XHbIE OyCchl. YIajid Ha KOBEp 0€10-MOJOYHBIMU KarisiMu. .. nu cHexxunkamu. CII0BHO Obl
cama rocrioka 3uMa Ha MUHYTKY 3aIyIsiHyJla B 3T KOMHAThl M OCTaBUJIa CBOM nopokK. [IpocTo Tak.
YT00BI MOPagOBaTh.

— JlapenHnas Genast Xpu3aHTeMa O3HA4aeT HeuTo Ooubllee, keHa Mosl... JKemaHue mpoBecTH
BMECTE HOYb. ..

[enor oOxwuran. Co3HaHHE MYTUIOCh. 3Bepb. XUIIHUK, 3aCTaBUBIIMI JOOBYY IMOTEPSTE
BHUMarenbHOCTh. Kak miyno... Tak nmonactecs. A Beap ee npenynpexaanu! He Tonbko 31ech, HO 1
Ha ocTpoBax!

C TuxuM MOPOXOM CHAJICSA IBETHOW Mosic. PacTtexkcs B Horax ansmnoBou Jyxkeu. Crycts
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJI K HEMY IPUCOCAUHUIOCH BEPXHEE KUMOHO, TEIEPh MOXOIUBIICE HA MBUIAIOIIMMA
OTOHb, KOTOPBIN BJIPYr TPUPYUUIIH. .. 3aCTABHIM 3a0bITh CBOIO IPUPOY. ..

Pe3kuM pe30HaHCOM B YTPEHHEW TUIIMHE pa3aalics 3BYK pBYILEicsS TKaHu. Pykas?

MenoBbie BOJIOCHI cMeIaInCh ¢ 6enbiMu. Kpacugo...

A dyxue TyObl My4YHJIH. .. 3aCTaBIISUIH 3a0BITh 000 BCEM. ..

U BHe3anHo Bce 3akoHuuiochk. Kak He Obuto. Kak mpucHUIIOCK.

— Teneps MOXKETE UATH. ..

[Tok. 1 3To BCce? A Kak xe...?

becnomonmblit B3rIisia. A oHa-TO yxke ucnyrainack! Hamgymana cebe He BeCcTh uTO!

— 41 He 3acTaBisA0 Bac, )KEHA, NPOBOJIUTH CO MHOW HOYM MPOTUB Bame Bonu... Ho apyrue
TOJDKHBI JyMaTh, 9YTO YTO-TO ObLI0. 1 3TO OHO HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIE Pa3rOBOPOB U UTPHI B T0... BepHo?

VYnpi0bka JOBOJBHOTO KU3HBIO KOTa. KOTOpHIN Bece-Taku m0Opaincs 0 BOXKAECIEHHOW KPBIHKU
CO CMETaHOM.

— Yry...

— Wnute. A He To BAIIIA Kopu ckopo nepedyauT BCIO CTPaxKYy. ..

MumonetHslii nouenyi. Lienomynpennsiit. [IpomanbHblii.

— 41 ke moI0K Ty, KOT/1a BBl CAaMH MIPUAETE KO MHE.

[To nBOpIlY BHOBH MOMOI3JIU CIyXd. BripoueM, 3TO-TO Kak pa3 U HE YIMBUTEIbHO. YK O0JIbHO
MPETIOOONBITHBIN BUJT ObUT Y TocTioxku Kou mipu Beixoe 3 MiMmepaTopckux anmapTaMeHTOB.

Jloxmaras. [Tomsras. ConHas. be3 nosca u monoBUHBI yKpaleHuil. W eme, 3T0-To Kak pa3 u
Opocajioch B Ia3a, SIBHO MHOTO M C 4YyBCTBOM IienoBaHHasi! KTo SBIsuICSI BUHOBHHUKOM HeE
BbI3bIBaJI0 comHeHui! Koneuno — Biajpika! ¥V Hero e oHa nmpoBesia BCIO HOYb... YJIUKUA ObUTH Ha
JIMLIO.

TonbkO BOT OYEHb YK YIOUBICHHO BBIVISIZIENA CIY)KaHKA, COINPOBOXIABIIAs €€, U
BCTpeTUBIIMECA UM 110 Hoporu CoBeTHUKHU ¢ Kacymu-0Ho.

OnHako, MpuYMHA WX YIUBICHHS ObuTa B IpyroM... CoBcem.

[IpocTo OHM €AMHCTBEHHBIE 3aMETUIIH, 4TO KoM cxknmalna B pyKax XpU3aHTEMY. 30JOTHUCTO-
pO30ByIO0. MIMEr01IyI0 IBOSIKOE TOJIKOBAHUE. . .

'Cniacu60 3a J10CTaBIEHHOE YIOBOJbCTBUE'.

"Y1 cnexxy 3a Bamu. He BbI3pIBaiiTe MOETO THEBA'.



N xakoe »xe wu3 mnociaHui mnimaBHoe?! Kakoe wumenno?! T'amait Ttemeps... Crpoit
npeamnoyioxkeHus. .. M He ¢pakT, 94To0 OHU OYAYyT BEPHBIMH.

N nuumw MMmnieparop 3Han eme oqHO 3HaueHue CBOEro noxapka. Jla eme Mmoxer u XpaHUTEIb
ero OMOJIUOTEKH. ..

"SI Mmooy TBOETO JOBEpHUS .

TI'nasa 6

Crpana nuc-000poTHEN criocoOHa o4apoBarh. 3aMaHUTh B CBOM CETH TPaAMIIUAMU, oOpsaaMu
U... ckazkamu. Wnm nerengamu.

N g MemIeHHO, HO BEpHO TOHY B 3TOW JHMBHOW KpacoTe IPEeBHUX CKa3zaHUU. lIpekpacHbIX u
Y)KaCHBIX. 3aIlyThIBAIONMX M 3axBarbiBatonmx. Ho, korga Thl WX 4uTaellb, TO OCTAHOBUTHCS HET
cuin. [loka He y3Haemmb KakoB koHel. He Bcerma cyacTiMBBIA, HO NOYYHTENBHBIM! JTO XKe...
CKa3KH.

Tax, Hanpumep, 3/1eCh €CTh UCTOPHUA O... JIIOOBU U cocTpamanuu. [loutu Takas ke, Kak U y
HAC, J01e. Bo BCAKOM cilyqae — OY€Hb I10X0Kasi CBOMMU YYBCTBAMHU U SMOLUSIMMU. . .

B daitHoll ¢ KpacHOW uepenuyHON KpbIIed coOpajoch MHOTO Hapoga — pbIOaKu, JETH,
MOJIOJBIE FOHOIIM M JIEBYLIKH, CJIOBOM, IPAKTHYECKU BCS JIEPEBHS, KOTOpas pacrojaraiach
TOYHEXOHBKO Ha Oepery Mopsl.

B ToT AeHb ppibakaM B HEM Heuero ObUIO JieniaTh u3-3a Oypu. CrpaiHoil u 0e3KaioCTHOM.
Takol, KaKOM HE BUJICIH YXKE JIET JECITh B 3TUX KPasiX, HE MEHbIIE!

Bce He0o ot kpas 10 Kpas 3aTsSHYJI0 YEPHBIMH TydaMu, BETEP CTOHAI U TIJIaKal, KaK )KUBOH, a
BOJIHBI C HIIyMOM OOpYIIMBAJIUCh Ha Oeper, 4yToObl B30PBATbCS COTHSAMU OpBBI. TSKEIbIX U
conenbix. Kak cnessl.

NmeHHO B Takuhe Bedepa crapblid MaHy paccKas3bplBasl JETSM Yy BECEIOrO OTHS JIETEHIBl U
CKa3KH, KOTOPBIE C YBICUEHUEM CIYIIAIN HE TOJBKO JETH, HO U B3POCIIBIE.

YT0 MOKHO pacckasaTh PO ATOrO cTapuka’?

Tonbko TO, 4YTO OH o0ONafan JIUHHBIMUA CEIAbIMM BOJOCaMH, JOOpPOM YIBIOKOW U
HEYHBIBAIOIIMM XaPAKTEPOM, HO BCE CUMTAJIM €r0 HEMHOTO YydaKOBarbiM, T. K. OH BEPHUJI, 4TO BCE
€ro pacckasbl — MPaBaa, U OYCHBb OOMKAJICS, KOTJIa €My TOBOPHIIH, YTO OHU JIUIIH BRITyMKa. Tak 1
CErofHs, Kak TOJbKO MaHy yCTpOHWJICS IMOYIOOHEEe B CBOEM KpECli€ C PE3HbIMU pPyYKaMH, €ro
OKpYXuJja peOaTHs, MPOoCcs paccKkazaTh KaKyl-HUOYIb CKa3Ky.

— Hsamromka Many, Hy asaromka MaHny. .. — Kpyuyaiv MaJjiblIllu.

— UYto Bam, pa36oitHuku? — Copocul OH CBOUM CKPHUITYYHUM T'OJIOCOM.

— Pacckaxu ckasky!

— Ckasky BaM... CKa3Ky... Hy CIyIIAUTE TOTJA. ..

JletTn paccenuch BOKPYr CTapvKa M BBDKHMAAIOLIE HA HEro nmocMorpenn. MM crano kasarecs,
4TO Jake Oypsi MOYTUXJIa, BCIYIIMBASICh B CJIOBA PaCCKa3yuKa.

— JlaBHBIM-/1aBHO, KOTJIa HU Bac, HU MEHsI eIlle He ObUIO Ha CBETE, KOTJa MOpe elle He 3HaJIO,
YTO TAKO€ IUNTOPM U OBLIO CIIOKOMHBIM M OE€3MSITEKHBIM, JKWJIM JIyXH MOpPS, KaK MBI UX ceidac
HazpiBaeM. O, 3To ObLT MOTYILECTBEHHBbIH Hapon. OHU XKUJIU NOJ BOAOW U OBUTM HACTOJBKO KE
OTNIaCHBIMU HACKOJIBKO Y MPEKPACHBIMU.



He myraiite ux ¢ pycankamu! Te coBceM He oOiafaiu phIOBMMHU XBOCTaMH, Jla W YelIyeu
TOXe... Bripouem, OHM MOTIIM HEMJIOXO TOBOPUTH HaJl BOAOW... He TO, 4TO 3TH neasHble PHIOKU-
pycanoyku!

Tax BoT... Torna emie He OAMH YEJIOBEK HE CMEIl 0€3 pa3pelleH s ITUX TyXOB CYHYThCS B BOJLY,
HE TO, YTO ceMyac.

A..., y ux uaps Owiia Jg04b, npuHilecca ThHa. DTO ObUIa MpeKpacHas JEBYILKA, BOUCTUHY
KEMUY)KHHA MoOpeil. Y Hee ObUIM JUIMHHBIE CUHUE BOJOCHI U OJeqHasl Koxka, a ee miaza... OHu
3aTATUBAJIA CBOEU KPACOTOM KaK CaMO MOpE.

Ee Bce mobOunu, odeperanu, U Bce MPOINAIH, HO ObLUIO OJHO MPABUIIO, KOTOPOE OHA HE UMeIa
mpaBa HapylaTh — 3TO BEIOMpATHCS Ha cymly. [IpaBaa 0e3 conmpoBokACHUS TONBKO. .. C moapyraMmu
K€ OHa 4YaCTEHbKO TaHIleBajia Ha Mopckom Oepery! WM, roBopsAT, 4To Aake HaBeabIBaiach B
OnM3IeXalmMii ropo Ha sipMapKy!

Korpa el mcnosHMIOCH MECTHAAUATh, TWHA OCaymajach OTLHOBCKOTO Haka3a M BhIIUIA Ha
oeper. OnHa. O, ecnu Obl TuHaA 3HaA, YTO ATO MOBJIEYET 3a COOOM, OHA Obl HUKOIJA JIa’KE€ U HE
nojaymMasia Obl O TAKOM MOCTYIIKE, HO, KAK TOBOPUTCS, €CTh TaKas Belllp, KaK Cyan0a...

Tuna BcTpeTuia Ha Oepery npuHIla JyxoB BeTpa, Bas, u BimroOunack B Hero. OH ouapoBai ee,
KaK TOJIKO MOT O4apOBaTh BOJHBI BETEP, a OHA €ro, KAK MOPCKHE NIYOMHBI O4apOBBIBAIOT MOPSKOB
Y BEUHBIX CTPAHHUKOB.

Heckonbko MecsilieB OHM KaXAyld HOYb BCTpEYAIHCh Ha Oepery, IMoKa OIHAaXKIbI 3a
MPUHIIECCON HE Tpociie/iniia ee Jydllas noapyra, u 3a00Tsack o TuHe He pacckasalia O TOM, YTO
yBujena napro. OHa xoresa moMo4b CBOEH moapyre, HO HA0OOOPOT BCE UCTIOPTHIIA.

Pa3zps3anacek BoitHa. B Hell moruOmnu nydire BOWHBI 000MX CTOpOH. B pemnaromnieM cpaxeHuw
noru6 Bo3mo0iaeHHbIN Tunsbl, Bail. [IpuHuecca Opocuiiack K HEMY, HO UbA-TO 0€3kKal0CTHAs pyKa
oOopBaia €e HUTh KHU3HH.

Torpa, BepBbIE, CHOKOMHOE MOPE MPUIILIO B IPOCTh, @ BETEP MOAYI C TAKOM CHUJIOMN, YTO JTaXKe
JEPEBbs BRIPHIBAIUCH C KOpHEM. OMHON OTPOMHOM BOJHOM HAaKphUIO 00a BOMCKA M YHECIIO B OKEaH.
C Tex mop Ha 3emiie OOJbIIe HUKTO HE BUJEI HU AYXOB MOps, HU JyXOB BeTpa. BoT u Bce, pebsTa.
Bor u Bce...

Korna Bce pasomuiics, MaHy oOparuia BHUMaHHE Ha MaJICHBKYIO JIEBOUYKY, OCTABIIyIOCS Ha
CBOEM MECTE.

— Yo ciyuunocs? CMOTpH, TE€OS yXKe KAET TBOS Mama.

Mamnpiika mojHsIa Ha CTapuKa CBOU MEYaJIbHBIC TJ1a3a.

— W Bce tak u 3axkoHumiiocs? IlpuHnecca ¢ npuniem ymepin? — Crnpocuiia JEBOYKA, 10
ATOTrO BCET/Ia MOJIYAIMBO CIIyIIABIIAs BCE paCCKa3bl cTapuka MaHy.

— Ilouemy xe? Jlronu roBOpsT, YTO UX MOKHO YBUJIETh BO BPEMS IITOpMA. DTU MTHOBEHHS
c4acThs UM nojapuia Beynocts... [IpocTo motoMy, 4uTo €if ObLIO kKajlb CBOUX JACTEH. ..

— DTO XOpOII. ..

— Yo x0potio?

— YT0 OHM BMmeECTE.

JleBouka ynpIOHYJIACh CTAPUKY U MTOOEXKaNa K BBIXOY, TJIE yXKE CTOsIa €€ MaMa.

[To3qHO HOYBIO, KOTZA BCE CIIAJIM, OHA THUXOHBKO IMOAOIUIA K OKHY M IOCMOTpeENa Ha
Oymiyromee Mope. Tam, cpeau BOJIH, B JIYHHOM CBETE TAHIIEBAJIU FOHOINA U JIEBYIIKA, 32 KOTOPHIX
BCTYNUJIACh BEYHOCTS. ..

(Kou-Jlana,



Mecsl cymepek, 20 1eHb HOYHON MIJIBI).

Kon peumna BOCIOJNB30BaTbCd COBETOM CBOEM CECTPhl M BCE-TAKUM HABENATbCS B
Nmneparopckyro OuOInoTeKy. YMHBIE COBETHI HEJIb3sl OCTaBIATh Oe3 BHMManus! Tem Oosnee, ecnu
OHU OKa3bIBAIOTCS K CTATH... O4EeHb-OUYEHB!

U pemenne co3peno ObICTPO... A 0 4eM JyMarb, €CJIM U TaK Bce AcHO? YTo Hajo0, HAAO0 UATH!
Taitkom. Housto. Korna Xpanurens HaBepHsika ciuT KpenkuMm cHoM! He 0e3 ux momonm, Ho... 3TO
*e He Tak BaxHO. [logymaenis, cHOTBOpHOE noackimanu! He orpaBunm xe!

[maBHOE — YBUAETh TaKH TOT caMblii ()OJTMAHT O I[BETaX-XpU3aHTEMaX. A TO — XOTb IIay!
Bce uTo-To 3Ha10T 00 3THX 3Hakax Mneparopckoro BHUMaHusA, a Kon — moytu Hu4ero. ..

N Kopu 31ech Obiia HE MOMOUMHHUIA... [IoTOMy 4TO 0 MHOTOM Jake U HE J0TajbIBajiach...
XOTb U SBISUIACH KUTCYHE, IIPUYEM, HE CAMOTO TMOCIEIHETO poa!

Hy, kTO0 MoOr eil ckaszarb, 4YTO JKE€JTas C CHUHEBATOM CEPALIEBUHOW XpU3aHTEMa 3TO
NpUIVIAlIEHUE BBIMUTH YaIlleuKy 4dasi? A COBCEM He OOBSBIECHHUE HEYIOBOJIBCTBUS U JAXKE JIOTOU
HEHABUCTH 10 OTHOIICHUIO K JAPUTEII0, KAK CUATAJIM MHOTHE?

N 4ro sipko po3oBasi, Jaxe HEMHOTO (ProJIeTOBass — MPOCTO MOXKEJIAHUE TPUATHOTO Beuepa, a
HE 0OBSBIICHHE O TOM, UTO y €e My)ka mosiBunachk paBoputka?! Jla 3a Takoe oHa cama OblI ero yousna
Y HE mocMOoTpena, 4yTo oH Mmnepartop u kutcyHe!

Ho... Tyt y Hudero He nmonwuiienb. Becero 06 immeparope u ero pose He 3HaAJ JaXe ee s/
— Kacymu-10oHO. A yX OH-TO CITy’KHJI BO JJBOPIIE C CAMOTO pOkaAeHUs Bnaabiku!

Bot u mpumuiock AeBylikam o0jadaTbCsli B YEPHBIE KOCTIOMBI Jla 3apydarbCsl MOMJIEPIKKON
coOctBeHHbIX cTpaxei! Kakux cun wum 310 crouno! Keprs! IlpsmMo HeMbICIUMBIX!
HeBo3mMoxHbIX... [IpsiMo cepaiie KpoBbO 00IMBaIOCH!

Hecuactaou Jlage, BaOpyr BCIIOMHHUBIICH HACTaBJICHUSA AParolueHHON HSHIONMIKM, TPHUIILIOCE
IOYTH LEJbIA JACHb MpoBeCTH HAa KyxHe! 3a rorokoi! Iloromy 4To 'myTh K cepauny MYKYUHBI
JISKUT Yepe3 ero KeayI0K. ITO K€ OTHOCUTCS M K Mojlyanuio!'. BoT Tak BOT.

A ciyxu... beBaet. I[loroopsaT u ycnokositcs! Mano nu! Moxer Kon noManHux nmupox KoB
3axoTenock! Benp 31ech-To Takux He nekyT... CoBcem-coBceM. [loToMy 4TO penenTa HeT. ..

Tak BOT cTpa)kam C MOMOIIBIO JIOJITUX YTOBOPOB ObUTM CKOPMJIEHBI aXK JIBa Ta3WKa MUPOKKOB
paszMepoM ¢ xopoiiyto 6aaeiiky. C YepHUKON, MaJTWHOM, KaIlyCTOH, IaBeIeM, KapTOIIKOWM U MHOTO
ene yeM Apyrum. He MeHee BKYCHBIM... A y)K KakOW apoMar CTOsUI B TOT JIeHb Ha KyxHe! Kak
BCIIOMHMUIIIb — CIIFOHKH TEKYT!

Ho mens — pocturayra! OObeBmmecs W JOBOJBHBIC CTPaKM cormacuiauch Ha Bce! Jlake
IOKapaylIuTh UX y IBEPEHM KHUTOXpaHWIMI... M ecnu Hago — ycemuTh €ro XpaHurtens. Yem
NEBYIIKHU U BOCIIOJIb30BAJIUCH. ..

N nostomy-to Kopu ¢ Kom ceifuac THXOHBKO KpaJliCh MO 3ajaM OUOIMOTEKH B MOMCKAX
HEOOXOIMMOM KHHUTH, CTapaTesIbHO 00XO/s BCSIKME CKaMEeUuKH, BA30UYKU W MOAyIIeukd. Bo Bcskom
cllydae, OHU HAJIesUTMCh Ha TO, YTO LUK TUXO... Ho OiaxkeH kTo Bepyer!

— Jla 410 BBI KaK CJIOH-TO TOIIAeTe, TocIoxa?!

Kou ot 3TOr0 nomymenora-noiayoKpHUKa 4yTh HE CBaJWJIa Ha ITOJ CTApUHHYIO Ba3y. Henb3s xe
TaK MyraTh!

— W auyero He Tomaro... [IpocTo 3T0 y T€OsI CIIyX CIAUIIKOM OCTPBIH. . .

— A y Bac oH BooO1e orcyrerByeT! Tee! [lpsubTecs. ..

Yto camoro HeymnoOHOro B TakuX BbUIa3Kax? Kpome monHOro oTcyrcTBHsi CBeTa, HAIUMYHS
CTPAHHBIX MPUCIIOCOOJICHUM I OTKPBITUS 3aMKOB, KOTOPbIE OOJIbIIIE BCErO MOXOAWINA Ha OpYAUs



MBITOK, 1 OTPAHUYEHHOCTHU BO BpeMeHHU? TolbKo TO, 4TO T€Os BCErja MOoryT noiMars... Te, Koro B
ATy HOYb 3aMy4ria OeccoHHMIIA. .. [1o TOM ke mpHuUnHE.

— Bor namocts, rocmoxa! Takoro gaxe s He oxkunana! He 3akpeiTas OumOnmoTeka, a
MPOXOTHOM ABOP KAKOU-TO!

B mape MeTpoB OT HUX CUJEN, YBICYEHHO YTKHYBIIMCH B KaKYIO-TO CTapyl KHUTY, KUTCYHE.
CoBcem eme maneHbkuid. Jlaxke cta jer-to He pa3MmeHsBumii! 1 abcontoTHO He oOpaiaronmy
BHUMAaHHE Ha TO, YTO TBOPUTHCS BOKPYT HETO... A Ha €ro Mecte — HaJo Obl!

— UTo MeHs BCerja mopaxaino B CBOMX COOpaThsX, TOCMOXKa, TaK 3TO TO, YTO IO JJOCTHKEHUU
BBITIOJTHEHHOM IIEIM MOJIOAOE IOKOJICHHWE HAaYyucTO 3a0piBaeT 000 BceM Ha cBere... Ciymaid,
HECUYACTHBIN, YTO THI TYT CUIUIIL? A 3a0bUT 4YETO-TO?

Masbin B3IpoTHYNT U 0OEpHYIICS, HEUAasTHHO 3aJI€B CTEJUIAXK C KHUTAMH... XOpOIO XOTh HE
cBanwi1! Ho 1 moAHATOrO Iyma — XBaTHJIO BIIOJIHE. ..

— Twuxo, uauot! Bero cTpaxy nepedyauin!

Xotst BOT mocieansis gppaza siBHO ObLIa JulHEH... CTpaku-To METUKOM U MOJTHOCTHIO B ATY
HOYb OBLIM Ha CTOPOHE JIEBYIIIEK!

Kopu Bo3mymanace. lllunena. Beipaxkana u cppeiBaja CBOKO HEPBO3HOCTh U 3JIOCTh HA 3TOM...
pebenke. A Kon Momuana u HaOmromana. 3a ero mMoBEICHUEM, CMYIICHHBIM BHJIOM M 3aKYIIICHHOU
ryooii. O ke Huyero mioxoro He xoten! Ilpocto... IIpocTo yk OY€Hb XOTEIOCHh 3Ty KHHUTY
nountarb! A TO, 3aBTpa XpaHUTEIb €ro HE MYCTUT ctoaa... U mocne3aBrpa toxe! [loroMmy uTo no
€ro MHEHHMIO 3TOT MaJIbIII CIMIIKOM FPOMKO CETOMIHS AHEM IIIyMes B 3ajaX OMOIMOTEKH. A 3HAYUT
— €ro HaJI0 Haka3aTh. OTIIy4YeHUEM OT BCEX 3TUX COKPOBUII Ha ABE Heaenu. Llenbix nBe Henenn!

— Tume, Kopu. Ha TBou Kpuku cTpaxa cCOEKHUTCS elle ObICTpee, 4YeM Ha €ro MOJIYaHue...
[loTomy 4TO pemat, 4To HaM ¢ TOOOW UTO-TO YrPOKAET.

Yuuce yATare MEXIY CTPOK, TaK KOrAa-TO ckaszanu Jlame, mepen TeMm, Kak OTIPABUTH B
Nmnepuro. Iloromy 4to 3mech 310 BaxHO... OdeHb. [[oTOMy, 4TO OT 3TOro 3a4acTyrO0 3/ECE
3aBUCHUT HE TOJBKO KU3Hb, HO U CyJ0a BCEro poja...

— IlouemMy ThI 31€Ch CUAUIIIb, MAJICHBKHM ?

JleTu OHU BE3JI€ OCTAIOTCS JETbMU. BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH OT packl U Tpaauuuii... OHU UX MPOCTC
ele He BhIyduiu... VM ellie He OOBSICHUIIM, YTO OPKU — BOPBI, THOMBI — MacTepa rop, a JpaKkoOHbI
— COIO3HMKH... JIronm *ke... COBCeM He CTOAT X BHUMaHusA. Jlaxxe Mmanon kanenbku ero! Iloromy
YTO COBCEM HHYero He moryT u He ymeror! Iloromy uto ciaumkom cnaOwie... Iloromy yto —
HEI0CTONHBL.

— Kak 1e0s 30ByT?

— 4 mpocTo... KHUKKY XOTel... AouuTarb... ['ocmoxa! Sl He clmemanm HUYEro mioxoro!
[IpaBna! He roBopute, noxaiyiicra, 4To... 4... f... IPOCTO...

Oka3pIBaeTcA JIraTh ’TUX MAJIIEHBKUX JIETEN-KUTCYHE TOXKE ydar. Tak e Kak U HE JOBEPSATH
HUKOMY. J[axe coOcTBeHHOM TeHHU. [I0TOMY UTO M OHA MOXKET OKa3aThCA MPEAATENEM. ..

W ipocTo 3TOT pedbeHok — apyroi? He Takoit kak Bce...

Kopu momuana. Eil Hedero Obuto cka3arb. IIpocTo... COMIIKOM Mallo OHa €lle 3Haja CBOKO
rocnoxy... He nonnmana ee. 3aqacryro.

— Xopomo. He ckaxy.

N cronbko pamoctu! CyacTes BAPYr 3aljeCcKalioCh B MOYTH YEPHBIX, MOX0KUX HA TEMHBIE
canupsl, mazax! M XBOCTHK, COBCEM ellle MalleHbKUM, HO A0 Oe3yMHs MyHMIMCTBINA, MepecTal
oOpedyeHHO BuceTh! OXKuil, 3aKpyKUIICS. ..

— I'ocrnioxa, BbI CIIMIIKOM MSATKOCEP/ICUHBI.



Ha, Kopu. Jla! Ho ee takoit Bocnutanu. Beipactunu. U yxe mo3nHo meHsATbes. Tem Ooree
4yTO Ha Jerer Jlaa HUKOorIa He MOrjia CEPAUTHLCS. Y HEE 3TOr0 MPOCTO HE MOIYy4aIoCh. ..

— A BBL...

BoJsbmie kuur Ha caiite — Knigolub.net

Cmenmoit! SIcHO, 4TO 3TOT MaybIl yX€ JABHO 3aMETUJI OTCYTCTBME XBOCTa W YIIEH Y
CITYTHHUIIBI 3TONH HEMHOTO IIYMHOM JUCHI... A crpocuTh — Ooutcs. [loToMy 4TO €TUHCTBEHHBIN
yenoBek B mniepun — xena ero Bimaasiku. Ero Benmmkoro u Myaporo Mmneparopa, KOTOpbIN BCe-
Bce 3HaeT! Ml HuKorjga He OOUIUT TOTO, KOTO HE HAJIO. ..

Ho ecim 510 — 0Ha, TO uTO Aenaet 3aech? Jla eie Houbro?

— VYry. Sl u Bopsmp — Jlaga, KoTopas B JeHb CBOel cBaabObl monyuuia ums [lepBoit
Nmnepatpuibl. Tak, 9To0... MHE OYEHb MIPUATHO MO3HAKOMHUTHCS C TOOOM. ..

— A... Xukapy, rocioxa! 13 CosmHeunoro poja...

CunaBHbI pon cinyxurteneil xpama. [IoToMy 4TO CIMIIKOM MYOpbI €r0 AETH JJI1 BOMHBI WU
outB. I[loToMy 4TO HE HYKHa UM CYETHOCTh 3TOro Mmwupa. IloToMy 4ro mIymMy yiuI[ OHHU
MPENOYUTAIOT TUIIIMHY COOCTBEHHBIX MTOKOEB. ..

A ele TOTOMY, YTO COBCEM HE YMEIOT JraTh. Kak Bce.

A YIIIKY U MaJblilia ¥ BIPAMb 30JI0TUCTBIC, & OJCSIHUSI — OeTbIe.

— Tak BoT, XuKapy, Thl )K€ HaBEpHSKA 3HACUIb BCE KHUTOXPAHWIMUIIE, KAaK CBOU IISTh
nanbiieB? S He onmmbaroch?

Cxkonpko ropaoctu! U BrpsmMb — 3HaeT. [{axke To, 4yero He JOJKEH ObUT ObL... XOTs 3TO YK
KaK MOCMOTPETh... JIMIHUN TallHBIN X071, KOTOPHIH M3BECTEH TOJBKO TeOe KOrma-HUOYIh MOXKET
npuroautbest! A To u — cnactu! Ot ctpororo XpaHurens. . .

— Koneuno! Byone 1 nonepek, rocroxa.

Kopu yneiOHynace. Kaxercs, ona 3HaeT, uro 3agymana ee cectpa! M 3to — renuansHo! JKanb
TOJBKO, YTO caMa HE CMOIJa 3amIsiHyTh Tak TIyooko... [Ipocuurtars. Xots, ckopee Bcero, Kou
NEWCTBOBAJIA MO HAWTUIO. [IpocTO mMOTOMY, YTO €M MOHPABUIICS 3TOT NYXJICHBKHN W CMEMIHOU
Manbuniika u3 Conaeynoro poaa! M oHa xorena cienatb eMy OPUATHOE. .. TOJIBKO U BCETO.

— Toraa T HE poBOIUIIL Hac K MmmieparopckoMy otaeny OMOIMOTeKu? A TO Mbl HEMHOTO
3a0JTyTMITHCB. . .

OTO CIUIIKOM MSTKO ckazaHo — 3abmymuuck! Ilotepsimucs! Ilpomanu! Jlopory obparHo
3a0b01H! 1 BOOOIIIE — OMOIMOTEKa HACTOIBLKO OTPOMHAs, YTO MO HEN-TO Jlake caM Brajbika XonuT
TOJIBKO B COINPOBOXJACHUHU XpaHutens! XoTs eMy-TO TO, YTO CIYYUJIOCh C UX KOMIAHUEU — HE
rpo3ut. BooOire.

— Jla Tyt 6mausko coBceMm! Ilapy 3a10B Bcero mpoiTu u Bee!

W ymuancs Bmepen, moka3biBasi 3TON JOOpOi JKEHIIMHE, OHA Bellb 00€Iaia He BhIIABaTh €r0
XpaHuteno OMONMOTEKH, BEpHYIO Jopory! A eme OH MOXET paccka3zaTh €l 4YTOo-HUOYIb...
HNutepecHoe. U ObITH MOXKET, TOJIBKO MOXKET, yciblarh ee cmex! HaBepHsika OH OueHb KpacHUBBIii!
N noxoxx Ha MamuH... M BooOme xeHa ero Mmmeparopa o4deHb TMOXOXKa Ha €ro JOOHUMOIO
MaMouky! Takas xe... HexxHasa. U kpacuBad. MoxeT, TOJNBKO 4yTh-uyTh noxyxe! Ho Bce-paBHO —
OYE€Hb Y OYEHb MuUJIas!

A Kopu Tonpko Kayana roiaoBo. BoT u enie ogHO cepale IepKUT B CBOUX PYKax €€ TOCHoXKa.
Jla xakoe manenbkoe! Ho... He nipemact 310 cepaeuko ee. He cMmoxeT. [loToMy 4TO OyAeT KUTH B
naMmsTH clelaHHoe no0po. Takoe penkoe 3aech, U MOITOMY Heusmepumo moporoe! Iloutu
OeclIieHHOE. . .

— Bort 31ecs! A 4uro Bel nnimre? Toxe kHUrY, na?
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JlorammBeiii kakoit! 1 myctperii. Bee xouet 3Hars. Bee mompo6oBars. M mali emy TOJIBKO
BOJIF0 — YaCaMU HE 3aMOJIKHET, IOKA HE PACCKAXKET UCTOPUIO HE TOJIBKO CBOKO, HO M BCETO poAa, a
MOJKET, €IlIe U HEKOTOPBIX IPYTUX.

— Ha. IIpo UmniepaTopckue xpuzanteMsl. [ToMmoxens?

Ho camoe mnaBHOe Tenepb — OTKPBITh BBICOKHE AYOOBBIE JBEPH... OT KOTOPHIX KIKOU €CTh
Tonbko y Brnaasiku na Xpanutens... M eme — Kowu. IIpocto moTomy, 4To cymena BBITOProOBaTh.

[lycth ¥ ONHOPa30BbI, HO — KJIIOY, KOTOPBIA Cpa3y K€ pacTBOPHIICS Oelecoil JBIMKOHM, Kak
OTKPBUIMCH CTBOPKH JIBEPEM. . .

N 3akumnena pabora! PaccBer ckopo, a kHur — MHoro! M He ¢dakrt, 4ro ygaua um
yABIOHETCH. ..

HNmnieparop ke o NpUMEPY CBOMX CTPaX)EW HACIAXKIAICA MUPOKKAMHU, KOTOPBIE UCIIEKIIA €TO
xeHa. A uro? Kimrounk-to el HyxeH Obut! X0Tst Obl U TaKOM. .. EqUHUYHBIA.

A TO, 4TO 3TO BCE€ MOKHO OBUIO Ha3BaTh OOBIKHOBEHHOM B3SITKOH, TO... 3TO AEJIO TOJBKO €r0,
1 HUYbe Oouibinie! OH ke He 30JI0TOM Opaj U JiparolleHHbIMU KaMHsiMH! Ja U XpaHumuiie B 001ieM-
To — ero. Kak u Heobxonumas Jlane kuura.

[Tycts. EMy He >kasiko. 3Ha4eHHUs] IBETOB OH U TaK BCE 3HAET, a €ro >KCHE JIMIIHUE 3HAHUS
TOJIBKO Ha TM0Jb3y. bombine y3Haens — 1enee Oyaenn!

A Xpanurens... Hy IOKpUYUT, MOMMNUT, MOCTOHET Ja U YCHOKOUTCS. JIeT uepe3 nBaanarb-
tpuauars. Eme Obl! MMmneparopckyro Oubnuorexy ooBopoBanu! M ykpanu oguH U3 IEHHEUIMX
dbonuanToB! Kak Takoe Tosibko Bo3MoxkHO! Kyna cTpaxa risigenal

A BOT 3T0 — sicHee sicHOTO... EMy. [loToMy Kak 3Ta camas cTpaxka Toke ObUia OJAKYIICHA. . .
TaKUM € U30IPEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM, Kak U OH. I cMoTpena coBceM He Tyaa — Kyda €d Mo JI0Ary
CITyO0bI Ha/10 ObI ObLIO!

Bnpouem, NUpoXKH U BIPSIMb HA TUBO XOPOUIH. .. U CTOAT TAKUX MAJICHBKUX Ka3yCOB.

— He 1o... U310 HE TO... 1 310! boruns, ga 3/1eCh COTHU KHMUT!

Kopu omnsate 3nunack. [loroMy 4To cTponTuBas U Takas HEOOXOAUMasi UM KHUXKKA HUKaK He
xoTena HaxoauThesa. CoBceM. A 3TO HaBeBaJIO TPYCTh... CoHIIe-TO BOT-BOT BCTaHET!

— He Bo3mymaiica! Jlydie — umm.

A Kou coBceMm He BOJHOBAJIM HU COJHIIE, HU CKOPBIM MPUXOI XPaHUTENs, HU HCTEKaoIee
BpeMsi... Benp 31ech cTonbko Bcero nuHTepecHoro! Uto oHa v moyuTars Obl HE OTKA3alach... Kak-
HUOY/Ib BEYEPKOM Ha JOCYTE. ..

— A 5 KaXXeTCsl — Halllell. ..

N MuroMm 3a0BITHI M 37I0CTh, U MEUTHI, U Tepenanku... Heyxkenn HakKoHEN-TO yaada UM
ynbiOHynack?! CHU30M1DIA 10 HUX... [IpoTsHyna pyKy TOMOIIM. . .

— Oma!

Cia)xeHHBIN XOp U PaJIOCTHBIA CMEX, KOTOPOro OYEHb JIOJTO HE CIBIAIN 3TH cTeHbl. Hanuu!
Yynom! Ho 3T0 — nyctsaku. .. ['maBHoe — aeno caenano! Kuura y Hux!

A Xwukapy — cusn! Kak manenpkoe connpmuko! Beap 310 — ero 3acmyra! OH momor...
Bnpouem, emy 3T0 ObLJIO COBCEM HE TPYAHO... [loToMy uTO ecinu rocrioxa Kou ynbibaercs, To U OH
MOXeT ObITh cuacTiuB! [IoTOMy 4TO OH MOKET Ha3bIBaTh €€ CBOMM APYrom... Bo BcAkoM ciydae
— OH HAJESJICA Ha TO, YTO MOXKET.

— Jlait s Tebs mouenyto, Mo Xopoumi! IloToMy 4Tto 3TO BCce ToOJIbKO Ojnaromapsi Tede!
YMHNIa Moit!



— Ho NUmmneparop...

— Ilycts! He xBaTano emy ellie MEHs K JIETSIM PEBHOBATh! Y HEro 4To — JApYyrux Aea HeT?
— EcTbh, KOHEUYHO k€, HO...

A yrpom Ummneputo xnan ckangan! I'pananosnsii! Jaxe 3armuBumii cBaas0y Umneparopa!
WM BBIKpyTAaCHI €10 KEHBHL... M... 1 MHOTO emle 4ero.

B xauroxpanunuiue Bianeiku Bnesznn Bopbl! YkpaneHsl penuaiinme kauru! 'Mmneparopckas
xpuzantema. [lonublii cOopHUK 3HaYeHu'. '[[peBHUE cKa3aHUsSI U JIETEH]Ibl 3alMCAHHBIE CO CJIOB
Nmneparpuust Kou'. "Tpaguiiuu, oopsasl u npa3gauku Pamyxxaoit Umnepun'. 1 MmHOTHE, MHOTHE
IpYyTHE. ..

Kommap!

Ho Tonpko 310 coBCceEM HE BOITHOBAJIO caMOoro MmMmeparopa, moToMy 4TO OH 3HAJI, UTO BCE ITHU
peayaiiiime u ApeBHelme (PoIuanThl XpaHATCs TENEPh B KOMHATE €r0 CYMpYIH. ..

TI'nasa 7

Musnocepaue... OHO HE U3BECTHO MHOTOXBOCTbIM. OHH €ro mnpocto He 3HarT. He Hanmenwnite
ux boruHs uMm. Bripouem, Kak 1 MHOTHE IPYTHUE PACHI.

OtoOpanu uyBcTBa... [logapunu noutu GeccMmepTue. ..

Onbdbl HE 3HAIOT pajgocTu. J(uMKoW, MbsHSIEH, cBOMANIECH ¢ yMma... OHU HIIYT TapMOHMUIO.
YectryroT ee. BocxBamsaroT. U B 3TOM rapMOHUH HET MECTa CUJIBHBIM YyBCTBaM. [IpocTo HET.

Mopckue XKdATenn HE YMEKT MeuTarb... [ pycTHO. Mup rpe3 W CHOB 3aKpbIT Ui HHUX.
Hageuno. Unu net? He 3Haro.

Mory4dne xo3sieBa rop >KUBYT 0€3 OT4asiHbsl M TpycTH. MOXKET 3TO W HE IIJI0X0, HO... 3TO
3HAYUT, YTO MaMSITh HUYETO HE pa30ynuT B UX KaMEHHBIX cepanax. OHU He OyIyT yIbloaThCsl TOMY,
YTO OBUIO U MPOIUIO. YJIBIOATHCS CYACTINBOU TPYCTHIO. ..

OrueHHble Tocmofila HEOeC M OTHs, CJIAJAKOroyiochle (PeHUKCHI, HEe 0osATCs onuHodecTBa. OHU
BCET/Ia )KUBYT 10 OfInHOYKE. TOCKJINBO. Pa3Be MOXHO OBITh COBEPIICHHO U a0COTIOTHO OJUHOKUM ?
Henp3d... 310 601BHO.

JlpakoHBI kK€ HE 3HAIOT HeHaBuUCTH. VM, HaBepHoe, moBe3no Oonbinme Bcex. He ymeTs
HEHaBUJETh. XOTeNa Obl s BCTPETUTHCS C ATUM JIMBHBIM HapoaoM... MHe ObUIO Obl ueMy y HUX
ITOYYHUTHCS.

JIronu xke... Mbl )kuBEM 4yBCTBaMu U 3MouusiMU. Mbl otgaemcs uMm. Bee. bes ocrarka. 1 o1
ATOrO €eIle OOJIbIlIE I[EHUM OTBEJACHHOE HaM BpeMs Ku3HU. OHO KOpOTKO... HaM He KUTh BEUHO.
He cmoTpets Thicsiuu JieT Ha 3TOT Mup. Ha Hebo ¢ Thicsiuamu 3Be31. Ha mymsinme OypHbie pexu. He
M3YMPYIHbIC BEKOBBIEC 1epeBbs. [10JIeBbIE IIBETHI. ..

He nano »to mam. OOpeneHbl MBI BEUHOM »KHU3HBIO. [loutm BeyHoil. Ho or »TOro ™Mb
CTAaHOBUMCSI TOJIBKO CUJIbHEE. [I0TOMy 4YTO HaM MPUXOAUTHCS OOPOTHCS 3a KaXKIbld MHUI 3TOU
*u3HU. BeipeiBath ero y Cyns0s1 1 Beunoctu. [Toromy uto nnade — xonerl. [lotromy uto nHaue —
Tpona be3 Bo3spara.

A 4TO MOKET OBITh XYK€ JINIIMTHCS BO3MOKHOCTH Ha Bo3poxaenue?



(Kou-Jlana,
MecHI] CyMepeK, 23 A1€Hb HOYHON MIJIBI).

Hpyx0a kak 3aBs3biBaeTcs? Koneuno sxe — ciydaitno! A6comtoTHo! Torja, Korja ee MeHbIIe
BCEr0 >KJellb... M dalie Bcero B ciiydae KakKoW-JIMOO OIUIOMIHOCTH WJIM Ka3yCHOW CHUTYalluu...
['mynoit u mo-uzaee noutu HeBo3MoOxkHOU! Korma ¢ TeOd mOMUMO BOJM CIIETAIOT BCE MACKH,
BBIITYCKAasi HA BOJIKO TBOK HMCTHHHYIO CYIHOCTh... HO KUTCyHEe HE HACTYyHarOT HA OJHU U TE XK€
rpabau — aBakael. mm — HeT?

— Her, uto 3a HamocTh?!!! BpriBarbes k Oe33anmmTHOM nesymke!! B ee komuarel! Jla 6e3
cTyKa!

Kowu 6ni1a B mypHoMm HacTpoeHuu. Her, He Tak. B 3mo6HOM. U )xaxaymem mectu! Crpamnmon
U xecTokou! Yike HECKOJILKO JHEN KaK.

A kT0 B 3TOM ObUT BUHOBAT? [IpaBusibHO — ee aparoueHHbId cynpyr. Co CBOUMHU BbI30BAMMU-
uBeTamMu. TO HOBOCTAMU €My NOAETUTHCA HE C KEM, TO UTPY B IO CHITPaTh, TO YaHKY BBITUTh. ..

A TyT CcTpax... Tak BOBpPEMS BOLIEI B KOMHATy, 4TO W CKa3arb Helb3s! CloBOM, IIIOXO€
HACTPOCHUE YIETYYMBAJIOCh C (PEHOMEHAJbHOW CKOPOCTHIO. A HaJ0-TO BCErO JUIIb HEMHOIO
nokpuyarh... CoycTuTh map. A HE TO, BCE NMIIKKA JIOCTAJIUCh Obl €€ MYXYy. A 3TO UpeBaro
MMOCJIEICTBUAMMU. .. I Tonbko bornusg 3naet kakumu!

Kopu prinana ot cMexa. XoTs, KUTCyHE, B IPUHLIMIIE, HE CITIOCOOHBI Ha Takue noasurd. Ho...
BCE OBbIBACT BIEPBbIC. YK 00JIbHO 3a0aBHO CMOTPEJICS HECUACTHBIN CTpa)x C MPUXKATHIMU K TOJIOBE
yIIAMU U CMYIICHHO NOAEpruBaronmMMucs xgoctamu! A Beap oH — »iutal M coBceM He JOIKEH
oostecs moaeit! M ocobenno — Kou. Ona Beap He UMnepaTpuiia!

A caM BHHOBHUK II€pENOiOXa HE 3Hal, Kyga emy cupsrarecd. Tak omiomars! A Beap OH
BCETO-TO XOTEN AOoCTaBuTh nocinanue Mmmneparopa! JInunoe! I'ocnoxke Kou! A Tyr... Takoe.

— Jlagno, ctpaganen... Ta u ObITh. [Ipomnty. ['oBopu ¢ uem npuiLel.

['ocnoka cMeHUIa THEB HAa MUJIOCTh. 3a4eM ellle OoJibllie BrOHSITh B KPAacKy CBOIO OXpaHy?
EMy u Tak nmocTaHeTcsi, ecii HE OT CBOMX COpPAaTHUKOB, TaK OT €€ Myxka. Bo m30exxaHue, Tak
CKasarb, MOBTOpa MoJ0OHOr0 Kaszyca... Bmpeap crydarh OydeT mepei TeM Kak BOUTH. XOTA...
TAKOE€ YK€ CIIy4aJoCh... Tak 4To, HaBepHAKA, BCE MOBTOPUTHCA. iu HeT.

— Bawm niuceMo. ..

— Scno. UTo TaM MoeMy MYyXy OT ME€Hs OTpeO0BaIOCh HA 3TOT pa3?

[{BeTH! 1 TChbMa CTAJU MOYTH pUTyasioM. Brpodem, oHr UM U Obutn. TOJNBKO C €r0 CTOPOHBI
9TO OBLTM XpU3AHTEMBI, a C €€ OObIuHbBIE MmoJieBbie. [IpocTo MOTOMY, YTO y €€ Hapoaa TOXE €CTh
CBOM A3BIK 3HAKOB U Nociianuii. M rpex uM 371ech HE TOMOIb30BaThCS !

— Onsars BeTpeya... K cyacteio, JHEM. ..

Kopu xMbIKHYIa, YIOBUB B TOJIOCE CBOEH rOCIOkU OyHTapcKue HOTKH. UTo-TO OyneT. ..

— Tak. Kak Te0s 30ByT?

JlaBanJOBBIE IVIa3a 3aUHTEPECOBAHO OJIeCHYIH... MHTEepecHO, Kakoro poja €€ OXpaHHUK.
Ceromassmmui. [IoTOMy YTO CIMIIKOM yXX 4YacTo CTaja OHAa €ro BHACTh... Jla M BEXKIMBOCTH
Tpedyer... OH-TO ee UMs 3HAET, a oHa ero — Het! Hemopsmok.

— Musy, rocroxa.

Jlazypubiii. Bogsaeie kutcyHe. J{OBOJBbHO MaJIOUHUCIICHHBIA PO, HO OTHIONb HE CIAOBIH...
Bounsl. Bee, 6e3 uckitoueHus. A eme — MoperuiaBarend. ['oBopsAT, 4TO eclid Xouellb HaWTu
Jy4IIIero KarmuTaHa, To CTyIai 3a momoIpio kK HuM. He onmbenincs. . .



N y Hux Bpojie, ocTancsa BCEro OMH HACJIEIHUK. . .

— Ilogok 1 MUHYTKY.

3amypmana Oymara. TOHKMM y30pOM JIETIM Ha HEEe TMOJyHOYHO-4YepHble uepHuia. U
¢buHaNIBHBIM WITpUXOM cTaja ¢uosneToBas JjeHTouka. ToneHpkas. Iloutm mayrunka. C
MPUBSI3aHHBIM K Hel 1BeTkoM. Hezalynkoii, KoTopyro ycinykiuBo nogaina Kopu, moranapmasics o
cMbicie oTBeTa. [1o skecTaM U ynbIOKe. A eIe — yepTUKaMm, IJISIIYIIMM B JIABaHOBBIX Ii1a3ax.

— DJT0 nepenaumb MoeMy MyxKy. 13 pyk B pyku!

— Jla.

— Momoaen. A MBI TYJISITh!

[MTok. Kak xe Tak?! Bens... Benb. ..

— Ho rocnoxa! Beas Umnieparop. ..

Xwutpas yneioka. He Bcerna e et )xuth o uykum npasuiiam? Ilopa BBoguTh U cBou. UTOOHKI
KUTb CTAJI0 HEMHOTO UHTEPECHEN.

— A 4 pa3Be ckazajia, YTO yJOCTOK €ro CBOMM IPUCYTCTBUEM?

N B3METHYIHUCH M€Xa BMECTE C UCKPSIIMMCS IICJIKOM... BpOCHJINCh BOH W3 KOMHAT JICBYILKH.
Tyna, Ha Boto! 3a BopoTa IBopIaA. ..

U Tuxuii menot ObUT UM HAITyTCTBHEM. ..

— Cymacmenmme. . .

[Tucemo ObuIO0 moctaBieHo. C HEOOJIBIIMM oOmo3AaHueM. POBHO TakuM, KakuM HaJo0 ObUIO
nesymikam. Kak pa3 4ToObl J00parhCsi 10 BOPOT M BBIUTH 3a HUX. M cmemarbcst ¢ TOJIOM.
3aTepsaThes cpeau npoxoxux. [loTepsaTbes B EPEIIETEHUH YIIHIL.

N tenepp — unm BeTpa B nose! Haigenms, HO HE CBSKENb M HE cxBaThllb. [loTomMy Kak Tam
OH CBOOOJEH.

COBEeTHUKM W YMHOBHUKH ObUTH BO3MYIeHbI! PasrueBansl! UTo 3Ta yenoBeueckas JEBYOHKA
cebe nmo3BossieT?! Otkaszats Bnagsike! Hempbiciumo. .. HeBo3zmoskHo... Ho ecTh.

A cam Brnagpika Buaen uyth Oombiie apyrux. Camyro Manocts. M 3Ta ManocTh cBeTHIAChH I
ra3zax ero BBIBIIIET'O crtpaxa, n6o nmpeaan oH ObUT TEMEPh TOJBKO ero »x)eHe. be3pasaenbHo. [«
nocjeaHero B3uoxa. Yem ke oHa ero Tak npoHsuia? Ho mycTs mydine OyJeT Tax...

VY Hee Toxe noibkHA ObITh 3anmrta. Jlaxke Takas cinabeHbkas. /la U eMy Bce-Taku 4YyTE
nocnokorMHeu... I TeHsiMm — Toxke. A TO OHU YK€ KalloBaThCs Hauau. MoJ ux 3a/1a4ya 3alMInarh
cBoero Biaapiky, a He ero xeHy!

['nymble. ..

N eme ogHa ManocTh BbI3BaJIa YIBIOKY HANomoJiaMm ¢ HeA0BOJIbCTBOM. L[BeTok ee poaunbl. C
MaJICHbKUMU ToJyObIMH JenecTkaMu. HeBooOpasumo xpynkuid. Hexupnii. .. [IpuBs3aHHbIi K JTHUCT)
nepraMeHTa TOHKOH JIEeHTON. A Ha HEM JI0 y)Kaca KOpsiBble HepOrIU(bI CKIaAbIBATUCH B CJIOBA. ..

— Xu MeHs, u s, ObITh MOXET, BEPHYCb. ..

Jlerkas Hacmenika. ToHkoe mpenynpexzacHue. [loutn He 3aMeTHOE I APYrMX, HO OTHEM
ObIOIIIee 110 €r0 HEpBaM M YyBCTBaM.

'Ilycth 1 1 Bama X€Ha, ¥ Bbl MOXKETE MOCAIUTh MEHS B KJIETKY, KAK Y MEHA JIOMa CaXKarT B
KJIETKM COJIOBBEB, HO MTOJIOOHO UM TETh IO BallleMY KeJaHuIo 51 He Oyny. S Bama. 1 B TO ke Bpems
— HUYBSA'.

JlaBku. Ynouku. Marazunsl. I HenoBepuuBbIE B3IVIAMbI, NpOKUTraromme cnuny. [Ipespenue,
CKPBITOE 32 MackaMH. BekoBasi HEHaBUCTh, HEXKEIAIOIIAS] YXOJIUTh B IIPOLLIOE.



[emnor, memnot, menoT... HegoBonsHbii. Ocyxaatonmii. He ee. A cBoero Mmneparopa. Ho o
3TOro — He Jjerye. Ero-to psaom HeT.

Bce a10 1 eme HemHoro 6onbine xaano Kou 3a crenamu aBopua. Ee He npusnanu cBoeil. He
Ha3BAJIA JIOCTOMHOW CBAIIEHHOrO MMeHH. He kuTcyHe oHa. UenoBeKk. A 3HAUUT — TpolI €M LIEHA.
Ee xxu3nu. Ee cepany u aye.

Kopu Bo3mymanaces. Cxkannanuna. Ho Hudero He moma caenarb. He xoTenu 31ech BUAETH €€
rocnoxy paBHoil cebe. I Huyero 3nmech He mnopenarb. Jlis Bcex ona Obmia BCEI'O JIMIII
yeoBekoM. OObIKkHOBeHHBIM. Kakux coTHH. Thicsun. M KOTOpBIX Jiydilie Obl HE ObUIO Ha 3TOM
semiyie! Benp 6e3 mroaeit mup ctai Ob1 aydie? CBoOO HEH. . .

Ho cuurarsca npuxonuiocs. Kena Mmneparopa. IIpotuB Takoro — He mocnopuillb. Tem
Oosee, Xomuiu clyxd, 4yTo Braaplka oOparuyi Ha Hee CBO€ LAPCTBEHHOE BHHUMAaHHE... Tak
rOBOPWJIM BO JiBopue. Y 3TUM cityxaM 3/€Ch NPEANOYUTAIN BEpUTh. [[0TOMY Kak CIWILKOM 31bIMHU
OHU OBUIH. A 3TO — MOKAa3aTeb.

[ToaTOMy BCe BCTpeUHbIC ObUTH MPEACIbHO BEAKIUBBIL. W X0JI0HBI.

Cxkppuin uyBcTBa 3a PappopoBbiMu MackaMu... UToObl HUYero He noHsia Kou. He yBunena.
Ho eii atoro 0buio 1 He Hajgo. OHa — 4yBCTBOBaja BCE... VI OT ATOro mo-HacrofiemMy 0oJiele
ylia.

lenk mist HoBoro kuMoHO? BriOupaiite! YV Hac Tonbko mydiiee. BoT 3TOT 1BET cupeHEBO
CIMBBI TaK MAET K BallldM IVla3aM... A y30p Ha HEXHO TOJIyOOM TakK YIMBUTEIHHO MPEKPACHO
OTTEHSIET Ballli MEJIOBBIE BOJIOCHL. .. VT BOT H3yMpPYIHOE. ..

VYkpawmenusa? Ilouemy net? Ilonbepem B nydmiem Buje! Kamuu uncreiieit Bogbl... A kakas
pabota! Bel TOJIbKO MOCMOTPUTE HA 3TO MacTEpPCTRBO!

Mexa? Iloxanyiicra! JItoObie — coOoub, Oeika, 3aiiuukK... YTo yroqHo ayie »eHsl Braagsiku,
Benp Bale cyactbe — Halll ycrex.

Xorute yar? Jlydumi cTONMK B Bamem pacnopsbkeHuu. Cinagocty 3a cdeT 3aBefeHusd... U
neHer oHu He Bo3bMyT! Kak MoxkHO? JJIst HUX K€ 3TO Takasi 4eCTh!

Jloxb. Bee moxb. U atu ybioku. M OGnarokenarenbHbie ciioBa. Ho... HUYEro He mojenars.
Ona uyxas. [y Hux.

W cung B yIOTHOM 4YaifHOM caMoe IJIaBHOE He 3a0bITh KTO THI... bbiBIas kHsbkeHKa CeBEepHBIX
OCTpPOBOB. HbIHE — K€Ha caMOro MOTYIIECTBEHHOTO co31anus B Pagyxuoi Mmnepun. /la u mupe
B 00LIEM.

He 3a0b1Th. .. He 3a0b1Th. He 3a0bITh! He cnenaTh onmoOkKH. ..

Ho kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO, KOTJIa HA TBOUX INa3aX YHUXKAIOT MaTh C MSATUJIETHUM PEOCHKOM?
Ockop6nsroT. CMeroTes Han gyxoi ciadocteto. Tonmoit. Craei.

3BepH.

— IlpexpaTuts...

['010C 4yTh BBIIIE MIENOTA... HO €r0 CHBIIAT BCE.

N oOprsiBaeTcst cmex. W paccTymaroTcst Tuchl Mepel 4esoBeKOM, 00pas3ys >KMBON KOPUIIOP U3
Macok. He cmerr mnepeuuts... bosdrca rHesa HMmmneparopa... Bcee 3HaroT, kak Brianbike
pacopaBWICAd C TE€MHU, KTO MOCMEN IMOCITHYTh Ha Xu3Hb U 370poBbe EI'O xenwl! Takoro He
MOYKENaellb TaXe Bpary... MOXeT, TOJIBKO YEJIOBEKY. . .

Ho... 3mech xe He Obu10 Bnaapiku? A TOJIBKO €ro >KeHa.

— A BBI HE BMEIIMBANTECh, TOCMOXKA... A TO 3HAETE JIU... HECHAPOKOM U YOUTHCS MOKHO.
VYmacTe HeyAa4HO.

I'psaayn xoxoT. Kak xe! be3HakazaHHO mocMmesTbCcs Haj 4esioBekoM! EIMHCTBEHHBIM B



Nmnepun. HexxenanHbIM ¥ HEHaBUCTHBIM. TeM, OT Koro, Oblia ObI BOJIS, U Clie/la HEe OCTaJIoCh OFI. ..

ToJIbKO BOT, HE YWJIN OHU OJHOTO. ..

— Bepno. Craeil Ha c1a60r0 HaBaJMTHCS HAMHOTO CIOAPYYHEE, YeM B OAMHOYKY, HE TaK JiH,
yBaxkaeMbIii? Brl ke 3Bepu. OO0pOTHH.

[lonusna ronoBy ciiabas >KEHUMHA, 3allMIaBiias cBoero pebeHka. Heyxenu... TONBKO
YeJI0BEK OKazascs He IyX K ee cTpaganusM? K ee 6omu?

Hanx Tonmoi noBucno monvyanue. CeKyHly CIyCTs CMEHHMBLIEECS TPO3HBIM pbIKOM. KuTCyHe
copocuin Mmacku. [lokazanu KJIbIKU U KOTTH.

— TbI 3apBascs, 4EIOBEK. ..

A ona crosuta. MonuanuBas. ['opaas. CunbeHas. XKaymas nepsoro ynapa.

DTO 0KUJaHUE JUITUIIOCHh HE 10Jro. [lapy MrHOBEHUH J1a U TOJBKO.

3BEpHU COPBAIKCH C IENEN XJIATHOKPOBUS, CTpaxa U BEKOBBIX TpaauLnil. B miazax cusio Jnib
OJIHO >KeJIaHue — YOUTb, Pa30pBaTh B KJIOUbs ockopOuaiero! Ho u y Hee ObUIM CBOU CEKPETHI. ..

Kortu nosmocuynmu B muimumetpe ot auna Kou. Ho He 3agenu. He cmornm.

Kak u He cMormm apyrue. OTkyga um Obulo 3HaTh, uro ums Kowu, IlepBoit KpyxeBHuUILIBI-
KUTCYHE, ObU10 1aH0 KpyxeBHulie-uenoeky? OTkyaa uM ObUIO 3HATH O IOCTYIHBIX € cuiiax?

A OHa TaHLEBaJIa CPEAU ATOTO TYrO CIUIETEHHOIO KOKOHA HEHABHUCTH. be3 Jbku. Yxomuna ot
CMEPTEIIbHBIX U1 YEJIO0BEKa KOITEeW M yHaapoB. lIporyckana MHUMO 3THX 3BEPEW, HOCSIIMX UM
KUTCYHE, MHOTOXBOCTBIE. . .

OTtkyna UM ObUIO 3HATh, 4TO KpyXKeBHUIIBI YMEIOT BUAETh HAMHOTO OoJblie... CTaHOBUTHCS
MupoM. Ha 10oiam cexyHa, KOTOpBIX ceifyac ObUIO TOCTAaTO4HO... CIUIIKOM YK OCJEINJIEHbl ObLIH
CBO€H 3710001 JuCHl... He Mornu 3aMeTuTs. ..

A oHa TaHneBaIa Ha rpaHax. lllia mo TOHKMM HUTSAM XU3HEM M cMepred. CKoap3uia I
KPOMKE CHSIOIMX MOPCKUX BOJH. [Ipsima TOHKYIO MpsKy U3 COJIHEYHBIX Jydyen. JloBuna pykamu
BOJIbHBIN CeBepHbIil BeTep. CKphIBajIach B TEHAX HEBUIUMOM JTYHBI.

Otkyna uM OBLIO 3HATH?

U onn ve 3nanu. Y nanaganu.

A B m1yOuHe cepaua xui crpax. Ee Beap Morytr youTs. JlocTarouHo caenarh ONUH HEBEPHBIN
mar... JloctarouHo TOJBKO KOMY-TO cOpOCUTH C ce0si 3BepuHOEe HaBaxieHue... CHOBa Hayarb
MEBICIINTE. U TOrA...

Ho ona He caemaer oumbOku. He umeeT Ha Hee mpaBo. [IoToMy 4TO Ha KOHY HE TOJIBKO €€
XKW3Hb... HO eme m JByX CylIeCTB, OOQHO M3 KOTOPBIX TOJBKO HA4all0o CBOW IYTh JUIMHHOK B
BEYHOCTb.

U Bce 3akoHumnnock. BHe3zanHo. Tak e kak U Hadanock. beuio u HeT. Het u craio.

— K10 BBHI?

YnuBnensl? YenoBek cymen OOXUTPUTH Bac... YUTH oT Bac... OTpa3uth... Pa3BepHyrh... U
BaIllM 5KE€ CUJIbI CTAIH MPEIATEISIMU. . .

[Toromy uTO BbI 3a0bUTMCH. CIUIIKOM 3aXOTENN €€ KPOBH.

— Yenosek.

Jlerko ynblOHYTHCS. M CHSITH CO CBOMX IUI€Y TEIUIYIO IIMTYIO XpU3aHTEMaMH HAKUJKY Ha
3assubeM Mexy. Jlapenyro MimnepatopoM Ha OJHOW U3 BCTPEU.

— Jlepxu. Thl, HaBepHOE, 3amep3na?

Henosepue B uepHbIx ri1azax. Kak npuHsTh gap u3 pyk yenoseka? Jla eme u Mmneparopcknii?

— He crowur...

— l'ocnoxa. ..



Kopu He Beput cBouMm mazaM. PazBe MOKHO OBITh HacTOJBKO mrynoi? M HamBHOM? Benpb 310
xe nojgapok Bnaapiku! 3Hak ero BHUMaHus!

He Beput cBOMM TJ1a3aM U pbDKEXBOCTAsl KUTCYHE. HEBO3ZMOXKHO. ..

— bepu. S He 3amep3ny...

Haxupaka Gonbiias. YiorHas. Exo xBaraeT HakpwITh U MaTh, U peOeHka. MiMmeparop 3Haj, 4TO
naputh. Kak u TO, 4TO AOJITO B PyKax €ro >KEHbI 3Ta MUJasd W Temas BEIIMYKa HE 3aACPKUTCH.
[Ipocto oH ymMen BUAETH OOJIbLIE JPYTHUX.

A tonna cmotputr. I HopoBut ymaputhk. B cniuny. Tonbko... He caemator oHu 310oro. Kro-to
V)K€ pacckaszall UM, 4TO 3a 3THUM 'TIpeJicTaBiieHueM' HaOmrofan oguH U3 crpaxer Bmaawiku. Ero
TeHb. ['71a3a 1 rojoc. 3anmra.

3adyeM OyauTh B HEM elIle OOJIbIIH Y THEB?

— Nnem. Mbl BbilibEM Haro ¥ 0TBeAeM Bac qomoi. [Ipasna, Kopu?

— IIpaBna! C nupoxHbMH!

['mazenku pebenka Beceso 3acBepkanu. CiacteHa... ToJlbKO BOT, OH TaK K€ Kak U XHUKapy,
YK€ He 3a0yleT ATy CTpPaHHYIO >KEHIMHY Oe3 yieil u XBocToB. [loToMy 4TO Mano KTo ObIBaeT
HACTOJIBKO JOOPHIM. ..

Moxer rae-to eme. Ho He 3nece. He B ero nome.

DTO-TO MaJIBIII YCTIEJI MOHATH K CBOMM IISITH FOJaM.

— Cnacu6o BaM... MunocepaHasi. ..

[Ipo3Buiia 310 HEOOBIAS YacTUUKa TeOs. OHU HE JTaroTCsl MPOCTO Tak. Beeraa 3a HUMH YTO-
TO CTOMUT... OTroJIOCOK CHJIbl WM Xapaktepa. Mnm kakoro-to ciydas. I He Bcerga MpUSTHOTO.
IIpocTo moromy, 4TO 3TO — KU3Hb.

Brnaapike ¥ BOpsIMb JTOJIOKHWIJIM O CIYyYUBIIMMCS OKoJio yaiiHOu. M o pe3ynsrarax. O ToMm, 4TO
OBLIO YBUJIEHO U MOHSTO.

X0XKJIEHUE MO TpaHsIM MHUpa... BOT Kak Ha3bIBAIIOCHh TO, YTO MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA CETOMHS
ropoxxaHam ero keHa. OmgHa u3 cnocobHoctedt Benmukux KpyxeBnwuil... Koropyro, omHako, oHH
Ype3BbIYAHO PENKO UCIONB3YIOT. J[a 1 To — He Bce. Benp B CHSTHUM MHUpPa TaK JIETKO MOTEPSTHCS.
W He BepHYyTHCH.

— Mwunocepanas. ..

COBETHUKM C YNHOBHMKAMU YIUBICHHO MOJHSUIA T'OJIOBBI OT CBOEH OyMakHOU paboThl. OHU
OBl HU 32 YTO HE MPU3HAIUCH, HO OHA UM Tak Hajaoena! 1 nepespiiika crana Obl 0J1aroMm. ..

Ho o0bsicHeHUs BCKOJIB3b OOpOHEHHOMY CJIOBY HE TOCIieIoBaio... M He mocnemyer.

IToxoxe, y Kou nosBuics eme onud aApyr... Ho... mocmorpum. Ilozxke... A moka — HaJo
noaoOpaTh et HOBYyI0 HakuAKy. CBOIO-TO OHA yxe nofapuia. U Bpsia nu 3abepet o0patHo. ..

Kou ¢ Kopu u BripsiMb pOBOAMIIN CITACEHHBIX UMU JI0 foMa. He 6eanoro. U He 6e3poiHoro.

CuiibHOTO. YBaxkaemoro. M3eectHoro. M3ympynHoro.

Kou cnpimana, 4to OHM — JIydlme caJoBOJAbI M IBETOBOABL. UTO C MPUPOAON TOBOPHUTH
ymeroT. UTo cam Brnajipika K HUM OJIarOCKJIOHEH. ..

ToJsibKO BOT, C 4ero Obl BAPYT TAKOE OTHOIICHUE?

— IIpocro s He 3HaTHOrO pona, MunocepaHas.

[Ipounrtana. YBunena. Pasmisigena myunBmmii aynry Bompoc. C ogHoro B3mmsaga. C ogHOTO
B3/10XA.

— Ho mis moero Myxa 3TO HE BaXXHO. A TyT... MPOCTO MBI C CBIHOM HEKCTaTH BBIIUIA B



ropoa. Bor u...

— 3Ha4uT Bbl He U3 3yMpynHoro pona?

Kopu. Bresna ¢ Bompocom. BoBpems. He 3aueM TPEBOXHUTH TsKEIbIE BOCIOMHUHAHUS,
KaMHSIMH JIe)KalMe Ha dyIe.

— Jla. I — Ppxasi.

Bot tak. OObl4Has... TPOCTOJIIOIUHKA, €CJIM TOBOPUTH MO-4yenoBedecku. [Ipocras... Takas,
Kak Bce. Kak MHorme.

— Ho »t0 Beaw He Bce?

XWUTPBIA B3TIISIA.

— EcrectBenno! A onna u3 nyunmx Mcuenstonmx!

I'opnocTh 3a cBoli gap. 3a cBoe ymenue. Eit MmoxHo... Eciiu gaxe 4enoBek ciblmain o Peoked
[enutenbHuIe y ceds Ha poarHe. 3a MHOTO MUJIb oTctofa. Tam, rae OymryeT xonoaHoe CeBepHoe
Mope... ['1e HacTOosIMii NEeJIUTENb U 3HaXapb — PEAKOCTD.

A BOT yxe W BopoTa joma. M3ympymnbie. 31ech BOOOIE Y 3HATHBIX POJIOB JIBEPHU BCEraa
BBIKpAIIIMBAJIU B CBOU 1BeTa. UTOOBI 3HAIH.

JlaBaH/I0BbIE TNIa3a CBEPKHYIW. 3alllyplliaiv Iarbsi-KUMoOHO. CeromHsi OJeJHO-CUHUE U
royyosie. Eif Besib Tak HaJI0€J10 30JI0TO U ypIyp!

— Hepxmu...

Ha nanonu nexxan MmaneHbKuM KymoHYHK-o0eper ¢ CeBepHBIX OCTPOBOB. VICKyCHO BhIpe3aHHas
U3 JAepeBa aucuuka. Pepke-3omotucrtad. C XuTpoid MOPJAOYKOHN U 3€JIEHBIMH TTIa3KaMH.

— Hepxu, Mmansir. .. Ha namsTs. ..

N maneHnbkas naJionika Ha CEKyHY C)Kajla YEJI0BEUECKYI0, IEJISICh IPArOLEHHBIM TEILIOM. . .

['maBa M3ympynHoro poma OyKBajJbHO BBUIETEN BO JIBOP, KOTJAa €My CKa3ajiu, YTO TOCIOXKa
Xo3diiKka ¢ CBIHOM BepHYIHCh. OH Bellb YK€ YCIIEN 10 HUM COCKY4YUThCs! Bcero 3a kakue-to napy
yacos!

Ho npuBeTcTBEHHBIN BO3IJIAC 3aCTPSUIT B TOPIIE. ..

OcTpblil B3I YUETIHIICS 32 UY)KYH0 HaKuIKy. 3050Tyr0. [lIuTyro ano-nunoBeIMU LBETaMU U
MoNOUTYI0 O€bIM 3asgYbUM MEXOM. 3a 3alUlakKaHHOE JIMII0 C YK€ MPOCOXIIMMH clie3aMHu. 3a
MaJIEHbKHE PYYKHU ChIHA, CKUMAIOIIME B PyKaX KaKylO-TO MOJIBECKY.

— Tamanm, 4To CIy4uIIoCh...?

[To mexaM BHOBb MOTEKJIM CJE3bl... A BeJlb OHA JlaBayia ce0e CI0BO, YTO MPU HEM ILIAKATh HE
oyaet! /laBana xe!

— Cenmm... Cenum!

N 6but1 TONBKO 00BsITHS. Jloporue. Pognsie. Y oueHb-0ueHb CHIIbHBIE!

A Matp 1 quts nnakanu... 1M mmakamm. .. U miakany. ..

Tonbko no3xke CeHUM-IO0HO y3Hal, YTO €r0 JKEHY M ChIHa crac 4esioBeK. [IpocTo mpoTsHyn
PYKY IOMOIIM, KOTJa BCE APYIUe€ OTBEPHYJIUCH.

JKena Bnanpiku. bezpozmes3ano. [loroMy 4To HE MOTIIa BUZIETh UyxKH€e cTpaaanus. OHa mpocTo
BCTYIUJIACh, KOTJA YK€ KAa3aJI0OCh — BCE, IOMOW K HEMY OHH YK€ HE BEpHYThCA. He yBUAAT cBOEro
OTLA U MYXa.

N mo3aH0 HOYBIO, KOTJIa HEOO yCesIh YacThie 3BE3/bl, & €T0 CEMbs CIajia, OH MOJUJICA. 3a To,
yT00Bl borm momornu To#, uTO cmacia ero cepaie. Ero cembro. [1IoToMy 9TO JMCHI TOXE YMEIOT
OBITH OJIar0JIApHBIMH. . .

— Munocepanasi... [lycte boru xpaHsT Te€0s Ha TBOEM HEJIETKOM ITYTH. ..



— T'ocnioka, a moYeMy Mbl YIIUTH ?

Kou HEOyMEHHO CMOTpeEIia Ha CBOIO MOJIPYTY U cecTpy. UTo onsATh HE Tak?

— B cmbIcne?

— Hy... MBI MOTJTH OBI OCTAThCS, TTOTYYUTHh HATPAY. ..

['ocnoxka ¢wipkayna. HemoBosbHo Tak. J{axke HemMHoro cepauto. Heyxenu Kopu He nonsna?

— I'nynmast te1 Kopu... He Buzmena 4to yib, 4TO OHA 4yTh JIM HE IUIaKajda NMPU BHUJE POIHBIX
creH? U nepkanace TONbKO U3-3a HAC... [IoTOMY 4TO IpH 4yKHX IIJIAKATh HEIB3S?

OmmapameHHoe kadanue roiaoBor. He Bunena. Jlaxxe He 3amoao3puia.

— Her...

— A s Buzena... Tem Oonee... S ke cnenana 3TO HE U3-3a JIGHET WJIM Harpajbl... A TPOCTC
tak. [loromy 4TO XOT€NIa TIOMOYB €. ..

N Kopwu npomenTana, TOJbKO celyac MOHSB, 4YTO MMea B BUAY Peixkas L{enurensauna.

— Mwunocepanas. ..

I'maBa 8

Yrto Takoe cyacTtbe?

OnmHu TOBOPAT, YTO 3TO Tpo3a... C MOJHHMSMH, HAUCKOCh pacuepuuBaronmmu HebGo. C
rpoMoM. [myxum. TpeBoxubM. C moxaeM. UToO mpsMo JMBEHb... TOJIBKO BBIAAM Ha YIUIY —
BBLIMOKHEIIb BeCh. Jl0 mociaeHe HUTKU... A MOTOM 4TOObI 00s3areibHO paayra. Uepes Bce HEOO
packuHyaach 661 MocTOM! CEMUIIBETHBIM. . .

Jlpyrue — xorna oM moiHas yamia. YToObl B HEM BEYHO YTO-TO HIyMEJ0, OMIIOCh, KpU4alio!
YToOBI 32 TIEUKOW KHUJ JTOMOBOMU... M KOT ObUL. PBIKUIA, TONCTHIN, ycaTbli U O4E€HB JICHUBbIN. 1
nety yTo6 Obuu. Tpoe nin yetsepo... U poaau — nosropoa.

Tperbu Ha3bIBAIOT cyacThe AOPOroil... OHM KUBYT e€il. M BepHBIA Apyr Uisi HUX cTapas
KOTOMKa Aa rutapa... M uytoObl mecHs 3Byuana! Jyily BbIBOpauMBaia... 3aCTaBlisis €€ IUIAKaTh
COJIEHBIM J0KJIEM Ha 3EMIIIO.

Eme cuactbe — BecHa! Bes B niBetax! fApkas! JKupas. ..

Cuactbe 310 )apkoe Jjiero. Korma 3H0eM apimar 3070Teie nodist... Korma pedyka xonogHas, a
3emJist Temas... M s6moku... Kpacusie. Counble.

VY3opel Ha crekine. Wckpsumiics wuHei. Cka3kd HAHM y TeEIUIOW Oeylod meud. 3amax
CBEXEBBITIEYCHHOTO XJIeba. YbpiOka otma. Hexxasie pyku matepu. Cmex OpaTheB. ..

Yrto Takoe cyacTtbe?

Kpupo Beimroe nonoreniie. [lepsoe B TBoei sxu3nu. M 0T 3TOro HeBooOpa3uMo AOPOToeE. ..

KonbiOenbHble, yTO TIenu HaMm BceM B aeTcTBe. UyBcTBO BeTpa. Cepoe mMope... Win OieaHo-
roiayooe. Meursl. ...

[lecus cosoBbs. 3apsi, korga HeOO posoBo-opaHkeBoe. Ilomer nTuinbl. [lonHas kKop3uHKa
3eMJIIHUKA. Pomaliku B mone. Bepeck. ['opsumi B necy Kocrtep.

Yro Takoe cuacTtbe... IJ MEHHA. ..

Bce 910... 1 HEMHOXKO OOJIBIIE. . .

Hpy3bs. Cembs. Anble Ha OeIOM XpU3aHTeMBI... BuHO... Y 15A1CTO-OTHEHHBIE MOLIEITYH. ..

(Komu,
Mecst TeMBI, [Ipazaank Koctpos).



Ha xpoBaru nexano kpacHo-0enoe HeuTo. Her, oTnaneHHo 3To HalmOMUHAI0 KUMOHO... Ho E
TOM-TO U JAEJIO, YTO OTAAJIEHHO... [[oTOMYy 4TO OT HaIllMOHAJIBHON ONEXKJIbl KUTCYHE U TOTO, YTO
Hocwia Jlaga mModTM HUYEro HE OCTANOCH... TOJIBKO BBIINIMBKA J1a JJIMHHBIC, MOYTH J0 3€MIIU
pyKaBa...

— Kopu... Yro 310?

JIuio TUCUYKU-000POTHS CHUSJIO HEHOMJCIbHBIM CYACTheM. TaKuM SICHbIM, CUJIBHBIM U
XMEJIbHBIM, YTO M CKa3aTh HENb3s1! YBUIUIIL — HE MMOBEPULb. . .

C dero 61 3T0 Bce? Uto mocmyxuio HadamoM? UTO clydusaoch Takoro... YIUBUTEIBHOTO U
MOTPSCAOLIETO?

— Kak uro? Bame ceromnsimHee opesHue... CMmorpure kakoe kpacuoe! HWMmrmeparop
CrelManbHO IS Bac 3aKasall IIBesIM MMEHHO Takoe... HemHoro moxoxkee Ha Bamm capadassl...
YtoObl BaM NPUSATHOE CHENATh.

N BrpsamMs, noxoxe miatbe. HeynoBuMmo tak. Iloutu HE3aMeTHO U1 4y»KOro 1iiasa. ..

— Heyxenu Bbl 320611, YTO CEroiHs npa3auuk Koctpon?

Tak BoT B uem nieno! Ilpazgnuk Koctpos! Bennkast Houb, KOTOpasi ObIBAET TOJBKO pa3 B rofdy!
B camyro JUIMHHYIO U TEMHYIO HOYb!

DOTO OINMH U3 CaMbIX BaXKHBIX MPA3THUKOB HApOJa MHOTOXBOCTHIX JHC. TakoH, koraa
3a0bIBalOTCS Bce OOMABI M BEKOBas HeHaBUCTh. Korga mpocTo... KUBYT, TaKk Kak-OyATo B
nocieaHuil pa3. 1 Becensites. M kryr KocTpsl 1o Beell crpaHe. M mbioT BUHO... CaMmoe pas3Hoe!
Onwduiickoe, IpakoHbe, pycaiioube U Juche! KpacHoe, usyMpynaHoe, 30J10TO€ U Jaxe opaHxkeBoe!
Kaxk anenbcuH!

— Al 1?

Bor Tyr m mnocnemoBanio Hacrosmee wusymueHue... Cama xe Buzaena Kopu, cBoumwu
COOCTBEHHBIMHU IJIa3aMH, 4YTO €Ile HEAENI0 Ha3zajJ €€ Trocho)ka BCe-BCe MpouyuTasa 00 IToM
npa3aHuke... W 3aropenace HHTEPECOM.

— OpeBaiitech. Mbl uziem rynsats! M mycTh Bparu ynaBsiTcsa OT 3aBUCTH!

[Ipaznauk KocTtpos...

bemiblii B3] HA HEMHOTO CTPAaHHOE KMMOHO... Jlerkoe. Boznymuoe. He 3uMHu# Hapsa.
Ckopee netnuii... He 3amep3ner i ona B HeM? He okoueHeet?

Her. Tkanp temnas, naxe ropsiyas... Yapsl? 3akimarbsa?

— A MOXeT U BOPSIMb CTOUT pa3Bieubcsa? HeMHOXKKO. ..

[Ipaznauuk Obul... ['ynsit v moit! OrHU U TUPISHIIBL, IECTPBIC ONEXKBI... Mope, BhIXOsIIIee U3
oeperos! Houb craBmas auem... Heoxunanno tak. HezameTHo.

[Taxyi0 BbIMEUKON TaK CHUJIBHO W CIAJKO, YTO aX YM 3a pa3yM 3axoAus. XOTeJOCh BCE-BCE
nonpoOoBarb! OCOOEHHO BOH T€ CMEIIHbIE KPYIVIbIe IITYYKH, TOX0KUE Ha BaTy U T€ OAlllCHKU W3
3acaxapeHHbIX ¢pykToB! U nmycts, uTo Bpeano! Moxuno! Beem! [laxe eit, yenoBeky...

['pemenu Oapabanbl. OrpOMHBIE U MOX0XXHE HAa OOYKU, U3 KOTOPBIX YK€ BBITHIM BCE BUHO.
Beceno! TopxectBenno! [TogoOHO packaram rpomal

Besne 3Benen cmex! Ha kaxmoit ymume! B kaxmoit maBke! M Tak 310 ObUIO HE MOXOXKE HA
BEYHO CEpPbE3HBIX, XUTPHIX KUTCyHE, YTO U cKa3zarb Henb3si!! Ho »To Obuto... UM 3acrtaBnsio
YBEPUTHCS. — Bce MpaBAa. M moHATh — HE cyau MO MEPBOMY B3MISIAY U CTapbIM CKa3kaM, IOTOMY
YTO pETbHOCTh MOKET OKa3aThCs ellie 0osiee yIUBUTEIbHOU U (haHTACTUYHOM !



Tonna nuc. COTHH YEPHBIX, PEDKUX, cepeOpucThIX XBOCTOB! M Oiieck miarbeB CMENMBAETCS CO
3BOHOM yKpanieHui! Takux xe pa3HbIX, Kak U UX Xo3geBa. Hemoxoxux apyr Ha apyral

Tomnma... Tonna. Tonmal!

U onwu yacte ee. Heornenumasa. HeoOxommumasi.

Kopu Becenunace oT Bcel cBoeit ucbent aynm. Eme Obl, Takoit nmpa3anuk! EnuHCTBEHHBIN B
roJy, KOTOpbIi OHA JIOOUT 10 Oe3ymus!

Jla 1 TOCmoXy CBOIO yAaloCh OAETh Tak, kKak Hajgo! B KMMOHO He KMMOHO, B capadaH He
capadan! Korna eme takas ynaya Boinajgetr? Tak... moBecenuthbes... Jla emie u yBUAETh HACTOIBKO
TporarenbHyto 3a00Ty Bnaneiku o cBoeit cympyre? Iloromy uto Kopu 3nana, uro on cam, CAM
HaKJaIpIBaJ 3alMTHBIC U 000rpeBarolye 3akiIsIThs Ha onesaust Kou! [{snsa pacckaszai...

Kpacusa ee rocroxa, kTo Obl 4ero Hu ToBOpHII. [IoTOMY 4TO BCe, UTO CKaXyT Bparu — JOXKb.
A Jnpy3bst mpoMoadar U yaelOHyThcsl. UM He HyxHBbI cioBa. [loTomy uto onm 3Haror, uro Kou
KpacuBa Ipyrom Kpacorou... Yenoeyeckoil. Takol, KOTOPYXO 3/1€Ch M HE BCTPETHUIL... He
YBUIUIIIb.

OpHako CeromHsi €e rocmoXka M CeCTpa HU Y€M HE€ YCTYNUT MPEKPACHEHIIMM U3 KUTCYHE!
IToromy ut0 — Apyras oHa.

benoe KMMOHO BBIIUTOE SIPKO KPACHBIMU XpU3aHTEMAaMU TaK W MEPIAJIO B CBETE YIUYHBIX
donapeit. I moxomuno BpeMeHaMH Ha KMUBOU TJIaMEHb, KOTOPBIA YTOBOPUJIM OTJOXHYTh Ha TjIedax
YyeJloBeKa. .. Bcero MUHyYTOUKY. ..

Bomnocel yOpaHnbl Bce TeMH ke XpuzaHTemaMu. Tex ke 1BeToB. XoTs Kou mpenmouna Obl
poManiku... Ho — tpagunusa. KoTopyro He O4€HB-TO XOTEI0Ch HAPYIIATh.

Xotst kak Kopu ynmanoch AoCTarh i HEE KUBBIE LBETHI 3UMOM IMYCTh OCTAHETCS TAWHOM.
Kurcyne ona unu Her?!

Ha u yneibarecs ctana Kou 6onbiie. Hamuoro. U Gonee cBetiio u otkpeito. Beem. Jlaxe —
Nmneparopy. XOoTs TOT IO €€ MHEHUIO HE OYEHB-TO ATO W 3aciayxui. Ho Bexas Jlama MHOroro He
3HaeT! Y moaTOMy HE JenaroTCs MOCIENHbBIE BEIBOIBL. 3auem?

— Kopu, cmotpu! 3o5oteie peioku! 3umoii!

Kaxk pebdenok! Tort ke Xukapy... Peiook yBuzena... U Bce. [lpomnana.

— A ceiiyac Mbl OJJHY U3 HUX TIOMMAEM. ..

— 3auem?

— I'imynas BbI, rocnoxa. .. Koneuno Ha cyacrtbe!

XuTpslid nputyp... PeiOka 3omotas ucnonnu xenanue. [Ipocroe. O0bikHOBEeHHOE. U B TO K¢
BpEMSI — HEBOOOPA3UMO CIIOKHOE. ..

Cnenait Kou-Jlany c4acTinBOM. ..

— Torga mue BOT 3Ty! TosicTeHbkyr0... C TAKUMH HIEYKaMH MYyXJICHbKUMH. . .

Mpa... Xopoma peioka. Huuero He ckaxens. A miaBHoe — Ooubliast kakasi! Tak U TAHET —
cbecTb. Ho — HeT! MbI cruitbHbIe! MBI yripsambie! Mbl kutcyHe! Jla u cecTpa paccTpOUTCS, €CIIA Tak
MIPUTIISIHYBILIEECS €1 30JI0TOE YYJI0 3aKOHYUT CBOIO KM3Hb HA CKOBOPOJKE. . .

— Ara...

N nonerenu Opweru! U 3a3senen cmex! U ynbidanucs mumo npoxosanme! [Ipa3gHuk. ..

A xuTtpas 30710Tast pplOKa BCE HUKAK HE XOTeJa JIOBUTHCH. ..

— Jlepxu!

— Bpemb, He yiinens!

— Al

— Ilomnanace!



JIBa rojoca ciuBaroTcs B OfuH... TopxkectByromie! Ilofimanu pbIOKy... XOpOIICHBKYIO!
Tosncrenskyro! Camyro-camyro!

— Cwmotpu Kopu! Ito xe Xukapy... Xukapy!

W BrpsiMb UX cTaphlii 3HAKOMBIM Mo OubmuoTreuHomy jaeny... Kak Bcermga 3acTpsul psjaoMm ¢
KHI>KHOU JIaBKo#! UTo moaenatk... TakoB OH YK €CTb.

— T'ocnoxka Kon! I'ocnioxxa Kopwu!

CuactnuB! [loTtomy 4TO M He Hajesics UX OoJblie YBUAETh... He wasu. A Tyr — Takoi
ciopripus! He nnaue — cama Cynp0a moctapanack. A ¢ Helt u Y gayda!

— Hy, xax 1617 He cnumkom XpaHuTenb TOHUMAET?

— Her, uto BbI! IloCce TOM Kpa’kui OH BOOOIIE XOMUT THUIIEC BOIbI, HUXKE TPaBhl... bouTcs, 4ro
Branipika ero 3a Takyr0 IPpOBUHHOCTh HAaKaxXerT...

Xutpslit B3rsia. be3zabotHas yneiOka. U TaitHa, noaeneHHas Ha TPOUX. ..

— Of1, rocnioxka, Kakue opacieTuku! A 3akonouku!

XO035iIMH JIaBKU JTIOBOJIbHO YiblOaeTcsi. Xopoil Toap! M cam oH 3TO mpekpacHo 3Haer... He
JIapoM ekl ros padoTtain, ¢ apakoHaMmu Toprosai! CeronHs Ha MpuUIaBKax TOJbKO jaydinee! J{s
yaauu. [{jis cyacThsl.

— A MHe 60mbIIe HpaBUTCS BOT Ta 0abouka. ..

— Jla HeT ke, Bbl TOJBKO IJISTHBTE Kakas npenects! [[BeTouek. ..

— A 6abouka Bce paBHO JIydllle. ..

— Her, nuBetouek!

Xo3siuH enie mmMpe yiablOHyIcs. [T Ha 3TU BbISICHEHUS! OTHOIEHUM. [loTOMy 4TO BKYCHI
pasHbIE. ..

— Hesymku! JleBymku, He ccopsrech. Kynmute u 6abouky, U nuBetouek. UToO HUKOMY HE
ObUIO OOUIHO. ..

— Kopu... A garo Tam?

— Iupoxku... Cyns no 3anaxy ¢ MsCOM, BUIIIHEW U TEPCUKAMM. ..
3ayM4YMBO€ MOJTYAHHUE.

— Moxer, nepekycum?

To Tam, To 31ech Mmenbkanu Kou ¢ Kopu! Bce um Hamo Ob1o mompoOoBarh, BCE MOTPOrarh,
Bce mocMoTpeTh! MHTEpecHO Beap HA JUKOBUHKM B3DISAHYTh... Jla emie roBOpsAT, 4TO Iepen
3aKKEHUEM KOCTPOB OyJeT caitoT... Bo Bce Hebo!

A Jlaga ke HUKOrAa cantoToB He Bujaena! Hukakux. 3a BCIO CBOO KM3HB. TOJNBKO LUPKAYEH,
KOTOPBIE PEAKO, HO BCE-TaKM 3ae3xkanu Ha CeBepHbIE OCTpoBa. A 31€Ch... OHU YCTpaWBalIu
MIPEJICTABICHUE NPSIMO HA OJHOM W3 IO !

Ho xakue 310 66Ut apTCThl! A KOCTIOMBI! A HOMEpa!

Her, nonoxurtenbHO, Takoro ObIBIIAs KHSDKEHKAa HUTAE HE Bujaena... M Bpsng im eme rae

YBUJUT!

Bnanpika yneibancs. Cerognsi MoxkHo. Ceromsi npa3gHuk. CesameHHbIA. J[peBHuil. boruneil
3aBEMIAHHEIN.
[Tpaznauk KocTpoB, IpOBOAMMBIN B CaMyl0 JNIMHHYIO U TEMHYIO 3UMHIOIO HOYb. ..



W coTHU npUMET CKPBIBATUCH B TEHSIX TOPSIIETO OTHS M XPAaHWJIKNCh JTYHOU U 3Be3/iaMu... U He
BCE, HO MHOTHE UX 3Hanu. [lo-kpaiielr mepe — camble IJ1aBHBIE. . .

[Tpazauuk. Becenbs. Buna. CuacTssl.

3neck HET MecTa TpycTH U nedanu! 31ech HEeT MecTa youicTBy U Jku! CerogHs OHM Takue,
kakue ecth! bez macok, 0e3 danbum. .. [IpocTo aro0sIme KU3Hb.

IToromy 4rtO cerogHs ropsaT Koctpsl... Iloromy uro 3BeHUT cMmeX... Ilotomy 4TO BHHO
OyIOpa’KUT KPOBb. ..

— BbI ceroqias B xopomieM HacTpoeHuu, Bnagpika!

Kacymu. U Toxe ynbibaercs. Moxxuo! CeromHs Bce MOXKHO!

— Jla. CeroaHs MO>HO.

— W T0 BepHO... Ecim maxe 4enoBek BecemuTcss OT Bced ayum... [lodemy xe m Ham He
MIPUHSATH y4acTUE B MPA3THUKE?

HNponnuno nogusATast Oposb. Heyxxenu cimyuusnoch Takoe 4yao?

— Kopu cymena BeITanMTh MOIO )KE€HY Ha npa3aHuk? He oxupan.

— CanywaniHocTh, Bianpika! Beero aums ciryqaitHOCTB!

Crapuk 3acmesics, B3MaxHyB XBocTamu. [1oHSB ¢ 3eMiin O€yro MbUIb. ..

Cnyuatinocts? Bpsan nmu. Tem Gosee, 4To y)K 04eHb MHOTHE CHAENAIN TaK, 9YTOOBI OHA oOpena
xun3Hb. He Tonbko Kacymu-ngono ¢ Kopu, Ho u cam MmniepaTop, U OOUH CTax, IPEJaHHBIN HE EMY.

— Bcero nuub ciydailHOCTh? S paBHIIBHO Bac pacCiibIiai?

[ma3za B mraza. OmHM HENOBEpYMBBIE, BTOpPHIE HEBUHHBIE. WM cTaparTCs BBINIAIETH
TaKOBBIMH.

— Hy 4ro *...

[ToBepum. Ceronnst moBepuM... MoxHo. Tem Oosiee, 3TO AEMCTBUTENBHO MPUSTHAS HOBOCT. . .

— Ckopo 3axryt ['maBHbI KOcTep. Ham Hano uarw. ..

— Tlonpo0yiite, rocmoxal

Kopu cnienmiia k HEl yepe3 TOJIy, HECS B CBOMX pyKax JIBE€ MajieHbKUe Yaliedku. C 30J10ThIM
HMCKPUCTHIM HAITUTKOM.

— Yto0 310?

Xwutpas yasiOka. Beizos. [TonpoOyere? Wnu nobourtecs?

— IlonipoOyiiTe u y3naere!

Hy uto xk... Komu tak... ['morok...

B wamke Ob1o HeuTo HeBooOpasuMmoe... JKUIkuil OroHb, BIMTABIIMK B CEOS 3amax JTUKHX
rpyl, cuB U 0510K. .. JKap comHeunoro nera... [IpsHocTh coTeH u coteH Tpas... Clie3bl 30JI0TOT0
conHua... Pagocrs... fpkas... ukas... IlepBo3nannasi.

— Yro 310, Kopu?

Cwmeertcs. Beceno-Beceno. CBo6oHo. [Tomyuniocs!

— O10?! Buno, rocrnoka! Buno Conneunoro Jlera!

— Jlera...

A xpoBb B BeHax yxke mnena! ['opena! U B ronose ObLIO JIETKO U MYCTO... I HE UMeNo 3HaYEHUS
HUYEro, KpOMe KOCTpOB u Oenoro cHera... CHera u KOCTpoB!

N B3nerenu BBepX TOHKME pyku. M 3akpyxunuce HOru. U spue BCnbIXHyn OroHb. Takou
MOHSTHBIA U MPa3IHUYHbIN !

VYAuBIEHHO 3aMepJind JIMChI, CMOTPs Ha TaHell Jajiekoi cTpanbl. Ctpansbl mtonei. CTpaHsl, e
crout Ilocnenusist KpenocTh... [ 1€ mMOIT BETPhI HAIMOMOJIaM ¢ JIEASIHBIM MopeM. [ ie mouTu Bcerna



BJIACTBYeT 3uMa. U numb Ha mapy MecsIeB TUXOHBKO, CIOBHO Obl He XOTs mpuxomuT Becna. U
3arBeTaroT nosist! Y moroT nitutiel! M cBOIUT ¢ yMa mypMaHsIMi 3amax sOJOHEBBIX 1BETOB!

Tanmyii! Tanmyii B Houb KocTpos! 60 B 3Ty HOUb MOXHO Bce!

Taniyii B Houb KocTpoB! B cBsillieHHBIN Npa3IHUK KUTCYHE!

BaneraeT uckpsimascs CHexXHas MbUIb... MenbkaeT 0ej10e KUMOHO B KPaCHBIX XpHU3aHTEMaX. ..
I'opsAT KpOBBIO CIIEIBL. . .

Anpie-anbie! IToxoxue Ha 1BeTHI Wiad... L[BeTok conHia. L[BeTok 0O0BU. AJbIM-alblid... I
oenbix siTHax. Kak kpoBb Ha cHery! Kak B 3akate mnemercst cepeOpucToil MOHETKOM JiyHa!

IToet, 3BeHUT XMenbHOE cyacThe! PBercs u3 rpyam manbHoe cepane! Tonbko Tak M HUKaK
nHaue! TaHiryi!

[Topxaer 6aboukoif Haj 3emiel ToHKoe Teno! JIlmxopamouHo OJIECTAT JlaBaHIOBBIC Ivias3al
OOxuraet ek pymsisent!

Tbl — orons! Tel — xku3Hb! Thl — cuacThe!

W noBAT TOHKUME 3a0ACThA Uykue pyku. M cMeroTcs 3010ThIe ri1a3a!

— YT0 %€ ThI TBOPULIB, KEHA?

lenor. Tuxuit-tuxui. Ho mig Hee OH 3BYy4MT I'pOMYE CaMOro CHMJIBHOTO Kpuka... Ho Bce
npyrue Huuero He ycaeimar. Y He movmyr. He st Hux 3to!

Cuactbe!

— 4... Tanuyro!

N oGxeub nen HeykpoTuMbiM orHeM! M ymuarbcs B Houb! Bokpyr xoctpa! KoTopsiit yxke
pasropeics mon camoe Heb6o! TeMHO-TEMHO CHHEE, MOYTH YEPHOE... YCHIIIAHHOE OTPOMHBIMU
3BE3/IAMU. ..

W TOJIBKO BETEP TOHECET JI0 HETO CJIOBA. .. OpPOIICHHbIE HEB3HAYAM.

— IloiMai MeH... €CIIM CMOKEIIb!

U cuosa Buxps! U cHOBa cmex!

ToJbKO UX YK€ ABOE. ..

N cnneraroTcs pykd, 4TOOBI BHOBb Pa30NTHUCH... ['yObI 4TOOBI copBarh mnoienyil. beicTphlif,
MHUMOJIETHBIM. Kak mnpukocHOBeHHE KpbUla 0abouku... PoOkuii, HEBUHHBIA Tonenyid... Ha
oynylee.

[lypmat miaths... JIETAT UCKPBHI. ..

N TOnbKO OTOHB CHBIIMT CJOBA... JKapkue-xapkue! Uro cun Hery!

— Ilolimaii MeHH. ..

CHOBa Pa3oUTUCH...

— He nmymyy. ..

Pyku CONpPUKOCHYINCh W BHOBb pAa3JIETEIIUCh MEPEIETHBIMUA NTULAMH... TaHen Bener
nansiie... M pa3Be MOXKHO CBSI3aTh, yAE€p>KaTh, KOIZa B SIPOCTHOM BHUXpe Kpyxkutcsa Bce? Korma
BO3MOKHOCTh MPUKOCHYTHCS K MApTHEPY, IM0I00HA Harpaje. ..

— YTo ThI XOUEHIBL?. ..

Vnsi0ka. [Iegnsmas. Pagoctaas. Conneunas!

— He 3Haro...

[Tpmxatsh k cebe... Kpenko-kpemnko! [loutu no 6omw...

— XKemnaii... Bece ucnosnnro. ..

KonokonpunkoM 3BEHUT CMeX... Pa3Be MOXKHO YTO-TO MPOCUTH, KOT /1A MPEAJIararoT Tak?

— 4 nmpoury Bac 0 TOM, 4TO HEJIb3d HU KYIIUTh, HU YKPAaCTh...

U Tanen pa3BOAUT UX BHOBb...



— To, 9T0 HaeT HaM CHJI )KUTH U OOPOTHCHL. ..

Oo6otitu. [IpomenTats.

— To, 4TO MOXHO TOJIBKO NOAAPUTH... be3B0O3ME3THO. ..

N yiitu. Yoexatb. CKpBIThCS 3a TIJIaMEHEM KOCTpa. ..

N cnoBa norons... Y cHoBa panocCTh... I CHOBA nEeCHsSI 3ByYUT B KPOBH. ..

Kopu cmesnacs! M uyTh 11 B 1agonm He xiionasa!

JloBoabHas. CyacTinBas.

bynet cuactee y Hux. bymer. Moxkert, He ceromus, u gaxe He 3aBTpa! Ho Oymet. /{ocTarouno
TOJIBKO B3IVISIHYTh B TH CUACTJIMBBIC IJ1a3a.

JlaBanaa 1 30510TO. 30J10TO U JaBaH/A.

CpoOoansie. CunbHble. [opibie.

bynet cuactee! byaer!

Hcnonnuna peioka xenanue!

Cwmesincsa Kacymu-nono. Kak Bce uyniecHo ckiajipiBaetcsi! CObIBaeTCs U CILIETAETCH. .
Hous. Koctep. U 3t nBoe. I Mup xanyn B 6e31HY.
Kak Bce uynecHo ckinanpiBaetcs! [Ipocto BenmkonenHo!

Kycamu noktu CoBeTHuku. Tak omiomars! YnycTUTh TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTB! M3-3a mpuMer...
Crappix kak Mup... Beerna cosBaronmxcs. .. He onmmobaronmxcs.

W ankak, coBceM HUKAaK 000MTH X Henab3sd! Hemp3s!

Ceszannble KocTtpoM... [loBeHUaHHBIE TPa3IHUYHON HOYBIO... YKPBITHIE CHETOM. ..

Hukto HEe mocMeeT BcTarh MexAy Temu, KTo TaHieBan y Kocrpa! Tem Ooinee Tak! 3a0ObiBas
cebe, OTAaBasCh TaHITY, PACTBOPSSACH B HOUH. ..

Tonbko cymacmienmii. .. OclenIeHHBIA COOCTBEHHOM JKaXKIOM.

Nmneparop 3uaer... O60 Bcem. Ho — momuut. M Huyero He ckaxet. [loromy uto crioBa —
He HykHbI. He uMm. He Tem, Koro nmoBeH4as1 OroHb M CBsI3ajia KpacHasi HUTb.

TosibKO KOTAa ATO MOMMET yesoBeueckas 1049b? MoxeT CKopo, MOXEeT — HeT. Ho uTo nolimer
— TOYHO...

Vae16amace JI1000Bb, mrsiaa B miaza Beunoctu. Ilobemmma. Iloxa uro. Ho 310 uTO-TO 114
3HA4uT...

Conepnuna Beunoctu. Ee ennHCTBeHHYIO U3 BceX borop co3nmabaia He BeuHocTh. X0Ts ObLIC
eme Bpems, HO 3TO — apyras HCTOPUSL.

A JIto60Bb... Ee co3manu mrogu. OHU momapwiid ed Ku3Hb. M ¢ TeX mop oHa BEJET CBOK
BOWHY. XOTs 3TO CIMIIKOM I'POMKO CKa3aHoO...

Boitna! Her, He Tak. A mpocTo Hapymas gyxkue mianbl. Crops ¢ TOW, KOTOpas co3/ajia 3TO1
MHUD.

He BMemmBasch, 0OqHAKO, B pelIeHUsl cBOUX co3narenei. [lnaua u ynbioasce. Top:kecTBys U
CKOpOs.

Jrogu. .. Jloporue. JIrobumeie. MeduraTenu.

Otkyna y Bac cuiibl cpaxkathesi ¢ BeunocTbio? MeHsTh CBOIO Cyb0y?

Ho BEI nenaere »to... U ona nenaer...

Panu Bac. U Toneko...



Bpewms ne ynsidanocs. OH HaOmonan. 3a BceMU B KaxapiM. I TOpAUIICS CBOMMHU CO3/ITaHUSIMH.
Coumu getbMu. Ecnu cpenn HUX MOMagarTCs TaKKMe, TO ATOT MUP YEro-To Jia CTOWT... To OH
TIOJIKEH JKUTh.

N Bpewms 3amennsiiio cBoit 6er. Uto jus Hero omgHa Houb? Tem Oosiee Takasi mbsiHas OT
pazmocTu... OT 3BEHSIIETO B BO3AYXE CHACTHA. . .

Takyr0o HOYb MOXKHO U MONPOCUTHh OCTATHCS HEMHOTO JobIIe... CoBCeM UyTh-uyTh... Camyto
MaJOCTh.

Becenuics u men Oronb. TopkectBoBan. Cmesuics. JlaBHo He Obuto Takoro... Oi, gaBHo! Cc
BpeMmeH llepBoi. ..

W BCcOBIXHYIM HUCKPBI UyTOUKY sipue... JKapue. 3amiscano miaMs eie cuibHer. TaHiyil...
Tanmyi, moka aep>xat HOTH. .. [loka oH psioM ¢ TOOOM, AUTH. ... TaHIyi!

TI'nasea 9

Korpa-to naBubiM-naBHO xuia [Ipunnecca. M Obuta oHa Tak mpekpacHa, YTo 3BE3Ibl CHUSIIU
HaJl €€ TOJIOBOM APAroleHHOM KOPOHOM, a BEYHO FOHAs 3aps JIOKHWJIACH IJIAIIOM Ha Iuiedr. [[BeTsl
pacIycKajauch y Hee Mol HoraMu, KOTa OHa Tyisiia, U, HEBaXXHO ObUIO, 3MMa CTOsAJIA HA YIULE WX
xapkoe Jyero. Ee meHwe ObUIO MOAOOHO 3BOHY HEXXHOTO pydeiika, a CHUSHHUE INIa3 3aTMeBajlo
COJIHIIE.

[Ipekpacna Obina Ilpunmecca. JIroomma Hapomom. Ilountaema. Jlaxxe borm GmaroBonuiu eit
He 3Hana ona Hu rops, Hu cie3. bepermu ee. Xpanwnu nyme nia3z ceoux Koposs ¢ Koposneoid.
Toubko. ..

Tonpko mouka BeIpocia. [lopa yxe OblI0 € cTaHOBUThCSA HeBecTou. JKeHuxa BeiOupars. Ho
monuana IIpununecca. Hukoro He momia BeiOpars. MO0 Bce BpeMms Kas3ajaoch, YTO 3a KpPacoTOM
OXOTSITCS MPUHIIBL, Tpadbl U KH3bA... UTO caMa OHa UM HE HY)KHA.

Mosxet u npasa Obuia [IpuHuecca, KkTo 3HaeT?

W Bce-Takm Halmia OHa BBIXOH. 3arajana >keHuxam 3arazaky. Bcem. be3 mcximouenus. Onny
€IMHCTBEHHYIO.

'"9TO HeNb3s HU KYNMUTh, HU YKpacTh, HU Mpoaarh. Pagu Hero youBaroT u npenatot. Ho ecnu
Thl ClIeJlaclllb 3TO, TO HaBCErga ero mnorepseub. OHO MpOIIAET caMble CTpamHble rpexd. M Hu
NpOIAeT Jaxe caMod MajocTu. Ero mpeBo3HOCAT 10 Hebec M MONMUpaloT HOraMu. 3a HEro
ooproTcsa. YMuparot. Panu Hero xuByT. [loToMy Kak, HEe TTO3HAB €T0, YEJIOBEK HE CMOXKET CKa3aTh,
yT0 *KuJl. [ToroMy Kak 6e3 Hero HeT Hac'.

Hu c uem yxogmnu >xeHuxu. Hedero um Obutio ckazarb. He 3Hanum OHM OTBeTa, XOTS M
MBITAINCH €TO YrajiaTh.

3onoro. Yects. 'opnocts. Kpacora. I cotu apyrux otBeToB. Ho cpein HUX HE 3Bydasio TOTC
€IMHCTBEHHOT0. CamMoro IIaBHOTO CIIOBA.

N xnana [lpunnecca. XKnpana Toro, KTo cymeeT pa3rajarh €€ 3arajiky.

A y cTaporo MelnbHHUKA, Y€l IOM CTOSUT Ha U3JIy4rHe peku, Obul chiH. [leBen. Tpybamyp. Beic
KU3Hb CTPAHCTBOBaBLIMU. [Ipomennmii TeICA4U ThICSY JOpOT. BCro xu3Hb nen oH necHu. O Mupe,



O CJIaBe, O KU3HU U CMEPTH. ..

N uto camoe maBHoe... 106wt npekpacuyio [Ipunneccy. bezorsetno. M3naneka. He Hanesce
Ha OTBETHOE YYBCTBO.

Korzma on ObLT elie coBceM MaJIBMUIIKOM, TO YacTO CIEIMI 3a TEM, KaK OHa TYISeT Mo caay B
COIIPOBOKJICHUM CITY’)KaHOK, HSHb M yunTesieil. [louTu kaxaplil IeHb Ha €€ MONOKOHHUK OH KJajl
MOJIeBbIC IBETHL. M B TAIBHUX TOPOJAX U YYXKHUX 36MJISIX TOJIBKO € MOCBAILATI CBOU MECHMU.

Iloka He ycablman 0 Hepa3raJaHHOW 3arajke.

Tot 4vac ke BepHyJics oH K Heil. Bo aBopett. Cusist ynbiOkoit. 1160 3Han oH OTBeT.

Ero ve myctunm maxe Bo aBop. Ho on xe Obu1 Tpybamypom! M HOUBIO, TOYTH TIEpe] CaMbiM
paccBeToMm, Korma Bce cmanu, 3anei. [Ipsmo mom cremamm nBopua. M Ttomeko IlpexpacHas
[TpuHnecca ycapimana ero. Y ciplmana OTBET. M OTKIMKHYIOCH CIISIIee cepale. . .

YT1pom ux He Hauwd. .. M Mecsuem nozxe... M rogom...

TonbkO ¢ TEX MOp 3aBEIUCh B KOPOJEBCKOM cady JBE MaJleHbKHMX NTUYKU. OJHa spKas.
Kpacupas. C 3010THCTO-OMPIO30BBIMHM TiephIlIKaMUu. A BTOpas cepeHbkas. He npumernas. Hc
oOnagaronas 00KECTBEHHBIM FOJIOCOM. ..

Crnosar i1 mpo MeHsI KOTr1a-HUOyIb TaKyr0 CKa3Ky?

(Kusoxenka Jlana,
Mecsil 0eroBoj1, 8 AeHb roJiyO0o BOJIBI).

Bpewms Hukorna He ctouT Ha Mecte. bexut. Muntces Brepen. Hu pasy He marayiio oHo Ha3a.
Hu pa3y He octynuioch win obepHynock. He 3amepio HU Ha OAHO €AMHCTBEHHOE MTHOBEHHE.
XOTs1, MOXKET 3TOr0 HUKTO MPOCTO HE 3amedan?

Jlana He 3Hana. XoTh M co3AaresieM Jirojaei Obu1o Bpemsi, HO... €ro CUJIbl U CIIOCOOHOCTH —
HeusBecTHHI. Jlaxke Beunoctu. UTo ke rOBOPUTH O HEl?

[Ipomen Ilpa3zgauk Koctpos. Ilponanu B Ki1aJ0BbIX [IBETHBIE TUPISHIL U (poHapuku. CHOBE
oJleJId Macku KutcyHe. CopsiTajii CBOM AMOLIMU U 4yBCTBa. []0 cieayroleil Tako! e HOYH. ..

OOparunuch Oesble cHera 3BEHSNMMH pydbiMu. OOHAXUIU COHHYIO M TEMHYIO 3emutto. Ere
XOJIOAHYIO, HO Y’K€ TOTOBYIO B3JJOXHYTH U 3aIIBECTH.

3amena CBOM NECHU Karelb. 3BOHKad. XpyctainbHas. W npo3paunas! Kak xpycrtanb ropHbIi!
benblif 1 puoNETOBBIN... A ele — pO30BbIil.

Koe-rne Ha mporanuHax crajia BUJHEThCS poOkas 3eieHas TpaBka. Camasi mepsas. PoOkuii
MPUBET OT KPACABUIIbI-BECHHIL. . .

A depe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl 3alBETyT MoACHEeKHUKHU. ToHkue. bapxarupie. C 0€I0CHEKHBIMU
KOJIOKOJTRIUKaMu JieriecTkoB. U BepOa. [lymmictas! [loxoxkast Ha MaJeHbKHUX CMEIHBIX 3BEPHKOB,
KOTOpBIE CIAJIA U MPOCHYIUCH! Y Tenepp XOTAT BRIOPATHCS U3 CBOMX TEIJIBIX TOMUKOB-TIOUEK.

A eciu Mook /1aTh €11le HEMHOI'0 TO MOXHO OY/IeT JIF0OOBAaThCS IIBETAMHU MaTh-U-Mauy€Xu, YTO
YCBITIST 3EMJTIO SIPKO KEJITHIM KOBPOM... A 32 HUMH 3alIBETYT OJTyBAHUYHKH. ..

JIukosano cepaue Kowu. Ileno. Heyxenn noxaanace? Jloxknanacs BECHbI?

M nenu nTuibl 3BOHKO-3BOHKO — 'Jlokaanace!'.

IToamurusano coIHEUYHBIM 3aliUMKOM coJiHIle — 'BecHa!'.

[lenTan nerkuii 10xxHbid BeTep — 'JKu3ub!'.

IIpupona cnaBmiia IONTOKAAHHBIA Mpuxon BecHbL lIpocHymuce 3Bepu. IloBbine3anu u3
VIOTHBIX HOpOK. Jlaxxe Sur ctan sxuBee! Becenee! /1a u paGoThl MpoKa3HUKY MpHOaBUIIOCK... He Bce
XK €MY TOJIBKO MeYeHbe Tackarh! MTak OThENCS 32 3UMY TakK, 4TO MOCMOTPeTh cMemHo! [lynmcras



MOJIYIIIKA HA KOPOTKUX JIANIKAX C XBOCTUKOM U MOPAOYKOMW, a HE TOpHOCTau!

A Bce 1Mo OHOW €TMHCTBEHHOU npuuuHe... [Ipocto omHaxabl yrpom Kopu ¢ Kowu rymsum mo
necy. 3a mpenenamMu nBopria. M aGcomtoTHO ciydaitHo Hanwiu JiebenuHoe rHe3no. C yOMTHIMU
nebeasiMu. benplif myx ObUT TOX0X HA CHET... TOJIBKO TEIUIbIA. DTO, HAaBEPHOE, MOKHO OBbLIO OB
Ha3BaTh KPACHBBIM, €CIIU OBl HE... KPOBb, OKpPACHUBINAs 3TOT MyX KapMUHOM. M BOT mo3TOMYy 3TO
ObUTO cTpalHbIM. JKyTKUM.

Ho eme Oosiee medanbHBIM OBUIO TO, YTO B THE3/IE OCTAJIUCh TOJBKO YTO BBLIYIHUBIIMECS
nTeHIbL. YeTBepo.

A Kopu He 3Hana, mouemy ee rocnoxka BAPYr crana Iakare. Tspkeno. Has3peia. OtuasHHO.

OTkyna e KUTCyHE 3Harh, yTo Ha pomuHe Koum nebenmn — cpsmeHHas nrtuma? Yrto 3a ux
yOMUCTBO YEJOBEK IUIATUT CBOEU >XKM3HBbIO? UTO y HUX 3TH NTHUIBI CUYUTAIOTCSA MOKPOBUTEISIMU
borunu JIxo0Bu?

Jlebenu e co3maioT mapy Ha BCIO KU3Hb... M eciam ymupaer oguH, TO 32 HUM 00s3aTelIbHO
cieayet apyroi... OTkyna uMm ObLI0 3HATh?

A nteHuoB He Opocuinu... Bo nBopen 3abpanu. [Iputorvnu. UToObl XOTh Kak-TO MCHPABUTE
qyXKO€ 3JIOJESHHUE. ..

S ke cTanm nmpucMarpuBarh 3a MaJCHbKUMH. YIAUBUTENbHAA 3TO ObUIa KapTUHA! 3a TUKUM
3BE€pEM, TOPHOCTAEM, YMHHO BBICTYNAKOT MAJIEHBKHE Cepble KOMOUKH... [IpaBma Tompko 1o
koMHataM. Bo nBop mTeHIIOB He myckanu. ManeHbkue eile oHu Obutu. Bapyr — motepsitorcs?
WNnu, yracu boruHs, konka 311ast peimT MOOXOTUTHCS?

TosbKO BOT pa3Be MOXKHO YCJIEAUTD 32 BCEM 3TUM 3BEPUHIIEM, €CJIU OJUH U3 MAICHBKHUX TAK U
HOPOBUT yOe€XaTh Ha BEpaHiy, BTOpOW — 3a0parbCs Kyla IOBBIIIE, TPETUM — HCKYNaThCcs B
ropsiueM 4ae, a YeTBEPTOT0 BOOOIIE HE BUIHO?

Paz B wmecsany Wmneparop mnoceman xpam borunu Bewynoctu. UToOBI MOTOBOPUTH CC
CBAIICGHHOCTY)KUTENIIMU. [lomonuTthes. Y3peTs Oyayiee. [I[poBepuTh CUIIBL

A BMecCTE ¢ HUM €3/IWJI YyTh JIM HE BECH JIBOPEI] BMECTE C YAHOBHHKAMHU M apUCTOKpaTueu. 3a
tem xe. [loromy uto Hano! [loromy uTro — mMeponpusrue!

Tonbko BOoT XKpemy 3TO BCE CTONMOTBOPEHHE PAJOCTH HE JOCTABISIO. A TOJBKO COTHHU
po0JieM, KOTOpbIe 00s3aTEJIbHO U CPOUHO HAI0 ObUIO penmTh! [IpuyemM BceM cpasy!

Bo aBopue ke ocraBagochk COBCEM HEMHOTO Hapoay. Tak, HECKOJBKO CIIy’KaHOK Ja CTpaxa,
4TO JOJKHA ObLIa OXpaHsTh BopoTa. A OoJblle ObUIO M HE HaJ0, MO0 Ha AoMe Branpkike cTosm
CUJIbHEHIINE OXpaHHbIC 3aKJAThS. ['Ope TOMy, KTO MOMBITAETCS HamacTh Ha aABopel. Pom xpaHut
3TH CTEHBbL. bepexeT. 3ammu@aer oT BCSIKOro Bpara. /Jla u KTo CMOXET CHPaBUTHCS C CHUIIbHEUIIIMM
u3 poJioB kuTcyHe? /la u KTo pemmrcs Ha 3TO...7

[ToaTomy ciokoitHo yexan Umnepartop. He nmpeasuen 6eapl. X0Ts JOKEH OBL. ..

3anbl U1 KOPUIOPHI JBOPIIA MOJHBI TaH W 3arafok. 31ech mieauch MHTpUru. [IponnBanacek
KpoBb. Clie3bl. 371ech YOUBAIU U MPOILIAJINA, Ka3HWIM U MUJIOBaIU. Yrpoxanu. [Ipsaranuce. bosuce.
HenaBupnemnu.

['oBopsT, uTO 31€Ch kUM npuBeneHus. Jyxu npouvioro. YUTo 31ech MHOTIA MOXHO OBLIO
BCTPETUTH naxxke boros. Mnu koro-to eme... Hanmpumep, T€X, KTO KOTHa-TO CKPBIBAICS OT YYKHUX
rj1a3 B 3a0pOIICHHOM JIOME. ..

— Bce rotoso?

Tuxuii, BTIaCTHBIA T'OJIOC.



— [a, rocroxa.
[TokOpHOCTS.
— OtanyHo. ..

Huuto He ycnokamBaeT JIydllle YallKd XOpOUIEro BKYycHOTO 4as. MsrtHoro. Jla co
CMOPOAVHOBBIM JUCTOM M 3eMJsIHHKOW ! BKycHO. ..

— Iotpscarome! Y Hac HUKOrAAa TAKOrO HE TOTOBUJIM. . .

Bot Tak BoT. 1 y monent ecte yemy noydnutbcss. OHM HE TOTOBAT 4Yasl U3 JICMIECTKOB PO3 WU
JUIUHN, cakyphl Wi xpu3anteM. OHU OepyT U UCIOIB3YIOT camble OObIUHBIE TpaBbl. Kakne MOXHO
HaTH moutu Be3ae. M mocmoTpute-ka... [lomydaercs HUUYTh HE XyXKe, 4YeM y JIMC-000pOoTHEH!
Jlaxke B 4EM-TO U JIy4lIE. ..

— Y AMBUTENBHO, TOCTIOXKA!

Jlerkas ymbiOka. Teneps y Kou crtano Ha eme omHoro apyra Oosblie. Mu3sy u3 JlazypHoro
pona. Ee nuuHbli cTpax. BepHbI U NIpETaHHBIN.

Eme o1HO cymiecTBO B 3TOM CTpaHe, KOTOPOMY OHa Morja J1oBepsTh. Kak Temno... Xopomo...

Munas u nynmcras obctaHoBka. Becemas. Spkas. JKupas. Kro ckazan, 4ro 3aeck Hel
nosepusi? EcTh, M OT TOrO, 4TO €l IOBEPSAIOT 3TU BEYHBIE CO3/aHUsI, OHO elle OoJiee goporo... Kak
OTIUJIATUTH 32 OKA3aHHYIO 4eCcTh? TONBKO JOBEPUTHCS CAMOM. . .

Ho nMeHHO B Takue MOMEHTHI 4Yalle BCErO0 U CIY4YarOTCs HECUacThs... Torma, Korga UX He
KAelb. .. Kak rpoM cpeau sicHoro HeOa!

— Musy-nono! Mu3sy-noHo!

Bor Ttak BpeBarbcA... be3 cryka. He cnpaunmBas paspewmenus. B nmoxkou HMmmneparopckon
XKeHbl... A ecnu Obl Brnagpika ceiiyac Obu1 31ech? Jlaxke crpammHo noaymars! Ho 4to B34TH ¢
HEeXIaHHOTO rocTs? OH Beb ele coBceM peOeHoK... [a eme u Peokuid.

A Mu3y ero 3Haet. [Ioromy uTo 310 ero ciyra. 13 ero qoma.

— Yto cnyuunocs?

— bena noma, roctionun! Maemre ckopee... ['ocnoska Baiia MaTyIka. ..

[Tokymenue. UTo %xe, 3TOro cieaoBasio oxkuaars. Y Kou cammkoM MHOTO Bparos... A pas Thl
CTaJl €€ IPyroM U COPAaTHUKOM, TO HaJ0 OBITh BJIBOE OCTOPOXXHBIM. [loTOMY 4TO Ternepb M Thl —
JAKOMBIN Kycouek. MuieHb. Kak u TBOSI ceMbsl.

A Mu3y He BbIpBarbcs. CeromHs ero nexypcrBo. Ero cmena... U 3amenuTs Hexkomy. Bee B
xpame. C Mmneparopom. Tem Oonee, uto on cam, CAM mpocun ceroHst octarscs Bo asopiie! Tak
YTO... HUKY/A HE JIEThCA.

N Kom sto monmmaet. 3HaeT. Ho y Hee Toke ectb mMama! JlroOumas m nparorenHas! K
KOTOPOM J1ayke €CJIM 3aXouelllb — He Jo0exullb. J[ameko oHa cluiKkoM oTciofa. Kak u Bcs cempdl.
Jla ¥ He OTIYCTUT €€ HUKTO K HUM, AK€ €CJId Obl MOKHO OBLIO JIOJIETETH, 100€XKaTh, AOTIBITh. ..

OHa noHUMaer.

— Wnu. Co mHo# Oyzet Bce B nopsiake. Kopu ke octaHercs. ..

Comuenus... 3auem? Benp 37ech BCe 3HAIOT, HACKOJBKO CHUJIBHO ThI JIOOUIIb U YyBaXKaelllb
cBOl0O Marb, Jlazypuseii. Kak oOeperaemms cBoux cecTpeHOK... bamyenmws wux. CragoctsaMu
3aKapMJIMBaClllb, KOT/Ia HUKTO HE BUJIUT. ..

He comnesaiicsa. Unu. Tam ThI Hy)kHEe Oy/iemb. ..

EU THI ceiiuac HyxHee. He Jane-Kon.

— Wmmn. U "e Oecriokoiics o HAC. ..

Kopu He cormacHa. Bon kak cmotputr ykopusHeHHO! Kak moxHo... Ho 3T0 mpocto ot



HenmoHnMaHwus! Begp oHAa HM K KOMY HE TIpUBsI3aHa A0Ma, KpOME JISIIH. . .

A ctpaxk He MokeT permTcs. Cep/ilie y HETo pa3phIBaeTCs MEXIy POAHBIMHU M J0JATOM. Ecim
yTo ciyantcs ¢ Kom — ero xasuar. Eciu 4To ciayduTcs HENonpaBUMOE JIoMa — OH caM cebe He
npocTut. Kak cja0XHO... U mIPOCTO.

Wnn xe, tiyneiid. Uau. Tebst Tam KayT. ..

U on penmiics. Basut Mmons0am naBaHIOBBIX T1a3... Kunyncs qomoii. Tyna roe cepare.

— 4 BepHYCB...

SIpkrM CBETOM TOpENIM CTAPUHHBIE NMUCBMEHA, MPUYYIJIMBO OTPAXKAACh HA YEPHBIX CTEHAX,
MPEJIOMIISISACH M CO31aBasi HOBbIM y30p. Kaxnoe HoBoe MrHoBeHue. Kaxkiplii HOBBIN MUT.

OuBanyu 4y)KHe€ MUPbL, HE3HAKOMBIE, TPUUYJIUBBIE U CTPaHHbIE. [0 KOTOPBIX pyKOU MOAATE.
Orcropa. [loromy 4T0 — Haydano JOPOTrH, KOTOPOUl OBITH HE JOJIXKHO.

['myx0 3Bydasim 4yXIble YEJIOBEUECKOMY yXy mnecHu. He TO menor, He TO PbIK, HE TO
Kypuyanue... He noHATs.

Otpaxanuce, 3BEHENIH, UCKpUIUCH 3ByKM. OHU Benb Toxe kuBble. Hacrtosume... Korga
co3narotcs Tak! Bpoae Ov1 camu 110 cebe. ..

I'openu ToHKHE 3070ThIe CBeUM. JKUBOM OroHn. boxkecTBeHHBI. ETO HUKOITIA HE 3a)KUTalu,
OH 3aropajics cam.

N muibio co3nanue o rpansMm mupa. I[lo Ilyrsam, mo Jloporam. He u3BeganubiM. HexoxeHbiM
HaxopsammmMmcs 3a TOHKOM ITayTUHOM )KU3HEN 3TOTO MUDA. ..

Ho ortuero Tak TpeBoxxHO ObeTcs cepaue? Uto He maet paccaaduTbea? YHUTH OKOHYATEIBHO?
[1o Toporam Koropemm Het Konnta. Kotopsle oH 3HaeT, Kak CBOM IISITh NAJIBLIEB. . .

Tsbxeno. TpeBoxxkHo. CTpalHo... HO HE EMY.

A xomy xe?

Yto H0JKHO CaydyuThes? UTo He JaeT moKosi?

Ho monutBy npepeiBarh Henb3s. He npoctut boruns takoro. Hamo 3akoHunts. Y BHyTpEeHHEE
HaIpsoKeHUE He BbIIACT HU 4TO. Bee Takke CIOKOWHO OyAeT JKIlo, CKpbIToe Mackoi. Bee Takke
pacciabiieHa mosa.

[To3a xu1HUKa TOTOBOTO K aTake. Maso Ju. ..

Huxorna He 3Haeun, rae Teds OyeT nopKuaarh onacHocTh. 3nad. JKecrokas. becnomaanas.
HagpesiHHas 4yk0M BOJIEH.
N kak crmactuch, eciu y caMoro He xBaraet cui? Eciu Bce naneko... M HeT Hagexab1?

A rae-to naneko... Ha CeBepHbIX OCTpoBax 1apuia Ho4b. Yike. X0Ts Ha PaqyXHyr0 UMIIEPUIO
TOJBKO-TOJBKO CITyCKaJICSI BeYep, OKpalMBas CTpaHy B 30J0TO U OarpsiHen. IlBera
NmMnepaTopckoro goma, KOTOpble HE OY€HBb-TO CHJIBHO JitoOuia Jlana...

A 311€Ch, TI1e cervac BCe JBINAI0 MOKOEM U TUIIMHOM KTO-TO He criasl. He cMoTps Ha mo3gHee
Bpems... B Ilocneqnedt kpenocTu B OKHE cCaMOM BBICOKOM OalllHU ropesl OJJMHOKHUM OTOHEK CBETa.

Ho 4to Morso 3actaBuTh 3TOr0 4ejaoBeka He cnaTh? HapylmTh npuBbIUHBIA 00pa3 >KU3HU?

TpeBora. He 3a ce6s. 3a npyroro. Haxonsimerocss odeHb Jajaeko oT 3Toro mecra. M He ObLIO
CHJI TIOMOYb. .. XOTS CEepIle 3aX0UI0Ch B 0e3MoIBHOM Kpuke. CToHana ot 601U ayIa.

Ho nenw3s nnakats. He momo6aer 5To BOUHY...

Tonbko, 4TO Aenarb, €CIW BAAIM yrpo3a HABHCJIA HaJ POAHON KPOBMHOYKOW? UTO Aenars,



€CJIM CITaCTH He MOXemb? He MoxeIb 3alMTUTh COOCTBEHHYIO JI0Yb. ..

— bor Bpemenu... Tel co3gan Hac. Bpoxnyn xu3Hb... Thl Bcerma ¢ Hamu... He mai
NOTUOHYTH AUTATKE OC3BUHHOMY. .. 3alMTH, OTPaJIU, COXpaHH. ..

W nunis ucKycaHHBIE B KPOBB T'yOBI IIEMTYYT MOJIMTBBL. B3bIBalOT K cripaBeiiiuBocTH Bpemenu
Oriy, 4TO BCerja XpaHui ux...

Hudero y Hee He ocTaioch KpoMe HaJek/Ibl 1a MoauTB. Huuero.. .

TpeBoxHO ObulO Ha cepaue U y Kacymu-gono. CHMIIKOM THUXO B IOCIEAHEE BpeMs B
Nmnepun. HepeanbHo npsmo-Taku. Beero nummb mapa apak. /la v To TOABKO cpeau HECACPKAHHOV
MOJIOJIEKHU... A 3TO pa3Be cuurtaerca? Tak, pazprneueHne u HegonoHumanue! Emy nu He 3Harh!
Cam xe Korna-To OblT TAKUM JKE... 3aJUPOH.

Hu onHoro orpasienus. XoTs Obl MaJI€HbKOTO U To4TH O6e3BuHHOr0! Ho — Her.

Hu onnoro youiictBa. Ho 310, BipoueM, MOKHO 3alIMCaTh B IIIOCHI. ..

Hu onnoro nokymenus. /{axxe nonsITok He ObUIO!

CrpanHO, CTpaHHO... TpeBOXKHO.

Kak 3aTumnise nepen Oypei. ..

Tonwsko Hax keMm npoHeceTcs 3Ta Oypsa? Koro 3atponet? Koro mokapaet?

TpeBoxno Ha ayme. Kto? Kto ocmenutca?

Her orBeroB. Het pemenuii. Het naxe nHamekos... I nMeHHO 3TO 1 HanpsraeTr cuiibHee. Krc
xeprBa’?

JloBonbHO ynbiOaniack Beunocts. He mpomator borum HenoBunoBeHusa. Ox, He mpomaioTr. V
MmcTaT. Kpacupo. Tak, kak He cHUTCS Jaxe aucaMm-o00poTHsaM! Ee netsm... XoTs yx UX-TO B 3TOM
JIeJIe CYMTAIOT MpU3HaHHbIMK Mactepamu! Ho...

Nuage y nux Bce! CoBcem. [loToMy 4TO OHHM wHarle OTOMPAIOT caMmy XH3Hb, TOTO Ha KOTO
HalnpasJ€Ha UX HEHaBUCTh. Benp Tak npoie. .. beuio n HeT Bpara.

boru xe... Orouparor camoe noporoe. ITo kpynuukam. [locrenenno. Illar 3a maram moaBoasT
K OOpPBIBY...

[lepennerator HUTU cyned Tak, 4To BhIOOpa HeT. M ecTh TonbKO OgHO pemieHue... OnHo
€IUHCTBEHHOE. M3 ThICSAY Apyrux.

[Ipeirars! Tyna, BHU3, I1Ie paccTeNIa CBOE MOKPHIBAJIO ThMa... M HE (PAKT, YTO Thl CMOXKEIIb
yIepKaTbCs B Bo3ayxe... [lepenereTs.

OmnacHoctb. Ee Bkyc ocTpo omrymancsa B Bo3ayxe. Tepnko-ocTpeiid. [Ipsubiii... Kak xoporiee
noporoe BUHO. BrinepxanHoe. HacToslHHOE Ha COTHSIX WHIPEAMEHTAX... PENKHX U HE OYEHb.
TouHo BeIBepeHHBIX. UTOOBI CO3/1aTh 3TO BKYC. HEIMOBTOPUMBIIA. . .

Kto cmeet Opocars eMy Bbi30oB? HukTO. 3HAa4UT, HE OH TOT, HaJ K€M HaBucia yrpo3a. He B
stoT pa3. [loromy uto Bce EI'O Bparu 31ech, B Xpame.

ToJsibKO OT 3TOrO HE Jerye...

Spko ropsat cBeuu. [lnsmer orons. OTpaxkaroTcst IPyr B Jpyre, CIOBHO Obl CKa3aTh YTO-TO
XOTAT... Ynpeauts! beay orBpatuts!

HenounstHo. Jlaxke emy.

Komy yrpoxaet onacHOCTh?

B3ariisin 3010ThIX B3I CKOJIB3UT MO CTeHaM Xpama. PaccessHHO u 6e31yMHO.

CrpanHo... OT4ero ero 1eiblid 1eHb HE OTITYCKaeT TpeBora. becrnokoncTso.



Oronsb. JIackoBbIN, HEXKHBIN, CTpACTHBIN. beno-anoe kumono. Tanen y Koctpos. [Ipa3zaauk. U
mernort. .. [Tomybe3yMHbIN, UKW, CTpacTHBIN. [ OpbKO-Cclaakue MomeyH. . .

— Kowm...

N B3MeTHYnUCH Oelble XBOCTHI BIIEPEMEIIKY C 30JI0THIM IIeTKOM. I KHHYIOCH BCE CYILECTBO
Tygna, r1e obi1a onacHOCTh. [1o rpansM. [1o TOHKKUM JydaM 3aXOSIIETO COJIHIIA. . .

— I'ocnioxka, s mpuHEcIa BaM MOJOTEHIIE. . .

— Cnacu6o, Kopu. { ceifyac elie HEeMHOTO U BBIHY.

Vnrei0ka. JloBonbHas. PaccnabaeHHasl.

— A TBI HE 3aBapulllb TEX CBOMX TPaB, a? OUeHb YK XOUYETCH. ..

Kopu toxe ymena cmenmBarb TpaBel. M y Hee Obuii cBOM HanmuTKu. Kak U y ee rocrnoxu.
Kaxxnomy — cBoe. Y omHoM cBoi 4aii, y apyroii — cBoii. Ho Tem u myudrie. Takoe pazHooOpaszue.
IIpusrHoe. ..

N3-3a TOHKOW NEPEropoJAKH MOCIBILIAJICS TOBOJIBHBIN CMEX.

— Ceituac caenaro. ..

A 0aHU y KUTCYHE W JIIOAEH pas3Hble. 3€Ch €CTh BOa B MPAaMOPHBIX OacceiiHax, HE OYEHb
OOJIBIIIMX, U TIap CTEIONIMICS HaJl BOJOM. A eltie 1IBETHI. [IpsiMo-Taku B OrpOMHOM KOJIMYECTRBE. ..

A y Hee JIoMa HEeT HHU 0acCeHOB, HU JIOPOTUX U PEIKUX IBETOB. 3aTO €CTh KAPKUU OTOHb,
BO3/IyX OT KOTOPOr0 TPYIHO JAbINIATh, OEpe30Bbie BeHUKH... [Ipa3muuk st aynm! A 3umoi eie u
cHer! XonoaHbIN-X00HbIN! BOT ObIBaIO BEIOSKUII pa3ropsiTueHHBIN, YMOCIILCS CTYICHOW BOIOM,
a TIOTOM OIISTh TyJa, B O1arociaoBeHHoe Tero! M Tak Xopoluo cpasy JieaeTcst U Beceso!

TosibKO BOT, YTO-TO JIBIIATH U 3JI€Ch TSHKEINO... BhixoguTh Hamo... Kak Obl He yropeTh. XoTs
3J1ECh TAKOTO OBITh HE MOXKET. ..

Horu ne nepxar... M mouemy Bce mubiBeT nepen niazamu? Hudero He BuiHO. TOMBKO Kakue-
TO Pa3MBbITHIC MISITHA. . .

Jlpnmars TpyaHo. .. ['pyas cioBHO OBl CAABHIIO JKEJIE3HBIMU TUCKaMU... He mponoxuyts... Hu
IJIOTOYKA BO31yXa... TsKero...

Bot u ronosa 3akpyxwunack... [louemy ona Ha nosry? Bpoge Obl Tosibko cTosuta... Boma... U
oenbiit TymaH. He HopmanbeHbii. Taryuuid. He naronmii B310XHYTb. . .

— Ilomorwure...

['yObl mIenyyT, HO HE 3ByKa HE CpbIBaeTCs ¢ HUX. belnblii TyMaH. ..

3Byk maroB. Penmrenehbiii. beckomnpomuccHbii. Kak cmeprenbHblil mpuroop. En.

A cun yxe Het... Hu xanmm He ocTanocs B U3My4EHHOM TETIE.

Tsoxeno... bieck... Yero-to... Her cu...

Yro-to ynano. U Bpoae, pazouinocs... Yeit-to kpuk. HanpeiBHbIN. MicriyranHbIi.

— Ma...Mma...

3ByK MMaJaroero tena... Ysu-To XoJIoAHbl pyku Ha JI0y... Her, He Tak. Jlensusie. U ronoca.
He pa3o0Opats. Bce kak ckBO3b Bary...

W Oenblil TyMaH. .. CMEIIAHHBINA ¢ pO30BOil BOJIOK... min kpacHoU? [1noxo BunHo... Tsaxeno...

KTto-T0 30BeT... Her cunm orBeTUTS. .. Jlaxke meBeIbHyTCH. . ..

Ee kyna-To Hecyr? HeuszBecTtHo... CTpanHo...

benoe... Kpacnoe... 3omotoe... YepHoe... CTpanmHo...

A nmoroM Kowu okyrana temHoTa... becipocBeTHas. besnanexHas. ..



TI'nasa 10

C camoro Hayaja, C TOTO MOMEHTA Kak s y3Haja, 4To 3a cynb0a MHE yroToBaHa, MHE BCETa
OBLJI0O MHTEPECHO — KaKas 1ieHa OyleT y MeHs 32 MOH aap... UemM MHe npuAeTCs OIIa4YuBaTh CBOM
MyTh U BO3MOXXHOCTbh MEPEIJIETaTh HUTHU Cy1e0 U MUpa...

O nocnenueit s 3Hana. XKusub. Bes. Jlo kammu. Tak roBopuiia TpaBHHUILA, HO... s HE BEPIO B TO
YTO HEJIb351 U3MEHUTH 1IeHy. UTo kK, KOraa-HUuOYAb s 9TO y3HAIO.

A mepBble 1Be... S He 3Har0. OaHako, cuutaeTcs, 4To boru 3adupatot To, 06e3 uero Tedbe Oyner
OYE€Hb TPYIHO...

Moxet — BpyT, MOxeT — HeT. Ho 1o sieregnaM — rnpasza.

Taxk onna Benpma-kpyxkeBHHMIIA 3a HCIOJB30BAHME Japa CHadalia OIUIATHJIA CYET CBOHUM
cepaeMm. OHa pa3zyumnach JitoOUTh. Ee nunmiam 3Toro yyBctBa. A motom — gapoM. UTo Takoe
Benpma 6e3 mapa? HecuactHoe co3manme... Tak 49TO TpeThe BMEMIATEIIBCTBO CTAJIO JJIsI HEe
6marom. 100 He kuja oHa ¢ caMOro MepBOTO NEpEIIeTeHHs Kpy)KeBa cyne0, a CyIecTBoBaa.

OnHako M mpocuiia OHAa MHOTOrO... 3a Takylo LeHy. Brpouem, boru camu pemaroT, 4eM Mbl
OILIATUM CBOIO JAE€P30CTh... B mepBbIif pa3 ObUT ciaceH TOT, KOTO OHa JIFoOuIIa O0JIbIle KU3HU. A OH
ee — Her. C apyroil yreumica. Bo BTOpold — OCTAHOBJIEH BCAJHHUK, 3aTONTABIIMKA TMPOCTYIO
JIEBYIIKY B cepoM marbe. Kak okazamoch — mpuHIlecCy. Ta BOMHA yHecaa MHOTO Xu3Heil. Benpb
BCaJHUK Ob1 He BoMHOM uiu rpadom. IlpuHuem. ToibKO BOT, MPOCTHIE JIIOAM OO0 3TOM HE
3HAWOT... [la u xyna um!

BoiiHbl He ObLI0. A TIPUHIL C MPUHIIECCOMN MOKEHUIUCH. 1 1B KOPOJIEBCTBA CTAIM OJHUM.

TpeTtbe — U3Hb 3a XU3Hb. BeapMa ynuia B 3akar, pacTBopwiack B HeM. M o Hel cranm
ITOMHUTH JIUIIb MBI 1a ©3MEHEHHOE KpYy*)€B0o. HaM 3T0 BUHO. DTH HUTH NPSAMO-TaKH PEXKYT IJIa3.

Xota HeT... O Hell HOMHUII elle KOe-KTO.

CnaceHHblIi ke... He 3a0bUI, XOTs JOJDKEeH ObuUl. bponsuunii moat. Toxke cropsiimmii ¢ cyap00ii.
C moogpmu. CTyyanmiicsi CBOUMH CIOBaMU B JIFOJCKHE CEPALA. ..

Ero nydime cTuxu MOCBSIIEHBI TOM, YTO CIacjia €ro oT pa3doitHukoB. f umtana ux. OHH
pexyt aynly 6e3 Hoxa... KTo 3Haer, MoxeT yacth Benbmbl octanach ¢ HUM? JXKU3Hb 3a KU3HB.
Yro-To Bceraa ocranercs... OCOOEHHO, KOT/Ia JKEPTBYIOT — TaK.

Eme oqaum BMenmBarommMcs B cynbObl 0611 Cemoit BouH. OH He pommiics ¢ 3TuM gapom. OH
3aCITYKUIL.

boit y mepeBana. Cnacennoe Oymynme... MHOrux pac. [letu. borm m Harpamunu ero, u
HaKa3aju...

["'onoc mpoMeHsH Ha )KU3Hb KA3HEHHOM JIIOAbMU OpYaHKU. E€ COXKINIM Ha KOCTpE.

MacTepcTBO, BOBMOKHOCTh Cpa)arbCsi HA MaTh JIETEW, OCTAaBUMXCA cupoTramu. He mor on
MPOWUTH MUMO JIFOJICKOTO TOps. MUMO ciie3 JeTei. ..

Kusnb oH otnare He ycrnen. Ero younu te, Koro oH Ha3biBajd coparHukamu... [Ipeganu. On
HE yAUBUJICS. 3HAJ... U HUUETO HE CJeJall. 3aueM Cpa)kaThCs, €CJIM BCE paBHO HE OyJIeT MOKOs?

N Bpewms cxxanuiock HajJ CBOMM ChIHOM. [lomapuio Bropoe poxiaeHue... B o0iauke 3Beps. On
KUB U 1O ceil neHb. OXpaHsIeT BBEPEHHBI eMy Jiec. benblii oieHb C cepeOpsHbIMU poraMu... S
BCTpeuasiack ¢ HUM. JlaBHo... U s pajga 3a Hero. 160 OH — cYacT/uB.

S Ooroch TOro BpEMEHH, KOTJa MHE MPHUAETCS IUIATUTh IO cYeTaM. 3a JapOBaHHYIO
BO3MOKHOCTb. M 4TO camoe cTpammHoe — MOHMMAl0, YTO PAHO WJIM TO3AHO S BOCIOJIB3YHOChH



napoM. [Ipunercsa. Mae He ocTaBsT BbIOOpA.

(Knaspkenka Jlana,
MecsIl SIroj1, 17 n1eHb aloi 3eMJISSHUKHN ).

Ei#t yTo-TO cHUiloch. CHauana HE3HAKOMOE, Uykoe, myratoiee. OHa oT koro-to yoerana. Kyna-
TO Oexana. A BOKpyr Obuta TemHOTa. VI B HEM CKpBIBAIOCH UTO-TO CTpammHoe. becnoiagHoe.
Kaxmymee novimars ee. Ciomars kak papdoposyro kykiy. Ona Bujena ux Ha [Ipazgauke B omHON
u3 1aBok. Kpacussie u xpynkue. Kak yenoBek nepea KUTCyHE.

A 2TO 4TO-TO X0TeJNoO... Pa30uTh Ha THICAYM MaJIEHBKUX KYCOUKOB ee ayily. Mccrtpanasinyrocs
Y U3MYYEHHYIO. Y CTABIIYIO.

N He coOparb OygeT ee Mo OCKOoJKaM, He CKJIeuThb. [loToMy 4YTO HEBO3MOXXHO TIbUIb
npeBpaTuTh B hapdop.

Nuorna TeMHOTa OTCTYyMana, CMEHSISACh OJIEKIBIMU KpacKaMU U menotoM. YsumM-1o. Ono3Hark
KOMY OH IIpHHAJUIeKal OHA HE MOrja. XO0TA 1 xorena... O4yeHs!

Ho HecMoTps Ha Bce 3TO, WIENMOT 3Ball €€, HE JaBajl COpBarbCs B mponactb. Hascerma
3aTepsIThCS B BEYHOCTHU. B xaoce cOOCTBEHHOM JyIIH.

A eme xonoa. Yyxoi u pogHoit. OH ObUT HE Bcerna, HO... ObUI. OKYyThIBaJ MOKPHIBAJIOM.
HexubM TakuM, Kak myX... M 3To naBano cui 00poThes. 3a CBOIO MOYTH Yraculyko KU3Hb.

Ho TemHoTa naBuna... He Beimyckasna U3 cBOMX OOBATUM AOJTOXKIAHHYIO JOOBIUY.

Kak Tskerno...

A 1oToM Bce mponuio... Pe3ko, kak OyATO COH 3aKOHYMJIICS.

N Kou ouHynace B cBOuX amaprameHTax. Psjgom cupenu Onemgnbie 10 cuHeBbl Kopu u
Tamanm, Pepkas nenutensHuna. A okojo asepe — Xukapy.

— Yro0... CIy4naocs...?

Ee ronmoc moxomun Ha BOpOHBE KapKaHbe M ObUT €€ CIObIMMbIM. HO maxke 3TOT TuUxuit
HAJITPECHYTHIN IENOT 3Bydal moAaoOHO rpomy. [dna wux. [loromy 4Tto OHM Tak XJaiu ero!
Kapaynunu! bosuice mponycTuTs. ..

— I'ocnioxkal

— OuHynacs...

— XBana borune!

U cTonpko obnerdyeHust 3Byqaio B 3TUX IoJIocax, YTO U CKa3arh HeNb3s! bynTo Obl 1 HE XKaanu,
HE Yasyid, YTO BBDKHMBET, BEPHETCS K HUM TOCIOXa. BHOBb YIBIOHETCS M pacCKaXeT 4TO-HUOyIb
IOJ] Yail Ja TOpSYre MUPOXKKHU. .. MOXKET, TaK OHO U OBLIO?

— IlozoBute MMneparopa! ['ocroxka ounysnace!

3BeHEJ MOJ CBOJAMM JBOpLIA 3BOHKUM ToOJIOC. PajgoCTHBIA... W TpPYCTHBIA. YTO-TO
CIIyYUJIOCh... O YEM HE XOTST MOoKa roBoputh ei. [loTomy uto cnaba cnuikom. [1IoToMy 4TO TOJIBKO
OouHyJachk. BepHynacek B 3TOT Mup...

Ho cHavana...

— [IuTs...

VY 1y0 MTHOBEHHO OKa3ajlach 4allka ¢ MPOXJIaJHONW M TaKoW BKyCHOU Boaou. [lapa mioTkoB u
1o TeTy pa3nuBaercs nmokoil. Takoe gonaroxaaHHoe 0OJIerYeHHeE.

— A Tenepsb. .. paccKa3bpIBaTe. ..

TsroctHoe mouanue. Kak Hauars? Kak pacckazars o cinyuuBinmMmcsi? TpyaHo... Tem 6onee,



yTo IMnieparop He BeJel. ..

— Yro cinyuyuiiocs... Kopu. He momuu. 1 xe... BuKy...

Kaxxnoe ciioBo — masnenpkast 0016. Ho — Hao.

— 1 mpakTHYeCKH HUYEro W He MOHsIa, Tocnoxka... Yail s aenana... Bol ke momuute? Bawv
4aro 3ax0Tesiock... Hy s u yuuia. Beero-to Ha mapy MuHyT otonuia! A motom... [lotom...

B Banty xomHary BpeiBaeTcs Bianpika. be3 macku. C ropsaummu ma3aMu. Bece B KpoBu. A y
HETro Ha pyKax... Bbl!

Y MeHs Tak BCE U3 PYK U MOBAIUIOCH! A BHL... BEI...

[lo miekaM KatTsTCs cne3sbl... Heyxkenu 3To Tak Halyrajio MaJIeHbKYI0 KUTCYHE?

— bniennas... kak... kak cHer! Pactpenannas! I B UmnepaTopckoM KUMOHO. ..

Kopu cnpsrana nuno B nagonsx. Jloporo ei Bctanm 3TOT ciaydai... OX, moporo... UyTh He
noTepsia OHa cecTpy... Jobdumyro. Jla, Tak. IMeHHno poporyo u mrobumyto! He oxunana ong
storo... He xxmana na He 4dasna. Ho Tak ciaydymsioch, YTO YEJIOBEK CTAJ JJIsl HEE POIHEE MHOTHUX.
Jlopoxe Bcex...

— Bb1 uyrh He yMmepau Torga, MunocepnHas. Ecaum Ob1 Bnagbika omo3gan XoTs Obl Ha
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, TO Bac ObUIO OBl y2ke He cracTh. Jlaxke — MHe.

B3nox. Tsokeno mpusHaBaTh coOcTBeHHOE Oeccmmme. OcoOeHHO, Korma TeOs Ha3hIBAlOT —
aydiiei! YMeromei oToraate CMEpTh € caMmoro nopora... Ho uHorna u 3Toro — masno.

— Bawm Bmecto OmaroBonuit moamemianu 'benyto cmepts'. Ham motom pacckazanu... [sas
MOW.

DOTOT TyMaH BBHITSTUBAET kW3Hb. BCIO, 0 Kamiu 3a KaKUe-TO CUNTAHHBIC MUHYTHL... A 4TOObL
HaBEPHsKa Bbl OOJIbIIE HE BEPHYIUCH ¢ Hadaia Tpormbl MOA0CHaIM ellle U HaeMHUKOB. Bee J0MKHO
ObLIO MPOUTH Oe3 cydKa, 0e3 3aJI0PUHKH. . .

Jla, Bce JOKHO OBUIO MPOMTH UMEHHO TakK... HO He nporwio. M ciaBa borune!

beno-3010TeIM pocuepkoM NpoHeccs MmMneparop 1mo kopuaopam CBOEro 10Ma, 3aCTaBiss CIIyr
KaTbCsA K CTEHAaM B cTpaxe. YTo MOITIO HACTOJBKO pasrHeBars ux Mmieparopa, 4To OH IOYTH CTall
3BepeM? UTO MOYTH MEPEKUHYICA, TOTEPSIB BCAKYIO YEJIIOBEUHOCTD. .. Jlaxke HameKk Ha Hee!

A 0oTBeT ObUT IPOCTHIM... KTO-TO pUCKHY MOKYCUTHCS Ha TO, YTO MPUHAVICKUT eMy. To, uTo
oH xpanuT! bepexer myme rna3 ceoux! Kurcyne Besib &yTrkue COOCTBEHHHUKH. . .

Kuzup u cmeprs Kom mnpunamnexar tonbko Brnaasike Ekail. I Hukomy Oosbine... U
PUCKHYBILKE JTOJKHBI ObUIM 3aILUIATUTH CBOIO LIEHY 3a MOJOOHYIO AEP30CTh. ..

30/10ThIE [J1a3a HACMENUIUBO M TPE3pUTEIbHO omisaenu HaeMHukoB. I O3TO BouHbI?
Manpunku! BripoueM, 3amennme ciauiikom ganeko...HenpoctutensHo ganexo. M onu 3annarst
34 3TO CBOMMM KU3HAMMU.

Anass KpoBb pacTekKamu@sics IO MpPaMOpPHbIM IUIMTaM... Boma w3 mnpo3padyHoil crana
PO30BOM. ..

Pyku Cc OCTppIMH CMEpPTOHOCHBIMH KOITSIMH aKKypaTHO TOOHSIM O€3)KM3HEHHOE
YeJIOBEYECKOE TEJIO TaK, YTOObI HE IPUUYMHUTE Bpeaa...He HanectH pad... JIroau Benb Tak cialsbl.

— Bort Tak BoT. Bbl O0Jibllie HEJIE M HUKAK HE MOTJIM NpUTH B ce0s. Kazanoch, 4To BOT elre
YyTh-4yTh U OYHETECH... HO HEU3MEHHO YXOAUJIU. MBI yK€e BCe MepernpoOoBau. ..

He momuauTh... HaBepHoe, 310 u ecTth — 0Ojaro. [loromy uto Hu4ero 3Toro Jlaja He TOMHUT,
IouTn.

— Tam 06bu10 TemHo... U s yberana... oT koro-to. He momHio. A erie MeHs KTO-TO 3Bal...



ITocTosiHHO. ..

— Butagpika 1o HECKOJIBKO 4aCcOB HAaXoAWJICS ¢ BaMu JHEM. M moutu Bce Bpems HOubHO... U
mentan yTo-1o. He 3Har0. Mbl Bce yXOIMJIM B 3TH Yachl.

Tak BoT, 4TO 3TO OBLI 32 X0J10/1! Terneps CTAaHOBUIIOCH BCE SCHO... TONBKO BOT... moueMy Kopu
BHE3aITHO 3aMoJjI4aja?

— Yo eme?

OtBeprymuck. Cnpstanu auna. Yro xe cayuunocs? Uro?!

Bnesamnas norajaka o6oxria... Heyxkenn...?

— I'ne Mugy?

["onoc He cymaercs. CpeIBaeTCsS. DTOTO HE MOXKET OBITh. .. IIPOCTO HE MOXKET OBITH!

Tosnbko He oH! Het. Her!

— Hy, roopure xe!!

[To mekam TekyT ciesbl. OH Hapynma npukas... M3-3a ee mpockObl. O, BceMorynme boru
[IycTb 3T0O Oyznet He mpaBaou!

—TI'ne...?

— OH ymen Tponoro, rocnioxka. Tpu JIyHbI Ha3al. . .

Tpounblii 3am. W COTHH, COTHH KUTCyHE. PaBHONyIHBIX. 3anMHTEpecOBaHHBIX. Jlaxe
pagocTHbIX. CKOJIBKO k€ BparoB Obu1o y JIazypHoro poaa?

— TsI 0OBUHSIEIILCS B TOM, UTO MOKHWHYJ CBOM TTocT, Mu3y u3 poja Jlazypu.

CnoBa majaroT 1omo0HO KaMHsM. [IpuroBop He momnexuT obOxanoBaHuio. He ObiBaroT
KUTCYHE MUJIOCEPAHBIMHU. .. TaKOro MPOCTO HE MOXKET OBITh.

— Thl 0OBUHSIENILCS B TOM, UTO HE YOEPET MOIO KEHY.

Nmneparop mnopoOeH JneasHbIM BepiumHaMm rop. A eciu Kou He O4yHETCs, TO OIUJIa4MBaTh
onmbky Mu3zy OyneT Bcs ero cembsi. Mama, cecTpeHKH... Musbie, TI00MMBbIE, IparoieHHbIE.

— Ecnu Ty, 4To THI 00s13aH OBLT 3alMIIATH U XPAHUTH MO30BET Tpoma, To 3a HEeW yiIeT Bech
JlazypHbIi1 pon.

Tonbko HE 3TO! Boru, Tonbko He 3TO! IlycTh pacmnaumBaeTcss TOJabKO OH... He cembs. He
MaTh C CECTPEHKAMHU. ..

— IIpu3Haens i Thl CBOKO BUHY?

He ocnopunm. M tak Bce sicHo. Ero oOmanynu. IlomcraBuiii HACTOJNBKO MCKYCHO, YTO U
cka3arb Henb3s! Kak ke CMIIBHO MX HEHAaBUIAT...A yX €ro yMHparoumyr rocrnoxy... Her. Ilycts
XOTh OHa BbDKUBET! Ha3mo um Bcem!

— IIpusnaro. 1 cMupenno npuauMaro kapy, Biaapika.

OH cam moHuMaeT — 3aciaykus. Ho eciau Obl oH ocrtancd... Ecam Obl 1oAr B HEM 3Bydal
HEMHOTo cujbHee cepaua... Ecau Obl... Ecam Obl... Kak muoro stux 'ecam Ob'! Ho Hemnb3s
MMOBEPHYTH BPEMS BCIATh. ..

3BoH Meua. Bot u Bce. Bot u xonen. Panyiitech Bparu, I'nassl JIazypHoro pojaa 0osbiie HET!

Pacrasio B cu3oil ApiMKe oOe3miaBieHHoe Teno... Cmeptu — HeT. EcTh Tonbko Jlopora bes
Bo3sspara...

— Vinure... Yiigure!

Crne3ssl aymiat. 3acTUIAOT TJ1a3a MejieHoi. .. benoit-6emoii!

[lepernsinpIBalOTCS HEPEIMTENbHO CiIyrd. TsaHyrcss Kk Hell ToHkue pyru Kopu. CkopOHO
CKJIOHAET ToJioBy Llenutensuunia. OTBOpaunBaeTcss Xukapy.



— Bon! Bce — BoH!

Tuxuil mopox TkaHeu. 3ByK 3aJBUraeMbIx asepei. OnHa... Hakonen-to onxal

— Mu3y!

Oto0 Bce ee BuHa! OHa BMHOBara B TOM, 4To €ro He crano. Jpyra! IIpegana. [loncraBuiie
OHA...
N He cnbnmars el Oombie ero rosioca. He BuaeTh oTkpbiTOM ynbiOku. He cmesiThes Han
HUCTOPUSIMU O TIPOKa3axX €ro Cecrep... U Haja ero coOCTBeHHbIMU. He BhICTyImMBars UCTOPUM O
OsaropoiHbIX poaax u Brnaneiku. He nuth ciaakoro yaro aa He €CTh MATHBIX MUPOXKHBIX. .. Bmecre.

He uyBCcTBOBaTh 4yXOM 3aLIUTHI. ..

Hpyra notepsina! pyra!
— Muasy...

— T'ocnioxa, He CTOUT OPOIUTH O ABOPILY B OAMHOYECTRE. . .

Hesunumsiii ctpax. BepHbil muib ed. Beerna cienyrommi 3a Hel. Beerna Haxonsumiics 3a
ee cnuHOM. YUTo ObI HE CITyuusiock... YToOwl He mpukasan Mmmnepatop.

— Ho Benp BBl 31€Ch. ..

Vnei6ka. 1 Bce paBHO, uTo ckaxkeT Bmaapika! Musy juist Hee kak Opart. JIroOumblil U JOporoi
oparen. Uyrouky riymbiii... Ho 6e3mepno noOpsiii u xopoumii! KoTopsiil Bcera moMoXeT. ..

— U Bce paBHO — He CTOUT. Sl HE OT BCETO MOTY BacC 3allUMTUTh.

[IpaBna. Henb3st 3a0TUTBCS OT YKOPU3HEHHBIX UJIM HAITOJHEHHBIX HEHABUCTHIO B3MISAOB. OT
IENOTa, MPECIIECIYIOIETO €€, KOraa OHa MOKHUAAeT CBOM amapTaMeHThl. OT uyxux mbicinei. Mmu
HEHABUCTH.

— Ho ceronus takas yynecHas HOYb. ..

N Brpsams... JIyHa poOKko mIsiAuT CKBO3b obOiaka... Cepedpurcs cHer... OTKyIa-TO CJbIIATCS
CTapUHHBIE TIECHU. ..

— Hnewmre. S nmpoBoxy Bac.

XUTpUHKA MEJIbKHY/A B I1a3ax U noracyia. YToOsl, He mpuBeAr boru, HUKTO HE 3aMETHII 3TOU
MaJleHbKOM crmabocT!

— KpyXHbIM myTEM. ..

Ha crone nexar HECKOJIbKO PACKPBITHIX KHUT. MeNKO Apoxka, TOpUT JIETIECTOK OTHS Ha
TOHKOM cTebiie Oenoi cBeun. KucTe 3amepra B pyke...

— Kopu, He MOMHMUIIB KaKO€ MPOJA0IKEHUE Y 3TOTO CTUXOTBOPECHUS?

Kopu oTopBanach OT IIMThS, yIUBICHHO OAHSAB OpoBu. CTrxu?

— 3yO1bI JaTbHUX TOP

[ToepHyIUCH JIETKON JBIMKOM. ..

3ayMuMBbIM B3MISA) B HECYIIeCTByronme naiu...[lombiTka BcmoMHUTH...Beas cobimana,
CJbIlIaNIa OHA paHbie ero! JlaBHo, mpaBaa. ..

— Her, He moMHI10... A 9TO Takoe?

ToHkas urina MenbKaeT B yMEJIbIX pyKaX, poX/Jas Ha IIeJIKe JUBHBIN y30p U3 IBETOB J1a TOPHBIX
TYMaHOB. 3aCMOTPHUIILCS HA TOJ00HOE MacTepcTBO! 3amo0yenibes. . .

— Jla MyX OmnsiTh pa3BiieKaeTcs... EMy yKe IBETOB CTajI0 MaJo. ..

— XM... llepeknrouaerecy Ha CTUXH, TOCITOKA?

— Ilpuxonures. ..

Tsoxxu B3goX. BoT HamacTtb. ..



— 3y0I1bI TaTBEHUX TOP

[TopepHynuCh JIETKON IBIMKOM. . .

Bects nogaror:

Bort oH, HacTan HakoHeEI

[lepBrbiii BeceHHUI paccBeT.™

— Yro?

Mu3y cTOUT B IBEPSX U yablOaeTcs. 3apa3uTesbHO TAK, JIETKO!

— Tak 3akaHuMBaeTCs Ballle CTUXOTBOPEHHUE. . .

Kopu dwipkayna. Toxe mue!

— W 410 3710 3HAUUT?

Crpax noxain rmedyamu. OTKyga eMy 3Harh? 3arajika U CTUX BeJb ObUTM JaHBI HE emy...Kak
BIpoyeM u He Kopu.

— A BeZlb BEPHO. ..

JIBa 3aMHTEpPECOBAaHHBIX B3INISI/Ia, KWHYThIE HA CBOIO CBETJO YIBIOAIOUIYIOCS TOCIOXKY...
Koropas otragana. [lonsna...

— CerogHs — MEPBbIN JICHb BECHBI.

— Cwmortpurte, cmotpute! IlogcHesxxnuku! Pacupenu!

Xukapy ¢ Mu3zy cmerres... [loroMy 4TO MX cnyTHUIIA B CBOEM PAJOCTH TaK IIOXOXKA HA
MaJICHbKOTO pPEeOEHKa, YTO 3TO MPOCTO HE MOXKET HE BbI3BaTh YIBIOKH! OOBYHBIM I[BETAM
o0pajioBaack... KOTOPBIMU BCsS 3eMJIsl CKOpo yebinana oyaet! [llary ve crynuiib. .. A oHa!

— DTO € BCETO JIUIIIb [IBETHI, TOCTOXKA. ..

He nonsnu onu rorma ee pagoctu. He pazpenuim. Ho — mycTs.

— He-e-er! D10 nmpuser or Becubl! Manenbknuii 1 npoctoit... CMOTPUTE, KAKUE HEKHBbI
nenectku! [Ipsimo GapxaTHbIE. . .

N BrpsMb MoACHEXKHUKHW Ha AUBO Xopolm! Kpacussl... A Xukapy cpa3y BCHOMHUII IO 3TOMY
ooy ucroputo. M3 nercrsa. ..

— Mos maMa Bcerga roBOPUT, YTO ATOT Oejblid I[BETOK — yiIbIOKa. PoOkas, HO Takas
3agupuctas! [la xpynkas. ..

A Jlana u cama ynbioaercs. [loroMy 4To 3HaeT OTKy/Aa Moluia 3Ta (pasza npo yiabioKy...

— LIBeThI HE MOTYT OBITH YIIBIOKaMU, XUKapy... ['0CMoXka, HYy XOTh BbI-TO OOBSICHUTE €MY, YTO
ATO MPOCTO CKa3Ku!

— Moryt, Mu3sy. Moryr. I[loromy uto nx nogapui Becue Oren-conune. Ha ee poxaenue.

Buna 3axyecteiBasia Kou ¢ rosoBoii. Kak BONHBI Ha MoOpe B IITOPM 3aCTaBIISIIOT TOHYTh
Kopabsu. ITo BCe ee BUHA. ..

N Heyxenn HU4ero Henb3s caenars? Hukak He ucrnpaBuTh CyduBIIeeCs?

Huxkak... lllemuyr nepessbs B cany.

Huxkak... 0T3pIBa€TCA TEMHOTA, YTO MIPUTAWIACH B YIJIAX KOMHATHI.

Huxak... OTo3Basicsi OrOHB, TOPSIIMI JIETECTKAMU B MAJICHbKUX YaIllaX-MOJACBCYHUKAX.

Bpewms Henb3s MOBEPHYTH BCIATH, HO. ..

HukTo xe He 3acTaBiseT €€ MOBOPAYMUBaTh BCIISITH BPEMS... J[OCTAaTO4HO MPOCTO M3MEHUTH
OJIHO MTHOBEHBE. .. OUHYThCS PaHBIIE. . .

Bpemst MoxkHO 000iiTH. .. [ TaBHOE 3HATH KaK!



PanocTHO cmestace 3a rpaHbio MUPOB BeuHOCTSD.

— IIpaBunbHo! [IpaBunbHo, neBoukal [lepemierait HUTH... a 1 TOCMOTPIO... Pemy!

Kuznb nmokopHa Bosie cBoeit rocnoxe... Kak u Cynpba — npsaunsimmia xuzneit. Ho kak e
HE IO AyIlle TBOPUTH Takue cyAbObl! Tak 0OpbIBaTh HUTH KU3HU!

Cmepte Monyanusa. Eii Bce paBHO. ..

Tuxuil CphIBAIOIIMIACS TOJOC 3BYYUT MOIO0HO rpoXoTy Boponaaa. Cinosa aApesHue... Kak cam
mup. Kak comHile, cBeT, TeHb u xaoc. OOpaleHHbIE HampsiMyl0 K bormHe, OHU pPE30HAHCOM
OTPaXarTCS OT CTEH.

— O Cozpgasmmas mup u xuBoe... K tede yxomsar Bce... OT Tebst BeayT Havaso. ..

Cepaue cxumaeTcs B cTpaxe... YciblmaHa ju OymeT Monb0a? Benmp Tak ockopOuiia oHa
borunro!

— Ilnerymas cynbOsbl... Tebe nogurHens! XKuzHab 1 CMepTh. ..

Ho ot cBoux cioB He oTKa3zarecs... Aa U He ctaHeT Kou nmenares 3Toro! IloTromy kak roBopuiia
TOTJa OHA — MPaBAY!

— Orpunaromas J10p npea JINKOM cBouM... [Ipapoaurensauna KpyxepHu. ..

B3siBumiicss W3 HHUOTKYJla BETE€p BCKOJIBIXHYI IITOPHI, pa3dpocall MO TOJYy JIMCTHI
IEpramMeHTa. . .

— K Tebe B3bBato s... KpyxkeBHuma... 3a miuary Moro... Cuioit napoBaHHOM TO00IO...
3akynHaw!

Henb3s mokaspiBath cinabocTh. He mepen Toil, ube JUIO CKpblBaeT Macka. He mepen Toi
borunen, ot koTopoi orBepHynacs! OT CHIIBI Yb€H OTKa3ajaach, HO BCE-PaBHO MCMOIb30Baja ee. He
st ceost... [ns npyra.

— llepennerurech HUTH CYIHOBI!

N nponana xomuara. 1 ucue3 mup... Ha MTHOBEHHUE, UMSI KOTOPOMY BEUHOCTh... W crosuia
Kowu nepen borunein... Jlunom k nuny. I nasza B rima3a. beccmeptue npoTHB KOPOTKOTO CPOKaA.

— IIpuuuia Bce-Taku... Pemmiiace.

3a Mackol He yBUAETh HUYero. Jla 3To u He BaxkHO. BepHo?

— S roToBa 3anaaTUTh LIEHY. .. 3a IEPEIIETEHHOE MTHOBEHbE. . .

Cmex pe3anyi 1o yiaM.

— T'oroBa?! Xa-xa-xa! A cornamycs Jiv S TPUHSATH TBOIO LIEHY?

bonbHO... cMOTpeTh Ha 3TO... CyLECTBO. boruxto.

— YeM ThI rOTOBA 3aILIATUTH?

Bxkpamuussnii menot. Jlackosiid. Cnankuii. Kak men.

— A 4TO TBI XOUYEIIIb?

Harmno. MHaue — Henb3s.

— XM...

Tonkast pyka akKypaTHO yOMpaeT ¢ Jula MeaoBylo ueiky. M mpukocHoBeHue oOxwuraer. 1
XO0YETCs OTHIATHYThCS. COeXKaTh.

A BeuHnocts MosuuT. CIIOBHO OBI pelasi. . .

— 51 3a0epy TBOM CIIE3HI. ..

N nomepkna ThMma. YIUIO B HUKyJAa HUYTO. 3aKPYXKHUIOCh XOpPOBOAOM BpeMs. U apornynu
30JI0ThIE HUTH CYAEO. ..

*Caiiré (1118-1190) IN'opnas xuxuna: Bpemena roga: Becna



Tnaea 11

Buna. Ona TonkaeT Ha camble HeoOaymaHHble mMoCTynku. [lopol MX MOXHO Ha3Bark
oe3paccyanbiMu. Ho uto ecTh Ge3paccyncTBo?

Kutcyne xutpel. OHM TPOCYUTHIBAIOT BCE MOCIEJACTBHUSI CBOUX JACHCTBUU WM PELICHUU. A 5
HEe yMelo 3Toro aenath HaBepHoe, s 6e3paccyana. ..

Ho s ne 3nato kak >xuth uHave! IIpocto meHs He Hayymnu... He 0OBACHMIM Kak 3TO
nemnaetrcs. M mostoMy si Opocatoch B MOTOK XKWM3HU HE MiAnsd Hazaa. He omsgpiBasch U He
pa3aymMmbiBas. BnpoueM, Kak U BECb MOM POI...

[Ipbirath B mpomnacTh BCied 3a YK€ 000pBaBIIMMCSI MOCTOM... Sl 3HaK0, KakOBO 3TO. 3alTH B
rOpsilMid I0M FOTOBBIM BOT-BOT OOpyIIMTCS TeOe Ha TOJOBY. A Ha BEpXy, IOJ KpbIleh, ObeTcs B
kieTke ntumna... [lepennbith pexy 3umoil. Ha cmop. I moTtom 0oJjieTh B T€UEHHUE HECKOIBKUX
MecseB. Kakoil pa3yMHbIN 4€TOBEK MOCTYIMUT TaK?

Huxkro. Tonbko Mol poa.

B BoiiHe MBI 1IUTK B OMMHOYKY POTUB apMHUU U modexaanu. [lepen oqHUM M3 MOUX MPEIKOB
KOT/Ia-TO Jla)Ke€ CKJIOHSUIMCH JIpakoHbL. M ckopOenn O ero KOHYMHE CJIaJIKOrojochie cupeHbl. U
WMEHHO Ojarojapsi eMy HaM HE CMOTYT OTKaszarhb B moMoum 3ib(bl... Huxorma. 6o mapen
HAIlIEMY POAY IIBETOK JINOHUE.

CBSIICHHBIN IBETOK 3TOM PAacCHI. ..

JInonwue. 'Cusromas 38e3aa’.

['oBOpAT, 4TO OH W €CTh 3B€3/a, ylmaBias Ha 3eMit0. Ero jgenecTku cBETATCS HOUBIO Oeno-
rojyobIM CBETOM, B TO BpeMs KaK JIHEM OH COBEPIICHHO HEMPUMeEUaTeeH.

bespaccynabiM ObITh T10X0. .. [Io-MHEHUIO APYTHX.

A s cuuTar 3TO — BENWYaWIEd LEHHOCTHIO. 1IoTOMy Kak He MOHATH T€M, KTO HE Benal
0e3paccyCcTBa, YTO TaKOE cyMacluealiee cuactbe. OHO Bellb TOKE HEMHOTO 0e3paccyaHo. ..

He y3Hars UM, 4TO Takoe METh MECHH, CTOS HA YTECE BO BpeMs IITOPMa, MOJOOHO CHUpPEHaM.
He HoueBarh UM B Telllepe MEABE/s, NMPUKABIMCh K TEIMJIOMY KOpUUHEBOMY OOky. M He ecTh
BMECTE C MaJICHPKMMHU MEIIBEKaTaMu JIUKOTO JIECHOTO Mena uiau MmailuHbl. He BcTpedars um
paccBET BMECTE C MTULIAMHU, CUS TOYTH Ha CaMOMW BEPXYIIKE YETHIPEXCOTIETHETO Ay0a.

Msoro dero He y3HaTh UM... He cyxy s1. BITh Oe3paccyiHbIM COTTIACUTCS HE KaXKIbIil. . .

bnaro u nakazanue 3710... J{ng KpyxeBuui. Bece-taku kaxnas u3 Hac 6e3paccyana. [lotomy
KaK mepenuchiBarh cyap0y... Croputs ¢ Beunoctero... Kugars Ha antapb cBoel >KM3HH CBOIO
riary... Ilopont xecTokyro... MOXKET TOJBKO TOT, KOMY HE HM3BECTHO, YTO TAaKOE pacyeT MU
KOPBICTb.

(Kou,
MeECHI] pacCBETa, 5 IEHb 30JI0THIX JIy4eil).

[lepernenuce HUTH... B napyroit y3op Havanu ckiaibiBaThes... [loTuxoHbKy. CHIOBHO ObI
HEXOTSI.



Tospko He Bee 3T0. Jlaneko He Bce. Benb M3MEHEHO BCEro 0JJHO MTHOBEHHUE. ..

Ot10 oueHb Masio. Hactonbko, uTo u He ckaxeun! [ToToMy kKak, 4TOOBI HCIIOMHUTD JKEJIaeMOE,
HAaJI0 U3MEHUTH HE TOJILKO MTHOBEHME, Yac UM IEHb... M naxke He IpOCTO YblO-TO KU3Hb... Hano
nepenucarb COTHU >ku3He. COTHM [HEW, YacoB M MIHOBeHHMH. Tak, 4TOOBI MOTOM HeE
packasThbcs... B coBepiieHHOM. B niepenrcanHoOM. B nepenieTeHHbIX CBOEH Ke PYKOM HUTSIX. . .

A 310 — cnoxHO. OveHb. [loToMy Kak MOXKET B 3TOM NMEPEACTAHHONW KU3HU YMPET KTO-TC
emie. TOT, KTO HE A0JKEH ObUI B IPYroi, TOM, 4TO paHee CyIeCTBOBAA. ..

Ho — nmycTb. OHa caenana cBoil BBIOOP.

Mup He U3BONHII € JaTh Ja)k€ MTHOBEHHWS, 4TOOBI MpUIATH B cebs... Hu eit, uu mpyrum.
[Toromy uTO — paccnabnarbest Henb3s. He celiuac.

— I'ocnioxka?!!

Kou crosia B ienTpe koMHatsl. Ycranad. M3amyuennas. Ho xuBasi.

XOTs 32 MTHOBEHHME JI0 3TOTO JIEXKAJIa HA IIEJTKOBBIX MOAYIIKAX, YKPBITAsl CTETaHbIM IIIEJIKOBBIM
MOKpBIBAJIOM. YMmuparomas. 1 He gymaromias BO3BpaIiaThCs B 3TOT MUP. .. JKUBBIX.

Ho Tak 6bu10 nunm 1t Kopu, Xukapy na LlenutenbHUIbI, KOTOPBIE Kapayluiid €€ JIbIXaHHE.
3Banu Hazad, Kk HUM. UYToObl He npuBeau boruHs He ymnuia ux noapyra. He ormpaBunach 1ic
Jloporam 6e3 Bo3Bpara!

Tax 6pu10. Ho... He mnsa mee. 6o ounynack Jlama yxe Heckosibko AHel Brepen. MimenHo
BIlepe, a He Ha3aj. To Oymyliee Benb elle He HacTynuio... M He nomkHO HacTynuTh! Bens B HeM
OoJIbllle HET y HEE Apyra.

— Ko BBEI?!!

Bor eit u He BepsaT... CoBcem. Hu kanensku. Ho He mpoOrnema 3T1o0 Bce... Benp ecTh HeuT(
TaKoe, 4ero He 3HaeT HUKTO... Kpome Hux ¢ Kopu. /la moxet eme u Umneparopa. Ho oH ckopee
npeanoYnuTaeT ObITh CTOPOHHUM HAOIOaTesieM, YeM HETOCPEICTBEHHBIM YYacTHHUKOM... Emy
MPOCTUTENHHO Takoe... Bcesnanune. HeoOxoaumo naxe.

Brnanpika UMnepruu HOJKEH 3Harb MHOTOE O CBOMX MOMJAaHHBIX. MIHaue CcTaHET UTPyIIKOW B
pyKax IpUABOPHBIX. .. Haye ero ®u3Hb — 000pBeTCs. A 3TOTO AOMYCTUTDH HEJb3SI.

— S s70... Kopu. .

HenoBepunBOCTh Tak U XjeweT moTtokoM. Hanpsbkensl 10 npenena. M roroBsTcst copBarbes ¢
PYK 3aKJIMHaHUs. .. O0e31BUKNUTh. YHUUTOXKUTh. CTEPETH C JINIla 3€MJIM Bpara.

Ty, 4uro mocmena mnputBoputrca Jlagon. Mwmiol wux cepamaMm MOAPYro, cectpou!
Henpocturensno Takoe! Hukomy!

[IpaBunbHO J0AM OOATCSI MHOTOXBOCTHIX JiKC. [IpaBunbHO. Takyro cuily... HEIb3sI HOAYUHUTD.
C Hell MOYKHO TOJIBKO POJIUTHCHL. . .

— Bam pebenok, Vcuensronasi, He CHUMasi HOCUT Ha Illee aMyleT U3 JepeBa B popMe pbhkei
nuckl. C XUTpBIMU JTOHEINB3S Ti1azkaMmu. [loutn xuBoil. [louTn nMerommii aymty.

XoTsl Ipyrue BUIAT BCETO JIMIIb MOYTH HEeoOpaboTaHHBIM Kycodek jepeBa. He mist Bcex To
3HaHUE. ..

B3nox. OmapameHabsii. I ogHuM BparoM B KOMHAare crajgo MeHblle. KoHedHo BechbMma
YCIIOBHBIM, HO BCE XK...

— ¥V 1eb6s XuKapy moj| moJIOBHIICH B KOMHATE XPaHUTCS KHUTA )KECTOB M 3HAKOB. U 3aKyIsaTHA.
Ee mb1 yranmnm n3 Miiepatopckoro XxpaHujinna.

OtBoguT maza ysmuceHoK. KpacHeer. CTBIZHO €My 3a CONEIHHOE, HO BEOb OH BEpHET ee!
Korga-uuOynp. .. Korna Xpanutensb yxe OyAeT He TAKUM 3JIbIM U B3BUHUECHHBIM.



— A T, MOS Ha3BaHHasg cecTpa, Koraa-to 3agaida MHe CBoit Bompoc. Ilpabna,
MPEABAPUTENIBHO CaMa Ha HETO OTBETUB CIYKHUTEII0 Xpama BeuHocTu.

Eme e Beput. Ho y’ke comHeBaeTcs... Bonpoc ke y KaXJ10ro KUTCYHE CBOM!

— Mexay JUCTOB CTapOM KHUTH, HAWACHIb Thl YBAAIIMK I[BETOK... BbUI OH HpPEKpaCHBIM
KOTJ1a-TO, HO ceivac cropaet B orHe... CKaxul MHE, YTO CTaJIO C YIIEIIEH KPacoTO IIBETKA?

U Takoe 6b110... bbiio.

bausunack BecHa. C Jajnekux CU3BIX, MOTYMPO3PAYHBIX TOp Ayl BeceHHUM BeTep. CBOOOTHBIN
1 toHbIM. JlackoBbii... [loX0kMH Ha MaJIEHBKOIO WIPHUBOTO KOTECHKA, KOTOPBIM €IIE HE yMEET
OouThCs 3a CBOIO kKu3Hb. CoBceM elle MajleHbKUN KOTEHOK. C MSATKUMHU HEXHBIMHU JIAlIKaMH U
IIYIIMCTBIM XBOCTUKOM. TOJIBKO HAUMHAIOIMU CBOU NYTh KU3HU. ..

N B ToT nenp Kopu 3amanu ee Bonpoc. B mpucyrcteun mneparopa u Bcero ee poma. Toabko
cBod. Hukoro uyxoro.

XonmoOoum-10H0 OIMH U3 HEMHOTUX B IMniepuu, KTo MMeI npaBo 3ajaBarh Bonpocsl. Beiie
Hero 37ech Obul TosbkO Bmanpika. Ho... OTo Obuta yects. [ BCcero poaa TyMaHHBIX KHTCYHE.
Jlaxe ymenmnmx. ..

— Moii Bompoc k Te6e Berapmas Ha Ilyts Takos...

Bomnpoc 3Bywan gumb mis Kopu. 1M He mist koro Gonbie. Bee coOpapmmecss He MOHSIIN HE
CJI0OBa U3 NAJIbHEUIICH peuu CIyKUTelst Xpama. Hu equHoro ciosa.

Tonbko He 3HANIM BCE, YTO BEUEPOM TOT K€ BOIpoc OyaeT 3anaH keHe Mmmneparopa. ['ocrioxe
Kou. Camoii Berameit Ha I1yTs. ..

— W uto 11 OTBeTHNA, KOpH...?

JloBoabHas aucHYKa 3acMesiack. Kak sxjaana oHa 3TUX CJIOB!

— KoneuHo ke, 4To oHa 00paTuiiach BEUHOCTHIO. Bce Belb yXOMUT B HEE M HAUMHAETCS C
Hee!

TakoB TBOM OTBET, MaJICHbKAsA KUTCYHE. TakoBa TBOsA ayma. He nepenenars ee. He n3ameHuTs.
N60 310 CyTH €e.

— Pa3Be MOXeT ObITh IPYroif OTBET?

[TpoBokarus. Ho... MOXeT OBbITh M APYro¥ OTBET.... DTO MpaBJA.

CoBceM pyromu.

— 51 Obl OTBeTHIIA MHAYE. ..

HNuTepec, BCNBIXHYBIIMA B MIa3ax. HeTepriennBo B3METHYBIIMICS XBOCTHK. [10Kka Bcero nuiim
OJIH. ..

— Kak?

OTtkyna Tebe 3HaTh JereHapl CeBepHbIX OCTPOBOB, AeBoUYKa? Thl Bellb uyxkas TaMm. Tak ke, KaK
1 Kou Bam. Moxer He HaBceraa, HO II0Ka TOJbKO Tak... M HUKak nHaye.

— V¥V Hac ecThb UCTOpHUS O XyHOKHUKE U Jieylike. OH yIllesl CTPaHCTBOBATh M 3a0bUT O HEMl. A
oHa xaama. Ho mmo Bpems, u yBimana kpacora naeBymku. Ot ommHowyecTtBa. OT TOCKM. OT
3araeHHOU O0oyin. M Korja 3To CIyduIioch, Xy[JOKHUK BEPHYIICS, y3HAJ €€, HE CMOTpPS Ha CEANHY U
MOpUWMHBL YBUZEN ee aymy. M mokaszanack oHa eMy J1ake IPEeKpacHEM, 4eM KOIJa OCTaBIsI OH
ee...

Yyno? Ckaszka? MoxeT ObITb. ..

— Kpacora nukyna He yxomut ot Hac. OHa Bcerma ¢ Hamu. M TOJBKO cepjile CIOCOOHO
YBUJIETh €€ HACTOSIILYH0. Jla)ke, €CIu LBETOK JAaBHO YBSII. ..



— I'ocnioxka mos. .. Cectpunal

BosnoBanace. bosmacs. Ho Teneps Bee xopomo. .. [loka 4ro.

Cne3bl cMouniin pykaBa KMMOHO. YepHoro. C cuHe-3el€eHbIMH BeTKaMH coceH. Heyxenn
xopoHUTH Bbl Kou cobpanuch? Heyxenu Bce HACTOIBKO IJI0XO0 ObLIO?

Ho Teneps Bce mo3zaau. OHa xuBa. Beikapadkanace. M1 MmoxxHO — pagoBaThes!

A el1ie TOBOPST, YTO KUTCYHE HE IIAYYT. ..

[ImagyT, TONBKO peaKo. A OT CHACTBS U TOTO PEKE. ..

— Hy He m1aus. ... S xe oyHynacs... A 3qecs. ..

— MEI Tak OOSIIUCH, YTO BEI... BHI...

Ympet. Vitger B BeuHocTh. Ho He ymura xe? Xots mancel Obutn. M He manbie! OnHako, He
pazy 3TOro yrnjadeHa 1eHa... Mcnonp30BaH maHc. ..

— Ha ckosibko Ha3HaueHa Ka3Hb Muzy?

ok. Hda, 3naer Kou, uro 3Hars »TOro He nomkHa. Ho Benp 310 yxke Obuto. B Oymyiewm,
KOTOPOE€ HY’KHO U3MEHUT.

— Orkyna...?

— He Baxno. Korga?

[lepernanynuce. Penmnuce.

— Ha nBa vaca no nosiygHu. ..

— A celiuac?

— Iloutn nmonnews. ..

Cnemuce. Coumuce. Ho MoxkeT, OHO U siydlre. .. /{75 HUX )Ke caMux.

Y Peokent LlenuTenbHULIBI )K€ COBCEM HET 34eCh py3eu. [IpocTomonunka. He nocrorinas tov
MUJIOCTH, KOTOPOU HArpajauil €€ MYyXK.

Xukapy — omuHOK. [lotomy uto — papyrou. [lotomy 4TtO COBCeM HE ymeeT Jararb. A 3TO
TSDKEJO. .. 3/1€Ch, TJIe CHATas MacKa 3HAaYUT MHOTO OOJIbIIE KJISITB B BEPHOCTH.

A Kopu noBepsieT Tonbko cBoeil rocnoxe... JloBepsana. Panbiie. [loka He mompyxuiace
STHUMU JIBYMS.

— 3Ha4YuT y MeHs ecTh BpeMs... CnaBa borawm, eme ecTb Bpemsi!

Tosnbko OTKYynA €if 3HaTh, 4TO BeyHOCTH meperiesia HUTH Tak, 4Toobl Kon okasanachk B CBoei
KOMHATE 32 MUHYTY JI0 pOKOBOTO cpoka? UTOObI HUYErO HE U3BMEHUJIOCh. .. U MIEPEIJICTEHHbIE HUTH
HE CIIOKWINCH B Ipyrou y3op? M 4ro XpaHsAT 3Ty mynyro AeBOUKY Apyrue born? bpocusime BbI30B
Co3narenbHUIE 3TOTO MUpa?

Yto Bpemsa nmoctynuinock npuHiunamu... Uro JIro0oBs m3MeHuna miary... Heramuoro, Hc
ATOTrO XBATHUJIO. ..

Ho kak xe kpyxurcs rososa! I nHoru He nepxar. Ho Henp3s! Celiuac — Henb3st. OTAOXHYTE
oHa cMoxeT U motoM. Korga caenaer to, yto nomxHo. Cnacer npyra.

— Kopu, MHE HY)XHBI TP LIBETKA. ..

— Kakux, rocnoxa?

Kowu tsxeno onmyctuinack Ha KkpoBarh. Huskyto. Peznyro. K rydam TOT yac ke Oblia mogHeceHa
Yalika ¢ KaKUM-TO JIEKapcTBOM... IIpaBunbpHO... OHa xe OonbHA... M He jerko mancs nepexof. ..
3oB k boruse...

— benas nonesas pomanika... Hacuku. Po3ossie... 1 nacies.

Ilepen HeN cyCTss MTHOBEHUE JIEXKAIIO 3aKa3aHHOE. .. XOTS €IIe HE MPULUIO BpeMs [[BECTH UM
B UMmnepuu. Ho kurcyne — maru. Bee. be3 uckntouenue. M co3gare mapy [BETKOB 11 HUX —
nycTsKu. OOBIIEHHOCTb.



— A Tenepb OTHECH UX MOEMY MYKY.
OOBsICHeHUS 1 0TKa3 OBLIM OCTAHOBJICHBI JISTKUM B3MaXOM PYKH.
— SI 3naro. Ho Ttak Hamo... He Ooiics. OH moiMer...

Xonmboum-can u Kacymu-can BoJIHOBaluCbh. MUpP BOKPYr 3BEHEN M IOpaxkal CBOEH He
CTaOWJIBHOCTBI0. OH CIIOBHO OBl HE MOT PEIMTHCS CJeJIaTh HOBBIM IAr. 3aMep B MPEIUyBCTBUU
YEro-TO HOBOTO. ..

Toro, yero He OBLIO OYEHB, OYEHB, 0OUeHb JaBHO. 1 born momuanu... He XxoTenu mim He Morin
JIaTh OTBET?

— YTO cy4uIiock, Kak Bbl fymMaeTe, XomrnOommr-10H0?

boru monuar... Jaxe Benukas Beunocts... Mnu ckpeBaer uro-to? Ho uyto? Uto mMoxe
OBITh TaKOT0 BakHOTO? TOro, YTOT HAJO YTauTh OT COOCTBEHHBIX JI€TEH?

— He 3Haro... Ho Mbiciin ecThb, MO JpYT.

— Kowm.

— Mononas KpyxeBHuna neperuiena HuTH. .. HaBeproe. ..

— 3auem?

— He 3nar0. /la u otkyna mHe? He Ha Bce BOIPOCHI €CTh OTBETHI. ... A UTO U TOBOPUTH O TOM.
YTO JBHKET yenoBeueckuM cepaiemM? Taiina. KoTopyto He pa3ragaTh HaMm.

Crarys bornau 6€3MOJBHO B3Upasia Ha CBOMX co3aanui. [IpekpacHasi B CBOeM COBEPIIICHCTBE.
Bcecunbhasd, He 3Harom@asa rpanul. Coznasmas Mup... M takas ayxas. XosonHas. ToabKO HUKTO
He npusHaercs B 3ToM. CrpaiteH Beas rHeB borunn! Onacen. [laxe s Hux. JIuc-o60poTHEN.

— Jla n Haka3aTh ee MOXKeT BeuyHocTh. 3a TO, YTO OTPEKIIACh. ..

Bnanpika w BOpsIMb TMOHSJI 3HAYEHHWE IOCJHAHMSA, KOTOPOE MPUHECTA eMy ciayxkaHka Kow.
[ToHST CIUIIKOM XOPOITO, YTOOBI OTJIOKUTH €r0 B CTOPOHY. ..

Pomamika... JIronu ragatoT mo HeMy, oOpwiBasi Oenbie enectku. Ha mobumoro. 'JIroOuib, He
JTHO0UIIB'.

Emy korga-to Jlama 3To pacckasana. Bo BpeMsi 0JIHOM U3 MHOTUX BCTPEY.

Comuenus. HepeummocTs.

Yacuku... 'Tak mano BpemeHu... Ho yaenu mue xots napy cexkyuna!'

Yro ThI X0ueub ckazarb? UTo TeOs BOJHYET, YETOBEK?

ITacnen. 'IlpaBna'. Ona ObiBaeT ropbkoi... Hectepnmumo ropekoii! Ho mopoit Heo6xoauMoi. . .

A ecny BCe CI0XKHUTh, TO MOJY4aeTCH. . .

'TloBeppTe MHEe. He comHeBaliTech B Moel mpaBAUBOCTH. .. [Ioka He yiwio Bpems...".

— IlocmoTtpum...

Camomy cebe. A pyrum. ..

— Otnoxwure cinymanue. .. J1o Mmoero npuxoza.

Jla, 3TO TOPOAUT HEHAOBOJILCTBO, HO... YCIBIIATH TO, YTO XOUET CKa3aTh €My €ro >KeHa
HEMHOro BaxkHee... 0o He ctana Obl OHA MPOCTO TakK, TOJBKO OYHYBIIMCH, MOCHUIaTh Brasbike
TaKOE IMOCIJIAHUE. ..

OruastHHO ropekoe! Modsiee. . .

Bpems necunHkamu yrekano CKBO3b Maliblibl. MUHYI Yac, 32 HUM MOYTH MPOIIENT APYrou. ..
CrpaumHo... HO He 3a ceos. ..



— W 410 ke y Bac ecTh, UTOOBI paccka3ath MHE, MOSI Apakaiias cynpyra?

Nmmneparop kak Bcerna mosiBuics HeoxxuaaHHo. Hecnpimo u HezameTHO. He Obl1o U ecTh. ..
Opna u3 rpanei ero cuiibl. beITh HE3aMETHBIM, KOT/1a 3TO Haja0 Emy!

— Kopu, Tamanm, Xukapy... OctaBbTe Hac.

Bricoko nomgusTast OpoBb... YauButenbHo. OHa yKe HauMHAeT YyBCTBOBATh CHUJTY CBOUX CJIOB.
[Toka emie cnabyro... Ho Bckope...

Bropouem, eciu ona He craHer WMmmeparpuiiei, To 3Toro He OyneT. Biactu u CHIIBL
[IprKa30B, KOTOPBIX HEJIb3sI OCIYIIATHCA.

— Tak uTo?

[Tyckaii roBopuT. A oH mocinymaet. M npumert perenue... Xots oH 00Jiee YeM YBEPEH B CYTH
pasrosopa...

Tonbko kKak oHa MorJia y3HaTh? Tak ObICTpO?

— Bnagpika... OTMEHU CBO€ pELICHUE. ..

Hy Bot. OH npaB. Mu3sy n3 noma Jla3zypu... DTOT CBOEBOJIbHBIA CTPaXk, KOTOPBIA CTaJl BEPHBIM
TOJIBKO €H. Ero xeHe.

— He ero To Buna! Most! S ympocuiia ero oTrpaBAThCS JOMOM. ..

XoueTcs 1u1akaTh. .. Ho Het cie3. Hu equnon.

— Tlouemy g nomken Tede BepuTh? MOXKET OH TBOM. .. BO3MIOOIECHHBIHN ?

O6wuna. I'aes. 3nocth. Kak oH Mor Takoe mogymars?! Uro ona! Ona!

— BoT kak... 3HauuT He BO3JIIOOJICHHBIN. . .

N3 nesaercs. [Iposepsier. Beerpa. [ocTosiHHO.

IIpu kaxxa01 BCTpeye MpOBEPSIET.

U 6wet coBamu, mogo3peHusiMu. .. Ho pa3Be oHa gaBaja 1moBoja jyisi Hux?

— Bmageika... YMouns... [Ipocrure ero...

la, aTO0 HemocToiiHO napeBHero pona. Jla, ato mpenarenbctBo. Ho urto eme nenarb? OnH
CUJIbHEE. ..

— Ha xoneHnwu.

ITprka3. becromaaHbli U )KECTOKUM.

ITnakare 6e3 cie3. Pa3se 3To Bo3moxkHO0? Oka3siBaeTcsa — Aa. Bo3moxuo... Ho boru, kak 31¢
Tskeno! MyuntensHo 00bHO! XOTETh 3ajlakaTh U HE MOYb. ..

4 3a0epy TBOHU CIIE3HI. ..

Ilena, mara 3a maHc.

Omna BcTana Ha koJieHu. CkioHunack. CMupuiack ¢ ero Biactbio. [locneaHsas HUTH Beaymas K
nomy Obuta obopBaHa. Temnepb ee He mpuMyT TaM. 00 HapyImia oHa 3aKOH poja. ..

Hukorna v Hu nmepen KeM HE CTAaHOBHUCH HA KOJICHH. ..

— YMmousito. CMUITYHATECH. . .

[ToxopHas. Imenno Takas. CiiomanHas. PagyiiTech auchl — q00MIMCH BBl CBOETO!

— 4 cnplman, 4To JII0aU IIa4yT B TAKUE MOMEHTHI. .. [loueMy ke He niiadenb Th?

4 3a0epy TBOHU CIIE3HI. ..

— 41 pazyunnacs...
— Pazge...?
— Jla.

S 3abepy TBOM CIIE3HI. ..
— Her. He pa3syuunacse. Tel 3amnatuia umu Beunoctu. 3a neperyieTeHue HUTE.
Ortkyna on y3nan?! Kak...



— S moxymaro... HaJa TBOEUW POCKOOIl.

[HapcTBeHHbIN HaKJIOH royioBbl. Beicayman. [Ipunsin k cBeaenuto. Ho Huuero He moo6eran!

N packajnieHHBIM kejie30M 000XKIJIO0 YNy CIEAyIollee BhICKa3bIBaHUE... BOIBHO-paIOCTHBIM.
ITonsn... OH noHsin!

— Thl HUKOTZA OOJIbIIIE HE BCTaHEIhb HU Tepell KeM Ha KojieHu. Jlaxxe mpeno MHOM. S
NpUKa3bIBalO TEOE, KEHA.

4 3a06epy TBOHU CIIE3HI. ..

[Tycts! D10 cTouno toro! Beas Teneps Bce OyaeT xopoio... [Ipasaa, Oren Bpemsa?

N cuoBa Obu1 cya... [loxoxkuit Ha TOT, KOTOPHIM Tpoien Tam. B mpexuem y3ope. U tak xe
YIIBIOANIMCH 3/IeCh Bparu, TOP>KeCTBOBaIM. Tak ke ckopOen Jlasypuswii pon... Benp ydacts yxe
peuleHa. ..

Taxk >xe 3Bydasii OOBUHEHHSI.

Bce 6bu10 Takum xke... Briots 1o nocneaneit ¢gpasst Muzy! Ha Bonpoc o npusHaHuu CBOY
BUHHL. ..

— IIpusnaro. I cmupeHHo nnpuHuMaro Kapy, Biaapika.

Tonpko ganbpllle BCe U3MEHUIOCH. ...

— Ilo HammM 3aKoHaM 3a 3TH MPOCTYIKHU TeOe KAET CMEpTHAS Ka3Hb...

Ha! Taxk...

— Ho!

Yro takoe? Kakoe emie 'Ho!'. Bce Benp u Tak MOHSITHO. ..

— Ho...

Mosuanue. 3acTaBIIsIFOIIEe 3BEHETh OT HANIPSIKEHUSI HEPBbI, OCIIEHO OUTHCS TIIYIIOE CEPIIE.

[louemy?

— Bnapgpika...

— C 1e0s cHuMaroTcs Bce o0BuHEeHUs. CyXu Janbllie CBOSH TOCIOXKE. . .

U Tak, 4T0OBI yCIBITAT TOJBKO TOMUJIOBAHHBIMN. . .

— M60 3a Te0s MONPOCUIIH. ..

I'naea 12

Korma-to MHe B pyku Tmomaja KHHUTa CO CKa3KaMU Pa3HbIX HApOMOB. Oib(OB, KUTCYHE,
pycanok, ¢ei, moaei... Ho MHe B aymly 3amana jereHja Hapona BojibHOM cremu. Mnm ecim
TOBOPUTH MO-YEJIOBEUECKH — OpKOB. VX Ha3BaHHBIM Opar — BeTep, JOM — J0pora, >KU3Hb —
cBobona. Benukue macrepa opku! Her meBnoB mdydiie HUX MO0 HM yed OOJbllle TOJOC TaK HE
BOJIHYeT nyuly... He 3acrtaBisier ee pBarbcsi K HeOy, K COJIHILy, Croparb B 30JO0TOM OTHE
COOCTBEHHBIX UyBCTB. HU y KOro Tak He 00JMBaeTCs cle3aMH TOHKOCTPYHHas rutapa... Kotopyto
JACKAIOT OTPOMHBIE PYKH KaK JIIOOMMYIO M €JMHCTBEHHYIO. JKeIaHHyIo.

Kpacusa Ta 6ni1a nerenna. He moxoxka Ha apyrue. 6o He mpusHatoT koueBHUKU boros. He
BepAT UM... OHM TOKJIOHSIOTCS CTUXHSM. Marepu-3emie, Opary-BeTpy, CECTPHUIIE-BOIE€ U OTIIY-
orto... He MHe cynuTp ux. Y HUX CBOs Bepa, y MEHsI — cBOsl. HO Ty JiereHay s 3aIOMHUJIA Ha BCKO
KU3Hb. ..



Korma-To maBHO THICSYY JIET Haszad, a MOXKET W OOJbIle, MPAaBHJIM 3TON 3emield cTuxuu. B
rapMoHuu xuiiu oHu. be3 o3opHoro BeTrpa He mosiBisuics Hax 3emiiei TyMaH U HE TUTBUIH 110 HeOy
oOnaka. OroHs ke o0orpeBal KUJIUIIA JToaen u ynoopsit 3emutro. Bona yromsina a1y mMyTHUKOB
U JIOKJEM IpoJiMBajiach Ha MOJsl W Jiyra. 3emiis Obuta Jo0pa ko BceM. be3 Hee He Obuio Obl HU
JIECOB, HU JIOJIeH, HU 3Bepeil. OHa OblIa IOMOM JIJIsl HUX U IIEIPOI XO3SHKOM.

CuactiuBele Te ObLTH BpeMeHa. Bpemena rapmonuu u mupa. I[lokos.

OnHako, Tak AAIOCh He aoiro. M BcTtynuin B 00pb0Oy CTHXUU, KOTIA-TO Hecynme mup. U
HacTajlo BpeMsi xaoca. W ropeub co 3510001 MOCENMIUCHh B JIIOJCKUX CepAlax, KOraa-To
HaIOJHEHHBIX CBeTOM. bpat cran npenasate OpaTa, APYyr MOIHSUT PYKY Ha Apyra. Y TpaTHJIA BEUHBIE
neHHOCTH Jiroau. [lepectanu BepuTh B Uyneca U 1yXOB.

A cTuxuM Tak U HE NOMUPHUIUCH. J[0 cHX MOp BpaXkAyroT OoHU. Boma 3aromisieT 3eMill0 U
TyMT OroHb. Betep ycrpauaer Oypu. Oronb cxxuraet noma. Momuut 3emits. Hageercs Ha To, uTC
noMupsTcs ayxu. Ho cTpaiiieH ObIBaeT €€ THEB, €CJIM MEePEXOIAT TpaHuIly Ayxu. UTo mopoii ObiBaeT
HE PEIIKO. ..

IIpaBna, HECKONBKO pa3 B TrOdy, Ha MOpa3gHUKH 3WUMHETO U JIETHEro COJIHIECTOSHUU,
coOuparoTcsi OHU BMeCTe, 3a0biBasi 0 Bpaxje. M, kak u mpexe, npokasHuiia Berep 6epetr B pyku
¢bneiity, a Boma u Orons BeayT Hecnenmyo oecemy. Toabko 3emiisi CTOMT B CTOPOHE, HaOMroas 3a
HUMU.

S, npaBaa, Tak U HE y3HAJIA, YEM 3aKOHUYMJIMCh OTHOIICHHS YEThIpEX AYyXOB... [lomupuinuce
OHU WJIM HET... JIereHaa-To oka3anach HE JOMUCAHA.

(Knsoxenka Jlana,
Mecs1 ypoxas, 23 1eHb 30JI0TON TPaBbl).

Kowu 6onena gonro. Tsokeno.

ITouTn HemnpIl Mecsl el MPULUIOCh TPOBECTU NOA HAA30poM LlenuTenbHuIbl, BEITUBAs CaMble
pa3iiMyHble HACTOM U JIEKApCTBA, MO3BOJSS YMENBIM pyKaM pacTUparb OBICTPO HEMEIOIEEe OT
MOCJICACTBUH f/1a TE€JO U BBICIYIIMBAaTh HEMMOBEpHOE yuciio Hotauui. M1 ot Kopu, u ot Mugy,
XOTsI TOT MO UJIe€ JOJDKEH ObLT ObITh €M TONbKO OJlaromapHbIM, U Aaxe oT Mmmneparopa. Jlaxe oH
CHU30IIEN JI0 TOTO, YTOOBl CAMOMY IIPUNTH K HEM B KOMHATHI U CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO CJIOB JIFOOMMOI
cynpyre. [1o mpocToMy — BIIPAaBUTH TOJIOBY HA MECTO.

XOTs ero OTIoBeIb He OblIa TAKOW MHOTOCJIOBHOM, KaK Apyrue, HO OT 3TOTO HE MEHEe eMKOM.
MoxHo maxke ckaszarh, HECyllel HaMHOro Oosblnie wHMOpManuu, yem napyrue. M 4ro paHuio
HaMHOTO 00JbIIIe — OH ObUI MpaB. OT MEePBOTO A0 MOCIEAHETO CIOBA.

Jla, oHa mocTynuiaa HeoOJyMaHHO.

Jla, BeunocThs Moriia 3a0paTh HEYTO HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIEE YEM MPOCTO CIIE3BI.

Jla, HUTU MOTJIM TIePeTIECTUCH COBCEM MHAaue, 4eM HaJl0 ObUIO ei.

N emwe cotHu 3Tux 'ma'. Tonbko BOT mocTynuth nHaye Kou He momia.... He B ee 3T0 ObLIO
XapaKTEPE CIaBaThCS JAXKE HE MONBITABIIMCHh HUYETO MPEANPUHSTS.

Ho »sto Bce Obuio HuYero. Jlaxke kak-To ycmokawBaio... O Hel 3a0oTwiuck. [lycTh mae
TaK... CTPAHHO M YyTOYKY 370. HO 3Ta 3710CTh HE Ha HE HAIpPABJICHA OKa3ajlach. A Ha TEX, KTO
ocMeJl IPUYUHUTH eil cTpaganus. [loutu yOuTs. ..

Hanpsrano gpyroe. IloctostHHBIN B3misiA B cnivHY. ONISIHEMIBCS — HET HHUKOTO, a YYXKOE
npucyrctBue omymaerca. CrpanHo 31o 0su10. [lyraroie.



A Kopu Huduero He 3amedana, TakKe Kak M CTpaxu. He ObI0 HMKOTO B TOKOSIX >KCHBI
Nmneparopa, KpoMe CTPOro OMNPEACIEHHOTO camMuM Branpikon kpyra aun. A OH-TO OKasajcs
OYEHb-0YEHD Y3KUM!

Ho Kowu uyBcTBOBaNa, uro 661! Ho kTO?

W He3HaHue He OTIYCKAJIO HU Ha ceKyHy. He gaBano crmarh HOYaMU U pacciaalisThCs JTHEM.
[TposiBsiTH C1a0OCTh MPEJT TUIIOM YETO-TO HEBEIOMOTO.

— A TBI yM€€Ilb JOBEPSATH CBOUM IPEAUYBCTBUSIM.

Yykol roioc 0OJBHO pe3aHyll 0 OTrOJICHHBIM HEPBaM, pa3z0epeInil )KUBOTHBIN CTpax B camoil
riyouHe nynm. Heyxenu onsTh nokymeHue. .. Heyxenu KTo-To omsTh IPHIIE MO0 €€ KU3Hb. ..

Ha camoM kparo HU3EHBKOM KpOBaTu CHUJEA MPEKpACHEHIIAs XKEHIWMHA U3 Bcex, uTo Kou
TOBOAUIIOCH BUZIETH! SICHBIE 30J10ThIE I1a3a CIOKOMHO B3UPaJX HAa YEJIOBEKA C BHICOTHI MPOILEAIINX
1epe/l HUMU ThICSYEIIETUI, U3SIIIHBIE IBUKEHUS MPSIMO TAKHU BOITHIIM O 3HATHOM MPOUCXOKICHUH,
a MsTKasl yIblOKa Ha 4YyBCTBEHHBIX I'yDaxX MPOTOHsUIa CTpax, 3acTamisia 3a0biTh 000 BceM. Tak
MoOrJIa yiIbI0aThCs TOJIBKO Mama. Takast ajekast 1 6e3MepHO J0porasi MaMOYKa.

U eme... Ilo mony cTenunuch B Xy[J0KECTBEHHOM OECITOPSIKE NECITh OEJbIX XBOCTOB, a JIUI[O
HE CKphIBaja MacKa, KOTOPYIO TaK JIFOOSIT JIUCHI.

Cron, gecars?! Ho pa3Be 3TO BO3MOXKHO?

W BcIuibLI B TamMATH OAWH U3 MEPBBIX pa3roBopos ¢ Kacymu-nono. Kurcyne nmosydaror gecstb
XBOCTOB, KOTJIa TOTOBATCS YUTH B IlyTh HEW3BECTHBIN UM, HO TAKOW >KelIaHHBIM! DTO CBOEro poaa
Harpaja...

— AX, BOT 4TO T€Os TaKk YAUBUJIIO... A cama JIOTalaThCs HE MOXKElTb?

HenpukpeiTas HacMeIIka 3aCTaBIAIOIAs BCIOMHUTE O €Il OHOM 30j0TomazoM. Kotoporo
BUJIeTh He >kenaenis! [Toromy uto Hamoen xyxe ropbkoi pefapbku. CBOMMU OOMIHBIMU CIOBAMMU-
HACMENIKaMU, CHUCXOAUTEIbHOCTBIO. . .

Tonbko BOT Oe3 Hero He mydnie. TockinBo ga rpyctHo. Hukakoro passiedenus! C Braabikoi
XOTb... TOCIOPUTHh MOKHO. O MHOTOM. [10TOMY YTO pa3HbIE CIHUIIKOM.

A Beop OHH TOXOXH... HeynoBUMO, TOJIBKO IBETaMH, HO MOBEAECHUE, YEPTHI XapakTepa O
KOTOPBIX OHA 3HAET. ..

Kectrl, HakoHEIT!

— BbI kak-T0 cBsizanbl ¢ UmmniepaTopom?

['maBHOE nepkarh ceOst B pyKax, sSIBJIsISl )KMBOM 00pa3 KHSDKbEH TOPAOCTH U HocTouHcTBa. Kak
Ob1 roBOpsi — '[1ycTh 51 ¥ 4ENOBEK, HO HE MEHEE 3HaTHA Y ce0sl Ha pOJAUHE, YEM Thi!'

OTto-TO BhlyunTh Jlaga-Kou ycnena... He moka3biBaii cBoelt cinabocTtu nepen 3sepem. OmacHc
3T0 HeMbIcTUMO. [Ipexae Bcero st Tedst camoii!

— Cps3ana. Ho He Tak Kak Thl JyMaellb.

3aueM el ObUIO OTpuUllaTh o4eBUIHOE? Benb Jake HEMOCBSIIEHHOMY CTaHET $ICHO, YTO OHa
COCTOUT B KpOBHOM pojacTBe ¢ Bumanpikoit Pamyxnoit Umnepun. B oueHb-ouenb Onuszkom! Kax
MHUHUMYM OJiv>Kaiasi poJCTBEeHHUIA!

Tonbko BOT, JIFOOOKW MHOTOXBOCTBIM cuesl Obl BEJIUMKON YECThIO YBUIAUTCA C HEMl XOTh Ha
MTHOBEHbBE, HE TO, UTO 3arOBOPUTH. [loTOMY uTO OHAa — Nerena!

A 4enoBeKy IpOCTO BCE PABHO, KTO NEPE HUM, JTaKE €CJIM 3aBEJOMO MU3BECTHO, YTO Bpar WU
HE3HaKoMmell cuiibHee. HacTonbko, 4TO Jake U MpeAcTaBUTh Henb3s. OnHako, Jaxe 3Has 3TO, OHU
Opocatotcsi B 00l HE Ha KM3Hb, @ HACMEPTh. U camoe AnKkoe — yMyApSIOTCs MOOSXKAATh.

Ecan um ecth, UTo 3ampmarh!

— Kak Takoe MoxeT ObITh?



Kou ckoBasia mo pykam u Horam oOpedeHHOCTh. becmosie3Ho 3BaTh Ha MOMOIB, TaK Kak
CKOpee BCETr0 BCE 3aIMTHHUKH JUOO0 MepTBBI, JuOO cmusar. M He mo0ymuThcs 10 HUX, HE
nokpudarbesi! OHa Oblia OoJiee 4YeM yBepeHa — HE3HaKOMKa M03a00Tuiiach 000 BCEM TaK, YTOOBI
HHUKTO HE IIPEPBAJ BCTPEYY.

— Tak e, KaK 1 TO, 4YTO YEJIOBECYECKUI PO BEJET CBOE HA4aI0 OT 3BEPS.

He mocmopumis ¢ 3tuM 3asBieHuemM. Cama ke pacckasbiBaga Kopu 00 3Tom, XBacrajiack
CEMEHHBIMHU JIETeHAaMU U npefaHusmu! 3a0buia OHa O TOM, YTO y CTEH 3/IeCh €CTh yId... Takue
MOXHATBIE XUTPbIC YIIIN !

— KT0 BBI?

IToka 4TO0, 3TO camMO€ Ba)XHOE. Y3HaTh UM Bpara y KOTOPOIro B PyKaxX HAXOAUTCS TBOS )KU3Hb.
Benpb, ecau Thl 3Haelb UM — TO MOKEIb OOPOThCS, MOTOMY KaK CHJIa TOTAA 3HAET KOro HaJo
CHECTH, OT KOT'0 3aIUTHUTh.

— He y3Hana...

Oropuenune ormymano. Heyxxenu sta KUTCyHe W BOpaBay aymalia, uto Kou mMoxker 3Harh ee?
Ha, nymana. 1 Hagesinach ObITh Y3HAHHOM, €CJIM 3TO MOHITHE BOOOIIE MPUMEHUMO K 3TOH pace.

— A Beab THI HOCHIIIb MO€E UMHL. ..

Nwms [lepBort — Kou, HO OHa yxKe IaBHO ymnuia u3 3Toro mupa no Jloporam, Ho... Kurcyne He
YMHUPAIOT B oOIieuesoBedeckoM cmbiciie! OHM yXOIsIT MO J0poraM BEYHOCTH B Jpyrue MecTa u
MHPBL.

— W gro xe Ilepas UMmnepaTpuiia 3a0bu1a B MOUX IMMOKOSX?

Jla, o TeGe roBOpsIT B JIETEH1aX, TBOE UMS CUMTAETCS YyTh JIM HE CBITHIM, HO Kou He mpocuJia
ATOM MUJIOCTH, 32 KOTOPYIO 3/IeCh Obl HE 3aAyMbIBasch younu! He mpocuia oHa, HE XoTena... HO
cTaja.

— Jla Tak, pemmiaa NOCMOTPETh B IIa3a XE€HE CBOETO NMOTOMKA. YBUAETH KpyxXeBHHUILY,
KOTOpas nepexuTpuiia Be4HocTs. ..

Kutcyne Boimsimena g0 0Oe3o0pasusi noBojibHOW. Heyxkenum B ee cepiile KUBET Takas
Hearo00Bs K cBoed Co3parenbHuIe... ToJbKO BOT, K MHOIOXBOCTHIM bormHst Bcerma Obuia
MuiioctuBa. Jlaxe cnumkoM. O4eHb YK MHOTO€ UM MPOIIAIOCH. .. [0 HE3HaHWIO WM BPOKICHHOM
TJIYIIOCTH.

boruns He HakaspiBaja WX, a... XXypuwia. Mo, mpoimato TeOs, HO BIpPEab OOJIbIlIE TaK HE
nocrymnain!

— S mpocTo nenmana To, 4TO NOJKHO.

Pyku cymopoxxHo cxamu omesno. [lomHUTh — 0O0NBHO, 0coOeHHO Takoe! PaBHOmyIIHO-
CTpamHbIi TUK Beunoctu, He 3Haromen munocepaus. Kak u kutcyHe.

A TlepBas Bapyr crtana HeIoBOJIbHOW. Ee mmasza )i mogoOHO OTHIO, TTOJMHUMAIIA M3 CaMbIX
COKPOBEHHBIX INTyOMH AYILIM BCE CTPaxXH, >KeJIaHUsi, MEUTHhI... CJIOBHO ObI MBITASACh, YTO-TO YBUACTH
B IUIyOMHE YeJI0BEYECKOTO Cep/lia.

— Korma Tl TONBKO mOSIBUIACh 37ech, TO Obula Apyrod. bosjee >XWBOHM, JEpP3KOH...
MHTEPECHOU. 3a TBO€ BHUMAHUE CTOUIIO OOPOThCA, T€Os XOTeIn 00eperath.

Jlucunia BApPYr pe3ko packpblUia Beep M3 IUIOTHOW Oymaru, KOTOPBIM Jiepxaia J0 3TOro B
pyKax, 4TOObI YepEe3 MTHOBEHUE YKA3aTh HA CTOSIIMN B CAMOM TEMHOM YTy CYHIYK.

— C »TuM THI IpHexaia u Opocuiia HaM BbI3OB. ThI 3acTaBujIa HA MTHOBEHHUE, HO CUUTATHCS C
coboit. YBaxaTh ce0si! A Ternepb mocMoTpH... [locMoTpu ke BO 4UTO ThI MPEBPATHIIACH!

Beep noouepe1HO yKa3pIBaI Ha YTO-TO B KOMHATE. ..

Baza c BeTkaMu pacmyCTUBILEHCS CAKYpPHI.



Kou He mobuna ux, e HpaBWJINCH OOJbIIHE O0ET0-pO30BhIE IIBETHI A0JIO0HB, a eIle OObIle —
JyroBble. Bacuiibku, poMaiiku, KOJOKOJIBIMKHU... HO BHIIHEBbIE 1IBETH BECHOW OBLIH B KaXKIOM
nome! Tak ObUTO IPUHSTO.

CTonuK CO BCAKMMH YKpalIEHUSIMH U KOCMETUKOW OT KOTOPOM HECTEPNHMO 4Yecanach KOXka.
Ho 06s13anHOCTB ObLTa BaxkHEE HEYIOOCTB MO0 KeHa Bnaabiku Bo BceM J0KHA ObITh TPUMEPOM.

[IlenkoBbIe MOMYIIKKA U TKAHW — a BEJIb IOMa OHA HE 3Haya cjoBa pockoms! JKnita kak u Bce
B 3aMKe, HUYEM HeE BbIACIAACH... CHajia Ha OOBIYHOM JIBHSHOM O€jbe, 3UMOW YKpbIBAJacCh
MEXOBBIMHU HIKypaMH, YWTaJla WK Mpsia IpU JydrMHEe, a HAa KaMEHHBIX I0JIaX y Hee HUKOIJa He
JeKano KoBpoB. [[Jis Hee 1oMa Beeria Haxoauiiack padora! He To, 4To 37€Ch. ..

Janee nuu HeynoOHble KUMOHO. A Kou 60:bI1ie Bcero ro0uia cBOOOyY. .. W MO/ BEHEII 1IU1a B
capadane.

Uro xe ¢ Hel ctano?! B koro ona npespatuiack?!! B KuTCcyHe. ..

— Bot Buauib. Twl 3206112 0 TOM, KTO ThI €CTh! 3a0bl1a 0 CBOEH POAMHE U CEMbeE!

CrnoBa OuM HaoTMalllb, HO BMECTE C TEM OTPE3BIISIN U 3aCTaBIISIN 3ayMaThCH.

— Tenepp BOIpOC TOIBKO B TOM, UTO BbIOEpEIh Thi!

Cxkazana u ucuesna. Paccpinanace ThicsiduaMu 3BE3/IHBIX UCKpP. Bpojie Obuta TOIBKO UTO TYT —
MPOTSHU PYKY, MOYYBCTBYEIb JACKOBOE MPUKOCHOBEHME IeNKa Ja Teriory koxu! M He ctano
ee... ynuia no Jloporam gaspliie CKBO3b MUPBI.

A Kowu nonro Mmonyana noToM u aymana. M cMoTpesnia Ha CBOE OTPaKEHHE B PYYHOM 3EpKAJIE.

— Kowu... Jlaga... KTo g Takasa?

He crama nmu macka 'Kou' ee cymmocthio? He 3actaBuiia v 3a0bITh O TOM, pajyd 4Yero
BBIXOJMJIa OHA 3aMYyX 3a Bnaneiky Pagy:xuoi Umnepun?

A Bellb OHa U BIPsAMB 3a0bu1a... [louTn ctana takol, kak kutcyHe. [loutu 3a0bu1a 0 TOM, KTO
OHa ecTb Ha camoM Jene! A ona — Jlama, kHshxkeHka CeBepHBIX OCTPOBOB. KpyxeBHuIIa, H¢
npu3HaBmmas BedHOCTh, T0Yb CBOEH 3eMJIH, 3allMINAroNasi €€ BCeMH CBOMMH CHIIaMU... JIroOsias
cBOOOIY U BeTep, MECHHU Yy KOCTpa JO0 CaMOr0 paccBeTa, CTApUHHBIC MECHU Ja CKa3aHUs, KpacHbIe
s10J10KH, Becesble mpokasbl... WM mo3BonuBiias 3anepeth ceds Bo asopie! Ona! OHa HUKOrga He
MPOBO/IMBINASL B MTOCTENU OOJIbIIE CYTOK, Aa)Ke €CiIM 3a0oJyieBajia CHIIbHENIeH MpOCTyIOoN, Teneph
nposena B Heil Mecsil! Mecsii 0e3/1ebst U CKyKu !

Jlaga uyth He motepsuia cedst B Kou. B Toif, kTO *ujia coTHU JeT Ha3aa! B Toil, koTopas He

onuta eit! Jla, umena moxoxu... Ho Jlama ectp bormus mo0Bu, mrobumas, a Kou — 11000Bb.
[Toxoxwu 3HaueHus.... Ho BCce-Taku pa3HbIe.
— KT0 517

ITo ropHbIM Tpomam IUIM IBO€ — KpacuBas KEHUWHA B VIMIIeparopckux oexaax U My>K4rMHa
c ¢ieiTol B pyKax ¢ pacHylleHHbIMU cepbiMH Bojiocamu. KutcyHe aByx poaoB — TymaHsmmx
pasym u MMmnieparopckoro. /[Boe yieammx. ..

A BOKpYT IIBEJIM BUIIHU U TEJIU NTULIBL... [lopxanu pazHolBeTHbIE 0A00YKH, JKUBYIIME BCETO
JINIIb HECKOJBKO THEMH. ..

— TsI BeITI M 1oBOIBHOM, Kon. Cinyuninocs 4ro-1o xopouiee?

[IepBas Umniepatpuna npocto kuBHyNa. He XoTenock e HapymaTh 3TOTO MOKOA. ..

— W 9T0 3TO, KON ?

He otcraner Bemp... JlroOumbri. Tor Ha KOTOPOrO OHa IOTpaTHJIa CBOKO BTOPYIO
BO3MO>KHOCTb NeperuieTeHus HuTe. Jla, OHM He MOTJIM OBITh BMECTE MPHU KU3HU, HO TTOTOM. ..

[ToToM OHU MOTJIM BCE, TOTOMY UTO JJIsl HUX YK€ HE ObLIO TPaHMUII.



— Nmmneparopy Exaro, kak u Bcent Immiepuu, rpo3sT Becenble BpEMEHA.

HebGonbmoe mpopouectBo. OOBIMHOE U MPOCTOE, KAaK U CJIOBAa, HO CKpBIBAIOIIEEe 3a COOOM
HaMHOTO OO0JIbIIE, YeM Ka)KeTCsl Ha TIEPBBIA B3TJISL.

— HagecTtuna cBow Te3ky. M HaBepHska cepbe3HO ¢ Hel moOecemoBana. O ToM, Kakoh eu
CeayeT ObITh.

Hapn ropamu 3a3BeHes BeCENbI CMEX, BCITYTHYB IITHUIl U 3aCTABUB BETEP CMAaxXHYTh C JE€PEBHER
9yTh OOJIbIIIE PO3OBBIX IIBETOB.

— Kou MokeT OBITh TOJILKO OJIHA, JTIOOMMBIH.

— Tl — TIIECTIaBHA.

— Koneuno! 4 ke kutcyne! Ho ee He 3anmomusT kak Kou. He 10KHBI 3alIOMHUTS.

CnoBa nmaganu kak npuroBop. He. Jlommkubl. 3anomuuTh. N He 3amomusT, yx Ilepsas Koi
noctrapaerca. M Ilepswiii u3 Cepbix el momoxxkeT. Ho TOIbKO Beab y 4YeOBEKa 0 MPUX0Ja B
Nmmneputo ObLIO €11ie OJTHO UMS, U KTO CKa3aJl, YTO HeJIb3sl IOMHUTh UMEHHO €ro. ..

B nokosix sxeHbl Bnaapiku mapuil xaoc. AOCOJIIOTHBIM U HEMOAJAIOMIMNCS KOHTPOJIt0. Basbl
pa3OUThI, BEIM CBAJICHBI B Kydy, YKpaIlleHUs BBITPSIXHYTHl M3 MIKaTYJIOK, @ O BEIUKOJEMHBIX
MOAYIIKAX JIy4Ilie BOOOIIE TPOMOITYATh...

Cam >xe BOpel 3aMep B CBAILICHHOM yXace, MPUCIIYIIMBAsICh K 3ByKaM, KOTOPBIE TOHOCUIIUCH
U3 MOKOEB. BripoueM, TyT U mpUCIyIIMBaThCsl ObUIO HE HAMO... Bce U Tak XopoIio ObUIO CIIBIIIHO
JaXke 3a CTEHaMHU JIBOpLA, HE TO, YTO B HEM CaMoOM !

— Kopu, ThI, Ka)KeTcs1, X0TeJIa HOBO€ KHUMOHO?

Kopu mydennuecku B3npixajga. Ha mpoTecThl yxke CHJI HE OCTajloCh HE TOJIBKO Y HEe, HO U Y
cTtpaxeit, u y leaurenbHunpl, u 'y ciayr. C cymacmenummu He criopsat. Cede nopoxe. Ho, boru, kTo
K€ 3HAJI, 4TO Y €€ TOCIIOXKH Takas Xxopouas mamsrte?!!!

— Jla...

Omna cama 6os1ach CBOETO OTBETA. .. U TOTO, YTO 32 HUM MOCIEAYET!

A 4YTO 3a 3TUM TOCJIEAYeT, MOXXHO MPEKPACHO YBHUAETh Ha OOBEIIAHHBIX TKAHSMH H
ykpameHussiMu ctpaxax. Kak ckazana Koum — 3To ee mogapku HX K€HaM, CECTpaM, HEBECTaM H
MPOYEH JKEHCKOM IMOJIOBUHE POJIOB.

— Hy BoT n otiimuno!!! Jlepxwu!

Mornonast 1ucuuka TYT ke cTaja 00JiaaTelIbHUIIEH Trojiy0oro, (puOJIETOBOTO U SPKO-AJIOTO
kuMoHO. Co BCeMHU MNPUYUTAIONMMUCS K HHUM MNOOpSAKYIIKaMH, MosicaMu W TpoduM. boiitech
KeJaHWU CBOUX, OO OHU MOTYT HCITOJTHUTCA.

— Tak... ¢ Bemamu Bpojie pa3o0paanuch.... XOTH...

['poMKHM CBUCTOM OCTaHOBJIEHA MOIMbITaBIIAsACS cOexarh cinyxanka. Kak ee MoxHO ObUIO
MOHSTBH!

— Muas, yoepu OTCIOIa ATOT KOIIIMap W TPUHECU OOBIMHBIX IBETOB. Pomariek Tawm,
OJYyBaHYMKOB... [ToHs1a, Mmost xopommas?

— Jla, rocmoxxa...

A Kou oxa3zbiBaeTcsi ymMeeT ObITh CTpAlHOW... B CBOEM aXXMOTaxe Ha mnepeMeHbl. Ee yxe
CTOPOHUJICS U O0X0AvJT TI0 OoJbIoN KpuBor mgaxke Kacymu-moHo! A Bce M3-3a pa3roBopa o 3akase
HOBOM KpoBard... [Ipocto HemonyctuMoit BeicoThl! Kak moTom BesicHuina, Tamanm — asas Kopu
MIPOCTO OKa3aJicd HE B TOM MECTE W HE B TO BpeMd... Ha ero mecte Mor okasarbcs Jt000H, a Bce
noroMy, yTo Kon He 3Hana B 3TOM Tropof€e HM OIHOTO MAacTepa W MO3TOMY BEXKIMBO MOMPOCHUIA
3aHATHCSI ’TUM, TOTO, KTO 3HAET 3TO HABEPHSKA.



Tak xe mepeMeHe yaoCcTOWJICS Bech rapaepod. B Hem He ocTanoch HM OJHOTO KUMOHO. Mx
MECTO 3aHsJIU MTpUBe3eHHbIe ¢ poauHbl Kou capadansl, miuares u Hakuaku. Hemnoxue, HO... dyxue
IUTSI KUTCYHE.

W3 ykpameHuil ke OCTaauch JUIIb Tapa JUajJieM caMoro CKpOMHOro o0Opasiia /a CEepexKH.
Bce.

— Kak cunraenn, 3TO Je4uTCs?

Hemutenpuuna noxana miaeyamu. Otkyna et 6pu10 3HaTh? C Takum OHA B CBOEW MpaKTUKE
€lIC HE CTAJIKUBAJIACK.

N uckpenHe Hazaesuack, 4to Oosblie He cToiakHeTcs! [loToMy 4TO 3TO HCHIBITAHHUE HE JUIS €€
HECYACTHBIX HEPBOB!

A eme oHA XKYTKO, MOYTH 70 Ooyin, 3aBujoBania Xukapy! OH, MaJeHbKUU XUTpIOTa, yCHel
coexarb! Mo, y HEro Kakue-To CpoyHbIE Jieja MOSBHJIMCH O KOTOPBIX OH COBEPILEHHO CIIy4alHO,
BbI TOJIBKO MoayMaiiTe, 3a0b01! M ux oueHb-04eHb OBICTPO HAJO BBIMOJHUTH. Tak 4TO, 10 CKOPOM
BCTPEUU JPY3bs-TOBAPHUILM, S BAC OYEHb JIIOOJIO U LIEHIO, HO B 3TOT pa3 KaXKJblil CIAacaeT CBOIO

HIKypy cam!

— He 3naro0. Ho Hanerocs.

— 3ps.

Mu3y duitocodcku xeBall MUPOKHOE, HAOTIOAs 32 MYICHHUSIMU CBOETO KOJIJIETH, OT KOTOPOTO
Kou tpeboBana HEBBITOIHUMOIO — HAWUTH BO JBOPIIE XOTA ObI HECKOJBKO TKaHEW W3 JIbHA U
XJIOTIKA.

A emy Bce paBHO. Ha 3TOT Xaoc u 6apaak. A’KMOTax ero rocroxu. /[a HemoHsTHOE OyayIiee.

OH Tpoe cyrok He cnian! M Mellkre HENMPUATHOCTHA €r0 COBCEM HE BOJHOBAJIU. 3a4€M TPATUTh
JparoueHHble HepBbl? OHU €My elle TPUTOIATCS.

— Ilouemy?

Crpaxx BcmoMHMI 00 yTpeHHEM TPEOOBAaHWM CBOEH TOCIIOKH — BEJIWYaTh €€ TOJbKO Jlamou, u
Hukak nHauye! be3 Beskux tutynoB u Kou! U Boobie 3a0yasre Bce 0 TOM, YTO OBUIO BO BpeMs TOU
cBaap0bl! U 3a mocienHue Mecsaibl — Toxke!

— IIpocto y Hamel Jlaapl KOHUMIIOCH TEPIIEHUE, U OHA MTOKa3ajia CBOU KOTOTKH.

— BBl 1O0KHBI MHE CTO 30710ThIX, Kacymu-cas. ..

— Koneuno, Beme BricouecTBo... Ho kak BBl y3Ha/IM, 4TO Balla >K€HA BBIICPKUT JIWILE
BOCEMb MECSIIEB U JACBATH THEMN?

HmniepaTop TOIBKO 3aralouyHO YABIOHYICS. ..

TI'nasa 13

becuyBCTBEHHOCTh, HABEPHOE, OJHO M3 CaMBIX CTPAIIHBIX YEIOBEYECKUX YYBCTB... BepHee,
MOJIHOE OTCYTCTBUE OHBIX. JITOMU yMEIOT ObITh OECUyBCTBEHHBIMHU, HO... peako. OueHb peako. Mbl
Oo0JIbllIe TOABEP>KEHBI AMOLUSAM, YeM Jpyrue pacbl. Mbl HEHABUIUM, MPEKIOHIEMCS, TPOKIMHAEM,
npou@eM... beeMm B criuHy, mpenaeM Apy3eil, Kugaemcsi B 00bsIThs KOCTpA paau T€X, KOTO J00UM!
Pa3Be MOXHO IPUMEHUTH K HaM 3TO CI0BO? be3 4yBCTB HaM HE BBDKHTH B 3TOM MHUPE, B HUX HAIlla
cuna. Tonbko Onarogaps HUM JIFOAU MOTYT MOOEXKAAaTh KUTCYHE, IPAKOHOB, MOpCKUX 3MeeB! be3



HHUX MBI HE OB ObI TEMH, KTO MBI €CTh.

KutcyHe Toxe KUBYT SMOLHUSIMHU, XOTS M CKPBIBAIOT HMX 3a PE3HBIMH YKpallEHHbIMHU
AparolieHHbIMU KaMeHbIMM MackamMu. OHHM 3IIbl, PEBHUBBI, CAMOBIIOOJICHHBI, HO HE
O0ecuyBcTBeHHBI. Kakue yrogHo, Ho TOJIbKO He Oe3paszinunble. OOUIb X — OHM OTOMCTST TaK, YTO
CMEpTh TOKaxeTcss paeM. M3mMeHu — u TeOs yObeT COOCTBEHHBIMHM PyKaMH TBOsI ITOJOBHHA.
VYnuBu, odapyii, ciaenail CHaCTIUBBIMM — M OHHM CTAHYT TBOMMH JPY3bsIMU, U OyIyT CMESAThCS
BMecTe ¢ ToOo#! 1 Hukorna He mpegagayT TOTo, Iepe KeM Obula CHATA Macka...

A BOT 3JIb(BI... UX-TO KaK pa3 MOXHO Ha3Barb OeCUyBCTBEHHbIMU. OHU HE MOMOIVIM HaM B
Toi BoiHe. OTcuaenuck B cBoux Jecax! Kakoe um nemno mo dyxoro rops, uyyxkux oen? OHH ke
MpeKpacHble, MyApble, Muiocepanbie... He 3naronme munocepausi. Tak kak €IMHCTBEHHBIE, KTO
rojjocoBan Ha Coete Pac 3a mame ucrpebienne! Beex, 10 enuHOro. A eIme TOBOPAT, YTO OHY
CJaBAT KHU3Hb....

JIpakoHbl TPOCTO OCTAIMCHh MPU CBOEM MHEHUH. U 3a 3TO 4 roToBa CKa3aTb UM OrPOMHOE
cnacu6o! 60 oHM CKJIOHWIJIM Yally BECOB B CTOPOHY >ku3HU. Haieit )xu3nu. Bennkue BiacTureny
HeOa, Bbl ObIBaeTe OCCUYBCTBEHHBIMHU, HO HUKOIJIA HE OTBEPHETECHh OT T€X, KOMY JECHCTBUTEIBLHO
HYKHa Bara momous. ..

Kak u cnagkoronoceie qouepu Mops... Mou mulblie Apy3bsi! Eciau Obl BbI TOJNIBKO 3HAJIH, KaK S
TOCKYIO 10 BaM B 3THUX cajJax JWBHBIX I[BETOB U JEPEBbEB, KAK MHE HE XBaTaeT BaIlMX T'OJOCOB,
3oBynmx Oypto! Mmwunas, noporas IOHuH, >kemMuyXkuHa CEBEpHBIX MOpeH, na momuier Tebe
MusiocepAaHas boruHsi cyacths U JIIOOBU Kak MOKHO Ooibiie! MHe Tak HpaBUJIOCH HAOMIOIAaTh C
TOO0O#, KaK BOCXOJIUT HAJl MOPEM COJIHIIE. ..

deHUKCaM HET Jiejia JI0 TOTO, YTO TBOPUTCS Ha 3TOM 3emiie! OHU KUBYT B HEOE, MOIOT CBOU
MecHU U yawslOaroTest conHily! MHorma s aymaro, 4TO OHM HMYETro HE 3HAIOT HU O JIIONSX, HU O
KUTCYHE, HU O JpakoHax u 3jb(ax.... YTo *K, MHE HE B 4YeM UX OOBUHATH. Y HUX CBOS KU3Hb, TaK
MOX0Xasi Ha BO3POXKIAIOIIEECS U YMUPAIOIIECE KaXK bl J€Hb COJHIIE.

OpkoB s MOTy Ha3BaThb CBOOOJOJIOOMBBHIMU XO3sieBaMu cTernei. OHM HE MPONIYyT MHUMO,
MIOMOTYT, €CIIM TBEPAO YBEPEHBIL, YTO HYXKIAONMUCSI B IMOMOIIM JACHCTBUTEIBHO 3TOTO
3aciayxkuBaeT. OnHaKo, 3aTauBIIEMy B CBOEM cep/ille 37100y JIydllle HE MONaaarbcsi UM Ha MyTH...
He Tepnisit oM JKM, JTYKaBCTBA U IIETEH, HA KOTOPHIE UX XOTST MOCAJAUTh... BBITh MOXET TOATOMY
HE JIAJASAT OHU C KUTCYHE?

(JIana,
MeECSI] COJHIIETPO3, 15 AeHb 3€JeHOM JIUCTBHI).

Becennue rpo3sl cambie uyaecHble. Hemopropumeie!

B Hux Top:kecTBO MpOOYIMBIIECHCS )KU3HU CMEIMBAETCS C COJTHEYHON HANEKI0N Ha CUACThHE.
Jlaxxe TpOoM HE Ka)KeTCsl TaKUM YXK CTPAIHbIM, KaK 3TO OBIBAET OCEHbIO, a CKOpee Ha00OpOT —
JUKYIOLM, TPUBETCTBYIOLUMM 3TOT MUP.

Kamnu noxns OapaOaHSAT MO KpbIIaM, CTEKAIOT C PO3OBBIX IBETOB BUIIHU U COOMPAIOTCS B
OTPOMHBIE JTYKM MOX0KHE Ha MajeHbkue Mops. [lo HUM Tak Beceno myckarb OyMa)KHbIE JIOJOUYKH
U JiepeBsiHHbIe Kopabnuku! Manenbkue. Urpyieunsie.

A eciu ele U CBETUT COJHIIE, TO 3TO ONKcarh HEBO3MOXKHO! Cpa3y CTaHOBHUTCS TEILIO-TEILIO,
npsiMo xkapko! Tak, 4To XoueTcsi CKUHYTh TEIUIbIE TUIAIM U OCTAThCS B OJTHOM ILIAThE.

JloX b 3TO KU3HB ISl BCETO, YTO €CTh Ha 3TOU 3emiie... W nuKyeT, mo-HaCTOSIIEMY TOJIBKO



celyac O4YHYBIIMECS, IPUPOAA, CMEKOTCS NTUUBI W 3BEPH, MOACTABISASL CBOM MOPIOYKH
’KUBUTEJILHOU BiIare HeOec... Bece KaxkeTcss TaAKUM TUXUM U CIIOKOWHBIM B 9TU MTHOBEHUSL.

A eme BecHoit cobupaetrca Cosetr Pac. M B 3TOT pa3 nmpuHUMAaIOIIEH CTOPOHON BBICTYIAIO]
kutTcyHe. [loaToMy U cOMBaJIMCh C HOT CIYTM, M TOTOBWJIM Hapsabl MPU3BAHHBIE KpPacaBUIIbI
Nmnepun, CWISICh NEPELIETONATh APYr Apyra, U XMYPhIM BbIrvisies Biagbika. Henb3st mocpamMuTe
cBoro Mmneputo u cBoit Hapox! Benb OHM sydnme, epBble, CUIIBHENIIHE.

TonbkO BOT, MOBEICHUE XKEHBI Braablku yKe KOTOPBIM [I€Hb BHYIIAJIO BCEMY JIBOPY
onacenue... He npuseau boruns, yto-uuOynp yaynut! Ono3oput BeJb BCIO pacy!

He npanee kak mapy nHed Ha3zaja oHa Bbeimpocuia y MmMmneparopa 3a0poIIEHHBIA caj B
BOCTOYHOM KpbUIE ABOpLA. ManeHbKUN TaKOW, BECh 3aPOCIIMI COPHSKAMU, C MOJIypa3pyLIEHHbIM
¢bonTanoM. Ciyrd HE COBAJINCH Tyda M3-3a 3JI0TO MPUBEACHUSA KOIIKU ObIBIEH VMmeparpulibl...
Kytko 3501 1 BpenHoii! A eme — kycaueit!

Briciie#t 3Hat He OBUIO J0 HEr0 HUKOro jeia, BmpodeMm, Kak u WMmmeparopy... Uto um
kakoi-to caquk? Tak, menous! MHOT1a HE 0CO00 HYXHas. ..

A Jlany oH ouapoBan. CBoel HENpPABUIIBHOM KpacoToul. Takoil, KakKyl 34eChb NpPU BCE
KeJIaHWU He BcTperulb! He yBuanms. ..

E#i Hy)XHO OBUTO JIUIIIF HEMHOTO MPUBECTH €r0 B MOPSAOK. BBIAEPHYTH COPHSKH /1a LBETHI
MPOMOJIOTh. ... U Mycop yOpaTh ¢ MpOIUIOTOIHEH JIUCTBOM.

A TpuUBHJEHHUE OKa3ajoch O4YEHb APYKEMOOHBIM, HO A0 Oe3ymMus OmMMHOKUM. OTTOro u
BBIIVISIZIENIO OHO CTPAIHBIM... W €ro kenaHue nmourparb BCe MOYEMY-TO TPUHUMAIH 32 HANaJICHHUS.
N 310 Obu10 Tak rpyctHo! U ropeko! UTo miakath XOTeNOCh. ..

A ceilyac y Hero MOSIBWINUCH ApPY3bsi — S U 4eTBEpO MaJjeHbKHX JieOeneil. Becenbix u
030pHBIX. A IJIaBHOE — COBCEM-COBCEM ero He Oosmmxcs! OHo 00Jibilie HE OYAET OAMHOKUM. ..

3a cnuHoi Jlamy cHoBa oOcyxnan Bech ABop. Ee HemomoOaromiee moBeAeHUE, CBOEBOJIME,
PaCIyIIEHHOCTh, TPEHEOpE)KEHUE TPAAUIUAMU... HO BCe 3TU CIJIETHUKU HE YWIA OIHOTO — 3TO
ObUTH MX TPAJAUIIUH, UX MIPABUIIA YyXKIbIE EH.

N nosromy Jlagy 3TO HUCKOJIBKO HE BOJIHOBAJO. Te 4be MHEHHE €M JOPOro — MOMMYT, a T€
KTO OCYAHT, IPOCTO €€ He 3HatoT. CoBceM. He MMEIOT HU MaNeHIlero MOHsITUS, YTO OHA HEHABUIUT
PO3BI U JIMJINH, IIENKA U POCKOLIb. .. YTO €/ COBCEM HE HPABATCS YCIOBHOCTHU M TSKEJbIE KUMOHO,
KOTOpbIe OHa, BIpoyeM, ortaana Kou ¢ Tamanm na eme OenHsxkaM Ha ynuie. Kak v modtu Bce
YKpaleHHUSI.

Ee 3a m1a3a HaspBaiM cyMmaclIelleil, 3apBaBIIEHca JEBYOHKOW, a OHa yabl0anach BCEM B
JWLO, DA NPSIMO B 3BEPUHBIE MIa3a, BUAMMBIE CKBO3b IPOpe3n Macok. M coBceMm He cuurtana
ce0s raynoi. [IpocTo KUTCyHE HE 3HAIOT TOTO, UTO 3HAET OHA...

[IpocTo oHn — Apyrue.

KpyxeBHuuibl Bellb 00s3aTebHO HEMHOTro mpopoduibl. [lycTh HecHibHBIE, MOTYIIUMHU
3amIIHYTh OY€Hb HEJaNeKo B Oyaylllee, HO MHOIJa U 3TOro ObIBaeT aoctaroyHo. M mosatomy oHa
roMora’jua BceM, KoMy Mora. KTo 3HaeT, MOKET y KOro-TO U OT30BETCS, PACTAET 3aKOBAHHOE B JIEN
cepaue... My Hee mosiBuTCs enie oauH Apyr!

HNmMneparop cMOTpeII Ha 3TO BCE CKBO3b NaJbLbI, U 00€Ha] IOTOBOPUTH, Pa3bsICHUTH BCE... HO
HUYero He Jenan. 3aueM eMy MyduThbes! Tak XOoTh Kakoe-TO pa3BiedyeHHE y Hero Obuio. XOTb
KaKO0e-TO JIEKapCTBO OT CKyku. He Hanoiro, mpasnaa, HO BCE K. ..

U etie HEOOMBIIIMM pa3BICUCHUEM €MY CIyXKuJa nanbHsa Ky3uHa. Jlequ @yro u3 benoro pona.
KOTOpasi HUKAaK HE MOIJIa OTCTYNUTCSI OT CBOEW MeuThl — cTarb Kmmeparpunen PanxyxHou
Nmnepuun. U paau 3TOro He yypajach HUKaKUX MyTel U MeTonoB. aTu mo rojoBaM, Maparb pyKu



B KPOBH, IJIECTU U3OIIPEHHBIE UHTPUTHU... A YK Kak oHa HeHaBujena Jlamy! 3a To, 4yTo 3aHsia ec
MECTO.

Bripouem, B KpacoTe ¢ HEM CpaBHUTCA MOIVIAa HE Kaxziad... [J1aza — yucteie U3yMpyasl B
KOTOPBIX CIIOBHO Obl B HACMEIIKY Ma3HYIM Kapeh KpacKou, MITh OENbIX XBOCTOB MSTKO CHUSIIOT Ha
COJTHEYHOM CBETY, JABUKCHHUS HAMOJIHEHBI HEIOCTYNMHOW ofsaM Tpanued. OmNacHbId XUIIHUK
CIIPATABIIMIACS 32 MacKOM MUJION U oOxomuTeabHOU aambl. M 3Hanu 00 3ToM mMHorue... [IpaBaa,
OHU YK€ HE€ CMOTYT HUKOMY 00 3TOM pacckaszaTh IO BIOJIHE MOHATHON npuunHe. CBuaetenen
HEJIb351 OCTABIISITh B )KUBBIX.

A eme y Hee ObUia apyras medTa — YHUUYTOXKHUTH YEJOBEYECKYIO JE€BYOHKY, KOTOpas
MOMOPTHIIA €1 O4eHb MHOTO KPOBH. MeIIaroIlyio MPONUTH K TPOHY... Beas, y Brnansiku MokeT ObITh
JIMIIb OJIHA CYIPYyra, €AMHCTBEHHAs, KTO MOXET IIPETEHI0BaTh Ha 3BaHUe Biaasuiel. U mostomy
HYKHO npuBieuyb BHUMaHue HMmmneparopa Exkas, 3actaButh ero ciaenarb Dy cBoel mnepBou
HaJIO)KHULIEH. A TaMm, U [0 YEeJIOBEUECKOW MAJIBIIIKKU Henaneko... [lmoc Bcerma MoxHO Oyner
HAIIpaBUTh MbICIU Biaasiku B HykHO€e Eit pyciio. ..

N ona ocnemsuia, o0nayanack B JIyYIME€ HapsAIbl U YKpaIICHHUs, MUJIO YIbIOAIach, CTPOUIIA
IJIa3KHU. ..

A Jlaga sto Buaena. Kak u B3IIAJbI CBOETO MY»Ka, JapOBaHHBIE ATOM OJMCTaTeIbLHOU
xennmuae. W pesnoBana. XKyrko, Tak, 4to cBoguio 3yObl. [IpocTo okazanoch, YTO OHa SIBISIETCS
coOcTBeHHUIIEH HEe MeHbIIeH, yem Ummneparop...

— Her, B 3T0 Bunenu?!! Kak on cmorpen Ha Hee? Ha aty... MbpiMpy!

Jlapa 3nunace. Jlo 6e3ymus 3iaunack Ha cedst, Ha Umneparopa, Ha nequ Dyro, HA ATy CTpaHy E
LEJOM... 3a TO, YTO OKa3ajlaCh BCEro JHIIb DIYNOM JAEBYOHKOW. 3a TO, YTO MO3BOJIMIIA cebe
NOBEPUTh B MeuTy... UTo Moxker ObITh, Korma-HuOyap Mmmeparop cMoxeT el JoBepATh. XOTb
YyTh-UYTb.

— Bunenu. Huuero ocobennoro. Tak HEOOMBINON WHTEpEC MEIBKHYI W MpoMai, Kak U He
OBLIO €ro.

Kopu nro0oBanack cBoMM HOBbIM MaHUKIOpoMm. U el nena He ObUIO J0 AYIIEBHBIX MYYEHUM
cBOel Ha3BaHHOU cecTphl. Hy, mocMoTpen Ha npyryro, HY, YIBIOHYICS €i... [ Hee-To 3TO ObLIOo
abcomotHo HOpMasibHBIM! Hy, 3aBeneT cebe Bnajgpika ¢haBopuTKy, HEOO OT ITOTO HE PYXHET *Ke!

XuKapy OpeAanoyuTal MOJ4arb. 3adyeM eMmy ¢ KeMm-To cnoputh? Ilycts mydme Tak... Bcee
OCTaHYTCS MPU CBOEM MHEHHUH. XOTS B IyIlIE OH BCEMU PYKaMH, HOTAMU W XBOCTAMU MOAAEPKUBAT
Jlagy. Tem Oonee, uto sTa DyIO-IOHO €My OUYEHB-OYEHb HE HpaBWwiach! 3mas oHa ObLIA.
Kecrokas. ..

Muzy Toxe He oco0o BosHOBaica. Mmmeparop 3aboTuics o cBoed cympyre. Emy Obuio
WHTEPECHO HaOMIoNaTh 3a €€ peakiued Ha Ty WM HMHYI0 cuTyaruio. Paspiekancs B oOiiem
Bnanpika. A 4To Ha Ipyryro B3MISHYI... MOXET 3TO ele oiHa TpoBeEpKa?

— He HepBHUMualite Tak, a? Bee yrpscercs, BoT yBuaure... Imneparop....

Ho nonbITaTbcst yCIIOKOUTBH rocnoxky Hazno. OT rpexa nofanblle. . .

— Jla npuuem Tyt Mol Mmyx?! MHe Aena HET 0 TOTO, YTO OH 3aTE€BAET U C KEM 3aurphIBacT!

A BOT 3TO YK€ UHTEPECHO. ..

— Torma — 49to0?

Jlama octaHOBUJAaCh, TIYOOKO B3IOXHYNIA, CHJISICh YAEP)KaTh B y37€ KEJaHUE Yero-HUOyIh
CJIOMAaTh WU Pa30uUTh.

— IlpocTo B Hel TroBOpUT OCKOpOJEHHAs TOpJ0CTh, Tocmoxka Kopu. Hamia Jlama Takas ke
coOCTBeHHHUIIa, Kak U Brnaspika. ..



A THeB W 3amaj Kyna-TO YUUIM, OCTaBUB Ha Jylle JIMIIb BbDKKEHHYIO JI0TJa MYCTHIHIO.
Obuny...

— W gro Ham nenath? CoBeT-TO coOMpaeTcs 3aBTpa.

Bot Tenepp MOKHO M IOTOBOPUTH U IOHECTH 110 JIaapl yMHBIE, a TTTABHOE — JEIbHBIE, MBICIIH.

— Hy, Bo-niepBBIX — 3aTMUTh, 0YAPOBATh, TIOKOPUTE.... Beex.

— Bo-BTOphIX — n0100path rapaepod tak, yToOb Dyro moMepkIa psaIoM C BaMHU.

— B-Tperbux — 3actaButh peBHOBaTh MiMneparopa. Xots, 3TOro Jiydile He HaJlo. ..

— B-ueTBepThIX — 3aBECTH MOJIE3HBIE 3HAKOMCTBA. Tak... Mayio Ju, KOrja NpuroguTcs!

Onu penerupoBanu? llopasurenpHas CIa)XK€HHOCTh B NEUCTBUSIX. WM yxe Hadanu aymarhb
OJIMHAKOBO?

— Dro-1o nousaTHO! Bompoc B Tom — kakoit Hapsia Oynetr y dyro. ..

Kopu noBonpHO XMBIKHYNIA, a Mu3y crpsAtain masza oT neitiuBoro B3opa Jlamel. Uto oHuM
HATBOPHUJIN?

— Hy-ka, noporue Mmou, roBopure. ..

— Jla tak... Huuero ocobennoro! A6coioTHO HUYETo!

HeBUHHOCTH 4yTh JIM HE 3aTOIMMJIA KOMHATY, U OT 3TOT0 BbI3Bajia e1lie OOJIbIIe MOI0O3PEHUH . . .

— A KMMOHO y Hee OyZleT HeKHO-PO30BOr0 IIBETa IIMTOE IBETAMM MUIMHUK. V3 yKpaleHuit
— JKeMuyra u pyOuHbL.. Makus K B MOJHOM COOTBETCTBUM C Tpamunusmu! Ilpome roBops —
CIUJIOIIIHAS yroJia OOIIECTRY.

Bort 310 Heoxkunganno! Koneuno, Jlaga 3uana, uro Kopu He coBcem Oenasi oBeuka, HO 4TOOB!
HACTOJIbKO ONMOUTHCs! Bouctuny, uyxast 1yiia — MOTEMKH. . .

— TbvI uTO MOATIIAABIBAIIA?

He cmorna ynepxkarbest o Bompoca. CIIHUIIKOM 3TO YK HE BA3aJI0Ch C 00pa3oM 00asTebHOU
JIEBYIIIKH.

— OHa eme W TOACTYyIMBala... — OTKOMMEHTHpOBal Mmu3y. JIerko Tak, CJIOBHO OBl
HEB3Ha4au.

— A Ham cTpax CIeau 3a TeM, 4ToObl MHE HUKTO He moMerman! A Xukapy cam, 3aMeThTe
caM, IoKa3ajl MHE Ty OYapOoBaTEJIbHYIO HUIITY, OJarogapsi KOTOpOU s Bce U y3HIa!

3acMyImascs JUCEHOK, MOKPACHEN KaK MaKOB IIBET.

Jlana npaBHO yxe Tak He cMesulach. CHayana — memniana 00Jb, HEOOJNbIIOE MOCIEICTBUE
OTpAaBJICHUS SIIOM, TOTOM — HE OBLJIO HUYETO TAKOT0, HAJl YeM JEHCTBUTEIIBHO CTOUIIO CMESIThCA.

— Ox, nmuoHsI Bbl MO HeHamsiAHble! He crbimana 661 CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU YIIIAMU — HE
nosepuial

— MBI TPOCTO XOPOILIO MaCKUpyemcsi!

MHuoroxBocTast IMCHYKa ropIniiach MpoaelaHHoi padoToil! A Belb cecTpa elle He 3Halla, YTo
Tamanm cama cumia g HEe IUIaThe M3 CHHE-JMIIOBOTO IENKAa MMTOE IMojeBbiIMU LBeTamu! He
KUMOHO, HeT. Takoe, kakoe HocAT Ha ponuHe Jlanpl. Uyxue Tpaauiiuu ToXe yBaxarh HaJ0. XOTs
OBl UyTh-UyTh!

A B TO BpeMs, KOTAA IIET 3TOT Pa3roBOp, HA IIABHOM IUIOMIAJN JABOPIA U3 CHUSHHUS MOPTAJIOB
MOSBIISUIACH TOCTU U ydyacTHUKHU CoBerTa.

[lepBbIMU TIpUOBLUTH SIPOCTHBIE APAKOHBL. B CBOMX MCTUHHBIX OOJIMKAaX OHHM BBIHBIPHYIU U3
CJETSIIMX 30J0THIX COJIHII MPsSAMO B HeOe, WX POAHOM M JroOuMoMm nome. [lomympospadnbie
VCIICLIPEHHBIE THICIYaMU TOHEHBKUX KPOBSHBIX COCYIOB KPbUIbS IOXOIWJIM HA OTPOMHBIE Iapyca
OBICTPBIX, pa3pe3arolMX BOJHBI MOPCKUX Kopaoseil. ToHKue XBOCThl M3BUBAIUCH MTOJOOHO 3MEsM,



a Ha CaMOM HX KOHYHMKE MEpLAJIM CMEPTEIbHO OIACHBIE SJOBUTHIE IMNbL L[lBeTHas wemnys
nepenuBaigach B SPKHUX, ONEAHO-KEITHIX JydaxX IOAOOHO ThICSYaM paayr. B oOcuamaHOBBIX,
M3YMPYIHBIX, Call(pUPOBLIX U PYOMHOBBIX IJ1a3aX ¢ BEPTHUKAJIbHBIM 3PAuKOM CHSUIH JAJICKUE 3BE3/Ibl.
Benuuue BBICOKMX TONyOBIX Jajedl CKBO3WJIO B KaXKJIOM HAINOJHEHHOM TIE€PBO3JaHHOW CHIION
JIBUKEHUHU, @ OCTPhIE OeJible KJIBIKU BBI3BIBAIM CTPaX U yBaKeHHE. BripoueM, qpakoHbl HUKOT/IA HE
Hamajgaau MepBbIMU... CIMIIKOM OHHM I[EHWIU YYXKYIO XKU3Hb, CJIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO JIOOWJIM BCE
’KUBOE, YTO €CTh HA ATOU 3eMJIE... Myapensl, )XUBynpe 1o 3aKkoHam borunan JKusHu.

B denoBedyeckoM 00JIMKE MX MOXKHO OBUIO CPAaBHUTH C KUTCYyHE. UeM-TO OHU OBUIM IMOXOXKH
Ipyr Ha Japyra, HO YeéM MMEHHO HMKTO HE CMOT Obl CKa3aThb M3 BCEX HBIHE JKUBYIIMX. 3BEpHHAs
rpanus, HEYEJIOBEYECKUE PE3HBIE, IMOKPHITHIC MAJICHBKUMM YEIIyWKaMH, YIIM, MPSIMOW B3IJISA
OTPOMHBIX MHHJAJIEBUIHBIX T71a3. M1 O4eHb MHOTO 30JI0THIX yKpallleHHH 3MesMU OOBHBABIIMX HX
coBepiieHHble Tena. COTHM W COTHHM OpaciieToB, IEemouek, cepexek... Ocrueruisionmii 0jeck
Jparol€HHbIX KAMHEW MO/ IIBET IJ1a3.

CrenyroumMy Ha >KEJITHIA TPaBUM CTYNWIM MPEKPACHO-XOJIOAHBIE 3b(bI, 00JlaYeHHbIE B
OJIEKIBI CAMBIX PA3JIMYHBIX OTTEHKOB 3€JIEHOr0 BeTa. Ha uX niedax nexann COTKaHHbIE U3 HUTEN
TyMaHa IUIalM, a TOJIOBbl BECHYAIN TOHKHUE, KPYKEBHBIE JUAIEMBL.

OT HHUX BESJIO 3UMHEU CTYXEW, HECMOTPS Ha PACIYIICHHBIE 30JIOTUCTHIE BOJIOCHI U SICHBIC,
HAITOJIHEHHBIC CBETOM IlIa3a. be3yKOPM3HEHHO BEXKJIMBBIE, C TOPJAOU CTAarblo, MATKUMHU 4YE€pPTaMU
JUIA... ¢ KarbIMM B TOHKYIO YepPTOYKY rydoamu. Bpose, MOxoku Ha SICHBIM JIeHB, a JyIlla, YTO
TemMHas Oe3nyHHas Hodb CeBepHBIX OCTpoBOB. OHHU Bedb ObUIM NMPOTUB Opaka Mmmeparopa c
yejoBekoM. Jlaxke rpo3wnuchk BoWHOW. Ho coumkom cimabel... He um Ttsrarbcss B cuje ¢
co3naHusaMu camoil Beynoctu.

3a HUMH TosBIIIMCH OpkU. Kak Bcerma sipkue, IIyMHbIC, KUBbIE... J[0 Oe3ymMus MOXoXHUe Ha
JOJIEM OHM MOPOLUIM MO YIWIaM TopoAa, BEeAsS MOJ Y3ALbl TOHKOHOTHX CTEMHBIX KOHEW.
3aKkyTaHHbIE B O€CUHMCIICHHBIC AW J>KEHIIMHBI ¢ OyKeTaMH TIOJEBBIX I[BETOB B pyKax
COIPOBOXKJIAEMbIE CBOMMH HEMHOIO CTpAalHBIMM YE€PHOBOJIOCBIMA MYXYHHAMH B I[BETHBIX
KypTkaXx. UM He ObUIO Jiena 10 HEJOBOJIBHBIX B3MIAIOB 3Jb(OB... OHU MPUILIM CHOJIa CETOIHS,
TOJIBKO MOTOMY, 4TO Tak moBesnenu Jyxu mpenkos... Uto Tak Hamenrtanza cBouM neTsiM CTenb.
XOTs paHbllie OHU HE OYEHB-TO YacTO yaocTanBajin COBET CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM.

Korpma sipko-amiblif AMCK YMHPAIOIIETO COJHIIA KOCHYJICS 3€MJIM, OECUIyMHO COTKAaJIuCh W3
BO3/yXxa U orHs (eHukchl. OrueHokyapsie netu OrHs u Berpa. IlyremecTByromnme Mexy MUPOE
BCIO CBOIO OECKOHEUHYIO *HU3Hb. MIMerolme Ha Bce CBOMl COOCTBEHHBIN B3MNIsAI, CBO€ MHEHHeE... 1
He 00MaHyTh WX OBUIO, HE COBparb UM, HOO CMOTpEIN OHH B CaMOE€ CepJIle CBOMMHU YEPHBIMH,
IMOX0KMMH Ha O€3I0HHBIE KOJIOIIBI, TJIa3aMH.

OHM UM CTENEHHO, MOJHOCTHIO OCO3HABAas BCIO CTENEHb OTHYILICHHOTO UM BEJIMYUS U CHUJIBL.
N60 He cozmaBanu ux 6oru u ctuxuu. Jlaxxe u He qymanu. @EHUKCHI MPOCTO MPUIIITA B 3TOT MHUP. ..
OTKYZa-TO. MOXKET, U3 pa3pylIeHHOr0, YMEPILEro J10Ma, MOKET, IMIPOCTO TakK BbIILIO... Ho oHn —
31echk. M ¢ 3TUM HE NOCIOpHUILIb.

[TouTn HOUBIO OTHOBPEMEHHO MPUIIITA CUHEKOKUE CJIAJKOTOJIOCHIE PYCAIKU U (Peu, 32 UbUMU
CIIMHAMHU TPENETAIH MPO3padyHble KphUIbIIKKA. BMecTe. [lepBbie — B ofexk1ax MOX0KUX HA BOAY
YKPAIICHHYIO MEHON KPYKEB M KEMUYKHBIX OXKEPEJIbSiX, BTOPbIE — B COTKAHHBIX M3 MNAyTHUHBI
HapsiIax, HECA B MAJIEHBKUX HEKHBIX PYYKax MO CUSAIOIIEMY OTOHBbKY, OCBEIIABIIEMY UM JOPOTY.

XpaHuTeabHULBI BoA U JecoB. Kak npekpacHbl Bol! Ho oTHIOIB HE coBepiieHHb. HO nMeHHO
ATO 3aCTaBIIsIeT 000paYMBaThCs BaM Beiiel. Jlaxe ecliv 3TO KUTCYHE. ..

Tonbko mroaeit 3nech He Ob10. I He Momio ObiTh. He 3acmyxunu. Okazainch HEIOCTONWHBI



Takoi yectu. Ho mouemy xe tak... Yem onu apyrue...?

Tem, uTo cnUIIKOM cIa0bl, YTO UX KU3Hb OBICTPOTEYHA U KPATKOBPEMEHHA, KaK Y MOTBUIbKA
jgeTsamero Ha oroHb. C KaXXIbIM MTHOBEHHEM OH MPHUOJIMKAETCS K CBOEH CHSIOIIEH CMEpTH,
OOUTCs1, HO BCE PABHO JIETUT K HEW HE B CHJIaX MOBEPHYTh Ha3al. JI10Au mpocTo KakJ10€ MTHOBEHHE
CBOEH JKM3HM Ha Iar MpuONMXarTcs K cMepTH. JI1oau MpocTo yMHUPAIOT, TaKKe Kak U CJIaOblii
XPYIIKUHA MOTBUIEK.

Ho »tor Oenbiii HouHOM MoThulek norndaer KPACHUBO! Tak, kak HUKOrga HE yMEpETh
HUKOMY. [IpocTo cropas B CBOMX 4YyBCTBAX, MEUTAX, KEJIAHUSX. . .

DTOi BBICOTHI HE JOCTHUTHYTH HU 3Jb(aM, HU KUTCyHe, HU (esM, HU pycajakam H Jaxke
apakoHaMm... OHHM Belb HE YMEIOT Opocarhb Ha JOCKY ku3HU U cmeptu Bce! Jlo eamnHoro, mo
MOCJIEHETO B3/10Xa, B3IJISAA, KAl KpOBHU, Oeryieit mo BeHam!

OHM XKUBYT BEUHOCTb, JIFOIM — MTHOBEHHUE... HO UMEHHO 3TO MITHOBEHHE I[IEHUTCA HAMHOIO
JI0poke 0e3KU3HEHHOU IMYCTOThI OeCCMEepTHSL.

A cam Brnagpika Mnepun v mpuUHUMAIOLIETO AOMa Ka)KJIOTO BCTpeyasl Ha Mopore JBopla U
MPOU3HOCHII OJIHY-€AMHCTBEHHYIO 3aBETHYIO (pa3zy, MOTOMY KakK MOJYaHHE B 3TOT MOMEHT
03Hayajo Obl OOBSBICHUE BOWHHI. ..

— 1 pan npuBeTCcTBOBaTH Bac B MoeM JIoMe. ..

W HU3KO KJIAHSUIHCH CITYTH, U YIIBIOATUCH MTPUBOPHBIC, U CTPOTO IISIEITH U3-3a CBOMX MAaCOK
COBETHUKHU. ..

I'naea 14

Ku3Hp mrofel — 3TO COTHU M THICSYM MOMHOKEHHBIE Ha MUJIJIMOHBI MTHOBEHBS. Takue oT
KOTOPBIX CEpAIe HaunHAET OCIeHO OUThCS B TPYIH, HIIM C)KMUMAThCSI OT CKOBABIIICH €ro 00Jn, UiIu
TpeneTarb MonoOoHo 0abouke. MHOro TakMx MTHOBEHUN-MOMEHTOB. Bcex W He mepedecThb, He
cocuutarb. M He Hamo 3TOro. Beap TeM OHU M JTIOPOTH, YTO MPOXOIAT, YTOOBI OCTAThCS B HAIlCH
namMsTu!

ToNbKO... Halle BCEro B 3TU MUHYTHI U YXOISIIME CKBO3b Mablbl CEKYHIBI JIOAU TIadyT. OT
cMeXa, OT CYacThsl, OT 00, OT TOCKH... Clie3bl OBIBAIOT 3JIBIMU U JOOPHIMHU, COUYBCTBEHHBIMU U
OoTYastHHbIMH. M OT 3TOrO Ha ayiie cTaHoBUTCS jerdye. Ynme. [1oToMmy Kak MbI BBIIIJIAKUBAEM CBOH
YyBCTBA...

['oBOPSAT, YTO ClI€3bl EAUHOPOTOB YMEIOT MCIENATh, IPAKOHBM — 00paIaThCs B JParolieHHbIE
KaMHH, (PEHUKCOB — JapUTh BEYHYIO )KU3Hb, @ KHTCYHE — CTaHOBUTHCS 3Be37aMU. TOIBKO 3Ib(DbI
HE MOTYT mjakarb. He yMeT OHM, MOTOMY KaK HHYTO HE MOXKET TPOHYTh UX JYIIy HACTOJIBKO,
4yTOOBI U3 TJI1a3 MOoJIWJIach OJarocjaoBeHHas Biara... Moxer tak peumiu boru. 4 He Begato.

A s Oonbiie He Mory miakarb. CoBceMm. M HuKorma He cMory. Ymiarwia UMHU 3a YyXYIO
)KU3Hb. TOJIBKO s He coxkaliero 00 »toM. Ilnakark Benpr MOXKHO M 0e3 cie3... Tonpko Torma B
Oe3yIep)KHOM KpPHKE PaHEHOIo 3Beps OymeT HaJphiBaTbcs Mos coOctBeHHas aymia! CToHArh OT
CBs3aBIe ee Oonu. YMuparb Ha KONbIX COOCTBEHHBIX COMHECHUW OOBMHEHHMH. A cepiaie —
PBIIATH KPOBABBIMHU CJI€3aMU. TE€MHO-aJIbIMH, KaK 3€MJIs B CTPAHE IPAKOHOB.

N sta Myka ropaszio cTpaliHee BCSIKMX MBITOK... Benp mplTaeis 37ech Thl ceds cam. M camoe
IJJaBHOE — OT ce0sl HEe CKpOelbCs, He crpsuelibcsi! BuaeTs Oyners BO CHE M HasiBy BCE CBOU



OoImmMOKH, BCE, YTO JOJDKHA OblIa caenarh, U He caenana. M He 3ammakare Oymer... He oOmeruuts
ymiy. . .

Tonbko BOT, €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO YTEIIAeT 3TO TO, YTO B JKMU3HHU €CTh MHOTO 4ero OoJjee
CTpaIHoOro u XyTkoro. Ciesbl 3T0, KOHEYHO, yTpara OoJiblliasi, HO pa3Be €€ MOXXHO CPaBHHUTH C
OTYassHbEM YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBIM BEPHYBIIMCH JIOMOHM, He Hamen HU ero, HU cembu? C ropem
MAaTEPH, NOTEPSABILIEN CBOUX JIETEMN ?

(JIana,
Mecsll paccBeTal2 eHb 30JI0THIX JIydeil).

CoOpanue coBeTa JJIMIIOCH Ha IPOTSHKEHUH BCEW HOYM, BILJIOTH JIO CAaMbIX MTEPBBIX COJIHEUHBIX
Jy4yeil yAMBUTEIbHO KPAaCHBO pacuepTUBIIMX HEOO, MOJEIUB €r0 Ha HEPaBHBIC YAaCTH, OKPACHUB B
KEJThle, ToJIyOble M TEMHO-CHHHE TOHA. 3aCTaBUB IMOMEPKHYTh 3BE3/Ibl U PACTasTh MeCsI] B
YIPEHHEN JIBIMKE.

N Tonpko TOrma pacKpbUIMCh MAaCCUBHBIC, IO 3TOTO MOMEHTA HAKPEMKO 3aKPBIThIE TaK, YTO U
MBIIIIb HE TPOCKOJIB3HET, TyOOBBIE ABEpH, BhITYyCTUB Branesik u [loBenuteneit pac. O yeM TaM 1um
pas3roBOphl, HUKTO HE 3HaI. He ama oOBMHBIX CO3AaHUN ATO OBUIO, HE IS ApUCTOKPATHH WIIU
KPECThSIH, a TOJIBKO ISl Biracturenen, KOTOpbIE Cpa3y kK€ HapPaBWINCh B cal, TJE I HUX YXKE
ObUTM MOATOTOBIICHBI IPA3THUYHBIE YTOIICHUS U Pa3BICUYCHUs, a BO3yX 3B€HEN OT 3BYKOB MY3bIKH.

Pabora paboToii, a paccialdisThea U OTAbIXaTh HaAo0 BceM! Jlaxke um... MyapbiM, CHIIBHBIM U
BEJINKHUM.

[Ipa3gHuk, He TIpa3gHUK, HO coObITHE cyiecTBeHHOE ATOT CoeT! Koraa ere MOXHO YBUIETh
BECh LIBET pac BMecTe? Bcex MOrydmx W 3HATHBIX IpeacTaBuTened nx? MupHo Oeceayroumx u
PACKJIaHUBAIOMIMXCS. .. 3a0BIBIIIMX O BPaXK/I€.

Tonbko pa3 B roa, Ha Coserte.

N Tyt mmaBHOE OBUTIO HE YMYCTUTH CBOM mmaHc! Benpb, 3TO Takas BEIUKOJEIHAS BO3MOXHOCTb
HalTH ce0e MOAXOMAIIYI0 Tapy, 3aKJIIOYUTh BBHITOAHBIN Opak! Mnu 3aBecTH MoJie3HbIE ICIIOBbIC
3HAKOMCTBA... Wnu coto3HukoB. [IpoTuB 001X Bparos.

N mosToMy JeByIIKM J0 Hayajga dSTOro... MEPOINPUATHS Toadupanu cede Hapsabl U
yKpallleHus, OelIuian Julla, noaBoauian masza! Jlemamu Bce, 4TOOBI BBIAEIUTCS, 3aCHUSTh SPKOU
3BE3/I0UKOM, 3aTMUTh OCTAJIbHBIX. UTOOBI 3aMeTHIN ToJibKO ee! Ho 1o0uauch npoTUBOMOJIOKHOTO
pe3ynbTara. ..

Cusin 3nech yenoBek. CBoeil MPOCTOTOM U YTOHYEHHOUW CBEKECThIO BECHBI B CBOEM MPOCTOM
capadaHe C [BETOYHOM BBHIINIMBKOM MW BEHKE W3 MOJEBBIX I[BeTOB. He ObI0O Ha ee pykax HU
OpacneroB, HU KOJell C JParolleHHbIMU KaMEHbSMHU, a B YIIaX ceper, He OOBUBAJIU 3MESIMHU €€
TOHKYIO HIEI0 OKepelibs U 1enodku. CoBceM-coBceM!

W nMeHHO 3TO 3aCTaBiIsIO0 OCTAHABIMBATL HA HEW B3IVIA... Ha HEl, a He Ha MPEeKPACHEUIIIMX
kutcyHe! Kak cmemnmno... JJocrarouHo crark coOoid, 4TOObI T€OS 3aMETHIIM CPEear TOJIBL. YTOOBI
TeOsI MPOBOXKAJIU B3TJISIAAMU. . .

Tonbko HE KOHEIl TO, a HadaJlo, BeJb HEe 3a0bITHI eie oO0uabl U TnpeHeOpexxkenue. M ona
oTroMcTHT. 3a Bce. IIycTh naxke ymMpeT, HO 3aCTaBUT CUMTAThCs ¢ cO00M cBoero myxa. He urpymky
BeJlb OH ceOe 3aBell, HEe 3a0aBy WJIM JIEKAPCTBO OT CKYKH, HET! PSmoM ¢ HUM HaXomWJIOCh KUBOE
CYILLIECTBO CO CBOMMU YYBCTBAMH, KEJTAHUAMU U IMOLUSIMHU. . .

Koropoe xoTeno pamoBarbcst U )KHUTh, @ HE CIEIOBaTh 3a €ro BoJieil. KoTopoe XoTeno mpocto
VIIBIOAThCSl TEM, KOTO CUMUTAIO JOCTOMHOM 3TOHM YIBIOKH, a HE TOJBKO eMmy... KoTtopoe meno ajs



BceX... He B 30710UeHOM KJIeTKe, a Ha BOJIC.

Jlaga nosro uWckana IMOAXOMAIIYIO KEPTBY I CBOETO IJIaHA. METOIWYHO U CKPYHYIE3HO
BbIOMpas Cpeau TOCTe UMEHHO TO, UTO € ObUI0 HY)XHO. Ml HUKak HEe MOTIJIa HalTH.

3neck He ObUTO HU ofHOro OproHeTa! OmHuM OMOHAMHBI Ja pbixkue! OpkU HE B CYET, XOTh U
TEMHOBOJIOCHL. MIMmieparop HU 3a YTO HE MOBEPUT, YTO OHA MOXKET YBJIEYLCS KEM-TO U3 CTEITHOTO
Hapona. OgHako... YeM uepT He nytut? MoxeT u cpadboTaer. ..

Ho Tonpko kak 3anmacHoM BapuaHT!

Bpone 3aeck Obin1 Keit. Craperit no0Opsiii Keii... XoTh ogHa pomHas ayiia, TOT KOMY MOKHO
NOBEPUTHCS M TOXKAJIOBATHCSA HA JKU3Hb, 3Ty CTpaHy BMmecTe ¢ ee Mmmeparopom, pacckasars O
cBoeit Tocke o nomy. [locMmesTeesa Hakoner! BcnoMuuTh 00mme npokassl... Caapl, KOTOpbIe ObUTH
OOBOPOBaHBI MX OOHNMMH YCHJIMSAMHU... M cTaporo 37m0ro MenbHUKA Y KOTOPOTO COBEPILEHHO
CIy4alHO MpOoIaJia C MEJbHUIBI BCA MyKa!

A BoT kaxercsa um oH! PasroBapmBaer ¢ Pua, KpacmBOW OpYaHKOM-NIPEACKA3ATEIBbHULEH,
OTKa3aBUIMMCS CKa3arb €l O TOM, YTO yBHJEJIA OHA B JIMHUAX Ha JagoHu Jlaael. [loromy uTo He
J0JDKHA 3HAaTh CBOETo Oyaymiero ee muias noapyra. [loromy uto He mnga Hee 3To. CiuIkom
onacHo!

Certuac Jlama Oputa el gake OjarogapHa 3a 3TO... 3a BO3MOXHOCTh CaMOM peliaTh CBOIO
cyns0y. [ToTromy 4TO MHaYe OHA cTana Obl OTJIAILIBATHCS Ha MPECKa3aHHOE.

— Keii! Pual!

N Bce-paBHO, 4TO Ha T€OS OMISAABIBAIOTCS M OCYXKJAroIe cMOTpAT! UTo HETOBOJIBHO KayaroT
rojoBamu kutcyHe! [lycts. OHa KUBOM YETIOBEK, a HE XOJIONHAs Oe3pa3iinuHasl cTarys. Y Hee ecTh
yyBCcTBa!

— IItnuka?!

'TITnuka'. Crapoe npo3Bulle, JaHHOE KOYeBHHKaMHU. Korjga-To MMEHHO OHM CPAaBHUJIA €€ C
PEIIKOM IMOJIEBOM MITUYKOM, KOTOpas HE yMeJa )KUTh B KIIETKE.

OHa TOX€ HE yMeJa... HO KW3Hb YUUT U 3aCTaBIsIET MPUOOPETaTh HOBbIC 3HAHUS U YMEHHUS, B
TOM 4uciie U Takue... J(Bopen Bnaapiku Beab Ta ke kiaeTka. 3050Tas, Ooraras KieTka, OT KOTOPOu
y Hee HeT kiatoda. Ho npyThsi B HEM HE TaKHWE YK TOJICThIE M KoJiroune! J[a U CTOUT HE MIIOTHO...
[ToaTOMYy MOXHO yrneTeTb. YTOObI TOTOM 0053aTEIBHO BEPHYTHCA.

— PebsTa, muisie Mmon!!!

— Jlapal

OOBAThSI OBUTM HACTOJIBKO KPENKHUMH, U4TO AaXKe JyX MEPEXBaTUIIO, a B Ia3zax 3aruisicaio
CYACThE HAIOIOJIaM C JTaJIEKUM OTroJIockoM cBoOosbl. Kak oHa Obuia paga ux BuaeTh! Crblmars ux
roJioca, BCIIOMUHATh BMECTH C HUMH O IIPOLIIOM. ..

Takom Becenom u aaxke HemHoro crpammoM! Kak miynsl onu Torna Obutn! Kak HauBabl! [la
erie u 0e3yMHBL. . .

— A TBI COBCEM HE M3MEHMJIACh... TaKk M OCTajach MaJICHbKMM HECHOCHBIM CO3/IaHUEM!
[Ipu3HaBaiics, BO CKOJIBKO CaJIOB YK€ yCIela 3al1e3Th?

XUTpoe MOAMHUTMBAHWE, IUALIYIIME HA JHE YEPHBIX OMYTOB JAEMOHBI, JIETKUW NEPE3BOH
CTEKJISIHHBIX OyC, O/Ie)K/a TaxXHyIasl mojieM... Tak MOXHO Omucarh 3TUX JABYX OpKOB. [loxoxux u
Pa3HBbIX.

Jlana Ha3pIBaja WX MOJOBUHKAMH OJHOTO I1E€JIOTO, KOTOPOE MO HEOCTOPOKHOCTH pa3zOuiu. ..
HE 3Hasl, YTO OHA HEBOJILHO OBTOPUJIA CJIOBA U3 JIETEHJ O CO3JaHUH 3TOTO HAPOJa.

He 3nas — 3Harb. OpKH CYUTAIOT 3TO BBICHIEH MYIPOCTHIO, KOTOPYKO IOMHST TOJBKO



HOBOPOJKJICHHBIE. . .

— Keii, He TO30pb MEHAL. ..

Pua 3acmestace. U He mpeMuHYysa BHECTH CBOIO JICIITY. ..

— Ara, He HallOMUHATh O BEPXOBBIX MPOTYIKaX JJII KOTOPHIX Thl U3 COOCTBEHHOW KOHIOUIHU
'omoikuna’ mapy Jomanei? WMnum TOT mpa3gHUK C KOTOPOTO Thl cOexana B JieC C JICIMM
BCTPETUTHCA? A Beflb eltie ObuT 00€/1 AJ11 BOJISIHOTO, M TIapa MaJIOCTe Ha PhIHKE. ..

— Pwua! Te1 Begp cama Bo BceM 3ToM ydacTBoBasia! M 3T0 ThI ykpana y TOro Kymnua KOIesiekK, a
HE 1!

— Ho TbI ero ycuiieHHO OTBII€KaJIa, MOKYMas TOT rpedemmok st Bojoc! C mepiramyTpoM U
xemuyrom! Xots BuauT Benvkas MaTh, oH TeO€ ObUT COBEPIIEHHO HU K YeMy!

— Jla 1 TBOS MONpYyXKa-pycaiouka MOIvia MOJApUTh HaIlleH NMTHYKE AI0KUHY TaKUX TpeOHei!
E1e u nydiie oHu okazanuch Obl!

— UYTto B mpoyeM OHa U cJenana, Korjaa yBujena Ty 0e3gapimHy. . .

PanocTh OT BCTped HE U3MEPUTH, HE YIPSTaTh B CTporue paMku. He ctepeTs BocmioMruHaHUA,
He 3a0paTh UX HUKOMY, IOTOMY KaK cep/iie OyJeT MOMHUTh BCET/A, AK€ €CIIU U MaMSITH-TO YXKe
HE CTaJo...

— Jla He cnopro a ¢ Bamu! He cnopro. .. [Ipomie kameHs niepecrnopurs, yeM Bac!

CuactiuBble oHH, Opku. CBOOOAHBIC, BOJIbHBIC, POJIHEIC. .. Tak MOX0XKKE HA HUX, JIIOACH. ..

— A Tenepb pacckasblBaid, UTO ThI 33/ lymMaa.

CocTpouTh HEBUHHYIO POXKHILY, TTOXJIONATh PECHUIIAMU, 3Has, 4TO HE oOMaHelnb... Ho Tak
XO4YeTCs MOJIPAa3HUTD, TOUTPATh, paccaaduTbes! XoTh HAa CEKYHIOUKY!

— C 4ero Tbl B3s1?

[IpenckazarenbHuLa NPUKpHUIA [1a3a, CJIOBHO OBl YTO-TO BCIOMHHAs... A Ha CaMOM JieJie
MOJIBITPBIBASI U PA3BIICKAsICh.

CKy4dHO MM B KPacHBBIX JIBOpPIIaX KUTCYHE, TJ€ BETEpP PEAKUI TrOCTh... [ J1e CTEHBI AaBAT, a
qy)Kasi Marusi CKOBbIBa€T TBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO.

— Bo-nepBbIx — THI ynbIOanachk KakJI0My BCTpeUHOMY-IornepedyHomy. Jlaxke aibham, XoTs
YK UX-TO Ha JyX HE IEPEHOCHIIIb.

Bo-BTOpBIX — 70 MEHs JIOIUIA CIyXH, YTO T€OE YeM-TO HE YroAuJl CyNpyr, ero BiaabraecTBo
Ekaii.

A B-TpETbUX — YK OOJIbHO y T€OSI XUTPOE BhIpAXKEHUE JIUIIA, ]a U Ta MUJIasi KOMIIAHUSI TBOUX
Ipy3e-KUTCyHE ¢ TeOsl BeCh JIeHb a3 He cBoauT. CinoBHO uero 0ositcs... CunbHo Tak. [loutn go
IPOXKH B KOJIEHKAX, YTO MEHS HE MOXKET He pagoBaTh! KutcyHne u Bapyr uyero-to 6osrcs!

Hy Tak, yto? MHe npoaomxuth? Aju cama pacCKaKellb?

A Kopu, Xukapy, Muzy u Tamanm >xganu Oypu, Moiada HaOMronasi 3a BRIKpyTacaMHM CBOEH
MOJIPYTH, CECTPhI U TOCIOXKH, KOTOpasi B JaHHBII MOMEHT MUJIO YIbI0aJach KaKOMY-TO (P€HHKCY,
XOTS JIO ATOTO ObLJIa KaKas-TO Mapa OPKOB... YepHOBOJIOCHIX U SIBHO HE B MEPBHIN pa3 BCTPEUCHHBIX!
A KaKk MUHUMYM pa3... AecsaThb. [I[pudem, B KaKNX-TO HHTEPECHBIX CUTYyallUSIX. ..

Ho... CnaBa borune, 4To )eHUKCHI BCE PbDKUE, & OPKU — HE MPUBJIEKYT UY>KOTO BHUMAHHS|
Menblie maHcoB, uTo MMmmeparop copBeTcs, KaK KOIZa-To €l B Hayaje npeObiBanus Jlaawl B
cTpaHe kuTcyHe. M B 3TOT pa3 Bce He o0Opa3yercs. ..

[Toromy 4TO B3BUHYEHBI cUIIKOM 00a. ['opabl. A Jlana emie u oOukeHa. ..

— Kak nymaenis, ckopo Biagpika 3ametut?

MasneHbKON OJHOXBOCTOM KUTCYHE OBJIAJEIIO BCEMONIONAIONIEE PABHOAYIIME. 3a4€EM TPaTUTh



HEPBBI 3apaHee, €CIM OHW TPUTOMITCS €M Torjga, Korja Hajo OymeT cracaTth CBOKO DIIYIYIO

Ha3BaHHYIO cecTpy? Benp Torma mpuaercs ynuparb Tak, Kak OHa HUKOTAA 1O 3TOro He yaupasna!

Jlaxxe oT cOOCTBEHHOTO JIS/I1, KOTJIa CIydailHO, a Ha CaMOM JieJie BIOJIHE CIIeIUaIbHO, UCTIOPTUIIA
B JIETCTBE EMY HECKOJIBKO OYEHD BAXKHBIX JOKYMEHTOB. ..

— Ecnu rocnoska He cTaHeT OKa3bIBaTh CBOE BHUMaHUE OpIOHETaM, TO — HECKOpO.

A BOT Mwu3y Haobopor cHenman uHTepec. Hackonbko ganexo Jlajma cMoXkeT 3aliTH B CBOM
KOBapHOU MecTu? 1 HacKOJIbKO JOPOro UM BCEM IPUIETCS PACIUIAYMBATHCS 34 ATY BOJBHOCTH U
karnpu3s? [loToMy Kak B CTOPOHE U3 HUX TPOUX HE OCTAHETCS HUKTO. [IpOCTO HE CMOKET.

— Munyt 4yepe3 nsaTb. MakCUMyM — JECSTb.

Tamamm ke 30pko HabrOaIa U 3a TOCTAMHU, U 3a Jlagoi, He naBas cede HM Ha MUHYTY, HA Ha
OIHY €IMHCTBEHHYIO CEKYHIYy pacciiaduthbcs. M mosToMy mepBasi 3aMeTHJIa TO, YTO MPOMYCTHIH
IpYTHE.

— Ilouemy?

Xukapy e IpocTo cKy4yan. EMy HE HpaBHIMCh Bce 3TH MeponpusaThs! CIUIIKOM IIyMHBIMU
oHu Obutn! HeyroTHBIMU M HACKBO3b JKUBBIMU. B OonbumHcTBe cBoeM. Ho Jlagy oH OpocuTh He
Mmor. 1 npuxoaunocs Teprers. Monya u ctoiiko. Beto 3Ty ¢anbib u oOMaH.

— IloTomy Kak, BO-IEPBBIX — CIOJIa UJET TBOM 1s1s1, Kopu, a BO-BTOpBIX — Hallla FOCIOXKa
YK€ KaK MUHYTY IIPOTYJIMBAETCS MOJ PyKy ¢ BractenmHOM OpakOHOB.

CrpanHo HaOx0MaTh 32 pa3BopauuBaronmMmcs aeiicteuem. UutepecHo. I omHoBpeMeHHO —
CTpAIIHO.

Bor u Kacymu-goHo 3abecniokomscsi. MHaue ¢ yero Obl €My Tak IieJIEHANPaBICHHO
MPUOIUIKATHCS K ATOM MHUJIOM KOMITAaHUHU, COBEPIICHHO HE pearupys Ha *KeJarlMX BTSIHYTh €r0 B
Oeceny rocreid. XoTsl JOAT BEJIe €MY OCTaHOBUTBHCS, MOMPUBETCTBOBAThH U OOMEHATHCS MapOii-
TPOUKOMU CJIOB.

— Yto oHa TBOPUT?!

W uu 31paBcTBYiiTE BaM, HHA 100poro AHs... Mnu eme yrpo...?

— Kt0?

JlakonnuHbIi Bonpoc. Bpone v MOHATUS HE UMEEM O TOM, YTO NMPOUCXOIUT. S HE 5, U Xara He
Mos. M BooOIe, 4To Bbl K HaM MpucTaau? Mbl YMHHO-MUPHO OTJIbIXaéM, 4all MbeM Ja BEIeM
dbunocodckue 6ecenpl! Huubero mokost He HapyliaeM, HUKOMY HE MEIIaeM. . .

— I'ocnioxka Jlana.

Hana Kopu ene cnepxuBaics, 4ToObl HE 3aKpHYaTh, HE COPBAThCS, YEro ObUIO HENb34 JEIaTh
HU B KOEM cCiIy4ae. A BeJb €My TOJIbKO HEJIaBHO CTaJI0 Ka3aTbCs, YTO XYK€ OBITh YK€ HE MOXKET,
YTO 3Ta HEYTOMOHHAs JIEBYOHKA pacTparuia BECh CBOM 3alac MOKUPYIOIMX MOAPOOHOCTEH. XOTs
Obl Ha BpeMs1, Ha HECKOJIBKO JHEH, a MEUTaJI0Ch HA CAMOM JIeJie — HeJIeb WM JIET.

Tonbko Kacymu-mono ObicTpo m30aBuiicsi OT MOJOOHBIX HaBaXKJIeHU. He mpuBBIK OH K HUM.
Jla W Kak TPUBBIKHYTh, €CIA BCIO CBOK KHU3Hb IIPOBEJI CPEAU JIKU, HEIOMOJIBOK U
3aByaJIMPOBAHHBIX YIpo3 U (pas.

— A BBI HE BUIUTE, rocrioguH? 'ymnser nmox pyky ¢ Bnacturenem AsmappeeM.

Crpaxy yxe ObUIO Ha Bce HamieBarb. llotomy kak Mmmneparop, HakoHeN-TO, 0OpaTUi
BHUMAaHUE HA TO, 4TO TBOPUT Ero xeHa. A 3HaunT — )11 Oypu-yparana. B 1BoitHOM pa3mepe, Tak
kak Hu Jlama, Hu Exaif He MOTIM MoJTda MpoIaTh APYTr APYry OOUIBL.

ToJIbKO BOT B TOJIOBY OKOJIBHBIMH ITYTSIMH 3aKpajiach IalIbHas MBICIb — 'A HE pa3BIEKAKOTCS
1 oHU Tak? Benp Muiibie OpaHaTCcsi — TOJIBKO Temarcs. ..’

— A nouemy?



['mynenii Bompoc... Odens miynsiid. [Ipocto HeBooOpasumo. OO0 3TOM yKe BeCh ABOp 3HAI!
Hauunnasi c COBETHUKOB U KOHYas KOHIOIIMM C CaJJOBHUKOM.

— Ilotomy utro Brnaapika ee ockopOuil, MO3BOJIUB ce0€ OKa3bIBaTh HEJIBYCMBICIICHHBIE 3HAKU
BHUMAaHUS JIPYroil )KEeHIIMHE y Hee Ha Ta3ax, — JOX0A4nBO o0bsicHUIa Tamanm, He OTphIBas Iy1a3
OT Pa3BOPAYMBAIOIIETOCS I1OJT CEHBIO CaKyp aeiicTBus. — [lo ee MHEHHTO.

— Mp1 nponanu. ..

OOpeyeHHbII IIENOT, HE OCTAaBUBIIMI B cep/ile Hajex1pl. Hu maneiiieii ee HCKOPKHU.

— A caMmoe II1aBHOE — OH YEPHOBOJIOCHIM M 3€JC€HOIIIa3bli BoBel. M MiMmepaTop 3To 3HaeT.

Orta (ppaza cTana mocieaHemM kamHeM B Haarpooun Kacymu-moHo.

ITocne pasroBopa ¢ Keem n Puon HacTtpoeHue pe3ko nomwio Beepx. [loHsum, nongaepxanu... u
ITOCOBETOBAJIM TOTO, KTO MOXKET IMTOMOYb €H.

Cynb0a, BUIMMO, peumia, ¢ JIETKOW pyKu OpKOB, YIIBIOHYThCS eil! COBCEM UyTh-UyTh, OAHUMU
Kpaemkamu Ty0. Eil Toxke ObLIO CKY4HO... HAOJNIONaTh 3a TaKUM MHUPHBIM J1a OQUIHATIBLHBIM
npa3aHuKOM. OTrOHBKY €M 3aX0TeJO0Ch. .. JOOABUT.

B TeHM pO30BBIX CaKyp OAMHOKO CTOSUI YEPHOBOJIOCHIM 3€JICHOMIA3bIM JpakoH. Biacturens.
[TouTun paBHbIM MO cBOEH BracTu — Bnanpike Umnepuu. Ho Tonpko moyrw.

Her, He Oynetr oHa urparb U MCTUTBH C €ro moMmoIko. He moctoitHo 310, HU3KO. EMy 1 Tak
TSIKETIO. . .

N 3akpanoch B cepjle 3apocuieid Tpormow codyBcTBUEe. Kak ke OOJIbHO... 4yBCTBOBarb U
BUJIETH UYXKYIO 0OJIb.

W Bapyr cran nousteH oOMeH B3nIA0B Kesa u Pua. 3Hanu oHu, 4TO HE MPOWJIET MUMO, YTQC
o0s3aTenbHO nonbiTaercs nomous Jlaga. He oumOnauce. ..

OHa u BIpsIMb HE CMOTJIA TPOUTH.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak TPYCTHBI U OJIMHOKU? Y IBIOHUTECK.

Jlaga HE MoIIa HE MOYYBCTBOBAaTh K 3TOMY CO3/IaHUIO cocTpafaHus. CIHIIKOM XOpOUIIo U He
IOHACJIBIIIKE OHA 3HAJIA, YTO 3TO TAKOE — TEPATHh AOPOTUX JtoAcH. M1 HEe MOUYb BBIIIIAKATh CBOIO
001b. Biiagpikam He gaHa 3Ta pockolib. CIUIIKOM MHOTO Y HUX 3aBUCTHUKOB U BPAroB, >KEJIAIOIIMX
3aHSTh UX TPOH, 3aMOJYyYUTh B CBOM PYKH IOJIHYIO, HAYEM HE OrpaHMYEHHYIO BiacThb. OHaA cama
cTaja TaKou ke KepTBOM 00cTOoATENbCTB. JKEpPTBOM UyKOH BOJIH.

— S He cToro Balero BHUMaHus, Jleau. Minnte, BeCEIMTECH. .. M OCTaBbTE MEHS OJHOIO.

besykopu3HeHHasi BeXIUBOCTh U 007b B mia3zax. Koro Tel morepsui, apakoH? Kro 3abpan c
co0oi1 B BEUHOCTh TBOE OTHEHHOE ceple?

— He ry6uTte cBoro mymty, Bnacturens. OHa u Tak ObeTCS B arOHUH. . .

OCTaHOBUTH, 3aCTAaBUTh BBICITYIIATh, JOHECTU Takue BaxkHble cioBa! Kak 3To TpynHo! Ho oHa
— BUIUT... To, 4TO HE TOJKHA. 3HAET TO, YTO € HUKTO HE TOBOPHIL.

— VY Bac eCTh JJISI YEro XUTh. Y BAaC €CTh ChIH, KOTOPBIA B OJIHOYACHE JIUIIMJIICA HE TOJIBKO
Marepu, HO U oTua! Beabs B cBOeM rope Bbl 3a0bUIH O HEM. ..

[TonsiTe! PacTonuTh 1€, CKOBAaBIIMK AyNly, U MHEW, KOJOUAM Y30pOM JIETHIMN HAa paayKKu
TJIas.

— He Bam cyauts!

[IpaBna... He eii. Ho u MomyaTh oHa He OyneT.

UYenoBeueckas pyka OIACIAMBO JIEIIa U YyTh CXKAJIA IOKPBITYIO 4Yellyer. Thl HE MOXKEIlb
nJakarb, IpakoH... Jlaga Toxe. Ho eciu pa3znenuts 00Jib, TO OHA cTaHeT MeHblIe... COBCEM UyTh-
yyTh! Ho 1 TO — yxe Onaro!



— He wmmue... Cyaute OyaeT Baia yimemiasi >Ke€Ha, KOrJa Bbl MpeJcTaHeTe Mepea Hel uepes
MHOTO-MHOTO JieT. CMOXeTe Ju Bbl €l OTBETUTHh — IMoueMy Baiil ¢ Hel ChIH 3a0bUI, YTO TaKOE
poauTenbekas 1000Bs? [louemy Bbl, B3pOCIBIA, OCTABUIIU €0 OJHOTO?

byner u Takoe. Bo3amoxHo. Eciii HU4ero He U3MEHUTCH. . .

— OTKyna Bbl MOXKETE 3HATh... BBl B€JIb HUKOTO HE TEPSUIH.

Jloxb. OHa Tepsuta. Xorena yutu Bcaen 3a Hum, HO... He cMomia. brnaromaps Emy xe!
Hexnan... 3aueM 11 yien?

A Annappe cMOTpen B Takue MOXOKHWE Ha ero miaza. Her, HM 1BETOM, a CUAIOIIMM B HUX
OTYassHbE€M W MOHMMAaHUEM, YTO BO3BPALIATHCS YMEIOT TOJIBKO KUTCYHE, YMEPIME CBOEH CMEPTHIO.

— Pacckaxure...

OTKpOBEHUE 32 OTKPOBEHUE, IOBEPUE 3a TIOBEPUE.

BoJuabmie kuur Ha caiite — Knigolub.net

— Bama jxena cerogHs odapoBarenbHa, MoW Apyr. CoBceM HE MOXOXKa Ha Ty 3a0HUTYIO
JIEBUYOHKY, KOTOpasi IepeceKia MOYTH IO/l Ha3a/l TPaHULIbL.

Tuxuii, 1OBEpUTENBHBII C MEPBOrO B3MIAA Pa3roBOpP, CAOOPEHHBIN XOPOLIMM KOJIUYECTBOM
HACMEIIIKU. .. U CKPHITO HeHaBucTu. Mexy npyms [loBenutensiMmu — 31b(OB U KUTCYHE.

— IlpaBma? He 3amernn. OHa 1 Toraa JiroOuIa MoKa3aTh XapakTep.

Kopoib 3:16¢h0B Top:kecTByrome ynsloHyIcsa. Kak ke oH mpesupan mroaeit... Kak HeHaBHaen
ux!

— Koneuno. Tosibko TOra OHA HE T03BOJIsUIA ceOe (PIUPTOBATH C APYTUMHU. .. MY>)KUMHAMH.

Bot u npumen tebe KoHell, eBouka. J[axke Takoro — JIMCHI He TpoIaT. Mi3MeHuTh, BecbMma
YCIIOBHO KOHEYHO, Ha IJ1a3ax y CoOCTBeHHOTO Myxa. Kak riymo!

A Benp oH cTpoun Takue nianbl! [IpaBga, HEKOTOpPBIE YK€ YCHIENW MPOBAJIUTHCA... B CBSI3U C
HECKOJIbKUMHW HEYYTCHHBIMU MOMEHTAMMU.

— Bort kak? Uto x, oHa Xo3s1iiKka 3Toro Jloma u 310 E€ 00s13aHHOCTH pa3BiieKaTh TOCTEH. A
9TO JI0 YABIOOK. .. Mos skeHa BOOOIIe MHOTO yJIbI0OaeTCsl.

W HuuTo He mokasayo OyIIyloIero B Ayllle THEBa, a B cepiie — spoctu. Kak mocmena ona!
Cuoga! Ho on ¢ aTum pazbepercs... uyth mo3xe. Korma nzdaButcs ot o01mecTBa 3Toro 3abda.

— JleWictButenbHO... OOS3aHHOCTh — BHCHYTH Ha OpKax, IIENTarbCsi C pycallkaMH,
yabpI0aThCst PEeHUKCaM U TyasTh o pyKy ¢ ApakoHoMm. Koneuno! Kak 3To s cpa3y He qoragancs?

HacmenuiBas ynbiOka. Dnb(bl HE Xy)K€ KUTCYHE yYMEJIM HOCUTh MAacku. TOJIbKO ISl HUX
MacKoi ObUIO COOCTBEHHOE JIUII0, XOJIOAHOE U PABHOIYIIHOE.

— Ilo3BOIBTE OTKIIAHATHCA, MOM Apyr. KaxkeTcs, MEHS 30BYT. ..

[lonstm xuTpeIl, 4To A1 HETO ceiyac Jrydie yiuTi. He BMenmBaThCsi B CEMEHbIE pa300pKH.

— YauHoro gHA.

— Y 1a4yHOro JHs.

A BOT Temepb MOXKHO 3aHATbCS CBoeW keHou. Ilox mpemyioroMm NOPOTYIKH IO TaKOMY
VAUBUTEIBHO MPEKPACHOMY BECEHHEMY canay. M ecTecTBeHHO, BAAIM OT 4Yyxkux Ia3. Bo
n30exkKaHue. ..
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['HeB ommH W3 cambIXx CcTpammHbix TpexoB. [lom ero BIWSHUEM MOXHO COBEPIIMTH
HEToNpaBUMbIe OIMOKHU, 32 KOTOPBIE IOTOM IPHISTCS JIONTO paciiadynBarhcs. 1 Hen3BecTHO,
CMOXEIIIh JIK ThI €Ile KOTAa-HUOYIb MCHPaBUTh M OIJIATUTh coBepiieHHoe. MHorma 3TO mpocTo
HEBO3MOXHO. Tak ke Kak U BEPHYTbh MEPTBBIX.

Brnpouem, onmbku coepiaroTcs U 6e3 Hero. CyapObl JIU CIJIETaeT TaK HUTH, Be4HOCTH Jin
KapaeT TeX, KTO OTPEKCA OT HEE, BUHOBAT JIU B 3TOM YEJIOBEK WJIM KTO APYrOil... DTO COBCEM HE
BaXHO. Bce MBI ymeeM uyBcTBOBarh. Bece Mbl MokeM coBepiiarh onmoOku. Jlaxke boru. I[IpocTo Tak
ecTh. TOJbKO...

Psiiom ¢ rHeBOM Bcerma XoAsaT oTdasHbe W 007b. OHM HEpasydHbl, Tak)Ke Kak J000Bb U
PEBHOCTH. M1 OT 3TOr0 TOJILKO TOpIle, TOTOMY KaK HE CIIPABUTCS C 3THU B OAUHOYKY. A MBI CIIUILIKOM
MIPUBBIKJIM OBITH OJHU, HUKOTO HE BIYCKaTh B CBOO Jyiy. CIMIIKOM 4acTo Ha HAIMX JINIAX CTaIu
MOSIBIIATBCS HEocs:3aeMble Macku. llopor He 3amerHble... HO yke cTaBlmMe 4YacThiO JIFOACKOU
U3HU U CYIIHOCTH.

S cunTana, 4To TOJBKO KUTCYHE HOCST MAacku, HO... s onmoOanack. I MMEHHO OHU OKa3ajuch
0ojlee MM MeHee YECTHBIMHM II0 OTHOIIEHHIO KO MHe. Ecim TeOsd HeHaBHIIT — TOTOBBCA K
MOKYIICHUIO HAa CBOIO JKU3Hb, JIDOST — M ThI HE CHIILIEIIL, HUTJIC CUJIbHENIeW npenanHoctu. Hu B
KHU3HU, HU B CMEPTU. CUATAIOT IPYrOM — 3HAYUT, Y3HACIIb MX, OLIYTHIIb BKYC MOJHOTO JOBEPHUS,
KOTJa ¢ TOO0O# OOIAaroTCs, He TTOTOMY UYTO THI J0Yb KHS3S W MMECIh KaKyl-TO BJIACTh, & IMPOCTO
MIPUHUMAKOT TaKOU, KaKasl Thl €CTb.

Jla, onu aryT Bcem u kaxaomy. Ho Tonbpko He cebe. 1 He TeM, KOro CUMTal0T CBOEH CEMbEil.

A Jronu 1ake HE 3aMedaroT TeX MOMEHTOB, Korjga oomanbiBatoT. CoBceM. [loToMy kak nryr
caMuM cebe, HE TOJIbKO OKpyxarmmM. WM Benp ele Mbl Ha3blBaeM KUTCyHE uyaoBuiamu! Mer!
XOTs HAU4YEM He jay4ylie HuXx... Hu Ha iory.

S ommbanacek. bornusa! Kak ke g onmmoOanacs!

(Jlama,
MecsIl paccBeTa, 14 1eHb 30JI0ThIX JIydei).

— $1 B yeM-TO MPOBUHUIIACH TIPEJ] BAMH, YTO Bbl TAK HEJIOBOJIBHBI, MY MO ?

CnoBa omnpapabiBatbcsi. CHOBa CTOSITh NEpell dTUMHU IPOHUKAIOIMMHU B caMoe Cepale
30JI0THIMU IJ1a3aMU. BbIBOpauMBaIOmMMHU JIYIIly, CPBIBAIOIIMMU MOKPOBHI TaliH. Kak... HEMpUATHO.
CJ10BHO OBI KTO-TO 3alNISIHYIT K T€O€ B THEBHUK U MPOYEI BCE J0 MOCIEIHEN CTpaHUIIbl. Y3HA TO,
YTO HE MPEJAHA3HAYAIOCh ISl UyXKUX ma3. M 3TOT KTO-TO Temeph NEPKUT €ro B CBOUX pyKax U
JIUCTAET TIepe]] Hel. .. 3aUnUThIBasI BCIIYX OCOOEHHO yJaBIMECs, M0 €ro MHEHUIO, MOMEHTHI. Jla erre
¢ BelpaxkeHuem! HacMenunBo tak, n3neBaTenbeku!

YyscTByelb ceOsi HEHY>KHOM Belpl0, KOTOPOH MOIMOJIb30BAIUCH U BBIOPOCUIIA. A OHa BEb HE
cenana HA4ero Takoro, 4To MOTJo BeI3BaTh THEB MIMniepaTopa. Xortena... HO HE cAenaa.

[IpocTo Momiia Tomy, ubsl Aylia kpudaia oT 0osnu. Tak xe kak u ee korma-to! /[aBHo... [Toutu
1eJIyIO KW3Hb Ha3ad. Tam, rae Oblia elle kuBa KHsbkeHka Jlana. ..

— Br1? Bo3moxHoO...

A Bragpika ene caep>KuBacs, MBITAJICSA 00y3arh Oypro 4yBCTB Oyiyronmx B HeM. UTOObBI He
MPUYUHUTh HENMONmpaBUMOro Bpena. He ciomare ee HAcTOJNBKO, YTO OCTAHETCS TOJBKO MyCTas
o0oJi0ouKa, a ero xeHa ucyesHneT. [lorepsercs B camoil cede 1 He 3aX0UeT BO3BpAIATHCSL. . .

[IpupeBHoBan... Kak manpanmka! FOnen... Koropomy m cra J€T-TO HE HCHOJHUIIOCH!
Bonpoca He 3ananu!



N x xomy?! K cobcTtBenHOMY Apyry! K Tomy, ¢ keM nenuin mpobaeMbl, COMHEHUS U TOPECTH. ..
A BeIb MPEKPacHO MOHUMAJ, YTO MEXIY €ro KEHOW W BiiacTutenem ApakoHOB HUYETO HE MOIJIO
ObITh. JIpakoHBI K€ JHOOAT Bcero omuH pas. M ero npyr yxke mooui. M ckopOen mo Toi, 4To
OCTABHJIA €TO OJHOTO.

— Tak ckaxute MHe. Eciu s BUHOBara, TO xoTena Obl 3HaTh B 4eéM HUMEHHO Bbl MeHs
OoOBUHSIETE.

Hy u uto, 4TO OH KHTCYHE, a oHa — uenoBek! He yoreT Benp on ee! HaBepHoe... A BIopouem.
Bce paBHO! bynb, uTo OyaeT. X0Th CMEpPTh, XOTh )KU3Hb.

[Toromy 4TO Tak ToOXe Henb3da! XomuTh MO rpaHsM... Beuno. Bce BpeMsi comHeBarbcs.
OrngaapIBaThCS.

OH He kpuyan. Hukorna u Hu Ha Koro. M oT 3TOro yxac 3acTaBiisT KPOBb CTBIHYTh B KHJIAX,
BeJlb TakoW ObIBaeT TOIbko CmepTh. XOJoAHas, PaBHOMYIIHAS, 3a4MTHIBAIOIIAS CYXHUM TOJIOCOM
MIPUTOBOP. .. A TaK XOYETCS KUTh...

— Cka3zatp? Hy 4dro %k... Bl caMu nmonpocuinu, »eHa Mosl.

Pe3ko, 10 6osu, 10 O0arpoBBIX CHHSAKOB CKaTh Uy)XKUE PYKHU. JIETKMMU MONENYSIMHU JIOBUTH CO
IIEK COJICHBIE CJIE3bl, Ilerya OOBUHEHUS... 3BEph, UyldoBHIlEe, mpuspak. Bce ato T Umneparop,
YMEIOIMKA OPUYUHSTH JacKoByl0 00ib. CrpammHo ObITh TBOMM BparoMm. Ho eme crpammee —
JAPYroM, COPaTHUKOM, KEHOU. .. 160 ¢ HUX ThI TpeOyelh HaMHOTO OOJIbIIE, YEM C TE€X, KTO OOBSIBUI
TeOe BOIHY.

IIpenannoctu. be3orsagHou.

Bepnoctu. [lonHon.

[lomunnenus... Iloutu abCoOMOTHOTO.

[loxoproctu? Her. He ee.

— Ilouemy BbI ceroass... ynbioanuck Apyrum? Kto man BaMm npaso... GIupToOBaTh y MEHS Ha
Buy? [louemy MHE Ha 3TO... YKa3bIBaeT ibG?

O! Orta myka OblTa BO MHOTO pa3 XyKe IMBITOK, IOTOMY Kak 00JbHO ObLIO HE TeTy, HO Cep/IILy.

Mactep Bbl mpuuuHATH O0yib, Brangsika. I camoe m1aBHOE — €il OT Bac HE CKPBIThCS, HE
coexartb. be3 ubeii-1100 MOMOIIH.

— $? ®nuprosana? Bel onmbaeTecs. ..

Hukorna He ompaBibiBaiicsi mepell KUTCyHE dYeloBek! DTO TOJBKO Pa3o3IUT HX, MO0 He
MPOIAIOT OHU cJ1labocTu HU cebe, Hu ApyruMm. JXKectokue...

— Bpere, gparouennas cynpyra... Bpere.

Heyxenu oH 3a0bu1, uTo KpyKeBHUIIBI HE UMEIOT TpaBa Jjrark? UTo Haka3aHHE — CMEpPTh?!
MoskeT OBITh 9TO TIpaBaa, MOXXET — HET.

— A He ary...

['HEBHO BCIBIXHYJIO PACILIABIEHHOE 30JI0TO, OMAIUJIO OTHEM AYIIY. ..

B namstu Bcrbut [paznauk KoctpoB. A Beas Torda ero miasza osutn apyrumu. Kak comHie. ..
JletHee.

HexHbIM 1 JTacKOBBIM OBLIO MIaMsl, IUISIIYIIEe Ha THE YEPHBIX 3pauykoB. A ceiluac — Jiefl, Ybe
CepALe — OTOHb.

— Torna, nouemy?

[Touemy?

I'opnocte. Y Jlanw ee Obuto B M30bITKE. 1 OHA HE MOIVIa MPOCTUTH TOTO, YTO OBLI0. CIHIIKOM
BEJIMKO HAHECEHHOE OCKOpOJIeHUE, CIUIIKOM IITyOOKa paHa. ..

Ho He coactcsa ona. Bee. /loBenn.



CKOJIB3HYTH 110 KPOMKE MUPO3/AaHUsI, BHIPHIBASICh U3 XUIIHOTO 3aXBaTa.

He Tonpko y TeOs ecTh TanaHThl W Japbl, Biaapika. Y Hee TOXke... KO€-4TO MPHUIACEHO B
pYKaBe.

— IMoTomy *e, moueMy BbI ITO3BOJIUIIU ce0Oe YIbIOAThCA U OKa3bIBaTh 3HAKW BHUMAHUS B MOEM
MIPUCYTCTBUU JIPYTOM.

HukTo u3 HUX HE XOTed UATU Ha ycTynku. He mo3Bosisim 3aBETHl MPEIKOB, BOCIHUTAHUE,
KpOBb HakoHel! Xapakrep...

— Bac He kacaetcs To, Ha KOTO sI 0Opaiar0 BHUMaHue, rocrnoxa. Mim Bbl 3a0bUTH... Balle
MECTO?

Ax, mecto! Bor kak oH mymaer! BoT kem oH ee cuutaer! Bemmpro! Mrpymkoi! Kpacuoii
JIOPOTOM, IIEHHOM, HO... OECKOHEYHO MOKOPHOMW, HE CMEIOIMI CJI0Ba cKa3aTh. Beab OHM HE MOTYT
ropoputh. Kyga moctaBui — TaM U CTOAT. 3a KaKyr0 HUTOUKY AEpHYI, TO U caenana!l Ty pyky
nonusia! Tyna, kyaa ykazan crynuial

— Bor 3nHauut kak! S s Bac Bemb... besnukas. Jlumpe HeOoNbIIOE JOMOJTHEHHUE K
3aKJIFOYEHHOMY MUpY? OTBeuaiiTe xe!

Momnuut. Heyxenu oH u npaBaa Tak aymaet? bonbsHo... Kak e 60ybHO!

— Urpynika... Beup...

Co 3BOoHOM pazbunach O cTeHy Oombinas (papdopoBas Baza ¢ IBETaMH. XPYIKHUE, HEKHBIE
JIETIECTKH KOBPOM YCTJIAJNIU TOJI, OCTABIIKCH JIEKATh MEXK/Y OCJIBIX OCKOJIKOB.

XpycTaabHbIM JOXJEM OCBITAINCh CTEKISHHbIE TOACBEYHUKH. M HMX OCKOIKH CHSIU
THICSTYAMH PaAYT B 30JI0THIX COTHEUHBIX JTydaX... KpacuBo. Moriio Obl OBbITh, B IPYyroil CUTYaIlUH.

UepHo-0OenpiMu  3BE3JJaMM  3aCUsUIM  KaMHU JiJIi  robaHa. VYxXe HECKOJbKO MUHYT
HeCyIIEeCTBYIOMIETr0. OT HETO OCTAIUCh JIMIIIL IICNKUA. A Be/Ib OHA TOJILKO Haydalia JJIOOUTh 3Ty Urpy!

Jlama u He 3ameTuia Kak nmope3anacsk... [1o pyke nmorekna TOHKas CTpyiKa KPOBH.

Toi1, uTo He maBana 3a0BITh O TOM, KTO ThL. O TOM, YTO TaKO€ TOPJIOCTh U YeCTh pona. Ilycth
THI ¥ YeJIOBeK. Bcero-HaBcero oObIKHOBEHHBIN UenoBeK. YacTh nHTepbepa. Urpymka. Bemp.

— Y CIOKOWIUCH?

Kak oH moxeT ObIThb Tak crnokoeH? CioBHO Obl MU HE €ro KOMHATy cedyac pasHOCHIH
BapeOesru! bunu u kpyumuiu Bce. Uto moa pyky morajaercs!

XOTs1 MOXKET U BIPSAMb — BCE PAaBHO.

Uepes mapy MUHYT 3/1eCh HUYETO HE OyleT HalmOMUHATh O CIyduBIHIAMCA. OCKOJIKU YOEepyT,
MOCTABAT HOBBIE Ba3bl U IIBETHI, MPUHECYT HOBYIO MeOelb B3aMeH HucropyeHHou... Kak
HECITPABEJINBO!

— Hy?

U BciibixHyna B cepie oouaa. Spkas, ®rydasi, 3acTUaolas riasa. ..

— Jlyuiie O6b1 BbI He criacainu MeHs Tordal Jlydiie Obl... dydire Obl. . .

Ona He 3HaJa, 4yTO €l roBopuTh. CJIOBAa KOMOM 3aCTPEBAJIM B TOpJi€, MEIIAIU AbIIATh...
Cepauie OetieHO OMIJIOCH B TPY/IH, a B IIa3axX CTOsIa MyTHas MeJieHa.

— 4l Bac HeHaBUKY...

A Bnagpixka cmotpen u momuai. U toneko boru 3nanu, yero emy 3To cromno! He copBatecs. ..

— HenaBuapte. Tonpko B Mou feia He BMEIIMBaNTEeCh, JKEHA.

Yyxoit oH Obul ceifuyac. A Ka3zajicsi HEJaBHO TaKUM POIHBIM, TOOpHIM, MOHUMarOImMM. Bce
MAacCKH, BCE JIOXKb.

— BBbI1, rocnoxa, 10KHB TOMHUTH CBOU OOSI3aHHOCTH... M TO, K YEMY Bac MOXKET MPUBECTHU
Ballla YMOIIMOHAJILHOCTh U HECAEP>KaHHOCTh. He B rocTsax vaii!



BckunyTh roioBy. Pa3MaxHyThCs U1 OCTaBUTh KPACHBIN Clie/ Ha JIMIE Oe3ynpeyHoi JIenKu. 3a
3TO 31ech Ka3HAT. Ho Tonbko He ee. Ele He BbIILIO BpeMmsi.

— Bb1 uynosuie! 3epsb!

BripBarbest orcioma! Tyma, Ha Bomto, k conHity! Ilomanbiie oT Hero, 4TroObl HE BUAETH, HE
YyBCTBOBATH, HE CJIBIIIATG. ..

ToNbKO BBIMYCTUT JINA?

Bemyctun. Jlaxe He omisiHyncs eil Beaed. Kak Oyaro, tak u Hago! Kak Oynro, HU4Yero u He
ObLI1O!

IIycte! E¥t Bce paBHO!

Tonbko Mo mEKaM OETYT HECYIIECTBYIOLIME YK€ CJIe3bl, 00KUras OOHaAXKEHHYIO HbIHE TYIIY...
[Tnakate 6e3 cnes. XKecTtoko TBoe HakazaHue, boruns! Tonapko cienars ye HUYETO HElb34.

A Haj cronuiled pa3Bep3sio CBOM MIyOMHBI He0o. JlazypHoe, BbicOkoe, uucToe... Eciau u
CYyXIeHO OyJIEeT yMepeTh, TO TOJIBKO MO TaKUM KYMOJOM... TOJIbKO HE ciayduTcs 3To. J[o oceHum.
[loka HE UCTEYET CPOK, OTOBOPEHHBIN B JOTOBODE. . .

— Hy BoT, OHUM onATH moccopuiauch! A Bce n3-3a KOro?

Kacymu-1oHo OblT HEIOBOJIEH cBoel IieMsHHUIeH. M 3To eme Msrko ckazano! A Belb OH
BeJIeN €il OBITh OCTOPOKHOM, BHUMATENBHOM, XuTpoii! HacTosiei kutcyHe!

Ho... Huyero He BbIIUIO. MaseHpKas JIMCHUYKA CIMIIKOM CHJIBHO NPUBS3alach K CBOEH
Ha3BaHHOU cecTpe... OHa cHsia nepen Hel macky. Kak u Mu3y. Kak n Tamanm. Kak u Xuxapy.
Ho yx ¢ Hum-To Bce nmoHsATHO! Pebenok! Uto ¢ Hero B3STH!

IIpocro... Tenepp OHM HMPOCTO HE MOIIM €€ Ipenarb. He MO OTBEpHYTHCSA U CIIOKOMHO
Ha0II0JaTh CO CTOPOHBI.

BepHocTb, KOTOpast HE 3HAET IPaHuL... JIFOOIM CUUTAIOT, YTO ITO ONPEACICHUE HE MOAXOAUT
MHOTroxBOCTbIM. Tonpko oHM onmbatorcs. [logxogut. IloToMy 4TO MCKpEeHHE IpelaHHBIM YMEET
OBITH TOJIBKO 3BEPb.

— He u3-3a menst — touno! U He uz-3a Bnacturens aqpakoHoB. JIaga HA000pOT OMOTJIa eMy.

He yctynute u He cnarbes. Jla, Moxker, Kopu u mocrymnana onpoMeT4nBO, HE MBITAIACH YTO-
TO CIENaTh BO CJIaBy CBOETO poJa, HO... OHA He Moriia nHavye. He o otHomenuto k Jlane. K cectpe,
TaKOMY POIHOMY U ciiabomy cyiecTBy. KoTopoe mpuBbIkia yxe 0epedb U OXpaHAThb. 3a00TUTHCS O
Heu. Jlaga Beap Takas riynas. . ..

— A k10?! Ckaxu MHE HA MUJIOCTh — KTO?!

C rpOMKMM CTYKOM OITYCTHJIACH HAa CTOJI Yallka C 3€JECHBIM 4aeM, YyTh CHJIBHEE BCIIBIXHYI
OTOHb, 3aKJIYOHJICS MO MOy TyMaH. ..

3nutcsa niaBa pona Tymansumx Pasym. 3nutcs, rHeBaercs... Beap ero miaHel pymarcs Kak
KapTOYHBIM IOMUK, PACCEMBAIOTCA Kak 3Ta Oelas 3aBeca, JaBlliasi UMs €T0 CEMbE.

ToJIBKO 3TUM TOPIO HE TTOMOKEIIIb, HE YCIIOKOUIIb pacillaTaHHbIE HEPBHI!

— 1o 4beit BUHE TBOA moApyra He ctaHeT mnepatpunen?!

Meutan 00 3TOM MyApblil KUTCYHE, Haaesuics! [ poda »enan MpoIBETaHUS U YBAKEHUs!
Benb ckopo Hano Oyzet yitu... OH U Tak 3ajaepxaics Ha 3Tod 3emuie. boruns 3o0Bet. Tonbko emie
cTonbko Haao caenath! M He momydaercs! CiaoBHo Ob1 Cynp0a Ormoaduaach Ha HUX.

— Biangrpika.

Kopu u BrpaBay tak cuurana. Ilycts Jlaga u He 3Haia moka eme BCeX 3aKOHOB, TPAAULIUM,
3HAKOB €€ Hapoma, Ho HMwmmneparop-to 3Han! 3Hai, 4YTO JIOAWM HMMITYJIbCHBHBI, IOABEPKEHBI
SMOLIUSAM, HE MPHUBBIKIU JEIUTHCA... A TYT YCTpOUTh Takoe! ECTECTBEHHO, YTO €€ TOCIOXkKa



npupeBHoBaia! Toabko HE TOHSII OH €€ MOTHBOB, HE YBHUIET OOJIN BO B3TJISAJIC. ..

— Jla ThI MOHUMaEIIb, YTO ThI TOJBKO 4TO cKa3zajna-To? Koro oOBumHMIA?

Kopu oxkmnyna B3msgoM can. Ilycrtor m tuxuil. ['octu yxe pa3bexalvcCh, yIUIM 110 CBOUM
J0poram, pacTasiyid B CHHEM HeOe.

Tonpko menu nTULBI A2 UMKanel... KpacuBo u rpyctHo. Cakypa yKe OTLBETana, a 3eMJIs
noxojuia Ha OJeTHO-po30BhIi kKoBep. BecHa mouru yiwia. Hactynano sxapkoe JeTo.

— Koneuno. OH ke 3Haji, K 4eMy 3TO NpuBeAeT.... M1 He ynocyxuiics el oOBsICHUTH CBOU
MOTHBBL.

Jlucnuka Bce moHnMana... Ho NpocTuTh He Moria. He ero. He cBoero Biaapiky.

Nwmneparop 3actraBun Jlamy crtpagars. [lpuuumaun et Hectepnumyro 007b... Takoe oHa
IPOCTUTH HE MOTJIA.

— Ilo ero BuHe rocmoxa ceifyac miader. [lo ero BuHE y Hac pa3phIBalOTCA OT OECCHUIIUS
cepana. Eciou 0wl oH eif pacckazai... Cuenaln Obl XOTh OJIMH IIIAaT Ha BCTpeuy!

Crapplii JIMC BBIHYXKJIEHHO MPU3HAJ MPaBOTy cBoel miuemsiHHUIbL. Cam BuHOBar. He coOeper,
HE 3alUTUJ, He pacckazan. Hekoro BUHUTH 37ech. KpoMe cebst camoro.

Tonpko He ycrynut Mmneparop. He cmactca nepebM. [lpuBbeik oH moBeneBarb. K Tomy, 4to
€ro CIIOBO — 3aKOH. 3a0bUI, YTO €ro Ke€Ha HE TEPIUT IENel W YCIOBHOCTEH, He MOXKET KUTh B
30JI0TOM KJIETKE. ..

— YT0 nenaTe-TO TENephb, a, niaeMsnka’?

OmyCTONIEHHOCTh U TPYCTh BMECTE MPUIILITA B €TI0 JOM, U TUXOHBKO YCEJIMCh HA BEPAHAE. .. HE
naBasi TIOKOs, TpeBOXKa ayIly. J[Be MOmpyru 3aBesi CBOM HECIEIIHBIM pa3roBop, HE COOMpasCh
YXOJIUTh OTCIOJIA €1le OYEHB J0JIro. Tak rosenena BeyHocTs.

— XKnate. TonbKo XJ1aTh... MOXKET U 00pa3yeTcs elie uTo.

Muzy ¢ Tamamm Moida cTpajaiu, BCIYIIMBAsCh B MPUIIYIICHHBIE CTEHAMU, OECCIE3HbBIE
peinanus Jlanel. Y moaseiBanus Xukapy, KOTOPBIM cerdyac CUAEI PAAOM U TIIOTAJ COJIEHBIE CIIE3bI.

3710 OBUIO MYUUTENBHO OOJIBHO... HE UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTH CJIeJaTh YTO-TTH00.

— Hy, npekpatu TbI X0Tb 11akath! 1 6e3 Te0s1 — TommHO!

Crpaxx HUKOTAA paHbIlle TaK HE CpbiBajcia. He Ha MaJIeHBKOTO JMCEHKAa, KOTOpPbIA Tak
ITOXOJMJI HA €r0 CaMyI0 MJIA/IIIYIO CECTPEHKY. ..

— He... He Mory-y! MHe 00... oOuaHo... 3a-3a Jlagy-y-y!! U-u-u!

Pebenok. Cynmii. [loToMy 4TO TOJBKO OHM YMEIOT IUIaKaTh MPOCTO Tak... [loromy 4ToO
oOuJienu He UX, a apyra.

— IlycTh mmaver, Musy... EMy — MOXHO U HYXHO.

IIpaBa, [{enutenpHuIla, HO YTO OH MOT IOJI€JIaTh?

— Kak nqymaents, 310 Hajonaro?

B cunem HeOe Tasnu Jerkue mepuctbie ob0jlaka, W 3aBEpIajgo CBOW IMYTh YCTAaBIIEE COJIHILE
V)K€ CTaBIlie€ SPKO OpaHXKEBbIM BMecTo Oesoro. Ha Hero yxe MOXHO ObUIO CMOTpPETh, HO
Henouro... [lapy MrHoBeHuN.

— Yro umenno, cuenstonias?

C myxdM CTYKOM YOapsuluch ApPYyr O Jpyra smMOBble OYCHHKM YETOK, YCIIOKaWBallH,
MPUBOAMIIM B MOPSIAOK MBICIHA. XOTh UyTh-4yTh, BEJb ATO ceilyac Tak BaxkHO! MIMeTh CBETIIyIO
TOJIOBY. ..

— Bce. Ckananel, KO3HU, HEMUJIOCTh Braapiku. . .

Ha pykax My»X4uHBI 3aBepTeicsa U 3aBOJHOBAJICS Al OH TOXE NEepeKUBAI U MPUCTYIIMBAJICS



K roJIOCaM JIMC, NBITAsACh MOHATH NMPUYUHY TOrO, IMOYEMY €r0o XO35lMKa cervac ogHa. M en Tak
00JIBHO.

— Pa3Be MBI MOXeM KuTh 0e3 oOMaHa, 6e3 crutereH? Her. DTo Hamia cynmocts. A Jlana...
Ona xena Mmneparopa. A 3TO moapasyMeBaeT COTHU BparoB. He cTaB xke€HOW — HE CTaHENIk
NmnepaTtpuiiet. A ckaHaabl, OOUIBL. . .

Crpaxx Orop4eHHO MOKa4yaja rojgoBod. CIUIIKOM XOpOIIO OH 3Haj CBOKO TOCIIOXKY, CIMIIKOM
XOpOIIo TOHUMaa MOTHUBKI iIMniepartopa.

— Haponro. Eciay HUKTO U3 HUX HE IPOTJIOTUT CBOKO TOPAOCTb.

emurenpHauia 6e3HanexHo B3moxHyIa. He Oymer aTtoro. He B aTom ciaydae. He Mmexay aTumu
aByMsi. TOJBKO U YMEIOT, YTO MPUUYUHSTH IPYT Apyry 00ib... Urpars Ha myOnuky. CKpbIBaThCs 3a
MackaMHu. A UCTUHBI HE BUIAT. XOTS U JTOJKHBI.

— TbI tipas.

3anumanu majaeHbkue jgebdeau. OHU TOXE BOJHOBAIUCH, OOSUTMCh M COBEPIICHHO HUYETO HE
nonumanu. Kazanocs BOT oHO! J)KM3HBb Hanaguiack, BCE CTaJl0 XOPOIO, HO BAPYT BCE N3MEHUIIOCH.
W yuuta orcrona pagocTs. ..

A Hmneparop B CBOMX MOKOSX Ka3HUI ce0sl Ha Bce Jajibl. Eciii Obl OH TOJIBKO CAEpKajcs, HE
Opocun 3TH TiIymble OOBUHEHHUS B JHUIO >KeHbI! Bemp moHMMan, YTO HET 34€Ch MOYBBI A
nono3penuit! Uto ¢ opkamu Jlaga Bceraa npyxuia, e ¢ TeX BpeMeH, Korja obuta pedenkoM! OHu
4acTO OCTAHABJIMBAIUCH y CTEH TOCTEIPUUMHOTO JIoMa ee oTia. KoHeyHo ke, OHa JAOJKHBI Oblia
MMETh CPEIM KOUEBOro Hapoja npy3ei! 1o xe tak npocto! [lonarHo... Jpy3ss...

Kak u cpenu pycanok... He napom ux Kopoiiea nepen cBaap00il ymosisisia ero 6epedb CBOIO
xeny, 3aumimath! [foromy uto 3Hana Jlagy! OTHOCUIACh K HEW KaK K Jo4yepu!

A npakoHsl... Bugen mrynen, BHAEN, 4TO ITOMOIJIA OHA €TO APYTY, BbUIEYMJIA CTpaJarouice
cepaue, BepHyna *ku3Hb. 1 Tak — copsascs!

Ho nenb3s 6bu10 nHaue! Henwss! 3aeck caumkom xotst ee youts! U rocnoka dyro... Bmecte
¢ Koponem »snbdoB... TO Beb OHM OpPraHU30Bajd TO MOKYILEHHE, HECKOJIbKO MECAIeB Hazal,
Korja oH noceman xpam boruau. A CoBeTHHKN — noMmoriu. Pacuuctuim nopory...

A Jlaga ve nounMaet! Huueromeurku!

A Benb OoH OouTcs 3a Hee. CrapaeTcs 3alMTUTh, KaK MOXeET!

31ech JK€H He YOUBAJIM MYXKbs, MOTOMY 4YTO T€ BCerga ObUIM BEPHBI UM. 3a PEAKUM
MCKJIFOYEHHEM, KOHEUHO. 3/1eCh IICJIM UHTPUTU cOonepHUIlbl. I NMEHHO Ha UX pyKax Oblia KPOBb.
Anas-anas...

— I'mynas... FOnad... JloBepuuBas... Korna »e Tbl moiMelllb, YTO BpParoB JIydllle UMETh K
cebe KaKk MOXHO OJIMKe, Ha pacCTOSIHUM Meda. UTo BepuTh 37€Ch MOXKHO JIMIL cedbe? UTo HeT Yy
TeOs 3alUThl HUKAKOU, KpOME MOEHA. ..

CnaBa boruHe, 4To y €ro >KeHbl 371€Ch €CTh ApPY3bs, KOTOpble He npenaayT! Ho... 3a0bBaTh 00
OCTOPOKHOCTH TOX€ He cTouT. He celuac.

[ToToMy 4TO HE BCErJa CMOTYT OHHU €€ 3alUTUTh... [IoToMy 4TO caMu ele — JIeTH.

— HawuBnas. Kakas e Tb1 HauBHas!

Heyxenu eil HUKTO HE pacckaszai, 4yTo Biaabiku Bcerga ObuUM BEpHBI CBOMM keHam? U uTo
yOuBaliy TOJBKO 32 U3MEHBI? OCTalbHOE — MPOITATIOCH.

YTto myis HUX CYIIECTBOBAIM JHIIb OHU — E€IWHCTBEHHBIE, IParoleHHbIE, JTIOOUMBIE,
xenanubie? Kotopeix 6eperu myine a3 cBoux! Panu koTopeix yousanu u ymupanu? He moromy
YTO JIFOOUIIU, HO I0BEPSUIH. . .



A yrpom Jlana ucuesna. Kak He Ob110 €e. A BMecTe ¢ Hell nponanu Mu3sy u3 JlazypHoro poje
u Kopwu u3 poaa Tymansnmx pazym. OHU YIIUIM BCJI€ 32 CBOEH TOCIIOKOM, TOTOMY YTO OCTAaThCS —
3HAYUJIO TpeaaTh. A JUIsl HUX 3TO ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. OHU Bellb CHSIJIU MAaCKH.

Octanucek Tonpko Tamanm ¢ Xwukapy... [lepByto — nepikana cembs, a BTOPOr0 OTpaHUYHBAJ
BO3pACT...
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Sl ycranma. boru, kak ke s ycrana! Ot Bcero — Mmmeparopa, KUTCyHE, JBOpPIIA, POCKOIIH,
TpaJAuLi, YCIOBHOCTEM, 3aKOHOB... [lonra. M TOro mpokiaaToro I0oroBopa, KOTOPBIM pa3pyLIHI
MOFO )KU3Hb U MEUTHI.

Crarp xeHol Biaasiku MHOTOXBOCTHIX JiC. [IpaBuTh Benukoit PamyxHoi Mmnepueit, eciu
MIOBE3€T, €CIU 3aCHyXy Takyro uecTb. [lepeno MHOW OymyT IMPEeKJIOHATHCS, yBaXaTh, MOYUTATh. ..
Maue nranu. B rnasa, B iuno. MeHs nmpoaainu, Kak peakoro 3Bepbka. UToObl mo3adaBuThcs!

A Ha camoM Jieie MHe HyxHa Obuia npapna! [lycts ropbkas, Oone3HeHHas, yOUBaromas JIyIry
U Cepile, HoO — mpaBaa. ToJIbKO HE CKa3aJiu MHe Huuero. CaMou NMPUIUIOCH BCE y3HaBarh. M3
CTaphIX cka3ok u jerena! Ilo kpynmuHkaM Bocco3iaBaTh 00pa3 KUTCYHE.

Moxker, korga s eme exaia CroAa, y MEHs TEIUIWIach B Tpyau Hajaexna. Ha cuacrtee, Ha
CEMblO, Ha yBakx€HHE U JoBepue. JI0OBU He mpocusia U He XoTena. Tak yTo, 4ero yOuBaThcs
ceryac, Korja He IOCTOMHOM OKa3anach.

S Benp meutana He 00 3ToM. He o BiacTu, cuiie aa moyuTaHuu. Sl BCEro Jullb XOTeaa ObITh
cuactiuBoi. ImeTs ceMbro. BepHoro 3anmtHuka-myxa. Kak Bce ntoma. Ho He cyan0a. ..

Yerana... Ot aToi mku Aa ganpum! OT 3TUX NOKYIIEHUM, SIZIOB U HACMEIIUIUBOTO IIENOTa 3a
ciuHou. CinomManace. S ke He xene3Has!

[IpocTo 5 yctana...IIpocTo s y’e HEe MOTy CMOTPETh B IJia3a TE€M, KTO MBITAETCS MEHS YOUTh.
Y KaxXJ0ro cCyiecrtBa €CTb CBOM mpenena. Mol — Hactynuia. BOT Tak HEOXUIAHHO, IIYIO U
npocto. [lockanganuina, copBaiacs H... coexanal

Ha, s tpycuxa! /la, y MeHa HenoMmepHas ropaocts! Jla, 1 mynas u HauHas! Ho... s He Mory
OobIe!

He mory 6onbuie...Bpars He ckazaB HU ciioBa JKU. KpyKeBHUIIaM e 3alpeleHo Jrarb. A s
HAy4HWJIACh 3TO JIENIATh TaK, YTO U YCOMHUTHCS HEb3s B MOEH nmpaBauBOCTH. [Jaxe boram. [loTomy
4TO sl HE BpYy. YMaJIuMBal0, HEJOTOBAPUBAIO, BBOXKY B 3a0IyX/JeHHE... Bce yTO yromHo, TOJNBKO HE
CIAIKWMU ST JDKH.

N g npenmnouna yitu. YToObI O0JbIlie HE HOCUTH OHY U3 CBOMX Macok. S cHoBa ctana Jlamoi.
Ortkazanacek or Kon. Ho nponuioe MeHs HE OTIYCTUT. S CIMIIKOM XOPOILIO 3TO MOHUMAar. MeHs
MOMMalOT, BEPHYT U, HaBEpHsKa, Ka3HAT. TOJIbKO MHE yXe Bce paBHO. [loTomy uToO s yOeraro oT
caMoi ceO.

(JIana,
MecHIl paccBeTa, 17 JeHb 30JI0ThIX Jy4Yei ).

OumOKM, HEJOMOJIBKA U CKPBITHOCTh MOPOW MPUBOAAT K YIUBUTEIBHBIM M HE >KEJIaeMbIM
pe3ynbratam. CTpalHbIM.
DTO 3HAJIM BCE KUTCYHE C CAMOTr0 POXKACHHUS. ITO UM BIAJIOIMBAIN YYUTEISI HA MPOTSHKEHUN



BCET0 CeMUJIECATUIICTHETO 00yueHus. Brijots 10 cTonerHero obusnes. [lepBoro B ux >KU3HMU.

Ho eme Oonbllie UX y4uJid TPOCUUTHIBATH TMOCJEACTBUS COBEPIICHHBIX UMHU JIeUcTBUU. J[o
MeJIRIalImx noapooHocTeit. 160 Henp3s ararh, €CIM He 3Haelllb peakiuio Bpara. Ero ciemyronmii
mar. [Toromy 4To MHaYe Thl HE CMOXKEIIb MTOACTPOUTCS I1OA U3MEHUBIIYIOCS CUTYALUIO U IUIAHBL
TBou *e. A eciii B 3TOUM UTpe OKaXKETCs eIlle HECKOJIBKO CTOPOH, TO TYT BOOOIIE HAJI0 OBITH BIBOE,
BTPO€ OCTOPOKHBIM! [I0TOMY UTO M3 OXOTHHKA OYEHB JIETKO CTaTh KEPTBOU.

YMmenue mnoOexiarh, OOMaHbIBaTh, BBIXOAUTH CYXUM M3 BOJbI 3/J€Ch CUHMTAJIOCh BBICIIMM
MactepcTBoM. I1o mipasy.

Tonbko HE Bcerna Ciydanaoch Tak, Kak MIaHUPOBAJIOCh WK MPOCYUTHIBAIOCh. HOTIA cyap0a
BHOCHJIa CBOM KOPPEKTHUBBL. M Torma pe3ynsrar HEeBO3MOXKHO ObUTO mpeayragarb. OCoOeHHO, eCiu
BMenmMBaiIuch u apyrue boru. KoTopeix Besn coOcTBeHHBIN HHTEpEC. Mn, ObITh MOXKET, CKYKA.

Ho nns Brnaneiku Exas 310 06110 He BaxkHO. He 70 a3Toro. ¥ Hero nmponana xeHa. Mcuesina, He
OCTaBUB ciie0B. U HaliTh ee HE MOTJIH. Jlaxke ¢ MOMOIIBIO Marum.

— Huuero?

— Huuero, Beime BennuecTtso.

N Takol OTBET OCTaBajCd HEU3MEHHBIM YX€ Ha NMPOTHKEHHUM MouTu CyToK. Huuero. axe
HaMeEKa.

Kak-0ynro kTo-T0 HaOpocHJI MOKPBIBAJIO, CKphIBatoliee Jlagy oT ero B3opa. Kro-to Boami ux,
3amyThiBAJl U CKpbIBAJI. 3ameTran cieiapl. M ykaspBan coBceM apyryto gopory. MHorma paxke
KpYroByro. XOIWIllb MO HEW, XOIWIlhb W 3aMedaellh, 4YTO NEeH3aXK-TO OKpYXarlmi Tels
MTOBTOPSIETCH. ..

Ho xt0? KT0 MoOr 001a71aTh BJIaCTBIO 1OCTATOYHOM, YTOOBI MPOTUBOCTOATH KUTCYHE?

[Toromy uro boru 3aeck Obutn He Tipu ueMm. He B 3ToT pa3. Oto MMneparop 3Han HaBepHsKa
Kak u 1o, 4TO Cpesiu MEPTBBIX €T0 KEHbI HE ObUT0. TOJIBKO HE TAPUIIO ITO CIIOKOMCTBUS EMY. ..

Bepubie Tenn Momuar. iM Hedero ckasarb CBOEMY rocnoguHy. VX Mmoucku Toxe OKa3ajluch
HanpacHbIMU. XOTsI OHM ObUIM JydnmMH. .. [lociie Umneparopa.

Ho kyga Mommu mponacth 4eJI0BEK U ABO€ KUTCYHE? Eciy TONBKO... UM KTO-TO HE momor. U3
Mauoro Hapoaa. Torna 3To MHOTO€ Obl 0OBSCHHIIIO, B YACTHOCTH — MOYEMY HET CJIEJIOB.

Ho nns Hero ato He Oynet npoOieMoii. Eciin Bce Tak, Kak KaKeTcsl.

OTkyzma ke €ro »eHe 3Harh, 4TO boru cBA3aii MX TOHKOW KpacHOW HUTHIO? KoTopyro He
MOPBATh AaXe MOCJIE CMEPTH... UTO MO HEW OH MOXKET JIETKO €€ HAWTH, HAJIO TOJIBKO MPUIIOKUTH K
sToMy cui... CoBceM HeMHOro. POBHO CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO OBl XBarwji0O Ha OJHO MTHOBEHHE
BEYHOCTH.

A Jlapa Gnaromapuiia CBOIO CTapyro YUUTENbHUIY — 3HaXapky Mapdy. 3a To, 4TO pacckasaia
€l 0 HEKOTOpPBIX CBOMX TallHaxX. HeT, He 3aKkiMHaHUAX, a TMPOCTO 3aIOBEAHBIX CJIOBax. TakwuXx,
KaKMMHU NO0JIb3YI0TCs opku. Y1 Manbiii Hapon. Ee 3HakoMbIe Jielme U BOASHBIE.

W 3emis ckpbuia €€ cienpl, Jec MPEBpalaliCs B HEMPOXOAMMYIO Hallly 3a CIIMHOM, a Jopora
cama JIO)KHUJIACh €1 oA HOru. Hazio TOJIbKO yMETh IPOCUTS. .. IPABUIIBHO.

He TtpeOysa. Huuero. Tonbko mpocs. Kak paBHoro.

— 41 10 cux nop He MOHUMAr0, KaK 3TO y Bac nmoiaydyaercs!

Manenskas Kopu, nias Te€0s CIUIIKOM TSXKEJIO MpPU3HATh, YTO MHOTOXBOCTHIE HE BO BCEM
ayqume. YTo ecTh YTO-TO B 3TOM MHUpPE, YEro OHM HE 3HAKOT U HE yMEIT. Mnu mpocTo He XOTAT.
IToToMy 4TO CUMTArOT 3HAHUS JIFOJAEH HE TOCTOWHBIMUA UX BHUMAHUSI.

— MHe BOT TOX€ MHTEpPECHO, rocroxka. Kak 3T1o Hac 10 cux nop He Hauum? HaBepHska xke



UILET €CJIM HE BCA CTPaHa, TO CTOJUIA-TO TOYHO!

Beceno Tpem@ar mosneHbs KOCTpa, PACCHINTAIOIIETO BOKPYr CeOsl SPKO-OPAaHKEBBIE HCKPBI
[lonmmMuruBatroTr ¢ OapxarHoro Heba dacThie 3Be3lbl. [MMH MHpPY MOIT OHU. [MMH HOUH,
MTOKPOBUTENBHUIIE BceX HE crsaumX. Houb cpeiBaeT Bce Macku. Ho mHOrga v mpsideT MCTUHHYIO
CYIIHOCTh. Bce 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, UeM JIJis T€OsI SIBISETCS 3Ta yAUBUTEIbHAS TEMHOTA.

— 1 mpocTo nonpocusa 0JHOro U3 CBOUX APY3€i.

JlykaBas ynbpiOKka Ha CEKyHJy MEJIbKHYNIA U noracia. HacTonbko ObICTPO, YTO U HE 3aMETUTh.
Ho cupasnme BOKpyr KOcTpa HOYYBCTBOBAJIA €€. ITO XOPOIIIO, X T'OCIIOXkKa OOJIbIIE HE TPYCTHUT.

— Ilo3nakomuTe?

HNuTepec. Bo3MOXHOCTB y3HaTh YTO-TO HOBOE, HE U3BECTHOE paHEE UM, JUcaM. 3arVIIHYTh 3a
3aHaBeC TailH, yKpbBaBUIMX Jlagy TspKelnbIM MHOKpbIBaIoM. UyTh Jydlle MOHSATH 3TUX DIYNBIX,
HaWBHBIX U TAKUX CTPAHHBIX JIt0Aei. KOTOphIe, OKa3bIBA€TCSA, YMEIOT UTO-TO HEU3BECTHOE KUTCYHE!

— Moxet ObITh... Ecau oH commacures... Jsmiomka Jlenmii, He MOYTHUTE JU Bbl HAC CBOUM
npucyrcrBueM? 5 oueHsb Bac mpoury 00 3Tom!

Bonpoc aapecoBaHHBIN COAIEMY HOYHOMY JIeCy. TEMHOMY U CTPAIIHOMY JIJISI BParoB, )KUBOMY
Y IPEKPACHOMY U1 rocTel. Kynaromemycsi B OTHEHHO-30JI0TOM CBETE KOCTpa.

— Ilouemy ObI 1 HET?

OH OBUT MTOX0X Ha CTapbli, MOKPBITHI MXOM TIeHEK. Takoil e CKpIOYEHHBIN, KOPUIHEBBIN U
MoxHatelii. Ero 60poga HamoMmuHana cyxue BETOUYKH, a I1a3a — OOJOTHBIE OTOHBKH, HACTOJBKO
SPKO OHM CHUsIIIM, TOJIOBY BeHYasa KpacHasi B OeJIblii rOpoIeK HUsinka oT Mmyxomopa. KopsiBbie pyku
CKUMAJIN KJICHOBBIN IMOCOX.

— I'pex He MO3HAKOMUTHCS C TAKUMHU TOCTSIMMU !

Kurcyne He 3Hanu, 4To U cka3zarb. MHOroro oxujaiu, HO He Takoro. Mx rocmoxka Bomuiia
npyx0y c Jlenmm! Komy pacckazats — He noBepsT. Pa3se uto mnepatop. ..

— Kakue-1o onu y Te0s MosuanuBble, KHsKEHKA. ..

— IIpocTo cunpHO ynuBuiIrch. OHU K€ paHbIle HE BCTpedanuch ¢ ToOoi. He To, 4TO MBI C
Amewm! IlpaBna Benp?

['opHocTail pagoctHO 3ackynwi. OH 1aBHO 3HaJN craporo Jlemero, XpaHuTelns Jieca, YTO PocC
HEJIaJIeKO OT 3aMKa, I7ie OHM KXW, CuacTiinBoe TO ObUIO BpeMs. Ero Xo3siiika MeHbIle TPyCTHIIa U
mi1akana rorga. He to, uro ceiigac!

— A... K10 emie y Bac B Ipy3paX XOAUT?

Jlenmii paccmesuics. CIIOBHO TPOM MO JieCy pa3zHeccs!

— Ha kxto ke n3 Mamoro Hapona ee He 3HaeT?! MHOTMM OHa W3 HAIMX JAPYr BEPHBIA... V]
OeperuHsIM C BOASHBIMH, U OpaThIM MOWM JICIIMM, W JOMOBBIM pa3iudyHbiM. Kak mgymaere,
Kusokenka w3 nBopua yutu cymena? Bam ke JloMOBOM TMOMOT, IMa3a CTPaXk€ OTBEJ, CJIEbl
3amyTaj. A B Jecy yxe s oAcoOuI.

Crapplil XpaHUTEIb Jieca BBIIAEN OueHb J0BOJbHBIM. Kak sxe! Cymen oOMaHyTh caMux

kuTcyHe! Henpes3oiiieHHbIX MacTepoB cBoero jnaena! M 3To Ao0Ka3pBAIO JUIIL OAHO — HE
HEJIOOIEHMBal CBOMX MPOTUBHUKOB. THaue MOXKeIlb CUIIBHO 00XKEUbCs.
— BpI1...?

He Bepst. Bce eme He Bepsar. Uto k, 3To ux mpaBo. Eciam xouems 3a0myxkaarbest —
3a0myxaaricsa. Ho moToM He ToBOpH, UTO TEOS HE MPeIympeskaalH. . .

— A 10! Cronbko cun notparuiu! Ckoiapko 3akisTuii-zaroBopoB nepesenu! Ho pabota
cIenaHa Xopolo — Aaxe TeHn He CIpaBUIUCH!

INopauiics Jlenmit. EcTh 3a uro. Ho He TOBOPH 011, TOKa HE MEPEIPHITHEID.



— Tonpko 60rOCh, MOM TOOPHBIA APYT, €CIIA 3a TIOMCKU BO3bMETCsl Bianapika, HaM HE MOMOTYT
Jake caMble CUJIbHBIC Yaphl... Jlaxke boru... MoxeT ObITb. ..

B ronoce Jlaasl npopes3anack rpycTh Hamormosam ¢ otyasiubeM. Kak He crapaiics yoexarb, Kak
HE 3aIlyThIBall CIEbl — BCE OHO, HE CKPBIThCA HaAoaT0. He crpArarbecst U HE 3aTepsAThCs CpeAu
HOYHBIX T€HEH. Bce paBHO HaiigeT... Ee Haliner!

Hanx monsiHOM BOLapmiioch NoaBlIeHHOE Mon4yaHue. YTo HU ToBOpH, a 34ech Jlama okazanack
npaBa. [1yro ObUIO ¢ MX CTOPOHBI MBITAThCS cOexarb. Ho cuiI-To TepreTs yke He 0CcTanoch... Bor
Y COTBOpHWJIM uepT 3HAeT uto! 1o necy uenbie CyTKH LUIM, MPUBAJ YCTPOUIH, CIIAT HA 3emie... He
O4Y€HBb YIO0OHO, HO 3aT0 — HECKy4HO. V BlieuaTieHui HOBBIX — II€JIbIA MEIIOK U €Ille KOP3UHKA B
npujaaqy!

— Jla, nena...

Jlenmii MOKassHHO MOKayaJl rOJIOBOM. JTOr0-TO OH M HE Y4Y€ll, HE CyMed HpeAaBuieTh. Mnm
3a0bLT TPOCTO O TOM, KOMY JKeHOM npuxoautcs ux Jlagymka. OougHo. ..

— YTpo Beuepa MyApeHee, KaKk TOBOPAT y MeHs JoMa. Crnute. 3aBTpa BCE BOIPOCHI PELIHM.

Korna xe ona naunet cuutars Pagyxuyto Mmneputo nomom? Korna 3a0yaeT o Tom, 4To ObUIO
u npouwio? Y 0yzaeT iu 3To BooOIe?

®durypa Bnaapiku cioBHO Obl cama co0oil cOoTKalach M3 JIYHHOTO CBETa 3aJMBABILIETO MECTO
CTOSTHKM OerienoB. A OHM HE TO, YTO HE MPOCHYIUCh, Y HHUX JaXe YacoBOro He ObuIo!
[TopasutenbHasi OecrieuHocTh! A ecnu Obl Ha ero Mecte ObUT youina? WMim eme KTo, Hampumep.,
3BEPb IUKHUIN? 3arphI3€T U HE MOJIaBUTHCA. TOIBKO KOCTOYKH U OCTAHYTCS OT 3THUX... IETEH.

Jla u xocTep yxxe AaBHO NOTyX... Houu B PagyxHou Mmrniepun, KOHEYHO TEIUIBIE, HE B IIPUMED
CeBepHOMY KHSIKECTBY, HO paccyiabiaThCs TOXKE HE CTOUT. BecHa ellie kak HU Kak, HE JIeTO!

A ero xeHa CIUT NOoJA TOHKUM NOKpbiBaioM. BoH npoxut kak! 3amepsna... 1 corpeTbes He
cmoxeT. He cerogus. He mox atum neastHbM HEOOM PSAZIOM C YTacIIMMU JIETTECTKaMH OTHS.

['myneie. OHU 4TO HE MOTJIU B3STh C CO0OM XOTA ObI Mapy HOpMaNIbHBIX oniestn? He TpecHyr Obl
CTpak OT Napbl KUJIOTPAMMOB JIMILIHETO BEca

C med crneTtaer TSHKEI0€ PAaCUIMTOE 30J0ThIMU M IYPHYPHBIMH Y30paMH BEpPXHEE KUMOHO,
4TOOBl YKPBITH CIisiiero 4enoBeka. Kutcyne He 3amep3Hyr. JlJiss HUX W MOpPO3bl B TPUALATh
rpagycoB He x0104. CIUIIKOM HU3KHAM MTOPOT YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTH.

A 115 nroned lake mapa rpaaycoB YK€ HIPaloT BaXKHYIO pojib. 3a00J€Th MOTYT, a TOM
ymepeThb. OT nepeoxiaxaeHus.

Kak xe Bce-Taku cialbl mogu... A ero cympyra B ocobeHHOcTH. [loTomy 49TO ero oHa
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. U psimom ¢ HuM Jlanma kak Xpynkuii IIBETOK MOJI€ CTOJIETHETO ayda!

— YT0 e BbI TaK yIpsAMBI, a, dKeHa?

OH u HEe Tyman, 4YTO OHA MPOCHETCS U OTBETUT. Huuem Bpone HE BbIgaid CBOETO MPUCYTCTBUA!
Jlaxxe yKpbul He3aMeTHO. A BOT noau  Tbl! [TouyBcTBOBasIa uTo M? XOTSA, MO-UJEE, ELIE PAHO...
CnuikoM Majo MpoIiwio BpeEMEHH ¢o JHA cBaabObl. [1o MepkaM nuc, KOHEUHO.

— He Oosniee ueM BbI, My MOM.

Omna yxe He 3musiack. CoBceM. Y TUX THEB, OCEJIA TOPEYbI0 Ha SA3bIKE OOU/IbI, pacTasiiu JETKUM
ILIMKOM MbICTH 0 mooere. [{lomoi. Tyna rie o ckaiabl ObETCsl TAKOE POAHOE CEPOE U TIKEII0e MOPE.
I'ne caplmHbI rojioca AMKUX Yaek. [ 1e B ropax y»e 3a1BeTacT pO30BbIi BEPECK.

— Bam nom teneps 31ech. [louemy xe Bame cepaine Tak peercs tyga? [ne Bac yKe CUMTaroT
YMEPILEN. . .

OH U BIpsSIMb HE IOHUMAJ. 3a4EM KUTh TPONUILIM? 3aueM BEUHO OTJIAAbIBaThC Ha3aa? KuTh,



YTsl YK€ Uy>KHE Tpaguliuu?

Ee ornanu xutcyne. Jlanu HoBoe ums. [Ipunsimu B poxg Cepbix. Ho oHa oTka3anachk OT BCero
[IpocTo BeIOpOCHIIa KaK HEHYKHYIO Belllb!

— 41 He mpocuna 3Toro...

Haxe He aymana. Ilpocto xwuia. PamoBanack kKaxaIoMy MNPOXKUTOMY €I JHIO. A TOTOM
MPUIIIIOCH BCET/IA )KUTh HA HEPBAX, KJaTh yAapa 1U3-3a yria...

— MeHns nponanu BaM, Bnageika. 3a 301010 u aparouenHsle kamuu. Hamr Coser.

OH He 3Has 3Toro. EMy Bce roBopuiu, 4to 1moja BeHel Jlaga nura 1o6poBosibHO. MoJ1, Tak OHa
MOTJIa TOMOYb CBOEH pace, 3aKJItovasi 3TOT BBITOJHBIA IS JTFOJAEH JOTOBOP.

[Iponanmu...

— Mos cembs Obuta IPOTHB 3TOr0. Ho KTO cTaHeT ciymarsk OfMH eTUHCTBeHHBIN poa? Korma
BCE OCTAJIbHBIE — 3a.

A eme KUTCyHE cUMTAlOT uyrnoBuiamu! Ho HUM OIMH M3 HUX HUKOIJIA HE MPOAACT CBOTO
pebeHka, cBoto KpoBb. Jletu — cBsThl. HempukocHoBeHHbI. M mo3BossieTcst moduTu Bee. VX He
HAKa3bIBAIOT TAK CYPOBO, KaK B3POCHBIX... Tak, MOKYpAT HEMHOXKKO U BCE.

Pa3Be moxkHO nx npomaBare? Kak Benm, Urpymku? OTO k€ 4acTh pona, yacth Hux! /la u
OTJABATh B UY;KOU POJ MPOTUB COTJIACUS OJJTHOU U3 CTOPOH... Hembicaumo!

— Opno BpeMs s xoTena yutu Benen 3a [lepseiM Xpanutenem. UToOwl Toke obeperarb CBOIO
ceMbto. CTaTh 3BEpEM.

['opHOCTaeM c 1aBaHIOBBIMU IJ1a3aMU. MalleHbKUM FOPKUM 3BEPbKOM. YHUTH B jieca K Jlememy
u BonsHomy. BeiTh cBOOOAHOM. Ho...

— MHe He MO3BOJWIIN. .. TaXe NPOCTUThCA ¢ ceMmbeil! Hanust u Pon ¢ MupoM oTOM yBSI3IUCE
3a MHOM... Harnanu yxe Ha rpanuiie CUpeHEeBBIX TOp.

He pano Obuto €if B MOCIENHUN pa3 OUIYTUTh HEXHbIE OOBSATHS Marepu, YCIbIIIATh
o0oapsrOIIHE CI0Ba OTIIA, MOIIEIOBAaTh OpaTheB U cectep. He mano. He mo3Bonummnmy.

— Tlouemy e g JoKHA HA3bIBaTh 3TO MECTO — JoMoM? MHe He 3a 4TO €To JIIOOUTb. ..

A Benp U mpaBaa — 3a 4yTo? 3a HaBA3aHHbBIC TPAJULIMU YYXKOTO Hapona? 3a MOKYIIEHUS U
youiicTBa? 3a (ajabliBbIC YIBIOKH?

— Ho BepHYTHCS BbI YK€ HE MOXKETE.

["opbkas ynbpiOKka MCKpUBUIIA TOHKHE TYOBbI. JIaBaH/ a2 yTOHYJIA B 30JI0TE.

— He mory. Y MeHs €CTh TOJIBKO MaMsITh.

OH BoO3BbIIIAJICS HAJl HEM moAgoOHO kojioHHE. W cMotpen. W Buzaen ee 6osib. OTOpBaHHAS OT
CeMbH M J0Ma, MPEJaHHas, HO HE CJIOMJCHHAs, MbITAIONASICA 3aCTaBUTh KUTCYHE YBUIECTH €€
HacToALLyr0. [IoHATS.

N npusHats.

— Bawm B cTonuue ceiyac qydiie He NosBIAThCS. Ha Bac roTOBUTBCS HOBOE NTOKYIICHHE.

XOJIONHO ¥ PABHOAYIIHO. Tak MOXHO TOBOPUTH O MOTOAE M BCAYECKUX HUYErO HE 3HAYAIIAX
nycTsikax. Jl1s Hero 3To u ObLIO MYCTSIKOM, OOBIJICHHOCTHIO.

— N?

Onars ee nbITaroTcs youts! Bo3MOXHO 3TO CKOPO CTAHET MPUBBIUKOM... IOCTOSHHO OOSTHCS
HE MPOCHYTHCs. XOTs, pa3Be OHA OOUTCH. ..

— Pa3 B nmecars ner Mmneparop mocemmaeT apyrue packl. CBOeoOpa3HbIil 3HAK YBAXKEHUS U
nouyteHus. C Hamel ctopoHbl. OHU K€ JTOJKHBI pa3 B TP ro/ia 'MOYTUTh' HAC CBOMM BHUMAHUEM.

OH TOBOpMJI THXO, CIIOBHO OBl cTapasich He pa3OyauTh Tak W HE MPOCHYBIIMXCS KHUTCYHE.
CBoeoOpa3HbIif )KECT 3a00ThI O CBOUX IMTOJITAHHBIX.



— A nipuyeM 31ech 17?7

Henoymenue. 3auntepecoBanHocTb. Uto MImniepatop umeert B BUy?

— JlecATh JIET KOHYArOTCs 3TOM BECHOU. Bpemst HOBOM MOE3IKU.

Huxorna ne nosepsiii kutcyHe! Tak roBopsT mrogu. OHU 0OMaHyT, 04apyroT, 3a0epyT TBOIO
KU3Hb cebe... Tak HamucaHo B JjereHjgax u ckaskax. Ho ceiuac Jlage 3To Kkazajaoch cyieH
mIynocThio. [IoToMy 4TO OHa yX€ HEMHOro cymelsia y3Harb 3THUX YIMBUTEIBHBIX MHOTOXBOCTBIX
auc. OHM Bceraa CBATO OJIIOMYT CBOM MHTEPECHI, JOBEPSIIOT TOJIBKO TE€M, MEPE] KEM CHSUIM CBOIO
MAaCKY H... CHACaIOT UX, €CJIU 3TO HEOOXOANUMO.

— W B 3TOT pa3 ¢ BU3UTOM MMOEAUTE BbI, 1OpPOTast cynpyra. TakoBO MO€ KEJTaHUE.

TonpKo... Bcerya HaI0 UCKAaTh CKPBITHIA CMBICI 32 UX MHJIOCTHI0. Huuero He ObIBacT mpoOCTO
tak Mmnepun! Huyero n Hukoraa!

— C dero Bapyr Takas 'Munocts'? ClenmTe OCTaThCsl BAOBIOM?

UyTth ynbeiOHyThCsA. CaMbiMU Kpaemkamu ryo. He moxer ona 6e3 HacMeniku. J[ake moHuMas.
4TO 3a JIEUCTBUSIMU Biagblku CKOJIB3UT TOJIBKO 3a00Ta. HeollyTumas v mouTy HEBO3MOXKHAsI.

— MoxeTr — 51a, MOKEeT — HeT. Bo BCsIkOM citydae, Bac 3TO BOJIHOBaTh He MOJKHO. [IpocTo
BHI ITOezieTe. BmecTe ¢ 3TUMU PUTBOPSIIOMMMHUCS CITSIIIMMU JIEThMH.

HeOpexxHblli KUBOK B CTOPOHY CMHUPHO JiexkaumX KUTcyHe. KoTopeie mpu 3THX cloBax cpaszy
K€ BCKOYMJIM, CIIENIA 3aCBUIETEIBCTBOBATH VIMIIepaTopy CBOE MOUTEHHUE.

— Bepiie BenmmuecTBo, npocTure. ..

— Mpr1 He cnienmanbHoO, Biagpika. ..

Nmneparop 3abasmnsuicss ux cmyiieHueM. OHU-TO AyMalid, 4TO OH HE 3aMeTUT ux urpel! Jletu,
YTO C HUX B3ATh?

A Jlagy BOTHOBAJIO IPyroe — Kak MHOTO 3TH ABOE yCHENU yCablaTh? JIMdHoro. ..

— U ¢ kakoro k€ MOMEHTa Bbl HE CITUTE?

B ronoce npo3Bywyana Haurpa"HHas CTporoctb. Mmu3zy ¢ Kopu 3amMsuiuCh W cTanu YCHUIIEHHO
U3y4aTh TPaBY, MEPEIUBAIOIIYIOCS CEPEOPOM Y HUX MOJT HOTaMH.

— Jla MBI TOJIBKO MTapy MUHYT KaK MPOCHYIUCH!

— Hy, MOXeT 4yTh paHbLIE. ..

OnpasasiBarorcs? Heyxenn um creigHo?! KurcyHe m coBecTb. Pacckazare komy — He
MOBEPAT!

— A ecJI TOBOPUTh KOHKPETHO, TO C MOMEHTA HAILIETO Pa3roBopa O BallleH MOE3/IKE, KEHA.

Brnanpika ynmelOHYCS, MEPENISIHYBIIMCh CO CBOEW cymnpyroi. MHorja oHU MOHMMAIU JIpyr
apyra 6e3 cioB. Bo3M0OXHO TOTOMY, 4TO OBUTH HEYJIOBUMO TTOXOXKH. ..

— U xax ke Mbl X HaKaxxem?

Crpaxx ¢ ee cecTpod CKaJINCh, OXHUOAas 3aCHyKEHHOW Kapbl. IloaciaymmBare pa3roBop
Nmnepatopckoit cembu! Hempbiciumo!

— Yro BbI mpeyiaraere?

— Bo3MmoxkHo...

OcTpble MYNMCTHIE YIIKA TPUKAIUCH K TOJIOBE. bodTcs.

— Onu OyIyT COMPOBOXKIATH MEHSI B MOEM ITYTEIIECTBUM, HE TaK JTU?

— Koneuno. 3aBTpa Bac 31ech OyfeT *KIarTh JIOMAIN CO CHapshkeHueM. Hu k yeMy mummHui
myM. KoMy Hazfio, ye 3HaI0T 0 BaleM MpuObITHH.

U xornaa ToibpKo ycnenu noMupuThes! Bpoje Tobko uto ObU1H B ccope!

3a cnuHoii Mmneparopa 0eno-30710TbIMU Onvikamu 3aMmepiian noptai. [lopa ObUIO yXOIUTh. ..
Bpems He Tepniut. Han BepXyllkamMu JEpEeBLEB YK€ MOKA3aJIUCh MEPBbIE CONHEUYHbIC Jaydnd. Houb



yXoJuia, 3a0upasi ¢ co00i CBOM TEMHBIN YCHITTAHHBIN 3BE3/IaMH TTOKPOB.

— J1o BCcTpeun, xKeHa Mosl.

— J1o BcTpeun, Myx MOM.

W yxe, Korzaa rnoprai ouTy 3aKpbuIcs. ..

— AXx, na! YUyte He 3a0bu1! ¥V npakoHoB Bac OyneT kjaark poa CeBepHBIX OCTpOBOB. B monHoM
COCTaBe. Y JauHOW MOE3/IKU, Joporas!

A Mu3y ¢ Kopu Tak u He noHsnu, nouemy Jlaga BAPyr yTKHY/IAch JIMIIOM B CBOM JIAJIOHHU. ..

TI'nasa 17

Mawma... Jloporas, nrobumas, HexHas. Heyxenun s ckopo yBuxy 1e0a? Heyxenu s BHOBE
YCIIBIILY TBOM J1aCKOBBIM rojioc?! CMory oOHSATH TeO0s, MOLEIOBaTh TBOU PYKH, YIACTh Mpej TOOOM
Ha KojieHd... Mama! Munas mama! S eny k tede... Cnpmmnn? A eny! S cnemy. ..

Oren. Crporuii, CypoBbIi, TOp/bIA, cripaBeIuBbIi. K Tebe Bcerma MOKHO OBUIO NMPUUTH U
pacckazarb 000 BceM. Kak u k mame. [l meHs Bol — onHO nenoe. Hepaznenumoe. be3 tes
rpycTUT Mama, 0e3 Hee — Tbl. Bbl He Moxete apyr Oe3 apyra. [lo3Haro nu s Korga-HUOYAb 3TO
poactso aym? He 3Haro.

Cectpenku. bparumku. Crapume u mianmme. Eciu Obl BBl TOJBKO 3HAIM, KaK MHE HeE
XBaTajao BaCc B 3TOM POCKOIIHOM uyxoMm JnBopie! Haum urpsel, 3a0aBbl, npokasbl... Ecau Obl Bb
MOIJIM OBITh PSIAOM, TO... MiMmiepust Obl conporuynack. A Mbl Obl TOBECETUIUCH, 3a0paBIIKMCH B YEii-
HUOYb caj, IJIe HEMHOro Obl MPOMOJIONM IIBETHUK M COOpaJii TaKk BOBpPEMsI HE YyOpaHHbBIN
xo3sieBaMu ypoxkain s010k. Kak nHOTA cirydamock qoma. Mnm cxomuin Obl ¢ HOUEBKOM Ha CTapoe
3a0poIeHHOe KiIaAOuIle 3a CTEHaMH Tropofa, 4YTOObl MOIMyrarb HEMHOTO MpU3pakoB... Mmm
nociymaThk ux ucropuu. He 3naro. Kak momydnsiock 0bl, Kak CI0KHIOCH OBI. . .

A eme Obl g mociymana 0aOymkuabl ckazku! O reposix, mpuHieccax, ¢esx, IpakoHax...
kuTcyHe. ['1e oHM Tak He moxoxku Ha camux cedsi! OcoOeHHO B TOH JiereH/ e O JIIOOBU YelloBEKa U
MHOT'OXBOCTOIO Jiuca. Sl 3Har0, 4YTO 3TO HEMmpaBJa... HO TaK xo4yeTcs BepuTh! UTO M MeHs Korja-
HUOYIb TIONIOOAT. ...

TosbKO KUTCYHE YMEIOT JIHIIb J0BepsITh. He mo0uThk Tak, kak mooum Mbl. Ho... MOxkeT ObITh
aTo Toxke Henpasaa? Eme oqun mud Pagyxnoi Mmmnepun?

Ho s momymaro o6 3tom motom. Ceityac s emy k apakoHam. K cBoeii cembe! borums...
Heyxenu yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO AHEH 5 CMOTY UX BCEX YBUJIETh U OOHSATH!

Kto Obl Mor momymarb, 4To s Oymy Onarogaputh KUTCyHE? UTO TONBKO JUCHI MOMMYT BCHO
00Jbp MOEro HCCTpajaBIeToCs MO ceMmbe cepaua? CeMbH, C KOTOPOHM MHE HE Jalud Jaxe
MPOCTUTHCA. . .

(JIana,
MeCSIT KpaCHBIX AT0/, 1 AeHb 3€JICHOTO jieca).

— Yto BBI pelliIn Ha cueT noe3aku, Bame BennuecTBo?
— He caumkom 11 onmpoMeTYrBO NOChUIATh YEJIOBEKA, ITYCTh U Ballly KEHY, K JpakoHaM?
['ocriona CoBeTHukH... boru, kak ke oHn emy Hagoenu! Tem, yTto BeuHo ne3yr B Ero nena,



MBITAKOTCSA MaHUMYIUpoBars VM, BiusaTh Ha npunateie M pemenus! Kak miyro... 1 MyropHO Bce
3TO.

CkyuHO!

Bouctuny ¢ toro momeHnrta, kak Jlaga yexama, BO JABOpPLE CTaj0 IPOCTO HEBBIHOCHUMO
TOCKJINBO! HHKakux MHOTPSACEHUM, IIymMa CPEaud HOYHU, JIOCAAHBIX IMPOUCHICCTBUM, HapYIICHUS
TpaauLui... MOXKET, OH U BIPSAMb B KAKOW-TO Mepe MpUBA3aJcA K cBoei cynpyre? Mim nmpocto oH
HACTOJILKO YCTaJl OT BCEro, 4TO JIJIi HErO CTajl OjaroM 3TOT yparaH ¢ Ijla3aMH I[BETa JaBaHJbl
3aCTABUBIIMI HEMHOTO BCTPSIXHYThCSI ETO MUpHYIO cTpany?

a u ero camoro... [loromy 4To JaBHO, OYE€Hb JJABHO OH HHU 3a KeM He Oerai. He BoHOBasICS.
He 3ammman. A temepb... Y Hero mosiBuiachk Jlama. Ero kena. Ta, kotopoit kKorjma-HHOyIb OH
CMOXKET JIOBEPSITh.

— Ilouemy xe? MHe KaxkeTcs 3TO 3aMedaTesIbHON uaeen. Jlaga Tak nmomoria Asappero. ..

— Ho Bemme BenuuectBo, 370 HOHceHc! UenoBek! UenoBek eaer k apakoHam! Bmectc
KUTCYyHE!

VY, Kak BbI HEJOBOJIBHBI Macaxupo-noHo! Heyxenu, Banm riansl OKa3aauch HapymeHsl? Jla v
Kare-1oHO Kak-TO O4Y€Hb YK TMOAABIEHHO cMOTpuTcs... CopBaiack pblOKa C KproYKa.
[lepenpeirnyn 3aiiunk JOBYIIKY. M30exkan oJleHb OXOTHUYbEH CTpenbl. Muio, odeHb Muio. A
IJIABHOE — I10JIE3HO!

— U Bce-Taku MOs K€Ha K HUM IoeneT. Brpouem, xkak m k opkaM ¢ rHomamu. [lyckait
pasBieueTcs IeBOYKA. ..

COBETHUKHU CYHOPOKHO B3JOXHY/IH... CIHMIIKOM SPKO OHU MPEIACTABWIIN Pa3MeEpbl IPsIyILCH
karactpodsl. Tpu pacel! Tpu! Xoporio xoTh, k 37b(amM He oTnpaBui Biaabika cBoro xeHy! A To
BOIHBI ObUTO ObI HE N30€XKaTh. ..

— Jla v oHU pa3BeroTCA, HE TIpaBaa jau, Kacymu-can?

Crapslii KUTCYHE YXMbUIbHYJICA. He xopomo Tak...

— Koneuno, Bnanpika. He Bce e Ham ¢ HEW My4YUTHCS.

— BBI IpsIMO BCSI CBETUTECH, TOCTIOXKA. . .

[lepemen mpouzomenumx ¢ Jlagoit He 3ameTuis Obl pa3Be yTo cienoil. Jla u To — He ¢akT.
[IpocTo, eciu paHbllie OHA MOXoAuia Ha JeHb... Korna Bce HEOO 3aTSIHYTO TSHKEJNBbIMU KYy4EBBIMU
oOJakaMu U Ha 3€MJIIO U3pEJKa MaAaeT OJUMHOKUN COTHEYHBIN JIyY.

Ceituac xe — cusio Bce! 3emirs, He0o, conHIle. Kak 3uMoi B Te THH, Korjia HeOecHas CHHEBa
KaXXEeTCsl CACIIAHHOM W3 MPO3pPAuHOro 3BEHSIIETO XPYCTajs, a Ha CHEr OOJIbHO CMOTPETh —
HACTOJIBKO OH sIpok! CKOJIBKO K€ cuacThs puHechu ciioa Mimmneparopa, eciu nopoaunu Takoe!

— Koneuno, Mu3y! f e ckopo BcTpeudych ¢ cembel! YBUKY poaHbIX!

N ocrtanace He3aMeUE€HHOW MpOMeEINIbKHYBIIAs 00Jib B mIa3ax KuTcyHe. A oHu? Heyxenu oHm
IUISl HEE HE CEMbs?

A Benp 3TU JBOE€ Tak XOoTAT cTarb s Jlagel yem-to Oonpumm! He mpocTo KUTCyHE,
MHOTOXBOCTHIMH JucamMu! A pomHbIMH U ONM3KKUMU cyiiecTBaMu! UTOOBI 1 0 HUX OHA TOBOPUIIA
XOT# OBl B MOJIOBUHY TaK € HEXXHO U Temo... YToObl oHa ux itroduia. Kak Opara u cectpy...

He BepwTe, ecim BaM CKaxyT, YTO KUTCYHE He yMeroT 1to0uTh! He Beprbre. [IpocTo oHu Gosites
MPUBA3ATBCS K KOMY-TO... [loTOMy Kak OTHyCTUTH €ro Torga yxe He cMmoryr. He cmoryr
OTKa3aTbCsl OT TOr0, KOMY HaydWJnCh JoBepsTh. A Musy ¢ Kopu nosepsinu Jlage. HaBepHoe Tak,
KakK €Ile HA KOMY!

[IpocTo 3TO OBLIO MPABUIIBHO. . .



— A mbI?

Kopu pe3ko ocranoBuia jomaas, KOTOPYO BEJa MO/ Y3/ILbL

— A KTO JUI1 Bac MEL.. .7

Marnenbkas IeBOUKa, 3aMepInias Ha JIECHON ropHo# Tpore. Tak MokHO ObuT0 onucarh Kopu B
TOT MOMEHT. 1 He cKaxelllb, 4TO dTOMY PEOEHKY YK€ OOJIbIlie CTa JIET, HACTOJBKO MOKUHYTHIM U
OOM>XEHHBIM OBUIO JIUIIO JTUCUYKH C IPUIKATHIMHU K TOJIOBE CEPEOPUCTHIMU YIIIKAMU.

Ona Obuta oguHOKa. Jlsins Bcerga BUJEA B HEW JIMIL MHCTPYMEHT JJIS BBITOJIHEHUS CBOUX
mianoB. XoTh U Jito0un u oeper. [lo-cBoemy.

Poautensm ona Obita He Hy)KHA. HemoOnmbiid pebeHok. HeHyxHBI.

C npuesniom xe Jlanpl Bce M3MEHUIIOCh. B Hell yBUIEIM HE CEMbBIO, POl UJIM OMACHOIrO Bpara,
a camy Kopu. IOHyt0, HEeMHOTro HaMBHYIO, YYTOUKY XUTPYIO W OCCKOHEYHO MPEIaHHYIO JIUCY.
JIucuuky, KOTOpPOW HE TOCTaBAJIO JIFOOBH, 3a00ThI, TOHUMAHUS. . .

Eii He xBaTamo BHUMaHMUs!

Ha3BaHHasg e cecTpa HE MbICIHWIA TPagUuLUAMU, MpaBUjIaMu U BceM mpounM. OHa cama
COCTaBJIsJIa CBOE MHEHHE 00 OKpyXarlmx ee cymecrBax. Cama pemaia KOMy BEpUTh, a KOMY —
HeT. 1 Opocana Bb130B Bceid Umniepun. [loTomy uto HEe Momia cMuputhes. s Hee naxe Branpike
OBbLT BCETO JIUIIb MY)KEM, & HE IPaBUTENIEM !

Musy 3amep. Heyxenu orBeTut? PacceeT COMHEHHS, €r0 TOCIOXa. . .

locnoxka. na nero Jlama Oba umeHHo [ocmoxkoif. To#l, KOTOpYIO OH JODKEH OBbLI
3anmmarh. Jaxe neHon cBoeit xxu3nu. [loTomy 4TO, 3TO €ro BUHA, UTO y Hee OOJIbIlie HET CJe3... A
elie MoTOMY, YTO OH ee Jroowmi. be3gymuo, 6e3nanexHo... He Hanesch Ha TO, 4TO Korjga-HUOYIb
ero 3ametriar win nono0saT. IIpoctro Mmmneparop He mo3BonuT. [Ja m Mwusy cam He mocmeet
npusHaThes. Benp, Torna ero yoetot. M Jlama paccTpouThCs. A OH 3TOro HE XOTElL.

— Bw1?

Jlana yneiOHYynack rpyCcTHO-TpycTHO. U B TO %€ BpeMsi — OOJIEr4eHHO.

HanereBumii mophIB BeTpa yHEC B HEOO JIEMECTKH IIBETOB B M300MIIMU TMPOU3PACTAIONIMX
BJIOJIb Joporu. PacTpemnan mMenoBbie BOJOCHI, CKPBIB 32 BHIOMBIIMMHUCS M3-3a MPUYECKU MPAIIMU
SApKUE JIJABaHJOBBIE I1a3a.

— BbI MOs ceMbs B pOJly KUTCYHE.

Onu He nonsut. CoBceM. A Beab 3TO Tak mpocTo... Jus Jlaael. Ho xak o0bsicauTh? CBoOeETY
XK€ CepAla B3aMEH 4YY)KOTO HE MPUCTABUIIb, TPAAWUIHUN HE MPUBHEIIb, HE PACCKAXKEIIb 3a OIHO
MTHOBEHUE CKa3KH U JIETEH]IbI CBOETO HAPOJA. ..

— ['nymsle. ..

[TomoitiT U OOHATH TaKUX POMHBIX M Aoporux. OHa MOMBITAETCS OOBSICHUTHh U PACCKA3aTh.
YtoObl UMETh BO3MOKHOCThH JIBUTATHCS Jajblie. Bcem BMecTe.

— MeHsi oTOpBaJIM OT CEMBH, HE JaB JaXKE NPOCTUTHCA. [lOMyduTh MAarepuHCKOTO
omarocioBenus. U ceifuac MHE JaJiy 1IAHC 3TO CAENATh...

B310xHyTh 1 TOAHSATH B3I K HEOY.

— S, MOXeT OBITh, YK€ HUKOIJIa HE YBHKY HUKOTO UX MO€# uenoBeueckon cembu. [1lanca He
OyZleT iU cyduThes uTo... S He 3Hat0. U yxxe He 3araabiBato. Bece paBHO — Oecrosie3Ho.

Musy ¢ Kopu cnoBHo onepeBeHenu. OHu He 3Hanu o0 stoMm. Mm, kak u Hwmneparopy,
Ka3aJloCh, UTO OpaK 3aKIFOUEH MO 000I0THOMY COTJIACHIO.

— Sl mpocTo xouy nBurarbcs nanblie. [IycTs U B 4y»O0H CTpaHe, TIe I MEHs BCE CTPAHHOE U
IUKOE, 3aMYXKEM 32 HEeJIFOOUMBIM 'U€JIOBEKOM' C KYTKUM XapaKTEpPOM, CPEId BparoB U JIpy3eil...

Ecnu Obl JIana Mora miakath — OHa Obl 3a1j1akana. A Tak TOJIBKO ria3a pexer.



— Bbl Mmost — oniopa. be3 Bac s y)xe JaBHO Obl HAJIOKWIIA HA ce0s PYKHU.

Mopckue BOJHBI ¢ IIIyMOM OBIOTCSI, pa3jeTasiCh Ha THICSYM PATYKHBIX OpBI3T, O pacKajleHHbIE
ckaiibl. COJHIIE IIEAPO JILET CBOM 30JI0TOM MeJl Ha POJUHY MOTYYUX U CBOOOTHBIX APAKOHOB. 3/1€ChH
Taxe JIOXKIh UJET KpallHe pPeaKo — BCEro mapy pa3 B roj, He OoJbIle... DTO JWMBHas CTpaHa
XKAPKAX JHEW, Ta30BbIX HEBECOMBIX OJICKJ, 3BOHA 30JIOTHIX YKPAIIEHHWH W BCEBO3MOXHBIX
cnagoctei! DTo MuUp, TA€ KEHIIMH TMOYUTAIOT M Tpe3uparoT... [7e oHa Bcerma W paObIHS, U
rocroxa... llomunHeHHas Wb CBOEMY TrOCHOAWMHY. TakoBa KWU3Hb JPAKOHOB. TakoOBBI HX
Tpaauiuu. M MMEHHO croja celvac HampapiseTcs HeOoJbllas rpyrna MociaoB, ¢ TPEBOrom
0>KHJIa€MBIX B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE. ..

— Bame BennuecTBO, KOMHATHI JUIsl TOCTEN YK€ IMOATOTOBIICHBI.

[Iepen 4epHOBOJIOCHIM MPABUTENIEM CKJIOHWJIICS CEI0M MCIEIIPEHHBII MOPIIMHAMM JIPAKOH C
rOpSAIIMM B30pOM JIbAUCTHIX T71a3. Jpyr u CoBeTHuk. [loutu Opart. [Toutn poauy.

— B manowm kpsuite, Hpyr moid?

[IpaButens ynblOHYICA. J[pakoHbl ymeroT ObITh OnaromapHbiMU. OCOOEHHO 3a CHACEHHYIO
*u3Hb. He Tonbko cBoro. Ho u cBoux aeteit. I BTopoe — HaunboJiee BaXHO. ..

— Koneuno. 3o050Tast koMHara ¢ IpUJIEralomUM K HEH cagoM ¢ (DOHTAHOM, TUTIOC KOMHATHI
IUTSL CIIYT U oxXpaHbl. Kak BbI U IPOCHIIH.

30JI0ThIE alTapTAMEHThI CYUATAIUCH JTy4IIMMU BO ABopIle nocie KoponeBckux.

[Tokon ymepineit Koponessl, )keHbl BHOBCTBYIOIIETO Kopols, nmpenoctaBieHbl yenoBeky. Kak
CHMBOJI PaCOJIOKEHUS U Tpu3HaTEIbHOCTU. OT Beeil cTpanbl. OT Bcel pachl.

— OtnnuHO!

Aunnappeil CHOBa HaydwJICsl YIbIOAThCsl, MyCTh U HEMHOTO BbIMyudeHHO. OH BHOBBL YBHUJIEI
KpacoTy MHUpa U IIEHHOCTh XU3HHU O KOTOPBIX 3a0bUT B cBoel ckopOu. Ho Temepsr Bce mo3anu.
Bpewms ecnu He BBUIEYUT paHbI, TO XOTS ObI 3aCTAaBUT UX MEHBIE 00JIETh. Y HETO €CTh CTpaHa U
cbiH. EMy Henb3s yutu. [loka uTo...

— Bae...

— Yo Takoe, Peii?

CoBeTrHuk 3amsuica. Her, oH mOBepsii CBOEMY MPABUTENO, HO TO, YTO TOBOPHUJIM O JKEHE
Brnaneiku Panyxnon lMiepuu, BBIXOAMIJIO 3a BCE MBICIMMBIE paMKu. [la eme u mpuexasime
HECKOJIBKO Ha3a/l JIIOJIM C OCTPOBOB CEBEPA HE BHYIIAIMN JOBEPHUs. UTO MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTH IIPUEXATH B
4qy)XYI0 cTpaHy Bech poa? Tem Oomnee Takoii!

— Jlequ Jlana... Bel yBepeHbl, 4TO 3TO pa3yMHo... [IpenocTaBinars el Takyro cBOOOy?

Kopouib rpycTHO 1TOKa4as rojgoBou.

— He yBepen. Ho myctb nyuitie s cam nam Eit cBoOoxy Ha cBoux 3emisix, ueM OHa nmotpelyet
ee. Tak OyzeT... mpaBUIIBHO.

— IloTpebyet?! Bame BenuuecTBo, oHa — 4denoBek!

Henonumanue. YnuBnenue. OH NpOCTO HE 3HAET... BCEro. Toro, 4ro yxKe OIIyTWIH Ha
COOCTBEHHOM HIKYpe KUTCYHE.

— HmenHo noromy, uto Jlama denoBek, si HEe Oymy CBsI3bIBaThCs ¢ Heul. Jlaxe ecnu oHa
pa3HeceT Mo KaMellkaM BECh MOM JIBOPEL], BCKO MOKO POAUHY. Sl HE BMENIAOCh.

— Ho nouemy?

— IloTomy yTo MeHs nonpocui Exait. ..

BocTouHbIl BETEp BCKOJIBIXHYJ TOHKHE Ta30BbIE 3aHABECKH, 3aKPYTHJI B Y30p [bIM OT
0JIarOBOHUIA.



— JloToMy 4TO MOM CBhIH OY€Hb XOYET MO3HAKOMHUTBCS C ATOW YIUBUTEIBHOWU >KCHIIMHOW,
BEPHYBILIEH €My OTIIA.

Peit ynpiOHyICS. DTO MOCTOMHAS MPUYMHA ISl TAKOTO TOBEACHUS. .. €e moiMyT Bce. I HUKTO
HE OCYIUT U HE OCKOPOUT HU KOPOJIs,, HU TOCTEH.

A THOMBI BOJIHOBaIMCh M HeromoBaimu. Kak Takoe moxeT ObITh! Uemosek! Y mmx! Jla 310
npocTo ockopoOnenue ux pace! Ho ¢ kurcyne u ux Mimnepatopom He CIIOPSIT. ..

Tem Oonee 4TO YETOBEK, BBI3BABIIMM CTOJIBKO HETOIOBAHUS MUMEET MPSIMOE OTHOUIICHHUE K
npassiieMy pony... OTkazarb — 3HAYUT OOBSIBUTH BOMHY. 11 He oHUM OyayT moOeauTeNnsiMu B HEH. ..
Kus3p ['op mpekpacHo 3TO MOHUMAJ, U MO3TOMY MOJYa COIVIACHJIICS C BBIABUHYTHIM TpeOOBaHHEM
Nmnepun nuc. Benpb Aeno 3aech HE TOJMBKO B JKEJIAHHUSAX, HO M B BbDKMBaHUM packl! A s
IPABUTEJS OTO CTOKPAT BaXKHEE. ..

— He nevanerecs, cynpyr Moii. S cipimana oT CBOUX APY3€H JEMMX, 4TO 3Ta JIEBYHIKA HE TAK
YK ¥ 11oxa. Ee Hazmo npocto y3Hath. M MOHSTE.

Pepkekynpast KHATHMHS THOMOB bynuka ObUia mpaBoil pykoil u omopoi cBoero myxa OTTOHa.
Ee coBersl He pa3 BeIpydasn cTpaHy THOMOB. C Hell cunmtanuch. Ee yBaxkanmu. A eme cuutany
BEJIbMO — OTTOr0, YTO B POy Y HEE ObLIN KUKUMOPBHI Ja jenme. J[aBHo, mpaBaa, HO OTHOIICHHUS C
MIIaJIIeH poaHel He pBaiuch. Hao0opoT, kpemyain ¢ KaKIbIM MPOXKUTHIM TofoM. VI ”MEeHHO OHU
HACTOATEJIbHO COBETOBAIM MPUCMOTPEThCS K ObIBIICH KHsDKeHKe Jlame. Mo, oHa ere cymeeT Bac
YIUBUTb. ..

— OnsTh poauyy HAIIEITAIN ?

OTTOH BepmJl CBOEM cynpyre Kak HUKoMy. M Hukorma He coMmHeBasics B HeW. Hu emuHoe
MTHOBEHBE. A BMecTe OHU ObUIU J101T0. bomnbie cta net. Hu oH, HU OHa yKe He ObUTM MOJIOIBIMU.
[TayruHKOM JIeTNIa B BOJIOCHI CEAMHA, OKOJIO IVIa3 IMOSBUJIMCH MOPIIMHBI, BBIPOCIW JECTH, BHYKH,
MOJIpaCcTajv MPABHYKH. ..

— He Tonwko. S u cama Buaena.

KHs13p moHMMaroIIe YIbIOHYIICS B 30JI0TYIO0 OOpOIy CBEpKHYB YepHbIMU 1a3amMu. OH OIuH U3
HEMHOTHUX 3HaJl, YTO €ro MOJIOBUHA yMeJa BUJETh Oymylee B MOToKax BoA. Peakuit map. Uem-To
noxoxuit Ha cuity Benukux KpyxeBuuil, Ho cinabee... HamHoro.

Ecnu Benukue Moy nepenuchiBarh CyabObl BCEro Mupa, To Uuraromme — TOJIbKO HEMHOTO
MU3MEHSTh TeUEeHNE BEUHOCTU. COBCEM UyTh-uyTh. M TO, pEIKO KOT/Ia Y HUX MOJy4aJIOCh BMEIIATHCS
B 11anbl Cyap0bl U ee rocnoxu Beunoctu. Mx yaenom ObUIO TOJMBKO MPEIYNPEKJACHUE, MOMBITKA
OTPaJNTh JOPOTUX UM JIFOACH OT OIMOOK. ..

— W 4ro Tl yBUAETIA TAM?

Kusiruns 3agymunBo 3arepeduiia KOHYUK KOChl. TpyaHO nepenars 3HaKU OyayIIero, TeM KTO
JIMILIEH J1apa BUIET. ..

— Ee cyapba TecHo cBs3aHa ¢ cyap0oit Brmaneiku. U camoit Umniepun. Tonbko He Tak, Kak
cBs3aHbl Tepor. OHA HE COBEPIIMT HUUYETO TAKOTO YX BBIIAIONIETOCS, HE CIaceT MUP, HE MOOEeAUT
BEJINKOI'O Bpara.

Tonpko ee 3anomusT. HaBepHoe. Ho... y Hee MHOro Bparos. He Tonbko HM3-3a 3amMyKecTBa Ha
OJTHOM M3 BeIW4Yanumx npasuresiet. [Ipocto sTa neBodka CIMINKOM UMIYIbCUBHA... Mosoaa eme!
[loToM, MOKET U UBMEHUTCS 4YTO. A MOKET — HET.

Ee Oynyiee ckpoiTo o MeHs. Ero kak 6yaro Her. Mnu He cmuiena ero eme Cyan0a. He 3nato.

Ha cexkynay mpuKpbITh T1a3a, COOMPAsCh C CUJIaMHU.

— Hama 6ynymas roctest — KpyxkeBHuna. OgHa u3 cwibHeWnmx... M morparuBimx onuH



[LIAHC.
— Yro k... Ml mpuMeM ee B HamieM gome. Y Oyap, uro Oyner!

A B crensx Becenuwiauch opku. OHU 3HaIM 4yTh Oousbine apyrux. Jaxke kutcyHe. IIpoctc
ITOTOMY, YTO JY4IlIe HUX BCEX pAC BMECTE B3SITHIX 3HAJIM CBOIO MAJIEHBbKYIO MOAPYXKKY Jlany.

He ckoBath CBOOOAHBIM JTyXOM.

He nocaauTe Ha Lienb 3arOBOPEHHYIO B OAlHIO KaMEHHYIO.

COexuT, ynopxHeT NTUIleH TUBHOU B HeOeca cunue. He molimaens notom. .. He BepHelb.

— Kak cuuraere, bapoH, Mbl moBeCEeIMMCS B 3TOM Toy?

Pua ymeibanach, cmesmach, TaHieBana. M chpammBana miaBapsi CTEIMHOrO Hapoaa, MHUMO
KOTOpPOTo MpOHOCUJIach B cBOOOIHOM NopkiBe. Bonmpoc — MrHoBeHue, u He Oosee. Kak 1 oTBeT.

— IloBecenumcs. bnkaiimme JIeT OAThAECAT-IECThACCHT.

Kaii Msirko U JieTko mepedupall CTpyHbl TUTaphl, KOTOpas pblaja U CTOHAJIA B €ro pykax. Y
opkoB npa3gHuk! Cuactbe! CKOpo K HUM MPUCOETUHUTHCS A00psId pyr! JlonroxagaHHBbI. . .

— Ilouemy 310?

Ocnenuts yapiOkoii. [ToBecTr mokaTeMu mieyaMu. B3MeTHYTh IBETHBIMH I00OKaMHU.

— IloToMy 4TO IMEHHO CTOJIBKO MPOXKUBET keHa Mmmeparopa... Moxer uyth Oosibiie. Mnu
MEHBIIE.

TabGop 3acmesuicss B equHOM MophiBe. CIUIIKOM XOpPOIIO OHM TOHSJIM CMBICT CKa3aHHBIX
cBouM baponowm cioB. CMeX, paJlocTh U Becelibe OyayT BO ABOPIE KUTCYHE KUTh CTOJBKO, CKOJIBKO
OyZleT >KUTh YeJoBeYeCKasi ACByIIKA. A MOTOM... IPUAET KTO-To Apyroi. U pamocte Toxke Oymer
npyroii. He xyxe u He nydiue ceroadsammen. [Ipocto — npyrou.

— Torma mycTh OHA )KUBET THICAYH THICSY JET!

W 3BOHKO ymapwiu majblbl O CTPYHBI, U B3JIETEI B BBIIMHY YHACTBIA TOJIOC, U SIpY€ 3aropescs
koctep. JKuTh Thicsum JieT... {1 demoBeka 3TO HEeBO3MOXKHO. Ho Xu3HBL Beap ObIBaeT pa3HOM!
JKu3Hb 3TO TamATh, BIOKECHHAs B KAPTHUHBI, JIETEHbI, [IECHU, IPEAAHUS. . .

N o Jlame 6ynyT mOMHUTH MO-KpaiiHel mepe aBa poaa!

Pon CeBepHbix 0cTpoBOB U poJ CTENHBIX KOUEBHUKOB.

Jo Tex mop, moka HE MPEBPaTsITCAd B NbUIb TOPbl M HE OCBIIATCA NemioM Beka. [loka
IIOCJIEIHUN U3 OPKOB He MOKKUHET 3TOT Mup. [Ioka He yhnet o Tpone nocneauui I'opHocTai. ..

I'naea 18

Crpana npakoHOB TopaxkaeT BooOpakenue. [loutu kak u Umnepus, Ho... UHave. 3aech HET
HU TOHKHUX, MOJYOyMaXXHBIX JOMOB C KPAaCHOW KPBIIICH, MO YbMMH OKHAMHM I[BETYT TIHIIMHHS U
cakypa. Her u T'o, cTpaHHOM HWIpbl CpaBHUMOM CO BCEJICHHOW. He yciaplimub 31eCh IEHUs
COJIOBBEB U KYyKyIeK... He okyHemb pyku B JIeAsSHBIE BOIBI 03€p IMOXOXKMX Ha JKUBBIC 3€pKaa.
Jluma HE CKPBITHI MAacKaMH, HO JIETKMUMH Ta30BBIMU INAJSIMHA WM Pa3HOIIBETHHIM ImeikoM. Ha
YIUIaX 3BEHAT YKpaIlleHHs W3 30J10Ta, KOM B OTPOMHOM KOJIMYECTBE HAJIEBalOT Ha ce0s Bce
xutenu. [aza paOut ot Ormecka AparoleHHbIX KaMHEW — pYyOHMHOB, aleKCAaHAPUTOB, U3YMPYIOB,
aJMa30B U MHOTHUX JIpyruX. MHOTHX U3 HUX 51 HUKOTJ]a HE BU/JIEJa, HE TO, YTO Ha3BaHUA 3HatO!

Jloma Tyt Oemnble-Oenble! A Ha OKHaX pe3HbBIE PEIIeTKHU... M3 kKeyne3a BHIIICTAIOTCS TUBHBIC



uBeTHl aa y30pbl. KpacuBo. ['OBOpST, UX THOMBI KYKOT Uil APAKOHOB. 32 OTHEHHBIC CIIE3bl —
JparorieHHbIE KaMHH, TOPSIIME B TEMHOTE MOJOOHO MaJIeHBKUM cojHIaM. OHH 3/1eCh 3aMEHSIOT
dboHapu u paxensl.

[osibl BBUTOKEHBI IIBETHOM MO3anKOM. S B IepBbIid pa3 aaxke 00s1ach XOJAUTh M0 HUM — TaKas
Kpacota! A B KynajibHe BbUI0OKEeHBI pbiOKH! KpacHo-1a30peBsbie. .. Takue 3a0aBHble!

baccelinbl u GoHTaHbsl B orpoMHOM KoimuecTBe! IlouTn Bcerna nzoOpaxkaroume Kakux-amoo
repoeB WM KUBOTHBIX. M npencTaBuTeENnen Apyrux pac 3aciIyKUBIIMX TaKyIO YECTb.

B sToM roponme Kyga He TmOWHJelb, 00S3aTeIbHO BCTPETHUINL MAJICHBKUNU (DOHTAHUYUK C
XpYCTaJIbHOM MPO3pavyHOr BoAOW. O4eHb NPUATHO, a TO )Kapa CTOUT — 3aI0XHYThCH. ..

N apomarpl... COTHH, THICSYM apOMaToB CMEIIMBAIONIMXCA B BO3Iyxe. leprikue, clajKkue,
JIETKHE, TSDKEIBIE. .. B 3TOM ecTh CBOE 04apOoBaHUE.

JKeHUMHBI-IpakoHbl  AOCTOMHBI  OTAENBHOTO pas3roBopa... KpacuBbl. IlneHUTENBHBIL.
Crpacthbl. 3aragounsl. HaBepHoe, Tak s MOTY UX ONIACATh. . .

A BOT Hapsibl uX... Het, gaxke mpea yrpo3oil cMepTHOM Ka3HU g He cMomia Obl Takoe HaAeTh!
Jt10 *e npocto... CioB HerT!

Tanuyror oHu npaBaa — 3anto0yenibes. [1a3 He oTopBarh... [la maxke eciau 3axouelb — HE
cMoxenb. OKOIIOBBIBAIOT OHU YTO JIN?

A eme... Eme 3aece roroBiar sgydmme B mupe ciagoctu! Ilpsmo Taromme BO prYy.
3acTaBisONMEe MOYYBCTBOBaTh Ha Iry0ax ClaJoCTh COJHIIA CMEUIAHHYIO C TMbSHSIIMM BOCTOYHBIM
BETpoM. MeIoBbIE OpexH, MacTHIa, paxaT-IyKyM, xaisa... 1 xypma! BkycHas-npeBkycHasi!

(JIana,
MecsIl 3Mes3, 2 IeHb O€NbIX HOueH ).

B crpany apakoHOB B OOJBIIMHCTBE CIIydaeB HEJb3sl MONACTh WHAYe, HEXKEIW YeM He Ha
KpbUIbsiX. [Ipruem uCKIrOUMTENBHO ApakoHbUX. Hukakue apyrue mpocTo HE CMOTYT NPEOHOJIETH
3aCJIOH M3 CMEPTEIBHO OMACHBIX TOP, OKPYKAIIMX MUX JOM C TPEX CTOPOH cBera. lIpupomHbie
CTEHBI, BEpPHBIC U MOJTYAJIMBBIC 3AIMTHUKU.

C eme onHOM — OECKOHEYHOE, MOYTH CIMBAIOIIMECA ¢ HEOOM, MEHSIIEecs MOpe, TAE KUBYT
pycasiku tora! [louTu Takue ke, Kak U UX CEBEPHBIE CECTPhI, HO OoJiee ApKue, cyacTiauBbie... OHU
YeM-TO IIOXO0KM Ha ILBETHI B cajax Kopoia Asmappes. MnM nTuil ¢ OrpOMHBIMHA XBOCTaMH U
HACTOJBKO KPAaCOYHBIM OINEPEHHEM, YTO MHOTIA KaXXeTCsl, OyATO OOTHHS CIy4ailHO MPHU CO3TaHUHU
MHpa MoJapuiia UM KpacoTy U OJIECK JIBaXKIbI.

A npakoHsbl... [[pakoHbl mopakaiu cBOer cuiioi u rpauuei. He cToiibko Ha 3eMiie, CKOJIBKO B
HeOe. OrpoMHOM, CMHEM W BbICOKOM. ['nie aHeM Oenoll KOpOHOW CHSIET COJIHIIE, a MO0 Ho4Yam
OTpOMHBIE 3Be3/bl. Pa3Be MOXKET ObITh YTO-TO MpEKpacHee Mapsuiero Ha BeTpy ApakoHa? Pas3se
TOJBKO pyCaJIka Ha MOPCKHMX BOJHAaX... Mnu TaHmyromas npu cBETe KOCTpa OpyaHka... Mmm
KUTCYHE YMHHO TMBIONIMI CBOM Yail Ha BEPAHJE MOJ CEHBIO IIBETYIMX JEPEBhEB. .. Kaxkmas kpacora
oTHOocuTesbHAa. HOo B ueM-To Bcerga ecth Jyuume! M 310 HEe TONbkO BHEMHOCTh uiu cwia! Ho u
MAacCTEPCTBO. ..

['HOMBI nyynme Ky3HEelbl. JTO MPU3HAIOT Bce packl! B MCKycCTBE KOBKHM JKejle3a ¢ HUMU
HEJb3s CpaBHUTHCSA. OHO )KMBO B UX PYKax...

HpakoHbl MacTepa ykpameHul. Hurne B Mupe Henb3d HaTH Jy4dlMX 30J0ThIX YKpalleHUi!
Tonkast mayTUHKa, paCKpBIBIIMICS IIBETOK, ITecTpasi 0abouka, TOTOBas K atake 3Mesl... J[Jist HuxX HeT



HEBO3MOXHOTO B 3TOM HCKYCCTBE.

Pycanku TkyT menk. JIerkui U nepeavmBarolMics, Kak U BOAA, SBISIOMAACS ISl HUX JIOMOM.
B xapy OH NPUATHO XOJIOAUT KOXKY, B XOJIOJL — COTPEBAET...

Opxu — Bopbl. Koposnu B cBoeM nene! OHu MOTyT Jlaxe yKpacTh 3Be3/ly ¢ HeOa, eClii 3aXOTHT.
UYTo 1 TOBOPUTH 00 OOBIYHBIX BeIax!

@D eHUuKCHI TOIT TaK, YTO cepjile 3amupaeT B rpyau! Menectpenu Hedec. CBOMMM MECHSIMU
OHU YMEIOT OCTAaHABJINBATH OYpPIO U 3aCTaBIIAThH PACIIBETATh LIBETHI 3UMOIA.

Kutcyne Benuuaiinime B mupe Maru! Marus ectb UX CyTh M KU3Hb. be3 Hee oHU He Obuh Ob
co0OM. A Tak... MM IOABIACTHBI BCE IPaHU dydec M KOJIAOBCTBA. Jlaga Buaena X BO3MOKHOCTH.
Bepnee, camyro Manyio dacth ux. Ee My Kak-TO 3acTaBuj MoOpXarb MO €€ KOMHare 0abodexk...
3uMoii. B )KyTKyr0 MeTenb. ..

A mogu... Jlromn ymenu Bce U HU4ero. OHHU W NENU, U TKAJIHA, U KOJIIOBAJIW, U MHOTO €IIe
yero. He Bcerga oHM MONIM JJa’)ke€ HEMHOTO CPOBHSIThCS C MAacT€paMu APYIHX pac, HO... IMeHHO
cpeau HUX BecTpedanuch Macrepa. Te, ko mor caenars Uyno! Hacrosimee, xuBoe... Ha cexynmy
CTaTh co3aareiieM. .. [IycTb U CBOEro MaJIeHbKOTO TBOPEHMUS.

J1o cux mop KHUBET JEreHAA O FOBEIUPE CO3/IABIIEM KYIOH C BBITPABUPOBAHHBIM BHYTPH HETO
IOYTHU KUBBIM co3laHueM. He To Komkoul, HEe TO KpOJHUKOM, HE TO nrtuner. Y oxuBam oH B Te
MTHOBEHMS, KOTJAa YKPAIICHUE TOJAHOCUIIN K OTHIO... KuBoMy. M 3TO maBasio cuit 3BEprO BBIMTH 32
IPaHU CBOETO MUPA, 3aKPYKUTCS 110 KOMHATE, 3alI€Th CBOIO MECHIO. ..

A Jlamga ¢ Kopu, Mu3zy u fmem nerenu. M Hecianm uX Ha CBOMX CIIMHAX MOTYYHE JPAKOHBI
CTapasiCh MOKa3aTh CBOMM T'OCTSM BCIO KpacoTy ux jgoma. Heba u rop. UToObl OHM MOYYBCTBOBAIH
YyXXYI0 patocTh. IIbsgHy0 U manbHyr0. TOpKECTBEHHYIO. . .

W BcTpewana rocter BCS CTpaHa BO IVIaBE C CAMUM KOpPOJEM AJUIappeeM M IOHBIM ITPUHLIEM
Muopu. OT HeTeprneHHsl OH C TPYJIOM MOT MOJJEPKUBATh CBOKO 4esioBedeckyro ¢opmy! Her, Her,
J1a ¥ paCKPOIOTCS MOJTYHOUHBIE KPbUIbs, MEJIBKHET XBOCTHUK C OCTPBIM KaJIOM Ha KOHIIE!

Moson npuni. Eme rmimoxo 3HaeT HayKy MacoK, HO éMy MPOCTUTENHHO 3TO cerofHs. He anbdoi
K€ B TOCTH TOXKaJOBaJIM, He (PEHUKCHI U HE THOMBL JI10MM M KUTCyHE CTYMalOT Ha MOUICHYIO
OeJIbIM KaMHEeM IUIONIRA b, aKKYPATHO CITYCKasIiCh CO CIIMH CBOMX MPOBOKATHIX.

JIBoe kutcyHe W uenioBek. CTpaHHasi KOMIIAHUS MO-MHEHUIO JIPAKOHOB. YIWBUTEJbHAA...
Nutepecnas. Ilotomy uto Takoro Hukorma He Obulo. [lOTOMY YTO HHMKOTJa €Ie JUCHl HE
MPUHUMAJIM B CBOIO CEMbIO YesoBeka. He cuurtanu ero paBHbIM cede.

— Pan npuBercTBOBaTh Bac B CBoEM nome.

Putyansnas ¢pasza. Takas xe crapas, kak u cam mup. Bol roctu. He Bparu, HO eme u He
npy3bs. Ha Bac He HamayT B CTEHAX 3TOr0 ropoja, B 3TOM JOME.

— MB&I HajieeMcs, YTO Koraa-HuOyab M MBI CMOXKEM MONPUBETCTBOBaTh Bac B Harmiem nome.

Xopom. Bee Tpoe oOsi3anuch mpuHATH IpakoHOB y ce0s. Ecnu Te 3axoTAT. A Ha caMmoM Jene
BCE€ 3TO ObLIA. ..

OObIuHast BEXKJIMBOCTbH, CKpBIBAaIOIasi 3a COOOM MHOTO OOJIbIlle, YeM Ka)KE€TCS Ha IepBbIA
B3nsiA. JIBe dpasbl. JlBa mpemioxkenus. BmecTe sBisitonpe co0o0il KJISTBY PaBHYIO JOTOBOPY O
MHUPE, 3aKITIOUCHHOMY MEXK]Ty HapOJlaMH IO CPEJICTBOM Opaka.

— Taxk cTpaHHO BHAETH Bac 371€Ch CITYCTS CTOJIBKO JeT, [lepBas... OObIMHO BBl HE CIUIIKOM-TO
JTOOUTE TIOSBIIATHLCS BO JBOPIIE.

Nmmeparop yibIOancs, HE OTPBIBasCh, BIIPOYEM, OT JOKJIAJa CBOMX INIHOHOB-TCHEH,
MPU3BAaHHBIX OXPaHATH ero cympyry. I[IpocTto Tak cmokoiHee... 3HaTh, YTO 3a THICSYA MUJb OT



Nmniepunt €CTh KTO-TO, KTO CMOKET 3alMTUTh TO, YTO MPUHAJICKHUT eMy. [[pakoHaMm OH J0OBepsi,
HO... Camomy mipocienuts npoire. Hagexxnee. Tem 6omnee, 4to Best HeoOxoanMas eMmy uHdopMaius
OKAa3bIBAETCS Y HETO Ha CTOJIE TOYTU MTHOBEHHO.

— He caumkoM-To Tl MHE paj, MOTOMOK. Bipouem, He BaKHO.

B conHeuHBIX Jydax OCJIEMUTENIBHO SIPKO BCIBIXHYIO 30JI0TO€ KMMOHO, paayrod OJecHYIU
JYHHBIE KAMHHU MCKYCHO BIUJIABJICHHBIE B yKpallleHUs, Jeria Ha UJealbHO Oellyl0 MacKy KpOBaBO-
KpacHas yibIOKa.

— J1o MeHs IO CIyXH 00 OJTHOM HEOOJIBIIIOM HUHIIMACHTE. ..

Cnoxuicss U pacKpbUICS CTapUHHBIA Beep, C)KUMAeMbli TOHKMMH PYKamMu ¢ Oe3ylmpedHbIM
MaHUKIOPOM.

A TOA MOTOJKOM TAaHIIEBAJIM JEHWBO B3MaxuBas y30p4aTbIMU KpbUIbSIMU mapa 0abouek. 1
MEJIbKHYJIA IadbHasi MbICIIb, TS HA HUX. ..

Omna Obl mopanoBanack... Paccmesiack. M o0si3aTrenbHO 4TO-TO pacckazaia. A oH Obl clyiay
€€ ToJIOC U OTJIbIXal.

CosiHeUHBIE 3alUMKM B OIPOMHOM KOJIMUECTBE CKakajiyd MO TOJIy BHUIIHEBOTO JIepeBa.
3abasHbie Takue! Becenble. Kak ynbpiOka.

A TmpoKa3NMBBIN BeTEp TaK U HOPOBUJI MepeMelarh OymMaru jexxarie Ha CToJIe, CMEIarh UX ¢
JIETIECTKaMH 1[BETOB, CTOSIIIIMX B Ba3€ OKOJIO JBEPEM, BEAYILIMX HA BEPAHTY.

— O BauIeil HaMBHOM U FOHOM K€HE... UTO BbI OTIPABUIIM €€ K... IPAKOHAM.

B rosioce sBHO cChbIIATIOCH HEAOBOJLCTBO. ETo mpHM ’KelaHUM MOXKHO ObUIO MOTPOrarhb
pyKaMH. A enie THEB. ..

Uro x, IlepBas Bcerma mpexie Bcero OJiroia CBOM MHTEpechl. TakoBbl Yk oHH, [IpaBsime
Panyxuoi Mnepuei.

— He Tonbko k HuM. Tlocie oHa OTIIpaBUTCA K OpKaM U APaKOHAM.

bespazanune. OH 3Hai, KTO cruitbHee. M 3To Obuta He TocThs. He Ta, KTO 1aim Hagaiao ero pomy.
IIpocTo Tak mony4usiocs... M moOTOMKH npeB30LUTA CBOUX PAPOAUTEIIEH.

— Bor ka-a-ak! Uto, MoxeT, u k 371b¢ham oHa emie oTrnpaButcs? Kak Bam uues?

Kou mnacmexanace. Crapanach YKycuTh MoOoibHee. YaapuTh mnepBoi. Ho 3To ObLIO
HEBO3MOXHO... He B ciaydae ¢ Exaem. Cnuikom xopormio oH 3Hai ee... CIUIIKOM OIMPOMETUYUBO
ObUIO C €€ CTOPOHBI OCTaBUTh KOTJa-TO JHEBHHMK B cTapoi Oubmumoreke. Tam, rae ero Haien
ATOT... MaJIbUYUIIIKA.

— MHe npeTuT MbICIh B CTOJIb CKOPOM BpPEMEHHU OKaszarhCsi BIOBLIOM, IlepBas. S emie He
yCTajl OT CBOEH KEHBbI MU CeMEeWHOM XU3HU. J[a 1 0 HacjaeaHUKe HaaA0 Obl OAyMaTh. ..

Kenumina B mioke 3aaoxHynachk... Hemwicnmumo! Her! OH He moxer Ttak aymars! WMom...
MOXET...7

— Hacnegauk...? OT 4eJI0BEUYECKOI. .. JKEHIIMHBI?

Kak ™Mbl cpa3y pacrepsuin Bech cBoi sii! Kak BaMm Takast MbICib? UTO KOTo-TO 3allOMHST U
Oynyr mouutarb Oonble Bac, Mmneparpuna Kou? YUrto uvenoBek momaput Mmnepuu Oymyiuero
Bmanpiky?

— A uto Takoro? Jlaga MHe Bce-Taku He uyxas. Bbl ke camu HactauBaiu Ha Opake! Ay He
MMOMHUTE?

HacrauBama. 1 cuntana ero oueHs BbIrogHbiM. HOo OHa maxe um He mpenamosarana, 4ro BCE
3aiieT HacToNbKO Aaneko! Jlymana, uyTo npoiaeT roa u Bee... He OyneT 3Toil ManeHbKO# 1eBOUKH-
yesnoBeka. OCTaHyTCs TOJBKO IIBETHI HA MOTHUJIE... A MOXET, HE OYAET U UX.

— ToJsibKO HE TOBOPUTE, YTO BBI... XOTUTE clesath ee MnepaTpuiiei.



A ronoc cpeiBaercs. poxunut. Hukak He XOUETCS BEpUTb.

A HaJo.

— Xouy. [la u Kacymu-caH 1aBHO MHE Ha 3TO HAMEKAET. ..

YepTsl IM11a UCKA3UJI THEB, HE OCTAaBUB OT ObUION KpacoThl U ciena. [lepen Brnagpikoit cTosin
3Beph. besxanocTHeii. Kak u oH cam.

— He 6p1Bath 3TOMY!! He mo3Bosto!

Brpyr B koMHare kak-OyATo moxoJionaino. MiHeem mOKpbUIMCH IIBETHI U MEOEb... 3aApoxKaiu
M 3a3BEHEJIM XPYCTaJIbHBIE Ba3bl, YTOOBI OCHINATHCS HA MOJ JEASHOW KpOWKOW... CKpBUIOCH 3a
Ty4aMH 30JIOTOU COJIHIIE.

— He no3Bosiute? Boi? [la BAaC HUKTO U HE CIIPOCUT, TOCTIOXKA. . .

B 305710ThIX I1a3ax mieckanach 3UMMHSS CTyxXa... M 3To Obu1o cTpalmHo.

— CoseT OyzeT NpoTuB...

[Ton motonkoMm 3arpemen cMmex. JKectokuit u xonoaHwli. Kak ceBepHbie 3uMbl. [IpekpacHsble.
CMmepTenpHBIE.

— Coset? I'ocrioxa, BbI 3a0bIBaeTe, uto S 3akoH u BiacTh B MMnepuu. M uTo moe cioBo —
pemaroniee.

3abbuta... He yuna... Tak mpocuntatscs!

— A Tenepb — BOH. I IBa)K/1bl TOBTOPSITh HE HAMEPEH. . .

OH eme He noroBopui, a [lepBoit yxxe He Obut0. He 1myTu co nb10M 1 3UuMOM. .. Jlaxke eciiu Th
— mams.

A Kacymu-gono npomaics. Co BCeM CBOMM pOAOM, MOTOMY UTO MPHUIINIO Bpems yxXoauTh. OH
Y TaK CIMIIKOM 3aJepKaycs B 3ToM mupe. Ero Jlopora yxe nexut nog Horamu. M TUXO 1enecTur
TbMa, IPOHU3AHHAs 3BE3JHBIMH JIydaMHM 3a CIHMHOM. JlJ1 HEro temepp €CTh TOJIBKO BEYHOCTD.
beckoHneunasl.

Ho chavama... CHauasia OH HaBECTUT CBOIO IJIEMSHHHIY. [ 4eloBeuecKyro IE€BOYKY Ha
KOTOpOIO BozJaran Oosnblime Hanexapl. Bo cHe. [loroMy uTo nnaue — Henb3s. [loroMy 4To cHlbl
HYXHBbI. Bee, 1o nociennen kamnu. Ha myts-gopory...

Ho yxe Bce xopomo... Bece caenaHo Tak, kKak HaJo.

Jlaga Oymer Mmneparpurieii. Tak ckazan Bnanbika. A 3HaUUT, U C €ro pojoM Bce OyIeT B
nopsiake. OH OyzeT )XUThb. A 3TO — IJIABHOE.

[IpekpaceH aBOpell IPAaKOHOB B CBOEM COBEPIICHCTBE JJUHUM U Y30POB. YIMBUTEJICH B CBOMX
TPaJULUAX UX MHUP. 3[1€Ch MOXHO JIOBEPUTCS KOMY YroAHo... J[OCTaroyHO cKa3zarh JUlIb mapy
¢dpas. U 3a Tedst yMpyT U YOBIOT.

A ecnu oz ceHbio HeOec 3a3ByunT Kisitea!

Torma Bcsi cTpaHa BCTaHET Ha CTOPOHY TOro, KOMY KJsiuch. [oBopsar, Biaasika Exaif Obut
yAOCTOEH 3TOoW 4YecTH. [IpaBma, KpoMe HECKOIbKMX IMOCBSIICHHBIX HE 3HAET 3a 4To. HO 3TO He
BAXXKHO. Beb KIIsIICS KOPOJIb.

— Jlenn, mO3BOJITE JIK BBl MHE. ..

Hauare m3pganeka pasroBop. Tak Aiutappes mompocuin apyr. M1 o He ortkaxer. IIpocrto
MOTOMY, YTO TaKWe€ TMOAApPKHU AENaroT ToJbko Tak. C mpenynpexaeHueM. UToObl HE pacKasThCs
MIOTOM B COJIESTHHOM. Bapyr BblifieT O0KOM OKa3aHHas MUJIOCTb. ..

Jlana ynbibanace, siBisisi coooit camo BHUMaHue. [1ycTh OHAa U He KUTCYHE, HO TPAAUIMU YTHT.
Hemuoro. Tonpko TOrja, KOrjla OHM HE UIYT B pa3pe3 C €e cOOCTBeHHbIMU. VI HU K uemy He



00SI3bIBAIOT.

— Caenatb BaM HEOOJIBIION MOJAPOK. .. MaJleHbKUH.

Kopu ¢ Musy nepensiHynich. OHU y)Ke MOHSUIH, YTO OyAeT KJarh uX rocnoxy. O0 3Tom xe
rosopui1 Mimnepatop. Ho Bot Jlana o Hem, moxosxe, 3a0bLia. ..

— Ecnm TakoBo Balie xenanue. .. Pa3se s BpaBe 0TKa3bIBaThCS?

O, ecnu ObI JpaKOHBI 3HAJIA, CKOJIBKO CHJI OBLIO MOTPAYEHO JJIs TOTO, YTOOBI 3alIOMHUTDH BCE
HIOAHCBI UX NPUIBOPHOTO ATHKETA. M CKOJIBKO HEPBOB MOTEPSIIM HECUYACTHBIE YUUTEINS, CEWUac
nonypo Opeaynme cienom! He mepeuects. He cocuutars. Jla U B AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTU 3HATh 00
TOM HUKOMY He Haj0... OCOOEHHO 0 TOM, KakK Beceauics Biajpika untast JOKJIaAbl O TOM, KaK 3TO
MPOUCXOANIIO, OT 3aXJICOBIBABIINXCS CMEXOM TeHeil.

— Pap, uto BBl He TpoTuB. OH OyAET X J1aTh Bac B Bamx koMHaTax. Kyna Bac npoBoaut AJb.

PsamoM nosiBuiics MalIeHbKUN 30J0TOBOJIOCHI MalBIMK, OACTHIM B MypPHypPHBIE MIAPOBAPHL. Y
HEro Ha pyKax Beceso OJecTenu OpacieThl, a B yXe — TOHEHbKas cepbra-1ernoyka ¢ MoABeIeHHbIM
Ha Hel jazyputoMm. CaMm OH ObUl cMyDIbId M cMmeuuviuBbii. Kazamoch, 4TO yiIbIOKa HaBEYHO
ITOCEJIMJIACH HA €T0 PO30BOIIEKOM JHIe!

— IIpomry Bac cienoBaTh 3a MHOM, Tocmosxal

Ero romnoc 3BeHen moj CBOJAaMH JABOpLA MOAOOHO IMEpe3BOHAM KOJOKOJBKIMKOB. M cepaue
HAMOJHSUIOCH PAJOCTHIO.

A ellle OH CTPaHHO MEPENISIHYICA cO cBouM KoposieM. CiioBHO Obl roBOps 'Sl Bce 3HAIO U Bce
caenaro. Bel MOKETE Ha MEHS OJIOKUTHCSA' .

W yHeccs Briepen, MOCTOSTHHO 30Bs1 CBOMX CITYTHUKOB.

A KOpOJIb OCTaJICsl CMOTPETH Beae yxonaumm. OH yibioancs. Beceno n HenpunyxaenaHo. Kak
koraa-to. B nponuioi xku3nu. CerogHst oH otaact noir. Eciu He Bech, TO XOTS ObI €ro 4acTb. ..

— IIpomry Bac, nemu... Croma! Bel 3Haere, 3o0n0Thle MOKoU Jydinme Bo JBopie. lloce
KOpoJieBckHuX, koHeuHo! Hy... moxer eme M3ympyanele Moryt notsirarbesi... Ho 3To He miaBHOE!
VY Bac Tam ecth caa! C poHTaHOM M phIOKaMu. A el IBETHI... Oue-e-eHb MHOTO 1IBETOB. ..

N Anb roBopuii, U ToBOpHII, U ToBOopwJI. Ha npoTspkennn Beero mytu. POBHO 0 TEX mop, MOKe
HE OTKPBUI JBEPh B KOMHAThI, TJIE€ Ha OTPOMHBIX IMOMAYIIKAX CHUJIENIa YeJoBedYecKas >KEHIMHA B
OKPY’KEHUHU TpeX MYXYUH U JBYX JeBylleK. Toxe yroner. Ho uMeHHO oHa cusna... I'pycTHO-
npekpacHas. Tak noxoxas Ha Jlaxy. inu naoGopot?

W o cBoAbI ABOpIIA B3yeTEN KpUK cuacThs. Kpuk cepana. Kpuk uccrpanaBiieiicst ayim.

— Mama! Mamouka!

N we ObU10 OOJBbIIIE HUYETO... TOIBKO pOIHBIC OOBATHS Jla COBIBIIMECS MeUTHl. Jlajga HakoHeI
YBHUJIENIACH CO CBOEN CEMBEM.

I'naea 19

S HauBHas U miynas. A ele rotoBas NoBepuTh BceM. Kaxkomy aare manc. Crars apyrom. o
TEX Mop, TOKa He OyJeT MPUUYMHEH BpEJl TeM, KOTO s CUMTAal0 CBOEH cembeil. He BakHO 1Mo KpoBH
unu HeT. [IpocTo Tak... momyuusnock. S nmpuBbikia Tak xkuTh. 110 mpaBmiiam cBoero pona. Ilo ero
TPAAUIUASIM.



be3ormsigHo 10BEPATH TEM, KOI'O CYUTAKD CEMBEN.

Kak y3Hath 310?

[IpocTo UM MOXHO JOBEPUTH CaMOE€ JOPOroe — CBOMX JAETEH, CBOE Oyayilee, MajIeHbKYIO
yacTUuKy cebs. Moxer, s KOrga-HuOyldb CMOTY CXarb B CBOUX pYyKax MaJIeHbKYIO PYUKY...
[Tokazarb MOEMY COKPOBHIIy BCIO KPacoTy XWU3HH, MOAapuTh eMy Mup... Eciu boruns Oymer
MMJIOCTHBA KO MHE... W HUcTionwieT MHe 3To cuacTthe. CuacThe ObITh MAaTEPhIO.

3anmInaTh T€X, KTO J0por MHe. M Tex, KTO HyKJaeTcsi B MOEH MOMOIIH.

[IycTh THI HE MOXEIb MOJHITH M€Y U BCTaTh B CTPOM BMECTE C BOMHAMM, YTOOBI 3alMTUTh
CBOIO CTpaHy... YMHPATh 3a Hee, MPOJIMBasi Ha IIEPYIO 3eMJII0 almyto KpoBb. He TBos To cynbba. He
st Toro boru co3manu Te0s KeHIMHONW. Tak HamucaHO B JIPEBHEM CBOJIE MPaBWJI, IOTOMY Kak,
3TO TOPE, €CIIM HaM MPUXOIUTCs Oparbes 3a opyxus. 1060 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO BCe OCTaIbHBIC yuuiu. U
ThI ocTanach ogHa. U tedbe Hekyna orcrynarts. [lozaau oM.

Ho moka 3TOro He CIy4uiaoCh, Thl MOXENIb HCUEIATh TEIO0 W JylIM BOWHOB. JlapuThk
HyXJaroummcs Hagaexay. O00psaTh yCTaBIIMX JIACKOBBIM CJIIOBOM.

[lmaub, korma Ha Ayme TOpbko U Tsokeno. Cre3bl O0JerdaroT Jyily, H3JI€YUBAIOT
KpOBOTOYAlME paHbl cepua. S e mory. Uto x, mycTh OyJeT Tax.

Bbynb BepHOI cBoeMy MYXy, MO0 OH TBOM 3allMTHUK U TBOS onopa. [Ipexie Bcero — Oynb emy
apyrom. BepasiM. MynpsiM. TeM, KoMy OH CMOXKET JOBEPATH BO BceM. [loTom Oyap Marepbio ero
naeTed. 3areM Xo3sWKOM J0Ma, TaKk Kak MeCTO MYXX4YuHbl Ha BoiftHe. JXmau ero, ecnu cymapOa
pasiyuriia Bac. Ml He Bepb T€éM, KTO TOBOPUT, YTO OH HE BEPHETCS, IMOKA CaMa HE BO3JI0KUIIb LIBETHI
Ha norpedaibHbIN KOcTep. ITO TIaBHOE... OCTadbHOE HE HACTOJIBKO BaXHO.

CMenmHo, HO MHE MOYEMY-TO KAXKETCS, YTO B ’TOM CMBICJIE MBI TOX0XHU Ha KUTCyHE. OHM B
MEPBYIO OuUepe/lb y4arcsi JIOBEpsATh, a MOTOM TOJBKO JIFOOUTH... bnaro, eciaum 3TU JBE TpaHH
COIPUKACAIOTCH. . .

TosbKO MHE, HABEPHOE, HUKOTIa HE TOKAAThCsA 3TOoro. He B 3ToM u3Hu. He B 3TOM y30p€. ..

(Jlama,
MecsIl 3Mes3, 7 AeHb OeJbIX HOUeH ).

Huxkorna He Momia nomgymars Kopu, 4To HECKOJIBKO JIFOJIE MOTYT OBITh HACTOJIBKO MOXOXH!
Jlaxxe mpeicTaBUuTh 3TOrO!

A cembs Jlaapl Obuta moxoxa. .. Kaxapli ee wieH yemM-To Ha Jpyroro. M 3To — He BHEIIHOCT.
Jlymma, ObITh MOXKET. ..

KurcyHe He 3Hama, HO 3TO BCE€ HE MOIVIO IPOMTH MUMO Hee He3ameueHHbIM. [IpocTo 31O
CIIMIIIKOM Opocayioch B TMa3a. buiao mogo0HO COJHITY, KOTa Thl BBIXOAMIIL MOJ €T0 JIACKOBBIC U
00KHUTAIONTME JIYYH U3 HEMPOTJISTHON TEMHOTHI TIEIIED.

A eme oHa 3aBujioBana. besomsiano. besmymuo. IloTomy uto y Hee gjoma HUKOTAa HE OBLIO
CpeIy WICHOB CEMbU TAKOM TEIJIOTHI U JIOOBU... A y €€ TOCIOXHU U cecTpbl — ObU10. U OT 3TOTO
CTAHOBUJIOCH OOJILHO U TPYCTHO. MHOTOXBOCTBIE BEJb HE YMEIOT TaK OE30IVISTHO JTIOBEPATH BCEM
cBoell cembe. Toapko M30paHHBIM MMM caMHMH 4ieHaMm. MHorma gaxe — uyxuMm. Ho Tak...
YT00BI MOXKHO OBLTO 0€3 OTJISIIKK CMEATHCS, YIbIOAThCs, T1akaTh! OO0HaXaTh AyIIy. ..

Heso3moxHo. HenmpaBuiibHO.

s ee pona.

N mosTOoMy OHa BIUTHIBAJIA B Ce0s1 TO OJIArOCIOBEHHOE TeIio ceiuac. 3neck. B kpyry cembn



CeBepHBIX OCTPOBOB, KOTOpBIE 0€3 pa3ayMHUil MPUHSIN €€ U Ha3Balu aodepbto. Kak u Kopu korna-
TO MPUHSUIA B CBOU J0OM keHY cBoero Mmmeparopa.

Briciias 4ecTh mo-MHEHUIO KUTCYHE OBITh MPUHATHIMU B poi... M Kopu Obuta Gmaromapna 3a
HEE 3TUM JIFOJSIM, JTa’KE€ €CJIM OHU W BKJIAJIBIBAIU B 3TO APYrO€ 3HAYCHHUE. ..

A cembs Bce-Taku ctpaHHas. HeoObraHasl.

['ocmoxka 3nmarocmaBa, mama Jlaapl, BbI3bIBAJIA B CEPALE MAJCHBKOW JINCUYKU CBAIICHHBIC
TpEIET, KOMM OHA MCHBITHIBAJIA PaHee TOJBKO Inepen Branpikon. OT Hee Besuio cuiior, xots Kopu
MOIIA MOKJISICTBCSA, YTO 3Ta XKEHIMHA HE BIAaJieJIa HU Karled maruu, He 1o, uro Mmneparop! Ho
YTO-TO OBLIO. ..

beuto! inu ona He npuHayiexut Kk poay Tymansumx pasym! Ho uro?

YMeHue nepxkarb cedsi TopIo U, B TO e BpeMsi, aOCOJIIOTHO HE BbI3bIBaloIe. Bpone kak 'S
MIPU3HAK0 TBOKO CUJITY, HO U Thl U3BOJIb CYUTATHCS CO MHOM'.

Hert, rocrioxxa CeBepHBIX OCTPOBOB HUKOIZIAa Obl HE CKJIOHWJIACh HU Tepell KeM, KTO Obl He
3aBOEBAJI €€ YBAXKEHUS. A OIYyYUTh €ro TpyAHO. [10uTH HEBO3MOKHO.

’KuBoe 30710TO BOJIOC CKpBHITO TOJ MOKphiBasioM. Mu3zy ¢ Kopu 3Hamu 00 3TOM, TOJBKO
noroMy, uto Jlaga korga-to 0OMOJBUIIACH, UTO Y €€ MaMbl BOJIOCHI MTOXOKH HAa COJTHEYHBIA MEJ.
V nuButensHo. Pa3Be coiHile ObIBaeT MeIOBBIM ?

Msirkast yBepeHHOCTh B CBOEM BJIACTU U CUJIAX, OTKPBITOE, HEXKHOE JIUIO, KTO-TO MOT Ha3BaTh
€€ HE OYEHb-TO U KPACUBOM, HO TOJIBKO JI0 TE€X IIOP, ITOKA HE 3ariIIHET B €€ IJiasa. ..

OrpoMHbIe ToNyObIe I1a3a ¢ 3aI0PHBIMH UCKOPKaMu cepeOpsiHoro 11BeTa. A 'y Jlansl onn Obuin
30JIOTBIMHU... 3HAaK KpoBU? Benb Takue ria3a He TOJIbKO Y 3TUX JIBOUX. ..

Hanpumep, y oueHb cTapoil »KEHUMHBI, CUIAILCH HAa MOAYIIKAaX MOAJIE TOCMOXHU 371aTOCIaBBbI,
OHU TOJyOble Kak He0O, HO Ha UX JIHE TUICHIETCS U3yMpYynHas 3eJieHb... Jlajga cka3aia, 4yTo 3TO ee
0abymka. U et yxxe moutu crto jer. Cro! Kak »3Tto Mano miusi kutcyHe! Ho st yenoseka...
HeBooOpa3sumo mHoro. Kopu CTaHOBHIJIOCH CTpaIilHO, KOTAa OHA MPEACTaBIsUIa, YTO JIET 4Yepes
MATHACCAT €€ Ha3BaHHas cectpa YineT. U He BepHyTh ee Oyner. Hukorna. I Hukomy. ..

Ho »sto Oymer eme He ckopo. OHa Hazaesnach Ha 9To. A moka... Ha Mwu3y moBucim aBoe
371aTOBOJIOCHIX Onu3HenoB-OpatbeB — BrnagucnaB u  CnaBomup. IymHbIX, Becenbix. J[Be
MOJIOBUHKHU OJHOTO I1€JI0T0, KaK UX Ha3Baiau goma. M 3To Oblia npaBna. be3 omHoro He Mor Apyrou.
N mosTOoMy OHM HUKOT/IA HE paccTaBAINCh. M B 3TOM uX cyacTthe... OTCyTrcTBHE OMHOYECTBA. UTO
MOKET OBITh XKeJlaHHee?

TosbkO 3THM fABa... yparaHa YK€ OLIyTMMO HAauWHAJIW JIEWCTBOBAaTh HAa HEPBBL. A OHA-TO
cyuTana, 4ro 3To Jlamy MHOTAa HEBO3MOXXHO BhIHOCUTH! Onmbanack... HekoTopele eme xyxe...
Ocobenno, xorma TpeOyrOT MOKa3aTh KaKOW-HUOYIb, CaMblii MaJeHbKUU (POKYC, OMHOBPEMEHHO
MIPOBEPSIst HACTOAIIME JIM Y KUTCYHE YIIIM, U CTPOSi a0COIOTHO HEBUHHOE BBIPAKEHUE JIMIIA, BECEIIO
no6JieckrBas YepHbIMU 1azaMu. He rinaza — oMyTsl. Y1 B HUX TOHENb. . .

Ha orpoMHOM MOAOKOHHUKE yIOOHO YCTPOMJIMCH JBE JAeBylIKU. OnHa, MO-BUIUMOMY ObLIa
KEHOM CTapliero ChblHa TOCIOXHM 3J1arociaBbl, BTopas — €€ Aodeppro. Mmammen. FOHble,
OTKPBITBIC, KUBBIE... VX cMeX 3Bydanm MY3BIKOW JUISl YCTalbIX CEpJEl], a KpacoTa MHOrAAa MOIIA
MOCOIMEPHUYATh C KPAaCOTOM HEKOTOPBIX JUC U ¢eil. Oabxa B 3TOM CMBICIIE MHOTO MPEBOCXOIUIIA
CBOIO CTapIIyl0 CEeCTpy, HO IO 3/IpaBOMY Pa3MBIIUICHUIO, OHA HE BbDKMWJIA Obl y KuTCyHe. He Ta
Ayla, He Ta JKakaa ku3HH... OHa 0oJibllie TOX0oauIa Ha pOOKUM 1IBeTOK. KOTOphIM MOKHO TOJIBKO
J000BaThcsl MO0 Uy)KO€ MPUKOCHOBEHHUE JUIsl HETO paBHOCUIIbHO cMepTu. Jlama xe... Komrouka.
[IBeTeT kpacuBo, a MOMpPoOOy TOJNBKO TPOHB! MHUTOM oIapanaeib pyKy J0 KPOBH Jia B MOIAPOK
YHECeIb ¢ co00M mapy aecsaTok koitouek! He cmoTpu, uto xpynka!



[Ipunsitast ke B pog Mwuna... Her, He To. XopoueHbkasi, KypHOcasi, pbpkas... C sSApKuMH
BECHYILIKAMHM W 3€JCHBIMU IVIa3aMH, MOXOKMMHM HA CKOUICHHYK), HEMHOI'O IOJCOXIIYIO TpPAaBYy.
Hukapka. Cpa3y BHAHO, YTO W3 MPOCTOro Hapoaa... OmHako cuibHAa. DTa 'M KOHS HAa CKaKy
OCTaHOBUT, U B ropsugyto u3dy Boiizet'! He xotenocs 661 Kopu nepecedbcsi ¢ Hell B TEMHOM JIECY.
CraTb Bparom Jyist 3TO CEMbHU.

B cany cupenu nsoe myxuud. Oterny u Opar. PamocnaB u ®@unuct. [losHble CrOKOWHOMN
YBEpEHHOCTH. BOWHBIL. 3alUTHUKUA CBOETO JIOMa W POAWHBL. MHavye u He cKaxelb. Y HUX ObLIN
OOBETpPEHHBIC CYPOBBIEC JIMIlA, MO3OJIMUCTHIE PYKM W TEMHO KaIlITAHOBBIE BOJOCHL [J1a3za cusnu
no0poToit 1 ydacTueM. A ele cuyacTheM. Bes ceMbsi HaKOHEI-To coOpaack BMecTe. [1ycTh Bcero
Ha CYTKM, HO — BMecTe. M ToJIbKO 3TO ceifyac camoe mimaBHOeE... 160 BTOporo mmaHca, BTOpPOi
BCTPEYM MOKET ObITh Oosble He ObITh. Cynp0a M Tak OKa3ajach CIMIIKOM OJaroCKJIOHHOM K

— A BBl O4YE€HB JIPYKHBI C MOEH JJOUEPHIO, HE TaK JIU?

MSrKuii rojloc, B KOTOPOM CIIBIIIATCS OT3BYKHM OBUIBIX CpakKeHUU. BBIBIIMX KOTna-To 1aBHBIM-
naBHo. Jlns moneit. He s kurcyne. Uro miig Hux necsarunerrne? Beero nuimbs MTHOBEHUE. . .

A Kopu u He 3amerumna kak mnomomen [naBa Poma ropHocraeB. Tuxo, Oecmrymuo... He
CMOTpH, YTO JIUIO Y€ BCE B IIPaMax U MOPUMHAX, YTO BOJOCHI TPOHYJIO JIYHHOE cepeOpo... He
3Hall OHa, YTO MEpe]a Heil 4eloBeK, cka3ania Obl, 4yTO 3Beph. C SAPKUMU TOPSIMMH [Ja3aMU IIBETa
JIaBaH/IblL.

Tak BOT KTO nogapwui Jlage ee 4ucThie OMYTHI, BUSIIME BCEX HACKBO3b. ..

— $1 Hazeroch Ha 3TO, TOCHOAUH. JIJisT MEHS O4eHb MHOIO 3HAYUT OBITh CECTPOM U JAPYroM
Jlagpr.

He nrare. He 31ecek u He ceifuac. Henb3sa, Henb3s, Henb3s1! Tolbko HE 2TOM cembe. TObKO HE
sToMy 4enoBeky. MHaue... lHaue HU O KaKOM JIOBEpUHU U peUHr HE MOXKET ObITh! A Tak Xouercs,
9T0 OBl €€ MPUHSUTH UMEeHHO OHu!

— BaxwHo... A 4514 TBOEro apyra »KM3HEHHO HEOOXOAUMO.

['ocrioxka 3marocnasa... [lomonma cpa3y ke, Kak MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO pPa3roBOpP HUJET O €€
pebenke. Otkyna? Heyxenu MoxHO 3HaTh He 3Has? Heyxenu 3anminarb MOKHO J1a’Ke BAAIU OT
cBoux aetrei? He chbliiia, He BUS, HO TOJIBKO YyBCTBYAL. . .

— Omn Benp moo6uT ee, Mot Jlaaymky. Ho momuut. [Touemy?

Cewmeitnbii nonpoc. Korma Bce 3a 0JTHOTO.

A Jlaga cmeetrca B camy. W neTsaT XpycTalibHble OpbhI3TH BOABI M3 (POHTAHA, KOTOPHIMU
Oppiratorcst Omm3Hernpl. M Musy 3amneTaroT KOCHYKH JaBe JeBymKd. OHHM TOXE YIbIOaroTCH,
o0CyK/1ast KaKyro JIEHTOYKY BILIECTH.

Kutcyne tepnut. Momuut. A Ha camoM jeiie — OnakeHcTByeT. Otapixaer. OH TOXKE HUKOTTIA
He 3HaJ Takoro goBepusi. Korjga He CMOTPST Ha TBOIO pacy, HO Ha Te0s caMoro.

— Iloromy uto oHa xeHa Biaaeiku. Mel HEe nonaeM npoTtuB cBoero MmMmeparopa, rocrioxa.
OH Befp... Halla 3anmTa oT Beunocru. ..

Msrkas yneiOka. Jlerkuit HakJIoH roJjioBbl. M ['maBa yxoguT B caj, MOHUMAs, YTO HE JJIsl HETO
npeactosumi pazropop. Kak u He mia ero nqouepu. He Hao TpeBOKUTH FOHOE CEPALIE, BIYCKAaTh B
HEro OCTPOE UyBCTBO BUHBL. MHOTAa HE 3HaHUE — OJaro.

— U Bce? Tonpko motomy, 4To MH3y BEpeH CBOEMY TPABUTENIO?

Kak oOBSCHUTH YEIOBEKY TO, YTO 3HAET KaXIbIi, Ja)ke camMblii ManeHbkui nuc? Kak
pacckasarb O TOM, MPOTHUB 4Yero He cropsT naxe boru? OOBSICHUTH CMBICT JIPEBHUX TPATULIUM,
KOTOPBIE CTapIle caMoro Mupa?



— He Ttonpko... Buaute nm, rocmoxka, Bnaasika m Jlaga moBenuansl Orhem! JKuBbIM
HACTOSIIMM, Mpa3aHUIHbIM! Mexy HuMH He BctaHeT HU JI1000Bb, HU Bpewms, Hu BedyHOCTS...
Onu ogHo uenoe... [lonenenHoe Ha 1BOUX. ..

CnoxxHo, TpyaHO oa00paTh ciioBa. Takue, Kakrue HyKHO. 3/1eCh U ceidac.

— Han numu gaxe Cmepth Teneps He BnacTHa! Jlama ke yhnaet Beien 3a Biiaapikoid, koraa
npujet BpeMs... OHM KpacHOM HUTHIO CBA3aHbL. TOHKOM-TOHKOM, HO Kpem4e Hee HeT... Mbl He
CMEEM MEIATh UM. ..

Mawma Jlage! yneiOHynack. ['pycTHO Tak, nedanbHo. I nonuMaronie.

— Tem Oosee, 4TO MOSI 10YB YK€ JIFOOUT CBOETO MYKa, TaK BEb?

ITokOpHO CKJIOHMJIACH aKKypaTHas TOJOBKA, YBEHUYAHHAS! CEPIMU YIIIKAMHU.

— S He 3Hat0, paccka3biBaia i Tebe Jlaga, Ho MBI TFOOMM OJIMH Pa3 B )XU3HU. Sl UMEIO B BU]TY
MO-HACTOSIIEMY, Cropasi U BO3POXK/IasiCh B CBOEM UyBCTBE.

— Yrto? Ho Toraa Tot nmoiyaJibd...

— Her. Ona He moOuna Xmana. Oto ObUIO TpocTO YyBIeueHue. llepBas, maxe He
BIIIOOJIEHHOCTh, a Tak... MlHaue Obl oHa Opocuiiach B MpONacTh 3a HUM He paznymbiBas. 1 He
BCIIOMHMJIA OBl O TOM, YTO BJIAJIEET CUIION MEHSTH CYIbObl. XOTSI B TOT MOMEHT, €/ U HEJIb3s ObLIO
3TOTO CAENAaTh...

JlpeBHUE nap-TIPOKIIATHE poja. YXOAUTh BCIE 3a TeM, Koro oouib. Ecim mo3san oH. Ecin
yien. Eciu ero Oosbllie HET 3/1eCh.

— A cBoero Mmyxa oHa Jroout. IIpaBna, cama 3Toro emie He MOHUMAET... MOXXET OHO U K
JTy4IIEMY. ..

A B MMmnepuu Obuta HOUb. 3Be3AHAsA, CBeXkas, Teras. OpaHKeBbIM CBETOM TOpPEJIM KPYIJIbIE
KpacHble (DOHAPUKM, CTPEKOTAIU IUKaJbl, Mena TAe-To Kykymka. Camoe Bpems ...
nyremecTus. B BeunocTs. [1o qoporam, KOTOPBIX HET.

N yxomun Kacymu-noHo. B momHOM ogmHOYECTBE, MOTOMY 4YTO TOJBKO Tak W Hanmo. He
oIS IbIBasACh Hazaa. Cxxuras 3a co0oil Bce MocThl. OCTaBisAs CeMblo, apy3el, ctpany. [loTromy uTo
IJE-TO, TaJeKo ero yxe xaainu. [Ipocto moromy, uro npunwio Bpems... OH U TaK CIHIIKOM JOJTO
OTOABHUTAJI 3TOT JACHb. boJbIe Henb3s!

— Ilo Zloporam CKBO3b HUTH KU3HEN UYKUX...

Mecto, omHako, BeIOpaHO xopoiiee... Henmameko ot BomomaoB. 37eCh BCErJja TaK XOPOIIO
otapixanock! I gymanocs... W, yero rpexa TanTh, JaK€ MEUTAIOCh.

ITo Geperam pociu CTpPOMHBIC IIJIAKY4YME€ WBBI, a HaJ BOAOM JHEM JeTanu uBoiaru. M men
conoBei... Tak... ymuButenbHo. Cpenu KamHEW ke, B TIIYOMHE XpPYCTalbHOW BOJABI, PE3BUIIUCH
cepeOpsHble ppIOKU. ManeHbKHe, C KpaCHBIMU TUIABHUKAMU. .. JKajb, 4YTO OH HE MOKET OCTaThCA.

— 1o 3Be3HBIM JTy4aM, [0 COJTHEYHOMY CBETY...

Kacymu-can caenan Bce uro mor. Orpaaui CBOIO CEMbIO, M03a00THIICS O OyaylieM CBOEH
meMsiHHUIEL. .. C manenbkoit Kopu Teneps Bce Oynet xopoimo. Jlaga mo3zaboTurcs.

— KpoBb1o cBOEH 11€eNU MEHSI CKOBABIIME YHUUTOXKY. ..

KpoBb He Boma. MHOroe mOMHHUT, O MHOTOM MOXET pPaccKas3arb... A y 3TOM IOHOU JIEBYIIKH-
YeJI0BeKa OHA MaxHET APEBHOCTHIO, CUJION U TaiiHoW. KTo OmarocimoBus TBoM poxa? Kakue cuiibl
TeOs Oeperyr? Ecimm maxke BedHOCTh HE MOXKET HHUYETO CHAENaTh... XOTS MbiTagack! Bemp Thi
J0JKHa OblIa yMepeTh Tora, koraa nepemsiena Hutu. 1 Musy toxe. U Becw Jlazypusiit poa! Ho He
CIIy4uJIOCh... I3MeHunoch Bee nBaxbl. KTo BMemancs? Kto oroasunyn pyky Cyab0b1?

— B nbuib o6pany... UToOb! yilTH. ..



Hagectuth ee uro nu? Iloka eme moxHo. IToka octaercs B pykax MraHoBeHue. IToka Bpewms
OJIarOCKIIOHHO. . .

— B BE€YHOCTB U3 KOTOPOU IPHUILE f1. ..

Bunanpika. beperu cBoto nmonoBuHky. Oxpansii. OHa Beab Takas ciabas u miynas. [la u tebe
Becesiee OyneT, ko oHa psagoM. Cam ke Ha3Bajl €€ CBOeHl. 3almTul, crac, yaep>Kajl U MOoAapul
BCTPEYY C POJHBIMH.

— YTOOBI YTPEHHUM TYMAHOM pPaCTasATh.

Mup ctan MonouHo-0ebM. [IpoHHM3aHHBIM CBETOM. A OTOM €ro HE CTalo...

N ymen crappii KuTCyHe. TOJNBKO OCTajach MPUMATOM TpaBa TaM, II€ OH CTOSUI €IIe
HECKOJILKO MTHOBEHHHU Ha3ajl.

— To1 3nuniscs, Kown.

[Tepoiii u3 Ceporo poma ymeiOanca. Ero Becenuio moBeneHue cBoed mrodoumon. Tak...
3aBu0BaTh. /axke peBHoBaTh! U koro! YUenosekal

— Jla xak oH mocmen! MeHs, CIIOBHO KaKylO-TO MaJIOJIETHIOKO A€BYOHKY! A pamu xoro?!
TeOs CIpalmBaio, pajau Koro? ITou... 3TOM. ..

Co CBHCTOM IPOHOCHWJIKMCH IBIIHBIE XBOCTBI, IOJHUMAS C 36MJIM Ty4YH IBUIH. S pOCTBIO TOPENIH
rina3a. CBepKaJid B TIyHHOM CBETE OCTPhIE O€JIble KIIBIKH.

A Cepsblil cHuzen Ha NOBAJEHHOM JI€peBE, MEPUOAMYECKH 4YTO-TO HAaWIpbhiBash Ha CBOEH
TOHKorosiocol ¢neiite. Ero H1 Bo BpeMs )KU3HU, HU TOCJI€ HEE HUKOTa HE BOJIHOBAJIA MOJIUTUKA U
OTHOILIEHUSI MEXIYy polaMH W 4jeHaMHu ceMbu. 3adeM? EMy M Tak O4Y€Hb HEIJIOXO KHUJIOCh.
OcobeHnHo, Korja mnesna Jaylia. ..

— Jlape. Ee 30ByT Jlaga.

HeOpexxno OporieHHas gpa3za, HO UMEHHO OHA 3aCTaBUJIA spU€ Pa3ropeThcs KOCTEP THEBA U
3aBUCTH.

— Ter1... ThI ee 3anmmaens?! Yenoseka?!

He nonsina. He ycnpimana. He 3axorena yBuaeTs. B Hamo Obl. ..

— Her. A npocto npu3Hato, 4TO OHA YK€ MPEB30IUIa TeOsI, KOUIIM. .. XOTS caMa 3TOTO €Ilie He
MOHUMAET.

[ok. U ymen rHeB, ornajia Ha TpaBy HEHABUCTh, pacTasiyia B TEMHOM HeO€ 3aBUCTb. ..

— Yro0...?

HeBo3moxHo! Korpa... Kak... [louemy...

— OHa ¥ cama He 3aMedYaeT TOro, 4To jaenaeT. I Hee Bce €€ KEeCThl, YIBIOKH MOMOIIb 3TO
camoe 00bryHOE Jeno. Jlaga moMoraeT BceM, BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT poaa... [IpocTo moromy, 4To oHa
— YeJI0BeK 110 uMeHu Jlaga. Moxer, oHa HHa4Ye-TO KUTh U HE YMEET. ..

W BcruibIBalOT B aMsITH BOCIIOMUHAHUSI, CBSI3aHHBIE C COOBITUSIMU, UYbUM CBUJIETENIEM OH CTall
abcomoTHO cirydaifHo... IIpocto Temu Joporamu ero mposena Cynb0bl. Mnu emie kTo. X0oTs 3TO, B
NPUHLINIE, HE BaXKHO.

bru3 prucoBOro mosns CTOMT MOBO3Ka. PE3HOTO KpacHOro JepeBa, ¢ 3aHABECSIMU U3 TSDKEIOU
[Mapud MU MPO3PAYHOrO ras3a, yKpalleHHas LBETAMH JWKOW CIMBHL... PSa0oM OAMHOKO macercs
THEJ0W KOHb C OENIbIMH HOCOYKaMU Ha HOTAaX M SHTAPHBIMU Ha MPOCBeT miazamu. CTpaxx MUPHO
CKy4aeT B TEHU OTrpoMHOTo jaepeBa. Emy Hekyna creumTh. Tem Oonee, 4TO €ro moaONEYHBIC
HaXOoJATCSl COBCEM Henaneko. Beero B mape necarkoB MeTpoB. Puc caxaror. ..

BoT 3T0-TO M npuBieKano BHUMaHUE. /[Be NEBYIIKH, YETOBEK U KUTCYHE, B IOPOTUX MJIAThIX C



VIBIOKOW TPYOMJIHCh OOK O OOK ¢ mpocThiIMU Jmcamu. Pepkumu. W momydamu ot 3TOro
YIOBOJILCTBUE. XOTS, €CIIU TOBOPUTH T10 TIPaBJE, TAKOE MOXKET OBITh TOJIBKO BO cHe. He pabGoTaroT B
MOJISIX MHOTOXBOCTBIE M3 IBeTHOrO pofa! He ux 3to aeno... [Ja u yenosek He npoctoil! Cama xeHa
Brnaapiku T0BKO cakaeT B OKPHITYIO BOAOW 3€MITIO 3€JI€HbIe cTeOeNbKu. .. CTpaHHO.

A mpocrtoil Hapon He kKocutcs. IlecHr moer na Haj WLIyTKaMH JIEBYIIEK CMEETCS, /1a U caM
noakanbiBaeT. He 3m00H0. .. Tak, jerkas, Ipyxeckas HacCMelIka. . .

Bo nBopue npa3gHuk. Bennkue u coBceM He M3BECTHBIE MEHECTPENH notoT aia Mmmneparopa
u ero rocter. Hagerorcs ObITh 3aMeueHHBIME. [100€e TUTh.

A y CTEHBI OTUHOKO CTOUT COBCEM IOHBIM W HAWBHBINA IOHOIIA, TOYTH pebeHoK. M uyTh u He
CJI€3BI KaTSTCA U3 €ro CUHUX ma3. He MOHpaBMIINCh CTPOTUM CYyIbsIM €r0 ECHU. PaCKpuTUKOBAIH,
YHU3UJIIU, 37I00HO OoAepHYIH... [locmesnuch. A OH ke Trcall U MeJ He pajid U3BECTHOCTHU! A 4TOOBI
cep/ria Iiakajid U CMEsUTHCh. .. BMecTe ¢ Menoaueit QiienThl.

Bort yxe u cinyxanka uaeT k HemMy. HaBepHska, 4ToObI TPOTHATH. ..

— l'ocioguH. .. ['ocnogun, Mos Jleau npocut nepesaTrs BaM 3TOT CBUTOK.

B pyku noxutcst ToHKasi Oymara, nepeBs3aHHas BMECTO JICHThI TapOi 30J0ThIX OpacieToB. A
HA HEW aKKypaTHO HalMCaHO BCETO Mapa CTPOK.

'TToi1, Menectpens. He juist 3TUX apucTOKparoB Mo, a At mpoctoro Hapoaa. OHU MOUMYT U
YCIBIIIAT TO, YTO ThI X0TeN ckazarb. M He ocynar. [loi u urpait. MO0 He mpomanu TBOM CTapaHbsl.
N60 cymen ToHECTH ThI CJIOBA XOTA OBl JO OAHOTO cepaua. ..

Spkum, XKapKuMm IUIAMEHEM BCIIBIXHYJIA B CEpJILIE€ HAAEXKIa, 3aCHsUIM IVla3a, HAIUIM Ty, YTO
noHsuta. mmeparopckyro keHy, KoTopasi yibl0anach, IS Ha HETO, TOJbKO Kpaemkamu ryd. U
BBICITICH HArpaJion Jijisi HETO CTaj0 MEJbKHYBIIEE HA JIHE JIAaBaH IOBBIX IJ1a3 0JI00pEeHUE.

ToJIbKO HE 3HAJI ATOT IOHOWIA, YTO U Braapika ero 3ameTu. . ..

— BbI 0J1aroCKJIOHHBI K ’TOMY MallbuuKy, *KeHa. MHE MOKHO HAUMHATh PEBHOBATh?

YcmexaroTes 30J10ThIE T71a3a, MOJAKAJIBIBAKOT. . .

— TloctynaiiTe kak xotute. Bare mpaBo. A Moe — ynbIOaThCsl TEM, KTO 3TOTO JOCTOMH.

Pa3roBop Ha rpaHu ciaplMMOCTH. TOJIBKO MEXAy 3TUMH JByMs. I HE MX BHHA, YTO €T0
YCIIBIIAJ €UIE U YILE AL H.

— A OH pa3Be TOCTOUH 3TOM MUJIOCTHU?

— Koneuno. I[lotomy 49TO y HEro €IMHCTBEHHOIO B IECHE XWJIA Jyllla, a HE JIEIIHOE
MAaCTEPCTBO. ...

DOTo nMIb ABa ciay4yas W3 MHOTHX YBUJEHHbIX. He meHee 3amomuHaronmxcs. He menee
Ba)KHBIX.

JloOpo He 3a0bBaeTcs. OCOOCHHO 3/1€Ch, TJE MOMOIIL APYTUM — PEAKOCTb. 1€ MCKpEeHHSss
yJbIOKa CTOUT Ha BEC 30J10Ta.

— Ee momusat. Muorue. 1 o Helt moisitcd boruae Tak, Kak He MOJIMIIMCE O TeOE. ..

I'naea 20

B xu3Hu 4denoBeka ecth coTHU U Thicsiun '[Ipomait' u '{o cBumanps'. MHorma aGCOMIOTHC



MPOCTBIX, IOBCEIHEBHBIX... TaK MPOIIAIOTCA, YXOIs B MOJIE HA CEHOKOC, COBEPIICHHO TOYHO 3Ha,
4yTO K Beuepy BepHelbes. Wnu rymsate. He BaxHO kyna! XoTh B JieC, XOTh B TOPBL, XOTh B CTAPYIO
n30y Ha Kparo nepeBHH. [IpocTo Ha camMoM mopore B TakhMe MOMEHTHI KpukHemnb '[loka!' u
yHecelbecs. A MaMa OyJIeT TOJIbKO KadyaTh r0JIOBOM BCJE] HEYCUTUYMBOMY PEOCHKY.

Eme npommarorcs, Korna Hajgo ye3Karh KyAa-TO OYEHb JAJEKO. 3a ThICAYM MUJIb, 32 COTHHU
MOpei, 3a necaTku jecoB. ITo '[Jo Bctpeun!' roBoputcs co ciaeszamu Ha miazax. M Hagexon Ha
cKopyto BcTpeuy. Mnu He ckopyro. Kak momyuurces. ..

A emte... Tak eme OTIIYCKarOT CBOMX JAE€TEU B MUP. 3aMyXK JIM OTHAIOT JOYb WJIM ChIHA KEHST, B
JaJIeKoe TUIaBaHbe Ha Kopabyie C OTrpOMHBIMU O€NbIMH MapycaMu KOTOpBIE YKe Tperuier
HETEPIETUBBIA BETEP UM BMECTE C KApaBaHOM OOTaThIX KYIIIOB. 3/1ECh €CTh TOJIBKO OKHUAAHUE. ..

Xyxe, Koraa MPUXOAUTCS MPOIAThCA C TEMHU, KTO YXOOUT B APYroM poi, Apyryro pacy. Kak
yxonuia ManaHbs u3 Hamero 3aMka. K opkam ymuia... Y ponHsie He cMoImin oTroBopuTh. IIpaBna,
TOBOPST, CYACTJIMBA OHA, Kak ObIBAIOT HEMHOTHE... TOJIIBKO C pPOOUTENSMH U CECTPOM PEeIKO
BUAUTCS. 3AE€Ch NaKe €NMHUYHAs BCTpedya — Harpana. [lepeceuenue B3misigmoB — aap boros. Ho
JaXke 31eCh €CTh HaJexkaa. .. Jloub )KuBa, 310poBa U cyacTinba. [103Tomy Bce xopoo. ..

A ... S mpomanack Ha Bek. [loTomy uTo He 3Hato, nogaput iu MHE Cyap0a ene OnHy TaKyro
BCTpeuy. MoxeTr — yMmpy, MOKET — HeT. J[axke yke He rajar, He IUIAaHUPYIO 3aBTPAIIHUAM JICHb. ..
Hu k yeMy 3TO B cTpaHe MHOTOXBOCTHIX... B MoeM HOBOM nome. A ymura. He cama, HO Bce #
Taku... Sl 3Har, 4TO JOMa BCe B mopsake. Poguble — uto co MHOM Bce xopomo. M 3to —
cyacTbe... Majoe, riayrnoe, HAaMBHOE, HO — CYacCThE. . ..

Camoe crpammHoOe, KOrna MPUXOOUTCS TOBOPUTH '[Ipomai...' ymenmmm, cMOTps Kak ajble
A3BIKM TIJIAMEHHM YHOCSIT JAYIIYy JOPOroro Tede 4eyioBeKa... A pyKH COKMMAaIOT OyKETHK IIBETOB...
Pasubix. Kaxxmomy uenoBeky, yumeamemy, TaH CBOM LBETOK. MeHs MpoBOXKarh OylIyT TOPHOM
JIaBaHJI0OM U OlyBaHYMKaMHU. ..

TonbKo s HaEIOCh, YTO 3TO OYIET HE CKOPO...

(JTama,
MecsIl 3Mes3, 12 1eHb OeNbIX Houeh).

Ha camom kparo ckaibl, 4TO BO3BBIIAETCA HAJ MOPEM B CTPAaHE IPAKOHOB CTOMT OAUHOKAs
yenoBedeckas purypa. Kusokenku. Jlasi.

Mopckoii CcoJieHbId BETEp TPEIUIeT, MyTaeT €€ MEJOBbIE BOJIOCHI, TO PE3KO Opocas ux €d B
JIMIIO, TO MSITKO OTBOJS, CPBIBAET CO IIEK XPYCTAJIBHBIE CIIE3bl, YHOCS U3 JANEKO-AANeKo. Tyna, rae
OTH KallJli BJAary, IOXOKME Ha JIParoleHHbIC KAMHH, CTAaHYT NOXKIAEM. JIETKUH, IIEIKOBBIM ILJIAIL
CTEJIETCS 3a €€ CIIMHOM MOofoOHO OenbiM KpbulbsiM. OUeHb MOX0KUM Ha JApakoHbU... KpykeBHble,
JIETKKeE, MOX0KHE Ha OTPOMHBIE Mapyca BOJIIEOHbIX Kopabnei. XoTh U3/1ajiu U He pa3o0parh BCETo
aTOro... Benp He mns dyxkux Bce 3T10. Takke kak u He i cBouX. Hu 1t KOro Ha 3To# 3eMuie.
Haxe ecau te1 — bor. IIpocro....

WNHorna kM3HEHHO BaXXHO MOOBITH ogqHOMY. U moaTomy Jlane HukTo He meman. Hu kurtcyne,
HHA apakoHbl. He cmenm mpocto. Iloromy 4ro BcmomuHare Hano B oxuHo4ecTBe. [loTromy 4rto
naMsTh y Kaxaoro cBos. I mecta B Hell HeT HUKOMY. /laxke ecnm TeOs Ha3bpIBarOT OpaToM Wb
CECTpOH. ..

[Tpocto mpuiuio BpeMs OTIycKarh cBoe mpouuioe... Jloporoe, cBsameHHoe. To 4To ObLIO0, HO
npouuio. Ho He mepedepkuBarh €ro, a Omupasch Ha MNPOKHUTHIE TOAbl, Ha BOCIIOMUHAHUS W
TpaauUK CAeNarh wmwar Baepea... [IpunsaTte To, yto Oyner. Hazarh cBOUM JOMOM MecCTO, T/€ TeOs



MOYTH MOCTOSIHHO MBITAIOTCS YOUTH. [[pU3HATh CBOEH CeMbel HE TOJIBKO JIFO/ICH, HO ... KUTCYHE.

Hauarno ocenu Bcerna 6nu10 100MMBIM BpemMeHeM rofia y Jlaael. Bpemsi, kora aepebs ele He
ObUTH 30JI0THIMH, @ TaK, HEMHOTO KEJIT€JI U OT 3TOTr0 Ka3ajoCh, YTO U3YMPYIHO-3EJICHYIO JTUCTBY
OKYHYJIU B Kpacky. A 1oJjist Hao0opoT cusiiu 3050ToM! OcobeHHo nieHnyHble. M TaM-To Bee ObLIO
Hao00poT. 3ejieHb ObUIa YAMBUTEIBHO OCBEXkaja 3TO Mope. BmpoyeM, Kak M CUHHE BaCHUJIBKU C
PO30BBIMU YaCUKaAMU.

A emie oceHblo y MenbHUKa Hukonbl mocneBanu si0moku. KpacHble, cOuHble, HAJIMBIIMECS 32
JIETO COJTHEYHBIM CBETOM M JOKJeM. TOJBKO BOT Oeda, CTEpPEer MX XO3IUH MEJbHUIIBI TyIIe 1J1a3
cBouX. OT BCIKHX... JKEJIAIOMMX MOJAaKOMHUThCS B oOmiem, U oT Jlaael ¢ Pomom m Mupom — B
gacTHOCTHU. [loTOMy 4TO 3TO cTayio yKe Tpaaulued — CTAHYTh napy sonouek. X vu pyramu. U
KaKk IOoAO03peBalid camMu AeThu — Hukoie 3TO AEHCTBUE JOCTABISJIO HU C YEM HE CPAaBHUMOE
ynoBoJibcTBUE. [[oTOMY Kak OH U caM 4aCTEHBKO YrolliaJl UX ’TUMHU caMbIMU sibjioukamu. [IpocTo...
Kuth ObUTO Beceneid, Korja KTO-TO MbITaeTCsl T€0s pa3BeceNuTh... [IycTh U TaKUM TPUMUTUBHBIM
CIIOocO0OM.

[TosTOMYy B TOT JIEHb U MOKHO OBLIO YBUJIETh HEPA3IYUHYIO TPOUILY CHASIIEH 1Mo 3a00poMm, 3a
KOTOPOM HaYMHAJIUCh MPOKa3bl, U NpuAyMbIBatower ouepeanon miad. Her, I1nan. Tonpko Tak u
TOJBKO C O0JIBITION OyKBHI!

— Yro nenatb-To Oyaem?

Mup u Pon Torna roBopuiiv modT XopoMm. Jla u nymanu-to onuHakoBo. [loaTomy u mpo3Banu
ux Onu3Heniamu. MoJi, Aylia oaHa Ha ABOMX, IapOM YTO rofl pa3HuIlbl. [IpocTo BTOpas mojgoBHHKA
3ajiepkaiach y BeUHOCTH U HE cMOTrJ1a MPUUTH B MUP BMECTE C OpaTom.

— Houbto He nposne3Ts... Jla u Boskoxas He nact... Bunena, kakoro mca Belpactun? Takon
JIATNOW JIETOHBKOM XJIOMHET — IMOCJIEIHUHN TyX BhIIMOET!

Barpyctaynu netu. 3agymanuck. Ho BOT yxe xuTpas yiblOKa pa3ropaercsi Ha JETCKOM
JUYUKE, 3aCUsIIA O€COBCKUE OTOHBKH B JIaBaHIOBBIX T1a3ax!

— A wMbl ero ycemuM... MHe Mapda HemaBHO TpaBKy TOKaszajga CHEHHaTbHYIO,
3aroBopeHHyro! Jlemmii He OTKaXeT, €CIM MOMPOCUM. ..

CyacTivBble BOCIIOMHUHAHUS W3 JACTCTBA MNPOIUIBIBAJIM II€PE] BHYTPEHHHM B30poM Jlaswl
OJ0OHO KapTUHKAM M3 KaKOT0-TO JAJEKOro Mpouuioro-oyaymero. OHa BbIpOcia U TENephb IPYyrue
Oynyt npokazHuudarb y Hee nqoma. He ona. U He Pox ¢ Mupom. [IpocTo neTcTBO KOHUYMIIOCK...
Yuuio B cTpaHy, i€ )KUBYT [IBETHBIE CHbI U MEUTHI.

A sa6m0ku Torma oHu Bce-Taku goctanu! [IpaBna 6e3 mpowuciiecTBuii He o6omwiock... Ho kak
CMeEsUICS. MEJIbHUK!

SIpkOo TOpUT KOCTEp HAa MECTE CTapbiXx pa3BanH. KMeETcs MO yriaMm-IenepaMm-KycraM
TeMHOTa. He cmeeT momonT U MPUYUHUTE BpPEa CUISIIMM BOKPYr CBeTa. Jla M HE CTpallHO WM.
CoBceM-coBceM. Hy... MOXKET TOJIBKO CaMyIO KamneJbKy.

— MBI Benb Beerna Oyznem BMecTe, rpasja’?

Jns manenbkoit Jlaapl 3TOT BOMPOC Toraa ObUT OAHMM M3 CaMbIX BaXHBIX. Benpb ee npysei
OTIPABJISUIM YYUTHCA B IIKOJIY BOMHOB MpHU cTojuie. Ha menasx Tpu roma! DTo Xe MOUTH 1Hesas
’KHU3Hb, KaK UM TOT/Ja Ka3aJioCh. ..

— Koneuno!

— He comuesatics!



JIBe ynmbe10ku. /{Ba B3rsma. JIBa pemnieHusl.

— A 49t00BI THI HE OYCHB TPYCTHJIA U TTOYAlle HAC BCIIOMUHAMA. ..

— MB&1 napum tebe 310!

Ha manpuuieckux JafoHsIX jexano mo odepery, B (popMe MCKYCHO BBIPE3aHHBIX JIEOSTUHBIX
nepbeB. CemeitHbix. KpoBHbIX. [logapuTh Takue 3HAUYUIIO MPUHATH KOTO-TO B CBOIO ceMbIO. CTarh
oOpaTUMOM TOMY, KTO MPUHSIT ATOT Jap.

— Pe0sra...

N nHa mewm manpaukaM omyckaercs apyrod obeper. IlogeneHHoe Ha JBO€ COJIHIE C
BBIPE3aHHBIM Ha HEM ropHOCTaeM. UTo ObI 1 OHM HE 3a0bIIN CBOIO MAJICHBKYIO IIOCECTPHILY. . .

Manpuriku yiuui u3 Kpenoctu Ha 1esbIx Tpu rofa. 1o ke Tak MmHoro! Tak gymanocs. Koraa-
TO naBHO. A ceituac Jlama moHUMaeT, 4To 3TO OE3yMHO MaJlo, €CJIM CPABHUBATH C 1€JIOM KU3HBIO.
Bce otHOcutenbHO. Bee paznmuuno. M y Kaxaoro cBos mnpasnaa. Tak ke Kak U CBOE€ MOHUMAaHME
BPEMEHU, )KU3HU U CYJIbOBI.

Her nyumero mecra serom, Hexenu Jjiec. C ero TaiHaMu, 3arajkaMd W 3arlOBEIHBIMH
TponaMmu. 3BEPbMHU U NTUIAMU JIJIs1 KOUX OH SIBIISIETCS JOMOM. A elle /It MHOTUX APYTUX, KOTOPBIX
MPUHSTO Ha3bIBaTh MaJbIM HapomoMm. Mnammeit pacoit. Tak Obu10... mpunsto. Ho Jlamga cuurtana
3TO HECIPABEJIUBBIM.

YeMm OT apyrux pac OTIWYAINCH JIENME € BOASHbIMU? ManeiM oTrojgockoM cuibl? Ho
OOJBIIMHCTRBO JItO/Iel He Biajenu e BooOme! He narpaguna boruns... XoTs, U Hee J€TbMU OHHU
obutn. He npunaaniexxanu onu ei... Takxke kak Bpems u J[1000Bb. ..

— anb BonsiHoi, a asaae BonstHol! Hapeu kyBUIMHOK, HY HapBH!

Manenskoit Jlaga Torma Obuta. ['mymoii. Becero miects pa3 BcTpeuana 3umy... Kyma tam 1o
ocTtopokHocTu! He ymena Tem jeToM oHa OBITh OCTOPOKHOM. TOIBKO BOT, K CHACThIO OKa3ajioCh
3TO...

— Kro mymut? Bcero pwiOy pacmyran, o3opHuk! BoT kak cxBady ga yramnly B o3epo. bymenin
3HATh, KaK CIIaTh MEIIATh BOJHOMY HapoO1y...

— He coBpanu mapuau! 1 Bopsme BoastHoit!

A cuactes-To cuacthsi! He cuects, He nmepecuntars. I coBcem HeT crtpaxa... Hu kamenbku
JIrobomnbiTcTBO — 1a. Tonpko u cieam, kak Obl B BOAY MOCETUTENb He HaBepHyics! UToOwI C
HasiIaMU MOOJMKE MO3HAKOMUTHCS. .. J1a MUSIBKAMU U JISTYIIKAMU.

— Yero Tebe, manpuuk? Crynan Obl mono0py-no3a0poBy... He BuauIIb, HE B HACTPOCHUU 4,
a?

W coBepilieHHO HEOKUJIAHHBIA OTBET... Jla TakuM OOM>KEHHBIM TOJIOCOM, YTO CTAPUKY JIAXkKE
CTBIIHO CTaJo...

— Camu Bl Masbuk! He BuauTe 4TO JIM, YTO A AeBOYKA?

IIpurnsanencs BoxsgHoi. IlokpacHen 10 caMbIX KOPHEHM CBOMX MYTHO-3€JIEHBIX BOJIOC... Tak
omnowmars! J/leBouky HazBaTh ManburkoM! Ctap crai...

— Pa3Be a1 noxoxa Ha masibunka? Hy ckaxwure... [an4!

[Toxoxa... Jlo 6e3ymus moxoxa Ha MaJBRIOHKY. Bce MUI0 M pyKH B cCaJuHax, Ha IITaHaxX Ha
KOJICHSX 3aIl1aTKu... I cuHskoB-TO, cuHsSIKOB! ThMa TeMymas! A B3misig 030pHOM... C HCKOPKOM.
TOJIBKO U TTOHATH, YTO HE NTAPEHEK, 110 JJIMHHOMW, [[BETa TEMHOI'0 Meza, KOCeE. ..

Ho pa3Be Takoe ckaxenb JeBOYKE?

— Her... 910 s oumb6cs. .. CipocoHbs HE pa3riIsaeil.



['HeB MTHOBEHHO CMEHSIETCSI HA MIJIOCTh. A MUJIOCTh Ha CMYILIEHUE. . .

— Taxk s Bac paz0Oynuna? O, mpoctute! S He 3HanA...

— Jla Huyero... Yero yx Tam! Tel mydme ckaxu? 3adem moxainoBaina. Hu B Ku3Hb He
MOBEPIO, YTO TOJBKO U3 JIFOOOMBITCTBA!

Eii Torga HyXHBl ObUIM KYBIIMHKH. MaMme Momapok Ha J€Hb POXJeHbs. BoT u momma K
Bonsnomy... He moGosinace! /la eme nmotom y Jlemero siron BeiToprosaia nociaiie... OHa Toraa
ObL1a TaK CYACTJIUBA, JyMasi O TOM, KaKO! CIOPIPU3 YCTPOUT Mame!

A maMsTh BeJET Bce Aajblie. .. M meckoM CKBO3b MaJIbIbl yOeraeT mpoInioe. . .

3a OKHOM BOET BbIOTa, a JI0OMa TEIUIO U MTaXHET TpaBaMM. A €Ille BECEJIO TPELar JpoBa B IIEUKE.
N bapcuk nexur, npuxkaBumch K JlaauHomy OOKy, M MOET CBOIO MeceHKY. I CKBO3b apemy,
TSOKENYI0, BSI3KYIO, KaK KHUCEJb, JEBOYKE CIBIIATCS rosioca poaHbix. Jloporo momsm obxoasTcs
BcTpeun ¢ kutcyHe! Ox, noporo! OcobeHHO Korna yaaeTcsi yBUJIETh MHOTOXBOCTBIX 0€3 Macok. A
Jlapa Bugena... Tonbko Moiyaa, Tak Kak Ja)ke TOrZa B MOJIy3a0bITbU TOHUMAJIa — CKaXu U Te0s
yobtoT. [IoTOMY 4TO Helnb3s MoCcTaBUTh OsoKka oT ux maruu. Het Takoro mmra! He cymectsyer ero!
A OHa IMOMHUT BCE... XOTS €M U MOMBITAIUCH CTEPETh NMamsATh... He cymenu. Cinasa Oty Bpemenu,
4TO HE 3HAIOT ATOTrO0 JIMCHI! UTO 1ake HE MmpearonararoT Takoro ucxonaa!

— Uro nenars Oymem, 3nmarocnaByiika? Bulllb kak 1eBOHbKE Halel Tsokeno... CIOBHO ayiiry
el ckoBayii. Hukakue TpaBKHM 3aroBOpeHHbIE MOUM HE MOMOTal0T, MapduHbl 3aKksaThs 1€JI€OHBIE
CJIOBHO PacceuBaeT KToO...

A eil xouercsl BCTarb, YABIOHYThCS, YCIIOKOMTh Mamy U 0aOymiky. Cka3arb, 4TO ¢ HEHl Bce
xopomo. Ho cuit Het. Jla 1 B COH KJIOHUT IMOCTOSIHHO.

— bosizHO MHe, MaTyiiKa, 00s3H0. UTo ecnu Mbl ITUYKY Hally notepsieMm? He cymeem cOepeub
ot dopor u Beunoctu?

Mawma 4yTh He maverT. JpoxanmMu pyKkaMu NONPaBIseT OJEII0 T0YEPH.

— CymeeM... [Jomxkubl!

Brrranmnm ee Torga cuurai yxe ¢ camoro Hadana Jloporu. Cnaciu. Tosibko oka3zanock 4TO
JUIsL TOTO, 4TOOBI OT/AATh CIycTsl ABeHaAnarh jJet. CypoBa u HacMmenuinBa Thl Cynp0a. Miu 3Toro
»kesaeT BeunocTs, TBOSI X03sika?

— Hy ckaxu MHe, CKaxH, Kak J04b s Mory otaarb?! Jlucam, o0OpOTHSIM HpOKIATHIM? OT
cep/lia IUTs pOAHOE Jia TI0O0MMOe OTOpBaThH?!

Mot oreny Ha cioBa Marepu. Imasza orBogut. [loToMy 4TO 3HAaeT — He chaelacub Mo-
XOpOoULIEMY, 3aCTaBsAT mo-mioxoMy. Iloromy uto nmapel Mmmneparopckue yxe B3SITBI U MOAEIEHBI
MEXTy IPYTUMU KHS3BSIMU. ..

— 3a Binaapiky ux otnats... Ha cMepTh JT1OTYIO OTIPABUTS. . .

3nmarocinaBa He 3amiader. CHJIBHO BOCIUTAHME J1a BOWMHCKasg KpoBb. HO cMUpUTBCI —
HUKorna!

— Tol ke mpexpacHO TMOHUMAEIIb, 9TO Oylnb MOS BOJS — OTKazajd. Ho MHe HOX K ropiy
npuctasmwin! JIn6o tak, mu60 BoitHa. Ham. Ot Bcero Cogera.

Hsing Hudero He roBopuiia, Bsazaia. [llapduk Tenmslii Ha 3UMy. ..

— A Tbl, yTO MOnuuib Haus?! Hy ckaxu xoTs cioBo! Yreub... [TocoBeTyii!

— A 41O TYT ToBOopuUTh, Muiasg Mosi? Heuero. IITuuky-TO Hamly nmpomayu... JIFOAW 3JIbIE A



HenoOpsie! M cienarbk ¢ 3TUM MBI COBCEM HUYETO HE MOXKEM. TOIbKO OOy4HUTh /a MOATOTOBUTH
Jlagyniky k yyacrtu ee...

OnHu Tak W He y3Hanu, uto Jlaga crosna 3a nBeprio U Bce-Bce cibimana. M nmnakamna. Momya,
3akycuB 3y0aMH MaJI€HbKYIO JIAJIONIKY. .. YTOOBI HE yCIBIIIAIH.

— Mapda, Haydn MeHs CJI0BaM 3alOBEIHBIM !

I'maza — xameHsb, rojioc — crtajib. BopoHeHas na 3BeHsm@s. [loroMy 4To Bce — pelieHo.
[ToToMy 4TO BCE — HU3BECTHO.

— 3adem Tebe onn? Hu k uemy... TeOs u Tak TyT BCE 3HAIOT J1a CTEPETryT-OeperyT.

Yto npasaa, To npasaa! Bee npumisasiBaioT, 6emy oTBoIAT. .. Ho He cymenu Oypro OTBEpHYTH!
He cGepernu... Jla u ve cmornu 0b1! Kyna Manomy Hapoay z1a Jt0asiM 10 KUTCyHE?!

— Hano. Hapo... s k kKuTcyHe ckopo yeny... Tam crepedb Hekomy Oynet... CaMoi npuercs
o ce0e 3aboTurcs. ..

— Kak k 06opoTHAM?!

C m1yxum 3BOHOM pa3zOuBaeTcst 00 Mmoj KpelHKa co cmetaHoi. Ho bapcuk He cenmT cniacarb
HEUYassHHOE JJaKOMCTBO... [loToMy uTO TOXe — TOHI. UTO MOAPYKKY CBOIO HE YBUAUT OOJIBIIE. ..
Yro HekoMy OyIeT modecaTh €ro 3a YIIKOM U PHIOKH HAJIOBUT. ..

— Bort Tak BoT. Cama ciblmana o ToMm, Kak poautenu ¢ Hsxe ropopunm!

— IloxacnynmBana 4To Jib?

— CaMo Tax BBIIDIO. ..

Momnuut crapas 3Haxapka. [Jymaer. Pemaer. B3penmBaeT CBOM I€MCTBHUS.

— bynp no-tBOoEMy. Pa3 yx BBIIUIO TaK...

Tonpko mocne 3Toro Haydwia Jlagy 3Haxapka 3aroBapuBarh TPOIIbL, BAPUTH MPOTUBOSAINS K
A/1aM U TOBOPUTBH HA SI3bIKE MUPA, KOTOPBIM ITOHUMAIOT BCE 3BEPH, TPABBI U ICPEBBS. . .

Xouercs miakarb, HO cie3 HeT. U He Oyget. Tak roBopsT, yTo 3TO He mpasaa. [Ipocto oHa
enle He 3HaeT. XOoTs Uil HEe cerldac, B JaHHYI0 MUHYTY, CEKYHy 3TO He BaxkHO. CoBceM. [loTomy
YTO MPULUIO BpeMs Nnpou@arhbes. Cka3aTh BCETO OJHO MPOCTOE-CI0KHOE CIIOBO. . .

— 4 He xouy roBoputs '[Ipomaiite', mama.... He xouy...

Hortu 1o 6011 BOMBaKOTCS B PyKH, OCTaBIsAA Ha JAJOHSIX KPACHBIE OTIEYATKHU MOXOKHE Ha
MaJICHbKUE JyHbl. JTO Tak OonbHO... Korma myma paspeiBaeTcs Ha vactu. Korma mpuxomut
IMOHMMAaHHUE, YTO YUTHU BCJEJ 3a JNOPOTMMH JIOJAbMHU HENb3s. UTO OHA MPOCTO HE UMEET Ha 3TO
paBa.

Oto nonumanu Bce. Ho cinoB HaiiTu He Mor HUKTO. Hu BeuHO Becenble OMM3HELBI, ceidac
MOHYPO CCYTYJIUBILIMECS Ha OTPOMHOM MEIHO-PBDKEM JIpaKOHE, HU JIIOOMMBIE CECTPhI YK€ HE
CTECHSISICH IUIAYylMe, HO BCE K€ MBbITAIONIMECs YIbIOHYThCS, HM CTaplil Opar CMOTpSIMA B
CHUHIOIO HEOECHYIO J1allb, TY/Ia, IJIe He0O BCTPEUAIOCh C BOJIOIO.

Tosbko U rperoT, uto odompstomas ynbploka baOyku, cBeT B ma3zax Marepu Ja Temnjas pyka
oTLa Jexalas Ha miede Jlaapl. A yepe3 HeKOTOpPOe BpeMs 3TOTO BCETro He OyIeT.

— Torma He roBopu. Mup u3MeHUYUB, BpeMs HEIOCTOSHHO, a CyIp0a JIFOOUT mepemMeHbl. Tem
Ooree... MbI ke camMu TBOpPUM CBOIO *H3Hb. He 3a00TsCh O 3aKOHAX W MpaBUIaX MUPO3TAHUS.
[ToMHMIIB, BOCEMOE MTPaBUJIO pojia?

Mawma... Kak Bcerna cymena HalTU UMEHHO TO, YTO HYXHO Obu10. Cymena BCEJNMTh B CEpALE



HAJCKIY.

— VYry... TBou cyap0a u XU3HL MPUHAJICKAT IUllb TeOe. M mycTs mpomamyt mpomajaoM Bce
[[ETH1, CKOBAaBIIIME HAC MO pyKaMm U Horam. [loka Mbl kuBeM, MbI OyneM OOpOThCS 3a MPAaBO CaMUM
IJIECTU CBOU HUTH.

Hapa ropr30HTOM TMOKa3aluCh NEPBBIE COTHEUHBIE JTydu. OCTaauch BCEro mapy MUHYT... XOT
€Ille CTOJIbKO ObUIO HE CKa3aHo!

— He nmagaii myxom, ntuuka! TBosi marbk mpaBa — Mbl emie BCTpeTuMcs. Wi Mbl He
ropHocrau!

ComacHo 3anuinan S, B mociaeaHU pa3 MO3BOJISIs Mmodecarh cedst 3a yxom [naBe pona,
4YTOOBI Yepe3 MIHOBEHHUE CIPHITHYTh HA 3e€MJII0. Y HEro Tam, Ha OCTPOBAaX TOXKE OCTANACh CEMBbSI.
Ho ocTaBuTh X034iiKy 3HAYMJIO MpeaaTh... A Ha 3TO OH ObLT HE corjaceH. Bece-Taku MajieHbKUA, HO
3aumMTHUK. pyr!

— Ilepenanaiite npusetr Poxy m Mupy... U Mapde! Ob6s3arensHo! Tonbko He 3a0yabre!
Oo6emaere?

— OOemaemM. ..

PackpsiBatoTCs OrpOMHBIE KPBUIBAL. ..

— A eme bapcuky! U... u... cembe Ama! N crapoit Oepese, u menbHuKy! Kpanus
o0s3aTeNbHO Mepenaiite, 4ro s ee He 3a0bu1a! A eme Kysueny... Y manbimam Toxe! M Bcem, BceM,
Bcem! U namemy Jlememy, Boasnomy, pycankam! Ckanam, necy! Ilepenaiite. ..

Jlaga yxxe He 3ameuarna, 4To KpUYHT, CPbIBasi FOJIOC, YTO €€ YK€ HE IaHO YCIIBILATh €€ CEMbE,
KOTOPYIO YHEC B HEOO JPaKoH... A ellle oHa He Buaena na3 Musy, Kopu u Annappes... Jaxe eciu
Obl U BHjI€JIAa, TO HE TOHsUIA Obl, TOYEMY OHU CMOTPSIT HA HEE C MOUYTU CBSIIEHHBIM YXKACOM.
[Toromy uyTo... [loTOMy 4TO IO €€ mIEKaM TEKJIM CJE3bl, KOTOphIMU Jlajma ommaruiia craceHue
CBOETO CTpaxa.

Tnaea 21

Hukorma He aymana, 4TO MOCHE TOTO, YTO S COBEPIIMJIIA, s CMOTY CHOBA Ijlakarb. UTo mo
MOUM IIIEKaM BHOBb IMOTEKYT ATHU COJICHBIE KAIJIU BJaru, odJjieryaronme ayiy U jiedanme cepaue. S
He nymana. He 3aragpiBana. UTo k... Sl BosHe MOry CUMTarh CilyduBLIeecs YynoM. Tosbko... He
Mory. He monywaercss y meHs 3to! Jlaxke eciau O4eHb CHIIBHO 3aX04YETCsl MOBEPUTH B TO, YTO
Beunoctb cMuiIocTUBMIIACH HAJI0O MHOM.

Ho s Buzaena ee miasza, xorna neperiena Hutu! Buzgena! M1 B HUX He ObUIO MUIIOCEPAHUS. ..
Tosnbko uMcTass, HE3aMyTHEHHAasT HUYEM HEHaBUCThb. HeHaBUCTh K TOW, KTO TMOcMeaa OpOCHUTh
BbI30B Ei1. Ko MHe. A eme cTpax.

Ho dem s mory eii yrpoxarb? S xe Bcero nuipb yenoBeK. OObIKHOBEHHBIN CIA0bId YEIOBEK,
TOJIBKO U YMEIOIMI YTO JIOBEPSTH J1a IUIECTH KpyKeBa. B uem onacHOCTH?!

Tonbko B TOM, 9TO s MOTY meperuieTarb cyas0b1? BMmenmBarbcs B Ee mans1? Unu B uem-To
oonpmem? [Ipruem 3T0 OOJbIIICE HE JAET €1 TTOKOS. ..

S BcTana y Helt Ha mytu. Chenana 4ro-To, YEro U caMa He 3Ha0. JTO... HEMOHSITHO.

Kpy*xkeBHHIBI MOTYT TIEPENUCHIBATH CYIbOBI U UCTOPHUIO. Tak Kak HaJ0 UM... 3a IIaTy.

Ho uto ecim marbl kak TokoBoM HeT? UTo ecim ee u He ObU1o... UTO BCe TO, YTO MHE



ropopusii 0 KpyxeBHuIIax — JI0Kb... [IpuTopHO-Cciaakas B cBoem yxkace Joxkb. O00 BceM. C
mupe. O pacax. O ToMm, YTO MBI MOKEM U HE MOxeM. O Hac camuXx.

O TOM, YTO MBI CAMH TIJIETEM HUTH CBOEH >KU3HU U CcyAbObl. UTO Ha camoMm jese BedHocTs He
MMEET HaJl HAMU HUKAKOM BJIACTH. ...

A ellle MHE CTAJIO O-HACTOSIIEMY KYTKO. OT OJHOM-€IMHCTBEHHOW MBICIIH, ITEPEBEPHYBILEN
MOIO KM3Hb C HOT Ha r0JIOBY 32 OJJHO MTHOBEHHE.. ..

Moxet borunsa Hac OOuTCs U3-3a TOrO, YTO MBI MOXEM Iepenucarb u ee cyab0y Toxe? Benpb
TO BO3MOXHO... MHaue Obl cTOsi0 orpaHuueHue. XoTh kakoe-HuUOynb! Ho... eme crpaimmee
0Ka3aJ1aCh MBICIIb, YTO C HAC HE BO3bMYT HUKAKOU IJIATHI... [IoTOMY 4TO HE BCE MOXKHO OIJIAaTUTh.
A 4TO-TO ¥ He HaJ0. Benp kenanue u Bepa Mopoi ObIBAIOT MHOTO CHJIbHEE HE TOJIBKO 3BOHA MOHET
Y MEUYEH, HO ¥ CaMOM KaHBbI MUPO3/IaHbs.

MHue xyTKo... OTTOro, 4T0 MOM MBICIIM MOTYT OKa3arbCs IMpaBaod. UTO BCE TO, BO YTO 5
BEpWJIa U YTO MIPUHUMANA KaK TaHHOCTh OKa)ETCs BCETO JIUIIb JIOKBIO. . .

(JIana,
0e3 1aThl).

bubnuoreka BO JBOpIiE APAKOHOB Pa3UTEIBHO OTJIMYAIACh OT CBOEM CECTPhl M3 CTPAHbI
KUTCyHE. 31echb Be3le ObUI0O MHOTO CBEeTa JUBIIETOCS Ha CTEUIAXKH CO CTapUHHBIMU
MaHYCKPUIITAMH, CBUTKAMHU U KHUTAMHU CKBO3b PE3HBIE PEIIETKU HA OKHaX. To TyT, TO TaM B CaMbIX
pPa3HBIX MECTax B OTPOMHOM ITOMEIICHUN CTOSUTM HU3KHUE CTOJUKU C DPYKTaMU U SPKUE JTUBAHbBI
YCHIITAaHHBIE MIEIKOBBIMU TOAyIIKaMu. AX, fAa! Eiie u3ympynHbie KOBpbl Ha KOTOPBIX 1IBEJIM JTUBHbBIC
pacTeHHuss U mopXaiu 0aOO4YKH. 37eCh ObLIO... CIMIIKOM SIpKO Juist Jlajel, yXe NPUBBIKIIEH K
HEMHOTO TEMHBIM MOMEICHUSIM OMOIMOTEKH BO JBOPIIE CBOEro Myxa. TaM He ObLUIO 3TOH
pockonm... TolnbKO KHUTH, KHUTU U KHUTH. CaMbIX pa3HbIX HAPOJOB, CAMBIX IPEBHUX BpeMeH. Tam
HE CMOTpPS Ha BECb HEYIOT M CTPOrOCThb CTApOro XpaHutens OMOamoTeku Obuio... ynoono. He
Melliajia Ja)xe naMsTh 0 TOM HOYHOM IpukitodeHnu. Haobopot, passiekaina...

Ho 3meck... Her, 310 ObUlO HE TO, uTO HYXHO. Mnm ObiTh MoOxkeT Jlajma HakoHel] cTanie
cMoTpeTh Ha IMneputo kak Ha CBOMl 1oM?

Kak Obl TO HU OBLUIO, HO JparoiieHHasi TOCThsl KOpOJs AJiappesi MOYTH IOCeNIuiach B
oubnmoreke. A BMecte ¢ Hel 1 Kopu ¢ Mu3y. Ho B oTiinune oT cBoel rocroXu, UMErOIIe 4eTKYIO
NPUYUHY, YTOOBI HAXOUTHCS 3/1€Ch KPYIIIbIE CYyTKH, OHU HE 3HAJU 3a4€M MPOBOASAT 3/1€Ch CTOJIBKO
BpeMmeHnu. nu npocto aenanu Bua?

Kopu BonHOBanach. boru, kak oHa BOJTHOBajlach 3a CBOIO HAa3BAaHHYIO CeCTpy! A Bce MOTOMY,
yto Jlazga... U3MEHMIach C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK BEpHY/IAch C TE€X CKaJl, i€ COTHSIMU OpBI3T B3JeTala
B HeOo uucras mopckas Boma. Ona crana... Oonee cuacTiauBoi. CnoxoitHoil. Kak Oyaro
MPUHSBILEHN BCE TO, YTO CIYYUIJIOCH C HEIO C MOMEHTA npuesaa B mmepuro.

Annappeil ckaszaj, 4ToO TOCloKa CTaja LEeJbHOM, 4TO e€e OOJibllle HUYTO HE TSHYIO TYyAa, IJe
panbie Obl1 AoM, Ha CeBepHble ocTpoBa. Uto Jlaga BmepBble cymena Ha3BaTh CTPaHy KHUTCYHE
nomoM. Ee cepaue mepectano pa3pslBaTbCsl HA KyCKH... M IPOCTO MPHUIUIO BpeMs uATH Buepen. K
Ooymyiiemy.

Ho Kopu He moHsna, 4yro uMen BBUY NPABUTEND ApakoHOB. He cMomia nonsArs. Ei Beap, HE
MPUXOAWIIOCH €Il OTITYCKaTh MPONUIOe, YTOOBI cAeNaTh mar Brepea. YToObl OTBETUTHh HAa COTHHU
BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPHIE 3a7]a€T TeOe HE CIYKUTENIb Xpama, a CBOsI COOCTBEHHAsI CYyLHOCTh. MaseHbkas
JUCHYKa He 3Hajia 3ToM MykH... W naxke He mpeanosaranga Kakoe oOjeryeHrne MPpUHOCUT OTBET Ha



HHUX.

Muzy xe mnpocTO HacHaXJaiacs TUIMMHOM U crnokoWcTBueM. OH mo3Bonuiud cebe
HEMBICJTUMYIO POCKOIIb — PAacCciIabUThCA U HUYETro He Jieiarb, HU 0 4eM He aymarb. [loToMy kak
3IECh HA €ro rocrnoxy He Hamanayr. He npakoHbl, KOTOpbIM OHa BepHYJa mpaButess. [losTomy
MOXHO OBLIO TPOCTO OTIOXHYTh. OCOOEHHO 3HAs, YTO CJEAYIOIIAs BO3MOKHOCTD MPEJICTABUTCS HE
ckopo. Jlet uepe3 nAThAECAT-IECTHIECAT, €CIIM TOBOPUTH 00JIee TOYHO.

— I'ocnioxka, a 4TO BBI BCE-TaKU UIUTE?

Jlaga HaAcCTOJIBKO CHUJIBHO MOTPY3WJIaCh B KAaKOW-TO OUYEHb CTaphlii MbUIbHBIA (DOJUAHT C
MOXENTEBIIMMHU OT BPEMEHU CTPAHHUIIAMU, YTO JaXK€ HE Cpasy ycibliliaia BOIPOC CBOEH Ha3BaHHOM
CECTpBI.

— Yro? A... Jla tak... Koe-uTo... oueHb MHE HYyXHoOE... [IpaBna, 1 y’e COMHEBAIOCh, UTC
CMOTY HaliTH 3TO 3/€ECh...

['pycTh JIETKMM TEPBHIIIKOM ONMYCTUJIACh HAa Y30pPHBIM KOBEP, U JAXKE€ COJHIIE HEMHOIO
NOTYCKHENO. .. 1 mpocTo CKphUIOCH 32 00IaKOM.

— Ho Benb MOXHO e1ie y Hac JoMa OUCKaTh!

Jlaga ynuBIE€HHO BCKMHY/Ia OpOBM Ha CEKYHAY OTPBIBAsICh OT CBOEro 3aHsATus. COJIHIE SIPKO
OJIECHYIIO Ha BOJIOCAX, O30PHBIM YEPTEHKOM OTPa3WioCh B [a3ax M PaCCHIIAIOCH 30J0THIMU
HCKpaMU 10 OEJIOMY IJIATHIO.

JleBymka u 31ech He u3MeHuna cebde. Tak W ocTamach B OIEXKIE CBOETO Hapoja... CUUTAs
HapsIbl JIPAKOHHI MPOCTO HENPWIMYHBIMU. CIMIIKOM OTKPBITBIMH, CIHMIIKOM IPO3PAaYHBIMU,
CIMIIKOM SIpKUMU... HO B numo Takoro He roBopwia. 3adeMm? Y KaKJIOro CBOs MpaBAa... CBOH
TpaJUIINU U TaMSITh.

— MHa... moxno. Ho Tonbko Bpsin nu XpaHuTedab OUONMOTEKH MOMMYCTUT MEHSA K
MaHyckpunraM pacckaszpiBatoniM o IlepBoit KpyxeBuuie, He Tak nu? Tem Oosnee, uTo emie pas
KpacTbCAd MO KOPHUAOpPAM M TACKaTb KHUTM HE XO4eTcd... MHE W mpouuioro pasa ¢ TOJOBOU
xBatuio! Jla u XpaHuTesb 4TO-TO B MOCIEHEE BPEMS CTal OYEHb OJA03PUTEIbHBIM. . .

Kopu TockinnBo momoTtana roaoBoil. I'pycTHO B3goxHyn Mu3y. CBOM Hapon HE IMepeeliacib,
HE BBIPBEIIb U3 CEPLA U pa3ymMa COTHSIMM JIET KUBIIME MbICTU. He mepeuepkHelb mpe3peHue, He
pacTaeT JIETKUM JIbIMKOM HEHABUCTb. ..

A Jlaga nymana o TOM, YTO €Ille MOKHO OyAeT CHpPOCHTh CBOEro Myxa o Beunoctu. Kak-
HUKaK 3TO oHa ux co3nama! M ero pog — mnepBbiM! TOmbKO BOT, YTO OTBETUT OH €U —
COMHMTEIIBHO. ..

— Ho s He moHKMMar0 TUIIb OJHOTO, TOCH0Xa, TOYEMY Bbl UIIIUTE OTBETHI TOJIBKO 3/1€ChH?

Ha nmmpokxom MOZOKOHHUKE CHJAEN HACIEIHBIA MPHUHII. 3a €ro CIWHOW YEpHENIW MOKa eIlle
MAaJIECHbKUE KPBUIbA.

Muopu. Muiblii, 10OpbIii MaJIBIMK C TPOCTO MOTPsCAIOIIE OTKPBITON yibiOKo#! Jlaga cpasy
kKe, Kak Ipuexana, NOAPYXKHUIach ¢ HHUM.... Jlaxxe He cMOTps pasHHUIly B Bo3pacte. BecpMma
yCJIOBHYIO, KOHEUHO! [loTOMy Kak pedub 1uia o ApakOHE W YEJIOBEKE, UYb€ JIETOMCUUCICHUE OYECHB
CUJIBHO OTJIMYAJIOCh JAPYT OT apyra. Tak 4To, oHU ObUH Jpy3bsiMU. BecenbiMu, OeciadalieHHbIMU
Y HE MIPU3HAIONMMU HUYbUX 3aKOHOB. CIUIIKOM MOX0XKHUE, CIUIIKOM Pa3HBIE. . .

OTH 1BOE MOCTOSHHO 3aCTABIISUIN JABOPEI] CTOSITh HA yimax. To B COKPOBUIIHHITY 3a0€pyTCs HE
oOpamass BHMMAaHUS Ha 3alllMTHBIE Yapbl, TO B TOPOJ BBHIOEPYTCS MOA BHUJAOM CIYr YTOOBI
MIOCMOTPETh Ha Yydeca MacTepOB-IOBEIHUPOB, TO B OHMOIMOTEKE IMOTPOM YCTPOST pPa3bICKUBas
KaKOW-HUOY/Ib IPEBHUM MaHYCKPUIIT... Bcero He mepedyncinTs!

— Muopu! OnsTh cOexan U3 Mo OMEKH CBOUX CTpake?



XUTPBIA TPHULLLYD.

— Heal!

Msirko cpbIrHYB ¢ 00J1F000BaHHOTO MECTa, MAJIBYUK OTBECHUJI ITyOOKHM, MOJHBIN MOYTECHUS
NOKJIOH. Bripouewm, o30pHas yibIiOKa ¢ ero Julia Tak U HE colia.

— MeHs 04eHb BOJIHYIOT Ballld MMOMCKHU, FOCIIOXKA, U S PEUIAJI [IOMOYb BaM B 3TOM HEJIETKOM
nene. Ecau Bbl, KOHEUHO, HE OyUTE MPOTUB MOEH CKPOMHOM TTOMOIIIN.

Jlaga, monpIrpeiBasi CBOEMY IOHOMY JIPYTY, COIJIACHO CKJIOHHWJIA TOJIOBY, YIBIOAsCh CaMbIMU
KpaenkamMmu ryo.

— Coury 3a 4eCTb, MOM NPUHII, COYTY 32 YECTbh...

— Moxer, mpekparuTe TYT MOKJIOHAMH OOMEHUBAThCA? A TO JKYTKO CTAaHOBUTCS, TN/ HA
BacC..

Onas nucnuka naxe miedamu nepenaepHyna. CIHIIKOM XOpomo OHAa ycmena y3Harb 3Ty
JIBIOIIIYIOCS uepe3 Kpal BekKIUBOCTh-UTPY. Korja 3Tu 1Boe HauMHalu Tak OOIMAThCA — KU O€/Ibl.
JI1000¥ — XOTH MaJl€eHbKOM, XOTh OOJIBIION. . .

— Hy 4T0 BBI, TOCIIO)KA KUTCYHE, MBI K€ TPOCTO pa3BIeKaeMcs, He Tak Ju, Jlama?

Becenoe nepeMuruBanue €mie CUIJIbHEE NABAIICE HA U TAaK HAIPSHKEHHBIE HEPBBL. A B IJla3ax
110 MUMO BOJIM YK€ pasropaercs a3zapt! Kak ctpanHo u miyno... bostes n npeaBkymars... Uto xe
C BaMU CTaJIO BEJIMKUE KUTCYHE?

— Koneuno! U s 6yny ere 6oJiee cyacTinBa, €CIU Thl paCCKa)Xellb MHE O TOM, YTO HaIlle. ..
S Benpb npasa? Thl UTO-TO OTKOMAJ B 3aJI€XkKax 3TOM OMOIMOTEKU?

Jlerkuii, MoYTH HE3aMETHBIA TMOCTOPOHHEMY HAOJIOATEII0 MHTEpec. A ellle HEeTepIieHHuE.
Heyxenu?! Hakonei-to OyayT HailJleHbl OTBETHI XOTSI Obl HA YACTh TaK My4allldX COZHAHUE U IYIILY
BornpocoB. Ecnu nose3er. Ecnu HaliieHHOe Oy/leT UMEHHO TEM CaMbIM MCKOMBIM. A €CIIU HET, TO
MPUAECTCS HAYUHATH BCE IO HOBOU.

— IlouTn yragana.

Mu3sy Hexopomio Tak npuiypuicsa. OX, 4yeT ero cep/ilie, 4To NOUyT OHU BCE B TOPOJI B TOCTH
K KaKkoMy-HUOyIb 3HakoMoMy npuHia. 1 o6s3arenbHo ApakoHy. I KOHEUHO, CTapoMy U MYIPOMY.
U xak Bcerga oHM BO YTO-HUOYAb BBSKYTCA. BepHee, X rocroxka. A OHU Tak, 32 KOMITaHUIO.

A Muopu MoJHail coxpaHssi MoJoxkeHHyro nay3y. Bpoae kak '[locmorpute Ha mensa! f-to
Haines nH(opMaIrio, a Bbl TOJIBKO U 3HAETE KaK B 9TOW MBUIBHOM, CKYYHON OMOIMOTEKE CUJIETh .

— N?

bennas Kopu! OnHa HuMKOrma He OTJIMYalach OTPOMHBIM TEPIEHHUEM, a 3a IOCJICIHUE
HECKOJILKO JTHEW BOOOINE pacTepsiia mociiennue Kpoxu. [IpocTo oHa ycrana CTpOUTH AOTAAKU U
npeanonoxenus. Hamoeno et ato. Jlo 6e3ymus.

— W MBI cenyac uaeM K OJHOMY IOBEIMPY B ropozae. 1'oBopsAT, yTo 0 Be4HOCTH HUKTO HE
3HaeT OOJIbIIE Hero. 3a UCKITI0YEHHUEM, MOXKeT, Binaabiku Exas. ..

['opon ObLT TOXOXXK HaA JAOUPUHT. 37eCh HHUKOIJIA HE HW3BECTHO, Kyla MOMajellb, €CJIH
CBEpHEIIb B JIPYrOM MEPEYIOK U BBINTH MOXKEIIb HE TaM, TAE HAAO. 3JECh KAa3aJIOCh, YTO JIOMA,
KPYKEBHBIC apKH, MEPEYIKH, MOCTOBBIE M TLIOMIAJM KU CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM KH3HBIO. UTO OHU
KaXXJTyl0 HO4Yb, CJIOBHO ObI HaCMEXasiCh HaJl CBOMMHM IOCTSIMHU, MEHSIJIU CBOE TToJI0KeHue. 1 ceroaus
OymeT He TaKMM KakK BuYepa, a 3aBTpa M MmoAaBHO. Jlaja Moria MOKISACTHCSH, UTO €Ie HECKOJIBKO
THEeW HaszaJ Ha IMaBHOW IUIOHAJM HE OBLIO MO-KpailHEeW Mepe MATH J1aBOK C YIbIOUMBBIMU
MpoJaBllaMH-APAKOHAMH, U YTO Ha YIIIy PSAAOM ¢ (POHTAHOM HE MpoJaBajiy CJIAJOCTH, a BO3JIE
pPE3HOM apKu BeyIIe BO IBOPEIl HE JKHJIM MacTepa-CTEKIOMAYBBI... XOTS CTEKJISSHHBIE 3B€pU ObUIH



TaKUMU  YIUBUTEIbHO-IpeKpacHbiMU! Ka3zamoch MrHOBEHHME — W I[BETHbIE MNTHUIBI C
MTO30JIOUEHHBIMU KPBUIbSIMH O0>KUBYT, COPOCST CTEKJISTHHBIA MOKPOB M YIETSAT BBICOKO-BBICOKO B
XpycTajabHOe HEe00, a 3BEpH TPO3HO 3aphluat, 3aMsSyKalOT U 3aBOIOT, YTOOBI TOTOM TOPAO MPOMTH IO
ynuiaMm roposa... Jlaga J0iaro He MOINIa OTOPBAarhCsl OT ATUX MOTYXKHUBBIX O€3JeNyIieK... TOIbKO
OCTpasi HEOOXOAMMOCTh 3aCTaBHJIa €€ UATH Jajbiie. ToIbKO Ja)ke 3TO He MOMEMANo €d KYNHUTh
MAJIEHBKOT'O JINCEHKA SPKO-aJI0r0 BETA C 30JI0TBIM Y30POM Ha Jlanax, KOTOPbIA Celdac aKKyparHo
3aBEPHYTHIA B TOHKYIO, HO IPOYHYIO0 OyMary jiexxan y Hee B CyMKE.

JlaBka roBenupa HUYEM HE OTJIMYAIach OT MHOTHX APYIMX. Takoe Ke JKEJITOE C JINThIMH,
MOXO)KMMH Ha KPY)KEBO pELIETKAMU Ha OKHAX, TaKOW € apoMar CTPaHHBIX TpPaB U CHEUUU
BUTABUIMI B 3TOM TOPOJE MOBCIOAY, TAKUE K€ KOBPBL, HA KOTOPBIX JIEKAT UCKYCHO CHEIaHHbIE
ykpameHuss. Ho eciu 3aiiTu B JOM W 3amisiHyTh B OJHY W3 JaJIbHUX KOMHAT, TO CTAHOBHUTCS
MOHSITHO MOYEMY 3TO MECTO BBIIEISUIA CPEAN COTEH APYTUX, a X034MHA YBAXKUTEIbHO HA3bIBAIU —
Macrep.

3nech xKuiM uygeca... Hacrosdunme, MaJeHbKUE, IPEKPACHBIE Yylleca, 3aCTABISIONME CEPALE
3aMuparb B Tpyad. W B 3Ty cBATast CBATHIX ObUIM JOMYILIEHBI IOHBIA OPUHIT MHUOpPU CO CBOMMU
TPY3bsIMU.

— Taxk 3HauuT BBl HHTEpECYyeTeCh boruueit?

['onoBa craporo apakoHa Oblia O€NIOM Kak CHET, a Ia3a MOTEPsUIM OBUIYI0 SPKOCTh... U
TOJIBKO ATO BBIABAJIO €ro UCTUHHBIA BO3pacT MO0 HA €ro JIMIO HE JIEr OTIEYaTOK MPOXKHUTHIX JIET.
OHO ocTaBaJloCh TakKUM K€ FOHBIM M CBEXXUM, KaK M COTHM JieT Ha3al. [axe Kopu He Momia
CKa3aTh, YTO CUASAILEMY nepea Hed Mactepy MHOTo OOJblIe ABA/ALIATH JIET, HACTOJIBKO MOJIOO OH
BIrIsiAesl. Co3/1aBaioCh OIYIIEHUE, YTO MPOIIEIIME TOAbl TPOCTO OOOIUIN €r0 CTOPOHOM. ..

— A C 4ero BAPYr TaKOW MHTEPEC, TOCITOkKa?

OTOT ApakoH MOAYEPKHYTO oOpamiaicsa ToJabko K onHoi Jlage 6e301mO0uHO Onpe/IeNiuB B HEM
Ty, KOTOPOU HYXKHbI OTBETHI.

Ha cton mepen MactepoM Jier TOHKUM KPYKEBHOM TJIATOK, Y€ y30p ObUT MOX0X Ha TOHKHUE
pE3HbIE CHEXXKMHKH, COJICHbIE MOPCKHUE OpbI3TH, JeTkue Oesbie oonaka... OTBeT MpoU3HOCUMBIN 0e3
CJIOB U TOBOPSIIMIA HAMHOTO 0OJIbIle, Y4eM BO3MOKHO MPEJCTABUTD.

— KpyxeBnuua... Hy 4to %, 3T0 MHOTO€ OOBSACHSIET. ..

CxopsTcst Ha NepeHocUlle TOHKHE OpOBH, T'yObl KPUBUT YCMEIIKA. ..

— Tak kakoi#i y Te0s1 kK0 MHE Bonpoc, Mactepuua? YuTu, s OTBeUy JIMIIb Ha OJIUH.

OmnH BOmpOC — OOMH OTBET. UYTO K, 3TO cHpaBeyIuBO... Haxo TOJBKO MNpaBUIBHO
CIIPOCHUTb. ..

— IloHuMaeTe, g y’Ke MCMOJIb30Baja OIWH IIAHC... W 3amiarhia cBoro 1eHy. Ho oka3zanocs,
4YTO Ha CaMOM JeJie€ i HUYEeM He MOXKEePTBOBaja, OJHAKO HUTHU CyAbOBI Meperuienauchb... N moe
KEJAHUE UCTIOJIHUIOCH. XOTSI TAKOE HEBO3MOXHO.

JpakoH ciyiiaji Moj4a, He rnepeOuBas. B HauBbiciell cTeneHr BHUMarelbHO. EMy Jierko
OBUIO paccKa3bIBaTh O CIYYHBILEMCH. . .

— IoaTOMYy 5 X04y Bac cipocuTs '[louemy 310 cirydniiocs?'.

Macrtep ynbIOHYIICS.

A B yamkax OCThIBaJl BKYCHBIN ()pyKTOBBIN 4ail. Y yIMBUTENbHO MaHSIIE BRIIVISIACIH CIA0CTH
JeXanmpe B XpycTajabHOM Ba3ouke. MuIio, yIOTHO. ..

— Ilouemy xe — 'HeBO3MOXkHO'? Kak pa3 Taku HaoOOpOT, OYEHBb JaK€ BO3MOXKHO. Tewm
0oJiee, 4TO BbI OIJIATUIIN BBI30B U BOBMOKHOCTb. ..

Y nuBieHNE rpaHUvallee C MOKOM.



— Ho uem? Ecnu He cie3amu. ..

— Her, ner! Henb3st oToOpark TO, 4TO 1apOBaHO MPU POKIAEHUU, TOCIOKA MOSl. DTO MPOCTA
HepealbHO. A 1ara... Bbl miaTuinu cBOMMH 4yBCTBAMH, SMOLIMSMU, CTpaxoM U 060ibt0. Hanexnoi
Y JKEJIAHUEM CIIacTh. A clie3bl... BeUHOCTH Ba)KHO UMETH BIIACTh HAJl TEMH, KTO €11 IIOKJIOHSETCS U
monutca. Ho eme BaxkHee — HajJ TeMH, KTO OT Hee OTpekcs. Bamm ciesbl ObulM HaKa3zaHHUEM,
KOTOPOE HE CYMEJIO OCYILIECTBUTHCS, rocnoxa. Bort u Bee.

— Ho s Bce paBHO He MOHUMANO. ..

— IloTomMy 4TO BCe MBI TBOPLIBL, rOcioka. B Oosbiiel min MeHbiied creneHu. KTo-to moxet
CO3JaBaTh YKpAalllEHUsA, KTO-TO KapTHHBI, a KTO-TO KaK Bbl — cyap0bl. He ynusisiitecs atomy. s
MEHS IIPOCTO U MOHSATHO CO3/1aBaTh KUBBIE YKpAILEHUs, U1 BaC — IeperuieraTb HUTU. Bot u Bee.

Han nBepbro 3BAKHYI KOJMOKONBMMK. Bpems Boiwio. M 3t1o sicHO nman mokasare Macrep
BCTaBIIMHU U3-3a CTOJIA.

— IIpomy Bac...

Jla yX, Ha OIMH BOIIPOC OTBETMJIM, HO Cpa3y K€ MOsBUJIACH J100pas coTHS apyrux. Kak Bce
CJIOXKHO. ..

N yxe Ha BeIxoe Jlagy oCTaHOBUIIN CIIOBA, IPEIHA3HAYABIIMECS TOJIBKO €H. ..

— IIpocto BeuHnocts cama koraa-To Osu1a KpykeBHUIIEH.

T'nasa 22

[1Io pa3BanMHaM CTapUHHOTO, BUJIABIIETO HE OJMH BEK, 3aMKa, C TPYJIOM IIEPECTABISAS HOTH,
UJeT ceqo0oponbiii crapuk. OH TSDKENO ONMHUPAETCS Ha Pe3HON MOCOX BECh M3PE3aHHBIN pyHAMU U
KyTaeTcsi B CEpbli MOHOMIEHHBIA IUiaml. CKOJBKO TOPOT MCXOAWJ OH 33 CBOK JOJTYIO JKU3HB?
Cxonbko noBugan? C keMm Bcrpeuancsi? OO0 3TOM 3HAET JIMIIL MOJYAJIMBOE U OeccTpacTHOE HEOO,
TaK KaK CaM CTApHUK 3TOr0 YK€ He MOMHUT. CJIUIIKOM 4acTO OH BCTPEYaJl BECHY U IMPOBOXKAJ 3UMY,
rpelicsi B JIydaX >KapKOro JICTHETrO COJIHIIA W Opoaui IO JOpOoraM 3achlllaHHBIM OarpsHbIMU
nuctbsmu. OJTHAKO HE CMOTPSI HA BCE 3TO, €r0 Ia3a JI0 CUX IOp TaK XK€ KaK U B MOPY FOHOCTHU
CBETATCSI CTPAHHBIM TEILIBIM CBETOM.

— Hy, BOT 5 1 BepHYyJICS, — CIBIINATCA €T0 TUXAN CKPUITYYU TOJIOC.

Hexomy orBetnTh eMy. Beap 31ech HUKTO HE KHMBET. JIMmb BeTep WIYMUT, Aa CTPEKOUYT
Ky3HEUHMKH... XOTs mocTtouTe... To Tyr, TO Tam BIPYr 3aMeJbKajdd Pa3HOLIBETHBIE OTOHBKHW.
Manenbkue HacTOJIBKO, YTO CTOPOHHUM HAOIIOIATeN b MOT OBl JIETKO MPUHSTH UX 32 CBETISYKOB.
Ho 1o Obutn He OHU, a deu C PEe3HBIMH TOIYNPO3PAYHBIMU KPBUILSIMHU TPETEIIyIMMU 33 HUX
CIIMHAMHU.

— Ilpuget u Tebe, 100OpsIit Bonebnnk. MHOro pa3 yxke Belpactaia TpaBa, U Tasijl CHET 37ECh.
C TeX MOp KaK Mbl BHJAEIH TeOsI B MOCIEAHUN pa3, — pa3laeTcs 3BOHKHUM TOJIOCOK, TUXUU
HACTOJIBKO, YTO €r0 JIETKO MOYKHO CITYTaTh C MIEJIECTOM JINCTBBIL

— Ma... Muoro ner mponuio. CnmmkomM MmHoro. Tam rme korma-to ObUIIO TIONE, celdac
3E€JIEHEET JIEC, 4 TOPBI IPEBPATUIINCEH B IbUIb. ..

B ronoce crtapuka ciblaTbCs rpycTh U Nevaib... A emie 00Jb.

— Ho T8I Bce xuBemmb, BonmebHuk, u Oyaens )KUTh eie aoiro-aoiro! Tede Obutl monapeH



BEJIMKUU 1ap — BEe4Had kU3Hb. [louemy ke ThI Tak mevaneH?

den He MOHMMAJIHU €ro TOCKU U Oomu. M He MOmIM MOHATH. Beab it HUX BEYHOCTH —
MTHOBEHHUE.

— 4 ycram.

B Bo3ayxe 3a3BeHEN CMeEX, IOXO0KMUW Ha KypyaHbe BOIBI B pydbe... Takou K€ YUCTBIA U
3BOHKHM, YCTIOKAUBAIOIIMIA MEUYIIYIOCS JIYIILY. . .

— Pa3Be MOXHO ycTarb OT XM3HH? YCTarb OT COJHIIA, BETpa, KpacoTel 3emiu?! Mbl He
nmounnMaeM Tebs1, BommeOHuK. ..

Crapuk OCTOPOKHO CAJAUTCS HA KaMEHb, U K HEMY HA IUIEYH OIYCKAIOTCS CPa3y HECKOJIBKO
dbei.

— MoxHo. Eciii He K yeMy CTpeMHUTCS.

— Ho TBoO# ynmen momorars moasMm. OOyyarh WX MOHUMAarTh NMPUPOIY, BEPUTH B Uyleca, HE
3a0bIBATh JIETCHIbI TPOIILIOTO. . .

— Sl 3Har0.

— Tbl MOXemn YacamMu HampoJieT OeceloBarh C JpakOHAMH, CKakarb IO JiecaM Ha
€JIMHOPOTaX, JIeTaTh Ha Tpu(OHAX, TO3HABATH 3TOT MUP U €ro TaiHbl. Tede maHo TO, 0 YeM Apyrue
MOTYT TOJIbKO Me4uTaTh. [loueMy ke y TeOs Tak miadeT ayma?

— Mos Bo3moONIeHHasT ymepiia, Bce T€, KOMY s BepuJl, KaHyId B HeObiTue. MHE HE O KOM
3a00TUTCS U Y)KE€ HE O UeM MOJUTHCS. [IpoKUThIE TOBI TATOTAT MEHSI.

Ha MrauoBeHbe BoLiapuiach THIIMHA. A 3aT€M MPO3BYYall OCTOPOKHBIN BOIIPOC. . .

— A ecu ObI MBI TOJIAPUIIN T€OE OJTHO KeJTaHUe, YTOOBI ThI ITOMTPOCHIT?

BounieOHMK HaI0JIro 3aaymalcsi, MOJIOKUB Ha CIEIJICHHbIE PYKH ceayto rosiopy. deu He
Metmanu eMy. OH JOJIKeH ObUT PEIMTh CaM.

— Iloxos.

— A pa3Be Thl HE X0TeJ ObI BEPHYTh KOTO-TO U3 JOPOTUX i TeOs mroaeit? Hampumep, xeHy
WJIM ChIHA. A MOXET OBbITh — Apyra?

— 3adeM BOPOILMTH MPOUUIOE, MAJICHbKAsk XpaHUTEIbHHUIA MPpUpoAbl? I HEe X0uy TPEBOKUTH
UX COH.

— A 3050TO, JAparorieHHbie kamHU? [lomymaili, Thl BelIb MOXEIIb CTaTh CaMbIM OOTraTbiM
YEJIOBEKOM Ha 3EMJIE. ..

Uckymenue ooinbmoe. [t MmHOTUX. Ho TOJIBKO HE A1 HETO.

— MeHs He npenbIaT JOPOTUE UTPYIIKU. S CIMIIKOM MHOIO UX BUAEd. W CIMIIKOM XOpOILIO
3HAI0, K Y€MY MOKET ITPUBECTHU YEJIOBEUECKAs )KAAHOCTh. MHE 3TO HE HYKHO.

— MonoaocThb, OBITH MOXKET?

— 41 ye npoKui CBOM BEK U HE XOUy HUYEro MeHATh. 1 HUKOrjga He XoTel.

— D10 TBOE MocieaHee c1oBo? Mbl HUKAaK HE CMOXKEM NepeyoeuTh TeOs?

®eu 3arpyctuiid. MM xanko ObUIO OTIYCKATh CTAPOTo Jpyra.

— Jla, HUKaK.

— Xopo1o. Mbl HCITIOJTHUM TBOE KEJIAHUE.

[lepen rma3zamMu BOIIEOHMKA METBKHYJ OTOHEK U Morac.

— Cnu, Bonmeonuk. Criu. Teneps Thl CMOXKEIIb OTJAOXHYTh.

@eun-0oroHbKH CTAIU IMOCTENEHHO TaCHYTh, © B CKOPOM BPEMEHHM B PYHMHAX HE OCTaJIOCh
HUKOTro, Kpome ctaporo BommeOnuka. OH cujen Ha KaMmHe, ONEpeBIMCh Ha CBOM mocox. Ero
CHUSIONTME TJ1a3a ObLIN 3aKpbIThl. Deu mogapuan emMmy To, 4ero oH Tak xaxaaj. [lokoi. Beuynsrii. ..

Kto-To HazoBeT mpocrOy BosmmeOHWKa TynocThio... A s — comiallyCh ¢ HUM. 3a4yeM



BCYHOCTD, €CJIN €€ HC C KEM paB,Z[eJ'H/ITI)?

(JTama,
Mecsil 0eroBoj, 25 1eHb TOJy00i BOIbI).

Bpewmst OeXUT U HE XOUeT OocTaHaBIMBarThCcs. J|Jisi HETO HET pa3HUIlBl — JIEHb, HEJENS, TO/I. ..
Bce enuno. JKu3Hb JBUXKETCA BIEpesd YAUBISAS CBOUM pPa3HOOOpa3MeM Ha 4yjeca, TallHbl U
OTKpbITUS. BOT 1 cpok npeObiBanus Jlaasl ¢ Apy3piMu y IPaKOHOB MOAXOAWII K KOHITY. OcTaBanach
BCero omHa Hoyb. [lpa3nHuk mpormanus ¢ Apy3esimu. W Bparamu. Bens He ObiBaeT Tak, 4TOOBI Ha
NYTH >KU3HU BCTPEYATHCH TOJBKO CHUMIIATU3UPYIOIME U JOpOXKalme TOOOM JIIOMM U CO3JaHUA.
[IpocTo 3TO — KW3Hb.

A BO JIBOpILIE TEM HE CMOTPS Ha BCE 3TO — MPA3THUK.

He menee mymHbIi, yem Obl1 B Bo JBopue Mmneparopa Exas, Ho apyroii. Coscem. [loTomy
YTO TaM, BO BTOPOM JOME, TAHI[bl MOPAXKAIN CBOEH CTENEHHOCTHIO, HETOPOILUIMBOCTHIO, IIBETAMU
PaCIIMTBIX KUMOHO U SPKOCTBHIO PACKPBIBAIOIMXCS, YTOOBI MOTOM CHOBAa C THUXHUM IIEITYKOM
3aKpPBIThCA, BEEpPOB. JKapko ropsAmmMu KOCTpaMH, O3apAILIMMHA TEMHYI HOYb KEJITO-KPACHBIM
cBeToM. Mackamu. XoJomHbIMHU, Oe3AymHbIMH... MepTBeiMu. WM pamocthio, Korma 3ta Macka
Jerena B XOJIOAHBIN CHET.

3nech xe... 37ech Obula cTpacTh U Hera. Buxpsp, cBomsanmit ¢ yma. Kpacora u coBepilieHCTBO
Ten. breck ykpaleHuil, CHSHbE PA3HOLBETHBIX IV1a3 M MY3blKa... Kpwuuamas, cToOHym@as,
3aCTaBJISAIONIAs] OTOHb HECTUCH IO BEHAM. ..

D10 6bUI0. .. BodeOHO. CTpacTHO.

N Tonwko ceituac Jlaga moxkanena, 4To €€ MyXa HET ¢ HEMl psiioM... Eciii Obl OH TOJIBKO 3TO
Bujien! beut ¢ Hel! Mor pazaenuts ¢ Hel 3To cuactbe! Ho ero He Obuto psigom... U eme noiro He
oynet. Ilourn mecsir... Kak 3To gonro!

HeBoob6pa3umo. Hembicaumo.

— BBI 4TO-TO B3rpyCTHYJIH, TOCIIOXKA. .. BaM HEe HpaBUTCS HAII Mpa3gHUK?

Aunappeit Becesio yabidancs. OH Obut cyacTiauB. PsjioM ¢ HUM CUJIeNT €T0 ChIH U HACJIeAHUK, 3
CIIMHOM CTOsJIa CeMbs, a B CKOPOM BpEMEHHU JOJDKEH Obu1 mpuidtu u [pyr... U 310 ObLIO...
qyJIeCHO!

— Her! YUto Bbl! MHE oueHb HpaBUTCA... I My3bIKa, U TaHIBL, 1 KOMOaHUA!

— Tonbko?

He tak-To mpocTto 00OMaHyTh KOpPOJsi, y KOTOPOrO 3a CIUHOW mapa coTeH JieT. I orpoMHbIN
onsIT. Jla, u He Bpana Jlama. Bce aeiictBuTenbHO ObLIO 3aMedaresibHO. He BUHHUTH jk€ TPaKOHOB B
TOM, 4TO psiioM ¢ Hell HeT ee myxka! On Brnanpika, Umneparop Mmnepun. M ecTeCTBEHHO y HETC
€CTh JieJ1a NMTOBAKHEE, YEM BECEJIMTHCS HA MPa3JHUKAX U MUTh BUHO. TOJBKO OT 3TOrO HE JIETYE. ..

— Toro, Koro xouercst BUJETh PSJIOM C COOOM HET...

Aunappeil yreuaroiiee YIbIOHYICS, CHISICh MPUTYIIUTh TUISIIIYIX YEPTUKOB B U3YMPYIHBIX
ria3ax. BenukosenHo!

— He ctout yHbIBaTH, rocnoxka. /o pacceera enie MHOTO BpEMEHH. . .

JIBOpell orpoMeH U TauHCTBEHEH. BennuecTBeHEH BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT BPEMEHHU CYTOK, OyIib
TO HOYb WJIK A€Hb. ETO IBEpH BCETAa OTKPBITHI LIS APY3€il U COpaTHUKOB. M 1uisi BparoB, HOCAIMX
Macku Apy3eH... [loroMy Kak Jiydine 3HaTh ¢ KaKOW CTOPOHBI T€OE YrpoKaeT OMAaCHOCTb, YTOOBI



BOBpEMSI MIPEIOTBPATUTh HECUACTHE, YEM CTPOUTH JIOTaAKHU U 00AThCcsA. A Tak... TBoM Bpar Oyuet y
TeOs Ha BUAy... J{Jig Toro, 4To0sl y3HATh UMEHA T€X HeI00poxKeIaTeeH, 0 KOTOPIX Thl HE 3HA. ..

NmenHo no atoil npuunHe Mmmeparop B 3Ty HOYb THUXO CTOSII BO3JIE YYTh IPUOTKPBITON
JIBEpPU M3-32 KOTOPOH JOHOCHJIUCH 3BYKH OBIOIIErOCS CTEKJa W CHylajdl O4YeHb HHTEPECHBIN
pasroBop.

— Kak xe mHe Hanoena 3Ta aeBdoHka! Tonbko u ciwiry — 'Jlaga Oyner Mmneparpurieit!
Omna Benb Takast JoOpas, Takast munas! MaeansHas onopa jist Haiero Brnanpiku!' YV-y!!

OO0 creny pazbunach ctapuHHas Baza snoxu Ilepoii Kou. XKanko... OcobeHHO eciii yuecTb,
YTO B HEW CTOSJIU SIPKO aJIble LIBETHI iepeBa AMl-IIIMH, Yb€ IBETEHHE MOXKHO YBUJEThH JIUIIL Pa3 B
JECSTH JIET BBICOKO B rOpax...

A Bunanpika ux oueHs roomi! U xeHe nmogaputh xoten. Bopodem, A1 HEro HUYEro He CTOUT
Ha0OpaTh UX.

— He HepBHuuan tak, @yro. Al npekpacHO IMOHUMAK, YTO TO, YTO B JAHHBIA MOMEHI
MIPOUCXOAUT HE OYEHb... BBITOJHO JJISI HAC, HO... JTa 'NEBUYOHKA', KaK ThI CKa3alia, ceyac Jajeko.
U el ene mpeACTOUT NOOBIBATh Y OPKOB M THOMOB. A 3TO YK€ KO€-4TO J1a 3HAUMT. ..

B mpenarenbckoM cBeTe KpacHbIX (oHaApeil ONEeCHYIH 30J0ThIE BOJOCHL, a B IOJIE 3PEHUE
Brnanpikn momana pyka Ha KOTOpyHO OBUIO HageTo A0 Oe3yMHs MPOCTOE KOJEYKO C
BBITPABHPOBAHHBIM Y30POM M3 JINCTHEB. BOT 3HAUYMT KaK...

Tenepsr Bo Bparu 3amucaics 3abQuilckuil kopoib. A BeAb Korga-To Briaasika Mor Has3Barhb
Te0s gpyrom! [oka TOT He cTan Tak CUIILHO HEHABUIETH JtoeH... Ero xeny.

— YT0 THI UMEEIIL B BUTY?

['HeB yrac, kak OynaTo ero u He Obu10. PacTasui, ucnapuics. ..

— To, 4r0 y rHOMOB Hamero JOpPOrOro 4ejioBeka OyaeT XAaTh croprpus. JletaabHOro
Xapakrepa, foporas. f yx mocraparocs!

B 30710ThIX mazax HaOmrofarens MelbKHYJIa HEHAaBUCTh M kaxja youiictBa. Ho mpunuioch
TepneTh... [loToMy 9TO yOHMB KOpOJsS 3Jb(POB M CBOIO IMOIJAaHHYIO OH MTHOBEHHO pa3Bs3all Obl
BOMHY. A 3TOro emy He Hajo. [lo3TOMy B JaHHBIA MOMEHT OCTA€TCS TOJIBKO MOJYarh U TEPIIETH,
C)KUMasi KYIaKd OT THEBa U 3acCTaBlisid TE€Yb CKBO3b MAaJIbIlbl TEMHO-OOPIOBYIO KpOBb...
[Toropstuniics. Uyth HE copBajicsl. A Beb Yy HETO HA CETOAHS 3aIUIAHMPOBAHA €IlE OIHA BCTPeEYa. ..
Hamuoro Oosiee npusiTHas 1 KeaaHHas!

Bce-taku caapl aBopria ynuBUATENbHBI! 1 Tak MOX0KM HAa caM TOpPOA, YTO JaXX€ HEMHOTrO
cMenmHo. .. He mapk — nmabupunt B Munuatiope! OIHaKo, KpaCUBBINA. . .

A eme 31ech MHOTO (DOHTAHOB BOJIa B KOTOPBIX MOCTOSHHO MEHSET CBOM I[BET. JTO TakK
npekpacHo! OcoOeHHO, KoTjia XpycTajdbHble KaIlIll B3JIETAIOT B BO3/yX IMEpPETUBasICh U UCKPSCH B
cBeTe (hakesoB U JaMil. ..

Tonbko mouemy Jlage Tak rpyctHo? U npa3aHuk He paayeT, U TOCTH, U dyjleca BOJIICOHUKOB-
JPAKOHOB. ..

W Tyt pazpancs czanu royioc. MSrkuid, HeMHOr0 HaCMEIUIUBBIA OApUTOH. ..

— BbI uTO-TO 3arpyctunu, xxeHa mos. Heyxenu mou npyr Amnapped mioxXo Bac pas3BieKa?
OH 4TO, COBCEM HE cTapalicsl yroguTh BaM? Kakas xanocTh... SI-To HagesIcs, 4TO 3Ta MOE3/IKa Bac
nopazayer!

Pe3ko 00epHyThCS, Tak 4TO F00KA IJIaThs 3aIyTajach B HOTAX, U YBUJETH €ro... Toro, KOro He
xnana... ['opnoro u cunsHoro Biaapiky Pagyxuoi Mnepun, 00JaueHHOTO B 3Ty HOYb B 30JI0TO U

candup.



— Myx moi... Uto BBI...

HacmenummBo BbIrmOaeTcs ToHKas Oenass OpoBb, B 30JI0THIX INa3ax IUIAMIYT CMEIIMHKH.
Pa3Bnekaerca. 3a ee cuer. UTo kK, OHa HE NPOTHUB, €CJIM ATO CJIEIAET €ro XOTh HA CEKYHIY
CUaCTJIMBEE.

— A BbI MHE He pajbl? Kak 00uaHO. .. S-To Hazesics Bac mopajoBaTh, yAUBUTG. ..

B ero pykax oka3bIBatoTCs 1IBETHI. .. C IpKO-KpaCHBIMU JICTIECTKAMH U 0aXpOMOM Ha KOHIIaX...

[lomapok. Eu. Ot Hero.

Axtep. HacToibko XOpoumi, 4TO HEBOOOPA3UMO TPYAHO PA3IUYUTh CEPAUTCS OH WIHU
cmeercs... Benmukuit Mactep oomana. Bopouem, kutcyHe Bce Takue. B Oonbleit wim MeHBITCH
CTEIICHH.

— A pana. llpasna... I[Ipocto He oxuana.

Jlaga He ocMmenuBaeTcsl MOJOMTH K HeMY. bouTcs... A BApPYr, TO 4TO Ka3ajloCh TOT/Aa, KOrja
OHa yBHJIEJIa CBOIO CEMBIO JIMIIL HaBaxaeHne. MUMOJIeTHOE U O0JI€3HEHHOE.

N3 a3 karsares cnessl... [loueMmy oHa nmiaver?

— BbI cHOBa Hayuunuch 1wiakars... Kakoe pazouapoBanue st Beunoctu. Ee HakazaHue He
OCYILIECTBUJIOCK. ..

OHa ¥ He 3aMeTHIIa KaK OH MOJOIIe] K HeM HaCTOJbKO OJIM3KO0, YTO cAeiail Imar U yTKHEIbCs
psMO €My B rpynb. Tuxuii, onacHbld XuIHUK. CnaBa boruue, 4To oHa €My He Bpar, a BCETO JIUIIb
HKEHA.

— He nnauste. Cerogus npa3aHuK, IOMHUTE?

— VYry.

CoBcem packiieunsnach. Tak MO30pHO pacmiiakaThCsl, MOKa3aTh CBOIO CJ1a0OCTh. ..

— Cxkaxwure, BaM nToHpaBuiics Mor nogapok? Mnu ner? He cerogudmmuii, a TOT, Ipyroum?

— Yro B! /a Kak BBl MOIIIM Takoe nmoxymarb, Myx Moi?! He monpasuiics... 1 He 3HaK0 Kak
Bac OylarojiapuTh 3a Hero! UTo caenaTh, 4TOObI BEIPA3UTh BaM BCIO MOIO. ..

— Ot1imyHO. A TO s y)Xe Hadajd OECIIOKOMTCS 3a Ballle 370pOBbE, Joporas. Bel yeszxkanu u3
JIBOpIIa B TAKOH CIIEIIKE, C TAKOM OOJIbIO B ATUX YYAHBIX IJ1a3aX, 4TO s MPAaBO HE 3HAJ YTO U JIeNIaTh!

[To mekam pas3nuBaeTcsl ajibld Kapkuil pymsHen. [IOHATHO ke, 4TO H3JEBAeTCs, HO Kak
uckycHo! He )xyput, He XBaJIUT, HE OOBUHSIET... Tak, JEroHbKO MOATPYHUBAET.

— A TOKa, KaK HacUeT NPOTYJIKH IO 3TOMY 3aMEYaTEIIbHOMY MapKy?

— Kak Bam OyzeT yroJiHo.

— Cwmotpu, Kopu, a He Ham iu 310 Biaapika ryiset mo napky BMeCTe ¢ TOCIOXKOM, a?

Jlucnuka HEIOBEPUYMBO MPUIIYPUIIACH, CUIIBHEE CKUMAS B PYKaX YallIKy KaKOrO-TO MSTHOTO
ankorojpHoro HanuTka. Mmnepatop? 3aecs? Jla ObITh Takoro He moxkeT! Wn... Mmoxket?

— Hy-ka, nogsuHbCHA. ..

N crpaxka Tak akKKypaTHO MOTECHUJU C €ro HaOJII0AaTeIbHOTO MyHKTAa — CHUMIIATUYHOTO
OKOHIIA, BEIXOAMBILIETO B MApPK, MPSIMO HA TO MECTO, TJIE €IIIe HECKOJBKO CEKYH]I Ha3aj cTosu Jlana
u Mmneparop.

— CmoTpu-Ka, ¥ BIPSIMb OH...

Mu3zy ropecTHO OTXJI€OHYT W3 cBoeil damku 4daro. CTpa)kaM 3ampenieHO MHUTh aJKOTOJIb.
Taxxe kak u paccnabmsarecs. M octaBisaTe 6e3 omeku cBoero nmomunHeHHoro. Ho pa3 Brnasgpika
371ECh. ..

MoskeT, MOKHO pacciaduThcs?

Nmu noWitu nocneauTsh 3a HUMU? C NOYTUTEIBHOTO PACCTOSAHUS B CTO IIAroB, KOHEYHO!



[IpocTo myist TOro, 4ToObl YOEIUTHCS, YTO ero MMmneparopy HUKTO HE MOMEIIAET Pa3roBapuBarh C
COOCTBEHHOM KEHOM. ..

— U gymars 00 sToM 3a0ynb. Eciiu He xouenis, 4TOOBI YTPOM TBOSI MaTh OIUIAKMBaJia ChIHA.
[loBepp MOEMY UyThIO — HaM TaM CETOAHS JeNaTh HEUETO.

B miazax cuser penmMocTh HamomosiamM ¢ oOpeueHHOCThbio. Ecim Briansika XOTh 4YTO-TO
caenaet ee cectpe... Eciu npuuuHuT et 60iib... Kopu 3a cedst He pydanacs! M mieBars, 4To oHA
BCETO JIMIIL MAJICHbKAs JIMCA TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO OTIPA3/THOBABINASL CTOJETHUHN 100MICH!

— Jymaenn?

HNponuuno nogusaras o6posb. Henosepue. U Tocka.

— YBepeHa.

N3 rpynu BBIpBIBACTCS TSXKEJIBIM B3A0X. Ha MNOINOKOHHMK OIYyCKaeTCs dYala ¢ I0YTH
HETPOHYTHIM YaeM. M mycTh Bce NEeTUT B BEUHOCTh! MM TOKe HAZI0 OTABIXaTh. .. XOTs Obl HHOT/A. ..

— BbI X0Th IOHMMaeTe, uto ropopure, Biaapika?!

[Tok cxoBbiBaeT ABuxkEHHs. CTpax 0€3:KaIOCTHO XJIEWEeT 1Mo HepBaM. Jla uTo e 3To Takoe?!
TosibKO TIOBEpHUIIL, YTO BOT OHO, BCE HAKOHEII-TO YIIaIUJIOCh, YTO BCE OYy/IET XOPOIlo, KaK TOCIoxa
Cynp0a MmoIKuIbIBacT OYepeaHYIO TaI0CTh!

— Br1 6ynere Mneparpuiieit, ;keHa Mos. ITo He o0cyxaaetcs. S Tak ckazan. U Bel mpuMuTe
MO€ pELICHUE.

B ronoce 3a3Byuana cranb. He nmpuBsik MMneparop, 4TO ¢ HUM CIHOPAT, YTO €r0 pPELICHUs
00CY)XIal0T U HE IPUHUMAIOT. .. TOJBKO BOT, MO-MHEHHUIO JIajibl OH CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO Ha ceOs B3sI.
[Ipocto Opocats €ii B IMIIO CBOE PEIlICHUE. . .

A xak xe oHa? Ee Mmuenue? OHO 4TO, )11 HETO HUUETro HE 3HA4YUT?

— Ho nogymaiite, myxx moit! S denosek... HE-JIO-BEK! A ne mory ObTe UMnieparpurieii. .
Y MeHs BIlepean HE BEYHOCTh, & KAKME-TO Mapa AECATKOB JIeT! MrHOBEHHUS MO0 CPABHEHUIO C BaMU!
Jla, s MOTY MOJapUTh BaM HACJIEHUKA, HO HE MPOCUTE O OOJBIIEM. ... ITO XKE...

Kak oOBsicHUTH €My, uTO A Hee He BaxkeH TUTYI? UTo ee He BonHyeT MHeHHs CoBeTa WiH
€ro MoJJaHHbIX? YTO OHA XOYET MPOCTO KUTh. ..

— Tlouemy xe He Moxere? Bbl ymHas xeHnmHa. U s Mory OBITh YBEpEH, UTO Bbl MEHSI HE
npeaaauTe. ITO MPOCTO HE B BaIlllEM XapakTepe, keHa. Bam mpome cka3arb MHE BCE YIPEKH B
JIMI10, HEXKEJIU BCAJUTh HOX B crinHy. Hapon Bac noOUT U nojaep:kuBaet. A Bparu... YTo K, oHU
€CTh y BCEX.

Kaxk 310 Bce riryno! Bee 3Tu 3aKyJIMCHBIE UTPBI, UHTPUTH, MOKYILICHHUS. . .

— S mpocTo xouy ObITh )XK€HOM U Marepblo, Myx Moi. He Mmneparpunieit, He Kowu, a Bcero Ha
BCETO Balllel )KEHOW. bopliero MHe He HAJIO. ..

Jlerkas ynbIOKa KOCHYJIaCh TOHKO OYepUEHHBIX I'y0. VI B TpaBy moseTena cUsitoas 30J0TOM U
candupamMu Macka. XBaTUT, IPOIILIO BpeMs TallH U HeIOroBOpoK. OH YCIIBIIIAN TO, YTO XOTEN.

— W numenHo nosToMmy, s caenaro Bac Ilepsoit xxenumnon B Umnepun. [loromy 4to MHE TOXK¢
HYXHa onopa. [IycTh 1 Ha HECKOJIBKO JIECSATKOB JIET.

N 0063xer ryobl OTHEHHO-JIEISTHOW TOEIYH. . .
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KpacuB u ynuBuTeneH moyieT JpakoHa B 6€3001auHOM HeOe, KOrzia €ro OrpOMHBIE KPBUIbS CO
CBUCTOM DPa3pe3aroT BO3AYX, a Yellys CHSET MOJOOHO PEIKUM JparolleHHbIM KaMeHbsIM. CUJIbHBI
JPaKOHBI... YIUBUTENbHBI UX MoJIeThl. Ho... X0Th HE0O U JIOOUT CBOMX JI€TEW, OHO HE SIBISIETCS
JUISL HUX UCTUHHBIM JoMoM. JKaiko... Benp MHe Tak HpaBUTCS HaOIIOAATh 32 HUMH, 32 TE€M, KaK
OHHM MaPAT HaJl CHOKOWHBIM U HEKHBIM MOPEM.

deu netu He HEOEC, HO BeTpa U Bo3ayxa. HaBepHoe, MO3TOMY OHM OCOOEHHO JI00ST OyilcTBO
cBoell cruxuu. M W3-3a UX CYIHOCTM KpbUIbS y HUX TaKHE€ HEXKHbIE, IPO3pauHble, IMOYTU
HepeanbHble... OHU Beab caMu Takue. HeBo3MOKHBIE, TOYTH HEBUAUMBIE YEJIOBEUECKOMY IJIa3y.
Yto x nenarb, hen mpuHAATIEKAT IPYroMy MHUpY, He peaidbHoMy. OHU Belb caMHM KakK MeuTa.
KpacuBas, MmaHsI@as, HO HEBBIIOJIHUMAI. . .

@D eHNKCOB MO-IPaBy MOKHO Ha3BaTb UCTUHHBIMHU JI€TbMU HeOa U orHs. OHU KHUBYT B 3TOU
HEBO3MOXXHOU BhICOTE. Bhillle ueM J1axe JeTaloT APAKOHBI... YK OHU-TO HABEPHSKA HE MOTYT KHUTh
0e3 Heba... S gaxke Korga-To CibllIajia, yTo JUisl (PeHUKCa HET BBICUIEH U CTpAIHEHIIEH Kapbl YeM
oOjoMaHHbIE WM O00OpBaHHbIE KpbUIbs. Jlyume cmepts. Munocepanee. IloaTtomy s HUKOTAA HE
xorena poauthes (eHukcoM. [loromy uro xuBy B KieTke. IloToMy 4TO 3a MEHS BCE PEILMIIH.
[ToromMy 4TO cIOMAaJId KPBUIBSL.

Ho Bce-Takwu...

JIro6oii 4yenoBeKk MeyTaeT JeTrarb MMomoOHo mnTuile. Ha cBoMX COOCTBEHHBIX KPBUIBAX
NOIHATHCS B cuHee He0o. Ho HaMm He gaHO 3TOro cyacThsi. Mbl HE JpakoHbl, HE (EHUKCHI U HE
¢eu... {ns nHac HeOO HaBcerna 3akpbITO. 1 Mbl MOXKEM JIMIIL BIJISBIBATHECS B €70 BBICH, MEUTas O
TOM, YETO y HaC OBbITh HE MOKET.

(JIana,
MeCSIIT 371aTOMO0s, 2 IEHb KPACHBIX 3BE3]T).

Onu nerenn. Morydne IpakOHBI-CTPa)XXW HECIH CBOMX BCAJHUKOB K CaMOW TpaHHUIE HX
BrajgeHuil. Tyna, rie 4elloBeKa U JBYX KUTCYHE KIaJIM OpkHu. [IoToMy 4TO /IBE HEAEIU OTBEICHHBIE
Ha MYTEIIECTBUE B CTPaHy JIPAaKOHOB mpoiwid. [IponeTenn kak oauH MWTI, OCTaBUB TOCJE ceOs
CYaCTJIMBBIC U sipKue BocmoMuHauusi. HaBepHoe, 3T0 ObLJIO CaMbIM Ba)KHBIM, CAMBIM JIParolieHHbIM
B 3TOi moe3nke. Ha naHHbli MOMeHT. Beab HUKTO B 1I€JIOM MHUpPE HE 3HAET O TOM, 4YTO Oyner
3aBTpa... Kpome, HaBepHoe, Beunoctu u ee ciiyru Cynb0bil.

N Bce-Taku OBUIO Tak jKajib, YTO MPHUIUIOCH yeXaTh M3 TOCTCPUUMHOW CTOJIMIIBI PACHI
npakoHOB. CTONBKO OCTANOCh HE YBUJCHHBIM... BenukonenHele u nereHnapusie [loromnme ropel,
JBopen Ymenumx JIpeBnux, [mauynmi can...

Ho 3T0 3Ha4uT, 4YTO €CTh MIAHC BepHYThCA. ECTh miist uero BepHyThes. M paau xoro. [ToaTomy
Jlaga ynerana ¢ serkuMm cepameM. M ¢ ynpiOkoil mpoinanack ¢ Ipy3bsiMHU-CTpaKamMu, 4ToObl 4epes
MUHYTY MONPUBETCTBOBaTh bapoHa OpkoB BMecTe cO BceM ero tabopom. Iloromy uto 310 —
AKU3Hb. A KHU3Hb HE IPUEMJICT CTOSIHUS HA MECTE. ..

— Hy, xak, moHpaBmiIoCh TeO€ y APaKOHOB, MTUYKA?

[Tom3nu mo ropHOM Jopore sipKue, IBETHbIE KUOWUTKH — JoMa OpKOB. To TyT, TO TaMm
CJIBIIATMCH B3PBIBBI CMeXa Ja epedophl CTPYH TUTaphl, a nHOrAa U nenue. CTpacTHOe, IIadyllee,
3aCTaBJISIONIEE CXKUMAThCS OT CiaaKoM Oonu cepaue. HecnemmHo mnui Ha MOBOAY NMpeKpacHbIE
KOHHU...



Ecnu xouems y3Harh, Kakas Jomanas TeOe HyKHa — copocu opka. OH momdeper Tebe
HACTOSIIETO JApYyra, KOTOpbI HUKOorAa He npeaact. Ho 3Tot nap OyaeT oTaH TOJIBKO B TOM CiIydae,
€CJIM OPKH CUMTAIOT TEOS MOYTH YTO KPOBHBIM POIAMYEM, YACThIO Tabopa... B nHOM ciiyuae — He
npocH y HUX Hu4ero. O6mMaHyT, obnanomar Ja ucrapsarcs Tak, 4yTo Thl U He 3aMmetulb. Ho Jlana
Obu1a 371ech cBoeil. [loaToMy HUYero u He Oostack, CIIOKOMHO pasroBapuBaia ¢ Keem u Puoii, B To
BpEMSI, KAK KUTCYHE OTJBIXAJIN TTOCJIE MOJIETA.

Bce-taku HeOo He g nuc... CiuikoM 00sATCS OHU JieTarh mojx obmakamMu. M ux MOXKHO
NOHATH... IIpu Tex-To Bupaxkax, KOTOpbIE 3aKJaIbBaIM JpakoHbl! UTOOBI mopaaoBark... UToObI
1no3a0aBuTh... I HanyraTte. COBCEM UyTh-4yTh!

— Ouensb! Bee Obutn Takue MUibie, a MAICHBKUN TPUHIT MUOpU OKa3alcs TAKUM COPBAHIIOM |
MpI BMECTE BCEr/ia 4TO-TO YyauiIn!

Keil Becenmo paccMesics, 3alIpOKMHYB Ha3aJ TOJIOBY. YK OH-TO MOHSJI, YTO CKPBIBAJIOCH 32
NpOCThIM CJIO0BOM 'uynuth'! Ilo-kpailHell Mepe mapa MajJoCTe pa3MepoM C MaJIEHBKOE
3eMJIETPACEHUE WU LIyHAMH !

— Couumcek xapakrepamu, n1a?

Jlama xuTpo yNIbIOHYIACH.

— MoxHo cka3arh U Tak... Kak cuurtaenib, MOXXHO JIM CUATATh MMOABUIOM TO, YTO MbI C HUM
3a0panuchk B KoponeBckyto COKpOBUIIHUITY?

Ha »sToi1 (paze u3 xubOutku BeimsiHyna Pua. UToOBl uepe3 CeKyHIy 3alUThCS 3BOHKUM
CMEXOM.

— Teor Briezna B COkpoBUIHHIY APAKOHOB? DX, U ModyemMy Thl He opuaHka?! Takol TamaHT
npomnagaer!

— Iloromy uTo He mMoe 310, Pua. He moe. [[i1s1 BAC BOPOBCTBO M YMEHHME BCKPBIBATH JaXKE
cCaMbl€ CJIOKHBIE 3aMKM — OIWH U3 CMBICIOB XU3HU. [l MeHs — pa3BieueHue, 3adasa,
BO3MOXXHOCTh OTBJI€UbCS OT MOBCEITHEBHOCTH KU3HU. S ke HEe BOPOBKa, a Tak... JIt00I0 BIUMAThH B
HENPUATHOCTH !

Kelt commacHo 3akuBaj TOJOBOM, ONHOBPEMEHHO C JTUM IMOATOHSAS MOXHATyH) TEryrO
JOIIAJKY, TAIMBIIYIO UX TOBO3KY.

— TBos npasna, ntuuka. Tel HAM HE YyXKas, HO... TBOW Aap mpocto apyrou. He ckaxy, 4rto
3TO II0XO!

Janbiie myTh 1€ B TUIIMHE. YIOTHOM U Msrkoit... Corpesaronieid, MoJ0OHO TEIMIoOMY
ITYXOBOMY OJICSUTY B XOJIOJHYIO 3UMHIOK HOYb.

— 3Haemnb, a y Hac B Tabope *kuBeT 3ibduitka. Moxer, moroBopuilb ¢ Hel, a? Tedbe 3T0
npuroautcs. [Torom. Uepe3 MHOTO-MHOTrO JieT. UTO cKaxkelb, ITUYKA?

A Musy ¢ Kopu cnianu. 1 He 3HanuM HUYEro 0 TOM, YTO TOJIBKO YTO CIYYHIIOCH. ..

Onwuiika Obuta Moxoka Ha 3uMHee yrpo. ComHeuHoe u cHexxkHoe. Koxka ee Obuia Oenee
caMoro OeJyioro CHera ¢ BEpPIIMH TOp, IMa3a, YTO BBICOKOE Trojiy0oe He0O, a BOJIOCHI — YHCTHIN
COJHEYHBIM cBeT. M TakoM ke xojion. HacToiabko CHUIBHBIM, YTO Ka3ajdoCh, UTO 3€MJIS IIOJ €€
HOTaMHM 3aMEP3a€eT, a IBETHI U TpaBa MOKpbIBatOTCS nHeeM. Ho. ..

B Heii Obut cBET HE cMOTpsA HU Ha 4yTo. Ternbiii u HexHbIM. Kak y Hexnana. Mnu Jlage 3¢
TOJIBKO MOKA3aJI0Ch?

— CrpaHHO BUJIIETH Bac 3/I€Ch, I0Hast IMnepaTpuia.

[IpocToe mpuBeTcTBHE OT KOTOpOro Jlaga B3npornyna. Mmneparpuua... TUTyn KOTOporo oHa
HE XOYeT.



— Bu1 onmmbaeTech. MeHst MO Myk e1lie He KOPOHOBAJI.

Tonkue 3070ThIe OpOBU M3SIHO H3OTHYIMCH. Onb(uilka Obula ymuBieHa. MOXHO naxe
CcKa3zarb — MOKUpoBaHa. OHa K€ SICHO BHUJENA, YTO 3Ta JEBYIIKA YyXe sBIseTcs Bianprauueit
Pangyxuoit MiMnepuu, 61arocioBlieHHON M Ha3zHadyeHHOW Ha 3T0 camuM HMmmeparopom. Ilo ero
BOJIE, IO €TO KEJIAHUIO.

— Bort kak? UTto Xk, s HaJCIOCh, UTO BbI IPOCTUTE MHE MO0 OIIMOKY, rocnoxa. M He Oynute
NEpkKaTh HA MEHS 3J1a. ..

MaHepsl, MaHephl U €lle pa3 MaHepbl. DNb(bl BIUTHIBAIOT UX B CEOsI C MOJIOKOM Marepu, a
BOCIIUTAHUE TOJIBKO YKPEIUIAET JOCTUTHYTBIM pE3yabTar. JDTO HUX CYHNHOCTh. WX XU3HP —
CJICIOBAaHUE TPATULIUSM.

A Jlama X0Th ¥ YTHUT MX, HO HE JIIOOUT MOCTOSHHOE CJIEIOBaHHE UM. Take Kak U JKU3Hb B
kjieTke. [IycTh ¥ 30J10TOH.

— Jlana.

— Yro?

— Memns 30ByT Jlaga.

['oBOpAT, YTO UMST — OTpaKEHUE NyIIM. TBOE UMsI — HEMBICIUMASA LEHHOCTh. TaKk CUMTAIOT
16l Y Ha3Barh €ro Malo3HAKOMOMY... CO3JIaHUI0 HEMPOCTUTEIHHO W TIymo. Tels ke MOryT
MPOKJISICTh, MOKAJECYUTh UIN YOUTh. A MOXET Jaxe MOAYMHHUTH cBoer Bojie! Ho oTkyma snbdam
3HaTh, YTO JIFOIM MOTYT 0€3 cTpaxa Ha3bIBaTh CBOE UMs... [loroMy uTo Bpems nmonapuiao um Taxkyro
BO3MOKHOCTh — Ha3bIBaTh BCE CBOUMHU UMeHaMu. [IoTOMy 4TO MM 3TO BCEro JIHIIL HaOOp OYyKB,
HE MOTYIIMM HUYETro paccKa3aTh O CAMOM YEJIOBEKE. ..

— Br1 He OouTech Tak BOT 3alIpOCTO Ha3bIBaTh CBOE MM 3b(uiike? Heyxenn BaM HUKTO HE
YIOCY>KUJICSI HUUETO OOBICHUTh 00 UMEHU?

Jlana noxaina miuedamu. K uemy oObSICHATH TO, UTO TOBOpAT y Hee Joma? Ho...

— He 6otock. Benp Bbl gaxke eciau Obl 3aX0TeNIM, HUYEro He ciaenanu Obl MHe. IIpocTo He
CMOTJIU OBl

— Ho s ciblmana, 4To BBl OTKA3ajJuCh OT UMEHU, KOTOPOE BaM NAJIM KUTCYHE... Wiu BbI
MIPOCTO CIUIIKOM ropaas?

lopnas... Moxet ObiTh. UyTh-uyTh. Wi TpOCTO HE MPUBBIKIIAS TOTUUHITHCA? CMUPSTCS €
TeM, 4TO 3a TeOs Bce pemaroT? CIUIIKOM MPUBBIKINAS CTPOUTH CBOIO CY/IbOY CBOMMU PYKaMH.

— 910 ObU10... HauTue. I — Jlaga. He Kowu, He kTO-TO e, a Jlama. UenoBedeckas I€BYIIIK:
otaaHHas MnepaTropy MHOTOXBOCTBIX JIKC. I TPOCTO XOTEJIa COXPAHUTH Y CE0s XOTsI Obl UMS, KOJIU
YK CEMbU MEHSI Ha TOT MOMEHT JIMIIHJIN.

[Toxoe y 3ToM 3nb()HUIKN CEroHsa KaKoW-TO JeHb yauBiIeHui. Mnu npocto npuiuio Bpems?

— B moxere 3BaTh MmeHs Hpume. Eciu xoture. ..

BoT Tak ¥ HaxomsT B3aMMOIIOHMMaHHE aOCOJIOTHO pa3Hble cO3JaHus. TOIBKO MO OJHOM
MpUYUHE — COBMNajJieHre MHeHU M. [1yCTh Mo OTHOMY €IMHCTBEHHOMY BOMIPOCY, HO... 3TOTO OBbIBaECT
0oJiee 4yem JOCTaTOYHO. 3a4acTylo.

[ToTOoMy YTO CONMPUKOCHYIUCH JBE T'PAHU Pa3HbIX pac. M CTaHOBUTCS HE BaKHBIM KTO IPYT,
KTO Bpar. IIpocto um3-3a TOro, 4ro Aaxe TOPAbBIM U CUJIBHBIM IOPOW HAAO BBITOBOPHUTHCS.
Pacckazare 0 TOM, 4TO My4dT uX ayiry. Benp mOHMMaHuEe U MOAAEPKKA BPEMSI OT BPEMEHH HYXKHA
BCEM.

— 3Haeub, Mbl BEJb HE TaKuWE€ UYyJOBHIA, KAKMMHU Bbl HAC MpencTaBisere. Mbl mpocTo...
WHAa4Ye€ CMOTPUM Ha KHU3Hb. Y HAC APYTHE UEHHOCTU U MeuThl. He Xyxe 1 He Jydlle BalmXx.

Jlaga 3nana »to. IIpocTo moTOMy, YTO BCTpeHaiach C PYyCAJIKaMU, JIPAKOHAMH M OpPKAMHU.



[ToTromMy 4TO BBIIIUIA 3aMyK 32 KUTCYHE. TyT yX BOJIEM HE BOJIEM HAaUYHEUIb 3alyMbIBaTbCSI — a HE
ommbaeTcss U €€ HapoJ B CBOEM MHEHHMH O JIpyrux pacax? MoxeT B JEHCTBUTEIHHOCTH BCE HE
tak? U To 4TO Ka)keTCcsd UCTUHOM Ha caMOM JIeJIE — JIOXKE?

— Hanm ropona He 1moxoku Ha BalM, roHas Jlama. Y Hac HET HU BBICOKUX KPETIOCTHBIX CTEH,
HU TAKOTO PE3KOro CMEIIEHUS CUJIBHBIX MHpa HaIlleTo C MPOCThIMH M ciadbiMu. Her myma u
KPUKOB, HET HENMOHMMaHus W WHakombiciusA. [loutm kak B Pamyxnon HMmnepuu, rue cioBo
Brnanpiku — 3akoH. Ho... Bam Myx munocepaHee Hamero kopoid. My mpocTto OH HeE Tepsin
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO MIOTEPSUT HAIIL

JlensHple Ta3a BIVISABIBATIUCH B PABHOMYIIHOE BhICOKOE HE00. OHO MomdyanmBo. Wnu mpocTo
BCeM Tak kaxercs? Beap Ha HeM ObIBalOT U oOjaka, U paayra. A eiie ¢ Hero Jibetcst Bona. J{oxp.
Crnessl Yieaumx.

— Koposb HeHaBUAUT JIFOIEH.

Jlana 3nama »t0o. Ha cBoeil COOCTBEHHON IIKype TIOYYBCTBOBaja 3Ty HEHABUCTD.
Bopkuraroniyro gymty, He OCTABISIONIYIO0 HA CBOEM ITYTH HUYETO )KUBOTO.

— A 3Haerte 3a 4T0?

— Her...

— Ero e1uHCTBEHHOE JAUTS, HEHANISIIHBIN CBET, JTtoOMMas J104b JIoTaHapum, 30710TOM IIBETOK
Halllel cTpaHsbl, yiia K JoasaM. [loromy uro momtoOumna yenoseka. [loroMy 4To yiwia Beiien 3a TeM
KOro Jito0uiia. DTOro He MPOCTUT U He 3a0yaeT HU oAuH 31bd. [IpocTo HE cMOXkeT. ..

Jletr 3a maTh A0 poxkaeHus Jlaapl AEHUCTBUTENBHO MO MUPY XOOWJa UCTOpUS 00 3ibduiike
BITIOOUBITIEHCS B YesioBeueckoro Myxuuny. Crnenonbrra. [logapusinei emy cbiHa. YIeaiien 3a HUM.
I'pyctHas, kpacuBas cka3ka. Oka3aBiascs peajbHOCTHIO.

— Jloranapu» Obu1a ipekpacHa. /[axke O00mblie MEHs, €€ MaTEepPH.

Jlama B moke 3amepiia. beITb HE MOXKET. ..

— He ynmusnsiics, yro Buguns KoposeBy 371b(pOB Tak Jajieko OT CBOMX 3eMeib. Bce MbI
WHOTJIAa HE MOKeM OO0JIbIlle HAXOMUTHCS TaM, TJI€ Ha HAC TSHKEIOM TUIMTOM JaBAT BocmoMuHaHus. U
MOATOMY — yXOuM. UTOOBI MPOCTO MOAyMaTh, BCE B3BECUTh U PA3JIOKHUTH IO MOJOUYKAM.

— Ho Beaw 310 He Bee?

Koponesa yneiOnynacs. Upuma — 'kpacuBas'.

— 41 xouy HailTh BHyKa. MHe cka3aiu, 4To OH XUuBET cpeau jroaei. Ha CeBepHBIX OCTpOBaX.
B Benb ortyna, ronas Jlana? [ToaToMy ckaxuTe — Bbl HUTJE HE BCTPEUYATIU MOJIOAOTO MOIy3Jib(a C
W3yMPYIHBIMU TJ1a3aMHU?

boruns! Kak e 1o )xectoka! Benp 310 Jlage nmpuaercs pacckasbpiBath 0 cMepT Hexmane
9TOH... )keHnwmHe. Ha Hee oka3anack B3BajicHa 3Ta Homa! O, boruns, 3auem ThI CIIejla HUTH Tak”?
3auem?

— Kak ero 30ByT?

A TOnoc-TO mpenarenbCku Aporuyia. Benb oHa u tak goraganack. [loromy uto Ha CeBepHBIX
OCTPOBAX HUJI TOJIBKO OJIUH MOJIY3JIb(.

— Hesxnan. Tak Tbl ero 3Haenn?!

CkosbKo pagocTu... Hajgex el Ha ckopyro BcTpeuy. TobKO BOT, HE OYJIET 3TOM BCTPEUH.

— 3Ha’na.

PoxoBoe cioBo. Ymerot iu anbdsl miiakars? Korma-to 9T0 ObUIO BaXXHBIM, a ceitvac... [lepen
Jlajmo#t cupena MpOCTO CIOMIIEHHas *eHImHa y koTopod Cympba oTtoOpana BCe, YTO TOJBKO
Morna...

— OH...



— Bam BHyk ymen. BMmecTo Mens.

— To1 nymaenis, 3T0 Xopoiuas uaes Obuia — yctpouth BeTpeuy [Ituuku u Upumo, a, Keit?

Opk rpycTHO nokayai rojoBoid. OH yke 1aBHO HM B yeM He yBepeH. Ho... Dnbduiika gomxHa
3HaTh 000 BCEM, YTO CIIYYUIIOCH C €€ BHYKOM.

— He 3nar. Ho nycth aydire et 00 3ToM Tpareanu pacCKaXXeT TOT, KTO JEHUCTBUTEIBLHO 3HA
Hexnana... I mor pacckasarts 0 €ro xKu3Hu.

— 3HaeTe, omHaX A6l HexxaH MHE pacckasai ckasKy. B Te qHu, korma s eme Oblia peOeHKOM.
A cMBICII €€ s MOHSsIa TOJIBKO ceivac.

Npum>d BckuHyna roioBy. B ee miazax mieckanach 0oOib HamomojiaM C oOT4asHbeM. U
MaJICHbKOW UCKOPKOU HAJEHKIb.

— Pacckaxure... MOXeT, 51 XOTh TaK y3HaKO O TOM, KaKUM OH OBLI...

Jlaga xuBHYy”na. A 4TO elie ocTaeTcs?

— MHorma MHE KaXXeTcs, 4TO OH 3HAJI O TOM, 4TO CIyduTcs ¢co MHOM. U ¢ HuM. [loaTomy... u
pacckaszain MHE 00 ypoKe, KOTOPBIM Mpernogan KEHTAaBp OJHOM 4YesIOBEUECKOU JeBouke. S yxe He
IIOMHIO €€ BCIO, TOJIbKO YaCTh, HO...

— Ilouemy ThI Buepa miakana? — CHPOCUI CBOKO YYEHHILYy CTapblii KEHTABp C YOAUBUTEIHHO
MYIPBIMHU U TOOPBIMU CUHUMH TJIa3aMHU.

— Sl nomxHa craTh KOpOJIEBOU. .. Uepes HeAento. ..

— W »T0 moBoOJ 1A cie3?

VYousnenune. HeogoOpenue. U pazouapoBanue. Heyxenu, 3a Bce TO Bpems, 4TO OH oOyda
ATOro pedeHKa, eMy He yAajoCh JIOHECTH JI0 HEE TO CaMO€, HEMBICIUMO Ba)KHOE U HEOOXOIUMOE.
WNnwu mpocTo oHa HE ycbIaia ero?

— Tb1 HEe moHUMaeb! S qowkHa Oyay )KUTh, KaK NTHUIA B KJIETKE. .. s HE X04y... HE Oy1y...

[o miekaM OMSITh MOAUIUCH CJIE3bl. A KEHTaBp TOJIBKO IMOKayall TOJIOBOM.

— TbI HEgoMKHA mnakars. [lomymai o TeX, komy Thl Hy)kHa. Celdac KOpOJEBCTBOM IMPABUT
37I0M TUpaH, JIOAU U BOJIIEOHBIE CO3JaHUs KUBYT B CTpaxe, 00sATCs caenarb 4To-To He To! Thl ux
Hajgexaa. Hamexxna Ha TO, 4YTO BCe H3MEHUTCS, 4YTO Thl Oylelb J00po U MYIpoi
IpaBUTENbHULEH. Thl MEHS TOHUMAECIIb?

CnuikoM MpUBBIK OH yuuTh. Ho... Kak nHaYe 0OBSICHATH MPOCTHIE U BAXKHbBIC BEILH ?

— [a. Ho s He ymero...

— TsI HayuuIIBCA, BeIb C TOOON OyIyT T€, KTO Becerna OyJeT roToB MOMOYb TeOe Ha TBOEM HE
JIETKOM IyTH. Beqib B OAMHOYKY 3TOT Ipy3 MOJHATH HE MO CUITY!

KeHTaBp BHUMATEIbHO MOCMOTpPEN HA CTOAIIYIO Tepe] HUM JEBOYKY, KaK OyITO YTO-TO IS
ce0s perasi.

— Toitaem co MHO#. S x0uy TeOe Koe-4To MoKa3aTh U 00BICHUTH. B mocieHuii pas.

JleBouka MoJiua mocliiefoBana 3a KeHTtaBpoM. OHa HE 3Haya, KaKk JOJITO OHM IIUIH, HO 4epe3
HEKOTOpOE BpEMs €€ YUUTeldb OCTaHOBWJICA. OHM BBIIUIM HA KPYIIYIO, MOKPBITYIO O€IbIMU
[BETAMU, MOJISIHY, 3AJIMTYIO JIYHHBIM CBETOM. KEHTaBp MOAHSII CBOIO CEIYIO TOJIOBY M ITOCMOTpE
HA 3BE3/IbL

— CKaxH, 9YTO Thl BUIUIIL?

— 3BE3BI.

— ToabpKo 3831517

— Jla.



JIeBouKka ycipllana, YTO KEHTaBp KaK-TO OYEHb I'PYCTHO XMBIKHYIL.

— A 51 BUXKy JiereHibl. Jlerenapl 0 co3pe3nusix. Tol 3HaCHb UX?

— Jla. BoH TO ckomiieHHe 3BE3[ 3TO CO3BE3ME NIPAKOHA, KOTOPBIM cHac KOLAa-TO Topol, a
BOT TO — MEPBOro PeHUKCa, a To...

— A TBI 3Haellb, MOYEMY JIFOIU TMOMHST 3TH JIETeHAbI? — TepeOusl ee KEHTaBp, BCE €IIe
CMOTPS Ha 3BE3/IbL.

— Her...

— IloToMy 4TO, BCE T€, B 4ECTh KOTOPBIX HA3BAHBI 3TH 3BE3/bl, KOTAA-TO COBEPIIMIA TAKHE
7ea, KOTOpble HE 3a0BIBAIOTCS JaKe CIYCTS Beka. Bce OHM Korma-TO MOKEPTBOBAIM CBOMMH
KUZHSAMH paju JtofeH, paau Bcero mupa. OHU He ObUTH TE€MU, KTO OHU €CTh. XOTS HE BCE U3 HUX
ObuTH reposiMu. OHU MPOCTO KWK pajiv Jrojiel. Thl MOHUMAEIIb, TO UTO 5 X0uy TeOe CKazaTh?

— Jla. S momxHa crarb KOpOJIEBOM, MO-KPAMHEN MEpPE Pallnd JIIOJEH, KOTOPHIE )KUBYT B 3TOU
cTpaHe. S 1oJpKHA MOMOYb UM, €CJIM HE pajid HUX, TO XOTs Obl pajul T€X, KTO MOTU0 3a HUX, MOTHO

3a 3TOT MHUp. Panm Bcex Tex B UbI0 YECTh HA3BaHBI 3BE3/bl, — CKa3aja JIeBOYKa, IS B IVlaza
KCHTaBpY.

Yuutenb ynpIOHYICS €1 U, pa3BEPHYBIIMCH, UCUYE3 CPEIU JICPEBBEB.

— Jlo BcTpeun! — mpokpudaia BCie ] IeBOUYKa, 3Has, YTO KEHTaBp €€ YCIIBIIINT.

Bot Takas cka3ka. A 3HaeTe, 4To OBLIO B KOHIIE?

— Her...

— HexpgaH cka3zai, 4To 3Ta JEBOYKA Ja)K€ HE MOJ03peBajia B TOT MOMEHT, UTO T€ TOJbI, B
KOTOphIC OyleT OHa IpaBUTh, OCTAHYTCS B MaMSTH JIIOIEM KaK caMble CIIOKOWHBIC, a €€ camy
3alIOMHSAT KaK CaMyIO CIIPaBEIJIUBYIO KOpPOJieBY. M 4ToO mocie Toro kak oHa yMpeT, JIOJA Ha30BYT
€€ UMEHEM 3BE3]ly, KOTOPYIO MOXHO BHUJETh Ha HEOE TOJBKO B Mae, Mecslle, KOrja 3Ta J€BOUKa
BCTYMNHWJIAa HA TIPECTOJI.

YTo He Ba)KHO, K€M Thl POIWJICA TIOA ATHMHU 3Be3damMu. BakHo keM ThI cTaid. M moka Tebs
MTOMHHUT XOTh OJTHO CO3JaHHUE M3 ITOro MuUpa — ThI Oymemb kuTh. A Hexxgana momusar. M Oymyr
MMOMHHUTH. A 3HAYUT — OH HUKOTJIa HE YMPET.

I'naea 24

Ecnu Houblo Ha HeOe HeT OOJIAKOB U HE UJIET JI0%K]lb, TO MOKHO YBUAETH 3Be3bl. OHU CUSIOT
Ha TEMHO-CMHEM Oapxare, MomoO0HO IparoleHHbIM KaMHSM B NIyOMHaX Meniep Wi MaJCHbKUM
CBETJISTYKAM B IyOMHe jeca. 1o kpacuso. Ho...

YT0 ke Takoe 3BE3bI?

Onbdbl, APAKOHBI U PYCAIIKHM CUUTAIOT, YTO 3TO T'€POM MPOUUIOr0, KOTOpPbIE 0OpEIU BTOPYIO
KU3Hb Ha HEOOCKIIOHE. 3a AesIHUA, KOTOPhIE HEBO3MOXKHO 3a0bITh. [{ake CIyCTs ThICSUH JIET.

Jlsi THOMOB 3BE3/1bI — JIParolieHHbIE KaMHH-CIEe3bl bOrmHE, KOTOpBIE OHa CIy4alHO
oOpoHMIIa, KOTJia co3aaBajia 3TOT MUpP. TOIBKO B 3TO g HE Bepro. MoxkeT ObITh 3TO onmoOka... Ho
YTO €CTh, TO €CTh. Y KayKJI0r0 CBOS BEpA.

KutcyHe roBOpsT, 4YTO 3TO IyIIM BCEX XKUBYIIMX Ha CBETE co3naHuii. M korma 3Be3na mamaer
WJIA TACHET, TO 3TO 3HAYMT, YTO KTO-TO yel. YMep. be3Bo3BpatHo. ['pycTHO...

Opku Ha3pIBaIOT 3BE3bl AylIIaMHU BeIUMKUX Koposiel. CaMmbIx pa3HbIxX pac. S He 3Har... Hc



MMEHHO UX BEpCHUs Hanbojee moxoxka Ha Ty, O KOTOPOM pacCKa3bIBalOT y MEHS JOMa.

Ha CeBepHbIX OCTpOBax CUHUTAKOT, YTO 3TO T€, KTO VIIEJN, CMOTPAT Ha 3TOT MHUpP Yepe3
MaJIEHbKUE CHUSIONME OKOHIA. M1 moMorarT Tem, KTO B3bIBA€T K HUM. U ciemdar 3a cBOeM ceMbeu.
Ponom. beperyr ux. Xpansrt. [Ipeaynpexaator.

MoskeT ObITh, U 51 KOTJIa-HUOYAh Oy/ly CMOTPETh CKBO3b CBOE OKHO Ha 3TOT Mup. W 3anmiars
T€X, KTO MHE JOPOT.

A euie JIIOAW TOBOPST, YTO KEJIAHWE, 3araJlaHHOE Ha MAJAIOUIyI0 3BE3/ly, MOXKET U3MEHUTh
cynp0y. [lepenucath ee Takke Kak nepervieTaoT HUTH cyned KpyxeBHUIbL. . .

(Jlama,
MecHIl 3J1aToNo0Js, 4 J€Hb KPACHBIX 3B€3]1)

Bpemsi untepecHas mrryka... OcoOeHHO, KOTJa OHO O€XHUT, HECeTcsl BIEpeid, HE 3amevas
nepes coboil abCOMOTHO HUYEro, a B JIPYro€ MTHOBEHME — IIOJN3€T 4Yepernaxoi, CIOBHO HeE
CEKYH/Ibl OTMEPSET, a OYJIIBLDKHUKH TSKEJIbIe IEPEBOPAYMBAET Ja IepeKJIaIbIBacT!

W 5TO TONBKO KaxkeTcs?

Ho omHO sCHO, KaK J€Hb, Mbl HUKOIZIAa HE XOTHMM pPAaccTaBarbCi ¢ TEMH KTO HaM gopor. U
CKOJIbKO OBbI HE OBLTO OTBEICHO BPEMEHU Ha BCTpeUy Wil OOIIeHHE, eTo Bcerna OyaeT maso. TakoBa
KU3Hb.

[TorTomy 1 He ObLTO 00MIHO Jlazge, 4TO ¢ OpKaMu el CyXAEHO ObUIO MPOBECTU BCETO TPHU JTHAL.
be3zymHo kopoTkux. beamepHo nonrux. Hactonpko, 4TO U HE COCYUTAT.

Ho xuB B mamaru pasroBop ¢ baponom. Hexnanueni. Hewasnusni. 3acTaBuBIIME
3ayMaThCHl. ..

— Beudep nobpsIif Bam, Kpaca ceBepHasi. ..

Crap bapon. Cepebpo rycTo JIETIO Ha €ro BOJOCHI, a MOPIMHBI — Ha JUI0... Ho B m1azax —
OroHb. KOTOpBIN HE TTOracuTh 10 MOCIEAHEr0 MUTA )KU3HU. HEBO3MOXKHO 3TO.

— U BaM 31paBCTBOBATH!

Kait u Pua ynmu. K ragyke u Beapme — Mau. BepHee naxe He OHU, a UX Apyr Apo, KOTOPOrc
T€ TAUJIM 4YyTh JM HE 32 IIKUPKY... YK O4€Hb A3TUM JIBOUM XOTEJIOCh y3HATh O TOM, YTO B
MOCJIEAHEE BPEMSI CKPBIBAET B CEPALE 3TOT OPK!

Ho Jlaga Obuta Oonee ueMm yBepeHa — HE BBIfAET y HUX Huuero. Iloromy kak o camowm
COKPOBEHHOM HMKOMY HE pacCKa3bIBarOT. Tonbko mo0nMbIM. [la 1 TO — He BceM.

— 3HaeTe, a Be/b sl HE Yasil, YTO Bbl CPEJIM KUTCYHE BBDKUBUTE... BBI )K€ COBCEM HE YMEETE U
HE MOXETE JraTh!

['na3a B rna3a. [loromy 4TO HE crpocTa MPOU3HECEHBI 3TH CiioBa!

— A g u He nrana... Ho Belb HUKTO HE 3alpeial MHE yMaluyuBaTh, IPEBPATHO TPAKTOBATH J1a
BBICKA3bIBAThCS JIBYCMBICICHHO!

— TeM Oozee, 4TO JIOKb B KOTOPYIO BEPSIT BCEM CEPIIEM HE MOXKET CUMTAThCsl HE mpaBoil. B
MIPUBBIYHOM CMBICTE. Tak?

3adeM crOpammBarh TO, Y€MYy KaK ThI 3Haellb YeJOBEKa HAaydus TBOM ke Tabop. Pacckazan
coOcTBeHHBIE TailHbI U ceKpeThl. He Bce. TobKo MO3BOIMBIIME BpaTh HE CKa3aB HU CIIOBA JIKHU.

— Jla. Otum naxe boru rpemar, a 4To TOBOPUTH O HAC, MPOCTHIX CMEPTHBIX?

Ho orBera Ha 3ToT Bompoc Jlama Tak M He HOXIanach. 3aro MOJy4dWJia MPeaynpexICHUE-
HanyrctBue. CTporoe u cyponoe!



— 3anoMHU CBOM CJIOBA, AeBO4YKa! Kpernko-Hakpenko 3allOMHU TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aHHoe! OHO
TeOe BCKOpPE MPUTOAUTCH. ..

A BrHepenu yxe Masyuiid Bpara, BeAynme B ropox rHoMoB. [lom3eMHoe wapctBo, TaAE
MOCTOSTHHO CJIBIIIMTCS 3BYK yJapOB MOJIOTA UM KUPKH. [ 1€ HET COTHEYHOTO CBeTa. [ 1€ moeT CBOoto
MECHIO 3EMJISL.

Eme 4uyrh-uyTh... Kakux-To moyiyaca M IBETHbIE KMOUTKM HAYHYT CBOM OOpATHBIA IYTh.
Mumo CepeHuBbIX TOp, Yepe3 Mroackue ropoaa kK CeBepHbIM OCTpoBaM... A ganbliie... YTo xkaanc
WX Jajbliie 3Ha0 Tojbko He0o. Hy, moxeT eme, Beunocts ¢ Cynp6010.

— Hy, BOT 1 CHOBa NIpUXOAUT BPEMSI paCcCTaBaThCs, ITUYKA. . .

Opky ObL10 TpycTHO. BeTpeda-To momxoauia k KoHIY. Tak ke Kak u myTeriectBue. Kaib...
Benp ele cTonbko ObLIO HE CKa3aHO-paccKa3aHo!

— He rpyctu... Tbl %ke Bcerga MoKellb mpuexarb K HaM BO nBoper. [ns Bac ¢ Pua 310 He
npobnema. He To, uro asg MeHs. ..

Yenorek ynbioancs. Jlerkoii rpycthio. Tak kak 3Hall — HUYTO HE KoHYaeTcs. [Ipocto moromy,
YTO TaK €CTh. JKH3Hb HE CKAa3Ka M HE HCTOPHUS PaCCKa3aHHAas 3UMHHUM BE€UEPOM y KOCTpa WM
kamuHa. 1 B Heil He ObIBaeT CYACTIMBBIX KOHIIOB. BripoueM, kak u mioxux. ECTe TOnbKO gopora
Yel KOHEIl TEPSETCS B TYMAaHaxX BPEMEH.

— Jla... Uto k... Torma, s He ckaxy TeOe MpoIai, HO 10 CBUAAHUS.

A Pwua mpITanach pacToikarb Bce €lle crsinmx KuTcyHe! BoT yxx conu tak conu! Bero gopory
crianiu O6ecripobynHo! Tak, uTo u He HAOOyAUTHCS... TOJNBKO BOT, MOYEMY CEPALIE HE OCTaBIISICT
YyBCTBO, YTO 3TO ObUI HE MPOCTOM COH...?

— Bort yx, 3amaua! Jla BctaBaite ke, nucbl-conu! Ilpuexamu! Ay... Jlaga, Hy XOTh TBI-TQ
MPYMU y4acTHe B MOOYJIKE CBOUX JIPy3€H-OXPaHHUKOB!

HenosonbHa n o0mxena. beiBaer.

— PebGsra... Berasaiite. Mbl Ha MecTe.

['onoc He rpomue menora. Tuxoro-tuxoro. Takoro, 4ro ¢ TpyAOM MOXKHO ycublmarsk. Ho
Mu3y ¢ Kopu MraoBeHHo BckakuBaroT. CioBHO Obl 1 He cnianu. Ho Benp Tak... He ObIBaeT.

— JlaBaiiTe ObicTpee... Hac yxxe BcTpeuaror.

N BopaBmy... Y Bpar yxe CTOsIa KEHIMHA B OKPYKEHUM CTpaked. PppKeKkyapas KHATUHS
bynuka.

— J1o BcTpeun, ntuuka! Jlo Bctpeun!

— Mo Bctpeun! 1o BcTpeun. o BcTpeun. ..

Otu cnosa noaxsarui bapoH, 3arem Bech TabOp, TOTOM caMU TOPHI, a 3aTeM U cam mup... U
eIlle J0JITO B OAHEOEChE 3ByUalid 3TU MPOCTHIE CJIOBA. ..

['ne-to Ha rpaHuie MUPOB BCTPETHIMCH JABOoe. Te, KTo He ObUI co3iaH HuKeM. Kotopsie
npocto nosBuIMCh. M camu cranu co3narensamu. Beero nBoe. 13 Tpex...

Xots JIt000Bb HEIb3s HA3BATh B MOJHOM Mepe HUKEM He co3laHHOoW. Ho 1 mocTaBuTh Ha OAHY
ctynenb ¢ XKuznpto, CmepThio 1 Cynp0oit — Toxke. OHa MpOCTO... Apyras.

A Bpems u Beunocts He co3nannbie. OHU IPOCTO €CTh.

— Iloyemy TBHI Tak HeHaBUIUIIL MouX AeTel, Beunocts? UTo oHM Tebe caenanu? B dewm
MPOBUHUJIUCH?

Beunocts kpuBut ryosl. Ho Bpems He Bumut storo. M3-3a Macku, CKpBIBAIOIICH JIUIIO €TC
cobecennuIpl. MIcCKycHOM, CO3JaHHOM M3 BEYHOM ThMbBI MAaCKHU CKBO3b KOTOPOIO BUIHO TOJIHKO



riiaza. XoJ0/iHbIe, Oe3AyIlHbIe, MPOHUKAIOIIME B aymly.... CTpallHbIe.

— HenaBuxy? 1?7 Tor oumbaembcs, ctapuk! S HUKOro He HEHaBUXKY. TeM Oosee... ITUX
JOJIEN, TBOUX JeTeil... MHe 3To He3aueM. UTo, y MEHs IpYrux JIe] HET?

Bpemsa He Beput. Ciniikom Xopoimo oH 3HaeT e€e. CIHIIKOM 4YacTO MEPECEKATUCh UX IYTH.
CIMILKOM MHOTO OHH MPOLUIH MO OJHOW JI0POTe.

— Jla? Torga moyeMy Thl TaK XOYEllb MOTYOUTh 3TY HAMBHYIO JICBOYKY? 3aueM Thl TaK 4acTo
Jaelb dTOT KYTKUW nap moasm?! Jlap nepemnerarb U MEHSTh CyAbObI... 3a4eM Thl B3BaJIMBaCIIlb
HA UX [UIEYU TAKYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH?

Beunocts Haamenna. JKectoka. EMl HET HyXIbpl OoTBedarb Ha 3TH BOmNpochl... Ho m He
OTBETUTH OHA HE MOXKeT. He moromy utro Bpems cuibhee. .. Mnm crapie. [IpocTto HE MOXKeET.

— MoxeT, HOTOMY YTO MHE CKY4YHO?

N3zsimHo BeIrHYack 6poBb. Ho aToro He BuHO. Kak 1 KpuBOM, CJIOBHO Obl HEKUBOM YITBIOKH.

— A TBOM JE€TH BCETAa HACTOJBKO... HEOXHUIaHHbL Jlaxke Henpeackasyembl. OmHO
ynoBoJibcTBUE! CKaXu, Thl CHEUAIBHO X TAKUMU CO3/1aJ1?

B rpynu crapuka nogHumaeTcs HEHaBUCTh. Kak ke OH ee... mpe3upaeT. 3a paBHOAYIIME, 32
XOJIOJI, 32 3TY JIIOOOBb UTPaTh YyKUMU KU3HAMU. 11 4TOOBI HE copBaTbest OH yxonuT. [1o meckam u
ITYCTBIHSIM CBOE€H TEPPUTOPHUU.

A Bcllel eMy HeceTcsl JKeCTOKHMM cmex. Toi, koTopas cama Oblia kKorga-To KpykeBHHIIEH.
JaBHBIM-1aBHO. Ellie 10 COTBOpEHUs 3TOr0 Mupa. M cOTeH Ipyrux Toxe.

Tonbko BoT... He Mmor Bpems 3Harh, uto 310 BCe OblIa urpa. Macka. U korna oH yiesn, To oHa
cinerena ¢ nauua Bewnoctu. Pacrtasuia TeMHbIM gpiMoM. CMmemanach ¢ XaOCOM M IEPBO3JAAHHON
TEMHOTOM.

W HekoMy ObUIO YBHJAETH CTpaJaHHE Ha JIMILE 3TOW XOJOAHOM, CHIIBHOW M PaBHOMYIIHOW
bornnu. He xomy crepets ciessl ¢ ee mek. M HekoMy yeinsiarh ee menot. Ee orser. 1IpaBauBelii.
Hacrosmmii.

— IloToMy, 4TO OHA CIMILIKOM MOXOKa HA Ty MEHs, KOTOpAas »Wja 0 TOro, Kak s crajia
Beunoctsio. [ToTomy, 4TO s1 HEe X0uy 4TOOBI OHA MOBTOpHUJIA MOM MyTh. He xouy, 4TOOBI OHA U OHU
y3HaJIu 3Ty 00Jb. bosib BIacTu HaJ Yy)KMMHU CyIb0aMU HACTOJBKO CHUJIBHYIO, YTO Te€OE HE CMEeT
MEePEYUTh HUKTO... KpomMe TBOMX IIIyNbIX U YIUBUTEIBHO CHIIBHBIX JeTel, Bpems...

Kopoust 316(hoB ofosnieBana ckyka. CuibHas u OecrniomaaHas. A oH He Jto0uI cKkydarb. [loutu
HeHaBujiell. [louTu Takxke Kak W Jrojel. 3a To, 4TO MocMeNd OToOparh y HEero Jo4b. A 3arem u
BHyKa. KoToporo oH Tak m HE CMOT y3HaTb. A B CMEpPTH MOCJEAHEro Oblla BUHOBara OJHa-
€MHCTBEHHAs J€BYOHKA. IJTa... xeHa Mmmneparopa, Jlaga-Kou. Iloutn WMmneparpuna. Iloutn
paBHas Bumansike. Ho He no konua. Iloromy uro ee eme He xkopoHoBamu. He mocBarunu. He
MPUBS3AJIM TOHKOM Oeiol ieHTou k Mmmnepun.

— Omna He ctanet Bnagpruuneit. Eciu Bce npoiaeT Kak HajO. ..

[Ipocto mbiciu Bciayx. Tam rme ero HMKTO He Mor mojiciaymars. Ho... Bcerma ObIBaroT
HCKJIFOYCHUS.

— Yro Bce, Moit goporoii ctapsiii pyr? Mnu mue ciienyeT Ha3BaTh Te0s1 Bparom?

3a0bLT KOPOJb, YTO KUTCYHE MOTYT MPOHUKHYTH Kyfaa yrogHo. Ocobenno Mmmneparop. U He
OCTaHOBSAT €TI0 HU JBEPU, HU CTEHBL, HU 3aMKH U HU CTpaxka. [IpocTo moTomy, 4TO TaK €CTh.

A emie oH 3a0bUlI, UTO 3TUX co3faHuil BeyHocTn Hajo mo-HacTosIEMy OOSThCS, KOTJa OHU
npuxofsaT B cBoed Hacrosmei Qopme. PDopme nuca. OHu ke o6OoporHu. Hacrosmme.
[lepBoponubie. Jlerko Morynme MeHSITh cBoe o0nuube. Ho modeMy-To Oosbllie  BCEro



MPEANOYUTAIONINE KUTH B TIOJIY4ETIOBEYECKOM OOJIHKE.

— S He monumato tebs, Jpyr Exaii...

A Buagpika crosin nepen HUM. KpacuBblil, CUIIbHBIA M ONACHBIA 3BEpPb, 3arHABIIMN B YroJ
CBOIO J00buy. [loToMy Kak M3 CBOMX JPEBECHO-XPYCTAJIbHBIX IMMOKOEB 3Jb() BBINTH HE MOL
3a010KUPOBAHBI XObl UY)KOW U CTpamHoi marueit. YynoBuireM, Ha 4bt0 COOCTBEHHOCTh IMOCMENH
MOCSTHYTh.

Ho 510 uynoBume 3aBopaxkupano. llputsaruBano B3misig. I UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT, KOTAA
30JI0TO BCTPETUIIOCH C U3YMPYZIOM, KOpOJIb MOHsUI, mouemy Mmneparopa Pamyxxnon Umnepuun nipu
poxaeHun Hapekiau Exaem.

Momnctp. Kupori u Hactosiumii. be3 pazaymuii Morymmi yOuth CBOMX BparoB. 3a TO, UTC
MOKYCUJIMCh Ha TO, YTO OH 3amminaet. M He OyneT craceHus sTuM cymaciieanmMm Hurae. Huxorna.
[ToTomy 4TO Be3zie MX HAMAYT CBEpKarolie cepeOpoM CMEPTOHOCHBIE KOI'TH. BBIBEpHYT BCIO ITyIIly
HaW3HAHKYy IJa3a [BETa PACIJIABICHHOTO 30J0Ta. Pa3opByT ropjo rpo3HO OCKAJIEHHBIE KIIBIKH.
I'opnocts kutcyHe. JIUCHL

[Ipuspak. HepeanbHo peanbHblil. OT cBeTslIEHCS B TEMHOTE O€JIOW MIEPCTH 10 KIIyOAIIErocs
BOKpPYr Hero Ttymana. CMEpTeNbHOro. 3aMOpPAXKMBAIOIIETO BCE HAa CBOeM myrh. HaBepHoe, Tak
MOIJIO ObI BRINISIAETH AbixaHue CmepTu. ToabKo 3TO HEMB3s CKa3aTh HABEPHSIKA. . .

Hyx. ns xoToporo He cymecTByeT mnperpaia. becnnoTHeli u McTsiumii. Hecynmint ¢Boro kapy.
A 1O MOy CTENATCS MyHMCThie XBOCTHI. benbie-0enbie. C KOTOPBIX CIETAIOT TaKHUE K€ UCKPBHI.
Jlronu CYUTAIOT, YTO B XBOCTaX KUTCYHE COCPEAOTOYEHA MX ChJIa. TOJIIBKO 3TO — JI0XKb. Benp nx
HEJIB3S1 JIMIIATH 3TOTO CTPAHHOTO yKpameHus. OHO pacTaeT B pykax BMECTE CO CBOMM XO3SIMHOM.

Hemon. Kpamgymmit mynmm. OOematonmii MHoroe. M, eCTECTBEHHO, BBITOIHSIONMNA CBOY
obemanus. Kak sxe nnade! Ho ToJbKO HE Tak, KaK 3TOr0 XOTEJIOCh Obl TOMY, KOMY Jlajiu CJIOBO.
OOMannwmk, Hocsinmii Macky. Ho BOT TOJIBKO HUKTO HE 3HAET, KaK Thl BRIIJISAJIMIIL HA CAMOM JIEIIE.
Nnu — uet?

— BoT Kak... A g-TO HauBHBIN JyMall, YTO 3TO TBOMW CIYIU MBITAIIUCH CETOJIHS. .. TOYHEE IATh
MUHYT Ha3aj... yOUTh MOIO JK€HY, ToKa oHa criana. Mnu s He mpan?

[lokazHoe paBHOOyIIME CMELIEHHOE C 03a004eHHOCThI0. Kak Oyaro KuTcyHe Oosuics
ommOuTHCH. .. TobKO He OyaeT 3Toro. He B 3TOM XU3HMU.

— Hanerocs, ¢ Helt Bce B nopsike? BUHOBHBIX HaKa3anu?

A uyxkas Mmarus yxxe craBinuaeT ropiio. [Ipenocreperatomie. [Toka uto.

— besycnoBHo. Nuaue u ObITh He MOXkeT. A Moux COBETHHUKOB — MPEAyNpeariu.
OcTopokHO Tak... YTOOBI OHM MOHSIIM HABEPHSAKA, YTO €CIIA ATa UTPa MPOAODKUTCA, TO UX MECTa
3aiiMeT KTO-TO Jipyroi, a UepHsblil 1a GuoneToBslil poga OyIyT XOPOHUTH CBOMX TJIaB. ..

U cioBHO OBl BCKOJIB3b. ..

— S Bcerna 3anmiaro Tex, KTO BUJEN Moe JInIlo 6e3 Macku. 100 3acmyxuiu.

Bort oHo kak... Uto *k, 1eB4oHKe noBe3no. B koropsiit pa3. O6uaHo... EMy cHOBa He yaasiock
OTOMCTHTb.

— U 3naens, yto moit pyr?

JlackoBas yrposa. M cuia, cKoBbIBaromasi mo pykaM u Horam. He Tsrarbcs ¢ HEW KOPOJIO
a6 oB. He xBaTuT HU ymMeHus1, HU criocobHocteil. OH cimabee sToro 3Beps. Bo mHOTO pas.

— Ecmu 1h1 eme pas... OIMH-€IUHCTBEHHBIM pa3 IMOCMEEIIb MOCSATHYTh Ha >XKU3Hb MOEM
kounm... He BaykHO, UbUMU pyKaMH... S cOTpy ¢ JuIla 3eMJId TeOs U TBOIO CTpaHy. Thl 3Haelb, y
MEHS XBaTUT CHJI. 1 mOHMMaenp, 4TO 3a BaC HUKTO HE BCTyHNUTCS. CIMIIKOM CUIIBHO Thl HCIOPTHUII
OTHOIICHUS ¢ ApYyruMH pacaMu. CIMIIKOM CHJIbHA HEHABUCTh B TBOEM CEPAIE... A Yy HAC 3TOTO HE



MpoIaeT gaxke BeyHocTs. ..

Brnanpika yapi0aeTcsi BO BCE€ KIBIKM CBOETO CMEPTOHOCHOro ockaia. M 3To myraer paxke
OoJIbllie, BUTAIOILEH B KOMHATE CUJIbI 1 Maruu.

— Tbl He UMeenb paBa Ha MECTh, KOpoJib. 1100 B TOM, UTO yMepia TBOS 104b, BAHOBAThI HE
JIOIM, a Thl caM. Benp ThI )K€ MOI IIPUHATH B CEMBIO TOro ciuenonbita. llomaputs emy moutu
BEYHOCTb.

Brnanpika uMnepuu Tasij B IyHHOM CBeTe, Kak npuspak. Ho on u Obut um. YactuuHo.

— Bo BceM caiyduBIIEMCSI BHHOBAT TOJBKO ThI. ThI, a HE Jitoau... He mos xeHa.

Kpery boruan Beunoctn XommOomm roToBUjcS K CKOpou nepemMoHuu. [lo mpukasy cBoero
Nmneparopa.

Ho Bce-Taku kak yauBuTenbHa cyap0a! Kakumu ObIBalOT MOPOM HEOXKHAAHHBIMH CIOPIPHU3HI
xu3Hu! Hy, kTo OBl MOT MOAyMarh, 4YTO KOTJa-HUOYIb yesioBek OyneT npaBuTh MMnepueit. Umu.
Kutcyne. Uto Bblme 3TOro 4enoeka OyaeT Tosibko Braapika? He XommOomm-goHO, XOTS...
JIOJI’KEH OBLI.

[Toromy uto Buaen! Bupaen 3Ty mMalleHbKYIO 4eNoOBEYKy, 3anail el Bompoc... Ha kotopsii
MTHOBEHHO Obl1 Haigen OtBeT. Jla TakoW AWBHBINA, YTO HEIB3I U CKa3aTh... [lOMBICIHTH
HEBO3MOKHO!

S xouy umets goMm!

Tak mpocTo u Tak cimoxHo... Ho... Heyxenn ux Bnanaplka penmics mogapuTh CBOEH KEHE
TaKO€ CBSIIEHHON MECTO?

JloM... Heyxenu, oH cymen moitoOUTh 3Ty MUIYIO, CUIIbHYIO, Cla0yi0, HAMBHYIO U TIIYIYIO
neBouky? He Tak, kak JOOAT JIOAM, HO Kak JOOST KuUTCyHe... [lonHocThio noBepsisi. OTnaBas
ce0s... Macka-To cHsaTa. Ha mpa3gHuke y IpakoHOB. ..

— KTo0 ona tebe, moit Immneparop? Kto?

Bompoc oOpamieHHBIII K TOMY, KTO Jajieko. Y THOMOB. HaBem@aeT cBoro MmoJIOBUHKY. Ty,
KOTOPYIO XOIMOOIIM-I0HO caM MpUBsA3al KpacHO HUTHIO K Biaapike. Tombko BOT, MPaBUIIBHO JTU
3TO Bce ObUIO?

Kto oHa 1ebe?

A otBera Hert... Bniepeie y Mactepa BorpocoB 1 OTBETOB HET OTBETA... TOJIBKO AOTAIKH.

Urpymka. KpacuBas u xpynkas. IloHawany mokopHas wyxou Bosie, HO... Co BpemMeHeM
copocuBias ¢gaphopoByro Macky, siBUBIIAs MUPY coOcTBeHHOE 'S'. bpocuBias Kk HOraM CBOEro
MyXa [BETHOE KMMOHO M uX Tpamuuuu. [loBepHyBHmIasCd COMHOM K TOMY, KTO MOT OJHHUM
MaHOBEHUEM PYKH MPUKA3aTh €€ YOUTh. YHHUUTOXKUTH. Ciiomars. Ho BMECTO BCEro 3TOTro MOSBUIICS
uHTEpeC. UTOo ellie BRIKMHET 3Ta JICIIeBasi-10poras urpymka?

3Bepb. Kotoporo opku npo3Bayn 'mtuukoit’. Jlukoi. Crpannoii. biaeknoi. Ho npusnekaromei
K ce0e BHMMaHHE. 3aCTaBIIAIONICH OOpaTUTh B TOJIE SIPKUX U JIMBHBIX 3BEpeil Ha ceOs B3I
[ITuuka, KoTOpyIO0 X04eTcs MpupyduTh. [locaguTh B KiIeTKy. ToNbKO BOT... Henb3s. 100 B KieTke
YMPET OHA.

Yenosek. YnuButenbHblii. HauBHbii. Bepsaumii B uyneca. Bugsumii kutcyHe 0e€3 Macok B
COBCEM IOHOM Bo3pacTe. I He momaBmmics isMEHEHUsIM naMatu. BepHee, ee ctupannto. Kto xe
3HAJI, YTO K HEW €ro MPUMEHSTh 3TO ObUIO OECCMBICIIEHHO?

KpyxeBHuna. ¥ KoTopoi 0CTanoch BCEro ABe BO3MOKHOCTH Tiepenucarb cyas0y. [lepeurpars
Beunocts. IloTparuBinas mepBblid IMAHC, YTOOBI CIIACTH IMOYTH HE3HAKOMOTo cTpaxa. [lpuuem
0e3mymMHO W Oe3yMHO BIIOOJEHHOTO B Hee. Toabko BOT cama oHa 00 3ToM He 3Haer. He



noranapiBaeTcs. M Het?

[Toutn Umnieparpuna. IToroMmy uto o Bo3BpauieHnu B MiMneputo ona et ctaneT. XoTs... ITO
JWIIb YCIOBHOCTh. PbDKME M Tak Ha3blBalOT ee Buagprunuein. 11 ckoinpko UM HeE yrpoxkai — BCE
onno. Mmneparpuina. HekopoHoBanHas, HO. ..

Kena. CHavana nemobumas. [loutu oOy3a. [Toutn nokyka. Ho mocteneHHO cTaBias 4eM-TO
oonpumM. Yacteio omHoro uenoro. IlonmoBuHkoil aynm. Bianeika gaxe momapuil €dl MOYTH
BEYHOCTh... BepHee, ofHy A0pory BMecTe ¢ HUM. M yiJaeT oHa TOXe TOJBKO TOrna, Koraa Oyner
yXoIuTh OH. [IOTOMYy YTO HET HMYEro XyK€ JJIsI KUTCYHE, CHSBLIETO MACKY, KaK OJUHOYECTBO.
IToTepst TOro €AMHCTBEHHOrO, caMoro aopororo cyiectBa. PogHon nymm. IlTonoBuHku. Tosibko
BOT, JIIOJM 00 3TOM U HE JI0TaJbIBatoTCs. .. M He TOMKHBI!

Marb. Tounee, Toxe OyaeT e€ro. bykBajibHO dYepe3 IHHOE KOJIUYECTBO MecsieB. Eciu
XonmoOoIm-10HO TPaBUILHO MOHSUT HaMepeHus cBoero Mimmneparopa.

Ho oTrBera kak He ObU10, Tak U HeT. VIu OH mpoCTO HE TaM UIIET?

Kopu ¢ Musy apyxHO cTpajany Moj ABEPHIO CBOEH TOCIOXHU U CecTpbl. IloTomMy 4TO B ee
MOKOM OHM ceilyac BOWTH npocto He nocmenu Obl! Tam Mmneparop... HaBemaer cBoto cympyry.
Tonpko BOT HEMOHATHO — 3a4yeM? HenaBHo xe Buaenucs! [lapy-Tpoliky queu Hazan!

— W uyTo0, Ham Temnephb TYT BCIO HOYb U300paXkaTh U3 ce0s CTaTyu?

Jlucuuka 3nunace. He moromy, 4To cmark XOTENOCh... A MPOCTO OT HEcHpaBeAIUuBOCTH. U,
NoKayi, JIFOOOMBITCTBA. . .

— 5 tebsa He nepxy. Ha nenp He caxatro. Ecnu xodenh — MOXeIlb COCTaBUTh 3TUM JABOUM
KoMmIaHuto. ToJbKo 51 ObI HE COBETORBAI. ..

Crpax Obu1 camo criokoiicTBue. U paBHOayIIIHE.

— Ilouemy?

— [loTomMy uT0, MOS TOpOTas MOAPYTa, UTO HA 3TH MOKOU HAIl Brajbika HAJIOKKUII TaKKE Yaphbl
3aIMTHI, YTO JIIOOON UIMOT U TO OOOMIET WX MO OOJIBIION KpHUBOM! A Temeps MoayMail U CKaxw,
YeM Hallla TOCIIOXka CO CBOMM MYyxeM OymyT 3aHumarbcsi! 1 mouemy Haie ¢ ToOO#M MpUCYTCTBUE
TaM 0COOEHHO HE KeJaTeIbHO!

3amosyania Kopu. 3ok mpuKycuma... A moTomM ¢ TOCKOM TJISIIs B TOTOJIOK CKasana...

— A noma Xukapy ¢ Tamanm. YKHHAKOT. ..

Jlaga mpocHynmach OT TOro, YTO IOYYBCTBOBaja Ha cebe ueil-to B3misaa. UM cpasy xe
MOTPY3UIIACh C TOJIOBOM B PACILIABICHHOE 30JI0TO.

— Myx Mo#i... UTo BbI 371eCh nenaete?

Bnanpika yneioancs. Hexxno-uexuno. U Termo. A macka. ..

Tonkas papdopoBast macka nexasna Ha MPUKPOBATHOM CTOJIMKE HECMEIUIMBO OJIECTS B JTydax
CTpaHHBII KaMHeW-(paKeoB.

— Bama macka... 3aueM BbI ee cHsIM 34ech? Bac ke MoxkeT KTo-To yBUAETh! Henmb3s xke
OBITh HACTOJIBKO. .. HEOPEKHbBIM !

OHa enre 4TO-TO TOBOpUIIA, 2 OH CMOTpe. M cioBa camu 3acTpsuiid y Hee B TOpIIE.

— CMIIIKOM MHOTO HEHYXXHBIX CJIOB, )K€HA. MEeHs HUKTO HE YBUIUT 3/1€Ch. He ceromnsi.

Tonkast cusmoomas pyka yKpallleHHas CTpallHbIMH KOTTSIMU akKKyparHO U JI0 Oe3ymus
OCTOPOKHO OTBEJIAa HEMOCIYIIHYIO MEAOBYIO IIPsJIb, MELIAIOLIYI0 €EMY YBUJETD JIAaBaHI0OBbIC IJ1a3a.

A Jlana He nonnmana. Mnum mpocTto He xotena?

— Ho... Ho...



— Tume, noporas xena. Hac aukTo He mobecnmokout. He mocmeroT.

N obGxer ryObl OTHEHHO-JIeNsHOW morenyil. M cramo moytu OOJNBHO OT YYXKHUX OOBATHII.
XKapkux u ctpacTHbiX. M onano Ha MOJ ¢ TUXUM IIOPOXOM ONU3SIIEHCS OCEHU IIEIKOBOE KUMOHO.
Pacceimanuce ¢ JerkuM 3BOHOM ykparieHus. 11 ToHyn Bech MUp Ha JHE 30J10ThIX IM1a3... M Obuin
ToJIbKO OHa 1 OH. A OCTaJIbHOE — HEBAXHO. ..

I'naea 25

['HOMBI BCTpeTWJIM HAac HacTtopoxkeHHo. HemoepuwmBo. Oxunpas Besiueckoro moasoxa. Urto
1oJieIaTh, OHU HE TIPUBBIKJIM JOBEPSTH UyxkakaM! Jla v ¢ uero Obl UM JIOBEPATH HaM. ..

Mei He poauuu. He npy3esi. He Bparu. A Tak... Becero nuimb gocaanas He00XoauMocTh. ['octu,
KOTOPBIX HENb3s HE NpUHATh. Hexemannpie. Henyxubie. Ho uro nenars? Hu oHUM, HU 5 HE pUCKHYT
crioputhb ¢ Umneparopom Pagyxusii Umnepun. Moum Mmyxem. A €CTh JIM KTO B HallleM MUPE, KTC
cmoxetr? WMHorma s mymaro, 4TO Jake BE4YHOCTh HE 3aXoueT TsrarbCsl CHJIaMHU CO CBOUM
co3ganueM... Mim, Moxker, s1 ommbaroch?

Benp Ha BCsKyIO cHily Bcera HaiiieTcs emie Oosibiiasi... iHaye u ObITh HE MOXKET. A BIPOUYEM,
g MpOCTO 3amyranack... M mpocto 60rock 3a Hero. Ho Mol Myxx 00 3ToM HUKOrIa He y3HaeT. Bo
BCSIKOM CJIydae — Sl HaJIeloCh Ha 3TO... Hu k yemy emy 3T0. Tak ke Kak ¥ MOs Jt000Bb. [ mymnas
1000Bb HAMBHOMW JIEBOUKH, KOTOpPAsi OUCHb XOUET BEPUTH B Uy/10. OOBIKHOBEHHOE MaJICHBKOE, WJIH
HE 04€Hb, HO uya0. UTo g Oyay rodorma. Xots Obl UyTh-uyTh. CamMyro ManocCThb. ..

Ho g He cmero mpocuth 00 3toM. He ero. [loromy uto 3T0 cnabocts. A B Mmnepuu oOH:
HEIo3BoJINTENbHA. [Ipex e Bcero He s meHs, a st Hero. O Branpika. I HecMoTpst HA HaA 4TO
HUKTO HE JOJDKEH 3HaThb HU O 4eM. Hu o egmHoil Openm B €ro JeAsSHOM IMTE OTUYXKICHUS.
Hesauewm.

A s... Sl 6yny ero omnopoii. U monnepxkoi. YcnokoenueM. Kenoit. Beero numm... Ho 3To
odeHb MHOTO. OQueHb-0o4eHb! [10TOMY YTO HUKOMY HE HAJI0 OBITh OMMHOKUM. A MOM MYX OJMHOK.
beut. Ho Teneps Bce Oynet nHaue. S Oymy ero MajJeHbKUM DIYIBIM CTPaXKeM, KOTOPBIM COXPaHUT B
CBOEM Cep/ille€ Ty CaAMyI0 YacCTHUUKY TeIJla U CBETa, 0€3 KOTOPOMl Tak JIETKO 3a0IyIUThCS B 3TOM
OCCKOHEYHOM XOPOBOJIE MHTPUT U JIKU... HO co MHOM OH CMOXET MOOBITH caMuM co0oi. Ha
MTHOBEHHE, HO COPOCUTH 3Ty HaT0eBIIyIO (paphopoByrO MacKy.

[ToTromy 4TO HOpOKE AOBEPHUS Y KUTCYHE HET HUYETO. ..

(JIana,
0e3 maThl).

I'opox THOMOB COBEPIIEHHO OTJIWYAJICA OT BCEX APYrMX BUIECHHBIX panee Jlapoun. [la u e
HeJb3s1 ObUTO HU C YeM CcpaBHUTh. OHU MpocTo... Obuth. KpacuBble, yIMBUTEIbHBIE U HEIIOXOXKUE.
[Topaxarone BooOpakeHHMe. M Kakaplii M3 HUX HaXOQUJ CBOE MECTO B CepAmax TeX, KTO WX
Iocenall.

[opon npakoHOB ObUI CBETJIBIM M 3allyTaHHbIM. TaM TMOCTOSHHO BCE MEHSUIIOCH,
IIEPECTaBIIOCh U HU OIHA W3 JIOpPOr HE Bella Tyna, Kyga HyxHO. CoBceM He Tyna. Xodyell,
HaInpuMep, NMonacTh Ha 6a3ap, a BeIIEb K BOpoTaM JBopiia. Mnu Hao6opoT.



A ellle TaM TOJIOBY KPYXKWUJI apomar OJaroBoHUM U creuuid. OCTpbIX, OPSHBIX, CIAJKUX...
JIro6pix. Cambix pa3HbIX. Tam cojHIle JWJIO ¢ Heba MeH, MEPeUBAIONMICS B TPaHAX THICSY
JIParolieHHbIX KAMHEU.

Y KHTCyHE TOpOJI MOpakajl CBOMMH pa3MepaMH. A elle TOYHOCThIO U BRIBEPEHHOCTBIO YIUILL U
auHui. [IpambeIx 1 nmpokux. Ha HUX COKOWHO pa3be3kaluCh HECKOJBKO TEJIET, 3alpsihHKEHHBIX
KpyTOJIOOBIMU ObIKaMHU. A ellle pKue KMMOHO U Xakama. M yaliHble, r7ie 3a pe3HbIMH KPACHBIMHU
CTOJIMKaMHM TBIOT Yali MHOTOXBOCThIE JIUChL. U (hoHapuku. KpacHo-opaH)KkeBble, BOKPYT KOTOPBIX
BBIOTCSI OEJIOKPBUIbIE MOTBHLIBKHU.

YenmoBeueckue ropona Bceraa pasHbie. M oqHOBpEMEHHO MOX0XkHKe. Termnom KUBOro AEpeBa,
PE3HBIX CTABEHb U JbIMa, UIYIIETO U3 MEYHBIX TPYO. A elle mpa3aHUKaMu. BecenbiMu U KUBBIMU.
Co ckomopoxamMu, ECHIMU U TaHLIaMU. M rops/anMu nupoxKamu.

A ToponI THOMOB CHUSJT IOJ3EMHBIMU OTHSMU. T€MH CaMbIMHA OTHEHHBIMH CJIE3aAMHU JPAKOHOB.
[Totomy 4TO 371€Ch HE ObUIO cONHLA. TONbKO BeUHas TeMHOTa. Jla 3BOH Ky3HEYHOrO MOJIOTA,
OBIONIETO M0 HAKOBAJIbHE. DTO MY3bIKa MOA3€MHOr0 TopoAa. A OOJIbIIe... HUYEro CKa3arh U HEJIb3s
obut0. [ToTroMy uto Gomnbiiero Jlaga u He Buaena. Jla u He moma. Bee-taku denoBeyeckue ra3a He
MpeHa3HAYEHbl I TOro, 4YToObl BUAETh B TeMHOTe. JKanb... Haue oHa cmomia Obl YBUJIETH
BBICOKHME CBOJIBI TEIIEP, KPY>KEBO apOK U KEJIE3HBIX I[BETOB... Mormia Obl MOHSATH BCIO KPacCOTy
MOA3EMHOTO Tpaja, HO... HE Cyan0a.

Jla u He HyXHO el 3To Obu10. He B 3TOT pas. [lotomy 4TO Kpenko-HAKPEINKO 3aces B TOJIOBE
pasroBop ¢ Bmaapikoit. PazroBop-3ab6aBa. PasroBop-Hacmenika. Pasropop-nipenynpexaenue. Takoi
K€ Kak U TOT, ¢ bapoHoM...

N 310, HaBepHOE, CaMOe TJIABHOE. ..

Eii cTtpanHo Obuio BujeTh Buaabiky Pamyxsoit Mmrnepum Takum CTpaHHO JTOBOJIbHBIM
pacciablIeHHBIM H... CTIOKOWHBIM. YMUPOTBOpEeHHBIM. PomabmM. JIrobumbmM. Ho BOT 3TOTO OH HE
y3HaeT. Bo BcakoMm ciyyae, Jlaga Hagesnace Ha 3TO. ..

— BbI cTpanHO 3agymuuBhl, foporas. B dem mpuumMHa Baiiero HEIOBOJBCTBA U 3a00THI?
Pacckaxwure. ..

On yneiOancs. Y cMmoTpen Ha Hee CKBO3b Ipuilyp. Kak MHOIIa CMOTPUT Ha MBIIIIb CHITHINM U
JOBOJIbHBIA KOT. Mo, Oerait, Oerail, munas Mmbika... CeromHsi s J0OpeId U HE CTaHy TeOs
JIOBUTb...

— Her. 4 Hu 0 yem He aymaro. f HacnaxaarcChk.

Ha, umenHo Tak. [ToroMy 4To X0Ts1 OBl OZTHO €€ keflaHue cObuiochk. Eif noBepsitotr. He Tonbko
Kopu n Mu3y, HO u... oH. IIpocTo moromy, uto 3acayxuia. Xord Jlaga cama u He 3Hanma yeM. A
rajiath B 9TOM ciiydyae — Oecmnoje3Ho. U rimyno. Bee paBHO He OyneT oTBeTa.

— U 4dem ke, MO3BOJIBTE CIPOCUTH, MOXKHO 3/I€Ch HacHaxaarbcs? TEMHO, XOJOIHO A €Ie U
ATOT 3BYK yAapa MOJIOTa O HAKOBAJIbHU. ..

— Ilokoii, BBl M OTCYICTBHE comsigaraeB u3 Asopua. Ilo-MoeMy 3TO yxKe JTOIKHO
HACTpanBaTh HA MUPHBIN JaJl, HE TaK JIU?

Kak xopomo, korma He HaJ0 HOCHTh MAacOK M COOMIOAarh YCTAHOBJIEHHBIA JIPEBHUMU
TpaauuusIMH 3TUKET. Korga Bce EpEMOHUM OCTAKOTCS B CTOPOHE. A €CTh TOJBKO MOJHOE I0BEPHUE
1 yIOT. A emie, ObBITh MOXET, 3a00Ta... Ho KT0 e moiiMeT 3TuX XUTphIX KUTCyHe? He uenmoBek, 3To
yk TouHO! Cnumkom paszHele onu! Vi mpocTo... CAUIKOM MOX0XKH?

— Ja... Muoro. Ho paxe 37ech He CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, YTO IIMHUOHBI €CTh Be3Je. [ HOMBI,
KOHEYHO, HE MOCMEIOT HANacTh HA MEHS B OTKPBITYIO WJIM OCIYIIATHCS MOEro KelaHus... Tem



6onee, Takoro mpoctoro. Ho paccnaGmsthest s Obl BaM HE COBETOBAJ, JK€HA. Y BaC CIUIIKOM MHOTO
BparoB. /[ 4yenoBeka, ECTECTBEHHO.

Jlerkas HacMenKa CIIOBHO HEBUAMMaAs rpaHb. Bor — TbI, @ BOT — . U 3TOro HEe U3MEHUTH.
Ho pa3Be 310 Hac BoiaHyeT?

— Ho BCIO XHM3HB B OKHJAHUU araku MPOBECTU HeJb3s. HUKTO Takoro He BBIAEPKUT. DTO
CJIMILKOM. .. TSDKEJIO, MY MOM.

A Bonocsl y Hero Msrkue. Kak menk. CtpaHHO. ..

— B oguHOuKy — HeT. A Tak — o4eHb Jaxe. Beab Bbl Oynere co MHOM BEYHOCTb. ..

Beunocte... OHa momapeHa MHOTHM, HO TOJIbKO HE JroAsM. I He opkaMm ¢ pycalkamu H
npuanamu. /la, X BEK MHOTO JIOJIbIIE YEJIOBEYECKOT O, HO BCE-TAKHU. ..

— DTO HEBO3MOXKHO. .. S yesioBeK. A MBI )KUBEM. ..

NmMneparop ocTaHOBUI €€ OOBICHEHHSI OIHUM B3MaXOM PyKH. DTO BCEe OH U Tak 3HaeT. Jlaxke
Jydle cBoe keHbl. Ho Beb €CTh TO, 4TO €i1 He AocTynmHO. Ho 1o cunaMm emy.

— JIpyrue nycTh XKUBYT Tak kKak XoTAt. Ho BaM, noporas »eHa, BEeUHOCTh 1apoBaHa MHOO. [1o
Moemy xenanuto. [Io Moemy cnoBy. [loTomMy 4uTO 51 60JIbIlIE HE X0y OBITh OJJTUHOKHUM.

Ho u Bac oOpekarb Ha CBOIO y4acTh g HE Oyy... A MO3TOMY Ballla YeJI0BEYECKas KU3Hb OyIeT
POBHO TakKoW, Kakoh M nokHa ObiTh. Ho Bbl He yinere mo Jlopore. OcTaHeTeCh...CO MHOI.
[ToToMy 4TO 3TOrO XO0UYy 1.

Heo3moxkno. JIronu yxoasT 6e3 Bo3Bpara. TakuMu ux coTBopuiio Bpewsi. ..

— Ho...

— Hac cBd3ana kpacHast HUTb, x&eHa. U g1 He TT03BOJIIO €1 MOpBaThCS.

N Ha moKpBIBaIO JIOKUTHCS SIPKO-ajias XpU3aHTEMA C 30JI0TBIMU KOHUYUKAMH JIETIECTKOB.

'Sl He Mo3BOJIIO HUKOMY OTOOparb Te€OA y MeHs, kouum. [loToMy 4TO B CBOMX pyKax Thbl
JEPKUIIL MOE CEPJILE U MOE JOBEpHUE'.

Bot nostomy Jlama u cunena B ceonx komHarax. M He pBaiiach uccienoBars uyxxou ropoa. He
B 3TOT pa3. TeM Oojee, 4TO U HE OYEHBH-TO U CKydasia oHa... Mmmeparop Beab crenail el u ee
IPY3bsIM MPEKPACHBIA MOJAPOK — JOCKY I UTPHI B TO U KaMHH. Kak y3Hal, 4TO UM HE JI0CTaBaJO
ATOMN yOUBUTENIbHOU UTPBI? BO3MOXKHOCTH CTPOUTH CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE MUPHI?

A eure 4aii... OOBIKHOBEHHBIN 3eJeHbI yail. Ho 1o 6e3ymus BKyCHBIM ocTaBui uM Brajapika
Kak cBoero poga u3BMHEHHE MEPEN CECTPOM CBOEH KEHBI U €€ CTPAXKEM. 3a TO, YTO UM MPUIIIOCH
JOBOJIBHO JIOJITOE BPEMS ITPOBECTHU B KOPUIOPE, NOANUPAsI CTEHHL. . .

[TosTomy Kopu ¢ Mu3y nepBeIME U ceii UTPaTh... BepHee, TBOPUTH CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN y30p
U3 YepHO-0eNIbIX KaMHEeH. Y30p, KOTOPBIN Kax bl pa3 pa3Hbiid. Kak u kpyxeBo KpyxeBHHUII.

— A BBI rocmoxa cerofisi npeOblBaeTe B Ha PEAKOCTh OJIArOAYIIHOM COCTOSIHUM YIIH...
HNuTepecHo, 3TOMY MTOCIOCOOCTBOBAI Mpre3 ] Biaablku win 4To-To elte?

Musy Huuero He Mor c¢ coboi moaenars. OH peBHOBai. TOYHO Tak ke, Kak W JIOOWJL.
besnymno. He omsapBasgce Hazan. Ho He cmes ckaszarb... He cmes gaxxe HaMEKHYTh O TOM, YTO
TPEBOXKUT €ro cepaune. M urtorom cranmu takue BOT HEAOBOJBHO-HACMENUIMBBIE ciioBa. MHOrma
JlaXe 3JIbIE. . .

— Mugy, uto ¢ To601? OTKyaa Takas 310cTh? S yeM-To TeOs1 oOumena’?

Jlaga He monumaina. A Kopu... Kopu monuana o Tom, yto 3Hana. Beap, 3To He ee aeno... He
ee TaifHa... W Bce paBHO, 4TO OT ATOr0 MOJYAHHUS Yy Hee paspeiBaeTcs cepaue... OHa Oymet
MOJYaTh U Jajblie. TOIpKO BOT HEJOOLIEHWIIA OHA CBOKO CECTPY HAa3BaHHYIO. ..

— Kopu, TbI HE BbliACII HA Tapy MUHYT. MHE ¢ MH3y Haio KO€ O 4eM NEPETOBOPHUT.



N oTKyna TOJIBKO B3SUIMCh 3TU MOBENHUTENbHBbIE HOTKU? CloBa-MpoChObI-MIPUKA3bl, KOTOPHIX
HEBO3MOKHO OCITYIIATHCA?

N npunuiock NoqIMHUATHCA. YHTH. UTOOBI 1aTh BO3MOXKHOCTh 3THUM JBYM HAWTH OTBETHI Ha
MYYHBIIME UX BOIPOCHIL.

Ho He cmoTps Ha 3TO MOJlYaHUE B KOMHare uiaock Aojiro. HemmoBepHo monro. Iloutu
BEUHOCTh. MaJIeHbKYI0. Y3KaTyl0 B Iapy MTHOBEHUM. A 3TO BeJlb OECKOHEYHO MHOTO.

— 3Haenb, Korja g exana B MiMneputo, To gaxke He Aymalia, 4TO KOrJja-HUOyIb CMOTY Ha3BaTh
€e CBOMM J0MOM. BTopeIM, mipaBaa, HO BCE-TaAKH — JIOMOM.

CrnoBa nmuiuch MogoOHO BozaM pydbsi. Bee, uto O6buto Ha myme. Bee TaitHbI, MBICTH, MEUTHI U
aymbl. Bcee packnagpiBana ObiBiias KHspkeHka Ha y30pyarblii KOBEp MOAOOHO JparoleHHBIM
KaMHSAM. A MOXET, POCTO JAOPOTUM CEPIIlY Belam?

A Mu3sy monyan. U ciyman. Y neitancst HOHATh TO, YTO A0 HETO XoTena qoHectu Jlana.

— 4 nuia Tyma He Mo XKEJIaHWI0, a TPOTUB BOJHM. MeHs ke Nmponalin... eMmy. Kak uUrpyuky.
Kpacusyto, HO yxacHO Joporyro 0e3aenyiiky. S cmupuiiack. Bo BCAKOM cilydae — MOMNbBITANACH. ..
He Beimo. M mox BeHel 4 moiwia B IJ1aTbe€ CBOET0 HAPOA.

Mwu3y nomHus TOT JeHb. M cBoi rHeB. Kak cMena kakas-to aeB4oHKa... Yenosek! IlowTu
npotuB ero Hapoma! Hewmsicmmmo! I'mymo! Ho... ynMBHTENbHO M HHTEPECHO... K Y€MY 3TO
IIPUBEJIET.

— Ho 310 He cnaciio MeHs OT 4yyKoro uMeHu. /oimkHa ckaszarb, yTo Kacymu-moHO moutu
BEPHO COIOCTaBWJ 3HAau€HUs UMEH, HO... He no xonma. Kou — 'JIro6oBb', a Jlaga Bcero nuiib
'JTrooumas'. Ta, xoro mo0saT. U Mens moOunu. Jloma. A 37ech s B OIHOYAChE CTajla Bparom.
Muiiensto. JlakoMol U JiparoiieHHOM A00ObIMeil. A s MPOCTO XOTeJa XUTh... [loHMMaelb, KUTh!
Jlaxe cpeau JKu U oOMaHa. ..

Tspkeno oonaxars ayury. Ho nnorna 3to HeooxoguMo. He TonbkO TOMY, KTO pacCKa3bIBaeT O
ceOe, HO U TOT, JJISI KOTO BEACTCS paccKas.

— 1 ne npocuna nuuero. Hu nosepus, Hu mo008u. He Ero. [loTroMy 4TO HE Bepuiia, 4TO CMOT
crarh cuactiausou. Ho...

[o mexam OeryT cie3bl. XpycTalbHO-ITPO3payHBIE. . .

— Buanpika He mo6un meHs. Torma. A ceitvac... He 3Hato. S emie CIMIIKOM IIOXO yMEO
YUTaTh MO KecTaM, HaMeKaM W 3HakaMm. [Iycts Tak. ¥ MeHd eCTh ero qjoBepue. A €ro-to yx s He
npenam. He B mpaBe. He B cunax. [Toromy uto mo6st0. Ero. Toro, KOTopslii 3a0pai MeHsl y Moe#
cembu. Toro, komy MeHs mnponanu Crapedmmsbl. Toro, u3-3a KoToporo s Bcerga Oydy B
onacHOCTH. [IpocTo moTomy, 4TO TaK €CTh.

A Mu3sy nyman 1 moHMMas, 4TO COBCEM HE 3HAET ATY CTOSAIIYIO IIEpe] HUM KEHUMHY. Takyro
4y)KyI0 B 9TOM THOMbeH KoMHare. B aToii OapxarHoil pockonm. Kak u cpenu OesbIx MpaMOpPHBIX,
YKpalleHHbIX 30JI0TOM, YEPTOTrOB JpPakoHOB. Kak WM cpeau menka W KpPacHOTO JepeBa ABOpLA
kuTcyHe. [loTomy uTto He poxkieHa ObLla 3Ta JEBOYKa, a MO0 Mepkam Jjuc Jlama Oblia HacTOSIICH
JI€BOYKOM, peOeHKOM, ajis MHTpUr u Qansium. Jng xu3Hu aBopua. Eil k numy Obuta cBoOoja,
30JI0ThI€ TIICHUYHBIE TOJIs, TSOKEJbIE BETBU SIOJNIOHB J1a U3YMpyAHAas 3€J€Hb JIECOB. AX Ja, eIle
TYMAHHOCTb BBICOKHMX XOJIOJIHBIX TOp... HO He Ta %H13Hb, HA KOTOPYIO €€ OOPEKIIN.

— I'ocnoxka, 4....

— He napo, Muzy. He Hamo HUKakux npu3HaHui.... [loroMy 4T0 OHM BCE paBHO HUYETO HE
pemar. I He Momu Obl. DTO MPUYMHUT TOJbKO 007b. M TeGe, u MHe. Tak uyto... IlycTh Bce
OCTaeTcCs TaK, KaK €CTh.

Crpax rpycTHO YasIOHYICA. Jla, mycTh Tak. [IoToMy 4TO OH 3HaJl HABEpHSKAa — €ro TOCIOoXKa



MIPEKPACHO TMOHSIA TO, YTO XOTEJIO CKa3aTh ero cepaie. Jpyroe aei1o0, 4To OTBETUTh HA €r0 YyBCTBA
He MorJa. Jla u He cMena. ..

— $1 odenb paj, 9To MOBCTpEYa Bac, TOCMOXKa... ¥ MEHS HUKOTJa He ObUIO TaKOro Jpyra...

W Bce paBHO, YTO IVla3a MMILJIET OT HEMPOJUTHIX cje3. Takoe ObIBaeT. A 3/1€Ch MPOCTO HE
cyns0a. [IpocTo eciu Obl OHU BCTPETUIIUCH paHblle... To oH... CMmor OBI...

Ho npuxonut otBet. Kectokuit u 6ecniomaaubiii. HeT, He Obu10 OBl HUKAaKOTO paHblilie. OH ObI
ee Torjaa npocto He 3ameTui. [locuntan BparoM. OOBIKHOBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM. ..

— Korpa TsI ¢ Helt Xouelb BCTPETUThCs, bynanka?

['Homuii kHA3b OTTOH CUMTAN, YTO HE CTOMT HOCUTBCS C MX TOCTheil. BO BCSAKOM ciydae Tak,
Kak JpakoHbl U opku. He npyr ona um. Ho u ne Bpar. Tem Ooiiee, 4TO HBIHEIHEE MOBEIACHUE
rOCThU €ro BHOJHE ycTpauBajo. Cuaut cebe B KOMHATe U CHUAUT. biaro Obl 4TOOBI U JajbIle BCE
oUio Tak ke xopomo... Koneuno, Bu3ut HMmmeparopa €ro AJOBOJIBHO CHUJIBHO Hampsr, HO...
0Ka3aJioCh, YTO JI0 THOMOB €MY U Jieja He Obu10. Toxe Herioxo.

— He ceronns u He 3aBTpa.

Ero xena Obl1a camo crokoicTBue. Uto HeyauBuTenbpHo! [Ipu TakoM-TO caMOKOHTpoIe!

— Bort kakx?

TpynHO TOHATH TEX, KTO MOXKET BUJAETh CKpbITOE. bynymee. MHorue u3 €ro BO3MOKHBIX
BapuaHToB. Ho naneko He Bce... [loTomy uto Oyaylee MEHIETCS KaK/10€ MTHOBEHUE.

— Jla. IToToMy 4TO CEromHsi y HE€ COCTOSIJICS OY€Hb BaXKHBIM pa3roBop. A 3aBTpa... 3aBTPa
OHa TPOCTO OTAOXHET. Eif 3T0 HeoOxomumo. A MHe... MHe, 4TOObl YBEPUTHCS B TOM, YTO MOU
BUJICHUS BEpHBL. BOT Tak BOT.

A the-to maneko, B Ummnepun ckydana no apy3ssaMm Pepkast Llenurensauna. OHa Tak TaBHO Hx
He Bujena! [loutn BeYHOCTh... PaBHyr0 HECKOJMBbKUM HenensaMm. A Ckojibko eme He yBuauT! Ho...
oHU ke BepHyrcs. Bee. I Musy, u Kopu, u Sm... ... Jlaga.

Jpyr, 3HaOIMK, 4TO Takoe Muiocepane. YyBcTBO 0 KOTOpOM MoYTH 3a0buin KuTcyHe. Ho
OHa... 3aCTaBUJIa BCIOMHUTH ero. He Bcex, koneuno. Ho u Toro, 4ro ObU1o 60J€€ YeM TOCTaTOuHO.
[IoroMy d4TO J1axke €eciM B MHpPE €CThb BCEr0 OIHO-€IMHCTBEHHOE CO3JaHUE YMEIOLIHE
COMEPEXKUBATh UYKOW OO, TO OH HE TaK yXK IUIOX. Beap mpu TakoM packiaje UX MOXKET CTarh
OombIie. ['1TaBHOE TOIBKO JOCTY4aThCs. JlOCTydaThCs 10 3aKOBaHHBIX B JIe/l OTUYKACHUS cepAell. . .

— OnaTh cKy4aelb 10 HUM, KOUIIM ?

Cenum... Ee cepaue. Ee myx. Co3ganne, KOTOpOMY OHa MOJHOCTBIO A0BEpseT. M KOoTOpbIN
nosepseT er. [IoTomy 4To 11 HUX HE BaKE€H HU POJ, HU 3HATHOCTh, HU cuia. [IpocTo moromy, 4uro
OHM JIOOAT ApYyr Apyra. A Bpar U Heapyru... UTo kK, OHM ecTh y BceX. I ¢ 3TUM HHYEro He
MOJENATh.

— Ja... Mue Ttak xouetcs yBuaeth ux. OOHsITh. OHU BeJb MOU APY3bA. ..

['maBa M3ympynHoro pona obHazaexuBaroiie ynblonyncs. J{py3es... HeBo3zmoxkHasi, OecrieHHast
AparoneHHocTh. [louTn cTonb ke joporas, kak u jgoepue! XoTs, moueMy kak? Beaps npyx0a
CTPOMUTCS HAa JOBEPHH. ..

— OHM CKOPO BEpHYTCH, ThI ke 3Haelb. OTIsaHyThCs He ycreenns! Tem Ooree, 9To cevac yxe
BCE POJia TOTOBATCS K IIEPEMOHHUH KOpoHaIuu. TBos moApyra Oyznet Haieit imniepatpuiiei.

Tamanm He Bepuna. Ilotomy 4TO 3TO... HEBO3MOXHO. He B 3TOU cTpaHe, e 4enoBeK C
TPYIOM MOXKET IPOKUTH UyTh OoJibilie roaa!l I'ne oH 3aBegoMO 00peyeH Ha CMEPTH!

— Ts1 yBepeH?



Omna emie HaAes1ach, 4YTO ATO MIyTKa... Ho... ee Myx HuKorga He Bpan ev. Hu pasy 3a Bce To
BpEMsI, UTO OHU OBUTH BMECTE.

— Taxk ckazan Bnapika.

N 510 mpo3By4aao Kak mpuroBop.

FOupnii Xukapy C IpycTbIO OTOpBaJiCS OT Ode€peaHOro (QoyivaHTa BECOM B KHUJIOTPAMM
IBaaUaTh IATh... HO He 3TO ero meyanuno, ¥ HE OTPOMHOE 3aJaHUE 3aJaHHOE YYUTEISIMU, a
CJIMIIKOM JIOJITO€ OTCYTCTBHE Apy3ei. Her, psariom ¢ HuM koHeuHO Obuia Tamanm-a0HO, HO OHAa —
ctapire. Hamuoro. C Heit He moroBopuiib ipocto Tak... 060 Bcem. Kak ¢ Jlamgoii... 1 Musy. Xors
TOT OOJIBIIe TMPEANOYNTAT MOI4aTh, YeM roBopuTh! /[a uto Mu3sy! Ceituac Xukapy oOpagoBajcs
ob1 naxe s3Be-Kopu!

— BosBpatalitecs ckopee... be3 Bac 3/1eCh Tak CKy4HO...

A CoBeTHHKHM rajjaii ¥ Pa3MbIIUBUIA O TOM, YTO UM JIeJIaTh.

C onHOW CTOpPOHBI OHU 3HaJIM, 4TO MMIieparop 3a CBOIO KeHY yObeT Jt000ro, a ¢ Apyrom —
3Ta JeBOoYKa UM Memmana. Ho... )KUTh-TO X04eTcs, a 3HAYUT HaJI0 ObITh OCTOpPOKHBIMHU. HO BOT
TOJIbKO HUKaKasi OCTOPOKHOCTH HE CIaceT, €CJIu 10 Biaaplku 1oHIeT X0Ts ObI CITyX 00 uX riaHax!

Bepnee, yxxe pomen... Ho Hu4ero HemonpaBuMoro He cAejdaHo, Tak 4To... OHU OTIeNIaJIMCE
MOKa TOJBKO MPETyNPEKICHUEM.

N nostomy Kare-mono m Macaxupo-g0HO AyMayik, 9YTO MOXKET OBITh JIy4YIlle IMOAO0XK/ATh...
Benp denoBedeckmii BeK KOpPOTOK. Bcero kakux-to cto jnerT... M To, ecom cympba Oymer
0JIarOCKJIOHHA K HUM.

OHu BITOJTHE MOTYT OTJIOKUTH CBOM IIJIAHEL. .. Ha 9yTh 4yTh.

TI'nasa 26

CnoBa... OHM COCTaBIAIOT Hally XW3Hb. Tak kK€ Kak W BCTPEYM, U YYBCTBA, U COOBITHAL.
[IpocTo uyTh-uyTh uHaue. Ho 00ib NpUUYUHATE OHU yMEIOT Takxke. Eciau He myuine. He mapom ke
ropopsAT — 'CioBoM U youTh MOkHO'. Mnu Harpaauth. CnacTu OT y4acTH XyJlIed, Y4eEM CMEpTh.
[IpaBna 5 3TO Wb JI0)Kb — HE Benar. [la u orkyma mue? S ke He oparop. He Umneparpuma. A
BCETO JIMIIIb KHsDKEHKA. [I[pruyeM, monasmas B 4y Kyl CTpaHy. S He yM€r0 rOBOPUTH KpAacuBo... Tak,
4yTOOBI Cep/ila 3aropajuch IPKUM OTHEM. XOTA KTO-TO MOXKET U He cormtacuThes. [lycts. MHe Bce
paBHO. 5l xo4y npocTo kuTh. He B3upast Ha 00CTOATEIHCTRA.

S xoay octaTbes yenoBekoM. He crath 3BepeM. He motepsath cebs. S xody mpocTo OBITh.

MokeT s mpoIly CIUIIKOM MHOTOrO, HO 3TO TaK, Kak €CTh. I HUYEro Apyroro MHe HE Hamo.
BrpoueMm, HU4Yero apyroro s v He ymer0. MHe 1aHO IIPOCTO KUTh.

Sl He monkoBomen U HE BOMH. MHE Me4-TO MOAHATH HE mof cuiny! CiauikoM TspKensid... U
TETUBY JIyKa 51 TOXKE HATAHYTh HE MOTY. XOT#, JI0JKHA MPU3HATh, MEHSI 3TOMY MBITAIUCH OOYYUTb.
He Bemwio. Ho st He paccTpauBatochk. [loromy kak He Mmoe 3T10. CoBceM.

Beunoe ctpanctBue Toxke He Moe. Hy He mory s Tak! UToObI kuTh 0€3 JoMa U ceMbu. YTOOb
HeKyna ObUIO BEpHYThCSA. BrpoueM, MOXXeT TyT BHMHOBaTO BOCIUTaHUE, a He Xapakrtep? Kro
3HAET. ..



Eme s coBcem He xouy ObiTb Wmmeparpuiieit. 3aHUMAaTbCsl TOCYIApCTBEHHBIMU JCJIaMHU.
®danpmmBo ynmei0arees. I[loromy duto moHmmaro — He cMmory. OOs3arenbHO cOpBych. Ha kowm-
HUOYIh. CIHUIIKOM YK s IPUBBIKIA K cBOOOfE... K BO3MOXHOCTH BBICKA3bIBaTh CBOE MHEHHE HE
TasCh.

TosibkO BOT, 4TO caMoe OOuIHOE... MeHsI HU KTO 37€Ch HE CIIPOCUT Yero Xody 5, a 4ero —
Het. [Ipocto nocrassar nepena gpakrom. Trl nomkHa. Tel Oynennb. ['pyctHo 1 0OuaHo. Ho MoxeT erie
HE BCE MOTEPSAHO?

(JIana,
MecsIl 31aTonos, 6 I€Hb KPaCHBIX 3BE3).

Bpems HecnienmHo marasno 1mo mupy. Hu rie He 3aiepXuBasich 1 HE OCTaHaBIMBasACh. Ero yuen
— nopora. beckoneunas. Ho on Huxorna He xanoBajics. HaobopoT — LEHUIT 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.
Benws on mor nmooOsiBath Bezne. M Hurme. 1o gaBano Bo3MoxkHOCTU. Orpomubie! EmMy moBesno. ..
[Toromy uto mpsiauiasnmina Cyaps0a HUKOT/IAa HE MOIJIa OTOPBAThCsSl OT CBOEro 3aHsaTus. He moria
repecTarb IUIECTH Y30pbl U3 HUTEH ku3HU. [IpaBaa, B €€ Jem0 MHOTAAa BMENMBalach Be4HOCTS,
€CJIM CuMTaja, 9YTO YTO-TO MJET HE TakK, Kak XoTeysoch Obl ei. Ho a3Tto Obuto penko. Beap Cympba
IIO4TH BCETHa cienoBalia kenaHusM cBod IlosemurenbHunsl u l'ocrioxku. B orimyue ot Hero u
JIr00BH, ¢ KOTOPOI YACTEHBKO MEPECEKAIUCH UX JOPOTU. TaK yX BBIIUIO. ..

— TbI 4EeM-TO ONSATH HEJIOBOJIEH?

Ja, on ObL1 HEeoBOJEH. TeM, yTo BeuHOCTh OnATh BMeNanach B cyabObl ero aereil. [lyckaii
OBl JIydllle 32 CBOMMHU NpUIIIsAIbBasIa!l A cO CBOMMH OH YK Kak-HUOyabs caM Obl ynpasuiics... Ho, He
€My IMEpEeCHOopUTh, Ty, YTO co3gaina 3TOT Mup. Ho uHOrga Tak XOTENOCh BCE W3MEHUTh.
[lepexpouts. Ho cui e xBaTano. COBCeM 4yTh-4yTh, HO U 9TOTO OBLIO IOCTATOYHO. ..

— HemoBonen. Ona omsaTh BMemanach B cynbOy naeBouku. [logkmHyma el odepemaHoe
ucnbiTanue. Takoe, ¢ KOTOPBIM U el OyJeT OUeHb TSHKENIO CIpaBUTHCS. Eciii BOOOIIE 1Mo cuiiam. ..

JIro60Bs moxkasia miuedamu. OHa vacTto Habmomana 3a Jlagoit. M He cuuTama ee Takou yx
cnaboi. 3acimyxuia ke 4eM-TO JoBepue U Jr0oBb Mwmmneparopa nuc! C KOTOpeIM U €H-TO
HECITOJIPYYHO CCOPUTHCH... He To, yTo Bparam.

[lotomy uto cuiien Bnaaeika! Iloutu ¢ BedHoCThIO CpaBHSIICS. . .

— He Bonnyiics. Y Hee xopolme 3alTHUKUA. TeM Oosee, 4To 3ab(PUNCKAN KOPOIh OCTaBUII
CBOU IJIAHBIL.

Oto Obuta mobena. He ux, HO Bce Taku... OOHUM BparoMm y >KUBYILEH Cpeu KUTCYHE JE€BOYKH
CTajo MeHbllle. BepHee, OH mpocTo He OyneT CBA3BIBATHCS C HEMl. A €CJIM YECTHO TOBOPUTH, TO C €€
MyxxkeM. KoTopslif He pa3aymbiBas OyzneT MCTUTD 3a Hee. Becem. U Torma Mup coaporsercs.

A ¥IM 3TOTrO0 HE HaJO0.

— Tbl He moHHMMaelb... B 3ToT pa3 el mpunercs cupasisatbes camoi! be3 ubeit nmbo
nomon. [Toromy uto psimom Hukoro He Oynet. CoBceM.

A BOT 3710 yxk€ minoxo... Ho yem xu3Hp He myrut?! Bapyr moBeser... Ymaya ke CMENbIX
moout. 1 OpBaeT mopoit cuibHee cynbObl. [Ipu onmpenenenHbx ycioBusix. O KOTOPBIX, MpaBaa,
HHUKTO HE 3HAET.

— OmHa cunbHas aeBouka. Crpasutcs. Japom uro nmu ee Mmneparop Exait Umneparpuueil
caenarh xoueT? Momuunis? To-To xe. HemocTolina Obuta Obl — He CIIyduIioch Obl Takoro. A Tax...
IToxuBem — yBuaum. Hudero xe noka He Ciy4yuiioCh. ..



Hano npusnars, 4To €ro crnyrHulia mpapa. 3a4eM BOJIHOBAaTh paHblle BpeMeHu? Bce moka B
nopsiake. M Oen HUKakuX HEe HaMedaeTcs. TOJbKO HHKAK HE XO4YeT MPUXOAUTh Mokod. CI0BHO
J0pOoTy K HeMY 3a0bU1. M mOo3TOMY OcTaeTcst TOJbKO /1aTh. MOKeT mpasia Bce o0pazyercs?

A Beunocts nnakana. ['oppko u 6e3yremmHo. OT cBoero oguHouecTa U 6onu. [ToTomy kak e
obu10 TI0X0. OueHb mioxo. Beab eil HUKTO He AoBepsil. CunTan nouTu 4to uyaoBuineM. Kak u ee
nerei. Ho...

OHa e HUKOMY HeE »Xenajia Hudero mioxoro! HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO mjena CyOabOBbL...
[lepenensiBana ux mo cBoemy xkeinanuto. OTKyaa BceM ObUIO 3HATh, 9YTO MOTJIO OBl CIIYYUTHCSA, €CIN
ObI oHa He BMemanack?! 3adem?! 1o ke He HyKHO. Hukomy.

A OHa MpOCTO MbITANIaCh ClIeNarh Tak, YTOObI yoepeub U CBOUX U uyxkux gereld. [loromy uTo
mobuna ux. Bcex. A 0COOGHHO Te€X, KTO poXAalcs ¢ ee JaapoMm. Tex, KOoro Ha3bIBaJIU
KpyxeBuuniamu. [ToTroMy 4T0 UM OBUIO HAMHOTO CIIOXKHEE XUTh, yeM ApyruMm. [loToMy 4TO OHH
M3HaYaJIbHO OOpIOTCS 3a CBOIO CyAbOy. 3a BO3MOKHOCTH CAMUM peIIaTh. A 3TO TsDKEJee BCEro...
Koraa rpy3 onmoOoK J€XUT TOIBKO Ha TBOUX Iuiedyax. M BeuHocTu octaeTcs TOAbKO HAaOMIOAaTh CO
CTOPOHBI J]a TIBITATHCS XOTh KAK-TO MPEAOTBPATUTH HECUACTEHE. . .

— Ilouemy oHM HEe moHUMAKOT. .. [Touemy?

Omna xe He 31as. [IpocTo oguHokas. Y coBcem He paBHOAyHAs. Ei BaXKHO Ka3arbCsl TakOoW. A
9Ta neBouka... Jlaga. Ecnu ceifuac He moBnusTh Ha ee Cyap0y, To oHa yitaer. M He craceT ee naxe
Nmneparop. [laxe onHa.

[ToTromy Kak 3a OAWH pa3 €l MPUAETCS 3aIIaTUTh JBXAbL. [I0TOMY 4TO OHA 3aXO4eT CacTu U
npy3eu, u cBoero Myxa. Ho pazopBarbcsa-To oHa He B criax! A 3HaYUT NPUIETCS NEPEIUIETATh
HUTH. JIBaxk1b1. YTOOBI CrTacTh BCEX TEX, KTO €1 JIOPOT.

A 3710 cTpammHo... /i Hux xe. Benp ona He Beputcs. He ocranercs. Y pa3outeimMu Oymy1
HECKOJIBKO cepiell. A BedHocTh 3Toro momyctuth He Moria. OHa Bce-Taku 3a00THIIACh O CBOMX
netsx. Ilycts 1 He Tak, kak Bpewms.

— TbI cipaBubes. JlomxHa. Benb Thl Tak HY)KHA UM. ..

Kto Obl MOr momymarb, YTO KUTCYHE TaK MPUBSKYTCS K OOBIKHOBEHHOMY 4eJoBeKy. UTo
CMOTI'YT €M 10BepsTh. bezorosopouno. Bo BceM.

[IpocTo moTtoMy, uto 3aciayxuia. [Ipodbunace k ux cepanam. A oHM CHsUIM Macku. U Temnepr
HE MOIVIM MO3BOJIUTH cebe oTmycTuTh ee. Hukorga. [loromy uTO y HUX Bliepein BEUHOCTh. A y Hee
BCETO Iapa TPOUKa ACCATUIETUN. TaKnX, KAKUMHU OHA cama 3aX04YeT UX BUJIETh.

A BeunocTts moMokeT eil B 3ToM. OHA BeZIb TaK XOYET BUJETh CBOUX JETEU CUACTIIMBBLIMU. ..

Kusaruna bymaumka [ponaro roroBuiiack K pasroBopy ¢ keHou IMmmeparopa PamyxHon
Nmnepuu. Cobupanach ¢ MbIciisiMu. bpoauiia mo 3aj1am 1 Kopuiopam cBoero jisopia. M Bce HUKaK
HE MOIVIa PEUMTCS MOJOMTH M HayaTh ATOT MPOKIATHIA pa3roBop. OOBICHUTH MPOCTHIE U
OJIHOBPEMEHHO TaKHE€ CI0XKHbIC BelM! [IoHITh HE MOIJ1a OHA YEJIOBEUKY. .. XOTS MbITAIACK.

Ho ¢ xaxapiM MTHOBEHUEM BOIIPOCOB CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE OOJIbIIE, a OTBETOB — MeEHbIIe. U 3T
pazapaxaino. [loromy kak He momoran jaxe coOcTBeHHbIM nap. Momyan. CiioBHO Obl HE XOTen
roBopuTh. i meman kto-1o... OHa He 3HaeT. Ho mbITaeTcst HAWTHU CBOM OTBETHI.

Yto mpuBieKkIo KUTCyHE B 3Toi AeBouke? I[lo Mepkam kuTcyHe — peOeHke. TONbKO BOT
Ha3BaTh €€ TaK s3bIK HE MmoBepHeTcs. CIMIIKOM cephe3HbIe Ia3a ObBaloT y 3ToM Jlaasl. Kak Oyaro
BUJIUT OHA MHOTO OOJIbIIIE BCEX APYTHUX.

[Touemy Bnagpika Tak nopoxxuT e€ro? Uto jgaxe BOWHY roToB ObUT pa3Bsizarh ¢ dibpamu. U



Belb caenan Obl 3T0. Eciam Obl anbduiickuii KOpois 3aien Aanblie, yeMm O0buto. M okaszanoch Obl
CTEpPTO C JHIAa 3eMJIM IIeJI0€ KOPOJIEeBCTBO. [loTOMYy Kak 3a CBOMX KUTCYHE MCTST OECIOIIAIHO. ..
N60 nHeBenomo um munocepaue. U ner? OHa coBceM 3amyTanach...

[ToueMy 0 HEeM ¢ TaKOW TEILUIOTOM U HEXKHOCTBHIO OT3bIBacTCsl Manblil Hapoa? CuuTaroT 4yTh JIX
He poaudeM... XpaHsar u Oeperyr. IlpucmarpuBaroT. BBIMONHSIOT HE TMpHKa3bl, HO MPOCHOBI.
[Ipocthie u cnoxubie. U He GosiTest Bean! Jlaske OpocuTh BBI3OB €€ MYXKY. BbIBelnu ke U3 BOpIia €€
Kak-To... /la 1 1OMOBOM NBOPIIOBBIN 3a KOMHaraMu ee ciaeauT. UTtoObl HUKTO He Bomena. He
HAPYIIJI MOPSIAKA.

Otuero et OmaroBonsT borm? Yem 3acnyxkuna? Kak npuBnekna BHUMaHue? Benp maxe
BedHocCTh 3a HEW MpUCMaTPUBAET, XOTSI OHA U oTpeueHHas. Ho mouemy? [louemy?!

Kak mHOro stux 'mouemy'... CrpaHHbIX M pazapaxkatronmx. Ho cuil Hadyare pa3roBop HET.
[Tpunarn.

N tyr Bmemancs ciayudaid. Unu cyap0a. Mnu boru. Kakas pasuuna? InmaBHoe — OHHM
BcTpeTwiinch. Heoxkumanno. Heramanno. Ilocpenu xopuaopa, depe3 4bdM €IUHCTBEHHBIE OKHA
MO>KHO OBUIO YBUJIETh BHEIIHUUN MUP.

Jlama xak pa3 cTrosuia OKOJIO OJHOrO M3 HUX. M ColHIle urpajio Ha €€ MeHOBbIX Bosocax. U
yibIOKa ee Oblla HeXXHOM U 100poil. [IpenHaznaueHHO KOMy-To, Koro byannka He 3Hana... Wnu
MPOCTO HE JIOra/IbIBANIACh?

— BpiI Tak nrobute connie?

3ameruina. O6epuynack. Ho ynbpiOka He momepkiia. Hao60poT TopKo cTana emie spye.

— Koneuno! Benpb cosHIlE, KaK U JTOXKIb OTO KU3HE. .. Pa3Be M0OKHO HE JIIOOUTH NX?

Cunplmaniasi COJIHIIE W TOBOpsAIas ¢ mpupomoi. Mnu mpocto 3amedaronias 4yTh OOJIbIIE
npyrux? Eme ogun Borpoc. M3 MHOTHX.

— JleHCTBUTENBHO.

A Benb oHa cTtpanHHass. He HocuT HapsamoB cBoero myxa. He ckpeiBaer nuio 3a mackou. He
JomaeT cels. A mpocTo MOCTYIAaeT Tak, kak xo4ueT. lHTepecHo. ..

— 3HaeTe, BaM JIy4yllle HE MTOKUIaTh CBOUX KOMHAT, TOCITOXka rocThs. Bam 31eck He paasl. Kak
U BaIIEMY MYXY.

3ayeM CKpbIBaTh O4€BUAHOE? ['THOMBI HUKOT/IA HE JIPYKUJIM HU C JIOAbMH, HU C Jucamu. Ho
npeaynpeauTs Hajo. Het, Ha Hee KOHEUHO HUKTO 37€Ch HE HaMaJleT, HO 00uJaeTh MoxeT. CI0BOM.
Banmmanom. JKectom. A ono xusrune Hano? Her. Iloatomy myume pacckasars. Iloarorosuts. U
MOCTaBUTh HA MecTo. IIycTh 3HaeT, uTo He y ceOs joma. 1 uto TepnsT ee Toabko u3-3a Braapiku.

— Slcno. Ho mens sto He BonHyeTr. He MHe cynuTh, HE BaM Jiep:Karb OTBET. Benp yxke
MOCJIE3aBTPA A YEIy IOMOMU.

Jom. OHa yxe HazbBaeT Mmnepuro u asopen nomoM. Korna sto ciayuunocs? Kak?

— He npuBbIKIM coaBaThCs. A BElb MHOTJA JIYYILE OTOMTH B CTOPOHY.

VYopsimas u miynas. Eme HamBHag. Kak oHa cyMena BBDKMTH BO ABOPIE MPU TAKOM-TO
OTHOIIIEHUU K Xu3HU? Jla emie u 3acinyKuTh yBakeHue... He BceX, KOHEUHO, HO U T€X, KTO ObLI
0oJiee 4em JOCTaTOYHO.

— U cmoTpeTh, kak 3a Te0st OyIeT cTpajarh U paciuiaduBarhes apyroi? M3BUHUTE KOHEUYHO,
HO 3TO HE B MOEM XapakTepe. S mpuBbIKJIa caMa OTBEYaTh 3a CBOM OIIMOKH.

I'opnas. Takas xe kak u Mmneparop. Ho msrde. Tonbko ciiymiars Ipyrux Tak )K€ HE XOUeT.
WNnum ipocTo He momaeT Buy?

— Bot oHO uTO... A 5 OBl Ha BalleM MecTe B OJivKaiflliee BpeMs He BCTpeBaja Obl B pa300pKH
BEJIMKUX U Oy1aropoiHbIX. [I0TOMY Kak OTBETCTBEHHOCTD Bbl HECETE HE TOJIBKO 3a CeOsl. ..



He monumaer. Mnu nipocto eme He 3HaeT... Bropoe ommke k uctune. Kyna eit, Kpyxepauie!
Onu MOTYT BUJETH TOJBKO caMoe OJmKaiiiee Oyyiee, 1a U To He Bceraa. M He cBoe.

[ToaToMy OTKyza el 3HaTh-TO?!

— He nonumaere... YTo K, TOr/Aa st BAM PacCKaxKy U OOBSICHIO.

Tax Oyner nyumie. He Tonbko nis Hee, HO U i MiMmeparopa, KOTOpbBI Bce yXe M Tak
HaBepHska 3HaeT. Ho momctpaxoBarbes Hano. Jla m He Takas kecTokash OoHa, byaauka, 4TOOBI
TMOJIBEPraTh OMACHOCTH Cpa3y JIBE KU3HH.

— BbI xpanuTe B cebe ellie TOJIBKO 3apOXkIarollylocs KU3Hb, rocnoxka. 1 orBevaere 3a To,
yTOOBI OHA MpUIUIAa B 3TOT MHUpP. Heyxenu Bbl HE MOYYBCTBOBAJIM, KaKk M3MeHWJICS Bam jnap? Kak
CUJIBHEE BaC CTal 3allMIIATh 3TOT MaJE€HbKUI 3BEPEK-TOPHOCTA?

3ameruna. [TouyBcTBoBana. Ho He cmomia nmousTe. A Hano 0wl yke. Benp y Te0s Tak MHOTC
Bparos, AeBouka. Kotopeie MHOTO cuibHee Te0s. U omacHee.

— Bam myx, cecTpa uiid CTpax HE BCerjia CMOT'YT ObITh C BaMu. M B 9TU MTHOBEHHUS BbI CAMU
OyauTe 3alMIIATE ATO €IIe HE POXKJIESHHOE co3/laHnue. TOJIbKO CMOXKETE JTu?

['mynieiii Bopoc. Cmoxker. M 3aumtut. Beap o marepsix ¢ CeBEpHBIX OCTPOBOB 3HAIOT JIAXKE
3nech. B miyOmHax rop. DTH KEHIIMHBI HE MOOOATCS HUYETO, YTOObI 3alMTUTH cBoe AuTsA. Hu
KOpOJIsl, HU apMUH, HA bOTOB.

—4...?

Pyka ocTOp0kHO, CIIOBHO ObI HE BEPS JIOKUTCS Ha )KUBOT. Tak M €CTh — 3alMIiasl.

— Ma. Bcero mapy aHe#, HO 3HaOIMM 3TO yxe BUAHO. [1o aype, o cuie, Mo HUTSAM CYIbOBI.
N ¢ 3TOoro MoMeHTa BparoB y Bac CTaHET TOJbKO OoubIre. [IoToMy Kak CIMIIIKOM MHOTHE HE XOTSIT,
YTOOBI ATO JUTS IMPUIINIO B 3TOT MUP.

[ToBucno momuanue. Odeckypaxennoe. Heepsiee. Haneromeecst.

— OH Oyzer pan.

Haxe ceityac oHa momymaia He o cebe. [mymas. Kakoe neno Mmmneparopy no Hee? XoTs...
Ecau 6w1 HE OBLTO J1e71a, TO HE ObUTO OBI K ATOTO MaJICHBKOTO Uy/aa. Y IMBUTEIBHO!

— Bot atoro s He 3Ha10. J/[a MHe U Aema-To 10 3Toro HeT. byner, He OymaeT!

Bynnuka eme uTo-To ToBOpHIIa 1a ToJbKO Jlaga ee yxke He ciymana. OHa Obuta cyacTiauBa. Ee
MEUThI HAYaJIUCh TOTUXOHBKY CObIBaThCA. MoxkeT... Het, Touno! Bce 6yaeT xopoiio...

— Tb1 MeHsI cOBceM He cityliaenib... 3ps. S Obl Ha TBOEM MeCTe 3aTaniach U HE BHICOBBIBAJIA
ObI HOC M3 CBOMX KOMHAT. XOTA U 3TO HE 3allUTA.

VYawibaercs. CBeTs10 Tak, pajlOCTHO.

— BpB1 nymaete MHe 3TO KTO-HUOY[b MO3BOJMUT, KHIrWHA? Benp mo mpuesgy BO ABOpeEIl] s
crany Mmneparpunen... MeHst mpocTo HE CMOTYT OCTaBUTH B Mokoe. He B 3ToM ciydae.

OTo-TO OHa W He yuwina. Bragemuuna, 3HaUUT? A 3TO MHTEpPECHO... OUYEHb HMHTEPECHO.
Nmneparpuiia — venoBek. CKOJBKO k€ OyJIeT HEJOBOJIbHBIX 3TON JMBHON HOBOCTHIO.

— Tornma BaM Tem Oosiee Hafo OBITH OcTOpOXKHOM. He ocTaBaiiTech onHa. Torja MOXeET Bce U
obomaercH. ..

['pycTHOE mokaunBanue ronoBoul. He Beput? ComueBaercs?

— V¥ Hac roBopaT — 'OT cynbObl He yOoexxuls'. Eciiu MHE CyXJIeHO OyZIeT OCTaThCsl OJHOM, TO
nycTh Tak u Oyaet. Ho 3To He 3HaumT, uto g caamcs. Her. Hukorna.

He capmmr. Ilycte. Ee meno — mpeagynpenuts. OHa 3TO caenana. A OCTaIbHOE — HE €€
3a00Ta.

— Kak xouenb. A y MeH4 Jiena. ..

A neB4OHKa CMOTPHUT. U B3rs HE OTITyCKAEeT. XO4Yellb YUTH, a HE MOKEIIb.



— A 3HaeTe no4yemy s He camcs’?

bynarka momuut. CioBHO He ciblmiT. Ho ¢ HeTeprieHrneM KJIeT OTBeTaA. ..

— [lotromy uTo %u3HBL 3T0 60pHOA. Ecniu MBI mepecTaemM 00pOTHCS, TO MBI yMUpaeM. A 3TOrC
JIOITYCTUTH 51 HE Mory. He cenuac. ..

Mu3sy ¢ Kopu TeHs MU TIpUTAUIUCh YyTh JAJIbIlE 110 KOpUaAopy. Tak, 4TOObl BCE€ BUIETh, HO HE
caplmarsk. 3ayeM? MM 3TO M Tak NOHATHO... VX TOCTIOKY XOTAT O 4€M-TO MPEAYNPEAUTh. TOIbKO
BOT O yeM?

— Kak nymaenib, 0 4eM OHU TOBOPSIT?

Marenbkas TucHYKa U cama JI0orajibiBajiachk, HO X0Teja JIUIIHUN pa3 ynocToBepuTca. Majo u!
Bapyr — onm6nacs?

— O TOM, 0 YeM BCEM OCTaJbHBIM 3HaTh HE cieayeT. Thl )k cama 3To MmoHsIa... Eme torna,
KOIJla Ha JIBEpsX KOMHAT JIeKaldu 3aKjsaThs Biiaablku, a Mbl BOT TaK € MPOXJIKIAUIUCH B
KOPHUIOPE.

Kopu B3nioxnyna. JleficTBuTeNnbHO, MIyno ObUI0 00 3TOM cripanmBath. [la u He cTouo.

Wx neno teneps 3aumimiath Jlaxy u Oynymee Mmnepun. Tak 3auemM coMHEBaThCH. . .

— Hawm ¢ To6oii ocTaeTcsl TOJIBKO MOJIUTBCS O TOM, YTOOBI 1O MyTH B MIMIIepUio HUYETO HE
CIYyYHIOCh. A TaM yX... OyIeT KoMy 3a Hel HpUIIAIeThb. XOTS Obl TeM ke TeHsm. Toibko BOT
TPEBOKHO MHE YTO-TO... OU€Hb TPEBOXKHO.

Kopu moiua commacuiock. Y Hee Toxe cepame Obuto He Ha MecTe. Ho oTkyna >xaarh Oenapl
OHa He 3HaJa... M 3TO-TO HanpsTanio 0oJibIlie BCETO.

I'naea 27

Bor Hame nyremecrBue U MOAXOAUT K KOHIY. Mbl enem nomoul. Haszan, Bo nBopen, B
Nmnepuro. Jlo koTopod modtH Heaens mytd. DTo Tak goyiro! Mnm MHe mpocto kaxercs? He
3HAK... S mpocTo xouy mockopee nmonacts AoMou. Iloromy uro ycrama. Ot ator moporu. Henw3s
K€ BCIO KM3Hb IyTeIECTBOBAaTh?! XOTs CO MHOW MOTYT M HE comacuThes... Te ke opku. Ho nx
JIOM Bceraa ¢ coboit. Bepuee, ux m1om — nopora. Ho He Moii.

N BooOme, s coBceM 3amyranach! S 30By nomoM u CeBepHBIE OCTpOBa, M JBOPEIl MYyXKa...
Moxert, 3To crpanHro. Moxer — HeT. S He xouy aymarb 00 3ToM. Bemp coBcem cKopo s
BcTpeuych ¢ Tamanm u ee cembeit! S Tak naBHO He Buzena Peokyro LlenurensHuny! A Tax
COCKY4MIachk... IHTepecHo, Kak y Hee aena?

A eme MHe xoueTcsd YBUJIETH kpena xpama borunu Beunoctu. IIpocto 4T0OB MOTOBOPHUTS.
O6cynuth nmoe3aky. Halitu orBersl. Toapko BOT, BpsiA JIM OH 3aXO4ET TOBOPUTH CO MHOMU. S xe
yejoBek. M mosToMy MeHs odeHb MHOrWe He Jo0sT. [laxe HeHaBUAST. TOJIBKO BOT BCE 3TO
CKpPBIBAC€TCS 3a KpPAaCMBOM MACKOM M Bpara He y3HaTb IO caMoro mnociueaHero MomeHrta. Korma
KU3Hb yX€ mo4yTu oOopBaiack. M 3To crpammHo... [loToMy 4TO B 3TOT MOMEHT JIUI]a KUTCYHE
TEPSIOT BCKO CBOKO YEJIOBEYHOCTh U CTAHOBATCS IMOUCTHUHE XYTKUMU. S nmomHio. A Bugena. Ho o€
3TOM 3HATh HE CTOUT HUKOMY...

Ho mb1 enem pomoii! Jlomoii!



(JTana,
MeECHI 3J1aTONO0Js, 8 A€Hb KPACHBIX 3BE3]1).

[Ipubmmxanack oceHb. Ellle He Tak sIBHO, HO €€ JbIXaHHUE YK€ YyBCTBOBAJIOCH. Eie olryrumoe.
HO €ro HeJb34 ObUIO He 3aMeTUuTh. Kak ¥ 30J10TyI0 MayTMHKY Ha TpaBe, Kak OTOJIECK 30JI0Ta B TIOKa
elle M3yMPYIHOM JIMCTBE, KaK Bblllle U OnegHee cTtano HeOo. A Jlaga ¢ Ipy3bsiMu BO3Bpallajiach B
Nmneputo. [ToroMy uTo Bpems BbIUIO. J{a OHU U HE OBUIH B OOIIEM-TO IPOTHB. ..

— O yeMm 3agyManuck, rocroxa?

Musy ycniokomscs. [lonsin, uro He cyapba. A ceituac — Tem Oosee. XOTs, Cyas MO BCEMY, Y
HEero He ObUIO MAaHCOB u3HavYanbHO. He emy Tsirathest ¢ Biaagpikoid.

— Jla tak... O mHOTOM. O pa3zHOM.

Jlapa crana... apyroil. OHa cJI0BHO ObI BCSI CBETUJIACh U3HYTPU. SpKUM U O€3yMHO HEXHBIM
cBeToM. [Js/19 Ha Hee, XOTeJoCh YIbIi0oaThbes. 3a0bITh MpoOeMbl. [IpoCTO KUTh M HACHAXKIATHCS
BCEM TEM, UTO T€OsI OKpYyXKaeT.

— A Bce-Taku?

JIr000MBITCTBO HE MOPOK, HO MHOIZA MOXET Jocaxaark. JKaib Tosbko, yto Kopu storo He
nonnmana. Mnu He xotena... Ho Ha Hee coBceM Helnb3sl ObLIO cepauThesi. Bo BCsIkOM ciiydae 3TuM
nBouM. Benp oHu ObUTH ApPY3bSIMH. A MOXKET U 4yTh OOJBIIE, YeM MPOCTO JApYy3bsiMU. OHU ObUIH
ceMbell. He mo kpoBH, HO MO OyXy. A 3TO o4ueHb BaxxHO B Mmnepun. HacTonpko, 4TO U CKa3arhb
HEJIb34.

— O oyaymem, Kopu. A nymaro o Oyaymem. O ToM, 94TO MEHS XAET TaM, BO JIBOPIIE.

Jlomagu pe3Bo ckakaiau 10 rOpHOM Jgopore. M 3BOH OT MX KONBIT 3Bydall CTPAHHON MY3BIKOU
CMEIIaHHOW ¢ meHueM ntull. A eme Jlage kazanock, 4To OHM YiablOanuch. CBOMMH CTpaHHBIMU
mazaMu. Tak MOCMOTPHUIL — MOYTH YEPHBIMH, JAKE OTJAIOIMMHU B CHHEBY, & HA MPOCBET —
YUCTBIN SIHTAph, BUHO COJIHEYHOrO JIETa, KOTOPOE OHA C Apy3bsiMu nuiia Ha [Ipaznauke KocTpos.

— BpbI Tak HE XO0TUTE CTAaHOBUTCS Halel Mmneparpuiiei, rocnoxa?

Crpax He nmoHuman 3toro. CoBceM. Beap 00 31O MUIIOCTH, KOTOPYIO JapoBail Bianpika ero
rocroxe, Meurainu MHorue. /la He To uro Meurtanu! YouTh rotoBel Obutd. He dypanuch HUKaKuX
cpeacts. Beap ObITh Briagprauiieit — orpoMHasi ropJIocTh st ceMbu. [lodeT. YBaxkeHue.

— He B aTOoM gneno, Musy. 910 npocto He Moe... Sl He pokaeHa Hjisg TOro, 4ToObl OBITE
Nmneparpuneit. st Toro, 4T00bI MPaBUTh CTPAHOM.

Maienbkas JmMcuuka HeAOBOJIBHO 3acomenia. He poxaena! Kak xe! He xouemm — Tak u
roBopu — 'He xouy!'. 3auem onpaBasIBaThCS U HABOJUTH TyMaHa?

— He Bo3mymaticsa, Kopu. [Totomy uto aTo mpaBaa. 51 He Mory mpaButh cTpaHoi. Tem Goiee
— kuTcyHe. OHH MPOCTO HE MpU3HAKT MeHSA. M Thl 3TO moHUMaeub. JINChl HE MOTYT NMPU3HATE
4yeJjoBeKa, Kak cBoero mpaButens. A Mmmeparpunia iMeHHO npaBUT. Ee ronoc u CioBO BTOpBIE
nociie camoro Brnaneiku, ee myxka. C Held He crnopsaT. Eil moguuHstoTcsa. Bbillie HEe TOJBKO
Nmneparop. A Tenepb CKaXXu MHE CECTpa — Pa3Be TAKOE BO3MOXKHO IS yejaoBeKa? 311eCh, B ATOU
CTpaHe, TJe MAacCKOM CKPBITHI JIMIA, 2 O MHJIOCEPJIUM MOUTH 3a0buin? Pa3Be 11 MEHS BO3MOXKHO
Oyzet octatbcsi cOO0M, €CIM MEHSI KOPOHYIOT?

A BOT € 3TOM TOYKM 3PEHHS OHU M HE IMOCMOTPENIM HA CO3JABUIyIOCS cHUTyarnuio. Hactoisbko
NPUBBIKIN BUAETH Jlamy psamom ¢ co0oil, 4TO yKe Jake M HE CUHTAIM YeJIOBEKOM. B moiiHOM
cMBbICJIE 3TOro cinoBa. CKopee, Kak COBCEM IOHYIO M MAJIEHbKYIO KUTCYHE JIMIIEHHYIO CUJIbL, YILIEH U
XBOCTOB. 3a0bUTH, YTO 3TO HE Npapna. Miio3ust B KOTOPYIO OHU TaK XOTEJId BEPUTh.

— W 410 Xe nenartn?



Jlana yneionynace. Hudero. I'naBHOE, 4TO OHM €€ TTOHSUIH. . .
— Yt0? Hy, B JaHHBII MOMEHT OCTaHABIMBAaThCA Ha Howier. Eciu Bbl HE 3aMEeTHIIH, TO
coJtHIIEe 1ouTH cenno. CaMmoe BpeMst ToayMaTh 00 OT/IBIXE. ..

Beceno nmorpeckuBaeT OroHb KOCTpa, pa3rOHSIONIEr0 HOYHYIO ThMY. A Apy3bs crsT. Kpenko-
kpenko. HacTonbko, 4TOo BIOpPY MOgyMarb, a HACTOSALMMU JU 3TO COH? [loTOMy 4TO KUTCyHE HE
MOTYT CIIaTh HACTOJBKO KpEMKO. Tak, YTO MUP MPEKPAIAET CYIIECTBOBATh Il HUX. A OCTarOTCA
TOJIBKO CHbl. OHUM BelIb CIMIIKOM IPUBBIKIA MOCTOSHHO XUTh HacTtopoxe. OmanbiBark. Kaare
yaapa. A Tyt BAPYT Takoe...

A Jlame He naBasio MOKOS CMYTHOE YYBCTBO OMACHOCTH, KOTOPOE OHA THayia OT cebs, HO
HHUYETO HE MOJy4anock. YTO-TO HE XOTEN0 OTMycKaTh. CKOBBIBAJIO KEJIE3HBIMU TUCKAMHU CEPJLIE.

N 310-TO M crasno cnaceHueM. [103BoMIO 3aMETUTHh BCHBIXHYBLIMM B CBETE KOCTpa Med,
MpU3BaHHBIM 000pBaTh €€ Ku3Hb. [103BOJIMIIO BOBpEeMS BBIPBAThCS U3 3a0BIThS, OTKATUTHCS B
CTOPOHY OT HEMUHYEMOM ru0esn, BCKOYUTh U 3aMEPETh. ..

Ho oHa coBcem He ymena BoeBarh. M ocTaBanoch ToJbKO Oexarb. [lonbITaThest OTBICYH Bpara
Ha 4TO-TO MHOE. llombITarbCs CHACTUCh KAKUM-TO MHBIM CcocoOOM. TakuM C KOTOPHIM HHUKTO
KpPOME HEE HE MOT CIIPABUTHCH.

— I'ocnoxka @yro?!

B oOmMaHuMBOM JYHHOM CBeT€ KJIyOWJIach MCKpaMU CUJIa BOKPYr cBoed xo3siiku. KysuHa
Nmnepartopa, KoTopas 10KkHA Obuta ObITh HE 371ech. CoBceM He 371eCh. A BO JIBOPIIE. ..

Jlagy ckoBan 1o pykaM 1 Horam yxac. [IoToMy 4To cMOTPETh Ha KUTCYHE B THEBE. .. CTPAILHO.
Jlo 6onu crpammHo. [ToToMy 4TO UMEHHO B ATHU MTHOBEHUS MOHUMAEHIb — [0 CPAaBHEHUIO C HX
CWJIOW ThI MECUYMHKA. U CIIpaBUTHCA C HUMU YEJIOBEKY OYTH HEBO3MOXKHO. B OAMHOYKY — TOYHO.
OcobeHnno, korma npunuiy no TBowo aymry. Korma Tei cran muineHbro. Korma sxaxmyiasi KpoBH
CUSIOIIAs CTa b HaMpaBjeHa Ha TeO4. ..

— Ounynace? Hy Tem nyuie... MeHbine mpooiem. ..

W B3Bu3rHyna 3aJbpIXasich OT KpPOBH cTaib Meua. KuHynmach Ha ciiaboro 4ejoBeKa JHca,
MOTEepSBINAsl CBOM uesioBeYeCKri 00auK. Mmu mpocTo cTapimast coooit?

A 1iarbe myraercss B Horax. MemmaeT Oexarb. CKOBBIBAE€T JIBHXKEHHS. A BO3JyX pa3pbiBacT
rpyab. Ilpuumnser crpamanusa. Ho ocranoButhca Henb3s. [Ipomemnenune 3HaUuT cMmepTh. A
yMUpPATh HENb3s. Ha KOHY BeJib HE TOJIBKO €€ KU3Hb...

— beru. beru, yenoseuka! 1103B01b MHE HAaCIagUTHCS OXOTOM !

N Hecercsa crmenoM 3a 4EIOBEKOM 3Bepb. becnomaaueldi U xkaxaynmi kKpoBu. HamernBumii
CBOKO XKepTBy. M paccrynarorcss mepes HUM JAEPEBbs, UM JIOKUTCS AOpOra MpsiMO MOJ HOTH...
[Toromy 4TO 3a ciMHOM CTOAT BeKa. [IoTOMY YTO CAMIIKOM OTpOMHBI 3HaHHUSA. 1loTOMyY 4TO €CTE
CHWJIa HEIIO/IBJIACTHAS YEJIOBEKY.

Ho »ToT 3Beph He crienmT. 3aueM? Beap Tenepb HUKTO U HUYTO HE CMOTYT OTOOpaTh y HETo
€ro Takylo >KellaHHywoo A00bmy. KepTBy. Benp npy3bs cndr mon neidcTBUeM 4yxux udap. M He
MIPOCHYTHCS UM. ..

[Toka kTo-TO HE pa3dyaut. Mnu He HacTynut yrpo. [loTomy uTo Biacte benoro poma MoxHO
IMOYYBCTBOBATh TOJILKO HOUBIO. /J[€Hb HE €r0 BpeMsi.

— AX, KaK JIaBHO y MEHS He ObLJIO TaKOW OXOTHI... JKaib, 9To OHA HE MpomuTCs aoaro... He
TakK JId, YeJIoOBeUKa?

Omna 3aronsma Jlamy, kak XWUIIHUK 3aroHsieT cjiadoro M paHeHoro 3Beps. Jlo Tex mop, moke
no0blMa caMa HE CBaJUTCS OT YCTAJOCTH W HU3HeMOkeHHs. CKOJIBKO MOXET MpoOexarh



HenoaroTosaeHHbIM denoBek? Kuiomerp? JIBa? Tpu? Pano unu mo3aHo oH chactca. M Torma
HauyHeTcs HacTosas 3abaBa. Ho @yro yxxke Havyana HajoeqaTh 3Ta orous. .. [loatomy...

B3max nsatu XBOCTOB M OHU OKa3bIBAIOTCA B IepesMBaroiieMcs kokoHe. Kak pa3 pazmepamu ¢
YYyJIECHYIO MAaJICHbKYIO IMOJISIHY, 3aJUTYyl0 JTyHHbIM cBeToM. llokpoButenem benoro poma. Ee.
Ky3unsl UMnieparopa.

— Hy Bor... Tak Beap ropazno mayuiue?

Bort Tak u npuxomnut koHel. Tonpko cmaBarbcs HeENb3s. Hu B xoem ciywae! He ceiivac. He
sToMy... uygoBunly. M Jlaga 310 monumaer. Ho 4TO MOXKHO MOCTaBUTH MPOTUB OE3yMHOMU
HeHaBuctu? Xax el Bactu? Cuibl?

Tonbko Takoe ke Oe3yMHOE >KeIaHWuE€ BBDKUTH... A Oousbllie W Hedero. Tem Ooiee, 4TO
MOMOIIM B ATOT pa3 He OyzeT. [IpocTo He OoT KOro ee KAaTh...

— Yo xe Bbl Mmomunte? ['oBopure... [loka ecTh BO3MOXHOCTB... Benb Ipyroro maHnca MOXeT
1 HE OBITh.

N ne Oyner. [loatomy Hafo NMOTSAHYTH BpeMs. XOTsA Obl HEMHOTO... Belb HOMKeH ke ObITh
BbIXO1. JloimkeH!

— 4l vHe nonumaro... [louemy Bbl MEHS TaK... HEHABUJIUTE. ..

Hoporo ob6omencs Jlane atot 3aber. Ox, boruns, noporo! bomneie eit He mpodexars. Cui He
XBaruT. Jla u cuikl, Kak Toraa B rOpOAE BO BpeMsl IEpBOU BCTpeuu ¢ Tamanm, He MpuUMeHUTh... He
MOJIYYUTCA POCTO. Hapsl Ja cuiia 4yxasi MEIaroT. . .

— He nonumaenmns? A Beab Bce MNpPOCTO... Thl 3aHsAa MECTO, KOTOpOE€ IOJIKHO ObLIO
MPUHAIJIC)KATh MHE.

PBIBOK M OCTpbI€ KOI'TH OCTaBJSIOT NIYOOKYIO KPOBOTOYAIIYIO paHy Ha pyke MMmeparopckoit
*eHbl. M muarbe MTHOBEHHO MPOMUTHIBACTCS AJIOW KUAKOCThIO. Kak, Bmpouem, M 3emisi Ha
KOTOPYIO TSDKEJIBIMU KaILUISIMH KaraeT KPpoBb. boJbHO!

— 1 He xkenana 3TOrO. ..

VY p10Ka 3acTaBiseT coaporayThes. CKONBKO e B HEW 3J100bI U HEHABUCTH !

— DT10 He BaxkHO. ['maBHOE yOparh Tebs1 ¢ goporu. Jla Tak, 4ToObl HUKTO HE MOT TTOIyMaTh Ha
MeHs... Celdac BeJp B JIECAX HECITIOKOMHO. 3BEpU TaM BCAKHUeE. Jukue. ..

Eme oguH mpebKOK, HO B 3TOT pa3 Be3eT. Beero nuub cogpaHo KojeHo. Jla m To — cama
BrHOBaTa. Octynuiack. Ho... B TOJI0BE APKOM BCIBIIKOM MPOMEIIBKHYIIA HAAEKAA. A 4TO, ECIIH. ..

He 3ps xe ee npenynpexnan toraa bapon! He 3pst mpocrsi nOMHUTS!

— BOH 0OHO Kak... 3Ha4UT OT TPOHA BAC OTHEJSAI0 TOJBKO S... A BBl HE IOAyMAalH, 4YTO
Brnagpika MOXeT 1 He 00paTUTh Ha BaC CBOE€ BHUMaHHE?

I'maBHOE HEe Mmon4aTh. ['oBopuTh. ['0BOpUTE. I OBOPUTS.

W mompITaThcs JOCTaTh MaJCHBKUM TOHKUH KHHYKaJ, KOTOpbIi Jlama Bcerma Hocuiia ¢ COOOM.
N TonbKO 4yIOM CErOAHS HOYBIO OCTABUIIA €TO B PYKaBe.

Cnasa borune, yTo paneHa npyras pyka!

Ho kak, kak 3aCTaBUTh COMHEBATHCS TOCTOKY Dyro?

— A BbI HE OOUTECH €r0 THeBa?

Taxk... Ororo mano. CnumkoMm mMano! A ecnu clienarh Tax. ..

— Wnum moero?

[ITok. Kotopsiii cmensierca cmexoMm. M3nearenbckum. 3nbiM. Ho... MoOXkeT eme He Bce
MOTEPSIHO?

— TBoero? /Ia Tel BUIUMO HE MOHUMAENIb KTO 5, I€BOYKA. . .

HaoOopot, npekpacHo nmoHnumaeT. M mosTomy xBaraeTcs 3a €IMHCTBEHHBIA IMAHC BBDKUTH.



Cnactuch. ['maBHOE 4TOOBI BCE MOTYYUIIOCh. ..

— DTO BbI HE IOHUMAETE C KEM CBsi3aNCh. Vu He 3HaeTe, uTo s KpyxeBHuna?

3annTtepecoBasack. A To! O Hacrosumx KpyXeBHHIIaX MOYTH HUYETO HEU3BECTHO. TONBKO. ..
CKa3Ku. JTO-TO U ChIrpaeT Ha pyky Jlage. ['nyno OyaeT He BOCTIOJIb30BaTHCA TaKO BO3MOKHOCTHIO.

— N?

Bcrate. [Togoiitu uyrh Onuke. Ha paccrosinue BeITsiHyTOM pyku. Ha paccrosinue ynapa.

— MHe Bellb JI0CTaTOYHO BCEro IOJI MUTa, YTOObI MEPENUCaTh UYEJIOBEUECKYIO CYIBLOY...
JroOyto. [axe Bamry. Kak cumTaere, Bbl ycrieere MEHSI YOUTh JI0 TOTO, Kak s IMPU30BY CHJIbI
JOCTYITHbIE MHE?

He Beput. CoMmHeBaeTcsa. DTo... mioxo. A Beab Haao yoeauTh. UToObl moBepuiaa. XOTh Ha
Mmur!

— He ycneens. ..

Tyuu 3akpeu nyHy. 1 nonsina norpy3uiack Bo Mpak. Ho 3To maxxe xopouo...

— Ilouemy xke? Ycnew. U cnenaro Tak, 4ToObl Bbl HUKOIZIA HE POXIAIUCK... Mnm mydre
noMmenate Beunoctu co3gate Bech Bam Hapoa? Kak cunrtaere? [lo-moemy Hemmoxast MBICTb. ..

KpyxeBHnuna He nomkHa ararb. Ho eciau ThI CBATO BEpHIb B TO, YTO FOBOPHIIb, TO 3TO HE
JIOXKb?

J17151 yenmoBeKa, KOTOPBIM YBEPEH B 3TOM.

[ToaToMy Hano BepuTh. Beputh B TO, 4TO OHAa HEHaBUAUT VImreparopa 1 MHOTOXBOCTBIX JIKC.
Yto xemaer UM cMepTU. UTO 3TO €€ camMoil COKPOBEHHOE jKeJlaHue. XOTs Obl Ha OJHY MUHYTY
3a0BITh O BCEM J0OOpPOM M CBETJIOM, 4YTO CIy4Ywsioch ¢ Hed B Mmnepun. VI mOMHUTH JULIE
PaBHOJIYIIIME, XOJIOJ U COOCTBEHHOE OTYasIHbE. ITOr0 JIOJHKHO XBaTUTh.... HaBepHoe...

— YT0 X TOr/a paHbllle HE BOCIIOJIb30BAIACH IAHCOM?

A BOT 00 3TOM Jlana He noaymana. Ho orctynaTs mo3aHo.

— Hy kak xe! MHe Beap He MeEHbIIE Bac xoTenoch crarb Mmneparpuueut! M orcrynars
ceriuac... YBoawTe! ["'opas3no mpoire n30aBUTHCS OT Bac. ..

Ceituac!

W x TOHKOU Illee MPUKUMAETCA CHSIOIIEe cepedpo, OCTaBISAsSA TOHKUU COYAIMHCS KPOBBIO
nopes. U He aepHenbesa, nHadye — cMepTh. JKepTBa cTaia OXOTHUKOM. A TE€Epb. ..

— Kusaurecs! KnssHUTECH, UTO HUKOTAA HE NMPUYMHUTE BpPEa HU MHE, HU MOE€H CEMbE, HU
Bmanpeixe! Hy!

N3ympynHble T7a3a TEMHEIOT OT CACPKUBAEMOW HEHABUCTHU M 3JIOCTH. Tak... MOMACThCH.
3acnymaTtbes ckazkamu! IToBepUuTh 3TOM. .. 1eBYOHKE! A BIPYT... U BIPSIMb HE BpeT?

— K... KiisiHych.

Ho Jlama He oTmyckaer, MOTOMY YTO 3HA€T — 3Ta KJIATBA HE CTOMT POBHBIM CYETOM HUYETO.
Hyxna npyras. Kopu ¢ Mu3y, k c4acTbro, HAy4UJIH.

— Her, rocnoxa... KisitHUTECh KPOBBIO, POIOM, CHUJIOW M BE€YHOCTHIO... MHE HE HYXKHBI
OCEYKHU U HEJIOTOBOPEHHOCTH !

['maBHOE ceiiuac He copBarbcs... He mokaszars cnmaboctu. A octaabHOe — moAoxaer. Jlo
Jy4YIINX BPEMEH.

— He nocmeens. ..

KuHkanm TONpKO CHIJIBHEE NaBUT HA ropno. s KUTCyHE 3TO KOHEYHO HE paHa... Ho Toxe
IOBOJIBHO HE TIpUATHO. A Jlaga ee Tenepb HE OTITYCTHT. ..

— IHocmero. KnssauTecs!

U ckB03b 3y0y, 1OJJOOHO MIMIIEHUIO 3MEU 3BYyYaT CJIOBA KJISATBHL. .. J[oOunach-Taku cBoero!



— KpoBb10, 4TO T€YET B MOUX KUJIAX... POIOM, UTO BEIET CBOE HAYAJIO C COTBOPEHUS MUDA. . .
Cuioit, garomieid MHE HW3Hb... BEUHOCTBIO U T1OpOro xaymieit MeHs. .. KnsHycs!

Bot tenepp Bce. CnnaceHa. A KMHXaJll BO3BPAILIAETCA HA 3aKOHHOE MeCTO. M0XHO OTJIOXHYTb.
DTOT 3BEph YK€ HE CTPALICH.

— Vxonaure.

Hano Bo3Bpawarscs. IlepeBsizare panbl. M camMoe I1aBHOE — HHUKOMY HHUYETO HE
pacckasbBarb. Hu x ywemy Musy ¢ Kopu nononHurensHble BoJIHEHHS. Eme non 3amok nocamsir. B
KPAaCHUBYIO KJIETKY. ..

— TBaps!

unu. Tonbko 3TO yxke Oecrione3no. Bpena To1 Jlage npuunHuTh HE cMOXkelb. [loTomy dTo
MOKJISJIaCh TaK, KakK 3aroseaoBaia BeyHOCTs.

— A 3Haere elle 4To, rocnoxa dyro...

SApko ynbIOHYThCS, OllIyllasi BKyc mo0e/ibl Ha rydax.

— KpyxeBHHIla HUKOT/IAa HEJOJKHA HECTH cMepTh. ToJibko cracark. He cebs, Ho apyrux. 1
MTHOBEHUS MHE ObLIO OBl MaJIo.

W B cinHy el neren Kpuk paHeHoro 3Beps. OTuassHHbIN U OecrioMolHbid. Ee o0Benru BOKpy1
naneia... OTHsUmM A00bMy M maHc ctarh WUmmneparpumneit. Mects. U 3To-TO M OBUTIO cTpamiHee
BCETO.

TI'naea 28

[To nmecy OexuT Oenblii, KaKk CHET, €IWHOPOT, OCTABISIS CIEIbl Pa3BOCHHBIX KOIBIT Ha
BJIQKHOM OT MPOIIEAIIET0 HEeIaBHO OXs 3emiie. Ero por cBepkaeTr B JyHHBIX OnHKax, OJ00HO
KpUCTaJUTy. A 32 HUM C JJa€M HECYTCSl TOHYME, HOPOBSI IOTHATH M YOUTh, YTOOBI MTPOCTO MOPA0OBAThH
CBOETO X03siMHAa. CIHBIILMTCS BBICTPEI U BOT YK€ Ha O€JIoi IepCcTH TOPUT ajiasg KpoBb. biaropoaHoe
M MPEKPACHOE CO3JaHUE TMAJAET Ha TPaBy, HO YE€PE3 MTHOBEHbE NbITA€TCA MOAHSATHCS. [lo3aHO!
Cobaku yxxe OKpYKWJIM €ro, a 3HAu4uT, CKOPO PsIoM OyIyT M Te, KTO MOANKCAT €My CMEPTHBIN
npuroBop. OHU BCE-TaKHU JOCTAIM €ro, 3TU OXOTHUKU. BOT OHU yxe NMpuOIMKAIOTCS HAa CBOUX
KOHSX. Y HHUX Ha JMIle WUrparoT yiblOku. JlecHol koponb moBepxkeH! boibiie Hexkomy Oymer
3amumath Jec! Hukto Gonpie He OyaeT MemaTh oxoTe!

Enunopor ¢ 0oyibi0 OMIsAbIBAa€T CBOMX IMajiadeil roiyObIMu Tiazamu. Heyxenum Bce Tak
3akonuutcsi? Heyxenu Ttak u morubHer jnec? Ero nec?! Ho Bapyr oH 3amedaeT MajieHHKOTO
MaJlBiMKa, CTOSIIEr0O B CTOPOHE OT €ro MY4YWTeNled, W, C yXacoM HaOMonamImM, 3a
Pa3BOPAYMBAIOIIEHCS HA €rO IJ1a3ax KapTUHOM. ..

Tebe He HpaBUTCS TO, YTO Thl BUAUIIID, JUTS?

Hert, 3T0 HEenmpaBUiibHO. .. Tak HE JOJBKHO OBbITh... Thl HE TOJKEH YMUPATh, Thl HY>KEH JIECY...

Moe Bpems yxonut. Ilomoru mHe.

S Huuem He Mory Tebe OMOUYb, EUHOPOTL. Y MEHS HEJJOCTATOYHO CHJI. Sl elle CIMIIKOM Mall
u cnao.

ThI MOXeEIIb TOMOYB. JIecy Hy€H HOBBIA XpaHUTENb. CTaHb UM.

Ho...

VY Tebs nobpoe cepaue, aAuTA. Tel ymeelns MOHUMAaTh MPUPOAY M CTapaeuibcs Oepeub ee.



3anmTu Jiec. S mporry TeoOs. ..

— $1 obemmato, — mpoIenTan MadIHuK, IO, KaK K €IUHOPOTY MOAXOAUT €Tr0 OTEIl, YTOOBI
CITHJIMTH POT.

Jlo dero >xe MOXomAT Jronud B cBoel skaaHoctH! Jlaxke mo yOuWiicTBa CTOJIb OJIArOpOIHBIX
KUBOTHBIX. ..

— Bnaaucnas, unu croma! — mo3Ban ManmuMka ero oren. — IlocMoTpu, kKakas y Hero
rIagKast mKypa, a por! OH CTOUT HE MEHBIIE TPEX COTEH 30J10THIX!

Brnaaucnas nunime mokadana rojIoBOM, HE Haxols B ce0e CUJl MOJOWTH, 4TOOBI 3arisiHyTh B
roJjiyoble rjiasza yxe MEPTBOTO €IMHOpOra. ..

Ha 3akare manp4yuK BHOBB IpUILEN B Jec. Ero Heynep:KUMO TSHYIO Ty[a, B 3€JICHYIO POIILy,
rae norud kopousib Jieca. Crylanuch CyMEpKH, OKYTBIBasl JIEC CBOMM MOKPBHIBAJIIOM, U CaIUIOCh
COJIHIIE, 3aCTaBJISIOIIEe Jec ropeTh noxapoMm. Ho naxke sta kpacora Obuta mpoHu3sana 6oibto. Jlec
OIIAKKBAJI CBOE MOTHOIIIee cep/ille, CBOEro eIMHOPOra. ..

A BrnanguciaB Bce Imen M IeN, HE 3HAs Ja)xe JOpOrd, HO YYBCTBYS CEpAIIEM, YTO OH Ha
npaBwibHOM TyTH. VM BEpHO, BCKOpPE OH BHIIEI K TOMY MECTY, TJ€ €ro OTel OTHHJINI PoT
equHopory. ['e Hamen cBoro cMepTh KOpoJib jieca. Ha TpaBe ja)ke oCTalucCh CIlie/ibl €r0 KPOBH.
AJloM, ajon KpOBH. ..

[Touemy mroam Tak kectoku? Ilouemy He cTpeMsTca coxpaHHTh Kpacory? Ilouemy mymaror
TOJIBKO O cebOe, He 3aMeuas TeX, KoMy HY>KHa X TTOMOIIIb?

[To mekaM TEKyT cie3bl, MaJas Ha TPaBy XpyCTAIbHBIMU KalenbkamMu. Brnaaucias miakani mo
yOUTOMY €IMHOPOTY, 110 OKaMEHEeBIIMM cepanaM Jroaeit. Ho uro on mor ¢ atum caenars? Hudero.
Pa3zBe uro...

Bokpyr mManpdMka BUXpPEM 3aKPYKHWJIHCh JIUCThsl, @ KOTJa OHU OMYCTWJIMCh Ha 3€MIII0, Ha
MOJISIHE CTOSJT MaJ€HbKUM €IMHOPOT, C €/1Ba BUJAMMBIM H3-0J] TPUBLI poroM Ha JiOy. bombiie He
obu10 Bnagucnaga... Bmecto Hero poauiics emie oAuH €IMHOPOT, HOBOE CEP/IIE Jieca.

Ero orem myman, 4To cMOXET YOUTH €JMHOpOra, HO pa3Be MOXHO yOuTh meuty? Benk
€IUHOPOT 3TO MeYTa. MeuTa MaJIeHbKOTO MAJIBUMKA, YbE CEPJILIE HE 0KECTOUMIIOCH, KaK Yy APYTHUX.
He pa3yuunock cTpanarh, CONepeKuBaTh 1 JIOOUTH TPUPOY. . .

A CKBO3b JiIeC CHOBa OEXHUT €JUHOPOT, BO3BpaIliasi paJoCTh €ro KUTEIsIM. Benp moka KuBo
cepie jgeca, OyJeT )KUB U OH CaM...

(JIana,
0e3 aThl).

Mu3zy ¢ Kopu Tak u HE y3HaAIM O TOM, YTO CIY4YUJIOCH C JlamoW B HOYb, KOIJIa OHU CHAJIU
3aKOJIJJOBAaHHBIM CHOM. [loTOMy 4TO MX Trocmo)ka M cecTpa MoJidajia M CKpbIBaja CBOM PaHBL
KoTopsie ¢ kaxapiM qHeM Oosenu Bce cuiibHee. Ho oHa Tak He xoTena BojiHOBaTh ux! M mosTomy
tepnena. Jlo camoit cromunbl. /lo moma. A Ttam yx oHa crpaButca. OMoOeT HacTosMu '0OeBbIe
paHeHus. 3aJE€UUT UX Ma3sIMHU.

— T"'ocmmoxa, BBI HE 3a00menn?

XOTh CTpaX U MAJICHbKas JUCUYKA HE 3HAJIM O CIYYHBIIMMCS, HO OHM HE MOIJIM HE 3aMETUTh,
Kak M3MeHunach ux noapyra. Crana uyrb MemaiieHHee. OctopoxHee. U elie 3Tu Kpyru 1oj niazamu
J1a BOCKOBas OJIEIHOCTD. ..

— Hert. C yero TbI B3s111?

Tonbko Okl He 3ameTusivn. Benp ocranochk Bcero Huuero! Yke w JIBOpell MOXKHO BHAECTH! A



Yepes3 yac OHU BBEAYT B CaM TOPOJ.

— IIpocTo BBl OUEHB TIOXO BHIMISAAUTE. MBI BOJIHYEMCS.

BosnyroTes... A el Tak 3TOro He xo4eTcs!

— IIpocTto ycTana. OTh myTeeCTBHUS TaK BEIMATHIBAKOT. . .

Ho Tyr ee BHMMaHue NPUBJIEKJIM JBE MajieHbKHE (UTYPKHU, CTOSIIME HaJIbllie Ha JOPOTE.
Ouenp 3Hakomble. OpgHa — pbDKasgs W TOPA3UTEILHO HAMOMHUHAIONAS OIHY JOPOTyI0 UM
[enuTenpHuIly, a BTOpas — IMOMEHbIIE, B OENbIX O/IE’K/IaX U OYEHb TSHKEJIOW CyMKOHM Ha Iiede,
KOTOPYIO TOCTOSIHHO Tackaj ¢ coboit Xukapy. Benb Tam — kuHuru!

— Tamanm!!! Xukapy!!!

Tpu rojxoca mTOMHMO BOJIM CIUIUCH B OJIUH. PagocTHble. CuacTiHBEIE.

OHu BepHynmuch noMou. M cpasy ke BCTpPETWSIA JOPOTHX Apyreud. ITo... yynecHo. Kak u
COJIHEYHBIN A€Hb, PANYIOIIMKA UX CETOIHS.

— C Bo3Bpamieauem!! C Bo3BpaleHueM. ..

Bo aBopiie BHOBb 3a0ypiiniia xu3Hb. Bripouem, OHa HUKOTAa HE ITPEKpaIanach.

[IpocTo ¢ Bo3BpameHneM xeHbl MiMneparopa 3To ctano 3ameTHee. Kak HUKak CKOpO HOJDKHA
Oba ObITh KopoHalus. KoTopyro He Bce »KaKJIalu BHUJIETh, HO... Tak ckazan Bmanpika. U
MPEACTABUTEIISIM OJIArOPOTHBIX POIOB OCTABAIOCh TOJBKO MOJTYa KUAAaTh HEIOBOJIbHBIC B3IVISIBI Ha
BUHOBHUIY TOPKECTBA. TOJBKO BOT €€ caMy HUKTO HE CIIPOCUII O TOM HY)KHA JIM €U dTa BIACTh U
kopoHa. Tem OoJiee ceituac.

A cam Brnanpika Exait BcnomuHain. To, 4ToO Tak XoTesa CKPBITh OT HETo €ro ke xeHa. Ho... on
caM el He CKaXKeT, YTO 3HAeT O ee 'mpukitoueHnu’ ¢ Oyro-aono. Hezauem. Bee Beap 0001LIOCH.

Ho torma nmoyemy npu mbiciu o0 Ky3uHe y Mmmeparopa caMu co0OM CKUMArOTCS B KYIaKd
PYKH, a THEB U 3JIOCTh MEMIAIOT AbIATH? [loyeMy mpr BOCIIOMUHAHUAX O TOM HOYM €My XOUETCS
MEPEKUHYTHCS B CBOIO 3BEpUHYIO (DOopMy, YTOOBI HaKa3arh Ty, KOTOpas mocMesia MPUIYUHUTH O0JTh
ero xeHe? Ero cokpoBuiiry?

A ona momuut. He xouet nenutbest HabosesieM. CtpaxoM. [lepexuToiM yxacoMm.

[Touemy? Heyxenu oH He 3aciyxuil ee gosepusi? Hu eaunoii kanmau ero?

OH HaOxromaeT 3a Hel, CKPbIBAsCh B TEHSIX JIBOPLIOBBIX KOPUIIOPOB, TAe Jlaga mpsiuercs ot
cBouX Jipy3ei. [ToToMy 4TO HE X04eT NPUUUHATH UM 00Jb. BooO1ie Hukomy. Ho oHa He moHUMaeT,
4TO 3TO HE Tak. UTo 3a Hee Bce paBHO OyayT BosiHOBaThed. [loToMy uto nHavye Henb3s. [loTomy uTo
€CTh B 3TOM MHPE CYILECTBA, KOTOPHIM OHA JOPOTa U KOTOPHIE JIFOOST €e.

N 310 cBOAsIIEE C yMa MOJTYAHUE U OTUYKJICHHOCTh TaK OCTAaBJIATh Helb3d. He B aTOM ciydae.

— Bawm tak Hamoenuw Bamm Apy3bsd, )KEHA, YTO BbI YK€ KOTOPBIN JEHH OpOIUTE MO CaMbIM
3aMyIIEHHBIM U MaJ0 KOMY U3BECTHBIM KOPUIOpaM?

B3nparusaer. OrnsasiBaeTcsa. I MTHOBEHHO HampsraeTCs.

bouTtcs?

[Toxanyi. ..

— Her... IlpocTo X0oT€nochs noayMars.

VYnsi0aercs. A cama Oenee cHera. M rma3za noytu noTyximu.

— HHuTepecHo o uem xke? He noagenurecs?

Momuut. OHa Bcerma Mmomuut! Jlake xoraga e Tspkeno uim 6oasHO... Heyxkenu Tak mporre?
Jlyame? Het! Henb3s TeprieTh Bce HEB3TOIbI B OJMHOUKY. MIlHaue HUKAKUX CHJI HE XBaTUT!

— He xotwute... Uro k. Torga noctynuMm uHave. [lokaxure pyky.

A B3IJIAJI KaK y 3aTHAHHOTO B JIOBYLIKY 3Beps. He 3naet? Mnu 3naer? Otkyna?!



— 3auem?

Tonkue ry0obl KpUBUT cTpaHHas ynbiOka. Kak Oyaro HexxuBasi. Mpaunas. ['opbkasi.

— YT00Bb1 00paboTarh Baily paHy, KoHe4HO. Hemnb3s ke 3aHMMarbcs caMojedeHueM. Tem
0oJsiee B TakoM citydae. Tak 4To — PyKY.

Bnangeika 3Hanm w Buzgen MHoroe. Ilo3ToMy W cyMen e€Iie COBCEM IOHBIM MAaJBYUILIKON
yAepKarbcs Ha TpoHe. Pa3ragars miaHel CBOMX BparoB. He MOAYMHUTHCSA Yy)KOU CUJIe. YIEpKaTh
BiIacTh. HaMepTBO Hanenus Ha nuio GpaphopoByrd MacKy, CKPhIB OT BCETO MHUpPa CBOIO UCTUHHYIO
CyIHOCTb... Tak Obu10 myuie. Torna. Ho gaxke KUTCyHE HE MOXKET >KUTh a0COJIFOTHO HUKOMY HE
noBepsisi. [IpocTo HE BBIIEPKUT OKPYXKAIOMIEH ero JoKU M (anbim. XOTS MHOTHE U CUMTAIOT 3THU
YepThl CBOMCTBAMM HMX XapaKTE€pPOB WU CYIIHOCTH. DTO HE mpaaa. OHU Takke HYKIAIOTCS E
NOJJIEP’KKE, KaK U BCe B 3TOM Mupe. [IpocTo /it HUX CIUIIKOM TSDKENIO CHATh MacKy. OOHaXUTh
ayury. [loroMy 4To B 3TOM CTpaHe MPeaaTesbcTBO cTaio HOpMOil. OOBIIEHHOCTBIO.

— A xny.

A Benb emy Jlama nosepset. Mnu nipocto cmupuiiack? Ckopee HeT, yeM ja. Ho pyky Bce *
Taku nojaina. M pykas 3akaTtaia, SBUB €ro B30pY MPOMHUTABIIYIOCS KPOBBIO MTOBSI3KY.

— Pa3Be MoxHO Tak cebOst HE Oepeub, keHa? Heyxenu Bbl He 3Haere, uto y dyro-can He
KOTTsX Bcerjaa HaxoauTes sa? Het? Torna BaM Be3eT, 4TO 1 03a00THJICS BaIlIMM 3JI0POBLEM.

NmMmneparop akKypaTHO CHSUT MOBSI3KY, MUMOJIETHO OTMeYasi, YTO paHa MoIyia Obl BRIVISACTh U
nosyudite. .. Ho XoTh 3arpsi3HeHus U 3apakeHust HET U To — OJaro.

— Orkyna Bel 3HaeTe 00 3ToM?

On ynbIbaeTcs, BIpoYeM HE YKIIOHSSCh OT OTBETA.

— 4l 3acTan BaC UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJIa Bbl 3aCTABUJIM CBOIO MPOTUBHUILY MPUHECTH
BaM KJsATBY. O4eHb MyApbIM XOA C Baled CTOPOHBL. Bbl oqHMUM MaxoM OOMaHYIM OIWH U3
CUllbHENImMX ponoB Mmnepun u u30aBUIMCH OT SHHOIO KojuuyecTBa BparoB. [Ipumure moe
BOCXMILCHUE.

N3 Bo3myxa MOSBISETCS CTEKJIAHHAS OaHOYKA, B KOTOPOM OKa3bIBAE€TCS MaxHYIAs TpaBaMu
Mma3b. Ho Jlany ynuBuio He 3To, a TO, 4TO Cei... OOBEKT 3aBUC B Bo3ayxe. Kak Oynaro Tak U HaJo.

— Kak 310 nonmyuaercs?

He morna ve cnpocuts. UHTEpECHO *ke!

Jla u 60716 BpOJie cTajla MEHBIIE. . .

— Marus. Cnpimanu o TtakoMm sBiaeHun? QOuenp mnone3Has Bemp! WMHorma mpocto
He3ameHuMmas. Kak v B Bamewm cirydae. ..

OH U BHOpsAMb Jake HadaJd BOCXHIIATHCS CBOEH KEHOM... OOBECTH BOKPYTr majblla KUTCYHE!
Penko komy ymaetcs takoe... Ouenn peako. Ho ona cymena. M cnacinace. Ho Bce oObscHEHHS U
oOBuHEHUS — moToM. Ceifyac HaJI0 MEePeBI3aTh PYKY.

— Conrarp HE COBpaB HU CI0BOM. [IpocTO Ha HEKOTOpPOE BpEMS MOBEPHUB B TO, UYTO TOBOPUTE.
['ennansHo! M pocTo... TOJIBKO %kajak, YTO MHOTHE 3TOTO HE TOHUMAIOT.

— 1 He morma Tam ymepets. He umena npasa. ..

B ronoce — otuasiube. U3 m1a3 karsarcd ciie3bl. A OHA U HE 3aMedaeT. Tak moka3blBaTh CBOU
cnaboctu! Obnaxats aymry! Ho emy — MoxHo. OH He nipenact. He Tenepb, Korjia CHsUT Macky.

— Yro xe BbI? He mnaubte. Bee B mopske. Bee xoporio. ..

— S He xXoTenma roBopuTh Tex Bemiei... IlpaBma He xorena! Ho... 3T0 ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM
maHc! EAMHCTBEHHBIN. .. A s TaK XOTeJa XuTh... [IpocTo...

— 4 3Haro. Sl Bce 3HarO...

N nexomy Obulo yBuIeTh uX. [loTomMy uTo sToro He xoten Brameika. IloToMy yTo 3TH



MTHOBEHMSI MPHUHAMICKAIU TOJIBKO emy U ero xeHe. [loromy uro Jlama HakoHen OOBEpUIIACH
cBOoeMy MyXYy. 1IpoCcTO mOTOMY 4TO pyXHYJIM CTEHBI, CAEpKUBAIOLIME €€ yyBcTBA. 1 OHa miakana,
n30aBIsISICH OT cTpaxa u 0osu. [IpocTo mMoTOMY, YTO MPUIILIO BPEMH. . .

Beuynocts nukoBana. I[lomyuunoce! Crnacena! Tenepp 3TOM MalleHBKOM JEBOYKE HUYTO HE
Oynet rpo3uTh. Benp oHa nonsna... [lonsma! Cymena oboiTi nmpaBuia, cipaBuThed... Bl Tenepnb
HUYEM HE rpo3WJia JlapoBaHHas cuia U Marusi. [loroMy 4to oHa OoJjbliie HE OyneT NMepenuchiBaTh
UCTOpUIO U XU3HU. OHA MOCTPOUT UX CBOMMM COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMHu M CO BceM cripaButcs. He
onHa, Het! Beap ¢ Hel Bcerga Oyayr Te, KTO J0poxuT e€ro. Kro 3anmmaer ee. OHa cTaHeT
cuacTiuBoil. [lo-Hactosimemy. Tonbko 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO O€HIbI, TOPECTH M TeYaIu TEMeph
oboiayT ee ctopoHoi. Tak He ObiBaeT... M1 He MoxeT ObITh. [IpOCTO BCE CTaHET UYTOUKY MPOIIE.
[lonsTHen. /11 Hee.

— O6omw1ock. .. Bce 060mu10Ch. ..

N ne 6ena, uro 3t sMouuu BuaaT Kuzab, Cmepts u Cynp0a. [Tycts. Huuero crpammoro us3-
3@ 3TOTO HE CIIYYUThCHI.

A y Hee camoii — nipa3aHuk. W uckpurcsa B 6okane u3 npimuaroro xpycrans 'Jlensanas Cnesa
— BHHO, KOTOpoe aenaercs u3 aroqa CesepHbix Cres...

CwmepTh 3a0yaeT Aopory K JTod KpyxkeBHuIile. Kak 3a0buta ee k kuTcyHe. Hacerna.
3acnyxwuia... Her, He Tak.

Eu nmomapunu xu3nb. [loutn Beunocts. M 570 — cuactee. [ns nerein Beunoctu. Ilycts Beerc
HECKOJIBKHUX, HO A3TO CTOWJIO TOro. Beab OHM TOYTM HE YMEKT 3TOro. A Tak... Hayyarcs.
O6s3arensHo! U Moxer... Tonbko Moxket! Ee AeTu cTaHyT XOTs Obl HEMHOTO Yallle CHUMAaTh CBOU
MAacCKH...

A nanexo-ganexko, 32 MHOTO MUJIb OT cToiulbl Pamyxnout Umnepuun, Ha CeBEpHBIX OCTPOBAX
npsijia CBOIO TIPSKY cTapas 3Haxapka Mapda. MHoro nHel MUHYIIO ¢ TeX Mop, Kak OHa MPOBOIXIIA
B JAlbHIOI0 CTpaHy cBoi0 ydeHuily. C TOro MOMEHTa, Kak IMpeapekia el ObiTh Benukoi
Nmneparpunen.

— D1, JlomoBoiil! Beixonu, BeIxoau aa ckas3biBail Kak jena y Hamed Jlagymku! He Benaemnn
YTO JIM CaM, 4UTO 3Be3bl BemaroT? Bexoau!

N3-3a meuku mokasajiach pblkUM Oopomarbiii yenoBedek. Cam aoma Xo3siuH. XpaHUTENb U
3anmTHUK. He OyzeT ero u ntoma He OyAeT.

— Hy roBopu-roBopu. Uto Tebe Tam TBOU TPOIOPOAHBIA Opar 1o Marepu pacckazan? Uto Bo
IBopIie TBOpUTCs-aenaerca? Kakue HoBoctu?

HenoBonbHOo 3ammnen yepHsbii koT. He magun on ¢ JlomoBbiM. TOT HE J1aBall EMy CMETaHy CO
CIIMBKaMH BOpOBaTh. Bipouem, 3TO HE MMOMEMIATIO CTAPOMY XUTPELY HABOCTPUTH CBOM YIIH.

— A d4ro paccka3bBarhb-TO? Bce TaM wmaeT kKak A0JDKHO. JIamy-TO KOPOHYIOT CKOpO.
NmnepaTtop caMm moBeJieln 1a OHa 3TOro He XxoueT. Ho KTo Haily JeBOYKy cipoCUT?

3HaxapKa CMEETCSI CBOUM CKPHUITYYHM, IMOXOKHUM Ha BOPOHBE KAPKAHBE CMEXOM. DTO-TO OHA
3HaeT! He mapom korpa-To myremecTBoBaja Mo 3eMisiM KUTCyHeE... JlaBHO, mpaBaa... Ho u To —
JETIO0.

— Toxk moxynena yx 00JIbHO Hala AeBodka... Oromana, 6oje3Has. YK HE BeAar0 — XBOPb
Kakas ee ciommiia anu euie uro. Keraru o exe... S Tyr camoBap 3aronuii, IUIIOLIEK Hamek... He
ropa Ji 4ai nuTh, a Mapdymka?

N xutpo Tak cmotput. Ho crapyxa u cama 3Hanma — mnopa. Ha HeOe yke mepBble 3BE3]Ibl



3aKNIUCh... MOXHO OTIOXHYTh. Jla U €ClIM 4eCTHO TOBOPUTH, TO JJOMOBOM IJIIOIIKH U MTUPOTH MEK
oecriogobusie! He napom Jlaga ux mobwuna. ..

— TBos npaspa, crapeii. HakpeiBaii Ha croi. Jla TOIBKO paccka3 CBOM Hpomosku. f He
KUKUMOpa M HE OEperuHs, y MEHs BallliX CIIOCOOHOCTEW HeT, Tak 4To.... Kakasgs TaM XBOpb

MPUKITIOYHIACH?
— He 3nato, rosopro xe! Ho 4TO-TO CHIBHO MOAKOCWUIIO JEBOYKY. Xoauia OneaHas,
OCYHYBLIAsACs, IO DIAa3aMM CUHAKUM — CMOTpeTh kanko! Ho ceiwac Bpoxmp 1o Jiydme CTalo.

Bnagpika momieunn ee 4to au?

Bxycen numoBsii 4aii ¢ meaom! OT Takoro HM OJWUH JMC HE OTKazajcs Obl, HE TO, YTO
4eJnoBek!

— Ax, na! Tam xe pagocts Oonbias! ['ocmoxke 3amka nepeaarb HaJI0 — CKOpo 0alOyIKon
caenaerca. BHy4OK MOsIBUTHCS. ..

bapcuk 3amypibikai. [[eicTBUTENBHO XOpo1iasi HOBOCTh. J[axke oueHb!

— YBepen?

— 3Hamo, uto yBepeH. O0 3ToM yxe Bce Haum roopsAt. [lomapku rorosdar... M maneiiy u
MaTepH.

Mapda 10BOBHO TaK yABIOHYIACH. XOPOIIO!

— Mpa... DTo Bce, KOHEUHO, XOPOIlo, & TOJILKO BOT HA CYET KOPOHAIIMH I COMHEBAIOCh. Kak
Obl HE OIMOJIMCHh MBI B CBOUX OXKUAAHUAX. .. Hy /1a MOXHUBEM — yBUIUM.

I'naea 29

OnmHax el JaBHO, KOT/A s ele ObUTa COBCEM PEOCHKOM, s yCIblmaia oauH pa3roBop. M maxe
CITYCTSI MHOIO JIET s IOMHIO €T0 CJIOBO B CJIOBO. A TOBOpSANMX — HET. OHU CTEPIUCH U3 MOEU
MaMsTH, Kak OyATO WX HUKOIJIA HE CYIIECTBOBAIO. TOJIBKO TO O YeM OBLT MX Pa3TOBOP OCTAJIOCh. A
TOBOPHJIM OHM O CYIIHOCTAX M Mackax. O HOYM.

— He cimmkoM 51 mo3aHO AJ1sl TOCUIENIOK, MO Opyr?

— Her. Benb ceroqust Takast kpacuasi Houb. OOUIHO MPOCTIATh 3TO TOPAKECTBO MPUPO/IBIL.

— A BbI HE OonTech?

— Yero?

— IlpuBenennii. Hexxutu. U mpoyero.

— A 3aueM MHe uX 0osAThcs? OHU HE MEIaloT MHE, 1 — uM. Tak 4To... Het, He 6010ChE.

— A MHorue ObIBaloOT B ykace. Kak mogymMaroT, 4To OHU CITIOCOOHBI TOAYMHUTE UX BOJIIO ceOe.

— DTO HE UX CTWIb. BbI ke 3HaeTe 310 HE XyKe MeHs. OHM MOTYT OKOJIJIOBAaTh, O4apOBAarh,
JUUIMTH BBIOOPA, 3aTHATH B YTOJI, HO HUKOTJa 0€3 COrjacust >KepTBBI.

— Jla?

— Jla. Tema TOXe HuMKOTAa He mocTynaeT uHade. Kak m kurcyHe. TONBKO CBET JIMILAET
BBIOODA.

— Jlaxxe Tax?

— MHorue He 3aMedaroT, YTO B TEMHOTE €CTh CBET. Ero mnpocro Hamxo yBuaeTb. Ho MHOrMM
ATO HE TOJI CHUITY...

— BrI mro0uTE HOYB.



— VYry. B 3T0 BpeMs cyTOK s MOTY TpOCTO OBITH COO0M. He urpars oTBeIcHHYIO MHE CyAhOOM
Y MUPOM poOJib. [IoTOMY 4TO HOYB CPBIBAET BCE MACKHU.

N ecnu momymarp, TO 3TH JIBO€, KOTOPBIX sl TOYEMY-TO 3a0blia, MpaBbl. JIHEM MBI HE MOXKEM
OBITH CO0O0H, HO HOUBIO... Houbto cTuparoTcs Bce rpanuiibl. M Mbl ipeoOpaxaemcs. He B xymiyro u
He B Jyumyto ctopoHy. I[Ipocto crtaHoBumcs camuMu co6oil. Co cBOUMHU COOCTBEHHBIMHU
KEJIAHWUSIMH, MEUTaMU Y MIPaBUJIAMH. . .

(JIana,
MecHIl 371aTomnoJs, 12 1eHb KpacHBIX 3B€3]1).

— T'ocnioka, Bl mouemy emie He ToToBbl? KopoHanus yepes Ba yacal

Ota dpasa, ¢ ONHOM eIMHCTBEHHOW pasHUIlEd — BO BpeMEHH, IpeciienoBana Jlagy ¢ camoro
yrpa. Kto ei1 ee Tonpko He roBopwi! U cioyru, u getu, u ciyxurenu xpama, 1 Kopu ¢ Mu3sy, u
naxxe Mmneparop... Jlaxe oH 3asBUiCA, 4TOOBl HAIOMHUTH O MpuOmMxaromemcs Topxkecrtse! U
yaro Bemwi. C Heu. lIpocto moTtomy, uro oHa momnpocuia. [IpocTto moromy, 4TO 3TO COBCEM
npocTo. Bemuth yaro. U pacckasats uto-To Becenoe! 3ab6aBHoe! OTBICYH OT TATOCTHBIX MBICTIEH. . .

Ho eii Obuto Bce paBHO. M HHUYero He xoTenoch. XOTsA HET, HE Tak. Eif He XoTenoch ObITh
Nmneparpuneit. Hu xanenbku. Ho kak 00BSICHUTH 3TO BCeM ocTalbHbIM? Kak 1oHeCTH A0 TeX, KTO
CUMTAET ATO BCE BBICIIEM MUJIIOCTBIO, YTO €l 3T0 He HykHO? CoBcem. [loTomy uro oHa — He
Bnagprauna. M Hukorna He cMOXKeT ctaTh e10. Hacrosmei.

Uro Jlaga Bcero nuimb — ObIBIIAs YeJIOBEUECKash KHSKEHKA, IPUUEM HE caMOro 3HAaTHOTO
porna? UTto oHa — poOIMIIACh YETOBEKOM M YEJIOBEKOM yMpeT? UTO ee HUKOTAa HE MPUMYT 31€Ch B
ATOW MOTYIIECTBEHHOU U MOYTH BCECUIIBHOU POIU?

— Ceituac. Eme MmuHyTOUKY U 51 Oymy ofeBaThCA. . .

Ha xposaru nexano mnaree. He xuMoHOo. X0oTh 3TO 3anomMHuinu. He momblTanuce HaBA3aTh
CBOIO KYJIBTYpPY M Tpaauliu Ha kKopoHaiuu. [loromy uTo moHsimm — Oecnonie3Ho. [a eie ee myx
HaBEPHSIKA BBIPA3UII CBOE BEJIMKOE MOBEJIEHHUE. . .

A Ha cBagn0e Bce ObUIO UHAYE. ..

Ona nomuwmia. Bee. Jlo menpqaiinmx neraneit. [lypnypHoe kuMoHO. 30510TO ykpameHuil.
COOCTBEHHBIE CIIE3bl, KOTJa OHA CMOTpEJia B 3epKalio, rae oTpaxanach He OHA. A emie To *KyTKoe
YyBCTBO OJJMHOYECTBA... KOTOpOoe CKOBBIBAIIO CEp/IlIE ceryac.

Jlaga He xoTena ObITh omuHOKOW. CoBceM. Jla M KOMYy OHO HY)KHO M HEOOXOIUMO — 3TO
onnHouecTBo? ['pycTHOE M OE3BICXO/IHOE. . .

Ona xorena cyacthsi. OObIKHOBEHHOTO M TpocToro. Cempro. Temubiit u yrooTHBIM q0oM. He
JBOpEI... A MPOCTO ACPEBSIHHBIN JOMHUK, IJI€ B CaJly pacTeT MajJnHa ¢ S0JOHSIMU U CIuBaMu. [ ie B
KOJIO[IIIE COUT CHOM Npo3payHas Boja. l7e mom KphIIed JacTOYKW CBWJIM CBOE THe3no. Ha
CUaCTheE.

W rne TponuHKM yTonTaHbl O0OCBIMU HOraMu jaeteil. ['ne mo Beuepam mpu cBere GoHapeil u
cBedel unTaroTcs cka3ku. Koropeie pacckaspiBaia er koraa-to Haua. M mama.

A ee He nmoHnmanu. Mnu mpocTo Bce HACTOJNBKO ObUTH OXBAaY€HBI TOW KOPOHAIIMEH, YTO HE
Moru? Benap kuTCyHE Tak TpyAHO MOHATH 4enoBeka! Haobopor — Toxke cioxkno. Ho He Tak.
Ocobenno, koraa He octaetcst Beioopa. Korna tebs ctassar nepea daktom. Ilepen dyxoi KU3HBIO.
3acTaBigiOT BHOBb HaJeTh Macky. HempustHyro u uyxyioo. Tonbko B 3TOT pa3 He Oymer Kowm...
byner Toneko Umneparpuna Jlaga. Yenosek.



He xasbxenka, a Bimagerauna nemon orpomord Mmnepuun. 1'ae Beime Hee TObKO €€ MyX. [ 11e
€€ CJIIOBO — 3aKOH. TaKoH e Kak | €ro.

N A kyna-to nponai... B can? Mnu npocTto ryaser no Kopuaopam asopua’?

B3mian BHOBb yman Ha marbke. JlaBangoBoe. Ho ¢ y3opom mu3 xpuzanteM. 3oioThiX. Kak n
TOra. A yKpalleHUl COBCEM HET... ToJIbKO LBETHBIE JEeHTHl. CTpaHHO... mpusiTHO. Ho He rpeet
3Ta Kpacorta ee. [IpocTo moromy, 4TO OHA HE TS HEE.

AX, 7€ *Ke, re ee xJonkoBbIi capadan? Kyna 3anpomnactunacsk ceodboga? Ilouemy Oomblie He
Hapenaet ee CeBepHslil BeTep? CIIOBHO JIOPOTY K HEM 3a0bLI. ..

— I'ocnioxka, Hy 4TO BbI KaK MaJI€HbKas?

Kopu. Bes B 3a60otax. Bes B nenax. Heo6xoaumbix. KujaomeTpoBbIX.

Ho »T0 He Memaer el mpumisabiBath 3a cBoed cecTpoit. Haszpannoii. JlroOumoint u
obOeperaemoii... Koropas nmonumaer ee ¢ nosyciiora! M ¢ KOTOpoil Tak MPUSTHO TYISATh MO TOPOILY
Y TOBOPUTH O BCAKHUX IMyCTSIKaX!

Tonbko Jlama moHumana, yTo Bcero 3Toro yxe He OyaeT. CoBceM. [loToMy 4TO M3MEHUTHCS
Bce. U oHa Toxke...

Ax, eciii Obl 3TOTO HE ObUTO! ECiiu ObI €l He HaJ10 ObLIO HaJIeBaTh HA TOJIOBY 30JI0TOM BeHell!

— JlaBaunTe-naBante! [lepeoneBantech... A 1 BaM IOMOTY....

He nonyunnocs... JKaib.

— Ceifuac MBI BaM 3aruieTeM Kochl... JIBe nim onny? Her, nydie aBe. 1 KOpoHOH ya0XUTh!

Eii HpaButcsa sta cyera. OHa Hacnaxnaercss eid. CyacThe B IlIa3ax Tak U CHUSET, TaK U
emetcs. Tak ke kak u korga-to B [Ipaznauk KocTpos...

Torna mouemy Jlage tak 601apHO? U He oT panbl... Kotopoir u Her yxe. Toibko mamsTh
octanach. Ho u oHa Bckope nojiepHeTcst 6enecoi JpIMKOM, a TOTOM COTPETCS.

VY Hee cuacThs HET. A y Ipyrux — ecTtb. Y Mu3y. Y Kopu. Y Xukapy. ¥ Bcex apyrux. A oHa...
3a0bI1a O TOM, YTO TaKOE CUaCThe. XOTs HEJIaBHO 3Hajia ero. Beero mapy aHei Haza.

— Kakas BbI kpacuBasi... KoHeuHO, HE KUTCyHE, HO JJI1 YEJIOBEKa OYeHb Aake Huudero! Urto
CKa)XXuTe?

A B 3epkaiie, B TOM CaMOM 3€pKajie, oTpa)kaeTcs KHspDKeHka Jlama. /la Tonbpko HE OHa 3ToO.
Caoga. [Toromy 4TO y Hee HE MOXKET ObITh TaKMX OOPEUCHHBIX INa3. Takoro CMUpPEHHUS BO B3OPE.
He ona sTo. Uyxkas.

Korna ona BHOBb notepsna ce0a? Jla tak, uto u He 3ameruina? Korna Ha auie nosiBUIach 3Ta
Macka?

Het otBeta. U HEe MoxkeT ObITh. OHA CHOBA 3aTEPsUIach B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM CepIle.

Orta Jlaga — xpacuBa. Hackoiabko BOOOIE MOXET OBITh KpPacHWB YEJIOBEK, HO 3TO BCE
HCKYCCTBEHHOE. Uyx0e€.

A caMa OHa MOX0Xa Ha MOCIYILIHYIO, 0€3BOJIbHYIO KYKIIY B KOTOPYIO TakK JIFOOSIT UTrparh JETH.
VY KoTOpo#l K pykam W HOTraMm NIpHUBS3aHbl TOHKHE HUTH U3 KOHCKOTO Bojioca. /[epHu — u oHa
MOMYMHUTHCS KeJaHUIo macTtepa u xo3sauHa. Cranmyer. Ymazget. I cHoBa Bcraner. I HuKoro He
OyzeT BOJIHOBATh, UTO KyKJia I1ayeT. Benp ona He xwuBas. .. Urpymka.

— Kopu... Tsl He nonmens Ama? OH Kyaa-To aeincs. ..

OnuHOYecTBO B HIyMHOM JBopiie... Kak 3To mHOrga HeoOxoaumMo. MTHOBEHBS THIIMHEIL.
brnarocioBeHHBIE U KEJTaHHBIE.

— Koneuno!

Jlapa 3aBunoBana toHoi kutcyHe. CoBceM 4yThb-uyTh. [I0oTOMY 4TO cun yxke He ocTanock. Kak
Y TOPJIOCTH.



C 3epkanbHO# agau Ha Hee BHOBL cMOTpUT UYIKASL. .. Ee... EE naBanoBbiMHU T1a3amu.

— WHTepecHo, Kor/a s ycrela Tak packieutbea? Beap 3To xe He ...

He ona. Ho kak BcmoMHHUTB? 3acTaBUTh C€0sl MPOCHYTHCS OT TSKEJIOTO U MYYUTEIHHOTO CHAY
Kax?

— Hukak. [IpocTo moBepuTh, 4TO BCE 3TO — COH. M caenarp Tak, Kak CUMTACIIb O KHBIM.
IIpeBpaTuTh KOIIMap B CKa3Ky.

Xukapy. ManeHbKkui MyApbIi TuceHOK. KoTophlil kak-To oka3zancs psaom. M nmoHsuI.

— 3arIsHUTE B IJ1a3a CBOEMY OTpaxeHuIo... M mpocaurteck. [lomuTe, 4TO 3TO — HE BBI.

— He ... 5 HacTosmasg HUKoOrma ObI HE cajach Ha 4Ybl0-TO MMJIOCTh. KocTeMmH Jieria OBl a
He ctana 0wl Bnanprauneii. [IpaBna Bean?

VYnbibaetcs, xutprora! Mo, cama nymaii... Cama pemait. He ero xe kopoHanus. ..

— Ho noka eme He mo3aHo. ... Bpems ectb. A 3Ha4wT...

Eme He Bce moTtepsaHo. M Beceno moagMHUIUBAET BAPYT OXKUBIIAsA 3epkaibHas Jlanga. Iloka Th
KUB — OOpHUCH!

Cnacu6o, manenbkoe connbinko! Cnac! Ocetun nyts! [Iporaan u3 cepana TebMy ¢ TOCKOIO U
0015B10!

— Kopu! Musy!

JIBoperl 1ymen, Kak pacTpeBOKeHHBIN yineil. KutcyHe o0maqmincey B CBOM JIydIlMe Hapsibl. ..
CUJISICh 3aTMHUThH BparoB cBoel KpacoTod. OOparuTh Ha cels jKeJIaHHOE BHUMAaHUE. A MOXET U
MOKBUTAThCSl C 3aBUCTHUKAMM WM HEApPyramMHu. A IJIaBHOE, YTO B ATOT JE€Hb HUKTO HE MOT
3aI003PpUTh, T€X, KTO MPECTYNUJ rpaHulbl. Jlaxke He 3anon03puTh, a HauTH. CIUIIKOM MHOTO UX
OBLIIO — TEX, KTO ax a1 4yxoil kpoBu. KTo HapyImi 3anpersl. . .

— O10 Tak cTpaHHo. Hamu OyzieT mpaBUTh YEJIOBEK. ..

— Jla eme Tako# cnaObIid, TIIYITBIA 1 HAMBHBIH !

— Ho BrI ke 3HaeTe, yTo Bnagpika e 011aroBOJINT.

— bnarosonut? Xa! Ilpocto pa3ssiaekaercs. Orta Jlama naumpe ouyepeaHas UrpyIIKa.
Bo3M0XHOCTBH YOUTH BpeMH.

— Iloxanyit, Bbl mpaBbl. MHaue kak 3TO 0OBsACHUTH? Tem Ooree, 4TO 3Ta JIE€BOYKA HE
MIPOKUBET TaK yX A0Jr0. UenoBedyeckas KU3Hb — KOPOTKa. BCEro HECKOIBKO NECATUIIETUH.

— Korma y Hac Bnepean BEYHOCTb.

[TonoOHbIE pa3roBOpbl MOXKHO OBUIO CHBIIATH Be3je. Ha ynuijax, B 4ailHbIX U IoMaX BETUKUX
pornoB. Oumu ocyxnanu BbeiOOp Mmmneparopa. Cmesnuch Han Oyaymied Buanerauueit Umnepuw.
Crtponu TJIaHbl ¥ KO3HU.

Mosgan nuue npocto Hapon. Pepkue. IloroMy kak OHM IOHMManu — 3a BCEU JTOM
MUIIYpOM BJIACTH W TMpa3AHUKA CKpbIBAJIOCh 4yTh Oombiie. Mx WMmneparop mpocto HE MoOr
MO3BOJIUTh BOCCENATh YEJIOBEKY Ha TPOHE PsiioM ¢ coboi. Crenarb ero mouyTu paBHbIM C cOOO0M B
r1azax cBoero Hapoga. IloToMy 4To 3TO 3Ha4MiI0 ObI CMEpPTh JJIsi €ro keHbl. Jlrooumon. 3auem
TOIJIa, €CJIM ThI JKEJIaellb CMEPTH YEJIOBEKY, Cllacarb €ro CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU pykaMu? UTo-ToO
TYT ObUIO HE TakK... HO HUM OOMH M3 MHOTOXBOCTBIX JINC HE 3HAJ HACKOJIBKO K€ 3TO YTBEPKICHHUE
BepHO. CIHIIIKOM BEPHO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI OBITH MPABIOH.

Ho Huyero nmoka He cayumiiocsk. M HUKTO He 3Han mbiciend Bimanpiku. Y moaToMy octaBanoct
JIVIIb OAHO — KJATh.

A xpam borunm, rme momkHa ObUIa COCTOSITHCA KOPOHAIMS, MOCTENEHHO HAaIMOJHAJICA
HapogoM. UTo odeHb HE HpaBWJIOCh ero xpeuy. Ho oH Huyero He Mor momesnarb. Koponamus



BCerna ObUIa OTKpBITA ISl UykuXx mia3. He To, 4to cBajap0a, rje npucyrcTBOBaid TOJIBKO CaMble
3HaTHbIE JoMa! A TyT... Ox!

Ha eme n Umneparop! BemisiguT Tak, CJIOBHO BHE3AIMHO CIYYUIIOCh YTO-TO xopouiee. Jlaxe
3ameyarenbHoe. Ha uto o u He Hanmesnca. U Bapyr — wmeuTsl cObUtuch. [la eme um caMbiM
OJIaroMpPUATHBIM U JKEJTaHHBIM 00pa3zoM!

— Bpie BennuectBo, nipoiity Bac, npekpaTute yiabidatbes. [lognanHbeie He TOMMYT.

XoumoOoum-10HO YK€ OTHasICSl — BECh JIeHb Hanepekocsak. To boruHs kakas-To cTpaHHasl.
CuactnuBas. llpamo kak Brnanmeika ceriuac. M Her e Hm po wero gmema. [laxe o0 cBows
oOszanHocTei. Jlereit. To chayxuTenu mepenmyTald TpaBbl U OJArOBOHUS TOJOKEHHBIC TIPH
kopoHanmu Mwmneparpunel. 1 Het 661 Bcero oguu pa3! Tpuxasl! Xots... ceiftuac Bpoae Oymer
YETBEPTHIM. . .

— Oku, Hemennenno yoepu ruanuuTthl! Ceifyac He TOT Mecsll, YTOObI UMH yKpatarhb 3ai! 51
K€ TOJIbKO YTO TOBOPHJI — HHUKAKHUX W3JIUILECTB. TOJNBKO XpU3aHTEMBI U BETBHU JAepeBbeB. Bcee!
Pa3Be Tak TpyaHO 3TO 3aIIOMHUTH?

N Tak nocrossHHO! TONBKO U CJien, YTOOBI HUKTO HAYETO HE MepenyTall.

— VYcnokoiitech, Xoumboum-can. Bam 310 He k nuny. [lomuurte, Bol — xpen. Macrtep
BOIIPOCOB U OTBETOB. A TyT Takue amonuu! Bee B mopsiake... He HepBHuuanTe.

Bnanpika ymeibancs. JloBompHO Tak. JXyrko. CIIOBHO 3HAN 4YTO-TO HEIOCTYITHOE JIPYTHM.
MoskeT Tak OHO U ObLIO.

— E11le HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT U MOKHO HauMHAaTh. COJHIIE TOYTH B 3€HUTE.

N to — BepHo. [lopa HaunHaTh.

— Tuxo!

['onoc craporo xpena u MacTepa 3Bydall 4yTh I'POMYE MIENOTa, HO €ro ycislmaid Bce. 1
3aMepsii B okujianuu. Celiyac AoJbKHA OblTa BOMTH B XpaM >keHa Bnaapiku. J[71s Toro 4roObl TOT
caM, COOCTBEHHOPYYHO, HaJie]l €i Ha rojioBy KOpoHy. Ho... 3TOro He CiIiydusiocs.

Bwmecrto Jlager B XpaMm ropfio crymasi ¢ 4YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTOMHCTBA Bomed... Sl
Hecsl B 3y0ax CBEpHYTHIM IMEpraMeHT W JIMCT MamoOpOTHHKA, KOTOPbHIE OH, CIIYCTS HECKOJIBKO
MTHOBEHUI, MOJIOXKWJI y HOT IMniepaTopa.

— Y10 XK... DTOro CIEIOBAIIO OKUAATH.

OH He ObuT paccTpoeH. Jlaxke HaoO00poT. CuacThe MIIECKaIOCh HA JHE €T0 30J0ThIX I1a3. OHa
MOHSJIA CMBICH 3TOW KOopoHanuu. M cymena OTBETUTHh TakK, 4TOObI HMKOrO HE OCKopOuTh. He
BbI3BaTh EI'O rHeRa.

"Hacrosiimee cOKpoBHIIE HElb3s MTOKa3bIBaTh BceM. [loTomy uTo TOTa, 0OHO yxke He OynmeT um".

Takoe 3HaYeHUE UMEIT 3€JICHBIN JIUCT, IPUBSA3AHHBIN K ITIUCbMY, & CAMO OHO COCTOSJIO BCETO U3
onHoro cioBa — "I[Ipoctu".

[IpocTH, 4yTO OKa3asach CIUIIKOM TOPIOM.

[IpocTu, uTO M1 MEHS BaXKHEE OCTaBAThCSI COOOM, UeM ObITh NMPABUTEIbHUIIEH KUTCYHE.

[IpocTH, 4TO HE CMOIJIa CKa3aTh 3TOrO cama.

[IpocTH, 4TO MCOPTHUIIA ATOT NMPA3THUK JISI IPYTUX.

[IpocTu, uTo 5 Takas riynas u HauBHas. Ho aApyroii MHe y»e He ObITb.

[IpoctH, moToMy 4TO MHE HE HY:kHa MMmmiepusi.

N eme MHOro Bcero 3Haumiio 310 omuHOKoe "IIpoctu". Ho TOmbKO OgHO 3HaYeHHE OBLIO
ucTUHHBIM. EnnacTBeHHOE. U Tak moHATHOE eMy!

[IpoctH, 4TO 51 MPOCTO XOUY OBITH CUACTIIMBOM.

— Bunagpika... UTo-T0 ciydnsiocs?



Tonbko ceityac XommOONM-AOHO 3aMETHUJI, YTO B 3ajieé HE XBaTaeT JIByX MpPEJCTaBUTEIIEH
Boiciiero poaa. Kopu u3 Ceporo u Mu3sy uz Jlazypnoro. Jpyzei Jlaapl. Tex, KTO CHsI mieped Hev
Macky. A elie Toro Majib4uka. .. u3 CoIHEUHOro poJia... XuKapy, Kaxercs.

— Huuero ocobennoro. [Ipocto kopoHalus OTMEHSETCS.

3an 3amep, 4ToObI B30pBaThCsl BO3MYILEHHBIMU Kpukamu. Kak ormensiercsa? [louemy? U rae
xe xeHa Brnanpiku? Uro coydnnocs?

— Ha, ormensiercs. [loroMy kak MOsl cynipyra CYMTAET, YTO KPACOThI HAIIEH CTPaHbl HAMHOIQ
OOJIbIlIe CTOSIT €€ BHUMAaHUSI, YeM BO3MOXKHOCTb CTaTh Haiel Mnepatpuiiei.

O10 BbI30B. Takoil ke, Kak U B nepBbld pa3. Ho elie Oosee cTpaimslii. . .

Omna octanack coboit. He moTepsiach B CBOMX OTPaKEHUSIX.

OHa — 4eloBeK.

N 510 camas ee Ooblast HEHHOCTh U TOPJOCTh. YTO OHA Tak OTJIMYAETCs OT HUX, OT Juc. UTc
ee 00T He 3a 4TO-TOo, a Bornipeku. [IpocTo moTomMy, uro ona — Jlaza.

nunoz

Kuzup 310 BeuHoe uM3MeHeHue. MHorga oHO kecToko, a MHorAa OnarocioBeHHo. Ho oHo
ectb. M aTO camoe riaBHoe. [ToTomy uTo MHaUe He OBLIO OBl )KU3HHU.

S m3menwmnace. Crana npyroi. BepHee, uyTh MHade B3DIAHYIAa Ha Mup. HemHOro ¢ mHoiu
ctopoHbl. He kak uenmoBek... A Kak CO3JJaHHE, KUBYIME MOJ 3TUM YIUBUTEIbHBIM O€3OHHBIM
HeOoM. [loTomMy 4TO HeNb3s UMETh TOJBKO OJIHY TOYKY 3p€HHS Ha 4TO-TO. [loTOMy 4TO JIpakoHsl,
31b(bl, OPKH, KUTCYHE HE TaKue, KAKUMHU HX OMHUCHIBAIOT B YEJIOBEYECKUX CcKa3zkax. OHU Apyrue.
CnuikoM Moxokue Ha Jrofei. IM mpucynm U HEHaBUCTh, U 00Jb, U JIF0OOBb. MOXKET BCE 3TO
HEMHOTO JIPYyroe, HO 3TU YyBCTBA €CTh. 1 OHM HUUYTh HE Xy)K€ U HE JIyUllle YeJIOBEeUeCKUX. Bce Mbl
rpanu ogHoro Mupa. OgHoro BoJeOcTBa 1Moj Ha3BaHueM JKU3Hb.

Tonbko B UMniepuu st cmoriia 3To moHsATh. M 0co3HaTh HACKOJIBKO CUJIBHO s olbanack, Koraa
Cyausa O JPYrux pacax Mo MPOYUTAHHBIM CKAa3KaMm U JIETE€HJaM. JDTO HE MpaBuibHO. IloTOMy uTO
BCE OHM pa3Hble. YIUBUTEIbHBIE U HenmoBTOopuMmble. Kak mromu. Mim 310 Mbl kKak oHu? Ho He
BaXHO. MEeHs 3TO COBCEM HE TPEBOXKUT. UTO HeElb3s CKa3aTh 00 OCTaIbHBIX.

Kopu Bce eme nmmnut Ha rHOMOB. Hukak HE MOXET HPOCTUTH UM TOTO XOJO0AA, KOTOPBIM
OKpY>KaJl Hac, KOTrga Mbl B EPBBIN pa3 roctuiiv y HuX. Ceilvac npasaa Bce u3MeHWiIochb. Het, oHn
HE CTalldi OTHOCUTBHCS K JIOASAM WM KUTCyHe ¢ Oonbumm teriom! Koneuno, Het! IIpocto onu
CTalld TEPHUMEE... A 3TO y>)KE OYEHb MHOTO.

Mu3zy xe... pociayxwics a0 tutyna Tenu. [lpudem, moeil coOcTtBeHHOW. Bmpouem, s He
npotuB. M Hukorga He Obuia. OH XK€ HE CMOTPSI Ha BCE ATO BCE PABHO OCTAETCS MOUM JAPYroM. A
ocTajbHOE... IlycTh OyzeT Tak Kak ecTh.

TamManm yduTca WUrparb Ha HUTPE. A MBI, KaK €€ JIPy3bs, BBIHYKICHBI BBICIYIIUBATH 3TH
MYYEHHSI HECYACTHOTO MHCTPYMEHTA. XOTS YCIEXH, HECOMHEHHO, €CTh! BipoueM, MHE OT 3TOro He
Jerye. ..

Moit myx Bce Takoi xe... Uto mis Hero apecsats net? Mruosenue! Ho s mobmio ero. U
MO3TOMY TPUHHUMAI0 €ro TaKWM, Kakoil OH ecTb. B 5moOoM o6nuke. XOTS 3BEpUHBINA, HAIO
Mpu3HaTh, mopakaeT! HacToapko, 4TO MOTOM IO 1MOJI Yaca MPUXOAUIIL B ceO4. ..



A s... S mpocto xuBy. HecMoTpsi Ha MOKYIIIEHUS HA CE0s1 U CBOIO CEMbBIO, Ha ST UCKPSIIAICS B
MO€M YallKe, Had HACMEIIKH U IIENOT 3a CIUHOW... [IoTOMy 4TO BCE 3TO B CYIIIHOCTH HE BaxXHO. U
rryno. [lIoroMy 4To y MEHS €CTh T€, KeM 51 JOpoKy. M komy nopora 1.

N ewe y MeHs ecThb 1Ba cokpoBui... Cameie noporue. Henamsiaaeie n sxkenanuble. Hanm ¢
Bnagpikoit getu. Op3it u FOmd. M Tonbko 3a OoqHO 3TO s MOTY OBITH OJjarogapHa CTpaHe
MHOTOXBOCTBIX JTUC. A €My B OCOOCHHOCTH. ..

YectHo? A cuactinBa.

(Jlana,
0e3 JaThl).

Ha Mmnepuro onyckanack HOYb. OHa y€ HE3pUMO Iaraja Mo KpbIllaM JIOMOB, 3a)KHUTIas
apkue ¢oHapu. Beab cosiHIle MOYTH CKpbUIOCH 3a TOopu3oHTOM. [loutm pactasmo... Ocranach
TOJIBKO SIPKO KpacHas OTHEHHas MoJIoca, KOTOopas BCKOpe mobOieaHeer, a 3areM ucuesHer. U
NpUIET BpeMsl JIyHE B30MTH Ha HEOOCBOH, UYTOOBI OCBETUTH 3E€MJII0 CBOMM MPHU3PAYHBIM
CEepeOPSIHBIM CUSIHUEM, KOTOPOE MPEBPATUT MPUBBIYHOE B COBEPIICHHO CTPAHHOE, HEMOHSTHOE U
HEU3BECTHOE.

A eciu eme HEMHOTO MOAOXKAarb, TO B TOPOJI W JBOPEI] HECIHBIIHOW ITOCTYIBI) BOMIET
tunmHa. KoTopass mymmcToil KOIIKOM CBEepHETCS Ha camMoi JIOOMMOM TMOIYyIIKE B HM3r0JIOBUE
KPOBAaTH U 3aBEJIET CBOIO MECHIO.

A 3a Hed npuger U coH. Cragkuii-clagkuid, MO-JAETCKOMY KapaMelbHbIA M YyTOUKY
HauBHBIM... OH YKyTaeT Bac B CBOE€ OAESJIO W IPOTOHUT CcTpax. M BCIO HOUBb MPOCHAMUT PAIOM C
BaMH, PAacCKa3blBas 4YTO-TO CYACTIMBOe-cyacTinBoe! IIpo XpycTasibHBIE Jieca, MOJIOUHBIE PEKH,
MEJIOBBIE 03€pa M caxapHble Oepera... Mnu mpocTto kapayns dyxoe apixaHue... OH U 3TO yMeer.
Cugzers 1 HEe MemaTh HUKOMY. [1oTOMyY 4TO BakHO HE TO, YTO OH TOBOPUT, a4 CAMO €r0 IPUCYTCTBUE
B JIOME. ..

[ToTomy 4TO MHaue BAIllMM TOCTEM CTaHET €ro cecTpuila — OeccoHHuia. OHa He 37as1, HeT!
[IpocTo npyras. I uHorga gaxe skenanHas rocths... Ho ato penko ObiBaeT. [loutn Hukorna. Ho e
B ATOT pas...

B 3Ty HOYB OHa 3aiiIET BO ABOPEL], II€ B HECKOJIBKMUX KOMHATaxX OCTaBUT TOPETH CBET. JKenTo-
KpacHblii. B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT TOro, 4TO MOCIYXHUT CBOMM XO35i€BaM B ATy HOYb — Y30pPHBIC
(hOHApUKH WU MAJICHBKUE CBEUKH.

Bnpodem, 6eccoHHUIIa HABECTUT U HEKOTOphIe OnaropogHsie 1oma. Ho ganeko He BceX, KTO
KUBET B HUX. Tak, HEKOTOPbIX. KOTOpBIE MO-HACTOSIIEMY KIYT €€.

He ycuercsa B 3ty Houb [maBe Tymansumx Pa3ym, HecpaBHeHHOUW Kopu-moHo, macrepy
oTpaxxeHuil. KOHON W XUTpOM, MpaBAIICH CBOMM POJIOM JKEJlIe3HOW pykoil. HecMoTpsi Ha cBom
JBECTH JIET. ..

JBectu ner... Becero nBecTu JieT, MycTh U ¢ MAJEHBKAM XBOCTMKOM B KaKMX-TO Iapy JIET...
Hemno3BonurenbHo Manblii Bo3pact it ['aBel! Ho HEeT HUKOro, KTO ObI MOT IOIPEKHYTH €€ 3THUM.
Ecnu He xenaeT HaXXUTh ceOe Bpara B JIMIE OHOM MOTYIIECTBEHHOM Jucullpl. [loTomy uTo 32 Hel
— Hmneparop. [loromy uto oHa noxpyra ymeamen xxenbl Baaaeiku. [loTtoMy 4To ee XpaHAT CUIbl
0 KOTOPBIX KUTCYHE HE 3HAIOT...

Kopu m3menmnacb. HacTOMbKO CHIBHO, YTO yXKE€ IIOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO Pa3lIsAIETh CKBO3b
MAacKy paBHOAYIIMS M OTUYKJCHHOCTH *XHUBYI0, HacTosunylo Kopu. Ty, koTopyio Tak nrobuia u
nedwmia Jlana...



JIro0s1yr0 NMUPOKHBIE U XPU3AHTEMOBBIM 4Yail. [leHuWe KyKyIIKW W TOHKUE OpPOYbH IIAJIH.
CrapuHHBIE JIETEH/Bl U BECEIbIE MPA3THUKHU. 30JI0ThIE YKPAILICHUSI U JPEBHHE, MOKEITEBIIAE OT
BPEMEHU KHHUTH. A II1aBHOE — CBOUX JIPY3€H. ..

DTOro ye HUKTO HE MOXET YBUJIETh, IOTOMY UTO KPENKO CUAUT Ha jule papdopoBas macka.
Ty, KOTOpyIO OHa Teneph NOYTH HEHaBuaena. M3-3a KOTOpol OHAa HE MOIIa CMOTPETh HA MUP TaK,
Kak paHblie... Beceno u 6e33a00THO.

[loromy 4TO OHa MOYTH pa3yyuwiiach AOBEpATb. HO MacTepcku crana, HET, HE Jrarb, a
yMaT4uBaTh U BBOAUTH B 3a0myxaeHue. 1M HukTo...

XoTs noueMmy HUKTO? Y Hee ke ecTh aApy3bsi! HacTosmme u BepHbie. KoTopbiMu oHa 6€3MEpHO
nopoxut. C kotopeiMu Kopu cranoBuTcst cama co0oii. Pagu KoTOphIX CHUMAaETCs 3Ta HaA0CBIas 1
MHOTO pa3 MPOKJIATAs MaCKa.

Ho ceiiuac — He Bpems. [loromy uto oHa He BO ABopie. He B cBoMX KOMHaTax, yKpalleHHbIX
[BETaMU U meakoM. A noma. ['ne el He panpl. I'ae ee HUKTO He ) AeT. [ 1e y Hee ecTh Bpard.

[IpaBna, HUKTO HE MOCMEET BbIKAa3aTh €l He yBaxkeHue 37ech. bositcsa. Ho paccnabnsTbes Bee
*e He cTouT. Maso nu... Tem Oojee, 4TO OAHY-TO HOYb MOXKHO M moteprneTh! Benb 3aBTpa oHa
BepHETCs BO ABopel. K ceoum npy3esam... K cBoer HacTosmen cembe!

He o6oitner ceromHss cBoMM BHUMaHHEM OeccoHHHNla U TeHb 1mo uMmeHu Musy. IIpocto
IIOTOMY, YTO OH ee k1eT. Kak camyro BEpHYIO U NpegaHHyro noapyry. [Ipocto u3-3a Toro, 4yto gynty
TPEBOXKAT TPEJIU COJIOBbS, @ BO3AYX YIIOUTEJIBHO CJIAJI0K.

[IpocTo motomy, uto OH BitoOUICA. B yenoBeka. B mpaBHyuUKy TOH, KOTOpasi MPUHAJICKUT HE
emy. 1 Hukoraa e Oymet. Ho 3To He BaxkHo. [loToMy uTO Tak pacnopsiawiack cyasoa. [loromy uto
HE CIIOKHMJIOCH. Jla 1 He cMoriIa Obl, Ta)ke ecau Obl Bce ObLIO MHAYE. ..

A 11000Bb... OH 70 cux nop Jo0uT cBoro rocrnoxy. 1 Bcerga Oyner. Ho teneps, TONbKO Kak
npyra. Jparouennoro. besymHo gopororo, Ho Jipyra. KoTopblii HayduJs1 €ro UCKPEHHE YIbIOaThCs.
JIrobuts. JloBepsaTh. He nenarb 0 KOM-TO TMOCHEIHBIX BbIBOAOB. Ilomorare TéM, KTO B 3TOM
HYKIACTCH.

bnaromaps koropoit oH no3Hakomuiics ¢ Hewasukon. brnarogaps KOTOpoil OH CHOBA HAy4HJICS
KuUTh. KoTopass OTKpbUIa W Momapuia €My UeNbli MUpP. Takoh OrpOMHBIA M HEIOHSATHBIM.
CrpaHHblii ¥ ynuBUTENbHBIA. [IpexkpacHblil, kKak U cama xu3Hb. KoTopasi coBceM He Moxoausa Ha
CBOIO MTpabalyIlKy, HO B TO € Bpems Obula J0 0e3yMHsi Ha Hee Moxoxka. HaBepHoe moToMy, 4To
OHU OJMHAKOBO CMOTpesik Ha Mup? Bunenu uyrs 0ombiie Hero? My 4To-To ele. ..

Musy He 3Han. Jla u He xoTen. 3auem? Camoe IIaBHOE TO, YTO OH JIIo0ui. BzauMHo.

He comknyrs miaz m Tamanm, Pepkxen LlenurensHune. IIpocTto moromy, 4TO ceroaHs Ha
OKpamHE ropojia, B CEMbE TaKWX K€ PBDKHX, KaK U OHA JIMC, 3aboyienn peOeHoK. ManeHbKuit
MaJpiuK. Tak Moxoku Ha ee chiHa. KoTopsiil y:xe gaBHO BeIpoc. KoTopoMy y€ MUHYIIO CTO JIET.
Ho koTopblil Bce Tak ke, Kak U B IETCTBE XPaHUJI MOAAPOK MEPBOrO YIBIOHYBIIETOCS U TOMOTTIIETO
eMy udesnioBeka — Jlagel. M mro0un crnajnkue mupokHble. A ele — myremecTBoBaTth. Ho He T1ic
Nmnepun, a mo apyrum crpaHam. TakuM JAIC€KUM U CTPAHHBIM. .. UyKHUM, HO 04apOBATEIbHBIM. . .

N ona He cMoma oTka3ars B noMmoum. [loromy uro cuurana, yro ee noir, kak HMcuensromen
MHOT0 Ba)KHEE BCIYECKUX MpeapaccynkoB. Tem Ooiiee, 4To U OHA ObUIa KOTAA-TO TAKOU K€ OeHOM
Y HEHY)KHOHU. W Korma-To er TOXKE MOMOIVIN. YKPbUIM U OTPAAUIN OT HACMEIIEK albiM, BHIIIMTHIM
MMIIEPAaTOPCKUMH XpU3aHTEMaMu KHUMOHO. llokaszamu, 4ro MuMiiocepAaue HE YIUI0 U3 CEPAEL
monien. Tak moueMy ke 0 HeM JIOJKHBI 3a0bITh KUTCYHE?

[TorToMy OHa U cuiena ceiuac B 3Ty HOUb PSJIOM ¢ OOJBHBIM peOeHKOM. YKe, MpaB/ia, MouTH
BBI3JIOPOBERBIIIEM, HO JIy4Ille TepecTpaxoBarbcs. TeM Oosiee, yTO € COBCEM HE XOueTcsl HHKYyIa



ToponuThes. COBCEM-COBCEM.

He ckydaet B 3Ty HOYb M MOJIOZION XpaHUTEIh OMOIMOTEKN XUKapy. CIHUIIKOM YK XOPOIIO OH
3HAJI, 4TO KOIJla COJIHLIE CKPBUIOCH 3a TOPU30HTOM, BBEPEHHOE €MY KHUKHOE XPAHWJIUIIEC JIYYILe
0e3 mpucMoTpa HE OCTaBIATh... Mayo nu... Bapyr HaiijgeTcss Kakoil SHTY3MACT, PEIIMBIIMN Ha
HOYb JIOYUTATh OHPABUBIIYIOCS KHUTY?

Kak u oH korma-to...

[IpaBga B oTiiM4Me OT CTApOro XpPaHUTENS OH HUKOTO HE HAKa3bIBaJl, JAXK€ €CIIM HAXOIWJI. ..
3auem? Beap mydie 003aBeCTHUCHh XOPOIIMM M TOJIKOBbIM MOMOIIHUKOM, Y€M MOKa €lie IOHBIM
BparoM. TeMm OoJiee, 4TO OH U caM OYCHB JIFOOUT unTaTh. [1o HOUaMm.

He 3a6wima nopory 6ecconnuiia u B mokou Hacnemnwka Tpona, FOpes. DTOT 10HBIH, elle He
JOCTUTIIMM CTOJIETUS M TaK MOXOKUM Ha COOCTBEHHYIO MarTh, JIUC TOTOBWJICA K mobery. UToOsI
MOITYTEMIECTBOBATD. .. ITHKOTHUTO!

Ho pa3Be nmio B menike yrauiib? OcoOeHHO 371ech, 1oma? I ne ero 3Hanu Bee!

[IpaBna, neno ckopee ObUIO B €ro MPUMETHON W HECTAaHJAAPTHOM Il KUTCYHE BHEIIHOCTH. ..
Hy pa3Be M0XHO OOBIMHBIMU Ha3BaTh TEMHO-MEO0BbIE Y 1 XxBocT?! Jla emie u miasza 3070ThE... B
OTLA.

Ho mpaBmny mama rosopuna — 'Kro mmer, tor Haxogut!'. Bor m IOpein nHamen Bbixox u3
CO3JABLICTOCS TOJIOXKEHUS... [I[pOCTEeHbKOE 3aKJIIMHAHWE JIMYMHBI, MOJHOCTHIO CKPBIBAIOLICE VIIM,
XBOCT U HEHOPMAJIBHBIN JJ1 yenoBeka uBeT ria3! Tak uTo...mopora xaet!

He xorenock cnare u KOMe, manenbkoil mpuniiecce. Ho ona B otimune ot Opara HUKyJa
coeraTh He coOupanack. 3aduem? Eit u 31ech Hemioxo. Y npukiiroueHuit xgaraet. M sMmoui.

Tewm Gonee, uto y Hee 31ech Apy3bs. Takue xe, Kak U 'y MmaMbl! BepHbie u nipeanHble!

[IpaBna, oHHM pbDKHE, HO 3TO Beap Menoun? Bor Tamanm-moHO Toke pbDKas, a Kakas
xopouas! 1 yBaxkator ee mHorue! U mro04T. ..

Jla u mana He mpoTuB! 3HaeT, a HU CJIOBAa HE cKa3an!

Ho mepen tem, Kak mpenaBaTbCcsi MEUTaM Ja MBICISAM HAJI0 3aKOHYUTH BBIIIMBKY. A HE TO
3aBTpA €€ HUKYJA HE OTIYCTAT. ..

Coetnuku MMneparopa Toxke He crsaT. Bripouem, y HUX O€CCOHHUIIA JUISTCSA YK€ JOBOJIBHO
nousiro. Jlet narsaecar. C MoMeHTa cMepTH keHbl Bnaawiku, Jlanel. [loroMy 4To q0iro neneemsbie
JIOBEJICHHBIE 10 COBEPIIEHCTBA IJIAHBI HUKAK HE XOTEJIW peann30BbIBaThCcs. He cMmoTps Ha Bce
nonbiTku! Ha Bce ycninms!

Nmneparop mpocTo HE 3aMedall MOCHYIIHBIX W TOKOPHBIX JEBYIIEK-KUTCYHE. Brpouewm,
npyrux Toxe. OHH BCE MPOCTO MEpPECTald CYIIECTBOBaTh uisi HEro! A Beab CBOIO CyHpyry OH
XOPOHUJI OYTH MATHAECAT JIET Ha3aa!

Ho... Hago npusHarp, 4TO MOCIEAHIO LEPEMOHHUIO Ui CBOEM XKEHbl Biiagplka ycTpoun
npocTto... [lopasutenbHyro! ¥ MHOrux co3janoch BII€UaTJICHHE, YTO OH W BOPSMb JIOOUI ATy
yenoBeuky. HacTosibko, 4TO HUKaK HE »KeJal OTIYCTUTh. Tyaa, Kyaa yXoaar Bce Jiroau. Bo3ioxuTh
Ha MOCJEAHUN KOCTEP TEJIO TOM, KOTOpas ObUla PAAOM Ha MPOTSHKEHUU MHOTHUX JIET. . .

Onnako, 3penulle NOPTUWIM OTHIOAL HE CKOPOHBIE JIUIla Apy3ei 3Toil AeBUOHKU. Tak, Jierkas
IpycTh U He Oonee... IMmnepaTop u To BbIMIIsIAEN Oojiee MOJaBIECHHBIM, YeM OHU!

Tonmbko BOT ATO BCe HHKAK HE TMOMOTAJ0 OCYIIECTBICHHIO TiaHOB. HaobGopor, kak-Oyaro
Memano... Ho Tonapko BoT uem? He Mommm moHsATh 3TOro Macaxupo-noHo u Kare-moHno. He
OTKPBIBAJICA MEPE] HUMH OTBET. A BEJIb JIEKAJI-TO OH Ha MOBEPXHOCTH. ..

N B komHarax Mmneparopa roput cBer. Kak M y Bcex NpeablAyIMX HE CIAIMX B 3Ty
YyIEeCHYI0 HOYb, KOTJIa MOIT UMKaJbl. M CTBIHET HAa PE3HOM CTOJIMKE B MAJCHHKUX Yallkax M3



TOHKOTO (hapdopa, Tak MOX0KEro Ha XPYHKHUe JCMEeCTKH JIOTOCa, OOBIKHOBEHHBIM 3€JeHBIM Yail. A
pSAZIOM Ha KpPYKEBHOM TapeliouKke JieKaT CllaJKue, MPHUCHITaHHbIE MyIpod, OyITo CHEroM
ITUPOKHBIE.

On He moOutr ux. Ho onum m He s Hero. Tak 4To 3aueM MepeXUBaTb U O YEM-TO
oecriokouTcs?

A BeTep, 3TOT NMPOKa3HUK BETEP, UTPAET C MIEJIKOBBIMU IITOPAaMH U 3aHaBecsMu. Beceno Tak,
0e33a00THO! XOTs Kakue 3a00Thl MOTyT ObITh y 3TOro Opomsru? Ho 3ta ero HexHas Jiacka
3aCTAaBISICT OXKHMBaTh KAapTHUHBI, BBITKAHHBICE YMEJIBIMH pyKaMHd. Tak 1O MOPIO IUIBIBET
OenonapycHbIN Kopaliib, & Ha HETO CKAIMTCS JAPAKOH C paaykHOUM rpuBoi. 11 HEe MOHATH TO M OH
yabsi0aeTcs, To i cepautcs. M 9To Tak kpacuBo-3a0aBHO!

A Brnagpika MpoOCTO... OTABIXaeT, Mepedupasi CTPyHbI IUTPhL. M 3Ta cHOKOWHAas U TUXas
MYy3bIKa COBCEM HE MemaeT TuimHe Hour. Hao0opoT, BHOCUT B HEE KaKylO-TO TAUHCTBEHHOCTb. ..
Tak 1 xoueTcst oTragars JJIs KOro 3By4dT 3Ta necHs. [IpekpacHas u 4yTouky rpyctHas... CoBceM
HEMHOTO.

A eme oH mobOoBascs, HaBepHoe... Ho oTHIOAL He cagoMm WM 3Be3AHBIM HeOom! A TOW,
KOTOpYIO o4uTH Bce B MiMnepuu cumraror ymeamen. Ymepiei. Ho Toneko He mis Hero. Y He miid
Ipy3eH.

Ho y HuX Bcex e€cThb TOJNBKO HOYHU... [IoTOMYy 4TO IHEM OH CHOBa CTaHET XOJOAHBIM M
paBHOnymHbIM MMneparopoMm. A oHa... OHa OygeT moMorarb BCEM, KOMY HY)XHa €€ TOMOIIb.
Hespumas xpanurensanua Umnepun. Tak ee npo3sanu B Hapoae. [locuntanu HoBor borunen. be:
xpama. be3 momuts. U 6e3 cinyxureneil. [Toromy uyTo HUYEro 3Toro ObUIO €il HEe HYXHO. Tak xe.
Kak ¥ TuTyJs borunu. Ho...

Bunanpika cunTan, 4to Hapon ObUT HE Tak YK U He mpaB. [loToMy 4TO OHa M BIpAMb MTOXOAMIIA
Ha borunio. CrpanHyro u muiocepanyroo. Ilepererarontyro cynpObl. ['ynsromryro mo 30J0ThIM
MOJISIM M TOPHBIM TpOTaM B OOBIKHOBEHHOM CBETJIO-TOJIyOOM capacdaHe ¢ BBIIIMTHIMH Ha HEM
BETOYKaMH BbloOHKA. OHa Tak U He Hajesa 0oJibllie KUMOHO. Bripodyewm, oH u He 3acTaBisul. 3auem?

— ...Y Mu3sy ¢ Kopu Toxe Bce B mopsijake. O, coBcem 3a0buta!l Mot cTpaxk u Bamma TeHE
poCHJ Tepearh, 4TO B ONMKaiile THU BBl ero He yBuauTe. OH yeXal KO MHE Ha pOIUHY, Ha
CeBepHbIE OCTPOBA.

['osioc moxoxkuii Ha mEedeT paccKka3blBaeT O CIYYUBHIMMCS B cTpaHe. O BCAKUX MEJIKHUX U HE
o4eHb cOObITHSX. [IprexaBmMX Kynuax U roCTsX, OTKPBIBILEICS HOBOW YallHOM, KyAda 00s13aTeabHO
CTOUT 3alTH, CIYYUBIIMMCS C APY3bSIMH, UX MpockOax... O MHOrom. CIHIIKOM MHOTOM, YTOOBI
npuBiekarh siBHOe BHMMaHume. Ho ¢paza o crpaxe nemmser. [Ipocto moToMy, 4TO 3TO MOXKHO
o0cynuTh. Ha BeICOKOM ypoOBHE. ..

— Bot kak? U k10 )€ emy 3TO pa3penmi’?

Bianpika BOMpOCUTENBHO TPUIMIOIHUMAET OAHY OpOBb, HE OTPHIBASICh BIPOYEM, OT CBOETO
3anHaTHsA. Ho masa cmerorcd. BonpoueM, kak M IOYTH BCETHA, KOTAAa OH Pa3rOBapUBAET C HEM.
[IpocTo MOTOMY YTO MHA4e HEBO3MOXKHO... Kak ke WHaue KWUTh, €CIM HEIb3S HE IOIKOJIOTh
COOCTBEHHYIO CYIpyry?

— 4.

[Ipocto m scHO. OHa OmATH BiIE3Ja HE B CBOe jAeno. [1o3Boiamiia HECKOJIBKO OOJIbIE, YeM
MOXET TMO03BOJIUTh cebe mpocTo xkeHa Wmmeparopa. Ho on He 3mutcsa. Ilycte. DTo maxke
nHTepecHo. Ho cmomuare Toxke Henb3d. HeBo3moxHO... /]a 1 He xoueTcs.

— Br1? C kakoii cratu? Bbl ke Bpojzie naxe u He Umneparpuua...

Cama otkazanace OT 3TOoro tutyna. [IpourHopupoBana kopoHanuto. Ho... Tak gaxe mydue.



IToromy, uro Jlaga npuHamiexut emy. M Tonpko. UTo moaenars, roabl HE U3MEHWIU ero. Kak ObL1
cOOCTBEHHUKOM, Tak u octaiyics. Kak u oHa.

— Koe-KT0o MOXeT ¢ BaMH HE COrJIacuThes. .. Clblany, KaKk MEHS Ha3bIBalOT pbhKUE?

Koneuno, cnemman. M He pa3. He koponHoBanHas MmMneparpuna. 3acTynHUIA. 3allMTHULA,
Kortopas Bcerga moMokeT TeM, KTO B 3TOM HyxkKaaeTcs. Kotopas 3HaeT, 4To Takoe MUJIOCEpPIHUE.
Kortopast He 6outcss Beunoctu. Kotopasi cama ctpout cBorw cyap0y. Cama IJIETET 3TO TOHKOE
KPYX€BO MOJ Ha3BAHUEM KU3Hb.

— Jla. Ho BBI 3TO 3aCITyKUIIA.

A n1yHa Bce JIbeT CBOM CBeT Ha 3eMunto. A Jlaga He noBosnbHA. Koe-uem.

— Kcraru, moporou cyrnpyr, MHE CETOAHSI CHJIBHO HE MTOHPABUJIOCH, KAK BBl CMOTPEIN HA Ty
MOJIOJCHBKYIO TucHuKy. I3 Hounoro poza, eciii MHE HE U3MEHSET NIaMSATh.

Pesnyetr. He cMoTpsi Hu Ha yto. Hu Ha oka3zanHoe 1oBepue, HU Ha KJIATBBI JIIOOBU... Wn
npocto naenaet Bua? Ckopee Bcero. Ho yCmoKOUTh BCE-TaKH HAJO. ..

— Bac He M0/KHO 3TO BOJHOBATh, *E€HA. BbI ke 3HaeTe, 4TO OHAa HU CTOUT HUYETO IO
CpaBHEHUIO ¢ Bamu. TeM Oosiee, uTo s Bam jaoBepsito. M 4To 310 Bl nogapuin MmHe Hacnennuka u
Hacnennuny.

A ckompko mymy Obuto mo 3Tomy moBomy! He mepeuects! Uenmoexk momapun Wmmepuu
oynyiero Bnanpiky... Jla eme u cam 3anscs ero Bociutanuem! Hempiciumo! HeBo3moskHO!

Ho rtak penmn HMmneparop. U Bce cmonknu. I[Ipukppuli HEHAaBUCTh M HEAOBOJIBCTBC
dapdopoBbiMu MackamMu. A cam Bunanpika... MoJydyus BO3MOXHOCTb HACHAXKJAThCS CYACTHEM.
Buners CBOIO MOJIOBHHY, YATAIOUIYI0 CKa3KW HX JeTsM. [lorolyro UM TEeCHU CBOEW CEBEPHOMU
poaunsbl. Urpatomryro ¢ HuMu. O6y4varoiiyto ux xxuszHu. Jloopore. Kpacore mupa. 1 BonedctBy. He
TOMY, KOTOPO€ 3HAIOT BCE JIMCHI, HO Apyromy. BouieocTBy nackoBoro cioBa. KoTopoe 3acTaBisieT
JIAYK€ TUTPA CIIPSATATh KJIBIKU.

— W BoOOWIE, 5, MO MHEHUIO MOYTH BCEX B ATOM CTpaHE, YK€ MOYTU MHATHAECAT JIET, KaK
BaoBell! Kak ke BbI MOTJIM OCTaBUThL MeHS, keHa! YHTH. ..

On wurpan. Crpoun u3 ceds youtoro ropem smca. Tonbko BOT Jlaga ciuikoMm 4acTo BHeNa
3Ty CLIEHY, YTOOBI HaYaTh BOJTHOBATHCA.

Ho 310 Tak ctpanHHo... YUtu u ocrarbca. C Humu. Co BCEeMH JOpPOTHUMHU €€ CEepIy
co3nanusMu. U Beab HE OTIIPaBUTHCSA €1 B ImyrelecTBue oqHou. Tosbko ¢ HUM. Ee myxem. IIpocto
IMOTOMY, YTO Ha 3alACTh€ TOPUT ajiasi TOHKAsi HUTh, HABEKH CBSI3aBIIAs UX.

— He Bepro. Y I0Opasg u 1o nyume nonydaerca. Ero cie3am, BrnpoueMm, kak u FOMd, Bepsr
IO4YTH BCE. 3a MCKIOUYECHUEM MOXET Bac, MEHA Ja Xpeua u3 xpama bormHu. M oHM 3TuUM
MOJIb3YIOTCS!

Ha... N eme xak. Cnaakoe TOJIBKO Tak W TacKaeTcs ¢ KyxHU. [Ipuka3piBaTh UM HE XOUETCH.
Mod, ckydHO Bce 3TO. A BOT, KOTa CaMHM AT — ApPyroe naeiio. B 3Tom ciiydae U MUPOXKKH
BKYyCHee, U (PpyKkThl couHee. boruns, KoMy oHa nojgapuia >kM3Hb?!

— OObIyHBIM J€TsM, Aoporas. [loromy Kak st 0ojiee yeM yBEpeH, UTO B JETCTBE Bbl OT HUX HE
CHWJIBHO-TO U OTJINYAJIUCH. ..

UYrto npaBpaa, To mpaBaa. A uHorja Oblia U MOXYyXe. ..

— Bor, a BeI roBopuTe! Paccimadpreck... Bee B mopsinke.

N Jlama oka3piBaeTCsl B CHJIBHBIX M POJHBIX OOBATHSIX. KOTOpble MUTOM 3aCTaBISIOT 3a0BITh
000 Bcex mpobnemMax u 3abotax. Bee 3aBTpa. 3aBrpa... XoT4...

— Bpo1 3naere... MHorue Bo ABOpIIE CUMTAIOT, 4YTO s 3aBeNl cebOe mpuspaka. Harmoro u

IIyMHOTO. ..



Jlaga cmeerca. Beceno. X Kuso. Cyactiauso.

— He npaBna! S Munas u nociyimasi. . .

— He Bepro...

Tuxuii mwenot. JlackoBeii 1 HexxkHBIA. Kak 1 oH. Ho 00 3T0# yepTe ero xapakrepa u CymHOCTH
3HaeT Toabko oHa. [IycTs! He BaxkHoO. ['maBHOE, YTO OH PSAIOM.

— Kcrartu, yto Bbl coOupaerecs aenath 3apTpa? Kakue miansi?

Bonpoc craBumii tpagunueit. Kak n nsetsl-nocnanus... I MHOTOE Ipyroe.

— IInans1? [IpucMOTpETH 32 HAILIMM CBIHOM, KOTOPBIN CErOIHS pelmi cOexaTh U3 IBOpLA. . .
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