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I1poJior

[ans Ha cBOE pOIOBOE THE3A0, s HUKAaK HE Moniia M30aBUTHCS OT
OLlYIIEHUS, YTO HHKOIJA OTCIOJa HE ye3kana. Bce ObUIO HACTONBKO
3HAKOMO, YTO y MEHs IOTUXOHbKY HAuMHaJ JeprarbCi IJa3: CTapblid
CaJOBHHMK, TOJIMBAKOIINI TMapy VyHBUIBIX KYCTHKOB; HEPAcCTOpPOITHAs
MOBapyxa, BBIIIEANIAsS BCTPETUTh CBOIO CTAPYIO-HOBYKO XO34MKYy B
3acaJiecHHOM (bapTyKe; TOpOIbIra Cly)KaHKa, pacceKarolas TEePPUTOPHUIO
OCOOHsSIKA B IIOMCKAaX YEro-T0 B O4YEepeAHOM pa3 3a0bITOr0O U PEe3KO
OCTAHABIIMBAIOIIAACA OT IIOA3ATBUIBHUKA JABOpeukoro... M crapsii
JBOPEIKUH, MO CYACTIMBOM CIYYaWHOCTH W30€KABIIUNA y4acTU YOUHIIBI
x03s1Ha Aoma. [louemy-To 51 ObuIa yBEpeHa, YTO MaTh CIPOBOIMpPOBaja Ha
IPECTYNHOE JIeSTHUE UMEHHO ero. Buaars, noxasnena — B CUIIy Bo3pacra — U
HaHsJIa JUIsl TPA3HOIO JEJa KOro-TO CO CTOPOHBI, ITOCKOJIBKY BCE CTaphle
CJIyru ObLIH Ha MecTe. YTo K, XOThb 3a 3TO ciacuoo.

Kutb B 0cOOHsIKe, 3Has, UYTO MaTh MPOBOLIMPOBAIA CTAPYIO MPUCTYTY
Ha yOUICTBO MOETO OTIIA. ..

Jla, 3T0 ObLIO OBI TPYAHO.

— Jlenn Karipur...

S mocmotpena Ha Peca. MblI npuexanu naTe MUHYT Ha3al, a 1 TaK U HE
CTyHuJia Ha 3eMJIIO, IJISIJI Ha CBOM JJOM M3 OKHA DKHUITaXa.

BeIXOomUTh HE XOTENOCH COBCEM. XOTEJIOCh IIPOEXaTb MHUMO 3TOTO
OCOOHSKA U C/ieJIaTh BUJI, YTO OH HE MOW.

U Bce xe...

[lo3BonMiIa TEMTOXPAHUTEIIO0 MMIIEpAaTOpa MOMOYb MHE BBIOpAThCS W3
BPEMEHHOI'O YKPBITHS U TMOILIA BIEPE] YBEPEHHBIM 1IaroM (TOYHEE, OUYEHb
HAJESACh, YTO CO CTOPOHBI 3TO BBIIIIAUT UMEHHO TaK).

— Monogas rocnoxa, — paciuibllach B YIBIOKE cTapas TojcTas
MOBapuxa, TEIJI0 MISIAS HA MEHS.

— 3apaBcTByH, bepra, — KMBHYNa s, OCTaHABIMBAACH MEPE] CIyraMu,
BBILIECAIIMMA MHE HaBCTpeuy. — JlOHM, — KMBHYJIa TOPOMbBITE CIY>KAHKE,
nepeBoAlLeH B3I ¢ MEHsl Ha Peca mpuMepHO co CKOPOCTBIO CBETA.

A BoT u crapuk J[[KHWB3 — cemoll JBOPELKHH CO CMEIIHBIMU
OakeHOapJaMH, KOTOPOTO MBI I[MOYEMY-TO BCEra 3BaJId CTAPUKOM U IO
dbamunuu... S omsiHynachk Ha cajgoBHUKA. [lon3 ObUT B cCBOEM pernepryape:



MOJMBAJ JBAa XWJIBIX KyCTHKa, HAlEBasl OUYEPEIHYI0 HUKOMY HE MU3BECTHYIO
NECHIO U3 CBOEW OyHHON MOJOAOCTH, M JIaXK€ HE JyMajl OTPBIBATHCS OT
ATOTO 3aHSTHUA; JUIIb NPUIIOAHSI CBOIO CTApPYyIO IUIAIY, KOIJla BCTPETUIICS
B3[JIOM CO MHOM.

— I'me »xoHOMKa? — HaxMmypuiach s, NbITasACh HAWTU [JIa3aMH
CYXOHBKYI0 CTapylIKy B HJEaJbHO BBINIAXKEHHOM IUJIaTb€ M BCETHA
oe3ymnpedno 0eoM dapTyke.

— OnHa ymepna mapy J€T Hazaj, Tocnoxa, — 3araparopuia JloHu, —
Tenephb €€ 00A3aHHOCTH JIEIKAT HA MHE.

Mos OpoBb MIHOBEHHO B3JI€TENa HABEPX.

— Thl ¥ TOpHWUYHAS, U DKOHOMKA? — COPOCWJIA Y 3TOM MyXJIEHBKOU
MUJIAILKY, YTO ObLIA CTapIlie MEHS BCErO JIET Ha IIECTh.

— 4 eme u bepre Ha KyxHEe ITOMOraro, — ¢ TOPAOCThIO OTBEeTUIIA [[oHM,
a' y MEHs MMOKPACHEIU HIEKH.

N60 cTeiano. Ilepen Pecom.

[ToTomy OBICTpO B3sij1a C€0s1 B PyKU U B3JIepHYJIA MTOA00POJIOK.

— JIoM roTOB K TOCTSIM?

— 51 Bce yOpana eme Buepa Beuepom! — BHOBb 3araparopuiia JloHu. —
TocTnHasg M IBe CHAJBLHU BBIYHIIEHBI JO OJEeCKa, TakKKe OHMOIMOTEKA U
pabounii kaOWHET TrocmojauHa. Jlaro CIIOBO: BBl HE HaWaeTe TaM HH
neutHKM! Hy pa3Be 4To OT KOBPOB HEMHOTO IOMAXWBAET U KPOBATH CJIETKa
CKPHIIAT — HO HE OECIOKONTECh, BaC OHU TOYHO BhIJIEpKar!

51 BHOBB IPUKpBLIA 1a3a, HAAEACH, YTO Kap HA HIEKAX HE BBUILETCS B
MOCTBIIHYIO KPacHOTY... Xopoiio XoThb Pec Hukak He pearupyer. CTOWUT,
KaK CTaTys, 32 MOEH CIIMHOM.

— A OCTaJIbHbIE KOMHATHI?.. — CIIPOCHUJIA CYXO, HE OTKPBIBas IJ1a3.

— Tak Bac e ABO€ BCETO0... — paCTEPAHHO OTBETWIA [[OHM.

S cnenana ryOokuil — O4eHb MTyOOKuUi! — BIOX.

— JIXKuB3, 32N KO MHE 4epe3 MITh MUHYT. Ceildyac MpoBOAM HAIIEro
rocTs B €ro cnajbpHI0. bepra, 06en nomkeH ObITh mojaH yepes vyac. Jlonn —
3a MHOM.

U, He noXuaasach CBOeH rope-3KOHOMKHU-TUPE-TOPHUYHOM, MOIHSIIACh
10 CTYIICHSIM U BOILJIA B CBOE POJOBOE THE3O.

3penuiie, TMPEACTaBIIEE MOUM IJla3aM, OKa3aJIoCh HE MEHee
yapy4atomuM. Best Mmebenb BhIMIAena Takoi ke CTapoi, Kak U CIIyr'd; 000u
KOE-TJIe MOTPEMNaIuCh, MOJI MOUCTEPCs, MOJOBUKH 003aBENNCh NbIpaMH, a



3aHABECKH... 0, 00 ITUX 3aHaBECKax JIydyllle BOOOIIE HE IymMarb — WHAYe
CIIAJII0 UX MPSIMO CENYAC, PaCTEPSIB BCE CBOE XJIATHOKPOBHE.

Cka3zatp, 4TO 3a BHJ CBOErO POJOBOIO THE3Ja MHE OBLIO HEJIOBKO, —
ATO HUYEro He cKa3arh. CUTyaluio yXyAllalo TO, YTO CO MHOHM Ipuexanl
Pec, u s BoIHYX/I€eHa ObUTa CTOJIKHYTBCS CO BCEMHU IMOCIEACTBUAMH HAIICH
HUIIETHI PU TOCTOPOHHEM 4enoBeke. OOurarene ABopua. TenoxpaHuTene
CaMOro UMIIepaTopa. ..

Kommap.

A npubaBuna mary.

— J'ocnoxka, BBl Kyna uaere? — nuckHyna JloHu, enBa mocnesas 3a
MHOM.

— B cBOIO KOMHary, — Opocuia yepes Iieyo.

—Ho... ona He yOpaHa, — yAMBIEHHO 0TO3Bajach CIy>KaHKA.

Pe3k0 0CTaHOBUBIINCEH, I MEIJICHHO Pa3BEPHYJIACh K HEU, TOKUIASCH,
noka crapuk JxuB3 nposenet mumo Hac [IpaByro Pyky Mmneparopa B ero
«HOBBIE» MOKOH. ..

— OT0 novyemy? — cupocuiia y»Ke He TaK CAECPKAHHO, KAK PaHBbIIIE.

— IloToMy 4TO... BBl — HOBas INIaBa POJA... TENEPH Ballla KOMHATA — 3TO
KOMHaTa MHAJIEN. . .

— 51 me Oyny HOYeBaTh B CHIAJIbHE MOEH MaTepH, — IIpepBaa s €¢ JICTeT.
MensieHHO BBIIOXHYJA, HACTPAUBAsICh HA BECh TOT 00BbEM PabOT, KOTOPHIA
BBIHY’KJIeHa Oyly MPOBECTH 37I€Ch 3a JKaJKhe CeMb JHEH 10 cynaa. — Mnem B
KaOWHET OTIla, — CKOMaHJI0Baja pPOBHBIM TOJIOCOM M CIYCTHJIACh C
JIECTHULBI HA BTOPOU ATAK.

XBasna Xaocy — KaOWHET BBINISZEN POBHO TaK K€, KaK U B MOEM
JETCTBE, CIOBHO BpeMsl €ro He TpoHyIo... Cronka Oymar Ha CToJie, IyCTOM
rpa@uH H3-IOJ YEro-To JMKO KPENKOro, €AMHCTBEHHAs PIOMKa PSAJIOM C
3TUM TrpadMHOM, YEPHWIBHHIIA W TEpPO, aKKypaTHO yOpaHHBIE Ha Kpai
CTOJICILIHULIBI. . .

Sl momoma K OTLOBCKOMY KpECHy, MEIJIEHHO yCelach U IPUKPBLIA
JIMLO JaJOHIMU.

— Monogas rocrnoxa 4eM-TO pacCTpOEHA?.. — HEYBEPEHHO MPOTIHYJA
JloHm.

— Monogast rocroxa XO4eT CIaJIUTh 3TOT JOM J0Tia, — Ipolypyaia s
cebe o/ HoC, He yOupas pyk.

— KAK? MpsI Tak crtapanuchk npuBecTu ero B xopomwuil Bupa! [laxe
TOCTUHYIO OTIPAWJIA IOYMCTa — a TaM Takas rpsi3uia osuia!l A capaii! Tyna



K HECKOJIBKO JIET HUKTO HE 3axonwi! — B3MaxHyJia pykamu JloHH, a 5 ele
OOJIbIIIe CTOM3JIa MO KPECay BHMU3, HE 3HAs — 3aThIKaTh €€ WJIM BBICIYIIATh
000 BCceX MOJBUTAX CBOEH MPUCITYTHU?..

— JloHH, KaK 4aCTO MaTh MOSBISIIACH 3/I€Ch? — CIPOCUIIA HAKOHELL.

— Penxo, momopast rocroxa. OdeHb peako. MoxeT, pa3 B Tofd... —
oTBeTUia J[oHM.

—Yro ¢ neHpramMu? — 3ajaja s BTOpOil o BaXKHOCTH BOMPOC.

— Hy, ot monroB Mpl He U30aBWIKCH... 3aTO U HE YBEJIMYIIM UX! —
001po coobmmia Jlonu.

Korma s yOpana pyku OT JMIla, Harpaxiasi €€ TsDKEJbIM B3IVISIOM,
CIy’KaHKa 4yTh YMEHBIINJIA «BEIIMYUHY» PAIOCTH HA JIUIIE.

— Mononas rocnoxa, Bail OTel CITyCTHJI BCE COCTOSIHUE Ha a3apTHHIC
UTpbL. A MIOTOM — Ha JOPOTOM ajJKOToJb. A TOTOM M Ha JeneBblid. Mbl Koe-
KaK BCE OTH TOJbl CBOJIWJM KOHIBI C KOHIIaMU. B OCHOBHOM 3a cuyeT
MPOJIa)Kh I1[BETOB, KOTOPBIE BBIpAIllMBa€M Ha 3agHeM... — 1yt JloHH
3aMoI4aia, ¥ B3NS €€ CTaJl UCITyTaHHBIM.

—YT0?.. — MEJIEHHO MEpECpoCcuia 1.

— Mpl... 5...

— BBI TOpryere uBeramu?.. — Mo cioram Ipou3HeEcHa s, DSOS €M B
ra3a. — M BeIpammBaeTe X Ha 3aJHEM JIBOPE UMEHUSA?..

B moem nerctBe 3TO OBUIO MECTO, TJi€ sl TPOBOAMIA OOJBIIYIO YacCTh
CBOETO BpPEeMEHHU. JTO ObUI caj — C sSO0J0HSAMH, C STOAHBIMH KYCTaMH, C
Ooecenakold ¥ HeOOMbIIMM (OHTAHYMKOM C BKYCHOM M BCETJa XOJIOAHOU
BoJ10M!

A Teneps...

Tenepp TaM BBIPAIIMBAIOT HBETHI HA MPOJAKY.

— MBI CymiecTByeM TOJBKO 3a CUET 3THUX JEHET, MOJIOJAasl TOCIIOXaA.
NHaue Obl yke JaBHO MPUIIOCH PacHpoiaTh 4YacTh MeOEIU WM YTO-TO U3
KOJUIEKIIMA KHUT BAalllET0 OTLA, — CTHIIUIMBO OIYCTHUB B3MJISI/, MTPOU3HECIA
Jlonu u no6aBuia 4yTh OoJjiee yBEpEHHBIM TosiocoM: — JIeHbI'M HE pacTyT Ha
nepeBbsx. M ena He nosiBisieTcs B morpedax cama 1o ceoe. ..

— 41 3Hat0 00 PTOM W HE CTaHy pyrarb Bac 3a TO, YTO BBl IBITAJIUCH
BBDKUTh. HO 0OBsICHM TOTHa, MOYEMY MEpell JOMOM PAcTyT JBa >KaJIKHUX
KyCTa, J1a U T€ — 03 IIBETOB?

— Tak ormyruBaeM BOpPOB! — BCIUIECHYB pyKaMu, OTBeTwia J(OoHH C
HMCKPEHHUM HEIOYMEHUEM: U KaK, MOJL, 1 cama He Jorajanach?’..



3BYK XJIONKa JIQJOHU MO JIOy Hamyraj CIy)XaHKy 4yTb JIM HE [0
uH(papkra.

— l'ocnoxa! Tak Benb MOXXHO M TOJOBY NOBPEIUTH! — MPUKPBIB POT
JIaJTOIIKOW, THXOHBKO IMPOU3HECIIA OHA, HO S OCTAHOBUJIA €€ B3MAaXOM PYKHU.

— 3HauWT, TaK, — CKa3zaJla MEIJIEHHO U C yrpo3ouh. — Bce KycTbl
nepecaguTh ¢ 3aaHero ABopa. Pa3outh Ha KIIyMOBI mepea OCOOHSKOM, U3
OCTaTKOB — CO3/1aTh LIBETOYHYK) KOMIIO3WULIHIO U MYCTUTH €€ BIOJIb BOPOT
TaKk, 4YTOObI 3TOT JOM HE HAIOMHMHAaJ CTapblii CKJIEN C XO3S€BaMH,
MOAHATHIMU W3 3€MJIM NbSHBIM HEKpoMaHTOM. dacaj MOYUCTUTh. DTUM
nycth 3aimercs [loas.

— Ho 0H TONBKO CaloBHUK... — Hadasa /{oHu, ¥ S BHOBB MTOAHSAIA PYKY.

— HNanee! T nomkaa npuBectu B opsanok BCE koMHaThI B 0COOHSIKE.
Ha BeImtonnHeHue 3a1aun 1aro 1Ba JHS, BKIIFOYAsl CETOAHSIIHUM.

— Ho 3auem Bam...

— Ilotromy uTO MBI HE Oy/ieM CHUIIETh B CBOMX CIHAJbHAX U B TOCTHHOU

LEJYI0 Heemo! — 4YeTKO MOSICHWIA S TOBBIIMIEHHBIM TOHOM, B3INISIIIOM
MbITaACh BOUTh B €€ IMYCTYyIO TOJIOBKY XOTb HEMHOTO TOHUMAaHMUS
cutyaunu. — K HaM B roctu mno)kajoBajla O4YE€Hb BaxkHas mepcoHa. U

OKHJaTh, YTO BECh CBOM BU3UT OH MPOBEAECT B OJHOM CIAIBHE WJIM B HALICH
cTapoil OMOIMOTEKE — KAK MUHIMYM TITYTIO.

— BaxkHas niepcoHa? DTOT MOJIOJION YENIOBEK, YTO IpHUEXal ¢ BaMu?..
OH He BBINISIUT KaK KaKOW-TO 3HATHBIN JIOp/I, — BHOBb Nojiaia rojoc [JoHu,
a sl... KaXeTcs, 1 KOT0-TO CETOJHSI OU€Hb CHIIBHO OOMXKY — €CJIA 3TOT KTO-TO
HE BCIIOMHUT O CBOMX NPSMBIX 00si3aHHOCTSIX! — 3aueM emy 3aXoJuTh B
JPYTHE KOM. ..

— Jlonu! — mpuKpUKHYyNa s, XJIOMHYB JIaJ0oHbIO 1O cToiy. CiykaHka
3aMoJIKJIa, OOMKEHHO MPUKYcUB ryoy. — He criops co mHoil. BooOuie. Boei
ATO TIPABUJIO B CBOE CO3HAHHWE TIOOBIM M3 crmoco0oB. Ecnu He Moxkemib
CIIPaBUTHCA caMa — CIpocu coBeTa y JIkuB3a, Kak JHOOUTHCA pe3yabTara.
Ho nepecranb, HakoHell, 0ecuTh MeHsI, BO uMs Xaoca!!!

[Ineun ciryaHKy HadaJld MMOAPAruBaTh, a s 3aKaTWJIa I71a3a, OHUMas,
YTO 3TO OYJIET CIOXKHO. ..

Het, HE mpOCTO CIIOKHO — 3TO OyIET CJIOXKHEE BCEro, 4To s jenania
panble!

— JloHu, He mayb, — CKOMaHJI0BaJia sl CyX0, MPEKPACHO OCO3HABAs, YTO
€clii ceilyac HayHy C HEH CIOCIOKaTh, OHA pa3peBercs eile Oombiie, — Th



MOHsUIa CBOKO 3aJady? — CIpOCHJIAa YEpPEe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/, IMO3BOJIMB
JEBYILIKE IPUNATHU B CEO5l.

— [la, Mosoast rocrioxka, — BCXJIMITHYB, OTO3Balach Ta.

— Becw nom, — HarmtoMHMIa POBHO.

— Bynet ucnonmneno, Moso/ias rocrioXka, — mpooypyasa moj Hoc JloHwu.

Ara, Ka)KeTcsl, MEHs 3[1€Ch YK€ HEHABUIAT. . .

— Janee. Bce cuera, Bce HOJATOBBIE PACTIUCKHU, BCE PACXOAHBIE JIUCTHI —
BCE OTH OyMaru JOJDKHBI OBITh 3/1€Ch, HA TOM CTOJIe, Yepe3 nmapy MUHYT. J{o
npuxona Jlxus3a. I nga, ormpaBp €ro Croaa, Iojararo, OH JIET MEHS B
KOMHAaTe MOEU MaTEpH.

— Xopouio, MOJIoIask TOCIOXKa, — KUBHYNAa JlOHM, IIAas B MOJ. 3aTeM
pa3BepHyJach, 9YTOOBI BHINTH M3 KaOWHETa, HO 3aMepiia y caMOi JIBEepH. —
Jla, momomast rocmoxka... mo moBoay Ilogza. He yBepena, uto oH Oyner
3aHUMAaThCs hacag oM 3/1aHus. . .

— Byner. A ecnu He OyneT, TO CKaXku, 4TO sl HAWMY JIpyroro pabOTHHKA.
N Bame jxajgoBaHbe OyleT yMEHBIIEHO, YTOOBI I MOIJIa C HUM
pacmatutbes. TO €CTh TBOE JKaJlOBaHbe, k)ajloBaHbe beprol, /[KuB3a u
camoro [lox3a. Bel e moiryyaere CBO€ KajloBaHbe?..

— Xopol1iio, Tak eMy U nepeaam, — 4yTh 00Jiee 0)KUBJIEHHO OTO3Bajach
JloHu.

Kaxkercs, mepcnekTuBa MOTEPSITh JIEHBIW Tyraja ee¢ OoJbllie, YeM
HEO0OXOAMMOCTh Pa30UPATHCS C CaTOBHUKOM.

W na, ¢ Moeit cTOpoHBI 3TO ObLTO JkecTKo. Ho ueM oHM 3aHMMaIuCh BCe
atu ronbl?! Tpubel cymmu? [[BeToukn Ha mTpoAaxy BbIpalIuBaIn?
OCOOHSIK B TakoM 3allylIEHHOM COCTOSIHHMM, YTO MHE CTBIJIHO 3BaTbCs
r1aBou poja!

— W BoT emie — caxa IomKeH ObITh MPUBEACH B CBOM MpeHMM BuA. B
ommxkaiiee BpeMs. M ecnu [1oa3 He OyeT CripaBisThCs. ..

— Jla, ma, g MOHsNA, MOXKETE HE IMPONOJKATh, — AKTHUBHO 3aKHBalla
JloHH, a 3aTe€M KaK-TO MO-HOBOMY, CJIOBHO C JIETKMM a3apTOM, B3IVISIHYJa HA
MEHS. — A 4YTO JeaTh, KOIJla MPUAYT BOPHI?

— Bope1? — ynuBunacs .

— Hy pa! Kak Tonbko MBI yKpacuM TEPPUTOPHUIO BOKPYT OCOOHSIKa
[BETaMU U o4UCTUM (acaj ¢ JOPOKKAMHU, BCE BOKPYT MONMYT, 4TO TENephb
y HAac €CTh 4eM MOXHUBUThCA. Kak Mbl Oyznem oTOMBAaThCs OT TpaduTenein?..
[Ipuropox cTONUIBI, €CIU BBl HE 3aMETUIIA, MOJIOAAS TOCIIOXKA, YKE JABHO
nepecTai ObITh 0€30MaCHBIM ISl IPOCTHIX M YECTHBIX MUPSH.



— IlycTp monpoOyroT NpUNTH, — CIIOKOMHO MpPOM3HECHA S U JICHUBO
BBIILICJIKHYJIAa MCKPY W3 MaIblEB. — byner Ha KOM pa3MsTbCs 10
BO3BpaIcHus B JlapkCTOyH.

['maza ciyaHKu pacIIMPUINCH, MOCTEIICHHO HANOJHSACH KAKOW-TO
CTPaHHOM PAOCTBIO U HEJOBEPHUEM. ..

— I'ocnoka Hay4witach ynpaBisiTh CBOEUM CUION! — BBIKpUKHYJIA OHA U
TYT K€ 3aKpblla pOT JIAJIONIKaMH, & Ha €€ JIMUE MOSABUIIOCH BBIPaKEHUE
HUCKpEHHEro cyacThs. — Ternepb Hac HUKTO He TpoHet! Temeps Hac OymyT
oosaTbes!!!

— BynyT, OynyT, — KUBHYJIA 5, YyTh HAXMYPHUBIIIKCh.

Heyxenu oHn Bce 3TO BpeMsi HOMHWJIA?..

T0 OBUIO HEOKUJAHHO.

— A enle rocrnoxa crtaja O4Y€Hb KpacuBOW, — 3aMeTwiia [{oHu, koTopas
II0CJIE MOEM MaJICHbKOM JEMOHCTPALUU CUJIbl MOMEHTAJIBHO MU3MEHUIIA KO
MHE OTHOILIEHWE. — Temepp OHa CMOXET HAWUTU JIOCTOMHOIO XeHuxa!
boraroro u kpacuBoro! I B 1oMe€ BHOBb MOSABSTCS I€HbIM, KPACUBBIE BEIIU
Y BKyCHas efa!

— Bce 310 mosiBUTCS U 0€3 TMOSIBJICHHS] MOCTOPOHHUX U HUKOMY HE
HY)XHBIX CYOBEKTOB Ha TEPPUTOPUU OCOOHSIKA, — OTBETWJIA 51 KHUCIO. —
[To3zoBu JI>xuB3a. I mpuHecu MHe Bce Oymaru.

— OHHu yxe Ha cTojie, MOJIOAAsi TOCHO0XKa, — OXOTHO oT3bIBaercs JloHu,
r1a3a KOTOpOW... O Jla, OHU Temneph OyKBaJIbHO TOpPENd MPEIBKYIICHUEM
0e30eqHOM Ku3Hu!

Kak BCIIOMHIO — Tak B3JIpOTHY...

begnsarn. OT0 X [0 Kakoro OTYasiHUST HYXHO JIOBECTH CBOUX
COOCTBEHHBIX CIIYT, YTOOBI OHH 03a0BUIH, B UbE€M JIOME CIIy>Kar?.. ITO ke
HE 3a0pOIIECHHBIN TPAKTUP, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!

51 OTKMHYJIACh HA CIMHKY Kpecia.

Ha, pabotsl Biepenu MHoro. Ho st BeITally Hallle IMEHUE U3 JOJITOBOM
MBI — 4eT0 Obl MHE 3TO HU CTOWJ0. U 5 3acTaBiio MPUCITYTY BCIOMHUTDH O
TOM, 4TO Takoe pojioBor ocoOHsK 13’ bappo.

XOTST OHU TOTO — WJIH HET.

— JI>)kuB3, — Cyxo HannoMHuUJa J{OHU, 3aCTHIBIIEH B I103€ «sI CYACTIINBA U
HE CKPBIBAIO 3TOTO».

Cnyxanka OykKBaJIbHO BbUIETE€Nla U3 KaOWHETa, W s Hayana
pasmIAabIBaTh OyMmMard, CIOKEHHBIE akKyparHou crtomkoil. Ilo Bcemy
BBIXOJIMJIO, YTO MaTh OCTaBMUJIa HE TaK MHOTO JIOJTOB — OHA BOOOIIE MOYTH



HE KUja B OCOOHSIKE: BCE OCHOBHBIE JIOITOBbIE PACHUCKH MOSBWIKNCH €IIE
TP OTIIE.

Ha Bcex Oymarax crosiia ero nmoamnuch.

S motepna mepeHocully, cTapasicb HE aHAJIU3UPOBATh, YTO MO ITOMY
MOBOYy YYBCTBYIO. KoHeuHO, oTell HE ObLI CBATHIM... HO M TbAHBIM
ApadyyHOM OH MHE TOXK€ He 3anoMHIICS. OH BOOOIIle HUKOT/IA HE MOAHUMAT
Ipy MHE PYKy Ha MaTh... BOT TOJBKO... KAKOTO-TO BHUMaHHUs K cebe ¢ ero
CTOPOHBI 51 TO’KE HE TOMHIO.

CrpaHnHbIil OH ObuT yeoBeK. CIIOBHO OTEPSIHHBIN.

A JOJITOB y 3TOTO Y€JIOBEKA OKa3aJ0Ch MHOTO... Kak y Hac 10 cux nop
HE 0TOOpaiu MMEHHe — BooOIIe Oosblnoi Bompoc. lymaro, 31ech MaMaH
IIOJICYETHJIIACh.

— Mornopas rocmoxa, Balll TOCTh KyJa-To 3aco0upaiicsi! — BOPBaBIIKCH
B KaOuHeT 0e3 cTyka, coodmuina JloHu.

3a Hel CIOKOMHO Boles cTapuk JKUB3, MPUKPBIBas 32 COOOM IBEPD.

— Ilycth uper, mHe Oe3 pa3HUIbl, — OTMAXHYJACh 5, & TOTOM BAPYT
BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO TaK U HE MpeACcTaBuia rojiyooria3oro Ciayram. . .

Xaoc MEeHS MOXKPH. ..

Hanerocs, st He 0OcKkopOMIIa €ro... 3TUM?..

N ecnu oH certyac yXOIuUT, TO KOIJIA s CMOTY UCTIPABUTH CUTYALIUIO?

— To ectp oH He ocrtaHeTcs Ha o00eA? — yTOYHWIA, IMBITAsAChH
cooOpaxkaTb OBICTPO.

— Her, Monomasa xo3siiika, — OTBETWJI CTapuk J[>)KMB3, — OH NPUAET K
YKUHY.

— Xopou1o, — KUBHYJIA sI, HOCTYKHBAs MaJIbLIAMU I10 CTOJTY.

— Monogass rocnoxa... — poOko mnopana ronoc Jlonu. — S He
YIIPABIIOCh CO BCEM OJHA... HE 32 OAUH JCHb.

— To1 1 He Oynemnib o1HA, — CHOKOMHO OTBETUJIA f1... A 3aTeM MpHHsIa
pemenue. — S Tebe momory.

—YTO?! — Jlonu exasa He moAckouniia Ha mecte, — Jla kak ke?.. /la Bl
xel..

— MHue He BrepBoil youparbcsi. Tak 4TO yCHOKOMCS M MPUHECU MHE
BEIPO C TpANKOW. S 3aliMyCh CBOEW KOMHATOM M KOMHAaraMHM Ha BTOPOM
staxe. C TeOst — mepBbIi 3Tax. A Tenepb — Opbich oTctona!l — S 6e337100H0
MaxHyJja Ha JIBEpb; OT 3TOM SHEPTUYHON OCOOBI 5 yCIea clierka MoyCTaTh.

JIoHM MTHOBEHHO CKpbUIACh C IJ1a3, a sl IepeBeiia TSHKENbIN B3I Ha
JBOPELKOTO:



— JIKuB3, CKaXM MHE YTO-HHOY/Ib XOpOIIIee.

— MBI O4eHb KJaau Bac, MOJIoAasl X03siiiKa, — pacTSHYJI Cyxue I'yObl B
VIIBIOKE CTApUK.

— OHoO 3amMeTHO, — HEe 0€3 UPOHHMH OTO3BAJaCh 51 M YK€ B KOTOPBIN pa3
3a 3TOT JI€Hb MPHUKpbLIA JIMIO JAJ0HAMH. — MaTh ocTaBisijia KakHe-TO
ocoObIe yKa3aHus mepea cBoUMU oTbe3aamu? EcTh uTo-T0, 0 ueM s JomKHa
3HaTh?..

— B mociiegHuil cBOM mpues3] OHa 3aX0/Injia B Bally KOMHATy, HO MOCJIE
0emioro ocMoTpa s He OOHAPYXKUJI TaM HUKAKUX HW3MEHEHHU, — HEMHOTO
MOAYMaB, OTBETUJI JIBOPEIIKHM.

— Xopolilo, HaYHy YOOpKY C Hee, — yCTajao KUBHyIA 5. — YTo-HUOYIb O
ciayrax?..

— Hwudero ocobGeHHOT0O — HHUKAKUX Kpax (aMmibHOTO cepedpa,
HUKAKNX MYTHBIX UCTOPUM: BCE YUCTHI U HAJEKHBI, — YBEPEHHO MPOHU3HEC
JI:KuB3, U 1 eMy ITOBEpUJIA.

— Ilonz?..

— CHOXHBIM XapakTep, — B3JAOXHYJ JABOPEUKUWA, — HO BBl C HUM
CIIPABUTECh.

— 1 He Oyny ¢ HUM CHpaBIATHCA, — MOKayaiaa rojloBoi, — y Bac 37€Ch
ABHO CIIOXKWJIACh CBOSI MEpapxus, U 1 HE XO04uy B Hee Bie3arb. IIpocto
nepenail eMy, 4To BCe I[BETHI C 3aJHETO JBOpa JAOHKHBI OBITh MEepPeCcakeHbI
Ha niepeauuid. Caj 1omkeH ObITh NMPUBEACH B CBOM NpEXHUM B, a (pacan
3JTaHHS OYUILEH OT IJIECEHU U TPSI3H.

— D10 Oyner TpyAaHO, — IToUecaB CBOM OakeHOapbl, MPOTAHYJ CTapHK,
IJISA151 HA TTOTOJIOK.

— A yxe ckazana JloHu, 1yMaro, OHA MEPENACT €EMY: B CIydyae OTKa3a i
HaiiMy HOBOTO paOOTHHKA U COKpAIIly Ballle )KaJIOBaHbE.

— CnpaBemyiiBO, — HE MEHSSICh B JIMIE W MPOAOKAs CMOTPETh Ha
IOTOJIOK, COMNIACWJICS JIBOPEUKHM; 3areéM ONYyCTWJI B3IVIAJ Ha MEHS: —
WNHorna Bel 0O4EHD CUIIBHO HAIIOMUHAETE BAIlly MaTh.

— S He Xouy A3TOro ciplmarh, JKWB3, — MPOU3HECHIA S CIIOKOMHO U
CyXO.

Haneroch, 4T0 OOBSCHATH MPUYMHBI TAKOW PEAKIIMU MHE HE MPUICTCH.
OpmHako CTapuK JABOPEIKUM ObLI HA YIUBICHUE IPO30PIUBBIM UEIIOBEKOM.

— Kak Oynmer yrogHo MoJo/ioN XO3siiKe, — C OTTOYCHHBIM 32 MHOTHE
rOfbl CITYKOBbI TOKJIOHOM OTBETUJI OH.



— W mocneanuii Bompoc, — ckaszaja s, MIoJHUMAasACh ¢ kpecna. — CTOuT
JIM UCKaTh HOBYIO SKOHOMKY, WiiH JloHU cripaBisieTcsi?

— V¥ Bac HET JEHETr Ha HOBYK) DKOHOMKY, — YECTHO CKa3ajl CTAPHK
JlxxuB3. — [loToMy nydme OCTaBUTh BCE KaK €CTh. JJOHM €l1e MHOromy
HY>KHO HAy4YHUTHCSA, HO B 3TOM HET HUYETO IUIOXOr0: BCE KOINIA-TO C YEr0-TO
HauMHaJIU. A BOT TO, YTO BBl PEIIWIIA OCTAHOBUTH IIPOJAXKY IIBETOB, CUIIBHO
OTpa3UTCSl Ha KOJUYECTBE €bl 3a 3aBTpAIIHUM OO€AOM, — HEOXKHJIAHHO
3aKOHYMJI OH.

— S 4ro-HMOYOs MpUAYMal0, — oodemana 1 1 CTPEMUTENbHO BhIIIA
U3 KaOMHeTa.

Humera. Jlaxxe 1ymath 00 3TOM HE X0Uy.

OpnHako MOHUMAIO, YTO MPUJIETCS.

C He0a Ha MEHA JIEHbI'YM TOYHO HE YIAaIyT: HE TOT YPOBEHb BE3CHUSI.

Ha BTOpOoM 3Taxke y MO€U CITaJIbHU MEHS YKE KJIAJI0 BEAPO C TPSIIKOU,
a TaKXke MepeaHuK, 4ToObl S HE CUJIBHO HCMaykala IUiaThbe. 3acyduiia
pyKaBa, 3aBd3ajia BOJIOCBI B y3€l W Hajena MepeaHuk. B3gB Beapo,
HAIMOJIOBUHY 3alOJIHEHHOE BOJOM, OTKpbLIA JBEPh B CBOK CTapylo
CHAJIBHIO.

NMeHHO B ATOT MOMEHT M3 COCEIHEW KOMHaThl Bbimien Pec U Ha
CEeKYHZly 3aMmep, Iisias Ha meHd. Ha ero nune He oTpa3uiioch HU OJHOM
OMOIIMH, Y€MYy s, COOCTBEHHO TOBOps, HE CHJIBHO yAUBUIACH (OBLIO OBI
CTpaHHO, €ciii Obl OH, Ha00OpOT, oTpearupoBai). Ho B3I ero romyObIx
r71a3 Ha MMapy MIHOBEHHH 3ajiepKaicsi Ha Moel (purype ¢ BeApoM U TPSIIKOM
B pyKaX, OTYETO CTAJIO CJIETKa HEYIOTHO.

Ja, s Xxo3s1iiKa 3TOTO J0Ma, U Ja, 1 COOMParOCh BBIYUCTUTH CBOM JIOM 3a
HEUMEHUEM npuciyru. Eme Borpockr?..

A TIOTOM 51 BCHOMHHJIA O CBOEM ITPOCYETE C MPEICTABICHUEM BAXKHOTO
rocTsi U BMUT cayiach. I kak MHe OOBSCHUTH €My, UYTO 3TO ObLIa HE
HEBOCIUTAHHOCTH?.. DTO MPOCTO... MEPEU3ObITOK BIIEYATICHUN 3a ONUH
neHb! Y MeHs BBUIETENO M3 TOJOBBI, YTO MOW TOCTh HYXKJIAE€TCA B
npeacrtasieHnu! He roBopst o TOM, 4TO S MOHATUS HE UMEK, €CTh JIH
HEOOXOJIUMOCTh B €ro TNPEJACTaBICHUM KaK TaKOBOM B IIPUHIIUIIE:
HACJICTHUK HE OCTABJISLI MHE HUKAKUX yKa3aHUU MO 3TOMY MOBOAY. MOXeT,
TEJIOXPAHUTENIh UMIIEpaTOpa BOOOIIE 3/1€Ch MHKOTHUTO? ..

3agymanach Haja d3TuMm... M BhOpsmb, ¢ Yero BAPYr S Tak
pa3BoJHOBaNACh MO 3ToMy moBoay? Mx mpobnema, 4To0 MHE HUKTO HUYETO



He 00bsicHu! Jlaxke ciIyr mpeaynpeauid O HaleM Mpuesze 0e3 Moero
HernocpecTBeHHoro yyactus! Tak 4ro...

S 3aapana nonOOPOJOK U YBEPEHHBIM IIIarOM BOIILIA B CBOIO CTapYHO
KOMHaTy, octaBisis [HeB Mmnepartopa nenath CBOM HHUKOMY HE BEIOMBIE
BBIBOJIbI B OJIMHOYECTBE.

HnmepecHno, ckonvbko mbl max npocmosiiu — YCMAaSUSUUCL Opy2 HA
opyea?..

Mpak, Hy 4TO 3a DIIyIbIE MBICTU?!

Bce, xBatut! Uem meHbliie st Oyay oOpaiaTh Ha HETO BHUMAaHUSI, TEM
ObICTpee MPUBBIKHY K €ro MNPUCYTCTBUIO B Moed xku3Hu. llycth u
BPEMEHHOMY ...

Jlymarb 0 HammMxX 3aHATUAX HE XOTEJIOCh COBCEM: IOjararo, CJIOBO
«HEJIOBKOCTHY» CTaHET HEOTHhEMJIEMOU YaCThIO MOETO O0YUYEHUSI.

N nouemy B I€MCTBUTEIBHOCTU OH OKa3zajics TakuM... TAKMM?! Ot
MHJIOTO MOTEPSIIKA B MOMX CHAaX HE OCTAJIIOCh U clefa. A cTpaHHas IIyTKa
y BOPOT JIBOpIIa TeTeph Kazaiach IJI0J0M COOCTBEHHOU (haHTa3HM. ..

BceTpsixayB TOJI0BOM, s 3aKphlia 3a cCOOOM JIBEph, OTpe3as OT ceds
BUHOBHHUKA CMYThl B MOEM CO3HAHUH.

ITepBbiM memoM mopouuia K OKHYy M OTKpbuia ero. Eciu Bech 1oM
Mornia Obl Ha3zBaTh Cxiamom Jlnst Pyxnsigu, To MOsi KOMHaTa IO MpaBy
Hocwia 3BaHue llapctBo IIemn. HeBonmbHO BcnmomHmimch ciioBa JloHu o
BOpax: J1a OHU 33JOXHYTCS OT HEXBATKU CBEXKErO BO3MyXa, MPEXKIE 4YeM
YCHEIT YKPacTh KaKOW-HUOYIb MOTEMHEBIIMM OT BPEMEHU CepeOpsiHBIiM
MOJICBEYHMUK.

[IaTHaAIIATE MUHYT U JBE CMEHBI BeApa — U IO MOy MOEU CHajbHU
CTaJI0 MOXKHO XOJUTh 0€3 OOS3HU HACTYNMUTh HAa KaKOoe-HUOY/Ib HACEKOMOE,
cupsitaBuieecst B rpsizu! Ho cHauanma MHE NPUIUIOCH BBITAIUTH HW3-TOJ
KPOBAaTH HECKOJIbKO CYHJIYKOB CO CBOE€H JETCKOM OHEKJIOW M CTapbIMU
urpymkamu. BooOiie, 0p110 ObI HEMJIOXO BBHIKMHYTH M3 JIOMa BECh XJIaM.
3Haro, 4TO CIYyT'H HE O0OPST, HO AJi1 MEHS ATH BEIIU HE SBJISIOTCS KaKOU-
TO MaMATHIO WIIH LIEHHOCTHIO, KOTOPYIO HEMPEMEHHO XOUETCS COXPAHUTD.

Urpyiiku w3 CyHAyka ObLIM CBHUACTEISIMH MOETO OJIMHOYECTBA, a
MOJIHBIE PIOMIEK W KPYXKEB IUIaThsl, IIAMOYKHA, HOCOYKH, IIIEJIKOBBIC
MEPYATOYKY Y MAHTAJOHUYUKUA — HAIOMUHAHUEM O TOM, YTO MEHSI C CaMOro
JIETCTBA HEb3s OBLIO KacaThCsl.

A BeITEpna TOT co J10a U MPUABHHYJIA K ce0e CYyHAYK C UTPYIIKaMHU.



[Tapy cexyHI mogymalnia U BC€ K€ OTKpbulia ero. OTOJIBUHYJIA KyCOK
Marepuu, JiexKaBlni cBepxy. [locMoTpena Ha coaepKUMOe HEMUTAOIIUM
B30pOM. 3akpbLia cyHayK. CHOBa OTKpbUIa. 11 MeIIEHHO NOIHANIACH C TOJIA.

— Jlku-u-u-u-uB3! — MmoO3Baja TPOMKO, OCO0O HE cTpagas oOT
OTCYTCTBHUS COOCTBEHHBIX MaHEp.

— Jla, Mononas X03dMKa, — HEBO3MYTHUMO IPOM3HOCHUT JIBOPEUKHU,
MOSIBJISISICH HA TIOPOT€ MOEHM CHajJbHU U HUCKOJIBKO HE YIAUBIISISICH KapTUHE
MaciioM «MoJtogast rocrioXka — MbIIECOOPHUK». A s €Ile U KOCBIHKY MOBEPX
BOJIOC TMOBsi3ajia, W TOMOJN IUIaThs 3ampaBuiia 3a IOSIC, 4TO0 OHO He
BOJIOUMJIOCH 1O TOJY... KOpOYe, Kpaca — I71a3 He OTOPBATh.

— CpouHO Halau olEHIIMKa-toBenupa. lIpsmo ceruac. M Beau ero
CIOla HEMEIJICHHO, — OTAaja s YETKWW NpHKa3, CIOKOMHO NISAd Ha
CTapuKa.

— byner ucronaeno, Mononas Xo3siMka, — KOPOTKO KMBHYJI JBOPECUKHUN
U pa3BEpHYJICS, YTOOBI YHTH.

— W, JIxuB3...
— Jla, mosiofast Xxo3siika? — 00epHYJICS TBOPELIKHUH.
— Iloxanyi, eme 1n0O30BM IIOPTHOIO, — COyBas IbUIb C JIOKOHA,

BBEIOMBIIIETOCS M3-10J KOCBIHKH, CKa3aja s.

JIBOpELKH1 KUBHYJI BTOPUYHO U BBIIIET U3 MOEU CITAJIBHH, a S CTAHYJIA
KOCBIHKY M OITyCTHJIa B3IJIS1 HA CYHIYK.

CyHIyK, IOJIHBIN JparolieHHOCTEMN.



I1aBa 1. Jleam

VYxKUH OBUIO pEIIeHO MOJaTh B IIECTh BEYEpa, U K TOMy MOMEHTY U3
ocoOHsIKa y»e OblTa BBIBE3€HA TPETh BCel MeOenn (s 0CTaBWiIa TOJIBKO TO,
YTO MOXKHO OBUIO HAa3BaTh «aHTHKBApPHATOM»), HA OKHAX BHCEIH JOPOTHE
TSDKEJbIE IITOPHI U JIETKUH, KaK MyX, TIOJb, Ha TTApKETE JieXKalla mapa HOBbBIX
KOBPOB (3TO BCE€, YTO sI CyMeJla OTBHICKaTb B OKPECTHOCTSX 3a HECKOJIBKO
4acoB), a B TOCTMHOW TEPBOTO dSTaka BHUTaAJ IMOTPSACAONIMNA apoMar
CBEXKEIPUTOTOBIEHHOT'O MsICAa C TPABAMH. ..

[Tocne reHepanbHONW YUCTKUA U U30aBJICHUSI OT BETXOrO XjaMa B JOME
CTaJO JIErde JbIIIATh: MOSBHIOCH OOJbIlIe CBOOOJHOIO IpoCTpaHcTBa. U,
MoyMaB, s Jake MPHUHsIA PEIICHHEe HE 3aMEHSTh BBHIOPOIIEHHYIO MeOeb
HOBOI. MHe HpPaBUJIOCH, YTO B OCOOHSKE MOSBUIICA... 8030yx. Iloxkamyii,
NPUKYIUTIO TIapy AUBAHOB, MOXKET ObITh, Oy U KAKOW-HUOYIb W3SIITHBIN
KOMOJ ceOe B CHallbHIO — M Ha ATOM OCTaHOBIIOCh. Kpecia B roctuHoi
MEHS BIIOJIHE YCTpauBaJlk, a 3arpOMOKJaTh MOMEIICHHUE YEM-TO JIMIITHUM
HE XOTEJIOCh COBCEM.

Hansiteie paboumne moj cTporuM Haja3opoM JloHUM U MEHsI BBLAPAMIH
Bech oM a0 Onecka, Ilog3 ycmen mepecaauTh 4acTh KYCTOB, YKpPacHB
TEPPUTOPHUIO TIEPE]l BXOIOM B OCOOHSK, a s 003aBenach Mapoil HOBBIX
HapsJ0B, KOTOpPhIE OyIyT TOTOBBI TOJIBKO Yepe3 JBa JHs... HO S HE
Toponuiack. B koMHaTe Marepu HAILIOCh HECKOJIBKO MOAXOASIINX TIaThEB
YEepHOIo IIBETa, M TEMeph sl LUla B CTOJOBYIO — YKPAIEHHYIO CBEXHUMHU
[[BETaMH B Ba3ax, BHIMBITBIMH OKHaMH{ (a2 BBIMBITHIC OHHM JCHCTBHUTEIHLHO
yKpalllaJii TOMENIEHUE) U TEM CaMbIM JIETKUM, KaK MyX, TIOJEM, — MpHU
MOJIHOM mapazie. Mou BOJIOCHI ObUTH YJI0KEHBI B CIIOXKHYI0 Tpudecky (/{onu
U TyT NOJICYETUJIACh, XOpollas JIeByIIKa, eiie Obl OoJyiTana MOMEHBIIE),
mJiaThe UAeaTbHO CUAENO Ha (urype (MOPTHUXH TMOMOIJIN TOIOTHATH HAPST
0 MHE), a B IIa3axX 3aCThUIM CIOKOWCTBUE W YBEPEHHOCTb B 3aBTPAIIHEM
JHE: KOJUYECTBO APArolleHHOCTEN YMEHBIIWIOCH JUIIL Ha Mapy MepCTHEH
U OJIHY JTMaJieMy — a i Y€ CTOJIbKO BCEro CMOIVIa CHAEJIaTh U MOMEHSTh B
cBoeM ponoBoMm rHesne! [la, Ttenepp s Obljla COBCEM HE NMPOTUB 3BaThCS
[JIaBOM poja. EMUHCTBEHHAs MBICIb, KOTOPAs TEp3aja MEHs, — 3TO OTKYyHa Y
Matepu Takue cokpoBuma?.. To, YTO KJag co BCeM ATUM J0OpOM
NPUHAJICKAT €i, HE MOJJIEKAIO0 COMHEHHUIO. JTO BIIOJIHE B JyX€ MaMaH —



CIIpATaTh JPAroll€HHOCTA B CYHJIYKE C MOWMHU CTapbIMH WUTPYILIKaMH, O
KOTOPBIX BCE YK€ AaBHO M03a0butu. Ho mMarh mo3Bonwiia [[uB3y yBUACTH,
YTO OHA 3aXOJIUT B MOK) KOMHATy, U 3TOT ()aKT TOBOPUT OO0 OJHOM: OHa
X0Tea, YTOObl CTApUK 3HAI O €€ NMEpPEeABMKEHUSX Mo nomy. W 3Hana, 4ro
PaHO WM MIO3[IHO s MOSIBJIFOCH B HAILIEM POJIOBOM THE3JIE.

Ho otkynma ona moria 310 3Hate? M mouemy pemidiia OCTaBUTh 3TH
cokponuina B ocoonsike? Heyxxenn 9TO npennazHauanoch MHe?..

MHe cpoYHO HYKHO MEPEroBOpUThH C HEH. JKenmarenbHO — ¢ a3y Ha
I71a3.

— JI>KuUB3, IJie Halll TOCTh? — HAYMHAs HEPBHO TEPEOUTH PYKaB IJIAThA,
Cripocuiia s y JBOPELKOrO.

— OH... — HayYaJ CTapuK.

N Mb1 00a MOBEpHYINCH K OKHY, MOCKOJIBKY 32 3TUM CaMbIM OKHOM B
ATOT CaMbIii MOMEHT TOJIBIXHYJ IOPTAJ IEPEX0/a.

— Ilonarato, oH OyAeT ¢ MUHYTBI HA MUHYTY, — C IPO(PECCUOHATLHBIM
CIIOKOMCTBUEM JIOJI0XKHUJIT IBOPELIKHM.

Opnnako Pec mosiBujICS B JoME HAMHOTO paHbliie. A €ClIu ObITh TOYHOM
— CITYCTS J€CATh CEKYH]I.

['me HWmmnepatopa Bolien BHYTpPb, J00pajics /0 TOCTUHOW U
OCTAaHOBWJICSI KAaK BKOIIAHHBIM — YyBHUJEB MeHA... llepeBen B3misig Ha
JIkuB3a, 4YTO CTOSNT psAAOM. 3areM — Ha OOHOBIEHHYIO MeOenb W
HAUUILEHHBIN 70 OJecKka KaMUH. 3aTeM — Ha JABEPb, U3 KOTOPOU JTOHOCHIIHCH
IVBHBIE ApOMaTHI... VI BHOBb Ha MEHHI.

Ho Teneps — yxe 0osee 00CTOATEIBHO Pa3IIisiIbIBasl.

— He otkaxerech OT yx’uHA?.. — COPOCUJIA SI POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM, KOTJa
I1ay3a pacTAHYJIACh 10 HENPUINYHOM.

— He orkaxyce, — Tak e pOBHO oOro3Bajicia Pec, u MBI BMecCTe
OTIPABWINCH B CTOJIOBYIO. ..

Heckonbko MUHYT MBI OJaroBOCIUTAHHO JKEBAIH, HACIAXKIASICh
BKYCOM U yTOJIsI 4yBCTBO rojiofia. Hakoner romy0oria3blii oTcTaBuUi OoKal
C BUHOM W HEB3HA4ail 3aMETHII:

— B gome npoun3onuio MHOTO U3MEHEHHUM, C TEX TOP KaK 5 yIIed.

— Jla, — BEeXKJIMBO COMIACUIIACH $I, HE TOPOTISCH ITyCKAaThCS B MOSCHEHHUS.

Uepes necsaTh CEKyH «CIy4alHO» BCTPETUIACH C HUM Ia3amMu. A BOT
MOM OymylIuid yYUTEIh BCE 3TO BPEMSI CMOTPEN HA MEHSI HE OTPHIBASICh.

Xouer pazsepHytoro oreera? Mim mpocto cMoTput?.. S neBylka
CKpPOMHas, HAMEKOB HE MOHUMAKO. . .



— BBl Kyga-To OTIIy4anauch Ha HECKOJIBKO 4acoB, — CKa3alia BMECTO
OTBETA Ha €ro HE3aJaHHBIN BOIPOC.

— Jla, — Tak e HEMHOTOCJIOBHO OTBEeTHI Pec.

XM... a y HAC JOBOJILHO 3aHSTHBIM Pa3rOBOpP BBIXOJIWUT. A IIABHOE —
uH()OpPMATUBHBIN KaKoii!

— BbI npogaiu 4To-T0 U3 CBOMX (PaMUIIBHBIX APArolleHHOCTEN? — TeM
BpEMEHEM MMOUHTEPECOBAJICS TOJTyOOTIIa3bIi.

[ToHsTHS HE UMEIO, YbM APATOLIEHHOCTH XpaHATCS B CyHAyke. Ho Bce
Haie «(paMUJIbHOE» YK€ JaBHO 3aJI0KEHO TOJI MPOILIEHTHI — €Ie C MOETO
nerctBa. Hago Obl, kcTaTh, KaK-HUOY/Ib 3aHATHCSI STUM BOIPOCOM. ..

Ho cenuac BaxnO apyroe.

— A BBI ocemany apopein?.. — S Hakonoja Ha BUJIKY KyCOYEK COYHOTO
MsICa U AKKypaTHO IMOJIOKHWJIA €r0 B POT, HE OTBOAA OT Peca Hy oyeHb
HaWBHOTO B3IJIS/1A.

B urpy «urHopupyi Bonpoc» MOKHO UTpaTh LEJIbIid Bedep!

— BBl miaHupyere W Janbliie BECTH IUAJIOr B MOA0OHOU dopme? —
CIIOKOMHO cripocui1 Pec, oTkI1aipiBast IpuOOpPHI U TIss PSMO MHE B IJ1a3a.

— Bac npucraBunu, 4ToOBl cliequTh 3a MHON? — S TOXe OTCTaBHIIa
OOKaJ C BOJIOH.

— Ham mpexacTout nemnyro HEAENI0 HACIAXKAATHCS OOIIECTBOM JPYT
apyra, — HEOXKUAAHHO MEHSA TOH ¢ O(UIMANIHHOTO Ha HEO(PHUIIUATBHBIH,
MoAenuiIca co MHOM Pec, BIIOJHE KOHKPETHO HPOHU3UPYS IO IOBOLY
IPSIAYIIETO «HACTKIACHUS». — J[ymaro, Ob10 OBl JIOTUYHO HAWTH OOITUM
s3bIK. Haue Henens OyieT. .. TpyaHO.

— Jlymato, s BeITepIUto. — S pacTsiHyna ryobl B HEUCKPEHHEN YiIbIOKe,
COBEPIIIEHHO HE TOPOITACH UJITH C HUM Ha MUPOBYIO.

Jla, g Bce enie MOMHIO, KaK OH OTIIBBIPHYJ MEHS B CTEHY, HAMEPEBAsACH
n30aBUTHCS OT «OMACHOCTH» B MPHUCYTCTBUM HaclieqHuka. M ma, s Bce ermie
OOM>KeHa, YTO OH HE TOPOIMUTCS BCIIOMUHATh Hallle OOIIEHHE N0 €ro
oCcBOOOXKIeHUS U3 YUepHOoi OalrHu.

S — nesymka, B koHue koHuoB! M s ero wnenoBama. Ero!
EnunctBenHoro! Bo3aMoKHO — MEPBOTO U MOCHETHETO.

A OH Jla)xe He Hampsircs modarofapuTh MEHs 3a ClIAaCEHUE, HE TOBOPS
y’K€ O TOM, YTOOBI MOMBITATHCA BBIYAUTHh W3 CBOETO CO3HAHUS MOMEHTHI
HAIIIETO MPUSITHOIO COBMECTHOTO BPEMSIITPENPOBOKICHUA!

— DTO Balll BeIOOP, JIeaH, — POBHO U 0e3 3MoIui oTo3Balcs Pec, B3msn
KOTOPOTO MTHOBEHHO CTaJI OTCTPAHECHHBIM.



— Korza BwI m1aHupyeTe HauaTh MO€ 00y4deHue? — UTHOPUPYS BCE ITU
M3MEHEHUSI, CITPOCHIIA 1.

— [Ipsimo ceiuac, — mokupoBan MeHs Pec.

S ynuBI€HHO BCKHHYJIA OPOBH.

— Mpz1 HagHEeM ¢ Oecebl, — CITOKOMHO ITOSCHWII OH. — Ero BEICOYECTBO
CKa3aJI1, 4TO Bbl MOXKETE OTKPBIBATh IIPOXOJ B HHXKHUWA MUD.

— Ja. Ho He mno cBoeMy xenanuto. I[Ipoxon oOTkpsIBaeTcs OT
MIPUKOCHOBEHUSI K MOEH KOXKe, — OTBETWJa S, IpuABUras Kk cebe Ookai c
BUHOM.

— Br1 mo3BonuTe nonpodoBath?

A Korjaa 3To OH ycCres NOAHATHCA Ha HOTHU? ..

— 5l He pymaro, 4TO MOW AOM — 3TO Jy4IlIE€ MECTO... — HaJdaja s, HO
Pec nepedwr:

— 41 3aneqararo mpoXoJ1 paHbLIE, YEM OH YCIIEET OTKPBITHCS.

OM... Hy, 3I0POBO, YTO OH TaKOW OBICTPO pearupyrouiuii, Ho BCe XKe 5
OBl HE cTaja TaK JIETKO OTMaxuBaThCsl OT MpoOsieMbl. Tem Qosiee eclik ThI
HUKOIJIa HE MPOOOBaJ C HEel CIPaBUTHCS !

— B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, OKOJIO JECATH JIeT Hazad s JOJDKEH ObLI
pazo0OpaTbCs C 3TOW CHUTyalluei, — BHE3almHO YOWJI MEHS HaJIudueM
«ImaMsATH» TOoMyOoraseiii. — Ecim BBl MOMHUTE, s €Xal B Balll OCOOHSIK,
YTOOBI BBISICHUTH, MOYEMY Ha €r0 TEPPUTOPUH TaK YacTO OTKPBIBAIOTCS
Ipoxoabl B MUp Xaoca.

— Jla, s IOMHIO 3Ty MCTOPHIO, — HANPSIKEHHO MPOU3HECIA 51, TTIOHATHS
HE HMeEs, 4YeM TaM OHA 3aKOHYWJIaCh, — OJIHAKO KakK pa3 B 3TO BpeMms
MaTrylika OTIpaBHJIa MEHs TIOIMPABIISTh 3J0POBLE B AEPEBHIO.

— Ilyctp Oyzmer Tak, — HeOXUIAaHHO ycMmexHylca ['HeB Mmmneparopa,
BBOJISI MEHS B CTYTIOP.

D710 OH ceiyac Kak Obl MPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAI, YTO B KypCe TOTO, UTO S
BpY?

N Hukakol peakuuu 10 IIOBOAY BpaHbs OH IIOKa3bIBaTh HE
cobupaetcs?..

Bce nmro0onbITHEN U JTFOOOTIBITHEH. . .

— Tak BBl mo3BONMIUTE? — TEM BPEMEHEM MPOJOJLKWI OH, U YTO-TO B
JIIIE TEJIOXPAHUTENS UMIIEpATOpPa MEHS HAIMPSIJIO, HO s HE CMOIa MOHATh
— YTO UMEHHO.

— BBITh MOXET, CHauaJIa Mbl 3aBEPIIAM HAIly Tpane3y? — MpeIIoKuiIa
MUPHO, Tpo cedst HemoyMeBasi. C yero Obl Takass HACTOWYMBOCTH?



— Koneuno, neau. Kak Bam OyzeT yrogHo, — pOBHBIM TOJIOCOM OTBETHII
Pec, BBOAss MeHs B eme OONbIIMNA CTYIIOp CBOMM BHE3aIHBIM
MOCITYILIAHUEM.

J10 KOHIIa y>KWHA MBI €JI1 MOJTYa.

— Urak, 1 npegnararo neperdtu B caj, — MPOU3HECHA S, OTKJIAAbIBas
HaKOHEI[ MpUOOPHI U TS HA TOIYOOTIIa30ro.

— Yewm Bac He yCTpanBaeT 3Ta KOMHaTa? — CIIOKOMHO ocBenoMulics Pec.

— TeM, 4TO MHE JKaJIKO CBOM JOM — KaKUM Obl CKPOMHBIM OH HU OBLI, —
CYyXO VyJbIOHYyNAach 5, — M YHUUYTOXKATh €ro s IOKa He cremry, H00
nepeoupaTbes HEKyAa.

— Bbl He Bepute MHe, Korna s ofemnaro 0€30MacHOCTh BaM U BallIEMY
UMYyILIECTBY? — 0e3 amonuii cripocun [IpaBas Pyka Mmneparopa.

— IIpu Bcem yBa)k€HHH K BaM W BallleMy 3BaHUIO, — CTapasicb TOBOPUTH
BEKJIMBO, HA4aJia 5, — Bbl IIOHATHUS HE UMEETE, C YEM CTOJIKHETECH. [loToMy
ObLJIO0 ObI CTPAHHO BEPUTH BaM Ha CJIOBO, HTHOPUPYS 31PABBIM pacCyo0K.

— S nymaro, BBl BCE €ll€ HE MOHSUIM, KTO S, — CTPAHHBIM TOJOCOM
npousHec Pec.

S HaxMypwiiach, MBITasICh MOHSITH, YTO OH XOYET ATUM CKa3aTb U HE
NOCJBIIIANACh M MHE Yrpo3a B €ro cjioBax. MM 3TO JulIb IUIOA MOETO
BooOpaxenus?.. Ho BHe3amHO omlyTuiaa CTpaHHOE KoJieOaHWE CHIIBI B
MPOCTPAHCTBE M C U3YMJICHHEM YBHUJENA, KaKk B MOK CTOPOHY C
HEBEPOSATHOU CKOPOCTHIO JBUIKETCSI BOJTHA DHEPTUU — CIMONIKHOGeHue!

[Ipuotkpeuia onud masz. Uto 3to? I'ne 57!

IToBepHynace BOKpYyr ceOs. D10 Moi caa? Ilpuuem... mpuyeM caj
BPEMEH JECATWIETHEH JAaBHOCTH — €II€ LBETYIIUH, YXOXCHHBIA, C
MOJIMETEHHBIMH JIOPOKKAaMHU ¥ paboTaromuM (OHTAHYMKOM TOCPEIn
HEBEPOSTHO KPaCHUBOM 3€JICHHU.

— OT0... — IPOU3HECA 1 HEAOBEPUUBO.

— Bam caag. Bel xe Tak xotenu cOepeub CBOM JOM OT MOEH
HECIIOCOOHOCTH MPEIOTBPATUTH MOCIEACTBUS HAILIETO COMPUKOCHOBEHMUS, —
cyxo ckazan ['HeB Umneparopa, cTost psijioM ¢ Oesoid, TOIBKO MOKPAIIEHHOU
CKaMEHKOM IO IBETYIIEH SOIOHCH.

— Ho aT10... — BCe enie HeTOBEPUUBO IPOTIHYIIA 5.



— a, koHeuHO, 3TO WUI03us. Mmro3us, co3nanHas BHYTPU KOKOHA, —
ONIAZIbIBas IO/, CBOETO TBOpeHus, coodurmn Pec. — Mbl Bce enie B Baiiem
OCOOHSIKEe, CUIMM 3a CTOJIOM. Sl 3a0pajl B KOKOH JIMIIIb Ballle CO3HAHUE.

— Tak BoT uTO 5 paspymmia B UepHoii 6amne. Kokon Bameit cubl! —
OTO3BAJIACH 1, C JIETKUM BOCXHUILECHUEM IS IO CTOPOHAM.

[Tomonuia k ¢poHTaHY, MPUKOCHYIACH K BOJE. XOJIOIHAS.

— Bce BepHO, necsaTh JieT Hazal g 3alIUMTUAI ce0s C €ro MOMOIIBIO.
EnuHCTBEHHBIM OTJIMYKMEM OBLIO TO, YTO S 3aTAIWI B KOKOH U COOCTBEHHOE
TeJ0, yTOOBI y afenta PoBeHa He OBUIO IIAHCOB 3a0paTh €rO.

Ha, necsatp net Hazaq Maructp PoBeH u BhpsiMb Obul ajgentoM... Kak
3TO CTPAHHO.

Mpak, 3T0 peasbHO CTPaHHO!

— Ho uto mor agent nporusonocrtaButh [ HeBy mnieparopa, ecinu TOT
BBIHYKJIEH OB CKPBITHCS BHYTPH COOCTBEHHOW CWJIBI? — TIpOU3HECTA s
paHblle, YeM OCO3Hajla, HACKOJbKO HEBEXIMBO OBLJIO 3a/laBaTh TaKOM
BOIIPOC BCIIYX.

— O4eHb HENPUATHYIO Marvio, O KOTOPOW JaHHBIA aJ€NT HUYETO HE
MOT 3HaTh... — CyXo oTBeTua Pec, a 3areM He MeHee CyXxo H0OaBWI: —
OnHako 3HaII.

— W 410 Cny4unock ¢ 3TOM Maruem?.. — OCTOPOKHO TMTOMHTEPECOBAIACH
s, 00SCh BHOBb HACTYIUTh Ha OOJHHYIO MO30JIb CTOJIb MMEHUTOTO Mara.

— Hwuuero. S oxazanca ObicTpee, — KOpPOTKO TMOsSCHWI [HeB
Nmneparopa.

O, nmaxe NpEeACTaBUTH HE MOTY KapTHHY, KOTJa 3TH JIBOE CXOASTCS B
MOEAUHKE. JTO HEUTO U3 paspsaaa «/la manno?! /la HA B )KU3HB!».

— Yto0 ¢ ceMbel MarucTpa? — Ha4YMHas MOA03pPEBaTh XYyAIEe, HEIPOMKO
CIIPOCHJIA S

— JIyist TOM, 4TO pacKpbliia KOBapHBIM 3aMbICE]I U OCBOOO/INIIa MEHS U3
NECATUIIETHETO 3aTOYCHMS, Bbl MPOSBISICTE CIHIIKOM MHOIO HHTEpeca K
ATOMY YEIOBEKY, — 3aMeTu Pec.

— OTO HE MHTEPEC, 3TO CTPEMIIEHUE MOHAThH, YTO CIYUYHUTCS CO MHOM,

€CIaM S CIy4YalHO OCTYyIUIIoCh. — S pemmna ObITh YECTHOM, BCTpedas
PsIMOM B3MIISAT TOXYOO0IIIa30ro0.
— Bam gydmie He oOCTymarbCs, — pemni HE NPUYKpAIIUBaTh

nocnencteuil [ HeB Umneparopa.
— IIpenenbHO YETKUI OTBET, — HE 0€3 UPOHUU 3aMETHIIA 1.



Hexoropoe Bpemsa Pec cmorpen Ha MeHs, a 3areM IIPOU3HEC
3alyMYHBO:

— A BbI HE OOUTECH.

—Yero s nomkHa 00sATHCS?

— Bbl HaxoauTech B KOKOHE M MPOAOJDKAETE BECTH ceOs Tak, CJIOBHO
Ballla JKM3Hb celyac HE B MOMX PyKax, — OTBETWJ rOdyOOIa3bli, a s HeE
yIAEpXKaaach OT PEMUIUKH:

— 51 yxe He pa3 ObIBaja B BallleM KOKOHE, U HUYEro — JKUBA.

— Torga s ObUT JUIIEH BOCIOMHWHAHUM M HE MOT NPUYMHUTH Bam
Bpell, — YyTh XOJIOAHEN 0TO3Bajcs Pec.

— A ceituac — moxere?

— Celiluac — wmory, — 0e3 >MOIUK MOATBEPAWIT TEIOXPAHUTEID
UMIIepaTopa.

— 3HaeTe, HE MOTY HE 3aMETUTh, YTO 0e3 MaMATH Bbl MHE HPaBUJIHChH
OoJbIIIe, — OTBETUIIA S, IPU3bIBAsl HA MOMOIIb BCIO CBOIO BBIIEPKKY U BCE
CBOE TEpIICHUE.

Moiuanue, nocnenoBaBUIee MOCIIE 3TOTO, CIETKa MEHS HaITyTalo.

— MoxerT, 3aiiMmeMcsi MOUM OOy4YeHUeM?.. — MPEIJIOKUIA HETPOMKO,
KOT7ZIa 11ay3a 3aTAHYJIAach O OTMETKH «3TO YK€ CTPAHHO.

— MHe HYXHO NpOBEpPUTH, IEHUCTBYET JM Ballla CHJIA OTKpPHIBAaTh
IopTaibl 31€Ch, BHYTPU KOKOHA, — CyX0O IpousHec Pec, mo-mpexHeMmy He
OTpBIBasi OT MEHS B3INISAA.

— Xopomio... — MPOTAHYJIa 5, HEMHOTO COHWTasi C TOJKY peaKIUusIMu
TeJIOXpaHuTeINs umrieparopa. Hauana craruBars nepyaTky u 3amepia.

OH ceituac notpoHercs 10 MeHs?.. Bot npsmo ceinvac?..

J1o moeii pyku?..

S omycrmna B3mIAL HaA oOrojeHHoe 3amsicthe. Jla, y Hac yxke
cllydaJics... KOHTaKT... HO Torma y Peca He ObUTO maMsATH M BCEX ATHX
3aMOpOYEK «1 OXPAHSAK HMIIEpaTopa, a Thbl, BO3MOXKHO, ONAcHOCTb». OH
Tporaja MO0 pyKy, MO Tajuro, moe Julo... JJa — Xaoc Bcex noxpu! — s
ero uenoBaiia! Ho ceilyac, B CBOEM POJIOBOM THE3/E, UMES TUTYJ IJIaBbl
pona (ImycTh €lle He 3aKpeIvIeHHbI opuIMalbHO, HO TEM HE MeHee!)...
Bynyuu nenu, a He MPOCTON aJAeNTKOW-CMEPTHULIEH, OyXaarouiel BO CHE
II0 POCTPAHCTBY YYXOW CHWIIBIL... Pa3Be MOTy s IO3BOJINTH HE3HAKOMOMY
MY>KUYMHE KOCHYThCS ce0s1?!

Ha, Jleon cnerka pa3aBUHYJ I'PaHULBI BO3MOXXHOTO IS MOEHW BO BCEX
CMBICJIaX OTPAaHUYEHHOM IEPCOHBI, U, HABEPHOE, CTOMT IMPHU3HATHCI CaAMOU



cebe, 4To, MOXKaITYH, B aKaJIeMHUH 5 TTI03BOJIUJIAa ceOe JTUIITHEE. ..

Ho ceityac 1 He B akagemMuu. M1 HampoTUB MEHS CTOUT MY)KYMHA,
KOTOPBIH... MM... CKQXEM TaK, BbI3bIBAET BO MHE HEKOTOPHIE SMOIIUH, — U 5
NOJDKHA CHATh NEPUATKy U MO3BOJIUTh €My IMPUKOCHYThCS KO MHE?! Jla He
MIPOCTO TakK, a JiJIsi IPOBEPKU MOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEM?..

Kaxercsi, MOl HEpEIUTENBHOCTh OTpPa3Wjiach Ha JIUIE, OTOMY YTO
Pec HeoXMIOaHHO MOJOIIEN KO MHE M C NOJIHBIM OTCYTCTBUEM HHTEpEca
CITPOCHIIL:

— D10 npobisiema i Bac?

Mor ObI erie CIUTIOHYTh — 7151 TOJTHOTO 3 deKTa.

51 BHOBB OIyCTWJIa B3MJISI/ HA JIaJ0Hb, BCE €IIE MPUKPHITYIO IEPUATKON
Ha JIBE TPETH, 3aTeM TIEpeBea ero Ha JIMII0 TOIyOOIIa3oro.

— D710 He mpobiiemMa. .. 37eCh, — CKazalia CJerka HampsHKeHHO.

OH [OJKEH MOHSTh, YTO B PEAJBHOCTH HE JOTPOHETCS O MEHS HU
npH Kakux oocrositenbcTBax. [louemy? Xaoc ero 3Haer. S Tak pemmia.

— OT1anyHO, — BHOBE 03 dMmonuii oto3Bajics Pec.

[TocmoTpen Ha MO0 JIaJIOHb, KOTOPYIO Sl HE CICIINJIa OrOJsTh, HUKAK
ATO HE MPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJ, a 3aTEM MOIHSI PYKY U KOCHYJICS MOETO JIUIIA.

bes npenynpexnenus!

S ciplana cTyk CBOEro cepaia.

OH TOonpKO uTO AoTpoHylics no MeHs? Cam?! U ero nagoHs Bce elie
HaXOJUTCS Ha MOEH IeKe, a OOIBIIION majel KacaeTcsl CKYJIbI?..

Mpak!

A TIpoxoJl B HUKHUW MUpP HE OTKpbIBaeTcs... Kak Heoxuaanno! Hano
OBLJIO CKa3aTh €MY, YTO MbI 3TO YK€ MPOXOJIUIIH. ..

Kakwne y Hero kpacuBble IIasa. ..

— Bl He ynuBiieHsbl, — 3aMeTuil Pec, He OTphIBast OT MOETO JIMLA CBOEH
JaJIOHMU.

— S yxe mpoBepsiia CBOIO CHUIy TakMM O0Opa3oM, — OTBETHJIA 1,
CTapasich, YTOOBI TOJIOC 3By4asa cokoiHo. — C BaMu, — 100aBuiia, YTOOBI OH
TTOHSLIL.

— 41 He 00 3TOM, — HE MEHSISCh B JIulle, ckazan Pec. — Bbl He yauBIIEHbI
TE€M, YTO sl Kacaroch Ballero Jjuia. Bel He ynapuid MeHs 1O JIaJIOHU, HE
OTHPBITHYJM, HE BCKPUKHYJIM, HE OOBUHWIM MEHS B HEJIOCTOMHOM
MOBEJICHUN — 4YTO sl HE JOXKJAJICS, MOKAa Bbl CHUMETE mepyarky... — OH
3aMOJIK, HaOIIofas, YTO TBOPUTCS C MOHWM JIMIIOM; a 3aTeéM IPOU3HEC
yYBEpEHHO: — A yxke nenan 3To.



S crnorHyna.

Kak Obl eMy OOBSICHUTB?..

— Bbl 03BOJISIIIM MHE KacaThecs ce0si, TaM, B CBOUMX CHax. UTo ele Bbl
MO3BOJISLIIM MHE JIe1aTh? — 3a1al1 npsiMmor Bonpoc ['HeB Mmmneparopa.

— Huuero! — I pe3ko oTcTynuiia, He CKpbIBas CBOEH 3JIOCTH.

— Bam orBer, kak M Bama peaklHs, HABOIAAT HA PACCYKACHUS, —
3aMeTHJI ToyOora3blil.

— Bort u paccyxnaiite, a MeHs ©30aBbTE OT CBOMX YMO3AKJIFOUCHM!

— BBl Bellb MOHUMAETE, KaK 3TO BBINISIAUT CO CTOPOHBI? — POBHBIM
rojiocom crnpocui Pec.

— S noHuMap, YTO BBl XOTUTE€ OCKOPOUTH MEHS CBOUMH
Mof03peHusIMU. BOT TOJIBKO moueMy-TO He OepeTe B pacueT TO, YTO BBI
CaMHM MPUXOJUIIM B MOU CHBI, IPSIMO K MO€UM KPOBAaTH, M BBIHYKJIAJIA MEHS
pemiarth Bally mpoodjieMy — XOTs, BUIUT Xaoc, s HE Mpocuiach K BaM B
CIIACUTEJIbHULBI!

— Wrtak, BBl moATBEpKAACTE, YTO MEXTY HAMU ObLIa OJIM30CThH?

HNHTEepecHo, 3TH CI0Ba MOXKHO MPOU3HECTH O0siee PaBHOAYIIIHO?..

— S1 moaTBepxIat0, YTO BhI HABSI3BIBAJIM MHE CBOE OOIIECHUE KaxIbIi
pa3, KOorja s 3aKpblBajia Ivla3a U YIUIbIBajJa B COH, — OTPBI3HYJIACh B OTBET,
yaepKUBas ce0s 0T MOAPOOHOCTEH 0 CeMHU THAX 0€3 €ro BU3UTOB.

— Ilpomy mpomeHuss 3a CBOE€ MOBEICHHE, — OTO3BaJics [HEB
HNmneparopa.

— He nmpuHuMaeTcs, — ropJ1o cooo1mia 1.

TumuHa, nocnegoBaBIIasg 3a ASTUMHU CIOBAMH, MOMIA MO MpaBy
Ha3BaThCsl TPOOOBOIA.

— BBl mpoBepwiM CBOKO CHJIy — BEPHUTE MEHS B OCOOHAK, —
KOMAaH/IHBIM TOJIOCOM ITpUKa3aja s, y>Kacasch caMou ceoe.

B cnepyromyro CekyHay s yKE€ CUIela 3a CTOJIOM, HNPSIMO TMEPE HUM,
OKpYXXEHHasi yAWBIEHHbIMU ciayramu. Iloka3ama pykod, 4YTOOBI Hac
OCTaBUJIM BJIBOEM, XOTSI CaMOW ObUIO O€3yMHO JIFOOOTBITHO, CKOJBKO MBI
tak npocuaenu ¢ [IpaBoit Pykoit Umnepatopa, msas aApyr Ha apyra, 6e3
CJIOB U JIBYDKEHHUN?..

Kak Tonpko ciyru BeILIM, Pec momHsICA U3-3a CTONA, BCE TaK KE HE
OTpbIBas OT MeHs M1a3. He 3Hato0 mouemy, HO sl BcTaja BCIIEH 32 HUM.

— IlpoiimemTe B can, Jiead, — POBHO MPOM3HEC OH M HANpPaBWICA K
IBEPSIM.



OM... MeHs cedyac OynyT HakasbiBaTh?.. A 3a 4Tt0o? 3a TO, 4TO 5 HE
MIPUHSJIA €r0 HEUCKPEHHUE U3BUHEHUSA ..

— Kcraru, xorena chnpocuth, 4TO MHE CKazarh ciayram? Kak mHe
MPEACTABUTH Bac?.. — CIIPOCUIIA, YTOOBI Pa3psaIuTh OOCTAHOBKY.

— 51 yxe mpencraBieH UM Kak Balll YYUTEIb, APYTOTO MPEICTaBICHUS
He TpelyeTrcs, — oTpe3an Pec, a 1 BCIOMHUJIA O TOM, YTO BCE JOMAIIIHHE
ObLITM TIPEAYIPEXKACHBI O MOEM TPHUE3JE... O HAIleM IpPHUE3Je... JHAUUT, S
3psi BOJTHOBAJIACK.

— Mory s moMHTEpECOBaThCS, 3a4€M MbI UJEM B Call? — MPOAOIKUIIA
«pazpsixkaTh 0OCTAHOBKY» CBOEH BEXJIMBOCTHIO. HaCKONBKO s TOMHIO, TTApy
MUHYT Ha3aJl Mbl IPOBEPHUIIU BCE, UTO HY>KHO ObLJIO, BHYTPHU KOKOHA. ..

Pec ocTanoBuUIICS psAIOM CO CKaMEMKOM C OOMYMUBITIEHCS KPACKOM IO
BBICOXIIIEH SI0JIOHEW U pa3BEPHYJICS KO MHE.

— Jlymaro, s OTBETMJI Ha BCE€ Balld BOIIPOCHI €II€ B HAaYajle Y)KUHA, —
MIPOU3HEC OH U PE3KO BHIOPOCHUII PyKy BIEpE, CMaXuBasi BOJIOCHI C MO
IIEH U TOTPATUBASICH JI0 KOXKH. . .

I'poxor!

3areM rpom!

Bce corpsicaeTcs OT CWJIBHOTO, DIyOOKOrO TOJMYKAa OTKY/AA-TO
uswympu... Hebo TemHeeT, BpeMs 3aMeISIeTCs, 3BYKM MIHOBEHHO
MPOIAIAOT. ..

Ilepgwiii!..

N3ymneHHo misaas Ha kameHHoe o Peca, g nossna, uyro IlepBoii. ..
He npowen. O HE ITPOLIEJI! Y npoxoa... mpoxoa YK€ 3aKpbIT, XOTs
TOJIKOM HE ycIiell U packpbiTbes! A mansubl [IpaBoit Pyku MMnepartopa Bce
el1e KacaroTCs MOEH 1IeHu. ..

— Y10 3T0?.. — YIUBIEHHO BBIJIOXHYJIA 5, HE B CHJIaX OTOPBAaTh IJ1a3 OT
TEJIOXPAHUTEIS BIIAJIBIKU.

— JIF0OOMBITHO. .. — IPOTSHYJ OH, HE MEHSISICh B JIUIIE.

W npoen OoNbIIMM TaJbIEM MO YYBCTBUTEIHHOM KOXKE IMOJ MOUM
YXOM.

Cepjlie OTCTYKHMBAjJO O€IIEHBIH pUTM, a s IOYEMY-TO HE MoIiia
BBIJIABUTH U3 CEOsl HU CJI0Ba MIPOTECTA. ..

— Yrto BBl 3HaeTe O cBoe cuie? — crnpocun Pec u, HE NOXKUIAICH
oTBeTa (HA KOTOPBHIM s B JAHHBIW MOMEHT ObUla HE CHOCOOHA),
MPOAOJDKIII: — XOTA TNOJIarard, 4TO HHUYEro: BBl BEAb NAXKE HE CTalu
YTPYXAaTh ceOs M3yuyeHnEeM MOEU CUJTBI — a 51 BaM Tpeiaral.



Ero cunma? [Ipu yem TyT ero cuiia?.. Y Hac ke OHa HE OJUHAaKoBas !

M 510 4TO, OH MEHS celuac MOJKOJION CBOCH IIMUIIbKOM?..

— YTo HE Tak ¢ MOel cuIon? — cmpocuJia, nepedapriBas ceosl.

— BbI HE roBOpMIIM, UTO OTKPBIBAETE Mpoxo it HUX, — 4yTh colypus
r1asa, orBeTui Pec.

— Hna waux? na moHcTtpoB u3 Xaoca?.. C dyero Bel B3su?! OHHu
BBIXOJISIT CAMH, KOTJIa MMPOXOJ CIIy4ailHO OTKPBIBAETCS.

— Cny4aitno?

VYX Tbl, a OH U OPOBB MOAHUMATH yMeeT!

— Cny4aitHo, KOTJ]a KTO-TO KacaeTcsi MOE€H KOXH, — MOBTOpUJIA s
HEro, KakK JIJIsi yMCTBEHHO OTCTaJoro0.

— To ecTb BbI, )KUBSI C 3TOW CUJIOH CTOJIBKO JIET, TAXKE HE TOAYMAIUCH
cornoctaBuTh (akTbl? CIOXHUTH 1Ba IUItOC ABa?.. BBl ke Takas ymMHas |
Takas aep3kas! M 3To s HE rOBOPIO MpO Bally CMENOCTh, YTO CKOPO BOWJIET
B JICTCH/IBI. ..

— Bbl HamepeHs! U J1asiee OCKOpOJIsTh MEHS MJIM HAKOHEI[ CKaXXeTe, B
yeMm Jiesio? — nepeduna s, He Jkejast 00JbIIe CIIylarh BCe 3TO.

— 51 He ockopOun Bac HU OJHUM ciIOBOM. Mim Bbl OCKOpONISETECH,
CJIBIIIIA KOMIUTUMEHTHI? — cyxo crpocui Pec.

— Bp1 orBeture Ha Mou Bompoc? — f npukiaasiBaga MpPOCTO
HEBEPOSTHBIC YCUIIUS, YTOOBI HE MOBBICUTH HAa HETO TOJIOC, 1 CMOTpeTa Ha
BOPOTHUK €T0 ()OPMBI.

— Bama cuna 3amumaer Bac, — 4yTh JI HE 110 cjoram npousHec ['HeB
Nmneparopa, — a HE «aKTUBHO MeEIIAeT BaM XKUTh». OTKPBITHE MPOXOJIOB B
Mup Xaoca — 3TO peaklus Ha BHEIIHUE pasapakutenu. OJHAaKO B BalleM
CJIy4dae 3TO He MPOCTO 3allUTa, 3TO AKTUBHOE HamajJcHue.

To ectb... Moe Teno mpocTo Tak 3amuiaercsa ot jwoaeun?.. M uro
3HAYUT «aKTUBHOE HamajeHue»?!

Buesamnnas poragka 3actaBuiia MEHS MOAHATEH Ha Peca omenoMiaeHHBIN
B3I

— BbI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO MOHCTPBI, KOTOPHIE BBIXOAST U3 IPOXO/aA. ..

— YBepeH, HM OJIMH U3 HUX HUKOTJIa HE HalaJaja Ha Bac, — YeTKO CcKa3all
I'nes Ummneparopa.

—4...

— D10 Bamm 3amMTHHUKHA. Bel ynpasinsere umu, senqu Kaikpur. — Pec
CMOTpeJ MHE B Ija3a MpsMO, IIyrasi CBOEW YBEPEHHOCThIO B 3TOM
CTpalIHOM IPEANOI0KEHUHU. — XOTsI, CKOPEE — BbI MOd#Cenme UMH YIIPABIISITh.



Nnu cmoxkere B Ommkaiiiiee BpeMsi. A MoOKa Bbl MPOCTO OTKPHIBAETE UM
MyTh K CBOMM Bparam.

Xaoc Bcex nmoxpu! OHU U BIPAMb HUKOTZIA HA MEHS HE HaIaJaJH...
bosmee TOro — MHE Bcerma Kas3ajaoCh, YTO OHHM CIMIIKOM HEOXOTHO
OTPBI3AIOTCSI, KOTJIA 51 HAUMHAIO 3aTaJKUBATh UX 0OPATHO B MPOXO/I. ..

DTO YTO, BBIXOJUT. .. YTO 51 JEUCTBUTEIBHO MOTY UMU YIIPABIATH? !

«Kaiipurt, Bama cuia coBepuieHHa. [IpocTo BbI €111e He 3HAeTe, KaK €10
MOJIB30BATHCS», — BCIIOMHWIMCH CJIOBA HACJICTHUKA.

Boixoaut, on Obu1 ipaB. Mos cuiia He OpakoBaHHas !..

— Bawm 3710 HpaButcsa? — HEO)KHAAHHO cripocun Pec.

— S pana, 4To He Tak Oecroyie3Ha, Kak Jymaja, — YeCTHO OTBETHIIA 1,
BCE €IIEC HE 3Hasl, HDABUTCSI MHE 3TO OTKPBHITUE WIIH HET.

— S He 00 3TOM, — OTUEKaHWJ OH. — 51 BOT O YeM, — U BHOBb IPOBEII
MaJIBLEM I10 MOEH 1IIeE.

B3aporuys, s OTCTyIWJIA HA 1IAT, HAIPSKEHHO TS Ha MYKYUHY.

Yero on noousaercs? 3aueM aeraeT 3TO CO MHOK?!

— MeHsg pegko KacallMCh, — NPOM3HECHIA C MPEAOCTEPEIKCHUEM B
rojioce, — TaK 4TO MPOITY MPOUIEHHUS, ECIIM PEarupyto He TakK, KaK BCE.

Jla, s He cTajla MPOCHUThH €ro Iepecrarhb Jenarh 3To. Jla, MHe ObLIO
MPUATHO €ro NpuKkocHOBeHue. Ho, MpoKkIsiThe, MouemMy OH Tak BeleT ceost?!

— He mpocure 3a 310 mpoiieHus, — HEOXKUIAHHO OTBEeTHA Pec, nuuo
KOTOPOTO BHOBb HWYEr0 HE BBIPAXAJIO, TaK 4YTO S HE MOIJIA IIOHAT,
WPOHU3UPYET OH WJIM HET. — DTO Balla JaHHOCTb. M mpocrturte 3a Mou
BOIIpoc. MHe... MHE MPOCTO OBLIO JFOOOIBITHO.

EMy... ObLJ10 JIFOOOTBITHO? !

S crosima Kak TpOMOM MOPAXKEHHAS.

— Jymaro, Ha CeroHs IMpakTUKU AOCTATOYHO. — Pec oromien ot meHs,
BHOBb CTaHOBSICh caMUM CO0O0M, — 3aBTpa Iy Bac MOcCJe 3aBTpaka 37ecCh
Ke, B camy.

U oH, pa3BepHYBLINCH, YIIET B JIOM.

Ha, 1eou KalipuT, 4yBCTBYI0, 3TO OYZIET CIOXKHO. ..



I'1aBa 2. He3BaHbIC T'OCTH

[IpocHynace s ¢ KaKUM-TO AypHBIM HpeadyBcTBUeM. Kak Oyaro Buepa
MIPOU3OIILIO HEUTO. .. HE3aIIAHUPOBAHHOE.

S nmaxxe HE MoIila TOJKOM OOBSCHHUTH JTO oInymeHue. OIHaKo
OTCYyTCTBME Ha 3aBTpake Peca yOeamwno MeHs B TOM, YTO YTO-TO
JAEHCTBUTENIHHO MOIILIO HE TaK.

— JI)XuB3, 9TO C HAIIIUM TOCTeM? — CIIPOCHIIa 5 Y CTapHKa JBOPEIIKOTO,
OTNUB U3 OOKaja.

— l'octiogun Pec mpocuin nepenars BaM 3aIllUCKy, — TYT K€ OTO3BaJICs
JI>)KWB3 1 TTO/1a)T MHE CIIO’KEHHBIN BABOE JINCTOK HA MOTHOCE.

«Ywen. Byoy k yocuny».

D... oueHb UH(POPMATUBHO. A TJIaBHOE, CKOJIBKO CJIOB >KH3HEOHUCAHUS
— 51 @ MOTepsIach BO BCEX 3TUX dIUTETaX!

M-pna, moxoxke, KTO-TO Jaxe He IUIaHUPYyeT BCIIOMHUHATh IpaBUiia
ITUKETAa, BUIATh, 1M03a0BITEIC 3a JECATH JIET 3aToducHUs B UepHOoi OarrHe.
Ho Xaoc ¢ HuUM, ¢ 3THKETOM, — s TaKk M HE YCIIeJia IONPOCUTH €r0 O
CBHUJIAaHUU C MaMoii! A 3TO OBLIIO HAMHOTO Ba)KHEE. ..

CeromHs TOJDKHBI TIPOUTH BCE JIEJOBBIC BCTPEUW C UICHAMHU THIIBINH
MacTepoB MO TMOBOAY HOBOW MeOenu M peMOHTa MOoJoB B jome. [lommumo
ATOTO, 51 XOTeJNla HaHATh pabounX — BOCCTAHOBUTH Cajl, €CJIU HE CIPABIIOCH
cama. I MHe HyXHO MOHMMATbh, CKOJIBKO... CKaXXeM TaK, €€ COKPOBHII[ 5
MOTY TMpoJiaTh, BOCCTAHABIMBAas OBLIOE BEIUYUE HAIIET0 POAOBOTO
nomecThbst! M 3TO TUIIh OJTMH W3 BOIIPOCOB, YTO BEPTEIUCH B MOCH TOJIOBE C
TeX MOp, KaK s YBHIETa CYHAYK C IParoreHHOCTIMH.

Ho Bce no nopsnky. Pa3 3austuii ¢ Pecom ceroanst ¢ yrpa He Oyfer, s
MOTY TIJIOTHO 3aHSITHCS PEMOHTOM JIOMA.

OTmpaBrB MOCBUTLHOTO B THUJIBIUIO, YK€ Yepe3 dac s OecemoBana C
HECKOJIbKUMH MacTepaMu, KOTOpbIE Cpa3y JalH IMOHSATb: PEMOHTHUPOBATH
OyneT ciaoxkHO. MHe MOCOBETOBaIM OOPATUTHCS B TUIIBIUIO MAroB: MapKeTy
B MOEM JIOM€ CMOXET MTOMOYb TOJIbKO OBITOBAasi Marusi, KOTOPOu s, KOHEUHO,
eIle He BiajeNia. ITO Marepuasl cTapiux Kypcos. IloTomy s, He 10iar0
naymasi, BbI3Bajia K cebe mara, 3apaHee OIucaB MpooJiemy.

Jlo obena Moit oM npeoOpa3oBajcCs B HEUTO CPEAHEE MEXKIY «CTApPbIA
OCOOHSIK» M «Or0, a TYT MOXKHO >KUTh!», a Tocje ObICTPOl Oecebl C MUIIBIM



CTAPUYKOM, MPHUOBIBIIMNM W3 THUJILIWH, S MPUHSJA PEIICHUE MEepPEeKpPacuTh
Bech (pacan. KoHeuHo, 3a 3TO MPUILIOCH BBUIOKHUTh KPYIIIEHBKYIO CYMMY,
JUIS 4eTO B MOEM JIOM€ BECh JIEHb CHJIET OIEHIIUK, — 3aTO IOociie odeaa
OCOOHSIK MOXHO OBLJIO TOpJ0 Ha3BaTh PoOJIOBbIM MoMecTheM JI3’bappo.
beiToBass marusi — oueHp mosie3Has InTtyka. HyxkHo Oymer caematb Bce
BO3MOKHOE, YTOOBI €10 OBJIAJIETh.

A BOT ¢ camom Jnena oOCTOSJIM HaMHOTO Xyke. EcTecTBeHHO, B
TWIBAUM HE HANUIOCh HHU OJIHOTO JKEJIAIOIIEr0 TaIlUThCS Ha OKpauHy
CTOJIUIIBI, 1a0bl OKUBUTbH TOJYXKUBBIE KYCThl U JIEPEBbA. DTO OBLIO HUXKE
JOCTOMHCTBA TOCHOJ MaroB. [IoTOMy «OXUBIATH» CBOW caj sl peuiuia
CaMbIM €CTECTBEHHBIM ITYTEM. ..

Korma Jlonm yBuaena, 9To s TOTOBIIOCH B3ATh B PYKH TAIMKY, OHA
I'POMKO 3a0Xajla U €7Ba HE BhIpBaja MHCTPYMEHT Yy MEHsS M3 PYK, CKa3as,
4TOOBI MOJIOZIAsl TOCMOXKa HE MO30pujach, a HaHsia pabo4YnxX B MOMOIIb
[Ton3y. CpenctBa, Mo, y Hee (TO €CThb MEHs) Ha 3TO ecTh. UM moka Tosma
MOTHBIX Pa0OTST BO3JEJIbIBAJIa 3€MJII0 32 MOMM JIOMOM, s 0OCyXXjJajia Bce
BapUAHThI MEOJIMPOBKU KOMHAT C MAaCTEpaMU U3 TUIIbIUMU. . .

B wutore, xorna Pec Bbllien u3 mnoprana ¢ HEOOJBIIOW KOPOOKOM, TO
MPOCTO BCTaJ KaK BKOMAHHBIM W JIOITO CMOTPEI HAa MOE€ OOHOBJIEHHOE
uMeHue. Bo3MOXKHO — yIUBISISICH TIEPEMEHAM, a BO3MOXKHO — TEp3ascCh
BOIIPOCOM, OTKyJa Yy MEHs BIPYT B3sJIOCh CTOJIBKO JIeHEer? A Korja,
B00ABOK KO BCeMy, M3-3a Moed cruHbl Bbimen Jleon, — B3misan Peca
MTHOBEHHO MpeoOpa3miics. ..

Ho »1o cinyuunoce MHOro mosxe. Celuac ke s CTosijla B TOCTHHOM,
HaOmonana, kak [loa3 monuBaeT nepeca)xeHHbIe Mapy 4acoB Hazaj KIIyMObI
C IIBETaMHU, U B yM€ IOJICUMTHIBAJIA, BO CKOJIbKO MHE OOOMIETCS CMEHa
CTOJIOBOTO cepebpa. Ha MHe ObLIO HOBOE IIIaThe, CHIMTOE 3a HOYb
MOPTHBIMHU, — BCE TOTO K€ YEPHOTO IIBETAa, HO HAMHOTO 0oJiee CIOXKHOTO
¢dacona. [Tomon 6orato ykparieH Kpy>KeBOM, B OTJIUYHE OT BEpXa, YTO MEHS
BIIOJIHE YCTpaWBajo; Ha Ilee HUTh keMuyra. [louemy s HUKak HE Morya
M30aBUTHCS OT NPHUBBIYKM HOCHUTH uepHoe? Ilonsatus He wumero. Ho
MpeACTaBUTh Ha ceOe Hapsij 1BETa CIMBOK WIIM TOTO XYK€ — KaKOH-HUOY/Ib
LBETYIIIEH 3E€JIEHH. . .

VYnacu Xaoc! He B 31Ol *KU3HH.

— Mornonast rocroxa, K BaM IOCETUTEIb, — OTYEro-TO CHJIBHO
YIUBJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM Tipon3Hecia J(oHW, MOSBUBIIUCH B JBepsax. U s He
3Haja, BBICKA3aThCsl JIU MHE BCIYX O €€ OOS3aHHOCTSAX (B KOTOpBIE HE



BXOJIUJIO TIPEACTABIICHUE TOCTEH) UM OTMaxXHYThCS OT 3TOTO, MPUBBIKAS K
€€ CTPAaHHOM, CMEIIAHHOU U3 BCETO NOAPSI JOJKHOCTH.

— CrpanHo, Pec ofOeman BepHYThCA K YXKUHY, — OpoOopmoTtana s
HETPOMKO U Pa3BEPHYJIACH K JIBEPH.

A xorma B Hee Bomen JleoH, COOCTBEHHOM WIEPCOHOM, ejBa
cAepkanach, 4TOOBI HE BBIJIaTh UTO-TO HAmomoOne «A TeOe-To 4ero 371ech
HaZI0?».

Ho s xe nenu. Jlenu He pyraroTcs U HE XaMAT CBOUM TocTsaM. [loromy
— CJerKa CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY, MPUBETCTBYS JIy4IlIEr0 YUYCHHKA aKaJeMUU
Hapkcroyn. K cnoBy, Beimsimen Jleon npeBocxomHo. Bmecrto wyepHou
dbopMbl  ofekAa JIOpAA: NpPUTAJICHHBIM Kam30J, MIEJIKoBas pyoOailika,
MOBA3aHHBIN Ha II€€ MJIaTOK, TeMHbIe Oproku. [IpaBaa, BOIOCHI, yIOKEHHBIE
B JIETKOM Oecropsiike, cOMBaau Bech nadoc, nmpusiekas Kk cebe BHUMaHHE,
a XWUTPBIA TPUILYpP U3-TOA YEJIKM M BOBCE YHHUTOXKAI 00pa3 «s —
BOCIUTAHHBIA MATBIUK.

— IlpuBetctByto maBy pona /3 bappo. — HekpoMaHT ckpuBHII TyOBI B
yJIBIOKE U BOIIIEN B TOCTUHYIO KakK K cebe ToMO.

— Jleon. Yem o0si3aHa? — npousHeca s CIIOKONHO, MOKa €Ille He 3Hasi,
KaK Ha HETO pearupoBath.

— B mpuBbIYHOM cpene OOuTaHWS Thl CMOTPHUIILCSA HAMHOTO Oolee
€CTECTBEHHO, — 3aMETUJI TEMHOBOJIOCHI U OCTAHOBUJICS B METPE OT MEHHI.

— C 4ero ThI B3sJI, YTO 3TO MOSI MpPHUBBIYHAs cpena oOutanus? — Sl
NOJIHsJIa OpOBb, HE MPUHUMASI 3TH CJIOBA 32 KOMIUIMMEHT.

— Bbpocsk, Kaiipa, Thl HHKOI/Ia HE BBINISAEIA KaK JIEBKA C YIUIIBI, —
YCMEXHYJICSI HEKPOMAHT, U3y4asi MEHS B3[JISIJIOM.

— Uto He Memianio Te0e OTHOCUTBHCA KO MHE, KaK K JIEBKE C YJIMIIbI, —
OTBETUJIa 51 JOBOJBbHO cyxo. — M ma, moe momuoe ums — Kaiipur. Ilo
MpUKa3y €ro BEJIMYECTBA s BBIHYXKJEHA Obuia packphiTh ero. Ilocrtaparics
3alIOMHUT.

— Takasa xe Komroyas, Kak BCeraa, — XMBIKHYJ JIEOH, 4yTh OIlycKas
rOJIOBY, OTYETO €r0 JIETEHIapHasl YelKa yrnaja Ha mia3a. — [loxanyi, s naxe
cockyuuiica. — M OH TOmHsSI Ha MEHS TIJa3a, IIOJIHBbIE CTPAaHHBIX
HEONO3HAHHBIX YMOIIMMH.

— DTO HE B3aUMHO, — YIBIOHYJIACh S OTHUMH I'yOamu.

— Ilpomomxkaems Aep3uth, xopomo. S Oyay Kaarb TBOEro
BO3BpAlICHUs B aKaJIEMHUIO, YTOObl BEPHYThH JOKOK. A Thl 3HACIIb, KAK S
00110 00IIaThCs ¢ TOOOM HaeaMHE.



— YT0 MemaeTr BEpHYTh JOJKOK MPSIMO cerdac? — XOJI0IHO CIPOCHUIIa
A.

— JIBOpELKH, CTOAIIMHN 3a IBEPhIO, — CIOKOMHO OTBETHJI HEKPOMAHT. —
He m1006:110 pa3BiekaThCcs MPU CBUETEIAX.

Otpe3sats venky. [Ipsmo ceiiuac. [Ipocto. B3ars. . OTpesars.

[louemy s CTaHOBIIOCh TAaKOM KPOBOXAJHOW B €ro MPUCYTCTBUU?..
bennbie BOJOCH HE BUHOBATHI, YTO BBHIPOCIM MMEHHO Ha 3TOM OOpa3uuke
JIFOZICKOTO pOAa.

S Bupmema, uro JleoH NOpeEKpacHO OCO3HAET, 10 KaKOW CTEIEHU
03BEpEHUS MEHs 10BEII. .. JIFoOOMBITHO, YEro OH 10OMBaeTcA?

— Ho namaii octaBum Hairy ooumyto urpy «Kro koro» u nepeitgem k
Neny, — HEOXKUJAHHO MATKO Mpou3Hec OH. OTomen OT MEHS U MPUCEI B
KpeciIo.

Ckazarb, 4TO 51 yIUBHIACH, — 3TO HUYETO HE CKA3aTh.

— Tak TbI mpuiea KO MHE MO Jeny?.. — crnpocuia He 0e3 UpOHHH,
pEIIUB HE pearupoBaTh Ha OTCYTCTBHME MAHEP U Y ATOTO TOIy00I1a30r0.

HNx ceMeincTBO mpsiM paayeT HAIMYUEM 3HAHUS HTUKETA U IPaBUI
MOBE/ICHNUS B IPUCYTCTBUU JIEU.

VYceBmMChr B KpECiO HAMNpPOTUB, s MOCMOTpENla Ha 4YeJloyHUKa 0e3
BCSIKOT'O JIFOOOTIBITCTBA.

— 51 ¢ BecTsiIMU OT TBOMX JIpy3ei, — pacTsHY/I T'yOsl B yabsiOke JIeoH, a ¢
MEHS TYT K€ CIaJIo HaIlyCKHOE Oe3pasinyue.

— Yto? Ot Hux?! Ilouemy ThI? — BONpocCkl BbUIETEU CaMU, U S HE
ycCIiesna uX OCTAaHOBUTb.

— Ilouemy 51?7 Hy, mOTOMY 4TO S IPEITIOKHUI UM ITY BO3BMOXKHOCTD. .. —
MPOTSHYJ HEKPOMAHT, XUTPO DI HA MEHS.

— EcTecTBeHHO, HE OECIIaTHO, — TOMOPIIUJIACH ST B OTBET.

— EcrecTBEHHO, — HE CTal CIOPUTh TEMHOBOJIOCBIM, a 3areM
nomoopancs U MpOAOKIII IPYyTUM TOHOM: — MarseHbkasi cTepBa ¢ OY€Hb
peaKol pyHOU Mpocuiia nepeaarb, 4To Oau3Heln sl nponaiu. [lomarato, 310
OHa O TBOMX TEJIOXPAHUTENSIX.

— OHM HE MOM... — Ha4yana s, HO TYT K€ 3aMOJIKJIA.

A Bellb IO BCEMY BBIXOAUT UMEHHO TaK — MaTh MOcCjajia UX CICIUTh 3a
MHOM.

N obeperarb OT OaCHOCTEIA. ..

Mpak, Kak € 3TO CTPAHHO...



— Xopomo, s MNOHANA, — KHUBHYJIA, CMHUPSAACH C OTOM MBICIBIO U
IIPOHMKASICh HOBOI: OpaThsl rae-To Ha cBoOoxe. M1 oHM MOryT NpUNTH KO
MHe. B 110001 MOMEHT. ..

Crom.

Kaxk on nHa3zBan Hanu?!

— Cnenu 3a CBOMM $13bIKOM, JIEOH, — CITIOKOMHO Mpeaynpeania s, mycTb
u c 3ano3nanveM. — Hanu oueHb MctutenbHas. A MHe OyneT O4YeHb
MIPUSITHO TIEpEeIaTh €1 TBOU CJIOBA.

VYBunerhb, kak orpedber HekpomaHT? Jla 3TO 3penulne creinaer Mot
JIEHB!

— Eme oaHo pasBiedeHue, — YCMEXHYJICA TOT, HUYYTh HE
BIICYAT/IMBIINCE. — TaK 4To TaM ¢ TeMu Oinm3Henamu? OHU cOexanu u3
aKageMun’?

— Thl MeHS clipamuBaelib? — ceirpaia s B Aypy. — S 1Ba AHS CHXKY B
CBOEM OCOOHsIKE. DTO Thl MHE JIOJIKEH CKa3aTh — COEXall OHU WJTU HET.

— Crpansble TUOBL. WM BBIIAAST OHU CTPAHHO... — 3aJyMalcs
HEKPOMAHT.

He Hy»HO, 4TOOBI OH OYE€Hb MHOTO JyMat!

— JleoH, uTo emie? — cnpocuia ero 4yTh 00Jiee HACTOMUYMBBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— A, 51a, emie BOpOBKA M3 TWIBJAWU CKas3aja... Ja, HE CMOTPU HA MEHS
TaK, sl MPEKPacHO 3HAK0, YTO 3HAYMUT MOAOOHAs TaryupoBKa Ha auue! Tak
BOT, OHA CKa3zaja, 4TO TBOE JIIOOMMOE H3JeNMe U3 JepeBa KIeT TeOs B
Yepuoit Oamne. UTo BHauajge €ro Bce MOTEPsUIM, a MOTOM OHO Camo
OOHapyXuJIOCh B TBOeH cHnaipHe. — JleoH moMoNYal, 4YyTh
HAaXMYPHUBIIHUCH. — DTO OHA MPO TBOIO 3CKpUMY?..

Sl Heoco3HAaHHO KMBHYJA, a caMa YCWIEHHO paborayia mMo3roM. Mos
ACKpHMa Mpornaja, a MoToM cama Hamuiachk? Ho 3auem 00 3ToM cooOmars?..
N «BCe» — 3T0 HE MPO M3rOEB... B MPOTUBHOM cliydae Tara mcnosb3oBaia
Ob1 crtoBO «MbI». Ho OHa cka3ana «Bce»! UTo emie 3a usnenue U3 aepena, na
IPUTOM MOE JIIOOMMOE, J1a MMPUTOM BCEMHU TMOTEPSHHOE, OOHAPYKUIIOCH B
MOE€H criajibHe?..

— CrtpaHHO, 4TO Thl HE B3sJla €€ C COOOM, — XMBIKHYNI JIeoH, a
NOJIHsJIa OPOBb U 3aMETHJIA!

— bb110 OBI CTpaHHO, €y OBl 5 B3slJIa €€ BO JIBOPEII.

Hy»XHO cpo4HO BEpHYTHCA B aKaJEMHIO!

Mpak, CKOJIBKO BCErO HYKHO CAENATh CPOUHO!..



— Jleon, 4ro emie MHE Tepenain? — CIpPOCHIa HETPOMKO, IV HA
MIPOTHUBOMOJIOKHYIO CTEHY.

— Y1o0Bl THI MOMPOCHUIIA CBOETO MOKPOBUTENS 0 BU3UTe. HecHocHOe
CO3/JaHHE€, KOTOPOE€, KaK Thl TOBOPHILb, OYEHb JIFOOUT MCTUTH, AKTUBHO
HACa)KMBAJIO MHE MBICJIb, YTO OHO JOJDKHO YBUJIETHCS C TOOOM.

— HexpoMaHT, TBI peanbHO CMEPTHUK, — IIOKadaja s TOJOBOH,
MPEACTABIIAS, C KAKOM pagocThio HaHM BO3bMETCS 3a HOBYIO KEPTBY.

— W He ¢ TakuM CIpaBJisIics, — YJIBIOHYJICS TEMHOBOJIOCHIN, a 3aTeM
HEOXHUJIAHHO TEIUIO MTOCMOTPEN HA MEHS.

— YT0? — HE TIOHsIA 51 3TOM €T0 NEPEMEHBI.

— D10 3a0aBHO, HO s ICMCTBUTEIIBHO paj TeOs BUACTh. UeThipe nHs 0e3
TBOUX PEIUIMK, 3aKaThIBAaHUS TJa3 M MOJIHATHIX OpOBE — U MHE CTallo
yKacHO TockimBo. He mopackaxkemb, 4To 3T0 co MHOU? — OH BHOBB
YCMEXHYJICS, HO Ha ATOT pa3 Kak-ToO... HE MO-3JI0MY.

— Moxer, 370 11000Bb? — QPBIPKHYIIA S U MOAHSIIACH U3 Kpeclia.

— Kaiipa...

— Kaiipur, Jleon, — ocekna ero. — He roBopu MHE, 4TO ThI KadyelIbCs
Ha MaMSITh.

— Drto 3mecy TH Kaliput, jeau, maBa pojia, HbIHE OOJIaCKaHHas
BHUMAHUEM HACIIETHUKA U CaMOro uMmneparopa. — HekpoMaHT Toxke BCcTan u
HE CIIella HAIpaBuiCA KO MHE. — A B akajgeMuro Tol npunuia kak Kaipa. 1
3TO y>K€ HE BBIOUTH OTCIO/IA, — M OH MOCTyYaJl MaJIbLIEM 110 CBOEMY BHUCKY.

— Jleon, coOmromail mpaBuia MPUIUYMS, — HAlOMHUJIA f, BUISA, YTO
TEMHOBOJIOCHIM Ja)kK€ HE JyMaeT OCTaHAaBIMBaThCS W Bce OOJbIe
COKpAIIIAET PACCTOSIHUE MEXKITY HAMMU.

— A TBI CKyyaja 1o MHE? — THUXO CIPOCHJI OH, NOJOWIA IIOYTH
BIUIOTHYO.

— JleoH, Tl BCE paBHO HE CMOXEIIb MEHA KOCHYThcs. He 3Haro, B
KypcCe€ JI1 Thl, HO ...

— 51 3Haro o TBOEM cuiie. I perop pacckasair.

— Yro emie oH Tebe ckazan? — cnpocuia si, OTBOPAUUBASICh.

— YTo s nomKeH Aep>KaThCsl OT TEOs MOAAJIbIIE, — YCMEXHYJICS Iyl
YUYEHUK aKajeMuu JlapKCTOyH.

— Cnymaii cBoero Opara u HacineaHuka CpeluMHpbs, — KUBHYIA s,
comiamasce co caoBaMu [ peropa.

— MoxeT, Tbl MHE OTBETHIIb HA BOMNPOC: IOYEMY?.. — MOYTH
npuKacasich TydbaMu K MOUM BojiocaM, cripocuut JIeoH.



— Iloromy uyTO 3TO Tebe He MOI CHUIy, OBITh PSIAOM CO MHOM, —
nosacHwia . — f He 3Har, 4ero Tl Xodeuib, JIeoH, HO ciioBa ['peropa
JOJKHBI ObUIM PaccTaBUTh B TBOEM CO3HAHUU BCE TOUKU Haj «l: Thl HE
CMOXeEIIb KacarbCa MeHs. Hukorga. Tel HE CMOXKEIIb 3aKpbIBaTh MPOXOH C
TOW CKOPOCTBIO, C KOTOPOM S €ro OTKphIBar0. M ThI HUKOTJA HE CMOXKEIIb
clenarh MEHSI CBOSH KEHITMHOM — Ha OJIMH pa3 WM HaBceraa. S coobimaro
3TO Tebe HEe MOTOMY, YTO S TaK yBepeHa B ce0Oe, UTO OTBEprar TBOE
BHUMAHUE HE TVISJ4, — a MOTOMY YTO 3TO Ta JAHHOCTh, C KOTOPOM MHE
MPEACTOUT KUTh BCIO U3HB. S Henpukacaemas st Te0s. CMUPUCH C 3TUM
U OCTaBb MEHS B IOKOE, Mpoury TeOs. ITUM Thl OUYE€HBb OOJIETUHUIIL MHE
JKU3Hb.

— Ho T1BI He «Henmpukacaemas» Il HETO, — HEOXKUJIAHHO XOJOIHO
MPOLIEIWI HEKPOMAHT.

— Jluist Hero? — mepecnpocuia s, He cpa3y MOHUMAasi, O KOM pedb: BEIb
st Peca s1 — Takas e npoOiema, kak u 1uist JleoHa.

Hy pa3Be 4TO KOKOH HaMm B TIOMOIIb, €CIH BIPYT KOTJa-HUOYIAL Yy
IIpaBoit Pyku MMneparopa BO3HUKHET KeJIaHUE B3IVIAHYTh HA MEHs Kak Ha
NEBYIIKY... a HE KaK Ha «OMacHOCTb» M «YYCHUIlY, HABA3AHHYIO
HACIICTHUKOMY . . .

— Jlns I'peropa, — ckazan Jleon ckBo3b 3yObl, a s HAXMYpPHJIIACh.

Hns Iperopa? Jla 3auem s emy?.. Uto 3a Opem BooOme? On
UCIIOJB3YET MEHS KakK MemKky B cBoedl urpe. OH u ero oren. Kakas mHe
PanoCTh C TOrO, YTO OH MOXKET MEHS KacarbCs?..

Sl BHUMATENBHO TOCMOTpPEIA HA HEKPOMAHTA.

— Jleon, Tebe 4TO, NEACHIIOB B AETCTBE Henonanu? Mnu urpymkoin
o0nenuu? — cupocusa CrioKONHO.

YTo 310 32 pedsuecTBO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?

— 3auem THI emy? M3-3a TBOEW CIIOCOOHOCTH OTKPBIBATh MOPTAJBI B
Mup Xaoca? — XoJoJl B €ro ria3ax MmopsakoM MeHs mno3zadaswui. Ilomararo,
OH INIPEKpacHO 3Haetr o moeu ponu B aene [Ipasor Pyku Mmneparopa, HO
MOYEMY-TO aKTUBHO UTHOPUPYET 3TO 0OCTOSATEIHCTBO.

— S nmoHATHS HE UMEI, KaKWe IUIAHbI HA MEHS MUMEET HACJICIHUK, —
CYXO yJBIOHYJIACH 51, — @ €CJIU TeOe TaK HE TEPIUTCS Y3HATh — CIIPOCU Y HETO
caM. Mnu copocu y emie oJHOTO CBOEro Opara, KOTOPbIA MPUCTABIEH KO
MHE B Kaue€CTBE HSHbKM W HaJ3Uparesss — B OJHOM JIMIlE, — J00aBUia,
MOYyBCTBOBAB KOJICOAHMS B IPOCTPAHCTRBE.



PoBHO 4epe3 cexkyHay mepen IOMOM OTKPBUICS MOPTajl, U3 KOTOPOTO
Bbiienn Pec coOcTBeHHOUW mnepcoHOM. Sl KUBHyJla Ha OKHO, IOKa3bIBas
JleoHy, 4TO BO3MOXHOCTBH CIIPOCHTH Yy HETO €CTh YK€ MPSIMO Celdac,
OTIpaBwiIach BCcTpeyars Peca.

Ero yauBneHue ObIJIO OYEHBb 3aMETHO: SIBHO HE OXHUJAJ, YTO OCOOHSK
Tak MpeoOpa3uTcs 3a BpeMsi ero orcyTcTBus. Pec He crema omisiien moe
HOBOE€ IIJIaThe, a 3aTEM 3aMETUJI TOTO, KTO BBILIE BCJE 32 MHOM M TENEPh
CTOSII 3@ MOUM ILICYOM... W Juio ['HeBa Mmmeparopa MIrHOBEHHO CTaJIO
HETPOHUIIAEMBIM.

— CrpaHHBIE Y BAC OTHOIIECHUS B CEMbE, — MPOU3HECITA I HETPOMKO,
oOpaiasicb K HSKPOMaHTY.

— Pec Hukorga He ObUT MHE OpaTOM, — XOJIOHO OTO3BAJICS TOT.

— Pa3Be OH HE ChIH TBOETO A7 — epecnpocuiia, HEI0yMEBas.

— On — I'ueB mnepartopa. Y Hero HeT cembu, — oTpe3ail JIeoH u, He
MPOIIAsCh, MpoIaral MHUMO CBOETO POACTBEHHUKA TaK, CJIOBHO Ha €ro
MecTe ObUIo AepeBo. To ecTh — BOOOIIE HE pearupys.

Ckazarp, 4TO CUTyalMsl HE OYEHb KPACUBAsl, — 3TO HUYETO HE CKA3aTh.

UTO 3a MOHCTpP U3 HUKHETO MUpPA MEXIY HUMU MpooOexan?..

— Yro oH 31€ch nenan? — 3to Pec mogomen Tak HE3aMETHO WIIHA ATO 5
ISUIWIIACh HA CIIUHY JIeOHa, HE 3aMedasl HU4ero BOKpyr?..

— IlepenaBan npuseT ot apy3ei. Miu 310 3anpenieHo?..

— O00 Bcex CBOMX TOCTAX BBl JIOJDKHBI MEHSI Tpenynpexnaars. B
IPOTUBHOM CJIydae s 3aKpOI0 OCOOHSAK /I MOCEIIEeHUW, — Oe3 3MOouui
npousHec I'HeB mnieparopa v BOLLIEI B JOM.

— YT0 3HAYUT «3aKpOETe JJIs MOCEHICHUI»? — TPOUYCKaHWIa S BCJICH. —
Br1 HE nmeeTe Ha 3TO mpasa!

B3, KoTopsiM s ObLIa HarpaXkJieHa, TOBOPUJI sicHEe CJIOB: umeeT. 1
€CIU sl IPOJOJIKY B TOM JK€ JIyXe, MHE pacckaxyT 000 Bcex mpaBax [IpaBoii
Pyku Mmnieparopa, KOTOpbIE MHE, BOT IPSIMO YYH0, COBCEM HE MIOHPABSITCA.

—Yto 310 y Bac? — S KUBHYyJIa Ha KOPOOKY B pyKaxX MY KUHHBI.

— Bame narbe 115 ciymanus. — Pec Mmoot CBO0 HOILY Ha CTON U
HAIMpPaBUWJICS AajblIIe.

— VY MeHs ecTh K BaMm mpock0Oa, Pec. — A nornana ero, crapasch He
nepexoauTh Ha Oer. 100 HenmpUInYHO 3TO — 32 MYXYHUHOW Oerars. ..

— 3amaBanite! — e/1Ba HE TABKHYJ IIEC UMIIEPATOPA.

Bort xe... BeXKIUBBIN YETOBEK!



— Iloxany¥icra, nepegaiTe €ro BbICOYECTBY, UTO sI OYEHb MPOIILY €ro
pa3pemIuTh MHE BCTPETUTHCS C MOEU MaMOU — €CJIM 3TO BO3MOXKHO. . .

— O yeM BBl XOTUTE C HEW MEPETOBOPUTH? — CyXO MOUHTEPECOBAICS
TEJIOXPAHUTEINb BIAJABIKU, HO MOl 3TOM CyXOCThIO YUTAJIaCh MpsiMas yrpo3a.

Urto eme ycrena HATBOPUTH MOSI MaMaH, €CIM BCTpeda C HEHU
CUMTAETCS €/IBa JIM HE U3MEHOM — cynd no nuny ['HeBa Umneparopa?!

— O00 BceMm, YTO MPOU3OIUIO C TeX MOp, KaK OHA OTIpaBUiIa MEHS B
JEPEBHIO, — OTBETUJIA Sl IOUYTH YECTHO.

— Camu mornpocuTe ero o0 3TOM CEroAHs BEYEpPOM. 3a0[HO U IUIATHE
MOKaXXeTe, — OPOCHUII Yepe3 IMIIeHY0 royooria3blil.

Cyns o maraM, OH MOJHSUICS Ha BTOPOU 3TaxX, B CBOIO CIAJIBHIO.

U ¢ gero ObI BAPYT y HAC TAKOE TUIOXOE HACTPOCHHUE CIIYUHIIOCH?..

CeroaHst MEHSI HAaBECTUT HACJICTHUK?!

S ObicTpeHbkO mepelpana HOXKKaMHU K ClalibHe rocnoguHa ['Hea
Nmneparopa. AKKypaTHEHBKO MOCTY4YaJlaCh, CMUPEHHO MOJI0XKAAJIA, KOTAA
MHE OTKPOIOT.

JIBepb pacraxHynach Tak pe3Ko, YTO y MEHsS Mapa JOKOHOB H3
MIPUYECKHU BbLIETENA.

— Yto Bam yrogHo? — He yTpyxjasi ceOsi BEXKIUBBIM TOHOM, CIIPOCHII
Pec.

— BbI umenu B BUY, UTO CETOHS B OCOOHSIK TOXKATyeT HACICIHUK? —
MATKO CHOpOCHIIa 5, CTapasch COXPaHIATh Ha JHIE OJarokenareabHOE
BBIPaXKEHUE.

— Jla, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI TOyOOTrIa3bIil.

— He wusBommTe pacckas3arb, MO KakoMy IIOBOAY? — MpOXypyala
PYUEIOIIKOM, XJIOMAsi PECHULIAMU.

— Hacnennuky He HyXeH NOBOJl, YTOOBI MNPUNTH B JOM CBOEH
MIO/IJTAHHOM, — eIlle cymre cooOmui Pec, B3mIsLg KOTOpOro, eciau Obl yMmed,
y’Ke TaBHO ucrapui 0b1 MeHsa B Benukoe Huuro.

— He wmory cmnoputh ¢ 3TUM yTBepkKIeHHMEM. — f 3aragodHo
yABIOHYNIACh, OMyCKasl B3I B TI0JI, KOO TPYIHO CTaJO CACPKUBATH ceOs. —
A HE OTBETHUTE JIM BHI €I1le Ha OJIMH MOU BOIIPOC, YBakaeMbli yuuTein? — U,
HE JIOXKHUIAsICh MOATBEPKIEHUS, crpocuiia B J100: — He cBsizaHo nu 310 ¢
TEM, 4YTO BbI pACCKa3aJIM EMY O HEKOTOPBIX IEPEMEHAX B IOME?

OOBSICHATh HACIETHUKY, OTKya Y MO€H Mambl MEeNblid CYHIIYK
IparoleHHOCTEN, YYUTHIBas, YTO Hall pOJA CUYUTAETCS €/Ba JU HE
pazopuBmmmMcsa?.. O HET, 3T0 He TO, 4yeM OBl S XOTeda 3aHiIThCS B



Oonmmxaiiem OyaymieMm. JTo eno Hameil cembu, Xaoc ux noxpu! U eciu
ATOT HECHOCHBIN rojiyooriia3eiii pacckaszan ['peropy...

— Her, — mpepBan Mol noTok meicien Pec, uyTh HaxMypuBIIuCh. — OH
npuOyaeT CIofa MOTOMY, YTO 51 pacckaszal eMy O Baied cuie. A TodHee, O
MMOTEHIINAJIE Balllel CUJIbI.

Mowu ta3za okpymmiuchk. M kak s He moaymana, 4To 4YEpHOITIA3bId
CHIHMILIKA BIJIAJIBIKU O0OSI3aTENIbHO 3aMHTEPECYETCs] 3TUM MOUM «CMOTY
KOTa-HUOYIb» ?!

— 3a4eM BBl 3TO ClIeNININ? — CIPOCHUIA, caMa MOHUMAs!, KaK HEJIETO 3TO
3BYUUT.

D10 ero obs3anHOCTh. OH K€ HE 3HAET, UTO MHE celyac BOT COBCEM HE
710 TIEPCIIEKTHB MCIOJIb30BaHUS MOEH CHIbl! Y MeHS TYT Kak Obl CYHAYK C
COKpPOBHUILIAMHM T0J] KPOBAaThbIO, HEMOHSATHOE TOCJIAHWE U3 aKaJleMHH,
HEOOXOMMOCTh 3aKOHYUTh BCE J€Jla C HacjlelIOBaHMEM B Orpkaiiiiee
BpeMs, KIISITBa BEPHOCTH HMMIIEpaTopy Ha HOCYy W (¢apc Moj Ha3BaHUEM
«oOmIecCTBEHHbIM cyn» B KoHlle Heaenu! Hu Oombime Hu mensbiie!!! A
ceiuac eme NpeACTOUT oOmarbkcsa ¢ IperopoM 0 MOUX HEBEIOMBIX
ymenusix! Hy npsimo BoBpeMs — cka3aTh Heuero!

— 4 mymaro, BBl MOHUMAETE 3a4yeM, — MpousHec Pec, nuuo koToporo
BBIPAXkaJI0 HEYTO CTPAHHOE. — A IO MOBOJY COCTOSIHHSI BAIlIETO OCOOHSKA —
ATO Ballle JIeJI0, KaK M OTKYy/la y Bac OepyTCsl CPEICTBA HA €T0 pPeCTaBpaIluio.

CepbesHo?.. To ecTh... OH He OyleT 3TO Kak-Tn00 KOMMEHTHPOBAThH B
MPUCYTCTBUU HACIIEHUKA?..

— [Ipomry nporieHusi, 4To modecrnokouia. — S oTcTynuia ot ero JIBEpH,
MIPOJIOJKAsT Pa3MBIIUISITh HaJl YCbIIaHHBIM. — [losarato, 3aHATUI CeroIHs
He OyneT?

— He Oymer, — otBetun Pec, a s B ouepenHodl pa3 Haiia
MOATBEPKJACHUE CBOEH MBICIIH, YTO OH MIPUCTABIIEH KO MHE HE KaK YUUTEIb,
a KaK HaJ3upareb. ..

Jla u yeMy MeHs yuuTh?.. YpaBiar MoHcTpamu?.. He yBepeHa, 4To
OH 3HAET, KaK 3TO JeJaTh, — €r0 CHJIa COBEpUIEHHO napyras. KcraTu... s tak
M HE MOHsJa 10 KOHIA, YTO y HEro 3a cwia... BO3MOXHOCTHM KOKOHA,
HACKOJIBKO S CMOIJIAa JIorafarhbCsi, — MOUTH Oe3rpaHudHbl. M TaM OH MoxeT
OBITh aOCOJIFOTHBIM XO35IMHOM MPOCTPAHCTBA... A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO MOWU
MTOTEHIMAJI TECOPETUYECKHU TAK JKE€ BEJIUK. ..

— Korma MbI cM0OkeM TTOrOBOPUTH O CHJIE YHEPTOMAroB? — cupocuia f,
y>K€ OTXOJsl OT €r0 CIAJIbHMU.



— Korma npuaer Bpems.

Hy 4ro ), HE ynuBiieHa.

Sl kuBHyNa u cryctunack BHA3. Hanerock, 3To0 BpeMst IPUIIET HE TOT/A,
KOTJa S BEPHYCh B AKAJAEMHUIO?.. YK CIUIIKOM MaJI0 BEPHUTCS, YTO MBI
ycreeM pa3o0parbesi C MOEH CUIION JI0 CITyIIaHWs B KOHIIE HElenu. A mocie
BCETO ATOr0 CHEKTAKIIA Sl IUIAaHUPYH0 BEPHYTHCS B J[apKCTOYH: TO, UTO TaMm
ceifyac TBOpUTCs, O4eHb MHE He HpaBUTcs. CooOuHuK Maructpa PoBeHna He
MoMMaH, BEIIU ucue3aroT u3 YepHoit OamHu. ..

— Mononas Xo3slika, 4TO Jejarb C NaJKOW, KOTOPYH INPUHEC Balll
rocte? — Crapuk J[KMB3 BBIpBal MEHS W3 Pa3MbBIIUICHUA W 3aCTaBUII
BEPHYTHCS B PEAIIBHOCTb.

—Yro? Kakoii rocts?

— TeMHOBOJOCKHIM MOJIOJION 4YEJIOBEK, OYCHb IIOXOKMH Ha BalllEro
y4uTellsl, TocroauHa Peca, — MOSICHWI ABOPELKUN IUIi MOEU MEIJICHHOU
TEJIETH.

— OH npuHecC B MOM JIOM. .. Taiky? — S Bce erle He O4eHb coo0pakaa.

— Ja. JlmHHyto Takyro. OHa CTOMT y BXOOHOM JIBEPH, — KHUBHYI
JIxuB3.

Most ackpuma?.. Jleon npunec mHe Moo 3ckpumy?! Ho oH ke nmepenain
cioBa TaTel 0 TOM, 4TO Opy’kHe€ XKIeT MeHs B UepHoii OarHe!

— Hecu ee crona!

Mou 1a3za 3aropenuch, a KpOBb 3aKHUIIENa: BO3MOXKHO, celdac s
MOJIy4y HOBYIO YJIMKY JIJIS CBOETO JIMYHOTO PACCIIEIOBAHUS !

Bot Ttonpko korna [[>KHB3 IPUHEC «IOCBUIKY», s OTUETIIMBO MOHSIA —
ATO HUKaKasi He MOChUIKA. JT0 nogapok. Ot Jleona.

CoBepilieHHO HOBas 3CKpHUMa, CJejlaHHas Ha 3aka3, C BBIOUTHIM
y30pOM 110 BCEW JUIMHE. YAUBUTEIBHO ynoOHas. U nerkas.

N xak MHE 3TO BOCIIpUHUMATH? ..

OtnyctuB JIkuB3a, s OCMOTpena KOpOOKy, OCTaBieHHYH Pecowm.
OTtkpslia ee...

— Jla uT00 Bac Bcex Xaoc moxpai! — nmoxesnana OT TyIIH.

B3sma ackpumy M Tonuia Ha BHYTPEHHUM JBOP — KOJIOTUTH IO
BBICOXILIEMY JIEPEBY.

BayTpu kopoOku oka3zanoch miaree. benoe.

Cnacubo tebe, JIeoH, — Beab Kak 3HaJI, YTO MIPUTOIUTCS!



[n1aBa 3. HeoxkugaHHbIe NPeaI0KeHUust

— DTO AEPeBO BBHIIISIUT 00JIe€ MEPTBBIM 110 OTHOIICHHIO K TOMY KYCTY
1 MIOPTUT BCIO KapTuHy? — ['ooc HaciaeaHuKa pa3fancs Tak HEOXKHIAHHO,
YTO 51 CIy4alHO 3apsiniia 3CKpUMY BO BpeMs yaapa U YHHYTOXHUIIA OeTHOe
pacTeHHE MOIIHBIM 3apsioM. — M oHO HaBpeauIo BaM JTUIHO?

['perop momoren Ko MHE, OCMaTpHBasi TO, YTO OCTAIIOCH OT... @ 9YTO ITO
B0OOIIIE OBLIO?..

— DBame BbicouecTBO. — S mpucena B peBepaHCE C ICKPUMOU
Harepesec.
— Y Bac HoBag wurpymka? — Hacmegauk paccMarpusan

TPEHUPOBOYHYIO MAJIKY.

— [lomapox OT MOKJIOHHUKA, — TOYEMY-TO OpSIKHYJIA 5.

— A nyman, nom oxpanser Pec, — 3agymuunBo npotanyn [ 'perop.

— A 8 1yMana, 4To OH JOJDKEH YYUTh MEHS IMOJIb30BAThCSl CUIION, a HE
OXpaHATh MOU JOM.

— Kaiiput, BBl TEmepp — BaxkHas NEPCOHA JUIsI MMIEpUU. Bbl
ONpPABAAECTE TEJIIOXPAHUTENS HMIEparopa H  JaAUTe HABOAKY Ha
3aroBOPLIMKOB MPOTHB €ro BeIWYecTBa. Bac mpocTto HEOOXOOUMO...
OXpaHATh. — I Tak OH MPOM3HEC MOCIEAHEE CIOBO, UTO MHE CTAJIO HE MO
cebe.

CrpallHblidi YE€JTOBEK — HACJIETHUK.

— Ero moutu cytkamu HeT B 0coOHsike. OH MPUXOIUT JIMILIb BEYEPOM, —
3aMeTrJIa CIIPAaBEMJIUBOCTH PAIH.

— B wummepum CKONMWIOCH CIUIIKOM MHOro jnaen mis ['Hesa
Nmnepatopa, — cyxo ynblOHycs ['perop.

Tak Pec yxonut Ha 3amanus... UTo K, HE yIUBIICHA.

— Br1 ycnienu k Hemy npuBsI3aTbCs?

— B kakom cwmsbiciie?.. — I HeMHOro pacrtepsiacb. — Sl Bcero nuiib
oTMeyaro (paxr...

— BBl Tak 1 HE MOMHUPUIIMCH? — aTAaKOBaJl HOBBIM BoOIlpocoM Iperop,
nenast BUJI, 4TO IPOU3HOCHUT €r0 HEB3HAYAM.

— Kak 310 BOOOIIE BO3MOXHO — MOMUPHUTHCS C TakuM, Kak Pec? —
YIIUBJIEHHO CIPOCHUJIA 5, BIIOJIHE UCKPEHHSSI B CBOMX IMOIHUSIX.



Pa3Be ¢ uyxum ncom MoxHO momuputhesa? [Ipoine moMUpuTHCS C €ro
XO3SIMHOM.

Xors cerogHs Pec nmokasai, 4To €ro IOBOJOK HE TaK KOPOTOK: OH
3aKpbLI 71432 HA MOM MaXHWHALIWM. . .

— Jla, ¢ Pecom B 3TOM Im1ane cinoxHo... Ho oH He Oe3HamexeH, —
BHOBb YIIBIOHYJICS [ perop, myras MeHsi CBOEH «J100pOKeNIaTeIbHOCTHION.

— Bawm BuiHee, Ballie BbICOUECTBO. — S oImycTHIia B3IIsIL.

Kak Tak momyuusnock, 4To Mbl TOBOpUM 0 Pece?..

— Kak Bbl aymaere, mouemy ['HeB Mmmeparopa umeeT mnogoOHYIO
cuiTy? — HEOXKHUIAaHHO cripocui [ perop.

— Bbl uMeeTe B BuAy, IMOYEMY OH — BHEpromar? — YTOYHHWIIA $
aKKypaTHO.

— Her. Ilouemy OH — Jydmmii SHepromar, — IIONPAaBUI MEHSA
HACJICTHUK.

S nmocmoTpena Ha TEMHOBOJIOCOTO 00J1aAaTessi MOYTH YEPHBIX TJ1a3.

— DTO Kak-TO CBA3aHO C TEMHU JIOpJaMH, 4TO ObLIM Ha CIYyIIAHUH? —
MTOMHTEPECOBATACH OCTOPONKHO.

— Bo1 ouenp yMmHubI, Kaliput, — HE TO mOXBaiwi, HE TO MPEAYIPEIAI
meHs [perop.

Tuxo CrmoTHysa, CTapasch HE IOKa3biBarh cTpaxa. HacnemgHuk u
BOPSIMb BHYIIAJ MHE YXAac CBOEM MSITKOCTBIO: MSTKO TOBOPHT, MSTKO
JBUTAETCS, MATKO TOJIOBBI pyOHT... O YeM 3TO 57

— OHHU 3HAOT O TOM, YTO OH — 3Hepromar. M 3HAKOT, Kak OH cTal
sHepromaroM. Ho camMu He MMEIOT IpaBa MOJIb30BATbCA 3TUM 3HAHUEM, —
MpoM3HECHa 1 HETPOMKO. Jlokaanach KMBKA, MOATBEPKIAIONIETO BEPHOCTh
MOE€U MBICIH, U 3aKOHYMIIA €€: — I X mpaBoO OrpaHUYUBAET UMEHHO OH.

— Bepno. menno I'meB Mmnieparopa Bcerga aep:xail B CTpaxe JIOPIOB
U3 CaMbIX BIMATEIbHBIX ceMei. OH cienni, YTOObl HUKTO HE IMOJIb30BAJICS
3aIPETHBIMU 3HAHUSIMU, U Kapaj Te€X, KTO OCIYILIAJICA HEMIACHOTO MPHUKAa3a.
TenoxpanuTeneil BIagbIKM BOCHUTHIBAIOT C C€aMoOro JETCTBA, BBHIOpaB
CaMOro OJlapeHHOro pebeHka. Takoil Mar B COCTOSHUU YAEpXkaTh B Y3JI€
BCEX KEJAIONIIUX MOWTH MPOTUB 3aKoHA. HO JIFONIH... KaK 3TO TOBOPUTCA?..
HeucnpaBumbie uckarenu?.. OHM Bcermaa XOTIT TOTAHYTHCA PYKaMH 10
TOTO, 4TO ToA 3anpeToM. M TailHa MOSBICHUS YHEPrOMAaroB y>Ke BCILIbIBAJIA
OJTHAXK]IBI — 3TO OBLIO OOJIBIIE CTA JIET HA3a/, TOT/Ia UX HAIJIOUIIOCh OYEHb
MHoOro. IlpexHuil Bnajgplka BBIHYXJAEH ObUI NPUHATH Mepbl, a [HeB



Nwmneparopa 03abo0Tuiicsi TeM, 4TOOBI CeKpeTHas MHMOpMalus rucuyesnna u3
yMOB xkutenie CpeauMuphbs.

— OHM yOunu BceX, KTO 3HaJ? — YAMBJICHHO BBIJJOXHYJIA .

— Bcex yOouth HEBO3MOXXHO, — YIBIOHYICA ['perop, misiisg Ha MEHs, KaK
OTeI] HA HEpa3yMHOE AUTS. — A BOT B34Th 3JI0KHUKOB U3 POJIHU, HAJIOKUTh
KJIISITBY BEPHOCTM MWJIM TIOCTaBUTHh II€4aTh Ha CHIIy — O3TO BIIOJHE
BO3MOXKHO, — JIETKO 3aKOHYWJI OH. — B JaHHBII MOMEHT O Ccekpere
HSHEProMaroB 3HAIOT TOJLKO JBAJIIIaTh YEJIIOBEK BMECTE C HMIIEPATOPOM,
MHOM U PecoM. A BOT BBl M Ballla MaThb — 3TO JIBE€ HEH3BECTHHBIC, CAMO
CYIIIECTBOBAHUE KOTOPBIX OYEHb HAIMPSTAECT. .. BIAJIBIKY.

S nymana, 4To MaMa MMEET IIaHC BBIOPAThCSl CYyXOW M3 BOJbI HA TOM
cnymaauu? S Oplma mypoit. He BeiOpanack Obl. BooOmie HM mpu Kakux
00CTOSITENIHCTBAX.

— Ham HeoOxomuMo TMOHATH, HACKOJIBKO BENHWKA... Ablpa Ha OOpTY
Kopaliisi, — 00pa3HO BRIPA3WIICS HACIIEAHUK, a 51 OUeHb YETKO OCO3Haa eIle
OJIHY Belllb: MHE HE JIaJlyT YBUJIETHCS C MaTEPhIO.

He B Onumxkaiiiiiee Bpems.

N yx Tem OoJiee HE MO3BOJIST IMOTOBOPUTH C HEH C TJ1a3y Ha IJ1a3.

— Kaliput, s HaJietoCh, BbI IOHUMAETE, HACKOJIBKO UMIEPUS B JIUIIE €r0
BJIQJIbIKM 3aWHTEPECOBAHA B COTPYIHHMYECTBE C BaMu? — 3ajal CBOH
IJIaBHBIM BOIPOC HACIEIHUK.

Tax BOT k uemy ObuTH Bce 3TU pa3roBopbl! Pec pacckazan I'peropy o
BO3MO)KHOCTSIX MOEH CHJIbI, U HACJIEIHUK OBICTPO MPUKUHYJ, KAK CMOXKET
€€ UCIOJIb30BaTh.

— Bbl xotuTe caenars u3 MeHs npeemHully Peca? — HemoBepyHBO
CIIpoCHJIa 5.

— Ilpeemnunty? — I'perop momHsimi OpOBb, a 3aT€M CKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY
HaOok. — B atom Her HeoOxomumoctu: HbiHemHuU [HeB Mmmeparopa
MPOKUBET €1IE JOJITO — YUYHUTHIBAsI T€ JECSTh JIET, KOTOPbIE €My MOJAPHUIIH.
A BOT yBEIIMYUTH MOILb 3aLIUTHI... 3Ta UAES HAC MMPUBIICKAET.

— Bwl xorute, 4TOOBI MBI pabotamu BMmecte?.. — Mou mIaza
PacCUIUPUIIUCH.

— Bama cuna onacna, Kaiiput. Ilo-xopomemy, Bac Hago yOuTh — U
neno ¢ koHioMm. Ho s He Takoii, Kak MOU MPEAIIECTBEHHUKH, U HE MPUBBIK
pa3OpachIBaThCsl [IEHHBIM MaTepuaioM. Y Bac JIBa BapUaHTa, JIEAU: IEPBbIN
— COMIACUTHCS U KUTh B JOCTAaTKe 0 KOHIIA CBOMX JHEW, CIyXKa
UMIIEPATOPY, U BTOPOM — HE COIVIACUTHCS M CIy4YalHO HE MNPOCHYThCA



OJTHAXK]IbI YTPOM... I TOBOpIO BaM 00 3TOM YECTHO, IMOTOMY YTO YBa)Karo
Balll YM U Ballly HaXOJYUBOCTh, KOTOPbIE MOMOIJIM HaM BEPHYTh Ha CIIyx Oy
BEPHOTO COIO3HUKA U CUJIbHEHNIIEro Mara CpeuMuphs.

...

Memns ceituac. .. 3aBepOoBayn?..

[Ipuuem...

[ITanTaxom?!

— SI He UMero TIpaBa Ha OMMOKY? — YTOUHMJIA HA BCAKUHN CITydai.

— BwiGop mayuine 03By4uTh MpSMO celdac, — ele Msrde OTBETHI
HACJICTHHUK.

— 51 BEIOMpAtO KU3Hb, — CKa3aja, He VIS Ha HETo, 0€3 SMOIIUM.

— Yero u cienoBano oxxuaarh, — KUBHYN [ perop.

HNuTtepecHo, a He pacckaxu emy Pec o Mmoem moreHnuane... korjga Obl
MeH$ MocTaBuiIM nepen Beioopom? [locne ciymanus?..

— DTO Kak-TO MOBJIMSET HA CJIOBA KIATBBI BEPHOCTH HUMIEPATOPY? —
CIIPOCHJIA 51, BCE TaK K€ HE IS/ HA HETO.

— Hanpsimyto, — KOpOTKO OTBETWJI HACJIETHUK.

— MOXHO e111e OJJMH BOIIPOC, Balll€ BBICOYECTBO? — S yyBCTBOBANIA, UTO
OH TOTOB 3aBEPIIUTH CBOM BU3HT.

— Koneuno, jenu.

— benoe miaree A ciymaHus. .. 3TO TO, O YeM s mojyMarna’?..

— D10 HEo0XOomAMMO [JIsi TOTO 00pas3a, KOTOPHIA BBl CO3MAAUTE IS
xutenet Cpenumupss. Bamie ciymanue Oyaetr oOuiecTBeHHbIM. M 51 Obl
OYEHb XOTEJI, YTOOBI B BAIIIMX YECTHBIX IIa3ax MPOCTOM JIFO BUEH I0BEPUE
IIpaBoit Pyke IMmmneparopa ¥ UCKpPEHHEE IKEJIAaHUE JI0Ka3arb BCEM
HEBMHOBHOCTH BAIIIETO... KyMHpA.

S3pik MoM — Bpar mou. XBajla XaocCy, XOTb B HEBECTbl K HEMY HE
3amucan. A TO Kak-TO CTPaHHO ObI MONYYHJIOCHh: HAapeYeHHAas 3alluIlacT
mooumoro. [Tpeas3saTocTs Ha TUILIO.

M-na... 31O YTO ceryac ObLT 32 MBICJIEHHBII TOTOK?!

— BBl oueHb yBEpeHBI B MOEM AaKTEPCKOM TajaHTe, — 3aMETHJIa S
HETPOMKO.

— BrI yxe nokazanu ceds Ha 3aKphITOM CIyIIaHUU. A B TOT pa3 Bbl HE
ObUTM TOTOBBI K mpoucxopasuieMy. llomararo, vmes Henent0 BPEMEHU B
3amace, Bbl CPa3UTE BCEX HAIOBAI.

Hacnegauk pactsHyn TyObl B XOJOJHOW VABIOKE, pa3BEpHYINCS U
LIArHyJI OPsIMO B TPELIMHY MEPEXOAA. . .



Xopowmui nonyduics pasrosop. boapenskuit takoi. M maBHoe — Bce
10 Jeny.

Tak, 0 XopomeM: Ipu MOEM HOBOM CTaryce si CMOI'Y BEPHYThCS B
aKkaJeMHI0 Tocjie OOIIECTBEHHOIO Cylda — B KadecTBE y4eHHIIbI ['HeBa
HNmnieparopa, BeyIen CBOE paccieqoBaHUE.

O m10XoM: MEHs TOJIBKO YTO CBSA3AJIM IO PyKaM U HOTaM, HE UCIIONIb3Ys
BEPEBOK. TOJIBKO YTO KJIAIl B POT HE 3aCyHYJIH.

Menst pa3Oynui cTpaHHbli 3ByK. Beap He mocibimanock? ITo ObLT HE
coH?.. I HakuHyna XajaT MOBEPX HOYHOM COPOYKH, B3sijla CBEUy U Ha
IBITIOYKAax BbINUIa B Kopuaop. [lpuBbruka, uro Yepnas OamHs Bcerga
XOpOIIIO OCBEIIAIACH, ChIFpaja CO MHOW 3IyI0 HIYTKY: TEMHOTE MOETO
OCOOHSIKa B HOYHOE€ BpEMsI CYTOK MOXKHO OBLIO CMEJIO MPUCBOUTH 3BAHUE
«XOTh a3 BbIKONW». (CBeua pasroHsula MpaK JUIIb Ha Oimkaiiive
HECKOJIBKO CAHTHUMETPOB, @ JAJIBIIE BCE... YEPHOTA U HEM3BECTHOCTH. Erie
1, KaK Ha3Jo, JyHbl HE BUJHO!

W xpanych s, 3HaUWT, MEUIEHHO BHeped (M B OONbIIEH CTENEeHU
HayraJ), Kak BAPYT MOsSl CB€UYa TyXHET...

— Yero?.. — HEIOBEPYHBO BOIIPOIIAKD Y CBEUKH.

A B cienyroliee MTHOBEHHE Ha MOEM PTY MOSBIIAECTCS UyKas JaJOHb B
nepuaTke, a Ha Tajauu pyka — U MEHSI OBICTPO YTATHUBAIOT KyAa-TO BOOK.

— M-Mm-M-M-M-M!!!! — 3amplyaza g Ha TOro, KTO OCMEIHJICS
pUKacaTbCs K Jien, KoTopas 0e3 IJiaThs, B OJHOM JHIIb copouke! — M —
M-M — M-M!!!IT — Ha TOro, KTO OCMENWICA B MPUHIIUIE MPUKACATHCS KO

MHE B MoeM ke toMe! Emie u pot 3akpeiBath! M Kyma-to yrsaruBars!

— Tuxo, neau, — NpoIIENTal Ha yYXO 3HAKOMBIM TOJIOC, U s 3aMeplia,
IIPEBPAIAsACh B CTATYIO.

N ner, He motoMy, 4yTo 3T0 Pec 00e3aBUMXKUI MEHA M TENephb
MPUXKUMAET K cebe. A moToMy 4TO JIOKOTh Peca (JIOKOTh TOM camMoi pykw,
YTO 3aKPBIBAET MOW POT) ceiyac KacaeTcsi MOei. ..

Tak, Tmxo, Kaiipur. I'por B cBoe Bpemsa Tporan ee, JIeoH k Hew
no0upacs, HU4Eero CTPAIHOTO HE MPOUCXOIUT. B cMmbicie... cTpaniHoe
yXKE€ TMPOUCXOAWIO — a Cehdac »dTO BCEro JUIIb BOIMPOC MOEH
0€30MacHOCTH. ..



JIEPTasiCh U MbITASICh TPUKPHITHCS.

— Kaiiputr, Bce B mopsiake, 310 s, Pec! — He oxupas momoOHOM
peakIuu, roryooraspii erie CuibHee MprKall MEeHS K ceoe.

— M-¢pyx-x-x-X... — S m1yOoKo B3A0XHY/a, MTOHUMasi, YTO YECTh MO,
MOX0’Ke, He Oy/IeT craceHa.

A Beb HACIEAHUK TaK XOTEJ CETIAaTh U3 MEHS JIEIH. ..

Kcraru, Pec Tosbko 4TO Ha3Baj MEHs MPOCTO MO UMEHU?!

— BBI 3k€ TOXe ATO CIBIIAIN? — CIPOCUI TEJIIOXPAHUTETh UMIIepaTopa
B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KOTJIa MO€ CO3HAHHUE pa3pbIBall BONPOC: YIAPUThH JIU
M0 €ro roJIOBE MOJICBEYHUKOM 3a MoA00HYI0 (puBOIbHOCTH? U He OUTH
JanymiKy — Beb [0 MMEHU OH MEHsI Ha3biBajd TOJbKO B UepHoil Oamine,
Oyayun MaroM 0e3 MaMsITH U 9acThi0 MOEH HEeCOBIBIIIEHCS MEUTHI?..

S MenyieHHO KMBHYIA, JaBasi MOHATH, 4yTO ciblmaia. M Gonee Toro —
rOTOBA Ha KOHCTPYKTUBHBIN AUAJIOT.

To ecTb — OoJibllie OpBIKATHCS HE OYTY.

Pec Tak xe MelieHHO yOpaj pyKy ¢ MOEro pTa, a 3aTeéM U C Tajluu,
OTUYETO0 MHE KaK-TO Pa30oM CTaj0 XOJOJAHO U OOUHO.

Hy, obuna-to Tyt npu uem?!

Tax, Kaitput, 6epem cedst B pyKHu.

— Bbl pa3Be He cTaBWIM Ha JOM 3allUTy? — THUXO CIPOCHIIA
roJIy0orI1a30ro: 3T0 ObLJIO ObI BIIOJIHE B €T0 JTyXe.

— Ha ocoOHsike cTouT 3amiuTa oT MaroB. Sl ObI 3HaM, €CJii ObI KTO-TO U3
HUX 3aX0Tes MpoOpaThcsi BHYTPh 0€3 MPUTTIAIIEHUs], — TaK K€ TUXO OTBETHUJI
Pec.

MHe ero orBet He noHpasuiics. [loka He TTOHsIa — U3-3a YETO UMEHHO,
HO B3siJ1a ce0e Ha 3aMETKY.

— 3HAYUT, 3TO MPOCTON YEIOBEK, — CAETIANIA I €AMHCTBEHHO JIOTUYHBIN
BBIBOJI.

— Kak BapuanT, — comnacuiics IIpasas Pyka Mmneparopa, u BHOBb €ro
OTBET MHE HE TOHPABUJICA.

Yto npoucxoaut?!

HoOBBIH 3BYyK OTBIIEK MEHS OT Pa3MBILUIEHUN.

— Kaxercda, oH B chnaibHe Moell wmarepu, — OBICTPO BCIOMHHB
pPacnoJIOKeHHE BCEX KOMHAT, COOOIIMIIA 1 roay0orna3zomy.

— JKnute 31€Ch, — KOPOTKO CKOMaHI0Bal Pec, n yxe B CIEAyIONIyIO
CEKyHJy €ro He ObUIO psigoM!



Hy kak Tak?! Pa3Be MOXHO Tak OBICTPO U OECIIYMHO TiepeMeniarbesi?!

W BTOpO# BOMPOC: C YEro OH B3sJ, 4TO s OyAy CTOSTh HA MECTE U
’KJ1aTh, KOT/a OH pa3z0depercs ¢ mpodiaeMoit B MoeM gome?!?

S nBUHYyNach BIepel MO KOPUIIOPY, Hallynajaa PydyKy JABEpH, BOlLIa B
CHaJbHIO... U MOEMY B30py OTKpBUIACh JOBOJHHO 3a0aBHasi KapTHUHA:
B OCBCIICHHOW Maruel KOMHAare MEXAy IIOJIOM M IIOTOJIKOM BHCEN
MapHUILIKA JIET TPUHAAUATH, YIECPKUBAEMBINA B BO3AYXE 3a CUET KAKOIO-TO
CTPAHHOTO ITy3bIps, BHYTPU KOTOPOTO OH, COOCTBEHHO, W Haxomuics. S
nepesena B3 Ha Peca v noHsia, 4to 3TOT... MM... MAarM4eCKU MENIOK
— ero pyk aeno. OueHuiia, HACKOJIbKO HamyraH napHuinka. M yBupena
CTaphlil cel( MaTymiku; psaoM Jexkana KapTUHA, TPUKPHIBABIIAS HA CTCHE
MECTO JABHBIM-JABHO OMYCTEBIIErO TANHUKA.

Tak, cutyanus sicHa.

— Bop, — HErpoMko npousHeca s, DA Ha TapEHbKA.

Tor HUYero He OTBETHJ, HO HE MOTOMY, YTO HE XOTEJ: BUIHO OBLIO,
YTO OH CHUJIBHO HallyTaH U MPOCTO HE B COCTOSTHUM.

— I'mynsii1 BOp, — clenana st BIBOJ.

ITomuurcs, Jlonn MeHs npeaynpexaana...

—Yro Oyznem ¢ HUM JienaTh?

— Ka3zaum Ha wmecte? — OyIHMYHO TMPEIJIOKHI TEIOXPAHUTETD
MMIIEpaTopa.

I'ma3za napeHbKa yBEIUYUIINCH BIBOE.

— A MOXET, UCIIOJIB3YEM B XO34MCTBE? — MPAarMaTUYHO CIIpPOCHIIA 5.

— B cMmpbiciie, cyn cBapum? — 4yTh 3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH, yTOUHMI Pec.

— Jla HeT, OH ke MEJIKUN — KoKa Ja KocTu. JlaBail yObeM, MOAHUMEM C
MMOMOIIBK0O HEKPOMAHTa — M Yy HAC MOSIBUTCS HOBBIA CITy’Ka, KOTOPBIM 10
KOHIIa CBOUX JHEH Oymer apauTh OcCOOHsIK. CIKOHOMUM Ha yOOpke, —
pa3MBIILISIA 5, DA/ HA TOPE-BOPHUIIIKY.

ToT Hayan akTUBHO MOTaTh T'OJIOBOM, JaBasi MOHSTh, YTO C MOCIECIHUM
BAPUAHTOM COBCEM He comiaceH. HHTepecHO, 4YeM €ro mpesbCTuiia
BO3MOYKHOCTh KHUIIETh B KOTJIE C KAITyCTOM M KaPTOILIKOW?..

— K clioBy 0 HEKpoMaHTax — WM ISl SKCIEPUMEHTOB WHOI/IA
HEOOXOJIMMO >KHUBOE Teno. MOXHO mpojarh — U OOHOBUTH IOCYIy Ha
KyxHe, — 3aMeTui1 Pec, 1 mapHuiika OyKBajgbHO 3a0MJICSI B KOHBYJIbCHUSIX.

Ara! Kro-To HeKkpoMaHTOB OowuTcsi Oosblie cMepTU. JIHOOOMBITHO.
Ecnu yunutsiBaTh, YTO OHU OJTHO JIEJIO JIEJIAFOT.



— Jla, HEKPOMAHTBI — ATO XOpOIIas UAEs, — CONIACUIACH 5, 3ayMUYUBO
IJISA1S1 HA TTIOTOJIOK.

— Her, moxanyiicra! IIpomry Bac, Tonbko He K HekpoMmanTam! S
Oombiie HUKOTAA HEe Oymy KpacTh! M Bcem ckaxy, 9To0 Bail JOM CTOPOHOM
ooxommmu!!! Tlpomry, He oTnaBaiiTe MeHs 3TuM JroasMm!!! — B roiroc 3apeBen
MapHUIIIKA, a MbI ¢ PecoM nepenisiHyIuCh.

— Obemaenb 00JbIIE HE KPacTh? — CIOBHO HeB3Hadail cripocui ['HeB
Nmneparopa, moCTyKrBasi MajiblaMU 11O CTOMY.

— Huxorpa! XXusHpto cBoeit KisiHych!!! — akTMBHO 3aKkHBaj MapeHb, Ha
JIU1I€ KOTOPOTO MOSIBUJICSI OTOJIECK HAJIEK/IbI.

— Yto ckaxemn? — Pec mepeBen B3MIsA1 HA MEHS.

— Bce ke HeKpOMaHThI — XOpollasi Uesl, — HEPEIIUTEIbHO MPOTAHYJIA
A.

— Her, noxanyiicta! He nago! He Oymy kpacth, He Oymy! Tomnbko
OTIyCTUTE, MOXKanyicTa-a-a-a-a!!!

— Xaoc Bcex noxkpu! OcBO0OIM ThI 3TOr0 HEHOPMAIBLHOTO — WHAYE OH
Hac BCEX ONTYIIUT! — 3aKpbIBasl YN pyKaMH, TPOMKO MOTpOoCHIa 5.

B crnenyromyr CekyHAy MallbuMIIKA I[UIENHYJICS Ha  IIOIY,
OCBOOOKJICHHBIM W3 MAaruyeckoro IIJIEHa, TYT K€ IMOJACKOYWJ, B OJIUH
MPBDKOK OKa3ajicsl Ha MOJAOKOHHUKE M BBINPBITHYI U3 OKHA 0e3 KaKou-Tu0o
CTpaxoBKU. A MbI ¢ PecoM, BRICYHYBIIUCH U3 OKHA IO MOSC, C YAUBIECHUEM
HaOJIOIaTN, KaK 3TOT MaJEHBKHUI akpoOar CIyCcKaeTcsl M0 BEPEBKE BHU3 U
CIIOKOMHEHBKO ce0e YJIENEeThIBAET C TEPPUTOPUM OCOOHSKA MO TpaBke. Tak
K€ OTHOBPEMEHHO MbI IOCMOTPEIIN BBEPX. ..

— Kak oH Ha KpBbIIIy-TO €€ 3aKUHY? — U3YMJICHHO CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— Xopomasg pyka ¥ METKOCTb. OTIMYHOTO BOpa JUIIUTCS MPUTOPO]L
CTOJIUIIBL. . .

Mbl noBepHYAUCH APYr K JAPYry... W Hayaldu JIPYKHO XOXOTaTh.
[IpaBnaa, s 0ueHb OBICTPO YCIIOKOMIIACH, 3aBOPOKEHHAS TPYIHBIM, TTTyOOKUM
cmexom Peca...

— Mosxer, yaro? — npeuiokuiIa ¢ yiablOKOH, IsAsS HA MYXYUHY MOeH
MEUTHI.

— MOXHO 4aro, — BEJIMKOJYIITHO U TOXKE C YIBIOKOW COTTIACUJIICS OH. ..

Ha xyxHe MbI cpa3y 3aXIJIM HECKOJIBKO cBeuel. M ycenncs 3a cron s
MPUCTYTH, IepKa KPY>KKHU C apOMaTHBIM HAIIUTKOM B pyKaX: YallHUK B JJOME
KUIIE] BECh JICHD U €IIE HE YCIIEN OCTHITh.



— He 3nama, uyro I'meB HWmmeparopa MOXeT OBITb TaKUM
BEJIMKOAYIIHBIM, — BCE-TAaKM 3aMeTWia 5, NPUATHO YAMUBICHHAs CBOUM
OTKPBITHEM.

— Bam 6wu10 OBI TpoIIie, eciu Obl 1 yOWsI ero Ha mecte? — B CBOEH
IIPUBBIYHOM MaHEpPE, HO HAMHOTO MsArye crpocui Pec.

— He mpotie, — mokayana s TOJIOBOM U yJIbIOHYJACh, — BbI BE/Ib BOBCE
HE TaKOW CYpOBBII, KAKUM XOTHUTE Ka3aThCsl.

— «Bb1»? — ynuBneHnHo crpocui Pec, uem erie Oonbliie yIuBUI MEHS. —
[Tapy MUHYT Ha3aJ BbI 3BaJIM MEHS HA «ThD».

CmopmmB 7100, s TONBITAJIaCh BCIIOMHUTh W BHOBb Hayaia
ITIOCMEUBATHCSI, IPUKPBIBAS JINLIO PYKOMU:

— Ilpocture, moxamyiicta. DTO BBIPBAIOCH ciiydanHo. Krpars B
KOIIMAPHYI MAaru4Ky OKa3aJIOCh CJIMILIKOM YBJIEKATEIIBHO.

— B xommapuyto xeHy OesymHoro mara! — Pec moTpsic B Bo3ayxe
YallHOM JIOKEUKOM, BBI3bIBASL Y MEHS HOBBIM MPUCTYNl CMEMIKOB. — S
HAIlOMHIO BaM, JIEW, YTO BBl TaK U HE COU3BOJIMIA MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH
TOMY IOHOMY BOpPY CBOM CHOCOOHOCTHU. BOlOCh, OH mMomymaj, 4TO BBl —
IIPOCTasi CMEPTHASL.

— Brl nymaere, cTOMIIO BBITYCTUTh HA HETO MOHCTPOB Xaoca, 4TOObI
pa3BesATh BCE COMHEHMUSA ..

Msb1  ynpIOHYIUCH Jpyr Apyry. A yapiOka y HEro Kakas-To
IIOTPSCAIOIIAL. . .

— Bo umsa Xaoca, Pec, moxanyiicra, yaeibaiiTtech nouaiie. Bam odeHb
UJIET, — BBIPBAJIOCh Y MEHS PaHbLIE, YEM 5 YCIIENA 3TO OCTAHOBHT.

— I'neB MmniepaTopa He MOXKET 4acTO YJIbIOAThCsl, — BHOBb HAJEJl CBOIO
«MAacKy» roiry0orna3bli.

— Ho nmouemy?

— A Korma s J0JDKEeH 3To Jenarh? — pe3ko crpocuin Pec. — Korna
youBato Bo uMs umrneparopa? Mnu koraa 3amyruBaro BO UMsi uMIiepatopa’?

A OvicTpo 3aTKHYyNIack. He crona st xoTena HarpaBUTh Hallly Oeceny...

— [Ipocture, — 0TO3BaIaCh HETPOMKO.

Kak-To He BOBpeMs IpuILIa MBICIIb, YTO S TyT B HOYHOM COpPOYKE
CHKY, IPUKPBITAas JIMIIb JIETKUM XaJlaTUKOM... Jla u BooOIe... mof1oOHbIe
HOYHBIE MOCUAEIKH — 3TO 3a TPAHULAMM JO3BOJIEHHOTIO BOCHUTAHHOU
JeIu. ..

— Bbpl HU B 4eM HE BMHOBATHI, — HEOXHUIAHHO OTO3Bajicsa Pec, BOT
TOJIKO €ro rojioc Bce emle Obul XoJoJeH. — Bbl mpocTo 10 cux mop He



MOHSJIA — KTO sl. M 1O KakoM-TO MPUYMHE YMOPHO HE XOTHUTE HTOTO
MOHUMATh.

— 41 noHUMAal0, KTO BEL.

— [IpaBga? — B ynop misas Ha MeHs, cupocui Pec.

A npomomnyana. CoObITHS 3TON HOYM KaK-TO OBICTPO CTalM Ka3aThCs
CHOM WJIM TJIYTION BBITYMKOW. . .

— BbI He 1aiu, 94To B IOM MpoOepeTcst MpOCTON BOPHUILIKA, — 3aMETHIIA
BCIIyX, KOT/Ia I1ay3a 3aTSHYJIACh.

CrpaHHO, YTO MMEHHO 3TO HEOXXHUJAHHOE MPOHUCIIECTBUE MOKA3AJIO0
MHe Hacroswmero Peca. He cinyry wummeparopa, He T1po3y Becex
MPECTYNUBIIMNX 3aKOH. .. [IpocTo My»)uuny.

[TomymaB 00 3TOM, s BCIIOMHUJIA OTBET rofy00IIa30ro Ha MO BOMPOC
— TOT CaMbIH, YTO 3aCTaBUJI MEHSI 00E€CTIOKOUTHCA.

— W BBI 3amuTuiim 1oM ot MaroB. [Touemy?

— Y MeHs JOCTaTo4HO BparoB, YTOObI BOUTH ce0e B MPUBBIUKY —
CTaBUTH 3AIIUTY HA MECTO, TAE 1 OCTAHABINBAIOCH.

— Ilpumamenne. Bbl ckazaiu npo MNpUITIALIEHUE, — HE CHABasCh,
IIPUIIOMHHUJIA 51, — & ITO YXKE HE MPOCTast 3allUTaA. . .

— JleoH 3amen B 0COOHsSIK 0€3 MOEro BeIoMa U CMOT CIeJIaTh 3TO JIMIIb
MOTOMY, YTO MOCTYyYal B IBEPb U TOKAAJICS Pa3peIICHUs] BOUTU BHYTPb.

Bce Tak, HO 3T0 HE TO... HE 00 3TOM 5 FOBODIO. ..

— A 9TO HacCYeT «IIPOCTOT0 YEJIOBEKa»? — IMOYYBCTBOBAB a3apT OT 3TOU
CTpaHHOW UTpbIL, BblAana si. — Bel oTBeTiM «kak BapuanT™! Ho k1o MoxeT
MIPOHUKHYTH B MOU JIOM, €CJIA 3TO HE Mar U HE YEJIOBEK?

Joranka o3apuia Moe co3HaHue obicTpo. M OecnomaaHo. ..

— Xaoc Bcex noxpu! — S 3akpbUia poT JaJ0HBIO.

Pec Momyan, HanpsH>KEHHO DISIAS HA MEHS.

As...

— Teapu Xaoca. ['onmemsl. [TonykpoBku, — nepeunciauia Tuxo. — Bel He
ceOs 3ammuiaere, ga?.. Bel... MeHs 3ammumaere?..

— Jlenu Kaiiput, cBoMM 3aCTyITHUYECTBOM Bbl HABJIEKJIM HA c€0SI MHOTO
BparoB. CiyliaHue B KOHIIE Heaesln. Mos 3ajaua — 4ToObl BbI IPUIILUIM Ha
HETO LIEJION ¥ HEBPEAUMOM.

Sl omATe 3akpbula POT — HA ITOT pa3 AByMsA pykamMu. B Kkakyro
ABAaHTIOPY BTSIHYJ MEHs HACIETHUK?!

— MHe oueHs xaiib, — cyxo npousHec Pec.

— XKanp? — yepe3 HEKOTOPO€E BpeEMs OTO3BANIACH 5.



— Y MeHs JOEeUCTBUTEIBbHO MHOIO BparoB. Jlymaro, 3TO HETPYAHO
MOHSTh, YUYUTHIBASA, TAEC S MPOBEN MOCIEAHUE ACCIATh JIET, — 3aMEeTUJ ['HEB
HNmneparopa.

— Bwr Mo Ob1 peaynpeanuTh MEHS, — cKa3ajia s HErpOMKO, TSIl Ha
CBOM JIaJIOHU Ha CTOJIE. — 3a4eM HYKeH ObLT 3TOT CIIEKTaKJIb ¢ 00ydeHueM?

— Bam nelicTBUTENHbHO HEOOXOUMO YUUTHCS UCTIOIB30BaTh CBOIO CHITY.
W g B 1aHHOM Cily4dae — Balll €IMHCTBEHHbBI BAPUAHT.

—4...

Ho nmoroBapuBare He crtana. [logHsmack, 3amaxHyna IJIOTHEE XajaTr U
MONIJIA U3 KYyXHH.

— Kaiipur, nogoxaure. — Pec HEOXHUIAAHHO BBIPOC PSJOM CO MHOM,
Mperpaxjaas myThb K ABEpU. — S Mpolly NpOIIeHUs, 4TO Cpa3y BCE HE
cKasal...

51 kuBHy7na. XOTs OT €ro U3BMHEHUN CEMYac — HU XOJIOAHO HU YKAPKO.
MeHs Terneppb XOTAT YOUTh BCe MPOTUBHUKU MUMIIEPATOPCKOM BIACTH. .. A UX
0e3 MaJioro COpoK MpOIEHTOB HaceneHus. S ObiBasia B O€JHBIX KBapTaiax u
3Hat0 00 3TOM HE MOHACIIBIIIIKE.

— Kaiiput, 1 cMory Bac 3alllUTHTh, — CIIOKOWHO, CIOBHO PpPEOEHKY
NosACHss, pousHec Pec.

— He comueBaroch, — 0T0O3BajIach 51 0€3 SMOIMN U J00OaBHIa U3 KaKOM-
TO 310 BpenHoctu: — U, moxanyiicta, 1edu Kaiput. Bamm x03siMH O4eHb
XOTeJ, 4yTOoObl S BHOBBH CTaja Aodepbio Jopaa. OOpaimaitech KO MHE
COOTBETCTBEHHO.

N s BeIIIA, octaBisia ['HeB MniepaTopa B OIMHOYECTBE.

[IporuBHo. M rTopbKo. S Tak xoTena ObITH CBOOOJHON OT CBOEH
CynbOBbI, OT 3TOr0 J0Ma, OT BCEX J3THUX MOPSANKOB, OT KOro-Iuoo,
MIOJIATaBIIETO, YTO MOXET YIPABIISITh MHOW... U B UTOrE MOMNAJIa B XYAIIYIO
u3 JoBymiek. Temeps s He MPOCTO 00s3aHa OBITH Jienu, IIaBOM poja
>’ bappo. Tenepsb s 00s13aHa 10 KOHIA KU3HU CIY>KUTh UMIEPATOPY, IS
KOTOPOTO MOSI KM3Hb — HHUYTO, NbUIMHKA HA WIEAIbHO BBIYMIIEHHOU
onexe. M He mpocTo moTomy, 4To HA MHE KJIEHMO 3Hepromara! A moTomy,
YTO TOJBKO MMIIEPATOpP TENEPh U CMOXKET 3aLIUTUTHh MEHS OT BCEX CBOUX
BpAaros.

bonbiie aukTo B Cpeaumupbe NoJo0HON CUJION He 00J1a1aerT.

OkazaBIINCh TME€pel CBOEW CIHAJIbHEW, S IMOYYBCTBOBAJA YYXKOE
MPUCYTCTBUE 3a CITUHOM.



— $I mory uto-To caenarh juis Bac? — ['osoc Peca ObuT BCe Tak ke CyX,
HO 5 yrajiajia B €ro HHTOHAIUSX HOTKY BUHBL.

Teneps noHsiTHO, moueMy I'perop Tak xores, YTOObI Mbl HOMUPHIIKCH.
N nmoyemy oH mipeaniokui (0e3 mpaBa Ha 0TKa3) paborarth BMecTe ¢ [ HeBoM
Nmneparopa.

CMmemHo, 4TO y MEHS JaXe JpyruX BapuaHTOB HeET. Pa3Be 4To
paborars BMecTe ¢ camuM [peropom, ynacu Xaoc. Tonbko 3TH 11Boe (HE
yIOMHHAsi CaMOI'0 UMIIepaTopa) COCOOHBI 3aUTUTh MEHSI U MOIO JKU3Hb.

N camoe 3a0aBHOE: Terephb MOHATHA U (Ppa3a HACIEAHHKA O TOM, YTO
OH HE NPHUBBIK pa30pachIBaTbCsi LEHHBIM MaTepuayioM... J(elCTBUTEIBHO.
be3 mnomnepxku Peca g odyeHb OBICTPO OKaXych B 3€MJIE — TIJE-TO
NpUOTU3UTENIFHO Ha YPOBHE JIByX METPOB MOJ HEH0... Tak 4TO BapHaHTOB
Ha CaMoOM Jiefie He JBa, a Tpu. OTKa3aTbCsl OT MPEMJIOKEHUS HACIEIHUKA U
ObITh yOuToi I'HeBoM Wmmeparopa B omHy u3 0€33BE3AHBIX HOYEH.
OTtkazarbCcsi OT MPEMJIOKEHHS] HAclIeAHUKAa W ObITb YOUTON KeM-TO U3
3aroBOPUIMKOB (yBepeHa, MEHsl YOuiM Obl ellle [0 Cylaa, AaKe pelid s He
UATH Ha Hero). M cormacuThcs Ha penioKeHUe HaclIeIHUKA U KUTh J0JT0
1 HecuactnuBo. M cHocHO. CMOTps Kak OBICTPO 5I CBBIKHYCh C POJIbIO
JIEBOYKHU HA MOOETYIIKaX.

Tak 4To k€ MOXKET NpeasiokUTh MHE Pec B Tako cutyauuu?.. O yem s
MOTY MOIMPOCHTh, YUUTBIBAS €T0 «IIEAPOE» MPEMIOKEHNE?

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH MpeJIaraeT MUp — M HE pa3 ero npemiarai. Eiie
J€Hb Ha3zaJl OH TOBOPWUJ O TOM, YTO HAM MPHUJIETCS MHOTO OOIIAThCs B
OnvKaifieM OyayIieMm. . .

S pazBepHynach Kk Myx4nHe. CBET OT CBE€UYM MTO3BOJIUJII 3aIVISIHYTh B €70
rasa.

— Ecam BBl He npoTHB, s npubepery Balie MpeaIoKeHHe MOMOIIU 10
CJIIEIYIOLIEr0 pasza, — MPOU3HECHA HErpPOMKO, JIFOOysICh WIpOW IJIaMEHH,
OTpaXXarOUIEKCs Ha €ro JIMIE, KaK BCETAa JUIIECHHOM 3MOLNN.

— BoI yBepeHsI? — mouemy-To nepecnpocui Pec.

JIrobompiTHO, a cKaxu s eMy «OBiajel MHOW TpsMO ceitdac!»
U paclaxHH Mepe HUM JBEphb CIajJbHU — Kak Obl OH OTpearupoBai?..

— CrniokoriHOM HOuM, rocnoaud ['HeB mmeparopa, — THXO OTO3BajacCh
s U CKPBUIACH 32 IBEPHIO CBOEH CIIAJIbHM.



[n1aBa 4. 3a cJi0Ba HY’KHO 0TBEYaTh

Y1po no0peiM He ObiBaeT. OcCOOEHHO KoOIZla K TeOe MPUXOIIT
COBETHHKHU 10 JIeJIaM HACJIEIOBAHMUS. . .

[enpix mATH MPOKJIATHIX YacOB s OOCYXKJaja C MYAPBIMH MY>KaMH
Cpeaumupbsi, Kak 0003HAUYUTh MPUYHHY, IO KOTOPOM OCOOHSIK MEPEXOIUT
MHE, HE HCIOJIb3Yysl CJIOB «MOsSl Marb — Bpar MMIIEpaTopa». ITO KAKOW-TO
KOIIIMAp, 3aCIIyKUBAIOIIUNA OTJAEILHOIO MECTa B MUpE Xaoca, IOTOMY YTO
Jla’Ke MOHCTPBI TETIEPh HE MyTalOT MEHS TaK, KaK BOIPOCHI HACIIEOBAHUS U
MPUHSATHUS TUTYJIA [JIaBbl POJIA.

B utore Onuke K KOHILY JTHA S TOTOBA ObLIa BBIPBAThCA U3 JOMa Kyjaa
YrOAHO, JUIIb OBl CMEHUTh OOCTAHOBKY U OTIOXHYTh OT CBOEW
«HOBOIIPHOOPETEHHOMW» COOCTBEHHOCTU. Pec TaKTUUHO UTHOPHUPOBAJ HAIIIE
MHOIOYaCOBO€ COBEILAHHWE, MOTOMY CTaJl IEpPBBIM, Ha KOTO s 3axoTesa
BBI3BEPUTHCS, — OCOOCHHO TMOCJ€ TOro, Kak BCIHOMHMWJIA MOAPOOHOCTHU
BYEpAILHEN HOYM.

[1naH npuiien B roIoBy MOJIHUEHOCHO.

— Pec, BbI mOMHUTE, Kak Ipeajiarajii MHE MOMOIIb 3TOW HOYbIO? —
CIIpoCuJIa 1, €/[Ba HE MojparuBas OT IPEABKYIICHHUS.

— DTO CIOXHO 3a0BITh, — POBHO MPOU3HEC TOIYOOTNIa3blil, © HU OJUH
MYCKYJI Ha €ro JUIE He JepHyJics. KaMeHs.

— 4 mpoiry y Bac pa3pelleHHe Ha MOCEIIEHUE aKkaJIeMuu! — BpInanuia
A.

B3, KOoTopbiM MEHsI BO3HArpajJwiiv, MOT Obl pa3BECENUTh... HE
Oyb s Ha mpejere.

— 4 nmpemaran BaMm... unyro TOMOIb, — 3aMeTUI Pec mocie nonroro
MOUCKa OTBETA.

— Kakyro, ecau ObITh TOUYHBIM? UYUTOOBI s 3HaNa, Ha YTO
pPacCUMUTHIBATH, — SI3BUTEIILHO OTO3BAIACh S, TIOJHSB OPOBH.

— 3adueM BaM MOCeNarb akaJeMU0? — MPOUTHOPUPOBAB MOW BOIIPOC, B
CBOIO ouepenb cupocui ['neB Mmmeparopa.

— MHe moxo, s pa3ouTta, s y3Hajia, YTO MEHS IUIAaHUPYIOT YOUTh, Y
MEHSI HET HUKOTO U3 OJIU3KUX PSJIOM, MO MaTh B TIOPbME HEU3BECTHO O]
KaKUM TIOJI0O3PEHUEM, MOUW OTell yMep, cectep U OpaThbeB HET — BbI



npejyiaraeTe MHE OOIIaThCs C MPUCIYroW?.. — BbIBAJIMJIA HA HETO IMOTOK
CBOETO HETOJIOBAHUS.

— Bbl MOXeTe moo0111aTbCsi CO MHOM.

— Ilpu BceM yBaXE€HUH, — S TOYTUTEIBHO CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY, 3aTEM
MOJIHSAJIA HA HETr0 4yTh 00JIee XOJOAHBIA B3IV, — MBI HE HACTOJIBKO
OJTM3KH.

— W XTO U3 NPECTYNHUKOB, YTO B JAHHBIM MOMEHT OKHJAIOT PEUICHUS
CBOEH CybObI, HAXO/ISACH TOJT ApECTOM BHYTPH CTEH caMOU 3alllUIIEHHOHN 13
aKaJieMui, OJIM30K C BaMU HACTOJILKO, YTO BbI TOTOBBI U3JIUTh €My IylI1y? —
YVIUBUTEIIBHO CIIOKOWHO YTOUHWI Pec.

— Bce mectepo, eciau ObITh TOYHOM, — HE TEPSSICh MOJ €r0 B3IVISIOM,
OTBETHJIa s, yMaja4WBas, YTO OJHM3HENbBI COeXalu W3 OTOM «CaMou
3alIUIIEHHON U3 akajemMui». — K CIIOBY, «O)KHAAIOT PEIIEHUSD> — 3TO HOBAst
st MeHsa uHopmanus. Hackolbko s MOMHIO, MBI C €r0 BEJIHMYECTBOM
JIOTOBAPUBAIIMCH, YTO UX TTOMUJIYIOT.

— Bonpoc pemraercs, — kopotko nmosropun Pec. Ha Mol Heroayrommin
B3IVISIJl OH TMOSICHUJI YETKO U C PAcCTaHOBKOM: — OMH M3 HUX YOWJI CBOETO
oria. Jlyisi moMugoBaHUs B MOJOOHOM cllydae HEOOXOIUMO UMETh OUYECHb
BECOMBIW ApPTYMEHT.

— Bama cBoOoma — 3T0 HE BECOMBIN apryMeHT? — CJIOXHUB PyKH Ha
IpyAH, CIIpOCHIIA 5.

Hexoropoe Bpems Pec momuan, misias Ha mMeHs. Monyana u . A 4To
ellle 0CTaBaJIOCh AejarTh?!

— 51 1aro BaM HECKOJIBKO 4acoB 10 ykuHa. [TocTapaltech HE CBETUTHCA
CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM CPEAU OCTAJIbHBIX aAenToB. byasre Tonpko B UepHou
OaliHe, — CIIOBHO OTHaBas KoMaHjbl, coobumn ['neB Mmneparopa, a s
0€33By4YHO BBIJIOXHYJIA, CTAPAsCh CKPBITh, KAKOE HUCHBITHIBAIO OOJErYeHUE.
U kakyro 01arogapHoOCTb. ..

Bo BHyTpeHHeM nBope ocoOHsika Pec 0e3 clIOB OTKpBUI IPOXOJ Ha
TeppUTOopHUro akagemMuu. Koropas «camas 3aluieHHas», ara.

Hy uyrto x! 3mpasctByi, lapkctoyH! Kaxkercsi, si HEHCTBUTEIBHO
CKydasa...

Sl crynuna B TpelwMHy B IPOCTPAaHCTBE. Pe3kuii pBIBOK — CIOBHO
MOIIHBIM yparaHHbIM BETPOM MEHS CHECJIO B CTOPOHY OT ITyHKTa
Ha3HaueHus... (Cmazamach TpaHb pPEATbHOCTH... 3aMEIJICHHE, U 5
MOYyBCTBOBaJIa HOBYIO TOUKY MEpexoia. YKe roToBa ObLTa BBHIUTH B «371€Ch
U ceiuacy, Kak MEHs BHOBBb CHECJIO... /[BoitHasi cMeHa To4uku Bbixoma?! Sl



HE ycresa 3aJyMaTbCsl HaJl 3TUM: BHYTPEHHOCTH CXKAJIUCh OT CIOXKHOCTH
TPAaeKTOPUU, U BOT MEHS BHIOPOCHUIIO. ..

A Kyzia MeHsI BEIOpocHio?..

OCMOTpPEBIINCH, 51 0OHApYKHIIA ce0sl B TYITUKE OHON U3 Y3KHUX YIOUEK
CO CTapbIMH JOMaMHU — CYAS IO apXHUTEKType, SBHO MPUHAIICKABIINX
pabouemy cocnoBul. Brepean cyeTwics Hapoa, CHOBall TyAa-Crofa,
3aHUMAasICh CBOMMH JIeJIlaMU U He oOpalasi BHUMaHUsl Ha COTHYBILYIOCS OT
00JI1 B )KUBOTE MEHS... S BRIIPSMUIACH, TUXO PAAySICh, UYTO KMUBOT HE ObLI
MIOJIHBIM, U CJieJlajla HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB B CTOPOHY OXKMBJIEHHOW YacTH ATOTO
paiioHa. UTo-To Ka3ajaochb CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, HO I HUKAK HE MOIJIA TIOHSTh
— yto uMmeHHO? Bompoc, kak MeHs BooOIle 3a0pOCHII0O MMEHHO B A3TOT
TYyIUK, OCTaBaJics 0e3 OTBETa, HO BPsJ JiM Pec 3ax0Ten OTOMCTUTH 3a MOIO
XOJIOJJHOCTh Y BBIKMHYJ MEHSI HEM3BECTHO Kyaa. Her, 3T0 MecTo 4TO-TO
SBHO MHE HAaIlOMHUHAET. ..

Sl moBepHyNack Hazaa, DAL HA TOYKY BBIXOAA MOCIEIHETO MEpexoaa
ne(hOopMUPOBAHHOTO MTOpPTAIA.

W, MeqieHHO MOJHSB TOJIOBY, y3Haja BBICOKYIO OTpajly akaJleMuu
HapkctoyH. IInunyu agMUHUCTPATUBHOTO KOpIyca YCTPEMIISUIMNCH B HEOO,
HaBeBas BOCIIOMUHAHUS O HEAABHEUW MOpe MOEro 0Oy4eHusl.

MeHs BBIHECIIO B CTOJIUILY PSIAOM C akajgeMuei?!

Ho 4To ciayuymsoch ¢ uaeadbHBIM MEPEXOIOM, CO3IaHHBIM ['HEBOM
Nwmnepatopa? OH mpoCTO HE MOT OIIMOUTHCA M BBIITYCTUTH MEHS HE Tam,
rae s JojkHa Obla okazarbes. Ha teppuropum mnepen YUepHoil OarHei.
OpHako BOT OHA s, CTOKO B TPOYJKE M TOHSITHS HE HUMEIO, KaK Terepb
nonactb B OOWTENb 3HAHUW — HE B BOpoTa ke cTydarh! Ilopranel s
co3/laBaThb HE YMEIO, JCHETr Ha JKHUIIaX ¢ COOOW, €CTECTBEHHO, HE B3sa,
HUKAKHX JOKYMEHTOB, MOJITBEPKIAIOIIMX MOIO JIMYHOCTh, B KapMaHax He
uMero. Y, HakoHel, miaBHas mpoOjema: MEeHS BOOOIIEe HE TODKHO OBIThH
3neck! HUKTO HE TOJKeH 3HaTh 0 MoeM Bu3uTe B [{apkcToyH!

B ToM uucne — Bparu ummneparopal

Xaoc Bcex noxpu!!!

Kakoro pemona? UYrto mnpoucxomutr? Krto cOun Touky mepexoja B
noprase cuiabHeero suepromara? M kak KTo-To BoOOIIe MOT JOTaAaThCs,
YTO 51 3aX04y MOCETUTh YepHYI0 OAllTHIO UMEHHO CETOJIHS, YUUTHIBAS, YTO S5
cama 00 3TOM He 3HaJja elle yac Ha3ana?!

Bort yx rae TynukoBasi CUTyalus. . .



S nogonuia K yrmy Onuxkaliero qomMa Ha yiuile, Beaylieid K BopoTaM
aKaJeMuu, W TNPUCIOHWIACH CIMHOM K creHe. YUrto penars? Bompoc
HacylHbIi. [ToToMy 4TO 10 OCOOHSIKA 51 HA CBOMX JIBOUX JJOOEPYCh TOJNBKO K
HOuM. Pec He CMOXET MIHOBEHHO OTBICKAaTh MEHS: IJIaTh€é HAa MHE —
abCOJIOTHO HOBOE, M TONayOOoIna3blii MPOCTO HE HUMENT BO3MOXKHOCTHU
MOBECUTh Ha HETO KaKOe-TM0O0 OXPaHHOE 3aKJISAThE WU MasUyOK.

— He nmymato, 4to 310 BO3M0XKHO. CKOpEe BCETo 3TO A0 PYK. ..

MbI ¢ MuKo# 3aCThUIA JIUIIOM K JIMILY, YYUTBIBAs, UTO S CTOSIIA HA YIITY
JI0OMa CO CTOPOHBI TEMHOTO MPOYJIKA, a OH 1IeJ OJIMKe BCEX K CTEHE, €/1Ba He
KacasCh €€ IIJIEYOM, CO CTOPOHBI OXXKHUBJIICHHOW YuIbl. biavke Bcex — u3
JIETEHJIAPHOW YETBEPKH JIYUIINX aAenTOB JlapKCTOYH, BBIBEPHYBILIEH H3-3a
stroro camoro yma. «YerBepkm» — mnoromy uto JleoHa cpenu
4epHO()OPMEHHBIX HE OBLIO. ..

O, 3TO cTOWJIO 3aMeyaTiieTh Ha KapTUHE, KOTOPAsi — MACIIOM.

— Jlenu Kaiiput, — HakoHel BbIAaBUI U3 ce0s AOOpOXKENIaTeIbHYIO
yABIOKY Mpejceaaresib COBETa aJenToB.

— Muxasnb, — pacTaHysa s TyObl B HE MEHEe UCKPEHHEN YIIbIOKE.

— YUto BBHI 37€Ch... 3a0bUIH, JIEAU? — MPOJIOJIKAsT O0paIarbCs KO MHE
opuumanpHo, crnpocun Muka, nenas akUEHT Ha TOM, 4YTo s Oosee He
anenTka Jlapk-CToyH.

— Tor e Bompoc xo4y 3ajarb BaMm, — mapupoBaiia . — Hackoibko
MIOMHIO, aJIENTaM 3aMpEeIIeHO MOKUIAaTh CTEHBI aKaJIeMHUU IOCII€ HEAABHHUX
COOBITHH.

A cama ¢ JJErKHM Y’KacOM MOKOCHIJIACh HAa TPOMMUILY, YTO CTOSIJI ITOOIAJTb
B OKPYXEHUU OJIOHJIMHKHA U KPACHOBOJIOCOM JAEBUIIBI U HAOIOAT 32 HAIIIMM
pasroBopoM. Xaoc, a OH peajbHO OoJbiioi! Bo3aMoxHO, maxe Oomblie
I'pora. KopoTkuil €XKMK YEPHBIX BOJOC HA TOJIOBE BKYIE C MPUILYPEHHBIM
B3DVISAIOM LIEMKUX IV1a3 JeJaj] €ro MoX0KMM Ha OaHauTa... Yer 3To BooOIIe
otnpbick?! OH HE MOX0X Ha ChIHA JIOPAA.

— JyMaro, Mbl HalIeM MOJE3HBIM NOMTH HA B3aUMHYK YCTYIIKY U HE
coo0miarb O Hamied BCTpeYe KOMY-ITHO0O... TIOCTOPOHHEMY, — MSTKO
nocrennit Muka, a y MeHst OpoBb ITOTIOJI3J1a HaBepX.

Onu peanbHO ToTOBBI J0BepuThcss MHE? MHE?! Koropyro rnoOumnu
€11€ HECKOJIBKO AHEW Ha3an?

— A s TyMaro, 4TO MbI Pa30MJIEMCSI C MUPOM, €CJIU Bbl TPOBOAUTE MEHS
Ha TEPPUTOPHIO aKAJIEMHH. .. HE3aMETHO, — pellInia s OOHATIIETb.



— IlpoBectn He3aMeTHO OylIeT TPYAHO, — €lIe IMIHUPE YIbIOHYIICS
Muka. — Jla u x yeMy Bam 3T0?.. Heyxenu y nenu, cronb OMU3KON K
UMIIEpATOPy U €T0 CEMbE, MOTYT OBITh TallHBI OT CBOUX OJlaroeTesien?..

Mep3kuii ke Thl YeJIOBEK, OJTOHIUHYMK!

— Kak s He chopammBaro, 4To BaM TMOHagoOuiock 3A cTeHaMU
aKaJeMUu, TaK U Bbl HE HHTEPECYUTECh, MOYEMY S TaK XO4y B HeEe
MOMAacCTh, — XOJIOJHO YJIBIOHYJACH S, VSISl €My B IJ1asa.

OH OB MpaB, Korja cKa3al, 4To s Tenepb OJU3Ka K UMIIEpaTopy U ero
ceMmbe. bimska B npsMoM cMmbiciie. Mosl KHU3Hb B pyKax HacienaHuka. Tax
YTO HIaHTaXUPOBATh MEHs — ce0e Aopoxke. [Ipoie momoys.

Kaxercsi, 1 OMOHIUH MOHST 3TO, pa3mislbiBas Moe Jnio. Kak MHe
HEBBITOJIHO TMOACTAaBIAThL Peca (Beab OH NpUHUMAIl PEUIEHHE B OOXOJ
MHEHUSI HAaCJIEHUKA), TaK 1 MHXa3J1t0 HEBBITOJTHO OOBSICHATH PEKTOPY, YTO
JYYIINA YYEHUK aKaJe€MUH — B KOMIIAHUHM CBOUX HE MEHEE JIyUIIuX JApy3en
— 3a0bUT HA YAULAX CTOJIUIIBI.

— Xopo1110, Mbl TPOBEJIEM Bac BHYTPb, — HAKOHEI] KUBHYJI OH. — Kyna
MMEHHO JIEJIN KEIAET MONAaCTh?

— B Yepnyto OamnHto.

— Hy xoneuno. YepHas OaniHsi, — BHOBb IIUPOKO YABIOHYJICS Muka u
MonpaBwi O4KM Ha nepeHocuie. — [Ipomy! — OH npotsiHyn pyky BOepen,
npearasi IpUCOEAUHUTHCS K UX KoMItanuu. — Kenr?..

Ha moux muieuax mosiBUjiach 4epHasi HAKUIKa, CKPBIBIIAS MOJ COOOM
IJIaTheE.

KpacHoBonocasi neBuila 4yTh CKpUBUJIACH (ITOXOXKE, M3-3a TOTO, YTO
MMEHHO €M MpUIIUIOCh OTJAaTh MHE IUIalll), HO HUYEro He ckazaia. JIumib
noJlajblie OTOIUIA OT MEHs, Jiejasi BUJI, YTO HE MPUOIMKAIACh HECKOJIBKO
CEKyH/]I Ha3al.

Tax, cron. KpacHoBosnocas?!

— DM... KaxeTcsi, y TBOEH TMOAPYKKH paHbllle ObUIM YEpHbIE
BOJIOCHI. .. — 3aMETHUJIA S BIIOJTOJI0CA, YyTh HAKIIOHUBIIUCH K Muxanio.

— Ee BONOCHI CTaHOBSTCA KpacHbIMH, KOIJIa OHA HCHOJIB3YET CBOIO
CUJIy Ha MOJIHYIO MOIllb. OHa — Mar OrHs.

«Mar orss», — Ipou3Hecna s MbICJIEHHO OTHOBPEMEHHO C HUM.

— Ilepen BamMM TOSIBIEHHEM B akKaJieMUU y Hac ObLIa MPaKTHKA,
MOATOMY, KOTJa Bbl NEepecTynuid mnopor [[apkcTOyH, €€ BOJOCHI ObLIU
KpacHbIMU. [10TOM OHUM 0Opey MPUBBIYHBIN YEPHBIH IBET.



«A ceidac?» — xoTena CIPOCUTH S, HO BOBPEMS OCEKIACh. MBI
JOTOBOPWJIMCH HE BBICIIPAIIUBATH JPYT Y JIpyra noJpoOHOCTEHN TMOSBICHUS
nepes] CTEHaMH akaJIeMUH. . .

— DTO Takasi IpUpPOIHasi 0COOEHHOCTH?

— Her, sTo Anenb. — Muka KuBHy/1 Ha ONOHAWHKY, HAYIILYIO PSIOM C
HE3aBUCUMBIM BUJOM. — OHa y Hac Mactep mo 3eiabsiM. OJIHAKO BCE MBI C
YEro-To HaYWHAJIM. . .

S nmocrapanacek He pearupoBatb. Ho BooOIIe — cMmeniHo. Muka nHoOrIa
OBIBAaCT CMEIIIHBIM. ..

A emle, pa3 OJOHIM TaKk HaKOCAYMJIa M OcTalach *kuBa (a mo Ke#t
cpa3y BHUJIHO, YTO OHA B JIOJITY HE OCTAETCSI HUKOTJA), OHU C HEW JIOJKHBI
OBITH OOJIBIIMMHU TTOAPYTAMH.

Heyxenn B 3THX 3aHOCUMBBIX MPEACTABUTENSAX JJIUTHI €CTh YTO-TO
gesioBeyeckoe?..

— Anens? — Muka nmocMoTpenl Ha OJIOHIWMHKY, U Ta KUBHYJA, MOCIE
4ero npejceaaTeNb afenToB epeBest B3N Ha MeHs: — Hac BcTpeTsr.

S mouyBcTBOBaja, Kak BOAHasT Marusg AJellb Ha MIHOBEHHUE
BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh BO BpeMsl Hamieil mnporyiaku. Heyxxenu oHa KaKUM-TO
o0pa3oM mepegaeT IOCJIaHWE Yepe3... a 4Yepe3 4YTo OHa Ieperaet
MOCJIAHUE" ..

N komy?

Bropoii Bompoc otman cam coOoif, korga BopoTa HamM OTKpbLT JleoH
COOCTBEHHOM MEPCOHOM.

— bricTpee, 3amura yke CKpunuT oOT HarsbkeHus! — Illunenue
HEKPOMaHTa, MOKa MbI MPOOUPATUCh BHYTPh U€pe3 y3KYIO IeJb, peaibHO
MeHs Hamyrano. He HagopBasicst Ob1 MaTBYMK!

Kornma Bce okazanuck no Apyryro CTOPOHY Bpart, JIEOH cMaxHy MOT €O
716a ¥ C JIETKUM MTPEBOCXOICTBOM IMMOCMOTPEN Ha METAJUTMYECKYIO orpaay. A
OonmonanHKA AJIENbh C BOCXHUIIEHUEM IMOocMoTpena Ha JleoHa.

K cnoBy, 5erkoe BOCXHILIEHUE YHUTAIOCh Ha JIMIAX BCEX
yepHO(OPMEHHBIX, HO OJMOHAWHUCTAas ¢desl BhIACIsUIaCh Ha HX (oHe
HEOJIHO3HAYHOCTHIO CBOMX AIMOITUH.

Onu BcTpevarores?..

— Te1 B351OMAJ 3aUTY O, — CIIOKOMHO 3amMeTns Muka.

— He B3noman. Cnerka pactsayi. C TOHKUM CJIOEM IpoIle padoTarh —
€ro MOXXHO OOMaHyThb, — IMO-JEJI0BOMY OTBETWJ JI€OH M yCTaBWICSA Ha
MmeHsi: — Kaiiput?.. Uto ThI Aenaenis 31ech?!



Ero ynuBnenne MoxxHO ObuIO MOHATH. OH B Kypce, UTO s TUICHHUIIA B
COOCTBEHHOM JIOME (XOTh M YIOPHO JeNasl BUJ, YTO 3TO HE TaK, B HalIly
MOCJIEIHIOIO BCTPEUY).

— I'me Pec?

— IloHsTHA HE MMeEr0, — pelmmnia He CIaBaTh CBOETO COKO3HHKA, — S
3IeCh MHKOTHUTO. Tak YTO ToOCTapaiics He mpoOosTarbes o0 3TOM B
MPUCYTCTBUU [ peropa mim cBOEro JI/Iu.

— IlpobGonrarbcs?.. — JleoH HaxMypuics, SBHO HE MOHUMAs, YTO
MIPOUCXO/IUT.

— Mp1 3akmtoumnu cornamienue ¢ yenu Kaliput, uto oHa He Oyuer
PacIpOCTPAHITHCS O HAIIUMX MPOTYJIKAX 3a CTEHAMU aKaJeMUU, a Mbl OyiemM
MOJIYaTh O €€ BU3UTE B UepHyto OaiiHio. — MUKa MOJOXKWI PYKy Ha ILIEHO
JleoHa.

— Tbl moHMMaeEIb, YTO OH C TOOOM CHENaeT, eCIM y3HaeT? — TUXHUM,
OMAacCHBIM T'OJIOCOM CITPOCHJI HEKPOMAHT, INISIAS HA MEHS OYEHb CTPaHHO.
Jlaxxe m1a3a MOoTEeMHEJIH.

OTO OH 0 KOM?..

— OH HE MOCMOTPUT Ha TO, YTO Thl — JIEBYIIIKA, — MPOAOJKAN JIeoH,
COBEPIIECHHO COMBasi MEHs C TOJIKY.

A 3areM 510 MEHS JOIILIO.

— Tw1 0 Pece roBopuiiib?..

— JleoH, Mbl monaeM. — Muka KMBHYJ B CTOPOHY MX KOPITyCa, HETTIACHO
npeiarasi OCTajJbHbIM MPUCOEAUHUTHCA. — CKOpO 3aKOHUMTCS JEKLUS, U
Hallle OTCYTCTBHE 3aMeTAT. Kak 1 mMpucyTCTBUE Y BOPOT aKaJIeMUMU.

[IpucoenuHmINCh, K TIpeACeNaTe 0 aJenToB Bce, Kpome AJeib.
Opnako, 3aMeTUB, 4YTO HEKPOMAaHT HE oOpamaer Ha HUX HHUKAKOro
BHUMAaHUSI, MOJIHOCTBIO COCPEJAOTOUYMBIIMCH HA MHE, OHa BCE K€ YIILIA,
OCTAaBJIsIsl HAC HAEJIUHE.

— Thl MOHMMaENb, YTO TBOPHUIIL? — HU3KHUM, JOCEIE HE3HAKOMBIM
rojaocom npopseryan JIeoH, moaxoist KO MHE BILIOTHYIO.

— OH M€HS HE TPOHET, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJIA 5.

— J1a? C 4gero Thl B3sj1a? — I3BUTEIIBHO OCBeAOMMIICS JIeOH, MHTOHALIMU
KOTOPOTO SICHO JaBajid MOHSTh: OH 3HAET O CBOEM POJCTBEHHUKE HEUTO,
Yero He 3Halo .

N 5T0 «HEUTO» MOKET MHE OYEHb HE MOHPABUTHCH. . .

Bot Tonbko nepexxuBarh HE 0 4eM: Pec caMm OTKpbUT JjIsi MEHS ITPOXO/]
Ha TEPPUTOPHIO aKaJIEMUHU.



S ocekna cebs B CBOMX k€ COOCTBEHHBIX MbICIAX. [lepexxuBaTh HE O
yeMm?.. To ecTb s TOACO3HATENBHO TpUCBaWBald Pecy Ty cTeneHb
OMAaCHOCTH, O KOTOPOM cendac npenynpexaaet MeHs Jleon?.. Ho nouemy 4
9TO Jeraro?..

N TyT BCHOMHWINCH CJOBa TOJIyOOINIa30r0  TEJIOXPaHUTEIS
uMneparopa: «Bbl HU B 4eM HE BHHOBATbl. BBl IIPOCTO A0 CHUX IOp HE
MOHSIIN — KTO 5. W 10 KaKOW-TO MPUYMHE HE XOTUTE 3TOTO IOHUMATh.

IToxoxke, nercTBUTENILHO — HE X0uy. He xorena. HecMoTpst Ha «Teruibiii
MpYEeM» B HAIly IIEPBYIO BCTPEUY B PEATbHOCTH. ..

— OH MeHS HE TPOHET, — MOBTOPHJIA SI CHOKOMHO.

Cepatie cTy4ano poBHO.

Kaxkas mMHe, B CyIITHOCTH, pa3HUIIA, HACKOJIBKO XecToK Pec?

A Haiiny cmoco0 BBIOpaThCs U3 CIOXKUBIIETOCS MOJOXKEHUS, s CMOTY
OTBICKaTh WHOW MyTh — KOTOPHIM HE OyIeT CBSI3aH C MOXHU3HEHHBIM
CIYy’)KEHHEM €ro HMIIEpaTOPCKOMY BEJIMYECTBY M C TMOKU3HECHHBIM
coTpyaHuuecTtBoM ¢ 'HeBom Mmmieparopa. A 111 TOr0O MHE HY>KHO CJ€1aTh
HE4YTO OoJbllee, YeM OCBOOOXKICHUE TEJIIOXPAHUTENS BIAJBIKU U3
NECATUIIETHETO 3aTOUCHUS. Teneps 5 MOHsIa 3TO YETKO.

MHe HyXeH m1ad. MHe HyKHbI COIO3HUKU. MHE HY’KE€H TaKOW KO3bIPb,
II0CJIE KOTOPOrO HU HACJIEAHUK, HU UMIIEPATOpP HE CMOTYT OTKa3aTb MHE B
MOeM TMpaBe ObITh CBOOOMHONW. MHE HYXHO 4YTO-TO, 3a 4YTO MOXKHO
3aLEIUTHCH. . .

U ceituac MHe HYXKHO B UepHYIO OaIHIo.

— JleoH, mpoBoiM MEHs 0 OalllHU, MOXKATYyICTa.

Jla, MHE HY>XHBI COIO3HUKH. Tak moueMy Obl HE C/ejlaTh COIO3HUKOM
TOT'0, KTO CIIOCOOEH MPOSIBUTh KO MHE HEMHOI'O UCKPEHHEU 3a00ThI?..

— W >xenatenbHO Tak, 4TOOBI HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI CTPAHHOU (UTYPBHI,
UIyLWEW PSAAOM C JIYUYIIMM YYCHUKOM AaKaJIEeMUHd B CTOPOHY NPUCTAHUILA
u3roes. — S ¢ jerkoi ynabpIOKOM MocMoOTpesia B rofyOble Ta3a HEKpPOMAaHTa,
TaK HallOMMHABIIME TJIa3a ero Opara, 4To... HET, He Oyay AyMaTh 00 STOM.

VYronku ry0 JleoHa 4yTh OpOTHYJIH, a B CJIEAYIOIIEE MTHOBEHHE S
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK HA MOM IJIEYM OMYCTUJIACh KaKasi-TO MOYTH HEBECOMAs
TEJICHA.

— A TO, YTO Jy4YIIMN YYECHUK aKaJEMUH IUIETETCA B CTOPOHY YUepHOou
OallHu W CTOUT Tepe]] Orpajou, MsusiICh B MPOCTPAHCTBO Mepes; coOou, —
3TO, TO-TBOEMY, HHUKOIO HE YAUBUT? — 0€33a00THO CHPOCHUI OH, €Ba
3aMETHO YCMEXAasCh.



— Jlymaro, aienThl MPUIYMaOT, KaK OompaBiaTh CBOETO JIOOMMYHUKA, —
JIETKO OTMAaxHYJAcCh .

Hexotopoe BpeMs Mbl IUTKM MOTYA.

— IloueMy TbI He OBLT 3a BOPOTaMU BMECTE€ CO CBOEH KOMAaHJOWU? —
HETPOMKO ITOUHTEPECOBATIACH 1.

— Ilo ToM xe nmpuyuHe, 10 KOTOPOM HUKAK HE MOI IOBEPUTH, YTO 3a
TBOIO BBIXOAKY Pec TeOst He TpOoHET, — CTpaHHO 0To3Bajics JIeoH.

Sl nonbiTanack OCMBICIUTH CKA3aHHOE U HEAOBEPUYUBO MEPECIPOCHUIIA!

— TeOe BiIETEN0 3a TO, YTO THI HABECTUII MEHS?

— Mmue He nare Jiet, Kaitpa, — urHopupysi Moe >KeJlaHUE€ Ha3bIBAThCS
MOJIHBIM MMEHEM, UyTh JKECTYE OTBETWJ HEKPOMAHT. — «BieTers» MHE He
MOXET B mpuHnume. S — Hacieguuk Hamero poga. Ho To, uro I'HeB
HCIIOPTUII MHE OCTaTOK BBIXOJHOTO, — 3TO ¢akT. U Temeps s Bpoae Kak Mo
JOMAILIHUM apecToM B [[apKCTOyH.

— Hy nuuero ceGe! Tobl B3anepTu Tam, Te BCce B3anepTu! — I3BUTENBHO
bbIpKHYTA 5.

— YroObl ThI MOHUMAJA: y MEHs Oblla cBOOOAA MEpEeMElICHUS, —
CIIOKOMHO MOSICHWI HEKPOMAHT.

To ecTh... mocie Toro, kak JIeoH 3asBuiica B Moil nom, Pec caenan
3aMeuaHue (BBICKAa3bIBaHUE, BEXJIMBYIO WM HE OUYEHb MPOCKHOY,
IpEeaynpexaCHUE) €ro OTIy — IMOCJe Yero OTMHPBICKY OBLIO 3aIperieHo
MOKHUIAaTh TEPPUTOPHUIO aAKAJEMHUHU.

DTO CTpaHHO.

Ecnu HEe BCOMUHATH O... Bparax UMIeparopa.

S 6pocuna ObIcTphIi B3DIAA Ha JleoHa.

He 3Hato, 4TO mpoden B HEM HEKPOMAHT, HO OTBETUJI OH HEOKUIAHHO:

— 4 yxe roopui, mida Peca He cymiecTByeT moHATUS cemMbU. Ero
WHTEpECHl CPOKYCHPOBAHBI HA 3aIIUTE HACJICIHWKA W HA MPOSBICHUU €TO
BOJIH, KAKOH OBl JKECTOKOM OHa HH Oblia.

— JleoH, oH ke BCero JIMIb NONpOoCuil Te0s HE MOKUAATh TEPPUTOPUIO
aKaJIeMUH, — HEMHOTO YIMBIICHHO 3aMETHJIA .

«J1i1a TBOEH ke 6€30MacCHOCTHY, — 3aKOHYHIIA PO ceOsl.

— Ilonpocun? — ycMexHyscsa HEKpOMaHT M MOKadajl rojioBou. — Karipa,
I'nes Mmnieparopa He ipocut. Hukorna. 1 He NpuHOCUT U3BUHEHMUS 34 CBOU
NEUCTBUSL.

Bort ¢ 3tum s Mmoria O0s1 mocioputs. .. Ho He Oyny.

He Oyny mymath 00 3TOM MpecTaBUTENIE UX CTPAaHHON ceMeHKu!



— Yrto THI mOTpeOOBa B3aMEH, MPENJIOKUB CTaTh MOUM CBSI3BHBIM? —
CIpOCHIIa, KOTAa orpaja neped YepHoii OamrHel ctana MassuyuTh BIIEPEIH.

— IIpaBo Ha yciyTy, — KOPOTKO 0TO3BajCs JIEOH.

IIpaBo Ha ycmyry?..

— Yeyry — 4bt0 KOHKPETHO?.. — YTOUHUJIA S

— Yenyry usroeB. Bamelt komanabl B 1ienoM. — ['yObl HeKpoMaHTa
pPaACTSHYJIUCh B TaKOM 3HAKOMOM yCMEIIKe, YTO sl €Ba HE Bo30jarogapuia
He0O: HY HAKOHEI-TO IOSBHUJICS MOW JIFOOMMBIA YeTOYHHMK! A TO g YK
Hayaya NepeknBaTh, 4YTO OH HUCUE3 COBCEM, a EMYy HAa CMEHY IIPUIIEN KAKOW-
TO CEPHE3HBIN MMAPEHDb, MHE HE3HAKOMBIM.

OpIpKkHYJIa U YCTPEMWJIA B30p Ha orpamy. 3amdTHUK HaHu 1mo-
MPEKHEMY MEPEKPBIBAI BXOJ TyTUMH JINAHAMM. . .

Menkass nmama MHE TMpaBo IOTpeOoBaTh OT Hee ycmyry. A Jleon
noTpedoBaj 3TO MPaBo OT BCETO Kypca.

JIroOonbITHAS BBIXOJUT KOMOUHALIUSL. . .

— Kak CHATH... 3T0? — clpocHiia, HE 3HasA, KAK Ha3BaTh €ro... «IUIAII-
HEBUJIUMKY .

— A TBI €70 TTOYYBCTBOBAJIA? — YIMBUIICS HEKPOMAHT.

[Tocmotperna Ha HETO B OTBET. BrIpa3nuTesbHO Tax.

— DOHepromard, — IIOKa4aJl TOJOBOM TEMHOBOJIOCBIM, SIBHO
pa3nocagOBaHHBI MOUM BCEBUISIIIIUM OKOM.
— Kakme ectb, — oOTO3BaJACh s, TMOXHUMAs IUIEYOM; 3aTE€M

MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK C MEHs CJIETaeT MejieHa 3aKisThs. — JlagHo, crnacu0o,
YTO JIOBEI.

— W Bce? — HEMHOTO yIMBIEHHO OMHTEPECOBAJICS JIEOH.

—OM... a4T0 enie? — akTUBHO «HE MOHSIA .

— A TBI HEOMarogapHasl. ..

— A TBI 320B11 0 MOEM «crlacu00», — HAIOMHMJIA €My U Pa3BEPHYIACh.

Bectu pasroBop u nanwiie — He ©Meno cMbicia. Eciau on cHoBa Oyner
HAMEKaTh HA YTO-TO... 3aMPENICHHOE MEXIY HaMH JABYMs, TO Majl0 EMY HE
rmokakercst!

Kak Hu ctpanHo, HO JI€OH CHOKOWHO OTmycTHUa MeHs. M nmaxe He
CKa3aJ HUYEero B OTBET... Tak 4To, JIOWAS 10 3alllMTHUKA, S JOXKJIaJach,
KOTJla OH MEHs MPU3HAET M BIYCTUT Ha TeppuToputo UepHoi OamiHu, a
3aTeM 00epHyJach — YTOObl YBUJETh CIMHY JIYUIIErO YUYCHUKa aKaJeMUH,
YIUISIOIIETOCS. B CTOPOHY CBOETO KOpPITyCa.

— Yyneca, 1a ¥ TOJIBKO, — 3aMETHIIA, CJIETKa IIPUIIOIHAB OPOBH.



U nonuia Kk €eTMHCTBEHHOMY CTPOEHHIO Ha 3TOM YaCTH aKaJIEMHH. ..

YepHast OarHs.

Bce Ttakas ke yepHasi.

U Bce Takas xe ponHas. ..

HecnemHo npeononena pacCTOSHHUE 10 CTYNEHEK, TUXOHBKO OTKpPbLIA
IBEPb, MEPECEKIIA XOJIJI U BOIILIA B TOCTHUHYIO.

— COCKy4YMIIUCH?..



I1aBa 5. Boccoenunenue

Hanu oOepnynach mnepBoil. Tara OT HM3yMJIEHMSI aXX NpUBCTaIa C
kpecna. [ly3ado OTKpbUT pOT, CTOSI MEPEd CTOJIMKOM C KAaKUM-TO CIJIaJIKUM
MAPOTOM B pyKax — SIBHO TOJIBKO U3 Me4r. [ por nuiib XMBIKHYJ, HE BBIKA3aB
IIPU STOM U TOJUKH YAUBJICHUS.

— Kaiipa?!

BopoBka niepBoii npuiiia B ce0s U CTpEMUTENIBHO To101uIa Ko MHe. U
MOYEMY-TO MEPBBIM JIEJIOM MOTporajia BoJIOChl, 00EPHYIACh K OCTAJIbHBIM U
IMPOHUKHOBEHHO COOONIMIIA:

— Hacrosmas.

— 3aeck 4T0, MOM (PaHTOM TMEPHOAUYECCKH MPOTYIUBACTCS? — MOMHSB
oZIHy OpOBB, CITPOCHIIA I C YCMEIITKOM.

— 37ech KTO TOJILKO HE mporynuBaercs. — HaHu Toxe moaHsnack, HO
3alIarajia KO MHE HECHENIHO U 3aMepiia B MOJyMETPE. — YIUBUTEIBHO, KAK
OBICTPO OOWTENIb MHPOBOTO 3j1a TIPEBpaTUIaCh B  YBECEIUTEIBHOE
3aBEJICHUE JIJIS1 BCEX KETAOIIUX 3aUTH.

OHna ocMoTpesia MEHs C HOr JO TOJIOBBI, OLEHHUB (PaCOH IUIAThs U
JTOPOTOBU3HY €T0 Marepuaia:

— Xopomro )uBelb, Jeau 3’ bappo.

— He xanytoch, — ¢ Jerkod ynablOKOW OTBETWJIA 5, 3aT€M 3Ta camas
yapl0Ka MEJICHHO CIOoji3ja C MOEro Jjuna. — YTo 3HauuT «JIsi BCEX
kemarorux»? Kro 3necs Obu1?

— Jlyume cripocu — koro He 0bu10. — TyT U ['por HakoHeI[ OTOpBaJICs OT
nuBaHa. — Crofa He 3alel pa3Be uTo JICHUBBIM. MBI Jaxe CTald OCTABIATH
B OalllHE OJHOTrO CMOTPAIIET0, 4YTOOBI HAIlM BEIIM HE pPa3HECIu Ha
CYBEHHUPBI, TOKA MbI TPOCHKUBAEM 3aHUIIBI HA HYJTHBIX JICKIIHSX.

OHu xo14T Ha yueOy. XOTb YTO-TO XOPOIIIEE.

— Macrep.

Sl nosepuymace k Ily3zawo. Tor crosui, misias Ha MEHsS Kak Ha
nociaHHuiy Xaoca, HM Ooibllle HU MeHblne. Mnu kak Ha Ty camylo
«boruHI0» — 0 KOTOPOM OAHAKBI YIIOMSIHYJI YUUTEIh IPEBHUX PYH.

ITy3a4o mocTtaBWJI IOAHOC C MMUPOTOM HA CTOJIMK, MOMOIIEN KO MHE U
3aCThUI B HEPEUIUTEIbHOCTH Ha MMapy CaMbIX HEJIIOBKUX B MOEH KU3HU
CEKYH]I. A 3aTe€M MOPBIBUCTO OOHSII.



IIpu3HaroCch, HEOKUTAHHO.

N HeynoOHO: MOTOMY YTO sl €/iBa HE CBEPHYJA T'OJIOBYy — YTOOBI MOM
7100 He 3aj1en ero merw. He camas ynoOHas mo3a.

Ho emie — HEMHOXKKO MPUSTHO.

[ly3a4o oTcTpaHUiICS U MOCMOTPET HAa MEHS TJa3aMu 100pOH TETYIIKH
— TOW CaMOM, 4YTO TOTOBA MPOCIE3UTbCS BCSAKWW pa3, Korga BUIUT
J100MMOTr0 COpBaHIIA.

— Ily3a4o, s TOXXE€ COCKy4MJIach, — MPU3HAJIACh, YyBCTBYS Ce0s Ciierka
HE B CBOEH TapeJIKE OT POJIX TOTO CaMOI0 «COPBAHIIA.

B 10 Bpems kak Ily3zauo mpekpacHo omrymiai ce0s B poiu «J100poii
TETYIIKI.

— Macrep, Tbl OOJIBIIION MOJIOIEII.

S HaxMypunace: a 3710 3a 4To?..

— AJenTsl, TUIIUBIINECS BO3MOXHOCTH THOOUTH HAC 3a TO, YTO MBI —
W3T0M, HAIIUIM HOBYIO JIa3€UKy Uil IPOSBIIEHUS CBOMX 4yBCTB. Celvac Haj
HaMH aKTHUBHO CTE€OYyTCsl, YTO MBI — repou, — osiciuia Hanu, mokocuBIIMCH
Ha Ily3a4o. — MBI Tenepp 4T0-TO BPOAE MECTHOU JOCTONPHUMEYATEIIBHOCTH.
Ham naxke oOemanu 3akpbITO€ CIyIIAHUE IO BOMIPOCAM HaIIUX... TM... JIElL.
Ho 310 B HE0003puMOM OyIyIIEM.

— Bbl oOmanuce ¢ Pecom? — chopocuna s, BCIOOMHHUB CJIOBa
rory0oriia3oro, CKa3aHHble Mepe] TeM, KaK OTIPaBUTh MEHS HEU3BECTHO
KyJia.

— Hetr. Mp1 oOmanuce ¢ HaciemaukoM. OnacHblii Twll. ECiau He
CKa3aTh, 4YTO CTpAIlHbIM, — OTBeTWNAa Tara, NpUTparuBasCcb K CBOEH
TAaTyYUPOBKE HA JINIE U, KAXKETCS, JaXKEe HE 3aMedast 3TOro.

Sl He crana noATBEpPKIATH €€ MBICIU. B JaHHOM cilydae sI3bIK MOU —
Bpar Mou. Jly4nie He BhICKAa3bIBATh CBOE MHEHHE O HACJIEIHUKE JI0 TEX TOP,
MoKa HE TOJydy CBOOOMy. A ele Jydile — BOOOIIEe HUKOTAa €ro He
BBICKa3bIBATh.

Tak >KMBETCS CLIOKOMHEE.

— HWurepecno npyroe, — Bcrpsna Hauu. — HHTepecHo, kak TeOs
BBIITYCTWJIN U3 OCOOHSIKA, YUUTHIBASI, UTO ThI €III€ HE TTOTajia Ha CIyIIaHue.

5l BHMMATENIBbHO IOCMOTPENIA HA HEE.

DTOro HE MOXET OBITh.

XOTS HET.

Moxer.

B Hekoropsix Bonpocax Hann HaMHOTO JanbHOBUIHEN MEHS.



— Kax Tb1 goraganacs? — cnpocuiia TUX0, CaMa HE 3Has — [IOYEMY.

— DTO XK€ €CTECTBEHHO: BCE T€ 3arOBOPIIMKH, YTO MPUIOKWIN PYKHU K
3aroueHuto ['HeBa Mmrmeparopa, teneps OyayT TOUMTh 3yObl Ha TeOsA, —
OTBETUJIA MEJIKasi, A/l HA MEHS, KaK Ha... Hy, CKaXeM TaK, HE CaMylo
YMHYIO JI€BUILY.

A nepesena B3nsin Ha Tary. [lo ee nuiy MOXKHO OBUIO TIPOYECTh
aOCOJIIOTHO CIIOKOMHOE comlacue C TMPEIbIAYIIMM BBICKA3bIBAHUEM.
ITokocunack Ha ['pora — TOT CMOTpeNI HA MEHA, KaKk Ha HOBOPOXKJICHHYIO,
KOTOpasi TOJBKO YTO HCHOpTWiIa TejieHKy. Kaxercs, oH MOHsSN, 4TO £
0exalia 10 JaHHOM MBICIIH IT03KE BCEX. ..

— Tak macrtep Tenepb noa yaapom?!

Hy, xBana Xaocy! ‘I — ne nocnennss!

C nerko¥i 6rmarogapHoOCThIO IIsiHYJa Ha [Ty3a4o u B3sia cedst B pyKHu.

— O Kakol JAEpEeBSHHOW WIPYIIKE IIJa peYb B TBOEM IOCIAHUU? —
crpocuia y Tarel, (pOUTHOPHUPOBAB BONPOC ChIHA MEKAPS.

— A BOT 3TO CaMO€ MHTEPECHOE, — XMBIKHYJIa BOPOBKA U KUBHYJA HA
IBEPb TOCTUHOM.

MBI Bce BMECTE€ OTHPABWIMCh K MOel criasibHe. K ClOBy — 3aKkpbITOM
Ha KJIF0Y CITAJIbHH.

— Ilpunuioch cierka yBeJIMUUTh CTENEHb 3allUThl Ha TBOEH KOMHATE.
Hy, TbI 3Haemb — BCAKME TOCTH, HEOXKUJAHHBIE BU3UTEPHI, MTOCIECIOBATEIN
KynbTa M3roes... — ¢bipkHyna Tara, moBopauynBas K04 B 3aMKe.

S He ynmepxanach OT CMENIKA: YK KOMY, KAK HE BOPOBKE, 3HATh, YTO
3aMKH HE 3aluTIT OT Bopa? Ho cioBa mpo KyJbT HAallOMHWJIM HCTOPHIO
nosiBjieHus B akajgeMut Hanu... OHa ke ObljIa 4WICHOM KaKOM-TO 3aKpBITON
CEKTBHI... HE OT HEE JIM 3arepia ABepb Tara?

Merkas cTosyia ¢ TOPABIM U HE3aBUCUMBIM BUJIOM.

— DTO €CTeCTBEHHO, YTO MHE OBIJI0O MHTEpecHO! — 3asBWiIa OHA. — A
KOMY OyZleT HEMHTEPECHO M3Y4YUTh MPEAMET, HEOKUIAHHO TOSBUBIIUICS B
criajibHe 3Hepromara?

S 3akatuna rmaza. XoTh HE BPET — U TO JIAJIHO.

A 3arem Tarta OTKpbUIa ABEPb, 1 MOE€ YIAUBIICHUE MEPECEKIO OTMETKY
«rpaHb (haHTa3UN».

Ha w™moeil kpoBaTu jexana CTaTy3TKa C HU300paX€HHEM MOHCTpa
BBICIIIETO YPOBHS, KOTOPYIO MOKa3al MHE Maructp PoBeH mepesn TeM, Kak A
€ro BbIpyOwUa.



Ha moeilt kpoBatu — ApeBHUN apTedakt, CIOCOOHBINA MOTPY3UTh B COH
MOJTYKPOBOK U BCEX, B UbHMX KMJIaX TEYET KPOBb Xaoca. ..

— Kak 310 0Ka3zanochk 3mech? — cupocuiia sl HalpsH>KEHHO, HE OTPbIBas
7143 OT BEIIHIIbI, KOTOPAsl 3alIPOCTO MOXKET MEHSI YHUUTOXKHTD.

Benp ecnu HaclIleIHUK PEIINUT, YTO S yKpasa €€ u3 okoeB PoBeHa. ..

Cron! A mouemy »TOT apredakt He oOHapyxuiu jronu [peropa?..
Benb oHuM umenu 3amoMHHail-KaMEHb M JIOJDKHBI OBUIA YETKO CJIBIIIATH
MOHOJIOT CEJIOTO MarucTpa O €ro TEOPUH IO MOBOAY MPAaBSIIIEN CEMBH. . .

A TI0TOM J10 MEHS OOIILIO. ..

Maructp HM pa3y 3a BEYEP HE NPOU3HEC CJIOB, ONMMCHIBAIOIIMX JTOT
IIPEAMET, OH TOBOPHJI JIUIIb O TOM, YTO Yy HETO €CTh 3alllUTa OT UMIeparopa!
To, xak BBIIAIUT apTe(dakT, 3HAEM TOJBKO S M OH... M TOT YEJIOBEK, YTO
mpuHEC 3Ty Bemuily B UepHyto OalllHIO U MOJOXKWI HA MO0 MyCTYIOIIYIO
KpOBATb.

— Mp1 He 3HaeMm. IIpocTo cnycTs JeHb Mociie TBOETO OThe3Aa, Korna s
3allia B TBOKO KOMHATy BO BpeMs OOBbICKa JIoMa, 3Ta IITYKOBHHA JeKalla
3ech. — Tara noxana miedamu. — A 410 310?

— Ilomoxmu! Tel ckazanma: Bo Bpemsi oObicka jaoma? A 4YTO BbI
HCKaJIi? — HAXMyPHUJIACh 1.

— Ckopee — koro. bimm3nenoB. X HUKTO HE BUJENI C TOW HOYM, KOIJIA
Thl Ccllajla Maructpa JIOAsSM HaclIeJHUKa, — OTBETW/Ia BOpPOBKa, U 5
MOMOPIIMIIACH OT YCIBIIIAHHOTO.

«Cpmama Maructpay... 3By4UT Y»KAaCHO. 3aTO OYE€Hb YETKO OIHUCHIBAET
YTOJ 3pEHHUSI BCEX AJENTOB aKaJEMUMU.

— OHM CUJIBHO JABAT? — CIIPOCHUJIA S THXO.

— MBsI BeITEpniMM, — NpocTo ckazana Hauu. — [maBHOe, yTOOBI OBLIO
M3-3a YETO TEPIIETh.

Ee Hamek ObLT po3payeH, KaK CTEKIIO.

— S HeckosmbkO pa3 roBopwia U ¢ PecoM, M C HacIeIHUKOM, —
MIPOU3HECHA 1 OTPBIBUCTO, pa3BOpaunBasich K HEMl. — Eciau nmogHuMy Bompoc
elie pa3, MEHs MPOCTO MOCTaBIAT Ha MecTo. I 0 cBOOO/Ie MOXKeETe 3a0bITh.
Hagcerna. To, uro ObUI0 HaM 00€IIaHO, MBI MOJYYUM; IJIJaBHOE TYT — HE
JTABUTh.

— Thl HE MOXeENTb OBITh B 3TOM yBEpEHa, — 3aMeTuI [ por.

— A g u He yBepena. [loromy xody caenate HedTro OoJsbllee, YeEM
ocBoOoxienune ['neBa Imneparopa. M HaneroCh, 4TO BBl MHE TIOMOXKETE. .. —
S momonuana, cxxvmasi KyJlakd, a 3aTeM Bblnanuia: — Sl Xody pacmyTaTh



ATOT KIYOOK MHTPUT 0 KOHLIA M BBIACHUTH, KTO CO3[a€T 3arOBOP IMPOTHUB
MMIIEPATOPA — U TIOYEMY.

CkenTU4HbIE B3MVISAbI N3TOEB HE IPUOABUIIN MHE YBEPEHHOCTH B cele.

— 3Har, KaK 9T0 3BY4uT. Ho HaM Hy>XEH BECOMBIM apryMEHT, YTOOBI
MBI UMEJU TPaBo TpeOOBaTh CBOEH CBOOO/BI.

51 He cTana yTOYHSTh, UTO BECOMOCTh HYKHA IIPE¥KJIE BCETO B CIydae ¢
[ly3auo. B 3To#t mapTuu HE MOJDKHO OBITH OTCTArOIIUX. Bece MOmKHBI OBITh
PaBHBL.

— Thl He MHOTO Ha cebst Oepelib? YUUThIBasi, KTO Thl U KaK MHOTO ThI
3Haelllb O TailHaX MMIEPaTopcKoro JBopa? — MOAHSAB OpOBb, CHOKONHO
crpocuna Hanwu.

— Ecnu s ckaxy Tebe, 94To JeKUT HAa MOEH KpOBaTH, Thl 3a0eperh CBOU
cioBa Hazal. K Tomy ke — s celyac B CaMOM LEHTPE 3TUX CaMbIX
IBOPILIOBBIX TaWH. U #a, y Hac 0 CUX MOp €CTh HEKOTOphIE MPOOJIEMBI B
BO3MOKHOCTH CBOOOJHOTO MEpEMENIEHHs, a TaKKe — B JIOCTYIE K HY>KHOU
uH(popMaIuu, HO KOrJja HaM 3To Memano? Bbl )KUBeTe B CTEHAX aKaJeMUH,
KOTOpasi CIABUTCS Jydlleid OMOIMOTEKON UMIEPHUH, TIOCIIE UMIIEPATOPCKOM,
KOHEYHO. Sl — 4YyTh JIM HE KaXIbl JI€Hb BWXKYChb C HACICIHUKOM H
IIOCTOSSHHO KOHTAKTHPYI0 C €ro TeloxpaHureneM. Bce, 4YTo Ham
HEO0OXOAMMO, — 3TO HAUTHU MOIXOA K HY>KHBIM JTFOMISIM.

Hexoropoe BpeMst oHM Mon4anu, misaas Ha MeHs. U 1 yyBcTBOBaIa, Kak
Ta CTeHA HEJI0BEpHs, YTO CTOsJIa MEKy HAMHU C CaMOro Hadajia, BUOpUpPyeT
MI0JT HAITOPOM JOBOJIOB M OOIIETO «HAI0.

— A, Xaoc co BCEM ATHUM 3ApaBbIM CMBICIOM! — IEPBOM OTMAXHYJIACh
Tara. — Padbpmie W 0Opo TENOXpPaHUTENS UMIEpPATOpa JIyMalld, 4YTO
OCBOOOAUTH €r0 HEBO3MOXKHO. .. HaM Heuero TepsATh, MOKa Mbl HE MOy YUIH
CBOIO CBOOOJTY.

— Pa3Be uTO *Xu3HB, — pasymHo HanomHmiIa Hanu. — Ho s ¢ TobOoi
cornacHa, Kaipa. Hac 31ech 1 Tak CUMTAIOT «T€pOSIMIA» — MMYCTh MOKA YTO U
HE COBCEM 3aCIIyKEHHO, BeJlb BCIO paboTy ¢ ['HEBOM mpojenania Thl OHA. ..
[Topa onmpaBaarh uykue HaJeKAbl. 3A0AHO XOTh BeTpsixHeMcsa. Cunets 6e3
Jiena — y’KacHO CKYYHO.

— He yBepeH, 4T0 Mbl CMOXKEM CAENATh YTO-TO, HE UMES PYK U MMAPOYKHU
yIIEN 3a CTEHOM. — [ por cinokuit pyku Ha rpyau. — OQHAKO ThI TENEPH y HAC
noutn Jemu. W moutrm mimaBa poxa. Ilopa oO3aBectuch BceMu
HEOOXOAMMBIMH JIJIs1 TTIOI0OHOTO MOYETHOTO 3BAHUS aTPUOYyTaAMHU.



— KakuMn? — cMepuB €ro KpaCHOPEYMBBIM B3INIAOM, CIIPOCHIA S, —
[Tapoukoil HaeMHBIX youiil? Mnu mapoukoit BOpoB?

— Hy, u Bop, u youiina y Te0st uIyT B KOMIUIEKTE, — KUBHYB Ha Taty u
Ily3audo, 3ameTuna Hanwu.

— A Takke — SMOIMOHAJIBHO HECcTaOWIbHAs CEKTaHTKa u Oyraii,
0003JIEHHBIN Ha CTpaXKy UMIIepaTopa, — BEpHyJa MNuiIbKy Tara.

— Tak KOro ’xe¢ MHE HE XBaTaeT?

— Cnyxku Ha moOeryikax, — pacTsHyja ryosl B ynpiOke Hanm. —
Takoro, 4ToObl He TpuBJIEKal K ce0e BHUMAHHUS M MOT IpoOUpaTrhCcs B
mo0yto eipy. EcTh KTO Ha npumere?..

S Heoco3HaHHO NpHKycwia ry0Oy, pa3MbIIUISS HaJ TEM, 4TO MHE
IIPOCTO HE MOIJIO TaK IOBE3TH. ..

— S He xouy OodbIe HUKOTO YyOuBaTh, — mnpoTsHyna I[ly3ado,
HaXMYPHUBILHKCH.

— Tebe um He mpuaercs. JlocTaToyHO co3AaTh OTHEHHBIM IIAp TEX
pa3MEPOB, 4YTO ThI IPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAT Ha IEPBOM JIEKIMH C Maramu
OTHsI, — OTMaxHyJach oT Hero Hanu, — M Kenaromuye CnopuTh MTHOBEHHO
OTCTYIISITCSA OT CBOMX B3IVISIZIOB B IOJIb3Y HAILIKX.

— Ho 4... — nawan Ily3ado, BUAUMO, HE OYEHb JOBOJIBHBIA POJIBIO
«HAEMHOTO YOUMIIBIY.

— Y MeHs ecTh Koe-KTo Ha mpuMmere. Ho s oOpairych Kk HEeMy JUIIb
IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK MCIOJb3yI0 BCE BAPUAHTHI B MOUCKE OJIM3HELIOB — U HE
HaWly X, — cKazaia s.

— D10 TpaBWIbHO. biM3HENBl — WaeanbHbIE UCTIOTHUTENMN MOJI0OHBIX
3a7laHui, — KuBHyIa Tara.

— Ho onu c6exanu. He 3naems — nouemy? — cnpocuna Hauu, msns
MHE B IJ1a3a.

— IloBepp, cama X04y y3HaTh OTBET HA ATOT BONPOC, — OTBETHWJIA S
CIIOKOMHO U XOJIOJHO.

A o0si3aHa HaiiTu OpaTheB. OHU — MOSI CBSI3YIOIIAsI HUThH C Hell. . .

C KeHIIMHOM, 4TO Mepeana BMECTE C HACIEACTBOM CIMIIKOM MHOTO
CEKPETOB.

— Tak uyto 3TO0 3a apredakt?.. — BO3Bpalllas MEHS B PEabHOCTb,
NOMHTEPECOBaNach MeJikasi U (OBIPKHYJAa B OTBET HA MOW BBIPA3UTEIbHBIN
B3IVIs1. — bpock, 3T0 sicHO, kKak O0xul JeHb. [IpocTas nepeBsinHas gpurypka
HE BbI3BaJIa ObI CTOJIBKO yKaca Ha TBOEM JIHIIE.



— Xopor1io, s pacCKaxy, 4To 3TO 3a Bemlb. Ho BBI JOKHBI 3HATH, 9TO. ..
Ecnm no Hacnmegnuka MOHIET BECTh O TOM, YTO MBI XpaHUM €€ y ce0si, — Hac
BCEX MOTYT TMOBecUTh. be3 paccmpocoB m jgonrmx pa3roBopoB. JKemaHue
y3HaTh — BCE €IIe IPUCYTCTBYET?..

Heckonbko yacoB OBLUIO MOCBSIIEHO pa3roBOpaM 00 apTredakrax u ux
CO3JaTeNsAX, O Bparax HMIEPATOpa, IPEINOIOKNATEIBHO HAXOMAIIUXCS
BHYTPH CTEH aKaJIeMHH, U TIONBITKE COCTABUTH IJIaH JEHCTBUM — YUUTHIBAS,
YTO MHE BPSiJ JIM MO3BOJIAT MOCEmarh JlapkCTOyH KaxIbpld IeHb, a JleoHa
BOOOIIIE JIMIINIIU MpaBa MepeMelIeHUs] U CBA3HOIO Y Hac HET U He OyJerT...
B o6miem, Ha3BaTh IUIaH YHBUIBIM HE IO3BOJIsIA TOPAOCTh, HO OT 3TOTO
MEHEE YHBUIBIM OH HE CTAHOBUJICS.

K Tomy MOMEHTY, Kak Ha CTOJUILy OMyCTHJIACh HOYb, Mbl MPUIILIU K
HECKOJIbKUM Ba)KHBIM BBIBOZAM.

Bo-nepBbIX, HYXHO HaWTHU co3jparens apredakTta — a IO CJIoBaM
CaMOr0 HACJIETHUKA, TAKUE BEIIUIIBI MOSABIIAIOTCS KPalHE PEIOKO, 3HAUYMT, U
MacTE€pOB JHEM C OTHEM HE CBICKAaTh, YTO OYEHb CYXAeT Kpyr HalIuX
ITIOMCKOB.

Bo-BTOphIX, MpUAyMaTh KaKylO-TO MIHUQPPOBKY — CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN
CJIOBaph TEPMHUHOB, — YTOOBI HMMETh BO3MOXKHOCTH OOIIATHCA dYepe3
OOBIYHOTO MOCBHUIbHOrO. COOCTBEHHO, BO BpEMSI MPUIYMBIBAHHUS 3TOTO
CaMOT0 «CJIOBaps» sl U BRIPYyOUIIaCh.

WN3nararb wW3rosM MOM JOTAaJKM O TOM, YTO HMIEPATOP M €TI0
HACJIEHUKN — HE JIFOAW B OOLIENPHUHATOM NMOHMMAHUU 3TOTO CIIOBA, S HE
Morta. Kak u pacckaspiBaTh O cuiie 3HEpromaroB. Bce 3Th TeMbl ObLIM
CTpPOTro MOJ 3apeToM. Takxe sl He MOIvla Iepecka3arb UM Bce MOAPOOHOCTH
MOETO CIyIIAHUsl — IMOTOMY KaK OHO ObUIO 3aKpBITBIM U COAEPkAI0 MHOTO
cekpeTHOM uH@opMmanuu. Bce 3TO CUIbHO AaBUJIO Ha MEHS M OYEHb
TOPMO3UJIO MpolecC padoThl, HO TYT 5 HUYETr0 He Moria noaenarb. Jlyure
OBITh 3aIMILIEHHBIM OT TailH UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMBH. . .

[lepexxnBaHus AOKOHAIM MEHs, IIO3TOMY, KOIZIAa HA4aJCs IPOLECC
OpuAyYMKH mmu@dpa, s YyKE€ HUYEro He cooOpakada M IO3BOJIMIIA
OTSKEJICBIIEH TOJI0OBE YIOTHEHBKO YCTPOUTHCS HA CTOJICIIHUIIE. . .



IIpocHynmace s OTTOro, 4TO IOYYBCTBOBAJIA BCIUIECK CHWIIBL. XOTS
«IIPOCHYJIACH» — 3TO TPOMKOE CJIOBO. B moiynpemMe ormeruna, 4To KakKum-
TO 00pa3oM Mpolia 4Yepe3 TPEUMHy B MPOCTPAHCTBE U BOOOIIE — BUIIY B
BO3JIyX€, ylAepKUBaemasi KEM-TO WUJIM YE€M-TO. YIUBHUTEIBHO, HO MHE OBbLIO
yI00HO, TIOTOMY, KOTJIa 3TOT «KTO-TO» WM «YTO-TO» TMOMBITAJICS MEHS
VIOXKUTh Ha (IPEANOIOXKHUTENbHO) TMOCTENb, S BUENWIACH B CBOE
MEPEHOCHOE YCTPOMCTBO OOEUMH pPyKamH, YTHIKAsCh BO YTO-TO TEILJIOE
LIEKOM.

Eme oauH BCIuieck CHWIIbL, HA ATOT pa3 — YAUBUTEIBHO 3HAKOMOW...
Crnerka ornymui rpoM... IToToM Bce OBICTPO MpPeKpaTwyioch, HO KTO-TO
CMa4yHO BBIpyTaJICs, AaOCOJIOTHO WTHOPUPYS TMPUCYTCTBUE JIEAU B
noMenieHud. To ectp — MeHd. Mou pykKu NOepexBaTWid, a TeJo
MAKCHMAaJbHO OTOJIBUHYJIM OT JEpKAIIEro. JDTO MOYEMY-TO IOKa3aJ0Ch
OYEHb OOUJHBIM, W $ MOMNBITAJIACh BEPHYTh TEIUIO 4YyXoro tena. Ho
MONBITKA TMPOBAIWIACh, 4 S OKa3ajlach Ha KpOBAaTH, CO CBEIACHHBIMU HA
Ipyau pyKaMH, — U TOCIIe OYepeTHON MOpIHKU 0TOOpHOM pyranu. BooOre,
ApeMa Hayaja IOCTEIIEHHO OTCTYyNaTh, U IIEPBOE, YTO s ITOYYBCTBOBAJA, —
ATO KaK HEYIOOHO B ILIATHE. ..

Pyky HEOCO3HAHHO MOTSHYJIHMCH K KOPCETY B MOIMBITKE PACIIHYPOBATh
TO, 4YTO MEIIAJ0 HOPMAaJbHO [bIlIaTh, a 3aTe€éM KOpPCET CaM Hadall
pPaCIIHYpOBBIBAaTbCS, W 5, JOBOJIbHAs, PACKUHYJIA PYKH B CTOPOHBI H
caenana nIyOOKHM BAOX... TEHEPh U YCHYTh MOXHO... KopceTr nmpomomkan
pacciabisThCsa, a YbU-TO MaJbIbl BCE Yallle KacaluCh Teja, MPUKPBITOTO
JWIIb COPOYKOM, CIYCKasiChb BHU3 MO XWUBOTY... Jla, y atoro Hapszaa
IIHYpPOBKA CIIEPE/IH. .. MoYeMy g 00 3TOM noaymaina?..

A TOpPUKOCHOBEHHS IIOYEMY OCTAHOBWIMCH?.. BbUIO OpUATHO — U
HEMHOI'O BOJHHUTENBbHO. BecnomHwica Pec W Ham Hegoirud mouenym B
UYepHoii OariHe... a e11e TOT MOMEHT, KOIJla OH OCTaBWJI MEHs 0€3 IUIaThs,
3a YTO IOJYYUJI MOLICYUHY. ..

— Pec... — BBIpBanoch U3 MOETo pTa camo COOOMH.

KakuM MuibiM oH ObLI, KOTJ@ MOJYad M CMOTpPENl Ha MEHS CBOMMH
BHUMATEJIbHBIMHU, MBITAIOIMMUCS IIOHATH [NIA3AMHU. . .

HeoxxnmanHO BCe 3BYKM 3aTHXJIM — JAXe 4YyXKO€ JbIXaHUE, KOTOPOE,
KaK METPOHOM, YCBITUISIZIO MEHSI pa3MEPEHHOCTHIO U CIIOKOKMCTBUEM. KTO-TO
JIETKO TPUKOCHYJCS K MOHMM BOJIOCAM, PACKUHYBIIUMCS IO TOAYIIKE.



[Touemy-T0 s Hayajla WM 3aBUJIOBAaTh... W HE TMPOCTO 3aBHUAOBATh.
HeoxunanHo ¢pu3uYecKu OlyTUIa NOTPEOHOCTh B Uy>KOM ITPUKOCHOBEHUU
U TIepexBaTuja YYXKyIH0 PYKy — 4YTOOBI TOJIOXKUTh €€ Ha IIEHTP CBOEH
rpynHo kneTkd... He 3Hato mouemy. HaBepHoe, MHE TPOCTO HEOOXOAUMO
MOYyBCTBOBATH ATO TEILIO, KOTOPOTO 5 TaK JIOJITO ObliIa JUIICHA. . .

TkaHb COPOYKM HEBEPOSTHO TOHKAs, HO Jake OHA Mmemaer...
MOJIHSAJIA BTOPYIO PYKY, YTOOBI CTAHYTh MaTepuai HIXKE, HO dyXkas JaJ0Hb
BIPYT TMOMNbITAJaCh OTOPBAaTHCS OT MOEH TPyIHU, U S BIEMWIACH B HEE
o0erMu pyKkaMu, yJepK1UBasi Ha MECTe.

Mnue nysrcno smo npuxocroserue!!!

Bcemeck cunbl! A pe3ko OTKpbLIa Mia3a, OLIyIIasi, CIOBHO MEHS
OKYHYJII B KAKOM-TO HMHOM BO3AYyX, M YyCTABWJIACh HA TEIOXPAHUTEIIS
BJIQJIBIKM, 3aCTHIBIIETO TIEPEA0 MHOM C BBITSIHYTOM BIEPE]l PYKOU.

DTy €ro KOHEYHOCTb 51 U yAEPKUBAJIa HA CBOEU IPyAu BCEMU CBOUMU
CWJIAMHU... U, BBIXOJUT, JaKe MOMNaB B KOKOH roiy0oria3oro, He OTIYCTUIIA
€€ HU Ha CEKyH]Y...

Pe3ko BeImycTwia 7nagoHb Peca, eaBa caep)kaBIIUCh, 4YTOOBI HE
cAenarhb Iar Ha3a.

— 4... — XoTenock onpaBaarbCs 3a 3TOT HEOKUAAHHBIA MPUCTYIT TOCKH
I10 TEILTY YYXOTr'0 TeJa, KOTOPOTo 5, KAXKETCsI, HUKOITIA TOJIKOM U HE 3HaJa...

Ho 3amomnyana, BcTpeTuBmucs ¢ mmasamu Peca.

— Yero BbI XOTUTE? — HATPSKEHHO CIIPOCHIT OH.

— $l... — Ha a10T pa3 cienoBano OmpaBaaThCs 3a CBOE MOJTYaHUE, HO S
BHOBb 3aMOJIKJIa, BieyariaeHHas B3nsigom [ HeBa Mmneparopa.

— S He TOT, KTO BaM HY»€H, XaoC Bac paszaepu! — ¢ HEOXKHJIaHHOU
3710C¢ThIO npoueaui Pec. — CKoJbKO el1ie Hy»KHO OObSICHATh?

— C 4ero BbI B3sJIM, YTO Bbl MHE HYKHbI? MHE HET 110 Bac aena. S xouy
n30aBUTKCS OT BAIlIeTo OOIIECTBAa KaK MOXKHO ObICTpei! — BhImanuma s, easa
71 oTJaBas ce0e OTUeT B CKa3aHHBIX CJIOBAX.

— JMaxe Tak? — cTpaHHO oTo3Bajcs Pec.

— Tonpko Tak! — orpyOuiia s, emie He JO KOHIIA OCO3HABas, YTO ATO
peAIbHO TPOUCXOUT.

— Torma Bce npoure. Bam nydiiie HeHaBUAETh MEHS, YEM JyMaTh, 4TO
MHE HY>KHO Yalle yJIbl0aThCsl.

OmrapaimieHHass NOPOUCXOASIIMM, s CMOTpela Ha HEro IIUPOKO
PACKPBITHIMHU TJIa3aMH.



— IloueMy BBI Tak ToBOpUTE? — BBIPBAJICA W3 MEHS €Ba CIBIITHBIN
BOIIPOC.

— Iloromy uto s — I'meB Mmneparopa, — mo cioram mpousHec Pec,
OyKBaJIBHO MTPUOMBAsI MEHSI K TIOJTY B3TJISIIOM.

— DTO HE UAarHo3. ITO BCETO JIUIIb JIOJ>KHOCTb.

— D10 00JBIIIE, YEM JOIKHOCTh. ITO CYyTh. DTO MUPOBO33PEHHE.

— DTo nBa CJIOBAa, M3-3a KOTOPBIX BbI JHIIAeTe Cce0s BO3MOXKHOCTHU
4yBCTBOBaTh. M1 ObITH caMuM co00ii!

— BbI noHATHS HE MMeEeTe — Kakou 1! — HanpsKeHHO mapupoBai Pec.

— Bbl He mpaBbl. Bbl moka3biBaeTe ceOs HACTOSIIEr0 dYaile, 4eM
npeanosnaraere! — orouna s. — [logymaiite — ¢ uero Ob1?!

Pec cMoTpen Ha MeHSI B yHOp M TSKEIIO MBI, CJIOBHO M30 BCEX CHUJI
CHAEP>KUBAJ OTBET.

— Yero Bam OosiThes 31ech? BHyTpu coOcTBeHHOTO KOokoHA? Hukto He
CMOTPUT Ha Bac, HUKTO HE CIEIUT 33 KaXKIbIM BamnM marom! — B3maxHyB
pyKamu, s BBIIUIECHYJIA BCE€ CBOE OTYasHUE, BCE CBOE JKEJIaHUE 3HaTbh, UTO
OH Ha CaMOM JIeJI€ TyMAaeT.

W 910 OH Ha caMOM JieJie YyBCTBYET!

— BbI gymaere, 4to g 0010Ch?.. — HEIOBEPUMBO cripocui Pec.

— Hukak unade s 3T0 OObSICHUTH HE MOTY!

— Iloromy 4TO BBl MajieHbKas DIyIas JEBYOHKA, KOTOpPAsl MOHATHS HE
HMMEET, Ky/a 3aje3ia, — npoueaui Pec, HABUCHYB HaJl0 MHOM.

— B kokoH Barei cuiibl, eciu ObITh KOHKPETHOM, — MPOIeAnsIa U 5, HE
MyTasiCh €ro B3MIIAIA.

— Xaoc! YUTto TBOpUTCS B TBOEW TrOJIOBE?.. — C KAKOW-TO CTPAHHOMU
WHTOHAIMEN BAPYT COPOCHII TEIOXPAHUTENIb UMIIEPATOpa, OTYETO s Havalia
OIIYIIATh c€0sl HEpa3yMHBIM JAUTSTEH. ..

— Xaoc " TBOPUTCH... — BBIJOXHYJIAa, HE HMEs OOJbIIE CHIIBI
CAepKUBaTh CBOE kelanue. — OOHMMUTE MEHS, TTOKATYHCTa.
—Yr0?..

— Bam ke HecloxkHO... I HUKOMY HE CKaxy... MHE O4E€Hb HYXKHO,
YTOOBI BBl MEHS OOHSUIH. ..



[u1aBa 6. To, 0 yeM Jgy4nie MOJI4aTh

Pec cros, pacTepsaHHO I Ha MEHS, U, KaXKE€TCs, BIIEPBBIC HE 3HAI,
YTO AeJIaTh.

— 5l Bac HE OYEHb MOHMMAKD, — HAKOHEI] IIPOU3HEC OH.

— S cama cebs yxe He TOHMMAr, — IOKayaja TOJIOBOM, a 3aTeM
CIIpsiTaJia JIULO B JIAJIOHSX.

MHe BooOI111e HEe 0 HeM HYXKHO aymarh! UTo s 31ech aenaro?..

Hexoropoe BpeMst Mbl MOJIYa CTOSIJIA, KaXKAbI B CBOMX MbICIAX. Mnu
ATO TOJIBKO 51 ObLIa B CBOMX MBICIISIX, @ TEIOXPAHUTENIh UMIIEPATOPa MPOCTO
CMOTpEJ Ha MEHS.

— Bbl DOMHMTE O TOM, 4YTO MOPOM3ONUIO B JEHb BaIlEro
OCBOOOXEHUS? — TUXO CITPOCHIIA, HE OTPBIBAs PYK OT JIUIIA.

— 4l Hauan BcmoMHuHATh 00 3TOM Ha TPETUH JEHB IOCIE pa3pyIICHUs
KOKOHA, — YETKUU OTBET.

3Hauut, ToMHUT. U TO, Kak s BOMBaja ero B CTEHY, M TO, KakK s 10 3TOT0
1[€JI0BaJIa €T0 B I'yOBbI.

— Ilouemy BbI HUYETO HE CKa3aJIN?

— Kak BBl 3TO cebe mpeacTaBisieTe? — POBHBIM TOJIOCOM
MonHTepecoBajcs Pec, oTBedast BOMpOCOM Ha BOIIPOC.

— V¥V Bac... y Bac HUKOTJAa HE OBUIO JTUYHOW XKM3HU? — Opocuna s
MOCJIEHIOK) YIOUKY.

JIOKHO K€ BCE ATO XOTh YeM-TO OOBSICHSITHCS.

— VYV MeHs ObUIO JTOCTaTOYHO JKSHIMMH. MHOTHE XOTAT JeYb II0J
CUJIbHEHIIero Mara uminepud. W 1og  JWMYHOTO — TEJIOXPaHUTEINS
MMIIEpaTopa, — CIOKOMHO OTBETUJ Pec, a s moyyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO HAYMHAKO
KPacCHETb. ..

OH HE JEBCTBEHHUK, KaK s... OH MMEJI MHOIO CBSI3€H... OH IMPOCTO
MHOM HE 3aMHTEPECOBAH. ..

— Heyxenu s BaM COBCEM HE HPABJIIOCh? — BBIPBAJIOCH Y MEHSI IIPOTUB
BOJIU.

— Kalipur, Bam ceMHaauars Jiet, — npousnec Pec.

— A Bam 4TO, cT0? — S HakOHEl OMyCTWJIa PYKHM U MOCMOTpENa Ha
HETO.

— MHe Tpuaarbs BOCEMb.



— Bam gBaanate Bocemb. JlecsTh JIeT BBl ObLIM B cTa3uce!

— S necars net Opoaua Mo COOCTBEHHOMY KOKOHY O€3 CO3HaHUs, —
orpe3ann Pec TakuM rojocoMm, 4YTO MOE JKEJIAHUE INPOHOJDKATH CIIOP
HEMEJICHHO IIPOIIAJIO.

— Ilpocture, — BBIAABWIIA Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO TOMUTEIBHBIX CEKYH]
MoOJTYaHus, — 51 Ooybllle HEe MOOECIOKOI Bac Mo 3Tomy mnooay. [Ipory,
BEPHUTE MEHS B PEATIbHOCTb.

B cnenyroniee MrHOBEHHE S OKa3alach B CBOEH CIIAJIBHE C JAJOHBIO
Peca, npwxkaroii k wMoel rpyau. OcBoOonuia €ro pyky, HEJIOBKO
OTOABUHYJIACH HA moctenu. CTsaHyna Kpas IUIaThs, TPUKPBIBAST HMKHIOKO
COpPOYKY.

— byasre no00Opel... — mOpous3HecHa €ABa CIBIIIHO, HAJEACh, YTO
TEJIOXPAHUTENIO UMIIEpaTopa He HY)KHO OOBSICHATS, T/1€ JBEPb.

Pec noxHsics, ctapasich HE CMOTPETh HA MEHS, U BBILIE B KOPUIOP.

— Kommap... kommap... Kommap, — paCKayuBasiCh Ha MECTE, HadaJia s
HIENTATh, BHOBb 3aKPbIBas JINLIO PyKaAMH.

CrbI1 3aII0IHUII MEHS BCIO, 0 KpaeB... Ha uto 1 Hagesnace? [louemy
pemmna emy OTKpbIThes?.. [loueMy He cnemama BHA, 4YTO BCE, 4YTO
MPOMU30IIIO, — CITYYaHHOCTB?..

He moHmmaro, Kak COH CMOpHWJI MEHs, HO INPOCHYJIACH S C YETKUM
OCO3HAHUEM: 3TO ObLIT XYAIINA MOMEHT B MOEH JKU3HH. ..

W Gonbllie OH HE NOJKEH MOBTOPUTHCA. boibliie s HU Tiepen KeM He
YHUXKYCh. Ml HM y KOTO HE MOMpPOIIy OJU30CTH.

Her.

Ecnu MHE CyXJIeHO TPOXKUTH KU3Hb 0€3 MPUKOCHOBEHU, TO 5 IPOILy
3TO MCHBITAHUE C TOCTOMHCTBOM.

[locne Bcex BOAHBIX NpPOLEAYp S BEpHYJACh B CHAIbHIO, YTOOBI
OJIEThCS K 3aBTPaKy, 1 0OHAPYKUJIa 3aITUCKY Ha CBOEM CTOJIMKE.

— JloHH, OT KOTO 3T0? — CIIpOoCuIIa, IPOXOAs K 3epKally.

— DTO OT HACIEIHUKA, MOJOJIasi TOCIOXa, — C CYE€BEPHBIM CTPaxoM
oTBeTwiIa [{oHH.

— OH cam niepenan? — yIuBUIIACH S1.



— I'ocnonun Pec nepenan. Ckasan, 4To OT HACJIEIHUKA, — 3aTapaTOPHIIA
Ta.

BrixonuT, oH Tenepb OyAeT o0IIaThbCsi CO MHOM 4Yepes3 Ciyr?..

Urto x, ero mpaso...

OTKpBIB 3aMKCKY, yOeIUIach, 9YTO OHA IEUCTBUTENHHO OT [ peropa.

— Yto Tam, momonas rocmnoxa? — C JOOONBITCTBOM CIPOCHJIA MOS
TOPHUYHAsI-3KOHOMKa-NoBapuxa-u-Xaoc-3HaeT-KTO-E1IE.

— IIpennoxenne noceTuts 30anne cyaa. Ceromgus.

— Ho pa3Be cyn He yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEN?

— Cyn?.. Ja... S nomxHa MOCMOTPETh HA MECTO, TAE MHE MPEACTOUT
BBICTYIATh... — 3aBHCHYB HEHAJOJIT0 B CBOMX MBICISIX, HEOPEKHO
OTMaxHyJach 4. — JJonu!

— Jla, Moisiofasi rocroka! — MTHOBEHHO OTO3BaJIaCh JIEBYIIIKA.

— Moii BHEIIHUI BUJI. .. JOJKEH TTOpaXKaTh BOOOpaKeHUE.

['ma3a ciy>kaHKH 3aropeiuch.

— BBl mokopuTe BCex, MOsI TOCIIOXKA, — C XUTPHIM MPUITYPOM KHBHYJIA
OHa.

[lockonbKy K 3aBTpaKky s HE BbIIUIA (MpUYECKa W3 COTHHU, €CIIM HE
THICSIYM TOHKUX JIOKOHOB 3aHsuia OOJibllie BPEMEHHU, YeM s OXHUaasa),
BcTpeua ¢ PecoM mpomsonuia y skumaxa. TenoxpaHWTENb HMIEparopa
Jake He B3IVISIHYJI Ha MEHsI, Korjia s MOoAOUUIa, — JIMIIb HOJaNl PYKY, YTOOBI
MOMOYb 3a0paThCsi BHYTPb.

HeeposiTHO 1oporoe Kpy’eBo, B KOTOPOE CEroAHs Oblja 3aKOBaHa MOsI
JaJI0Hb, PUBJIEKIIO €r0 BHUMAHHE, HO 51 OBICTPO CKPBLIACh B KapeTe.

JHopora 3ansina Oosbliie mojiyyaca, U g ycrena MpUBECTH CBOU MBICIU
B IIOPSAOK M HACTPOUTBHCS HA CEPBE3HBIM JlaA. 1o, 4TO OH TEmepb He
CMOTPHUT Ha MEHS U AK€ HE NMPUBETCTBYET, — TOJIIBKO K Jydmemy. Mexay
HaMU HHUYEro He MoxeT ObiTh. [lopa 3a0bpiTh 000 BceM, 4YTO 4
HanpuIyMblBaja cede Mpo ITOro YesloBekKa. ..

Kopoue, x 3manuio cyaa s moabexana, yxe Oyaydd cOOpaHHOW U
rotoBoii k OutBe. [la, cmymanue mo pgeny ['meBa Mmmeparopa Oyxaer
HacTosield OUTBOM, B KOTOPOM s HE MMEIO MpaBa mpourparhb. S momkHa
IIOKa3aTh BCEM, HACKOJBKO CHJIbHA HOBas Imasa poxa (3 bappo. A He mory
pPacCUMTHIBATH HA OJArOCKIOHHOCTh OCTaJIbHBIX 3HATHBIX CEMEMN — 3HAUMT, 5
JOJKHA TIOHPABUTHCS MTPOCTOMY Hapoy. B iro6oM ciayuae 3To ciayiaHue —
Hayasio moero nytd B CpeaumMupbe: Kak Mara C 3alpeTHOW CHJIOW, Kak



HACJICTHULIBI U3BECTHOM (DaMUJIUU M KaK TOM, YTO KOTJa-HUOYAbh OTBOIOET
CBOIO CBOOOJTY.

BriOpaBmnice U3 KapeTbl, s TOpAO TMOAHSATIA NOAOOPOJOK U
CTPEMHUTENIPHO BOIIUIa B 3JaHUE OOIIECTBEHHOIO Cyla, WTHOPHUPYS
MPWIMYECTBYIONIYIO JaMaM CKOpocTh. Bammsinm Peca obGxuran crivHy, HO
Jake He MoayMalia o0OpayuBaThCs: MYCTh 3HAET, YTO OTHBIHE MBI HJIEM
pa3HbeiMu goporamu. M na, Ha JaHHBI MOMEHT IyTh Y HAC OJWUH — BHYTPb
KaMEHHOW I'poMajibl, TJe OyzeT pemiarbes ero cyapoa. Ho 3amaua Peca kak
ObLJIa, TaK ¥ OCTalach MPEXKHEN: OXPaHATh MPABAIIYIO CEMBIO U CJIECIUTH 3a
MOPSJIKOM B UMIIEpUM (HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO CETOJHS W JI0 CIYIIaHUS OH
BBIHYKJICH OXPaHSATh MOIO >KM3Hb), @ MOS 3ajJladya — ChITpaTh CBOIO POJIb U
obecneunTh CHOCHOE OyyImee s ceOst ¥ I BCEX M3TOEB.

A 3TO Ba COBEPIIECHHO Pa3HBIX pacKiajia.

— Jlenn Karnipur.

He cOaBnsis ckopocTH, moBepHysa rojoBy. OKOJIO KOJOHH B XOJIJIE
CTOsJIa TPyMIla MY>XKYHMH, B IIEHTPE KOTOPOW HAXOIUJICS TOT, KTO OKJIUKHYJI
MEHS.

— 41 Bac 3HaK? — PaBHOAYIIIHO CIIPOCHUJIA, BCE K€ OCTAHABIUBASCH, HO
HE UMes KEJaHUs TPATUTh BPEMSI Ha IYCThIE Pa3rOBOPHI.

— Jlopn Kactipoit, — eaBa 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYJICS MOJIOAOM YEI0BEK U
CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY B BEKJIMBOM IPUBETCTBHH.

OTBeTniia HE MEHEE BEXJIMBBIM KHUKCEHOM. KacTipoil — Tpetuil no
oorarctBy poa B Cpenummupbe. Jlake yIMBUTENBHO, YTO MAaTyIIKa HE
ycriena caenaTh My K4uH 3TOW (paMUiiiu CBOMMU MTOKJIOHHUKAMH.

— J'oToBUTECH K CIYNIAaHUIO? — UTHOPUPYS NpUCyTCcTBUE Peca 3a Moen
CIIMHOM, MPOIOKUI BEXKIUBYIO Oecemy JOp/I.

S mpucmorpenacb.  BBICOKME ~ CBETJIIOBOJIOCBIM ~ MYyX4YMHA €
MMPOHULIATEIBHBIM B3IVISIIOM M JIETKOM XUTPUHKOM B 3€JI€HW TIma3. Ero
ofiek1a roBopuiia cama 3a ceosi: «Hecmetrno 6orat». Ho u Most roBopuiia He
MEHEEe 0TYETIUBO: «B IeHbrax He HyIarch. J[ymManTe 4To XOTUTEY.

— Ckopee, B3HAKOMJIIOCH CO 3/aHMEeM OOIIECTBEHHOTO cyna, —
MO3BOJINJIA JIETKOM YIIbIOKE MOSIBUTHCS Ha Ty0ax, — s 3/1eCh BIIEPBBIE.

— U, magerock, B mocineaHuil pa3, — 3aMeTui KacTipon.

Ha mMou npunoHaThie B MOJIYAJIUBOM (HO OTTOTO HE MEHEE BEKIIMBOM)
BOIIPOCE OPOBU OH OTBETHII:

— Takoit kpacoTe BIOpPY MOSBIATHCS Ha CE30HHBIX 0ajax BO JIBOPIE, a
HE B 3TOM MpPAYHOM 3/IaHWMW, Ja €lI€ M Ha OTKPBITOM CIyLIIaHUU. —



BricokoMepHbIi B3IVIsIT HA CEKYHYy METHYJICS MHE 3a CIIUHY.

— Bceerna mo0una mpaunsie 31anus. — Elle onHa nro0e3Hast yibloka B
aapec nopaa. — Ho, BO3MOXXHO, paHbllle MHE MPOCTO HE XBaTajo MOBOAA
MOCETUTDH TAKOE yBJIEKATEIHbHOE MEPOIPHUSATHE, KaK CE30HHBIN Oall.

— Ilpomy, HaiiguTe ero. Bbl Hac odeHb 0OsDKETE, — YIBIOHYJICA
OJIOHIUH.

HNHuTepecHo, 4ero oH OOJbIIIE XOUeT: YSI3BUTh Peca niu yKoinoTh MeHs?

[TonpoliaBuuch ¢ JOPAOM JETKUM HAKIOHOM TOJIOBBI, sl POJIOJKUATIA
UJTH IO KOPHUJIOPY, CIYIIas 5XO CBOMX IaroB. YIUBUTEIBHO, KaK JIETKO
MOXXHO OOIIAThCSA C HE3HAKOMBIMU JIIOJABMU, €CJIU OHU JJIsl T€OSI HUUETo He
3Ha4ar!

OpxHako B rojoBax JIOPAOB ObLUTA UHBIE MBICIIH. ..

— OHa yAMBUTEIIBHO MOX0KAa HAa CBOKO MaTh, — HETPOMKO Pa3iajioch 3a
CIIMHOM.

Hamnps>kenne, MTHOBEHHO CKOBABIIEE MEHS, CTAJIO CIOYKHO CKpPbIBATh,
U s CIenuia pyKH Iepes coOoi, COCPEAOTOUMBIINCH JUIThL HA JIBUKEHUU
CBOUX HOT.

— U Tak e xopola, — OTBETUJI IIEPBOMY T'OJIOCY BTOPOH.

Kaxercsi, g mnoroponuiack ¢ BBIBOJAAMU O JaJbHOBUJIHOCTH
MAaTyIIIKH. ..

— VY 3Hatu HOBOE pasBiieueHue? — OpOCHUB Ha MEHS KOPOTKHI B3IJISI,
€1Ba CJBIIIHO COpOCHJIa JAEBYIIKA, OJETasi B CKPOMHOE IUIaThE€, Y CBOETO
CITyTHHUKA, KaXKETCsl, MUCLA.

OHU CTOSUIA y CTEHBI U BUJIEIIM HaIll pa3roBop c Jiopaom Kactipoewm.

S, He cOapiisis mara, mpouia MUMO HHX.

Tak BOT uT0 000 MHE yMarOT B Hapoje? UTo s — HOBOE pa3BiIcUCHUE
3HATHU?

— Bam cnenyer ObITh crnepskanHeit. He cTouT 3aroBapuBath ¢ KaxkIbIM,
KTO PEIIUT Bac MONPUBETCTBOBATH, — YCJbIIIANA rojioc Peca 3a miedom.

— BBl cumtaere, 1 AomkHa ObUIa TPOMONYATH M MPOUTH MHUMO,
UTHOpUPY# wieHa Oorareiimieit cembu CpeauMupbsa? — yTOUHUIIA CYXO.

— Her, g Bcero nuiie.. ..

— Pec, — s ocranoBMIIach, — Ballla 3aJja4a — COXPaHUTh MOIO JKU3Hb J10
ciaymanus. C OCTaJIbHBIM 5 CIIPABIIOCH cama.

— OHM Tak BEXJUBBI C BaMHu, MOTOMY 4YTO 3HAIOT, YTO BBl —
SHEproMar, — MPOU3HEC TEIIOXPAHUTENb UMIIEPATOPA.



S pes3ko pa3BepHyach, U MbI €Ba HE CTOJKHYJIUCH JIOAMH, 3aCTHIB B
Mape CAaHTUMETPOB APYT OT ApPYyTa.

Bce BepHO, BeCTh O HOBOM HOCHUTENE 3alpeTHON CHIIbI OBICTPO
pacnpoCTpaHWIach CpeIu 3HaTH, HO...

— Sl — He emuHCTBEHHBIM 3Hepromar B CpeauMupbe, — OTBETHIIA,
IIOHU3UB TOJIOC M HAaMEKas Ha HENABHIOK XOJOAHOCTH Kacmipos mo
OTHOILICHHIO K TEJOXPAHUTEI0 UMIIEpaTOpa.

— EQMHCTBEHHBIN — NPOTUBOMOJIOAKHOTO TM0JIa, — TaK XK€ TUXO OTBETHII
Pec.

— Hackonbpko g moHsIa, BBl TOKE HE OTIIMYAETECh HEMOACTYTHOCTBIO, —
BEPHYJIA EMY «BUEPAIIHEE OTKPOBEHHEY.

— 910 66110 JIO 3aroucHus B UepHoii OamrHe, — oTuekanmui Pec, msias
Ha MEHS TSKEJIBIM B3INISIIOM.

Tax on xoaun mo 6adam. .. Gomblie AecATy JeT Ha3zan?..

Jla, nis HETO BOCIOMHMHAHHUS BCE €IIE CBEXHU, HO €CIU CMOTPETh C
TOYKH 3PEHUS PEAIbHOTO BPEMEHHU. . .

— 3a4yeM BBl ONEIHUCh Tak? — XJECTKO CIPOCHJ TEIOXPAHUTEIb
MMIIEpaTopa, HE JaB MHE BO3MOKHOCTH OTBETUTH HA MPEIbIYIIUNA BBITIA].

— Kak «tak»?

— Brb1 3HaeTe — Kak.

— COOTBETCTBEHHO CBOEMY IIOJOXKEHHIO B OOIECTBE? — YTOYHHIIA
XOJIOIHO.

— Bam Bcero cemHaauarb, ¥ BbI JIEAM, @ HE OMNbITHAs B JIOOBU Jama,
MIIYyIIasi HOBOTO MOKPOBUTENS, — ITpoueani Pec.

51 3an0XHynack OT BO3MYILEHUS.

Moe miarbe OBLIO MOIIUTO W3 JOPOTYIIEro Marepuajia Mo caMomy
MOCJIEIHEMY MHUCKY MOJIbI B uMIiepuu! EQUHCTBEHHOE, Y4EM OHO OTJIIMYAJIOCh
OT HapsAJIOB APYTUX JaM, — 3TO IBETOM. YEpHBIM LIBETOM.

— Moe mnatse aOCOMOTHO MPHIIMYHO, — MIEpEIIa S Ha phlYaHue.

— B HEM BBI CIMIIIKOM IOXO0XH Ha CBOX Marb, — CJIOBHO NMOIIEYMHOU
xjnecTtHyn Pec.

— 51 — He nmosykpoBKa BHE 3akoHa! — UyBCTBysl, 4UTO ceilyac nepenay Ha
KUK, sl CACPKUBATACh U3 MOCIEIHUX CHIL.

— 41 He 3TO MMen B BUIY, U Bbl 3HaeTe. Baia Mare U3BECTHA HA BCHO
HMMIIEPUIO, — XOJIOAHO ITpousHec Pec.

— Uto X, B BOMpPOCE HM3BECTHOCTH 5 OOCKady €€ B JBa cuera, —
OTBETHUJIA, TPUILYpUBIIUCE. — brarogaps Bam!



Pec BeImpsiMuIICs, DI HA MEHSI CBEPXY BHU3.

[ToHsATHS HE UMEIO0, KOTJIa OH yCIed KO MHE HAKJIOHUTHCA. ..

—l'ocniogun Pec.

MBI OTHOBPEMEHHO PAa3BEPHYIIHUCH K XYAOIIABOMY JILICOMY MYXYHUHE B
cepoii MmaHTHH. Ero mpoduiib HAamoOMHUI MHE KaKylO-TO IUKYIO U COBCEM HE
ApyXenoOHy0 nTully... Kaxkercs, Takue JeTaloT Mo MyCTHIHSAM K 0Ty OT
Cpenumupss. . .

— Tocnogun cynbsi, — CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY (HO JIMIIb Ha Mapy
CaHTUMETPOB), IPUBETCTBOBAI ero Pec.

U ToT, HE OCTaHABIMBASICH, TPOIIIEIT MUMO.

— OH 3a Hac WiId OPOTHUB? — TUXO CIPOCHIA 5, MPOBOXKAS CYIbIO
B3IJISIJIOM.

— OH He 32 U He NpoTUB. B mmnepun u Bpar MOXET CTATh APYrOM —
[JJABHOE, CYMETh JOHECTH [0 HEro BBIFOIY, — HETPOMKO OTBETHUI
royOoryIa3bIi.

S 6pocuia Ha HEro 3ayMYMBBIN B3I 1 BO3OOHOBUIIA IIIAT.

I'maBHBIM 3251 Cyga pacmosiarajicsi B KOHLIE OTPOMHOIO KOpUIOpa, U
Tenepb OH OyIopakuid MOE€ BOOOpaX€HHWE HE MEHbIINE, YeM MBICIU O
noseneHuu Peca.

Brixoaut, ciymnranue OyaeT He TOIBKO MOUM CIIEKTaKIIEM.

Kto enie mpuMer yyactve B CTOJIb TPOMKOM MOCTAHOBKE? ..

OpnHako CTOMJIO BOWTH B 3aJl, KAK BCE MBICIIM MTHOBEHHO YJIETYYHIINCh
U3 TOJIOBBI: OH OYKBaJbHO JIaBWJI HA CO3HAHUE CBOEH BEJIMYECTBEHHOCTHIO!
Bricokuii KymoyibHBIN MOTOJIOK, MACCUBHBIE KOJIOHHBI y BXOJ1a, KAMEHHBIE
JIOKU JUJISI BaXKHBIX TOCHOJ MO OOKaM W IMOCTaMEHT IS Kpecyia Cyabu —
TAKOTO € OrPOMHOT0, KaK M BCE B 3TOM MOMEIICHUU. Jloxka JyIsi 3alIUThI —
cIpaBa OT Kpeclia U J0Xka JJi1 OOBUHEHH — CJIeBa.

— A the Oynere cTosATh BBI? — He oOopaumBasich K Pecy, ynuBieHHO

cripocuna 1.
Mecta a1t 0OBHHSEMOTO B 3TOM 3ajie He ObLIO MPETyCMOTPEHO.
— IIpamo 3pecs. — I'HeB HMmmneparopa mnpomen K IOJHOXKHIO

MOCTaMEHTa U BCTaJ JIMIIOM KO MHE U KO Bcemy 3aiy. — Ilepen kpeciom
Cy/bH.

— Ho 310 *%e... — He Hanas cioB, g 3aMOJIKIIA.

DTO K€, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TPOCTO yHU3UTENbHO! OH OyleT CTosTh U
CMOTpeTh Ha JuIa TeX, 4YTO MPUIYT 3a 3peiuiieM... S mpekpacHo
MOHMMAJIa, 4YTO Yy TEJOXPAHUTEIS BIAJBIKA HET JApy3ed, 3HAYUT, KPOMeE



IIPOCTOTrO JitoAa B 3asie OyAyT HaXOAUThCA JUIIb ero Bparu. M Bce To Bpems,
noka OyJleT UITU CIyIIaHWE, OH BBIHYXAEH OyJeT CMOTPETh UM B Iiiaza?..
[ToToMy 4TO APYr¥MM BapuaHTOM OyIET JIUIIb CMOTPETh C€0€ MO HOTU WIH
CTOATH C 3aKpBITBIMH IJIa3aMH, a sl 3HaK, 4To Pec HUKOrma He MO3BOJUT
cebe MPUITIOTHO MOKA3aTh CBOIO CIa00CTh.

— DTO yKacHO...

— DT0 BCEro JUIIb ClIylaHue, — cka3ai Pec abCcoIfoTHO CIIOKOMHO.

A motom mocmotpen Ha Bxoa. Oro! A korma 3TH Tpoe€ OKa3aIHUCh
311ech? 3ai ske ObLT MyCT, KOTjia Mbl B HETO BOIILIH. . .

MenjieHHO TOBEpHYB TOJIOBY, s OOHAapyKWJia €Ile OZHOrO0 TOCTSA Y
JIO)KH CBUJETEIICH. A €Ill€ OAUH CTOSUI Y JAJIbHEW CTEHBI.

— KT0 910? — cripocuia ogHUMU Ty0aMHu.

— BO3MOXHO — Takue e MOCETUTENH, KaK Mbl, — HE yIIyOJssch B
nospoOHoCTH, 0TO3BasCs ['HeB MMmneparopa.

DTO «BO3MOXHO» MHE OYE€Hb HE MOHPABUIIOCH.

— Ilpennarato 3akOHYMTH Hally SKCKypcuio. — S gaxke caenana mar
BIIEpENl, HO BOBPEMS OCTAHOBWJACK: 3AKJATHE, IIOJETEBIIEE B MEHS,
HaropoJioch Ha mUT Peca. — Oum Hanagarot?! 3necs?!

['onyOoraselil OTONBUHYI MEHS 3a CBOIO CIIMHY U Pa3BEPHYICS JTULOM
K HarnaJaBIlIeMy.

— Pec, uro nmpoucxoaut?

— Ilpomy, He cyerurecb. MHE HYXHO MOHSTb, YbH 3TO JIFOIU, —
CIIOKOMHO TMPOU3HEC OH, OJTHAKO MO €ro HANmpsHKEHHOW CIUHE S MOHsIA:
CIIOKOMCTBHE MTOKA3HOE.

Eme Obi! Hac moutu OKpyXwid Bpard wumieparopa B 3AaHUU
00111eCTBEHHOTO cy/a!

— I'me Bce cayru? I'me mopabl, MUMO KOTOPBIX MBI ITPOXOJWIIN, KOTIA
LU CroAa? — U3yMIJIEHHO CIIPOCHIIA S

— Onu He sHepromaru. YyBCTBOBATh 3aKJISATUS B MOMEHT UX CO3JIaHUS
MOKEM TOJIBKO MBI, — IIPULIEN OTBET. — A B ITOCEIEHNUH JIOIAbMH [NIABHOTO
3a7a OOIIECTBEHHOTO CyJa HET HHYEro MOJO3PHTENBHOTO.striXa0C BCEX
noxpu!

— 3HayuT, OHM MOMBITAIOTCS YOparb HAc THUXO? — CKBO3b 3YObl
ITPOM3HECHA 5, HAUMHAS 3aBOAUTHCA OT 3JI0CTH. — U moueMy oHu Meqisat?!

— He xoT1gT B MeHs m1onacthb, — oTo3Baics Pec.

— B Bac?!

— WX 3amaya — yCTpaHUTh NPEACTaBUTENS MOEH 3alIUTHI Ha CYJIE.



— A ecnu g cenyac 3akpuuy?

— Jlopn Kactapoit Bpsan 5m ycneer npubOexarb Ha MOMOIIb,
SA3BUTEIBHO OTBETUI Pec.

3areM Mbl 00a HaNpANINCh, MOYYBCTBOBAB JBH)KCHUE Marm4eCKUX
ITIOTOKOB.

— 3emuist. DTO Mar 3emJid, — OBICTPO cKa3ana si.

— He coBceM. D10 ckopee...

Pec HaxMypuiics, u Mbl 00a OIIYTHIH: yIaphl IPUIYT CO BCEX CTOPOH!
IIpsimo ceituac! OgqHOBpeMEHHO!

B cnenyroiee MrHOBEHUE MTPOU3OIILIO Cpa3y HECKOJBKO BEIIEH: I1a3a
Peca ctanu 1nieTa packajJeHHOH JIaBbl, a T€JIO — A0COJIFOTHO HEMOABUKHBIM;
Hallld TPOTUBHUKH KAaK-TO CTPAHHO 3aJIeprajich, IOCIE 4YEro TOXE
3aMepIu. ..

Hamamasmmii y BXoza ynani nepBbIM. 3aTEM HOTH MOAKOCUIUCH Y TOTO,
YTO CTOSUI C HUM PSIAOM. 3BYK yAapa Tejla O KAMEHHBIN MOJI 3aCTaBUJI MEHS
00epHYTbhCsI, YTOOBI YBUJIETh — CTOSIBIIUM Yy JIOKH Toxe ynan. Kak u te
JIBOE, UTO YCIIEJIN OKPY>XUTh HAc. YTO ¢ HUMH Takoe”?..

OTy MBICIb S HE YyCIela J0AyMarh, MOTOMY 4TO Pec «oxum»,
MO/IXBATUII MEHSI Ha PYKU U CTPEMUTEIBHO OTCKOUUII B CTOPOHY.

Ha mMecTo, 1€ 51 TOnpKO UTO CTOsIIa, yIajda KaMeHHas TbI0a.

Tak u ecth. OHa ymnasna ¢ noToJka. ..

S HEOCO3HAHHO YUENWIIACh 3a IEK0 TEJIOXPAHUTEIIS.

—YT0... 4TO BBl C HUMH CAEIAIH?

— 3aTsaHyn B KokoH U yous. He cmoTpute. — Pec npukan meHs k ceoe,
YMYZIPSACH JIAOHBIO YAEPKATh MO0 TOJIOBY OT TOBOPOTA.

— Br1 yOunm ux Bcex?.. — mepecnpocusia OTCTPaHEHHO.

— Jla. D10 ObUIM MPOCTHIC HAEMHUKHU, HE 3HABIIIME CBOETO HAHUMATEN s
B nu10. Jlaxe He wieHsl ruiibaun youii. Hac mposepsiim.

CrimareiBaro. DTo OblIa BCEro JIMIIb TPOBEpPKA. A TATEPO YETOBEK
cenyac Jexar MEpTBBIE.

Pec mepecek 3al co MHOW Ha pyKax, 3aKpbUl MacCHUBHBIE IBEpH,
MOCTaBWJI MEHS Ha TOJI Y KOJIOHHBI W Hayaj 4YepTUTh YEpPHbIC PYHBI B
BO3/YXE.

— Bri 30BeTe cTpaxy? — cripocuia s, siisg ceoe moj| HOTH.

CmotpeTh Ha Tena ObLIO CIOXKHO.

A BCTIOMHHUTH, KaK JIETKO OH MX YOWJI, — CIIUIIKOM MPOCTO.

— 4 30By HacnegHuKa, — Cyxo oTBeTHI Pec.



I'perop npubbBUT yAUBUTEIBLHO OBICTPO. OTKPHUT MOPTAJ, BBIIIET,
OCMOTpEJICS, TIEPEBEI B3IVISAM HA 3aKPBITYIO JBEPb, B3MAXOM PYKU OTKPBLI
€IIe HECKOJIbKO MPOXOJ0B — Ka)K/[bIii HAMpPOTUB TeJla YOUTOTrOo, — U TPYIBI
OBICTPEHBKO BCOCAINCH B TPEIIUHBI B IPOCTPAHCTBE.

— Pec, — KOpOTKO CKOMaHIOBajd OH, W TEJIOXPAHUTENIDL BIIANBIKA
ITOAOIIEN K HACIEAHUKY.

A cpemanma BHI, YTO MEHS 3/€Ch HET, a €lle — 4YTO 5 He Obuia
CBUJICTEJILHUIIEH MAcCOBOTO yOMICTBA U TMOCIEAYIONIET0 OeCIIPUHIIUITHOTO
3aMEeTaHusl CIEIO0B.

S BooOIIE BCE ATO BpeMs CMOTpEJIa Ha KPECJIO CyIbU U HHUYETO HE
BHUJENA.

— Jlenu Karipur.

Hacnennuk obmamaet yIuBUTEILHON CHIION TOJIOCA. ..

[Ipunuioch MOIUIBITE B CTOPOHY MYKUYHH, CTapasch yoparh OJEAHOCTh
C JIMIIA.

— Bl coolOmanu KoMy-aub0 O CBOEM JKEJIaHWM TOCETUTh 3aHue
cyna? — yetko crpocudn [ perop.

— Bp1, BUAMMO, MMeeTe B BUIY Balle HACTOMYHUBOE IMPEIIOKEHUE
ITOCETUTH ITO 3aBEACHUE, a HE MOE KEJaHUE? — CIIPOCHIIA SI CIIOKOWHO.

D10 HepBbl. Heuero ynuBimaTses.

— 41 umero B BUAY TO, YTO CKa3aJl, — CyX0 OTBEeTMI [ perop.

— 4 HM ¢ KeM He roBopwia O CBOMX IUIaHax. Pa3Be 4yTo co cBoew
CJTY’KaHKOW, KOTOpasi IOMOrajia MHE OJI€BATHCS.

— BBl BeIUKOJIETHO BBINISIAUTE, JISU, — 3aMETHJ HACJICAHUK KaK Obl
MEXIY MPOYUM.

bpoBb noHsIIACK CaMa, YECTHOE CJIOBO!

— braronapto, Bare BbICOUE€CTBO. — S CKJIOHMIIA TOJIOBY, YTOOBI CKPBITh
VIIMBIICHUE.

— 3HAUMT, O BAllIMX [UIAHAX 3HAJa CIy>KaHKa?

Xaoc! Jloruka 3Toro 4enoBeka HemoCTUx UMa !

Crort... on o6BunseT Jonau?!

— Ona Hukorna He npeaact meHs. OHa CITyKUT B HalIEM JOME €]1Ba Jix
He ¢ poxaeHus. Kakoil cmbici yOMBaTh MEHs B 37JaHUU CyJla, KOT/Ia MOYKHO
caenarb 3TO JoMa — U B JIIOOOH MOMEHT?

[To numy I'peropa ObUIO BUJIHO: MOSI JIEpP30CTh €My HE HPABUTCH.
OucHb.



— A BbI? BBl HUKOMY HE TOBOPWJIM O CBOEM HAMEPEHUU MOCHATh HAC B
3/IaHUE Cy/1a? — BEIPBAJIIOCH Y MEHSI B MOPBIBE CIIPABEAJIMBOIO HETOJOBAHUSI.

— Jlenu Katipur.

W BHOBB — BCETO JIMIIIb OOpAICHHUE, a 1 YXKE X0uy IMONUTH U 3aKOTaThCs
rJe-HUOyIb Ha 3aTHEM JIBOPE. ..

— IIpocture ee pmep30CTh, Balle BBICOYECTBO, — HEOKUIAHHO
BCTYIWJICS 32 MEHS Pec, — OHa BIEPBBIE YBUIENA CTOJIIBKO CMEPTEM.

Bnepsrie? He 3nar0. He nomHuio. Ha 1aHHBII MOMEHT MO€ TEJIO CKOBAJI
CTpax.

Crpax nepes HacJIeTHUKOM.

Yro 3a KyTKasa cuia?..

I'perop mnepeBen B3msim Ha Peca, W s modyyWsia BO3MOXHOCTH
BBIJIOXHYTb.

— Jlenn Kakput, monauTe mMOAbIIIATE CBEKUM BO3YXOM, — HE TV A HA
MEHSI, IPEIIOKUIT HACTIETHUK.

S ¢ coMHEeHHEM MTOCMOTpesia Ha OTPOMHYIO TSDKEYIO JIBEPh (B JaHHBIN
MOMEHT 3aKphITYI0), 3aT€EM — Ha HE MEHEE OTPOMHBIE OKHA, JOCTAIOIIUE J10
CaMoro IMOTOJIKA, HO PACHOJIOKEHHBIE HACTOIBKO BBICOKO, UTO HE 3aINISIHYTh,
Ja)ke NOINPBITHYB. M Bce ke MOIUIeNach K HUM, JI€JIas BUJI, YTO MHE U
BIOPSIMb HY>KE€H CBEXHU BO3AYX B 3TOM IPOBETPHUBAEMOM CO BCEX CTOPOH,
OTPOMHOM U XOJIOJTHOM MOMEUICHUH. . .

He 3Haro, CKOJIBKO s mOpoCTOsia y HOalIbHEW CTEHbI, HO IMOpTall,
OTKPBITBI HACIIEIHUKOM, BBIBEI MEHS M3 CTPAaHHOIO KOMAarO3HOIO
COCTOSIHMSL.

— Jlenn. .. — oxymmknyn Pec, korga ['perop ucues.

S monmouuia k HEMY.

— 4 mpomy mpomieHusi, 4YTO BaM NOPUIUIOCH YBUIETh BCE 3TO,
npousHec [ ' HeB Mneparopa.

— Bama cua BOUCTUHY HE 3HAET TPAHUL, — 3aMETHUIIA S HETPOMKO.

IlepeBenma B3MIAA 3a €ro CIMHY — JBEPUM B IVIaBHBIM 34 CHOBA
OTKPBITBHL.

— Jlaro c11oBO, BaM HE O Ye€M NEPEKUBATH, MOKA 5 PAJIOM.

B ronoce romyOoriazoro uTo-to u3MeHWIOCh. [IpucMorpenach k
HeMmy... [la u B nuie — Toxe.

Yrto ¢ mum? Uto emy ckazan [perop, moka s crosja B CTYNOpE Yy
CTEHbI, KaK HaKa3aHHas npuciyra?



— He HyHO HH4Yero obemars, npoury Bac. Jla u psaom Bbl Oynere He
BCETJa, — BEXKJMBO OTBETHWJIA S, HAJEACh 3aKOHUMUThH ATOT OECIOJIE3HBIN
pas3roBop.

— BbI roBOpHTE TaK M3-3a TOrO, 4TO MPOU301LIO0 BUepa? — crpocun Pec.

—Yro? [Ipu yem 3a€ch 3T0? — TYT K€ yIUIA S B 3aIIUTY.

3adyeM OH BCIIOMHUHAET BUEPAIIHUHN JICHB?!

— S oOuen Bac CBOEH XOJIOHOCTHIO, — O€3 MHTOHAIMM TTpou3Hec Pec.

— A Terepb nyraere CBoeu upe3mepHoi 3a00Toil! — oTcTymas Ha Imar,
TPOMKO 3aMETHUJIA .

— BrI XoTenu, 9ToOnI S Bac 0OHSI, a 51 9TOro He caenan. Bam ecTh u3-3a
YEro 3JUTHCH. ..

— Pagun Xaoca! Ilepectanbre BcriomMuHath 310! S HEe X04uy 00 3TOM
CJBIIIATH!

— Karipur...

— Jlenu Kaliput! — HannoMHuUa, Jiey1asi enie OAWH 1ar Ha3a/l.

Yto Bce 31O 3HAYUT?!

JInno Peca 3axkaMeHeno, CII0BHO OH IBITAJICSA COBJIAAaTh C BHYTPEHHEN
APOCTBHIO.

A 3areM s MOYyBCTBOBAJIA €TO CUITY H...

— 3aueM BbI 3aTAIUIN MEHS B KOKOH?! — BBIKPUKHYJIA CO 3JIOCTBIO U
HEJIOYMEHHEM.

— Br1 HEnocnenoBaTenbHbl, — TOIBKO U BhILEAUT Pec.

— AN

J1a 1 10 CPaBHEHUIO C HUM...

— Pazbepurech yxe B CBOUX JKEJIaHUSX.

['HeB Ha JUIE TETOXPAHUTEIIS 03aJaUKII MEHS elle OOJIbIIIE.

— S mpekpacHO 3Haro, 4ero xouy!

— Yero xoTuTe ceromHs. A 4ero Bbl XOTEJIH BUepa’?

— S yxe ckazana: aToro Oosbliiie He moBToputcs! bynbre criokoiHbI!

— He xouy, — xak-Tto cTpaHHO oTBeTMJI Pec, a 3aTeM CTpEeMUTEIBbHO
MOJIOIEJT KO MHE, 00OXBAaTUJI 32 TAJIUIO M PE3KO MPUTSAHYII K cede.

...Kap! I'yOB1 packpsIiBaroTCsi 1O/l APOCTHBIM HamopoM. To, uto Pec
JI€NaeT Jajbllle, BBIHYKIAET MEHS 3aKMYPUTHCA OT CThIJIa: TaK BOT JJIA
Yero JaH JoAsAM A3bIk! A s gymana — JuIsl MyCThIX Pa3roBOpPOB... Xaoc... o
y>Ke He TTOHUMAIO, TJIe OH, a I1ie s... [T1y0okue rpyObie JIACKU MPOBOLUPYIOT
CTpPaHHBIE PEAKINU B MOeM Tegie... CMEIIHo, a 1 AyMaia — 3HaK0, YTO TAKOE
’KEJIaHWEe; BBIXOJUT, BCE, YTO OBUIO O ITOrO, — JETCKHE IMaJIOCTH... Ero



PYKH OOHUMAIOT MEHS, a €ro T'yObl, €ro f3bIK... MPOKJISATHE, TO, YTO OHU
TBOPAT CO MHOW, JOJDKHO OBITH 3alpeIeHO 3aKOHOM — MOTOMY 4TO s HE
X0Uy JIaXke JyMaTh O TOM, HACKOJIBKO 3TO HEMPABUIILHO. ..

Korma Pec Msrko mpuKycuiI MOIO HWKHIOK TyOy, s BBIIUIBLIA U3
3a0BIThSl M YCTABHJIACh HA HETO IMUPOKO PACKPBHITHIMU TJIa3aMHu.

— 3a4eM BbI c/ieaau 3T0? — BBIJIOXHYJIA €]IBa CJIBIIIHO.

— [ToroMy 4TO XOTEN, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI OH.

3areM MOpUCITyIIAJICS K YeMY-TO CHApy»H KOKOHA, 3alpaBWJl JIOKOH,
BBINABIINN U3 MOEU PUYECKHU, 38 YXO, — U HAC BBIHECIIO B PEAIbHOCTb.



I1aBa 7. To, 0 yem Jiyunie MoJI4aTh.
Yacrp 2

B peanbHOCTB, I1€ MBI CTOSIIIM IPYT HAITPOTUB JIpYyTa.

B peanbHOCTB, I11e TIaBHBIN 3aJ1 HOCTENEHHO 3AITOIHSIICS HAPOAOM.

— Ceiltyac Oymer crhylIaHue, HY>KHO BO3BpAIlllaTbCsl B OCOOHSK, —
npousHec Pec W oTmpaBuiCcs K BBIXOMY, O€3MOJIBHO HameKkas, 4TOObI s
CJIEIOBAJIA 32 HUM.

CrpanHo.

Bce 3T0 cauvIlKoM CTpaHHO. ..

Hwuyero ne nonnmaro.

MBI MHHOBaNIM KOPUIOP, KHBas BCEM, KTO 300POBAJICI C HAaMH,
CIIyCTHJIMCH T10 JIECTHUIIE U JOOpaIuch 0 SKumnaxa. Pec moman MHe 1a0Hb
MPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM, JaXKe HE IVISAS Ha MEHsI, IOMOT 3a0paThCsi BHYTPb,
3aTe€M MOIIEN K CBOEMY KOHIO.

Kapera Tponynace...

S cunena, mpukaB JIaJIOHb K Ty0aM U BCE €IIe MbITAsACh MOHSTh. ..

OH Xe He XOTeJN JTOro... OH BYEpa SCHO Jajl NOHATH... YTO
n3MeHmnock? Ero B30ecun mopa Kactipoi? My 1o, 4T0 cKazaiau Mpo MEHS
OCTAJIBHBIC JIOPABI?..

Wnu Bce neso B HacieaHuKke?

Yrto Iperop ckazam Pecy, moka s «zpllianga CBEXUM BO3IyXOM»
y MIPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOW CTEHBI?!

BepuTth, 4TO 3TO OBLI MOPBIB UYBCTB, INTyNO. MBI U Buepa pyrajiuch B
KOKOHE, OJTHAKO CCOpa Hallla HE 3aKOHYWJIACh JUKUM, CAMBIM JIy4YIIAM B
MOEM KU3HU MoLenyem!

[Ilexu BCIIBIXHYIU CHOBA.

N 3TOT 4enoBek cMeeT OOBUHSATH MEHS B HEMOCIEA0BATEILHOCTH !

Jla B €ro rojioBe MOHCTP KOHEYHOCTh CJIOMAET!

Pe3koe TOpMOKEHHME DKUIIaKa €Ba HE CTOMJIO MHE KU3HU — I UyJOM
yCIlella BBICTABUTh JAJOHU M YIEPETHCS B MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOE CHIICHBE
pykamu. CBepHyTas IIes JaXe y YHEProMaroB He BOCCTaHABIIMBAETCHL.

— Yro npoucxonut? Pec? — S BeIIAHYNIa U3 OKHA, MBITAACh MOHATH
MIPUYHUHY CTOJIb PE3KOM OCTAHOBKH.

A 3areM U BOBCE BBIIILIA U3 KUAMAXKA.



— Ilouemy BbI OCTaHOBWJIMCH?

TemoxpaHuTenb  BIAABIKM, CHOPBITHYBIIMM C  KOHS, CTOSJI B
HaIlpsDKEHHOW 1o3e. UM He oTBeTms, Jumb NepeBel COCPEIOTOYEHHBIN
B3IVl Ha MOEro Kydepa. Sl IMOBEpHynach M B3APOTHYJA, 3aKpPbIB POT
JAJIOHBIO.

— OH XUB? — TUXO CPOCHUJIA, CIBIIIA, KaK OXPHII TOJI0C.

— He 3nar0. Ho marus He Obuia ucnonb3oBaHa. CTpen B €ro Teje TOxe
HE BHUXKY.

Pec BHHMMaTenbHO OCMOTpEN IEPEYIOK, B KOTOPOM MBI 3aCTpPSUIIH,
IIOCJIE YEro HAKWMHYJI Ha HAC DHEPIETHYECKUM Kymois. S BrepBble BUIETA
TAaKO€ MOIIHOE 3AIIUTHOE 3aKJISAThE, HO HE MOINIA BOCXUTUTBHCSA UM CIIOJHA!
BCE€ MBICITU BHUTAJIU BOKPYT O€3IBIXaHHOTO Tejla Kyuepa, 3aBaJIBILIErOCs
HA0OK C OITyIIEHHOHN TOJIOBOM.

— MBI pe3KO 3aTOPMO3HWIIH. .. 3HAYUT, OH YBUIEI yIpo3y, — IPOU3HECIIA
MEJIJIEHHO.

— Jla, ¥ 3T0 OBUIO YTO-TO OYEHB OBICTPOE U MOYTH HEyaoBUMOE. Jlaxe
s HE YCIIEJI 3aCe€4b, XOTs €XaJl B Mape METpPOB BIiepenu. — Pec momomen k
KapeTe W OCTOPOKHO MPUIOIHSAJ TOJOBY MYKUMHBI, OCBOOOXKIas €€ OT
KaIlIOIOHA, ynasuiero Ha Jimio. — OH xxuB. Ho mynbec Tuxwnii.

3areM OH pa3lABUHYJ MOJbl €ro IUlallla, W s yBHJENA TOHYaHIiee
JIe3BUE, TOPYAILEE U3 TPYIH Kydepa.

— OTTyna gaxe KpoBb HE TEYET, — BBIJOXHYJA U3YMIICHHO, IVISIASL HA
3TY... Ha 3TO...

— 41 BBI3OBY Jekapen. — Pec MOMEHTalbHO CHsJI CBOM 3alllMTHBIN
KynoJil. — 91o pabora mactepa. Bo3aMoxHO, HAEMHUKH.

— l'unpaus youiin? — emie OonbIe yIUBUIACH 5.

Haganu npoxare pyku. Eme oqHo nmokymeHnne? DTO 4TO, TENEPh TAK
Ka)XJIBIH JIeHb OyneT?!

Tem BpemeHem Pec mpuHsIICS 4epPTUTh B BO3IyXE PYHBI Ipu3biBa. S
cTapajgach HE CMOTPETh HA TEJIO PAHEHOIO, HO 3TO OKA3aJIOCh BBIIIE MOUX
cwi. OT mpuwinBa agpeHaInHa MO3r 3apadoTan, aHanu3upys (axtel. Eciu
HamajJieHue — JIeJI0 PyK MacTepOB TWJIbJIUHU, TO Kydep YK€ JOJKEH OBITh
MepTB. D10 3akoH. OIHAKO OH Bce eme kuB... [e 3mech noruka? Ero
paHWIM TakK, YTOOBI OH BBIKMII?..

A 3areM MoOe BHUMAaHHE MPUBJIEK JHUCTOK OyMmMarv, TOpYALUWd W3
kapmaHa kyudepa. OOepnynach Ha Peca, cama He TOHHMMas, MOYEeMy HE
OKJIMKAIO €ro, U, YIOCTOBEpUBIINCH, yTO ['HEB MMnieparopa 3aHiT pyHaMy,



OCTOPOXKHO JOCTajla JIUCTOK. He 3Har0, 4TO MOATOJIKHYJIO MEHS CAEIAaTh 3TO
— BO3MOXHO, CTPAaHHOCTb «HEyJauHoro» HamnajeHus. Ho, pa3BepHyB
3alUCKYy, 1 €1Ba yIep)Kajllach OT pEakUWH, KOTopas Momia Obl MeHs
M300IUYUTb.

Ha Gymare ObLIO HalMCaHO BCETO TPU MPEIIOKCHHUS.

«Th1 OblTa OTIydeHa OT JABOopa He 0e3 mpuuuHbl. Ho mpu Tekymumx
00CTOSITENILCTBAX TBOE BO3BpAIlEHUE JHIIb MPUOIMKAET HAC K IIEJIH.
JlelicTBYH, 104b, — TENEPH 3TO TBOSI UIPAY.

A ObicTpo chpsiTajza 3amMucKy B JEKOJbTE, CTapasich YCHOKOWUTH
JIbIXaHUE.

Marsb. 910 M0st MaTh! DTO OHa ycTpowsia HamaJeHue Ha kydepa! U3
TeMHHUIBI!

[ToxHsina ronoBy, cTapasicb pacCCMOTPETh HA KPBIIIaX JOMOB CHITYIThI
ONMU3HEIIOB — TOJILKO OHW MOIVIM TPOJENaTh 3TOT TPIOK C HAIMAJICHHUEM,
OCTaBIIIMCh HE3aMEUECHHBIMU. OHU CIEIAT 32 MHOM!

— Jlenm Kaiiput, — oknukHyn Pec, u s TOJIbKO celyYac 3ameTHiIa
HECKOJIKO TIOPTAJIOB, OTKPBIBIIUXCS TTOCcpeAu yiuilbl. [Ipulbuin nekapu u3
IBOPIIA.

—/Ja...

Kak pearupoBarh Ha 3Ty WH(pOpMaIKIO, yIUTHIBAsI, YTO HaMaJcHUE Ha
MOETro Kydepa — JeJI0 PyK MOei COOCTBEHHON MaTYIIKH?..

— C Bamu Bce B nopsanke? — Pec momomnien ko MHE, HO I HEOCO3HAHHO
OTCTYTIHJIA.

OTyero TeIOXpaHUTEINb BIAJABIKHU €l1e OO0JIbIIIE HAXMYPUJIICS.

— Jlemn?

— Ha moero kydepa nananu. Kak Bbl 1ymaere, B MOPSIKE JIK S, €CIIH
Y4ECTh, UTO 3TO BTOPOE HANaJCHUE 3a Yac? — OTUECKaHWUJIA, TS/l BHU3.

— Jlenn, ycnokontech! — Pec omyTHMO CXall MO€ MpeAIvieybe, a
3aTeM, MOHU3UB TOJ0C, MpousHec: — O HalaJIeHU! B 3IaHUU Cy/la HUKTO HE
JOJIKEH 3HATh.

— A 00 3TOoM HamajieHHH? — TOMHTEPECOBAJACh S €Ba CIBIIIHO,
OpocCUB OBICTPHBIN B3IVIS HA JIEKapei U CTPaxKy, MOJIOCIEBIIYIO K HAM 4epes
noprat.

— Ornssnureck. Ha Hac Hamanu nocpenu ynuibel. M mycTs cBUzeTenu
ceiuac MpsAYyTCA 3a 3aHABECKaMH, 00 3TOM IMOKYIICHHHM YXKE uYepe3 uac
OyZieT U3BECTHO BCEM.



['onoc Peca ObuT pOBHBINM M CTOKOMHBIN, CJIOBHO MOJJOOHOE. .. CTCUCHHE
00CTOSITENBCTB — €10 paboune OyIHU.

Xots noueMy «cinoBHO»? Tak u ecTb. ITO €ro Ku3Hb.

— Bwl He xoTuTe, 4TOOBI HAa MHE 3aKPEMUJICS CTATyC MHIICHHU? —
CIIPOCHJIA TUXO.

— Jlymaro, Bbl caMHM BCE MOHHMMAETe, — OTBETHJ TOJyOOrNa3blii U
OTKpBUI TOpTajn mpsiMo mepeno MHOM. — OTnpaBnsiitech B 0COOHsK. Sl
MIPUCOEANHIOCH K BaM B TEUCHUE Yaca.

— ... — Xorena 3aMETUTh, UTO MPOLUILIMA €r0 IPOXOJ BHIKUHYJ MEHS
OTHIO/b HE K UepHoil OaliHe, HO HE ycmena.

OmvH mar — m A yXe Ha JyKalke Mepen IOMOM, CMOTPHO Ha
HEBO3MYTUMOTO /[»1B3a, *KeIaroliero Mue J00poro JIHs.

— Ilepenait lonu, yto MHE HykHa ropsidast BanHa. CpodHo, — Opocuiia
s Y TIOIIJIa B OCOOHSIK, CTATUBASI MIEPYATKH.

— Bawm 3anucka, mononas xo3siika, — ckasan [[xuB3, He 3aMedast Moer
arpeccuy, HaIpaBJICHHOM B JaHHBIK MOMEHT Ha JJIEMEHT MOEW BEpXHEU
OJICK/IbI (J1a-11a, IepYaTKu TaKu MOCTPAIAIIN ).

— Ot KOro? — TYT 7K€ HaNpsIacs .

— MHe CIIOXKHO OTBETUTh Ha A3TOT BOMNPOC, — JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO
OTBETHUJI IBOPELIKUI.

— CioxxH0? — 1 nake 0CcTaHOBUJIIACK.

— Korna yBuaure, caMmu Bce momMeTe. ...

PackpbIB 3anucKy, 5 MOHSIIA. ..

Bor 3ps s Buepa 3acHyina!

— JIKuB3... — POTSIHYJa OOPEUCHHO.

— Jla, Mmononas xo3siika?

— Ilycte Jlonn n00aBUT Kakux-HUOYAb TpaBOK B Boay. Mim macen —
€CJIM TAKUE 1€ OCTAIIUCH.

— VY X034iKu O0JUT T0JI0Ba? — MOHUMAIOIIE CITPOCHIT CTAPHK.

— PackansiBaercs, — npu3Haiacs 1.

[Tocie Toro kak Ternsas BoJa ¢ apoMaToM TPaB M SITOJ ITPUHSIA MEHS B
CBOU OOBSIThS, s MO3BOJIMIIA C€0€ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT THUIIIMHBI U OJIa)KEHCTBA,
a 3aTeM B3sJIa CJIOKCHHBIN JTUCTOK U CHOBA pa3BEpHYJIA.

TexkcT mucbMa ObUT TMOXOXK HAa YTO-TO CPEIHEE MEXAY 3aluCKOMN
JTYIIEBHOOOJIBHOTO, CIHATHUBIIETO OT CYACThS, M TOCIAHUEM TaJlOKH,
COYAIIUMCS SIJIOM.



«/lopocasa Kavipum!

B moeu mobumon obumenu nobsu u cuacmost 6ce — Kak 6cecod, U s
Haoelocb, ymo y mebsi dena udym He Xyowce! I[lomnumcs, movl xomena
HABeCMuUmb C80e20 IHOUMO20 0edyl0 — 5 O4eHb HAO0erChb, Ymo mwvl 00
smom He 3a0yoewv! A ysepena maxoce, umo mvl 3a2iaHeUb KO MHe HA
CAA0KUll NUPO2 Ha Heoelbke — 8e0b Mbl MAK MA0 NOOOWANIUCH, A KOe-KMOo
OMNPABULCSL CMOMPEMb CHbL 0 Oe30e0HoM Oyodyuiem, eMecmo moz2o umoobl
€030a6ambv A3bIK CYACMbL U NPE0ABaAmMbCs Meumam 8 meniou Komnarnuu!

Kemamu, 6enviii nywucmoiii 0omawHuii KomeHoK npuuien 3a mooot,
Kkak monavko Ha Cpedumupbe Onycmuidacb momd, — KAk U NpeocKavleéaid
Ommeuennas Cyovoou. [lomuu, umo meosi 0e8uubs uecmov Modicem mebde
npU2OOUMbCs 8 00U eHUU ¢ O0OPBIMU TTOObMU, Ubll KOULEU BeCAm MeHblue,
yem ux 0oopwvie oena. Kemamu! Yepnvie Cecmpvl max u He 6epH)IUCDH
nocje npo2yaKu, Ho Mbl Y8epensl, Kmo uwjem — mom gce20a Havoem!

U nemmnozco o mex, kmo uwiem: Mo ooumens ceema nocemuau memu!
Onu He ocmasuiu ciedos8, HO, KAXNCEmcs, UCKAIU MO, YMO HelAb3s HaAumu.
3abayowue oywiu. A He Oepicy Ha HUX 314, HO BOUH ) 6X00a menepb Oyoem
KOJIOmb KOnbem Hacmepms. Jlocmanu yxce.

Bce, nowina kywamo nupoe u Habupams Kunocpammul. Xyooiu 6000HOC
3a6anUl HAC CBOeU CIMPANHE.

Tsos ntobumas noopyea uz Pooa J/[nunnoii Hoeuy.

51 cMoTpena Ha MUCbMO U IIBITAJaCh HE PXKATh B IOJIOC.

Bce nepexuBaHus, CBAIMBIIMECS HA MEHS 3a 3TOT JI€Hb, HEHAJIOJIIO
YUUIM B CTOpPOHY: HaHM cymena HOOHATP MOE€ HACTPOEHUE BCEM OSTHUM
OpenoM, a B TOM, YTO MHUCHMO HAaMCaHO MMEHHO €€ PYKOM, — g Jaxe He
COMHEBAJIACh. Bompoc B Ipyrom: 4To 3a AEAYIIO A JOJKHA HABECTUTH U
3ayeM? A Takke — KTO NpOoHUK B YepHyro OamHI0O U modemy pedsra
YBEPEHBI, UTO TOCTH UCKAJIM UMEHHO apTedakt?..

N, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YTO 3a MOJAKOJ O MOel JieBuUbeil uectu? Ilouemy
Hanu He XoueT, 4ToObl 3HaTh UMIIEPUU JyMaja, YTo MeXIy MHOU U Pecom
4YTO-TO €CTh?.. Beap HHUUero He...

JIBepb B KynaJbHIO HEOXHUJAHHO OTKPBUIACH, U 51 C Y’)KACOM YyBHUJEJA
TEJIOXPAHUTEISI BIAIBIKM COOCTBEHHOW MEPCOHOM, BOLIEAIIEr0 KO MHE 0Oe3
CTyKa.



— Uro?.. — OtcyTcTBHE BEpbl COOCTBEHHBIM IJ1a3aM CONEPHUYANIO C
OTKPOBEHHBIM HEJIOYMEHHUEM.

— Bbl npuntamens! Ha 6an k Kaciposim 3aBTpa BeuepoM, — ¢ rmopora
BBIJIAJI 3TOT COMIEAIINI C yMa YeI0BeK. — UTO HECTBIXaHHO, YUUTHIBAS, YTO
CIIUCKM TOCTEH HHUKOIJIa HE MEHSIOTCA 3a JEHb 10 Meponpusitus. Bel
YMYIPWINCh HACTOJIBKO MOHPABUTHCS MOJIOAOMY JOPAY, YTO pajad Bac OH
OTIPABUJI 3aMPOC CAMOMY HMIIEPATOPY.

— 3anpoc? — Bonpocuiia s, HI4ero He TOHMUMAasi U CTapasiCh Kak MO>XHO
0O0JIbIIIE CKPBITh CTPATErMYECKHU BAXKHBIE MECTA.

— C YyTOYHEHHMEM — BOCCTAaHOBIIEHBI JIM BBl B CTaryce 3HATU
Cpeaumupssi, — UTHOPUPYS MO€ HEynoOCTBO, OTBeTWI Pec, moaxonmsa K
BaHHE BIUIOTHYIO.

— Pec? — BbImaBHIIA S, CAEPIKUBASCH M30 BCEX CHII M IAXKE HE YTPYKIas
ce0s  BCAKUMHU  «TOCIOAMHAMH» M TMPOYUMH  YBAKHUTEIbHBIMU
oOpallleHUSIMH.

— Ha, Kaitput? — cioKOMHO OTO3BaJICs TEJIOXPAHUTENb UMIIEpaTOpa.

— Bbl 3a0b1BaeTech, — Ipoleansa CKBO3b 3yObl, IS/l €My B IJla3a.

Tenoxpanutenb W300pa3Wil HEYTO CpEIHEE MEXKAY YIUBICHHEM U
HEITOHMMAaHUEM, a ITOTOM OIYCTHJI B3IVIS[ C MOETO JIMLAa HAa MO€E TEeIO. ..

— IpuBkikaiite, nenu. Ckopo Mbl OyzieM paboTaTh B TECHOW CBS3KE, U
HUKAKOTO CTECHEHHUS MEXAY HamMu OBbITh HE JODKHO — OHO IOMEIIaeT
pabore, — BbIIaJ 3TOT. .. 3TOT!

— 4 HE COBHUPAIOCH [IIPUBBIKATH K BAIIEMY
[TPUCYTCTBUIO B MOEM YBOPHOI! — psiBkHYINA 51, IPHKAMAsT PyKH K
Ipyaiu, 4TOOBI HE HABPEAUTH CIydaeM JydllleMy Mary UMIEPUH.

— BBl gaxe mnpencraBuTh cebe HE MOXKETE, TJ€ MHE TOJbKO HE
MPUILIOCH, MOOBIBATh 32 BpeMsl MOEHl ciykObl, — 3ameTui Pec ¢ yerkou
YCMEIIKOM.

Tak emy emie u cMentHO?!

— Yro ¢ Bamu npousonuio? Eie BYepa BbI 1ake paccMeaThbcsi cede B
MOEM IMPUCYTCTBUU HE MO3BOJUIH! A CETOAHS yXKE MpeaaracTe NpeacTarb
Apyr Tmeped IpyroM OOHa)KEHHBIMH, 4YTOOBbI HEHApOKOM HE IOMeNlaTh
Haie paboTe Ha ciyOe umriieparopa?! — C UCKPEHHUM HEIOYMEHHEM
CIIPOCHJIA 51, YCEBIINCH HA KOPTOUKU U BIEMUBIIUCH B OOPTUK BaHHBI.

— BbI myTaeTe NoHATHS, — XOIOAHO OTBeTU Pec.

— Ilyraro?! A xak xe «Kaiiputr, BaMm Bcero ceMHaguarb Jer»? —
U3JIEBAsICh, MPOAOIIKHUIA 5.



— DOTO npyroe, — MpOUEAW NEC UMIIEpATopa, MIAAS HA MEHS OYEHb
HEXOPOIIHUM B3[JIAIOM.

— /la mpusHanTech yxke, 4TO MONYYWIM 3aJaHUE OT HACIECIHUKA —
COM3UTBCS CO MHOM, XOTh BaM 3TO U MPETUT! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 5, YyBCTBYA,
YTO HAXO0XKYCh HAa TPAHU CPBIBA.

Ha nuune Peca Ha MrHOBEHbE MENBKHYJIA PACTEPSIHHOCTh, HO OH
OBICTPO B3s1JI C€0s1 B PYKHU U XOJIOJHO CITPOCHIT:

— Bbl BoOO11I€ TOHUMAETE, O YeM TOBOPUTE?

M 3TOT X010/ B €0 TOJI0CE JOBET MEHS 10 TOUYKU KUIIEHUS.

Pe3ko BcTasia B BaHHE.

Pec tak ke pe3ko OTBEpHYIICH.

Ara, kak xe! «Bce crecHeHus: — posoi!», «Mexay HaMu HE JTOJIKHO
OBITh HUKAKUX TIperpaj!».

JlemonoB mxert!

— BbI gaxke cMOTpeTh Ha MEHsI HE B COCTOSIHUM. O KakoM COJNMKEHHUH
MOXXET UATH peUub? — Kayas r0JIOBOM, CIIPOCHUJIA ... HE 3HAO... y BO3ayXa?

IToromy 4TO makaTh Xo4yercs. A eme — 3apAauTb HaCICIHUKY
ACKPUMOM, JKEJIATEIILHO TT0 IPUYUHHOMY MECTY.

Henb3s Tak mronemu urpate! I'perop 3naert, uro Pec mue HpaBurcsa. OH
BUJIETT 3TO 1O MOEMy JIMIly, KOrja s JKjJajia OcCBOOOXxIeHus ['HeBa
Nmneparopa. I 0H HECKOIBKO pa3 yTOUHSI — yCIIeNa JU s IPUBSA3ATHCS K
Pecy u momupunace 11 ¢ HUM, KOTJa Mbl BUAEIHUCH B mociaeaHui pas3. OH
xouet, utoObsl ['HeB MMmeparopa mposBIII KO MHE MHTEPEC M TEM CaMbIM
npuBsi3al kK ceode!

Xaoc! Hy He HaCTONBKO K€ 4 [Tyna, 4YTOObl HE MTOHSAThH 3TOTO!

Opnnako IIpaBoii Pyke nmneparopa 310 3a1aHue sIBHO MPUILIIOCH HE TIO
OymIE... W 3TO TOXKE OYEBHJHO — BOT TOJBKO OCIIOPUTH PEIICHHE
HacJICIHUKA OH HE MOJKET, BOT M My4aeTcs, 001e3HbII!

— 5 Mory Ha Bac CMOTPETb, — HEOXKUJJAHHO OTBETHJI TOy0O0TIa3blil, — U
MHE HE MPETUT MBICIH COMU3UTHCS ¢ BaMU. HO MBI 1O-pa3HOMY OTHOCHMCS
K CJIOBY «COJIM)KEHHE», — CHAB IMOJIOTEHIIE C KpPIOYKa Ha JBEpH, MPOU3HEC
OH.

A 3areM nogoiea Ko MHE U 00EpHYJI MOE TEJI0 MITKON TKaHbIO.

Sl maxxe gplare nepecrana.

— U B yeM ke pazHuna? — mo4YeMy-To O4€Hb TUXO YTOUHUIIA.

— Cepbe3HbIC OTHOIICHHUS, CBaIb0a, CEMbsI — BCE 3TO HE PO MeHs. To,
YTO 51 BaM IPEJIarar0, He UMEET HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHHUS K TOMY, YTO IIPUHSITO



CUMTATh TPAAUIIMOHHBIM.

— BrbI npeniaraete MHe cTaTh Balliei. .. JIIOOOBHUIICH? — BBIIOXHYIA S,
IS Ha HETO BO BCE IJIasa.

— Jlo aTOTO €Ie HY)KHO JOKHTh, — HEOXKHJAHHO MSTKO YJIBIOHYICS
Pec. — Ham Hekyma cnemuts. Ho s decteH ¢ BamMH — WMHOrO 1 Bam
MPEVIOKUTH HE CMOTY.

— W BBI roBOpHTE MHE 00 3TOM, ITOTOMY UTO...

— IloromMy 4YTO HHUKTO HE CMOXET NPENJIOKHUTh BaMm Oojblie, —
MPOU3HEC TEJIIOXPAHUTEIh HMMIIEpaTopa, BLIOMBAsS y MEHS IMOYBY HU3-TIOJ
HOT. — BBl MoOJonbl U ouapoBareiabHbl. M yBepeH, CIOCOOHBI MHOTUM
noHpaBUThCA. HO BBl JOMKHBI MOMHUTH, YTO HUKTO W3 TE€X, KTO OyaeT
OJlapuBaTh BaC CBOMM BHHMaHHUEM, HE CMOXXET MPUKOCHYTHCA K BaM. HUKTO
HE CMOXET cJelaTh Bac CBoed xkeHoWh. Bo3MOKHO, Korja-HUOyab BBI
HAyYUTECh KOHTPOJIUPOBATh CBOIO CHIIY, HO K TOMY MOMEHTY BBl OyieTe
HACTOJILKO TE€CHO IIOBSI3aHbI CO BCEM, UTO KAaCaeTCs UMIIEparopa W TauH
CpenuMupsbs, 4TO MPOCTO HE CMOXKETE. .. YUTH.

S cmoTpena Ha MPOTHMBOMOJIOKHYIO CTEHY U Jake He Mopraia. To, o
YeM OH TOBOPHT... TO, KaK OH 00 3TOM FOBOPHUT. ..

O na, on yecreH co mHOM. Ho 3a 4TO MHE BCd 3Ta mpaBia MOJaHA
MUMEHHO cCeruyac U UMEHHO B TakoM Buue?!

Sl u cama He 3amMeTuIa, KaK YBIIAXKHWINCh MOH IJia3a.

— IIpocture MeHd 3a TO, YTO 1 TOBOPO BaM Bce 310. Ho g BUAen mo
BallleMy JIMITY: CETOJHS Bl HE OT/JaBaju cebe oTyeTa B TOM, KTO BBl €CTb.
Bam mnopa noHsTh, 4TO Apyrod cyabObl y Bac He OyaeT. I cMuputhes c
STHUM.

— BbI yynOBHIIIHO KECTOKHU, — BBIIABUJIA 5, BCEMH CUJIAMH CTAPASICh HE
MIPOJIUTH HU CJIC3UHKH.

— Koraa-To u MHE NpUIIIIOCh CMUPUTRLCS € TEM, KTO 51 €CTh. BaMm Oyner
MpOIIE, €CIN Yy BaC 3TO MPOU3OMIET CEeldyac, A0 TOTO, KaK Bbl IMO3BOJIUTE
cebe MeuTaTh 0 4YeM-TO O0JIbIIIeM, — HETPOMKO OTBEeTHI Pec.

— WM Bce 3T0... BCe 3TO s JOJDKHA ObLIa YCIHBIIIATh M3-3a JYPAIKOTO
MpuranieHus Ha 6an? — XOJOIHO CIPOCHIIA s, MOJKaB I'yObl U BCE eIle
CUJIICh HE PAa3pPEBETHCS MEPE]l HUM.

Mornuanue, TmOCIeqOBaBIliee IOCJIE€ MOEro  BOIpoca,  ObLIO
KPaCHOPEUYMBEE BCEX CJIOB.

— Bynbre 100pHI, 0CTaBbTE MEHS OJHY, — IPOU3HECTIA POBHO.



Pec Bhimien u 3akpbul 3a COOOM ABEPh, a s MEAJICHHO OIyCTUJIaCh B
BaHHY.

Bort Tak, na?

Jpyroro Oynyiiero He Oyner, 1a?

N MHE CTOUT CMUPUTHCS?

— Jla uTo0 Bac Bcex Xaoc MoXpaj, — MEIJICHHO MpOoU3Heca s, TSI
BIEPE MU HUYETO HE BUIA.

OHU ¢ HACJEIHUKOM TMOJIaralroT, YTO s TMOPBIJIAI0 U MPUMY BCE Kak
ectb? O, mrynusl! Bugur Xaoc: MyX4YMHBI CTaHOBSITCSL OY€HbBb
HEJIaJIbHOBUIHBI, KOTJIa BEPSIT, YTO JTUIITUIIN KEHITUHY BCEX BAPUAHTOB.

Menst npurnacuiu Ha 6an? Ha Moe uMsl OTIpaBWIM 3alIpoOC caMOMy
uMneparopy?

Tak s npuny!

U sToT 6an 3HaTh UMIIEPHUH €IIIe T0JITo He 3a0yeT!

— JloHu, Tyxke! — ckomanaoBania s, AepKach 3a Kpas JaMCKOTO CTOJIMKA.

— Mononas rocmoxa, eciu 5 3aTaHy TyXKe, s CJIOMaro BaM pedpa! — B
y’Kace IpoJIeTieTaa CiyKaHKa.

— MHe HU K yemy pebpa, eciii s He CMOTY O4apoBaTh Ha 3TOM Oaiy
BCEX MYXXYMH, J0 MMOCIEIHET0! — pABKHYIA 51, CTApasiCh HE JbIIIATb.

— locrioxka, BBl TOBOpHUTE, Kak Bamla Marymika! — e€IBa HE Ijiada OT
HEOOXOAMMOCTH YOMBaTh MO€ 3J0pOBbE O3TUM OPYAHUEM ISl TBITOK,
oTBeTHIIa [{oHH.

— Yt0? — 4 pe3ko pa3BepHynach k Hell. — [louemy ThI Tak ckazana?

— IloTomy uTO 3TO mMpaBga, — mpsya miasza, MpousHecna oHa. — Bama
MaTyIllka B MOJIOAOCTH Me4YTaja MOHPAaBUTHCS BCEM MykunHaMm. S Obuia
€IIe COBCEM MAaJICHBKOW, HO IIOMHIO, KAK OHA JIOBUJIA CBOEC OTPAXXCHUE BO
BCEX 3epKaJiax 0COOHSKA.

A obepHynachk M ycTaBWiIach Ha COOCTBEHHOE OoTpakeHue. Jla, B aToM
IJIaTbe, C OTOM BBICOKOM MPUYECKOW S U BHOPSIMb CIMUILIKOM CHUJIBHO
HaroMHHaia Marb. JleKobTe MOEro Hapsjaa MOXXHO OBbLUIO CMENO Ha3BaTh
BBI3BIBAIOIINM, €CIU Obl HE OJJHO «HO»: TOHYAMIIEEe YepHOE KPY>KEBO, YTO
TAHYJIOCh OT Kpas BbIpe3a 1O C€aMOro TOpJia, 3aKkoBbIBasg BCE



MPEANOIOKUTEIBHO OTKPBITHIE YYaCTKM MOEro Tejla B JOpPOTyl0, HO
HAJISKHYI0 OPOHIO.

EcTecTBeHHO, PUCMOTPEBIINCH, CPEAN HCKYCHOTO PUCYHKAa MOYKHO
OBLIO 3aMETUTh U BEPXHUE KOHTYPhI MOEH TPYyAH, HO... KTO CKa3all, YTO TaK
XOIUTh HeNb3d? B ocTtanbHOM IUIaThe OBIJIO CTPOTUM U CIIMTHIM TIO
NOCJENHEW MOJE M3 CaMOro JOPOroro MIENKa CJIOXKHOTO NEPEIUICTCHHUS.
Tsoxenoe oxkepenbe ¢ KPyNHbIM OOCHIMAHOM B LIEHTPE J€Nalio MEHs
MOXOXEHN Ha MPHUHIIECCY U3 KoposieBcTBa Tpaypa.

Ho mHe 310 HpaBUIIOCK.

Pa3 yx caM HacleIHUK pElWI, YTO MHE CTOUT OrPAHUYHUTHCS
oOmecTBoM Peca 10 KOHLIa CBOMX JIHEW, S HE MOTY HE MOMYMHHUTHCS €ro
PELIEHUIO.

Ho 510 He 3HauyuT, 4TO 5 3arouy cebs B CTEHax OCOOHsAKa U Oymy
OTKJIOHATH BCE MPETIOKEHUS IPYKOBI.

OT10 — oduLIMATIbHAS BEPCUSL.

Heodumuanbhas xe ['peropy He moHpaBUTCA. ..

— Ho ocobeHHO OHa XxoTena MOHPABUTHCS OpaTy HBIHELIHETO
UMIIepaTopa, — MOHATHUS HE UMEsl O MOUX KOBAPHBIX MBICISX, MPOAOIHKAIA
JEJIUTHCS BOCIIOMUHAHUSAMM J[OHUW... W HE 3amevasa, Kak BBITATUBACTCS
MO€ JIIIO.

— bpary... umneparopa? — MeIJIEHHO mepecnpocwia s, DSOS Ha
CILy’KaHKy 4epe3 3epKaJio.

— Ox, Ttam Takue crtpacTu kurenu! Bam oren agoOusics Baien
MaTylku ¢ 6oem! A MOTOM y>X U Bbl OSIBUJIMCH, U BCE CIIYXH YJIETJIUCH, —
OecrieyHo oTMaxHynach JloHu, a moe nuio nobmeaHeno. — Moronas
rocIoxa, Bam Imioxo?!

— Jpimark. .. cioxHO. — S 0OJeryeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, KOIZa OHA YyTh
ociabuna xkopcet. — Jlonu!

Ciy>xaHKa B3JIpOTHYJIA.

— A te ceituac Opat ummneparopa?

— Tak s nouem 3Har0? OH Mepe1o MHOW HE OTYUTHIBAETCS.

S ymepmace pykamu B cronemHuny. Hamek Hauu o moen decru,
xenanue [peropa cOnm3uth Hac ¢ Pecom, 3amucka marymiku, ee Iep30CThb
Mepe]l HACJAEAHUKOM M UMIIEPATOPOM. .. O YEM s HE 3Har0?!

Maue cpouno HyxHO nonacte B Jlapkcroyn! IIpocto Hememienno! Ho
BHaJase — Oal.



N mectps Pecy, OenoMy mymmcToMy JOMAIIHEMY KOTEHKY — C JIETKOM
pyku Hanu.

Ee 3amucky s ObICTpO YHUYTOXWIA, yOenuBIIWCh, 4TO J[>)KMB3 He
noxiansiBaet lIpaBout Pyke HMmmepatopa o moen noure. Kak Menkas
yMyApUJIaCh OTHPAaBUTh MUCHMO U3 JIapKCTOYH Tak, 4TOOBl HUTOYKH HE
BEJIM K aKaJIeMUH, s HE 3HAI0, HO YBEpEHA: MHE BOJIHOBAThHCSA HE O ueM. U
naxe eciau Pec kakuMm-To 00pa3oMm Mpo3Hajd O MHUCHbME, OTBETa 5 HE
OTIPABIIIO, CIEAOBATEIBHO, OH HE Y3HAET aJIPEC «ITOTY4daTes.

Yro BBIHYKJA€T MEHs 3aAyMarbCs HAJ JPYTUM CIIOCOOOM Iepeaayu
uH(pOpMaIUK. .. TAKUM, KaK...

— Bot unnotka! — Mowu ry0bI pacTsSHYJIUCH B JJOBOJIBHYIO YIIBIOKY.

— 1?7 — oOmxeHnHo oTo3Banach {oHu.

— 41, — mosicHuna eu.

JpeBHue pyHbl. S BiIaaer0 pyHHMYECKOW Marueu, Mmycrb U JOBOJIBHO
OTPAaHUYEHHO... HO TEM HE MEHEE... 1 MOTY IEpeaaBaTh MOCIaHus, Kak Pec
u kak Jleon! HyxxHo TOnpko Haiith yuutens! A HaHu 3HaeT o ToM, 4TO 4
oOyyanach y MNPOTHMBHOIO CTapuKaHa JPEBHUM pyHaM IOCJIE TOro, Kak
coexana u3 nepeBHu! I ”MEHHO OH MOXET J1aThb MHE CTOJIb HEOOXOIUMbBIE
3HaHMUS!

W Tonbko €ro oHa MOIJIa Ha3BaTh «JIFOOMMBIM JIeyJei», YUUTHIBAs,
YTO BCE MHCHMO M0 CMBICITY — IEpEBEPTHII!

— Mmue 3aBTpa ke HeoOxoaumo OyaeT BBIOpaThCsS M3 OCOOHSAKA IMOJ
OJaro4ecTUBBIM Ipeaorom! — BeImaiwia s, cXBaTuB JloHM 3a pyKH.

— Mosker, nopa yoparh 4acTb JeHer B 0aHK? — Ha X0y IpuayMala Ta,
BEPHO YJIOBUB MOW HACTPOM.

— Ho ny1s1 3TOro Hy»>HO HaWTH OLICHIIUKA, IIPOBEPEHHOTO 3aKOHOM. J10
ATOr0 1 OOMEHHWBAJIa JAPATOIIEHHOCTH 0€3 KaKUX-JIHOO MOJTBEPKIA0IUX

JOKYMEHTOB. .. — S IpuKycuia ryoy, yCHICHHO ayMasl, iyMas, yMas. ..
— Jlenu Kaiiput, — o6parunace ko mue Jlonu. 1 BnepBeie caenana 3To
opHUIIHAIBHO.

51 mocMmorpena Ha Hee.

— He 3Haro, 4ro BBl 3HaeTe O Balled MATyIIKE, HO... IIO3BOJIBTE
BBICKA3aTh IPEAOI0KEHUE? — POOKO MOMPOCHIIA CITy/KaHKA.

— Moxenb roBOpUTh.

— VY Bamieil MaTylKk# ObUIO MHOTO MTOKJIOHHUKOB. U 51 yBepeHa, uTo Kak
MUHHMYM TpPETh COAEPKUMOIO CYHIAyKa — MOJapKuh Oorarblx JIOpPJOB.
IIpoBepuTh 3TO JIETKO — CEMEHHBIE NPATrOLEHHOCTH 3HAaTH 3aHECEHBI B



0COOyI0 KHUTY, KOTOpasi €CTh y BCEX IJIaB BEJIUKHUX POJOB, K KOTOPHIM
KOIJIa-TO OTHOCWJICS W Baml... KaxeTrcs, oHa CTOMT Ha IMOJIKE B KaOMHETE
BAaIIIEro OTIIA.

ITo mepe ee c10B MOM TJ1a3a MEIJICHHO paciupwinck. M kak s cama He
noxymanach?! Ota madocHas KHIDKCHIMS, CTpaHWUIIAMH KOTOPOM Tak
JOOWIIM XBaCTaThCs BCE HACJICAHUKH W3BECTHBIX POJOB... MHE XBaTHIIO
OJTHOTO TIOCEIICHUS JBOPIla B MAJIOJICTHEM BO3PacTe, YTOOBI 3alIOMHUTH €€
Ha3BaHue. «bieck 3HaTn CpeauMupbs».

— OHa COBEpIIEHHO TOYHO JOJDKHA OBITh Yy OTIA, — MEIJIECHHO
MPOU3HECHA 51 C TOPAIIMMH TJla3aMu... U ocekya cama cebsa. — Ho kak s
CMOT'Y IPEIOCTAaBUTh ATU MOAAPKU OLICHITUKY U3 0aHka? YUTo s eMy ckaxy?
Yto Most MaTh Obl1a IFOOOBHUIIEH MHOTUX M3BECTHBIX JJOPIOB?!

— Tocnoxka, BB HemooleHHBacTe ccOs. — JIOHM HCEOXHIAHHO
Harpajinia MEeHs MHOTO3HAUYUTEIbHOMN YIBIOKOA.

— B cMmpbIciie? — He ToHsIA £1.

— BaMm HeoOs3aTenbHO paccka3blBaTh O TOM, YbH 3TO JIPArolleHHOCTH.
B Takux ciayyasx gydiie npeajiokuTh CBOE. .. MOTYaHHUE.

51 mo-HOBOMY MOCMOTpEIIa HA CBOKO CITYKAHKY.

— MHorue u3 JJIOpAOB HAXOJATCS B Opake, 1 B 3TOM MPOCTO yBepeHa. A
BBl TEIEph — JIIOOMMHMIIA HACJICIHUKA, HACKOJIBKO s moHsna. [la-ma, cimyxu
no0paiuch M 0 Halleld TIIyXoMaHu, — ycMexHynach [Jonu. — K Tomy ke
MHE XBaTWJIO Tapy pa3 yBUAETh HACJICIHUKA WUMIICPUM Ha JIy)KallKe Tmepen
JIOMOM, YTOOBI IMIOHSITh, YTO 3TU CIYXH HE BPYT.

— Sl "He moOumunia. S ero MmieHHUIA, — OPOLEAWIa s, ISl Ha CBOE
OTpakEHUE.

— OO0 3ToM Heo0s13aTeNbHO 3HATHh BCEM, — MOAOMpas Mapy BBIMABIINX
JIOKOHOB IINUJIbKaMH, MyJIpo 3ametrwna Jlonu. — J[ocTtaTodHO BEPUTH B TO,
YTO BBl ceilyac oOmackaHbl ero BHMMaHHeM. OIEHIIMK M3 OaHKa MPUMET
Ballld JPArolieHHOCTH M JacT 3a HUX HEOOXOAUMYIO CyMMY. A BbI CMOXKETE
OTKPBITh CUET HA CBOE M.

S cmoTpena Ha cBO€ OoTpa)keHHue, JOJIT0 CMOTpelia. A 3aTeM nmoiMasa B
3epKajie B3I CIIY>KaHKU. .. CIIUIIIKOM OBICTPO TTOYMHEBIIIEH CITy>KaHKH.

— JloHu. ..

— Jla, Mononas rocroxa?

— Ha ubeit To1 cTOpOHE, JJOoHN?

— Ha cropone nmoma J[I3’bappo, Mos rocmoxa, — OTBETHB MHE
OTKPBITHIM B3IJISIZIOM, OTO3Basiach J{oHM.



ScHo. Most MaTh U 10 ocoOHsiKa cymena aoTsaHyThes. Ho kak? Kak et
3TO ynaercs?!

— Yto oHa Tebe nmoooberana? — Cupocusia HErpoOMKO.

— Bce, dero tpedyet Moe cepiie, 3To uToosl poa {3’ bappo Bbiiien u3
TEHU W BEpHYN cebe OblIoe MOTYIIECTBO. Torga W s, CKpOMHAasl Ciyra
MOJIOJIOM TOCHOXKH, CMOT'Y YCTPOHUTh CBOKO JKH3Hb TaK, KaKk TOTO 3aX04y, —
OIYCTHUB T'OJIOBY, OTBETHIIA [[OHMU.

— Xopoio. CBoOoHA.

CiyxaHKa MOKJIOHWJIACh Y BBIILJIA U3 KOMHAThl, OCTABUB MEHS O/IHY.

Kak mHoro mndopmainuu, Haj KOTOPOH CTOUT MOAYMATh... U JTyMaTh
HaJl KOTOPOW COBCEM HET BPEMEHU. A MOSI MaTh — HACTOAIIAsl NTAy4YnXa, 4YTO
oIuieaa CBOEW CeThro, Kaxercs, Bce Cpemumupne! M kakas poiib B ee
MHOTOJICTHEM TIUlaHe oTBeneHa godepu? Kak s gomxkHa BecTH ceos,
YUHUTBIBASI, YTO BOKPYT — OAHHU XHUIIHUKHU, YACTh U3 KOTOPBIX MEUTAET YOUTH
MEHS 32 TO, 4TO s BBITAlIWIa U3 3aToueHUs Peca, a yacTh HajeeTcss HaWTU
BO MHE BO3MOXKHYIO COIO3HHILY B OOphO€ 3a CBO€ COOCTBEHHOE MECTO MO
cosiHLEeM?..

Sl HargHyNna HA KUCTU PYK TOHYAMIIME KPYXEBHbIC MEPUATKHU, CBEPXY
HaHMU3aJla MePCTHH.

JIns Hayana... HUKTO Ha Oaly HE JOJKEH COMHEBAThCSI B TOM, UTO
nenu Kaiiput — 6orata u B «yIaqyHOM MapTUN» HE HYKIAETCA.

Imo pas.

A uay Ha os1rOoT Oanm He 3a OOrarbIMU >KEHHUXaMH, CIOCOOHBIMU
YIPOUUTh MO€ TOJIOKEHUE Cpely 3HaTu umriiepuu. M He 3a 00IecTBOM,
KOTOPOTO Tak A0Aro Obuta juiieHa. S uay Ha Oai, yToObl 10Ka3aTh, YTO HE
HYX/1al0Ch HU B KOM U3 HUX, HAIPOTUB — 3TO OHU HYKJ1aroTcs Bo MHe. O 1a,
s YBEpEHAa, YTO CTaHy CEHcaluel 0ajga — U MO€ IUIaThe 3/1€Ch HU MPU YEM.
Moe ums. 1 umsi Moero poja — BOT UTO MPUTSHET UX B3IVISIbI MPEKIE
Bcero. Jlymaro, nopa Kacmipod pemmn mpeaocTaBUTh 3HATH  HOBOE
pa3BJICUCHHE. . .

N BOT TYT B MOel rosioBe chopMHpPOBaAIaCh Ta CaMmasi MbICHb. ..

[lopa mnoka3arh, 4YTO HOBas IJlaBa poJla HUYEM HE YCTymHaeT
181019 13014%11(S178

U smo osa.



[y1aBa 8. He cTouT 3,14Th 3HEeproMara

— Mosogas xo3siiKa, MOo3BOJIBTE BBIPA3UTh MO€ BocxuineHue! — [lexu
JIKvB3a cierka nNoKpacHe u OT TOPAOCTH, KOTa S CITyCTUJIACh BHU3.

EMy Mo# BHEmIHWI BUJ NMPHUIIENICSA IO BKYCy... B ominuue or Peca,
peaKuuen KOTOPOro CTaJIO YETKOE:

— BsI B 3TOM HE noenere!

— OcTaHOBUTE MEHS, — CIOKOMHO OTIIAPUPOBAJIA .

— OTO IJIaTke. ..

— Jocmogun Pec, BaM He KaXeTcs, YTO TaK... HACTOMYHBO
MpUIMpaThCA K rapepoOy Jielu, He CBS3aHHOW C BaMHU y3aMH KPOBH WIIU
Opaka, — KaK MUHHMYM HETaKTHYHO? OTO IUIaTh€ B BBICHIECH CTEIECHU
MPWINYHO, U O0JIBIIIE TEMY CBOETO rapiepoda st ¢ BaMu 00CyK1aTh HE OyIy.

— BB Oyzmere CHMIIKOM BBIIETSATHCS, — MPOLEAUI MEC UMIIEPaTopa,
BCEM CBOMM BHUJIOM BBIKa3bIBasi HEIOBOJIBCTBO.

— A Benp Ha Oanbl XOIAT, YTOOBI TMPATATHCS 32 KOJOHHAMH... S U
3a0bl1a. — HarpaguB ero CHUCXOIUTENBHBIM B3IVISIIOM, S HAMpaBUJIACh K
BXOJHOU JIBEPH.

— K kotopomy wacy Bac xpaTh, mMoyofas xo3siika? — J[Bopeukui
MMOYTUTEIIBHO CKJIIOHWIICS, IMOJABasi MHE HAKUJIKY.

— He xmu wmensa, /xuB3. I HaMmepeHa 3aaepiKarbCs HACTOJIBKO,
HACKOJIBKO TO3BOJISAT MPWINYKA, — YIBIOHYJIACh 5, HACTAXAasCh TEM, Kak
okaMeHeo nauno Peca.

— HacnenHuky 3TO HE TOHPABUTCS, — IICMHYJA OH MHE, KOrJa Mbl
MOAOILIH K SKUTIAXKY.

— A BBI €My HE MepeaBaiiTe, — CyXo OTBETHIIA 51, 3a0UPasICh BHYTPb.

— 51 MOry OTKpBITH €My CEKpeT Balllero OOHOBHMBLIErocCs rapaepooa,

KaK 1 OOHOBHUBIIICICS MeOCIIH B JIOME. .. — HETPOMKO 0TO3Bajcs Pec.
— la cnancs Bam moit rapaepo06! — S B3moxHyna, 3akarbiBas Iiasa, a
MOTOM JI0 MeHs aouwio. .. — Cepbe3Ho? Bbl onmyckaerech 10 maHTaxa?

— BBI He ocTaBnsere MHe BapuaHTOB. KOHTpoJIupoBaTh Bac BXOJIUT B
MOH TIPSIMbIE€ O00SI3aHHOCTH.

— A d4rO elie BXOAUT B Ballu Mpsmbie 00s3aHHOCTH? CoOJa3HATH
MEHs, KOorjla BaM »JTO 3abmaropaccymutcsi? — S 3axJionHyna JBepiry
Kapetbl. — W 51a, ecnum BBl paccKakeTe HACJIEIHUKY O MOEM BHE3aITHO



npUOOPETEHHOM OOraTcTBe, eMy NpHUIETCS MyOIMYHO MPU3HATH BEJIUYUHY
cumnaruu 3Hath CpenuMupbs K Moel Marepu. Tporai! — ckomanzoBaia
HOBOMY Ky4€EpY U PE3KO 3aJepHYJIa IITOPKY HA OKHE.

Jloexanu Mbl OTHOCHUTENIBHO OBICTPO: S €/1Ba yCIENa MPUBECTH MBICIU
B MOPAJIOK ¥ M30aBUTHCS OT THEBHOTO PyMSIHLIA Ha IIIEKaX.

OcoOnsik KactinpoeB MOKHO ObUIO CMENIO Ha3BaTh 3aMKOM... a pa3Mep
KOIlIeJIbKa J3TOT0 CEeMECTBa CTONb K€ CMEJNO Ha3BaThb O€3OHHBIM.
VYIUBUTENBHO, KaK MUMIEPATOPCKAasi CEMbsl TEPIUT PSAOM C COOOM TaKylo
OOJIBIITYIO YTPO3y?

Pec oTKpbLI ITepe1o MHOM ABEPIlY KapeThl U MPEIIOKUIT CBOU JIOKOTb.

— IlomuuTe, oHM Bam He Jpy3bsi. HUKTO M3 HHMX, — IIOHHU3UB TOJIOC,
IIPOM3HEC OH, MOKa MBI LUIM IO MMPOKOM ajulee K IapaJHOMy BXOIYy B
MMEHHE TJIAaBHBIX OOTrauell HMIIEpHH.

— Pec, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MHE HE IIATh JieT! S mpekpacHo 0co3Haro, Kyaa
IpUIIlIa U C KaKOM 1LIeNbiI0 MeHs TMo3Baiu. YTo Bac Tak OECHOKOUT B 3TOU
cutyaiuu? To, 4TO U3 MEHS TMOMNBITAIOTCA CAETaTh KJIOyHA, WM TO, YTO
CMOTY TIOHPABUTHCS Jiopaam? — Opocuiia si, MOJHSB OI00POIOK.

— Yro crajo ¢ TOM [JEBYIIKOM, KOTOpas JAEIWIIaCh CBOUMHU
IIEPEKMBAHUSAMH, YTO €A HE C KEM IOroBoputh?.. M1 xoropas nenmnacek
CBOMMHU CTpaxamMH, 4TO OHa HE CMOXET CTaTh JUAEPOM? — HErPOMKO
ciupocun Pec, misang Brepex U UrHOpPUpPYs TO, KAK KPACHEIO MOE JIMLO 110
Mepe MPOU3HECEHUA UM DTHUX CIIOB.

— Bpl BcnoMHWIM... — S yTKHynach B3IVISIAOM B 3€MJIIO, @ IIOTOM U
BOBCE OCTaHOBUJIACK.

— To, Kako¥ Bbl OBUIH. .. OTKPBITOM, MPOCTOM. .. U300pETATEIHLHOM. . .

— Br1 ke moHuMaete, uTo Tako s Obla TOJIBKO ¢ BaMu. [lotoMy yTO
Jymaia, 4YTo Bbl OTEPSUIA NTaMSTh U BPsIL JIU KOIJIa-TO BCIIOMHUTE BCE, YTO
IIPOUCXOAUT, — IIEpeOUBas €ro, YeTKO MTPOU3HECA 5.

— Ho 3710 He 3HauWT, 4TO BHI IEepecTaau Takou ObITh, — OTpe3an Pec,
IS HA MEeHs. — A ceifuac mepeo MHOU paspsbkeHHas (uda, gymarorast
JIMIIB O TOM, CKOJIBKO MOKJIOHHUKOB yMaJIeT K €€ HoraM Ha ouepeaHoM Oaiy.

— Brl He nmeete npaBa! — OrpbI3HYIACH 51, PE3KO NOJHUMAs B3IJIAIL.

— Otyero xe? Bbl cTONBKO pa3 TOBOPWIM MHE, YTO s ObLI HAMHOIO
Mujiee B KayecTBe mara 0e3 maMartH, 3aneproro B UepHoii OamiHe, — a Kak
TOJIKO p€Yb 3alula O BallUMX IIEPEMEHaX, Bbl CUMTAETE, YTO S JOJDKEH
MOJTYaTh.

— 4 — nenu, — HaMOMHMIJIA OYEBUIHOE.



— Hy 4ro x. I — He nopxa. A mpocTol TeloXpaHUTeNb UMIIEpAaTOpa U HE
00s13aH COONIOIAaTh ITUKET.

— OpnHako paHbLIE BbI €10 coOnronanu!

— PaHb111e BBl He Beln celsl, KaK Balla MaTh!

— Torma s BO3Bpamar Bam Ball BOIMPOC: YTO 34 3TU TPHU AHA CTaJO C
Bamu? Jla, B BEpHYJIU CBOIO MaMsTh U SIBWIM ceOsi MUPY BO BCeil cBoei
Kpace. Bbl pazBeHuanu oOpa3 MOTEpsIHHOTO 3aTBOPHUKA B MOEM CO3HAHUHU.
Ho 4To craso ¢ TeM MOJYaIuMBBIM, IyCTh M CJIETKa arpeCCUBHBIM, MaroM,
BBIIIEAIIUM K3 UepHOU OalllHU U MPUCTABIEHHBIM KO MHE HACJICTHUKOM?

— 5l Bac He moHMMaro, — HaxMmypuiica Pec.

— A s BaM MOSICHIO: MOTYQJIMBBIM U 0€3y4acCTHBIM Bbl MHE HPaBWJIHUCH
0onb1Ie!

— S 3ametun, BaM BOOOIIE HPABUTCS, KOTAA MYKYMHBI MOJIYaT, a
BO3MOKHOCTh TOBOPUTH UMEETE TOJIBKO Bbl! — iporeans ['HeB Mmneparopa.

— 910 He... — S pacrepsnack oT M0JOOHOrO OOBUHEHUS. — BBI TONIBKO
U JIeJIaeTe, YTO OCKOpOIsieTe MeHs!

— Pa3Be ockopOmsawo? Kaxercs, s roBopro ToibKo TpaBay. Mnu B
XOTUTE, YTOOBI 51 BaM JIbCTUJI M oOMaHbiBaj Bac? Ham MHOTO BpeMeHU
IIPEACTOUT IPOBECTH BMeECTE. BO3MOXKHO, Aaxke BCIO )KU3Hb. TaK CTOUT JHU
CTPOUTH OTHOIIECHUS HA JIKU?

— 51 BoOOIIEe HE HaMepeHa CTPOUTh C BaMHM HHKAKHE OTHOIICHUS! —
BBIPBAJIOCh Y MEHsS Ha BOJIHE MCKPEHHOCTU. Pec 3aMOiK, misas Ha MEHs
HapsHKEHHO M COCPENOTOYEHHO. — Sl JKeCTOKO olmbanach Ha Balll CYET,
noJiarasi, 4T0 Mbl CMOXEM HalTu oOuui s3bIK. S ommbanace U Ha Ipyrou
CUET: g AyMaja, YTO Bbl MHE MHTEPECHBI KaK My>XKuMHa. S gaxe aymana, uto
BItoOIeHa B Bac. Ho Mol BEpAMKT TakoB: Bamie OOLIECTBO MHE MPOTUBHO.
N noka g ¢ Bamu, I CYUTAIO MUHYTHI, KOTJIa 3Ta MBITKA 3aKOHYUTCS !

— Ecnu BBl iyManu MeHs OCKOpOHTh, TO BBIHYXJIEH BaC pa3oyapoBaTh:
s CIBIIIAJI U HE Takoe, — Cyxo mnpousHec Pec, mraas mHe B mmaza. — U
nocTapanTech HE IMOKa3aTh BalllMX HMCTUHHBIX YYBCTB Ha OOIIECTBEHHOM
Cylie, UHa4e 3T0 OyJeT CTOUTh BaM >KU3HHU.

SApocts! Bee, 4To g MCHIBITHIBAJIA B JaHHBIA MOMEHT, — 3TO sipocTh! U
OHa OblJJa HACTOJIBKO BEJIMKA, YTO 51 MOHMMAJa: €llle Mmapa CJIOB, U BCEM
oyner oxo!

— Kyna BbI? — cTporo cnpocun Pec, korma s pa3BepHynach Ha CTO
BOCEMBJIECAT I'PALYCOB.



— DTOT mpa3IHUK TepecTal ObITh i MEHS MPUBIEKATEIbHBIM, —
OTBETHJIa CKBO3b 3yObl, MeuTasi MOOBICTpee 100paTbcsd JO COOCTBEHHOTO
cajia U 3CKPUMBI, OCTaBJICHHON B CHabHE.

— Jlenu Karipur!

Y100 Tebs1!
[Ipunuioch 0cTaHOBUTHCS U 00epHYTHCS K JTopay Kactiporo.
— S nameroch, Bbl He yxoaute? — bnonaun mnopomen k Pecy,

BHUMATEILHO TSI Ha MEHSI.

N n3 xakoro Kycra oH Bbuie3?!

— 51 oOpoHuUIa B KapeTe CBOM MEePCTEHb, — HAIIIACH C OTBETOM.

— VYBepeH, OH HaljeTcs, — JexXypHO yinblOHyIcst Kactiapoii. — Bac Bce
KIYT.

[myboko B3mOXHYB (Mpo cebs, KOHEYHO), S HATAHYJIa Ha JIUIIO
apyxeno0Hyo yiabpiOKy. [lomonuia k My»X4nHaMm, paaysich, 4TO Ha JBOPE
JABHO TEMHO M BBIPAKEHHE MOETO JIMIA HENb3sI TOJIKOM pa3msaieTb. Haue
nopa Kactipoit 3ametun Obl, YTO BMECTO YJIBIOKM MOM POT MCKa)XaeT
3BEPUHBIN OCKAJI.

Kaxk Toibko MBI JOIILIK JI0 TTAPaHOTO BXO/A U TIepe] HAMHU OTKPBUIUCH
IBEpU — CBET OyKBAJIBHO OCIENWI: s JaXe HE pa3Iuyuia 4YelOBeKa,
MPUHSABIIETO MO0 HakuAKY. [Ipuiiypunace, mo3Bosisisi ria3aM MPUBBIKHYTH,
Y BIIOXKHJIA JIAJIOHb B PYKY X035iMHA JoMa. [loBepHyna Kk HeMy roJIoBy...

W gyThb B37€pHYyIa OPOBB.

— Bbl HeBeposATHBI, — U3pek Jopa Kactiapoil, mommomias Moe JHIO,
MIPUYECKY, IJIaThe U IPArolleHHOCTHU KaIHBIM B3IJISIJIOM.

Jla, cerogHs s BBIIVISDKY HEIIOXO, JIaXKe MO COOCTBEHHBIM MEpKaM, HO
MPUHATh KOMIUTUMEHT K CEPJIIly HE MOJYyYHJIOCh: CIUIIKOM CBEXH ObLIU B
namsATu ciosa Peca.

Kcraru, o nce umneparopa. ..

— Bpl wumere B3MIAO0OM TETOXpAHUTENS BAAABIKA? — 3aMETHII
Kactapoi. — On npomen B 6anbHbIN 3a7. [IpusHatecs, s yauBiIeH, 4TO OH
BooOme mnpumen. OObryHO ['HeB MMmeparopa UTrHOpUPYET MOAOOHBIE
MEpOIPHUATHS.

— Bce mensiercs, — CKymno ynbIOHYyach 5 U 3aliaraja, BeoMas JIOpJIoM,
1o 6orato 0POpPMIICHHOMY XOJUTY OCOOHSKA.

[To xomy, Bnagenen BCEW 3TOM POCKOIIM PEIINI MPOBECTH IJISI MEHS
WH]IUBUIYATBHYIO S3KCKYPCHIO. ..



— Ilpoctutre Moe mrobomnbiTcTBO, Jeau Kaiiput, — nopa Kactipoi
HEB3HAuail MpoBel OOJBIIMM MAJIBLIEM MO MOEMY 3aIlICThlO0, — HO KaKHe
OTHOUIEHHUS CBSI3BIBAIOT BAC C TEJIOXPAHUTEIEM BIAIbIKH?

Kako#t nHTEpECHBIN BOIPOC.

— JlenoBbie, — OTBeTWJA S CHOKOWHO. — Sl Oymy BbICTynarb B €ro
3alUTy Ha CyJI€, KaK Bbl 3HAECTE.

— OTOT NPUCKOPOHBIN (DAKT U3BECTEH BCEM, — YIBIOHYICS JOP/.

— [IpuckopOHBI? — S crenana BUJI, YTO OCJBIIIAIACH.

— BBl Tak 10HBI, a y)X€ C TOJIOBOM OKYHYJIUCh BO BCE JIBOPLIOBbHIE
WHTPUTH, — JIETKO OTMAXHYJICA OH OT OIIAaCHOT'O MOBOpOTa Oecebl.

Kak BujHO, e1ie He BO BCe.

— Bam He HpaBuUTCS MOU CIIyTHUK, — YPOHUIIA £1.

— Hackonbko s cMOT NMOHSTH MO BalleMy BUAY B Caay... BaM OH TOXKE
HEe 0c000 HPABUTCA.

— Br1 nopcnymmsanu.

— He OynpTe Tak KaTerOpUYHBI B CBOEM CYXIECHUU — 51 YCIIIIIA JTUIITh
rapy CJIOB, KOTJIa IIEJl BAM HaBCTPEYY.

— A 3a4eM BBl IIUIM HaM HaBCTpedy? — S mepeBena Ha HEro UENKuu
B3I,

— Cnyru ckasaiu, 4To nMpuobLIa ene oJHa KapeTa, HO HUKTO U3 TOCTEeN
TaK ¥ HE MOSBWICS. .. S HE MOT HE MPOBEPUTH, — YIBIOHYIICS JIOP/I.

— DTO JieaeT BaM 4eCTh KaK XO35IMHY JI0Ma, — CAEPKAHHO YIBIOHYIACh
s B OTBET, U HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI MBI IIUIH MOJIYa. — A Ky/a Mbl HallpaBJsieMcs,
nopa Kactinpoi?

— Ilpoury, HE 30BUTE MEHSI MO0 UMEHU MOETO poja!l — HEOXKUIAHHO
3apa3UTENbHO pPacCMesIC OJIOHIUH.

Hekotopoe Bpems s momyana. Hu onuH MyxunHa He paccialmnsics
pSAOM CO MHOM /IO TakKOrO COCTOSHUSA, YTOOBI TMPOCTO M OTKPBITO
paccmesaThbes.

B ocHOBHOM B MoOeM MpPHUCYTCTBUUM BCE€ BEIyT ceOs TOBOJBHO
HAaCTOPOKEHHO.

— Mpb1 ¢ BaMu He OBLIM MPEACTaBIEHBI JIPYT APYTrYy Kak CleayeT, —
OTO3BAJIACH YYTh MSTYE.

— U BBl naxke HE NMOMHTEPECOBAINCH MOMM HMMeHeM? — lckpenHee
M3YMJICHHE Ha €r0 JIMIIE CMENIAJIOCh C TOM caMOil OTKPBHITOM YbIOKOU. — Bbl
YIUBUTEILHO HEFOOONBITHEL, Jeau Kaliput. Most ropaocTs 3ajera.



— Ilpomry mnpocTuTh MO HEOCBEIOMIICHHOCTH. Sl BEpHYJACh B
00I111€CTBO COBCEM HEMABHO. — S BHOBb MOCTapaliach BbIJJABUThH U3 CEOsI BCE
Ipyxento0ue, Ha KOTOpOe ceiyac CrocoOHa.

— Jla, a capiman o Bammx npukiarodeHusx. Ho nume kpaem yxa.
Haneroch, 1 Bl MPOCTUTE MHE MOIO HEOCBEIOMIICHHOCTh M pacCKakeTe 000
BCEM IMOApPOOHEE — CErofHs BedepoM. — JlopJ MONOXKuI JaAOHb MOBEPX
MOEW JIaJIOHH, OCTAHABJIMBAACH IEPE]l BBHICOKUMH JBEpSIMU. — Bces 3HATH
XOYET YyCIBIIATh PacCcka3 O Ballled XW3HU BHE CTONUIBI... M nma, MeHs
30ByT JInam. U nipoury, 30BUTE MEHSA IPOCTO MO UMEHH.

C >TuMH €ro cioBaMH ABEpPU MEPE] HAMHU PACHaXHYJIUCh, OTKPbIBAs
OanbHBIN 321 BO Bcel ero kpace. OJJHaKo OCIENUI MEHsSI OTHIO/b HE 3all. ..

Bot on, 6neck 3naru Cpenumupbs — u 0e3 BCskux KHHT. He yBepeHa,
YTO CPEIH BCEU ATOM TOJIIBI HAMAETCS XOTh OJUH YEJIOBEK, HE YBCIIAHHBIN
IParolieHHOCTSAIMU C HOI JI0 TOJIOBBI. MoOe€ TSKEI0e OXKEPEIbe TEIeph
Ka3aJoCh MHE CKpPOMHBIM KYJOHYMKOM... a § e€me 0osainach, 4TO
nepedopimia.

U Tem He MeHee Ha MEHSI CMOTPEH BCE.

— MHe KaXeTcs WM Hac )aaiau? — HETPOMKO cripocuna y JImama.

— Kaxercs, B pa3roBope CO CBOMMH 3HAKOMBIMHU I HECKOJIBKO pa3
OOpOHWJI, YTO camas 3arajodyHas JeAW HMIIEpUM TOCETUT MOou Oaim, —
CJIOBHO IPUIIOMUHAS, IIPOU3HEC OH.

Sl Harpaguna ero KpacCHOPEYMBBIM B3IVISIIOM W BBINPSIMUJIA CIIMHY Ha
MakcuMyM. buTBa Hayanace...

Yepe3 mpuoyams munym

Crouaa OomutT. MpHmnbsl Juna Toxke. A 8 eme Jake HE CO BCEMH
M03/10pOBaIach!

— Jlenn Kaiiput, mpusiTHO BHUIETH Bac B BBICIIEM OOIIECTBE, —
pacrion3cs B yAbIOKe KaKOW-TO JOHEINb3S MPOTHUBHBIN JIOP.

Ero cnytHuia, xyaasi CBETJIOBOJIOCAS KEHIMHA JIET TPUALATH, €1Ba
CIEep>KUBajia THEB, HO BCE K€ BbIJaBUJIA U3 CEOs JCKYPHYIO YIBIOKY.

— Jlopa Kpoiin u ero cynpyra Baioner, — npexncrasui ux Jlnam.

— MHe TOoXEe OYeHb MPUATHO HAXOAMUTHCS 31€cCh, Jiopa Kpoin. — A
HaKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY U MOJIapuiia €My JIETKYIO YJIBIOKY.



— A rne ke Bbl ObUIM Bce 3TO Bpems, jgeau Kailpur? — HeoXuaaHHO
HENPUATHBIM I'OJI0COM CIpocuIia jeau Baiiomer.

— Bce cBoe neTcTBO s mpoBesia B JEPEBHE 32 Mpe/esiaMu CTOJIMIIBI, —
CIIOKOMTHO OTBETWJIa s, HE I[IOKa3blBas YAWBJIEHUSA: OHA I[E€pBas, KTO
paspymui mabnoH « MHe IpUSITHO — MHE TOXKE MPUITHO — CICTYIONTUN. —
3areM OKOJO rojja y4yWjlach y MacTepa IO JIPEBHUM pPyHaM, IOCIE YEro
rorna’sa B akageMuro JlapkcToyH.

— ToBopsT, OOCTOSITENHLCTBA BAIlIETO «IIOMAJAHKUSI» B aKaJAEMHUIO...
BEChbMa JIFOOOTBITHBI, — SIIOBUTO YIBIOHYIACH JEAU-KEP/Ib.

— IlpaBna? He cnblinana, — oTBETHAs yJAbIOKa, — MOXET, 3TOT CIyX
obOomien MEHSi CTOPOHOW... S momana B akaJeMHUIO IO ONpPEACICHHOMN
MPUYUHE, O KOTOPOU BbI Y3HAETE U3 HOBOCTEMN YK€ COBCEM CKOPO.

Paccka3piBaTh CKa3Ky O TOM, 4YTO S MOCTyNWiIa, Ja0bl OCBOOOIUTH
Peca, ceituac He ObLIO HACTPOCHMUSI.

— Oto Oyzaet odunMalibHAs BEPCUs, — €lIe IIMPE OCKaJIWIach OHa, — a
Kakas ke HeouimanbHas?

— Jlenu Baiioner... — KpoiiH ¢ ykOpOM HOCMOTPEIT Ha KEHY.

— IlpusHaiiTech, Bbl BIIOOJIEHBI? — HE oOpailiasi Ha HEro HUKAKOIO
BHUMAaHUsI, BAPYT arakoBaja Ta.

S naxe He cpasy HalllIach C OTBETOM.

— B koro, mo3BosibTe yTOYHUTH? — CIIPOCUIIA, Uy Th MIPUTIOIHSAB OPOBb.

— B IlpaByro Pyky MHwmmeparopa, KOHEYHO, — BEIMYECTBEHHO
pou3Heca JeIu-Kep/ib, CI0OBHO 3BaHue Peca — ee coOCTBEeHHas 3aciyra.

— Her, — cka3ana s o HauTHIO.

U cama ceOe yauBuiIach — Moriia Obl BeJlb U IPOMOIYATb.

3aueM OTBeYaTh HA 3TU BBIMAIbI?

Kenunast 6monuHKa nojpxana ryosl. A gopa Kactipoil BHUMATENIbHO
MOCMOTpEJ Ha MEHS.

— BbI OueHb OTIIMYaeTeCh OT 3AEUIHUX JaM, — IIIEMHYJ OH MHE Ha YXO.

— W yem xe? — Bce elle HaxoAsCh MO BIIEYATIICHUEM OT HamajoK
JeAU-KEPIIU, MPOUIENTANIA B OTBET.

— Bb1 yecTHBI. 11 HE )KamnuTe B OTBET.

— 51 OBl yxxanuiia, eciau 6 MOHMMaJa, B YeM CYTh MPOOJIEMBI.

— W BHOBB — BBl UeCTHBI, — 3aMeTJ1 JInaM c ynbiOkoil Ha ry0ax U B
3€JICHBIX IJ1a3ax.

VYIUBUTENBHO, KaK MO-Pa3HOMY MOXKHO OTHOCUTBHCS K MO€U YECTHOCTH.
Bor Pec ee coBcem He LIEHUT. ..



B 510 Bpems K Halel KOMIIaHUM IOJ0IUIA €Ie OJHA CEMEHas mnapa,
u Mbl ¢ KactipoeM monyyunyd BO3MOXHOCTb OTHOXHYTh OT «BEXKIMBOU
oecenb».

— He oOpamatite Ha Baiioner BHUMaHus. [lecsaTh jeT Ha3aa oHa Oblia
0e3 yMa OT TeIOXpaHUTENIs BIIAJIBIKH, — C JIETKOM yCMENTKo# mosicHu JInam.

— Jla BBI 4TO, — 6€3 SMOLIMM POTAHYIA 5.

— A ee MyX, TOBOpST, CUMTAJICA OOJBIIMM TOKJIOHHHKOM Balllen
MaTepH. .. OJJHAKO JIFOOOBb OKa3ajach HE B3aMMHA.

S BHUMaTeIpHO OCMOTpena Ha 6nonanHa. M 4to 310 ceifyac ObL10?..

— Kcratn, nemm Kaiiputr, — BHOBb yCHIbIIAJIA TOJIOC JIEIU-
MPUCTABAIBI, — A YTO HACUET BalllMX OJHOKYPCHUKOB? [OBOpSAT, OHH
HACTOSIINE MPECTYTHUKHA !

— Pagu Xaoca, mequ BaifosneT, kTo cHaGkaeT Bac 3TUMH ClyXamu? —
yapIOHyICs JInam.

— Hapo 3Harp, KTO moman B Hamle OKpPYXEHUE! — CMEPUB MEHS
YHUUM>KUTEJIBHBIM B3DIISIZIOM, 3asBUJIa OHA. — Ee Ipy3bsa — NpeCcTyMHUKH, €€
MaTh — 3a PEUIETKOW, & MBI TYT BCE JAPYKHO paayeMcCs, YTO OHA MPHUIILIA HA
oan!

— Kyzna xarturtcst Mmup, — IIEHYIU 32 MOEW CIIMHOM.

Sl He ymocTomiia cka3zaBUIEro Aa)e IMOBOPOTOM royioBel. Het, Bce Moe
BHUMAHUE MMPUHAJJICIKAIIO JICAU-CMEPTHHULIE.

— ¥ nmpunuta mo npumtameHuro Jgopnaa Kactipos, — mpousHecia
CIIOKOMTHO M YBEPEHHO, I B €€ Ia3a, — C MO3BOJICHHUS €r0 BHICOYECTBA
HaclieHUKa umrepud. Eciau BaM HEIOCTaTOYHO TOTO, YTO I O(PUIIMAIBHO
IpU3HaHa naBoil pona (3’ bappo, To mycTh Bal cTpax 3a Balle OKPYKEHUE
HE MEUIAeT BaM NOHUMAMb, KTO MHE OJaroBOJIUT.

— O, BamM CBSI3U U BIPSAMb BHYIIAIOT YBAXKEHUE... W YIOUBISIIOT 0
IyOMHBI AyIid, — cooOmrwia Jeau Bailiomer, OTKpOBEHHO Tepexofs Ha
JUYHOCTH. — A Belb BaM BcCero ceMHaaunarb Jjet! Jlaxke mnpeacTtaBuTh
CJIOKHO, YETo BbI I00bETECh B ABAALATH ISTh!

Mou ry0el camu 1o cebe pacmnoisnuch B ynblOke. Hac cmymiaror
OyKBaJILHO BCE — JIayKe€ My3bIKa CTaJjia UrpaTh TUIIIE!

— Uto Bac Oecmnoxout, jeau Baitoner? — MsArko crnpocusia y 3TOu
HUCTEPUYKH.

— Mensa? — Ona B3nepHyjia OpoBH. — MeHsS OECIOKOUT TO, KaKUM
oOpa3oM BHI U Ballla MaTyIlIka IpoOrBaeTe cede MmyTh HaBEepX.



— Pacckaxure noapobHee 00 3TOM criocode, — eIie Msardye npeaioxuia

— O, mHe 1 BaM pacckasbiBath! — Mcrepuueckuid cMmex nenu Baiioner
CIUJICSA C HECKOJIBKUMU CMEIIKAMU CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— BbI moHuMaete, B 4eM BBI ceiiuac MeHs 00BUHsETE? — ¢ TOTATbHBIM
CIIOKOMCTBUEM YTOUHMIIA £l

— Otnaro cebe OTYeT B KaXKJIOM CIIOBE, — OTBETHJIA OHA C XOJOJIOM B
ras3ax.

— Jlenm Baitonier, 3HakomMa 11 Bam wucTopusi Jopnaa Kpamopa? —
HAIPABUB B3I MOBEPX €€ FOJIOBBI, CIPOCUJIA SI OTCTPAHEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— IloHsTus HE UMEIO, KTO TO.

A B 3ane cruxja gaxe My3blka. Kpaem 1masza s JioBWiIa B3IVISIbI
aopnoB... O nga, MHe MOHATHA 35100a Jeau-KeHbl. Bce 3TH My’KIIaHbBI
MoJIararoT, 4To Ha 0aj Mpuiuia BTopas Mujeau. Bce oHU KIyT, KOTro s
BBIOEPY B CBOM TTOKPOBUTEIH. ..

BoT TONBbKO MHE HE HYKHO UX TTOKPOBUTEJIBCTBO.

— CrpaHHO, YTO BaM HE3HAKOMO 3TO MM — BbI K€ TaK MHOTO 3HAETE
000 MHE U 0 MoeM OKpyxkeHuu. Ho pa3 Tak, s cripornly mHaye: 3HAETe JIH
BbI, KAKO€ HaKa3aHWE IPO3UT 3a JIOKHOE OOBUHEHUE JIEIH?

brnonanaka momkana ryosi.

— BBl TOTOBBI TOBTOPUTH CBOE OOBMHEHHE B MPUCYTCTBUH
HacJICIHUKA? — IPOJIOJIKUIIA .

— DTO K€ SICHO, YTO OH BaC 3aIIUTUT. — JIMIIO HKEHIIUHBI CKPUBHIIOCH B
Ope3mrBo rpuMace. — Tak Kakoi CMBICIT CIIpalIiBaTh?

— Jlymato, Bbl 103a0bLIM TJIaBHOE MPABUJIO UMIIEPUU: UMIIEPATOPY U
€ro HACJIETHUKY BpaTh HEIb3sl, — 3aMETHJIA sI, UyTh MPUIIOHSB OI00POIOK.

— Taxk BoT BbI Kyz1a ctpemutecs. Ha camblii Bepx, — caennana CTpaHHbIN
BBIBOJI Jieau Bailoser, mociie 4yero 3BOHKO paccmesiach. — JI0OOmBITHO
OyIeT MpOCIeaUTh 32 BAaIlIUM B3JIETOM... M 32 BalllUM TaJICHUEM.

Jromu Bokpyr Havanu mentarbca. M 4to 3T0 3Haunt? B yem MeHs
neiTatorcss 00BMHUTH?! Kyna monesna mama, 4To ceifuac okaszanach 3a
pereTKon?!

Benp ee mocamuin sSIBHO HE W3-3a CO3JAHMS HHEpPromara... Kaxercs,
TYT BCE HAMHOTO CJIOXKHEE. ..

U, B xoHIe KOHIOB, rae HOocuT Peca? Ilouemy s HE BUXKY €ro yxe
MHHYT ABaJILATh?..



Jleau, HEMOHATHO 3a YTO MEHS HEHABUJAIIAS, JKJajla MOETO OTBETA,
TaK 4To 5 CKa3aja IepBoe, YTO MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY:

— BiacTe MEHs HE UHTEpPECYET.

U cpa3zy omrytuna BHUMATENIbHBIN B3MIs1 A JInama.

— Bo3moxno, ceiivac — HeTr. Ho o00s3arenbHO 3amHTEpecyeT
BIIOCJIEICTBUU, — IPUCTAIIBHO ISl HA MEHSI, POU3HECIa Jieau Balioner.

W Benp el He cCTpallHO MHE Bce 3TO roBoputh! Bor uTo camoe
moOonbeiTHOe! I HUKOMY M3 TeX, KTO CIyIIaeT pa3roBOp, — TOXKE HE
cTpamiHO. TO €cCTh... MOKPOBHUTEIBCTBO HACJIEJHUKA HE JIeNAaeT MEHs
HEYSI3BUMOM B IIa3ax 3HATH?..

Ho nmouemy?

Wnu... unu Bce 310 Opell U g MPOCTO YEro-TO HE MOHUMAK0?

— BbI 6eperech npenckazaTh MO0 CyAb0y? — XOJIOJHO YTOYHHUIIA 5.

— Yo BbI, BCETO JIMIIIb PA3MBILUISAIO BCIYX, — (BIPKHYIA OJIOHIUHKA,
YyBCTBYS NOJJIEPAKKY 3aJa.

— Toraga mo3BoJIbTE U MHE MOPA3MBIILIATE BCIyX. — S yOpana pyky c
7oKt JInama v 4yTh OTBEPHYJIACh: CMOTPETh HA 3TY UCTEPUUKY OOJIbIIIE HE
ObLIO cuil. — Bbl BepHO moamMeTHiu, 1 JaBHO HE OblIa IIpH JBOpeE. A ere s
HUKOT/Ia HE TaHLIeBaJIa Ha OAJly M HUKOTJA HE BeJla JIOJITUX CBETCKUX Oeces.
Moe BocnHTaHu€ MNPOXOJIUIO B TIYIIH, U, BO3MOXKHO, S HE BCEMEPHO
OCBEJIOMJIEHA O MMpaBWJIaX XOpOWIEro ToHa... K mpuMepy, Kak MOCTYIUT,
eciu Teds ockopounn? bynb s TONBKO Jienu, s JoMKHA Oblia Obl 00paTUTHCS
3a 3alIMTOM K CBOMM POJUTEISAM WM BEPHYTH AOJT CIOBOM — IIPU MEPBOU
BO3MOXKHOCTH. BOT TONbkO y MeHS HeT HM Marepu, HU otma. [lepBas
3aTO4Y€Ha B TEMHHUIIE, KaK Bbl BEPHO 3aMETHJIM, BTOPON YMEp HECKOJIBKO JIET
Hazaa. To ecTh, 1O BceM MpaBujaM, g JOJKHA JIMOO MpoOMoaYarh, JIUOO
OTBETUTb HA OCKOpOJICHHE. A €Cli BCIOMHUTh, YTO S HE TOJBKO JIe[U, 5 —
ajgenTka akajgemMuu JlapKCTOyH, TO MEPEN0 MHOW OTKpPBIBAETCA HOBas
BO3MOXKHOCTB: Belb JJIs AaJeNTOB CYIIECTBYeT €lle OJUH CI0oco0
BBISICHEHUSI OTHOLIEHUM.

OHa ciymana Mosya.

— 51 BOT HMKaK HE MOTY IMPHUIIOMHHUTh, OBUIM JIM B BallleM POy Maru,
nenu Baioner? — mpomomkana s. — Kaxkercsa, HeT. I TeM He MeHee BbI
ockopbuin Mara. Mory 5 s BbI3BaTh Bac Ha noeauHok? HasepHoe, Bce-
TaKU HET.

S nonHsna pyKy K OpHUYeCcKe, aKKypaTHO J10CTajla OJHY U3 IIMUICK.



— Ho m ocTaBuTh BCeE, KaK €CTh, HE MO3BOJISICT MOsI coBecTh. M yecTh
Mara. Kak m 4decTp mIaBbl 3HATHOTO poaa. Tak Kak xe€ MHE MOCTYNUThH C
Bamu, Jienu Bainoner? Beap ocTaBp s BCe Kak €CTh, BalllEMy MNPUMEPY
MOCIEAYIOT OcCTalibHble. OCKOpPOJISITh MEHA MOXKET BOUTH B AYPHYIO
IPUBBIYKY — BEAb 3a MEHS 3aCTYIHUTHCS HEKOMY. Tak, MOXET, MHE CaMOWU
1opa 3aCTYNUTHCS 3a ce0s?

3agyMuMBO IOCMOTPEB Ha IINWIBKY, S 3apsAWiia €€ SHEprueu u
IIEJIKHYJIAa TajdbllaMH, OTIPABIISIL €€ B MOJET MPSAMO B OOKaj, KOTOPBIM
OJIOHJMHKA JIepKajia B pyKe.

Ta BckpukHyIna, koraa Ookai pasieTencs BApeOesru.

TumwuHa B 3aj1e cTaja npsMo-Taku rPoOOBOM.

— Ox, npomry npomeHus! — Msrkas yapiOka Ha MOEM JIUIEe SIBHO
Haryraja Jjeau-nypy. — Sl He 3Haw, OpaBWibHO N mnoctymwia? Moe
BOCIIUTAHUE TaK HECOBEPIICHHO... 5 0043aTEIbHO YTOYHIO 3TOT MOMEHT Y
CBOETO peKTopa. A Tenepb NPOIly MEHS U3BUHUTb.

[Tomapwia n00poXkenaresibHyI0 YyABIOKY BCEM MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUM
JIOpAaM M UX KEHaM, KOTOPhIE BCE €I1I€ HE MOIIM MOHATh, KAK OTHECTUCH K
MOEU BBIXOJIKE, pa3BEPHYJIACH U YIIJIA U3 3aJa.

Jlopora, Bexmyiiass uepe3 caj K BOpoTaM, YK€ Oblla OCBEIIEeHa
TUPJIIHAAMU, TaK YTO sI CMOIVIa Pa3mIsJETh CIyT, OECUENbHO OPOJSAIIUX 1O
JTy’KalikaMm, ¥ KpUKHYJIa, YTOOBI MHE Mojanu kapety. He BaxHO, r7ie HOCUT
Peca, — 51 ye3xar oTcroa HEMEIJIEHHO.

— Jlemn Kaiiput! — T'onoc JInama 3acTaBui MEHSI YCKOPUTH IIAr. —
[Ipomry Bac, HEe yxonure!

— Jlopn Kactipoi. — S pe3ko pa3BepHyJach M OCTAHOBWJIA €TO
B3mAoM. — [IpusitHOro Bedepa! — moskesasia HACTOMYMBO, BKJIAJbIBAsl B
roJ0C BCe CBOE OjlaropazymMmmue, KOTOpOro 0OCTajaoCh COBCEM HEMHOTO.

— Kaiiput... — OH B3s11 MEHS 32 PYKY.

— Bamr npaznauk ynancs, 1opd. — Sl BepBanach, oOXJaxaas €ro HU4eM
HE MPUKPBITHIM MPE3PEHUEM B TojI0ce. — BbI XOTENN pa3BeCEIUTh TOJIY —
BaM 3TO yJaJOCh.

— Tonma no0 cux mop B IIOKe, — MOYEMY-TO YiIbIOHYICs Jlnam, a MHe
CTaJio JYPHO OT €r0 MPUCYTCTBHUS, OT 3TOTO Oajia, OT 3TOTO 3aMKa...

— Ilpomaiite, — Opocwia si, HO, KaXeTcs, TaKOM HCXOJ JopAa He
yCTpauBall.

OH BHOBB IOIBITAJICS CXBATUTh MEHS 34 PYKY, U 5 HE BBIIACPKAIIA.

I'poxoT, rpoM 1 kap, paCTEKAIOLIMUICS IO Caay MU3-3a MOEH CIIUHBL. ..



IlepBerii. ..

Bropoii...

Tpetuii. ..

— YT0? — HEBOJIBHO BBIPBAIIOCH y JInama.

MHe make He CTOMJI0 000paYMBaATLCS, YTOOBI TTOHSATH: 32 MOEH CITMHOM
CTOSIT TPU MOHCTpa n3 Xaoca.

VYIMBUTENBHOE YYBCTBO, YTO MHE HE HYKHO OT HHMX 3allMIIATHCS,
3aMoOJHUIIO A0 KpaeB. S 4yBCcTBYIO nx! bykBajabHO — KOXKEN!

— JImam! — Tonoc Muku BbIBET MEHS W3 CTPAHHOTO COCTOSIHUSA,
BBIHYX/[as BEpHYTHCSI B PEAJIbHOCTb.

— Muxasne? — Jlopa pe3ko 00epHYJCs U1 OCTAaHOBUII €ro xecTtoM. — He
noaxoau!

— Yrto 3mech... — llpencenarens coBeTa aJenToOB MOAOIIET OIUXKE,
HECMOTpsl Ha npeaynpexaeHue Kactmpos, 3acTeul, misias Ha oOutarenen
Xaoca 1mo3ajiy MeHs... U MTHOBEHHO BCTall B 0OEBYIO CTOMKY.

A s MOMHIO, KaK OH YHHYTOXXWJI MOErO0 MOHCTPA HECKOJIBKO HEIEIb
Ha3an!

— Tonbko MonpoOyl WX TPOHYTh! — BHIKPUKHYJIA, ONTYIIasi, KaK TBApU
3a CIMHOW HAQUYWHAKOT CKAJIUTHCA WU IIWMETh, & 3aTEM HAKIIOHSIOTCS BIIEPEN,
rOTOBSICh ATAKOBATh.

OHHU MEHS TOXKE YYBCTBYIOT!

—Yro?! — ynuBIE€HHO BBIOXHYT MuKa, OTOPsIHYB Ha3aa OT MOI0OHOTO
3peIuILa.

Ho s yxe npuiina B cedsi, cieiaB BBIBOA: €CJIM Mbl UyBCTBYEM JPYT
Ipyra, 3HAYUT. ..

[IpoBOoXkaeMble B3MISAIAMU JIBYX MOTPSICEHHBIX MY>KYUH, MOM MOHCTPBI
Ha4yaJii MEJJICHHO OTCTYIIATh, 4 3aT€M U BOBCE CKPBUIMCH B TPEIIHHE. . .

S 3akppula TPOXOJ PYHAMHM W MEIJIEHHO pa3BepHYyJach K JIBYM
HEBOJIbHBIM CBHUJIETEIISIM 3alpeTHOro 3penuina. Ceildac HYKHO MPAaBUIIBHO
mo00paTh CiI0Ba, YTOOBI OOBICHUTH, YTO S — HE UYJOBHIIIE. ..

Tak a1 mymana, moka He yBuzena Juio Jopaa Kactipos.

— Bbl BenukosienHbl! — MOYEMY-TO MPOU3ZHEC OH, C BOCXHUILECHUEM
IJIS151 HA MEHSL.

OH 4TO0, YyTOK YMOM NOBPEAUIICS?

Muka c nerkoid Ope3rmMBOCThIO MOKOCHIICs Ha JInama.

Ha manHbIii MOMEHT MHE IIJIEBaTh HA €r0 OTHOIIIEHHUE K MOEU MEPCOHE,
a BOT TO, YTO OHU YBUJIETH. .. 3TO HE TOJDKHO OBITH MEepeaaHo Orjacke.



— Muxa. ..

— MBI He UIMOTHI, — NPOUEAUT MpeAceaaTelb, a 3aTeM €ro ryobl
pacnon3nuch B 100poayuiHoi ynbiOke. — M HaM Bce erle Jopora rojioBa Ha
TJIeyax.

JInam XMypo OCMOTpEI Ha HETO:

— A 4TO ThI 31€Ch JI€Taclb?

— S ke oberan BeIpBATHCS Ha TBOM Mpas3aHuK. — [Ipeacenarens coBera
HE OTPBIBAJI OT MEHS LEMKOTO B3IVISIa U3-T101] OTIPaBbl IOPOTUX OYKOB.

— OTO MOU TUIEMSIHHHK, Jeau Kalput, — BexJIMBO TOsICHWI Jlnam,
BCIIOMHHB O MaHEpPax M MOBEPTrHYB MEHS B IIIOK.

— briBaer ke, — BBIpBaJIOCh Y MEHS.

O6a nmopaa Kactipoit Harpaauian MeHs CTpaHHBIME B3IVISIIaMU, a MHE
CTAJI0 MHTEPECHO: B ATOM HMMIIEPUM €CTh XOTh OJHA Mapa 4YeJIOBEK, HE
CBA3aHHAS POJACTBEHHBIMU y3amMu?!

— Uto ona 3mech aenaer? — Muka nepBbIM Hapymuia TUIIAHY. — U
nmouemy ObLIT OTKPBIT MPOXoa B HUKHUM Mup? Tel kacascs ee?

— YT0? — HUYEro He MoHsI JInam.

— Muxasnb, Oynb Omaropa3yMeH, — 4YyTh TOBBICHJIA S TOJIOC,
COCPEIOTOUCHHO TJISAIS1 HA HETO.

HexkoTopsie mogpoOHOCTH HE CTOUT PacHpoCTpaHsaTh cpeau 3Hatu. O
Moel mpoOiieMe 3HAaeT HEe TaK MHOTO YeJIOBEK: HACJEIHHMK, MUMIIepaTop,
Marb, Pec, yuuTenb IOpEeBHUX PYH, M3TOM M MATEPKA JY4YIIUX AJECTTOB
aKaJeMHH.

VYBeNIMYMBATH CIIUCOK HE BXOAUT B MOM ILJIAHBI.

— 51 Bac ycnsliial, 1edu, — NPUILYpUIICS TIpeAceaTeb aJenToB.

— Torma mMbl IOHSUIM APYT APYTra, — KUBHYJA S U TTONIA K BOPOTaM.



[i1aBa 9. Ero ciaadasi cropona

Xopomio, 4TO JepeBbs B Cagy CBOMMHU KPOHAaMH MPUKPBUIM 3TOT
WHLUJEHT OT IIa3 CIYT, — a BOT KOHU SIBHO YTO-TO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA U TENEPh
O€CIOKOIHO TONTAIUCh HA MECTE, MOTasi TOJIOBaMHU.

S ormana Kydepy InpHKa3 €XxaTb B OCOOHSIK, CaMOCTOSATEIbHO
3a0pajach B KapeTy, OTKMHYJach Ha CIHUHKY CHJIEHbS W 3aKpblia JIHIO
pyKamu, 03BOJIsIs ce0e paccaaOUThCS.

A mmu ynpasmnsina! S nmu ynpasnsnal!l! Cama! 1M mpoxon oTkpeuics He
IIOTOMY, YTO MOEW KOKM KOCHYJIMCH, a IIOTOMY, YTO s caMa TaK 3axoresal
MHe Bcero jnuuip Hy)HO OBLUIO MOHSATH, YTO MOSI CHJIa — 3TO B MEPBYIO
ouepenb MOsl 3alluTa, a He NpokisaTeid gap! M Bce cramo tak mpocto!
Xaoc! S xouy eme! S xody TpeHUpOBATbCS W HCHBITHIBaTH cebsi! Xouy
MOHATh, KAK MHOTO MOHCTPOB 5 CMOT'Y KOHTPOJIMPOBATh!

VYOpana pyku OT jnuIla W B3ApPOrHyJAa OT yauBieHus: Pec cupaen
HaIlPOTUB U CTPAHHO CMOTPEJI HA MEHSI.

— Pec! — S npukpsiia poT 1a10HBIO0, YTOOBI HE PACCMEATHCS B TOJIOC —
OT CYAaCThs, OT YAUBIICHUS, OT paloCTh. — A Mory umMu ynpasisTh!!!

— Bbl moHUMaeTe, 4YTO Bbl HATBOPWIH? — 0€3 AMOIUNA CHPOCHI
TEJIOXPAHUTEINb BIAJbIKU.

— 1 moHsiIa, KaK UCTOIb30BaTh CBOIO CHITY! — BOCKIIMKHYJIA C YABIOKOH
Ha ry0ax.

— BbI Beimanu ce0si. U elle HEM3BECTHO KOMY — HAIlIUM COIO3HUKAM
WJIM HaIllMM Bparam, — OyKBaJIbHO IO cioram npousHec Pec.

— A rnie ObUTH BbI, YTOOBI yAEpKaTh MEHS OT MOJOOHOM IITynocTu? — B
MHUT TEPEKITIOYMIAch . — MHE NPHUIUIOCH 3allUIIATBCS OT LEJNIOW CTau
CTEPBSITHUKOB!

— 4 mpeaynpexnaan, 4ro 3TOT O6ai1 — He camas ynadHasd uzaes. Ho Bbl
BE€JIb TAK XOTEJIU NONTH, — IPOLIEINI OH.

— BBl 4T0, HE MOXETEe MPOCTO MOPANOBATHCA 332 MEHS? — CIPOCHIIA
YIUBIICHHO.

— A BBl He MOXeTe BecTh ce0s Tak, 4ToObl HE TMPUBJIIEKATH
BHUMaHUA? — napuponai Pec.

— Bo1 BooO11€ BUenu Tex nam? OHU ke ObUTH pa3psiyKEHbI KyJia XJIeme
MeHs1! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BBIJJOXHYJIA .



— BbI mpekpacHoO moHUMaeTe, o 4em !

— Her, e monumaro! 1 dyero BaMm He €xajaoch Ha cBoeM KoHe?! DTo Mos
Kapera!

— OTta Kapera NPUHAJJICKUAT HACIEeOHUKY. Kak m Bce, 4TO B HeEW
HaXOJUTCS.

— Hy yx Hetr! Ecnu Bbl U NPUHAMIECKUTE HACIEIHUKY, TO 3TO 8auid
npobiema! A st mpuHAIEKY TOIBKO cebe camoii!

— Oi1 mn?

— OcranoBHU! — KpUKHYJA 51, yIAPUB 110 CTEHKE.

Kydep MrHOBEHHO MOCTyIIAJICS.

— B ormimume oT Bac A HE IUIAHUPYHO CTAHOBUTHCS COOCTBEHHOCTHIO
uMIiepaTopa, — Impous3Hecaa s CKBO3b 3yObl. — Byapre H0OpHI MOKHHYTH
MEHSI U UJTH Ha BCE YETHIPE CTOPOHHBI.

— Brol geiicTBuTensHO aypa? — moaHsB OpoBb, 00aaI xonogoMm Pec.

— A BBl JEHCTBUTEIBHO TAaKOM XaMm? — BEpPHYJa s. 3aTeM BCTala U
OTKphLIA JIBEpIlYy. — ECJIM BBl HE XOTUTE BBIXOJUTb, BBIMIY S.

— Bepuurech Ha MecTo, — ckomaH10Ban Pec.

— Ilcam cBoumMm Oyzmere Tak TOBOPUTH! — CO 3JOCTHbIO OTBETWJA £,
CIIPBITUBAS HA 3€MIIIO.

OH MrHOBEHHO BBICKOUMIJI CJIEJIOM U PHIBKOM IPHUkKaJI MEHSI CIMHOW K
KaperTe.

— Br1 MHOTO 0 cebe mymaere. — Ero nmio, mepekomeHHOE THEBOM,
OKa3aJI0Ch MTOYTH BIJIOTHYIO K MOEMY.

— S MHOTO NyMar O Bac, — mapupoBaia, B3AEPHYB MOAO0OPOAOK, — U
MIPUX0XKY K HEYTEHTUTEIbHBIM BBIBOJIAM.

— BBl 3TO y’ke TOBOPHUIIU, MOXKETE HE TMOBTOPATHCS, — MPUIYPUBIIUCH,
npenynpenui Pec.

— W xak oHa MoIJIa B Bac BIOOUTHCS? — Kayasi TOJIOBOM, YCMEXHYJIAach
A.

— Kro? — naxmypmuiics Pec.

— Jlenu Baiioner!

— BuI Bunenu neau Baiiosner?

— A BBI BECh BEUEP B KyCTax MPOCHUICITH?

— Bam A3bIk ciegyeT yKOpOTHUTb.

— IIpocture, s MIOXO BOCIHUTaHA, Ja U K TOMY K€ C YKOPOUCHHBIM
S3BIKOM Sl HE CMOTY CJIeJIaTh TaK!

S mpuTsiHyna ero 3a BOJOCHI ¥ MOLEI0BAA.



I'poxor!

I'pom!

JKap u3-3a crivHsblI. ..

W TMmmHa — nociue HECKOJIBKUX ITACCOB PyKaMu, NpozAenaHHbIX Pecom
B IIONBITKE MNEPEKpbITh npoxoxa. Ho A Bce eme He oTmyckana e€ro,
IIPOJIOJIKAS LIETIOBATh. . .

BHoBb rpoxor!

N BHOBB TpoM!

W xap u3-3a ClIUHBL. ..

W BHOBB Pec HaknagpIBaeT nevarhb, HO y>Ke BCe OOJIbIIE OTBJIEKAsACh Ha
MOM T'yOBbI U HE XeJasi OTPhIBATHCH. . .

I'poxor...

— Bo ums Bcex nemonoB! — nmpoperyan ['HeB Umneparopa. Hakunyn Ha
TPEIIUHY YTO-TO HAoa00ue YHEPreTHUECKOM MayTUHBI, KOTOpask OKpyKujia
ee, KaKk KOKOH, a caM BIIUJICSL B MOM T'yObl, IPUTSHYB 3a TAJIHIO.

Xaoc! TonoBa Hayana KpyKUTbCS... HO s IPOJOJDKAJIA OKYHAaTbCs B
3TOT OMYT — pa3 3a pa3oM. Ero jacku ObUTM Kak BOJHBI — OH HE JaBajl MHE
B3JIOXHYTbh, U s BHOBb TOHYJA. Ero sI3bIK BTOPrajicsi B MOM POT HACTOMYUBO
U 1yOOKO, U BCE, YTO s ycmeBajia, — 3TO JMIIb OTBEYaThb... OOPOTHCA C
HUM... U TUXO CTOHATh OT HEBO3MOXXHOCTH BBIPA3UTh TO, YTO OLIYIIAO.

Korna Pec otopBasicst oT MeHs, g €1Ba MOIIa CTOATh. .. XOPOIIIO, YTO 3a
CIIMHOM — CTE€HKA KapeThl... A BOT MOYEMY Ky4dep CUIUT HA 3€MJIE, Kacasch
ee JIOOM, U IJIa4eT, MOJIsl O 4eM-TO Xaoc?..

Sl momHsNa B3I U 3aMepia. ..

Bokpyr Hac Obul LeNbId Kpyr W3 MHPOXOJIOB B HIKHMM MHUp, U U3
KOKIOM TpeLMHbl B IPOCTPAHCTBE, CBETALIEHUCS OT JHEPIUU, CMOTPEI
NECATOK map Ivias.

— Pec...

— Hago ux 3akpbITh, — MTHOBEHHO NPUXOAs B OOEBYIO TOTOBHOCTD,
IIPOM3HEC TEJIOXPAHUTENb MMIIEpAaTOpa, TYT KE€ HAaYMHAs pPUCOBaTb B
BO3/YX€E PYHBI, — U YOUPAThCS OTCIOJIA, — HETPOMKO J100aBUII OH.

Korga nocnennsas TpemuHa B MIPOCTPAHCTBE 3aTsHYIach, Pec OTKpbLI
OTPOMHBIN MPOXOJ] B OCOOHSIK M IIpO€exXal B HErO Ha Kapete. BHyTpu cuaenu
MBI C Ky4epoM, KOTOPOI'O TaK TpsACJIO, YTO HAaM HE OCTaBajOCh HUYEIO
MHOI0, KaK HEHAJOJII0... MM... YCBIIUTH €ro. Tak pemmia aymMarb s, Ha
caMoM jene Pec nmpocTo BeIpyOMII Kydepa OTHUM YETKUM YIapOM, U TENEPb
OH JIEXaJl Ha CUJECHbE HAIIPOTUB MEHs, HAIIOMHUHAs, ITIOYEMY 51 HE JOJDKHA



MO3BOJIATH ce0e HalOpachiBaThCsl Ha TEJIOXpaHUTENCH wuMIepaTopa ¢
MOLEITYSIMU TTIOCPEIH YIIULIBL. ..

— 51 oTtHECy ero K JekapsiM, — OTKPBIB JABEPIY JKUIIaxKa, cka3ain Pec u
MO/IAJI MHE PYKY.

— Jlymaenib, OHU €éMy TOMOTYT? — C COMHEHHEM CITPOCHIIA 5.

— DTH JIeKapy CIIOCOOHBI TOMOYh a0COJIIOTHO BCEM, — HaMEKasi Ha CBOU
CBA3M C UMIIEpATOpPOM, OTBeTWSI Pec, u uepe3 mapy CEKyHJ s OCTajach
nepes; CRBOMM OCOOHSIKOM OffHa.

Ilycras xkapera HE cUUTAETCA.

CraruBasi ¢ pyk nepyarku, s MoJHsJIach B IOTEMKaX Ha BTOPOU TaX, B
cBoto cnanbHio. CoHHasa [[oHM Tomana BCied 3a MHOM, HO s OTOCJana €e.
VX ¢ miatbeM s Kak-HUOyb pa3oepych.

ITepeoneBmuch, HATKHYJIACh HA CBOM BYEPAIIHUAM HapsJ, JEKAIUA B
yIIy 3a KpecioM. YauBuiach, kak JloHM ero He Hamuwia u He yOparna,
BCIIOMHUJIA, TPU KaKuX OOCTOSTENHCTBAX S BYEpa HOYBIO JIMIIWIIACH
olleKbl, ToKpacHena. Ilorom TOKkpacHena emie OoJibIlle, BCIIOMHUHAs
CIIy4MBIIEECS JECATh MUHYT Ha3al, B3sJla CBEYY W OTIPABWIACH BHH3, Ha
KYXHIO.

Pec yxe pasnuBan Ham yai. Ha ero nuie urpanv T€HU OT OTHS, U S HE
MOIJIa TIOHATh, YTO OH UCIBITHIBAET B IAHHBIN MOMEHT.

— Thl cnUIIKOM BHHUMATEIbHO MEHS Pa3lisbIBAaclllb, — 3aMETUJ OH,
CTaBs [EPEN0 MHOM KPYXKKY.

— IIpoctn.

— Kak 1617

— Kak? — I "HepBHO ycMexHynach. — Jlydlie ckaxku, Kak Tam O€IHbIN
Kyuep? Cmom Jin eMy OMOYb?

— S 3amanm Tebe Bompoc W Xouy Yychblmarb oTBeT. O Kyuepe He
Oecrniokoiics. S xe ckazai, yto emy nomoryT. — [onoc Peca Obu1 criokoeH,
HO MEHS BCE€ PABHO HE NMOKHUAAJO OLIYIIEHUE, YTO OH HE TOBOPHUT, a OTHAET
KOMaH/IbI.

— Co MHOU Bce B MOpANKE, — MPOU3HECHA TUXO, HE 3HAsA, YTO €IlIE
HYHO CKa3aTh B TAKOM CITy4ae.

— CeroiHs ThI BIIEPBBIE OTKPbLIA CTOJIBKO MPOXOIOB. ..

— Tr1 ceppe3HO? DTO €IMHCTBEHHOE, O YEM MBI MOXEM IOTOBOPUTH? —
51 orcTaBuIia KpyXKKy.

— A 0 4eMm elle Thl XOYellb MOTOBOPUTH? — CHPOCHUIT TEIOXPaHUTEIb
HMMIIEPATOPA, U 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJIA: OH CIIEIIUATIBLHO 3TO JieyaeT!



CneunanbHO oTTaNKUBaeT MeHd. CHoBa!

— MBI IenoBanrch, — HAMOMHWIIA, DIISIAS HA CTOJL.

— He nepssiit pa3, — orBetun Pec.

— Ho MbI nnetoBasmce!

— 4 310 IOMHIO.

— IloyeMy TbI nemaenib Tak?! — moBeicuia 51 Toj0C. CKOJIBKO MOKHO
UTpaTh B ATy JKECTOKYIO UTPY?

TumuHa, yCTAaHOBUBIIAACS HA  KyXHE, HApylIaJlach JIHIIb
MOTPECKUBAHUEM CBEYH.

— Tel e MOHMMaeNlb, 4YTO MPUYHUHACIIL MHE O00Jb? — cHpocuia,
MIPOU3HOCS CJI0BA MEJJIEHHO, TaK, YTOOBI /10 HETO JIOIIET CMBICI.

— IIpocTn.

Ox, 3TO NPOKJIATOE CIOBO!

— W Bce? — A nponomxana AbIPSIBUTH CTON B3IVISIAOM.

— Kaiiput, Tbl 3Haelb, 4TO 1 HE MOTY MPEUIOKUTh TeOe TO, UYTO ThI
XO0Y€elllb, — POBHBIM U CIIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM OTBETUI Pec.

— Xopoto, Toraa nouuty. — [IpuHsaB pemenue, s BIIPAMUIACS.

—Y10? — yAMBIEHHO CIIPOCUII TOTyOOITIa3hIil.

— Ilomum kO MHE, — yTOYHWIIA, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY. — Sl roTOBa CTaTh
TBOCH T1000BHHMICH. /{aBali cleraeM BCe TaK, KaK Thl XOUEIIIb.

— ThI HE TOHUMAECIIIB, O Y€M TOBOPHILIb.

— IIpexpacHo noHMMaro.

— B tebe ceityac ToBOpUT TBOS 00HUIA.

— Bo MHe ceruac ToBOPUT MOE KEJIaHHUE.

— Te1 eme He roroBa, Kaitput! — noBsicun ronoc Pec, misiasa Ha MeHs
TSKEJIBIM B3IJISIJIOM.

— Otkyzna Thl 3Haelb? — JIETKO OTOWJIA sI €ro BbINaJ. — MacTepulibl
J00BU JIMIIAIOTCSL JIEBCTBEHHOCTH HAMHOTO paHblie. Tak 4dero ke MHe
KIaTh?

— Te1 He... — Pec B3s11 ce0st B pyKd, BBIIOXHYJ U, KOKETCS, BIOXKUI B
CJIOBa Bce CBoe TeprieHue: — Tebe He3zauem ToponutThes, Kaliput. S psgom.
S vukyna He AeHych. Jlait cebe BpeMsi TOB3POCIIETh.

— Tak tebs »Tto OGecrnokout? Uto s 10 cux mop He B3pocias? — S
YCMEXHYJIaCh W yIEpilach pykaMu B cTodl. — Ho ThI ke caMm ckasai: paHo
WJIU TIO3/THO ATO mpou3oiifeT. Mbl Oynem paboTaTh B mape, moToMYy JIy4lle
Cpasy MOHSATh, MOAXOAUM MbI APYT APYTY WIH HET.



— OnmuH Haml T[ONedyd BbI3BAJT OTKPBITHE JI€CATKa Bpar, Thbl
IIPEACTABIIACIb, YTO TPOU30MIET, ECIIA MBI. ..

— Hy! Hy xe! IIpousnecu 3to. — Sl He Momia clepkarb yJIbIOKY, XOTsS
roToBa ObLTa YTBEPXKIaTh, UTO OHA CEWYAC MCKAXKAET MOE JIUIIO.

— TbI yTO, MMPOBEPSIENIHL MEHSI? — JIONUIO JI0 TEIOXPAHUTEIIS BIA/IBIKH.

— Th1 naxke HE MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh ATOTO BCIYX. — Sl 3alpOKHHYIA TOJIOBY
1 yCMeXHyJach. — O MOBEP)KEHHBIN KyMup!

— Kaitpur...

— 3Haenib, 4TO 5 Aymaro, Pec? — mepebuia si, CTaHOBACH MPEEIbHO
CEPbE3HOMN.

Ero momganue BoCIpurHSIa KaKk TOTOBHOCTh CIyIIATh.

— S mymaro, Thl caMm 3amyTalics, 4ero xodemb. HacinegHuk sBHO nan
Tebe mpuKa3z Jepkarb MEHS Tpu cebe — Kak MokHO Ommxke. Ho Bor
He3aja4ya — Thl My4aelibCsi, YyBCTBYS, YTO 3TO HEMPABUIBHO. TeOs TSHET KO
MHE, MEHSl TAHET K Tebe, HO MHE BCEro CEMHaJllaTh, a Thl CO CBOUM «HHU
TeOe, HU MHEe» 3a0upaellb y MEHS Jake BO3MOKHOCTb OyMams O TOM, YTO S
MOTy MOJIOOUTHh KOTO-TO €Ile. DTO Tskeno, na? 3HaTh, YTO Thl JIMIIACIIH
4eJioBeKa OyayIiero?

— V¥ Tebst He MOXET OBITh Oynyliero Hu ¢ keM Japyrum, Kaiiput. TBos
CuJia CIMIIKOM OIacHa, — OMYCTHUB B3I, Tpou3Hec Pec.

— DTO BBl pelIWIIM, YTO OHA OmMacHa. S elle Jake He 3Haw, Ha YTO
CIIOCOOHA, HO MHE YK€ C yIpO30M 3asBWJIM, YTO MOS Cyab0a — OBITh Ha
noOeryIiKax y HaclleqHUKA U JI003aTh €My ISITKU 3a TO, YTO OH MO3BOJIKJ
MHE JKUTb.

— Kaitpur!

— bygems cioputh?! — S u He 3ameTwnia, Kak Mbl 00a MEpenuId Ha
KPUK.

— To1 BUUIIL BCE B UepHO-0€I0M 11BETE, — Iporieaui Pec.

— A BBI HE JlaeTe MHE pacIIUPUTh NanuTpy! — Opocuia emy B JIUIIO. —
Sl BUXKy BCe Tak, Kak Bbl MHE IMPENOJHOCUTE, — CKa3ajla TUIIE, OHUMAs,
4YTO KPUKOM HUYEro He Ao0biock. — S He aypa, Pec. [lypa Obl He cMoria
BbITaUUTh TeOsa u3 UYepnoir Oamnuu. Ho c¢ ToGoit g miynmero. — loroc
HEOXXUJAHHO COPBAJICS, U 5 MPUKPHLIA [J1a3a, YTOOBI IPUNTHU B CEOS.

— K uemy T8I Begems? — HeokuaaHHbIA XOI0 B €TI0 TOJIOCE 3aCTaBUII
MEHs OOHSATH ce0s 3a IJICUH.

— He cokpamaii aucraHuuio, — MNpou3HecHa 5, DISAS Ha IiaMs
CBEYH, — HE MPOBOIMPYH MOU 4yBCTBa K TeOe. OHU €CTh; ThI 3TO 3HAEIIb, 5



3TO 3Har0. Ho elie s 3Hato, 4TO BbI C HACJAEIHUKOM UYTO-TO CKpPBIBAETE OT
MeHs. I Bcg 3HaTh MMMEPUM 3HAET YTO-TO, YEr0 HE 3Haro si. Mosi marh
OCTaBWJa MHE IENbIi CYHAYK TalH B HACJIEICTBO, U S HE CMOTYy
pazo0paThCs CO BCEM 3THUM, €CJIM Oyy TOCTOSTHHO OTBJICKAThCS Ha TEOS.

— Tak, MOXeT, He HY>KHO pa30UpaTbCsi CO BCEM ITHM?

— Ecnu 51 He pa30epych, s HE CMOTY MOHSThH — KTO 51 HA CaMOM JieJie. —
S nokauana roJIoBoM M MOJHAJIA B3I Ha rofyboria3oro: — M npeBpaiiych
B TeOs.

Pec momuain. Jlymaro, oH npekpacHo nmoHuMal, o 4eM si. Ckopee BCero,
OH U CaM HE€ 3HAET, CIOCOOEH JIM MOJIOOUTH HA CaMOM JIeJie WU BCE, UTO
OCTaJIOCh OT ChIHA Arapeca, — 3TO Jinillb (pu3nyeckas 000JI0YKa U BEPHOCTh
HACJICTHUKY.

— [loxkanyiicra, uau. — 1 OTBEpHYyNach, MbITAsACh AEPKATHCS.

— Ter ouens cuibHas, KaiiputT. Bo3MOXHO, Haxe CUJIbHEE MEHS, —
HETrPOMKO OTBETHJI Pec 1 BbIIIEN U3 KyXHH.

BripBaBiuiicsi BCXJIUI HAIyrajl MEHSI caMy — TaK MaJio «IEBUYbETO)
B HEM IIPO3BYYaJIO. ..

W Tak OTUETIMBO OBUIM CIBIIIHBI B HEM OTYassHUE W OJMHOYECTBO, HE
CBOMCTBEHHBIE JIEBYIIIKAM CEMHA/IIIATH JIET.

YTpo crueayromero AHsA MPUHECIO MHE HOBYHO IOPILMIO TOJOBHOM
0OJM: 3amucKa OT Marepu Jiekana MPSIMO Ha MOEM TYaJIETHOM CTOJIMKE...
3aHECEHHAs, IT0-BUAUMOMY, BETPOM... TE€M CaMbIM BETPOM, YTO AYJI MPSIMO
M3 TEMHHI[ II0J HMMIIEPATOPCKUM JBOPIOM. llepBhIM KedaHHEM OBLIO
1o3Barb JJOHW, HO 3aT€M S BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO CIIY>KaHKa BPSJI JIM BO3bMET U
cKaxeT: «/la, 3To s npuHEecIa BaM 3TOT OMACHBIM BO BCEX CMBICIIAX KJIOYOK
Ooymaru». OHa gake Ha MO MPSAMON BOMPOC HE CMOIVIA JaTh YETKUN OTBET,
YU B pa3MbIIIJICHHS O Oyiare Jjisg BCEX, B CiIydae Korja sl cTaHy Ooraroil u
He3aBucuMOM. Tak uto JloHu ornanaet. S BooOIle MOHATHS HE UMEIO, KOMY
MOT'Y JOBEPSATh B 3TOM JIOME€, U INIABHOE — MOTY JIA JOBEPATH TEM, KTO IO
CUX IIOp TalHO CIIY’KUT MOE€U MaTepH.

S Bce eme HE 3HAKO, KEM OHA SBISICTCS JUISI MEHS — JAPYTOM WJIA
BparoMm.



B nmo6oM ciydae s ruiaHupoBalia OCyIIeCTBUTh CBOM BUEpalIHUM IJ1aH
u yexarb (sikoObl) B Oank. Her, B OaHk s Toxke 3a0ery (HYyXHO OBITbH
NOCJIEeI0BaTENbHOM, YTOOBI HE BBI3BaTh MOAO3PEHUI: OJHA IpaBAa — OJIHA
J0Xb), HO TIOCJIE TIOEy K CBOEMY CTapoMmy yuutento. JIroGomnbITHO OyneT
IIOCMOTPETH Ha €r0 PEAKIUIO, KOT/1a MOU DKHUIIAK. ..

— Bor Xaoc! — BeI1OXHYNa, Magas Ha CTYJI EPE]T 3€PKaIOM.

MHe HUKak Henb3s NMPUBJIEKATh BHUMaHUE. Tak 4To MpeacTaBlIeHHE C
MOJIBE3/I0M Ha JOPOTOM JKHUIIaXKe ¢ TPyOauoMm, IIyTaMH U TOBEJIHUTEISAMU
3MEN OTMEHSETCA.

[Ipuaercst KpacTbCs IO NEPEYITKAM — IT0 CTAPUHKE. . .

A nobGapabanuia nanblaMu MO CTOJNEIIHUIIE, A1 Ha 3alUCKY. . .

W HakoHe1 pemmIacs IpoyeCTb.

«Munas, smo 6wi10 npexkpacHoe evicmynienue. A moboti eopoicyce.
Haiiou cnocob ecmpemumscs ¢ opamvsimu — OHU 0OBACHAM MBOI0 3A0AY).
U npupyuu Haxoney nca umnepamopa: mol — €20 c1abas CMoOpoHa, a OH 00
cux nop eepmum mobou, kax emy e30ymaemcs. Coowceu 3anucky. C
10006610, M.

A cmotpena Ha Kankuil KJIOYOK Oymaru u HemoymeBana: kak?! Her,
KAK ona y3naer o060 Bcem?! Eciu s mnOpaBWwiIbHO MOHHMMAIO, TIOJ
BBICTYIUICHHEM OHa ToJpa3yMmeBaeT pa30opky c jenu Baioner Buepa Ha
6any. Ho xto nepenan et monapooHocTH Toro Bedepa?! Y moueMy oHa MHOM
ropautca?.. W... ¢ dyero oHa B3suia, 4to s — ciabas cropona Peca?! Hy
OTKYJIa OHa MOXKET 00 ATOM 3HATh?

CTyk B KOMHaTy 3aCTaBUJ MEHsI OBICTPO CHPATaTh MUCbMO, HAKUHYTh
XajaT U BEPHYTHCS Ha MPEKHEE MECTO — K CTOJY.

— Bouaute! — ckaszaa rpoMko.

Pec oTkpbIn ABEph M YCTAaBWICSA HA MEHsI, PACUECHIBAOIIYIO BOJIOCHI
Iepe.l 3ePKAIOM.

— S BBIHYXIEH OTIyuYWUTbCS JO Beuepa. byasre B OCOOHAKE, —
MIPOM3HEC OH POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM, TJISAIsl HA MEHSI OTCTPAHEHHBIM B3IJISIJIOM.

— 51 He MOTY BaM 3TOTr0 00eNaTh, — OTBETHJIA CIOKOMHO.

— [louemy?

Ox, xameHs! BooO11e HU OIMH MYCKYJI Ha JIUIIE HE IEPHYJICS.

— Pec, s xoTena ObI ceromHst MOCETUTh OaHK. /{1 CBOETO CIIOKOHCTBUS
s XO4y UMETh HEKOTOPYKO CYMMY Ha UMEHHOM cyeTe. B KOoHIle mecsina MHe



paCIUIauMBaTHCA CO CIIyTaMU — @ Y MEHSI COBCEM HET JICHET.

— Bl X0THTE POAATH HECKOJIBKO APArOLEHHOCTEN Balllel Marepu?

Hy na, Obuto Obl Iiynmo aymarbh, 4yTo Pec He 3HAeT O CyHAYKE C
COKPOBHILIAMH: OH €II€ BYepa HAMEKHYJI MHE O TOM, YTO B KypCe II01apOoyKa
OT MWIEIH.

— Jla. Ha paHHBIE MOMEHT OT OCOOHSKAa HET HUKAKOTO JIOXOJa, M MHE
HY)KHbl HaJU4HbIC, JUISI TOTO 4YTOOBI MMETh INTAT CIYT, — OTBETHJA S
Pa3MEPEHHO U YETKO.

OH IOJDKEH MOBEPUTH, YTO TOPAOCTH HE IO3BOJIMT MHE CHUIETh Ha
MECTE M KJaTh MWJIOCTH UMIIEPATOPA WUJIM €T0 HAclIeaHuKa. J[a u Kk ToMy xe
— YE€M 3TO HE BBIXOA U3 NonoxeHus? Bpsanx nu ['perop ayman o Tom, Ha 41O 5
Oyny cozepxarb CBOE€ UMEHHE.

A ero Hy»HO Ha 4TO-TO COAEPkKaTh — ATO (aKT.

N ecTb MHE TOXKE YTO-TO HYXKHO.

Boobmie, co BceMH HTUMHU HACJIEICTBEHHBIMU JEJIaMH CTOJBKO
pooJIeM. ..

— Xopo11o, s MOMpPOILY KOro-HUOYIb U3 JIONEH HAcJeIHHKA 33 BaMU
IPUCMOTPETh, — YEPE3 MAPY CEKYHJ Pa3MBIIUICHUN OTBETHJI roiay0orias3blii,
HE IS Ha MEHS.

— Pec, — s BCTana u marnyna K Hemy, — MHE HE HY’KHO HUKOTO JIPYyTOro.

TenoxpaHuTenb BIAIbIKU IEPEBE]I HA MEHS HANpPSDKEHHBIA B3DIAA. A
yTt0? HyXHO K€ MHE MTPOBEPUTH, SIBJISIIOCH JIU 51 €r0 c1aboi CTOpOHOH!!

— IIpomry, moBepsTe — O MHOM HH4YEro He ciayuutca. Ho ecnu Bbl
MepexnBacTe, 1 nonpoury /uB3a rmoexarb CO MHOM.

— Kak 3TOT cTapuk CMOXET 3alUTUTh Bac B CIIy4ae OIMACHOCTU? —
I'nes Mmnieparopa cocpenoTOYEHHO CMOTPEN B MOU [J1a3a.

Boobme — Hukak. Ho OH cMoxer oTBieYb Kydepa, Hoka s Oymy
npoOUpPAThCS K CBOEMY CTapOMy YUYHUTENI0, YTOObI U3YYUTh PYHBI CBSI3U U
OTIPABUTH NOCIAHUE B JJapKCTOYH.

— S eny B 6ank. Tam ecth oxpana. K ToMy ke 3T0 IleHTpaibHas yauia
— 51 JakKe He MOTY MpeACTaBUTb, YTOOBI KTO-TO B 3[paBOM yME Hamaj Ha
MEHS B LIEHTPE CTOJMLBI OCPEAUN JIHS, — IPOU3HECHA SI C YBEPEHHOCTHIO B
rojoce.

— MHe He HpaBUTCs dTa uaed. /laBante noeaeM BMeCTe 3aBTpA.

— 3aBTpa, HACKOJIBKO IIOMHIO, S JOJDKHA [JaTh KIIITBY BEPHOCTH
uMmIeparopy. A mocie3aBTpa — Cyd, — HarmoMHWiIa . — MHe Oyzaer uem



3aHATHCA B ATU ABa AHA. [Ipomry, MO3BOJIBTE MHE CIPABUTHCSA CaMOl. ITO
K€ Takast MeJloub. He cmoxkeTe e Bbl BCE BPEMsI COTPOBOXKAATh MEHS. ..

Pec cTOsI, IIIOTHO COMKHYB YENIOCTH, W OyMajl. A s IIOTHUXOHBKY
3aBOJIMIIaCh OT abcypAaHOCTU cutyauuu. Hy 3To ke IeCTBUTEIBHO MENOYb!
Yero oH Tak nepexxuBaer?!

A moTOM MEHS OCEHMJIa JOrajIKa.

OH [elCTBUTENBHO MEpeKUBacT. I HE XOUET OCTaBIATH MEHS OIHY.
Hey>xenu s u BripsiMb — ero ciadasi cTopoHa’?..

— Xopomwio, s MEPETOBOPI0 ¢ BamMM JABopeukuM. M nmam 3amanue
Kydepy VyBEIUYUTh OAUTEIBHOCTb, — HEMHOIO PE3KO  OTBETUII
roay0ory1a3blii, MTHOBEHHO pa3pyIINB BCE MOU MBICIIEHHBIE TOCTPOCHHS.

— Y M€HS HOBBIM Ky4dep? — MO-AEJTOBOMY YTOUHUJIA S, TIBITASICh CKPBITh
nocanuy.

A BoOOIIIE, 3Ta AOHKHOCTh, CYUTAN, MPOKIATA: HU OJWH U3 CIYT HE
CMOT YZIEpKaTbCsl HA HEW JTOJIBIIIE CYTOK.

— Jla. Ero moarotroBka... HE BbI3BIBAET COMHEHUMN, KaK y MPEIbIIYyIINX
JIBYX, — IIOJIBICKaB CJI0Ba, OTBETUI Pec.

— BBl 3acTaBuiIM BOEHHOTO M300pakaTh MOETO CIIyry?

— JlyMaro, Bbl OHUMAETE, YTO ATO OBLIO HEOOXOAMMO — B CBSI3U C
MOCJICTHUMH COOBITHUSIMU.

DTO OH O HamaJeHUU MOMX OpaTbeB U OTKPHITUM MHOIO MPOXOIOB B
HIDKHHU MUDP TOCPEAU TEMHOMW YIIULIBI?..

Yro X, eclid s paHblle W TMEpexuBajia 3a CBOIO 0O€30MaCHOCTh, TO
TEMEPb TOYHO YCIOKOUJIIACH.

— Ham mnoBe3no, 4To y BYE€palIHEro MPOUCIIECTBUS HE ObLIO
CBHUETENEH, — 3aMeTu Pec, BHOBb OTBOJIS B3IIISIL.

He yBepena B stom... Cynd 1o 3amucKe OT Marepu, KTO-TO SIBHO
CJIEIWJI 32 HAMH OT camoro ocoOHsika Kactipoes.

— Jla, moBe3no, — mpou3HECIa S BCIyX, NPUCTAJIBHO IVISAAS HAa
TEJIOXPAHUTEIIS] UMIIEPATOPA.

— A mouy. bynere octopoxHbI, neau Kaput, — CJIOBHO HE BBIJEpPKAB
MOET0 B3I, OBICTPO 3acO0MpaCs OH.

— Koneuno, Pec, — oTBeTHIa CIIOKOWHO, 2 BHYTPEHHE JIMKOBAJIA: 51 €r0
cMy1ao!

JIBepp 3a rosyoorasbsIM 3aKpblIachk OBICTpEE, YeM s yCIena CKa3aTh
YTO-HHOY/Ib €11e, — HO OHO U K JIy4YIIIEMY.



['neB Umniepatopa He JOJKEH BUIETh 3TOIO KOBAPHOTO BhIpAKEHUS Ha
MOEM JIHILIE. ..



InaBa 10. /lajexko nayuye njiaHbl

VYIUBUTENBbHO, KAKUMHM TOJBKO YMEHUSMH HE OO0JaJaeT XOpOIIHil
nBopenkuit! S Oblma mpocTo TMopaxkeHa, Kak Jierko J[»KuB3 cormacuics
OTBJIEYb MOETO HOBOIO «Ky4ye€pa» — IOKa S pellald CBOU HACYUIHbIE
npoOnembl. Jleno ocTamoch 3a MallbIM: HaWTH 3aHATUS UL JIBYX
KOpOTaroImMx 4Yacok MyxuuH. Ho crapuk J[>)KMB3 OCTaHOBWJI MO0
(daHTa3MIO €IIe 10 TOro, Kak s ycriejia €0 BOCIOJb30BaThCs, COOOIIUB, UTO
caM MpUyMaeT pa3BiedyeHue Jyisi MOEro OXpaHHUKA.

CnaBHO, 4TO MO JBOPEIKUI HE 3a/1a€T BOIPOCOB, 3a4€M MHE BOOOIIIE
MOHAJI00MIOCH €r0 OTBIEKATh. ..

Tak 4ro K OaHKy 5 mpHexaja C CaMblM YTO HU HAa €CTh MO3UTUBHBIM
HacTpoeM. A Korja 3anuia B 3JaHHE€ — TaK U BOBCE €]IBa HE 3arelia BCIyX
BECEJIbIA MOTUBYHK: CITy’Kalllie 0aHKa MTHOBEHHO MPU3HAIN BO MHE HOBYIO
moOuMuIly umneparopa (0 HauBHbIE!) M pacCTENMIIUCHh MEPEA0 MHOM
MSTKHAM KOBPOM.

B wutore yxe uepe3 maATHaIaTh MUHYT s ObUIa oOJagaTeIbHULICH
HEMAJIOTO cueTa, a 4yepe3 JABajllaTh — aKTUBHO KpaJiach IO 3aKOyJKam,
MOKUHYB 3/IaHHE Yepe3 CIY>KEOHbIN BXO/I.

Yyutenb XKuin U padboTal HaA CBOUM OYEpPEIHBIM TpyaoM («PyHBI
MPOTUBOACHCTBUS, HACKOJIBKO S TIOMHIO) Ha OAHOM M3 HEOOJBIINUX YIOYEK
B OemHOM paifoHe. Moe miaThe CHJIBHO BBIJEISUIO MEHS CPeld MECTHOTO
HACEJICHUS, M03TOMY HMJATH MPUILIOCH MO BOPOBCKUM TPOIIaM, KOTOPHIE S,
xBajia Xaocy, MOMHUJIA €II€ MO CBOEH OBITHOCTH YYEHHIIEH BOPUIHUBOIO
CTapuKaHa. YK HE 3HaI0, MO Kakol HaJOOHOCTH OH «Oeper MOK0 YeCTb»,
3aCTaBlisAsl U3y4aThb BOPOBCKYIO KapTy CTOJMIIBI, HO S 10 CHUX IOpP MOMHIO
€ro CKpUITy4Yuil Trojioc, KOTOPbIM OH BaanOiauBai mMHE B Mo3r: «He cmeit
MIPUXOJIUTH KO MHE Y€PE3 MapaHbId BXOA!»

Ara, Ha3BaTh XWIYIO ABEpPb CBOEW XWOapbl mapagHbIM BXOAOM MOT
TOJIBKO OH...

MeHs axx nepenepHyino OT BOCIOMUHAHUN.

U tem HE MeHEE — uay...

Korpma Bmepenu 3amasiuuil MpOYJIOK, HA KOTOPOM pacroJiarajicst JIoM
yuuTeIsA, S BBDKIANA Tapy CEKyHJ (MOKa Kakas-TO CTapyIICHIUS HE
MPOIILIA 32 YTOJI) U METHYJIACh K YEPHOMY BXO]TY.



— Yuurenp, — NPOU3HECIIA HETPOMKO, KOTJa OKa3aJlaCb B KPOMELIHOMN
ThME.

EnBa cChoblIHBIA 3BYK [BWKEHUS PYKH, PACCEKAIOLIEW BO3AYX, U
Mepeao MHOM 3aCBETWIIACH PYHA, ITO3BOJISASI HEMHOTO OCMOTPETHCS.

— Yuurens, 310 A, Kakpa, — npousHeciaa CHOKOMHO, MPEKPACHO
MMOHKMasl, 9YTO OH aKTUBHUPOBAJ PYHY HE JIJI MEHSI, a JJIsI ceOsl.

— Cxonbko TeOe BIajgOIMBaTh, YTO CBOE€ MMs HEINIb3s OTKPHIBATh TakK
npocto? — CKpUny4ui royioc 3By4aj TaKk HEJOBOJIBHO, UTO B MAMATH BHOBb
BOCKPECJIU JHU MOEr0 YUCHUYECTBA.

— 41 3Har0, YTO ATO BBI, BBl 3HAETE, YTO 3TO S, — KAKOW CMBICJ UTPaTh B
«yrazau, KTo», — CKa3ajia HE MEHEE HEJIOBOJIbHO.

— Kak Obuta 6ecTONKOBOW, TaKk W OCTaNach, — BBIPYTAJICS CTapuK,
MMEHA KOTOPOTO s TaK W HE Yy3HajJa 3a TOJ HAIIer0 COBMECTHOIO
BPEMSANPENTPOBOKICHHUS.

S m uckana ero mo 3BaHUIO — MAacTep pyH. BOT TOJIBKO cTapuKaH
KAaTETOPUYECKH OTKA3aJICA CIBIIIATh U3 MOMX YCT CJIOBO «Mactepy. «Kakon
1 MacTep? — crnpamuBail OH. — Eciii ThI Hake 3JI€MEHTAPHOE HE MOXKEIh
YCBOUTB!»

O Becenble ACHBKU. ..

— bmarogapro 3a OIlEHKY MOWX YMCTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, —
mpolenuia s, He >kenasi OONbIe CIylaTh OCKOPOJIeHUs. DTO paHbIIEe K
HeMy mpuxoauia 6e3pomnas Kaiipa, a Teneps s — Kaiiput, miaBa 3HaTHOTO
pona. I g yBepeHa, crapukaH 3HAaeT 00 3TOM, MOTOMY YTO HOBOCTbH O
JI»’bappo He chblman pa3Be 4to TIyXol. — MOXeT, OObSICHUTE, YeM 5 €€
3aciyxuna’?

— CMBICHT OOBSICHSITh, €CIIM MO3TaMU Thl HE TIOJIB3YEIIbCS, — 0TO3BAJIACh
TEeMHOTa CKPUIIyYMM TOJIOCOM, M 51 YK€ TOTOBa ObLIa OTPBI3HYTHCS MO
HOBOM, KAaK IOYYBCTBOBaja JBWKCHHUE: PYHA, 3aBUCHIAA IIOJ ITOTOJIKOM,
ocBeTusa (DUTYypy YUUTENsI, CTOSABIIETO y BXOAa B MOACOOKY. A 3aTeM — U
IIBE€ TEHU, YTO 3aMEPJIU 3a €ro CIIMHOM.

Sl Heoco3HaHHO OoTcTynuia. Tak BOT MOYEMY CTapUK TaK paclHHAJICS
00 OTCYTCTBUHU MOETO yMa: MEHS 3/1€Ch KIaju!

— Kro BBI? — S HanpsiK€eHHO BIVIAAbIBAJIACh B TEMHOTY, MbITASICh
MOHSITh, HACKOJIBKO BEJIMKA MOU HETIPUSATHOCTH.

Uepes mapy CEKyHI Ha CBET BBICTYNWIINA JABOE — U S C 3aMUPAHUEM
cepilla Tpu3HajJa B HEXKIAHHBIX TOCTAX JIOMa Yy4YWTENsA... OpaTheB-
MTOJTYKPOBOK.



— Kax?.. — BepBanocek y Mens. — Kak 310 BO3MOKHO?

— 3abaBHO, 4YTO Thl CIpalIMBaeulb 00 3TOM y Hac, — (QBIPKHYI
CTapHUKaH.

bparbs momomum ko MHe. OIEHHB HEOOXOAMMOCTH «IIPUBATHOM
Oecenpl», OH emle pa3 PBIPKHYIN, YBEIUYHI CTAOUILHOCTh PYHBI, IO3BOJIUB
el CBeTUTh 0€3 MOAMUTKY elle Tapy MUHYT, U yIlIeJ 0OpaTHO B MOACOOKY.

— BBl rOoTOBBI OTBETUTH HA MOHM BONPOCHI? — SI3BUTEIBHO CIPOCHIIA S,
IS5 Ha. .. OpaTheB?..

Mpak, BO3MOXXHO, OHH — pealbHO MOU CBOAHbIE Oparhs! Oco3HaTh
ATOT (DAKT 0 KOHIA HE BBINLIO, MOCKOJIbKY OJMH U3 HUX OTKPBLI POT — a s
NOMHMWJIA 00 OTpaHUYEHUSAX B UX BO3MOKHOCTH OOILATHCS.

— Muneau npocuiia nepeath Te0€ BaXKHbIE CBEICHUS, — HE YTPYXKIas
ce0sl MPUBETCTBHMEM, Hadal OJWH W3 Onmu3HEnoB. — YacTh 3HATH TOTOBA
nojiIepKarb  TeOsg, HECMOTpsl Ha Trpsayllee ciymiaHue. Tede ke
HE00X0AMMO MMOAYUHUTH ceOe 1ca uMIeparopa Wik 130aBUTHCS OT HETO: OH
MOJKET CTaTh yIpo30H IIaHy MUJIEIH.

— N36aButhCs?.. — HEAOYMEHHO TIepecnpocuia .

Opnako OpaThsi JIMIlIb TOKAa4Yaldd TOJIOBaMH, JaBas MOHSAThb, YTO Ha
O0OBSCHEHUS HET BPEMEHH.

— [MocnesaBTpa ThI cTONKHEIBbCS ¢ POBEeHOM, €ro HeoOXOAUMO CeNIaTh
COIO3HUKOM. Y Bac OyIeT BO3MOXKHOCTh IMEPEKUHYThCS Mapod CIOB 0
CIIyLIAHUS — CKaXKU €MY, YTO T€Osl 3aCTaBIISIOT BBICTYNATh MPOTUB HETO.

Memns 3acmasnsaom gvicmynams npomus He2o?!

— BriocneacTBUM OH MOXET CTaTh TBOEH OIMOPOM, €CIU Thl CyMeellb
yOeIuTh HACTEAHUKA HE Ka3HUThH €ro.

Xaoc! A Benpb s1 J€HMCTBUTENIBHO CTOJIKHYCh C HUM Ha CIYIIAHUU — 3TO
npocto HeuszoexkHo! U moueMy 51 He mogymana o0 3Tom?..

Ymo on ckazan o moeu onope?!

— Ilpunumail Bce mpuIIamieHus Ha Oallbl — 9TO TBOS BO3MOXKHOCTH
MOSIBJISITHCSL B CBETE, — MPOAOJIKAN I0OMBATh MEHS OJIUH U3 OpaTheB.

— Ho 3aueM MHE HY>KHO J1eJ1aTh BCE 3TO?! — HAKOHEI HE BhIAEpKaa 5.

— Jlyuiie ObITh C TOM CTOPOHBI, KOTOPAsi B UTOTE MOOEIUT, — OCKATUIICS
BTOPOM, HAa CEKYH/Y [I0Ka3aB MHE BEPTUKAJIbHBIN 3padyoK.

Xaoc opocut BbI3oB Cpeaumupbio?.. Mnu Mosi Math OpocCaeT BBI3OB
umneparopy?.. Kak moHaTs 3TOT Hamek?!

— Hame Bpemsi 3akanumBaercs. Halinu cebe ciyry s mnepenadu
COOOILIEHNN — KeJlaTeIbHO HEe U3 OCOOHSIKA; JIOM TBOETO YUYHUTENsI CTaHET



MecToM cBs3u. Ho cama 3aech Oosbllie HE TOSBISIHCS — ThI CIHIIKOM
3aMEeTHa ISl 9TOr0 KBapTajia, — MPOU3HEC BTOpPOW Opar U 3aMoOJIK...
TOJIararo, y>Ke J10 CJICIYyIOUIEro JIHS.

Sl monsna, 4ro ceiiuac oHM 00a MCYE3HYT, M MOTOMY HE CMOIJIa HE
CIIPOCHTB:

— Bb1 — Mou cBosiHBIE OpaThs?

[TonyHaru ycMexHyauCh, NOCMOTPEB JIpyr Ha Apyra, a 3areM, He
CrOBapHUBasICh, OTCTYNUIN B TEHb — U TYT K€ UCUE3JIA U3 MOJIS 3PEHHUS.

— Jla uT00 Bac! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA 51 B Cep/Ilax.

— Hanuuue TuTyna He n00aBWIO TeOE XOPOIIMX MaHEpP, — 3aMETHII
BEPHYBIIUNCS yuuTelb. [locTaBUI HA CTON IBE KPYXKKU Yas.

— OTKy#na BBl 3HaeTe Jpyr apyra? — 0e3 mpearcIOBUN HAKUHYJIACh 5 Ha
HETO.

— Hert, 1Bl cephe3HO gaxke He Oylellb MbITaTbCd IymMaTh CBOEU
rosjoBoii? Ha uto ona BooO11e y Te0st BeIpocia?

ITHU CJI0Ba CTAJIM ITOCJIETHEN KalJIEH.

— XBarut!!! S mpunuia croma, 4ToObl TPOCUTH OOYYUTH MEHSI pyHaM
ces3u! S BOBCe HE OXMaana YBHUJIETh 3/I€Ch IMOCBUIBHBIX MOEU MaTepw,
KOTOpas B JIJaHHBII MOMEHT OOBHUHSIETCSI UyTh Jid HE B u3MeHe! U yxx TOUHO
g HE OXHJajla TOro, 4YTO Bbl JMYHO 3HAKOMbI ¢ Mmwieau J[3’bappo!
Hackonpko MHE M3BECTHO, BCE CBS3aHHBIC C HEH JIMYHOCTH OYEHb OBICTPO
MOMaJal0T B KaMepbl MO COCEICTBY. XOTHUTE OKa3aTbCsl B TEMHUIIE IO
JIBOPLIOM, YUUTEIb?

— Tl 4TO, TyMaelb 3anyrarb MeHs? — yIUBUJICA CTAPUKAaH.

— i He nymaro, g 3TO Jieyaro! — mpumneydarana .

Hexotopoe BpeMss OH Monyan, LENKO IJISAAS HA MEHS, a 3aTeM
pas3paswics TUKAM XOXOTOM.

— JlagHo, Oepy CBOM CjJI0Ba 0OpaTHO: MHOTAA Thl UCIIOJB3YEIllb TOJIOBY
110 Ha3Ha4YeHMIO. Peliko, HO OBIBACT.

— BrI mimanupyeTe u gajibliie oCKOpOIsSTh MEHSA? — XOJOJHO CIIPOCHa
a.

— Her, neBouka. Sl miaHupyio mnpenojaTh TeO€ MOCIETHUN YPOK:
HUKOTZIAa HE yrpoxkail Tomy, KTO cuiibHee TeOsi. OCOOEHHO Korna Thl
MPAYCIIBCA OT UMIIEPATOPCKOTO HAA30pa B TO BPEMsI, KaK TBOM JBOPEIIKHUI
OTBJICKAET BOSKY, PUCTABJIEHHOTO CIEIUTH 3a TOOOH.

— BbI TOXE clieauay 3a MHOW? — yIUBWJIACH S1.



— Bcernma. HpaButcst Teb6e wiin HET, HO Thl MOSl yY€HUIIA. A MacTepoB
pyH B CpeauMupbe HE TaKk MHOTO: Maru BCEraa MPEANOYUTAIN pPyHaM
rpyOyI0 CHUJTy CTHUXHUU.

Crapuk mOAHSIT KPYXKKY U caenan 00ibIoi moToK. S B3siia BTOPYIO,
HE OTphIBasg OT HETr0 COCPENOTOYEHHOTO B3MIAAa. OH TOJIBKO YTO Ha3Ball
MeEHsI... MacTepoM pyH?.. Tak, Mexly CI10B, HO TEM HE MEHee?..

— Tak yemy ThI TaM XOUelllb O0YYUTHCS? — PE3KO CIIPOCHUII OH.

— PyHaMm cBs3u, — moBTOpuUJia s, IOHMMAasi — MEHsI CIpaIlUBAIOT HE
IIPOCTO TaK.

MeHnst ceituac Oy1yT y4HTb.

N 51 noHATHUA HE UMEIO — TTIOYEMY.

— DTO HAMHOTO MPOUIE, YEM PYHBI CTAOMIM3alMU. A WX Thl 3HACIIb
MPEBOCXOJIHO, — MO-JIEJIOBOMY Hayaj CTApUKaH, U Ha CJIECAYIOIIUE JIBAALATh
MUHYT § BbINaja U3 pEAIbHOCTH. ..

— Bce He Tak mnoxo, kak s ayman. baza y TeOs ecTb — oCTaioch
pa3zo0parbesi ¢ MOCIEN0BATEILHOCTRIO, — KUBHYIJI YUHUTEIb, C OA00OpEHUEM
VIS HA MEHSL.

Ha wmens, ctupatonryro nmotr co j0a, Moka 4YepHbIE PYHbI MEIJIEHHO
MEPKJIM B TPOCTPAHCTBE.

— brarogapto 3a 3HaHUs, — yCTaJIO TPOU3HECIIA 5, OIUPAsICh HA CTOJ.

— A Temeph AN — HU OJUH OaHK HE YyJAEPKMBAaE€T CBOETO KJIMEHTA
noJbliie yaca. — CTapuk yka3all Ha JIBEpb.

— OTKyza BbI 3HaeTE MOIO MaTh? — CIPOCHIIA B JIOO.

He yiiny, moka He ycIbllny OTBETA.

— DTO OHa Hammcanaa MHE, 4TOOBl s Jlajl COrllache€ Ha TBOKO TIYIYIO
npockOy 00yudaThCs y MEHs, — C HEOXOTOU OTBETHUII OH.

— Mars 3Hana, 4to s cOexasa u3 IepeBHU? — yIUBUIIACH S

— OmHa cienuiia 3a ToOOM BCe BpeMs W 3allluilajia, Korjaa Thl 3TOr0 He
Bujaena. Jlymaemb, Thl Oerajia MO BOPOBCKMM TpOIlaM, BCS Takas
HEysI3BUMasi, OT OJIHOM CBOEH 0oJbIoN yaauiuBocTu?.. Jlume onuH pa3 oHa
HE CMOIJIa BMENIaThCA — KOTJa TeOs OKpY>KWJIa CTpa)ka mocye mobera OoT
Kpamopa. 11 T0 o omHOM TONBKO NPUYMHE — 3a TBOEHW NMOUMKOU CIICIHAIIN
IICBl UMIIEPATOPA.



— UTO?! — 4 enBa He mnoanpeirHyiaa. — Tak MOH apecT ObLI
nonctpoeH? Ho ¢ kakol nenpro?..

— He 3Haro, OblI 11 OH MoacTpoeH... Ho To, 4To 3a ToOOM cieauau, —
310 (pakT. Moii oM, KaKk U BOPOBCKHE TPOIIBI, CKPHIT OT IJIa3 HINEEK, HO B
TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa Thl PEIIMJIa YCTPOUTHCS MPUCIYTOM B JIOM JIOPAA, ThI
cTaja JOCTyMHa JJIs CIeXKKH. S mpemaynpexaan, 4ToObl Thl HE IUia Tyaa! —
OH cBepaIrIT MEHSI HEAOBOJIBHBIM B3IVISIZIOM.

— BBI Tak 4acTO KPUTUKOBAJIM BCE MOHW JICMCTBUS, UTO s IepecTalia
OTJINYATh MPOCTOE BOPYAHHUE OT CEPHE3HBIX MPEIYNPEKACHUN, — MOXKaAJA S
IJIEYaMU U 3ayMAJIACh. — 3JHAYUT, MaMa 3HaJIa, YTO s B CTOJIULIE. . .

— TeOe Hy>XKHO BCTPETUTHCS C HEW U 000 BCEM NMOTOBOPUTH, — COOOIIIMII
OYEBUJIHOE YUUTEb.

— Ho kak g Mory nmoroBoputb ¢ Heil? PyHbI CBSI3M MOYKHO OTCHEAUTH. A
HaBECTUTbh €€ MHE HUKTO He AacT. He B 3TOM KU3HM.

— Tebe HykeH apTedakT, — TPOU3HEC OH.

N no meHs nonwio: u BIpsaMb! MHe HyXeH apTedakT, KOTOPbI CMOXKET
CKPBITh MO€ MECTOHAXOXKIEHUE OT IJ1a3 UMIEPATOPCKUX HUIIECEK !

N, Xaoc Bcex noxpu, oH y MeHs ecTb! ToTt camblii ToTeM PoBeHa. ..

— A KTO co3zaer aydmue apTedakTsl 31€Ch, B CTOJNHIE? — C a3apTOM
CIpocujia si, BCHOMHUHAs Pa3roBOpP C U3rOsIMAU B MOM MPOILIbIA BU3UT B
JlapKCTOYH.

— Maru 3emiu ¢ YUCTOU KPOBBIO.

Yro K, cTapuk HE OTKpbIBaeT MHE cekpeTa. OIHaKo 3TO ObLIO HE BCE:

— A Oopubl 3a YUCTOTY KpPOBM y HAac TOJBKO B OJHOM MECTE
cobuparores. .. Cipllana npo cekty «Hucras 3emis»?

Moe nuio BBITSHYJIOCH, @ YYUTENh MNOHSATIMBO XMBIKHYJ. 3aTeM €lle
pa3 ykas3aa Ha JBEpb, HAMEKAs Ha TO, 4TO MOE BpeMs Ha ucxozae. He moe
BpeMsl 37IECh, @ BPEMS, KOTOPOE S MOTY OTPATUTh Ha MyTh 0 OaHKA.

A copBanacek ¢ MecTa, He mporasick. Ha 6ery meiTanach COoCTaBUTh B
roJioBe BCI0 MH(popMaiuio. ApredakT HAXOJUTCA B aKaJeMUH — s JIOJDKHA
MONACTh B aKaJEMHIO; 3TO MEPBas Lenodka. HaHu sBIsIeTCS MaroM 3eMiid U
MOCIIEAOBATENBHULIEN 3alpPEIIEHHON CEKThl — W3BECTHAS 3alpelieHHas
CEeKTa B CTOJMIE TOJBKO OAHA, M 3TO «Yucras 3emMis» — MHE HYXHO B
akazemuro Kk Hanu; 3To Bropas nenoyka.

CnaBHO, 4TO OHM 00€ BeayT MeHs B JlapkcTOyH!

A BOT TpeThs Ilemoyka OblIa camMoW CTpaHHOH... Mama cBsi3aHa C
ONITO3ULIMEN — 32 MHOW BCETAA CIECAWIM JIFOIA UMIIEPATOPA — MaMa TOXKE 3a



MHOHM cjeiWsia — OHa 3acTaBWja MacTepa pPYH COIVIaCUThCA Ha MOE
oOydyeHHe — y MaMmbl ObUI pOMaH ¢ OpaToM uMIIepaTopa — HACJIEIHUK
npucTaBuil ko MHe Peca — 3HaTh mpucMarpuBaercsa Ko MHe. M 3HaTh He
OTBEPHETCSI OT MEHA, IO CJIOBAM MOEH XK€ POAUTEIbHHUIBI, — HO KaKoro
yepTa oHa Jana ceOs monMaTh HACJIEIHUKY, €ClId OHa Tak kpyTa?!

Jla, 3Ha0, LEnoyka HEJIOTMYHas, HO BCE 3THU (DaKThl KaK-TO CBSA3aHbI
Apyr ¢ Apyrom. OTo coBepuieHHO TouHo! M moka s He moiiMy, B ueM
3aKJIIOYAETCS CBA3b, sl HE CTaHy padoTaTh HU HA OJIHY U3 CTOPOH.

JloGexaB 0 4YEpPHOTO XO/a, 51 MPUBENa IUIaThe B MOPSIOK, MONpaBuiIa
MPUYECKY U BOIILIA B OaHK.

Cnyxanmui TyT K€ ToJall MHE BCe HeoOXxoaumble Oymard,
NOJIMCAaHHBIE €Ille 10 MOEro modera B HEU3BECTHOCTb, M MPOBOAUI K
MoeMy SKumaxy. /[KuB3 HM OZHMM MYCKYJIOM JIMI@ HE BBIAAI CBOUX
HIMOLIMNA, KOTZA YBHUJEN MEHs, PacCKpaCHEBIIYIOCS IOCJE J0Iroro Oera, u
MoJT4a MojAajl pyKy, IoMorasi 3a0parbcsi B 9KUIAXK. 3aTeM 3a0pajicsi CIEIOM.

MBI TpOHYIHUCE.

— Bwl Bce ycmemm cnemarb, Monojas Xo3Alka? — BEXKIMBO
IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA IBOPELKU.

— 4 ycnena cnenath Aaxke OoJipliie, 4eM Mpefrolaraia, — MO3BOJIUB
ce0e JIETKYIO0 YIBIOKY, OTBETHIIA 5.

— OTnu4HO, MOTOMY 4YTO M3 OCOOHsKAa MpUIUIa 3amucka. — JKuB3
IPOTSHYJ MHE JJUCTOK OyMard.

«lloyemy 6vl He cxazanu, 4umo Mol nopmai He neperec 8ac 8 Yepuyro
bawnto?! Hemeonenno 3asepuanime ece ceou oena. Koy eac 6 ocobmsike 6
08a uacay.

— Kotopslii ceituac vac, /[»KuB3? — CIIOKOMHO CITpOCHUIIA S

— IlonoBuHa TpeTbero, Mojomasi XO35IMKa, — YYTHUBO OTO3BaJICA
JIBOPEIKUI.

A nopora 10 ocoOHsIKa 3aiiMeT €111e OKOJIO Yaca.

Mowu ry0sl camu mo cebe pacTsSHYJIHCh B YXMbLIke. Het, MHE camoit
OYE€Hb MHTEPECHO Y3HATh, YTO CIYYUJIIOCH C €ro MOPTAjIOM. 3a MOCIEIHUE
JHA MPOU30IIIO0 TAK MHOTO, YTO TOT MHIHUAEHT IMPOCTO BBIJIETEI U3 TOJIOBBI.
Ho yBupers muno IlpaBoii Pykm HMmmneparopa, korma s mOSIBIIOCH B
OCOOHSIKE C OMO3JaHMEM Ha IOJTOpa Yaca... J1a, Mopa CO3HAThCS: MHE
OTKPOBEHHO HPaBUTCS Jpa3HUTh Pecal



— Mononas xo3s1iika, MOTy 51 cKa3aTb?

— Koneuno, J[[xuB3, — KUBHyJa s, NOPOJOJDKAs CKaJUThCA OT
MPEIBKYIICHUS MPEICTOAIIEH BCTPEUH.

— Bammu tyduu. ..

— Yro?..

— YuutpiBasi, 4TO BCE 3TO BPeMs Bbl ObUIM B OaHKE. .. JIyUllle PUBECTH
00yBb B OpsiI0K. UTOOBI HE BO3HUKJIO BOIIPOCOB.

S npunonHsiia MOAON IJIATHS.

Ox, IxuB3, Thl MPOCTO MOM CIIACUTEIIb!

— He opomxuie MHE CBOM IUIATOK, CaMblil JyYIIUNA JIBOPELKUU,
YKaJIOBaHbE KOTOPOTO Oy/AET MOBBIIMIEHO? — MOMpPOCHUia s, XUTPO TSI Ha
CTapuKa.

— Hna Bac, mosopasi Xo3siika, BCE, YTO YroJHO! — HEBO3MYTHUMO
oTBeTHJ /[>KMB3 M oman MHE OSJI0CHEKHBIN TIATOK.

Pec cnumikoMm BHUMaTENEeH, YTOOBI HE 3aMETUTh OIPOMHOTO CJIOS TPSI3H
Ha Moell 00yBHM. A BOT OTCYTCTBUIO IUJIaTKa B HarpyJaHOM KapMaHe
JIBOPEIIKOTO OH BPsiJ JIM IPUJACT 3HAYCHHUE.

Tenepp HYXHO NpHUAYMaTh, Kak BBIIPOCUTH Yy 3JIOTO AHEpromara Ha
CITy>K0e uMIieparopa ouepeaHoe pa3pelieHrne Ha nocemienue JJapkcToyH.

Hywmaii, Kaiiput, gymati. ..

K ToMy MOMEHTY, Kak MbI ITPUEXAJTH, HU OJHA 3/IpaBasi MbICJIb TaK U HE
nmocetusia mMoe co3Hanue. M w3 skumaxka s BBIXOAWIA B HEPBO3ZHOM
MPEABKYIICHUH TPSIAYIIUX Pa300poK.

JIKuB3 OTKPBUI TIEpeI0 MHOM JBEPH, I BOIIIAa B OCOOHSK, U MEHS TYT
K€ OKATUJIU XOJIOJOM TOJIyObI€ I1a3a FPO3HOI0 Iica UMIIepaTopa.

— I'ne BBI OBUTH? — YEKaHs KaXK]10€ CIIOBO, cripocu Pec.

— Jlymaro, BBl HE U3 TE€X, KTO KAJIyETCS Ha CBOIO MAMATh, — KUHYJA £,
MPOXOo/si MUMO Hero. — S eltie ¢ yTpa coo0Iuiia BaM O IEJI1 CBOSH MOE3AKU
B LICHTP.

— Bac He Obulo Oombliie TpeX YacoB, — MPOIEAWS TEIOXPAHUTEIb,
CJIEIIysl 32 MHOM.

— DTO €CTECTBEHHO — JIOpora B OJJHY CTOPOHY 3aHHUMAET IEJIbIN Jac, —
3amMeTusa OECIeYHO, TOIHUMASCh MO JIECTHUIIE.

— Bu1 4ut0, pemuiau o0bexaTh BCIO CTOJNUILY, IEPE] TEM Kak 3aexaTh B
0aHK? — TUXO 3Bepesi, MOUHTEpecoBaics Pec.

— BbI 3a0bIBaeTe, 4TO SKHUIIAX €/I€T HE TaK OBICTPO, KaK OIBITHBIM
BCQJIHUK Ha Xopoiel jgomaan. Ho — Gmaromapro 3a Hamek! B cienyromuii



pa3 B 0aHK s MOey BEPXOM, — CAEPKUBast YIbIOKY, COOOIIMIA s CIIOKOMHO,
OCTaHOBUBILKCH Y CBOEH KOMHATBHI.

— Jlaxxe mymarb 3a0yapTe, — MATKO oTo3Basics Pec.

— BBl U3 TexX, KTO CUMTAET, YTO JKEHIIWHA JIOJDKHA CHUAETh JI0Ma,
CIpsiTaB BCE CBOM yMeHHUs Ti1yOoko B... ce0s? IlpaBo, Pec, s Obuta 0 Bac
JY4IIIETO MHEHHS.

— Bame mHeHue 000 MHE yIMBHUTEIBHO HECTAOWJIBHO, — MPOIIMIIEI
rotyOoriias3blid, s MHE B IJ1a3a.

— Ilonararo, oTyacTd ¥ Bbl BUHOBHBI B 3TOM HeAopasyMeHuu... Ho s
ucrpasitock. Obeniaro.

OTkpbeIB ABEpb, BOILIA B CBOKW choainbHiO, W ['HeB Kmmneparopa
MOCJIE0BAJ 34 MHOM.

— Pec, aTa xoMHara mMpUHANIEKUT MHE — YTO OBl BBl HU JyMajiud 000
BCEM 3TOM OCOOHSIKE M JIIO[SX, B HEM MPOXKHUBAIOIINX, — 3aMETHIIA 51 UYTh
MIPOXJIATHEH.

— Ilouemy BBl HE COOOILIMIM O TOM, YTO MOPTaJl HE IEPEHEC Bac B
Yepnyto 6amHio? — cipocuit Pec, 3akpbIB 3a cOO0M BEPb.

— 1 3a0b11a. Takoe ciydaeTcs ¢ IeBylIKaMH, — OTBETUJIA, PACTSIHYB Ha
ry0ax cyxyto yJbIOKY.

Oto npasga. [lycts gymaer uto xouet. Ho...

— Kax BbI y3Ha1u 0 TOM, YTO sI HE MIEPEHECHach B ITYHKT Ha3HAYECHUs? —
CIIPOCHIIA C JIETKUM JTFOOOTBITCTBOM.

— Pektop akageMun 0OMOJIBUIICS, YTO 3aKPbUT TEPPUTOPHUIO OAITHU IS
NOPTAJIOB, CHENAB JIOBYIIKY JIJII BCEX MKEJIAIOMIMX IMOCETUTh €€: TEeNepb
T000#, KTO pemmuT OTKPBITh mNoptai K YepHoil OaiiHe, mepeHeceTrcs
MPSIMUKOM B IPUEMHYIO PEKTOPA.

S HaxMypuack, TPUIOMHUHAS TPACKTOPUIO CBOUX MEPEMEILECHUM. . .

— OH He ckazaj, 4TO Bbl MOABISUIUCH PSiAOM ¢ ero kabunetom. Ho s u
HE CIIpalluBall, COXPAaHUB B TailHE Ballle MMOCENIEHUE aKaJIeMUU — KaK Mbl U
JOTOBAPUBAIIKCE... — Pec BHUMATenbHO cMOTpel Ha MeHd. — Ho 4To-To MHE
MOJICKA3bIBAET, YTO ATa MH(OpMalus s Bac — HoBas. Bbl He monaaanu B
MIPUEMHYIO Arapeca.

— Bbl 30BeTe 0TIa N0 UMEHU? — CIIPOCHIIA sI OTCTPAHEHHO.

— C Tex mop, Kak s Ha ciyx0e ummeparopa, y MEHS HEeT OTua, —
oTpe3al roiayoornassiid. — Tak Kyja nepeHec Bac mopran?

— 3a CTEHBI aKaJIeMUU, — OITYCTHUB B3IJIS/l B MOJI, YECTHO OTBETHUJIA S

—Yro?..



OpauH Bompoc, a MHE YK€ 3aX0TEJIOCh CAMOYCTPAHUTHCS.

— Y nopraina ObLT Kakoi-To cOOM B TOUKe mepexojia. S nmodyBcTBOBaA,
YTO MECTO BBIXO/Ia B PEabHOCTh MEHSJIOCH JIBaX/bl. HaBepHOE, mepBbIit
cOOM CITy4yuIICs U3-3a 3aKJIAThs pekTopa. Ho BTOpOIi... BTOPOUl BEIHEC MEHS
Ha TEMHBIN TIPOYJIOK O] CTEHAMU aKaJIeMHH, — OBICTPO OOBSICHUIIA 5.

— W BBI He cKka3aliy MHE O TOM, YTO OKa3aJUCh B CTOJIUIIE, AOCOIIOTHO
HE 3allulIeHHas, 0e3 AeHer, 0e3 FKUMnaxka u 0e3 MpoIycKa B akaJeMHUI0?.. —
['onoc Peca 3By4an Tak OMacHO, YTO sI HEMPOU3BOJBHO CIIIOTHYJdA. — Tak
KaK Bbl MTOTNAJIM BHYTPh? Benb s HaIIe  Bac TaM... CISIIIYIO Ha KyXHE.

Ha 3TOT pa3 B ero BOIpocCe CIHBIIAIOCH CTOJIBKO YIPO3bl, YTO MHE
cTajio 0OSI3HO U 3a ce0s... U 3a BCEX, MPUUYACTHBIX K MOEMY HE3aKOHHOMY
MIPOHUKHOBEHUIO B aKaJIEMHUIO.

— MeH4... BIOYCTWIM... — BBbIJIaBWJIA s, TNPEKPACHO TIOMHS CBOE
oOelllaHue HE paccKa3biBaTh HUKOMY O BCTpeUe C YePHOPOPMEHHBIMU.
— K10?

Xonoza. B ronoce TOJIbKO X001,

— JleoH, — nmpou3Heca yepes CUiy.

Mpaxk! S He Mory ero tak mnoactaeisaTe! Ho Oonbplie HHYero He
ocTaercsi. Y MEHsI HET JApPYyrux BapuaHToB. MIX BOOOIIE HE CYIIECTBYET B
IpUpoOJIE... MarucTp BBIXOIWI U3 BOPOT, U s OBICTPEHBKO MPOIIMBITHYJIA B
uiens? Ara...

Yremaer ToibKO OAHO: Pec yxe 3ampeTun HEKPOMaHTy NOKHUAATh
aKaJIeMHUI0, 3alpPETUTh €MY IIEPEIBUraThCsl WM pa3roBapuBaTb OH HE
MoxeT. [lenaTe BeITOBOp He OyneT TeM Oosee. Tak 4TO TOUEK JABJICHUS Y
HEro MOYTH HE OCTaJIOCh; BPSJ JIU OH OyJAET OTKPOBEHHO BPEAUTH CBOEMY
IBOIOpPOJHOMY Opary... [lycTe oHM 00a 1 HE cUMTAIOT ce0sl pOAHEHL. ..

— Kak 310 BO3MOXkHO? OH 4TO, MO CTEHE IMPOTYJHBAJICS, KOIJAa Bac
BBIKMHYJI TTOPTai? — €ilie XoJoaHee crupocui Pec.

Xaoc Bcex noxkpu! O6 3ToM-TO 5 He oaymada!

Kak... Kak?..

— Mpl [OTrOBOpWIMCH C HUM O BCTpPEYE, — BbIAyMaja Ha XO.HY,
CYIOPOXKHO cOOOpaxasi, MOIJIO JIM TAaKOE€ OBITH?

Bpone Morio — oH ke IpUXoausl HABECTUTh MEHSI.

Py-yX-X-X... IPOHECIIO. ..

[Tocmotrpena Ha Peca u noHsna: HE MPOHECIIO.

— 51 naBan BaM CIMIIKOM MHOTO CBOOOJIbI, — MPOLEINI OH, UCTICTIENSS
MEHSI B3IVISIZIOM.



— Yro?.. — mepecnpocuiia s, MbITAsCh MOHATH, Ky/1a OH KJIIOHUT.
— Br1 Oonbliie He BbIHETE U3 OCOOHIKA.

—Yro?!
— Brbl Oynere cuzeth B CBO€H KOMHATE JI0 Cy/a, — Ye€TKO nmpousHec Pec,
YHUUTOXAasi MEHS CBOMM XOJIOJOM, — a MpEACTosIas BaM IIpucsra

MMIIEPaTOpPy MPOUJIET 3/1€Ch, B TOCTUHOM BAIIErO POJAOBOTO UMEHHUS.

— YTO?! — 4 nmodyBcTBOBaja, Kak KpOBb NMPUJIMBAET K IIeKaM. — Brl
4TO ce0e mo3BoJIsIeTE?

— To, yro w™mory mno3BoiuTb, — oOTBeTUN IHeB Wmmneparopa wu
Pa3BEPHYICS K BBIXOIY.

— He cmenre! He cmelite aTto aenars co MHoM! — S cxBarwiia ero 3a
pYKasB.

— B Bameii KOMHare BaMm OCTajJOCh IPOXKUTH BCETO JIBOE CYTOK.
Ilepereprniure, — paBHOAYIIIHBINA OTBET.

— Pec, 1 He BwlIepxkKy naxe yaca B3amneptu! He nenailite sToro co
MHOI!

— BbI BEIHYIMIIM MEHS, — BBIPBIBAsI PYKY U3 MOEW XBAaTKH, OTPE3aJl OH.

— HW3-3a yero BBl paccepawiuch? M3-3a TOro, uro s 3a0buia mpo
noprai? Mnm u3-3a toro, uro morosopunack ¢ Jieonom?!

— 51 He paccepamics. Cuntaiite, sl IEKyCh O Ballleil OE€30MaCHOCTH. —
Pec Taku 0cBOOOAMIICS M OTCTYIHII K ABEPH.

— Ilewetecs? O moeit Oe3omacHOCTH?! — 3aKpuyaia s eMy B CIUHY, —
Cepbe3no?! DTo mociie HamajeHus B 3JaHUU CyJa BBl MOIJIM OpocaTh MHE
Moj00HbIE CJIOBA — KaK W 3alypaTh MEHS B MOEM e KOMHAaTe, — HO HE
ceiiuac! Brl medetech TONbKO O CBOeH coOCTBeHHOU ropasiHe! Toabko BOT
OTKyza oHa y Bac? Bl xe mec mmneparopa! Y Bac He JOKHO OBITh HU
YyBCTB, HU SMOIU!

CnuHa TenoxpaHuTeNsl BIAAbIKA HANpsriach, HO OH HHUYEro HE
OTBETWJI. JIMIIIb CIes1al ele OJMH 1ar K JIBEPH.

— BoI He 3amnpere MeHs 311ech!!! — yoke BO BECh rosioc 3aopasna si.

— 3anpy, — CHOKOWHO napupoBai Pec, 4yTh MOBEPHYB KO MHE T'OJIOBY.

N 510 ero cCHokoucTBHE CTaJl0 TMOCJIEOHENM Karen. S copsana
MepyaTKy C MpaBOM JIAJIOHHM, CXBAaTWIA C TyaJIETHOTO CTOJHMKA MEPBOE, UYTO
Monajgoch (Jake He MOHsIa, YTO UMEHHO, HO TSDKEOoE), 3apsawia u
OpocuJjia B HEro.

Peakuus y I'neBa Mmneparopa Obuta orMeHHasd. OH ycren He TOJIBKO
OTCKOYMTH C TPACKTOPHUU MOJIETA, HO U PA3BEPHYTHCA, U J1aKE€ OLECHUTh MO



00€BOI1 HACTPOH.

Ny HEenoOLEHUTh — MOTOMY YTO TOJHATasi OpOBb pa3o3iuia MEHs
emie OoJblIIe.

S cxBaTwiia NPUCIOHEHHYIO K CTOJIMKY 3CKPUMY, MTHOBEHHO 3apsiauiia
U TYT K€ HaHECJA MEPBBIA yaap N0 IUIEYy TEJIOXPAHUTENS BIAABIKU. JTOT
yaap OH IPOIyCTWJ — HAaBEPHOE, ITIOTOMY YTO HE OXKHJIAJ, 4YTO sl BCE-TaKU
yaapro. OT MOIIHOTO paspsifa ero cjierka oTOpoCcHiio Hazaj, HO JaXe 3Ta
peakius Tena Becbma yauBuia Peca. OH ycTaBWIICS Ha MOIO 3CKPUMY C
HEJOYMEHUEM YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIN OCO3HAJ, YTO MypPaBEM €ro mHyJj, IPUTOM
— BECbMa OLLLyTUMO.

Bropo#t Mo 3amax OH ycnesn 3acedb B3IVIAJI0OM, HO MOYEMY-TO BHOBB
HE 3alUTWICS — MW MOJAY4YWJ OLIyTHUMBIM ygap IO MNpeaIuiedbro. A
HEJIOYyMEHUE B €ro B3MISAE IMEPEepocio B JIETKOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO. Tperuii
yAap MpHILEICs Ha 3aIsiCThe, MOTOMY YTO ToiayOomia3blii ycren BOBpEMs
IPUKPBITH JTULO — /1a, s1 HE coOupanach Aparbes yecTHo! YeTBepThlil 3amax
OBbLJI OCTAHOBJIEH XJIECTKUM:

— XBarur!

A 3amepna, iAng B niasa Peca, HO TaM yke He ObUIO HU yAUBJIEHUS,
HU JTI000NBITCTBA. TONBKO 3J10CTh.

Ha ero onexne yBuaeia HECKOIbKO JBIMSIIUXCS MPOIUIEIIHH.

Ha 3amsictee kpacHen 0xkor.

— JIOBOJIBHO, — MEUIEHHO U XOJIOAHO Ipou3Hec Pec.

Mowu ymapsl He npuuMHWIM €My Hukakoro Bpema! To kpacHoe
IATHBIIIKO Ha pyke — He B cuer! Beap mec ummeparopa yxKe TPUKIbI
JIOJDKEH Obl1 Bredararbcsi B cTeHy! OH yXe JOJDKeH BajsThes 0e3
CO3HAHUs, KaK T€ Maru, 4TO HAIMaJIi Ha Hac y cTeH YepHoii OamHu!

51 BHOBB MOJHSUIA 3CKPUMY C TUKUM JKEJIaHUEM JIOCTaBUTh €MY XOTb
HemHoro Oonu! Ho TernoxpaHuTenb MTHOBEHHO MEpPEXBATUI MOIO PYKYy U
OOJIBHO CKaJl, 3aCTaBIIsASA BHIITYCTUTD OPYKHE.

— Aitl — BbIpBaIOCH Yy MEHs, Korjaa JO CJIOMa KOCTEW OCTaJuCh
CUATAHBIE CEKYHJIBI.

Ha, s nepkanace 10 NOCIEIHETO.

Pec Tak xe OBICTPO BBIIMYCTHJI MEHSI U3 CBOETO JKEJIE3HOr0 XBara, HO
He orouieln. [Iponomkan CToATh psSaIoOM.

— 3a4eM BBI 3TO CIeann? — IPOLEAWI, NI HA MEHsI CBEPXY BHM3.

— [lotomy uTO XOTena, 4T0O BBl XOTh YTO-TO OIIYTHJIH! — OTPBI3HYNIACH
s, pacTUpasi 3aIsCThE.



— 41 He xene3HbId. Y MEHSA €CTh BCE OPraHbl UYBCTB — KaK U Y BCEX
JIFOZIEH, — XOJIOJHO COOOIIMII OH.

— Opransl uyBCTB! — epeapasHuia . — Sl BaM npo caMu 4yBCTBa, a HE
PO Balll OPraHbI!

— UyBcTBa y MEHs TOXKE €CTh, — HETPOMKO cKa3an Pec.

— ComHueBaroch. — Tak, yke mopa OTKPOBEHHO OIUIAKMBATH CBOE B
MOTEHIIMAJIE CHHEee 3amsicThe. — MoxeT, korja-to 1 osi. Ho He ceituac. U
1a, BbI TIPaBbl, BbI HE skesie3Hbli! Bel — kamenb! XKene3o mokpemnye oyaet! —
S3BUTENBHO J00aBUA s, C KaKOW-TO TaJKOW pPajoCThIO pa3miisibIBas
KpPAaCHOE ISITHO 0>KOTa Ha €Tr0 PYyKe.

— Yrto Tam y Bac? — Pec BOpyr pe3ko mepexBaTUI MEHS MO JIOKOTb,
yOpan MO0 JTaJIOHb C 3aISICThSl M yCTaBWJICS HA HAJWBAIOIIMICS CHUHSK. —
Xaoc... s CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO cxkai. [Ipocrure.

— Jla HeT, 3TO g BUHOBaTa — HE CIEAOBaJIO OpocaTrhCsi Ha TOTO, KTO
3aBEJIOMO CHWJIbHEe, — BCXJIMIIHYJA 5, HEOXXHUJAHHO IMOYyBCTBOBAaB ceOs
OY€eHb c1a00N 1 Oe33aIUTHOM.

— BbI yTO, mIakarh cobupaeTech? — KaK-TO JIake CJErka UCIYTaHHO
crpocui ['neB Umnieparopa.

— Her, — mnokawana g TOJMOBOM, a y CaMOM CJe€3bl K IJa3aMm
OI0OUPAKOTCH.

— boxe, Kaliput, npoury, He miausre! — pactepsuicst Pec, BBozist MeHs B
CTYTIOP.

DT0 KaKoi Takou «Ooxke»?..

— Yero?.. — nepecripocusia si, MTHOBEHHO 3a0bIB U MPO CHUHSK, U MPO
€ro PeaKIuIo.

— 51 BUHOBAT... f1... IPOKJIATHE! — BRIPYraJiCsl TEIOXPAHUTEIb, OTBOJIA
B3IVl OT MOEH PYKH.

3areM OCTOPOKHO OTIYCTHJI MEHSI U OTCTYIUJI Ha IIAr.

— S mpoiry mpocTuTh MeHs, Jieau Kaitput. Takoro Oosnbliie HUKOTA HE
nopropurcs. ‘... 1 He MOAHMUMY Ha Bac pykKy. Hukorma, — nmpousHec OH,
IJISA/151 HA CTEHY 34 MOEU CIIMHOU.

— Jlaxxe ecnm s Oyay JIynUTh MO BaMm 3apsiKEHHOM 3CKpUMON? — ¢
JIETKUM JIFOOOTIBITCTBOM OCBEIOMUIIACH 5.

— Jlaxke... HET, 51 HAJECIOCh, BBl TOXE HE OyJaeTe MOJHUMATh HAa MEHS
PYKY... C OPYKHEM, — KOPSIBO HCIIpaBWiICsA Pec u 4yTh HaxXMypurJIcs.

He 3Hat0 mouemy, HO y MEHS BBIPBAJICS CMEIIOK.

— [Ipocture! — I 3akpbUia poT JIaIOHBIO.



— Hwuuero crpamHoro, — HEOXUJIAaHHO He(OPMAIBLHO OTO3BAJICA

roiayOoryia3bii.
Hekotopoe Bpemst Mbl 00a MOJT4aIu.
— Pec... — 4 octopoxHO momonna K HEMY M 3alIiHyJa B mia3za. —

IIpoctruTe MeHs.

— Bam He cTOUT U3BUHSATHCS.

— 5 He 3a cmemok u3BMHAKOCH. VM HE 3a HamaJgeHWe Ha Bac ¢
3apsHDKEHHOM JCKPUMOWM — XOTA 3a 3TO TOXKE CIeIyeT W3BUHUTHCS. S
U3BUHSIOCH 32 TO, UYTO BOBPEMsI HE pacckasajia BaM 0 ToM cOoe moprana. S
HE Tpujaja 3TOMY 3HA4€HHUs, MOTOMY UYTO CyMeJia MOMacTh B aKaJEMUIO,
HO... sI, 0€3yCJIOBHO, JIOJ>KHA ObLIa MPEyIPEeaUTh Bac.

— Jla... 3TO Tak, — HEOXHUJAHHO CMYTUBIIUCH (HO Jelas Bce
BO3MO)KHO€, YTOOBI sI 3TOr0 HE 3aMeTWIa), OTBETWI TEJIOXPaHUTEIb
UMIIEPATOpA.

— Bpbl npoctutre mena?.. — He 3Har, ¢ 4ero BApPYI, HO MOs JieBas
JAJIOHb KaK-TO CaMOCTOATENIbHO Tepedpasiach Ha €ro Tpyldb U THUXOHEYKO
YCTPOWJIACH TaM.

— Kaiipur... — Pec crtapasncst cMOTpeTh KyJia YrOJHO, HO TOJIbKO HE Ha
MEHSI M HE Ha MOIO JIaJIOHb Ha €ro Kam30Ji€.

A TO, 4TO NIPOU30LLIO JAJIbIIE... S MOHIATHS HE UMEKD, KAKOH MOHCTP
C HIDKHETO MHpa TOJKHYJI MEHS Ha 3TOT Oecmpeses, HO MOs TOJI0Ba KakK-TO
TaK K€ CaMOCTOSITENIbHO, KaK M pyKa, MPUCIOHUIACh K ero rpyau. [locie
YEro U3 MOETO PTa BBIPBAIIOCH UTO-TO IMOX0KEE HA TUXUU B3OX.

— Bbl ke He Oynere 3amuparb MeEHS? — THUXOHEUYKO-TUXOHEUKO
CIPOCHIIA 1, TOHUMAsl CTPAHHBIM BETPOM CBOOO/IBI.

— Kaitpur, BBI...

— Iloxkamyiicta... s Tak XOo4y YBHAETh CBOUX APY3€H... MHE TaK
OJIMHOKO 3/1€Ch. .. — IIPOIIENTAJIa EMY B KaM3O0JL.

— BBl HE MOkeTe Tak MPOCTO MOCENIaTh aKaJAeMHUIO. . .

— Ho HukTO XK€ HE y3HaeT... 1 HUKOMY HE CKaxy... a pebsTa Tak
OosTCs Bac, 4ToO TeM OoJiee OyayT MOJTYaTh. ..

— D10 Hebe30macHo, YUUTHIBas COOM JBYX MOPTAIOB CaMBIX CHIIBHBIX
MaroB CpeauMupsbs. ..

— A BBI MOXETE MEPEMECTUTHCS CO MHOM... a TIOTOM BEPHYTHCS — yKe
BEUEPOM. ..

— Jlo Beuepa HECKOJIBKO YacoB. ..

— Ho s Tak xo4y ux yBUIIETS...



— Kaiiput, TeO6e He XBaTUT CTa JBAJLIATU MUHYT...

— XBarwur...

— Karipwur...

— Pec... — 4 mogHsna ronoBy, mocMoTpesna emy B IJIasa.

A OH OYEMY-TO MEPEBEN HAPSKEHHBIN B3IVISA]T HA MOTOJIOK.

— 1 Oyny mOCIyIIHOM. ..

— [MocmymiHOM? — cierka HEJOBEPUHUBO MEPECIPOCHIT TETOXPAHUTED.

— Jla. U 3aBTpa Oymy kaarh uUMmmeparopa 37eCh, JoMa... KaK Bbl U
XOTEJIH. . .

Pec Tak TIUIOTHO COMKHYJI YEIIOCTH, 4YTO TIOJ €ro CKyJlamu
MEPEKATUITACH KEIIBAKH.

S crosta, mocnymHO 0kuaas ero peumenus. M mouemy-to coBcem He
yauBuiack, korga ['nes mmneparopa trxo nmpousHec:

— Xopowo. S cam ornpasntock ¢ BaMu. M BepHyCh 3a BaMu yepes Ba
yaca. Hazeroch, Bam XBaTUT 3TOTO BPEMEHH.

— bnaronapro.

OTO €IWHCTBEHHOE, 4YTO S OTBETWIA. A BCE, UYTO ON[yTUIa, —
oOyeryeHue.

Jla, MHE CTaJi0 HAMHOTO JIEr4e, KOI/Ia OH BBINIEN U3 KOMHAThl, OCTABUB
MHE Mapy MUHYT Ha COOpBI.

A elle CTajo Jierye OT YETKOTO OCO3HAHUSA: s MOTY UM YIpaBisATh. S
JIEHUCTBUTENFHO MOTY UM YIIPaBJIsATh, IOTOMY YTO OH MUTAET CIabOCTh KO
MHE — 3TO OYEBHUHO.

3Hauum, MHe He HYHCHO Om He20 U30a8IAMbCs.

He 3Hawo, mouemy s Tak CEpbe3HO OTHECIACh K HTHUM CJIOBaM
OJIM3HEIIOB — BEJlb BOBCE HE TUIAaHUPOBAJa Clie/IoBaTh IiaHy Marepu. 1 tem
HE MEHEE. ..

A pana, 9T0 B 11000M U3 UCXOMIOB ST MOTY OOOUTHCH 06€3 ITOM KEPTBHI.

Jla, OBITH MOXKET, TAKOE MOE MOBEJACHUE — HE COBCEM YECCTHBIM XOJI I10
oTHomIeHUI0O K Pecy... HO HeOXUAaHHO s olIyTWIa B cede amy cuny.
Bo3MoxHO, €€ e onrylana 1 Mosi MaMa, BBIXOJS B CBET. ..

Cuny ynpaBisitb My>KUMHAMM.

N Xaoc mHe cBumeresb — 51 Oyay MCIOIL30BaTh BCE JOCTYITHBIE MHE
CpeacTBa ISl OJIyYEHHUSI CBOOO/IBI.

C kakoil ObI CTOPOHBI OHU HU MPHUIILIH. ..



I'masa 11. Unas cuiia

Pec caepkan cioBO W JOCTaBWJI MeHs K BoporaM YepHoil OamrHu
JIUYHO.

3alMTHUK MPOMYCTUJ HAC, U Mbl NPOLLIM BHYTph. Bech myTh OT
POIOBOTO OCOOHSIKA /10 ABEPH B OAIIIHIO MBI MPOIETIATN MOJTYA. . .

— JIBa yaca, — HartoMHWJI Pec, orcTymas ot MeHsl.

— 51 noMHI0, — KMBHYJIa, HAYMHAs YyBCTBOBATh C€0s1 HEJIOBKO.

Sl Bocmonp3oBanach €ro cuMmnarhued ko MHe. Hackonmpko s crana
MOX0a Ha CBOIO MaTh?..

— Sl BBISCHIO, OYEMY MOPTaJl BHIOPOCHUII BacC 3a MPE/eIibl aKaJIeMUU. —
Pec ocraHoOBWJICA M TMOCMOTpeNl Ha MEHS: — A BBl NOCTapaliTeCh HE
BJIMIIHYTh B OYEPEAHYIO UCTOPHIO.

— He Bnunny. Hy pa3se uro nepb B UepHyro OaliHi0 — 3TO CKPBHITHIN
MOpTaJl B MyCTHIHU NPUTPAHUYBS, — KPUBO YIIBIOHYJIACH 5.

Ho cyns o nuiy Peca — mryTka He yanache.

— S cepbes3Ho, Bce B nopsiake. Bot, 1Beph HOPMAIBHO OTKPBIBACTCS. —
S nmpogeMOHCTpupoBaia €My OTCYTCTBHE ONACHOCTH M BCTPETUIIACH
mas3amu ¢ Hanu, crosiei no apyryro ctopony nopora. — O! Haunn!

— O! Kaiipa! — mnepenpa3nuna wmeHs Menkas. — Momia Obl
NpEeAYNpPEeUTh, 4TO 3aiAeIb!

— Bo1 mens He xaanu? — S nogHsia OpoBk.

— XKnanu, Tonpko kK 00emxy, — oTmapupoBajia MeJKasl, BBIIVISIbIBAS U3
JIBEpU Ha YIMBJIECHHOrO HamuMm jJuainorom Peca. — OT1o mytka. Mbl He
3HAJIM, YTO OHA MPUJIET.

— Pa3 omacHocTM HET — A TIOKWAY, — CHCPKAHHO TMPOU3HEC
TEJIOXPAHUTEb.

— W au, — CHOKOMHO OTBETHUIIA S.

Jloxkanach, Korja TpellMHa B MPOCTPAHCTBE 3a HUM 3aTSHETCS, U
BOIIIAa B OAIlIHIO, HETPOMKO 3aMETHB:

— He mytm Tak mpu HEM — KaXKETCS, CETOJHSA Yy HEro OTKAa3bIBacT
YyBCTBO IOMOpA.

— Uto THI caenana ¢ Oenusbkkor ['HeBoM Mmmeparopa? — M3yMIIEHHO
CIIpOCHIIA MEJIKasi, MOACTPANBAsCh MO MOU IIIar.

— A 4T10 1 ¢ HUM caenana’?



— OH menkoBbId. — HaHM ocTaHOBUIIACK.

— Mpl... OpUIIUIA K COIVIACUI0, — OOBSICHUJIA S MHUMOXOJIOM, WS
JaJplIe.

— Kro npumen x conmacuro? — M3 roctuHou Beinuia Tara.

— BbI BooO111€ yunTech? — 3aana st pUTOPUUECKUNA BOIIPOC.

— Cerogns — HeT. MBI 3HaIH, YTO ThI HAWIEIIH CIIOCOO 3aMTH K HAM 110
MIPUHECEHUs] KIITBBI HUMIEpPAropy. — BOpoBKa CKIOHHWIIA TOJIOBY,
pasrisiibIBasi MEHs. — XOPOIIO BBINISAUIIb, JICIH.

— He apa3nu MeHd. Y MeHst Obul CIIOKHBIN JIeHb. — S 3akaTtuia riasa.

— A y xoro oH ObIBaeT JErkuM? — BONpOCUI [por, mogHUMAsACH C
Kpecina.

— briuaunku? — [1y3auo BBITTISIHYI U3 KyXHHU.

MBI BCe NEPETTSHYIUCH.

— He oTkaxxych, — BBIJIOXHYJA 5, CBOpaunBasi Ha KyXHIO.

— Tak uto c¢ IlpaBoii Pykoii Mmmneparopa? — mpoaosmKuiaa JI0MpocC
Hanwu.

— A 410 C ero neBou pykor? — xoxoTHyn Ipor. — Ilouemy HUKTO HE
UHTEpeCyeTcs ee CcynbOoi?

— Jla TeI mOAT, — PpeIpKHYNa Tata, 3anpeIruBas Ha CTYII.

— C Pecom Bce B nopsiike. OH He TIPEICTaBIseT JJId HAC OMaCHOCTH, —
CIIOKOMHO TIpOM3HECA S, TIOJIOABUTAs K ceOe TapenKy co cTpsamHer [1y3ado.

— 51 OBI Tak He cKa3alia, — Kak OblI HeB3HauUai 3aMeTniia Hanam.

— O 4eMm ThI? — HanpsITIach 5.

— Srognoe Bapenwne. — Ily3auo MOIBUHYNT KO MHE KpPEMaHKy, U 5
no0aroapusa ero yiablIoKoi.

Hanu Momua nomnomana OnvH, B TO BpeMsl Kak s CMOTpesia Ha Hee,
MasCh OT JIOTaJOK.

— Tel u panblmie HaMekasla MHE npo Peca m mpo Mo 4ecTb, —
MIPOU3HECIA HAIPSKEHHO.

— JMa. IloToMy 4TO XOIHUT CIIyX, 4TO ME¥XKJly BaMH 3aBSI3QJICSI POMaH, —
crokoiHo oTBeTwiIa Hanu, BbIOMBAasi MOYBY U3-T10J] MOMX HOT.

— Yro? Otkyna?.. Kto 310 BOOOIIE pacmyckaer?! — HaKWHYJIACh 5 C
BOIIPOCAMM.

— Cyas mo TBO€#l peakiuu, Bbl ObLIM OCTOPOXHBI. DTO XOpOIIO, —
KHBHYJa cama cebe Hanu.

—Yro0... TaKk TaKUX CIyXOB HE ObLIO? — pacTepsuiach .



— bbutn, — 1o0MIa MEeHsT MeJKasi, — HO, KaK BUJIHO, UX PACITyCKaeT caM
MMIIEPATOP.

—YEI'O?! — TyT yX y MeHs ¥ OJIMH U3 pyK BbIIAJ.

— Kaiipa, TbI uTO, Tak 1 He noHsnaa? — Tara mocMoTpeia Ha MEHsI, Kak
Ha Hepa3zymMHoe nuTi. — Hanu ke Hamucana Tede B MUChbME — YETKO U SCHO.

— Uto0s1 51 Oeperia CBOIO 4eCTh, — MPOLIUTUPOBAJA S TO SMOXAIBHOE
nocinanue. — Kcratu, a kro u3 Bac «OTMmeueHHas cynabooi»? — [loBoauna B
BO3/lyXE BUJIKOM, HAITPABJISASL €€ OT OJHOW K IPYTOM.

Hanu ykaszama OonpimimM mnanbiieM Ha Tary. Tata yka3aTenbHBIM
MaJIbLIEM NIOTPOTajia CBOKO TaTyMPOBKY Ha IIEKE.

— Ilpocto y HaHu TOXE €CTh PUCYHOK Ha pyKe, — 3aMmMeTwia s
CIIPABEIJIMBOCTH PAU.

— S ObI He craya mucath 0 cebe B TPETheM JHIE, — HAXMypUJIach
MEJIKas.

— Bepnemca k HamuMm genmam! A KOHKpPETHEE — K TBOEH YECTH, —
noaHsa pyku Tara.

ITy3auo Haxmypuics, [ por ycMexHycs.

— Jla 4yro He Tak ¢ Moeu yecthro? OHa Bce eme npu MHe! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIA 5, HAYMHAS PA3IpAKaAThCA.

Ha nHekoTopoe BpeMst Ha KyXHE YCTAaHOBHWJIACH THUIIIMHA.

— XBana Xaocy! — Bei1oxHYy1a HaHu, oryckast ToJ0By Ha CTOJ.

Tara mpocTO NMpUKphLIA 71332, BO3HOCS XBally HEU3BECTHO KOMY.

— Bbl MHe 00bsicHUTE? — S crioXkuiia pyKH Ha TPYAH.

— Jlenn Kaiiput, kaxercs, 3TO Bbl y HAC TyJs€T€ HAa BOJE, A HE
HAa000pOT, — SI3BUTEJILHO OTO3Bajach MeJKas. 3aTeM BbIpAXKEHHUE €€ JIMIA
U3MEHWIOCh, CTallo cepbe3HbIM. — (Cama mnoaymail: moyemy K TeOe
npuctaBuiu Peca? Ilouemy TeOs He ydar OBITh... KaK 3TO TOBOPUTCS?
HoctynHot mist kacanus! Ilouemy HOpManpHO HE BBOASAT B BBICHIEE
obmectBo? KalipuT, TBOW CTaryc UCKYCCTBEHHO MOHUXKAIOT — 3TO K€ SICHO!
Korma maxe no Hac mouwmm ciiyxu o TBoeM pomane ¢ IIpaBoit Pykou
Nmmnepatopa, HaM CTaJO0 MOHSITHO: UMIIEPATOPYy HE BBITOAHO, YTOOBI ThI
ObL1a cBOOOIHA JJISI APYTUX MPEITIOKESHUH.

— Hanwu, s, KOHEYHO, BCE€ MOHUMAI0, HO BBITOJAHO €My 3TO WJIM HET —
HaJln4uus MpoosieMbl 3TO HEe oTMeHseT. Toiapko Pec mim cam ummeparop ¢
HACJIETHUKOM MOTYT JIOTPOHYThCS JIO MeHs 0€3 mocieAcTBUi. Tak 4uTo TyT
s TIO3UIIUIO TPABSIIIEH CEeMbH BIIOJHE MOTY MOHATH, — 0€3 0C000W OXOTHI
OTBETHJIA §, ITISIS1 B CBOKO TAPEJIKY.



— Ho 310 ke He KoHell Bcero! — BCIUIECHYB pyKaMH, BO3MYTHJIACH
Moel amarueit Hauu. — EcTb MHOro cnoco0oB H30aBUTHCS OT 3TOU
npoOIeMbl!

— Kakux? 3aneuararb Moo cuiny? — S mojHsiia OpoBb.

— W »TOT BapwaHT BO3MOXEH, — OBICTPO YCIIOKOWJIACh MeEJKas, — K
IIPUMEDPY, IOCIJIE TOTO, KAK BCE 3aKOHYUTCHI.

— DTO MOXET HHMKOIZA HE 3aKOHYUTBHCS, — 3aMeTUia s KUCIO. — MBI
MOHSTUA HE UMEEM, YTO 3a HMHTPUTH IUIETYTCA BOKPYT HMIIEPATOPCKOU
CeMbH. A Terepsb el1lle U HoBas podieMma. ..

— Kaxkasa? — xmypurca Tara.

— Most mate. OHa 4TO-TO 3ajyMasia, U OJM3HEIBl WIPAOT Ha €€
CTOPOHE, — pelIuia s ObITh YECTHOM.

— Bot 3acpaHupl, — mo4TH BOCXHUIIIEHHO OTO3Bajach Hanu.

— Jla, OHM JIOBKO CKpBIBAJIM CBOK IPEAAHHOCTh MWJIEAH, — IIPOTAHYJA
Tara, BHOBb HAXMYPHUBIIHUCH.

— Kcraru, o «ckpbiBatommx»... — S mepesenia B3MIS] HA MEJIKYIO: —
MHe Hy>KHO, 4YTOOBI Thl paccka3aja MHE BCE O CBOEH CEKTe.

Hanu noGnegHena u mojackoyusia ¢ MecTa, MTHOBEHHO BBIpaIllUBas 3a
CBOEM CIIMHOM 3alIUTHUKOB. [ pOr MepenprIrHyi yepes3 CTOMN, BCTaBas PAIOM
co MHOU U Tarou. [Ty3a4o 3acThu1 B pacTEpsIHHOCTH.

— Kro mocnan Te6s1? — TUXUM TOJIOCOM, TOJHBIM YIPO3bI, CIPOCHIIA
Hanu, MrHOBEHHO CTHpast ¢ ce0sl MacKy JIpYKETH00us.

Eciu Obl mMorna — 3akarwia Obl m1a3a. Ho B JaHHBIE MOMEHT MOs
KW3Hb MHE JIOPOXKE.

— Mo#l yuutenp pyH, K KOTOPOMY MEHs IOCiajia msl, — CKasaja s
CIIOKOMHO, HE Jenas pe3KUuX JABUKCHUMN.

HanpsixeHne B mo3e MENIKOM CIErka yMEHbIIWIOCH, HO 3aIIUTHUKU BCE
eIlle BIJINCH 3a €€ CIIMHOM.

— Hanu, Mb1 Begp 370 yke npoxommin. CKOJIBKO pa3 elie 0ObsICHAThH?
MsI Ha onHOM cTopoHe. Ha 3TOM KyXHE 104b M3MEHHULBI C 3alPEIICHHOU
CUJION, BOPOBKA W3 TWJIBJIUM, MPECICAYEMOM 3aKOHOM, TpOMHJIa — Bpar
3HATH, HE YTAIIMNA 3aKOHOB B MIPUHIIMIE, yOUillla U cekTanTka. Heyxkenu Thl
BCE €I MOJ03PEBaCIllb B KOM-TO U3 HAC JIO/IeN umneparopa?!

— [ToueMy-TO paHbIIE HUKOTO HE MHTEPECOBAIO, U3 KAKOU S CEKTHI,
xoTd ux B CpeauMupbe HECKOJIBKO, — HE CBOAS C MEHsS [Ias,
COCpPEIOTOUYECHHO ITpou3Hecia Hanm.



— B Cpenumupse, MOXET, U HECKOJIbko. Ho B cronuiie u3BecTHas —
TOJIBKO OnHa. «Yucrasa 3emirs». [Ipo 310 MHE HallOMHUI MOW YYHWTEINb, —
OTBETHJIA SI POBHBIM ToJocoM. — M, mymaro, Thl cama IMPEKPACHO 3HAEllb,
MOYEMY HUKTO HE CIpaluBall Te0s 00 3ToM cekre. Jlake mpocToit pasroBop
0 HEW MOXKET MPUBECTU HaA IU1axy. Ho ceilluac MHE Hy»KHa TBOS NOMOUIb U
uH(popMaIusi, KOTOPOU ThI BIIA/ICECIIIb.

— 3auem? ThlI K€ cama TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aja, HaCKOJIbKO 3TO OIMACHO, —
npuiypuiacs Hanu.

— IloroMy 4TO TO, 4TO 3aresina s, HAMHOIO OIACHEE — U HAMHOIO
OBICTpEE JUIIUT MEHS TOJOBBI B Clydyae MOUMKH, — MOSICHWIA 51 C JIETKOMN
UPOHHUEH.

— W uto TbI 3aTesina? — cnpocuna Hauu.

Sl noxana ruieyamu.

— [HooOmaTscst ¢ MaMoi.

I'maza menkou oxkpynmiuchk. ['por ¢ Tarom OTCTynwim OT MEHs, a
ITy3a4o yIuBIEHHO MoYecal 3aThUIOK.

— A pa3Be 3TO He 3anpenieHO 3aKOHOM? — HEYBEPEHHO MPOTAHYJ OH. —
OHa ke celyac B TEMHHUIIE IO/ IBOPIIOM.

S mepeBena B3MIsA1 HA CBOETO OBIBIIETO YYEHUKA U YIBIOHYIACK:

— Ho MBI ke HUKOMY 00 3TOM HE CKaKeM?

— Kaiipa... 1, koHeuHO, Bce moHMMAar0... Ho 3Tta myTka — HE O4Y€Hb
yla4yHas, — 3aMeTWIa BOPOBKA, HO, BCTPETHUB MOW B3IUISAN, BCEPHE3
HarpsAniack. — ECau Thl BCephe3 pelInia JUIINUTHCS TOJIOBBI, TO XOTh HE W3-
3a Takol OTKpOBEHHOM miynocTu! Thl ke XOoTesla 3aCily’KUTh YBAKCHUE
umMmneparopal

— MBI CMOXEM TIOHSATh, UTO TBOPUTCS B CTOJIUIIE, U 0€3 TOMOIIN CaMOM
ONACHOW >KEHIIUHBI UMIIEPUU, — OCKaIWiICA [ por.

— Yro THI Xouemlb OT Hee y3HaTh? — mpocTo chpocwia Hauu,
MTHOBEHHO MEPETAHYB Ha ce0s Bce BHUMAaHUE.

— JInst Hadasia — ¢ 4ero BIPYT OHA BO3JIAaracT Ha MEHS CTOJIbKO HaJek 1?7
W ¢ yeM 3TH HaIEKIbI CBSI3aHbI, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUIIA S, TS €i B IJa3a.

— OHa cBsI3bIBaJIaCh C TOOOM, — Jorajanach Mejkas, a €e 3allUTHUKU
YyTh YMEHBIIWIINACH B POCTE.

— Cas3bIBasIach, — HE CTaja BpaTh s, — U JJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI CBSA3ATHCA C
HEW 710 TPUHECEHUS KIATBBI UMIEPATOPy — MOCIE Yero s Oyy HecrocoOHa
4TO-TM00 W3MEHUTh, — MHE HY)KHA IOMOIIb TE€X, KTO co3aal apTredakt
Pogena.



— O 4YeM HMMEHHO Thl XOY€llb NOMPOCHUTH? — yTouHwia HaHu, u
3aIIUTHUKH TOJIHOCTBIO BTSIHYJIUCH B IEPEBIHHBIN TTOJ.

A Ha Moux ry0ax pacTsHyjach yhablOka. Menkas eile He ycrena
MOHSTH, HO S y)K€ JoOMJIack kemaeMoro. Beero nmumies mapa Kamnesb mpaBbl
— OYEHb OMACHOM MpaB/bl! — ¥ OHA BbIJIalla CBOM HE MEHEE OIMACHBIN CEKPET.

— A Thl XOpOILIO NPUTBOPSJIACHE BCE 3TO BpEMs, — IMpPOU3HECIA
HETPOMKO.

JIuno Hanu oxameneno. B OykBajibHOM CMBICIIE — C HETO CTEPIIUCH BCE
SMOILIMH, @ MBIIIIBI HAMPSATJIUCH TAK, YTO BOT-BOT TPECHYT.

— UYro mpoucxomur? — B romoce Tarel BHOBb NOSABUIIACH
HaCTOPOKEHHOCTb.

— Hanm xotema mgoOparbcsi 10 apTedakTa HE MOTOMY, YTO €i OBbLIO
Jr00O0IMBITHO, YTO 32 BEIIHUIIA MOSIBUIIACH HA MOEH MOCTEINU, — OHA 3HAIA, YTO
s1o ObT0. Kak, monarato, u 3Hana, KTo €e co3/aTelb, — MAITKO cKa3ala s, He
OTPBIBASI OT MEJIKOW B3MIIS/IA.

— Kak Tb1 gorajganach? — oqHUMHU r'ydamMu CIIpOCHJIa OHA.

— MpbI 1enbii eHb MOTPATUIIM HA TO, YTO OOCYyXJaidu, KaKk Obl HaM
HalTu co3aareinia apredakTa, a Thl CUIENA U MOi4Yajia! — He BblAEpXKaia f,
HAIPABUB HA HEE YKA3aTEJIbHBIN IAJIell.

— Kak 1h1 goraganace?! — xectue moBropuia Hanu, urHopupys Moi
BBINAJ,.

— Te1 paccnabuniach U 3a/1ana BOMpPOC, KOTOPHIA YEIOBEK HECBELYIIUM
Bpsa a1 Obl 3aman. Kakas pazHuila — Kakasi IMEHHO MOMOIIb MHE HY>KHA?
Haiitu co3narens apredakta — HAMHOTO BakKHEE.

Hanu cnoxuna pyku Ha rpyau.

— [ToMHUIIIB, THI TOMKHA MHE YCIYTYy? — HATOMHMJIA 1.

JIn1o Menko MrHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYIIO.

— JTO HE TOT CIyYaHu...

— S cama BbBIOEpYy — KakoW 9TO clly4ail, — MmapupoBaia si POBHBIM
TOJIOCOM.

Ha KyxHe onsiTh MOBHCIIA THILIMHA.

— OcTaBbTe HaC BIBOEM, — HAKOHEL, cKa3zayia HaHu, cepbe3HO MIsiAs Ha
MEHS.

sl xuBnyna Tare, u BopoBka yseina I 'pora u Ily3ado 3a nBeps.

— ToBopu, 4TO KOHKpPETHO TeOe HYXHO OT apredakra? — Cyxo
CIIpOCHIIA MEJIKasl, MEPEBOAS B3IV HA CTOI.



S HauepTuiia B BO3yXe PyHY, HaKJIaJbIBasi €€ Ha JIBEPh. ITOT Pa3roBOp
HUKTO He nomKeH ycubIarh.

— 51 xo4y BOCHOJIb30BaThCA apTe(aKTOM BO BpeMsl OOIIEHUS C MaMOM
npu nomoinu pyH cBsizu. Ho apredakt HacTpoeH Tak, 4TO BCE, B UbUX
KHUJIaX TeYeT KPOBh Xaoca, yCHYT, HAXOJSCh B HEMOCPEICTBEHHOM OJIN3HU OT
HETO.

— KpoBp Xaoca?! — ['maza Hanu pacuimpuiincey To 4 OT yKaca, TO Ju
ot Boctopra. — 4 tak u 3Hana!!!

S Monuana, oxxuaas, Koraa pajgocTh «IIEPBOOTKPHIBATENS MPOUJIET.

— B Hacnennuke u B ero orue teder KpoBb Xaoca!!!l Mpak! OT1o ke
BOOOIIIE MEHSET Bce!

— Hann!

—YTO?! — Bo30y>XIEHHO 0TO3BaJIach OHA.

— B Moux xwnitax Toxe teuer KpoBb Xaoca.

- YHT107?!

B3noxHyB, s ycraBuiach Ha MOTOJIOK. Kormga-to ke 3TO JOJKHO
npouTu?..

— IlocToii... — ocTaHOBMJIAa MEJIKasi caMa ce0sl uepe3 mapy CeKyHI. —
Tb1 OBl HE CTaj1a OTKPBHIBATH MHE 3TOT CEKPET MPOCTO TaK...

— He crana 0b1, ecnu Obl HE TMOHsUIA, YTO Ballla CEKTa — HE MPOCTO
3anpelieHHas, — OTBETUJIA S

Hanu MrHOBEHHO ycnokousiach. Ee B3mIsi CTall CIUIIKOM B3POCIBIM —
HO 3TO KaK pa3 TO, 4YTO MHE OBbLIO HY>KHO.

— BbI — onmo3uImoHepsl.

Menkasi npucTajibHO yCTaBUJIaCh Ha MEHS, @ 3aT€M YCMEXHYIAcCh.

— MBI — HEe TPOCTO OMMO3UITMOHEPHL. MBI — INIaBHBIE Bparu pexxuma. —
Ona ckioHwia rojoBy. — Hy 4rto, Bce ellle cuuTaellb, YTO Mbl Ha OJHOMU
CTOpOHE?

Bnox-BeInox.

— Jla.

Hanu BeIpsIMHIIIach, a Ha €€ JIULE MOSBUIACH 03aJa4€HHOCTb.

— Tsl yBepena, Kaiipa? — COBEpIIEHHO CEpPhE3HO CHPOCHIIA OHA. —
Hazan noporu He Oyzer.

— MHe He HyXHa Jopora Hazajl, Tojibko Bmoepea. M ecnu s
JOCTMKEHHUS 1IEJIM HEeOoOXoJMMa TBOSI MOMOIIb — sI HE Oy1y cuuTarh TeOs
BparoM TOJbKO M3-3a TBOMX OMIMO3UIIMOHHBIX B3MJISIOB.



— MW3-3a  moux ONNO3MUMOHHBIX B3IISAA0B? —  MPO3OPIUBO
nepecupocuiia Hanu.

— Bepno. A noka He npuuuciisito ceds K BparaM UMIeparopa.

— Ho kak %xe... — yIuBIEHHO MPOTSHYJIa MEJIKasi, HO 5 €€ rnepedua:

— B naHHBII MOMEHT 5 MBITAIOCH Pa300paThbcs B TMOJOKEHUU e B
umriepun. He 6omnee toro. PasroBapuBas ¢ ToOOH, 1 HEe MmpucBauBaro cede
MHPOBO33peHHE CeKThl «YHucras 3emusi». Bee, yero s xouy, — 3TO y3Harh,
KaK MHE HUCIIOJIb30BaTh apTedakT Tak, 4ToObl HE 3aCHYTh camoil. Ax na!
Eme mMHe mHTEepecHO, ModeMy Balla CEKTa — 3ampenieHHas. 10, 4TO BBI
ONMNO3ULMOHEPBL, — ATO CIEACTBUE, HO HE IPUYMHA.

— Tsl mpaBa. MbI BBIHYXJIEHBI ObLIM BCTaTh B ommno3uiiuio. [lotomy
YTO HMIIEPATOP M BCE €r0 MNPEAIIECTBEHHUKH AKTUBHO MCKa)Xaju
uHpopmaIuoo 00 UCTOPUM BO3HUKHOBEHUS CpeauMuphs, — yCMEXHYNACh
Hanu. 3anpeirnyna Ha cToi W Hadana 6onaTtarh Horamu. OHa HEOXKUIAAHHO
HayaJia MoJIy4aTh YIOBOJIBCTBUE OT HAILIETO Pa3roBOpa — M COBCEM ATOTO HE
CKPBIBAET.

— W 4TO0 IMEHHO OHM UCKaXxanu?

— IlockonbKy ThI JOCTATOYHO YETKO OOO3HAYMJIA CBOKO IO3UIUI0 U
ObLJIa CO MHOW YecTHa — s Oy[qy 4eCTHOU B OTBET. S X0uy, 4TOOBI ThI 3HAJA!
MOSI YECTHOCTb — HE JJaHb Haien Apyxoe. pyxOy HykHO 3aciyxuth. Ho,
KOT/Ia ThI paccka3ajia MHE PO CBOIO KPOBB, ThI 3apadoTana cebe MecTo Ha
miaxe. A Korjma pacckasaia Mmpo KpoBb UMIIEPATOPCKOW CEMbHU — 3aHECTA
HaJl CBOEH TOJIOBOM JiBa TOmopa. Tenepp Thl B TAKOM XK€ MOJOKEHUH, KaK U
. Benp T yke JoKHA OblIa OTaIaThCs: MEHSI HE BBINTYCTAT U3 aKaJeMUU
Ha BoJit0. M1 cBoOoay mue He naayT. He Ily3auo — rmaBHBIN OauiacT HaIero
Kypca B IUIaHE TSHKECTH MPECTYIUIEHUS, a 1. 1 Tl — mOoTOMY 4TO TBOSI KPOBb
nenaet Te0s caMoi OOJBIION OMACHOCTHIO ISl BIAacTH... — OHAa UCKpUBUIIA
ryObl B YXMbUIKE. — Tak BOT, IOCKOJIBKY MBI C TOOOU ceiuac pa3roBapuBacM
HAa paBHBIX, s OTKPOIO TeOEe MaJeHbKYI0 TalHy Hameld wumnepun!
CpenuMupbe — HE MPOCTO HA3BAHUE CTPaHbl. JTO MPSIMOE YKa3aHUE Ha
MECTOIOJIOKEHUE Ha KapTe.

— DOM... 1 3HaI0, YTO Hallla UMIIEPUS HAXOJIUTCS B LICHTPE MaTepuKa, —
3aMeTHJIa S CJIETKA 03aJa4€HHO.

YTo 3a MpONUCHBIE UCTUHBI?

— Het, — u Hanu BHOBB yJbIOHYACh, — HE MPOCTO B LIEHTPE MaTEpHUKA.
[Tocepenune nByx mupoB. Mupa Xaoca u mupa [lopsaka. U ecnu mup
Xaoca — 3TO HUKHHUM MUD, BXOAbl B KOTOPBIA OTKPBUIMCH HA TEPPUTOPUH



Oynyiiei uMrnepuu o4eHb AaBHO, TO Mup Ilopsiaka — 3to Bepxuuilt mup. U
BXO/JI Ty/Ia 3al€4aTaH UMIIEPATOPOM JINYHO.

— JlokazarenbcTBa? — cipocuiia s 6€3 dMOITUM.

Hanwu 3anpana pykas u npotsHyia pyky. PyKy ¢ pyHOH, HO3BOJISIONIEH
CO3/1aBaTh 3alIUTHUKOB.

— $l 3Hanma, 4T0 C 3TOW PYHOW YTO-TO HE TaK, — MOKaB T'yObl, THUXO
npoueaunnia s.

— Hy ecrecrBenno! Pyna, mocie HaHECEHUsS KOTOPOM BBIKHUBAECT
TOJIKO OJMH MPOLEHT. MOXHO OBLIO JIorajarbCcs, YTO BO BpeMsl puUTyasa
MCTOJIB3YETCS 3aMpPEIICHHAS Marusl.

— Ho kakas marus y Hac 3amnpenieHa? — yIuBUJIach 5.

— Marug xwusau. WMam xuBas marumsa. M3-3a Toro, 4ro oHa IIOJ
3aMpeToM, y Hee Jake HET HOPMaJIbHOTO Ha3BaHUs, — QBIPKHYJIA MEJIKasl.

— Ilocroit... 3T0 TO, 0O YeM TrOBOpWJIA CTApOCTa IEPBOTO Kypca
¢dakynbreTa Maruu 3emid... OHa ke Npu BCeX CKaszaja, YTO Thl — MacTep
KWBOM Maruu! — HEO)KUJAHHO BCIIOMHMIIA 5.

— Jla, HO HHUKTO HE TIOHSUI — BOT B 4Y€M BECh IOMOpP, — XOXOTHYJa
Hanu. — Crapocra CabImT 30B 36MJIU, €€ Marus uncta. M3-3a Toro, 4To 1o
— HEBEPOSATHASL PEIKOCTh, €M MPOIIAETCI MHOTO BCErO... CTPAaHHOrO. Jlaxe
YIIOMMHAaHHE HE HM3BECTHOM HUKOMYy Marmu. — OHa pacxoxoranacb. —
[Ipencrapnsenis, Kak MHE OBbLIIO TOTJia cMenTHO?! AjenTka ToBOpHria BCIyX
0 TOM, YTO Sl HICIIOJIb3YIO 3alPEMIEHHYIO0 Marvio, U HUKTO 3TOrO HE 3aMeTHI!

HNckpenHuii cMeX MEJIKOM O4YeHb CWIbHO Hampsraer... [loxoxe,
CUTYyallMsl B AKaJIEMUHU XYK€, UEM S MPEAnosiaraia.

— OHa TOXK€ YJIEH Ballleil CeKThI?

— Eii He HyHO OBITh B C€KTe, YTOObI 3HaTh O Maruu *u3HU. OHa ee
YYBCTBYET, — C JIETKOW U YIMBUTEIBHO PaJOCTHOM YIBIOKON COOOIIMIa MHE
Hann.

[Toxoxe, el U BOPsSIMb HPABUTCA BECTH 3TOT IHAJOT... HHTEPECHO, C
TeX MOp Kak ee MoWMalu, OHa BOOOIIE XOTh C KeM-HHOyIh 00Iaiach Tak
OTKPOBEHHO?..

— Jla, HaclleIHUK TOBOPWJI MPO MAroB 3€MJIM C YUCTOM KPOBBIO...
Toraa, B YepHoit OaitHe, — mpunoMHmia 1. — Xaoc! OH Kak pa3 TOBOPHUII O
TOM, YTO UMEHHO OHM — co3jarenu apredakron!!!

Hanu BHOBB HIMPOKO YJIBIOHYIACH.

— BpIxoauT, HECMOTpPST HA TO YTO BXOJA B BEPXHUW MHUP 3aKpBIT, UX
Marusi IpocavyrMBaeTCs K HaM — HEOOJIBIITUMU J03aMU? — MPEITONIOKIIIA o,



HAaXMYPHUBIIHUCH.

— EcTtecTBEeHHO, — XMBIKHYJIA MEJIKAs.

— A... KTO TaMm, HaBepXy? — CHpPOCHJIa S HEOXKHUJIAHHO JJIsI CaMOM
ce0s1. — Hy, BHU3y — MoHCTpBI. A B Mmupe [lopsiaka?..

— I'oBopaT, Tam bor u anrensl. Ho s He 3HaK0 TOYHO — KTO €CTh KTO, —
MoXKaB Iyieyamu, orBetuiia Hanwm.

— bor?..

Pec HenaBHO yrnmoMuHa KaKOro-To «00Xe»... U YUYUTEIb JPEBHUX PYH,
kcratu ropops! Ha nepBom HaieM 3aHatuu, korna JIeoH npuien u 3adpai
MEHSI Ha TPEHUPOBKY K Maructpy ['paguc!

Beixomut, Pec B kypce mnonoxenusa pnen! W pgaxe HEKOTOphIe
MAarucTpsi!

A TOTOM s BCIIOMHHWJIA pa3roBop ¢ PoBeHOM, mepen TeM Kak s €ro
BBIPYOMJIa U cllajia Ha PYKH HACJIETHUKY. ..

— Xaoc Bcex noxpu! BepxHuii Mup pealbHO CyliecTByer! —
BBIPBAJIOCHh Y MEHS B CEPLIAX.

— Ara, — ipocto orBeTuia Hanu, nmogxsarbiBast OJMH C TapeKu.

— W ecu Xaoc — 310 Marus paspyuieHus, TO BEPXHUU MUP AapUT HaM
Maruro. .. Co3uaaHus?

— Maruo Xu3HHM, — KUBHYJIa MEJIKasi U MPUHSJIACH 3arIaThIBaTh CBOKO
T00bITY.

— W moueMy 0 Hell HUKTO HE 3HaeT?.. — CIIPOCUIIa 5 U TYT K€ cama cebe
orBeTuia: — Hy KoHEYHO...

MHe xe Bce moapoOHO OOBSICHWIIM €ellle nepes ocBoOmkaeHnem Peca.
Maructp PoBeH udeTko 00O03Ha4YMJI MO3ULMIO HUMIIEPATOpa U €ro CEMbHU
OTHOCHUTEJIBHO PACCTaHOBKH cuil B CpeluMUpbE.

OHM HE NPOMYCTIAT B UMIIEPUIO MAaruio ku3Hu. [loromy 4yTo TOorma mx
BJIACTh MOXET OBITh OCIIOpPEHA.

— Tak BOT 4ero xoder 3Harb... OHU XOTSAT CMECTUTh HMIIEpaTopa H
OTKPBITh TPOXOJ B BEPXHUM MUP? — BBIIBUHYJIA S MPEIIOI0KEHHE.

— He-a, — nokauamna ronoBoi HaHu, — 3TH Tynuubel MPOCTO XOTAT
Bracti. M cunpl. OHM KaXIyT y3Harb CEKPET MOUIM HMIIEPATOPCKOMN
CeMbU. A Te, KTO 3HAET, — MEYTAIOT BOCIOJb30BaTbCA 3THM CEKPETOM.
Opnako ['HeB MMmneparopa ciaeauT 3a BCEMHU STUMH JIODAUKAMHU U HE JTa€T
3a0bITh, KTO 3/I€Ch IJ1aBHBIA. [loTOMY B CBOE Bpemsi €ro M yCTpaHWJIHU, Kak
cMmon. Ho TyT mosiBunace Tsl. ..



— Cron! Ho Torma mpu 4em 31€ch TBOSI CeKTa? — S yXe HHYEro He
noHnmarga. — Kak Bbl CBSI3aHBI C TOTOBSIIMMCS TTEPEBOPOTOM?

— MpbI HE CBA3aHBI C IEPEBOPOTOM. MBI KAEM, KOTZa OH MPOU30UJIET,
9TOOBI BOCIIONB30BATHCA OCIA0JICHUEM BJIACTH W OTKPBHITH MPOXOJ B
BEPXHUU MUP, — CHOKOMHO OoTBeTHiIa Hanwm.

— Q... — 4 He HaIIa, YTO CKA3aTh.

Kak-To 370... HEOIAropoHo.

— Kaiipa, B cekTe He UIMOTHI coOpanuch. UTu mpoTuB umIieparopa —
camoyoOuiicTBo. [laxke nmpoTtuB TBOero HeHarisigHOro Peca — camoyOuiicTBo,
YTO Yy TYT TOBOPHUTH O HACJIEAHUKE U CaMOM BIaibIKe?.. — (PBIPKHYJIA
Hanwn.

— Pec — He Mol HeHaIAIHbBIN ! — HAXMYpPHUIIACh 5, YXO/s B 000pOHY.

— PacckaspiBaii 3T0 KOMy YroJHO, HO TOJIBKO HE MHE, — OTMAaxHYJach
MEJIKas.

— Kcraru, a uro ¢ I'porom?

— Iloka Bcsa 3Ta KaHUTENb HE 3aKOHUYHUTCS, OECCMBICICHHO YTO-JIHOO
HauMHATh. S 3T0 Oyraro B MOAPOOHOCTSAX OOBACHMIIA, KOIJA OH PELIn KO
MHE CBOM IIOJIKaThl HaYaTh, — OTPE3aya OHA.

— Jla-a-agHO, — IpOTsIHYJA 51 0€3 KaKOW-Tu00 OLICHKH.

Ei1 Bugnee. ..

— Ho TbI yBepeHa, 4TO TNEpPEBOPOT MPOU3ZOUIET? — BEPHYNACh K
HallleMy pPa3roBopy.

— Kaiipa, 1 He 3HaW NPUYMH — TOYHO TAK K€, KaK U Thl, KAK U BCE
azenTel 3TOM akagemuu. HoO BOWHA, KOTOPYIO Tak BCE XKIYT... OHA
HauHeTcs. BoliHa Ha rpanune. S He 3HaK0 MOJPOOHOCTEMN, CIIbIIIANA TOIBKO
00 OTHOM: y BXOJ]a B HUXKHUM MUP CKOMMWJIOCH CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO MOHCTPOB.
Tak MHOTO, 4TO JEPEBHS, BHICTPOCHHAS ISl 3aIATHI UMIIEPUH OT KUTEIICH
Xaoca, JaBHO TpeBparwiach B (QoprocT. A 3a Hel yKe BBICTpOEHA
KPENOCTh C BBICOKOW KAaMEHHOW CTEHOW. BDUTBBI C 3TUMHM TBapsAMU HE
n30exarh, IPyroe AeN0 — KTO U KaK UCIOJIb3YeT 3TO COOBITHE ISl CBOEH
noJib3bl. OT 3TOrO U OyAET 3aBUCETHh UTOT IEPEBOPOTA.

— Ecnu oH Bce-Taku pon30MAeT, — 3aMETHIIA 1.

[loToMy 4TO MOMHIO ClIOBa HACJEAHHKAa O OpOIIEHHOM KOCTH: 3HATh
JKEJTaeT CWJIbl, a Ha TPAHUIE C HIWKHUM MHUPOM MOXHO MPOIMHUTATHCS
AMaHalusAMUA Xaoca. Iperop ckasan, 4TO BOECHHBIE JIEUCTBUS PAIOM C
MMOPTAJIOM MOTYT BbI3BaThb TOMYOK B PAa3BUTUM Marvuu. M1 4To OH OXOTHO
MO3BOJIUT 3HATU TOPE3BUTHCS Ha moje 6os. Ho...



Mory nu s Beputsh ['peropy?..

Cenuac?

Benp Tenepp mosryyaercs, 4TO MpaBsAIlasl CEMbSI CUIAT HA TPOHE, HE
no3Bosisia marun Cpenumupba pasBuBarbCsa! OHM 3ameyatalid BXOZ B
BEPXHUU MUp, MPAKTUYECKU MNEPEKPHIB MOTOK MATrWH KU3HU, U HAJIOXKUIU
BETO Ha UCIIOJIb30BaHUE KPOBU Xaoca.

Yero oun noousarorca?!

— MHe HyXHO TEpPeroBOpPUTh ¢ KeM-HUOYynIb, KTO ObUT Ha... — W TyT
MeHs oceHW10. — Hanu!

— Yr10? — yIMBIEHHO OTO3BAJIACh OHA.

— MHe HyXHO, 4TOOBI Thl IPUBEJA CIOJ]a CTAPOCTY (paKyIbTeTa Maruu
3eMJI — JJI pasroBopa 06 apredaxre. U maructpa ['panuc!

— Jlns pasroBopa 0... — MpeaJIoKuiIa MHE 3aKOHYUTh MEJKAs.

— O rpanune. Maructp I'paauc Obiia Ha rpanune! — S cmoTrpena Ha
HEE BO BCE I71a3a U caMa HE BEPWJIA B CBOKO yayy.

Otot noxoj B UepHyto OanHio He Oy/ieT Tak Oecose3eH, Kak nepBblit!

— DTO HEOXKUJAHHO, — TOJBKO U oTBeTWsIa Hanu. — Xopoiuo, s npuseny
ux. [lo ouepemn. VYBepeHa, 4UTO ycmeemb 3aKOHYUTH BCE JieJIa 1O
BO3BpaieHus Peca?

— 51 06s13aHa ycneTh, — 3aMeTHIIa, CJIeTKa «IOTYXHYBY.

— [103BOJI MHE NIPUCYTCTBOBAT.

OTta HerpoMkasi mpoch0a 3acTaBWiia MEHS 3aMOi4arh H... KPEIMKO
3anymarhbces. To, yTo ceituac npeaiarana Hauu... Obutio onacHo.

— Jla 6poch! Heyxenu Thl Tak ¥ He noHsuia? Peub ujaeT He O Hallem
ocBoOOxkaeHNH! Yke naBHO — HeT! Peub uaet o cyapoe Cpenumupbsi!

— Tonbko ThI, — Ipon3HecHa 1 TUX0. — OCTANIbHBIE HE JOJKHBI 3HATH
HU O KPOBU, HU O BEPXHEM MUPE.

— OOBsicHHIIB? — cyx0 crpocuiia Hanu.

— Msr ¢ ToOoli 00e, cuutaif, cmepTHunbl. OO0e HOcMM B cebe
3anpetHyto cuiny. Ho y Tarel, Ily3auo u I'pora ectb manc BeIOpaThes U3
ATOM MCTOPUU CO CBOEU I'OJIOBOM HA IUIeYax. S He XOuy UX BIyTHIBATh.

— A UX ThI HE X0O4Y€lllb CIPOCUTH? — MOAHSAB OPOBb, YTOUHMIIA MEJIKASI.

— Copocute — 0 uem? He XOTAT 1M OHU MOJOXWTH Ha KOH CBOIO
*KU3Hb? — S mojHsIa OPOBB €I1I€ BHIIIIE.

— Thi 3a00TUIIBCS O HUX, — C JIETKOW YIBIOKOW, YIUBICHHO 3aMETUIIa
Hann.



— Bb1 — 310 BCE, 4TO y MEHS €CTh, — IPOM3HECTA 51, OITyCTUB B3NS Ha
CTOIL.

[Touemy-TO CMOTPETh Ha MEJKYIO CTAJO. .. CIOKHO.

— Jlymato, M ObUIO OBl IPUATHO 3TO YCIBIIIATh, — TUXO CKa3aja OHa.

— IlycTb OHM AYMAarOT, YTO 3TO JEJI0 KacaeTcsi MOEMl Marepu. ITO
yOepexeT uxX OT JIMIIHETO JF0O0O0MBITCTBA.

— Xopo1o, — kuBHyJIa HaHu 1 HanmpaBUiace K IBEpH.

51 pa3Besuia pyHy, 3alIMIIABIIYIO HAIl Pa3roBOp OT MOJACIYIIMBAHUSA, U
ycemace Ha cryda. Iloka Hamu xomutr 3a maructpom Ipsguc u Tow
3€JIEHOITIa301M aIeNTKOM, MHE HEOOXOJIMMO MPHUBECTU MBICIH B MOPSAOK. A
€I1e — MOHATh, KAK MHOTO M3 BCETO ATOTO 3HAET MOSI MaTh”..



Ii1aBa 12. I'me-To mocepeaune...

— Y Hac npoOnemMbl, — HEO)KUJIAHHO BEPHYBLIUCH, CKa3ala MEJKas U
OCTAaHOBWJIACH PSAJIOM CO MHOM.

JIBepp Ha KyXHIO OTKpbUIaCh, M BOIIET PEKTOp, COOCTBEHHOM
MEepCOHOM. A 3a ero criuHou BcTan Pec.

— AnenTtka Kaiipa... wim kak Bac Tenepb Ha3biBaTh? Jlenqu Kaiiput? —
['ocnonuna Arapec omapui MEHs XOJIOAHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— OOpamaiiTech KO MHE TakK ke, Kak oOpaliaiich paHblle, — OTBETHIIA
s, HalIPSKEHHO coo0Opakasi, Kak Tenepb ObITh. HUKTO HE TOJIKEH ObLI 3HATh
0 MOEM TMpUCyTCTBUU B UepHoii OailiHe.

— Torma Oympre AO0OpPHI OOBSICHUTH, MO KAaKOW MPUYMHE O BaIIUX
BU3HUTAaX B aKaJEMHIO HE OBLIO JOJI0KEHO MHE?

— D710 OBLJIO MOMM pEIICHUEM, — HEOKMIAHHO BCTYIUJICS 32 MeHs Pec.

Oren Harpaaui CblHA CTPAHHBIM B3IVISIZIOM, HO TYT K€ BEPHYJ BCE CBOE
BHUMAaHUE MHE.

— Hecmorps Ha 1o yto IlpaBas Pyka Mmmeparopa pemns B3sATh Ha
ce0si OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a 3TH BU3UTHI, Bbl JOJDKHBI ObUIM MPEAYNPEIUThH
MEHS O TOM clly4ae, KOrja Bac BBIOPOCHIIO 3a mpeaensl akagemun. Heyxenu
Bbl HE I[IOHUMAETEe, 4YTO JEJO0 KacaeTcsa O€30MacHOCTH BCEX aJelTOB
JapkcroyH?

Ero ruer Obu1 MHe moHsTeH. HemonsTHO, 1o Kakoi mpuumHe Pec
pacckazall eMy O TOM, 4UTO 5 3]1€Ch?

— 4] mpoury npoIeHus 3a TOT cily4ai, — CKa3aja HalpshKEHHO, PEIINB
OBITh UeCTHON. — B CBsI3U C MOATOTOBKOM K OOIIECTBEHHOMY CIIYILIAHHIO, C
CEepHUEH MOKYIIEHWN HAa MEHS, a TAKXE ¢ HEOXKUJAHHO B3BAJIIMBIIUMUCS HA
MEHSI HACJIEJICTBEHHBIMU 00s3aTE€NIbCTBAMU — Y MEHSI IIPOCTO BBUIETEN U3
rOJIOBBI TOT HEMPUSITHBIN UHIIUICHT.

[Tocne Moero oTBeTa Ha KyXHE BOLAPWIIACH TUILINHA.

— Ha Bac ObLIM COBepIlIEHBI MOKYIIEHUsI? — Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM CIPOCHJI TOCTIOJIUH ATapec.

B TO BpeMsi Kak €ro ChbIH OIapyJl MEHSI OUY€HbB TSKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM. ..

— Jla, — oTBeTHMIIA 4.

OH k€ TOKEH MPUHATH 3TO BO BHUMAaHUE? ..



He T0O 4T00BI 5 ’kajioBajiach Ha CBOIO CY[bOY... HO Jia, MHE NMPHUIIOCH
HENPOCTO Ha ITON HENEIIE.

— Torma mo3BoNIBTE CHOPOCHUTH, ajentka Kaiipa, umo 6wl 30ech
Oenaeme?! — MEIJIEHHO MPOLEIUIT PEKTOP, U €0 B3I CTall MPSIMO-TaKH
O3BEPEBLINM.

51 BepBhI€ HE 3HANA, UTO OTBETUTb.

— Bbl X0Th mNOHMMaeTe, KakOM ONACHOCTH MOJIBEPraeTe aJenToB
aKaJeMHuu? — MpoA0JLKaI TOCIOANH ATrapec BKpaaJuuBbIM rojocoM. — M kak
MIOJICTABJISIETE TEJIOXPAHUTENS UMIIEpaTropa?

.

— Bynbre 100pbl, TOKUHBTE TEPPUTOPHUIO akasiemuu. [IpsiMo ceituac.

— Ho...

— YBepeH, HACIIEIHUK HE B KypCe Balllen eI TEIbHOCTH.

—OH...

— Tak 4TO ABaX bl MOBTOPATH HE Oyiy.

S 3amonkna, WIAAA Ha CEPbE3HOE JIMLO pekTopa. UyTh mpumopHsia
OJI00PO/IOK, CTAPAsCh NEPKATHCS. .. U 3allarajia Ha BBIXOI.

CioBamMu He omucaTh, 4TO S YyBCTBOBAJa B 3TOT MOMEHT. Jlox1anacs,
korma Pec okaxercs psaoMm; yCTaBUJIaCh HAa HETO, OXHUAAS OTKPBITHSA
noprana...

— IIpexn ueMm BBl ylaeTe, — PEKTOp ak€ HE CMOTPEN Ha MEHS, —
JOJDKEH MPEAyNpPEANTh: aKaJeMus OTHBIHE 3aKpbITa Uil MOCEIIeHUH. Bbl
CMOXXETE BEPHYTHCS CIO/IA TOJIBKO B KAUECTBE aJENTKU U Ha TEX K€ MpaBax,
YTO Y OCTAJIBHBIC YUYEHHUKH.

OH BCcTpeTUsICS CO MHOM I1a3aMu U AOOWII:

— BBl pa3Bwin JOBOJIBHO OYpHYIO JEATEIBHOCTh, JaXe Oymyuu
Oe3poaHOM  JeBHIICH, OrpaHMYEHHOW B BO3MOXKHOCTSAX, — CIIOXKHO
MPEACTaBUTh, YTO OyAeT Mmociie cyJa U OQUIMAIBHOTO MPU3HAHUS Bac Kak
IJ1aBbI POJIA.

— OTo Takas 3aByallMpoBaHHasi MpockOa MOABICKATh CeOe IPYTryro
aKaJIeMHUI0? — CyXO CIIPOCHUJIA 51, IS Ha 3€MIIIO TIOJT €T0 HOTaMH.

— IlycTh OyneT Tak, — coriacuicsi TocrnoanH Arapec.

S Bcrpetmnace mrazamMu ¢ HaHu — HangerCh, OHA CMOXKET KaKMM-TO
o0pa3oM yCTpOUTH MOK BCTpeYy € MaructpoM I[psmauc u crapocToit
MIEPBOKYPCHHUKOB, — OTBEPHYJIACh U BOILIA B MOPTAI.

Y ocoOnska Mbl ¢ Pecom mosiBinch BMecTe. PasroBapuBarh He OBLIO
HU CWJI, HU kenaHus. Kak u uaTu B JI0M. ..



— OH yBepeH, 4TO Bac BBIOPOCWJIO U3 €ro MPUEMHOU 3alTUTHHIM
3aKJISTHEM, — IPOU3HEC TOIyOONIa3blid, TOKE HE TOPOISICh UATH B OCOOHSIK.

— Kak oH y3Han, 4to s mpuxoauia B akaJgeMuio? — crnpocuia 0e3
OMOLUH.

— Sl BBIHYXJIEH OBLT pacckazarb 00 3TOM, YTOOBI BBIICHUTH, MTOYEMY
COMJICS] BBIXOJ] MOETO TTopTara.

Hy ectectBenno. O abcomoTHO mpaB. OHU 00a abCOITIOTHO MPaBBHI.
D10 s — 0OE30TBETCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO, MOJBEPrarollee BCEX OMACHOCTHU
OJTHUM CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM.

MoseT ObITh, BCE 3TO JIEUCTBUTEIBHO OBUIO OOJIBIIONW TTYHNOCTHIO?
Pemuthb, 4TO KydKa MPEeCTYMHUKOB CMOXKET pa300paThbCsl B MayTHHE UHTPUT,
omyTtaBiie Bce Cpenumupbe? Hackompko s Oblla camoyBepeHHa, Korja
pemmia, 4To0 CMOTY HAWTH 3arOoBOPIIMKOB M OYUCTUTHh HAIlM MMeHa? A
HACKOJIbKO Oe3paccy/iHa — Korja 3atesiia Urpbsl co 3Hatbio? U mouemy
pemmia, 4To MOKYILIEHHUs] HA MEHS IPEKPATATCS?..

Moxetr ObITh, Pec ObuT mpaB, Korja OTKa3blBaJl MHE B CBOEM
BHUMaHUM, HATIOMUHAsI 0 MOEM FOHOM BO3pacTte?

Ecnu ObITh KpaTKoil — HE MHOTO JIX g Ha ce0s B3Bauia?

Benb, ecnu nogymars, s 3a0paiack B Takue AeOpu... BrisicHuia, 4ro
Halll MHUP CTPOUTCA Ha JDKHM; YTO AucOallaHC B Marud M TOCTENEHHOE
Marm4ecKkoe UCTOIIEHUE — ITO MPSIMOE CIIEICTBUE PEIICHUSI UMIIEpaTopa HE
BITycKaTh B CpeMMHpbhEe MAaruio KU3HU; YTO BIAJbIKA U €r0 HACIECIHUKHA —
CKOpee BCEro He JIIOIW B OOMICHPUHITOM MOHUMAHUHU... A €elle — YTO MOos
MaTh CKOpee BCEro IepBbIM Bpar HMMIIEPUU, YUUTHIBAs €€ CBS3U U €€
CTpaHHbIE 3aITUCKU KO MHE U3 TEMHHUIIbI MO/ IBOPIIOM.

U Bce 310 Ha POHE TOrO, YTO 1 — IHEPrOMar, U MO€ MECTO B 3TOM MHUpPE
BCE €Il€ HE ONPEETIEHO 10 KOHIIA.

— W nmouemy BC€ 3TO MPOUCXOAUT UMEHHO CO MHOWM? — 3aKpbIB JIUAIIO
pyKaMH, THXO COpOCHIIa 51 y BO3AyXa.

— IloTOMy YTO TOJIBKO ThI MOXKEIIb C 3TUM CHPABUTHCS, — HETPOMKO
orBeTui Pec.

VYIUBIIEHHO TOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO.

— Kaiipur, uro Tebe HyXHO ObUIO B akagemMuu? — OH MOBEPHYJICS KO
MHE, U €r0 B3IJISIJI CTAJl HEBEPOSITHO CEPHE3HBIM.

— 5l Xorena yBumerncs. ..

— He HyxHO paccka3piBaTh MHE OPUITHATILHYI0 Bepcrio. — OH mokava
rOJIOBOM, U 51 OYEHBb YETKO OCO3HAJA: €ro MEePexXo]] Ha «Th» He ciaydaeH. Kak



BCEr/A. ..

— EcTp Bemu, KOTOPBIMU 51 MTOKA HE MOTY MOIEJIUTHCS, — OTBETHJIA
CIIOKOMHO.

— Kak, mHannpumep, BoT 3tuM. — 1 Pec nocran u3 kapmaHa nepeBsHHbBIN
toreM PoBeHa.

— Kax? Otkyna on y 1e64? — 4 Oblla HE B cHUJIaX OCTAHOBUTH MOTOK
BOITPOCOB.

U TosibKO MOTOM MOHSJIA, KaKyH0 OIITMOKY COBEpIIIUIIA.

— S 3Ha, 4TO 3TO HE MPOCTO CTATy3ITKa C U300paKECHUEM JEeMOHA. —
Pec yOpan Beluily 0OpaTHO U Hayajl YEPTUTh B BO3IYXE PYHBI.

PyHsbI cBs3M. ..

— Tl OTChUTaCIIHP KOMY-TO COOOIICHHE... — S MBITagach BBICMOTPETH
OCHOBHBIE Y30pHbI, OBICTPO MCUE3AIOIINE B TPOCTPAHCTBE. — XOUEIIh, YTOOBI
OHM Tpocneawnu 3a... — M tyt gouwno. — Het! Pec, nporury te0s!

— Tel Bce mnpekpacHO TMOHSNA, — ONYCKas PYKU, MPOU3HEC
ronyOornaseiif. — Teneps TBOM JpYy3bs NMPUBEAYT HAC K TE€M, C KEM ThbI
xenana yBuaerbes. Bpsa mu Hanu unu Tata OynyT oKugaTh CIEKKHU. XOTS,
MPU3HAIOCh, MHE OY€Hb MHTEPECHO, KOT/ia Thl HAy4YUIach paciindpoBbIBATH
MOCJIAHUA IO PyHAM CBSI3H.

— Y MeHs ObUT OY€Hb XOPOIINM YUUTEIb, — OTBETUJIA, CTUCHYB 3yOBbl.

Mo mman mnpoBaneH. Hwu wmaructp Ipsauc, HM  crapocra
IIEPBOKYPCHUKOB HE CBSHKYTCSI CO MHOM — MX mepexBarat jgwoau Peca. Jla u
CBSI3BIBATHCSI-TO HE C 4ero: apredaxt B pykax ['HeBa Mmneparopa.

Korna on ycnen nHaiitu ero B 6amne? M Hauu uMeHHo 3T0 U umena
B BU/IY, KOTJIa TOBOpHUJIA O TOM, YTO Y HAC MpOoOIeMbI?

— 5] HUKaK HEe MOTY MOHSTh, TOYEMY Thl HE XOUCIllb JOBEPUTHCI MHE? —
HE TSI HAa MEHs, cripocuit Pec.

— JloBeputhbcsi Tebe? — mepecnpocuiia s 4yTh JIM HE C YABIOKOH.

— Hacnegnuk He mpoCTO Tak MOCTaBUII HAC B mapy...

— HacnenHuk xoTeir, YToOBI THI CISIMII 32 MHOM. . .

— DT0 K€ OYEBUAHO, YTO 5 MOT'Y ITIOMOYb TeOE. ..

— ...HW HE Jaj yOUTb MEHSI CBOMM Bparam JI0 TBOEIO CIyIIaHus. ..

— ...a THI JIeJlaelllb BCE, YTO YrOJHO, HO TOJBKO HE TO, YEro OT TeOs
KIyT!

— Kak s BooO111€e MOTy 10BEpSITh CBOUM THOpEMIIIUKaAM? !

— TeOe BbITAT TaKOW PEAKWN MIAHC. ..



— A 4TO S IOJKHA JeNaTh U 4E€ro OT MEHS KAYT? — mpepBayia i 3TOT
OECCBSI3HBIN JTUAJIOT, 3allCTIUBIIUCH 3a €ro (paszy.

— Troopemmukam? — Pec ycraBwics Ha MEHS C H3yMJICHHUEM,
MEPEIJIETEHHBIM C... pa3odyapoBaHuem?.. S momkana ryObl, NbITasACH
pa3o0parbcsi B CBOMX UYyBCTBAaX MO 3TOMY MoOBOAy. — S mam tebe CTONBKO
CBOOOIBI, CKOJIBKO caM HUKOTJAA HE TMoJiydad. A Thl 10 CHUX TOpP CUMTACIIb
MEHSI CBOUM THOPEMIITUKOM ?

— Harre ¢ T060i1 moHUMaHue CBOOO/IbI OUYE€Hb CHIIBHO Pa3IndyaeTcsl.

— 910 (akt, — cornacuics Pec, u moyemy-to s MOHsIA, YTO €rO
MHEHHUE O MOEM BHJICHUHU CBOOO/Ibl OU€Hb HEBBICOKO.

[IpoMonyana, HE 3Hasl, 4TO €IIE TYT MOXKHO CKa3aTh.

— MeHnsa npuctaBuiam K TebOe HE TPOCTO TMOTOMY, YTO S JIOJDKEH
3alUTUTh TEOsl, U HE MOTOMY, YTO MBI ¢ TOOOH 00a — sHeproMaru. MeHs
MPUCTABUIIM K TeOe, MOTOMY UTO HACJIEIHUK yBUEN TBOM nmoteHuan. 1 on
nan Tede maHc: 3apaboTarh MPaBo Ha YIOTHYIO KU3Hb B POJIOBOM OCOOHSIKE,
0e3 yrpo3bl ObITb YHHYTOXEHHOH 3a mpecTyiuieHue cBoed marepu... C
BO3MOXKHOCTBIO 3alllUINATh CHUHY OyAyIlero uMIeparopa — €cCld Tbl
MPOMAEIIL BCE MCHBITAHUS IJOCTOMHO. A 4rOo nenaemb Thl? byHTyems,
KallpU3HUYaCIllb, CTPOMIIb KO3HM 34 €ro CHOUHOW U  TBITACIIbCA
MAaHUITYJIMPOBAaTh MHOM.

— ThI 3HacHIb O 3aIMCKAX, — AOTAANACH f.

— ThbI HOKHA TOHSTH: TIOKA 51 OXpaHsto TeOs1 U TBOM JOM, B HEM HUUe20
HE TIpoM30MIeT 0e3 MOoero BejaoMa, — oTBeTH Pec, misias B Mou miasza, a
3aTeM 4yTh THIIIE 100aBwI: — S ObUI 0 TEOE JIyUIIero MHEHHUS.

OTH CJIOBA paHWJIH B CAMOE CEPJLIE.

—Yro... THL...

— 4 xpan, korga Thl MHE CaMa PacCKaXelllb, HO Thl HE TOPOMUIACH.

— W uyto Teneps Oyner? — Crpocuiia HErpoOMKO.

OH He MPOU3HOCHUII ATOrO BCIYX, HO 51 CJIOBHO CJIbIIIAJIAa €ro ciaoBa: «51
ObLT 0 TEOE JTyuriero MHeHUSA. Ho ThI Takas ke, Kak MaTh.

— 3aBTpa Tbhl NpUHECENb KIATBY umneparopy. Ilocne 3toro
BO3MOXKHOCTH MHTPHUTOBAThH 3a CIIMHOW HACJIEIHUKA Y TEOs yke He OyfeT, —
ckasai Pec.

— Pec, s HE x0uy...

«He xouy npeBpaTuThCs B KOIUIO TeOs». 1 HE Mpou3Hecia 3TUX CJIOB
BCITyX, HO TOJTyOOTJIa3bIi TTOHSI.



— V¥V 1e0s HET APYrux BapUAHTOB, — CYXO MOSCHUJI OH U HEOXKHUJAHHO
MSTKO noobetal: — Thl NPUBBIKHEIb. S Oy1ly psaoM.

OH pa3BepHYJICS U TOUIET B JIOM.

Konenn camm momorHynmuceh, U s ynaina Ha 3emuto. [lnaree Tenepn
0€3BO3BpaTHO MCHOPYEHO, HO IUIeBaTh. Bce MOM yCcUIMA OKa3aHCh
HampacHbIMH. Sl He cMOTY M30€XKaTh MPUCIATHA UMIIEPATOPY, a 3HAUUT, 3aBTpa
1 yxe Oyay He s. S mpeBpamnlych B OTrpaHHYEHHYIO CO BCEX CTOPOH
MApHOHETKY B PYKax MPaBUTEIIA.

— Monongas Xo3siika, HE CTOMT CHIAETh Ha 3emie. OHa HBIHYUE
XOJIO/IHASI.

Sl mogHsIa rONIOBY M YAMBIIEHHO TOCMOTpPENA. .. HA CBOETO CAJIOBHHUKA.

— A BaM eIlle HACJIEOHUKOB poxarh. — [lo13 monpaBuia COJIOMEHHYIO
LUISAIY W OPOTSHYJ MHE TPSA3HYIO PYKY.

— Kaxercs, Ha w™moem wumeHu poxa J»’bappo mpepsercs,
OTKJIMKHYJaCh $I HErPOMKO, IOJHUMAsACh. BhIMycTuia CyXyr JIaJOHb
CaJIOBHUKA U OTPSIXHYJIA TIaThE.

— He roBopure mynocreu, xo3sika. — [1013 OKUHY B3MJIS10M UMEHUE
M BHOBb IOCMOTpEJ HA MEHA. — BBl HE ST TOro BO3Bpallaid K KU3HU
CTaphblil JOM, YTOOBI OCTaBUTh €TI0 3a0POIIEHHBIM MOCIIE CEOsl.

— Ilon3, mocTou, — OCTaHOBUJIA SI CAJJIOBHUKA, YK€ TOTOBOIO BEPHYTHCS
K cBoeil pabote. — Thl 3aroBOpMII CO MHOM BIIEPBBIE C TE€X MO, KaK S BOIILIA
B 3TOT JI0M... bepra Toxe crapaercs He MOKa3bIBATHCS MHE Ha Ivla3a — Jaxe
KOT/Ia s 3aX0)Ky HOUYBIO Ha KyXHIO... Bl MeHs uzberaere?

HexoTopoe Bpemsi OH Mojidya CMOTpPEJ Ha OCOOHSAK — y MEHS Jae
MOSIBWJIOCH TMOI03PEHUE, UTO 3a0bUI MPO MOUM BONPOC, — HO 3aT€M MPOU3HEC
POBHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— HbiHue Bce nmenarcst Ha CTOpoHbl... Ham, crapukam, BbIOMpaTh He
X04eTcsi. MBI XOTUM CIIOKOWHO JIOXKHUTh JO CTAPOCTH.

— 1 He nmpocuna Tebs nenarb BeIOOP. Hukoro u3 Bac, — yauBUiach 4.

— He BbI, Tak Bama Marb. Mnm TOT MOIOAOM TOCHOAWH, KOTOPBIM
YIIOPHO JEJIAET BUJ, YTO OH — MPOCTOM YUYHUTENb, & MPH ITOM CIYKHUT
MMIIEPATOPY U UCIOJIB3YET 3AMPETHYIO CHITY.

Ha moii emie Oosee yauBIEHHbBINA B3IJISAT CTAPUK CIIOKOWHO TTOSICHUJ:

— B cBoe BpeMs g MPOCIYXWI €ro BEJIMYECTBY POBHO CTOJIBKO,
CKOJIBKO TOrO TpeOOBajd 3aKOH, — W S 3HAI0, KaK BBIVISJAT €r0 CIyTH. —
HeoxnmganHO €ro B3misJ U3MEHWICS, CTAJ NPUCTAIBHBIM U LIENKUM, KaK Yy
CTaporo BOsiIKK. — Bac ceifyac akTUBHO BEpPOYIOT.



— IIpITarorcs, — BeIIaBUIA 4.

Hymats 0 Pece coBcem He Xo4eTcsl.

— 3a4ueM Bbl CONPOTUBIISAECTECH?

OTOT BOMNPOC OKAa3ajCsi HACTOJIBKO HEOXKHUAAHHBIM, UTO S JaXe HE
HaIJIaCh YTO OTBETUTH... CIIEPBA.

— Tel cumTaemp, 4TO s JOJDKHA MO3BOJIMTH WM 3aBIaJETh MOEH
KU3HBIO? — HAIPSDKEHHO cnipocuia, misias [loazy B maza.

— S oOnapyxun Bac, cujsmed Ha 3emsie. Bbl ObUIM B MOJHOMU
pacTepsIHHOCTH, a B BallleM B3[VIs[€ HapacTajo OTYasHHE, — CyXO CKasal
cagoBHUK. — Kak Bl coOupaeTech OOpOTHCS € TEM, UTO MHOTO OOJIbIIIE Bac?

DTOT BOIPOC BHOBb 3aCTABUJI MEHSI HAJIONTO 33 [yMAaThCs.

— Ho g He mMory Tak mpocTo cliarbesi, — NOJKaB I'yObl, cKazaia €/Ba
ciblTHO. — OTAaTh CBOIO CybOY B PYKH T€X, KTO HUKOT/IA HE MEPECTaHEeT
CUMUTATh MEHS OMACHOM... OTAaTh 6€3 OOPHOBI... pa3Be ATO JOCTONHO TJIaBbI
pona?

— JlocTomHo miaBel popa... — 3aqyMYUMBO IIOBTOPUJ CTapuK
CaJIOBHUK. — 5] HE yBepeH, UTO Oe3yCIeIIHbIE TONMBITKA OTBOEBATH MHUMYIO
CBOOOAY — IOCTOMHEMN, YEM OCO3HaHHBIM BHIOOP, OCHOBAaHHBIN Ha JI0BEpUU
CBOEMY MUMIIEPATODY.

— Tbl rOBOpHUIILIb, KaK BOSIKA. — S| pacTsHysa Ha Ty0ax KPUBYIO YJIBIOKY.

— S He mroOMI0 HamIy BJIAcTh, HO S U HE 00s3aH ee JIOOMTH. MHe
XBaTaeT 3HAHUS MPOCTON MCTHHBI: KTO-TO JOJDKEH OBITH cBepXy. MHave Bce
pazBanutTcs. M ATOT KTO-TO AOJKEH 3HATh, Kyda WATU. Bel, Monopas
X0351iiKa, 3HaeTe, KyJla UATH?

W s BHOBB 3acThblIa, ¢ HeAOyMeHueM misias Ha [loaza:

— Pa3Be 310 OT MeHs TpedyeTcs?..

— Ecin BBl O0OpeTech MPOTHUB BIIACTH, y BAC JOJKHO OBITh BUJICHUE,
KaKoOW OHa JIOJDKHA OBITh B HJeajie — 3Ta BIACTh, — OTBETUJI CaJJOBHUK.

— Sl ne... — Xorena cka3arb, YTO HE OOPIOCH, HO BOBPEMSI 3aMOJIKJIA.

— Te, xTo BepOyeT Bac ¢ APyroil CTOPOHbI, KOTJa-HUOYIb 3a1alyT BaM
ATOT K€ BOMNPOC, — MPOAOIIKAI paccyxaarb 11on3, onsTe nonpasisisi CBOKO
Uy, — W, KaK KaHAUJaT Ha TPECTOJI, BbI JIOJDKHBI Oy/leTe JaTh HAa HEro
OTBET.

— Kak... k10? — nepecnpocusia st HOTEPSHHO.

— Pa3Be 3Ta BEepTUXBOCTKA €Ill€ HE paccka3ajia BaM? — MOAHsI OpoBU
caJloBHUK. — CTpaHHO, YUYUTHIBAs, YTO ITOT (PAKT U CTaJl MPUUUHON paziaja
JOpAa ¢ MUJIENH. .. YK €i-TO 00 3TOM U3BECTHO.



Most monHasgs pacTEpsSHHOCTh BbI3Bajla HA JIMIE CTapUKa HEBECEIYIO
YCMEUIKY.

— TpyIHO, KOTJ]a HUKTO HE XOYET PACCKa3bIBaTh IMPaBAy? — TOJIBKO U
CIIPOCWJI OH, @ B €r0 TOJIOCE S BIIEPBBIC YCIbIIajda KaKoe-TO Tojo0ue
TETUIOTHL.

HanpsxeHHo kuBHYyIa, BO Bee mia3za misas Ha [loasa.

— Bama math npuiia B 3TOT JOM OEpEMEHHOM, — B3JI0XHYJ TOT, a Y
MEHSI BHYTPH Hayajla pa3pacTtarbCs OrpoOMHasi AbIpa.

Beixomur... On?.. bpar umneparopa?..

OH — Mo oren?!

— Ckonbpko cedst moMHIO, 51 ciny>kuil poxay 3 bappo. Ho BbI npaBbl, Ha
BaC 3TOT POJ IPEPBETCS. .. MPEPBETCA, YTOOBI 1aTh HAYAJIO0 HOBOMY POJLY.

— Pony, KOpHH KOTOPOTO YXOISIT B HUMIIEPATOPCKYIO BETBB?..

— 3HAuMT, BCE-TAKU pacckazaia, — kuBHyJ [loa3 u ycMexHycs.

A B MOE€#1 rojioBe CpOCIUCh BCE KyCOYKH TOJIOBOJIOMKH. .. BeIxoaur, s
— conepnuua I'peropa? Kanauparka Ha npecron? [loaToMy OH HE MOMKET
TaK MPOCTO M30aBUTHCS OT MEHS, 3aTO MPHUIYMBIBAET XHUTPBIM XOA C
KJIIATBOM umIieparopy?.. Kak ke eMy MOBE3JI0, 4TO S pEIMIa MOMOYb
3aTBOpHUKY U3 UepHoil OamHu!

A mOTOM 10 MEHs JOXOIWT: HET, HE MOBE3J0... I perop cueman Bce,
yTOOBI 5 TIomaja Ha Kypc usroeB! Bo3moxkHo, gaxe nopma Kpamopa
MOJICTaBWJI, 3aCTABUB 3asBUTh Ha MEHs 3aKOHHUKaM... Kypc msroeB Obul
otoOpaH nmneparopom jgudHo! 1 B UepHyro OanrHO Mbl OB HAPABJICHBI
HE Cly4alHO: W I'perop, u ero oren 3HaJIM, YTO MHE, KaK JHEProMary,
MPOCTO CYXIEHO BCTPETUTHCA C 3aTOYCHHBIM y3HUKOM! W 3TO kenaHue
['peropa HaBsi3aTh MHE MBICJIb, UTO MbI ¢ PecoM 10JKHBI paboTaTh B mape. ..
Hanu Obuta mpaBa, MOW CTaTyC MCKYCCTBEHHO 3aHMKaroT! Tosbko aenaror
3TO HeO(UIHAITBHO — O TOM, YTO MHE HE CTOUT JaXKe TyMaTh O COI03€ C KEM-
TO W3 3HATHBIX JIOPAOB, MHE cooOmaer cam ['HeB Mmmneparopa! OH xe
mpejiaraeT MHE CTaTh €ro JIIOOOBHHUIIEM — B HEO003pHMOM OyayIieMm.
KoneuHo, 00 3ToM BCKOpe y3HaIu Obl B CBETE — U MOM CTaTyC HACIIEIHUIIBI,
cuuTai, ObUT Obl YHUUYTOXKEH !

— YUTo OHU TBOPSAT! — CXBATHBIIKCH 3a TOJIOBY, BOCKIUKHYNA 5. — KTO
Besien Tede paccka3arb MHE 00 TOM? — HAIPSHKEHHO CIIPOCHUIIa CaJOBHUKA.

Sl nomxHa MOHATH, KTO MEHS OKpYyKaer!

— Jlopn d»’bappo ObLT HEMIOXHM HYEIOBEKOM... B CBOE BpEMS.
ATKOTONIb €ro cryOmii, Kak W 3HaHUE MpaBabl. JTa Ke MpaBia MOXKET



MOryOuTh Bac — €CJIM BbI PEIIUTE CIAYIIaTh CBOIO MaTh... [loueMy st TOBOpIO
BaMm 3107 [loTOMy 4TO S BHIEN MOIIbL MpaBdAmero poaa. M s 3Har0, Kakyro
CUJIy Bbl XOTHUTE CJII€JIATh CBOMM BParoM, — CKa3aJl CTAPHK, DS HA MEHS
MPOHULIATEILHBIM B3[JIS/IOM.

— ThI OBLT 3HAKOM C KEM-TO W3 UMIIEPATOPCKON CeMbH?!

— 4 BOoeBasm Ha rpanuie, Mmoyuonaas xo3ska. — [loa3 mogHsuI ¢ 3eMin
jonaty. — Bam Hactosmuii oTer; ObIT YeTOBEKOM, JOCTOMHBIM YBAKCHUS;
s CITY>KUJI o] ero HadasioM. Ero cuia Obuta Tak BeJIMKa, YTO MOPOM OT Hac,
MPOCTHIX COJIJIAT, COBCEM HE OBLIIO MOJIB3HI. ..

— Kak oH ymep? — efBa cibliia COOCTBEHHBIH rojloc, CIpOCHIIa f.

— OpHaxabpl OH BOIIEN B MPOXOJ B MUp Xaoca... U 00paTHO yXe He
BbIIIEIL. [JTymast CMepTh, — OTBETHJI CTAPUK M 3aIIAraJl MPOYb.

Sl MTHOBEHHO OKa3anach psiAOM, OACTPAUBASCh MO €T0 1IAr.

— 3aueM OH 3TO caenan?

— JlymMaro, OH mosaraji, 4To CyMEET 3aKpbITh IPOXOI, — 3aJyMUYHUBO
npotsinyn [loa3, — HO ATO OKa3aaoCh EMy HE MOJT CHITY.

3aKphITh MPOXO[... KaK €ro Opar-BiajblKa 3aKpbUl MPOXOJ B BEPXHUUN
Mup?..

Kaxercs, s y)Ke HUYETro HE MOHUMAIO.

— OH moXepTBOBaJl COO0W? — YyTOYHUIIA, COCPEIOTOUCHHO TSI ceOe
IO/ HOTH.

— Beixoaut, 4To Tak, — ctpanHo orBeTwi [loa3. — Ho moau novimu 3tux
maroB! OH mien K BparaM B MUp Xaoca Tak, CIOBHO coOpalicsa Tyaa Ha
MPOTYJIKY...

— Ilox3... a TBI yBEepeH, 4YTO OH — MOM OTel? — 3ajajia S BIIOJIHE
3aKOHOMEPHBIN BOIIPOC.

He To utoOBl s He xOoTena OBITh JIOYEPbIO MPEACTABUTENS CEMbH
I'peropa... Ho ogHO nuillb OCO3HAHWE TOTO, YTO MBI MOXKEM OKa3aTbCs
POJICTBEHHUKAMHU, ITyTajo 10 JPOKHU B KOJCHSX.

— Bce nopasl U uX JKEHBI COBEPIIAIOT OJHU U T€ K€ OUIMOKU, —
YCMEXHYJICSI CaJIOBHUK, OCTAHABIMBASICh HA PACITyThbe MEXKIY JOPOXKKOU K
napajHoMy BXOJy B OCOOHSK U TPONMHKOM B 00Xoa — K caxy. — OHu
CIUIIKOM TPUBBIKAIOT K CJIyram, OTYEro IOCTEIEHHO TMEPECTAIOT UX
3ameuath. Pyranp Bamieil marymiku c gopaom 13’ bappo Obiia cibliiHa Bcem
oOUTaTeNsIM JJoMa, a B BBIPAKEHUSIX OHU 004 HE CTECHSIUCh.

— Kak momy4yusinock, 94To THI 3acTall MO0 OCpPEMEHHYIO MaTh B JIOME,
KOT/Ia CITY>KHJI TIOJ] Ha4aJIOM MOETO. .. Opara uMmrmeparopa? — UCIIpaBUIIAChH s,



He B cuiiax npousHectu JTO Beiyx.

— Yyrp Oonbllle CEMHAJUATH JET Ha3aJ Ha TpaHUlle ObLI MPOPHIB
TBapel n3 Xaoca, U BCEX 3allACHUKOB, a TAKXE 3J0POBBIX MYXKUWH, HE
JOCTUTIIUX COPOKa JIET, OTHPABJISLIIM BOEBaTh K BpaTaM B HUXHUU MHP.
Korma st BepHyIcst oOpaTHO, BaM y>K€ UCTIOTHUIICS OJUH TO/I.

— ThI BEpHYJICS C IYPHOH BECTHIO, — HEIPOMKO MTPOU3HECHA 51, IS Ha
CBOE POJIOBOE THE3O.

— Jla, Bamia Math ObuTa Oe3yTerniHa. A Ball OTEIl Hadall aKTHUBHO
cAaBaTh IMO3MIMM B JOME, THUXO CIHBasCh B cBoeM KaOunere. — Ilon3
3aKMHYJ Jomary Ha rmiedo. — S moiiny, mosonas xo3diika. MHade Baml
yuumens 3all0J03pUT BO MHE areHTa Balledl MaTYIIKH — a s YK€ CJIMILKOM
cTap JJisl 3TUX UIP...

— Ja, KoHeuHO... — paccesHHO KuBHyna . — llom3! — oknuknyna
I'POMKO, KOTJ[a CTapHK YK€ MOUTU CKPBLJICS 3a yIiioM. — biaromapio teos.

CaloBHUK JIMIIIb YCMEXHYJICA B YChI M HECIICIIHO yIIEN B call, HareBas
MOJ1 HOC KaKyI0-TO MOXaOHYIO MECEHKY U3 CBOEM MOJIOIOCTH — TaK, CJIOBHO
HE OTKpBIBAJI MHE IVIa3a Ha MUp OyKBaJbHO HECKOJIbKO CEKYH] Ha3zaa. A s
eI1e HEKOTOPOE BpeMs CTOsIa U CMOTpEa €My BCIIE.

Ecmu Bce 31O mpaBpa, €civM MOM OTELl M BOPSMb YJIEH NPaBsIIEH
CEMbH, €CJIM MOS pOJb HA IIaXMaTHOM JOCKE ACHCTBUTEILHO HE TaK maia,
KaK MEHS aKTMBHO yOEXIaloT... TO camMO€ BpeMs 3aayMarbCs: YTO MHE
Tenepp Aenarb?! 3aBTpa mMIepaTtop NoTpelyeT KISATBY, KOTOpas CBSKET
MHE PYKH, a 51 O CUX TIOp HE 3HAI0, HY>KHBI JTU OHU MHE CBOOOAHBIMU. n
C IyTaMU U OTBITHBIM IMOBOJILIPEM MHE Oy/eT MPOIIE UJITH 110 KU3IHU?

Ho, xak Obl TO HM OBLIO, HAXOAUTHCS PSAOM ¢ PecoM, 3Hasi, 4TO OH HE
MPOCTO KCIOJIb30BaJl MEHSI — OH MEHsSI OOMaHbIBaJl, BBINOJHSAS MPHUKa3
I'peropa u oTmandst MEHs OT TPOHA HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BOOOILE
BO3MOXHO. .. Her, s Tak Oosbliie HE cMOTYy.

Sl nmaxe He yBepeHa, 4TO Temepp HCHbITBIBal0O K IlpaBont Pyke
Nmnepatopa. 3nocts? O6umsy?

Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO MEHSI IIPENAIIH.

3amepia, nepeBens B3I Ha OKHA ero crnainbHu. [IpenarensctBo. [a,
Ka)KeTCs, 3TO CJIOBO OJIMKE BCEro MO CMBICTY. ..

Teneps CTAHOBSTCSI MOHATHBI CTPAHHBIC METAHUS TOJIyOOINIa30r0 Ha
BTOpPOM JIEHb MOEro MpeObIBaHUs B OCOOHsIKe. Ellle HOUbI0 OH TOBOPHII, YTO
OH — HE TOT, KTO MHE HYXKE€H, a Y€ YTpOM, IIOCJI€ KOPOTKOW Oecenbl ¢
HACJIETHUKOM, 3asIBJISLJT HA MEHS ITpaBa, Lelysl B KOKOHE CBOEU CHIIBI.



Bce 310 Bpems OH BBITIOTHSII IPUKA3.

Her, xyxe.

Bce To Bpemsi, moka st Bato0is171ach B HETO, OH BBITIOJIHSUT MIPUKA3.

MHe HecTepruMO 3aX0TEJI0Ch CMBITh C CE0sl BCE €ro MPUKOCHOBEHMS,
BCE€ €0 MOIEIYH, BCE €r0 B3MISABI... S ONIyTUJIa ce0sl TaKOW TPSI3HOM, UTO
CTajo (PU3NYECKH TII0XO.

ITopa 310 TIpekpaiars.

Pe3ko Bouas B 10M, 1 TpOMKO no3Bajia JloHu.

— Jla, Monoas rocroxa?

— Ilpunecu ropsueunr Boawl. M1 Bce MBLIO, KOTOpOE €CTh B JIOME, —
oTaa s MPUKa3, HAIPABJISISACh B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— Br1 coOupaerech MbITh MOJBI? — C y’KacoM yTouHwia JoHH, MOMHS
MO TIEPBBIN MOPHIB HABECTH MOPSIOK B OCOOHSKE.

— S cobuparoch TPOMBITH CBOM MO3I, — Opocuiia uepe3 muiedo. C
YUCTOTOM OCOOHSIKA CIPABUTCS OBITOBass Marusi — 4ero HE CKaXellb O
YUCTOTE CO3HAHMUSL.

— IIpomMBITE CBOM MO3T?.. — paCTEpPSHHO MoBTOpUIA J{OHH.

— Topsauyro Bomy. beicTpo! — pa3BepHyBIIMCH K HEW, NMpoueauia s
HEJIOBOJIBHBIM TOJIOCOM — U CIIY’KaHKY MTHOBEHHO KaK BETPOM CHYJIO.

Sl He cobuparoch npoiark e Moayanue o moeM otie! Ho Takxke — He
cobmparoch cOO0IIaTh Yepe3 Hee CBOCH MATYyIIIKe O TOM, YTO 3HAIO IPaBIy.
Her, xBaTtuT ¢ MeHs «1ieapbix HHGOPMATOPOBY, HEAAIIUX IPABAY MO Karlie
B [IEPUOJ] 3aCyXHU.

OTHBIHE CO CBOUMHU TTpobIeMamMH 51 Oyly pazOuparbes cama.



I1aBa 13. Hacaeagnuk

Hu k Beuepy, HU K HOUM B MOW OMyXIIUK OT UH(GOPMAIIUA MO3T TaK U
HE TIpUIIJIa HA OJiHa 3/ApaBasi MbIC/Ib. Kak n30ekarh KISTBBI UMIIEPATOPY,
YYUTBIBAsA, 4YTO TOT, KTO MOT IIOMOYh MHE OOOWTH BONPOC TMPHUCITH, B
JAHHBIN MOMEHT Hepocaraem? Het, koHedHO, 1 MOT'Yy OTHpPaBUTh MOCJIAHUE
Marepu MpsIMO M3 OCOOHSKAa — HO KO MHE TYT JK€ HarpsHYT TICHI
HacJICIHUKA, BO3MIaBisemMble PecoM, W OTHpaBsT B COCEIHIOK C MaMaH
KaMmepy... ApredakTt OTHbIHE HEIOCTYIICH, a PyHBbI CBS3U JIETKO MOXKHO
OTCIEAUTh — €CJIM 3HaTh, KaK 3TO0 Aenarb. Ho Xyxke Toro — g1 He Mory
MOJIb30BaThCsl CBOEM CUJION, MoKa B jgoMe cuauT I'HeB Mmmeparopa: kak
SHEepromMar OH TYT >K€ TMOYYBCTBYET IIOMBITKH COPBaTh MPEACTOSIIYIO
MIPUCATY. ..

N Bce »Tu ycuius He OyAyT MMETh CMBICIIA, €CJIM MOSI POAUTEILHULIA
HE yCHEeT WIM MO KAKOW-TO MPUYMHE HE CMOXKET OTBETUTh BOBPEMS — a
BeJlb MOCJIE €€ OTBETa HABEpHsKAa Obl MPUIILIOCH €Ille KOTO-HUOY/Ib HUCKaTh,
Ky/1a-TO O€XaTh ¥ YTO-TO JIeJIATh. ..

B urore 3aceinaina s ¢ ryasien rojJoBou.

A TPOCHYBIIMCH YTPOM, MOHSJIA OJIHY IMPOCTYIO BElllb: UTO Obl 51 HU
puayMaga BEYESpPOM, BCE ATO HE MMEJI0 Obl HMKAKOTO 3HAYCHHS, TTOTOMY
YTO TMEPBBIMU CJIOBAMH, KOTOPBIE s yCIbIIaja, €ABa YCIEB BBIIUIBITH M3
CHOBUJICHUH, OBLIH:

— MoiJionas rocnoxa, HacJIeHHUK!

Pe3ko OTKpbIB 171434, 51 mocMoTpena Ha JloHu:

—Yro?..

— Hacneanuk 3necs! TpeOyet, 4ToObl Bbl HEMENJIEHHO CITYCTHIIMCH! —
WCIYTaHHO TpOoJIerNeTana CIyKaHKa, U MO €€ BUAY 5 NOoHsa: I perop sBHO
HE B JIyXE€.

HNHuTepecHo, ¢ 4ero Ovl BApyT?

[TombITamach BCIIOMHUTD, B Y€M MEHSI MOKHO OOBHHUTA. . .

— Bor... Xaoc... — BbIJIOXHYJA, KaK TOJBKO JOLLIO, CKOJIBKO BCETO
MHTEPECHOI0 MOT Iepeaarh HaclaeAHUKy Pec W3 Toro, 4to s HaTBOpWJIa 3a
9THU HECKOJILKO THEM!

MrHOBEHHO BCKOUMB C IMOCTEJIH, sl Hauajia ObICTPO MPUBOAUTHL ceOs B
nopsaok. Hy konHeyHo, OH pacckazan Iperopy uw 0 mMoux



«HE3aIJITaHUPOBAHHBIX» MOX0JaX B aKaJIEMHIO, U O 3alKMCKaX MUJIEIH, U 000
BCEM, UTO MOIJIO 3alsATHaTh Moo yecTh! Beawr Buepa Beuepom Pec sicHo gan
MOHATh, YTO IPUKPHIBATH MEHS OOJIbIIIE HE CTAHET.

U ¢ dero s pemmiia, 4To OH MPOAOJLKUT MPUICPKUBATHCS TTO3ULIAU «HE
MOE€ JI€JIO — HE CYIOCh»?..

Yepe3 ceMb MUHYT 5 YK€ CITyCKaJlach B TOCTUHYIO, YTOOBI MPEICTATh
IpEJ OYM €ro BBICOYECTBA, U KaK TOJBKO BOIJIA B OHYIO... MOHSJA, KAK
CUJIBHO S BIIWILIA.

['perop, obOnaueHHBI BO BCE YEpPHOE, CTOSUI MOCPEOUM KOMHAThl U
BHUMATEILHO OIVISI/IbIBAJI HOBYIO MeOeilb, HOBbIC 3aHABECKH, HOBBIN MOJ — C
OOJIBIIIN-U-U-UM TAKUM JTHOOOIBITCTBOM.

— Bame BbIicOouecTBO. — S mpucenma B peBepaHCE, UTHOPUPYS
npucytctBue B koMHare [IpaBon Pyku Mmneparopa.

— Copimian, y Bamed marepu ObUIO MHOTO TOKJIOHHUKOB CpeId
3HAaTH, — HE YTPYKAasiChb TPUBETCTBUEM, CKAa3aJl HACJIEIHUK, CIIOBHO PEIINII
OpocuTh BBHI3OB U MHE, U Pecy, BMecTe B3SIThIM.

S nomkana ryosi.

Ha... naxe 0e3 JOHECEHUM TENOXpPAHUTENS BIAJbIKA HE 3aMETHUTh
nepeMeH B IOME HEBO3MOXHO. Ho 3aueM Hy>KHO ObUIO 3BaTh HACJIEJHUKA B
Mol aom?! Ilouemy Henb3si ObUIO PELIUTh BCE BOMPOCHI BO JIBOPLIE — Kak
MBI 3TO jaenanu pasbiie?.. Co BpeMeHeM s Obl mpuaymania, Kak 0ObSICHUTH
BHE3aMTHO OOHAPY>KUBIIMECS HA CUETY CPEACTBA, U OOHOBJICHHUS B JOME HE
cTaju OblI Tak sIBHO OpocaThes B Ta3al

Pec...

— DTO CTaJIO JUIsl MEHS TaKOW K€ HEOXMJIAHHOCTBIO, KaK M JUJIs Bac, —
OTBETHUJIA 51 TIOYTUTEIBHO, PEIIUB OBITh MAKCUMAIbLHO YECTHOM.

Hacnennuky Bpath HEb3sl.

— He wmory ckazarb, 4TO 3TO OBUIO [Ji1 MEHS HEOXHUJAHHOCTBIO.
Ckopeli eto crano noBenaenue [IpaBoii Pyku HMmmneparopa, KOTOpbIA He
TOPOMUJICS COOOIIAaTh MHE O BEIMYMHE BIUSHUS MUJIEAM Ha CBOUX
MOKJIOHHUKOB, — 3aJyMuuMBO ckazajn I[perop. — He oObsicauTe, B ueMm
npuyuHa?

—A?

— Bbl HE IpOCHIIN €ro CKPBITh OT MEHSI MHPOPMAIIUIO O Jlapax 3HATU? —
XOJIOJHO YTOYHUJ HACIEAHUK.

— Her, — orBeTnna, HaxMypuBIIKCH, U Opocuia Ha Peca HanpsiKeHHBIN
B3IV,



EMy pocrtaHercss u3-3a TOro, 4TO OH HE CTAJI TOBOPUTH O CYHAYKE C
aparouieHHOCTsIMU? W OH 3Ha 00 3TOM, KOTa peIni NPUKPBITh MEHS?..

— JIroOombITHO, — TONBKO W TpousHec ['perop, HecnemHo 00Xons
rOCTUHYI0. — MOXET, Bbl OTBETUTE, KaK JIOOMJIUCHh OT HEro pa3pelieHus
IMOKAIATh OCOOHSIK?

- ...

— Ilpu ycioBuM, 4TO s 3ampeTUl €My BBINYCKaTh Bac OTCHOOA, —
nponosokuin  Iperop, a 'y MeHA TMOSBWIOCH HEXOPOIIEE  TaKoe
MPEIYyBCTBUE. . .

— 4 mompocuna Peca 0 BO3MOXHOCTM MOCELIATh AKAAEMUIO... —
MONBITANIACh MOSACHUTD, HO HACIEIHUK MEHS MEepeOuI:

— W 0 4em BBI XOTENIM MOTOBOPUTH ¢ MAarucTpoMm [paauc u crapocrou
MEePBOTO Kypca QakyabTeTa Maruu 3emiin?

Brixonut, nepememienuss Hanu orcinenunm. . .

— 51 HE MOT'Y OTBETHUTH Ha 3TOT BOMPOC.

— BpBI 3ambiiuisiere 4to-TO MPOTUB MMIIEparopa’ — MSTKO CIPOCHII
I'perop.

— Her, — mocnemHo oTka3zanace f, 1 B CIEIYIOIIEE MTHOBEHHE MOE
TEJO MPOH3WIA Takas JuKas 00Jib, YTO S ynaja Ha KOJICHH, HE B CHJIAX
CHAEPHKATh BCKPUK.

— Hacnegnuky Bpare Henw3s, neau Kakpur, — O4YeHb CIIOKOMHO
HaroMHUJI [perop, a A ¢ ykacom OCO3Hajia, 4TO BCE MOE IOBEIACHUE, BCE
MOM JIEUCTBHS, C T€X IMOP KaK s Molaja B OCOOHSAK, — BCE 3TO MOXHO
pacLEHUBATh KaK...

— MeHst OOBUHSIIOT B U3MEHE? — BblJIaBWIIa, HE TIOJITHUMAs TOJIOBHI.

— Sl He 3Hat0. A cienyeT? — Kak HU B Y€M He ObIBAJIO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS
HACJICTHUK.

— $1 He 3aMBIIUIsIIa HUYETO HU MPOTUB BAC, HU MPOTHUB UMIIEPATOPA, —
Ipolenia, CTUCHYB 3yObl, — s BCEro JIMIIb XOTeJa IMOHATh, 4YTO
npoucxoaut B CpeauMuphe.

N 510, Xaoc Bcex pasaepu, uncTas npasja!

— 3aueM BaM 3HaThb O TOM, YTO Bac He Kacaercsi? — cBels OpoBH K
MIEPEHOCHIIE, C UICKPEHHUM HEJIOYMEHUEM CIIPOCHII HACIIETHUK.

— He xacaercsa?.. — 4 nonHsuia Ha HEro He MEHEE HEAOYMEBAIOLIUN
B3AA. — S kuBy B mmnepuu! Bce, 4TO B HEW NPOUCXOAUT, — KACAETCS
MEHS HAPSIMYO.



— Kakue nep3kue peuu, — xonoaHo ycMmexnyncs [perop. — [IpaBuibHO
au s noHsul, jgeau Kalput, 4To BB cudTaeTe, OYATO BCE KUTEIU
Cpenumupbsi JTOTKHBI ObITh B Kypce€ BCEX COOBITHUM, MPOUCXOASIIUX B
MMIIEpUN?

Bormpoc ¢ monBoxom. [IpocTeie ®uTenn He AOHKHBI 3HATh, UYTO g OyIy
JaBaTh JIOKHbIEC MTOKA3aHUS HA CiylaHuu no aeiny ['nesa Mimneparopa.

— Hert, s HEe 3TO WMmena B BUIY... — IOKayaja TOJIOBOM, MBITASCH
BBIKapaOKaThCS U3 ATOU JIOBYIIIKH.

— Torma mosicHUTEe, OTKy/la 3TO MaHUaKaJlbHOE >KEJlaHWE y3HaTh 000
BCEX TalHax UMIIEpUU? — C JIETKOM YIBIOKOM, KOTOpas HE MOINIa MEHs
0OMaHyTh, CIPOCHUJI HACTIEIHUK.

— [ToueMy MaHMakaabHOE? — pacTepsIach .

— YuuThiBas, OO0 YEro Bbl JOLUIM, WCIOJHSSA CBOE JXEJIAHUE... —
npoTsHya ['perop, CKIIOHUB TOJI0BY HAOOK. — CBA3b C 3alpeIIeHHON CEKTOM,
TalHas MEPENUCKa ¢ y3HUIEH ABOPLIOBOM TEMHUIIBI. . .

— Hanu — mos1 oHOKYpCHMIIA, U BBl 3HaeTe 00 3TOM. B kakoil CBSI3U BBI
NbITaeTeCh MEHS OOBUHUTH?! — S Havasa 3UThCS.

— Pa3Be 51 00BUHS0? S BCero JuIb X04y MOHSTh, IOYEMY BbI PEIIINIIU,
YTO BaM >KM3HEHHO HEOOXOJMMO 3HATh, YTO K€ MPOUCXOIUT B CpeuMuUpheE.
Benp 3T0 — Bammm ciioBa.

Ecnu s ceituac coBpy, MHE OyaeT oueHb O0JIBLHO — 3TO S MOHUMAJIa TaK
e XOpOIIIo, KaK TO, HacKoJIbKo B30OemeH ['perop. U kak nanpsioken Pec.

He 3Haro, 4To cuibHEe IOJCHMCTBOBAJIO HA MEHS, HO S MOAHSJIACh C
KOJIEH, VISl IPSIMO B YEPHBIE [V1a3a HACJIEAHHUKA.

— [ToroMy 4TO KpOBH MOETO OTIA JAET MHE 3TO MPABO, — NIPOU3HECIA
OUYEHb YETKO.

Heckonbko CEKyHII TUIIMHBI, HAPYILIAOLICHCS JIUIIb yIapaMu MOETO
cepaua.

— VY3Hamu O TaillHE CBOEro MPOUCXOKACHHUS? — MSTKO YIBIOHYICS
['perop, HO 4YTO-TO B €ro JMIle HE Jajao MHE paccinadbuthcsa. Hamportus,
Halyrajao J0 JApOoxdu. — MOXET, emie M Ha NPecTod MNpPeTeHA0BaTh
B3aymaere?..

— Ecnu 310 nmotpebyercs, — BoigaBwia si. M mieBats! Eciu urpars — 10
no-kpynHomy! MeHs M Tak TOYTHM TOABEIM K Majadyy C TOIMOPOM —
OTCTYIaTh YK€ HEKY/IA.

— Manenbkas, aepskas Kauput... — Iperop HEOXKHIAHHO TEIIIO
IIOCMOTPEN HA MEHS, & 3aT€M HECIICIIHO ITOAOIIEN, OCTAHOBUBIINCH COBCEM



psoM. — XapaKTepoM SIBHO TOIIA B MaTh. .. — MIPOTSIHYJ OH, yOUpast JIOKOH
3a MO€ YXO M HEXKHO MPOBOJIA KOCTSAIIKAMH NaJIbLIEB MO CKYJIE.

Ot »TOrO Cepaue MOAUPBHITHYJIO €Ba JU HE K CAMOMY TOpIy, XKenas
BBIOPATHCS U3 TEJIa OTKPOBEHHON CMEPTHHIIBI. .. TO €CTh — U3 MOETO Tea. ..

A Tperop TeM BpeMeHEM MOJOKII 00€ JTAJOHH Ha MOE JIUIO U YyTh
CKaJl Majblbl.

— Kak u BHENIHOCTBIO... — MPOJOJKWI OH, Pa3lisiAbIBasi MEHS Tak,
CJIOBHO BWJMT BIHepBble. — HaBepHoe, s1 Obl MOTr >KEHHThCA Ha TeOe U
c/eiaTh Te0sl MaTepblo CBOMX JIETEH. . .

— MpI xe OpaT u cecTpa, — BbIJIOXHYJA s, BO BCE IIa3a IS HA 3TOrO
CTPALIHOTO YEJIOBEKA.

— JIBOrOpOIHBIE. DTO pa3pemeHo 3akoHOM. Ho, 4TO HEMaOBaKHO, ThI
TOYHO TaK K€ MJICaJIbHO Imoaxoaus Ha poisb [IpaBoit Pyku Mmneparopa —
YUHUTBIBasI POICTBO U YPOBEHB CHIIBI. Tak 4TO ThI BhIOMpaeib, Kaitput?

Cratb BTOpbIM ['HeBoM? KaskeTcst, MBI 3TO yKe 00CYyX)IalH. ..

— S BwIOuWparo cTaryc IUIEMSHHMIBI wuMIepatopa. HacienHou
npuHIecchl CpeIuMUphs, — C IEPENYTY BbIIAJIA 5.

— Xouelllb BO JBOpEI, cecTpulia? — emie Msarde yiublOHyics ['perop,

HaKJIOHSACh KO MHE — TaK, YTO MEXIy HallUMU JIUIAMH OCTalOCh
CAaHTHUMETPOB JECSTh, HE OOJIbIIIE.
— He ouenb, — mpu3Hamach 4YECTHO, BOT TOJBKO TOJOC OT CTpaxa

apokail. — Ho BBl He ocTaBiisieTe MHE BbIOOpa, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.

— Br16op ecthb Bcernma. MOXXKHO MPOCTO TUXO YMEPETh. ..

Bo B3mmse HacneqHUKa MOSIBUIACH HEKHOCTh — M MO€ CEpALE HA MUT
OCTaHOBUJIOCK. .. YTOOBI 3aITyCTUTHCA BHOBb M CTy4aTh B TPU pa3a ObICcTpee.

— ...M HUKTO HUKOI/Ia HE Y3HAET O HACJIEAHOM IIPUHIIECCE.

— Torma s He cMmory pmaBarb mnokaszaHus B 3amuty [IpaBoit Pyku
HNmmneparopa 3aBTpa Ha Cyzae, — HNpoLIenTana 5, He B CWJIaX OTOPBAaTbCS OT
7143 HACJIEHOTO IIPUHIIA.

I'perop CKIOHWIICS €el1e HUKE U BTAHYJ BO3AYX PSAIOM C MOUM JIMLIOM,
€[Ba HE KacasiCb HOCOM CKYJIBL.

— Kaitput, Kaiipur... — mpomenrtan oH. — Tel Tak HUYEro M He
MOHsIA. . .

B crnmenyroiiee MrHoBeHue 3a MOEHM CHHUHOM OTKPBUICA IIOPTAJl,
HACJEIHUK IIarHyal B Hero M otrOpocun MeHs. Kakum-to uynom s
IpU3EeMIIHIIACh Ha cO(y B HE3HAKOMBIX TMOKOSIX U C y»KacOM YCTaBUJIACh Ha



['peropa, KOTOpPbIN MENJIEHHO NPUHUMAJ MON OOJIMK — KOTHPYSI €ro BILIOTh
110 y30pa Ha IUIAThE.

— Tel He HYyXHa MHE Uil TOro, 4rtoObl ompaBiaTh Peca,
MpPOU3HECTA. .. sI, CTOSBIIIAs HAMPOTHB ce0si. — Thl BOOOIIE MHE HE HY)KHA.
Ho B TeGe Tedet mMmepaTopckasi KpoBb, M 3TO €IWHCTBEHHAS MPUYMHA, TIO
KOTOpPOW ThI OyJelIb CHOKOWHO [bIIIaTh €Ile JBa AHS — Moka i Oymy
pa30uparbCsi CO BCEMU TBOMMHM JEJIaMH U peliarh, 4TO C TOOOW [eaTh.
Pacnonaraiicst moymnoOHee, cectpuiia. OTHbIHE Thl — IUICHHUIIA B MOEM
IBOPIIE.

C stumu cnoBamu ['perop orcTynuii oOpatHO B MOPTa, KOTOPBIA TYT
K€ 3aTSAHYJICSI, OCTABUB MEHS OJHY.

OnHy B OTPOMHBIX MOKOSIX. ..

IlepBble HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ s MbITANIACh OTIBIIATHCS, NPUBOAS B
MOPSIIOK  MBICTH, PacCyIoK U oOO0Iiee 5SMOIMOHAIBHOE COCTOSHHE
opranHusma... A 3areM rmooesxasa K JIBepsSM U MOIbITAJIACh UX OTKPBITh.

besycneuHo.

Hy koneunHo. CnoBO «IUIEHHML@» [Ja€T IOJHYIO XapaKTEPHUCTUKY
MOEMY TMOJIOKEHUIO — DIIYNO OBbLUIO HAACSATHCS Ha BO3MOXKHOCTh cOexarh. S
nojiolla K OKHY W TNOCMOTpena BHM3: Majarhk Oyaer OonbHO. bes
CJIOMaHHBIX KOCT€M TOYHO HE OOOUIETCS — KaKETCs, s HA CAaMOM BEPXHEM
ATake.

[Ipucena nHa kpaili copsl U Havana aymarb. WTak, s 1eHCTBUTEIHHO
Ky3WHa HacleAHuka. ['perop moaTrBepaui 3TOT (HakT cBoumH cioBamu. U,
JOJKHO OBITh, BapuaHT «pabora B mape c¢ ['nHeBom HMmneparopa»
CylIecTBOBaJ TOJbKO sl Kaliput, poncrBa He 3Haromend. To ecTh, moka s
OblJIa HE B Kypce€ CBOMX KOpPHEW, CO MHOM MOXXHO ObUIO OecenoBaTh, MEHS
MOXXHO OBLJIO YyroBapuMBaTh, MHE MOXHO OBUIO Jaxe yrpoxarb... HO
cenyac. ..

Ceituac Bce u3MeHWIOCh. S aymana, s Hy»kHa ['peropy s 3aliuThl
Peca Ha cyne, 1 3T0 OBIJT MOM IJIaBHBIN KO3bIph. HO HACTEAHUK JIMIIIHIT MEHS
ero: s OoJpIlIe HE MMeJa BO3MOXKHOCTH TPeOOBaTh CBOOOJBI M3rOEB. 3aTO
MMeJla IPaBo O0TKAa3aTbCad OT YHU3UTEIBHOW KJISITBBI BEPHOCTH UMIIEPATODPY.

Ecmu 3agymarscs, ['peropa MOXKHO TMOHSATH: €EMY HAMHOI'O BBITOJHEU
ObLI0 MMETh o1 pykoil Kailpur — neByiky ¢ 3anpenieHHoi cuinoid. Exo o
MOI MAaHUITYJIMPOBaTh, KAaK XOTEJ; OH MOI MOJIHOCTBIK) VIIPABIISTH €€
AKU3HBbIO. A BOT NpUCYTCTBUE KallpuT — HACIEOHHUIBI MPECTONIA — €My
COBCEM HEBBITOJTHO.



BHe3annas morajka 3actaBuiia MEHs MOJCKOYMThH ¢ MecTta. Mos MaTh
0Ka3aJiach 3a PEIIETKOM TOJIbKO CeMYac: KOTJa sl MOSBUIIACH B MOJIE 3PEHUS
I'peropa u xorma jus ocBoOoxkiaeHus I['neBa HWwmmneparopa emy
MOHAJ00MJIOCh MOE€ OYHUIIEHHOE€ OT HaBeTOB uMs. Eciu BCIOMHUTH
CJIyILIAHUE TI0 AETY MO€ MaTepu, TO OTYETIIMBO BbIJICISIOTCS JIBA MOMEHTA:
IIEPBBIN — AEP30CTh, C KOTOPOU MAaTh TOBOPHUJIA C HACIEAHUKOM, U BTOPOU —
JIOSUIBHOCTh K HEW OOJIBIIMHCTBA WJICHOB COBETAa. Temeph BCE KyCOUKH
rOJIOBOJIOMKH OKOHYATEJIbHO COIUIMCh BOEIUHO: MOSI MaTh OTKPOBEHHO
Opocuiia BbI30B [ peropy, HalloMUHAsl EMy O TOM, YTO OH HE OJJMHOK B CBOMX
npeTeH3usx Ha TpoH. OHa OTKPBHITO 3asiBUJIa MPHUHILY, YTO Y HAC C HUM
OJIMHAKOBAsi KPOBb, — U UMEJIa B BUJy HE TOJIbKO KPOBb BBICIIIETO JIEMOHA,
HO W KpOBb HaIlero oOImiero aena. ¥ Hac gaxke Bpad Obur oguH! U ceitgac
MOHATHO, mo4yemMy ['perop ObuT Tak HEMPHUSATHO YAUBICH 3TUM (akToM. S
yBEpEHA, YTO C YXOJOM MOETr0 HACTOAIIEro OTiia B MUp Xaoca Ha MHE ObLI
MOCTAaBJICH KPECT KaK Ha HacieaHuile. Bpsia mu KTo-TO MOr moxymarb, 4To
MaTh, emnie Oyayuu OepeMEeHHOMW, M03aboTuiIach O TOM, YTOOBI sI MOTIJIA
MPETEH/I0BaTh Ha MPECTOJ, BJIMBasi B ce0s KPOBb BBICIIETO JIEMOHA... U
7ienast MeHsl SHEProMaroM.

OcraBajicsi TOJBKO OJIMH BOIPOC: MOYEMY OHA Hayaja BECTH TaKOM
HECBOMCTBEHHBIN MaTepH HACJICIHUIIBI 00pa3 KU3HU?..

N He ObLI0 7M1 3TO CBSA3aHO C TEM, YTO MEHS OTIPABHIU B JEPEBHIO —

Mofanblle OT BBICIIETO OOIIECTBA M CTOJMYHEIX TPHEMOB?istnBEIBOM
HAIPaIIUBAJICS TOJIBKO OJIMH: MOM HACTOAIIMK OTEL UCTIOPTUJI €M BCE KapThl
CBOMM yxooM B Mup Xaoca! M marepu npuIUIOCH KCNOJIb30BaTh BCE
JOCTYIIHbIE €l CpelCTBa, ISl TOrO 4YTOOBl YIAEp>KAaThbCsl HA IUJIaBy U B
ONPEACICHHBI MOMEHT BBIUTH K3 TEHU C KpalHe YCTONYUBBIM
MOJIOKEHHUEM B OOIIECTBE U JOUYKON — HACIIETHUIIEH MPECTOJa KaK IIIaBHbIM
KO3BIPEM B PyKaBeE.

W, camoe ynuBUTENBHOE, JIOPABI NPUHSJIA MOK MAarbh, ITO3BOJISAS €U
3aj1€3aTh K HAM B KOIIEJIBKU U MPOSBIISISA K HEM CHUMIIATHIO, Ja)Ke HE 3Hasi,
YTO €€ JUTS MOXET MPEeTeHJI0BaTh Ha mpectoid. Mwienu 3’bappo wu
BIIPSIMb OIACHBIM MPOTUBHUK IS [ peropa... MOXKET, HIMEHHO MTO3TOMY OH U
3aKpbIBAJI [M1a3a Ha €€ QUIMPT CO 3HATHIO U UTPhI C KPOBBIO Xaoca — 4TOObI B
HY>KHBIA MOMEHT OBLJIO YE€M MPUKATh K CTEHKe!

N teneps MOst Math B TIOPbME, MOE IIOJIOKEHHUE HE CTOJIb YCTOWYHBO, 4

MOC IIPOUCXOKICHHUC HUKOMY HC N3BCCTHO.



Bot cnpammBaetcs — yero ona xxpaana?! [loueMy He pacckasana cpasy
o0 ToM, KTO MoM oren? Mnum xorss Obl mocne cmeptu Jiopaa 3 bappo?
[Touemy mo3Bosimiia 00y4yaThCs pyHaMm, 3Hasi, 4YTO s cOexana U3 JECPEBHU?
Kak momycruna, urto s momnana B JlapkctoyH?..

A npuHsIach XOOUTH KPyTraMH IO TOKOSIM, B TIOMBITKE YTHATHCS 3a €€
norukoi. Uto s mmero? Cebsi, He 0c000 MPONMUTAHHYIO JIFOOOBBIO K CBOEH
ceMbe. 11 MO0 MaTh, MBITAIOIIYIOCS IOHPABUTHCSI BCEM 3HATHBIM JIOPAAM U

HE WMCIONIYI0 BPEMEHHM HABECTUTh POJAHYI [I0Yb... a TaKkKe —
AKCIIEPUMEHTUPYIONTYIO HaJ cO00il B OMBITKE OOPECTH CHUITY.
Curna...

Bor o uwem wmeurator Bce Jmopasl Cpenumupbs. Marus, koTtopas
MEIIJICHHO BBIMUPAET, PACTBOPSSICh B KPOBHU, — BOT YTO MAHUT WX, 3aCTABJIAA
WJTH Ha HEONpPABIAHHBIM pUCK. A s — sHepromar. MHe naxe He HYXHO
ObITh HACJIEIHMIICH, YTOOBI CTaTh JIAKOMBIM KYCKOM [IJISi BCEX OTHX
KaXIyIUX Baactu! BoT nmouemy Marh XBajuia MEHS 3a MPEICTaBICHUE Ha
6any! Bot nouemy Jlnam roBopui, 4To s MpeKpacHa, KOrja BUEI PYUHBIX
MOHCTpOB Xaoca 3a MOeW cnuHoi! BOT moueMy HAcleIHHMK TaK XOTel
CBeCTH MeHs ¢ PecoM: UTOORI sl HE JOoCTalach HUKOMY !

YTOoOB! 1 MpUHAJIeKANIA TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbE — HE BaXKHO, B
KakoM KadecTBe: MOMOIIHWII U Jto0oBHHIBI [HeBa Mmmeparopa wim
Matepu Oymayuux HacienHukoB ['peropa!

Mpak!!!

Bce cxomurcs!

OcTaHOBUBIIKCH MTOCPEAN KOMHATHI, I TPOMKO BbIJIOXHYJIA.

N uro Mue 310 maer? Cnymanue no aeny [IpaBoit Pyku MmMneparopa
MPOMAET UlealbHO — BEAb Ha HEM Oy/leT BBICTYIaTh caM HaclieqHuk. Pec
MOJIYYUT OJIOOpEHHE B [a3ax MNPOCTBIX KUTEIEH, UMIIEPATOpP BEPHET
CBOETO TEJIOXpAHUTEIs], [ perop BEpHETCS HA POJb MIABHOTO 3JIOACHCKOTO
HACJICIHUKA, a 1 BHOBb OCTaHYCh HE Y JIEJL.

Hckare cooOmunka PoBeHa B akageMuu OOJIbIIE HE WUMEJIO CMBICIIA:
yto OBI S HU cJejajia, dTOr0 OKaXKETCS HEIO0CTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI 000 MHE
320K, Jla M He cTaHy s Temepb MOMOraTh CEMEHCTBY HMMIIEpaTopa,
BBIMCKMBAsl 3aroBOPIIMKOB! 3ayeM — €ClIdi MHE YIPOXKaKT CKOpOHU
cmeptbio?! Tuxoil u He3ameTHOH, ecnu Beputh ['peropy. Ilpas Obu1 PoBeH,
KOIJla pEelunyl, 4TO C NIpaBslied cember He Bce B mopsnke! Kak B Bomy
msagen! W oero xenanwe 3anonyuuTh Peca s u3ydeHMsS UM ONBITOB —
abCcomoTHO TOHATHO! A MHE HYXXHO OBUIO CIyIIaTh €ro, a He Oexarbh K



I'peropy B Haaexje, YTO MOS TMPEJAaHHOCTh OyJdeT OIlEHeHa IIO0
JIOCTOUHCTRBY!

N 4gto BOOOMIE Temeph Aenath? C Kem cBs3aThbCs? Y KOro IMPOCUTh
momoIu?

OTbICKaB cHajbHIO, s yhaja Ha KpoBaTh M YCTaBWUJIACh B MOTOJIOK.
['perop CHOKOMHO MOXKET H30aBUTHCS OT MEHS, KaK OT HaJ0CIJIUBOU
MOIIIKM, — U HHUKTO He 3actynurcs. Hu Pec, HM MOW Hactosmuii OTell,
yMOTAaBIIMK B Xa0C, HU caM UMIIEPATOP.

Hwu cam umneparop...

A 4TO0 3TO BOOOIIIE 32 JIMYHOCTh — UMIIepaTop?

Bce 310 BpemMs co MHOHW OOHIAJUCh TOJBKO HACICAHUK U
TEJIOXPAHUTENb BIIAJIBIKA... M, Xa0C MHE CBUIETENEM, HE O0NbHO-TO Pec
3aHIT CBOMMHU MPSIMBIMU 00S3aHHOCTSIMU!

Ecnu mogymatsb: Mot poaHOi 1 ObUT B Kypce — KTO TIPHIIIEIT Ha CY/I,
HO HE OOMOJIBUJICSI I CJIOBOM.

EMy HyXHO OBUIO BepHYTh Ha ciyk0y cBow IIpaByro Pyky, u s
nomoria emy. M nycts puHanbHyl0 TOUKY OyleT CTaBUThH I perop — 3To He
OTMEHSET TOrO, 4TO A cuenana g Peca. Mory i s npoCuTh 3allUTH Y
CaMoOro MIAaBHOro 4yenoBeka umnepuun?.. Mnum nHe Tak... Kak mmmeparop
OTHOCHUTCS K TOMY, YTO TBOPUT €T0 ChIH?

OnoOpsier u oH ero AeiicTtBua? Wi oH BBIHYXKIEH UX OAOOPSTH —
MOCKOJIKY BTOPOM HACJIEIHUK, MaJlbIl [010epr, BHIBEIEH U3 UTPHI B CUITY
KaKHX-TO CTPAHHBIX 0OCTOSITEILCTB?..

NmMmneparop e He MO3BOJIUT TaK MPOCTO U30aBUTHCS OT €AMHCTBEHHOM
(HacKOJIBKO s 3HAIO) Jlouepu cBoero poaHoro Opara?.. Eciu Beputs Iloazy
(a HEe BepuTh €My sI HE BUXKY OCHOBAHHWM, €ro CjoBa MOATBEPAMINCH
HACJICJTHUKOM JINYHO), MOW OTeIll ObLT YBaXKa€MbIM UeJIOBEKOM. M mpuyuHHI,
[0 KOTOPHIM OH IIArHyJd B IPOXOJ MEXIy MHUpPaMH, HE HMEIU CBS3U C
HEMWJIOCTBIO Yy BIaJIbIki — nHaue [loa3 Tak Obl 1 ckazan.

Her, moi1 cagoBHUK cka3zan nHave: «Jlymaro, OH moJiaraji, YTo CyMeeT
3aKkpbITh npoxoa». M: «OH men k BparaM B Mup Xaoca Tak, CJIOBHO
coOpalics Ty/1a Ha IPOTryJKy». A 3TO He TTOX0XKe Ha mo0er oT 3j10ro Opara...

Mory i1 s 00paTUThCS 3a MOMOIIBIO K €r0 BEJIMYECTBY MMIIEPATOPY
Cpennmupbs?..

Pyku camu moaHsUTMCh B BO3AYX, a B yME MOSIBWJICS 00pa3 4esOBEKa,
KOTOPOMY I IOJI’KHA MOCJIaTh COOOIIEHUE.



MeHs &e HEe HaKaxyT 3a TO, UTO S CBSA3BIBAIOCH C UMIIEPATOPOM? ITO
K€ HUKEM HE 3alpenieHo? YUUThIBas, YTO OH — MOU POJICTBEHHUK? ..

Sl HacTpomsach Ha CBSI3b, 3aKphblla IV1a3a U TOJbKO HAYEPTUJIA MIEPBBIC
3HaKHU B BO3JyX€, KaK...

DHEPreTUYECKUil TOTYOK OT OTKPBITOIO MOpTaja, MOpbIB BETPa, U MOU
PYKH PE3KO YKJIaJbIBAIOTCSI HA KPOBATh 3a TOJIOBOM — @ HAJJ0 MHOW HaBHUCAET
I'perop, cBepkasi Y4EpHBIMU TJ1a3aMU.

— Thl cOBCeM CBHXHYJACh, CECTpHUIIA? — MpOLIENTal OH, 3aCTaBJIss
MEHSI UCIIyTaHHO 3aMepeTh. — Thl XOTEJa UCIOJIb30BaTh PYHBI CBs3U? 3Hasl,
YTO s CJIEKY 3a TOOOM?..

Hy, eciu dectHo, 00 3TOM s He 3Hana. /[ymana TOJBKO O TOM, YTO
HBIHYE OH CHJILHO 3aHST. MeHs n3o0pakaer.

— A T myman, s Oyny CHACTh THXOHBKO W KAaTh CBOEH cMepTh? —
HaIpPSKEHHO CHPOCHUJIA, XOJI0/esl OT CTpaxa.

— 51 He roBOpuUJI, YTO ThI yMpellb. S ckazaj, 4YToO TBOS KPOBb JJISI HAC
IIeHHa — W s Oydy pemiarb, 4To ¢ TOOOW aenarb, — mpouenus [perop,
MPOJIOJKAsi HABUCATh HAJI0 MHOMW U YJIEPKUBATh MO PYKH.

Tak M0s1 ’KH3Hb BCE-TaKH UMEET IIEHHOCTH? ..

— W moueMy Thl Tak HE XOU€lllb, YTOOHKI 51 CBSI3AJIACh C UMIIEpaTOpoM? —
pelnia NposSIBUTh AEP30CTb.

— JXKenaens moo0OmIaThCsl ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM? — IIPUIIYPUBIITUCH, CITPOCHIT
HACJICIHUK, M 4YTO-TO B €ro TroJIOCE 3aCTaBWJIO MEHS MBICIECHHO
chexuThbes. — Hy Tak s Tede 310 yerporo. Cpasy mociie Toro, Kak BBICTYILTIO
Ha cyze. A 1oka — OCTyIu CBOM IIbLI, cecTpuiia. Pec!

B cnanbpHIO BoIIen rojiyooria3biii M 3aCThUI B OXKUJIAHUM TIPUKA3a.

OH maxxe He cMOTpeN Ha MeHs. I MHe 3TO OYeHb HE MOHPABUWIOCH. Tak
HE MOHPABWJIOCH, YTO B TOJIOBY Cpa3y MpUIILIAa HEXOPOIIAas JOTAIKA.

— Her, Baiiie BbICOYECTBO. .. MPOIITY Bac...

— S me Mory otBimekarbcs Ha TeOs. Thl camMa BBIHyAWJIA MEHS
MOCTYNUTh TaK, — OTBETUJI HACJIEAHUK, OTIIyCKasi MOU PYKH, U BBITPSIMUIICS,
B TO Bpems Kak Pec...

— Pec... He HamO, — UCIIyraHHO TONpOCWIa S, TOHKUMas, YTO Cenyac
IIPOU3OMIET. ..

— Ilpocture, nenu Kalput, — TOJIBKO U MPOU3HEC OH, & B CICAYIONIYIO
CEKYHJly MEHSI 3aTSAHYJIO B KOKOH €T0 CHUJIBI.

N BOT 5 1€y Ha KpOBaTH Kak I'POMOM IMOPAKEHHAsI — B TEX e MOKOSX,
HO TOJIBKO aOCOJIIOTHO IMYCTHIX... C TOJIBIMH CTEHAMH, C KAMEHHBIM TI0JIOM 1



C 3aKpbITBIMM HADIYXO0 OKHaMu. M, kaxercs, KpoBarb — €AUHCTBEHHBIN
npeaMer MeOer B 3TOM MPOCTPAHCTBE, CO3/JAHHOM YCUJIMEM dHEpromara.

— Her... net, Het, Het, Her!!! — BckounB, s Opocuinack B JApyryo
KOMHATY... U BHOBb OKa3aJach B CITAJIbHE.

On 3akombresan Bxoabl! TouHo Tak ke, kak B UepHoii OarrHe!

— Tonbko HE 3TO... — IpolIenTana s 00eCCHUICHHO.

3acTpsITh B KOKOHE Ha JIBOE€ CyTOK?.. A MOXeT — faxke Oosnbine! 3a 4To
OHU TaK CO MHO?!

OOxBaruiia TOJIOBY, CTapasiCh MPUBECTH MBICIM B MOPSAOK. ITO HE
MOKET OBITh MpaBioi! S e CBUXHYCh 3a 3TO BpeMsl, IPSAMO Kak...

Crnenyromas MBICIb 3aCTaBII€T PE3KO NOAHATH TOJOBY. S yxe
BBIOMpasack u3 ero kokoHa! U s 3Haro, kak 31o menars! M ecou Pec qymaer,
YTO 51 HE CTaHy IBITaThCs BHIOPATHCS OTCIOAA, TO OH MOJHBINA Jypak!

ITogonasa k cTeHe, MOJIOKWIIA HA HEE PYKH W yIapuiia pas3psaaoM CO
Bceil cuibl! [IpocTpancTBO TpsixHYJIO — HO He Oosiee. UTo k, MBI UMeeM
MHOro BpemeHu B 3amace! M cunm moka nocratouno! Tak 4To BO BTOpOW
yJ1ap s BIOKHJIA BCIO CBOIO 3JI0CTh, M IO CTEHE MOIILIa TPELIUHA.

— Kaiiput, Tel He BbrIOepenibest orctona. — ['onoc Peca 3actaBun pesko
00epHYThCS.

— Cnopnoe ytBepxkaeHue. Thl 30€Ch. 3HAUUT, MIAHC €CTh, — XOJIOJHO
Opocwia s.

— B TOT pa3 tebe ymanock, mOTOMY 4YTO 1 caM ObLIT YacThIO KOKOHA U
HAXOAUJICSI BHYTPHU €T0, — CHOKOMHO mpousHec Pec.

— Tel M celyac BHYTpHU €ro, — Mpoleauia 4yepe3 IJIeHo U IpoBeJia
paspsi yepes JaJ0HU, YBEJIIMYUBas TPEUIMHY.

— Kaitpur....

S naxe He 00epHynach, HO B CIIEYIOIIEE MIHOBEHUE TpEIIMHA
3aTSAHYJIaCch Ha IJ1a3ax, sIBJIsis MHE a0COJIFOTHO LETYIO CTEHY.

— Yro... — S mpoBena pykoil, 4yTOOBI yOETUTHCSA, 3aT€M BHOBB
npormyctuiaa 4yepe3 cels 3apsan. TpelMHa BO3HUKIA OMSATh — U TYT JKe
3aTSAHYJIaCh.

Pa3BepHyBIINCE, g CO 3710CTHIO MOCMOTpEIIa Ha Peca.

— 51 He OCTaBIIIO MOMBITOK, — OPEAYNPEANIA HAMPSHKEHHO.

— A s BCE€ OCTAHOBIIIO, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3all OH. — Kallput, s cuibHee
TEOsl.

— CIIopHO, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJIA S U OMBITAJIACH CHOBA.



— EnuHCcTBEHHOE, YEro Thl 100BEIIBCS, — 3TO PA303JIUIIL e20. — TUxXui
roJI0C OCTAHOBUJI MOU JIEVCTBUS, HO HE 3JI0CTh BHYTPH.

— Kak TeI MOXemb Tak BecTu cebsi?! — S cTpemMuTensHO mojonnia K
Pecy. — Twl 3anupaemb MeHA TaMm, OTKyaa s TeOs BbiTammia!l Tak Tbl
orulauMBacillb CBOU J10JTH, 1a, 'HeB Mmneparopa?

— Ceiiuac 3T0 HE0OXOIMMO, — 0€3 3MOIMM OTBETHJI OH, YEM EIIE
OoJIbIIIe BBIBE MEHS U3 CeOsl.

— Heob6xomqumo? Komy?! Tomy 1icuxy, YTO MO HECUYACTIMBOMU
CIIy4allHOCTH fBJIIETCSI MOUM JIBOIOPOJIHBIM Oparom?! U Tkl 3Han 00 3TOM ¢
camoro Havana! Tel urpas co MmHOM! Thl — TaKoM ke, KaK OH!

— Karipwur...

— U He Hago MHE HAOMUHATh, Kak MeHA 30ByT! C MO€U MamsAThIO BCE
B MOpsAKe — B OTIW4Yue OT TBoei! Bemap 3TO Thl y HAc 3a0bul, KOMY ThI
00s13aH cBoel cB00O101!

— 51 momH10, — cyxo oro3Baicsa [ 'HeB UMneparopa.

— [Momuanms! 1 nponomkaenis ciayxuth 3TomMy ncuxy! Xaoc! A Benp
maructp PoBen peanbHo Obul mpaB! Cuna cBogUT € yma Bcex
MOryumecTBeHHbIx maroB! Ounuce, Pec, ['perop — 3to uctunuoe 310!

— Tw1 BOOOIIE HMUYETO HE 3Haellb! — YyTh pe3dye OTBETWII OH, & MEHS
HAKPBLUIO UCTEPUUYECKUM CMEXOM.

— He 3naw? EcrecTtBeHHO! Bbl € MHE HMYEro He pacckasbiBaere!
Hukto n3 Bac! Ho npu 3TOoM X0THTE Mcnonb30Barh MeHs! W BnageTe Moei
cuson! Bee!

— Te1 paxe He 3Haemnb, yTo y TeOA 3a cuia, — ckazan Pec, B3msn
KOTOPOTO CTaJl OMACHBIM.

— To ectp Tak, na? Tel BHOBB 3aBEACUIb 3Ty BOJIBIHKY O TOM, YETO S HE
3Ha? — MOBBICWIA S TOJNOC. PEe3k0 BBIAOXHYyNA, 3aMyCTUia MaJIbIbBI B
BOJIOCHI U oTtouwia. — Hy Tak pacckakxu MHE HaKOHEI, YTO S TOJKHA 3HATH O
cebe 1 CBOECH cuiie, — MpOU3HECa yCTalo.

— 41 noyKeH BEpHYTHCA.

— 51 O6yny pa3pyiiath TBOM KOKOH — pa3 3a pa3oM.

— 3HauuT, s oTOEpy y TeOs 3Ty BO3MOKHOCTb, — CIIOKOMHO COOOIIMII
Pec. — Tl B MoeM mupe. MHE HUYEro He CTOUT YAEPKUBaTh TEOs 37€Ch
HECKOJIBKO CYTOK, HE TO3BOJISIA MOJb30BAThCS cWiiod. KoHeuHo, MoTOM MHE
MOHAJI00UTCA OTIBIX — HO K TOMY MOMEHTY Tbl Oy/€llb HAaCTOIBKO
NE€30PUEHTUPOBAHA, YTO HE CMOXKEUIb MOHATH, IJI€ PEATBHOCTD, a II€ MOU
KOKOH.



— DT0 )KECTOKO, — CKa3aja sl OJHUMHU I'yOaMHu.

— S npenynpexnan. He crousno Tebe Komarbcsi B CBOEM IMPOILIOM, —
OTBOJS B3IVIA, CKa3al Pec, v 1 BHOBb yBHJIE€NIA, UYTO OH TOTOB UCYE3HYTh.

— Her, Pec! Ilocroii!

B mamsatu Bce emie ObLTM CBEXH KOIIMAapbl BPEMEH MOEW JKU3HU B
YepHoii OarrHe, Korja s 3acTpeBajia B JaOMPUHTE dTaKEW U HUKAK HE MOIJIa
BBIOpaTbes... A 37ech y MeHsi Oyaer Toiabko 1Be komHatel! M Te —
3aKOJIBIIOBAHBI APYT HA Jipyre!

[lonxBatuB 100KH, S METHyJNAach K TrojybOornaszoMmy. 3amepia B
CUMTAHBIX CAHTUMETPAX, MOJOXKUIIA JaJOHU HA €TO JULIO.

— Iloxanyiicra, He OCTaBIsAl MEHS 31€Ch... Sl 3TOro He BbIACPXKY! S
o0erraro, 9To He Oyay MOJIb30BATHCSI CHIION, — TOJIBKO BEPHU MEHSI 00paTHO
BO JiBOperl!

— Kaiiput, 1 He mory. — Pec crapancs HE CMOTPETh Ha MEHHA, HO A
poJI0JIkKaja YIepKUBATh €ro, BEIHYK/as HAKJIOHATHCS K cele.

— Tel Moxenib... EMy HeoOs3arenbHO 3HaTh... [lpomry Tebs, s He
MOJICTaBJII0 HAc, HE cOery, Oyay CUAETh B MOKOSX. TOJNBKO BBITAIIM MEHS
orcrozal

— Her, Kaipur.

BcTraB Ha HOCOUKH, 5 3aTKHYJIA €My POT HOLETYEM. 3aIlyCTHIIA MMAJIbIBI
B €ro BOJIOCHI, IMPUXaJlAaCh BCEM TeEJIOM. JIOJDKEH K€ OH XOTh Ha YTO-TO
pearupoBats! Pec pacrepsiici Ha MrHOBEHBE, HO MHE 3TOrO OBLIO

NOCTaTOYHO — S YABOWJIA YCWJIMS, Hayaja pPacCTErMBarh €ro Kamsoll,
1[€JI0BaTh OCBOOOXK/ICHHYIO OT BOPOTA WIEH0, JIE3Th pyKamMu MoJl pyoaxy...
— Kaiiput, 4To Thl TBOPHIIb... — 3AIIMUIE] TOJyOOTNIa3blii, MBITAsICh

yIEPKUBATh MOU PYKH HA PACCTOSIHUU OT CTPATETMUYECKHU BAXKHBIX MECT.

— Jloka3biBato TeOe, 4TO HE JepKy Ha TeOs 3Jia, — OTPHIBASICh OT €ro
KOYKH, TIPOIIENTANA 51 U MOTSAHYJACh K Ty0aM, HO MEHSI PE3KO OTCTPaHUIIH, a
3aT€M U BOBCE OTTOJIKHYJIU.

— He nepxumib Ha MeHA 31a? — C KaKOM-TO CTPaHHOM SPOCTBIO
nopropui Pec. — Kakas ke TbI ele. ..

N oH pacTBOpwiICS B TIPOCTPAHCTBE, OCTAaBISAsl MEHA OJHY —
pacTpenanHyio, ¢ OCIIeHO CTydyallluM CEpAIeM M UCKPEHHUM HCIyTOM B
rmasax. ..



InaBa 14. Taiinbl CpeauMupbs

He 3Haro, CKONBKO MpOLIJIO BPEMEHW, IMOKA 5 CUAECTIA Ha KpPOBATH,
nonoOpaB moxa cedsi HOTH, U cMoTpena B creHy. CTpaHHOE Je0 — €CTh
COBCEM HE XOTEIO0Ch. MOXET, MOM OpPraHW3M TaMm, B PEAIbHOCTH, YXKE
BajsieTcss B OOMOpOKe, HO CO3HaHWE 3/IeCh, B KOKOHE, BCE €IIe
(GYHKUIHUOHUPYET — MYCTh U B PEKUME «OKHIAAHUS KOHIA», HO TEM HE
MEHEE. ..

Heckosbko "acoB s peduiekcupoBaia 1mo moBoay TOro, YTO s COBCEM
OJlHa U HHUKTO MEHs He 3amuTuT. [loToM nonro 3numnace Ha cebs — 4TO
MOKa3aja CBOKO CIAa0OCTh, pelIuB, OyATO BO MHE CTOJBKO XK€ OOastHUS U
HEOOBSICHIMOTO MarHeTH3Ma, CKOJIbKO B MO€H MaTepH, U MOBUCHYB Ha Pece
KaK Kakasi-To TyJsmas IeBka... /la, 3a 3TOT MOMEHT MHE OBLJI0O HECTEPITUMO
CTBIJHO. .. CIEAYIOLIUE Yaca TPH.

A 1OTOM £ TIepecTana BECTH OTCUET BPEMEHHU.

Korma Ha cTeHe MOSBWIOCH M300pakKeHUE 374aHUS Cyla, MOTHOCTHIO
3aroJIHEHHOTO HApOAOM, — s MOHsIIA, 4YTo Pec kakuMm-To 00pa3om mepeaact
MHE TO, 4YTO BUJUT caM. Tak s cMoIJia JIMIE3PETh BCE OOIIECTBEHHOE
CIyIlIaHWE, BKJIIOYaroliee B ceOsl jady IOoKa3zaHWil co cTtopoHbl Kaiiput
I>’bappo (o ma, I'perop Obul Hemompakaem), U KOPOTKHM OIPOC BCEX
M3TOEB 10 TIOBOTY COOBITHH, Tpon3omeamux B UepHoi Oamiae. .. B 3T0T-TO
MOMEHT § W IOHSAJA, YTO Mpourpaia. MHe Aanu sICHO MOHSATH: TENEPh — B
KaKylo Obl CTOPOHY sl HU METHYJAch — 5 MOBsI3aHA MO pPyKaM M HOTaM, U Ha
Moel coBecTu OynyT >ku3Hu Tatsl, I'pora, Hanu u Ily3ado. Beas Bce oHu B
OJIMH ToJIoC ToaTBepawin Bepcuro Kaitput-I'peropa o Tom, 4To OBIBIINIA
Maructp POBEeH yuacTBOBAJI B 3arOBOPE MPOTUB TEIOXPAHUTEIISI BIAIABIKU U
CaMoro UMIepaTopa.

Cam cenoBnachlil mpernojaBareib OblJ1 OOBUHEH BO BCEM, YTO TOJIHKO
MOHO MPHUAYMaTh, BKIIFOUAsl TECHBIE CBS3U C 3alPEIICHHOW HA TEPPUTOPUH
Cpenumupbsi cextort «YUucras 3emis»... K cioBy, 31ech OOBUHUTENN HE
COBpaju, S M caMma Jorajgainacb, 4ro POBEH — CEKTaHT, COIOCTaBUB
CKa3aHHO€ MM C IJa3y Ha IJla3 U HOBYI HMH(OPMAIUIO, TOJYYECHHYIO OT
Hanu. Mernkasi, B CBOrO o4epelib, BCe OOIIECTBEHHOE CIIyIIAaHUE HE CBOJMIIA
ma3 ¢ ['peropa, CIOBHO 4yBCTBYS, UTO CO MHOW 4YTO-TO HE Tak... Korma
IIpaByro Pyky Hmmeparopa NOMHOCTHIO OINPAaBAAIM IO I'POMOITIACHBIE



arIoJIMCMEHTHI U JIMKYIOUTUNA KPUK TOJIMBI BO CJaBy Biajblku CpequMUpbs,
IPYIIy M3rO€B BBIBEIM W3 3ajla U KyAa-TO OTIPABWIM TOJI KOHBOEM,
00BSIBUB, YTO UX CyAbOa OTHBIHE B pykax mmrieparopa. [locne yero Pec
nepecran nepenaBaTh MHE KAPTUHY MPOUCXOASIIEr0, BHOBb OCTaBHUB
HAEJIMHE C TSHKEJIBIMHA MBICIISIMU. . .

Kpaem co3nanusi s moHMMaia: HET JIYYIIEro crnoco0a 3aTKHYTh MHE
pot. Tenepb, ecnu s peury BbICTYIIUTh TPOTUB [peropa ¢ Bepcuern PoBeHna
«VMmmiepaTop u BeCh €ro poj — 3JI0/IEH U y3ypHaTopbl», — U3TOU TEPBBIMU
oTnpaBsATcs Ha 1axy. Hy, 3To B TOM ciydae, €CiM MEHs 1O KaKOW-TO
MPUYUHE OTCIOJIa BBIMYCTIT M OTHPABSAT JOMOM — O HaWBHBIE MEUTHI U
JIEBUYBU TPE3HI. ..

CamMoe yXaCHO€ — YTO MHE HEYEro IMPOTHUBONOCTABUTH BCEU ATOM
IpEBHEW, KaK MHp, MPOTHUBIIECH M3HYTpU cucteme! Moil eIMHCTBEHHBIN
KO3bIpb — KPOBb MO€Ero otua. M ecnu s cMOry CToATh O KOHIIA Ha CBOEH
MO3UIIMK 3aKOHHOMN HACIEAHUIIBI, TO Y PEOST, BOBMOXKHO, MOSBUTCS IIAHC. ..
a Belb S Jaja UM OOCIIaHHWE, YTO CMOTY BBITAIIMTh WX W3 BCEH ATOM
3aBapyIIKU KUBBIMU U HEBPEIUMBIMHU. . .

S cama B3s1a Ha ceOsi OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a YYXKHME KW3HU. S cama
penmia MOCTaBUTh KPECT HA MPUHIUIIE «S OJUHOYKA, 0 JIPYTHMX MHE HET
nena». UTo x, Ternepb nopa 0TBEYaTh 32 CBOE PEIICHUE. . .

I'maBHOE — HE 3aChINATh. ..

S nomkHa nepxKaThCs... I yKe MpoaepxKaiach OOJbIIE CYTOK. ..

Pec mpoBen B cBoem kokoHe Oojbiie necsatd jer! U mycth oH ObLI
JUIIEH paccydka, s HEe MoajamMcs Ha MOJIbOy COOCTBEHHOI'O CO3HAaHHS O
MUHYTE TIOKOSI... sl HE 3aKpOK0 IJIa3... KTO 3HAET, YTO CO MHOM MOTYT
caenarb, oKa s CIuTo?.. Sl HaXoXKyCh B MHpE, IJi€ JCHCTBYIOT HEBEIOMBIC
MHE 3akoHbl. [loaTomy Oe3omnacHee OyneT KOHTPOJIUPOBATH CceOSI U BCHO
OKPY>KaIOI[y0 0OCTaHOBKY — IMOKa €CTh CHJIBL. ..

A cun BCe€ MEHBIIE... C KaKJIOW CEeKyHIOH... A ele — TJae-TO Ha
YTOJIKE CO3HAHUSI — HAYMHAET PACTH MMaHUKA, YTO MEHSI HUKOTAA OTCHO/Ia HE
BBITyCTAT. Hukorma. D10 camblii mpocToil crmocod u30aBUTHCS OT
poOJIEMHOM HACJIEIHUITBI. Xa0C... MEHSI MOTYT OCTaBUTH 3JI€Ch HaBcer/a!
Ha 510y BeICTYNMII MOT, a cep/iie 3a0UIoch vaiiie. A 4To, €CJIM 51 CUXKY 3/1eCh
yke Oosblie Mecsiia? A ecnu — Oonblie roga?..

Crpax ckoBan Bce Teno. S momxHa BbeiOparbesi otcrogal! Ilpsimo
cetivac! ITocMoTpeB Ha COOCTBEHHBIC JIAOHU, S TOHSJIA: €CIIM OHU Ccerdac
HE TPOBEAYT 3apsll, dTO MOpajibHO yObeT MeHs. CamMa He 3ameTuia, Kak



Hayaja MEJIKO APOXKAaTh... MOTOMY MPOIMYCTUIA TOT MOMEHT, KOIJla CTE€HA
nepes; MOMMU TJla3aMu TOXKE 3aBUOpupoBaia. 1o ramwmonuHanus? Wnm
MEHS TPSICET HACTOJIBKO, UTO. ..

Korma B cnemyromuii MOMEHT KOMHaTa oOpesia Kpackw, B YIJax
nosiBUjach MeOenb, a B OKHax — CBET, JO MEHs JONUIO: 3TO He
rajurroniuHarus! MeHst BRIOpOCHIIO B peaibHOCTBD!

OuryTuB pe3kuid CriasM B JKHBOTE, S CO CTOHOM MOATSHYJIA HOTM K
rpynud. Moe Teo Jiexxkano Ha KpoBaTH B 1o3e SMOpHOHA, B TOJIOBE T'yEN0, a
BHYTPU BCE€ CKPYTWJIOCHh OT TOJIOJIa M >KaXJbl — U MPU ITOM OYKBaJIbHO
3BEHEJIO OT YyBCTBA HAMIOJIHEHHOCTH MOCJIE AOJITON MyCTOTHI.

CroH copBaJcs ¢ Ty0 cam 1o cede... 1 HE B COCTOSIHUU BBIHOCUTH 3Ty
IBITKY Oe3 3ByKa!

B mokou ObICTpO BOILIN JIBE CITY>KaHKHU, TOMOTJIN MOAHITHCS U JJOBEIH
no ybopHoii. S uyBcTBOBama cebsi BbDKATOM MOpPAIbHO, 00E€CCHUIIEHHOM,
y>KacHO cJ1abo¥ 1 aOCOJIFOTHO JIe30pUeHTUpOBaHHOM. M Xy»ke Bcero To, 4to
MOHMMAJIa: cervac NpPUAET KTO-TO U3 HUX — & OHU HE JOJLKHBI BUIETh MEHSA
B TakoM coctosiHuu! [loTomy s mepecTaBiisia HOTH, ONHPASCh HA IJICUH
CIIy>KaHOK, BEpHYJIach B TIOKOM, C TPYJIOM 3a0pajiach OOpaTHO B MOCTEJIb U
MONBITANIACh BIUTH B ¢€0s OyIbOH, IPUHECEHHBIN KEM-TO U3 MPUCITYTH.

A no cux mop He 3HaNa, Kak CJIeIyeT BECTH ce0sl ¢ HACIETHUKOM, HO B
OJTHOM TE€Mepb YBEpPUJIACh TOYHO: BCS MOSI MPEXKHSS JUHUS TOBEICHUS,
OCHOBaHHAs Ha SMOIUAX U O€3pacCyIHBIX MOCTYIMKaX, Obu1a HEBEepHO. OHa
Y TIPUBEJIA MEHS CHOJIA.

Sl cama BUHOBATa B TOM, IJI€ HAX0KYCh U B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM. . .

DTO HE JNOJIKHO MOBTOPUTHLCS. bosblile HUKOT/A.

[Topa yunThCsi Ha CBOMX OLIMOKAX.

N, kaxercs, 1 HAKOHEN TOTOBA pPACHPOIIAThCSI CO BCEMHU CBOWMU
(daHTa3usIMH HACYET CUACTIMBOM JIMYHOM KU3HHU.

A emie — BcnomHuUTh, uto Kailiput [[3’bappo Bcerma ocrtaBaiach
CHJILHOM W HE3aBHUCUMOH, 4YTo Obl ¢ HeW Hum mnpoucxoauno. OHa He
cloMajach, KOrja IMOHsAJA, YTO OT Hee HM30aBUIIUCh, KaK OT HEHY)KHOTO
Marepualia, cocljiaB B IIIyXyto jJepeBHI0. OHa cymena cOexarb U yCTPOUTHCS
B CTOJIUIIE, CTAaB y4Y€HHUIIEH macTepa ApeBHHX pyH. OHa He Bbljana ceos,
KOIJIa €€ MOMMAJIM 3aKOHHUKH, OHA MOCTYIWJIA B aKaAeMHIO JJapKCTOyH, OHA
CIUUIOTHJIA BOKPYT C€0s1 U3rO€B U CMOIIIa OCBOOOIUTH U3 3aToueHus [IpaByto
Pyky Umneparopa.

A He Oondrcna 3a6vb16ame 0 Mom, KMo 5 eCb.



U s nHe pommkHa mnogmaBaTbesd HSMoOUIM. Mosg cmia B MoeH
caepkaHHocTU. Tak ObLIO BCer/a.

Pec 3a0pan MO0 yBEPEHHOCTh BMECTE C BHYTPEHHUM CIIOKOMCTBHEM,
HO OH HE MOT 3a0paTh MO BHYTPEHHHI CTEP)KEHb: 51 caMa corHyna ero. 1
TElephp HacTaja T1opa BEpHYTh cebe TMPEeKHIOK CTOWKOCTh U
HENpoOUBAEMOCTb.

Tonpko Takass KallpuT CMOXET NMPOTUBOCTOSTH [peropy, BIaabIKe U
Bcemy CpenuMupbIo — eciii oTpedyercs!

Tak 4TO S MPOITIOTUIA COACPKUMOE JIOKKH M TYT K€ HAMOJHWIA €€
BHOBb. MHe HyxHbI cuibl. Korna Pec BbiOpasncs U3 cBOEro KOKoHa, OH He
MpOCTO CTOsLT HA Horax. OH pa3pymunn 3amuTHuka Hanu u Hanaim Ha MeHs..
OH HU OTHUM JIBMKEHUEM U HU OJHUM >KECTOM HE BBIJAJI CBOEH YCTAJIOCTH.
W mycTh ero teno ObUIO MOTPY)KEHO B CTA3UC, B OTIWYHE OT MOETO, s IO
CPaBHEHUIO C HHM — H3HEKCHHBIM JOMAIHUK UBETOYEK. MHe maxe
CMOTPETD U CIBIIIATH OOJIBHO!

VYOpaB Ha CTONUWK 4almiKy ¢ OyJabOHOM, s TOAHsUIach Ha Horu. Cama.
[Tomomma k 3epkany. I[locmorpena Ha cBoe OTpakeHUE € OJIETHOBATHIM
IBETOM JIMIIa, C MEIIKAMU TOJ1 IJIa3aMHU U OTCYTCTBUEM KaKOro-n0o OJiecka
B 3TUX CaMbIX IIa3ax... Hert, Tak He MOWUaeT.

[IpeomoneBast cebs, OTOpaBUIACh YMBIBaThCA, 3aTeM I[103Baja
CIIy’)KaHOK M MOJIYa yKa3ajia Ha roJioBy. MHe chenany Takyr OpUYEeCKy, YTO
KOJKa Jinila OyKBaJIbHO HATAHYJIACh Ha uepern. Ha numax ciyxaHoK dyuTacs
y)Xac, Ha MoeM — yOoiHas pemuTeabHOCTh. Kaxkawlii pa3, kak onHa u3
JIEBYIIEK TbITAJaCh OCIA0MTh HATSHKEHUE BOJIOC, S CYXO IPOM3HOCHIIA:
«Tyxe». Jlemo He B TOM, 4YTO s MAa30XHCTKa, a B TOM, 4YTO MOIJa
COCPEIOTOUUTHLCS HAa 3TOM OOJIM U OTBJIEYb C€0sl OT BCETO OCTAJIBLHOTO.

To »e camoe mpoU30IIIO U € TIaTheM, I[IBET KOTOPOro s OcTaBuia 0e3
KOMMEHTApHUEB: C 3aXBAaTYUKAMHM HE CIHOpAT. Sl mompocwia Tak Tyro
3alIHYPOBAaTh KOPCET, UTO MPUCITYKHULIBI €]Ba HE TUIAKAJIM, BBIIOJIHSIS MO0
poChOy.

OHM HE TNOHMMaIW, 4YTO O3THMHU «3BEPCTBAMW» IIOMOTAIM MHE
CIIPABUTHCS C BHYTPEHHEHN CJIa00CThIO U KEJTaHUEM 3a0UThCS TOJT OSSO U
HOCY HE MOKa3bIBaTh /10 KOHIIA CBOEH ku3HU. [la, HOBasg Kailput Beimisgena
HACTOSIIEH XOJOIHOW MPUHIIECCOU B YAUBUTEIHHO CTPOTOM OEJIOM ILIaThe
C DIYXAM BOPOTOM, PACHIMTHIM AparoneHHbIMU HUTAMHU. Ho 3a Bcen sTon
OpoHel mpomoibKalia CKPhIBaThCS OOWIKEHHAs W WCIyTaHHas JEBYINKa,
JIMILICHHAs CIIMHBI, 32 KOTOPOM MOYKHO CIIPATAThCA... JIMIIEHHAS IJIe4Ya, Ha



KOTOPO€ MOXKHO OIEpPEThCS... JIMIICHHAs OJMU3KUX U POJIHBIX JIIONEH, K
KOTOPbIM MOXHO 0O0paruthecs... W BbIOpOllleHHass B BOAbl HMHTPUT
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO JABOPIIA.

Ho, monararo, B Ka)JI0M YEJIOBEKE CHJIUT ATOT MaJECHBKHI pPEOCHOK,
TaK 4TO CTBIIMUTHCSA HEUYETO — ITIaBHOE, YTOOBI B IIporiecce 0OPhOBI OT MEHS
HE OCTaJIach OJIHA JIUIIb OPOHS. ..

W, koHEeYHO, HUKTO U3 T€X, KTO Oy/IeT Ha MEHS CMOTPETh, HUKOTAAa HE
YBUJIUT MoOMX 00ua u crtpaxoB. OHuU OynyT BuaeTh Jmimib Ty Kaiipur,
KOTOPYIO S UM TIOKaXYy.

VYBepeHHy10 B ce0e U 3HAIONIYIO CBOU MyTh.

OTnycTUB CIy’KaHOK, S MpOBEJa PYKOW MO MIAJKO 3a4€CaHHBIM B
TYT'yI0 TMPUYECKY BOJOCaM, NPUKpbUIAa IJa3a... M PEHIUTEIbHO HX
pacnaxnyna. [loroMy kak B MOKO ABepb Bouiea [perop, BO BCEM CBOEM
HACJICTHOM OJIeCKe.

Bech ero Buja ucTrodan YBEPEHHOCTh M CHWIIY, a B3IISI[ BHYIIAJ
KeJaHue TacTh HUI| U MOJYUHUTHCS. BOT TOJIBKO MHE MOYEMY-TO BIIEPBBIC
HE CTpallHO ObLIO HAa HEro CMOTpeTh. HanpoTus, s 4yBCTBOBajia KaKyr-TO
BHYTPEHHIOI CBOOOIY OT BO3MOXKHOCTH TaK MPOCTO JIMIE3PETh €ro mnepen
coboit. [la, oH 3amupan MeHsS B KOKOHE, OH JIraJl MHE, OOMaHbIBaJ JIIOICH,
OTIPABUI MOK MaTh B TEMHHUILY, — HO TEHEpb sl XOTS Obl MOHUMAJIa €ro
MOTHBBL.

OHn u30aBIssICsA OT BCEX MPEMATCTBUN HA MTyTH K TPOHY.

OH yxe He ObUI TeM «3araJOo4HbIM HACJICTHUKOMY, KOTOPBIM ITyTal
MEHS CBOMMH HE MEHEE 3arajJo4yHbIMM peYaMud U BBOAWI B CTYIIOP
CTpPaHHBIMHU MPE/TIOKCHUSIMU.

Teneps, Korja st 3Haja €ro 1elib, s MOHsJIa OJAHY MPOCTYIO BElllb: OH
TOke OouTCA. TOJNIBKO CKPBIBAET 3TO HAMHOIO JIyUllle, YeM . A 3TO 3HAYUT,
YTO MHE BIIOJIHE IO CUJIaM C HUM TSTaThCHl.

[lonusiB mOmOOpPOMOK, sI TOCMOTpeNia Ha Opariia OTCTPaHEHHBIM
B3IJISIJIOM:

— MHe 11o31paBUTh Bac, Balle BbICOUYECTBO?

['perop mpumrypuiicss 1 OKMUHYJ MEHS HOBBIM, 00Jie€ BHUMATEIbHBIM
B3IJISIJIOM.

— IlpusnHaroch, HajesIcs 3acTaTh TEOS 3aMOTAHHOW B MPOCTBHIHIO U
OyHTyIOIIE MpOTHB O€JI0ro miarhbs, — 3aMETUI OH Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
CEKYH]I.

Kax s yxe ropopuia. ..



— C 3axBaTyuKaMu HE CIIOPSAT, — IPOU3HECA, HE MIEJIOXHYBIIUCH.

— Ilomarato, 4TO 3aXBaT4MK — 3TO 5?7 — C JIETKOM YIBIOKOM CIPOCHII
HACJICJTHUK.

— Bbl o0Oemanu ycTpouTh MHE BCTPEUy C UMIIEPATOPOM, — HAIIOMHHMIIA
CyXO.

U BHOBB [ perop 3aayMmunBO OIISIAET MEHS. . .

— S momMHIO O CBOMX CJOBaXx. Tbl BCTPETHUIILCS C MOUM OTIIOM. A
ceiuac s Aymaro pas3Biedb TeOs JErko 3KcKypcueu mo asopiy. — M oH
MPEJIOAKUIT MHE CBOM JIOKOTb.

BbpoBs. Tosbko OPOBH JepHYIACh HA MOEM JIUIIE.

— BrI npenaraete MHE 3KCKYPCHIO, 11€J1b KOTOPOIl. ..

— Tlo3HakoMHTH ceCTpHIly C €€ OyaymuM JOMOM... KOHEYHO, €CIH K
KOHILY JHSI €€ HE TOKMHET KEJIaHUE CTAHOBUTHCS 3aKOHHOUW HACIEIHULIEH, —
CTpPaHHO OTBETUJI [ perop co cToJb ke CTPAaHHOM YIIBIOKOM.

51 B3sina ero noj pyky, 1 Mbl BMECTE BBIIUIM U3 MOHX ITOKOEB.

— Kcraru, TBOM npy3bs 37ech, BO ABOpIie. Jlymaro npeaocTaBUTh BaM
BpeMsl IS OOIIEHUS. .. — MPOTSHYJ HACIEIHUK, YeM BBI3BAJI €Ile OOJIbIlee
HEJIOYMEHHE.

— Buxy, Bbl TBepAO YBEpEHBI, UYTO 5 OTKAXYChb OT CTaryca
HACJICHUIIBI, pPa3 JeIaeTe MHE MOAOOHBIC OMODKCHHS, — 3aMeTHia s 0e3
AMOLIMH.

— DTO HE OOJKEHUS, CECTPUIIA.

[loBepHyB K HEMy TOJIOBY, § KJaja MPONOJDKEHUS (pas3bl, HO
HACJICJTHUK JakKe HE TOoyMaJl 3aKaHYUBATh MBICIIb.

— OOeneHHBIN 3a7, — POBHO IPOU3HEC OH, OTKpPHIBAasl MEPEIO MHOU
JIBEPHU.

S mocmorpena Ha Ooraroe yOpaHCTBO MOMEIIEHHS 0€3 0co0oro
WHTEpeca, BHYTPb 3aX0UTh HE CTaJIa, IIArHyB JajbllIe.

— DT0 BBl OBUIM B IPUEMHOM KOMMCCHH, a HE Balll OTEIl, BEpHO? —
CIIPOCHJIA, KaK TOJIBKO 3aJ1 OCTAJICS MO3au.

— [Touemy TbI Tak pemmna’?

— BrI Bnageere Marueit wyutto3un. 10 peayaniinni gap.

— Thl monaraenib, YTO UMIIEPATOP HE BIAAEET MOJOOHOW CUIOWU? — C
YCMEIIIKOW YTOYHWJI HACHEIHUK, OTKpbhIBas oOuepeHble JBepu, U 0e3
MHTOHAIMW NPOBO3MIACKIIL: — 3aJl 3aCEIaHU M.

Kakoe yOoroe Ha3Banue. JIFOOOMBITHO, KTO 3]I€Ch 3acedaet?
OuepenHbie MAPUOHETKH €TI0 BBICOYECTBA?..



— 5 He 3HaAKW, KakoW CUJIOM BJAJEET UMIIEPATOpP, — 3aMETUIIA
CIIPaBEIJIMBOCTH PAJIH.

— Takol, Kakyt0 Thl U MPEJICTABUTH HE B CUJIAX, — COBEPIICHHO MPOCTO
npousHec ['perop u 3akpbll IBEPH.

S He cTala KOMMEHTHUPOBATh €r0 CIIOBA.

— Kcraru, moyemMy HMMEHHO YEpHBIA LBET? — CHPOCHI OH C €/Ba
YJIOBUMBIM JTFOOOTIBITCTBOM.

OT HEOXHJTAaHHOCTU BOIPOCA S HE cpazy cooOpasmiia, YTO OTBETHUTh.
[TocmoTpernia Ha TOIOA CBOEro O€JIOro IIaThs, MOMOPIIUIACH OT SIPKOCTH
[IBETA U POBHO CKa3aJa:

— He 3narw. Ckosibk0 MOMHIO ce0si B JIETCTBE, MaTh BCErJla HOCHUJA
yepHoe. HaBepHoe, s xoTena OBITH MOXOXKEH Ha HEE... a CO BPEMEHEM
MPUBBIYKA HOCUTh TOJIBKO 3TOT LIBET BHEIACH B MO3T.

— Tebe HEKOMBOPTHO B OEIOM? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS HACJICAHUK, HO S
OCTaBWJia €ro BoOIpoc ©0e3 orBeTa. IT0 ke oueBUAHO. CMBICT
crpamuBarb? — TBOsSI MaTh Hajena Ha ce0s YepHOE B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJia
yMep Mot asaad. M ¢ Tex mop otnaBajna npearnoyTeHUe TOIbKO TOMY IBETY.

[Torpsicenne. DTO CIOBO YETYE BCErO MOMKET OXapPaKTEPU30BATH MOE
COCTOSIHUE B 3Ty CEKYH]Y.

Ona HaCTOJIBKO JIFOOMIIA er0?..

Nnu oHa MOXOpPOHWJIA BMECTE C HHM BO3MOXHOCTH pPaJiOBAThCs
KU3HU?..

OTO U CTajg0 NPUYMHOW TOrO, B KAKOE€ PABHOAYIIHOE UYIOBHIIE OHA
IIPEBPATUIIACH?..

— Bam gsad... — npousHecna si OTCTPAHEHHO, — OH JEWCTBUTEIBHO
ymep?

I'perop ocTaHOBUIICSA U MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE.

— Tlouemy TBI cnpammBaemb 00 3ToM? — XOJOMHBIM TOH, M B3IVISJ
HACTOJILKO KOJIFOUHH, UTO MEHS ITpoOpai 03HOO.

— Sl... 4 He 3HaK BCEW CUJIbl HACJIEIHUKOB HUMIIEPATOPCKOro poja...
BJIIPYT OH...

— YT0 — BOIIIEN B MPOXOA U OCTAJICS KUB? — PE3KO 3aKOHYMJI 32 MEHS
I'perop, npuiypUBIIKCE.

CrucHyB 3yObl, s nporotuia U 3To. CCOpUTHCS C HACIEIHUKOM HE
BXOJIUJIO B MOM TIJIAHBI.

— DTO JUlIb NPEANOIIOKEHUE, — OTBETUIIA POBHBIM T'OJI0COM, HE OTBOJIS
OT HEro IJa3, — BE€Jlb B MOMX CHJIAX OTKPBIBATh MMOPTAJIbl B MUp Xaoca.



— W 1B mymaemp, 4TO, MOMAB B CHUTYAIMIO, OMACHYIO ISl YKU3HH,
CMOXEIIIb OTKPBITh MOPTAJBYMK M CcOEXaTh B HIKHUW MUP? — TOJHSB
OpOBb, C KAKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM BBIpAKEHHEM Ha Julle yTounui ['perop.

HanpsbxkenHo momuy. [la, ObuiM y MEHSI TAKHME MBICTIH. . .

— Boxe... aTo OyneT mpoiie, 4em s Tymai, — MOCMOTPEB MOYEMY-TO Ha
ITIOTOJIOK, CKa3aJjl HACJEAHHUK, 3aT€M CXBATUJI MEHS 3a PYKY U CTPEMUTEIBHO
HaIlpaBWJICS BIIEPE]I.

— Kyna Mbl ugeM? — crapasich, 4TOObI T0JIOC 3By4Yall HE BCTPEBOKEHHO
U YK TeM 0oJiee He HEPBO3HO, CIIPOCHIIA S

3a0cTpATh BHUMaHHE Ha ero «0oke» a4 He crana. Ilycte sra kapra
OCTAHETCS B PyKaxX — JI0 MTOPbI 4O BPEMEHHU.

— B mokon mumaamiero Haciaeaanka, — Opocw ['perop uepes miedo.

— K maneimy TonnGepry?.. — yIuMBIGHHO BBIJOXHYJA 5, BCIIOMUHAS,
41O ¢ Oparom I'peropa nmpounsoliia Kakas-T0 O4eHb HEXOPOIIasi UCTOPHUSI, U3-
3a KOTOPOM UMIIEPATOP U PELINII BBI3BOJIUTH Peca.

Ha Hero 06bU10 COBepIlIeHO HanaJeHue.

— K Hemy camomy.

Hacnennuk 3aBepHyi 3a yrou, Bomien B cteny (HTO?! Ho s Bomnuia B
ATOT CKPBITHIA Marveu Mpoxoji BCJEJ 32 HUM) U OBICTPO CITYCTHJICS IO
JIECTHULIE.

W BOT MBI y’k€ MUAMCS 10 CEKPETHOMY XOAY MHMO CaMbIX Pa3HbIX IO
dbopMe OKOH, BHIOMTHIX B CTEHAX M BEAYIIUX... BO BCE KOMHAThl MIEPBOTO
JTaxa.

— Ho xak?.. — EnBa Hayana Bompoc, A0 MeHs gouuio: — OkHa TOxe
CKPBITbI Maruem!

— EcrecTBeHHO.

— 3aueM BaM CJIEQUTh 3a BallUMH NOAYMHEHHBIMU? Pa3Be He
NOCTAaTOYHO OJHOW KIIATBBI BEPHOCTH, KOTOPYKO OHU BCE MPOU3HOCIT? —
YIHUBJIEHHO CIPOCUJIA .

— KnatBy MOKHO OOONTH — €ClIi CHUJIIbHO MOCTaparbCsi, — YCMEXHYIICS
HacleqHUK. — Bor Tebe mnepBbIi ypOK MpaBiCHUSA, CECTPHUIA: €CIIH
HaJlyMaelllb CTaTh HACJIEAHUIICH, BCET/a IOMHU: BOKPYT Te€Osl OJHU Bparu.

— Tak MOXHO 10 CTapOCTH HE JOKHUTh U CBUXHYTHCS OT MMapaHOWHU, —
3amMeTusIa 5 CyXO.

— Tl gymaenb, YTO MPABUTH JIFOABMH — TaK npocTto? [lomaraens, 4to
BCE TBOW TMOJYMHEHHbIC OYyAyT IOTOJIOBHO TBOMMHU COIO3HUKAMU U
€AMHOMBIIUICHHUKaMu? — [')perop naxe He yA0CTOWII MEHS B3IVISIOM, JIMIIIb



3amaran Oeictpee. — HauBHoe co3manue. Bee, ko Oyner 1e0s OKpy*kaTh,
Bcerna OyayT enaTh 3aHsATh TBO€ MecTO. M He BaKHO, HACKOJIBKO OHH
JOCTOWHBI, I[JABHOE i1 HUX — 3TO BiacTe. OHM ee xaxayT. U He
OCTAHOBATCA HU IEpe] YeM B NOMBITKE AOOBITH XOTS Obl KpyHHIly 3TOU
BJIACTHU.

— YeM BBI OTIIMYAETECH OT HUX? — CIIPOCHIIA S IPSMO.

['perop pe3ko 0CTaHOBUIICS.

— B ommume OT HUX, MBI HE WHCHOJIB3YEM CBOIO CHIYy JJis
YIOBJIIETBOPEHUSI COOCTBEHHBIX HHUYTOXKHBIX JKEJAHWW, — OTBETUJ OH
CIIOKOWMHO, TUITHOTU3UPYS MEHS B3IVISIOM.

— Ho BBI He myckaeTe HUKOTro Ha cBoe Mecto. OTKyda BaM 3HATh, YTO
BCE OCTAJIbHBIC — HEIOCTOMHBIE? — COBEPIIEHHO CEPhE3HO CIPOCHIIA Sl

Ha ryGax I'peropa pactsHymnack o4eHb CTpaHHas yiabIOKa.

— Manenbkas HauBHas Kaiipur... — OH HakKJIOHWICA KO MHE U
MEJIJIEHHO MTPOU3HEC B CAMOE JIMIO, 3aCTABJISIA 3aTauTh AbixaHue: — Hukro
JAPYroi HE CIIPaBUTCA C 3TOU POJIbIO.

Hukro npyroi... BEIXOAUT — U s TOXKE.

Hy koneuno! OH e cpasy Jajl IOHATh: K BEYEPY 1 OTKAXKYCh OT CBOUX
NpUTSA3aHui Ha TpoH. OH HU CEKYHJIbl HE BepWII B MO0 cuiry. Ho ipu aTom
s 4yBCTBOBaja: I perop He 3amyruBaji MeHs cneuuainbHo. OH TOBOPHII, Kak
ectb. 1 4TO-TO MHE TOACKa3bIBaiO, 4TO TalHbl CpeauMHpbs — HAMHOTO
CTpallHee, YeM 51 Mory ce0e IpeCTaBUTh.

— CkaxkuTe, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, €CIIA I'PY3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH TAK BEJIHUK
— [OYeMY BBl HE XOTUTE MOJEIUThCA 3TOM HHpOpMalUe C BalluMU
NOJJaHHBIMU?  YBepeHa, JKeNalIlIMX 3aHsATh Balle MECTO  Cpaszy
noyoaBUTCA, — CKa3ajla HETPOMKO, MOCKOJIbKY ['perop Bce ele Haxoauics B
OIACHOU OJIM30CTH OT MEHSI.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi HacieIHHK MOJ4al, a 3aTeéM MEIJIEHHO IOKaJall
rOJI0BOM, NPUKPHIB 71433, U OTCTYIIHIL.

— Tet He xaxembcss MHe mynou, Kaifput. XoTs TeOs mopoil u
3aHOCHUT... HO 3TO KpPOBb OTIIA U KPOBb Xaoca, BiUTas B TeOs emie [0
POXKJEHUSI, — HECICIIHO MPOU3HEC OH, MM HAa MEHS CBEPXYy BHU3. —
[TosTomy s pacckaxky Tede 000 BCeM — HO CHadaJia Thl JJOJDKHA J1aTh KIISITBY.

— Tak kpoBb Xaoca JACHCTBUTENBHO BJIUSET Ha JtoAeH? — OBICTPO
nepecrpocuia s, 4yBCTBYsl, Kak cepALe 3a0MI0Ch Yallle.

— A xny, — Hanomuwui ['perop.



— A KaKy UMEHHO KJIATBY? — YTOYHMUJIA S... HOTOMY YTO HE MOIJIA HE
YTOUYHUTb.

— Kaiiput! — HaciieTHUK TOBBICUII TOJIOC, MU'y MEHS TYT K€ MOSIBUIOCH
KEJTAHUE CMUPEHHO OITYCTUTH TOJIOBY.

— 4 xnaHych He pasmiamark TaHbl Cpenumupbsi. — M kKak TOJBKO
TSDKENIBIM TPECC TEepecTall JAaBUTh HA IUICYM, MOJHsIA TOJOBY. — Bl
o0sasjaeTe HEBEPOSITHOM CUIIOM.

— W KakoBBbI TBOM YMO3AKJIFOYEHHUS IO ITOMY IMOBOAY? — YCMEXHYICS
HACJICTHUK.

— YT0 BBI ¥ €CTh UMIIEPATOP, — HA CBOU CTPaAx U PUCK BbINAIUIA .

Tonbko OH cnocoO€H Tak MOAABIATH BOJIO... HACIEAHUK IPOCTO HE
MOYKET 00J1a4aTh TAKOU BJIACTHIO!

— 4 He mmmneparop, Kanput. Xotda B 4eM-TO ThI npasa. S BBIOJIHSIIO
OOJBIIMHCTBO €ro obs3aHHOCTeN. — KpuBas ynbiOKka, MOsSBUBIIASICS HA €r0
ry0ax, BbIHYJIUJIa MEHS UCITYyTaHHO CTJIOTHYTh.

— BBl 4TO-TO cAaenanu ¢ HUM, 1a? — BBIPBAJIOCH PaHBIIIE, YEM S yCIIEIIa
MOAyMaTh.

— OH xuB. 1 g1 HMYETrO ¢ HUM HE JAenajl, — KOPOTKO oTBeTun [perop,
JIMLIO KOTOPOTO ITOYEMY-TO ITOTEMHEIIO.

A 10 MEHs IOUUIO: S ONATh TOBOPIO TO, UYTO AYyMAar), MUHYS CTaJIHIO
«OCMBICIIEHUD». TO %Ke caMOe CO MHOM TBOPWIIOCH B HAIILY IIEPBYIO BCTPEUY
B KaOMHETe peKTopa — Torma s Bbigaia [peropy Bce CBOM JIOTAIKU U
3amofgo3pwia €ro B HCHOJB30BAHUMU  KAKOM-TO  CTPAHHOM  CHJIBI,
BBIHY)KJIalOIIe coOecelHrKa TOBOPUTH MpaBay... A BKyNE€ CO BCEM
M3BECTHOU NOroBopkou «HacnenHuky BpaTh HENIB3SD. ..

— Bb1 obnamaere cwioi, BaM HE NpeIHA3HAYEHHOW, — OTCTYNHUB Ha
MAJICHBKMI IIAXKOK, MpOM3HEcHa 1 TuUxo. — ECTh 3embs, QypmaHsue
MBICJIY, HO 3TO COBCEM JPYTOE. ..

— DTO KpOBb HUMIIEparopa, — MOsicHWI [perop, gaxe He Aymas
OTPULATH WJIM HAIla1aTh HA MEHS C LEJbI0 YCTPAHEHUS CBUICTENS.

—Ho o=H...

— He mnonp3yercs srtoit cunoii? BepHo. Y Hero apyrue 3a00Thl. —
HaciemHuK BHOBB 3aXBaTWJI MO PYKY M CTPEMUTEIBHO IOIIEN BOEPEN. —
Mps1 ¢ ToOOM OTONUIM OT MIaBHOW Tembl. KaxkeTcsi, Thl XOTeja CUTaHyTh B
CBOM TOpTajJl — MOPSIMHUKOM K PY4YHBIM MOHCTpam u3 Xaoca? U paxe
MPEIOI0KUIA, YTO TBOM OTEI] HE yMEp, KOrha YIIEN B IPOXOI MEXIY
MHUpaMH?



OH BIOpYT PE3KO OCTAHOBWJICA IE€PE]l OTPOMHBIM OKHOM, 3aTE€M MPOBEI
Mepell HAM PYKOHM, SIBHO CHUMAsi MarMu4eCKWi MOJIOT, W IIArHYyJd BHYTPb,
3aCTaBUB MEHS CJIENIaTh TO K€ CaMoe.

Mbl okazanmuch B... Jgerckoi! S ocmorpenack. KomHara Oblia
JOBOJILHO CJ1a00 OCBEIEHA, TTO3TOMY OLICHUTHh YOPAHCTBO sl HE MOIJIa, KaK
HU cTapajiach. EAMHCTBEHHOE, 4YTO cpazy OpoCWIOCh B IJaza, — 3TO
UTPYIIKH, pa30pOCaHHbIE MO MOy, U MATKUE My(QUKH, CBAJICHHBIE B OJHY
Ky4dy MpSAMO y 3aMaCKUPOBAHHOTO OKHa.

— TonnGepr, — Herpomko mo3Ban I'perop, MpojoiKasi CKUMATH MO0
PYKY, — BBIMH, IO3I0POBAKCS CO CBOEU JBOKOPOIHON CECTPHULIEH.

Sl 3aBeprena ronoBOM, HO HE BHUJIENIA MaJbIIA-NPUHIEA, KOTOPOMY
cervac JI0JKEH UJITH YETBEPTHIN TOf. . .

EnBa pa3znuuuMbiil 3ByK, PAKTUYECKU HE3AMETHOE I71a3y JBUKECHUE —
W W3 TEHU yIVa BBIIIEN peOCHOK, 00eMMH pPyKaMH MpHXKUMash K TPyau
OOJIBIIIOTO TOJIOTO MyTICa.

Sl HemPOU3BOJILHO 3aKphLIa POT JIAJOHBIO.

— bparuk, no3nakombcsi — 310 Kaiiputr. Hama cectpeHka, — ¢
HEOXXUJIAHHOM TEIUIOTOW NpOU3HEC Iperop, 4yTh HAKIOHSACH K Majbllly.
3aremM MOBEPHYJICS KO MHE U Tuxo Ao0aBui: — He myraii pedenka. BoiiaBu
13 ce0s XOTh 3BYK.

— IlpuBetr, Tommbepr, — ckaszama 5, BIECNHBIIUCH B JIAJOHb
HACJICIHUKA. .. ¥ NS HAa MAJICHBKOTO IEMOHEHKA C YEPHOU KOXKEH.



InaBa 15. Taiinbl Cpequmupbsi. Yactnb 2

Manpunk 1epeBen B3I Tpex Iva3 Ha ['peropa, a 3areM BHOBb — Ha
MeHs. I nomaxan mHe. XBOCTOM.

A 3areM Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBaJI0O — BHOBH YIIIET B YTrOJl, UTpaTh B
TEMHOTE.

— Uto ¢ HUM mpoum3onuIo? — CHpoCUiia s OJHMUMHU Trydamu, 00sCh
HIETIOXHYThCA.

— Ero younu, — cnokoiino otBetws I'perop. — Korma emy ObLio jBa
roja, ObLIO COBEpIIEHO HamajeHue. MeHs Toraa He ObLIO BO JIBOPIE,
IIOATOMY 3aKa34MKa TaK U HE HAIIUIH.

— Younu? Torna modyemy OH... Takoit?

— S Bemp yxe roopun Tebe, Kaifpur. Mb1 He sHepromaru. B
MMIIEPATOPE U €r0 HACIECIHUKAX TEYET HE TOJIBKO KPOBb Xaoca, HO U KPOBb
[Topsinka.

— [Mopsiaka?..

— Jlns toro 49toObl yAEpKUBaTh ATOT MHP B CPaBHUTEIbHOM
pPaBHOBECHUH, HEOOXOAUMO OBITh YEM-TO OOJIBIIMM, YEM MPOCTO YEIOBEKOM.
Moii nanbHUI NMPeoK MOHSII 3TO U CJejajl BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI Halla
nuHacTHs BiacTBoBasia B Cpenumupbe Oe3pasnenbHo U enuHoanyHo. Hac
MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO YOUTH, a Hallla CKjla HECPaBHUMA HH C Y€M U3 TOTO, YTO
MOXKET POJUTHCS Ha 3€MIISIX 3TOro MHpa. Mbl — HAMHOTO OOJBIIE, YEM ThI
criocoOHa cebe MpeICTaBUTh.

— W TeM He MeHee HacleAHUKa yOUIu, — MPOU3HECIA s €/1Ba CIBIIIHO.

Crpax u yXac — BOT YTO HAIMOJIHWIO MEHS IOcie ero clioB. S He Obuia
rOTOBA K TaKOM ITpaBJE.

— OpnHa ero 4acTh ymepiia OT KMH>Kajla, BOTKHYTOTO B CEpALE, — HO Ha
CMEHY €M Mpullia BTOpasl CyIIHOCTb, pa30y>KEHHasi T€M, YTO B KPOBHU
ncyesno pasHoBecue. KpoBb Xaoca 3aBnanena tenom lommbepra m mana
€My €IMHCTBEHHYIO 3aIlIUTY, Ha KOTOPYIO Oblja CIOCOOHA. ..

— Ona npeBpaTtuia ero B IEMOHA, — MPOLIENTANIA 5, IS HAa MaJlbllla
B yIUTY.

— Tpernii 1a3uK OTKPBUICA 4Ye€pe3 MECHL IOCIe BOCCTAaHOBIICHUS, —
ckazan ['perop, 1 BHOBb B €r0 TOJIOCE CIBIIIAIUCH TEIUIOTa U 3a00Ta, — TaK



YTO Mbl BBIHYKJEHBI ObUIM YOpaTh €ro C IOJS 3pEHUS MPUIBOPHBIX U
CHYT... A KOKa MOTEMHEJIA OKOJIO MECAIla Ha3a/l.

— A XBOCT?.. — cipocuiia s, TJssl, KaKk Majibiil [ oaa0epr oCTOPOKHO
TBHIKAET KOHIIOM CBOETrO JIEMOHHYECKOTO OTpPOCTKAa B IIYIICA, CIIOBHO
IIPOBEPSIS MOCIEAHETO HA TPOYHOCTb.

— Ilpr3HarOCch 4ECTHO, XBOCT Ja)K€ JJIi MEHS — HEOKHIAHHOCThb, —
POBHBIM I'0JIOCOM MpoU3HEC [ perop, U y MeHs BBIPBAJICS HEPBHBIA CMELIOK.
Ho st 6pIcTpO 3aMacKkupoBajia ero 1oy Kameb.

— Bbl ckazanm, 3aka3unka yOMiCTBa Tak W HE HaILIA, — cOOpaB BcCe
CBOE camoo01aJaHue B KyJak, HaoMHuia si. — Ho ucnonnuTens. ..

— I'yBepHanTka OblIa Ka3HEHAa B ATOT K€ Bedyep. A BCE€ CIyr'M BO
IBOpIIE OBLIM MPUHYAUTEIHHO 3aKJICHMEHBI KIISITBOM BEPHOCTH, — CYXO
COOOIIMIT HACTICTHUK.

— I'perop, MHE O4EHB KaJlb, — ICKPEHHE CKa3aja f.

OH MOBEPHYJICS U OYEHBb JOJITO CMOTPEI MHE B II1a3a.

— DTO He MepBoe MOKYIIeHUE U He TocienHee. Kak ToJlbKo Thl Oy/enb
0oOBsIBJICHA HACIICHUIICH, TEOS KIET Ta K€ Yy4acTh. — [ perop MoTsaHyI MEHS
K OrpOMHOMY OKHY. — C OIHOW TOJIbKO pa3HHUIIeH: B TeOe HE TaK MHOIO
kpoBH [lopsiaka, 4ToOBI OHA CMOIVIA 3apACTUTh JbIPY B TPyAHON KieTke. Tak
YTO Thl YMPEIIb CPa3sy.

A mpormoTtuiia 3Ty OTKPOBEHHOCTH. llepcmexkTuBa ObITH yOUTON HE
paayet, HO HaMHOTO BakHEe pa3o0paThCsi B IPYTOM.

— Tak kpoBb Ilopsnka oOnamaeT Maruew S>KU3HH? — BBIJIOXHYJIA
BIIOTIBIXAX, B MOCJICTHUM pa3 OIVISAbIBAsCH HA KOMHATYy Majbiiia [ongbepra,
CTPEMUTEIBHO OTIAJISIBIIYIOCA OT HAC.

— Kpossp llopsimka u ecte Marust ku3HW. 10, 4TO Thl MHBITACIIbCS
chopMyIUpoBaTh, HE UMEET CIOBECHOTO OOBSICHEHUS B HAILIEM MUPE.

— Jla, mOTOMY YTO BBI 3aKpbUIX MIPOXOJ B BEPXHUU MUP, — 3aMETUIIA 5
CIIPABEVIMBOCTH PAJU... U HATKHYJIACh HA CIIMHY HACJICIHUKA.

Ha cniHy pe3ko 0CTaHOBUBIIETOCS HACJICIHUKA.

— A s Bce ymaro, nouemy 1e0si He YIMBIISIET OTKPBITUE HOBOM CHUJIBI, —
HACMELUIUBO TPOTAHYN [perop u pa3BepHyinca ko mHe. — llomarato,
MAaJICHbKasl CEKTaHTKa yCIIeJia MOJCIUTHCA CEKPETOM?

— OTa marus BCerja MpocadyrBajiaCh B Halll MU, BEPHO? YIUBIAIOCH,
KaK BaM YJaBaJlOCh €€ CKPBITh? — OECCTPAIIHO CIOPOCHUiA sI, HAJIESICh, UTO
MOCJIE BCTPEUYN C MaJbIIIOM-IIPUHIIEM [perop mepecraHer OTHOCUTBHCS KO
MHE KaK K HEpa3yMHOMY PEOCHKY.



— Hert, Tl Tak U HE MOHSUIA... — CO CTPAHHOM YJBIOKON OTBETUII
I'perop, kauas ronoBo. — OHa He mNOpPOCTO «ImpocayuBaiacky. OHa
npornutana Bce Cpeaumupbe HE MeHbIIEe 3MaHanui Xaoca. Kak Tbl
JTyMaellb, Kakas 4aCTh Maruu CTUXUM OT Xaoca — a kakas oT [lopsiaka?

— Orosus M BeTEp — 3TO pa3pylieHue... A Boaa U 3emysd... Boaa u
3eMJIsl — 3TO Marus Ku3Hu!

— PaBHOBecue, — npocto npousHec [perop, — 6€3 HETr0 HEBO3MOXKHA
cama >KU3Hb.

— Ho BbI 3akpbui BepXHUU MUpP OT HaceneHuss umnepuu! O HeM
BOOOIIIE Majio KTO 3Haer! JIUIib MOCBSIIEHHBIE U Mard 3eMJId C YUCTOU
KPOBBIO, — 03apUJI0O MEHS, — T€, KTO 4yBCTBYET 3eMit0! — S BbIpBasia CBOIO
JIaJIOHb U3 €r0 XBaTKu. — O KakOM PaBHOBECUU MOYKET UATH PeUb?!

— Tebe He KaxkeTcsi, CECTpUla, YTO, MPEXKIE HYeM Kpu4yarb O
CIIPaBEIIJIMBOCTH, HY)KHO y3HaTh BCE JI0 KOHIA? — XOJIOAHO OCBEAOMMIICS
['perop, U110 KOTOPOrO MTHOBEHHO CTAJI0 HEMTPOHUIIAEMBIM.

— Tak pacckaxu mHe. Pacckaxku MHE, IOYEMY HUKTO HE JOJKEH 3HATh
o mupe Ilopsinka m Oorax, uro ero Haceysitor? M moyemy Tyma HeENb3s
OTKPBITh MPOXOJ — B TO BpEMs KaK B MUP Xaoca MPOXOAbl OTKPBITHI?

— OTKpBITHl JIMIIb MOTOMY, YTO MBI €II€ HE HAlUId crocoda uX
3aKpbITh, — OTPE3aJl HACIEIHHUK, CBEPKHYB IT1a3aMd. — TBOM OTEI] MBITAJICS.
Ho e cmor.

D10 ObLT yap 1o OOJILHOMY...

— Moii orer; npocto ymen B Xaoc, — HE Kejasg BEpUTh, YTO OH ObLI
3a0/THO C UMIIEPATOPOM, IIPOLIECINIIA I, — OH. ..

— OH Xx0Tel 3aKphITh NPOXOJ, — 0e3:KanocTHO noropuil I'perop, — HO
€My HE XBAaTWJIO CWJI. A Temepb, 3HAas O BIMSHUM Xaoca Ha CO3HAHUE H
MIOMHS O TOM, YTO MPOU3OLLIO C MaJIbIIOM [0n10eprom, MoXellb OTBETUTD
MHE — YTO C HUM CJIIy4YHUJIOCH?..

— B mupe Xaoca oH... mpeBparuiics B AeMOHa? — IpolienTania s, s
Ha HACJIEJHUKA [IUPOKO PACKPBITHIMU [NIA3AMMU.

— Ecnm Thl Aymana, 4TO B HM>KHEM WJIM B BEPXHEM MHPE BO3MOYKHO
KUTb, JIbIIIATh WIM KAaKUM-JTHOO HMHBIM CHOCOOOM OOpOTHCS 3a CBOE
CYIIECTBOBAHME, TO Tbl HEBEPOSATHO, JO HEBO3MOXKHOCTH TIJIyMa, —
MEJIJIEHHO Mpou3Hec ['perop, KaxIbIM CJIOBOM BOMBAasi HOBBIN T'BO3/b B MOM
MO3l. — OTO MHUPbI, B KOTOPBIX MOTYT >XHUTh JIUIIb HX COOCTBEHHBIE
obutarenu. OHU HEIPUTOMAHBI JIJIS JIFOJICH. A T€ CMEpPTHBIC, YTO TOTAIal0T B
HUX, — BHUJOU3MECHSIOTCA, HaBCErJa TepsAs deloBeYeCKuil 00muK. T



JI0JKHA ObLy1a TPOXOJIUTH 1O UCTOpUU CpeuMUpPhS, KAKOW PE3KUN CKAuOK B
Pa3BUTUM MOJYYMJIM MOHCTphI Xaoca — HEeKorja OecrtenecHbie. 3ajai cede
BOIIPOC: OTKYyJla OHU B3sUIHCh? U moyeMy MX KOJIMYECTBO HE YMEHBIIAETCS,
HECMOTPSI Ha TOCTOSIHHBIE BOCHHBIE JICHCTBUS HA IpaHuUle?

— Bo nms Xaoca... — 5 BHOBb 3akpblia pOT JIAIOHBIO, HO HA 3TOT pa3
OCTaHaBIMBasg BOMTOE B MPUBBIYKY OOpallleHHE K HIDKHEMY MHUPY Kak K
€AUHCTBEHHOU cujie. — MOHCTPBI BTOPOTO YPOBHSI — 3TO JIFOJU, IPOLIEAIINE
yepes nmpoxoa?!

— A BBICIIHE JIEMOHBI — 3TO Maru, peliuBIIMe Y3HATh, KAKOBO TaM, B
Mupe Xaoca, — JONOJHWI [ perop, mpsMo Disifsg Ha MEHSL.

— A Te, 4TO BBIXOAWIM W3 MPOXOAa 10 MOHCTPOB BTOPOrO YPOBHA? DTO
KTO?

— OT0 ayumd yMmeprmux Jwofaer. Eciu KOHKpeTHO — Jylid BOWHOB,
Cpa)kaBILUXCS 3@ IPOXOJ B HUKHHUI MUP €lIE A0 MOSBICHUS UMIIEPUU.

— Aymn? — yIUBIEHHO NEPECIIPOCHIIA .

— O, Tebe erie 0 MHOTOM TIPEACTOUT Y3HATh, — HEBECEIO YCMEXHYIICS
I'perop. — Ho celiuac... — OH BHOBB B3sJI MEHS 32 PYKY U IIOBEJ BOEPEI. —
Thl ke Tak XoTesna ayIMeHIMU C MOUM OTIOM. Kak BUIuIIb, s TIOMHIO 00
stom. M, nymaro, mpumuio TBOE BpeMsl y3HaTh, KTO NIPABUT HalIEu
CTpPaHOM. ..

MBI CTpeMUTENBHO MEPECEKIIN OTPOMHBIN 3aJ1, IEPEX0/s B BOCTOUHYIO
4acTh JBOPLA.

VYIUBUTENBHO, HO HUA pa3y HE HAaTKHYJIUCh HA CIYT... CJIOBHO 3[E€Ch UX
U He ObLI0 BOBce. Het, B 3amagHON 4acTH CIyrd MPUCYTCTBOBAJHU, KaK U
CTpaxka, — HO TIOCIIEIHUE CTOSJIM Yy CTE€H TaK HEMNOJBUXKHO, 4YTO
BOCIIPMHUMAIIUCh MHOM KaK 4acTh JAEKOPa.

A B BOCTOYHOM KpBUIE... 3/1€Ch JIa’K€ BO3AYX ObUI KAKUM-TO UHBIM...
HE TOBOPS YK O CTpaHHOM O(GOPMIICHHH MMOMEIIEHUN — Kak OyATO MacTep,
CO3/IABIINI BCE 9T KOJOHHBI U Oapenbedbl Ha CTEHax, UMeN CiIaboCTh K
TUTaHTOMaHUU.

— UyBctByemib? — ¢ yeMmenkon ciupocud ['perop, naxke He HOBOpaurBast
KO MHE T'OJIOBBI.

— Ilouemy 31€ech Tak CBOOOMHO ABIIUTCA? — S yIUBJIEHHO CMOTpesa
10 CTOPOHAM, KO€-KaK MOCMEBAs 32 HACIEAHUKOM, Y KOTOPOTO, MOXO0XKE, HA
cerojiHs ObLIa 3ajlaya BEIPBATh MOIO PYKY, TaK CUJILHO OH €€ TSHYII.

— Iloromy 4TO 31€Ch HET JrOAe. B 3TOM 4WacTu ABOpIa MOSBISIOTCS
TOJIBKO YJIEHBl HMMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbU — OCTAIBHBIM CIOJIa BXOJIl CTPOIO



3ampenieH, — 0TO3BaJICA HACIEIHUK.

Ho Mb1 002 moOHMMAaJK, YTO OH HE OTBETHJI HA MOU BOIIPOC.

— W Bce xke?.. — eaBa HE 3aAbIXASICh M3-3a TYrO 3aTSIHYTOTO KOPCETA,
BBIJIJABUIIA S1.

— Tl 4yBCTByelIb OJU30CTh BEPXHEr0 mMupa. PaHbllie OTell Ha3bIBal
3TOT BO3AYX... OJAarOCTHBIM.

['perop 3amoiik, a y MEHA BO3HHMKIIO Cpa3y HECKOJIBKO BOIpocoB. U1
IJIABHBIM U3 HUX:

— Panpie?

— Tenepr OH HE pa3roBapuBaeT, — OTPE3a]l HACIEAHUK U TOJIKHYII
TSDKEJIbIE IBEPU B KOHIIE OYEPEIHOTO 3aJa.

Sl mo mHepuMM 1UIa 32 HUM, XOTS MO3T YK€ aKTUBHO OTJaBajl CUTHAJ B
HOTY: OCTAHOBUTBHCS U MOAOTHYTHCS, TOMOTasi MHE MTaCTh HHUILI.

Nmnepatop B OenbIx OfeXAax CHACIT HAa OrPOMHOM TpPOHE B
COBEpPUIEHHO IyCTOM M TAaKOM K€ OIPOMHOM, KaK M BCE OCTAJIbHBIE
MOMEIIICHUST 3TOW YacTu JBopia, 3aie. OH cMoTpen BIEpen, HO S
YyBCTBOBAJIA: CO3HAHUEM OH HE 3ECh... JAJEKO He 31ech. Kaxkercs, oH
Jla)Ke HE 3aMevaeT Halero npuxona!

— Yto ¢ HUM? — cmpocwia £, CTapascCh CKPBITh MCIIYI, a 3aTeM
MEJJICHHO 0001IJ1a TPOH 10 KpyTy, — M moueMy OH CHANT TyT?

W BOpsiMB. .. OIMHOKUN TPOH B LIEHTPE MyCTOrO MOMEIICHUsA?..

DTO CIUIIKOM Ja)e JJIsl TAKOW CTPAHHOM CEMbH, Kak 3Ta.

— Ilouemy 31ech? IloTOMy 4TO MMEHHO 3/1€Ch HAXOHAUTCS 3aKPbITHIN
MpOXOA B BEPXHUH MHUp. A MO MOBOAY TOr0, YTO ¢ MOUM OTIHOM... OH B
TpaHce.

I'perop momormen K TpOHY; S OCTAHOBUJIACH 3a €r0 IJICYOM, OIACAsACh
MOAXOJUTh OJIMKe, ¥ TOXE TOJHSJIA B3MISJ HAa JIMIO CaMoro
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO YeJIOBEKa HAIIero Mupa, Ha ero Oeble BOJIOCHI, Ha
YyepHble, Kak 0e3/1Ha, I1a3a. .. Ha OJIeAHYI0 KOXY...

— Ho rae-To yepes mapy 4acoB OH BEPHETCS U 3aMMET CBOE MECTO B
IJJABHOM 3aJi€ ABOPIIA.

— TpaHc moMoraeTr emy COpaBUThHCS C CUIION? — TUXOHBKO CIIpOCHIIA 4,
HAXMYPHUBIIUCH.

— TpaHnc 3apskaer ero HeoOXOIMMOW CHJIOM, — CIHOKOMHO MOSCHHII
I'perop, — BOCCTaHABIMBAET BHYTPEHHUE MOTOKH SHEPTUU U TO3BOJISIET U
Jlajee 0CTaBaThCs 3AI[UTHUKOM U FapaHTOM 0€30MaCHOCTH HAIIEro MUPA.

Sl Momyana, neITasich NEPEBAPUTh €TI0 CIOBA.



— Ham Mup HeoOxoauMo 3anuimiarh? — CHpOCHiIa Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
CEKYH/I.

— TBOsL cexTaHTKa mpaBa: 3TO Mbl 3aKPBUIM MPOXOJ B BEPXHUU MHUP.
VYxke oueHb nmaBHO. VIMEHHO NOATOMY Marusi HE TMOJYy4YaeT pPa3BUTHS.
ENVHCTBEHHBIM HMCKIIOYEHUEM CTalld HEKPOMAHTUS — HO O3TOT TOJIYOK
IIPOM30IIEN U3-32 AKTUBHBIX BOCHHBIX JIEUCTBUM PAIOM C MPOXOAOM: XaocC
IIPOCTO HE MOT HE OTPEArupoBaTh Ha TAKOE KOJIMYECTBO MPOJIUTON KpoBU. B
MIPOTUBOBEC €MY JIOJKHA ObLIa MOSBUTHCS HOBas cuiia oT [lopsiaka. ..

— Ho ona He nosiBunach, — THXO MPOU3HECA 1.

— BepHo, — pOBHBIM TOJ0COM OTBETWJI [perop, — MoToMy 4TO MbI HE
A€M Marvu *U3HU MPOCOYUTHCA B HAIll MUP B TAKOM KOJUYECTBE, YTOOBI
3Ta cujia MOSBUJIACH.

— Ho mouemy? Ilouemy umenno stot BeiOOp? [louemy Bammn apeBHUM
npeaok He BbIOpan Ilopsimoxk Bmecto Xaoca? M Torma Bce >KHTENH
Cpeaumupbsi TOKJIOHSUIUCH OBl HEBEIOMBIM Ooram, a HE IOMHHAIH
MOHCTpPOB Xaoca BCAKHUM pa3, KOTAa MPOUCXOINUT YTO-TO HEXopouiee!

— Te1 Beap 3HaeNIb, UTO OTEI] PaHbIIIE BHIISAET HE TaK? — CIIPOCHUI OH
BMECTO OTBETA.

— Jla, MHE WU3BECTHO, YTO WMIIEPATOp MPUOOPETAET HEKOTOPbIC
XapaKTEPHBIE YEPTHI NIOCIIE HEKOEro puryaia. — Ho s He noHumana, k uemy
I'perop Bener.

— Korma oH npuHMmaer TUTyd... — OTO3BajiCAd HaciaegHUK. — Ero
BHEIIHOCTb MEHSIETCSI B TOT MOMEHT, KOTAa OH IPUHUMAET TUTYII.

— W ¢ yeM 3TO CBA3aHO? — BHU[SI, YTO 3TOT BONPOC JJII HErO OYEHb
Ba)KEH, OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIIA .

— OTO npeBHUM puTyai. bynymmi nMneparop IpUHAMAET B CBOU PYKHU
BCIO CWJIy JIMIIb TOTAA, KOTJA €r0 HACICIHHK BXOJIWUT B MEPUOJ IOJIOBOIO
CO3pEBaHMS — W JIMIIb B TOM CJIy4dae, KOIZa 3a €ro COMHOW CTOMT | 'HeB
Nmneparopa. MHe HE MOBE3JIO: MOErO0 YUHUTENS OTHSUIM Y MEHs, 3aCajvB
ero B YepHyro OamHio, korga MHE Obulo msiTHamuare. M Bce ero
00sI3aHHOCTH JIETJIK HAa MOM IUICYU... BMECTE C OOS3aHHOCTBHIO TNPABUTH
uMmrnepueit... Y MeHs Hukoro He Obu1o. CoBcem. UM crnpaBisiTbesi cO BceM
MHE HUKTO He nmomorai. [locMoTpu Ha moero otua. Eciu Tel gymaeliib, 4To
OH CTaJl TaKUM HEJIaBHO, TO ThI oIlHuOaemnbca. Kak TOJBKO UMIIEpaTop
MPOXOJUT pUTyaJl, OH IMepecTaeT ObITb OTIIOM, MYXKEM, OparoM WU
BJIAAbIKOM uMnepur. OH CTAaHOBUTCS 3aIIUTOM BCEW HAIIEH PEATbHOCTH,



COCpPEIOTOYEHHOM B OIHOM cocyne. bnarogaps €ro npucyTCTBUIO CUIIBI
[Topsinka n Xaoca He pa3phIBaOT HAll MUP B CBOEH M3BEUHOM OOpKOE.

I'perop momosryair.

— Tak BOT — 51 IOTEPSI CBOETO OTIA B MSTHA/LATH JIET, 3aTO MOTYYMII
COBEPIIICHHOE OpYy)KHE, CACp)KHUBarollee oOOuTaTenel JByX MHUPOB,
BOIOIOIINX JPYT C APYTOM C Ha4daiga UCTOpuu. 5 yxke roBopuil Tede, 4TO MBI
HE CMOXEM XWUTb HU B Mupe Xaoca, HU B mupe llopsaka. Ho wmbl
BHJIOU3MEHHUMCSI U TIOTEPSIEM CBOE «sD», €CIM IOMNAJeM B OAUH M3 ATHUX
MUPOB. A Temnepb MpeJCTaBb, YTO MPOXOJ B MUP Xaoca — 3TO JBEPh Ha
32JIBOPKM OTPOMHOIO CJIOS 4YY>KOM pealbHOCTH, TA€ OOMTAIOT TaKue
CTpalIHbIe CYIIECTBA, YTO TeOE Jake W HE BOOOpa3uTh! DTOT mpoxoj —
JUIIb IIEJIKa B YTOJIOK LIEJIOr0 MUpa CO CBOMMH 3aKOHAMH U TMOPSIKAMMU.
MarneHnbkuii J1a3, OTKyJa K HaM couuTcsi Marus paspyuenus. [Ipencrasuna?

['perop ycmexHyscs, a s MO4YBCTBOBAJIA, KaK XOJOJCIOT MOU PYKH.

— A celiuac nonpoOy# mpeacTaBUTh, KaK apMHsl OOUTATENIeH HIYKHETO
MHpa MPOXOJIUT YEPE3 ITOT Jia3, IEPECEKAET HAIly UMIIEPUIO U BCTYMAET B
ooit ¢ apmueit mupa [lopsimka — koTopasi 00s3aTEILHO BHIOEPETCS B HAII
MHP W3 CBOETO NMPOXOJA UM HABCTpeUy!

— Onu yHuutoxar CpeAuMHUpbE. .. — IPOIIENTAJIA I TOPAKEHHO.

Ecnu To, 4TO MBI yMEeM, — JIUIIb KPOXHU CHIIBI U3 UX MHUPOB... TO YTO
3a co3aaHus TaM oouraror?!

— NmenHno, — kuBHyn I perop. — U, Bo3Bpamasce kK TBOEMy BONIPOCY...
[Touemy umenHo 31oT BeIOOp? U moyemy Xaoc Bmecto Ilopsiaka? Iloromy
yT10o ¢ MupoM [lopsika MOXKHO JIOTOBOPUTHCS, B OTJIMUKE OT MUpa Xaoca.

— Bpri... noroBopuiuck ¢ odurarensmu mupa [lopsiaka? — u3ymiieHHO
BBIJIOXHYJIA 51, HE BEPs CBOUM YIlIaM.

Pa3Be BO3MOXHO AOTOBOPUTBHCA C CHIIOM, KOTOpask MOXKET Pa3laBUTh
Te0s1, Kak OyKaIlKy, ¥ JJa)Ke He 3aMETUTH?!

— BepHo. MBI monpocuny HE MCNOJIb30BATh HAIl MUP KaK MECTO
BOCHHBIX JICCTBMM W B3sUIM Ha ce0s OgHO 00s13aTenbCTBO... [loaTOMy,
KOT/Ia UMIIEPATOp JOCTUTaeT HEO0OXOAMMOIrO BO3pacTa W MPU 3TOM HMEET
HacJIeTHUKA C BEPHBIM TEJIOXPAHUTEJIEM, CIIOCOOHBIX MPaBUTh MUPOM 0Oe3
HEro, OH aKTUBUPYET B ceOe KpoBb [lopsijika U HaKIabIBA€T HOBYIO Me€YaTh
Ha IpOXOJ B BEPXHHUU MUp. B 3TOT XK€ MOMEHT MPEKHUNU HMIEPaTOp
noru0aerT, pacTBOPSSACH B IMOTOKE CHIIBI — KOTOPYIO, B CBOI OY€peb,
BIIUTHIBAET HOBBIW BJIAJIbIKA UMIICPUHU.

— OIMH 4enoBEeK ACPKUT MPOXOA B MUP 3aKPHIThIM?!



— B3misinu Ha Hero. Pa3Be oH yenoBek? — I'perop ykaszai Ha CBOETO
oTLA.

S crnorHyna.

— OH TepsieT CBOKO YEIIOBEYHOCTh B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/a MPUHUMAET B
ceost cumy Ilopsaka. A cuiabl  BCeX MPEABIAYIIUX  TpPaBUTENCH
NOJIIEP>)KUBAIOT €r0 CIIOCOOHOCTH JEpKaTh MPOXOJA 3aKPBITHIM BIUIOTH 0
MIPUXO0Ja CIEAYIOIIET0 UMIIEPATOPA.

Hacnennuk oromen ot TpoHa.

— Mpl He Hanum cnocoba AepKaTh 3aKPbITBHIMU IPOXOJbBl B MHUP
Xaoca. /[Ba M3 HUX — O4YE€Hb Majbl IO pa3Mepy, MOITOMY MOHCTPBHI HE
MBITAIOTCS. NPOHUKHYTh B Halll MUp 4Yepe3 HuxX. Ho oguH... TOT, 4TO HaA
I'PAHULIE. .. OH HENOJIBJIACTEH HaM.

— A 4TO 3a 00s3aTENHCTBO BBl B3sUIM Ha ce0si? — crpocuiia s, BAPYT
BCIIOMHUB.

— bopothcst ¢ MmoHCTpaMu Xaoca, KOTOpbIe OyayT MpoOUpaThCsl B HaIIl
mup. M Mmonuars o Hanmruuu nipoxona B Mup Ilopsinka, — orBeTun ['perop.

— Ho... 0 ero Hanu4ymm 3HAIOT HE TOJBKO B CEKTE... — OCTOPOKHO
3aMeTWIa 4. — YUUTEeIb APEBHUX PYH YIIOMUHAJ OOTrOB MPSIMO Ha YPOKE...
XOTh €r0 HUKTO U HE MOHSII. ..

— Te, k10 u3y4aer npeBHUE pPyHBI, 3HatOT 0 Mupe [lopsiaka. PyHsr —
€IUHCTBCHHOE MTOATBEPKICHUE CYIIECTBOBAHUS BTOPOH,
YPABHOBEIIMBAKOLIEH CUJIbL: IOTOMY OHH JOCTYIIHBI BCEM MaraMm — €CJIM T€
BAPYT B3AYMAIOT UX U3y4aTh.

— A ObITOBast Marusi?

— Ona wuHAMBHUAyaJIbHA JJII KaXJOro Mara — B OTIWYHUE OT
YHHUBEPCAIBHBIX PYH.

— A cmemanHas marus? M marust yerbipex ctuxuit?.. — MeHs Hecno.

— Ilocnme OpakoB MeEXIy MPEACTABUTEISMH DPAa3HBIX CTUXHH Marus
pPOIIOB CTaja BBIPOXKIATHCA — KaK pa3 M3-3a HapylleHWs OajaHca CUIIbI B
KpOBU. JIWIIb eIMHUIIBI CTIOCOOHBI MTPAaBUIILHO COYETATh B c€OE BCE UETHIPE
AJIEMEHTA, — CIIOKOMHO MosicHuII [ perop.

— DBame BpICOYECTBO... — TpPOM3HECHA S YEpe3 IMapy CEKYHI
MOJYaHHUS, — HO BbI K€ OHUMAETE, YTO MPOU30UIET, €CIIU Bbl 3aKPOETE BCE
MPOXO/Ibl B UHBIE MUPBI?

— B CpenumMupbe BBIPOJUTCS Marusi? — yCMEXHYJICSI HACIICIHUK, TSI
MHE B ma3a. — Jla, 1 oco3Haro 310. Kak 0co3HaBany 3TO BCE UMIIEPATOPHI U
BCE MX HacieaHuku. Ho syumie xuth B MHpE, HE Pa3pbIBAEMOM JBYMS



MOIIHBIMM CWJIaMU. B mupe, Hajg KOTOpbIM HE 3aBHUCJIA Yrpo3a ObITh
YHUYTOKEHHBIM HE COOCTBEHHBIMU OOUTATENSIMU, & YEM-TO CTOPOHHUM, C
YeM IOYTH HENb3s CHPaBUTHCA. Sl TOTOB JIMIIUTHCS Maruu — €cCiH Oyay
YBEPEHHBIM, UTO OHA MHE OOoJIbllIe HE MOHA00UTCs. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MEYH,
KOTIbsI U COOCTBEHHbIE KyJIaK/ y HAC HUKTO HE 3a0upa.

— TlosiBsiTca npyrue mnpobOnembl. boprba 3a Bmacth Oyaer eie
KECTUe... — CKazaja s HErpOMKO, MPEKPACHO NMOHUMAs, YTO HA JAHHbBIN
MOMEHT CHJIa MMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbU JEPKUTCS UMEHHO HA UX Maruu. A
KOI/Ia Maruy HE CTaHeET. ..

— Thl mymaenp, 1 HaAclEIHUK, TOTOMY YTO S XO4Y 3TOro? — BHOBB
ycMexHylics [perop, HO Tenepb CKopee C yauBIeHUEM. — Sl HaclenHUK,
OTOMY 4TO 3TO MO noiar. M ecim s mepectaHy ObITh HACIEIHUKOM U
NepecTany BBITIOIHATH BCE 00s3aHHOCTH TipaBuTes CpeauMuphbsi, HaIl MUP
OBICTPO pa3opBYT Ha yacTH. U He miymas 3HaTh, ®KaxAyilas CUIIbl U BIACTH,
a Te, KTO Ja€T HaM 3Ty CaMyl0 Maruio!

OH mpomycTwsl MCKpPY NO BCEM MajbliaM IPaBOW, a 3aTEM M JIEBOU
PYKHU.

— Thl MOXeEIIb Ha3bIBaTh MEHSI CyMacIleIIUM — U Thl Oy/elllb Mpasa.
KpoBps Xaoca mytut pazym. M mocne Toro, kak y MeHsi 3abpanu Peca, mue
OBLJIO OYEHb TSKEIO OCTaBATHCS JIOSUIBHBIM KO BCEM TEM HMOEIuIaMm,
MEUTaBLIIMM 3aHATh HaIle C OTLUOM MECTO. BO3MOXHO, 1 HE JIy4IIMid
HAaCJIEJHUK B UCTOPUU Hailero poaa. Ho s He BUHOBAT, UTO TaAKUM CTalJ.

— BBl XK€ MONIM BBITYCTHUTh Peca HAaMHOIO paHbIIE... YEro BbI
XKIanu? — yIUBIEHHO CITPOCHUJIA 5.

— Ero oOBunwimu B Oe3ymuu. I[lpm He camMoM ypaBHOBEIIEHHOM
HacJEeIHUKE 3TO ObUIO UACAIbHBIM OOBUHEHHEM [UISl TEJIOXPAaHUTENs
BIIAJIBIKK, — CyX0 mpousHec Iperop. — C tex mop s cran ocropoxkHee. A
yOupan 3aroBOpIIMKOB CBOMMH pyKaMH — HE IMOJarasicb HM Ha KOTO
apyroro. S pacmyTsiBan KJIyOKH WHTPUT — OJMH 3a IPYruM. S mpuHUMAI
00K MMIIepaTopa, Koraa Toro Tpedonan ciaydaid. S oGeperain ero Bo Bpems
TPAHCOB ISl TOA3APSIKHU, PHUCKYS HAJOIT0 OCTaBUTh JABOpel 0e3
npaButens. S ycran. I B omMH JeHb s TPOMYCTUN TIOKYIIEHHE Ha
Tonnbepra...

Sl cmotpena Ha HEro BO BCE MNIa3a M YyBCTBOBAJA, KaK CKUMAECTCS
cepate.

Ha ero mieuyun B3BajieH TakoW OTPOMHBIN I'Py3, YTO BCE MOU MPOOIEMBI
KaXyTcsl JIETCKUMH Kamnpuszamu... A Beab [peropy Torma ObUIO JIMILb



naTHaAnars jet! Y 1eBaTh JieT oH ymyapsicsi OaJaHCUpPOBATh HA rpaHu, 0e3
Kakou-nmubo momoliu, 6e3 apyra, 6e3 Opara, 6e3 orua... Kakum xe ynapom
IUIsL HETO CTaJIO MOKYIIEHUE Ha Mutajamiero opara!

CamMa He TOHMMAaI0, YTO MEHS MOATOIKHYJIO, HO s ojouia K ['peropy
u oOHsina ero. To, 4YTO OH clienall... TO, Kak OH CO BCEM CIPAaBIISIICS. ..

— I'perop, MHe Tak >kaib! — BBIJIOXHYJA, OIIyIIas, Kak K IJla3am
OIOUPAIOTCS CIIE3BI.

[IpencraButh cebe BCIO MEPY OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OH ONIYIIAJ
C MOAPOCTKOBOTO BO3pacTa, s ObLIa MPOCTO HE B COCTOSSHUU. MTHOBEHHO
CTaJO CTBHIJIHO 32 BCE€ CBOM CJIOBa, CKAa3aHHbIE B aJpec HACIECJHUKA... a
TaK)Ke CTaJ0 MOHIATHBIM oTHOIIeHHue Peca k I'peropy.

Kaxoii ke s Bce eme peOeHOK! ..

Ctp11H0, 00IBHO, JKAJIKO. ..

MyXCKkue pyKu NOSIBUJIMCh Ha MOEUM CIIMHE HEOXKUJIAHHO — U TYT XKeE
corpenu. ['perop oOHsIT MEHS B OTBET.

Heckonbko MUHYT HM OJHO CJIOBO HE HapyIIajO TUIIUHBI U TOKOS,
OKyTaBIIMX 3all. I He 3Hat0, 0 ueMm Ayman ['perop... g Aymana Julib O TOM,
Kak 5 ObLJIa IIIyIla U CaMOHAJIEIHHA. A ellle — KaK YyJOBHUIIHO OecrieyHa.

— Tbl mpaBWIBHO cJenai, 4YTO pacckazajl MHE... — IpOU3Hecsa
HEIPOMKO, HE OTPBIBASICH OT Hero. — Jlepkarb B ceOe BCe 3TO... s HE MOT'y
Jake TPECTaBUTh — HACKOJIBKO 3TO TsDKENo. ['perop, Thl JOMKEH 3HATH:
s He TIpeam TeOsl.

OTHU CJI0BA BBIPBAIUCH HACTOJIBKO JIETKO, YTO 5 1a’Ke cama YJIUBHJIACH.
Ho onu 6pu1it uckpenaumu. [TouyBcTBOBaI 31O M ['perop.

OH cierka OTCTpaHWICS OT MEHS M 3amisHya B mia3a. HeOosbiuas
MOPILMHKA MEXIy OpoBel Jenaya ero 3puTeabHo crapire... HTepecHo, a
rae ero marb? U rie HeBecta, BEIOpaHHAas ABEHAAATh JIET Ha3ana?..

— I'perop, a roe TBOsI HeBecTa? — CIpOCHIIA A, IJISAS B €r0 YepHBIC
rasa.

A B crenyroliee MTHOBEHHE HACICAHUK HAKIOHWIICA W TOLEIOBaT
MeHs B ryObl. [lepBoii peakiieit ObIJIO PE3KO OTCTPAHUTHCA — HO PYKH Ha
CIIMHE HE IMO3BOJIIIIN, a HAXKUM Ha ry0Obl ycummwics. Bropoit peakuueit 0b110
BOCKIIMKHYTh: «YTO ThI JeNaemib!» — HO CTOMJIO OTKPBITh POT ISl BIOXA,

Kak 00bsicHuTh 3710 omrymeHue?.. ['perop OyKBajdbHO IUTaBHII MEHS
CBOMM JIACKOBBIM HAallOpOM, CBOMM JKEJIaHHEM, CBOEH HEOXKHUIAHHO
BCIIBIXHYBIIIEH CTPAcThl0O U OAHOBPEMEHHO — HEKHOCTHIO. Mo€ HIbIXxaHue



COMJIOCHh B TIEPBYIO K€ CEKYHJIY, Tyrod KOpCET He I03BOJISUI CHeNaTh
r1yOOKOT0 B/10Xa, a F0oJIoBa KPYXKUJIACh OT OM30cTH HaciaeaHuka. CKOJIbKUX
JKEHIIUH OH LIEJ0BaJI?.. DTO K€ YTO-TO HEBEPOSATHOE. ..

['perop ycnen nonxBaruTh MEH, HE AaB YIACTh HA MOJI.

— IIpoctu... f nonpocuna 3amHypoBaTh KOPCET KaAK MOXKHO TYyXKE... —
MBITAACh OINPABAATHCS, CKazajna uepe3 cuiy. llepen mazamu mosicanu
3BE3IbI, a T0JIOBA KPY>KWJIACh TAK, CJIOBHO CEHYAC OTOPBETCS U MOKATUTCS
IO TI0NY... boke, MBI LIEJTIOBAIMCH MEPE] UMIIEPATOPOM. ..

— ITogox i HEMHOTO, ST 0CIA0IIIO.

Hacnegnuk npuxkan MeHd K ce0e M ONHOW pPyKOM chpaBwici ¢
JICHTaMH Ha MOEU CITUHE.

Macrep.

— biarogapro, — npomienTaina B €ro pyoamiky.

[TonHsTH T1a3a ¥ TOCMOTPETH B JIUIIO TOYEMY-TO OBLIO CTBIJTHO.

— Tloitnem, s noBexy TeOst 10 TBOMX MOKOeB. IlopTansl B 3TOM 4acTu
JIBOpLIA HE OTKpbIBatOTCs. — M I'perop mosoxusna ogHy pyKy Ha MOIO TaJIHIO,
a BTOPYIO MOJACTABUJII JIJI1 MOEH JIaJIOHH.

MHe HMYEero He OCTaBAJIOCh, KPOME KAaK BIIOKUTHh B HEE MaJblibl U
Ha4YaThb MEJJICHHBIN ITyTh HA3a/l, B 3alaJHOE KpbUIO... KoOMMeHTHUpOBaTh TO,
YTO MPOU30LLIO0, CMEIIOCTH HE XBaTWJIO. A €Ile 1 YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK YTO-TO
BHYTPM MEHSA aKTHUBHO OT3bIBaeTCs Ha Oonb Iperopa... xouer emy
MIOMOYb... PBETCS MOAAEPKATh €ro — HE BaxXHO Kak! Bo3MmoxHO, y
oburtareneit mupa Ilopsaka ecTh OTBET Ha BOMpPOC, 4TO 3T0 Obu10. Ho B
Cpenumupbe U B MUpe Xaoca €ro Her.

Mbl gonum 10 MOUX MOKoeB moiida. Ho nmoueMy-To s He ucnbIThIBaIA
M3-3a HTOr0 HHUKakoro jguckoMdopra... W, xorma pasBepHylach K
HACJICIHUKY C HAMEPEHUEM NOMPOIIATHCS, CKAa3aJia TO, YTO JABHO XOTENa:

— I'perop, 51 xo4y moMo4b TEOE.

Hekoropoe Bpemsi OH Moyyall, DIsSiAS HA MEHS CTPAHHBIM TSIKEJbIM
B3[JIAI0OM.

— Korma s pemmn OTKpbITh TeO€ CBOIO TailHY, S pPAacCUMTHIBAI Ha
M00Yy10 pEeaKInio — BILIOTh /10 UCTEPUKU WJIM OOBUHEHUHN B CyMacCIIE€CTBUMU.
Ho tosbko He Ha 3T0.

Tenepp Mosuasa st — 0KU1ask €ro PeIICHUs.

— A pan, 4TO THI 31€Ch, — HAKOHEIL 3AKOHYHII OH.

A y MEHs CJIOBHO KaMEHb C IIJI€Y CBAJIUIICS.



BriaBuna u3 cebds yiapiOKy, 0CO3HaBasi, HACKOJIBKO OHA BBIMYUYCHHasl.
Kak noyiro mMel 01y K 3TOMY UTOTY... U CKOJIBKO BPEMEHU 3PSl OTPATUIN —
HAIPABJISAA SHEPTHUIO Ky/1a YTOJTHO, HO TOJIBKO HE Ha TOMOIIb JIPYT APYTY.

[Tozagu I'peropa MenbkHyNIa TE€Hb, U S MOHSJIA, YTO TEJIOXPAHUTEIH
BJIAJIBIKM BEPHYJCA C OYEPEIHOrO 3aJaHus M BCTAl 34 IUJICYOM CBOETO
xo3siuHa. Temoxpanurtens Biaawlku... IlpaBas Pyka Mmmneparopa... 'HeB
Nmneparopa... Kak ke BEpHBI ATH omnpenaesieHus! A s elle HemoymeBana,
MO4YeEMY OH CIIykuT [ peropy, a He mpaBuTento CpeaumMupsbs.

[lepeBena B3MIsT HA MCTUHHOIO BIAABIKY W YJIBIOHYJIACh HAMHOTIO
TEIIeE.

— Eciin mo3Bosniiib, 1 HEMHOTO OTJIOXHY, — IPOU3HECIIA HETPOMKO.

['perop mogHsI MOIO PYKY M MSTKO IOLIEJIOBAT — IIPU 3TOM HE HapyIIas
sTUKETA. bpar uMeeT rmpaBo NOUEI0BaATh PYKY CECTPBHI.

HNuTepecHo, 4ro g mo 3ToMy mnoBoay aymaro?.. [loromy uto moe
cepAlle B JaHHBIM MOMEHT OTOMBaeT OapabaHHYIO IpOOb. ..

— Cnaaxux cHOB, Kalput, — Kak-To 10 y>Kaca HHTUMHO cKa3zai [ perop,
MEJIJIEHHO OTITYCTHJI MOIO PYKY, PE3KO pPa3BEpHYJICS M OBICTPO YIIET IO
KOPHUIODY.

— biarogapro... — eBa CNBIIIHO OTBETWJIA S, TSI €MY BCIIE/I.



InaBa 16. Taiitnbl Cpegumupsbs. Yactb 3

OTnoxHyTh HE NONy4YmsIoCch. Llenmpii 4ac s mposexana Ha KpOBarTH,
IBITAsICh CIPABUTHCS C BHOBb OJIOJIEBIIEH TOJIOBHON OOJIbI0 U CTapasch
n30aBUTHCA OT HaBSI3UMBBIX MbICIEH 0 [perope u ero cTpaHHOM MOBEJIEHUU.

3aueM OH mouenoBall MeHs? Heyxenu eMy Tak HE XBaTaeT 4Yy»KOM
3a00Thl W BHUMaHMs? MM OH Tak MpOSBISI CBOIO OJarolapHoOCTh 3a
MOAAEPKKY?

Huuero He monnmaro. OH ke caM Tonkail MeHs K Pecy! Wnu teneps,
KOTZa S TOKJISUIACH, YTO HE MPEJaM €ro, BCE N3MEHMIIOCH?..

N 4gto Tenepp aenarb ¢ MaMOM, KOTOpAs, 1 YBEPEHA, U 3HATh HE 3HAET
000 BCEX CIOXKHOCTSAX PACIONOKEHUS HAIIero MHUpa B OOIIEMHPOBOM
poCTpaHcTBE?

K Tomy xe... s npennoxuia I'peropy moMmouis, HO 4To s Mory? Mos
CIIOCOOHOCTh B 3TUX YCIIOBHUSIX CKOpee Oecrolie3Ha, 4eM Iosie3Ha... BoT
ecyu Obl 51 yMela 3aKpbIBaTh MOPTAJIBI. ..

Ho 310 yKe coBceM Ipyrou MoToK 3HEPIUu.

[lepeBepHyBIIUCH HAa OOK, 51 ynepiach B3DIAIOM B cTeHy. [locunrana
110 IECATH U He BbLAepkana. [lepsas, Bropas, TpeThs IINWIbKH IOJIETEIN HA
OJIesJI0, @ MHE CTaJl0 HAaMHOTO Jierde. B WTOre MoiaHOCTBIO pacmycTuia
BOJIOCHI U C YIOBOJILCTBUEM pa3Msiyia KOKY T'OJIOBBI NAJIbLIAMH.

Moe xemaHue OTBJI€YbCS Ha «HUHYIO» OOJb MPEBPATUIOCH B
HacToslyto nbITKy! Elle u 3ToT 4epToB KopcerT... [lepeBena pyku 3a cnuHy
U pacciabuia MIHYpPOBKY, a 3aTEM U BOBCE CTSHY/A ¢ ceOs BEpXHeEe IlaThe.
O, cBoOOa 1 OJ1aXKEHCTBO!

51 oTTONIKHYNIA )KECTKHUNM MaTeprall HOraMu, OCTaBIIKUChH B IIPUTAJICHHON
0€eJ10i1 COpOUKe, CIIPBITHYJIA ¢ TOCTEIN U OTKPhUIA OKHO.

CBexuid BO31yX, BTOHU B MOIO T'OJIOBY CBEKHE MBICIIH!

WNnu 3apaBeie Mbicau?.. Xaoc, Ta MIMHJIbKAa TOYHO HE YThIKAJIaCh MHE B
MO3r?

Ha ctyk B 1BEph s cpearupoBajia CIOKOMHBIM «BoauTe». OIHAKO HA
NPUINIAIIEHHE OTO3BAINCH SIBHO HE CIY)KaHKH — T€ TYT K€ MPEJIOKUIN Obl
MHE KaKyl-HHOYAb MOMOIIlb, TUO0 MPUHECIN HOBBIN Haps, JIMOO MO3BaIH
K yKHUHY... HO MO# mmocerurens BOLIET MOIYa U, KAXKETCsA, OCTAHOBWICA Y
CaMbIX JBEPEU.



OOepHyBIINUCH, A C yIUBIEHUEM ITOcMOTpena Ha Peca.

— BBl NOKJISTUCH HACHEAHUKY B BEPHOCTHU? — CIIPOCHUII TOTyOOTIa3bli,
IJISA/151 HA MEHS CTPAHHO.

— Jla, — oTBeTHA I CIIOKOMHO.

— BoI cnenanum 310, MOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLJIO BaM BBITOAHO? — 3aJasl OH
CJIEYFOILIAM BOMIPOC.

— Her. XoTb 3T0 T€Os1 U HE KacaeTcs, HO s MPUHECHA KJISTBY, IOTOMY
YTO HCKPEHHE COYYBCTBYIO Iperopy u Kenar IOMOYb, — OTBETHIIA,
HAaXMYPHUBIIHUCH.

W yBunena, kak JUI0 TETOXPAHUTEIIS BIaJABIKUA PACCIa0UIOCh.

— Kaiipur, s 6iaronapro tebsi, — BbIIOXHYN Pec.

— He croutr. — B oTnnume oTr Hero, s HE TOPOMUJIACH COpachIBaTh
HamnpsokeHue. BooO1e-T1o 0H CTOUT B MOUX MOKOSIX, UTHOPUPYSI OTCYTCTBHE
Ha MHE — HU OOJIbIIIE HU MEHBIIIE — IJIaThsI.

OpHako TO, YTO MPOM3OLUIO AaiblIe, YIUBWIO enle cuibHee! Pec
MTHOBEHHO 3aTSHYJ MEHSI B CBOM KOKOH, CTPEMUTEIBHO MOAOIIEN U KPEHKO
oOHsu1. Tak... 5T0 MHE YTO-TO CUJIBHO HAITOMHUHAET. . .

— Pec...

— Hwuuero He rosopu. S Tak paa, 4To Thl omyManacb! — IMpPOU3HEC
roTyOOTIIa3blid U MOTSAHYJICS K MouM rybam. YT O?..

OTTOJIKHYJIa €T0 U YIUBJIEHHO CIIPOCHUJIA!

—Yto THI AEenaemsn?

CeromHs 4TO, J€Hb molenyeB? S MporycTuiia Kakou-TO Mpa3IHUK B
KajeHaape?..

— Thl 0OMKEHA Ha MEHS? — HAXMYPHJICS TEJIOXPAHUTEIIb BIA/IBIKH.

— S... uto? Ilpu yem 31ech 310? Ilocmyiiaid, s MOHUMAKO, 3TO ObLIO
3agaHne. MHe TSXKemo, HO g CMHUPWIACh. 3a4€M Thl MPOJOIKACIIb
MPUTBOPATHCS ?

— [IputBopsatscsa? — Teneps yauBIEHHBIM BhIDIsIAEN Pec.

Jla, Takoro pacTepsHHOTO JiMlia 5 elle y Hero He Buaena. Yto BooOie
MIPOUCXOJIUT?..

— Teneppb MbI ¢ [ peropom, cunraii, EIMHOMBINIICHHUKA. HeT mpuyuHbI
MPOJIOJKATh 00pabaThiBaTh MEHsI, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3alia, IJIsiis B TOJI.

— Kaiiput, Thl ke NpeKpacHO MOHUMAEIIb, YTO 3TO OBLUIO HE TOJIHKO
3aJJaHHE, — HEOKUJAHHO HAIPSKEHHBIM rOJIOCOM OTBETHII Pec.

@y, kakag nouvisiTuHa. M nouemy OHa 6ce pagHO Oeucmeyem Ha
MeHs?..



— Pec, BbIyCcTH MEHS, MOXKAIYHUCTA, — IOIIPOCUIIA COCPEAOTOUYEHHO.

— Te1 ke 3naemb 310! — B ronoce Peca Toxe mosiBuiiach npocwoa. ..
npock0a MOHATH €ro.

3auemM oOH 910 aAenaer?! OH 4YTO, TOXE pEHIUI HAWTH BO MHE
€AMHOMBIIICHHUILY W TENepb aKTUBHO panyercs?! UTo 3TO 3a mpuBBIUKA
JIE3Th C MOLENYSIMH KO BCEM COKO3HUKAM U COCTpaaaromum?! ITO MECTHBIN
JBOPLOBBIN ATUKET WJIM HOBOMOJHBIE BESIHUS OT CKyYarollleil 3HaTh?

— Beimyctu mens orcrona!l

— Ho 4T0 n3meHmiocs?

— . 4 wu3meHunace. Moe OTHOLIEHHE K  OKPYXKaKOLIEH
JNEUCTBUTENBHOCTHU. ThI 3a1I€p MEHS B CBOEM KOKOHE Ha 1ieJible cyTku! Hero
ThI JAe1b? UTO 111 MEHS BCE OCTAaHETCS TakK, Kak mpexae?

— DTO HE BCE, HET, HE B 3TOM JeJio! — Kauasi rooBoM, cka3an Pec.

— Jla, 1 y3Hana O HaJIWYMKU TUTAHTCKOM YrpoO3bl, HAaBUCLIECH HAaJ
mupom! — 3ameTuia s He 0€3 HUPOHUU. — A €le O TOM, UYTO YJICHBI
UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbH JKEPTBYIOT CBOMMH KHU3HSMH BO HMS CIIAaCeHUs
3TOrO Mupa!

— W cHoBa He To! — Pec nmpucrtanbHO mocMoTpesn Ha MeHs. — Urto eme
MPOU30ILIO0?

— BeimycTu MmeHs orcrona!l

— Ymo npouszowino? — TPOMKO MOBTOPHUII TEIOXPAHUTEID BIIAJIBIKH.

— I'perop mens mnouenosan! IlonarHo? Bor uyrto mnpowuszomnuio! —
BBIKpUKHYJA 51, CKUMast KyJlaku. — Eciii aTa getanb A1 Teds BaKHEE BCETo
BBIIICTIEPEYUCIICHHOTO, TO MHE HCKpeHHe xanb! IloroMy d4tO TBOE
pazouToe cep/ilie — 3TO MOCIeAHEe, O UeM s ceiiuac Oyay yMaTh!

Ha nekotopoe BpeMsi B KOKOHE TTOBHCJIA THUILIWHA.

— Oromcruna? — 6e3 smouuit yrounun Pec.

—Yem? Tewm, 4TO HE OTTOJIKHYJIA €r0? — YAUBUIIACH 1.

— Tewm, 4TO cKa3alia BCIIyX MOCIEIHEE MPEII0KEHHE.

[Ipo pazburoe cepiie U peUTUHT TPUOPUTETOB. ..

A nomxana ryObl 1 OTBEPHYIIACH.

He xouy nymars o tom, uro I'HeB MMmneparopa AEHCTBUTEIBHO MOT
BIIFOOUTHCS B MEHHI.

— Beimmyctu MeHs 0TCro71a, — OMpOCHiia HETPOMKO.

M oH MITHOBEHHO MOCTYLIAJICS.

— Yto OBl HH TPOUCXOIUIO MEXITy MHOW u ['peropom... Teds 3TO
Ooonpmie He kacaercd. Cedyac BaXKHO HAaWTH CMOCOO CHPaBUTHCS C



npobnemoii mupa Xaoca. M OThICKaTh BCEX 3aroBOPIIHMKOB, a TaKXke
3aKa3zuuka youiicta lonnbepra, — npousHecna s, DA B MOJ.

— Tsl yBepeHa, 4TO XOuelllb MOCTaBUTh TOYKY? — BCE Tak e 0e3
AMOLMH cripocun Pec, urHopupys Mou cJoBa.

— 4 yBepeHa, uTo HEe cOOMparoCh OTKAa3bIBAThCS OT CBOETO TUTYJa. Tak
YTO JIIOOOBHUIIEH TEJIOXPAHUTENs] MUMIEpAaTopa s CTAHOBUTHCA TOYHO HE
IJIAHUPYI0. DTO BCE, YTO ThI AOJKEH 3HATh, — OTBETHJIA, YETKO ITPOU3ZHOCS
Ka)KJI0€ CJIOBO.

— BepHo... 310 ObU10 OBI OMIKMOKOI, — oTO3BalCs Pec. U pe3ko Bbien
13 MOMX MOKOEB.

A 4 onmycTHIIach Ha MOJ U NOATSIHYJA K ce0e KOJIEHHU.

3710 OBLIO KECTOKO?

Wnu 3to Obu10 HEOOXOAUMO?..

B nmro6om cityyae qoiro CHAETh M KajJeTh ceOsS y MEHS IMPOCTO HET
BPEMEHU — s IOMHIO O JKeJaHuM ['peropa 10 KOHLA AHS YCIbIIaTh OT MEHS
OTBET Ha BOIPOC, CTaHy JHW s TMPETeHJOBaTh Ha THUTYJI 3aKOHHOU
HaclieHuUbl. Moe perieHue yxxe o3BydeHo Pecy: crany. Tenepb s 10KHA
JIOHECTH 3TO PelIeHue 10 BaaAblku CpeIuMuphbs.

W neno 3aech BOBCe HE B MOMX aMOMIMUSAX, a B BO3MOXHOCTH
MOJJIEpKaTh €ro JUHUIO TpaBiieHus. Ecau cBoMM CIIOBOM s XOTh Kak-TO
CMOTY TMOBJIMSITh Ha PACCTAHOBKY CHIJI, 51 CKaXXy 3TO CIOBO BCIYX.

bimaromapss cBoel Marymke s 3Haja, 4YTO YacTb 3HAaTU TOTOBA
paccMOTpeTh MEHS Kak TNOTEHIMAJIbHYI0 3aMEHYy HecrubaeMomy U
HeymnpasisgseMoMy ['peropy. 3aMeHy, Ha KOTOpYIO (B ciydae MmoOenbl) OHU
CMOIJIM OBl BIUSATH, JABUTh W KOTOPOW (B MEUTAX CBOMX) MOIJIM OBl
ynpaiath. Ceilyac 3TO CTallo OYEBUJHBIM. BOT mouemy Muiiequ Tak
NOHPABWJIOCh MO€ BBICTyIUIeHME Ha Oany Jlmama! OnHa uMmena Ha MeHs
BIIOJIHE KOHKPETHBIE IJIAHBI, CBSI3aHHBIE C BO3BPAILEHHEM KO ABOPY, €CIU
He BO naBoperr... Bonpoc B apyrom: a 3nan nu nopa Kactiapoit, uyto s —
naBoropogHas cectpa ['peropa?.. Kak MHOrOo Mosi Marh ycrieina COOOIIUTH
CBOMM COKO3HHMKAaM JI0 TOTO, KaK 1onaja B TEMHUILY ?

Nnu B ciayyae ¢ MECTHOM 3HAThIO BaKHO HE CTOJb MOE€ POACTBO C
mpaBsiiel ceMbeil, ckoiab Mosi cuia? Beab mpu BOCCTaHMM WM JIFOOOM
Apyroi MOMbITKE MEPEBOPOTA BIACTh TOCTAHETCS TOMY, KTO OyAeT CHUJIbHEE
u xutpee Bcex! Ho B Takom cityuae 51 Oyly Hy’KHa [MOOEIUTENIO TaXKe HE KaK
COIO3HMIIA, a KakK... HeBecTa?.. Miu, BO3MOXKHO JaXke — )KEHa. ..



Ot sTux MbIcied MeHs nepeaepHyiao. Ho ¢akr ects dakrt: Bpsg iu
KTO-TO U3 JOpAOB CpeauMHpbsi BO3KEIAECT OTKA3aThCs OT BJIACTH B MOIO
nosb3y. [Ipoiiie umeTs 3HEepromara mnoj OOKOM, a HE Ha TPOHE.

Ha... Tenepp cran siCEH TOT MOTOK HEraTWMBa, YTO BBUIWJIA HA MEHS
neau Baitoner mipu Bcem BhiciiieM oO1ectBe CpeauMupbs. Sl — sHEpromar.
A TakuM TOBapOM HE€ pa3OpachIBalOTCS. 3HAYUT, CIEAYET *kKAaTh XOJa OT
3HATU... U B Onmxaiiee Bpemsi. Cyl COCTOSIICS CETOIHS THEM, U, TI0 BCEH
BEPOSITHOCTH, B Onmkaiiiee Bpems [perop HomkeH Ha3HA4YUTh JaTy Oana,
Ha KOTOpOM s Oyay odulMaIbHO BBEJIeHa B o0uiecTBO Kak jgenu 3 bappo.
ban Kactipost Obu1 ckopee HEOPUIIMAIBHBIM MPUBETCTBUEM, @ MOU TUTYJ
Ha TOT MOMEHT MOJKPEIUIeH Juillb Oymaramu... OnHako B CpeaumMupbe
€CTh CJIaBHAs TPAJUIIMS 3aKPEIUISATh CBOM CTaTyC IpaHAUO3HBIM MHUPOM —
KeJaTelibHO C MPUINIAlICHUEM Bcel 3HaTU. BOT oH, MOMEHT!

JIr00OMBITHO, YTO JKACT MEHS Ha COOCTBEHHOM mpa3aHuke? MU...
no3BoiMuT s I[perop cumenmarb 3TOT NOpa3AHUK  OQUIHUATIBHBIM
MPEJICTAaBICHUEM HE CTOJBKO HOBOM IIIABBl pPO/AA, CKOJBKO... HOBOWU
HACJICIHULIBI UMIICPUN?

Jla, 3TO MOATOJKHET 3HATh YBEJIWYUTH CKOPOCTH BOIUIONICHHMS IUIAHA,
Y, BOBMOXKHO, OHU TJIe-TO OCTYIISITCS U JIOMYCTSAT OIITUOKY.

MBI pOCTO HE MOKEM HE UCIIOIB30BaTh 3TOT MIAHC!

Tak s u ckazana ['peropy BO BpeMsi MO3JHETO yKMHA B Y3KOM KpYyTy
€IMHOMBIIICHHUKOB. Eciiu ObITh TOUYHOM, 32 CTOJIOM HAaC CHJIEIIO TPOE.

— B TBOMX c10OBax €CTh CMBICI, HO 3TO OYEHb PUCKOBAHHO, — TPOU3HEC
I'perop, BHUMATENBHO WIS B MOM TJ1a3a.

— PuckoBanno? Jla. Ho yero Ham 6osathcs? Bbl cuibHEe BceX MaroB
umiiepud. A Pec — BTOpoil MO BeNWYMHE CWIbI, — OTBETWJA s, OpOCHUB
OBICTPBIN B3MJISAJl HA TEIIOXPAHUTENS BIIAJIBIKH.

— Ho Th1 — He Ooen. Tebs MOXHO JIETKO OO€3BPEIHTh, — 3aMETHII
HaCJICTHUK.

— S He Tak Oe33alUTHA, KaK BaM KaXeTCs, — MSTKO MapupoBala s, He
B/IaBasICh B MOAPOOHOCTH CBOUX YMEHHUH.

— MoskeM TpOBEPUTH 3aBTpa C yTpa, €Clid y TeOs MOSBUTCS JKeJaHUE, —
ycMmexHyics I perop.

S nonnsina 6poBu. OH OyaeT 60poTbest co MHOM? Cephe3Ho?..

— IIpomy, BoctippuHMMan MEHs BCEPbE3, — CKa3ala HACTOMYUBO.

— 5l oueHb cTaparCh, — XMBIKHYJI HACIEIHUK, & Y MEHS MMOKPACHEIU
HICKHU.



Hy ma. Hamuace TyT... ciacuTeNbHULA.

— W Bce e MbI He MOXKEM HE BOCTOJIB30BaThCA TAKUM PACKIIA0M!

— Jla, BTO JEUCTBUTENIBHO XOpoIllasi BO3MOXHOCTb OMNPEACIUTH
3aroBOPIIMKOB Oe3 JMUIITHEro 1ryma, — KuBHyn ['perop. — Ho Te1 He momkHa
3a0bIBaTh: B CBOE BpeMsi Pec ObLT 3aCTUTHYT BPacIUIOX aJICTITOM aKaJeMUU.

JIuto romy60I171a30r0 MPEBPATHIIOCh B KAMEHHYIO Macky. [la, 3To Obl1
yaap Huxe mosica... Ho, momuurcs, Pec roBopusi MHE 0 TOM, 4TO (Ha TOT
MOMEHT) ajienT POBEH HCIOIB30Ba CUJTY, O KOTOPOM HE JOJKEH ObLI
3HATh...

— Yro 310 OBLIA 32 cUIa? — CIPOCHUIIA HETPOMKO.

— 3anpenieHHbIe PYHbl, O KOTOPBIX aJI€NITaM HUYEro HE JIOJDKHO ObLIO
OBITh U3BECTHO, — OTBETHUJI TEJIOXPAHUTEIb BJIAJIBIKH.

— 3HAYUT, 0 HUX €My COOONIIII KTO-TO U3 TIpernoaBaTesie, — caenana s
JIOTUYHBIN BBIBOI.

— He 5710 BaxkHO. BaXHO TO, YTO MBI MOHATUS HE UMEEM, OT KOIO
MOXXET MPUNTU yriap, — ykazan ['perop. — A 3To 3HAYUT, 4TO BCE TOCTH Ha
TBOEM Oaiy OyayT MOJI MOJI03PEHUEM.

— Ha Bamem mecte s1 661 He 3a0bIBajia PO OMACHOCTb, KOTOpAsk UJET
U3 aKaJIeMHUH, — 3aMETUJIA s, HAXMYPUBIIUCK.

— Axkanemuen s 3aiiMych mozke. Korma Haliy 3aroBOpILMKOB Cpeau
3HaTH, — CHOKOWMHO ckazan [perop, u MeHs €ro Hecephbe3HOCTh OYEHb
Hampsnia... 4TO HE OCTAJIOCh He3aMmedeHHbIM. — He Bce cpazy, Kaupur.
HyXHO OBITH TeprenuBbIM, HWHA4YE TIOTOHS 3a JBYMS UEISIMU MOXET
OCTaBUTh Hac coBceM 0Oe3 pesynbraroB. Jlyuine gaBaili oOCyauM Jpyroi
BOIIPOC.

— Kakon?

— Kak TbI coOupaenibest BeCTU ce0sl, €CJIM KTO-TO U3 3HATH MPEAJIOKUT
TeO€ MPUCOECIMHUTHCS K OMMO3ULMHU? — CIOXKHUB JIAJOHU TEpeJl JIUIIOM,
crpocui ['perop.

— MHe HeoO0xoauMo OyleT MOABITPaTh €My, YTOOBI MOHSTh, CKOJIBKO
E€IIE JIFOIEN B CTOBOPE, — OTBETHUJIA 51 HE CIIEIIA, POAYMBIBAs Ka)KJI0€ CIOBO.

— Xopomo... a eciau Thl OyAellb... TaK CKaXeM... coOJla3HeHa
MPEJIOKEHHON 1EHOU? — CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, YTOUHMJI HACJICIHUK, B3IVISA]
KOTOPOTO CTaJl IPUCTAIHHBIM.

— S moknsinace Tebe B BepHocTH. KiatBa mara Hepymmma. Kisita
sHepromara — tem Oosiee. U, 94TOOBI THI MOHSUT cpasy, s HE 3HAIO, KaK ee



oboiitu. N He miaHupyro y3HaBaTh, — XOJOIHO MIPOU3HECHA S, TSI €My B
ryasa.

DTO HeOBepHE HauMHAET MOoa0eInBaTh. S JKe BBUIOKUIIA TIepe]] HUM
BCE CBOM KapThl!

— A ecmu Tebe mpemIoKar OCBOOOXKIAEHHWE Marepu? — 3amal
HEOXKUIAHHBIA BONpoC Iperop, m s HaBEepHAKAa PE3KO MEPEMEHWIIACH B
autie. — Mbl ¢ ToOOM He 00CYXJaau 3TOT BOIPOC, HO ThI JOJKHA 3HATh:
g HE TUIAHUPYIO BBIMYCKaTh MUIeAW u3 TeMmMHUlbl. Hu ceityac, HuU B
Onmmxaiiiee Bpemsi.

S cMoTpena Ha Hero, He Mopras, U CyX0 COOOIINIIA:

— DTO Ballle MPaBO KaK BIAJbIKA UMIIEPUHU.

['perop npunoHsI NoA00POJOK, IISIAS HA MEHSI CBEPXY BHH3, a 3aT€EM
Ha €ro JINIIE MOSBWIACH JIETKas YIbIOKa.

— TBOst Marb — onacHbIM Urpok. M cunbpHbIN conepHUK. £ 10 cux mop
HE TOHSI, KaK OHa TepeaBaia Tede MmociaHus, — cka3aj OH.

— Bri 3HaeTe 000 BceM ee... OOIIEHUU ¢ BHEITHUM MUPOM? — CIIPOCHJIA
s, TJIs]1s1 Ha OOKaJl C BUHOM B CBOEH pYKE.

— Jla. MBI unTaeM Bce 3alUCKH, NEpe] TEM KaK OHU OTIPABIISIOTCS
aapecaram, — Onaronapst apredakTy, BMOHTUPOBAHHOMY B MTOTOJIOK KaMepHI.
JIt00OMBITHO, YTO OHU UCYE3AIOT B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia MWJIEAH MOAXOAUT K
peleTKe.

— Ilouemy? — ymuBuiach . — OHa MOXET CIIOKOWHO BBIOPOCHUTH
3aMUCKYy 4Yepe3 penieTKy B KOPUI0p, a TaM €€ IMOJHHUMET KaKON-HUOYIb
MOJIKYTUICHHBIN CTPaXKHUK.

— Hy, Bo-mepBbIX, MOTOMY 4YTO MUJIEAM 3amepra B OaliHe — a HE B
nojiBajie, Kak ObLUIO CKa3aHO JIOpJaM. A BO-BTOPBIX, Ha 3€MJIE€ O]l OKHOM
HUKOTJIa HE HAXOJWJIW HU OJHOW 3amucku. W, y4yuThIBas, 4TO mHajcHUE
CKOMKaHHOTO KJIOYKa OyMaru ¢ BBICOTHI OaIllHU 3aHUMAeT Mapy CEKyH]I, a
CTpaXa CTOHUT MPSAMEXOHBKO MOJ| OKHOM MWJIEAH — TOJBKO TPHUALATHIO
METpaMu HWXKE, — S 33Jal0Ch JIOTHYHBIM BOIPOCOM: KyAa HMCYE3AOT
MOCJIaHUA?

A s XMBIKHYJIa po cebs. BoT MHe 3T0 sicHO Kak JieHb. Hert, eciu Obl
MPOIECCOM «cOOpay 3alKMCOK 3aHUMAJICSI CaM HAcCJIEIHUK — OH OBl cpa3y
MOYYBCTBOBaJl KpOBb Xaoca. YBEpeHa, OH CIOCOOEH pacrno3HaBaTh €€ B
npoctpancTBe. Ho maxke panbliie, ueM cpaboTaeT ero HioX, cpabOTalOT €ro
pediekcsl, a s 3Hato, 9yTo ['perop oTnuHsIM Ooerr.



Hu on, Hu Pec He npornyctusiiv Obl MOSBICHUST OJU3HEIIOB — OTKY/1a Obl
T€ HU BBIIPBITHYJM M B KaKyl0 WLIeJIb HU 3a0WIUCh OBl IOCIE CBOErO
MPBDKKA. DTO OHU MOAXBATHIBAIOT MOCIAHUS MATYIIIKHU.

N, koHewyHO, mpocTasi, MyCTh M XOpouo OOydeHHas, CTpaxka He
criocoOHa yTHAThCS 3a 9TOM MapOYKON MOTYKpPOBOK. /la uTo Tam yrHaTthes?
OHHU HE CIOCOOHBI TaKe 3aMETHUTh UX!

A TOTOM s BCIOMHWJIA TOT JI€Hb, KOTJIa Mbl BO3BpAIIAJIUChH W3 3/IaHUS
Cyla, ¥ MOHsIA. ..

Haxe Pec ux He 3ametui! Mnu cnenan BU, 4To HE 3amMeTHn?..

Tax... B 11000M U3 ClIydyaeB MHE HE CTOUT Jjajie€ TaUuTh 3TOT (DaKT.

— 910 Onu3Henpl. OHU TIepearoT MOCHaHUs, — CKa3aja s CIep)KaHHO U
oTrnuja U3 Ookasa.

Jlonruii B3mIsiJ, KOTOPHIM MEHSI Harpajujii, HEMHOTO Hampsr. A 3arem
I'perop nosepnyiics k Pecy u npousHec:

— To1 6611 MpaB. OHa pacckasaia cama.

W s 3acTbu1a, HE 3Has, KaK Ha ATO pearupoBarth.

— IIpoctu, Kaiiput. Ho sTa mpoBepka Oblia HeoOxoauma. — I'perop
3aMETHJI MO BCIIBIXHYBILIWM B3I,

— S xe moxisnack Tebe B BepHocTH! M yke ABaxabl 00 3TOM
HarioMHuiIa! — $ Bckouwmia, eBa CAepKUBasi IPaBEHOE HETOJJOBAHHUE.

— Csanp Ha MeCTO, — CIIOKOMHO, HO BJIACTHO ToTpedoBan ['perop, u s
MOAYMHUIIACK.

C HaACIEeIHUKOM CJI0KHO CIIOPHUTb.

— 51 e ckazain: 3To 0bUT10 HeoOxoauMo. W OobIle HE TTOBTOPUTCH.

MeHs OKMHYJHU €Ile OJHUM B3IVISJIOM, CYTh KOTOPOTO CBOAMIACKH K « Sl
TeOe Bepro, HO HE MOT HE MPOBEepUTHY. JlagHo. Sl HEMHOro yCIOKOuIach, a
I'perop nmponosku:

— Jlo sTOoro MOMeHTa HaM OBUIO BBITOJHO TMO3BOJIATH ONM3HEIAM
JOCTaBIISITh MOCIAHUS afpecaraM: 0JaroJapsi 3TOMy Mbl 3HA€M HEKOTOPHIE
nMeHa 3aroBopiiukoB. Ho B Ommkaiiiiiee BpeMs OHHM OyayT B3SITBI T10J
CTpaxYy.

— He yBepena, 4To BBl CMOXeETe€ HMX IOWMaTh, — 3aMeTWia i U
n00aBuiia, CIOBUB BOJIHY XO0JIoAa OT oOoux MyxuuH: — [Ipu Bceil Bameit
CHUJIE — OHU MOYTHU HEYJIOBUMBI.

— W Tem He MeHee UX yKe OTIaBIMBAIIN, — CyX0 HanmoMHuUI [ 'perop.

— Korja oHu camu TOro 3axoTenu, — OCTOPOXKHO OTBETHIIA 1.

31UTh €ro y MEHSI HaMepeHHUs He ObLIO.



— Urak... — npoTsHyna s, 4yBCTBYsS, 4TO arMoc(depa HaKaJIWIaCh. —
Kakue nnansl Ha 3aBTpalIHUM JEHb?

— Ter Oyaems OONBIIYIO YAacTh BPEMEHHM MPOBOAUTH B BOCTOUYHOM
Kpbute nBopra. Jlo Tex mop, moka HE COCTOWTCS Oan B TBOIO 4ecTh. [la,
NpOXOAWTh OH Oymer 31ech, Bo JaBopie. EcrectBenno. Hacnennuiia
UMIIEpUU TPOCTO HE MOXET MO3BOJIUTH CeO€ YCTpaWBaTh NMPUEM B TOM
MOTPETIAHHOM JIOME, YTO JI0CTaJICA Te0e OT poaUTENEH.

CekyHna, BTOpas. ..

—Yro? Tak, HeT, cton! Tel Bce-Taku OOBSBUIIL MEHS HACIETHULIEH?!

— W uepe3 Tpu AHSA cOCTOUTCS TBOW MEpBbIA Oall U MEpPBBIA MpPUEM B
TBOIO YECTh, — C YCMEIIKOM OTBETUI [ perop.

A He cmomma cnepxarh OnaromapHoi ynbiOku. M, nma, s MOHSATHSA HE
UMEI0, Yero B Hell ObLIo OoJbllle — ONaroJapHOCTH WM PAJOCTH OT €ro
pEUIEHUs TOBEPUTHCA MHE?..

['perop ynbiOHyncs. Pec monva nun u3 Ookana, U MOsl paAoCTh UyTh
YMEHBIIWJIACH.

— A 4YTO TBI TaM CKaszajd MO IOBOAY BOCTOYHOIO KpbUIa? —
MIPUTIOMHUJIA, TIEPEBOISI TEMY.

— Tebe HeoOxoauMO HamuTarbes 3MaHarusamu mupa Ilopsaka. Otenn
HaJIOXKWJI HA Ty 4acTh JBOPIA 3alIUTHOE 3aKJISAThE, U Marus U3HU OOJIbIIE
HE POCAYMBAECTCS B UMIIEPHIO, IEPEKPHITAST HE3PUMBIM KynosioM. Jla, gaxe
IPU 3aKPBITOM MPOXOJAE KPYMHIIBI 3TOM CUIIBI MPOOUpANIUCh K HaM... HO
MOM OTeIl] OCTaHOBUJI ATOT Mpoliecc, — oObsicHUI ['perop, BBOIS MEHS B
IIOJIHBIN CTYIIOP.

— Tak Te cioBa, 4to KpoBb [lopsiaka u ectb Marus »Ku3Hu, 3TO. ..

— Bce BepHo. Ham He HY:XHO BIMBaTh B CBOM BEHBI KPOBb OOUTATENS
mupa Ilopsaka. X mMarus npocaynBaeTcs K HAM U HAIIUTBHIBAET IPABSALLIUN
POJI yoKe OOJIbIIe THICSYH JIET.

— Tak BOT mouemy uMneparop CUIAT Ha TPOHE UMEHHO B TOM 3aJje€... —
JOIIO 10 MEHSI.

— HWmenno. U tenmepp TeOe mnpuaercs OBICTPEHBKO HaBEPCTATh
ynyiieHHoe. MHaue TBOSI XU3HH MOXET HEOXHJAaHHO 000pBaThCcsi — B
OTJIMYME OT HAIIMX XKU3HEU, — CKa3ajl HACJIEAHUK, CEPbE3HO SIS HA MEHS.

— Ho Tpu nHd... — HenoBepunBO NpoTaHyaa . — K Tomy xe... KoMy
noHa0ouTca MeHst yousats? U 3auem?

— Ha Tebst yxe coBepiianyd MNOKYIIEHUE — YTOOBI HE JOMYCTUTH
onpasnanus Peca. Tel coBceM 3a0blia 0 TOM HamaJeHUH, — HETOBOJIHHBIM



roja0coM npousHec I perop.

— Her, s momMHIO 00 3TOM, IPOCTO... ChylIaHue yxe npounuio. K tomy
e Ha Oany g Oyly akKTMBHO JEMOHCTPUPOBATH OTCYTCTBHE KaKON-IHOO
cuMnaruu K Tede u k Pecy — uToObl HE CITyTHYTh 3arOBOPIIUKOB. . .

S 3amoIikiIa MO/ TSYKETBIM B3IVISIIOM ABYX MYXKYHH.

— Te1 cinmmkom OGecrieuna, — ckasan Pec.

— Kak c s13b1Ka CHslT, — He CBOJIS ¢ MEeHs a3, 1o6asui ['perop.

— Xopoio, s Bac MOHsuIa, Oylay HOYEBaTb B BOCTOUYHOM KpbUIE, —
KHBHYJIA 51 ¥ Hayaja akTUBHO KOBBIPSITH BUJIKOM B canare.

— U tBOM Ipy3B4...

Pe3ko mopHsna B3miAx Ha HacimegHuka. OH Tak M HE YCTPOWII HAIlen
BCTPEUHU — XOTS 00eIIall. ..

— OHU JOMKHBI MPUCYTCTBOBAThH Ha Oaiy, — moous mens [perop.

—Yr0?..
— MBI TOIKHBI ITOKa3aTh TeOs MPUHIIECCONH-OYHTAPKOM, — YIIBIOAsCh U
nepersiapBasCh ¢ Pecom, OTBETHSI HACIeIHWK, — 4YTOOBI 3HATh ObLIA

YBEPEHA: ThI HE I10J, MOUM KOHTPOJIEM.
— Ho s mox TBOMM KOHTPOJIEM. ..

— Ja. ITog MmouM... — npotstHyi I'perop, nmpuctanpHO A4S HA MEHS. —
Pec, ocTaBsb Hac.
— Bame BbicouecTBO... — TenoxpaHuTeb MOAHSIICSH, HO HE TOPOIUIICA

BBIXOJIUTH U3-3a CTOJIA.
— Ham Hyx)HO noroBoputh ¢ Kapur... HaeauHe.



InaBa 17. Taiinbl Cpequmupbs. Hacto 4

B ronoBe MrHOBEHHO 3a3BEHEIIO, a TEJIO OpPOCUIIO B *kap. 3aueM Ham
OCTaBaTbCs HaeaIuHe”..

S moBepHyna TroJOBY K TEJIOXPAHUTEIIO BIIAJIBIKH, YTOOBI TiIazaMu
MOMPOCUTH HE YXOIUTh, HO OH YK€ MOJT4a BBIXOAMII U3 3aJIa.

W noyemy s HUKaK HE MOTY CMHPHUTBCS € €T0 MOCITyIIaHneM?!

— ThI Tak ¥ HE OTBETUJI HA MOM BOMPOC, — ONIEPEANIIA YKE OTKPBIBIIETO
pot I'peropa, BHOBb OIlyCKas B3IVIAJ B TapeiKy W YHOPHO Jeasi BUI, YTO
amreTUT BCE €IC HE TOKUHYJ MEHS. ..

— Ha kakoii *MEHHO? — CITOKOMHO TTOMHTEPECOBAJICS HACJIEIHUK.

— I'me TBOst HEBecTa?

Jla, CIMIIKOM TNOCHENIHO OTBETWJA. M omnpeneseHHo B MOEM ToJioce
CJIBIILIAJICS. UCITYT ...

— Thl MeHS OOMIIBCSA? — C JIETKOM JI0JIeH yauBIeHUs cripocui I perop.

[Toka s1 cooOpaxana, 4TO OTBETUTh, OH OTCTaBWJI OOKaJj, MOAHSJICSA U
o0ol111es CToJI, MPUOIMXasich KO MHE.

— Kaitput?

Sl mocmoTpena Ha HEro CHU3Y BBEPX.

— 51 He oueHb MOHMMAIO, YeTO OT TeOS OKHUIATh... KOTJIa MBI OCTaeMCs
OJTHU, — OTBETUJIA MIPEICIBHO YECTHO.

— W 710 TEOst myraer? — cipocui OH, BHUMATEIBHO U U3YYalollle IIIsIs
Ha MOE JIUIIO.

— Thl MeHs IoeNIoBaI. — I OIyCTHIIA TOJIOBY.

— Tebe MOHPABUIIOCK.

Yro?

— ...

— Tak 4YTO IUIOXOr0 MPOU30UUIO0? — TPOMOJKWI CIPAIINBAThH
HACJIIEIHUK, a s COBCEM pacTepsulach. IPU YEM 34eChb TO, YTO MHE
MTOHPaBUJIOCH? !

— Eme nmapy nHen Hazan Thl MOJKIIAIbIBalI MeHs nof Peca. — S pe3ko
MIOIHSIA HA HETO IENKHUI B3I,

— 51 "He monkaabiBan Tebs oy Peca, — ¢ ynbiOkoit mapupoBain [ perop.

— Jla? Torga kak moHuUMaTh TBOHM OecciioBecHbIM mpuka3z «Crenail ee
CBOEI JIIOOOBHUILIEN ?



— S He otnaBan Pecy HUKakux HpHKa3oB, Kacarouuxcs TeOs. Jluib
O3BYYMJI HACTOSITEJIbHYI0 MPOChOY KOHTPOIUPOBATH TBOE HEMOMEPHOE
JTOOOMBITCTBO W, €CIW HYXXHO, OTBJIEKaTb TBOE€ BHHMAaHHUE BCEMU
JTOCTYITHBIMHU CIIOCOOaMH.

— «OtBnekarr BHUMaHue»? Toraa OoH TpakToBad 3Ty (GOPMYIUPOBKY
BEChbMa BOJIBHO... — YCMEXHYBIIIUCH, S OTIUIA U3 OoKaa.

— S He Xouy 3HaTb O TOM, YTO MEXIY BaMH HPOUCXOIUIIO, —
VIIUBUTEJILHO CHOKOMHBIM TOHOM mpousHec [perop. — Ha ToT mMomeHT y
MEHsI He ObLIO Ha T€Osi HUKAKUX TJIAHOB.

— A ceifdac ecTb? — TUXO CIPOCHIIA sI, IOYEMY-TO OIILYIasi 03HOO.

— OTO Thl MHE JOJDKHA CKa3arb, — MEIJICHHO OTBETHJI HACJICIHUK.
HeoxnmanHO mpoBen JagoOHBIO MO MOEU PYKE... W 3a JIOKOThb MOJHSUI CO
ctyna. — [louemy Te0si Tak HUHTEPECYET, UTO CIYUUIOCH C MOEH HEBECTOMU? —
psAMo cripocui [ perop.

— Iloromy d4tO s Huyero He cublmaia o Hew. Ho 3Har0 o ee
CYIIIECTBOBAaHUH, — YECTHO OTBETHJIA 5, CTapasiCh UTHOPUPOBAThH OJM30CThH
HACJICTHUKA.

— Twl mpaBa, oHa cyIliecTBOBaia, — POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM COOOIIWJ OH. —
Ho ymepina.

— Ee yOunu? — cnopocuna s, 4yBCTBYS, KaK CHJIbHO 3arpoxoTajio B
IPYyAU CEepALe.

— Her. D10 Oblma... ecTecTBEHHas MpUYMHA, — 03 AMOIMN CKa3al
I'perop.

— Korna sto npousonuio?

— Okomno roga Haszan.

EcrecTBeHHas mpu4rHa CMEPTH B CTOJIb FOHOM Bo3pacTe? CKOJBKO €1
owu10? JBamuars? JBaguars asa?..

boru u nemonnl! OH B OJAWH TOJ JIMIIWICA WM HEBECThI, U Opara!
XopoI11o X0Th, MBI [on0epr cymen BBDKUTS! ..

— I'perop, s HE 3HAIO, YTO CKA3aTh... MHE OYEHb JKAJIb.

Jlaxke mpeAcTaBUTh HE MOTY, KaK €My OBLIO TSIXKEINO.

— A rze TBosA Marb? — peumia IpoAOHKUTE paccupoc O OmbKalimmx
POICTBEHHUKAX.

— OHa MoKuHYyJa IBOPEIl OKOJIO TSATH JIET Ha3al, U CKOpee BCEro s ObuI
TOMY MIPUYUHOMN. — [ perop OTBEpHYIICS U YCTABUICS KyAa-TO B CTECHY.

OH yXe ymoMHHAaJ, 4TO OBLI JOBOJBHO HEYypaBHOBEIIEHHBIM... Ho
nocJe 3atoueHus [ HeBa Mimmeparopa cran 6oiee 0CTOPOKHBIM.



— ThI caMm OTTONKHYII €e? — Jorajanacs .

— [elictBoBaTh uepe3 ONM3KMX — caMas BepHas TaKTUKa s
npoTuBHUKOB. Ho s1 0611 c1a6. 1 HE cMOT OTTOJIKHYTH OT ce0s1 BCEX.

Jla, ero HEBECTA — OHA OCTAJIACH C HUM BO JIBOPIIE.

Ho nenapgosro...

— I'perop, — s monoxuna TaJoHb €My Ha IIEKY, MATKO 3acCTaBIIsIs
MMOBEPHYTHCS M IOCMOTPETh Ha MEHS, — 1 HUKyAa HE JeHychb. U s, u Pec...
MBI 00a Oys1eM 3/1€Ch, C TOOOM.

— Thl MPOU3HOCUIIB 3TO, — CTPAHHBIM, JIUIIEHHBIM 3MOIIMH TOJIOCOM
oro3Baics [ perop, — u 1axke He OCO3HAEIIb, KAK MHOTO 3Ha4aT TBOM CJIOBA.

Xaoc MoXpH BCEX 3aroBOPIIUKOB! Benb y HEro 1eMCTBUTEIIBHO HUKOTO
HET. Y HEro e€CTh JINIIb MTOCIYIIHbIN €ro BoJie Pec.

Panbiie s Mmora moHsSTh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITH ojuHOKOM. Ho ceituac. ..

Ho ceituac y MeHs ecTb Apy3bs. Y MEHSA €CTh T€, K KOMYy S MOTYy
OoOpaTUTHCS B CIy4dae HYKIIbI.

A OH ocCTaeTcs BCe TaKUM K€ OIMHOKHUM — OYyKBaJIbHO B CTAHE BParos.

Mory mu a1 eMy 4yem-To nmomoub? JKanmkuii Bonpoc. MHe naxke cTajo
CTBIIHO 32 HETO. ..

['perop HeOXKMAAHHO MPOBEN PYKOU IO MOUM BOJIOCAM.

— Sl Tebs Hu k yemy He mpuHYXknaro. Jlaxxe He maBmo. Ho ecnu ThI
3aX04€llb CErOAHA 3aCHYTh CO MHOM PSAIOM — IPOCTO 3aCHYTh. .. MOU JBEPH
111 T€0S1 OTKPBITHI, — HETPOMKO CKa3all OH.

S crosna, misiAsS HA HETO IIMPOKO PACKPBITBIMU INIa3aMH, TEPSSICh OT
COOCTBEHHBIX MbICIIEM W 4yBCcTB. OJHa 4YacTh MEHS pBaJlaCh K HEMY,
HCTEKasi CECTPUHCKUMHU CJI€3aMH M KeJlas COrpeTh €ro B CBOUX pyKax.
Btopas yacth oco3HaBana, uto I’ perop — ujaeanbHbIi, TpodeccuoHaTbHBIN
MaHHUMOYJISITOpP, W TpPU BCEM TPAaruyHOCTH CBOEH CyabObl OH OCTaeTCs
XUTPEUIINM U3 UTPOKOB U — yBepeHa! — MOIb3yeTcsi TeM, YTO CIIOCOOEH
BBI3bIBATH COUYBCTBHE. . .

TpeTbs e 4acTh WCIIYTaHHO C)KAJIACh TAE-TO Ha 3aJIBOPKaX CO3HAHMS
Y THXO MHUILNAJIA O TOM, YTO 5 €II€ HUKOIJIa HE 3achllaja B KOMHATE JPYroro
MYKUMHBI. .. U YK TeM 0oJiee He 3achinajia ¢ My»KYMHOM Ha OJTHOM KPOBATH.

— Tol BHOBb Hamyrana. — ['perop Msrko yibIOHYJICS, HO BECEJbS B €r0
maszax He Obuio. OH yOpan mOpsiib BOJOC MHE 3a yXO U OCTOPOXKHO
JTOTPOHYJICS Ty0aMu J10 Moero Jioa. — Mau cnars. ..

S nmoguumHUIAch, HO HEHANONTO 3aCThUla y JIBEpEil, OOCPHYBIIUCH.
['perop mpomomkan CTOSTh y CTOJIa M 3aAyMYMBO CMOTPETh Ha IUiamsi B



KaMUHE.

EnBa He 6erom q00paBIIMCH /10 CBOEH CHalibHU, S 3aKpbLla JABEPh Ha
3aIlleIKy, CHsJIa TUIaThe 0e3 MOMOIIM CIIY>)KaHOK M 3a0pajach Ha MOCTENb.
Heckonbko MHUHYT cujena, MHOJ00paB KOJIEHM U ONYCTUB Ha HUX
o100 POJIOK.

Kaxoit peakiuu oH OoT MeHs xAan? UTo s TyT e corairych U mooery
B ero nokou? Mnu 4To BHOBB MO3BONIO ce0s monenoBarb? OH ke NOKEeH
MMOHKUMATh, HACKOJIBKO BCE 3TO MUKO! OCOOEHHO TOCie TOro, Kak OH IMOYTH
MPU3HAJICS B TOM, 4YTO 3aHMMAJICSI CBOJHUYECTBOM, IOKA Yy HEr0 HE
MOSIBUJIMCHh HA MEHS CBOM ILJIaHbI!

S Benp ero He obunena?.. EMy U Tak B *U3HU J0OCTajloCh... Eile u
HeBecTa ymepna. OTery cKopee HalmoOMHWHAeT MaMSATHUK camMoMy cebe —
XOpOIIO XOTh, €I[€ CaM HOramMu Tepedupaer. A s Tak MPOCTO B3sja U
OTTOJIKHYJIA €T0...

Hy Her, s xe ero He orrankuBana! OH OpEeNyIOKWI — a s JaXKE HE
ycIieyna OTBETUTh!

Xopomnio — He TO 4YTOOBl «HE ycmena». [IpocTo caumikoMm g0JTr0
aymarna.

A dgero oH oT MeHs xoten?! MHe Toxe B xu3HH goctanocs! Ho mpu
ATOM 51 HE MPOITy KOTO ObI TO HH OBUIO TIEPEHOYEBATh CO MHON B OJHOM
MOCTEJIA — WU €1IE KAK MOTPETh!

TyT MHe BcmoMHMIIaCh MOsI e cOOCTBEHHas Mpock0a, ckazaHHas Pecy
HECKOJIBKO JHEW Ha3a/l.

«OOHUMU MeHsLY

Moiua noaTsHYB K ce0e MOAYIIKY, 1 YTKHyJach B Hee juioM. Kakue
MBI 3/IECh BCE OJMHOKHE — B 3TOM OTPOMHOM MPEKPACHOM JBOPIIE. . .

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT $ IIJ1a TI0 KOPUAOPY, CTHIITIMBO OOHUMAas ceOs
3a IUICYM: HOYHAsl COpPOYKa — 3TO HE TOT HapsAd, B KOTOPOM XOYETCS
0Ka3aTbCsl 3aCTUTHYTOM CIIyTaMH UJIU CTPAXKEH.

OcTaHOBUBIIKCH NIEPE] TOKOAMU [ peropa, THXOHBKO MOCTYyYanach.

OTtBera He ObUIO, HO I BCE € 3alllia... U OCTAHOBWJIACH, 3aKPBIB 3a
co0oii Bepb. BoT, 51 31eck. U eme He 1O3IHO YHTH. ..

[IpeononeB cOOCTBEHHYIO HEYBEPEHHOCTh, OCTOPOXKHO MPOOpasiach K
CrajibHe TMOYTH B TOJHOW TemHOoTe. S OblIa 37ech BIEpPBBIE, HO
PACIIOI0XKEHNE KOMHAT JIOJKHO OBITh aHAJIOTUYHBIM. . .

VYramama. W 3acteuia B JABEpHOM Impoeme, msas Ha [peropa,
OCBELIEHHOIO TOJIBKO IUIAMEHEM CBEYH.



3acThlI U OH, CTOS OKOJIO OTPOMHOM MOCTENH, YCIIEB JIMILIb OTKUHYTh B
CTOPOHY CHATYIO pyOaxy.

— Te1 npuma... — B ero roioce ciplaioch yIUBICHHE.

— TbI mONIPOCHUIT, — OTBETHIIA THXO.

— 3alwupaiics, 37€Ch JOBOJIBHO MpoxiagHo. — OH MPUIIOAHSIT YTOJIOK
oJlesl1a, U A TYT K€ HbIPHYJA O] HETO.

He TO 4T00BI 5 cOBceM pacTepsijia CTBIA... IMPOCTO CTOSTH TEpPEN
HACJICTHUKOM B OJTHOM HOYHOM COPOYKE, YUUTHIBASI, YTO HA HEM U3 OJICK]IbI
OCTAJIMUCh TOJBKO IITAHBI. ..

B oOmiem, s nu3baBwia Hac 00OMX OT JuUIEe3peHusi HenoTpedcTra. 1
Cpa3y OTBEpHYJIach K OKHY.

Msrknil CMEIIOK 3aCTaBUII CKaThCA. A ero HacMmemmmna?..

— He nepexuBai, kpoBaTb OrpoMHas. Tbl Ja)k€ HE MOYYBCTBYELIb
MOEro TMPUCYTCTBUA, — KaXKETCd, C YIbIOKOM oTBeTws [perop u TOXKE
3a0paJicst oJ| OJesI0.

— A 4o Oyner yrpoM? — nporienTaia eiBa CIbIIIHO.

— S mpocHych mnopanslie, paz0yxy TeOd U OTKpPOIO MOPTal B TBOU
IIOKOU, — CITIOKOMHO OTBETWII [ perop.

S MraHoBeHHoO ycnokownach. Ilomamareca ciiyram Ha mia3a, a moToM
CJIYIIATh MPO ce0sl HEBECTh UTO — s HE TJIaHUPOBAJa.

[ma3a TyT ke Ha4aJd CIUIMATHCH. . .

DTO MOU NEpBbIA HOPMAJIbHBIA COH 3a... 32 CKOJbKO? 3a IBOE CYTOK?
Nnu 3a Tpoe cytok?.. Huuero cebe, a Bellb s He clajia ¢ TeX Mop, Kak...

* %%
— Karipur.
Sl HexoTs OTKphLIA MIa3a U MocMoTpelia Ha o ['peropa. A?..
3acThLia.
Bcerniomuamna.
Brinoxnyia.
— V T1e0s uHTepecHas MHUMHKA. Takas MNOABUXKHAsA, — C YJIbIOKOH

3aMETHJT HACJIETHUK.
— S Tak kpemko cmasia, 4ro HE Cpa3y BCIOMHWJA, TAE 5, KOraa
MIPOCHYJACh, — MOJACIWIACH, TPOTUpas I1a3a.



['perop ynbIOHYNCS ele Msrde, 4eM BbI3BAJl BO MHE CTPaHHYIO
pEaKIMI0: HEBOJIBHO 3aXOTENOCh YABIOHYThCA B OTBET. M, ynuBuTenbHOE
710, 1 COBCEM HE ONIyIaJia KaKOH-I1M00 HEJTOBKOCTH. MOXKET, BCE JIeN0 B
TOM, YTO KPOBaTh JEHCTBUTEIBHO OKa3ajJach OPOMHOM M 32 HOYb Sl HU pazy
HE CTONKHYNAach ¢ [peropom? bomee TOoro — MrHOBEHHO BBHIPYOWJIACh H
npocmnaia J0 camoro yrpa!

S monua pasmisgabiBania HAacleIHWKA. biegHas Koka M YepHbIE Ia3a
yxxe He myrand. Hampotus. Ilyrama wmbicib, 4TO Korja-HUOydbh TJa3a
OKOHYATEJIbHO MOYEPHEIOT, a BOJIOCHI CTAHYT TAKUMH K€ O€JIbIMU, KaK Y €ro
OTIIA. ..

— Tw1 Oombiie HE OomIbCs, — 3ameTu1 [ perop.

— TblI OoJIbIIIE HE MyTaCIllb, — 3aMETHUJIA B OTBET.

MBI yabIOHYIUCH IPYT APYTY.

bpar?

— TsI mpenectHa ¢ yTpa, — ckazain ['perop.

— A TBI C yTpa BCE TAKOM K€ HACIEIHUK, — OTBETHJIA YECTHO.

['perop ycMexHy/lCs U CKIOHWJ TOJIOBY HAOOK, MPOJOJDKas
paccmaTrpuBarh MOE€ JIUIIO.

He opar?

— [louemy y MeHs OlLIyIIEHUE, YTO Thl YEM-TO YAUBIEH? — CIIPOCHIIA 5
HETPOMKO.

— YnuBnen? Jla, noxanyid. TeM, 4TO HUKaK HE MOTY NPHUBBIKHYTh K
Tebe, — 0TO3BaJICsl HACJIEIHUK.

— 51 BO nBOpIIE TpETUH JIE€Hb — 3TO €CJIM CUUTATh T€ MOJTOPA JHS, UTO 5
npoBesa B kokoHe Peca. PaHoBaro [j1st BEIpaOOTKHU MPUBBIYKU, — XMBIKHYJIA
s, IPUTIOJHUMASICh HA JIOKTSAX.

— Thl HE MOHMMAEIIIb, — TOKAYaJI TOJIOBOW HAacHeAHUK. — S 3Hat0 0 Tebe
C camMoro TBoero poxiaeHus. W s Bcerma BoclnpuHHMan TeOs Kak
OMacHOCTh... M1 BOT celyac Thl 371€Ch, PAJIOM CO MHOH, MOMJACPKHUBACIID
MEHSI. JTO... HEOPUBBIYHO.

— JItoO6ombITHO, HO, Jake HE 3Has O TOM, YTO Thl — MOU JIBOIOPOJHBIN
Opar, s ToXe BOCIIpHHUMAJa TeOsl KaK OMMacHOCTb, — (DBIPKHYIIA 5.

[Tomusnack ¢ mocrenu.

N BOT TyT TOTaIbHOE OIIYIIEHUE HEJIOBKOCTH HABAJIUJIOCHh BCEM CBOUM
BECOM, OyKBaJIbHO MPUOMBAs K MOJY: s BAPYT OCO3Hajla, YTO s B HOYHOM
COpOYKE... OOCUKOM... B MY>KCKOU CITAJIbHE.

W B xpoBarh yKe HE BEPHYTHCS — HEMTPABUIIBHO IIOUMYT.



[Ipunuiocs npuKIIaabIBaTh YCWINS U JI€JIaTh BUJ, YTO BCE B MOPSIAKE.
A ellle — ITHOPUPOBATh CTPaHHbIN B3I [ peropa.

HeBonbHO 00HsIa ce0s 3a TIIeUH.

— He oTkpoenmp mpoxoq B MOM MOKOM?.. — CHPOCHJIA CJIETKA
HaNPSKEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

[Topran OTKpBUICA MTHOBEHHO.

— bnarogapro, — ckazana g pPOBHBIM TOJIOCOM M, HE pa3gyMbIBas,
CTyIWJIa BHYTPb.

Brinuta yxe B CBOMX MOKOSIX, JOXKAANach, KOra MOpTajil 3aKpOETCH. ..
Y BBIJIOXHYJIA.

DTO OBLIO CTPAHHO.

Heckonbvko uacoe cnycms

S 6ponuna okosio aBepH, Kycast HOrtu. Uto s um ckaxy? UTo miaHsbl
noMeHsuich? Mnu 4yTto He MeHsIUCh BOBce?.. Benb UTOr OAMH: HAM HYKHO
HaWTH WHTpUraHo-3aroBopuukoB! Xaoc! U mpu 3ToM s gomkHa Oyny
MOJIYATh O TOM, 4TO MBI ¢ [ peropom teneps 3a0aHO! ..

CrpaxHUK, OXpaHSABIIMM BXOJ B IIOKOM, TJE€ PACIIOJIOKWINCH W3TOH,
MoJT4a HaOIroal 38 MOUMU METaHUSMHU.

Hert, nonro tak mpomomxarbcs HE MOXeT! B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, 3a 4TO s
eM ce0s 3akuBo?! 3a TO, UYTO OHU 37I€Ch MOJ] CTPaXKeil, a 1 — B COOCTBEHHBIX
MOKOSIX, TOPOM 00e/1at0 ¢ HACIEAHUKOM U pasryiuBaro rae xouy?! Hy BoT, k
IIPUMEpPY, BCE YTPO ATOrO AHSA A MPOBENA B BOCTOYHOM KpBUIE ABOpLA —
cuinor mupa I[lopsiaka HanuTeiBanack. M BoBce qaxe He XoTena TaM OBITb.
A BYepa BOT cliajia B IOKOSX HACJIEAHUKA, TOTOMY UTO TakK HaJo0 ObUIO.

— Xaoc... —mpobopmorana s cedbe 1Mo HoC, POHsIsl JIUIO B JIAJJOHU.

3areM BBINPAMWIACH, KUBHYJIA CTPAXKHUKY, U TOT IMPOIYCTUI MEHS
BHYTDb.

— Macrep! — Ily3a4o nepBbIM 3aMETUII MEHSI U PAJOCTHO TMOAHSJICSA C
Kpecna.

Cremom 3a HUM MEHSI IPUBETCTBOBAI [ pOr — OTHMM BBIPa3UTEIbHBIM
B3IVISIJIOM (JIaXKe 3HATh HE XOUY, UTO OH 0003Haual).

— OHa He B Ayxe, — cooburmia Tara, CTpeMHUTENBHO NOAXOA KO MHE U
3I0pPOBAsICh OJHUM KOPOTKHUM KHBKOM.



— Kto He B nyxe... — S naxke He ycnesna 3aKOHUUTh BOIIPOC, KaK KO MHE
nognerena Hauu.

BripaxkeHue nuiia MeaKkoil MOXHO ObLIIO TPAKTOBATH MO-PA3HOMY... HO
YEro-4ero, a pajoCTu BCTPEYU Ha HEM TOYHO HE CBETHIIOCH.

— Yo MBI 371eCh AenaeM? — ¢ XOIy CIPOCHIIA OHA.

—4...

— A emie Jydiie CKaku, TO4eMy Thl HE C HAMH?

— Hanwu. ..

— W eme Bompoc: Kakoro uepra Hac 3acTaBWIM BpaTh Ha
0OI11I€CTBEHHOM CJIyIlIaHUU?!

— Hanu, ycnokoiics! S npunuia kak pa3 ajisi TOro, 4T00bl OTBETUTh HA
ATH BONPOCHI! — 4UyTh MOBBICKJIA S TOJIOC W TPOILIa MUMO MEJKOM B
roctuHyto. Iloka miarama — cama mbITalachk YCIOKOUTHCSA. HO BBIXOAMIIO
moxo. PazBepHynacek k ucrepuuke: — Uto, He HpaBUTCA BO JIBOpLE?

— O, xak onHa 3aropopuia! JlaBHO JIn? — sI3BUTENILHO OTO3Bas1ack HaHu.

— JHaBHO 111 — ut0? — S clioKmMIa pyKH Ha TPY/IH.

— JlaBHO 1 ThI cTaJla YyBCTBOBATH CEO0s 3/1E€Ch KaK X03siMKa? — Bbljaja
MeJIKasl.

OcrasibHbIE U3rON HANPSIKEHHO CIEAWIN 3a OeCeI0N.

— Jla, s mouyyBCTBOBaJIa, KOTAa Thl MOSIBWIACH IO HAIIEW BEpbi0. BoT
TOJIPKO 3aXOJUTh HHUKAK HE pemranack! — Opocuna mMHe B ymrno Haxam, a
3areM MojaHsu1a OpoBu. — YUTo, MBI TeOe OOJbIIIE HE POBHS?

— O 4eMm Thl TOBOpUIIIL?! — BO3MYIIIEHHO CITPOCHIIA 1.

— O TOM, YTO ThI CIIOKOMHO pa3ryjiuBaciib M0 KOPUI0paMm JBopral —
NoBbICHIIA TOJI0C Hanwm.

— He Tak yx u cnOokoiHO, 4to0 Thl 3Hama! — 3ameruna s
CIPaBEIJTIUBOCTH PAJIH.

— U, moxeT, oObsCHHIB, MMOoYeMy TeOs He Obl1o Ha ciaymanun? U
oYeMy BMECTO TeOs BpaJid Mbl? — BC€ OOJIBIIE 37TUIaCh MEIKas.

— O, Tak TbI 3TO TTOYyBCcTBOBasa? Tak, MOXKET, 3a0/{HO CJIOXKUJIa ObI JBa
¥ JIBa U JIoTajanack, YTO CO MHOU ObLIO, pa3 sl HE MPUCYTCTBOBAJIA B cyje?!

— Yro, 3a00mena? — ¢ UCKYCCTBEHHOM >KaJIOCThIO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH
Hanw.

— 4 6buta B kokoHe Peca! Ilonmropa nusi! M 310, uTo6 TEOs, ObUT HE
oTZIbIX BoBce! MeHs TaM 3amepiu HaCUJIbHO, YTOOBI 51 HE UCTIOPTHIIA TIJIaHbI
HaclleJHUKY! — 3aKpryasa s BO BECh rojoc, 4To0 0 Hee JOIILIO.



— O! Tak Tl y Hac ycmeira TMOCCOPUTHBCA C HACICIHUKOM?
JIroOombITHBIN X0 JIJIs1 TOHM, KOTOpas obemana HaMm cBoOony! U kak Tenepnb
Oynemb BeIKpyunBarhcsi? HoBwiil tuian npuaymaenis? — Menkas CKIoHUIA
rOJOBY U MPUILYypUIach. — A MOKa Thl CYIOPOKHO MOJABICKMBAEIIL CJIOBA
JUISl OTBETA, 033/1a4bCsl €€ OJHHUM BOIPOCOM: C YEro 3TO OT T€Os TalluT
Marveu Ku3Hu?..

51 3acThUIa, HEMOBEPUYMBO IS HA HEE.

— Kak TbI BOOOIIE 3TO MOXEIIb YYBCTBOBAaTb? — BBIJOXHYIIA,
HaXMYPHUBIIKCH.

— Bprixomut, TeOs BOBce He 3anupalid B KokoHe? — Hanum
ycMexHynach. — M ¢ HacJIeqHUKOM Thl HE CCOPUIIACH... TaK YTO XKE 3/1€Ch
MIPOUCXOJIAT?

A noxocunace Ha Tary, HO BOpOBKa HHMYEro He J00aBWUIIA, JIMIIb
COCpEIOTOUYECHHO cMoTpena Ha MeHs. [lepeBens B3misan Ha Ily3ado, nonsia,
YTO TOT COBEPIICHHO PACTEPSH — HO M B €r0 Ma3aXx HAYMHAOT MOSBISATHCS
Boripockl. IloBepnynace k I'pory... Ero nuno Hudero He BbIpakano. OH
»k1air oTBeToB. Kak n Bce oHU.

— Xopoiio, s Bce pacckaxy. Tonbko 0e3 kpukoB U 0e3 HepBoB. Ecnu
BBl BCEPHE3 JIyMaeTe, UTO I TYT MPOXJIAXKAIACh, MOKA BbI 1aBATU JIOKHBIE
MOKa3aHUsI, — TO Bbl HX BO UTO MEHS HE CTABUTE. A s TAKOTO OTHOIIICHUS HE
3aciykuBaro. Sl HU CEeKyHIbI HE 3a0bIBajia O Bac, M S MMOMHIO CBOIO KIIATBY.
Ecnu Bel HEe BepuTe MHE, TO KJIATBA SHEpromara JOJKHA BBI3bIBATH y Bac
XOTh HEMHOTO MouTeHus. S mooOeriana, 4To clieyar Bce, YTOObI Bbl ObUIH
Ha cBoOome. IloaTomMy mepecraHbTe OTHOCHThCA KO MHE KaKk K
npeaarenbHulie. I cMOTpeTh Ha MEHS KaK Ha MpeNaTebHUILy TOXKE HE
HYXHO. BbI HEe uMeeTe Ha 3To npasa! — orpbI3HyIaCh, Mistsl HA HaHu.

3areM mpouia B TOCTUHYIO W ycenach B Kpecho. Brimoxnyna,
COOMPasICh C MBICIISIMH.

— Ilpexnae dyem s HayHy, MHE HYXHO 3HaTh, OTKyaa y TeOs
CroCOOHOCTh YyBCTBOBATh Maruto mupa [lopsiaka?

S He cMoOTpena Ha MENKYI0, HO, AyMaro, OHa CIIOCOOHA YJIOBUTh, KOMY
3a/1aH BOIIPOC.

— Tol Bce Bpems 3a0bIBacIIb PO MOKO PYHY, — S3BUTEIILHO (PHIPKHYJIA
Hanwu.

— BeixoauT, 3Ta pyHa mo3BoJisgeT TeOe MPOITyCcKaTh yepe3 ce0sl TOIbKO
Maruto xu3Hu? S npasa? B 3ToM... ominune Bamen cexThl? — S Bce-Taku
ITIOBEPHYJIACh K HEW.



Hanu mosuana, mpe3puTenbHO TS Ha MEHS. A 3aTeM OTBeja B3I/,

— BepHo, sHepromar. B aToMm Haiiie omauuue.

— 3Ha4yuT, Thl YyBCTBOBaJa cuiy Mmupa llopsiaka Bcskuid pa3, Korma
CTAJIKUBAJIACh C HACIECIHUKOM? — 3a/1ajia 51 BOIIPOC B JIOO.

— Yto, m06OUpYeEIIb €T0 UHTEPECHI? — KPUBO YCMEXHYJACh MEJKasl.

— OTBeuail Ha BOIIPOC, — CYXO MOBTOPUIIA 5.

— Ha, s aTo uwyBcTBOBa)Ia. Hazerock, Tenepb Thl NOHUMAEIIb, TOUEMY Y
MEHSI K HEMY CTOJIBLKO ITPETEH3U?

Hy ma. Oten Iperopa mogHOCTBIO NMEPEKPBUT NOTOK Marvuu >KU3HMU:
U eciu 70 Hero kpoxu cuiabl mupa llopsaka npoOupanvuch B UMIEPHUIO
4yepes3 3aKpbIThIM MPOXOJI, TO TEHEPh ITA «TEUb)» OKOHYATEIBHO YyCTpaHEHa.
W nns Toro, yToOBI cTaTh 9acThIO CeKTHI «UucTtas 3emnsy, Hanu npunniock
HAHOCUTH ce0e pyHY, KOTOpas JIETKO MOIjla YOUTh €€, BO3JICUCTBYS Ha Te
kpoxu Maruu [lopsiaka, 4To OBLITM BHYTPH TeJla MaruyKH.

Bor moyemy mpOLIEHT BBDKMBIIMX IOCIIE HAHECEHUS ATOM PYHBI TaK
MaJ... MEJIKOM ellle MoBe3Jo.

— Moxet, kTo-HuOynb 00BACHUT, uTo 3a mup llopsaka? — momana
rojoc Tara.

— Hama maneHpKas CEKTaHTKa 00s3aTeIbHO pacCKaXeT 000 Bcex
CEeKpeTax Halllero Mupa — IMOCIe TOro, Kak s 3aKOHYYy, — HE MEHEe
SA3BUTENILHO, YeM paHblie Hanu, oTBeTHIA 1.

— O! TsI crana 3BaThb MEHS MaJEHbBKOW CEKTAHTKOW! — yXMBUIbHYJIACh
MeJIKasl.

— TonbKo Mocie Toro, Kak Thl CTaJjia 3BaTh MEHSI YHEPIOMAaroM.

— OnexKy CBOIO HE 3amavykai, Korjga Oylellb OTCIo[Aa BBIXOOUTh, —
CMEpHUB MO€ 0€JI0€ IJIaThe BhIPA3UTEIbHBIM B3MIISIIOM, OTBeTHIIA HaHu.

— Hy xBatut yxe! — pe3ko nossicuiia rojgoc Tara.

M1 06e 3aMOIKITH.

— UYro y Bac 3a mpobOmema? — BopoBka BcTasia MeXAy HaMU U
nepeBoAuiIa B3I C OJTHOM Ha JPYTYIO.

— Moxer, Bce €m0 B TOM, 4YTO MEHS MbBITAIOTCA YIHUYHUTh B
npeaarenbcTBe?.. BOT TOJNBKO HHUKAK MPUIIOMHUTHL HE MOTY — Korjaa s
ycIiesia cTaTh BalluM BparoMm? — S Harpajauia MeEJIKyH KpacHOPEUUBBIM
B3IJISIJIOM.

— A MOXET, BCE JICJIO B TOM, YTO MBI 3/IECh CHJIUM YK€ BTOPBIE CYyTKH, a
Thl 3allllla TOJBKO CErOJIHs, BCS IpoMaxiias Marueu >KU3HH, KOoTopas B
CpenuMupbe Bpojie Kak 3amperieHa? — moansiia 6posu Hanwu.



— JOCTATOYHO! — Cuma Berpa yaapuiga B Hac C MEJKOH
OJTHOBPEMEHHO, 3aCTaBysid COpSITaTh JUIO 3a pykamu. — Kaliput, o0bscHu,
noueMy TeOst He ObUIO Ha ciaymanun? — Tara pa3BepHynach KO MHE.

— [loromy uTo HacimenHuk npukasain Pecy 3aneperp MEHsS B KOKOHE, —
OTBETHJIA POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— 3a 4to? — 4YyTh CMYTHUBIIUCH OT O3BYYEHHBIX OOCTOSITEIHCTB,
CIIpOCHUJIa BOPOBKA.

— He 3a 4r0, a MOTOMY 4YTO, — OTrpBI3HYJAaCh 5, HO y>X€ HAMHOIO
criokonHer. — [lotoMy 4YTO B MOMX KWIIaX, KaK BBIACHWIOCH, TEYET
MMIIEpaTOpCKast KpoBb. U s Morma CHIIbHO TOMENIATH T1aHaMm I peropa.

— Te1 — Hacneguuna nmnepun?! — Bckournna Hauu.

— Csanp! — HEOXHIIAHHO BJIACTHBIM TOJIOCOM CKOMaHaoBan I[por, u
MeJIKasg HEYBEPEHHO OIyCTUJIach B Kpecio. — TeOs CIMIIKOM MHOTO, —
3aMEeTHJI JIBICBIN Oyrai, Helpy>Keato0Ho s Ha Hee. — Pa3 Tara B3siia Ha
ce0s1 00s3aHHOCTh BBISICHUTH, KaK BCE ObLIO, — 0€3 HMCTepUK, Oyab a00pa,
CUJIA MBIIIKOM U cITy1iai!

[locne »TOM BBIPA3UTENHHOW pEeYM B TOCTHMHOW HACTyNWja rpoOoBas
TUIIINHA. ..

—S1... — BHOBB Hauasa Obu10 Hanu, HO ['por pe3ko ee 3aTKHYII:

— Tol gocrana yxe! OTKpor CBOM ma3a U MOCMOTPUA — MBI BCE CUIUM
cnokoriHo. Hamia cynpba B pykax Kaifput, u He moToMy, 4TO MBI €i ee
BEJMKOIYIIIHO BPY4YWJIM, a IMOTOMYy 4YTO OHA camMa B3sla Ha ceos
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 33 HAC U HAIIM XKU3HU. OHA MOXKET CIIOKOMHO BBIITYTAThCS
U3 JIFOOOM CUTyalluu — C TaKUMHU-TO CBS3SIMH M C KPOBBIO HMMIIEpaTopa B
xwunax. Ho oHa tammr Hac 3a coOOM, MOTOMY YTO KOTZA-TO OMPOMETYUBO
noobeiana HaMm cBoooay. 1, eciu Thl A0 CUX MOp HE MOHSJIA, 3TO PEeabHO
ee BoIOOp, HUKTO He TsAHYN Kaliput 3a s3bik. KpoMe Hac, ectecTBeHHO. A
BeJlb OHA HaM HUYeM He oOs3aHa. [laxke ¢ TemoxpaHUTEIEM BIAIBIKA OHA
caMa pa3oOpaiach — Halmled TMOMOIIM TaM KOT Hamakaid. W Th
MPOJIOIKALIIh OpaTh Ha Hee, TaBUTh Ha HEe U OOBUHATH €€ — BOT TOJBKO B
yeM? S 4TO-TO HUKakKk MOHATH HE Mory! B TOM, 4TO Thl HE TryJsellb
CBOOOJIHO 110 JiBOpITy?.. Thl OHA-€AMHCTBEHHAS U3 BCEX JyMaellb TOJIBKO O
cebe! Trl uTO, 7O cUX MOp 3TOro He 3ameTwna?.. Mbl nTymaem, Kak HaMm
oTctofia BbiOparhbcsi, KalipuT aymaet, kak Hac OTCIOAa BBITAIUTh, & ThI
ayMmaenib 0 ToM, 4To Ha KalpuT oTmeuaTrku Maruu >Ku3HU, KOTOPYHO TeOe
MPUILIOCH TOOBIBATh YEPE3 CMEPTENHHO OMACHYIO PYHY!



Korga I'por 3aMoik, y MeHsS BO3HHUKIO IIOJIHOE€ ONIyIIEHUE, YTO
HACTYNUJI KOHEII CBETA.

I'por mens 3ammmaet?..

Ipoe?!

— Cmacu60, — BbIJIaBHIIA 51, HE 3HAas, KaK €Ille Ha 3TO pearupoBarh.

— He 3a yto. JlaBHO XOTeNn BBICKA3aThCsl, — CyXO MPOU3HEC Oyraif,
pUOUBasi MEJIKYIO B3IVISIJIOM.

— Tak... xopomo, — HEeMHOTO pacTepsiHHO ckazana Tara. [Ipommia k
KaMUHY W pa3BEpPHYJIACH JIUIIOM KO BceM. — JlaBaiiTe npoaoikum. Kapur,
TeOs1 3amepiau B KOKOHE, YTOObl Thl He Memanach. [lonarato, B Kakoil-To
MOMEHT Tbhl IEpeluia JOpPOory HacleAHUKy. Tak modyeMy cenldac
MepEJIBUTACIIIBCS 110 JIBOPIY CBOOOIHO?

— I[loToMy 4TO mpH BCEX HAIIMX C HACIEIHUKOM Pa3HOINIACUAX 51 HE
OTKa3blBaJlaCh W HE OTKa3blBAlOCh OT CBOEr0 HAMEPEHUS HAUTH
3aroBOPILIMKOB U 00ECTIEYUTh BCEM HaM CBOOOY, — POBHO OTBETHJIA Sl

A camy aymmwn cteil. Ho s He MMero mpaBa paccka3biBaTh UM O TOM,
41O MBI ¢ [peropom Ttemnepsr corwo3HuKA. Ha Oamy B MOI0 4YecTh H3TOU
JIOJKHBI BECTHU €€0s1 BpaXK/1I€OHO M0 OTHOIIICHUIO K HACIICTHUKY.

Xaoc...

— Tr1 pacckazana emy 00 3ToM? — HaNPsHKEHHO cripocuia Tara.

— Ha. On commacen. OH gacT BaMm CcBOOOJy cpa3y mocie Oana, —
OTO3BaJIaCh S MIYXO.

Oto Oblna mpaBaa. Ilocine mocemieHus: BOCTOUHOTO KpbUia ABOpLA Y
MEHSI COCTOSJICS KOPOTKHUHM pa3roBop ¢ ['peropom — Mbl 0OCynuiin To, 0 4eM
s MOTJIa U O YEM HE MOTJIa TOBOPUTH B MPUCYTCTBUU U3TOEB.

— Bac ornyctit, HO 32 Bamu OyAeT MpOAoJKAThCs cliexkka. OcoOeHHO
3a T0OOM, Hanu. IloToMy 4TO ThI M TBOS CEKTa — Bpard uMIeparopa, —
npojoiikuia si. ['ooc 3By4yasn poBHO, a Ha cep/ilie ObLUTO HECITOKOMHO.

— Jla? Bot 1B Kak 3aroBopuiia? A MOXeET OBITh, 3TO HMMIIEPATOpP CO
CBOMM HACJIEAHUKOM — Bparu Bcex kureneil CpeiuMupbsa? — IpUILypUiiach
Hanwu.

— Ecnu Obl ThI 3HaNA, C YeM MPUIIOCH CTOJIKHYThCS [peropy... — He
BBIJIEpIKAJa S
— A TBI, A DKy, YK€ ycHena ¢ HUM NOAPYKHUTHCSA! — XHIIHO

BBIJIOXHYJIA MEJIKasl.
— Te1 Benp BOOOIIE HUYErOo O HEM He 3Haemb! Thl orpaHuyeHa ToOU
uHdopmarment, KOTopyro Tebe B rojoBy BOuBaia TBos cekra! — CroBa



BBIPBAJIMCH PAHBIIIE, YEM S YCIIENIA UX OCTAHOBUTb.
— Tak 310 Tenepp s — orpannueHHas?! A uro Thl 3Haems o Hamen
cekre? Thl, ncnone3yromas cuiry Xaoca! B TBoux BeHax TEYET KPOBb 3TOTO
npoxsitoro mupa! A BeDKINIA U3 ceds 9Ty 3apa3sy, U Temepb BO MHE TOJIBKO
Marus Ilopsnaka! A Thl 3ammmiaenib TOro, KTO CHeJal Hall MHUP
3aJI0)KHUKOM Pa3pyLIUTEIbHOW CUJIbI, B KOTOPOM [JaX€ HET HHUKAKOIOo
cMmbicia!l Dto mpocrto... Xaoc! B HeM HET Mopanu: MOYM, KOTO XOYENIb,
TOJIbKO cOeraii mociie 3toro mnoObicTpee! Jlogum 31mech naxe He
MOA03PEBAIOT, UTO MOXKHO KUTh nHaue! UTo MoxxHO kuTh B [Topsake!

— Te1 Ha cedst mocmorpu, Hauu! Tlopsimok, marus Ku3HU — BCE 3TO
npocTo 3amevarenbHo! Ho 4To-TO 51 HE BMXKY B Te€O€ HU CIIOKOMCTBUSA, HU
MYAPOCTH — 3aTO JI0 YepTa CAMOMHEHUSI, CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH U HEHABUCTH KO
BCEM, KTO TeOs B ueM-To nipuTecHui! — S u cama He 3aMeTusIa, Kak BCTaja.

A HaHu cMoTpena Ha MEHs BO BCE IVla3a U BIIEPBbIE HE HAXOJIAJIA, YTO
OTBETUTb.

— Jla, s y3Hajma Koe-uTO O Balllei cekTre. A Takke O TOM, 4TO TeOs
OTTylla BBITHAJW. 332 HEHAJICKAIEE ITOBEICHUE, — XOJIOAHBIM TOJIOCOM
BOMBala s B HEe KaXJ0€ CI0BO; Pec oTkomas JoCke Ha BCEX M3rOEB, U UM
Oonbliile HeYeM ObUTIO MeHs yauBUTh. — M na, Bo MHe cuna Xaoca. Kak u Bo
BCEX 37IECh MPHUCYTCTBYIOMMX, KpoMme TeOs. Ho s He kenaro Hamemy MUpy
HHUYETO IJ10X0r0. HanpoTtus, s MmeuTaro nepekphITh NPOXOJ B HUKHUN MUP.

— W 1B gymaems, 1 B 3T0 mnoBepro? — Hanu ropno B3aepHyna
1o100POJIOK.

— Tebe npunercst B 3T0 MOBEPUTH, TOTOMY YTO MOW OTEI[ XOTEN TOrO
xe. U on ymen B mup Xaoca, ejas 3aKpbITh npoxod. Hanerocs, TBoUX
3HAHUI TO0CTATOYHO, YTOOBI MMOHATh, YTO C HUM CIYUUIIOCh, — OTpe3aa si.

— TBoi1 HacTosMM oTen?.. — mepecnpocuiia Tara.

— Ha. I MHOro 4vero y3Hana, KOrga peliuia 3asBUTh CBOM IpaBa Ha
npecToil. B ToM 4wncie u 1o, 4TO 1 UMEK Ha 3TO npaBo. [loaTomy, Kak BbI
MOHUMAETE, 5 CAEPKY cBoe oOemanue. Tara, — moBepHynach K BOPOBKE, — 5
3HAI0, YTO T€OS MOJCTABWIM U OOBUHUIIU B BOPOBCTBE UJIEHBI COOCTBEHHOM
riibaud. Thl XOTeNa 3a0path Belllb, TPUHAJICKABIILYIO TBOEMY OTILY?

— 9710 QaMmibHBIN MenaiboH. OH HE UMEET HUKAKOM I[EHHOCTH JIJIst
riiibaud. Ho oHM 3ampeTunu MHe 3a0uparb €ro — XOTsl 3HaJId, YTO OH JJIA
MEHS 3HauuT, — npomientaia Tara, MO0 KOTOPOU MOOJIETHENO OT THEBA. —
A TOT YeIIOBEK, 4TO MPHUCBOMI €ro cede mocie cMepTu poautenei... OH He
MMeJl Ha HEero npasa!



— Tebe ObUIO 3ampernieHo0 YKpacTh TO, YTO IPHUHAJJIEKATIO TBOUM
cobcTBeHHBIM poauTensiMm? Ho mouemy? — ynuBunach Hanu.

— IloroMy 4TO 3TO MOCBAIIEHWE B BOPBI, XOASYMKA MO3r! — CyxXO
Opocuna Tara. — Mpbl oTpekaeMcs OT MNPOULIOr0; OTLAMHU IS Hac
CTAHOBSTCS HACTaBHUKU. M BCe HalllM MHUIIMATHUBBLI CTPOTO OrPaHUYCHBI:
MBI HE UMEEM ITpaBa JIEMCTBOBATh O€3 pa3peIieHUs IJIaBbl THJIbINH.

— N yrto mpoumsouwno panwiie? — lomoc ['pora 3acTtaBuia BOPOBKY
00epHYTHCS U TIOCMOTPETH Ha OyTasi.

— A nanbiie MeHst onepeawii. Mol coOOCTBEHHbBIM HaCTaBHUK BBIKpAJI
MEIAIBOH PAHBIIE MEHS U MPUHEC B COKPOBUIIHUIY. DTO MECTO — CKJIAJ
BCero HaBopoBaHHOro. [lomarato, 3T0 OblIa TMOCIEAHSS MPOBEPKA — MHE
CJICIOBAJIO OCTAaHOBUTHCS M 3a0BITH O mponuioM. Ho s Bce paBHO BBIKpaja
MenanboH. OH mpuHaaIe)Kal MOe ceMbe, 3HaUUT, OH MOH!

— N?.. — Ily3a4o noaHsICS HA HOTH, HE OTBOJIA a3 OT TaTkbl.

— HW... takux, Kak s, CcHAIOT 3aKOHHHKaM. BOT MeHs u caaad. —
BopoBka oTBepHyJIach U 3aMOJIKIIA.

— C T1ebs1 cHUMYT OOBHHEHUS, JaayT TeOe HOBOE MM U BBIIUIIOT U3
cromuipl. @DopManbHO Thl HE NPONUIA MOCBSIIEHHE... TaTyupoOBKY
MPUJETCSI CBECTH — Ha 3TO MOTpedyercs: Bpems, s 3Hat0. Ho Tl Oymemib
cBOOOHA, — TPOU3HECIIA 1 HETPOMKO, 3aTeM IepeBesia B3nsag Ha ['pora: — A
ThI, ['por, m30MJI THSHOTO HACJIEIHWKAa HW3BECTHOM ceMbh... Ho TONBKO
MOCJIE TOr0, KaK TOT HadaJl yIrpoXKaTh BCEM B TPAKTHUPE U UyTh HE YCTPOUII
MOTPOM, 32 KOTOPBIH, KOHEUYHO, HE CTaJl ObI IJIaTUTh. Thl OBLI BBHIIINOAJIOHN,
U 3TO — TBOS paboTa. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YETr0o Thl HE yYel, 4TO TOT 3aJI0XJIUK
MIPUJIET HA CIEAYIONINN TE€Hb BMECTE C 3aKOHHUKAMH.

— XKankuit Tpyc, — crumronyn I por.

[1y3auo gepHysCs BBITEPETh MOJI, HO BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICS U yOpasl pyKH
B KapMaHbl. PacrerT.

— ToT mapeHb MOCTYNMJI TakK, 4TOOBI OTEIl HE JIMIIIHMJI €r0 HacCJIeACTBa.
EMy HyXHO OBLIO J0Ka3aTh, YTO €ro M30WJIM CIIy4alHO U OH B ATOM HE
BUHOBAT. ECTECTBEHHO, YTO BCEM CBHUJCTEISIM 3aTKHYIM POT, a TeOs
OTHPaBWIM B TIOPbMY, — CKa3ajia si ClokoiHo. — Mcroputo Ily3aduo Mbl
3HaeM, a MOsi UCTopus... Jlymaro, Bbl BCE€ IOMHUTE, KaKk TaM ObLIO HA CAMOM
nene, — B kKaOMHeTe pekropa s Obuia yecTHa. Mbl BCce OKa3ajauch Ha Kypce
CMEpPTHHUKOB, TIOTOMY YTO HapyIIWIW MpPaBUJa — HO HE HAPYLIUTh UX HE
Moru. M B 3TOM Becs CcyTh. 1 He Momia BbIJIaThb CBOETO MMEHH, KOIJIa
Kpamop o6BuHMI MeHs, Tara He MoOIlIa OTKa3aTbCcs OT MaMsTH 00 OTIIE,



[por HE Mor pomycTuTrh morpomMa B CBOKO cMmeHy, [ly3ado HE Mor
CIPaBUTHCA ¢ COOCTBEHHOM cuio, a Hanu... Hanu He Moriia oTkaszarbcst OT
YYEHUN CEKTHI Ja)K€e IPUTOM, YTO €€ OTTyJa BbIrHainu. Hac Henbp3s Ha3Barh
HEBMHHBIMA — MBI BCE€ HapylIWwiaud 3akoH. Ho HaciemHuk conmacuics
CMSTYUTH HAKa3aHWE BCJIEJCTBUE OTKPBIBIIUXCS OOCTOSITEIHCTB, 3aMEHUB
ero Ha... cimexky. [a, Bel Oymere mox HaOmomeHuem. Ho y Bcex Bac
MOSIBUTCSI BTOPOM IIAHC. DTO HE OINPAaBIaHKE. ITO NPEMIOKEHUE KHUTh. .. 110
3akoHy. Ecnu BbI comacHsl, 51 Oyy pajia mOMOYb BaM BbIOPAThCs OTCIOMA.

— W Bce 3TM MOAPOOHOCTM HAIIMX €] Thl yCHela BBIACHUTH 3a
BUEPAIIHUI JE€Hb? — HAXMYypuJlach Tara.

— 5] ux He BBIACHANA. DTUM 3aHUMAJICS TE€IOXPAHUTENb BIAAbIKA. MHe
JUIIb TEepelaidi MaTepuaibl U3 Cy/la, 4TOObl I ¢ HUMU O3HAKOMUJIACh, —
OTBETWJIa 4eCTHO. M 3T0 OBUIO ITpaBAOii: BCE T€ Yachl B BOCTOYHOM KPBUIE 5
yuTansa JA0Che Ha KaxJIoro m3ros. YToObl, Tak cKaszaTh, 3HATh, 32 KOTO S
3aCTyIarCh, — 0 cyioBaM I 'peropa.

— Ter ckazasa mpo Oajn... YTO HAc BBIIYCTAT TNocie Oana, —
npunomMawiia Hanu. — O yem 3710 THI?

— O ToMm, 4TO Uepe3 ABa JHS BO JABOPIE OyJEeT YCTPOEH MPUEM B MOIO
4EeCTh, Ha KOTOPBIM BCE BBl IIPUITIAIIECHBI B Ka4e€CTBE MOMX... JAPY3€H, —
OTBETHJIA $1, 3AITHYBILHKCD.

— Jlpy3seii... — noBropuna Hanu, BHUMaTEIbHO DI HA MEHS. — A Kak
KE «HAUTH 3aTOBOPIIUKOBY» U «IIOJYUUTH 32 3TO CBOOOIY»?

— 5] monararo, 4TO IPOTUBHUKHU UMIIEPATOPA BOCIIOIB3YIOTCSA IPUEMOM
KaK BO3MOYKHOCTBIO MOIMACTh BO JABOPELl M YCTPOUTH IMOKylIeHHE. Pec Ha
cB0OOZE U ompaBaaH, Mosi MaTh B TemMHuue. [lozunmu I'peropa kpenHyt. ¥
3aroBOPLIMKOB HE OyJ€T MHOTO IIaHCAa.

— Yro tpebyercs oT Hac? — cripocuna Tara.

— Kak HuM cTpanHO... 3amuimars MeHA. — Sl MOBEpHYyJACh K HEU: —
Cnpasutecs?

— OTta 3aJayka HaM Mo Iuiedy, — ycMmexHyncs [por. — A yx myman, o
YEeM IOCJI0KHEE MONPOCUIITb.

— S nymar, 4to s — uX ueiab. Tak yTo OyAbT€ OCTOPOXKHBI, —
MTOITPOCHUJIIA UCKPEHHE.

— Ilouemy TBI mymMaemb, 4To THI — MX LeAb? Thl CTama COHO3HULEH
I'peropa? — [IponunarensHocTs Hanu MHE BCcerya HpaBUIIaACh.

Ho He ceiuac.



— S — uenb, MOTOMY YTO MHOMW MOXXHO YIPABIISITh, OKaXXHCh s Ha
TpoHe. B omnuuue ot I'peropa, st — cinaboe 3B€HO B UMIIEPATOPCKON IIEIH.
[Toatomy crouT oxkuparh 3acanel. Ho ecTh u Ipyroi BapuaHT — KOIJIa Ha
MEHsI MOMNBITAIOTCS BBINTU. Takux sroneil He cTout oTnyruBaTh. HaoOopoT.
Mps1 gomxHbI OyeM caenarh BUJ, YTO 0ObETUHUTHCS TPOTUB HACIETHUKA —
HaIle caMoe OOJIbIIOoe JKeJaHue. A Korna BbIAIeM Ha BCEX 3arOBOPIIUKOB. ..

— BeipyOoum ux, — kuBHy1 [ por.

— Kaxoii Tel caMmOyBepeHHBII, — 3aKkaTuia a3a Tara.

— A Tebe Obl HE Memano O IUlaTbe MoAyMarb. B TBoeM KoxkaHOM
KOCTIOMYHKE T€Osi HUKTO Ha OaJl HE MyCTHUT, — XOXOTHYJ [ por.

— Hacnennuk obeman no3zadotutbest 00 3ToM. CeronHs K BaM 3ailayT
noptHbie. He yOelTe ux ciy4aitHo, — ylnbpIOHYIaCh 5.

3arem moliia Ha BBIXOJ MO/ aKTUBHOE 00cyxaeHue Tarel u ['pora: kTo
U3 HUX OyIeT XyXke BBIVISACTh B HapsiAHOM KocTiome. OX yK 3TH CTaphbie
I00pBI€ CKJIOKH. .. KAK MHE UX HE XBaraso!

— U Bce?

OcTaHOBUBIINCH, 1 MOBEPHYJIAch K Hanu:

—Yto?

— Thl Tak TPOCTO AOBEPUIIACH HACIEIHHKY, HECMOTPS Ha BCE CBOU
onacenusa? HecmoTps Ha TBO€ HemaBHee HenoBepue K Hemy? — Menkas
HaxMypuiia OpOBH, MBITASCHh YTO-TO TTOHSTh.

— On obGeman MHe Baimry cBooomy. Imsimst B miaza. Moxerib ObITh
CIIOKOIHA — 3[IECh HET HUKAKOTO MOJIBOXA, — OTBETHUJIA S CEPHE3HO.

— A TBI?

— Yo 57?7

— Kax 1b1 Oynems 3nech? C Hum? B onHoM niBoprie?

— 3a MEHS MOXelb He nepexuBarb. Bce B nopsaake. OH MeHSA HE
TPOHET, — YBEPEHHO MPOU3HECTIA .

— He Tponet?.. — Hanu npuniypusiace u orisiiesia Moe 0esoe IjiaThe. —
OH y>xe BiusieT Ha TeOsl.

— OH — He MHPOBOE 310, MOBEPb, — MOKAayaJia s TOJIOBOM, MOHUXKAs
rojg0C, XOTd HAac W TaK HHUKTO HE CIyIIal: BCE TPOE OCTAIBHBIX M3TOEB
aKTUBHO OOCYXKJajdu MpeAcTOsIUi 0an. — A 3TOT Hapsi... HACIEIHUK
MPOCTO OYEHb XOYET, YTOOBI 5 MepecTaja paBHIAThCA Ha MaTh. OH XOYeT,
YTOOBI 5 IIepepocia COOCTBEHHBIE OOU/IBI.

— Ilepepocna cobcTBeHHBIE OOWIBI... — MoBTOpwia Hanu, omyckas
B3I B 1o — OH X04eT caenath u3 Teds Koro-to apyroro, Kaitput. U 3to



eMy yxke ynaercs. Thl BOIIIa CrOJla HE KaK OJHA M3 Hac. Thl BOILIA B 3THU
MOKOM — TJI€ HAcC JIepKaT MO CTpaxeld — KaKk HOCUTEIbHUIA JOOpOi BOJIU
€ro BhICOYECTBA.

— Ho s u ecTp HOCUTENBHULIA €T0 BOJIU, — XMYPO OTBETHJIA 5. — DTO HE
B MOMX CHJIaX — CHSTh Ballu NPUTOBOPHI. TOJBKO OH MOXET JaTh BaMm
cBOOOY.

— Tbl He MNOHMMAaellb, — CO CTPAaHHOW OOJIbBIO TJISAS Ha MEHs,
npousHecia Hauu. — OH 6rusem Ha TeOs. BiauseTr Ha Bcex, KTO HAXOAUTCS
psaoM ¢ HUM. S 3TO 4yBCTBOBaja — U B KaOWMHETe pekTtopa, U B UepHou
OamrHe, ¥ Ha cyde. Ero BIMSHUIO CIOXXKHO NPOTUBOCTOATH. OH 3apa)kaet
co0Ool Bce mpoctpaHcTBOo! Ero cuia BOMCTHHY BellMKa M yHHKajibHa. Ho
3aAymMancs Haj TeM — noyeMmy OH onuH? lloueMy psimoM ¢ HUM TOJIBKO
TEJIOXpaHUTENb €ro oTua’?.. Jlaxe ero HeBecTa He BbIJIEpHKaJa KU3HU PAJIOM
C HUAM.

— O 4eMm ThI? — HaNpSH>KEHHO COPOCHUIIA .

— Ter He 3Haemp? Ona mokoHumia ¢ cobou. lTom Hazan. Ymama c
Oamu. KoHeyHo, 00 3TOM HHMKTO HE TOBOPHUT BCIYX, U €€ CaMOyOMICTBO
MPUKPBUIM  KAaKUMH-TO JIPYTUMH CJIOBaMH, HO 3TO HE OTMEHSET
npousomeamero. [perop — paspymmrens. VMeHHO no3ToMy mnepuon
MOJITOTOBKHU K €ro MPaBJIEHUIO Ha3BaH CaMbIM KpOBaBbIM B McTopun. Hu Ha
OJTHOTO M3 MMIIEPATOPOB M MX HACIECTHUKOB HE OBLIO YCTPOECHO CTOJIBKO
MOKYLIEHU. 3ayMancs — nmoyemy?

S orctynuna or Hee Ha Ar 3areM e€lle Ha Iar A 3aTeM
CTPEMUTEIIBHO BBINIJIA U3 TTOKOEB.

[TocTostna B KOpuiope, isdasi BIEpe.

ITorom Havana uaTu. He BaxHO — Ky/a.

To, uyto oHa ckazana npo [peropa... Pec mOCTOSSHHO maykaer pyku
KPOBBKO Pagy HETO, Ja U OH CAM... KOTHA TEJIOXPAHUTENS 3alepiu B
OariHe... OH camM He pa3 yOuBaj... Kak OH TOBOPHJ — 3aroBopmukoB. Ho
BC€ JIU yOUTBIE OBLIIU CTOMPOIIEHTHO BUHOBHBI?

[Touemy? IloueMy s mepecrana 4yBCTBOBATh OMACHOCTh PSJAOM C
HuMm?.. OH nelcTBUTeNbHO BiuseTr Ha MeHs?.. Mim oH mepectran OBITH
OTNACHBIM IUub JJISI MEHS — a JJISl OCTaJbHBIX OH BCE TOT K€ KPOBAaBBIU
HACJIETHUK ..

— Karnipur?

Sl mogHsa ronoBy u nocMmotpena Ha ['peropa.



Ii1aBa 18. be3 cexkperosB

He 3amymbIBasch, Kyna Uiy, HE 3amedasi JIOporu, s MpoIilia 4Yepe3 BECh
JBOPEI] U JOIIUIA 0 BOCTOYHOTO KPBLIA. ..

— Yro ¢ T060i1? — HacnenHUK CKJIOHWI TOJOBY, BHUMATEIBHO VIS Ha
MeHsI. — Thl MIOTOBOPHIIA CO CBOUMU APY3bIMU?

KuBnyna, nojpkaB ry0Obl U C3KaB KyJTaKy.

— Cynst mo BceMy, pa3roBop ObLT HE U3 MPUSITHBIX, — 3aMeTui ['perop.

— Thl HE TOBOPWIJI O TOM, UTO TBOS HEBECTa MOKOHYMWJA C COOOMU, —
OIyCTHUB IJIa3a, HETPOMKO CKa3zaja . — ODTO COBCEM HE €CTECTBEHHas
MPUYUHA JIJIs CMEPTH.

HekoTtopoe Bpemsi OH Moydaj, MNPOHU3bIBASI MEHS CTPaHHBIM,
HEYUTAEMbIM B3IJISIZIOM.

— Tel He mpaBa, — NMPOU3HEC HAKOHEI. — JTO OblJa eCTeCTBEHHas
MPUYMHA — JJIsl TOW, KOTOpasi MOTEPSIa pacCyloK.

— OmHa...

BripaxkeHue ero juia MeHs UCIyraso.

— Ja, ona comma ¢ yma. M, ecnu Thl HE TPOTHB, 1 HE X0ouy Oosee
o0CyXJ1aTh 3TO, — OTpe3aJl HACJIEeIHHUK, HO sl BIENWIACh B €r0 PyKy, HE
MTO3BOJISISL YUTH.

— I'perop, momoxau... He nmemait sroro. He ocraBnsail mMexay Hamu
ceKpeToB. Sl OTKphITa, MOTHOCTHIO. S Bepio TeOe, Jake YUUThIBAsi, UTO Thl
HE paccKa3biBajl MHE O MOEM MPOUCXOKJIECHUH U CTapaJICs BCEMU MpaBAaAMU
Y HEeTpaBJaMU yJIepKaTh Mojajibiine oT ABopia. A Bepro Tebe, IOTOMY YTO s
ycabliana Teost u noHsuia Tedst. I yBepeHa, cMOTy MOHSTh BO BCEM — KaKkou
OBl CIIO)KHOW HM ObLIa CUTyalus. Y Hac Belb 00Jibllle HUKOTO HET, [ perop!
VY 1ebst u y mens! S mymana, 4to y MEHA €CTh JIpy3bs, HO... OHM YUOYT U3
JBOPIIA U U3 MOEH JKU3HU, KOT/Ia BCE 3aKOHYUTCSI, — PELINIIACh TPOU3HECTU
3TO BCIYX, — @ Thl OCTAHEUIbCS.

S cmoTpena HacleIHUKY B IJla3a, C)KUMas ero JiagoHb. Ja, s m1y0oko
ommubanach — g Aymalia, 4YTO OTIMYAIOCh OT HEro. BhIXOIUT — cOBceM He
ornuyatoch. Ecnmu nmaxxke Te, KOro s cyuTajia CBOUMHU JPY3bsIMH U
€MHOMBIIJICHHUKAMH, BCET0 JIMIIb  XOTAT MOJY4YUTh OT MEHS
JOJTOXKIaHHYI0 cBoOOay... M HacTpouTh MeHsi IpoTuB I'peropa, cienys
CBOUM JIMYHBIM UHTEPECAM.



Hanu Ge3pasznuuno, 4To coboi npeacTaBiseT HaciaeaHuk. OHa BOuIa
ce0e B TOJIOBY, YTO OH — 3710, M JIJaXe HE 3aX0Tela CIyIIaTh IOBO/AbI POTHUB.
Eit ObL10 TI7I€BaTh HA MOE MHEHUE. A OCTabHBIE U3TOU... HUKTO U3 HUX HE
cripocunt MeHs: «Kak b1, Kaliput?», «He Tsxeno nu tebe, yduThiBasi, 4To
TBOSI MaThb B TIOpbME, a TBOW OBIBIIMIA BO3MIOOJIEHHBI — MapUOHETKa
JIBOIOPOJHOTO OpaTta?.

Her, uMm ObUI0 HAMHOTO BaXKHEE y3HATh, IOYEMY BMECTO MEHS Ha CyJe
OBLT HACJIETHUK, YeM — IJ1€ s OblJIa U HE CIYYUJIOCH JIU CO MHOM 4ero?..

Brixonut, y MeHs ecTh TosbKO I perop. A y ['peropa ectb TOJIBKO S1.

U Pec — ni1s BeIITOTHEHNA 3aJaHU.

— Pacckaxu MHe, moueMy OHa coluia ¢ yma? — HOMpOCHIIa, HE OTPhIBas
7143 OT €ro JIMIIA.

I'perop momua orBepHynca. S Buaena, yto emy ciuoxHo. Ho ecimu on
HE CKaXeT...

Ecnu oH HE CKaXKeT — TO Y MEHSI HE OCTAHETCS HUKO2O0.

— Tope ciaommio ee, — BApyr npousHec oH. — OHa He ObLIa TOTOBA K
TOMY, YTO TBOPUJIOCH BO ABOPIE. 3PS 1 MPUBE3 €€.

— He roBopu Tak. O10 Obula e€e 00A3aHHOCTH — OBITH MOAJIE TEOA.
HeBecta  HacimemHuka  JOJDKHA ~— MOHMMATh  BCIO  MEpPYy  CBOEW
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, — YIIPSIMO CKa3alia si, HE KeJjiasi OnpaBIbIBaTh HEBEIOMYIO
MHE JIEBYILIKY, HE CIIPABUBIIYIOCS C JABJICHHEM BJIACTH.

— Takoe rTOpe CcHOCOOHO CIOMHUTH @K€ CaMOro CTOMKOTo, —
HEOXKUJIaHHO BCTynuiics 3a Hee ['perop. — Ee peGenka younu.

Cryk cepana B MOJHENIIEN TUILIHE.

PeGenka?..

Younu?..

— V¥ Tebs ObLI... — BBIJABWIIA s, @ 3aT€M KYCOUYKHM MO3AaWKHU BIIPYT
CJIOXKUJIUCH B LIETYIO KApTHUHY.

lT'on wHazan. l'om Hazam oHa mokoHYWIa ¢ cobOoi. Mares Iperopa
MOKWHYJIa ABOPEIl MATH JET Ha3ald... M OHA MPOCTO (U3MYECKU HE MOTIIa
MIOHECTH OT UMIIEPATOPA — JAXKE MPHU YCIOBHH, YTO TOT A0 CHX MOP MOXKET
OTUIOZOTBOPUTH KCHIIUHY . ..

Beixonut, ['ona6epr BoBce He Opat [ peropy.

— lonnGepr — TBOM CHIH? — MOPAXKEHHO BBIJIOXHYJA S U YBUJENA, KaK
ra3a [ peropa HanmoJaHSOTCS O0IBIO.

Xaocl!.. nem... boru!



DTO Ha €ero ChlHa COBepIlaliv MokyieHue. OH BUET KUHXKaJ B CEPJILIC
coOctBeHHOro pebOenka! W oH BHIEn, YTO COTBOPWIO TOpE C €ro
HeBeCTOU... OH moTeps ee. A ero CbIH IPEBPATHIICS B IEMOHA — KOTOPOMY
HUKorna He OyaeT mecta B Cpenumupbse. OHM OTHsUIH Y Hero Bce! OHM. ..

— I'perop, mbl Harinem ux. Halinem u mokapaem. Beex, 10 mocienHero.
B Cpemumupbe He ocTaHEeTCs WHAKOMbICIAIIMX! TONBKO TE, YTO BEPHBI
Tebe, capImuib?! — mooderniana si, 00XBaTUB JAJOHIMU €rO JIMIIO.

— I'HeB — He Jy4YIIUNA COBETUMK JJISI MPABUTENSL, — POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM
MIPOU3HEC HACJICTHUK.

A MHe cTanio 00JBHO — 32 HETO, 32 €r0 HEBECTY, 3a €r0 ChIHA. ..

3a ecex demeti 5mo2o nPoKIAmMozo pooa!

— Te1 He ocTaHenbCcst 0€3 HACIEAHUKOB, — CKa3aja si, TOYTH HE CIIbIIIA
COOCTBEHHOTO TOJI0OCAa HM3-3a TPOMKO OBIOIIErocs cepiia, — W HUKOTIA
oonpire He Oymemb omauH. Ilonmmaemn? S Oymy psaom! byny psmom c
TOOOM.

— MHe OyzieT TSKeNo ¢ TBOEH )KaloCThI0, — HE TS Ha MEHS, OTBETHII
OH.

OTH CI0Ba paHWIN.

Ho onuH B3I Ha €ro JIMIO 3aCTaBHJI 3a0BITh O JIMYHBIX OOMIaX.

On HecuacteH. Kak ox Hecuacmen... MHe ObUIO (U3UYECKU CIIOKHO
BBIHOCHUTB TOCKY, YTO 3aCThUIa B €0 Ia3ax.

— S cmory mnomoOuTh TeOs, — MpPOU3HECHa HETPOMKO, MPOBOIS
OOJIBIINM TATBIEM IO JIMHUU €T0 CKYJIBI.

S Bepuna B TO, 4TO CKazaja; Oojiee TOro — s 4yBCTBOBaja B cebe
pE3EPBBI JIsI 3TOU JTIOOBH.

— ToI capimmmb? Tel IpUMENIb 3TO?..

['perop omycTun Ha MEHS B3[JISAJI, U B HEM S MPOWIa TAK MHOTO BCETO —
COMHEHUM, HAJIEKbI, KeTaHus 3a0bITh TPO OJIMHOYECTBO U OJHOBPEMEHHO
— CTpaxa OBITh MOKUHYTHIM. ..

He BbifepkaB, s MpUTsAHYJAa €ro JMUI0, HaKpbiBasg ryObl cBouMu. He
3HaI0, 4ero Oojple ObUIO B ATOM TMOIENye — KeJaHus, OOJIU, CTPacTH,
3noctu? Ho s He MomIa He BIyCTUTh HACJEIHHUKA B CBOE CEpAIE — ceryac,
KOT/Ia y3Halia MpaB.y.

['perop oTBeTHMN HE cCpa3y: OH HEHAJOIT0 3acThlI, MO3BOJSII MHE
onymarbcs. [103BoMsIE OCTAaHOBUTHCS U OTCTYNUTh, HO S HE OCTAHOBUJIACH.
Torga OH MATKO MPOTOJIKHYJ SI3BIK BHYTpPh... MPUKaJI MEHsS K cebe... a



3aT€M IOJHOCTBIO 3aXBaTWJ KOHTPOJIb HAJI0 MHOW — HAJ MOUM TE€JIOM, HaJ
MOMMHM YyBCTBAMH, HaJl MOUMU SMOIUSIMU !

N s nmozBosmna emy 310.

— TbI ke MOHHMMAaEIIb, YTO I HE IO3BOIIO TeOe OOJIbIle OOIIATHCS C
Pecom... TONBKO B MOEM NPUCYTCTBHH, — OTOPBABLIACHL OT MEHS Ha
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJ, TPOU3HEC OH.

— Tel ke moHMMaelb, YTO 51 GU3UYECKU HE CIOCOOHA CONM3UTHCA C
KEeM-TO, KpoMe Te0s1? — HEpBHO YCMEXHYJIACh 51 EMY B I'yOBl.

— Tak B 3TOM 11€710?7 — OH OTCTpPaHUI MEHS.

— Imyno, — BbIHECTA 51 BEPAUKT W MPUTSAHYJIA €r0 CHOBA. — A JI€JO B
TOM, YTO MHE HEBBIHOCUMO BUJIETh, YTO Thl HECYACTIIUB. . .

— VY Hac oOumi aen, — HanoMHUJ I'perop, mpoBoAsS HOCOM IO MOEH
uiee.

— MHe miieBaTh, — Y€CTHO OTBETHIIA $1, 3APOKUABIBAS TOJIOBY.

— Hac OynyT ocyxnarb. — OH yKyCHJI MEHS 3a III€I0, a 3aTeM OIyCTHII
PYKH K JICHTaM KOpCETa.

— IlycTh TONBKO MOMPOOYIOT, — XMBIKHYJIA I U Hayaja PacCTEruBaTh
€ro KaM3o0J1.

[IpenBkyiieHue Haimiel OIM30CTU 3aXJECTHYJIO MEHS C TOJIOBOM,
CepJIIe 3aCTy4dasi0 TaK TPOMKO, YTO MOKA3aJI0Ch, OYATO S TJIIOXHY — s yiKe
HUYETO HE CIIBIIIAIA, KpPOME 3TOTO CTyKA... f...

— Croii. — Iperop mnepexBaTwii MOHM pPYyKH H 3aMep, CIOBHO
MPUCTYIINBAACH K YEMY-TO.

S HemoHMMaroIIEe CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO, JKJlaJla, KOTAa OH MO3BOJUT MHE
MPOJOJIKUTH, HAM MPOJIOIKHUTh. .. MBI. ..

— Kailput, s BBIHYXJIE€H OTIy4UThCA HEHanoyro. Krto-to mbITaercs
MPOHUKHYTh B BOCTOYHOE KpbLI10. Pec mpoBoaUT T€OsI 10 TBOUX MOKOEB. — U
['perop npuHsIICA YEPTUTH B BO3yX€E PYHBI CBS3H.

VYKacHOe, HEBBIHOCHMOE pPa304apOBAHUE 3AIIOJHUIIO MEHS, TI'PO3ACh
BBUIUTHCS HAPY)KY TUXON UCTEPUKOMU.

— Bce xopomro, Most 1eBouka. Mbl HaBEpCTaeM BCE, YTO YIYCTHIIH, —
HY>KHO BCETO JIMIIIb HEMHOTO TTOA0XKIaTh, — YIBIOHYJCS [ perop, 00xBaThIBas
JAJIOHSIMU MO€ JIMIIO Y 3arvisiblBasi B Ia3a. ..

Ero 3payku... OHM Takue OrPOMHBIE. .. U IOUEMY-TO y €r0 IJ1a3 COBCEM
HeT OenKkoB... Korma oHu nponanu?.. Ho MHEe He BaXXHO — BHYTPHU BCE
YCIIOKanWBAETCs, U 1 HAIIOJHAKOCh CYACTHEM U PAJOCTBIO.



— Bot Tak, Mos ManieHbKasi, — KUBHYJ 1 perop, U s OHsIa 1O €ro JIULLY:
OH JIOBOJIEH.

A ecnu OH JIOBOJIEH, TO U SI JOBOJIbHA. ..

— Pec, orBenu Kailput B ee mokou, — Ml Kya-TO 32 MOIO CIIMHY,
POBHBIM TOJIOCOM MpousHec ['perop. 3aTeM MSTKO MoIleI0oBaa MEHs B J100 U
OCTAaBUIL.

S cMoTpena emy Bciel, HE B CUJIaX CHEPKaTh PAJOCTHYIO VIBIOKY.
[lepeBena B3 HA Peca u 3ameTuia CTpaHHO 3HAKOMYIO 00JIb B TOTYOBIX
I7a3ax... TOYHO TAK K€ Ha MEHSI HEJJaBHO CMOTPEJI KTO-TO... & KTO?

— Jlenu Kalipur, — cnokoitHO cka3an Pec u ykas3amn Ha JIBEpb.

MBI BMECTE TONUIN HA BBIXOJ,.

— Kak... xak BblI ce0s uyBcTByeTe, Jjenu Kalput? — HEOXHUIaHHO
CIIPOCHJI TEJIOXPAHUTEND BIIAJBIKA OTCTPAHEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— 3amMmeuaTenbHO, — MpPU3HANIACh Y€CTHO. — Pec, MHE JaBHO He ObLIO
TaK Xopo1lo, kak ceiyac! — S ynpiOHynacs eMy, HO BHOBb 3aMeTujIa 00Jb BO
B3IVIAJIC.

[Touemy?..

— [Touemy ThI Tak CMOTpPHILIb HA MEHS? — CIIPOCUIIA YIUBIEHHO.

Tenoxpauurens Hudyero He orsBeTwi. [llaram Brepen, miIOTHO CXKaB
YEJFOCTH. .. U MOJTYall. Bce msaTh MUHYT, MOKA MBI [IJIA, OH MOJTYAJI. ..

— Bamwu nokowu, ieau Kalput, — gake He mIsiisl HA MEHs, IIPOU3HEC OH,
KOTJIa MbI JIOLJIN.

— IloueMy ThI Ha MEHSI HE CMOTpPHIIb? — CIpPOCHUiA S C YIBIOKOH. —
Pec? — 4 ckiionuna ronoBy. — Pa3Be Thl HE CHACTIIMB 3a Hac?..

— CyacTiuB? — NIyX0 NEPECTPOCHUIT OH.

— Hy na! M#r1 ¢ I'peropom manum apyr apyra! S cmonia noHsTh €ro, a
OH CMOI MHE OTKpbITbCA. Pa3Be 310 He 3ameuarenbHO?.. Kak wacto
UMIIepaTop >KeHUTCs 1o Jo0Bu?.. [IpusHaiics, 3To Oomblas peakocTs! A

A... st moomto I'peropa! Mbl Tak MOAXOAUM JAPYT APYTY... — S ¢ yauBIeHUEM
3amouyana, s, Kak Pec pe3ko pa3zBopauynBaeTcs U yXOOUT OT MEHS. ..
CrpanHo.

Beuepom 3TOro aHS MOM BO3MIOOJEHHBI BHOBb OTBEI MEHS B
BOCTOYHOE KPBLIO, TJE s IOJITO CHJIeNIa B HOTaX UMIIEpaTopa, HalUThIBAsICh
Marveu xu3Hu. MHe ObUIo Tak Xopomo... OcoOeHHO Korma MpHUIIes
['perop, miaauyi MEeHs MO JUILY U CMOTpPEN YAOBIETBOPEHHBIMU Iy1a3amu. S
qyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MPUHOIITY €My PaJoCTh, M OT 3TOTO ObLJIa CYACTIIMBA.



Ha cnenyromuii 1eHb s BHOBb Obljla OTIPaBieHa B BOCTOYHOE KPBLIO U
y>K€ MPUBBIYHO PACTIONIOKHUIACKH B 3aji€ ¢ TpoHOM. S omrymana, yto I'perop
XOUeT, 4TOOBbl S KaK MOXKHO JIOJIbIlI€ HAXOAWJIACh 37€Ch, MOTOMY JaXKe
OTKa3ajach OT o0eza, COBpaB, UTO HE TOJIOAHA. [ perop oOHsI MEHs, U MbI
JOJT0 CUJAENU, NPWKABIINCH IPYT K APYTy... S CKazajla €My, YTO JIFOOIIIO
ero. I s neiicTBUTENBbHO 3TO 4yBCTBOBaJA. [la, ceroHs st Obljia yBepeHa B
ATOM, Kak HuKorma. B rmma3zax I'peropa 4To-TO MEIBKHYJIO — HO S TaK U HE
CMOTJIa MOHSTh, 4YTO UMEHHO. OH OCTaBWJI MeHs ONMKe K BEYEpy U YIIEe,
HarloMHUB TIpo yxkuH. [lo mMepe Toro kak I'perop ormamsuics, s Hayana
YyBCTBOBAaTh MYCTOTY — CTpaHHOE olrymeHue. CIOBHO BMECTE C HHUM
yXoAwia yacTuuka meHsa. HaBepHoe, 3T0 U ecTh Jit000Bb. Ho, 4TOOBI He
HCTBITBIBATh 3TO TATOCTHOE YYBCTBO, S PEIIMJIA NPUJICYb U YCHYTH IO
yKHuHA. Teno modyemy-TO MOANEPKANIO MOK HJCK MU CTajJ0 HEBEPOATHO
TSDKENbIM, OyATO S BECh JIEHb TOJIBKO W JieJiajia, 4TO TpaThjia CHUJIbI...
CJIOBHO Ooposachk ¢ 4eM-TO... S 3akpblia Iia3a W yCHY/Na C YJIBIOKOW Ha
JIULIE.

— Tet He pomxen Obul genarb 3Toro. — lonoc romyOoria3oro
TEJOXPAHUTENS BIaJABIKK pa30yaui MEHsA, HO OTKPBHITh IVia3a OKa3alocCh
TSKEII0, U 51 OCTAJIaCh JIEKATh B IIPEKHEM T103€.

— Ona cwibHadg. OHa cpaBUTCSA, — rojioc moero ['peropa...

— Otkyna Tebe 3HaTh? Thl BeIb YK€ MPOXOAWI YEpe3 3TO — 3a4eM
NoBTOpsiens cBou omuOku? — B ronoce Peca criplmanace 3/10CTb. .. HOYEMY
OH 31uTcs Ha Moero ['peropa?

— Ta Obuta cnabee. Kaliput BoiepXUT. — A B rojoce I'peropa cTosbko
BEPHI B MEHSL. .. JIIOOJIO €ro.

— Tr1 mosTOMY 3acTaBisiellb €€ MOCTOAHHO CUIETH 31ech? [ymaemp,
Marus JKM3HU yoepekeT oT nociuenctsuii? — B romoce Peca 60ib... oTKyna
0011B?

— OnuBus HE copaBWiIach TOJIBKO H3-3a2 TOrO, YTO B HEH HE OBLIO
Maruvd S>KM3HH. Mbl Belb 3TO yXe BbUICHWIM. — B romoce I'peropa
MOSIBUJIOCH PA3pPaXKEHHUE.

— OHa He cnpaBuiach, TOTOMY YTO CHJIE BHYIICHHS BBICHIETO JEMOHA
HEBO3MOXXHO MPOTHUBOCTONTh. TBOSI COOCTBEHHAs MOIb pa3pyliuia ee
paccynok! 3aueM Tbl MPOAOIKACIIb UCTIBITHIBATh Cyab0y? Kaitput npunsiia



TeOs1! Cama! He nenait ee cBoeit mapuonetkoit! Ona goctoitHa Oosbiiero! —
MOBBICHII TOH Pec.

— Ortkyna cronbko 4yBCTB? — MpoHus B Bompoce I'peropa 4to-to BO
MHE BCKOJIBIXHYIA... HO 4T0?.. — U oTkyna Tebe 3HaTh — MpUHSIA OHA MEHS
WJIU HET?

— S Bumen ee mocie TOro pasroBopa ¢ ToOoi. OnHa eme Oblia
aZiekBaTHa. S yBepeH, uTO Thl y)K€ BJIMSI Ha HEe, HO OHA XOTs Obl Morya
cooOpakaTh U JieJlaTb COOCTBEHHBIM BHIOOP. A ceiuac — MOCMOTpU Ha Hee!
Kak oHa OyneT BHITVISETh HA IIPUEME B €€ 4eCTh? Y Hee C T'y0 He CXOIUT
CyMacIIe/ias cyacTiuBas yabloka! — 1 BHOBB 1 CHbIILy OO0JIb. ..

— Tel gymaenib, s HE CHOCOOEH CHAENaTh JKEHIIWHY CYACTIMBOU? —
[IpoBokammst B cioBax Iperopa MeHs Hampsmia... MOYEeMy?.. CTaJO
HEYIOTHO. ..

— S 3Haro0, uTo crocoOeH. A Buaen, kak cyacTiauBa Obuia OIUBHUS — JI0
TOTO, KaK Thl Ha4aJl BIUATh Ha €€ Pa3yM.

— Tbl koe-uro 3a0bul, Mod apyr! Ona OblIa cHAacTIMBAa JI0 TOTO
MOMEHTa, KOrja Moero cbiHa younu! — Peruanue I'peropa myraet meHs...
oHo myraeT meHs! — W g BbIHYyX7AeH ObL1 paboTaTh HAaJ €€ CO3HAHUEM,
9YTOOBI OHA NIEpeHeca 3Ty 00Jb!

— Ter noBen ee no cymacmectus! — npouenui Pec. — OHa cipeirayia
c Oamruu!

— 4 ceifuac ocTaBiso Te€OsS B CO3HAHHWH JIUIIB 10 OJHON MPUYMHE —
NOTOMY 4TO BC€ ele cuuTalo Tebs cBouMm japyrom. Ho ecinu  Tbl
MPOJIOJIKUIITE ATOT Pa3roBop. ..

OnacHOCTb... 1 4YyBCTBYIO OMACHOCTb... OHa OyKBaJIbHO MPOMUTHIBAET
BCE BOKpPYT...

— Ilpocture, Baiie BBICOYECTBO, — Mpou3Hec Pec uepe3 HekoTopoe
BpeMsi, — g 3a0buici. — B ero romoce He OBUIO AMOIMNA, OH CyX M
orctpaneH. — Ho... s1 661 He TOBOpMII BaM 00 3TOM, €CJi OBl HE OBLI BalllUM
IPYTOM.

— Yiau, — KOpOTKask KOMaH/I1a.

3BYK yIAJISIOIIUXCS 11aroB.

TummuHa. ..

— Kanpur! — lllenor B camMoe yx0, OTYETO s B3IPOTHYNA... & 3aTEM
00JIErYeHHO YIBIOHYNIACK, TTO3BOJISISI MOJHATH ce0s ¢ mona. — [lolaem, mMos
JIEBOYKA, 51 OTHECY T€0SI B TBOU MOKOMU.

N mou ['perop nonec MeHs B 3an1aJHOE KPbLUIO. ..



— TBoe miatbe yxe roroBo u xAeT Te0s. Thl Oyaenb caMmoil KpacuBoOu
HACJICJTHUIICH... ¥ caMOil KpaCHMBOW HEBECTOU, KOTJa si OOBSIBIIO O HalIeh
MIOMOJIBKE, — HEIPOMKO CKa3all OH, PUKUMas MEHs K ceOe.

— A xorma? Korma 1wl chmenmaemb 310? — S BAbpIXama ero 3arax,
YTKHYBIIIUCh HOCOM B IIEIO... OH Max 0ecro00HoO.

— YyTh mo3xe... BHa4YaJ€ HAM HYKHO HAWTU BCEX 3arOBOPIIMKOB U
YCTPaHUTh UX. A TIOTOM MBI ¢ ToOOM Oynem BMecTe. O6erato.

OH omycTWJI MEHS Ha HOTH, MATKO, HO KOPOTKO TMOIIEJIOBaJI B T'yObl U
IOKeNajl CIIOKOWHON HOYM.

Korpa s ocranace o/1Ha, MHE 3aXOTEJIOCH IJIAKaTh OT cYacThd. S Hama
CBOIO JIF0O00Bb! DTO HEBEPOATHO. .. i J1a’K€ HE CMOIvIa Obl IepeaaTh CIOBAMHU
— HACKOJIBKO 3TO PaJ0CTHO, MMOHUMAaTh, YTO TeNephb Bce Oyaer xopomio. S
YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK MO IIEKaM 4YTO-TO TeYeT... JlOTpOHynach 0 HHUX U C
HEJ0OyMEHUEM yBHUJEena coOCTBeHHbIE cie3bl. [louemy s mmauy? HaBepHoe,
JNEUCTBUTEIBHO OT CUACTHSI.

JloOpena 10 cBoeil cnajdbHM W ynaja Ha KpoBaTb. He ObulO cui
103BaTh ciiy>)kaHOK. CIIOBHO s BeCh J€Hb TOJIBKO U JieJialia, YTo 00posack...
CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO... 3HAKOMOE... 51 y>K€ HCHbIThIBana ero? He momHIo...
X0y CIIaTh. ..

— Katipur, npocHHCBE.

He xoTenoch OTKpbIBaTh 1a3a, HO KTO-TO TPsIC MeHs 3a 1ieqo. CoJiHIe
CBETUJIO B OKHO, 5 COIIypmiIachk. Yxe yrpo? IloueMy s Tak pazdouta, CJIOBHO
He cniana BoBce? U rioe moit ['perop? O6Bena B3MISIIOM CHABHIO. ..

Ilepeno muo¥u crosi Pec.

Kak HeynoOHo... S omycTuna B3I U yBUENA Ha ceOe BuepaliHee
maree. [louemy s ero He cHsuta?..

— I'ne I'perop? — cripocuiia, pacCesHHO IS/ B TOJIyObIe IIia3a.

— MHe ouyeHb Kallb, YTO TaK MPOUCXOJUT... YTO 3TO BOOOIIE
npousomnuio. Ho s He Mory He ocTaHOBUTH 3T0. MHavye Oymy HEHaBUIIETb
ce0st 10 KOHIIa )KU3HU, — CTUCHYB 3yObI, mpousHec Pec.

— Yrto-10 ¢ I'peropom? — S npunoaHsAIach Ha JOKTSX.

3ameTuna 3J0CTh B IMla3aX TEJIOXpaHUTENS BIaAbIKM, HO OH OBICTPO
B3sJ1 c€0s B pyKH... M HaJIeJl MHE Ha LIEI0 KAaKOW-TO TypallKuii Me1ajibOH.

Xionok. COHIMBOCTBG yluia MrHoBeHHO. Kak u paccesHHOCTbh.
BHJIEJIA MUDP YETKO M SICHO, A €Ill€ — C HApacCTAIOIIMM Y>KacOM BCIIOMHUJIA,
4yTO OBUIO BUEpA... U MO3aBYEpA. .. H...

— Pec...



— Jla, OH BIMSJII Ha TBOE CO3HAHHE, — O3 SMOIMM OTBETHII
roiayOoryia3bii.

— Yro ThI Ha MEHS MOBeCcWI? — COOpaB BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO B KYJaK,
CIIPOCHIIA 51 CIIOKOWHO.

— OTO amyJeT, CO3IaHHBI MacTepoM apTe(aKToB.

Macrep apredakTos...

— Tel BbIIIET Ha KOHTAKT C Marom, co3faBliuM apredakt PoBena? —
yTOUHMIIA 1, XMYpsCh. Pec monmua kuBHY. — HO OH Ke... OH K€ WIE€H CEeKThI
«Hucras 3emis.

OTOT (pakT s BBIACHWIIA, TPOAHATU3UPOBAB BCE JIAHHBIC... U, CYIS 1O
BhIpakeHUo uia Peca, s nipasa.

— ThI 4TO, CBsI3aJICA C KEM-TO U3 CeKThI? Kak Tebe 3To yaanoch?

Tonbko y HUX ObLIa 3alUTa MPOTUB HMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH M HUX
ctpanHoro napa. M ato ouu nanu Poseny ero apredaxr...

— TBos cTepBO3HAsA MOJpYKKa rmomorna. Ta, kotopas HEyTOMOHHasI, —
orBeTuI Pec.

— Hanun?! — uzymunacs 1.

— MHe npulIuIoCch MNOAENHUTHCS C HEH TBOEW... mpoOnemoil. OHa
OKazajach JOBOJILHO MOHSATIMBON 0co00i. M cpa3y mana MHE KOOpPJUHATHI
yOeXKHIa CEKThl. YAMBUTEIHHO, HO TE JIIOAM BIYCTHJIM MEHS BHYTPb. A
3aTeM MPOCTO BBICIYIIAIM ... IOMOIJIA MHE. be3Bo3me3aHo.

— Xaoc, MHE B JKM3HM C HEH HE pacIulaTuThes... — S momgHsuiace ¢
nocrend. [IpoBena yaloHpIO MO MENAIbOHY. — 3a4€M OH CAenan 3To? —
cripocuiia, He iaas Ha Peca.

— OH pasyuwnsicst 10BepsATh. VI PUBBIK BCE KOHTPOJIUPOBATH, — CPazy
MIOHSIB, O YEM PE€Ub, CYXO OTBETHUJI TEIIOXPAHUTEIb UMIIEPATOPA.

— On coBepuimn omuoOKy. OmuOKy, KOTOpYIO HE MpOIIAlT, —
IIpOM3HECHa 51 0€3 IMOIHIA.

Pec momuan.

51 noBepHynacey K HEMY:

— 4l 6narogapna tebe. IIpaBaa. Ho celfuac y Hac CIMIIKOM MHOTO Jied,
YTOOBI BBISICHATH OTHOIICHUS.

Pec mocmoTpen Ha MEHSI COCpPEIOTOYEHHBIM B3IIAJIOM, a 3aT€M
KUBHYIL

— Thl npuHSJIa BEpHOE PEIIEHUE, — TOJIBKO U CKa3aj OH.

— Bmnauane cnpaBuMcs ¢ 3aroBopuidkamMu. A TOTOM yxke Oynem
CIIPABJISITHCS ¢ O€3yMHBIMH POJICTBEHHUKAMHU, — YCMEXHYJIACH S YE€PE3 CUITY.



— OH He 06e3yMeH, — KOPOTKO OTBETHII TEJIOXPAHUTETh UMIIEPATOpA.

— 1 3nar0.

UyBcTBOBaJIa, YTO OH XOUET CKa3aTh €II€ YTO-TO, W XKJajla — KOIJa
ckaxeT. Ho Pec Moiua Beilien u3 Moel cajgbHU — a 3aTE€M U U3 ITIOKOEB.

UyTe mo3xe 1 TPOMKO MO3Baja CIYXKAaHOK, CTOS B LIEHTPE KOMHAThl U
pasmisabIBas pa3iokKEeHHOE Ha code BeNIMKOoJIenHOoe Oenoe Iarhe,
YKpPAIIEHHOE KPYKEBOM U IPATOLIEHHBIMUA KaMHSMHU.

Xorenock cxeub ero. Ho s He cnenana 3toro. Monya mo3Bosiniia Tpem
MOJYAJMBBIM TPUCITYKHUIIAM TIPUBECTM MEHS B TOPSAJOK, Hajena
IIPUBBIYHBINA YEPHBIM HAPSAJ U OTIPABUIIACH HA CEMEWHBIN 3aBTpaK. OH ABHO
Oyner He MeHee (eepuyHbIM, UYE€M MPEJCTOSIIEE CEroJHS BEUYECPOM
TOPKECTBO B MOKO YECTb.

MeHs OHO3HAYHO HE KJaJIH.

IIpournopupoBaB B3mIs1A [peropa, paBHO Kak M €ro MEIJICHHBIN
MOJILEM CO CTYJa, sl IpolIia K CTOJIy U 3aHsia cBoOoaHoe MecTo. [Ipucmyra
MTHOBEHHO IMPUHECA BCE OTCYTCTBYIOIIME MPHUOOPHI, CTapaTebHO Jeliasl
BHUJ, YTO CTOJI MNPUTOTOBJICH MJISI TPEX YEJIOBEK — IMPOCTO IS TPETHETO
HAKpBITh €I HE YCHenu, Aa-aa. S He cTaja KOMMEHTHUPOBATh 3TO. SICHO,
YTO HAKphITO ObLIO Ha ABouX. Kaiipur-BiroOieHHas-B-I' peropa eie 10mKHA
CIIaTh, MbBITASICh CHOM BOCIIOJHUTh HEAOCTATOK DSHEPTUU, BBI3BAHHBIN
TpaToi cui Ha O0PKOY C BHYIIIEHUEM €TI0 HACJIETHOTO BHICOUECTRA.

— Kaiiput, mouemy Tbl BcTtasnia? M uyto Ha Tebe HameTo? — BCe Ke
CIIPOCHJI HACJICAHUK, HAPSKEHHO IS HA MEHS.

— Bcrana, moromy 4TO @vicnanack, — Jenas aKUEHT Ha MOCIEIHEM
CJIOBE, OTBETUJIA A U 100aBUiIa: — A Ha MHE IJIaThe, Ballle BBICOUECTBO. JTO
BAaC yauBisAeT? Bbl 0Xugamu yBUAETHh YTO-TO npyroe? — S mpumnopHsiia
OpOBb M HavaJia MOTJIONIATh MO3/THUM 3aBTPAK C TOTATbHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM.

I'perop HExkOTOpOE BpEMsI MOI4Ya CMOTPEII HA MEHS, 3aTEM 3aHsUI CBOE
MECTO U TIOJIOJIBUHYI K ce0e KyOOK C BUHOM.

— beITh MOXET, €CcTh YTO-TO, UTO A NPONMYCTHJIA U O YEM JIOJKHA
3HaTh? — cupocuia s Peca.

— Ilocne ocmoTpa Baiero goma... — Hadall ro’ay0oriasblil.

— TBOErO, — pOBHBIM I'OJIOCOM MOMPaBUIIA 5.

— Ilocnie ocmoTpa TBOEro JomMa Ha OJTHOM U3 IJIaTheB ObLIM HaWJICHBI
OCTATKH 3aKJIAThs, — TYT K€ UcIpaBuics Pec.

—Yto? — S omyctuna pyku ¢ npubopamu. — Ha kakom KOHKpPETHO?



— VY T1ebs Bce IUIaThsd YEpHbIe, — HE 0€3 HUPOHUU OTBETUII
roiayOoryia3bii.

— U Bce-taku?.. — UtoOsl IIpaBast Pyka MiMneparopa 1a He 3allOMHUI,
KaKoe KOHKPETHO IJIaThe 1 KOT/Ia OHO Ha MHE OBLJIO HAaJIeTO?..

— Ha miarse, B KOTOpOM BBI B IIEPBBIM pa3 MOCETUIIA AKAJTEMUIO, — HE
noxBses meHd Pec.

S Hampsirna W3BWIMHBI, MBITAsCh BCIIOMHUTH COOBITHSL TOTO JTHA.
Hey>xenn KT0-TO U3 U3roes?..

— Yro 3a 3aknsaTue? — CHpPOCWIIA, HE CBOJSA A3 C TEJIOXPaHUTEIS
MMIIEpaTopa.

— Kaxercs, onHo n3 cBsazyromux. Bo3amoxkno — npociymka. Cenvac
CJIO’KHO TIOHSATH — MPOIIO MHOTO BPEMEHH.

Haxmypunace eme Oonbiie. I koMy MOTMIO MOHAZOOUTHCS CIIyIIATh
TOT Opeia, KOTOPBhIM MBI 00CY>Knainu ¢ u3roamu B YepHoit Oamne? OTo B
clly4ae, €CJIM 3aKJISIThe MOBEIICHO Ha MEHSI HE CaMUMU pediaTamu. ..

— Cpok pnedcTBUS TOMOOHBIX 3aKJIATHH? — yTOYHWJIA Ha BCAKUU
CIIyYau.

— JBa nHs, — cpa3y orBeTui Pec. HaBepHoe, OH yMan 0 TOM ke, 0 4em
U 1.

YTto mpociymuBalioch HE CTOJIBKO TO, YTO MPOUCXOAWIO B UepHou
OarirHe, CKOJIBKO TO, YTO MPOUCXOIUIIO B MOEM OCOOHSIKE.

— DTO CWJIbHAsI Marusi... KTO CIOCOOEH cOo31aTh HEYTO I10400HOE? —
CIIPOCHJIA HETPOMKO.

— Mar Bo3nyxa. M To npu ycJIOBHH, 4TO OH BJaJieeT IPEBHUMU PyHAMU
— XOTs1 OBl Ha TBOEM YpPOBHE, — 3aMeTui Pec, a s cierka mnokpacHena oT
KOMIUTUMEHTA.

— Eme uto-10? — cmpocuia, pemuB nogymarb o0 3TOM YyTh IMO3XKE
(pa3 ceifuac HUYETO HA YM HE UJET).

— Jla, MBI ¢ pEKTOPOM BBISICHUJIU, YTO CIYYHJIOCh C MOUM MOPTAJIOM, —
KuBHYJ Pec.

— W 4T0 K€ ¢ HUM CIYyYHIIOCh? — YTOUHWIIA $I, TPUILY PUBIIUCE.

— Ero mepeHactpoumiaum B TOT MOMEHT, Korja cpaboTtaia BeIOpoC B
KaOMHET TocnojuHa Arapeca, — OTBETHII rOJIyOOTIa3bIi.

Hukak He MOTy MPUBBIKHYTH K TOMY, YTO OH TaK Ha3bIBa€T OTIA. ITO
HACTOJIBKO CTPAHHO, YTO... YTO OH CKazan?!

— IlepenacTpowsnn B MOMEHT BbIOpoca? DTO kK€ BCEro JIMIIb Iapa
cekynn! Komy BooOIe XBAaTuT CUiibl cleliaTh 4YTO-TO MomoOHoe? — Sl



BCKOYMJIA.

OTIMYHO TTOMHIO, YTO MPOUCXOAUIO CO MHOM, KOTAA S IepeMeaiach
o CJoSAM peaidbHOCTH. HempusiTHoe olyinieHrue, BO BpeMsi KOTOPOTO
CJIO)KHO COOOpa)kaTb B MPHUHIUIE — HE TO YTO MEPEHACTpauBaThb TOUYKY
BBIXOJIa U3 Moprasal

— Xopouuii BOIpoc, — oTo3sajcs Pec.

— A MeHsA MpOHECIO MO IMPOJIOKEHHOMY paHee IIyTH, BEpHO? —
Jorajaanach si. — BBIXOAWT, TOT, KTO XOTeJl MpoOpaTbcs Ha TEPPUTOPUIO
YepHoil OamrHu, omepeAus MEHs JIMIIbL Ha MUHYTY — He Oosbie. A s
MpoHecach N0 PaHTOMHOMY KOPUJIOPY BCJien 3a HUM!

— Jla, MBI ¢ PEKTOPOM TaK U PEUINIH, — C OJJOOPEHUEM ISl HA MEHS,
KuBHYJ Pec.

— 3Hath OBl elle, OTKyda OTKPBIBAJICS MPEIbIAYLIUNA MOPTas, YTOOBI
NOHATh, KTO cOeral wu3 KaOMHETA PpEKTopa C Takol OTrPOMHOM
CKOPOCTBIO. .. — IPOTSAHYJA 5, YCEPIHO PA3MBILLIAS HAJ 3TUM BOIIPOCOM.

— MosxerT, XBaTuT?

Bomnpoc HacnenHuka 3acTaBUil MEHsI OTOPBAThCs OT CBOMX IyM H
MOCMOTPETh Ha HETO.

— YTo MMEHHO, Balll€ BRICOYECTBO? — CIPOCHUIIA CIIOKOMHO.

— JlenaTh BHUJI, YTO MEHS 3/I€Ch HET, — MpoueAana [ perop, misas 4e€TKo
nepes CoOOOH.

— BpBI 3mech. DTO CIOXKHO HE 3aMETUTh, — IPOU3HECHA s, MOIHSB
OpOBb.

— Kaitpur... — I'perop nepesen B3I Ha MEHS.

D10 mepBoe mpeAynpexaeHue. BToporo HaciemHuk, mojararo, He
NeTaer. ..

Sl BBIIDIa M3-3a CTOMNA, MoxoUUIa K I'peropy u OCTaHOBWIACH IPAMO
nepen HuM. [lomoxuna pyku eMy Ha JIMIO, 3aMevasi, Kak HampsraeTcs ero
B3DIs11. HaknmoHwmnack, 3aMepeB JIMIIb TOT/A, KOT/Ia MEXIy HAIMMU T'yoamMu
OCTaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO MUJUIMMETPOB.

— S xouy, 4TOOBI BBl 3allOMHWJIM Pa3HUILY, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, —
MpoIIenTana, BAbIXas 3amax ero Ko, — MEXIy HACTOSIIIIUM JKEJTaHUEM. .. —
S nmpoBesna rybaMu 1o €ro CKyJie, 3apbuiach MajibIlaMU B YEPHbBIE BOJIOCHI. —
W BHYI1IEHHOM JIFOOOBBIO. .. — IPOU3HECIIA XOJIOIHO EMY B CaMO€ yXO.

['perop pe3ko OTCTpaHUI MEHS U BCTaJI.

On Momyajn, HO MEHS MEIJICHHO yOuBanu ero miasza. llepemma iu s
yepty? He 3Har0. OH ee TOUHO rneperies.



— Krto nan tebe 3anuty? — 06€3 SMOIMIA CIIPOCHIT HACJICTHUK.

— Moii npyr. U, 6e3ycinoBHO, Balll APy, — OTBETUJIA 51 TAK K€ POBHO.

I'perop nmocmotpen napy cekyna Ha Peca, 3areM BHOBB IIepeBeIl B3IJISA
Ha MEH.

— Tb1 O0BIIIE HE 30BEIIH MEHS Ha «ThDY, — 3aMETHUJI OH.

— He 3acmyxunu, Bamie BBICOYECTBO, — MOSICHWJA S TIPOCTO U O3

MIPUKpAC.
['perop ycmexHyscs. 3aTe€M OTCTYIHI OT MEHS.
— 3a To, 4YTO HapYIIWJI MOM yKa3... — Hadal OH, He msAas Ha Peca...

— OH He Hapyman Baml yka3, — nepeOuia si, TPOMKO, YBEPEHHO U
HENPEKJIOHHO, — OH BBINOJIHSUI CBOM JOJIT Tepeao MHOM. Heckonbko nHEH
Ha3zaJ OH TmooOeran MHe, 4To OyaeT 3aluinarh MeHs. Baie BHYyIIeHue
paspymano Moil opranu3Mm u3HyTpu. Eciu Obl Pec He mpuHec amyrer...
MHE CJIOXHO TMPEJICTaBUTh, YTO ObI CO MHOHN CIy4WJIOCh, — IPOU3HECIA
cyxo. — M mockonbpKy BaM, Balle BBICOUYECTBO, ILUIEBAaTh HA MOE€ YMCTBEHHOE
U (pusznyeckoe 3I0POBbE, TO S MOTY JIMIIIL OJIaroJlapuTh HEBEIOMBIX OOTOB
[Topsanka 3a TO, 4TO BalleMy NMOAYMHEHHOMY Ha 3TO HE IUIEBaTh. ECiM BbI
XOTh 4YTO-TO chenaere Pecy, Bbl HaBcerjga yTparuTe MO MNPEAAHHOCTh U
MO€ YBaX€HUE, 3HAUTE JTO.

HexkoTopoe Bpemsi B 3ajie 11apuiia MepTBasi TUIIIMHA.

— TBoe... pacmnojokeHne Korna-HuOyIb CMOXKET BEPHYThCSA? — CITYCTS
MHHYTY MOJIYaHUSA C XOJIOAOM B rosioce crpocudn I perop.

— 4 He crany storo orpunare. Co BpEMEHEM — BO3MOXXHO. Bbl Moii
opart. Ho st He Oyny BpaTh: 51 He 3a0ydy Ballero noctynka. S Obl HUKOT/Ia HE
COITIACWJIACH CTaTh Ballledl JKEHOM, HO CTAarb BaM IIOAPYIOM, CTaTb YaCThIO
Balllell ceMbU s OblIa TOTOBA. BBl caMM OTTONKHYJIM MEHSI CBOE€H BBIXOAKOU
C BHYIIICHUEM, — YETKO ITPOU3HECIIA 5.

N BHOBB [ perop cmoimyail, yrepes B3I B CTEHY.

— TotoBbes k Gamy, Kaliput, — TOIBKO M CKa3ald OH 4Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
CEeKyHJI, 3aTeM TIOBepHyJics K Troiybormazomy. — Pec... cBobOoxmeH, —
HEOKUJIAaHHO OTITYCTHWJI €T0 M BBIIIEN U3 00€IEHHOTO 3aa.

— BB obGemanu caepxaTbCs, — HAIOMHUJ TEJIOXPAHUTENh BIIAJIBIKH,
KaK TOJBKO MbI OCTaJIUCh BJIBOEM.

— 3Haro. Ho 31O OKa3anoch CIOXHO, — HEPBHO YCMEXHYNIACh S U
OMYCTOIINJIA [EJIbIA KyOOK BOJIBI.

Sl xopuna o rpaHu.

— Br1 puckoBanu.



— «Te», Pec. S npomry, oOpaiaiicss ko MHE Ha «ThD». Mexny Hamu
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO BCETO MPOU30ILIO JJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI JieNiaTh BU, OYyATO MBI
MMOMHUM TPO STUKET.

— 51 Ipo Hero NOMHIO, — 3aMETHUJI TOTyOOTIa3bIN.

S 3akarniia masa.

— 1 pan, uyTo Bce 000ILIOCH, — JOOABUIT OH.

— Pan, yto I'perop He Hakazan meHs 3a Aep3ocThb? Wnu pan, 4yto s He
J0cTajlach €My B Ka4yeCTBE O€3MO3IJI0N, HO OY€Hb BIIFOOJIEHHOM JKEeHbI?..

— IlpusatHo BuaeTh TE€OS B CBOEM yME€, — TOJIBKO U OTBETHUI
TEJIOXPAHUTEINb BIIAJIBIKU.

OTKJIaHSUICS U TOXKE BBIIIEII.

A s cxana KyOoK, IVIsisl EMy BCIE. ..

3areM MEIJIEHHO BBIJIOXHYJA U OMyCTUJa rojoBy. CerogHs niaBHOE —
HaWTH 3aroBopiukoB. 00 oCcTaIbHOM MOAYMAIO 3aBTpa.

3aBTpa...



InaBa 19. Illpuem Bo aBOpUE

S paccmarpuBana ce0si B 3epkasie, cTapasich yOpaTh BCE ADMOIUMU W3
B3IISI/1A.

OH J0mKEeH 0CTaBaThCsl OTCTPAHEHHO BEXKIIMBBIM, HE OoJee.

bernoe mnarhbe BETUKOJENMHO: OHO TOMYEPKUMBAET MOKO (Urypy
HACTOJIbKO, HACKOJIbKO IUIaThbe BOOOIIE CHOCOOHO €€ TMOAYEepPKHYTb,
YYHUTBIBas, 4TO S BCS 3aKpbITa KPY)KEBOM — C HOT JI0 TOJOBBL. OTKPBITHI
TOJIBKO JIMTIO U KUCTH PYK — HO MX S CKPOIO IIEIKOBBIMH TTOJTYITPO3PAYHBIMHU
nepuaTkaMu: JIB€ Taphl Ha BHIOOP TONBKO YTO TPHHECTH MOJTYAIUBBIC
ciyxaHku. HeynuBuTenpHO, 9TO 5 HAYMHAIO CKy4aTh 1o J[oHu: Ta Tpemana
0e3 yMOJIKy, 0€3yMHO paszapaxkas, — HO 3TH OE3MOJIBHBIC CYIIIECTBA MEHS
MyTaroT. ..

[Ipuyecky MHE cjaenanyd BBICOKYIO, KaOMydykd Ha TydeiabKax ere
OosbIe TMPUOABUIIM POCTY: TENeph HHUKakas Jienu Baioner He cMmoxer
CMOTPETh Ha MEHS CBBICOKA.

Jmanema B Bolocax CBETHUTCS TaK, 9TO y MEHS HadajlaCh MHUTPEHb OT
COOCTBEHHOTO OTPaKEHHUS;, MPEACTABUTh TPYAHO, YTO OYyAEeT C TOCTIMHU
MOETO MpUema.

—T'oroBa? — ['perop BoIIe B MOU TOKOW M OCTAHOBUJICS PSIZIOM.

3epkasio OTpa3uiio HJCATbHYIO KapTUHY: YEpHBIA TMPUHII U Oenas
npuHIecca. X0Th MAacJIOM ITHUIIIH.

— Mory s 3agaTh BONpPOC, Ballleé BHICOUYECTBO? — CIIPOCHUIIA, HE OTBEYas
Ha ero BOMpoC.

— 3agaBan.

— ITouemy, umest CBOM Jap, BBI 10 CHX MOP HE TOJYHHIIIA MOIO MaTh? —
S cMoTpena Ha HEro yepes 3epKalio.

Cxonbkux mpobiem Obl ymanoch u30exkarh, caelaii OH €€ CBOeH
COIO3HUILIEH. . .

— Iloromy 4TO JUIsi TOrO, YTOOBI MOJHOCTHIO MOAYUHHUTH PACCYIOK,
HY’KHO JIOOMTBCS COIIacus Ha 3TO MoAYMHEHue. Tak BBIIUIO ¢ TOOOM. Tbl
rotopa ObLTa JIOBEPUTHCS MHE, — IIOC]e HEOOJBIION Tay3bl OTBETHII
I'perop, — moTomy crajna JOCTYITHOM ISl MOETO BIIHSTHUSI.

— BoBI momKHBI OBUTH BOBPEMSI OCTAHOBUTHCS, — YETKO MPOM3HECTA S,
HE OTBOJIS B3TIISIA.



— byaems oTunThIBaTh MEHS? — XOJOAHO MOMHTEpecoBaics ['perop. —
Cenuac?..

— Ja, ceruac He omyumiee Bpems, — comiacuiach . — Yto ¢
OTIO3UIIMOHEPAMHU?

— bOBIMIMHCTBO B3ATO MOA CTpaxy, Pec 3animercsa mmu 3aBrpa. Ecin
Onmaromaps mepenucke MWIEIW Mbl BBIYMCIMIN BCEX HEIOBOJBHBIX — ATOT
MIPUEM MPOUJET JOBOJBHO MHUPHO, — OTCTPAHEHHO OTBETWJI HACIIEIHUK,
pasrsiibiBasi MO Haps/I.

Onu ¢ PecoM mpoBenu orpoMHYI0 padoTy, MoOKa s MpoxJiaxjaanach B
BOCTOYHOM Kphbliie, HanmuThiBasicb Marueit [lopsiaka: Bcst onmo3unus Oblia
MO/l TeM WM WHBIM MPEIIOroM O00€3BpEkKEHA, 3HaTh C COMHUTEIbHBIMU
CBSI3SIMA — B35ITA IOJ KOHTPOJIb, 32 BCEMU CHIIbHBIMH MaraMu HMIICPUH
yCTaHOBJICHA ciexka. [lo uaee, cCeromHsAIIHUN IPUEM HOJDKEH IIOMOYb
BBIYMCIIUTh TEX 3arOBOPIIMKOB, YTO CYMEIH CIHPSATaThCsA B ONMKaliieM
OKPYXEHUU TPaBSIIEH CEMbU U 3a JOJTHE TOAbl OTBECTU OT CeOsl Kakue-
00 TOI03PEHHUS.

MBI rOTOBUJIMCH K CAaMbIM HEOXKUJAHHBIM BapUAHTAM.

— Torma unem k HUM? — S B mociieqHUu pa3 Opocuia B3MIsLA Ha CBOE
OTPaXEHUE U MTONLIA K IBEPSM.

N3ron xayT mMeHs B obemeHHOM 3aje. Ilopa mpoBecTw mociemHuit
WHCTPYKTaX.

— TbI yBepeHa, 4TO HE XOUYEIIb 3TOr0?

—Yero? — cupocuna si, OCTAHABJIMBASACH Y BBIXOJIA.

— CraTp MOEM MMIEPATPULIEH, TTOCIIE TOTO KaK 5 B30W1y HAa IPECTOI, —
CIIOKOMHO OTBETUII | perop.

S obepHynach K HEMY, IOCMOTpENA HA TOYEHOE JIUI0, OJEAHYIO KOXY,
YEpHBIC [JIa3a. ..

— 4 yBepeHa, 4TO HE XO4y BUAETHh BaC UMIIEPATOPOM, — MPOU3HECIA
POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Tbl MOHHMMaeNb, MO KaKOMy TOHKOMY JIE3BHUIO CE€WYac HJEHIb? —
YTOYHWJT HACJIETHUK, TPUILYPUBIIUCE.

— Bbl HE mNOHSIW, Balie BBICOYECTBO, — CIOKOMHO TMOKayana s
roJoBOM. — Sl He Xouy Ja)ke MPEACTABISATh BaC HAa MECTE Ballero OTHA.
Kusbsim MepTBerioM. JKuBbiM opyxueM 0e3 Bonu. [Ipocro... Cuioii. B Bac
CIIMIIKOM MHOTO KW3HH U KEJIAHUS KUTh. Sl HE XOUy JyMaTh, YTO KOIJIa-TO
BCE ITO MCUE3HET W3 BalllUX I7Ia3, a BaIlld BOJOCHI CTaHYT OenbiMu. Jlaxe
ceifyac, uMesi Ha Bac OOJBIITYIO0 OOH Y, S JKeJal0 BaM JIyUIIeH TOH.



— Y MeHs HeT BhIOOpa, — TOJIBLKO U MpousHec [ perop.
U kak xe oH ommbaercs. Beibop ecTp Beerna.

N3rou okazanuch B MOJTHOM O0€BOM TOTOBHOCTH, Korjaa [ perop oTKpbLI
nepeso MHOW JBeph B 3ai. M Korjma s ToBOpro O O0€BOM TOTOBHOCTH, S
MMEHHO €€ U UMEIO B BUILY.

— Oto He mepedop? Kro moBeput, 4TO BBl HA 3TO CONIACHINUCH? —
MpsIMO COpOCHIIA 51 HACJIEHUKA, Pa3IIsiAbIBast YIOOHbIE /s OOPHOBI IIaThs
c 3anaxom Ha Tare m Hanm, a Taxke OOTHHKU 0e3 KaOIyKOB — KOTOpBIE HE
cTaju Obl MPEMNSATCTBOBATh OBICTPOMY O€ry B cllydae HEOOXOUMOCTH.

Her, u Tara, n Hanu BbINISIAEIN BETUKOJICITHO. .. I NIpecTynHuL. Mx
HapsJIbl TPEJCTABISUIM COOOM CMeCh OaabHOTO TUIaThs U 00€BOM (HOPMBI
aZieniTa aKaJeMUM: BCE YKpallleHUs, KpyXkeBa, PIOMIM — BCE 3TO OBLIO
MIPE3PUTETHHO OTBEPTHYTO TO JIU MMOPTHUXAMH, TO JIM CAMUMHM JIEBYILIIKAMH,
Y B3aMEH BbIOpaHbl cTporue (pacoHsl U poporoi marepuain. [loa miaresiamu,
MoJiaratro, HaJeThl KOXAaHbIE IITaHbl (XOPOUIO XOTh 3TO OYyAET 3aMETHO
TOJIbKO TIpu ObIcTpoM Oere). M ecnu Hanm Bce ke yocyXKuiach YIOXKHUTh
CBOM BOJIOCHI B MPHIMYHYIO MPUYECKY, TO Tara mMpocTo MX pacmycTuia,
yOpaB JIMIIIh Mapy JOKOHOB C BUCKOB Hazaj (11 TOTO YTOOBI BOJIOCHI HE
MEIIaINCh), — M BBINISAENAa TMPU OSTOM HACTOJIBKO  BBI3BIBAIOIIIE
BOMHCTBEHHO, YTO MTHOBEHHO MPUTITUBANIA B3MISAA. M, K CIOBY, JIOITO €ro
HE OTIyCKaJIa. ..

Ha pykax y o0enx — MEpCTHU C Kyuyed 3akISTUU-TOByIIEK. S ux
YyBCTBOBAJIA JaXXE€ B «CIAIIEM» COCTOSIHUM — HACTOJIBKO OHU ObUIM
3apsIKEHBI SHEPTUEH.

Ha, Pec siBHO miepecTapajcs ¢ uX o0ladyeHuEM. ..

ITepesena B3msaa Ha [ly3ado u ['pora. BoT KT0 BINISAET TAK, KAK TOTO
TpeOOBaJI AITUKET... €CIU HE YUUTHIBATH JIBICYIO TOJIOBY U pa3Mephbl Oyras u
HEBEPOATHOE O0AsTHUE CBETIBIX KYAPSIIEK MUJIOT0 U HauBHOTO [1y3ayo.

M-na.

— Ilpu TakoMm packiaze B YEPHOM JIOJKHA Obula OBITH sl. A BbI ObI
BBITOJIHO BBIICISUIMCH Ha MoeM ¢oHe B Oeimom dpake, — 3amMeTHiIa
CKEIITUYHO.

— TeGe He HpaBuTCca? — ockanmuics [por.



— Kumxan non pybaxy cnpsiub. Tebs MOTYT B 3al HE BIyCTUTh! — S
3aKaTWIIA I1a3a.

— Ero BeIcodecTBO oOemiaiy CBOOOAHBIM IPOXOJ BO BCE 3ajbl, —
yCMexXHyJIcs Oyrait, OpocHUB OBICTPBIN B3MJIsIA HA HACJIEHUKA.

— Bce Tak, Bbl BOJIBHBI B CBOMX MEPEMENIEHUAX, — CIIOKOMHO OTO3BAJICS
I'perop m 3agymuuBo nocmorpen Ha Hanu. — Caumkom Maiia pocToMm,
MOT'YT MPUHSATH 32 peOeHKa. MOXKeT, 3psl 0OTKazanach OT KaOJIyKOB?

['maza Menkod Hamo OBUIO BUIETh. B TOT MOMEHT s peaibHO
HCIyTaiach 3a HACJIECIHUKA.

Ona caepxamach, HO B3DIAN, KOTOPBIM METHYJda Ha MEHs, ObLI
KpacHopeuuB. Youna Obl. Eciu 61 Moria.

Huuero, cTepnuTcsa-CiroOuTCs. .. s K€ TEPIUTIO UX 000UX.

Tem BpemeneM Iperop mosepnyics k Tare m cranm paccMarpuBaTh
BOPOBKY.

Honro paccmarpuBai. A naxke Hayajga O€CTIOKOUTHCSI — HE 3aCTaBUT JIH
nepeenbiBaTh mpudecky? Tara Bpsia JIM COTIACUTCS.

Ho nacnennuk Bce Mo4al, a BOPOBKA, caMa TOTO HE 3aMeuasi, HEPBHO
Tporaja CBOIO TaTyUPOBKY Ha JIUIIE. ..

— Y MeHs ceryac HEeT Ha 3TO BPEMEHHU, — HaKOHeI Ipou3Hec I perop,
mpojoiiKasi CMOTpeTh Ha Hee. — Ho Thl gomxHa caenatrh BeIOOp. [Ipsimo
cenyac.

Mp1 Bce nepeBenu Ha TaTy yauBiIeHHBbIE B3MIABI. A Ta pe3ko yOpana
PYKy OT JIMIIa U BOJIKOM ITOCMOTpEJia Ha HACJIEAHUKA.

— Kak BbI y3HaIM? — COCpEeIOTOUEHHO CIIPOCHUIA OHA.

— S yyBCTBYIO BCE MOTOKM Maruu. Jlake crsiiue pyHbI CBSI3U. A 3Ta
TaTyupOBKA CIJIUIIKOM 3aMETHA, YTOObl HE OOpaTUTh HA HEE BHUMAHMUS, —
X0J10/{HO OoTBeTUJ I'perop. — BeiOupaiite cTopony, Jieau.

Jlenu?! Ha wMoem Juie, KaxkeTcs, 3acThlJIO HemNepegaBacMoe
BBIPAXKEHUE. ..

— Jla, HE THI OJJHA W3 OMAJILHOW CEMbH, — OBICTPO B3IVIIHYB Ha MEHS,
KpUBO YibIOHYymMach Tara, — W OBITh TNPECTYIHHIEH, WMes OJIaropogHOe
MIPOUCXOXKICHUE, HE TBOE UCKIIIOUUTEIILHOE MPABO.

— Jla s He... — ONpOTsIHYyJA 5, HAXMYPUBIIKUCH, HO 3aMOJIKJIa, 3aMETHUB,
YTO JI0 MEHSI YK€ HUKOMY HET Jiena.

— B runpauio BOpOB MPUXOAST HE OT XOpOUIEH >XKU3HU, — Opocuiia
BOpoBKa [ peropy.



— Pazymeercs, 3a 3TUM pelIeHUEM CTOUT AylIepa3auparomias UCTOpus,
M BO BCEM BHHOBAT umrieparop. Bamre pemenne? — B ronoce HacneqHuka
MOSIBUJIOCH HETEPIICHUE.

— 51 BepHa CBOEMY CIIOBY — W TWIbJUU MPUIETCS ONPUHATH 3T0. Tak
CHAEP>KUTE U BbI CBOE! 3a TOJIOBBI TEX, KTO XOUET BALIETO CBEPKEHUS, S XOUY
noJy4uTh cBoOomy. CBoOOay oto Bcex! — mpousHecna Tarta, HaNpsHKEHHO
IS HAa Moero Opara.

[ToBucna tumwuHa. HUKTO M3 M3roeB HE MOTr MOBEPUTH B TO, UYTO
MIPOUCXOJIUT.

— Tak Hukakoro MmenanboHa He ObUIO? M HUKAKOro MPOBAJIEHHOIO
3amanug? Tel coenmuaabHO Jaja HOMMATh ceOs, 4YTOOBI IIONAcCTh B
Hapkctoyn? — Hanu ¢ nzymnennem ycraBuiace Ha Tary.

— Menanson 0b11. U 3aaHue g HE TTpOBaNIMIIa, — CIEP)KAaHHO OTBETHIIA
Ta.

— Tonbko K IPOBEPKE TBOEW BEPHOCTH OHO HUKAK HE OTHOCHUIIOCH — S
npaBa? — MeJnkasi IpUCTAJIBHO CMOTpesia Ha TaTy, U MOJlYaHuE MOCHEAHEN
MOCIYXXWIO € OTBeTOM. — Tebe HyKHa ObLla Xopolas JiereHJa U HoBas
JAYHOCTh. YTO K... CHHMAK UUANY IIepe] Balle OpraHU3aluei:
CcpabOTaHO HAa OTIMYHO, — HE 0€3 BOCXUIIEHHUS, CMEHUIAHHOIO C JIETKUM
npe3peHueM, XMbikHy1a Hanu.

— Kak s Mmory Beputhb Te0€ ToCie 3TOro? — pacTepsiHHO CIpocuia sy
BOPOBKH.

Xaoc, oHa Oblila €/1Ba JIK HE €IMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, OT KOTOPOTO 5
He okujana npegarenbcTa!l M yero Booodiie xouet rusibausi BopoB?! Kakoe
OTHOILIEHWE OHAa HMEET KO BceMy mnpoucxoasmemy? Heyxenun Tara
oOumIaga KOMHAaThl OOTaTeHbKUX AaJeNTOB, MOKAa MbI ObLIM 3amepThl B
JapkctoyH?

— Kaiipwur, s yxe roBopura, s caenana cBoii Beioop! U mepecrana ObITh
BepHOU runbaun! — B rooce TaTel criblmanack mpock0a moHATh ee. — Jla u
KakoM CMBICI ~ BO3BpamiarhCsi K BOPOBCTBY, €cClIu cBoOOmy W
HEMIPUKOCHOBEHHOCTh Ha BOJIE TapaHTUpyeT caMm HacienHuk?! S Oblna
4ecTHa ¢ TOOOM — ¢ TeX caMbIX IOp, KaK Thl MOKJISJIACh MOMOYb HaM B
Yepnoit Oamine! S maxke coxpanwuia ajis Te0s TOT MPOKJIATHIN apTedakt! —
Cama TOro He 3amMevas, OHa Hadajla 3aBOAUTHCA. — OmHAKO s He Mo2y
ceecmu pyHy ¢ auya! A OHM TPONOJIKAIOT CBS3BIBATHCS CO MHOM, Kenas
3aMoy4uTh BCE IIEHHOE OTOBCIONY, I7le Obl s HU TmosiBsiiachk! Berep Bcex



paszznepu, g yKe 0 CMEpPTH ycTaja oT Bcero storo!!! — B mmazax BOpoBKu
MOJIBIXHYJIA 3JI0CTh, KOTZIA OHA BHOBb BCTPETHIIACH B3MISIAOM C [ peropom.

Ho npu yem 31ech HacneqHuK?..

— S cBegy ee JWMYHO, €CIIM BBl CETOAHS ITOMOXKETE HAWTH BCEX
3aroBOPIIMKOB, jJenu TasHa, — OECIBETHBIM TOJIOCOM OTUekaHuI [perop,
TSI HA 3aBUTOK TaTyUPOBKH.

— Bbl y3Hanmu MeHs. — Tara OoTCcTyInniia Ha I1ar, a Ha €€ JIMLE BIEPBBIE
MOSIBUJIOCH HETIPUKPHITOE BOJTHEHHUE.

— IlpusHaTtecs, HE cpasy... HO y3HaJI. Bbl CHIIBHO M3MEHWIHCH. JTO
JIOBOJIbHO 3a0aBHO, Bhl HE HaxoauTe? — Iperop BAPYT CKJIOHUI TOJIOBY
Ha0OK.

— Yt0? — BBIJaBUIIA TTOOJICTHEBIIIAs BOPOBKA.

— BaI Tak criemmnu coexarh U3 A0Ma, 9TOOBI HE MOIMAcTh BO JIBOPEII, —
U Tenepb CTOWTE 3jech, nepeno MHou. Ilo cBoel Boie W 6e3 mpaBa Ha
OIIIHOKY.

— YTo mpoucxoauT? — U3yMJIEHHO COPOCHUJIA S Y 3TUX JIBOUX.

— CMOTpUHBI HEBECT ABEHAATH JIET HAa3a/l, — TUXO oTBeThia Tara, He
orpbiBasg a3 ot Iperopa. — Hama cembs BOepBble 3a MOATHACCAT JIET
MOJIyuyusia BO3MOXKHOCTb TOSIBUTBCA BO JIBOPLIE U  MPEJICTaBUTH
MPETEHJICHTKY B HEBECTHl CAMOT0 HAacJeAHUKA. BOT TOJNBKO HaM HE HyXHa
OblJ1a 3Ta YE€CTh: MBI IMPHUBBIKIU KUTh 0€3 0COOOr0 BHUMaHHUS KOPOHBI K
HaiemMy pofay... [lo upoHun cyabObl U3 BCEX MPETEHIEHTOK UMIIEPATOP C
HACJICIHUKOM BBIOpANI Ty €IMHCTBEHHYIO, KOTOpas OTYAsIHHO HE Kejaa
CTAHOBUTKLCS YaCThIO MPABSIIEH CEMBHU.

— OnuBus — He MOsl U30paHHUIIA. — [ perop nmoBopaurBaeTcst KO MHE: —
B neli He Obulo HM Karuiu maruu. S BbIOpan ee mozxke. Cam, s ceOs.
[loromy u4TO MO HapedeHHas cOexana W3 JOMa, KaK TOJbKO eu
WCIIOJHUJIOCh YETHIPHAIIATh JIET: MEPCIEKTUBA MOMNACTh BO JABOPEL] s
oOpsizia ¢ HACJIETHUKOM TTyrajia ee OOJIbIIe, YeM HUIIKUE KBAPTAJIbl CTOIHUIIBI.

— Ilpomry mnpomieHus, Bame BBICOYECTBO, — CIAEPHKAHHO H C
JOCTOMHCTBOM OTO3Basach TaTra, BOT TOJIBKO... €€ B3I/ CTaJl KAKUM-TO JI0
KYTH TyCTHIM.

Omna nosnaraet, 4to ee He oTnycTAT? Mnu 6ouTcst MecTu HaciaeaHuKa?

Ho mouemy B 3TOM Cciydae nmoxkayneTs Xxo4eTcs uMeHHO I peropa?.. Emy
OMPEJICICHHO HE BE3ET C )KEHIMHAMM, KOTOPBIX OH BHIOMpAET!

— [lpsAM miIakaTh XO4ETCS OT TAKOTO CYACTIMBOTO BOCCOEIUHEHUS, —
n3pekina Hauu, msaas Ha Bce 3TO JEUCTBO C OTKPOBEHHOW UPOHHUEH.



— He coBeryto s3BUTh, — OBICTPO 3aTKHYN €€ MOl Opareu. — S 3Haro,
YTO 3TO UMEHHO ThI JOCTAJIa amyJeT 1is Peca.

JIno menkoi nooaeaHerno.

— Ilpomy Bac, nmepectanbTe! — 4yTh MOBBICHIIA SI TOJIOC, MPUKPHIBAS
rasa.

ChaumkoM MHOTO COOBITUM M OTKPOBEHHH... Y HAcC MNPOCTO HET
BpEMEHHU pa3OUpaThCsi CO BCEM THUM.

Yepes cuity 3actaBmiia cedsi mocMoTpeTh Ha TaTy, KoTopas crosuia,
OMYCTHUB B3IJISA]l B MOJI, U BBITVIsAIENIA TaK, CJIOBHO ObLJIa OCYX/ICHA HA Ka3Hb.

Ha, I'perop ymeer... 3amnyrarsb.

A BOT C HOpPMAJIbHBIM OOIIEHHMEM Yy HEro IMOKa 4YTO OTKPOBEHHBIE
MPOOJIEMBHI. . .

Hano 4To-T10 ¢ 3 THUM Jemars.

— Iperop, mbl rOTOBBL. Jl0 Hauasa npuemMa OCTAIUCh CUHWTAHBIC
MuHyTHI. [lopa HauMHAaTh, — MPOU3HECIHA 5, B3B CE0s B PyKHU.

[maBHBIN OanbHBIM 3251 ABOpIAa OyKBaJbHO CBETUJICA OT KOJIUYECTBA
OTHEM, 3epKall U OJecKa IparoleHHbIX KaMHel B Hapsiaax 3Hatu. S crosiia
pagoM ¢ I'peropoM M mpuHHMAada TOCTEH, KMBas UM C BBICOTBI CBOETO
nbenecTana. Pec pacmonoxuics no npaByr pyKy OT UMIIEpATOpa, C MOEH
CTOPOHBI, U CTOSII IEPE]T TPOHHBIM BO3BBILLICHUEM.

Bb110 04eHBb HEJIOBKO OIIYIIATh TaKyIO IJIbIOY CHJIBI 1T03aJu ce0sl, HO 5
nepxainack. MMnepatop BbI3BIBAI TPEMET... YAUBUTEIBHO, KAK JIETKO
CBBIKJIACh C €ro MPUCYTCTBHEM, HAXOIACh MOJ BHYylIeHHWEM [peropa, —
MOKaJIyH, €CTh B 3TOM JI€JI€ Tlapa ILUIF0COB, HECOMHEHHO €CTh. ..

A 3HaTh BC€ TEKJa W TeKJa K HaM pPY4YeWKOM, OAapuBas HOBYIO
HACJIEIHUIY CaMbIMM pa3HbIMU INojapkaMu. Kcraru, 3a Tpuauarb MUHYT,
MOKa sl TYT CTOsIa, Y MEHS YK€ MOABUJIACh IMapa JIOMOB B MPHUIOPOE,
OoJbIlIasi KOHIONIHS W HECKOJIbKO CYHJIYKOB C JIPAarolieHHOCTSMH. XOPOIIO
OBITH HACJIETHHUIIEH.

Eme nyuiiie ObITh HAacIEIHUIICH, HA KOTOPOI BCE XOTAT KEHUThHCS !

EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO TMOPTWIO MO€ HACTPOEHHE, 3TO B3IVIAIbI
MPEKPACHBIX JIC/IH. . .



N wHer-HeT, HampsArajiu BOBCE HE UX TMPE3PEHHE WU 3aABUCTD:
HaIpsrajaio UX 4Ype3MEpPHOE BHHUMAHHUE K JIBYM MY>KUMHAM OKOJIO MeHs. U
eciin Ha [peropa cMOTpenu BCE HE3aMy>KHUE JACBUIbI, BTAHE HAJECACH
CTaTb HOBOW MPETEHJCHTKOM HA MOYETHOE 3BAaHUE MATEPU CIEAYIOLIETO
HaclieJHUKa, TO Ha Peca cMoTpenu Bce 3aMyKHHE Oambl. A 3TH, Kak
BOJUTCSI, ObUTM HAMHOTO 00JIe€ OMBITHBI B JIIOOBU M BOMPOCAX COOTA3HEHMUS.
K tomy ke oHM ObUIM MacTepullaMU ABOPLOBBIX WUHTpUT. U To, xaxue
B3IVISI/IbI OHU Opocalii Ha TEJIIOXPAHUTENST UMIepaTopa... O, ATU JIbBUIIBI
raszenu Ha Peca Tak, CJIOBHO OH ObLIT KYCKOM CJIaJKOTO TOpTa Ha OIIOACUKe
— TOJIBKO MPOTSIHU PYUKH, 3a0€pH U Chelllb!

BbIXoquT, OH JEWCTBUTENBHO MOMYJSIPEH Cpeau ciaboro moja — u
AKTUBHO TOJIb3YETCSI CBOMM IIOJIOKEHUEM, HE OCTaBasChb OAWHOKUM
XOJIOXHBIMHA HOYaMH?..

S Heoco3HaHHO cxkaa Kynaku. 1 uro onn Bce B Hem Hanu?! OH xe
npocto tenoxpanutenb Biaabiku! [IpaBas Pyka Mmneparopa! Ero ['nes!
Bropoii — nocne I'peropa!

Xaocl!..

Taxk, Hayio ycrokouThesi. OH caMm TOBOPUJI, UTO ObUT MaJ0K HA KEHCKUM
MOJA JO CBOETO 3aTOYCHMSA... lenepb... TEmepb €My MOPOCTO HEKOoraa
3aHUMAThCSI JTUYHOM JKU3HBIO: OH K€ C MOMEHTA BbIxoja U3 UepHoil OamHu
TOJIBKO W JIeJlajl, YTO MOTaJicAd MO MOpYy4YeHHsM [peropa, cienus 3a MHOM,
HOYEBAJI B MOEM OCOOHSIKE U... IIEJIOBAJl MEHSI.

S mpukpsblLia 171a3a ¥ MEJIEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA.

Bce 310 moTom.

[Torom!

Ceityac He 00 3TOM JymaTh HAJIO.

— Bcee B nmopsiake? Bamm mieku nbutatoT pyMSHIEM, — YyTh CKJIOHUB KO
MHE T'0JIOBY, 3aMeTHI I perop.

— Ha, B mopsiake. IIpocTto rocTer CIMIIKOM MHOIO, U BCE OHM HE
CTECHSIOTCS ITOKA3bIBaTh CBOE PACITOJIOKEHUE.

S He coBpama HH CIIOBOM: MOJOIBIE JIOPABI TaK € AKTUBHO
JIEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA MHE CBOIO CUMIIATHUIO, KaK MPEJACTABUTEIHHUIIBI CJ1A00TO
nona — ['peropy u Pecy.

— D10 HOpManpHO. IMEHHO Ha 0anax W MpueMax HACIETHUKH U BCE
NPUONIM>KEHHBIE K HMIIEPATOPCKON ceMbe HaxoAsT cebe (daBoputok. A
uHOoTAAa — naxke Oymymmx skeH. K cioBy, mopa Kacmipoit yxke IBakIbl
HaIpaB/sUT MHE 3ampoc Ha Bamie ums. [IpaBma, Ha TOT MOMEHT BBl ObLIU



JUIIb T1aBOM popaa. Teneps Bbl — HACIEIHUIIA TIPECTOA, — YCMEXHYBIIIHUCH,
oreeTua ['perop.

— UnTepecHo, kak 3HaTh BocnpuHsia 3TOT ¢akt? Ecnu He cuutarh ux
JOKUBBIX YJIBIOOK W TIPUTBOPHOW CHUMIMATHHM, KOTOPYIO OHHM TaK JIaTHO
M300pakaroT Ha CBOMX JUIax. — Sl He3aMeTHO (BIPKHYJA, TPUKPHIB JTUIIO
BEEPOM.

— Onu cuyacmiuBbel. — Ha ry0ax HacnegHMKa pacTAHYNIACh LIMPOKas
yIIBIOKA.

— IIpaBaa? — S nogusina OpoBb.

— Bbl cBOMM mpuMeEpOM JIOKa3aiM, yTO JroOas, Jaxke camas OemgHas
JIEBYIIIKA U3 OMaJIbHONW CEMbH CMOXET CTaTh MPUHIIECCOM — €CIIA XOPOIIIO
MMOKOMAEeTCs B CBOEH POJIOCIOBHOM.

He camast my4iiass MOTHBAaIMs 17151 FOHBIX JICB.

— Ilonmarato, B Omnwkaiiiiee BpeMsl CJHeAyeT KAaTh HaIlUIbIBa
«pPOJICTBEHHUKOB»? — CKENTUYHO [IOMHTEpecoBajach s, KHBas Ha
MIPUBETCTBUE OYEPETHOMN 3HATHOM MapHI.

— Yxe, — yemexnyscs ['perop. — Ho s BCckope npenoam BCeM ypoK — U
YKEJIAIOIINX MOUMaTh yaady 3a XBOCT HOYMEHBIIIUTCS.

— Ycrpoute myOJUYHBIA Pa3HOC OJHOW M3 BPYHHMILIEK? — J0rajanach
1. — XOThb MHE€ M HE HPABITCS Ballld METOMABI, MPHU3HAIOCH, TOPOH OHU
JNCUCTBECHHBI.

Hekotopoe BpemMsi Mbl Moyiua MNPUHUMAIM Japbl, a 3areM s He
BBIZIEprKalia U CIIPOCHIIA:

— Yro Oynet ¢ Taroii?

— DTO Bac HE Kacaercsi, CECTpHUIla, — XOJOJHO OTBeTWU] [perop, He
IJIS1/151 HA MEHSI.

— 51 obemana e ceodoay. Bel obemtanu et ceodoxmy.

— D710 OBLJIO 10 TOTO, KaK s TIOHSUT — KTO OHA, — OTPE3aJl HacIeqHUK.

— Omna cOexana OT Bac B THJIBIWIO BOpoB, Iperop! Bel moxere cebe
MpEICTaBUTh, KaK OHA ObLIa HamyraHa? A BbI POJIOJDKAETE JI0KA3bIBaTh €,
4yTO OHa ObLIa Mpasa, Koraa caenana »to! S 3Har, B Bac ecTh gooOpora. U
MUJIOCEPJIUE TOXKE — MHAYE MOIO MaTh JIaBHO Obl KazHWIU. CAEPKUTE CBOE
cioBo. [Tpomy Bac. — 4 MsTrKo mO0XKUIIa JIAOHB €MY HA IIJIEYO.

N 3ameTtuiia, kKak BCe pa3roBOPbI B 3aJ1€ CMOJIKJIU.

MenjieHHO OKMHYJA B3MNISIZIOM BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOUIMX U MTOCMOTpENa
Ha [ peropa.

—Yto s cienana He Tak? — CIPOCHIIa OTHUMU TyOamu.



— Cnenurte 3a BalllUMU >KeCTaMU. Takoe MaHUOPATCTBO MOXKET ObITh
BOCIIPUHATO KaK MHTUMHAs OJM30CTh MEXIY HACIETHUKAMH, — OTUEKaHUI
I'perop, He Mg HA MEHS.

— Ho... MbI 5xe Opar u cecTpa, — MpoIenTana s, TepsAsich OT BCEOOIIETO
MIPUCTAJILHOTO BHUMAHMUSI.

I'perop nmoBepHyI1 KO MHE JULO:

— S yxe roBopust BaM. [loo0HbBIE COIO3BI HE TOJIBKO BO3MOXHBI, OHU
Jaxke o100psIoTCS.

Huuero He orBerwia. Pe3ko yOpana pyky mnomanbiie oT I'peropa u
MIPUKpPBLUIA BEEPOM BCIIBIXHYBIINE IIECKH.

[lycTh BCE IyMaroT, 4TO OHM BCHBIXHYJIM OT 3JIOCTH Ha HaciaeqHuKal
Hawm Henb3s paszpymars COOCTBEHHYIO JIETEHY O HEMPUSA3HMU.

— Ham pasroBop He okoHYeH. Tara AODKHA TMOMYYUTh CBOOOMY, —
IIPOU3HECA I HETPOMKO, HO YBEPEHHO.

— Ilocne pasroBopa cO MHOM — BO3MOXKHO... — 3aJyMYUBO IPOTIHYII
I'perop u, HE HaBast MHE BO3MOYKHOCTH BO3PA3UTh, TPOMKO IMPOBO3IIIACKI: —
Bamm npy3bs, cectpuna! Kakoil HeOKUTaHHBINM CIOPIIPU3 — YBUAETh UX HA
ATOM IpPHUEME.

VYiepKaBIIMCh OT S3BUTEIBHOTO KOMMEHTApHs, 5 HANPSHKECHHO
ciaeauia 3a TEM, KAaK TOJOBBI BCEX TOCTEM MOBOPAYMBAKOTCS K INIABHOMY
BXOJY, TJI€ )KUBOITIUCHOM KapTUHOM 3aCTHUINA U3IOMU.

Sl 3Hanma, 4TO C MX IOSABICHUEM 3aKOHYMTCS IepBas 4acTh npuema. K
HaiieMy ¢ ['peropom mbeaecTany MOMIU MOAOWTU JIUIIL CaMble OoraThie U
caMmble BauMATENbHbIE JOpAbl Cpenumupsbs... Tenepp HacTyman 4Yepen
TaHIIEB.

— JlelicTByeMm, Kak JOTOBOPUIIMCH? — CIPOCHJIA OJNHMMH Ty0amMu y
HACJIEHUKA, TOXKIAIach CyX0ro KUBKa U CITyCTHUJIACh BHU3.

Pec TyT ke mosiBUIICA 32 MOEM CIIMHOM U COMPOBOJMII MEHS K U3TOSM.

3Harh mpebObiBasia B JieTkoM HegoymeHuu. [lapa mam B Bo3pacTe yxe
HayaJid aKTUBHOE OOCY’KJIEHUE HEJJOCTOMHOTO MOBEICHNS HACIEIHUIIBI.

— O! [a 31ecb MOXHO OCJIENHYTh OT KOJHMYECTBA APATOLEHHBIX
KaMHEM, — C YCMEIIKOW I'POMKO 3aMeTuia Tara.

— Y Hee TaTyupoBKa WICHA TWIBAUU BOPOB! — 3alIENTAINCh 3a MOEU
CIIMHOU.

Sl cnepxaia ycMenky U nepeseiia B3 Ha [pora.

— Kak mo6pasicsi, Muiibiii? — cipocusia ¢ HEKHOCTBIO B TOJIOCE.

[Tapa mam crnpaBa ymanu B 0OMOpPOK.



Ja, Mbl pemuiu, yto ['por nomkeH cTaTh MOMM MapHEM Ha 3TOT BEYep
— 4YT1OOBl JOOWTH TIOCIAEAHUE HAJEKIbl HAa BMEHSEMOCTh HOBOU
HacnenHuilbl. O TOM, 4TO BC€ M3rou (KpoMme OJIM3HEIOB) YK€ JiBa JHS
HaxoJSATCS BO ABOPIIE, 3HAJIA TOJIBKO MPOBEPEHHAS CTPAXKA.

— Cectpuiia, BbI MOTJIM OBl ¥ HE MPUBOJUTH CIO/Ia CBOETO (haBOPHTA. ..
XOTs1 Obl Ha TMEPBBIA MPUEM, — BCKOJIb3b, HO TaK, YTOOBI BCE€ YCIBIIIAIH,
3ametun ['perop, a 3aTeM NpeaIoKUiI MHE PyKY ISl IEPBOrO TAHIA.

MBI, KaK HACJIEIHUKH, JOJKHBI ObLIA OTKPHITH STOT BEYED.

— He yxonute ganeko, — Opocuiia s cBoeit OaH/ie, BKJIaIbIBas JIaJIOHb B
pyky I'peropa, — u He nonomaiite ctatyu B kopujaope. OHM MHE HPaBSTCH.
A BOOOIIIE. .. pa3BIIEKAUTECH!

VYnpIOHYyIaCh UM XOJIOMHOW YIIBIOKOM M OpocHiia HE MEHEe XOJOIHBIN
B3IVIS,Jl HA HACJIEAHUKA, JIEPHYBIIETO MEHS 3a PYKY. Mbl JOKHBI BBIUTH B
LEHTp 3aja W HayaTh TaHIEBaTh. Sl JOJDKHA MOKa3aTh, YTO MHE 3TO HE
HPABUTCHI.

— He nepeurpeiBaiite. — I'perop nputaHyn MeHs K cebe W ciaenan
MEePBOE JIBUKEHUE.

Bckope s yxxe He aymana O TOM, KTO W 4TO ToayMmaer. I'perop He
MO3BOJISUI MHE JIyMaTh B TMPUHIUIIE: B NPOTUBHOM CIydae s MoIJla HE
yCIIETh 32 HUM M OMNO30PHUTHCA HAa BECh BBICIIMI cBET. OH Bed BJIACTHO,
HEMHOTO PE3KO M COBEPIIEHHO HE JlaBasi BO3MOXKHOCTH HACIAIUThCS
ta”ueMm. Kaxnoe nBrmkenune nox ero KoHTposiem. Kaxapii mar BeIBEpEH 10
MUJJTUMETPA.

OH TaHIIeBaJ TaK, CJIOBHO 3apaHee COCTABMWJI IIJIaH U TENeph JCHCTBYET
COMJIACHO €My, HEe JlaBasi BO3MOXKHOCTH HMMIIPOBU3UPOBATh — HU cebe, HU
naptHepiie. Tenepb s MOHMMAaJa, MOYEMY OH TaK MOMEIIaH Ha KOHTPOJE:
UJICAJIbHBIM PUCYHOK MOXET COUTHCA HE M3-3a HETO, a U3-3a TOrO YEJIOBEKA,
YTO CTOUT ¢ HUM psaoM. [losTomy ['perop Hamien kapIMHAIbHBIN BBIXO U3
MOJIOKEHUS: HE BIYCKaTh B 30HY JAoBepusi Huxoco. Tonpko Peca,
0€30r0OBOPOYHO CIIEAYIOIIETO €T0 MPUKA3aM.

Moero >xenaHusi TOMOYb €My He OBUIO M HHUKOTIa He Oyner
JOCTaTOYHO, TIOTOMY YTO S HE MOJJAIOCh aHaluzy. S UMMOyJIbCUBHA U
HEeMoCTOsiHHA. S JoKa3ajna 9TO CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM PEIIIEHHUEM BCTaTh Ha
€ro CTOPOHY. A 9TO 3HAUMT, YTO KOTAAa-HUOYIb, KOTJAA S YBUXKY, YTO €ro
IUTIOCKl  CAQIM TIOJI HAmoOpoOM MHUHYCOB, s TaK € CIOKOWHO MOTY
MEPEMETHYTHCS Ha CTOPOHY €0 BParos.



OTO €CTeCTBEHHO, 4TO Iperop momsITaincia 3aBAageTh MOUM
CO3HAHHUEM.

Bbynb st Ha ero MecTe... HaBepHOE, 51 Obl MOCTYIHUJIA TaK XKeE.

OH HUKOMY HE BEPUT M BCEX MOA03peBaecT. M npu BHENIHEM Xa0Ce€ OH
yMyIpseTCs JAep)KaTh TMOJ CBOUM KOHTpPOJeM aOCOIMOTHO ece. Jla, 3TO
CJIOKHO, HO TOJIBKO B 3TOM CIIy4a€ OH MOXET OCTaBarbCs €IUHCTBEHHBIM
MPETEHICHTOM Ha NPECTOJI W B HYXKHOE BpeMs IMPHUHATH Ha IUICYU
OTBETCTBEHHOCTbH 34 HAIl MUD.

[ToToMy 4TO OH MpaB: OOJIBIIIE B UMIIEPUH C ITUM HUKTO HE CIPABUTCS.

I'perop ocraHoBWIICA, 3aKpyTWJI MEHS B IIOCJIECIHEM IIOBOPOTE U
OTITYCTHI.

— bnaromapro 3a 3TOT TaHel, — HETPOMKO MPOU3HECHA S OJHUMH
rybamu.

Hacnennuk noaHsa 6poBb, HO HUYEro He OTBeTH . He 3Haro, moHsI 11
OH, 4yTO s umena B Bumy? Ho mns cebs s craenmaina MHOTO TOJE3HBIX
BBIBOJIOB. B TOM 4mciie — 4To 51 He MOTY TauTh Ha HETO OOUY.

Benp, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH TTO3BOJIMJI MHE CTaTh Haciaeauuueu. IlycTtes u
IUI. KOHKPETHOM WEJIH — HO OH MOCTYNWJICS CBOMMHU NpuHuunamu. OH
BIYCTWJI MEHS B Y3KHU KpPyr JOBEPEHHBIX JUIl. OH IMO3BOJUI MHE CTaTh
YaCThI0 €ro >XKM3HU U U3MEHUTH €r0 IMPHUBBIYKY CO BCEM CIIPABIATHCSA B

OJIMHOUYKY...
— Yto OBl HM MPOU3OILIO B JAAIbHEHINIEM, S X04Yy, YTOOBI Thl 3HAN: ThHI
MOsI CeMbsi, — CKaszaja s €/Ba CJBIIIHO, CIelaB K HeMy HeOOIbIIon

IIaXO0K. — A CEMbIO IPUHUMAIOT TaKOM, KaKasi OHA €CTb.

['perop moaro cMOTpesn Ha MEHS CBEPXY BHHU3, a 3aTEM OTCTYIUJI €lle
Ha [Iar ¥ YyTh CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

— He 3Haro, moueMy s mpomieH, HO 3TO camasi CTpaHHas peyb — €ClId
Y4E€CTh, YTO Thl XOTE€JIAa MOMHUPHUTHCS, — MPOXJIATHO 3aMETUJI OH, UYyTh
MOBBIIIIASI TOJIOC (UTOOBI BCE CIIBIIIAIHN).

N s 661 naxke oOuaenach Ha TaKyH XOJOJHYIO PEaKIIMIO, €CIM Obl HE
YBHJIEJIA, KaK MOTEIUIENIH €T0 I71a3a — pOBHO Ha cexkyHAy! [locne yero BHOBb
HaITOJTHUJIUCh BBICOKOMEPHUEM U MSATKON UPOHUEH.

— Bot kak? — rpoMKo cripocuiia y HEero, pactsHysia ryObl B yCMEIIKE U
pa3BepHynach k Pecy: — [loporoi ['HeB Umnieparopa! — A mpotsHyna pyky
TEJIOXPAHUTEIIO, 3aMeuas KpaeM IJla3a, KaK BBITATUBAIOTCS JIMIA 3HATH: —
Moii Oparerr He jkelaeT AapuTh MHE BTOpoW TaHel. JlOmKHO OBITh,
NPUCYTCTBUE MOUX Jpy3ed ero paccrtpowsio... — S Opocuna B3DISIA Ha



W3Tr0EB, BECENUBIIMXCS Ha JpPyroM KoHlle 3ana. — He coOmnaroBonute
YIIOCTOUTh MEHSI CBOUM BHUMaHUEM?

N s MHOro3HauMTENbHO NOCMOTpENIA Ha Jiead Baitoner, omeTyro
CEroJHd B caMoO€ JOpOroe M caMo€ SpPKOe IUJIaThe, KOrma-nmmbo
co3aaBaBiieecst Ha mpocTopax CpeauMupbs.

bronauHka enBa He 3akuIiesia OT BO3MYIIECHHS, HabOmtomas, kak Pec
MOAXOJUT KO MHE U BCTA€T B MO3ULIHIO.

— BTopbiM nomxkeH ObLT OBITH KTO-TO W3 JIOPJOB, — THXO MPOU3HEC
roy0O0ryIa3blid U MSTKO MOJIOXKKIT JIAJIOHb Ha MO0 TaJIUIO.

3Hato, HO TOCNe TaHla C Iperopom s Oe3yMHO 3axoTena
MOYYBCTBOBaTh C€0s OKPYKEHHOW TEIJIOTOW U 3a00TOM... Sl U cama He
OKHJ1aJIa, YTO BOT TaK OTKPBHITO MPUIVIANTY TEJIOXPAHUTENS] UMIIepaTopa —
HO CJIOB Ha3aJ HE BEpPHEUIb.

— IIpoctu. f 3anaHukoBasia, — IONbITANACh ONPABAATHCS, A 3aTEM
M3YMJIEHHO 3aMOJIKJIA.

Pec Ben GepexxHo M ocTtopokHO. Tak, cioBHO 51 Obuta (haphopoBoii.
[IpusHaThCcs, 1 HE OXHUJaja MOJ0OHOTO: MOCJE BCEX HAIIMX CCOp, JIpakK U
BBISICHEHUI OTHOLLIEHUN OH CMOT MEHS YAVBUTb.

WNnu oH ceituac ynusisii caM ce0s?

A 4TO, €cam 3TO €ro HacmosAujee OTHOUICHWE K JKCHIIUHAM?
AKKypaTHOE, TpeNeTHOEe... HO OH MPOCTO HE MOXET TMO3BOJIUTH cede
BIIIOOUTHCS, IOTOMY 4TO OH — ['HEB €ro UMIEPaTOPCKOrO BhICOUECTBA?

Ha, oH — npaBas pyka I peropa, a OTHIOZIb HE UMIIEPATOPA.

W oH BBIHYXJIEH OTKa3bIBaTh ce0€ BO BCEM, UTO MOXKET HABPEIUTh €ro
CITy>K0e.

S ¢ yxacom moiimana ceOs Ha MBICIH, YTO HE XO4Yy, 4YTOOBI TaHEI|
3aKaH4YMBAJICS. . .

— Cerognst Tebe MOCTYNMUT MHOTO MPEIOKEHUH, — HETPOMKO CKazall
Pec.

— I'perop mpenymnpexaan o6 3tom. Ho, s monararo, Kk KOHIly Beuepa
Jopasl oxymaroTcs. Mano KTO 3axo4eT Oparb B JKEHbI JIEBHUIy C TaKUM
XapakTepoM, — OTBETWIa €1Ba CJBIIIHO. — 3aTo0 AaKTHUBU3UPYIOTCS
3arOBOPIIHUKH.

— Thl HE MOMKHA UTHOPUPOBATH COOCTBEHHYIO MPUBIICKATEIHHOCTD. —
Jlpixanue Peca Ha MTHOBEHME KOCHYJIOCHh MOEH IIEKH... HO BOT JABHKCHUE
BHOBb IIPOJIOJKMIIOCh, U HAC PA3IACIWIIO IOJ0KEHHOE paccrosHue. — Ho
YTO THI OyJICIIb JIeNIaTh, €CJIM caMa BIIFOOUIIILCS?



Cepale Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCThUIO. A 3aTEM s BBIHYAUIA €TI0 MTPOIOJIKUTH
CBOIO padoTy.

— Ecnu T 0 Moeil mipobiieme, TO s MJIAHUPYIO0 3a0JI0KHUPOBATH CBOIO
CUJIy, KOI/la BCE 3aKOHYMTCS, — IMPOU3HECHA POBHBIM TOJOCOM, IV Ha
HETO.

— Yro?.. — Pec cpeman ciumkoM pe3Koe IBHKEHHE, HO BOBpPEMS
CIIOXBATUJICSI U BBIBEJI MOE JIE30PUEHTUPOBAHHOE TEJIO B JIETKUM MPOruod. —
Kaiiput, 3auem tebe 310 nenarb? Thl ke emie Aaxke HE MOHsIA CBOUX
BO3MOYKHOCTEH!

— V¥ MeHs nepes mia3amMu JBa SPKUX OPUMEpA: 4TO CO MHOU OyIer,
OCTaBb s ce0e ATy CHITy, — C 0€3paJOCTHOM YIBIOKON MOSICHUIIA S 1 HEPBHO
ycMexHynach. — Haxomsice BO JBOpIEe, s MOHSUIA OAHO: S XO4Y CEMBIO.
Hopmanehyto. U ecniu 1711 3T0ro MHE IPUAETCA OTKA3aThCsl OT CBOETO J1apa,
A CIIeJIaro 3TO.

— Thl Hay4HIIbCS KOHTPOJIUPOBATH CHOCOOHOCTH — CO BPEMEHEM, —
YBEPEHHO cKa3as Pec, HO s TuIIb TOKavyaia roJIOBOM.

— Sl He Xody XJaTh 3TOTO0 MOMEHTa rojlaMy W HaAesThCs Ha 4yao. S
X04y ObITh JTOOUMOM... — Haim miasa BCTpeTHINUCh, U 1 OBICTPO OIyCTHIIA
B3IJISII U OTBEpHYJach, CKpbIBas NOKpacHeBuine mieku. — Ceiuvac, —
3aKOHYMJIA MPEIIOKEHUE BMECTE C MYy3bIKOW. — brarogapro, rocionu ['HeB
Nwmmepatopa. 310 Ob1I0 HE3a0BIBAEMO.

Pec oromien ot MeHs, a €ro MECTO TYT XK€ 3aHsI. .. JInam?

— Bbl mpenecTHbI, Ballleé BBICOYECTBO, — C YJBIOKOW 3aMeTHi JIOp.
Kacmipoit u mpeayioxus CBO pyKy.

— BrbI He OyzieTe nMpoTUB, €Ciii MBI MPOCTO MporysseMcs no 3airy? JIBa
OpeablAyluX TaHIa MEHS YTOMWIH, — YyCTajo YIbIOHYJach S JIOPLY,
INPUHUMAs €ro JaJ0Hb U HE HaX0/s B ce0e CUJI OTBEYaTh HA KOMILJIUMEHT.

— Koneuno, — emie mwupe yiublOHynca Jlnam, U Mbl OTOPaBUWINUCH K
HanuTKaMm. — Kako roJ0BOKPYKUTEIBHBINA B3JIET, — 3AMETHJI OH, KaK TOJIBKO
MHE To/1ajii OOKaJ C UTPUCTHIM BUHOM.

— BbI 0 yeM? — yTOUHUNA 1.

— O cebe, koHeuHO, — ynuBuia MeHs Jluam. — Eile HemaBHO s UMe
4YecTh MPUIVIACUTH Bac Ha CBOM Oall. A Temephb yXe caM MpHIIallleH Ha
MpUEM K BaM — Kak K HOBOU Hajexie umnepuu! S yBepeH, B Cpenumupbe
enie He ObLIO TaKOW YMHOW U MYIPOM HACJICTHULIBI.

— Bbl MHe 5bcTHTE, — 0€3 JIOKHOTO MPUTBOPCTBA MapupoBaia si €ro
BbITIJ. — JI0 MyIpoCTH MHE ele JajeKo — WHave sl He cTajia Obl 3BaTh CrOIa



CBOMX JIpy3€H, 4TOOBI O3NUTh 3HaTh U ' peropa.

— Bbl Moxere oOMaHbIBaTh KOrO YroJHO, HO HEe MeHs. — Jlunam
CBEPKHYJI XUTPBIMU 3€JICHBIMU IJ1a3aMU. — Bl m03Bainy UX HA MPUEM JIUIIb
JUIsS. TOTO, YTOOBI TOKa3aTh, YTO ATO B Baled BiaacTH. YTo BBl 3ampoCTO
MOXXETe MPUONIHM3UTHh K cebe Tr000ro YeioBeKka — BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT €T0
nmoJIoKeHus: B obmiectBe. U moBeppTe: TE€, KOMY HYKHO, CUYUTHIBAIOT 3TOT
CMBICJI 1 MOTAIOT Ha YC.

Ha, atoro I'perop u nodbusascs.

— BBl BBICOKOTO MHEHUSI 000 MHE, — YCMEXHYJIACh s, OTIHUB U3 KyOKa.

— BBl ye npoaeMOHCTPUPOBAIM YMEHUE OTCTOATH CBOIO MO3UIUAI0 —
Korja Obutn Ha MoeM Oany. M Toraa Bbl HE MOKAa3auCh MHE W30aJI0BaHHOM,
HEJIAJICKOM W MCTUTEJIbHOM AeBYOHKOM. Bbl ObUIM cAepKaHHBI, — OH
VIBIOHYJICS KPAEeIIKOM T'y0, — XOTSI BIIOJIHE MOIJIM ITOCTaBUTh HA MECTO JISIU
Baiionet u Menee 0€300MIHBIM CITOCOOOM.

— Menee 6e300uaubIM? A pazOuiia ee Ookan, — HallOMHUJIA €My Ha
BCSIKUM CIIyYau.

— BBl He CcOXIM €€ IUIaThe, HE yNapWid B CIOUHY W HE JIMIIWIU
BO3MOKHOCTH TOIMACTh BO JBOpell — X0Tsi Mo Obl. He crout yOexnarh
MEHS B TOM, UYTO BbI — IJIOXOM Y€JI0BEK, Kanpur.

— HeoxunmanHo, — 3ameTniia s IpOXJIaaHo.

— IIpoctuTe, Bamie BbIcOUeCTBO. S 3a0bUICSA, — TYT K€ HCIPABUIICS
JInam, ra3a KOTOPOTO MTHOBEHHO MOTEPSIIN OJIECK.

— 51 He mpo TO, 4TO BBl HA3BaJIW MEHS MO UMEHHU, — OTMAaXHYJacCh 4,
Kayasi TOJIOBOM, — s MpO Ball KOMIUTMMEHT. Hukorma He cuuTana ceos
XOPOIIMM YEJIOBEKOM.

A BOT celyac Kpemko 3aayMayiach... CTPAHHOE JeJ0, HO BCS 3Ta
HCTOpUSl C akaJeMueil, a 3areM OCBOOOXJIeHueM Peca, BHeE3alHBIM
MOBBIIIICHUEM MOEr0 CTaryca, MEpPee3loM BO JBOPEIl U 3HAKOMCTBOM C
taitHamMmu Cpenumupbsa... OHa 3acTaBWiia MEHS MEPECMOTPETh CBOU
B3IVIs/IbI HA MUD.

Korma s momanma B JlapkcToyH, s ObLla JEp3KOH OJMHOYKOM,
MedTaromerd o cBoeidl cBoOome. Cedyac, Korma s cTajla HaCJICTHOM
MIPUHIIECCOM, S MEUTAl0 O CeMbE M O TOM, UYTOOBI I'perop cMor oThICKaTh
CBOIO TOJIOBMHY W HaWTU croco0 3akpeiTh npoxoa B mup llopsnka Oe3
aKTUBAIUU CBOEU KpoBH... 11 0 ToM, uT0OBI Pec ObLT cuacTiuB... A u3roum —
HaIILJTA CBOE MECTO B KW3HU. M1 0 TOM, 4TOOBI BECh HAIIl MUP MEPeCTal ObITh
MOJIATOHOM JIJISl BOEHHBIX AEUCTBUN Mex 1y Xaocom u [lopsiakom. ..



Mpak, s ctana aTymarbh O JAPYTUX JIIOAAX Jake Oojblle, yeM o ceoe.
9t0 xopowmo? Wi 310 mnoxo?..

— O 4eM BBl 3alyMaJIiCh, Ballle BEICOYECTBO? — JIMaM CKIIOHHII TOJIOBY,
3amIsiAbIBasl B MOE JIMIIO.

— A OHHM 4YTO 37€Ch JENAT? — HaAXMypWIach £, IISAA Ha MSATEPKY
JYYIINX YYEHUKOB J[apKCTOYH, BXOASIIUX B 3aJl.

— Muxasnp co cBOMMH Jpy3bsiMH? OHU HACIEIHUKHA HW3BECTHEWUIHNX
CeMei, BBl MOXETe IMPOBEPUTH IO HMEHaAM HX pOJAOB — OHHU BCE
MpUIJIANIEHBl Ha Balll MPUeM, — JieTko noscHuil Jluam. — A Muxasinb, eciu
MMOMHUTE, MOU TIEMSIHHUK. BBl TOra ene Tak yauBWINChH 3TOMY (pakTy...

OH nponomKxan roBOPUTh, & B MOEU T'OJIOBE CKJIAIbIBAJINCH MA3JIbI. . .

U kaxk st Moryia 3a0bITh, C KEM UMEIO IEI07..

— IIpocrure, JInam, MHE HY>XHO... TOOOIIATHCS C APYTUMH TOCTIAMH, —
npUAyMbIBasg Ha xoay, Opocuna jopay Kactiporo u mommia Ha BBIXOHI U3
3aina.

He morna naiiTu ma3zamu H3roes, 1a U Pec Kyma-To 3ampomnacThiics.
Ho ceityac Ba)XHO J1ayke HE JTO... CEMYac BaXKHO IOHATH: KAK MHOTO 3HAET O
CBOUX ApYy3bsx JIeoH?

Kto, kak HE OJUH M3 CUJIBHEUIIMX MaroB BO3/7yXa, C KOTOPBIM 5
KOHTaKTHUpOBajia HE €IMHOXbI, MOT CO3JaTh MPOCIYIINBAIOIIEE 3aKIATHE?
Mruka He pa3 CTaJIKHMBAJICSI CO MHOM, HO TOT Clly4ai... Koraa noprai Peca
MIEPEHEC MEHS 3a MPEAEIbl AKATEMHUH. . .

MBI HE mpOCTO MEPECEKIUCh — OH MOMPOCHII KpacHOBosocyro Keut
HAaKMHYTh Ha Mo€ IuiaThe cBOM muram! W eciaum s He MNOYyBCTBOBaja
CO3/IaHUsI 3aKJIAThS, 3HAYUT, OHO OBLIO CO3/JaHO JO BCTPEUH CO MHOU H
MMEJI0 CBOMCTBO TMEPEHOCHUTHCA C OJHOTO MpeIMeTa Ha JIPyrod — Kak B
caydyae ¢ MouM miarbem! Benp rmmam tak u ocrtancs rae-to B UepHou
OamHe... Cpok XU3HU 3aKJSIThA — ABa IHsI. OHO ObLIO cBexxuM. Ha yTpo
cinenyromero nHsS JloHW cooOmmia MHeE, 4To [perop Xxoder, 4ToOBI s
MOCEeTWJIa 3[aHhe Ccyga. B MOMEHT €ero mnoceuieHdss Ha Hac Halajiu
HEU3BECTHBIE Mary...

CoBnanenue?..

A ecly y4dTHIBaTh, YTO BCE MSATEPO BBIMTYCKHUKOB MMEIOT BBICIIUI
0ay1 o npeBHuM pyHam?.. Benp Pec Tak u ckazan: nogoOHOE 3aKISTHE MOT
CO3/1aTh CUJIbHBIMA Mar BO3/1yXa, 3HAIOIIUN JIPEBHUE PYHBI HA MOEM YPOBHE.

A cama BCTpeUa C YETBEPKOU BBIITYCKHUKOB?..



MBI CTONKHYNIHCH OyKBaJbHO HOC K HOCY, U, KOKETCS, B TOT MOMEHT
Muka cripamBai CBOMX APY3€M O TOM, KTO MOT «3TO caenarb». M ecinu Bce
MOM TIOJO3PEHUST BEepHBI, TO KeWT BOCIOIB30Bajach CBOEW Marvueu s
TOTO, 4YTOOBI COWTH OTHEHHBIM TopTan pekropa! Ilo cimoBam Mukwm, ee
BOJIOCHI KPAacCHEIOT, TOJIbKO KOIZla OHA MCIOJIB3YET CBOIO CHJIy HA IIOJHYIO
MOIb, — S 3TO TO4YHO MNOMHIO! UYTO-TO CBSI3aHHOE C HEYIAYHBIM
HKCIIEPUMEHTOM OJIOHIUHKHU AJeNb, TaitHO BIt0OIeHHOM B JIeoHa. ..

N Bce 3T0 cuuTanoch Obl HEBO3MOXKHBIM JJII IPOCTHIX aJICNITOB
JlapkcTOyH, eciu Obl HE OIHO «HO»: JIEOH TUYHO CMOT BIYCTUTh YETBEPKY
BHYTPb aKaJEMHH, B3JIOMAaB 3aIIUTY ASIM. ..

BBIXOIUT, ’TO IMEHHO OHM MBITAIUCH NONACTh HA TEPPUTOPUIO TIEPEL
Yepnoii Oamneit! I uMeHHO MX MOpTan BBIOPOCHII 3a MpEEbl akaJleMuH,
co3maB il MeHS (PAaHTOMHBIN MyTh — MO KOTOPOMY s Tpolijia OyKBajIbHO
MHUHYTOH T03%e!

Hckarh M3roeB HET BPEMEHHU, AOTaJKa CIHUIIKOM HEBEpOsSITHA, YTOObI
OBITh TIPaBAO, OTOMY s BbIOpaiach U3 3aja, 3allla 3a Yroji U MPUHSJIACh
YEPTUTH B BO3AYXE. ..

— PyHsI cBs131?

51 B3apornyna u nocMorpeia Ha JIeoHa.



I'1aBa 20. Pazo0O1auenue

HekpoMmaHT BBIIJISIAEN BEJIUKOJEMHO: €My SIBHO HJET JBOPIOBas
#Wn3Hb. OH MMOXO0X HA...

OH moxox Ha TpuHIA-0acTapja, MEUTAIOIIETO 3aHATh MECTO CBOETO
Opara.

— Jleon! — 4 onmycTtuna pyku, BCTpAXHYJIa KUCTIMHU. — Thl MeHsI cOMII.
Kak 161? MBI JaBHO HE BUAEIUCE.

— Twe xoTena ¢ keM-To cBsizarbesi? — HekpomaHT cBen OpoBU K
MEPEHOCHIIE, HE TIpeKpaIias yiabl0arbCsl.

— a, g ycrasia ot 3TOro nprema u XoTeja MoMnpoCUTh peOsST MPUKPHITh
MEHSI, — COBpaJia sI, OTYASIHHO MbITASICh MOHATH: KTO oH? pyr? Wnu Bpar?..

— OHHM OTJIMYHO CHOPABIAIOTCS, — OOEPHYBIIUCH Ha3aj, MPOU3HEC
Jleon. — Iloitnem mporynsgemcsa? — JErko MpeaIoKUIl OH.
— C ynoBonbctBUEeM! — S cnemama BUA, 4YTO €ro MPEIJIOKEHUE

MpUHECJIO MHE oOsierdeHue. — ToabKo MpeAynpexy CBOUX, YTOO HE TEPSUIH.

N, He noxuIasCch €ro peakiyu, HA4epTUIa PyHY CBSI3HM B BO3AYXE —
Hanu nomxna nonste. OHa camas CMBIIUJIEHAS. . .

CesasbiBaTbcst ¢ Pecom ceiyac upeBato: JIEOH MOXET 3amoao3pHUTh
HEJIATHOE. . .

— Kak Tebe B HOBOM cTaryce? — CIpOCHII HEKPOMaHT, KOT/Ia Mbl BMECTE
MOLJIM BIIEPEN IT0 KOPUIOPY, IMOAAJIBIIE OT LIYMHOTO 3aJa.

— CrtpanHo. MHe HE MOHATH, YEM JIIOJICH TaK MPEJbIIAET KU3Hb BO
IBOpLIE? — 3aKMHYIA 5 IEPBYIO YIOUKY.

— A MHE CTpaHHO, KaK OH JO CHUX IOp HE NOMYUHWI TeOs,
ycMmexHyIcs JIeoH.

— Kr0? — HaumHas OJeIHETh OT YXKACHOM JOTaJKH, CIpPOCHIIA
HETPOMKO.

— I'perop. D10 ke OBUTO OUEBUAHO C CAMOTO Havalsia: Thl MOHPABUJIACH
€MY, — BHOBb YCMEXHYJICS HEKPOMAHT, BCTPSAXUBAsL CBOCH YEIIKOM.

— MBI... HE COILLIUCh XapaKTepaMu, — KPUBO YJIBIOHYIACh 51, HAJIEsICh,
YTO JIMIIO HE BbIJAEeT MeHs. — HOo 4TO 3a cTpaHHOE CJIOBO «IOAYMHUI»? Y
MEHS K€ €CTh CBOS TOJIOBA Ha Tieyax!

— Thl HE MOHMMAENHIb, — YyTh pE34Ye€, YEM HYXKHO, MPEPBAT MEHSA
JleoH, — eMy He Ba)XKHBI 4yBCTBa APYIUX Jrofed. EMy BaXHO JuIIb €ro



coOCTBEHHOE «X0uy». Ero mpexHsisi HeBecTa cOpocwiach ¢ OalllHU HU3-3a
TOTO, UTO OH C HEU chelall.

— A 4TO OH ¢ Hell caenan? — cupocuia 6e3 YMOIHIA.

S 3nama npaeny ot Peca u I'peropa. OHu ccopunuch, HE 10TaIbIBASICh,
YTO S KX CIIBILY. ..

— Ha ero mmaamiero Opara roa Ha3aJ Harajld 3arOBOPIIUKH, — Hadaj
nosicHATH JIeOH, — TaKk y HEro COBCEM KpBIIYy cOpBajo. Majo Toro 4To oH,
Kaxkercd, nooun lonndepra — XoTd TOT ObUT KMB, KOTAA €ro B MOCJIEIHUM
pa3 BHUJENA CTpaka... IO KpPanWHEW Mepe CBUICTENM TOBOPST, YTO OH
LIEBEJIUIICSA B CBOEU KPOBATKe. ..

— B cMmbIcie «100mn»? — «He MOHSIa .

— T'onnGepra Gombilie HE BUAETU. A €r0 UMsI BBIYEPKHYTO U3 POIOBOM
KHUTH. — HekpoMaHT cMOTpen Ha MEHsS C TakuM HeNepeaaBaeMbiM
BBIPAXKEHUEM Ha JIMIIE, UTO 1 HEPBHO CINIOTHYJA. — Tak BOT, [ perop Ha 3Tom
He ocraHoBwics. OH JOBEI CBOIO HEBECTY [0 HCTEPUKU M BBIHYIUII
copocutbes ¢ OamHu. OH pa3pyliaer Bce, K YeMy MpukacaeTcs!

— OTKyna Thl 3HaENIb, YTO OH BBIHYIUJ CBOIO HEBECTY CIPBITHYTH C
OalHU? — OYEHb AKKYPATHO CIPOCHIIA S

Ot 3TOrO OTBETA OYIET 3aBUCETH BCE. B OyKBAJIBHOM CMBICIIE.

— OnuBus — cectpa Muku, — HEKpOMaHT OyKBaJbHO MPHUOWMI MEHS K
3eMJI€ TAKUM MIPU3HAHUEM, — HBIHE — MEpTBasi CECTpa.

— Tak 3T0 OH... — BBIJOXHYJIA 5, OCTAHABIIMBASICh.
Muxasnbs! CBeTJIOBOJIOCHIN TIpejicenaTelb COBETa aJenTOB aKaJeMUU
JlapkcToyH!

— To, uto I'perop peanbHO HE B cede, MOATBEPKAAET U TOT (PaKT, YTO
OH ocynun marucrpa PoBena! — He 3aMmeuas MOe€H peaklMH, MPONOILKAI
yoexnarb meHst Jleon. — W 3actaBui Te0s JaBaTh MOKa3aHUsSI IPOTUB HETO.
Ter xe xomwna K Hemy Ha Jjekuuu! Maructp — JNMOOMMYHMK BCEX
BBITYCKHUKOB. Ero 00OXKarOT MpakTUYECKH BCE aaenThl akagemMuu. Ho
I'perop He TEpIUT, KOTAA KTO-TO CTAHOBUTCS SIPYE €TI0 CAMOTO. ..

— Jleon, maructp PoBen B cBoe Bpems 3amnep Peca B UepHoii 6amne! 1
OH TOBOPWJI BCEM aJeNTaM, YTO HMIEpPATOp M BCS €ro cemMehka —
cymacuieamue Maru! — He BeIIEpKaJIa 5.

— A pa3Be 3TO He Tak? — MOBBICHII rojioc JIeoH.

B xopunope nosucia TUIIMHA.

A 4 Havasia BCIOMHHATh... HEKpOMaHT HHUKOrIa HE MOKa3bIBall
MOCTOPOHHUM CBOIO HENIO0OBH K HACIETHUKY U TPOIOPOJHOMY Opary.



bosee TOro: mpu pekTope OH JAena’d BHJA, 4TO OHM — Jpy3bsi. A B
npucyTcTBUM ['peropa Bcerga Bel cedst Kak ero eIMHOMBIIIIEHHUK, €CITA HE
cienoit nocnenosarenb! Ho korna ['peropa He Obu1O psijoM... S OMHIO Ty
CTpaHHyIO (ppasy, pa3apakeHHO OpOIIEHHYIO MHE B MOEM € OCOOHSKE:
«Ho Tb1 He «Hempukacaemas» mis Hero. Jns I['peropa». Hacmemnuk
npenynpeaus Jleona, 4ToObl TOT AeprKajcs OT MEHs MOAabllie, — U 3TO
B30ecmiio HekpomaHTa! OH Jaxe He lymMas 3TOTO CKPbIBATh.

A MHuenue Jleona o Pece?.. OH k€ HEHaBHUIUT CBOETO JBOIOPOIHOTO
Opara — O 4YeM METOJWYHO HAlOMHUHAJI MHE BCSKUW pa3, KOIJa MbI
BCTPEYAJINCH.

Heyxenmn Muka HACTOJIBKO ITPOMBLUI €MY MO3TH?

— Jleon, omymaiicsa. Tbl TOBOpPUIIb O HACICOHUKE W HUMIIEPATOPE
CpenuMmupbsi, — MPOU3HECIIA SI HETPOMKO, HAJIEACh BPA3yMUTh €TO0.

HekpomaHT cxBaTuil MEHS 3a PyKy U BIIUXHYJ B OJNMKAUIITYIO ABEPD.

— OHM — IPaBUTEIN UMIIEPUU JTUIIH IOTOMY, YTO HUKTO HE OPOCHUIT UM
BBI30B! — 3asBWJI OH, U Y MEHS 3aILEMUIIO CEPILIE.

Yro xe oH nmenaer? 3aueM oH 370 Aenaetr?! OH ke He TakoM Aypak, B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB!!!

A moTtoM s BcnoMHWIa ciaoBa maructpa I'psmuc — o0 ydeHukax
JlapkcTOyH M, B 4aCTHOCTH, O JIeoHe m ero cembe. Kaxercs, oHa ckazaina,
YTO OH MJHUOT, HO y HEro He ObUIO IIaHCa HE CTarb MJIAUOTOM — C €ro
CEMEUKOM. ..

Boixoaut, 6par pexropa u oren JIeoHa — yenoBek OOJIbIINX aMOUIINA,
HO HE CaMOro JTAJICKOTO yMa. YK HE OH JIM NPWIOKWI PYKY K MOKYILICHUIO
Ha Masblia [ongoepra?!

Ecnu nmomymate, JIeoH M ero cembsi — 3TO ONMXKallIee OKpPYKEHHUE
I'peropa. Ho s Hu pa3y He BcTpewanach ¢ Oparom rocnoguHa Arapeca,
CJIOBHO OH... HE CaMbIH JKEJIaHHBIN TOCTh BO JIBOPIIE.

4 BooOIIIE HE BUENA BO JABOPIIE HUKOTO U3 JATbHUX POJACTBEHHUKOB
I'peropa!

— A moueMy 5l HU pa3y HE BHUJeJIa TBOETo OTIa? — crpocuia B JI00.

— Ilotomy urto I'perop roa Hazaa BhICIAT BCEX POJCTBEHHUKOB W3
JBOpIIa — OOpaTHO B UX POAOBBIE UMeHUS. J|OPKHO ObITh, HE XOTEJN, YTOObI
POJIHSI TIpOUHIIiaJia eMy MO3rH 3a noctynok ¢ Onusueit. U ¢ T'onnbeprom, —
€1Ba HE CIICBBIBasA, OTBETUII JICOH.

— JIeoH, Kak K€ Thl HE MPAB... — Y>KE HE UMESI CUJI JIEPKaTh SMOLUH B
cebe, IpoTSIHYyIa 51 00OPEUYSHHO.



OHn caMm Bbikonian cede smy! OH U €ro 4epTOBbI YEJIOUHbIE aMOUIIUH !

— W nouemy 37O s HE npaB? — NPUILYPUBIIUCH, CIIPOCHUII HEKPOMAHT.

[ToTomy 4TO THI HaXke HE 3Haewb 0 KpoBH Xaoca! bomee Toro — TeI He
3Haewmb 0 mupe llopsaka! M Tel NOHATUS HE UMEEIIb, YEPE3 YTO MPOXOIAT
HACJICTHUKY TIPABAIIETO POJa, YTOOBI yAEPKaTh 3TOT MUP OT pa3pyIIeHHUs!

— IloroMy 4YTO TBI OCHEIJIEH JKAXKAOW BJIACTH, — OTBETUJIA EMY
PsIMO, — M 1K€ HE XOUEIIb OTKPBITH I1a3a U MIOCMOTPETh BOKPYT !

— Ilouemy, ouenp naxke xouy! Xody OTKpBITH INla3a U YBHJAETh TeOs
psioM ¢ co0oil Ha TpoHE B IaBHOM 3aie aBopua. Kak tede Takoil miuan? —
YCMEXHYJICS] YEJIOUHUK.

— DTOro HHUKOI/A HE Oy/AET, — MoKayasa sl TOJI0BOM, CIIOKOMHO IS/ Ha
HETO.

— J1a? Kro ckazan? Tsl HE B KypCe TOTO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B aKaJEMUH.
VY MeHs orpoMHasi BJIaCTh CPEAM AJENTOB M MPENOAABATENEH, & BCE OHU —
cunpHelmme marn Cpeaumupbs. He roBopst 0 TOM, YTO MOM Jy4IlIHE
JPy3bsl — CaMbl€ CHJIbHBIE BBIITYCKHUKU 32 BCIO MCTOPHIO CYIIIECTBOBAHUS
Hapkcroyn! Mue He HyxeH Oymer ['meB Mmmepartopa, st TOro 4ToObI
Jepxarb BCeX B y37e. Y MeHs OyayT MOM €AMHOMBIIUICHHUKH — a He
BBIIIKOJICHHBIN yOuiina 0e3 MO3ros.

— Tol Benp BoOOIIE He 3Haelb Peca! Thl MIOMHHUIIL TOJBKO KaKHE-TO
CBOM JeTCKhE O0Ouabpl! — TOBBICHIA 5 TOJOC, HE BBIHECH OTOU
OecripocBeTHOM miIynocTH. — CKoOJbKO TeOe OBLI0, KOIjla ero 3amepiivi B
oamHe? ecats? OmunHamanarte? OTKyna 3Ta HeHaBUCTh? UTO Takoro oH
TeOe c/iea, 4To Thl CUMTACIIh €r0 IJIABHBIM 3JI0M UMITepUn?!

— A TBHI Yero tak ero 3amumiaems? Yro, BmooOwnack, Kaliput? —
MPUITYPUBIIUCH, CO 3JIOCThIO CIIPOCHJI HEKPOMAHT. — Tak OH HHMKOT/A HE
OTBETUT B3aUMHOCTHIO. JlJisi Hero Jr00OBBH MOJ 3almpeToM, Kak U BCE
yyBCcTBa. Kak u jmonr nmepen cembeil. OH ¢ HACIEIHUKOM ABAAATH YETHIPE
yaca B CyTKH, HO HU pa3y HE IoayMall O TOM, KaK HaC MPUTECHSIOT!

— Kto Bac npurecnsier? I'perop? Uto 3a uyuib Tel Hecemb? — S BO Bce
I71a3a CMOTPEJIA Ha 3TOTO MIYIILA.

— MBI JODKHBI KUTh BO JIBOpiie. Mbl — ONIMbKaiIMe poJICTBEHHUKHU
umriepatopa! A oH Jaxe He pasroBapuBaeT ¢ Hamu! OH BOoOOIlEe HU C KEM
HE Pa3roBapuBacT — TOJIHKO CHUJUT U CBEPKAET HAa BCEX IVIa3aMU CO CBOETO
TpoHa! Kak monaraemis, 4To gymarotr ocraibHbie? OHU yBEPEHBI, YTO MBI B
onane!!! OHM MOCTOSHHO HACMEXAIOTCS HAJl HAMHU 3a HAIllMMU CIIMHAMU!



— W 3T0 — mpuuuHA s TOro, 4TOOBI YCTpOUThH mepeBopoT?! — S
ITOBBICHJIA TOJIOC O KPUKA.

Kak xoporio, 4ro Temneph s 3Har0 Ipapay ¢ obeux ctopon! Jla, Ta
Kaitput, yTo npuuia B akaJeMUI0, HABEpHsIKa MOAAepKaia Obl U MarucTpa
Posena, u Jleona. M, BO3MOXXHO, Aaxe comiacuiaach Obl y4acTBOBaTh B
MIEPEBOPOTE — BIICYATIIMBIIMCH CIIOBAMU O TICUXHYECKOM pacCTPOMCTBE
MPABALIEHA CEMbH.

Ho Temnepsb, korjia MHE OTKPBITHI BCE CEKPEThl CPeUMUPBS. ..

Tenepsr s cMoTpena Ha JleoHa Kak Ha MIYNOro pedeHKa, y KOTOPOTro
3a0panu wrpymky. Ha miymoro pebGeHka, cnoCOOHOrO NPUYUHUTH BpPEN
MOUM OJTU3KUM.

— Te1 ciumkom orpannyenHa, Kaviput. JKu3Hb Bajieke OT CTOJIUIIBI HE
noluia Tede Ha MoJIb3y — U ThI HE 3Haelllb, Kak 37ech Bce padoraeT. Ho s 310
UCIIpaBilo, — OTBeTWN JIeoH, MIAnsd HAa MEHS YK€ KAaK Ha CBOIO
COOCTBEHHOCTb.

— A Kak Thl HCHpPaBUIIb MOI MAJICHBKYIO TpoOiaeMKky? Tbl He
CMOXEIIIb MEHSI KOCHYThCS, MO OyAyIIHMi CYNpyT, — C U3/I€BKOM 3aMeTusIa
a1.

— Cpazy nocie Toro, Kak Hac OObSIBAT Cynpyramu, s 3actasito [mitoma
3amedarath TBOIO cmry. OHa TeOe OymeT He Hy)KHa PSAJOM CO MHOM, —
ycMexHyiics JleoH, moaxonst BIioTHyt0. Hy Hazmo e, XOTh B 4€M-TO MbI
coutuck! — A ceiuac tebe MpUAETCA MOCHAECTh B OJHOM JAJIEKOM OT
aBopia mecte. Hegonro. 210 Oyaer camblii ObICTPBIN U O€CKPOBHBIN 3aXBat
BiacTu B uctopun CperuMupbsi. Mbl cTaHeM JIeTeH 0.

Ara. JlereHa0# 0 HEMPOXOAUMOU TYIIOCTH.

— Tel HEe cMoOXellb 3aCTaBUTh MEHS CHUJETh W JKJaTh, IOKA ThI
COBEpIIACIb CaMyl0 OOJIBIIYIO OIIMOKY B CBOEH >KM3HM, — MPOU3HECHA o
CIIOKOITHO, IIISIASl EMY B IV1a3a.

— Mory, eciM 4YeCTHO, — BHOBb YCMEXHYJICS HEKpoMmaHT. — Kak
BBIICHWIIOCh, Maructp PoBeH ycrnen mnoxenutscss ¢ Muxalsnem TeMu
3HaHUSAMH, YTO MOMONIIM €My On0JeTh Peca B cBoe Bpems. Tak 4To CKOpO
I'neB Umnepatopa OyneT ycMupeH. BHOBb. A MBI IIpUJIEM K CTEHAM JBOPIIA
C apMHEN MaroB U3 akaJeMUU U 3aCTaBUM I 'peropa orkazarbCcs OT TPOHA.

— ¥V Te0st HET TaKoro BIUSIHUS Ha afenToB J[apkcToyH! — HeIOBEpYMBO
MPOTSIHYA 5.

— Tet yBepena? J[laBHo Tam Obwia? — JIEOH CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY,
pasmsiAbIBas MOE JIMIIO, LICH0, KIFOYHIIBL. — Thl OyJelb JKelaTh MEHs, Kak



BCE ocTajbHble Marudku. Ho s He Oyay ToponuThes ¢ TOOOM... obemaro. —
OH OpuUTSAHYN MEHS 3a TaJWIO U MOLIEJIOBAJ B BOJIOCHI.

— IlomoTpu citoHU, BBINYCKHHUK, — (bIpkHYyna Hanu, nosBissIce B
JBEPSX; BCJIEH 3a HE B KOMHATY 3allUIM OCTaJIbHbIE U3TOU. — A TO CMOTPETH
MPOTUBHO: BpojJe OONBIION MalbuMK, a BeIellb ce0sd Kak MOJOKOCOC
O€CTOJIKOBBIN, — 100MIA MeJIKasi, CKIIabIBasi pyKH Ha TPY/IH.

— He Oyny cnpammBarb, kak Bbl Hamuium Hac. llomarato, Ha moel
HEBECTE BUCUT KAaKOE-TO OTCIICKHUBAIOIIEE 3aKJISAThE. — JICOH mpoBen pyKoi
BJIOJIb MOETO MO3BOHOYHMKA, U A OLIYTWJIA, KAK UCTICBAECT MO «OXPAHKA,
MOBEIIECHHAs! HA Hapsl caMuM [ peropom.

Jla, HEKpOMaHT CHJIEH.

Ho ciaumkom iy, yTo6 ero!

— A Temepb MPOIIY MPOCTUTH HAC: HEOTJIOXKHBIE JeNia, — YABIOHYICS
JIeoH u OTKpBLI HOpTAI. ..

KoTtopeiii MTHOBEHHO 3aKpBLICS.

— VYric! — Hanu BeTpsixHyna pykoil ¢ nepctHsiMu. — He ycnen npouTu.
briaet. Enie pa3 nonpodyem?

N onHa, mpoiiagd B KOMHAry, BcTaja HanpoTtus Hac ¢ Jleonom. Tara,
[Ty3auo u ['por BcTanu pamnom c HEW.

— Kakue y Te0si MHTEpEeCHbIE UTPYIIKH, — XMBIKHYJI HEKPOMAaHT. — A
Kak HacyeT »Toro? — M oH OBICTpO HavyepTHI B BO3AYXE PYHY, KOTOpasd,
CBEPKHYB, HauaJla YEpHETh, IPONUTHIBAS BO3AYX KAKUM-TO THUJIBIM
3anaxom.

— O! 3ampemeHHble pyHbI? — € HENOHATHBIM  33J0POM
nonHTepeconanack Hauu, rmsaas Ha Jleona.

Hckpenne HenoyMeBaroniero Jleona, eciu ObITh TOUHOM.

— Yrto? He oxuman, 4rto HA MEHA HE MOJIEUCTBYET? — yCMEXHYNAacCh
MEJIKas.

— OTO Ha BCeX JEWCTByeT! — YAWBIEHHO DISIAS HA CBOKO JIAJOHb,
IIPOM3HEC HEKPOMAHT.

— Bumnmes 5nm, HEe Ha Bcex. Bo mHe Her kpoBu Xaoca. [axe
MaJIEHbKOM J10JIU. BBIKITIM B CBOE BpeMsl, — CyXo nosicauna Hanu. — Tak BoT
KaKO€ OpPY’KH€ Thl INTAHUPOBAJ UCII0JIb30BaTh MMPOTUB CBOETO Opara?..

— OHna mensa gocrana! — Muka nosSBWICS B ABEPSIX HEOKHUIAHHO — U
cpa3sy K€ OTKMHYJI MEJIKYIO CHJION BETPA. ..

[TonpaBouka: OTKUHYM Obl, ecii Okl HEe Tara, BOBpeMsI OCTaHOBHBIIIAS
ITOJIET MAJIEHBKOW 3aHO3BI.



— MoxeT, mpoBepuM, KakK XOpOIIO JeTaellb Thl? — 0€3 AMOIUM
CIIpOCHJIa BOPOBKA, XOJIOMHO IIsA/isi HAa Muxanis.

— CuiieHOK XBaTUT? — yJIBIOHYJICS TOT.

— Cettuac mocMoTpuM, — rmoodemiana Tara.

— OOomnemcsa 6e3 myma, — ynbiOHynack KelT, mosBisisch Beien 3a
MuKkol 1 BbIyCKasi U3 JIAJJOHU OTHEHHYIO CTPYIO.

Berep, copBaBmuiics ¢ JaJ0OHER BOPOBKH, MTHOBEHHO Pa3BEsl OTOHb
10 KOMHaTe, BhIHYk1asi KelT 3aracuth COOCTBEHHOE 3aKJISThHE.

— Kak ckaxelib, — CIOKOWHO noxaya miedoM Tara. — Ily3auo? — OnHa
00epHYJIaCh K MOEMY YUCHHUKY.

[Ty3ado co3mail moja MOTOJIKOM OTPOMHBIM OTHEHHBIM IIAp, 3aCTaBUB
Becenyro KelT mooe1HeTh.

— Hy 4ro 3a 6anoBctBO! — Aniens OykBajdbHO BIIOPXHYJIAa B KOMHATy U
cpazy ’K€ TONIOTWJAa €ro Maruip BOJHOM JIOBYIIKOW erle OOJbIINX
pa3MepoB.

— D70 ThI 3psl. — [por MTHOBEHHO 3aBJaJie] €€ CTUXUEl, 0OpaTUB BOIY
B THICSIUM KaIreJb.

[lTone3Hoe ymeHue Jyisi BBIIMOATIBI B TPAKTHUPE — YMETh aTaKOBaTh
BozoM. Mnn 1110001 1pyrou *KUJKOCTHIO. ..

— JoBonpHO! — OrpomHbId [€THMHA, TMSATBIA W3 KOMIIAHUU
BBIITYCKHUKOB, BOIIEI B KOMHATy W Cpa3y 3acTaBWJI MOJ MOWTH BOJIHOM,
OTYErO BCE, HE YJIEPKABIINCH HA HOTaX, YIAJIH.

— Tet Mensa BbiOecun! — npommunena Hanu, BckakuBasi M BbIpaluBas
nepes; coO0M 3aIUTHUKOB.

— Tonbko mnomnpoOyil Hamactb — W Tebe OyaeT o4deHb OonbHO! —
MONpAaBJIsisl OYKM Ha TepeHocuile, npeaynpenanws Muka. W mapaxuysncs B
CTOPOHY OT MPOJIETEBIIETO B MIJIJTUMETPE OT HETO JIC3BHSI.

— He yrpoxai ei1, — cnokoiiHo nmapupoBana Tara.

— BB 4ur0, He moHumaetre?! — moBbICHI rosoc JIeoH, HETOBEPUYUBO
ynbi0asick. — Kak Ob1 BBl HU COMPOTUBISIIUCH — 32 HaMu JlapkcToyH!!!

— B norenumane 3akpbiTasg M MycTyiollas akaiemusi, — (bIpKHYJa
Tara, ¢ KakOl-TO OOPEUEHHOCTHIO TSI/ B OKHO.

Ona gymaet o Tom, yto I'perop ee He ornyctut? Hamo Oyzner emie pas
MOTOBOPUTH C OpaToM. ..

— MsbI cranem ee reposimu! — TeM BpeMeHeM Hecno Jleona. — Mbl
MOJIOKUM Havyajio HoBoW snoxe! Korma nmmriieparopa u €ro HaclIeIHUKOB HE



Oynyt OosiTbes, a 'HeBom MMmeparopa He OyayT myrarb AETE€l 3HATHBIX
cemen!

— O, Tak 310 BBl HBIHYE — repou Jlapkctoyn?! — yemexHynace Hanu. —
A MBI-TO TI0 HAMBHOCTH JIyMaJIM, YTO TE€POM — 3TO T€, KTO IMOMOTAET
O60poThCs co 310M! A HE Te, KTO CTPEMUTCS CMECTHUThH MPABAILYIO0 CEMBIO U
y3ypHupoBaTh BIacCTh.

— XBatut OoaTaTh — 3TO TMycToe, — mpenyrnpeaun Jleona Mwuxadib,
MOIVIAIbIBAs HA ABEPb.

— Her, nogoxxmu! — HekpomaHT ycraBwics Ha HaHu HacMeNUTUBBIM
B3IA10M. — bl e cextanTka? BepHo? Thl — wieH cekThl «Hucras 3emis»!
PoBeH HeMHOro pacckaspiBajd 00 ATOM Ha JIEKIUAX... Kak Tbl MOXeIb
3alyINaTh HMMIIEpaTOpa W HACJHCIHWKA, €CIM OHM — Ballld IJIABHBIE
TOHUTEIN?

Tax oH erie 1 00 3TOM paccka3bIiBaJl Ha JICKITHIX?!

— IlewanbHO cO3HaBaTh, HO Iperop co CBOMMH 3arOHaMHU — MEHBIIIEE
3JI0 10 CPABHEHUIO C BaMU, — ITpu3Haiack Hanwu.

— Jleon, oTKkpbIBail mopTan! — HaNPsKEHHO Npon3Hec Muka.

— He mory — oHa ero 6mokupyeT. — HekpoMaHT KUBHYJI HA MEJIKYIO.

— Torma yBomam otciona Kaiiput nro0bIM JpyrMM MYTEM, Mbl X
3a7epKuM!

—Yro, npaBna? A noay4dutcsi? — XMbIKHYI [por.

— OHM TIHYT BpeMms, TeOe 4YTO, HEMOHSATHO?! — BIEPBBIE TOBBICHII
rojioc Muxasins, st Ha JIeoHa ¢ OTKPOBEHHOW 10CAI0M.

Bce-taku oH... OH — r1aBHbBIN 3a4uHIUK. A JIeoH HeOOCh TyMaeT, 4To
B OJIMHOYKY OyJE€T MPaBUTh MOKOPEHHOU €ro o0astHueM uMIepuei!

becTonKOBBINM MaTBUMIIIKA.

— He nenait 3Toro, 1 Mbl CMOXKE€M JIOTOBOPUTHCS O TOM, YTOOBI TeOs
MOIIAAUIINA, — HETPOMKO CKa3alia s, IOBEPHYB K HEKPOMAHTY T'OJIOBY.

Ho on nmpmxan MeHs K ce0e ellle mIoTHee U YCMEXHYIICS:

— [Tomagunu? O yem TBI? Bece mpoitaeT miaako. S yHUUTOXHUI TBOIO
oxpanky. Keiit! Pazbepuch ¢ memnkoit 3apa3oi! Eciii He00X01uMo — OTOpBHU
el pyKy, HO CHUMU C HE€ TIepCTHU!

— Tet OonpHOI?! — S mombiTanach BBIPBATHCA M3 €r0 XBaTKHU, HO
HEKPOMAHT OKa3aJiCi CUJICH.

— Ilpomie pazoOparbcsi ¢ HEM M OTKPBITH MOPTAJI, YeM IPOOHUpPaATHCS C
AHEProMaroM 4epe3 BeCh JBOpEIl, — J100aBUJI YEJTOUHUK, KOTOPOTO S y¥KE C
MHUHYTY CTapajlach YIapHUTh 3apsJIoM, HO Oe3pe3yIbTaTHO.



OTKpBITh NMPOXOJI B HWKHUM MHUP IOYEMY-TO TOXKE HE IOIY4YaJOCh —
JOJKHO OBITh, HIOTOMY YTO £ Kajieia 3TOro UANOTA.

— Ily3auo! — 3akpuuana BO Bce ropio, yBuaeB, kak Kelt HampasisieT
OTHEHHYIO IUIETh B CTOpOoHY Hanm.

IIuT U3 OrHsl MOSBWICS HA €ro IMyTH TaK HEOXUJAHHO, YTO NAXKE S
B3/IPOTHYJIA — @ BCEX CTOSIIUX BOJIU3U OTKUHYIIO KapKOW BOJHOM.

Jlanpmie B KOMHATe Hayajcs HACTOSIIMU Xaoc! 3akisaThs JETEIU CO
BCEX CTOPOH, BOISHBIE CTPYHM XJIECTAIM HAOTMAIllb, BETEP MEPEBOPAYNBAI
Me0elb, MOPThEpa ropesia OT BpE3aBIIErocsl B HEE€ OTHEHHOTO 1Iapa. ..

— Muka 3amynpun tede Mo3ru, Jleon! Tel 10X0 3HaEMIb CBOKO CEMBIO!
['perop BBIHYXJEH BECTH 3aTBOPHUYECKUU 00pa3 >KU3HHU, MPOCTO MOBEPH
MHe! — Kpr4alia s HEKPOMAaHTY.

OH pa3 3a pa3oM HayuMHAJI OTKpbIBaTh mnopraji, Ho Hanu ycrneBana
3aXJIOMHYTH €r0 3aKJIATHEM U3 IEPCTHS.

— OH o0nasaeT OrpOMHOM CUIJION U HE XOUET HU C KEM €10 IeNUThes! —
OpaJI B OTBET YEJIOYHUK. — M 3TO MPUTOM, YTO Marusi BBIPOK1aeTCs!

— Maruro yHuuTokaroT Jopasl CpeauMHpbs, NBITASCh CKPECTUTH
pa3Hbele BUABI B cBoeM mnoromcTBe! Thl ke He aypak! 3Haemb, 4yTo Mar
YEeThIpEX CTUXUU OT MOJOOHBIX OPaKOB HE MOSIBUTCA! 3aTO MOABUTCS Mar C
HapylIeHHbIM 0aJaHCOM Maruu! — BpazymJisijia si.

— Moxert, u tak. Ho mb1 — cunbHbl! HaBepHOe, MBI caMble CUJIBHBIE
Maru 3a MocieAHue JIET IAThAecAT! M Mbl Bce HaxoauMCs 311€Cb, B OJJHOM
nomenieHnn! Ilouemy Thl He XO4ellb MOCMOTPETh HA MHUP, KOTOPBIA MBbI
cMmoxkem co3aarh?! Bmecre!!! — o JleoH, pazBopaunBas MeHsI K cebe
JIMLIOM.

— Iloromy 9TO TBI HE CMOXEIIb HUYETO CO3/1aTh, HEKpoMaHT! Toibko
pa3pymints! Benp Tebe nake HEBIOMEK, YTO HAll MUP PYXHET, KaK TOJBKO
MMIIEPaTOp MEPECTAHET CUAECTh HA TpOoHe!!! — psiBKHYyNA 5 B OTBET.

— Yero?.. — yIuBIEHHO MEPECIIPOCUI OH, a B CICAYIOUIMNA MOMEHT BCSA
Marus 3aMepJa.

S Beprena TONOBOM, NBITAsACh IMOHATH, YTO MPOM3OLUIO, W BAPYT
3aMeTHIIa, KaK CTEHbl KOMHAThl HAYMHAIOT UCY€3aTh, OCTABIISISI BMECTO Ce0sl
YepHY1o Oe3/IHY.

— Pec! — obneryenHo npoientana U OTTONKHYJA OT ce0s 3aCTHIBILIETO
JleoHa.

Tor ¢ HemOyMEHMEM YCTAaBWICS Ha CBOM PyKH, KOTOPBIE TaK JIETKO
MEHS OTITYCTHJIH, @ 3aT€M MOAHSUI B3I HA CBOETO JIBOIOPOJHOTO Opara.



— Thri!.. — npoueann Muxasinb, ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO IS HA TOIYOOIIa30ro
TEJIOXPAHUTENST BIAABIKM, NOSBUBIIETOCS NOCpenn KoMHarbl. M Hauvan
YEPTUTH B BO3AYXE 3AIPETHYIO PYHY. ..

— Pec! —3aopana 1.

— 4, — cnokoriHO otBeTua ['HEB MMmeparopa, misias Ha npeacenarens
COBETA aJENTOB, Ybsl PyHA HCYE3Jla B BO3yXE, HE yCIEB NMPOSBUTHCSI. — A
3TO MOW KOKOH, — BCE€ TaK € CIHOKOWHO IMOSICHWI OH. — S mpoBeEN B HEM
AecATh JeT, ManpuuK. Kak gymaenib, cMOT Obl Thl 3aCTaTh MEHSI BPAcCILIOX,
MOJIB3YSICh CTAPBIM IIPUEMOM?

A s 00JIETUEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA.

— AxajeMuro NMpUAETCS BbIUMILATE. TaM coOpajIuch BCE MSATEHKHUKH.
[{emoe rokosIeHne MATEKHUKOB, — IIPOU3HECIIA HETPOMKO, IOAX0As K Pecy.

[IaTepka Jy4ymux y4YE€HHKOB J[apKCTOyH cTOsila HA MECTE, HE HUMes
BO3MOYKHOCTH IOLIEBEIUTHCS.

— He BbIuMIaTe, a 3aKkpeiBaTh. MaroB U Tak HEMHOTO OCTajoch. Kak-
HUOYIIb OTy4YaTcs B IPYTUX aKkaJeMHUAX — MMOAAJIbIIE OT CTOJHUIIbI, — OTBETHII
TEJOXPAHUTENb BIAJBIKM U MEPEBEN B3MNISAI Ha M3roeB: — Bbl CBOOOIHEI.
Hacneanuk nepxur cBoe cioBo. Kpome te0s, Tara.

— Ho 4... — Hadyana BOpoOBKa.

— Opun pazroBop c¢ Iperopom. M g maro cnoBo — OH He Oyner
MCIIOJIB30BaTh CBOIO CUILY, — CKa3al Pec, miaas MHe B IV1asa.

S MenneHHO KWBHYINA, MPUHUMAs 3TO yClIOBHE. 3aTeM 0OpaTuiach K
Tare:

— Bce Oyzaert xopoio. Beiciyiiaid, 4To OH CKaxerT.

BopoBka mnomkana ry0Obl, HO BCe-Taku KuBHyla B OoTBeT. M cpazy
pacTtBOpHMiIach B IpoctpancTse. Benen 3a Hent ncuesnu ['por ¢ Ilysado.

— Tebs ero BBICOYECTBO TOXKE NPOCHUT 3aIEPKAaThCA BO JBOPIIE.
Henanomnro, — mpousnec Pec, msins Ha Hanwm.

— He ynuBnena. Ho, HaferCh, OH U BOPSIMb JIEPKUT CBOE CIOBO — Pa3
yk Kaillput eMy BEpHT... MOCi€ BCEro, — BBEPHYJA IWIMUIbKY MEJIKas H,
CKPHUBUB POXKHILY, POIIAJIa BCJIE 32 OCTAIbHBIMU U3TOSIMU.

Ota 3apa3a BepHa cede 10 MOCIIEAHETO.

— A BBI OCTaHETECh B KOKOHE, — O€3pa3IMYHO COOOIIUII MITEPKE MaroB
Pec.

— Hamonro? — ucnyranHo cripocuina Anenb.

— Iloka He oOpa3yMuTech, — paBHOAYIIIHO KUHYJ TOyOO0TNIa3blid, Mocie
YEero Mbl MATKO BEPHYIIHChH B PEAJIBHOCTD.



— Ko ene? — cnpocun TeNoXpaHUTENb, HE TSI HA MEHS.

W, HaBepHOe, paHblue g Obl 00MAeNach Ha Takoe OTHouleHue... Ho
TeNepb 3HaJa: OH KOPUT ce0s 3a TO, YTO HE YCIIENl MOSABUTHCS BOBpPEMS,
IIOTOMY HEOCO3HAHHO OTTAJIKUBAET MEHHI.

— X ObL10 msATEPO, — OTBETHIIA CIIOKOMHO. — JIeiCTBOBaIM 1O yKa3Ke
maructpa PoBena — n0 mopel g0 BpemeHH. [loTom 3atuxim. OTO OHU
YCTPOWJIM HamajeHue B 3aaHuM cyfga. Jlymar, Xorenu AoOUThCS
OCBOOOXJICHUSI UX JIWJiepa B ciydae Moed cMepTu. M 3TO OHU MBITAIUChH
npoOparbcsi B UepHyro OaliHio, UCIOPTUB TBOW IMOPTal, — CKOpPEEe BCETo
xoTenu 3a0path apredakt PoBeHa, KOTOPHIN BBIKPAJIH JJIsi MEHS OJIM3HEIIBI.
Bpsin nu JIeon ObUT B Kypce 3TOM aBaHTIOPHI: OH SIBHO MPUCOCIUHUICS K UX
IJIaHY MO3%Ke, Y’Ke nocie Hanajaenus. Ero oopadoran Muxasns... Tel 3Ham,
yto OnuBusA — ero cecTpa’?

— Ja, cecrpa-nycteimka. JleByiika, KOTOpYyIO 3arHOOWIM B
coOCTBEHHOM ceMbe. ['perop cokanuiica Haj HeW U 3abpajl BO JBOpEI — U
BOT KaK OHM OTIUIATUJIM. .. — IPUILLYPHUB I1a3a, cka3ai Pec.

— TbI qymaenip, 3T0 OHU? — THXO CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— V¥YBepen. Oreny JleoHa — HenalneKul YEIOBEK, KaK U €ro MaTh. JTa
napa MmpocTo HE CIOCOOHA JOAyMaThCsa /10 MOKYIIEHUS Ha HaCJIEIHUKA...
Ho xaxner BiacTu Ooibllie, 4eM BCE OCTaJbHBIE, — B 3TOM IUIaHE CHIH
To1mIeNa B poaHio. — Pec orBepHycs.

— Tebe cThIAHO 3a TO, YTO OHU — YaCTh TBOEH CEMbU?

— Y mens HeT cembu. Ho 10, uTO KOrma-to e OblI0, Tereph HaBCcerIa
OT030PEHO, — OTYEKAHUJI TOTYOOTTIa3bIi U BBIIIET U3 KOMHATHI.

J1a, 3TOT TOK€ BEPEH CBOMM MPUHILIMIIAM JI0 MOCIEAHETO. ..

S nmomenack B OanbHBIN 3al. YIUBUTEIBHO, HO MPUEM MPOJOJIKAIICS.
3HaTh YK€ JOBOJIBHO CWIBHO HaNWIACh, TAaHUBI CTajJd pa3Bs3HEE,
Pa3roBOpBI TPOMYE, B3MISIABI OTKPOBEHHEE... U 3TO TE€, KTO XOYET MPABUTH
nmnepuein? Bor atu?!

[Ipoiins Kk CBOEMYy TpOHY, S YCENIach, 3aAyMYHMBO IV Ha TOJIY.
Kpaem maza 3aMeTwiia, Kak CTpa)ka TUXO BBIBOJHUT U3 3aJIa HECKOJIBKUX
JOPJIOB — JIOJDKHO OBITh, POJICTBEHHUKOB TISITEPKU  BBIITYCKHUKOB
HapkctoyH. Cpeau HUX BBIAEISIACH CBETIOBOJIOCAs TOj0Ba JInama.

VYBepeHa, oH ObUT HE B KypcCe IUIAHOB IJIEMSIHHUKA — HO 3TO TENeph He
MO€ 1eJ10, a neno ImasHoro /lo3nasarens Umnepun.

['peropa Hurae He OBUIO BHIHO: HABEPHOE, BBISICHSET OTHOIICHHS C
TaTol. YAUBUTENBHO, HO OHU JIEMCTBUTEIBLHO MOAXOAAT Apyr ApyTy. Jlaxe



[0 BHEHMIHOCTU. He ToBOpS O CXOXKEN PE3IKOCTU CYKIACHUW U OIUHAKOBO
YIPAMOM Xapakrepe... Bumarb, CMOTPUHBI HEBECT Ui HACIEOHUKA — W
BIIPSIMb BaXKHOE COOBITHE, KOTOPOE HEJIb3s UTHOPUPOBATH.

Tara — cuiapHBIA Mar W CWIbHAs JUYHOCTb. (OHAa CMOXET
MpOTUBOCTOATH [ peropy. A eciau He CMOXKET — TO s moMory. Ho HeBonuTh ee
HUKTO He OyneT! ITo Touka.

Xotd ecnu ['perop 4ero-to 3axoyer — MNEPEN HUM TPYAHO YCTOATh. A
MHTEPEC B €r0 MIa3ax s YK€ yJIOBUJIA.

A oTu...

BHOBB omisifiena nbsiHyr0 TOJMY pa30AeTON 3HATH. ..

OHM HUKOTJAa HE CMOTYT MOHATh, YTO 3a OTBETCTBEHHOCTH JICKUT HA
mieyax HaciuegHuka. OHHM HUKOTJa HE CMOTYT OCO3HaTh MaciiTada
KaTtacTpodbl, HABUCIICH HAJ UMIIEPHUEH.

IToromy yTo OHM He 3HarOT 0 Mupe [lopsaka.

W HuKora He NOJKHBI O HEM y3HATh.

S 3apgymMunBO nocTy4asia najblaMu MO MOAJIOKOTHUKY.

Huxorna He ctaBwia nepen coOOW T'paHAMO3HBIX 3ajad: 1eJib BCeraa
CBOAMJIACh K KOHKPETHOMY JIEMCTBUIO B paMKax MOMX BO3MOkHOCTeW. Ho s
Bcerja Jo0uBaiack xeaaeMoro. C 3TUM CII0XKHO MOCTIOPUT.

U certuac s xorena 0gHOTO. ..

Yro6s1 npoxossl B Mup Xaoca u mup [lopsiaka ncyesnu HaBceraa.



I'1aBa 21. ®uHaJIbHAA

— Tw1 yBepeHa? — Hanu cMoTpena Ha MEHsI HEJJOBEPUYHUBO.

— YBepeHa. Beau, — KuBHysa MEJIKOM.

Ms1 cOexxanu u3 nopra. M, 4to Xyke Bcero, Mbl cOeXajau W3-TIO
npucmotpa Peca. Emy BierTur 3a 310...

Ho 51 He MomIa He UC0JIB30BaTh ATOT MIAHC!

['pora oTmycTuiM cpasy ke, Kak TOJIBKO CEMbU 3aroBOPIIUKOB ObLIU
B3STHl TOJI CTpPaxy; TeNeph OH — YYEHUK aKaJeMUM Maruu rle-TO Ha
okpauHe mmrepud. [ly3adyo BepHyJCS B NEKAPHIO CBOEro OTHA U TENEphb
aKTUBHO MOMOraeT MaMe. Sl crnenualbHO €3X Ky K HEMY KaXJo€ yTpO Ha
caMO¥ POCKOIIIHOM KapeTe W MOoKymaro OylI04Kd K 4yaro. B o6mem, momoraro
C IPOJBH>KEHUEM — KaK MOTY.

Tara ¢ Hanum octaBineHbl BO JABOpIE IO Pa3HBIMH IPEIIOTAMH.
Menkass yxXe CMHPWIACh C TEM, YTO JieJla B HMIIEPUHA JOJIKHBI
KOHTPOJIUPOBATHCS [ peropoM — MomnbITKa MEPEBOPOTA JYUIIUMHU YUCHUKAMU
akageMuu JlapKCTOyH 3TOMY OY€Hb MOCHOCOOCTBOBAJA, KAK U PACKPBITHE
Bceil mpapnbl 0 Cpeaumupbe. K ToMy ke s 3aMeTWIia, 4TO 3TUM JBOUM
HPABUTCS CIOBECHO MpENUpaThes 1o Jirooomy moBoay. A Bot ¢ Taroit (yxe
n30aBIIGHHONW OT PYHBI CBSI3M M CBOOOJHOM Kak BeTep) Jena o0CTosH
CIIOXKHEE. . .

Omna mpITanack cOexarb yxke AeCSATh pa3 — U B MOCIEAHUN €€ OTIOBUIH
y caMbIX BOPOT BO JIBOpEI, MepeojaeTyio napHeM. Iperop Oecuics, Pec
oTnaBnuBai, Mbl ¢ Hauu Ttuxo xuxukanu. Ho BooOIie upe3mepHblid cTpax
Tarbl y>xe BbI3bIBa€T 03a00YEHHOCTh Y BCEX YETBEPHIX. A €Ile BOIPOC — OT
Yye2o OHA TaK YIOPHO OEXKHUT?..

Pextop [apkctroyn Obln onpaBaan [nmaBubiM [[o3HaBatenem Umnepuu
— BBISICHUJIOCH, YTO TOCHOJIMH ATapec HUYEro HE 3HaJ U Ternepb KOPUII ceOst
3a TO, YTO MPOITYCTHII TOSBJICHUE TaKOW OOJBIIION OMAaCHOCTH BHYTPH CTEH
akazemuu... Celdyac OH OTIIYIIEH B CBOE POJIOBOE€ MMEHUE, HO TOCIOIHH
['uiiom TO U Jes10 3a3bIBAET €r0 B THIIBJIUIO MaroB — Ha cliy»k0y k ['peropy.

[IsaTepka aydmmx BBITYCKHUKOB J[apKCTOYH OTmpaBiieHa B TIOPbMY, a
ux ropaoe 3Banue I'epoeB BeicMesHO B «BecTHuke CpeuMHUpbs».

I'mibaus BOpPOB IPUCTPYHEHA IIEPCHEKTUBOM BCTpeyd C I'HeBOM
Nmneparopa.



Ad...

S pemmna ciegoBarh cBoemy cepamy. W temeps mnpobOupanach
BOPOBCKMMU TPOIIAMH HA OKPAWHY CTOJIMIIBI, BCJIE 3a MEJIKOW — B HAJICKIIC
MONAaCTh B TAWHOE YOEXKUIIE CEKThI «HucTas 3eMiish».

Hanu 3aBena MeHs B y3KMH MEPEYIOK, OCTAHOBUJIACH Yy TPSI3HOM
CTEHBI, OIVISIAEIACH IO CTOPOHAM U TUXO MOCTyYajla B HEIPUMETHYIO JIBEPb.
PoBHO 4epe3 cexyHay BEpb OTKPBUI CTAPUK B OEJIBIX OJeXkKAaX, TOCMOTPEN
Ha MEHS, 3aTeM Ha MEJIKYI0, a 3aTeM OOEpHYJICS Ha3al...

— Kaiiput, Mbl xnmamu TeOsl, — CKaszaja CTapocTa IEepBOro Kypca
(dakyapTeTa Maruu 3eMJIu.

— ThI?.. — yIMBIECHHO BBIAOXHYJA 5, BXOAS B CTYIIOP.

Hanu noxaronkHyma MeHS, W Mbl BMECTE 3allUIM B MPOCTOPHOE
IIOMEIIEHUE, KOTOPOE€ U3HYTPHU BBINISAEIO HAMHOTO JIYUIll€, YEM CHAPYXKHU.
S O6B1 naxke ckazaia... psMo HEOO 1 3eMIIS.

— IloueMy He mpegynpenniia, 4To OHa TYT 3a IABHYIO? — MPOLIENTalIa
s MEJIKOM, TJIS/Isl Ha HEE BO BCE IIasa.

— 4 cama He 3Hana! B akagemuu ee BHEPBBIE B JKM3HHM yBuaena! —
HEJIOYMEHHO U TakK K€ TUX0 oTBeTuia Hanwm.

— 4l 3Ha0, 4TO THl MPUILIA KO MHE C MPEAJIOKEHUEM, — YIBIOHYIACh
JEBYIIKA C IJ1a3aMHU 1[BETA 3EJICHMU.

—Yro, 3emiIs ckazana?.. — HEpBHO YCMEXHYJIACh 1.

— NmenHo, — KMBHYJIA Ta.

Tak, nopa 6partb cebst B pyku! MblI 31€Ch Ha IEPETOBOPAX.

— S Xouy mnpennoxuTh BaM BOUTH B ucTOputo CpeaumMupbs, —
MIpOU3HECHa 1 YBEpEeHHO U rpoMko. — [IpaBaa, 00 3TOM HMKTO HUKOIJA HE
y3HaeT. Ho BbI Oyniete 3HaTh. U Bamm noToMkHw.

3esneHomIa3asi CTapoCTa yAbIOHYIACh €IIIe MIUpE.

3Hato, 3By4YMT KommapHo. Ho kak-To oHa MeHs BbIOWIIA CBOUM
HEOXXUJAHHBIM TIOSBJICHUEM B 3alPEIICHHOM CekTe... Jla emie m tem, 4To,
KQ)KETCS, OHA Y HUX TYT 3a [NIABHYIO.

ITO KaK BOOOIIE€ BO3MOKHO?!

S npucranpbHO paccMarpuBaia  OBIBIIYHO — aJIEITKy  aKaJeMUU
HapkcroyH. Hy He nmoxoxa oHa Ha Bpara ['peropa. Kak He moxoxa Ha Ty,
KTO IUIAHUPYET 3aXBaTUTh BIACTb.

— [Iponomkaint, — mpeioKuiIa 3eJIeHOTIa3asl.

— BB xotutre ounctuth 3emiao or Xaoca. A xouy Toro xe. U
HACJIEIHUK TOXKE — XOTh OH BaM W HE MPU3HAETCS, — CKa3aja s npssmo. — Ho



pa3 Bbl 3HaeTe 000 Bcex cekperax CpeauMupbs, 3HAETE O 3aKPHITOM
npoxojie B mup Ilopsnka, o kpoBu Xaoca U UMEETE MacTepa, CIOCOOHOTO
CO3/1aBaTh apTe(aKThl, CACPKUBAIOIINE CUITY TIPABSIIECH CEMBH. ..

Tyt g1 npunomHuna maructpa PoBeHa u ero TtoreMm, a TakXKe CBOWU
COOCTBEHHBIN aMyJIeT, KOTOPBIM ceiiuac BUCUT Ha I1iee TaThl.

— [louemy BBI HU pa3y He MPOOOBAIIU 3aKPHITH TPOXOA B MUp Xaoca? —
3aj1aia BOIpoc B JI0O.

Jla, HeymayHasi TaKTUKA, YYUTHIBAs, YTO S MPHUILIA MPOCUTH MOMOIIIH.
Ho ux OnarocTHble JuIla BKyIE€ C MOJTYaHUEM U BEXJIMBHIM BHUMAaHUEM
cJIerKa cCOMBAJIH C TOJIKY.

BooO1iie, 31 meperoBopsl MPOXOAAT HE Tak, Kak s 3amiaHupoBaial A
BCE M3-3a 3€JICHOITIa30M MpeaBOAUTEIbHUIBI ceKTaHTOB! [lo cytn — moen
pOBECHUIIbI!

— 3aKkpoil MBI MPOXOA — W Marusi Xaoca MPOAOKUT NomajgaTb B
Cpeaumupne, kak U marusg llopsnka. OHa OyzmeT mpocayumBaThCs yepes
ey, OyaeT JenaTh JbIpbl Ha 3allldTe HAIIero MHUpa... JTO HE PEHIuT
npooIeMy KapIMHAIBHO, — MSITKO OTBETHJIA JIEBYIIIKA.

S 3apmymanace Haxm ee cioBaMu. Tak-To OHO Tak... Ho 4ro-tO XKe
MOXHO crenars! B ux xunax teuer marus xu3Hu! KoMy, kak He amentam
[Topsinka, mbITaTbest 3aKpbITh Npoxoabl B Mup Xaoca? Ecnu momymars, 310
&Ke uX 3a1a4a HoMmep onuH! U ecnu ObI MBI CMOTIIH OOBETUHUTHCS. . .

— Sl 3Har0, YTO BBI XOTEJNM OTCUAETHCS B CTOPOHKE, IMOKAa 3HATh HE
noyouBaeT Apyr Apyra B MOUCKE CHIIBI WJIM MOKa HACIEIHUK HE OCIaOHeT
HACTOJILKO, YTOOBI BBl CMOTJIM 3aXBAaTUTh BIACTh... Ho s mporry: nogymaiite
HaJl TeM, K 4eMy Bbl CTpeMHUTeCh! Y Hac OjHa 11eJib: 00€30MaCUTh UMIIEPUIO
OT BTOPXEHHUS JIBYX BOIOIOIIUX JIPYT ¢ APYyroM MupoB! A 3Haro, 4TO mpoury
O MHOIOM, HO Balla IMOMOIIb B cllydyae C napoM I[peropa pana mHe
HAJICKAY. ..

— Ms1 ycnbimanu TeOs, HacleOHUIlA, — TIpepBajia MO0 pPedb
3eJIeHOIvIa3as CTapoCTa, a 3aTeéM BHHMMArelbHO mocMorpesia Ha Hanu. Ha
MyHIIOBYIO OT cThi1a Hanu, eciiu ObITh TOUHOM.

Tak... 1 KaK MHOTO 3Ta MeJIKas 3apa3a NpuBpaJia B CBOCH IIAMEHHOMN
pEeYM OT JIMIA BCEX HE3aCITY’KEHHO TOHUMBIX CEKTAaHTOB?..

— Mpbl obmymaeMm TBoOe TpeljiokeHue, — Jo0aBuiaa JEBYIIKA C
BOJIOCAMU LIBETA APEBECHOU KOPHI.

[Toxoxe, meperoBOphl MOAOLLINA K KOHILY.



S xuBHyna, crapascb HE JyMmMarb O TOM, 4YTO JIMIIWJIA Hac
€IUHCTBEHHOTO IIaHCa MOMOYb [’ peropy He mpeBpaTUTHCS B CBOETO OTIHA. ..
3nuthcsi Ha Hanu cmbicia He Obu1o. OHA UMITYJIBLCMBHA, KAK U BCE MBL.
CoOCTBEHHO, TOTOMY €€ U BBINIEPIIU U3 3TOW OJIarOCTHOU CEKTHI.

Ho Teneps mpuaercss MckaTb HOBBIX COIO3HHMKOB B 0Opbh0Oe MpPOTHB
Xaoca.

W, kaxercs, BOWHA Ha TPAHUIE ACHCTBUTEIBHO HAYHETCA: 3TO
HEeU30EKHO, €CJTU MbI HE HalJIeM CIIOCO0 3aKPBITh MPOXOI.

— 3eMJI XO4YET OUYHUCTUTHCS, — MPOU3HECIA MHE B CIIMHY 3€JICHOTITIa3as
CEKTaHTKa, U sl 0OCTaHOBUJIach. — OHa MedTaeT cOpPOCUTH C CeOsl BCE KUBOE,
IIPOUTH ITyTh BO3POKIAEHUS U 1ATh )KU3Hb HOBOMY ITOKOJICHUIO JIFOJIEH.

51 pa3BepHynach K HEM.

— ThI 3TO UYBCTBYEIIIb? — CIPOCHIIA HAIIPSIKEHHO.

— [Ipoxoasl B 4y>KHE€ MHUPBI TATOTIT 3€MJIIO. .. OHA IUIAYET, MOKPHIBASICH
SA3BAMM.

— W uro Ham nenate? Kak BKUTH?.. — Sl HEOCO3HAHHO CXKaJla KYyJIaKHU.

— Tol aTOTO X0uemn?.. Beikuth? Man, MOXKET, CTOUT AaTh 3eMJIC IIIAHC
Ha BBI3JIOPOBJIEHUE? — C 3araJIOYHON YIBIOKON MPEIIOKUIIA JEBYIIIKA.

— Ecim Her npyroro BbIXOAA... — MPOTSHYJA S, OCO3HABas, YTO OHA
npasa.

— BbIxox ectb. fl BUXKYy €ro — B CBOMX CHaX, KOTOPbIE JAPYKOTCS TOU
THTAaHTCKOM CHJIOM, 4TO JAaeT HaM JKW3Hb, — CKa3zajlla oHa. — Eciau Mbl
MOJIHOCTBIO 3areyaTaeM Hall MUpP OT JIF0OOW Maruu, 3emMiisl BBLACPKUT U
nact HaM Bpems. [IpoiiayT cToserus, U oAU 3a0yayT O TOM, 4TO KOT/Aa-TO
B IPOCTPAHCTBE OTKPBIBAIUCH MOPTANIBI, PACTEHHS POCIUA OT OJHOTO TOJBKO
JKejaHus, a OypM HAChUIAJIUCh HA TOPOJa HEIOBOJbHBIMU Maramu. OHU
3a0yayT O TOM, YTO CYIIECTBOBAJIM MPOXOJbl B MHp Xaoca U B MHUD
[lopanka... Onum  mepectaHyr BepuTh B  Maruw. Ho  1Be
MPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOIINE CTOPOHBI Bcerma OymayT OOpOThCS B HMX Cepalax,
paspbiBasi UX Ha J[BE 4acCTH, U XaocC Bcerna OyJeT 4yTouKy cuibHee. Jlroau
HAuHYT pa3BUBATh JPYrue CBOU CHOCOOHOCTH, 3a0yayT Npo OajlaHC CHUII U
HEU30EKHO MIPUBEIYT 3EMJII0 K HOBOMY JKEJIAHUIO OYUCTUTHCS ... U TOT/A €€
y>K€ HUKTO HE OCTaHOBUT. JIroqu mMOruOHYT: YTOOBI MOSIBUTHCS BHOBL — B
HOBOM (popMe U B HOBBIX YCIIOBUSIX.

3eseHOIIa3asi SICHOBHUIAIAS MSTKO YIBIOHYJIach, DA Ha MOE
HCIYTAHHOE JINILIO.



— Ho Bce 310 mpowusonaer yepe3 COTHU ThICAY JIET. Thl ycleemsb
pPOIUTH JETEU, TBOM JE€TH — BHYKOB, & UX BHYKH — IMOTOMKOB... [lei3zax 3a
OKHOM HE€ pa3 CMEHHUTCS; TaM, IJie ObUla BO/Aa — MOSBUTCA 3€MJIS, TaM, TJe
ObLTH TOpHI — OyAeT paBHUHA. A Temnepb CKaku MHe, KallpuT, cTouT naBarhb
BceM HaMm mraHc? Wnu nmydiie nate 3emiie BO3SMOXKHOCTh U3JIEUUTH Ce0sl OT
boneznu?..

— Crout, — npousHecna s, MmpomarbiBas KoM B ropie. — Bcerma —
CTOMT.

— Wnmu, wnacnemnuma. TBoMl royOomia3blii TENOXPAHUTENb YKe
MepEBEPHYI BCe O€IHBIE KBAPTAJIbl B MOUCKAX T€Os, — C YIBIOKOW OTBETHIIA
JEByIIKA. — MBI IPUIIJIEM OTBET C MPUXOJAOM 3UMBI.

He 3Hato — mouemy, HO sl MOKJIOHWIACH €M, a 3aTEM OBICTPO MOKUHYJA
oOuTens ceKThl «Hucras 3eMiis».

— To, 0 yeM oHa roBopwia... — BblAaBWIAa HaHu, ensa mocrnesas
CJIEJIOM.

— Jla, g To’)ke el moBepuIIa, — MpoIIenTala s, yCKOpss IIar, — U Tenepb
HaIyrasa 0 CMEpTH.

— Ho MBI 3acity»uBaem 3TOro maHca, Tak?

Mernkas cMOTpelia Ha MEHsI OOJIBIITUMM TJ1a3aMU, TIOJIHBIMHA COMHEHUH,
a sl HUKaK HEe MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh CE0sI OTBETUTH HA €€ BOMPOC. ..

/leée nedenu cnycms

— Th1 yBepeHa? — XOJIOJHBIM TOJIOCOM cIipocui I perop.

— [a, yBepena. — 4l enBa He 3akaruiia riasa.

— Yto 310 32 TIynocts, Pec? Ilouemy ona nemaer 3to? — Hacnennuk
PE3KO OTOILIEN OT MEHS U OCTAHOBUJICS Y OKHA.

TenoxpaHnuTenb BIAAbIKA 38 [yMYMBO CMOTPEN HA MEHS, HO MOJTYal.

— IloToMy 4TO XO4y 3aBECTH CEMBIO, — CIIOKOMHO TOSCHUIIA 51, KOE-KaK
CIIPABJISISACH C )KEJTAHUEM 3aLIUIIETh HA 3TOTO YMHHUKA.

— TebOe Bcero Bocemuaanars! Kakas cempsa?! Thl maxke B akaeMUU HE
noyuuiiack! — psiBKHyI [ perop, pa3BopadynBasich KO MHE.

— Jla, moToMy 4TO ThI 3aKpbUI AaKaAEMHUIO — U MPABWIBHO chenai! —
3aMeTuiIa B OTBET.

— OHa "HeBbiHOCUMa! — bpar npukpeLI rM1asa.

— MBI ke 00Cykaalu 3To — U He pa3! — ycTajao HaloMHUA 5.



— B tom-to m geno! He monumaro, B uem mpobieMa — MPOCTO
MOJIO’KJIaTh U pa3o0parbcsi B CBOEH cuie?.. — HeI0BOJIbHO cka3ain [ perop. B
KOTOPBIN pa3s.

— IIpoGnemMa B TOM, 4TO cujia MHE HE HYHa! — YBEPEHHO MPOU3HECIIA
g, 4yTh TOBBIIIAs TOJIOC, W IOBEPHYJIACh K Mary 4YeThIpeX CTUXUH,
CIIOKOMHO OuzaslieMy pemieHus [peropa. — IIpocture, rocnoaun ['uitom,
ceiyac HacJIeIHUK AacT 100po.

— Hacnennuk He gact no6po! — Bo3mytuiics ['perop.

— Torna s 3a6epy y Tarbl amyinet! — moruia st Ha IIaHTaX.

bennskka Tak 3amyTtanack B ce0e mocie pasroBopa ¢ Iperopom
(TouHee, mocie AecATKa pa3roBopoB ¢ I'peropom, pemiMBIIMM, YTO JIEAU
TasitHa 10JKHA TOHSTh, OT YETO B CBOE BPEMS OTKA3aJlach), UTO aMyJIET CTall
CIMHCTBEHHON BEIbI0, KOTOpas TMO3BOJIsIa €W 4YyBCTBOBaTh ce0s B
CpPaBHUTEIHHOM 0€30MacHOCTH BO JIBOPIIE.

— Tet He mocmeems! — Bo B3maae Iperopa mosiBUIIOCH
MpEAYNPEKICHUE.

Cepbe3Hoe mpeaynpexIcHUE.

— Cnymaii, Oparen, s TNOHHMMAal TBOE JKEJIAHHWE OKPYKUTh ceOs
IIPEKPACHBIMHU CO3/IaHUSIMH, 00a a0 IMU HE3aypsiAHBIMH
criocoOHOCTAMH. [[ymaro, TeOs B 3TOM MOHSUIA ObI BCE MY>KUMHBI. .. Ho daii
Mol HAM B03MOJCHOCHIL CAMUM NPUHUMAMb peulenue, 8 Kouye KoHyos! —
3apblyaja s Ha HACJIETHUKA, HUYyTh HE OIacasiCh MOCIEICTBUN.

— TBoe mocnenHee pelieHrue MPUBENIO TeO0s K CEKTaHTaM, — CBEPKHYII
razamu [ perop, — mociie 4ero Te CMEHWIN KOOPAUHATHI CBOETO YOEKHUIIA —
Y MbI HE CMOIJIM UX TOMMATh!

— Bbl ¥ He AOKHBI UX JIOBUTh. BBl JTOMKHBI cOTpyaHH4Yars! — S
YIPAMO CTOsJIa HA CBOEM.
— Onu croBopwimch mpoTuB MeHsa! — Iperop pasBepHylcs K

rocrionuHy ['uiiomy, nmest B BUAy MeHs U Peca, KOTOPBIM BCKOPE MOCIE TEX
COOBITHI OOOPUIT MOM TTOXO/ M HE CTaJl MEHsI HaKa3bIBaTh.

Hwuzkuit mokIion emy 3a 370.

— Barre BrIcOU€CTBO, BpEMSI YXOAUT, — BEKJIMBO HAIIOMHUJI CTAPUK.

— [IpoxisaTeiil putyain! — Beipyrascs I perop... a 3arem pe3Ko MoAomes
KO MHE. — TBI IeCTBUTEIBHO X0UYEIlb ITOT0?

— 51 Xo4uy 3TOrO, — MOBTOpPMIIA B COTHIN pa3. — M xouy MecsI OTAbIXa OT
JBOpIIa B MOEM OOHOBJICHHOM ToMecThe! Mou ciiyru yxe 3a0butH, Kak s
BRIVISIKY! OTiycTy MeHsi, Opar!



Hacnennuk 3anmepxain JAbIXaHUE, IEPEKUBASA CUIBHEUIIUN IPUCTYIL
HEJIOBOJIBCTBA, OTITYCTHJI MOM IIJICYU U OTCTYIIMJI Ha IAr.

— Xopomio, uau, OyHtapka. Ho uepe3 mecsn s Oyay kaath TeOs Ha
CEMENHOM YXKUHE.

— Haneroch, HE B 4ecTh MOMOJIBKH, — ITpoOOpMOTaja s cebe moj Hoc,
IS/ B CIIMHY yAaJISoIIeMycst opary.

BrpoueM, He Oyy CKpbIBaTh, UTO Ky 3TOTO COOBITUS C HETEPIICHUEM.
XOTb ¥ HE TTOKA3bIBAK0 HUKOMY.

I'perop ¢ Taro B JaHHBIM MOMEHT HAXOAWJIUCh HA CTAAWHU OTPULIAHUSA
YyBCTB — KOTOPHIE, TTOX0XKE, BCE )K€ UMEU MECTO OBITb.

Mgl ¢ PecoM 310 yxe npoXoauiu. ..

S mepeBena B3I HAa TOJIyOOTIIa30T0 U TEIIO YIBIOHYIACK.

— [loxemnaii MHE yauu, — MPOU3HECIA HETPOMKO.

— S nam Tebe Bpems — Kak M OOeIIai, — MOHU3UB TOJOC, OTBETHII
TEJIOXPaHUTEIb BIAJbIKU. — HO €Clii Thl HE TOTOPOMUIILCS. . .

— Yto0? OcraBuillb CBOW MOCT W HBIPHEIIHL B CEMEWHYIO JKU3Hb Ha
HEJIETIbKY? — HEBECEJIO YCMEXHYJIACh s U B3siia ce0s B pyku. — Jlo BcTpeuu,
Pec, — monpomanace KOpOTKO U IOLLIA BCIE 32 TOCHOAUHOM [ MiioMOM.

3a BCE ATHM JHU MBI TaK M HE CMONIM HOPMAJIbHO MOTOBOPHUTH, a
celyac... ceryac s mpocto ucmyraigachb. CTOIBKO HEIOMOJIBOK, CTOJIBKO
JUITHAX CJIOB, CTOJIBKO B3MJISIAOB, TIOJHBIX HAJAEKI W aOCOIIOTHOTO
OTYasIHUA. . .

[Toka OH — TeIOXpaHUTEIb BIAJBIKH, s HE UMEIO MpaBa TPEOOBATh OT
HEro HUYETO. .. IOTOMY YTO 3Hal0, UTO OH 3alllMIIAeT CIIMHY Moero opara. U
MOKa 51 CIIOCOOHA 3aBECTH CEMBbIO C KeM-TO ApyruM, Pec He mMeeT mpasa
TpeOOBaTh ObITH BEPHOU EMY.

[ToTomy OH 0oJibIlIE HE OTTOBAPUBAJI MEHS OT ATOTO I1ara — HaIPOTHUB,
BCTynajics, koraa I'perop oco0o 3BepCTBOBAal B CBOEM JKEJIaHWUHW BCeraa
HMMETh CECTPY IOJI PYKOU.

Yepes mapy 4acoB sl CTaHy IPOCTOM JEBYIIIKOM, O€3 Cuil, 0€3 CBSI3EH. ..
Hy nanHo, He Oymy oOMaHBIBaTh caMy ceOsi — MOU CBSI3U IIPU MHE, S BCE
eule HaciaegHuna CpeauMHpbs, XOTh U IUIAHUPYIO MPOBOAUTH BO JBOPIIC
KaK MOXXHO MEHBIIIE BPEMEHH... U BOOOIIE OTAAIUTHCA OT MHpPA Maruu
HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOKHO.

CiroBa 3eyeHONIAa30M SICHOBUSIIEN HE MPOCTO uciyraiu meHsa. OHu
3aCTaBWJIM TMOHATh, YTO Marusi — O3TO HE CTOJIBKO CHJA, CKOJIBKO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a 3Ty CHIIY. Sl MOTYy OTKpPBIBAaTh IPOXOJbI B MUpP Xaoca.



Ho Mos cwiia npuuuHsier Bpea caMoi 3emiie... Komy oHa BooOIIe HYyXHa,
ecnu 3aaymarbess? Kro B 3apaBOM yme, 3Hask OMACHOCTh, MAYIIYHO W3
HIKHETO MUPA, CTAHET MOJIb30BaThCs 3TON CIIOCOOHOCTHIO?..

[ToaToMy s mpuHsIa TOCIEIHEE BEPHOE PEUICHUE, NEPE] TEM Kak
OTKa3aThCsl OT CBOEro jJapa. S Halmia TOro MapHUIIKY-BOpa, 4YTO 3ajie3 B
MOI OCOOHSIK OKOJIO Mecsilia Ha3al, U 3acTaBuja €ro OTHECTH IMOCIaHUE B
JOM MOETo yuuTens. A Korjga ONM3HEUbl MPUIUIM B HAa3HAYEHHOE MECTO
BCTPEYM, UX CXBaTWJIU JItoau I peropa.

Jla, oHU HE cleslaii MHE HUYEro IUIOXOro, HO Mmopa ObUIO NMPU3HATH:
MOsI MaTh TaK K€ HEJAJbHOBHUJIHA, KaK JIeoH. OHa XO4YeT BIACTH U CTPOUT
KO3HM JIa)K€ U3 TIOPEMHOU OamiHu. Sl He MOIJla OCTaBUTh BCE KaK €CTh — U
ITO3BOJIMTH €M U JaJibllie UHTPUTOBATh IPOTUB [ peropa.

U cetiyac Mos coBecTh uncTa. S muia Ha ¢BO€ COOCTBEHHOE OUHIIICHUE
C JIETKUM CEpJIIIEM... B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, Maructp I'pamuc xuBeT 0e3 CBOUX
cun u panyerca! Ee (oOgHy W3 HEMHOTHX MPENOJABATENIEd aKaJIeMHUM)
MOMAIWIM U A BO3MOXHOCTh CIOKOMHO XHWUTh B CTOJMIEC. A BCE €€
3HaHUS O TIOJIOKEHUM JIeJl Ha TpaHulle ObLJIO PEIICHO HCMOJb30BaTh BO
onmaro umnepuu. Teneps ObIBIIas MarucTp ['psnauc — COBETHUK OMHOTO U3
MHHUCTPOB; B €€ 3aJa4¥ BXOAUT CJICIUTh 32 TEMH JIOPJIAMH, YTO AKTHBHO
XOTSIT HayaTh BOEHHBIEC NICWCTBUSI PSAJOM C MOpOXoAoM B mup Xaoca, U
HaIlPaBJIATh UX HA MyTh UCTUHHBIN... HHOTA — CIOBOM YMHBIM... a HHOTJA
— BHJIOM ITYTAOIIHUM. . .

Tak yTo n€s1a B UMIIEpUH [IIJIM HOPMAJIBHO: OMIIO3UIUOHEPHI MEJIEHHO
YCIIOKanBaJNCh, 03a00YEHHBIC apeCTaMM 3HATHBIX JIOPJOB W UX JeTel (a
TaKXe€ THUIIMHOW OT MUJIEAW), a DIYIIbl, MEUYTAIIUE O CHJEe, THUXO
MaHUKOBAJM, 3a0MBIIKMCH B HOPBI, MOCJIE TOTO KaK 3aKPbUIM TIJIABHYIO
akageMuro Maruu CpeauMHupsbsI. ..

S BapIxana 3amaxy B CBOEM LIBETYIIEM caly U yibiOanack. JIBa mHs
Hazaj Mosl cuiia Obljia 3amevaraHa, u s BepHyJiach B pojioBoit ocoOHsK. Eiie
BYEpa S BCEX CYAOPOXKHO Tporajia, KaxJblil pa3 B3AparuBasi OT OXKUJAHUS
OTKPBITUSI MPOXOAa, a YK€ CErofHs CIOKOWHO MporyiluBajlach IO
HeOOMNbIION amiee 3a noMoM — [1oA3 BOCCTaHOBWII €€ K MOEMY IMpHUE3Y.
Best mpucnyra HacTtonbko oOpajoBaliach MOEMY BO3BPAIEHUIO, YTO MEHS



BCTPEYAJIM €/IBa JIM HE CO clie3amMu. Sl cama 4yTh HE pacIUlakalach, KOraa
MOHsJIa, YTO MOHCTPBI HE BBIOEPYTCS M3-3a MOEW CIHMHBI OT BCEX ATUX
KPENKUX OOBSITHH. ..

Jla, »TO Havajgo HOBOM u3HM. Hadano >xu3HM O€3 Maruu...
YnuBUTENIBHO, HO S HE YyBCTBOBAJIa TOCKH 110 OBIION cuiie. MOXET, TOTOMY
YTO OHAa CKOpEe Mellaia, YeM MoMOorajia MHE KUTh? A MOXKET, IOTOMY 4TO
MEHS HACUJIBHO CJIeJIajid SHEProOMaroM B yToay 4y>KHMM aMOUIIHSIM.

XoTs Ternephb s 3Hajia, 4YTO MHE OBLIO CYXJIEHO POJIUTHCS C CHUIBLHBIM
JapOM — B€Jlb MOM OTEIl POJIOM M3 MPABSAIIECH CEMbHU.

U Bce xe... Tenepb Aaxe JHOOONBITHO, OOpaTAT JIU HA MEHSI BHUMAHUE
aopael Cpenumupba? Mnu ux mnpuBiekana Toiabko Mo cwina? WM kto
MIPUIIIACUT MEHS Ha TaHEeI[ BO BpeMs OCEHHEro Oana?..

Mo¥ nepBbIid BBIXOJ B CBET MOCJE 3aledarblBaHus Maruu... 1o Hero
enle J0KUTh HAZO.

— Monogast rocnoka, Tam... — JloHuW BbIOekaja MHE HaBCTpeuy M
3aMOJIKJIa, SIBHO HE 3Hasl, KaK MPEICTABUTh TOCTH.

— Kro? I'perop? OH oOeman ocTtaBUTh MEHA B MOKOo€ Ha mecsn! — S
HAaXMYPWJIACh, IEPEBO/IS B3IV 34 €€ CIIUHY.

Ho tam 6w11 BoBce He I'perop. IIpsimo oT BopoT ko MHe 1mien Pec, u B
rJazax ero ObLIO CTOJBKO BCEro, 4TO s pacTepsiiach — HEYKTO YTO-TO
CIIy4MJIOCH 3a 3TH JIBa JHS?!

— Yrto takoe? Kakoe-to Hanagenue? C I'peropom Bce B nopsake? A c
Taroit? Pec, ne morau!

— S Hapymuia coOCTBEHHOE oOOeliaHue, — MPU3HAJICS OH, VIS Ha
MEHSI CTPAHHBIM B3IJISIJIOM.

— Yro? Koropoe wumenno? Pec, ceppe3Ho, uTto mnpouszonuio? I
pacCUnThIBaJIa HA MECSIL MOKOA. . .

3Haro, 310 3rouctuyHo! Ho BHAETh €ro 31ech Tak CKOpo — OBLIO
TSHKEO.

MHe eliie MpeICTONT HAYUYUTHCS KUTh 0€3 ero MPUCyTCTBUSI.

— 4 obGeman, yro gaM TeOe BpeMs... YCTPOUTH JUUYHYIO KU3Hb. HO 5
oOMaHyJ1 TeOs1, — MPOU3HEC TEIOXPAHUTENH BIABIKU.

— B xakom cMbiciie — oOMaHyn? — HanpsImach .

OH e HMYero He clenal ¢ MOMMM MOTCHIMAIbHBIMU yXaxepamu? He
M3/1aJ1 TaM BTUXYIO YKa3 Kakoi, 4T00 MEHS HE TPOTaJIn?..

— S He mam TeGe BpEeMEHU, — OTBETHJI TOIyOOTNIa3blii, COBCEM MEHS
3amyThIBasl.



— Ho... TbI %e TaM, BO ABOpLE... a i 34€Chb... U I'perop HUKoOrma He
MO3BOJIUT T€OE XEHUTHCA HAa MHE... a CTaTh TBOEW JHOOOBHULEH... — S
3aMOJIKJIA, IOTEPSIBIIKCH B CIOBAX.

— He mroGoBHuIEH, — Kauas Tojao0BOM, oTrpe3an Pec, — moel KeHOM.
Ecmu commacumbcsa. Ho naxke ecnu He comtacuubes, IPEAYIPERKIAI: 1 HE
CMOTY CMOTPETh Ha T€0SI B O0BATHSIX IPYTroro My 4uHbl. @uznuecku. YObIo
€ro.

— JlagHo, MOHsNa, MOXEIIb HE MPOAOJIKATh, — OCTAHOBUJA SI ATOTO
KpoBokajgHoro. — Ho uro Tel npemnaraems? Coexars u3 umnepun? —
pa3Belia pyKaMH, IIOKa3blBas, KaK HSTO HAWBHO W HENAJIbHOBUIHO —
npejiaratb nojooHoe. ..

— Hert. S noObtock ot I'peropa paspemienus Ha Ham Opak. OH MHe
TOJKEH. A sl CETrOAHS YBOJIMIICS.

— YEI'O?! — u3yMJICHHO BOCKIIMKHYJIa s, HE 3Has, 4YTO MEHs
BO3MYIIAeT OOJbIIE — YTO OH BCE PEIIMJI 3a MEHsS WM YTO OH IepecTall
3alMIIaTh CIUHY Moero Opara!

— ¥ I'peropa tenepr HOBBIM TEIOXPAHUTENDL, — YCMEXHYICA Pec, mipu
ATOM HE€ OTPBIBASI OT MEHS HAMPSIKEHHOTO B3IJISA/IA.

— Kt0? — cnipocuna s, Bce 00bliie N3yMJIssICh.

— Jleon. Oto He Moa wuzaesa. Tarel. [OBOpAT, HM3rom 3aq0JHKaid
HEKPOMAHTYy OJIHy ychyry... KoHeuHo, mapeHb COBCEM OT PyK OTOMJICS H
3a0un rojoBy uymbio. HO MBI caMu BUHOBaTbl — HEIODNISIACNH, HE
OOBSICHUIIM BOBpPEMsi, YNYCTHJIM MOMEHT noBepus. S ybOemun I'peropa
BBIITYCTUTh €r0 U3 TIOPbMBI, B35IB C HETO BCE€ BO3MOXKHBIE KJISITBBI BEPHOCTHU
— Tenepb HEKPOMAHT CBS3aH, MOYTU B OYKBaJIbHOM CMBbICIIE, TI0 PyKaM U
HoraMm. Korna-uuOynb TBOM Opar ocinaOuUT yaaBKy, HO ceituac JIeoH HomkeH
MOHATh, YTO 3HAYUT OBITH HACICAHUKOM UMIEPUU. YBUIETh COOCTBEHHBIMU
ma3zamu. U nipo3pets HakoHel. OH — o4eHb CHIIbHBIN Mar. 1 teneps, korga
OH BBIHYXXJEH OBITh BEpHBIM [peropy W 3ammmarh €ro CHOuHYy, OH Kak
HEJIb3s JIy4llle IMOAXOAWT Ha JOJKHOCTh ['HeBa Mmmeparopa. S Buepa
OTKpBUI €My Bce cekpeTbl CpeauMupbsi, MPOBENI 3KCKYPCHIO MO JBOPILY,
3aHOBO TO3HAaKOMWJI ¢ MaubimioM longbeprom. Kaxercs, mnapeHb
BOEYATIWICS... 10 KpallHEd MEpe MPUTUX U COBCEM HE COINPOTHUBIISICA,
KOT/Ia 51 BBIHYXJ[aJ1 €r0 IPOU3HOCUTh BCE HEOOXOMMBIE JIJIsl KJISITBBI CJIOBA.

I'oBops BCe 310, Pec Tak ¥ He OTpBIBalI OT MEHS COCPEAOTOUYEHHBIX
a3, JKgan peakiuu.



— Ho... BbIXOOHUT... Tenepb Thl CBOOOAECH?.. — HEIOBEPUYUBO CIIPOCUIIA
s, BCE €IIe HE UMEs CUJI TOBEPUTD, UTO ATO HA CAMOM JI€JI€ MPOUCXOIUT.

— He coBcem. OT MOMKHOCTH JIMYHOTO COBETHUKA HACIIETHUKA MEHS
HUKTO HE ocBoOOxnai. Ho »Ta MOMKHOCTH mpeamnosiaract Oosiee ruOKui
rpaguk paboOThl, — YCMEXHyJCA TroiayOornasblii, MOAXOAs KO MHE
BILUIOTHY0. — Hy, uto ckaxews? He oTTonkHENH MEHS?

[To3zop! Mowu ma3a HanoJaHATCA clie3aMHu!

Hepxarbcs! [JEPKATBCA!!!

— He oTTonikHy, — BbIJIaBuUIIA 51, TOJ>KUMast TYOBI.

— A yero Torja pacctpouiack Tak? — 3adecnokouics Pec.

— He paccrpounsace. S, HaBepHOe, oueHb cuactinuba. [IpocTo emie He
3HAI0, KaK 3TO MOKa3aTh, — OpoMsiMiInia cede IMoj HOC, YyBCTBYS, Kak
MpenaTeabCKu IPOXKUT Ty0a.

— He 3Haems? — ynbIOHY/CS ToyOOIIa3blid, IISIAS HA MEHS C Takou
TEIUIOTOM, YTO MHE TYT K€ 3aXOTEJNOCh pa3peBeThes B rojoc. — Hy, B 3Tom
7ese s He JydqIIvi coBeT4HK. Jlymaro, HaM 00OMM MPEICTOUT OOYUUTHCS
ATOU MPEMYIPOCTH B CAMOM OJMkKaNIIEM OyayIIEeM.

51 3aKkpblna U0 PyKaMU.

Kaxercst, B 3TOT MOMEHT S ACHCTBHUTEIBHO IIOHSJIA, YTO JIFOOIIO
KU3Hb. ..

A K 3UM€E BO ABOPEL NPUIIUIM TOCITAHHUKHU CEKThI «Hucras 3emisy.
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