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AHHOTaLMs:

KpuctMac YuHTEp TOBe3/10, UTO OHA JIFOOUT 3TO BpeMs roja, IIOTOMY UTO eé MMs He OCTaBHUJ/IO eM
Gonbiioro Beibopa. OHa Bcerza Becénasi, AobOpas v cuacTauBas. Ilo KpaiiHel Mepe, cTapaeTcsi ObITh
cyactivBoi. [To3TOMYy Korjla OHa yCcTpauBaeTCsl Ha paboTy 3/b)OM B OTPOMHBIM TOPIOBBIA LIEHTP, TO
OuUeHb CTapaeTCs MoAapuTh JiroAaM pagocTb. Ho yero Kpucrmac HHUKakK He 0)Kujasna, Tak 3TO TOTO UTO
TPOM30M/IET, KOT/Ia OHA MOMa/IET Ha I/la3a He3HAKOMITY.

Hukosac JlaliT — Biafiesiel] TOProBoro IeHTpa, Ije Terepb paboraer Kpucrtmac. Ero B3risig
TpY3eMJ/IsseTCsl Ha HOBOT'O 3/1b(a... ¥ OH TTIOHWMaeT, UYTO XOUeT eé C/1aJKyH0 HeBUHHOCT.



U oH He orctynut. HeT. OH 06s13aTenibHO MpUAyMaeT TijlaH, uTo0bl 3TO rpou301iwio. M Kak MOXKHO
CKopee.

[IpenynpexaeHue: Bo3bMuTe B DYKM KOJIOKOJBYMKM M MOKayaTe WX HaJ TOJIOBOM... 3aKTUTe
npasgHuK PoxkgecTtsa. JIagHo, HUYero U3 3Toro He uMeeT cMbicsia. Ho Besib 3TO 3By4asio IpasHUYHO,
He TaK JM? JTa UCTOPUSI BOCXUTUTEbHA U 00s13aTe/lbHO BaM MOHPaBUTCS. TOMBKO MpocienTe, YToObI
MUILypa He 3aCTpsila B HEI0/I0KeHHbBIX MeCTaX, U... [loBepsrech HaM.

I'naBa 1.

Kpuctmac.

— Ox, 51 BO3bMY U 3TO TleueHbe ¢ CaHTON, — TOBOpIO s, ynbi0asick HaHcH, Korza oHa cobupaer
reyeHbe Pa3IUUHBIX (OPM B KOPOOKY, KOTOPYIO s 3aXBauy CerofiHs JoMoi. 1 TpocTo He Mory BbIOpaTh
KaKoe-TO OFJHO W TOUHO 3Hal0, UTO OHU BCe MHe TIOHA/I00ATCs, KOr[a s HauHy UyBCTBOBATh cebs
HEMHOTI'0 MO/IaB/IeHHOM.

— ¥ koro-To OyzeT C/IUIIKOM C1ajikoe Pok/ieCTBO, — MOAMUTHMBaeT MHe OHa, 3aKpbIBasi KOPOOKY
C TIeYeHbeM U NPOTAruBas eé MHe.

— CKOMBKO s Tebe 10/mKHA?

— Huuero. 3to Tebe mopapok ot MeHs. CuactimBoro PoxzecTsa!

— [Ha, uyth He 3a0blma! — TOCTaBUB KOPOOKY C TeueHbeM Ha MPUJIABOK, S KOMaloCh B CBOEH
MaJIeHbKOH CyMOUKe, IToKa He Hax0Ky MaJleHbKHU Tofjapok. S mocraro ero u fjapto HaHcwu.
— O, poporasi He Hajo ObUIO, — cMmymEeTcss H3HCHM, HO eé€ [y1a3a 3aroparoTcs U OHa

pa3BopaunBaeT 00EpTouHyr0 Oymary. H3HCH OTKpbIBaeT KOPOOOUKY, B KOTOPYIO s MOJI0XKK/Ia Ma/IeHbKYHO
cepeOpsiHYIO CKasnKy. B 3ToM roay s japro BceM yKpailieHusi. B miporiviom, st iapua 6osiblimie KPy»KKU U
HaToJIHs/Ia UX C/IaZI0CTsIMU. §1 Bcerzia cTapaloCh UTO-TO MOJAPUTh MyCTh, jaXkKe OHO OyneT MaleHbKUM.
Benpb PoxxziecTBO, B KOHI[e KOHIIOB, MO JTFOOUMBIM TIpa3iHUK.

ToproBblii 1[eHTP B 3TO BpeMsi rofla O>kUBaeT. B HEM MHOro GerarolMx U UrPArOIIMX BOKPYT JeTei
Y TIaXHeT [leueHbeM U COCHOM. EIMHCTBEeHHOe yero He XBaraeT B 3TOM I'OZly Tak 3TO CHera, ¥ s MOJIFOCh,
yT0o0ObI OH mMoién. [IporHo3 morogsl obelian, UTo CHer K Beuepy MOWET U 3TO TOUHO MOAHUMET MHe
HaCTPOeHUe CerofiHs BeuepoM, Koryia s BepHYChb JOMOM.

— MHe oHa HpaBUTCS, — roBOpUT H3HCU U, 000M 151 IPUIABOK, 0OOHMMaeT MeHs. 3arax caxapa 1
KOpUI[bl 00BO/IaKMBaeT MeHsI, MpeX/ie YeM OHA OTXOJIUT.

— MHe nyudille MTOTOPONUTHCSA U 3aKPBIThCS. MOU «MeIoK» yxKe XKIET MeHsI U ellé 51 He ycriea
3aBepHYTH BCe M0JapKy [/l BHYKOB.

S ynbibatock HaHcu 1 xkenaro ekl cuactimBoro PoxxziecTBa, rpexxzie uemM BepHYThCs B oduc. [Toutu
BCE y)Ke J1aBHO YIIIA JAOMOW. PoK[ie CTBeHCKUe TUPJISSH/BI BbIK/IFOUEeHbl, U UyBCTBO TOCKM HaKaTbIBaeT
Ha MeHsi. CeroziHs Po)KJieCTBO U B 3TOT JieHb s 60/blile BCero CKyuaro o Mmame. HecMoTpsi Ha TO, UTO
MbI OBUTM TOJILKO BABOEM — Mbl BCeTZia Mpa3fHOBasu PoxkaecTBo ¢ pasMaxoM. 1 upy, cpaxasich C
MeJlaHXoJIMel, KOTopasi yrpo>KaeT MeHsl 3aXBaTUThb, M CTaparCh YIbI0aThCsl.

B stom romy PoxkigectBo mposereno Tak ObicTpo. He ycresna MOpPrHyTh, a TIpPa3fHUK YxKe
3aKOHUM/ICs. MHe Bcerjia CTaHOBUTCSI HEMHOT'O IPYCTHO, KOT/ia Jito00M Mpa3iHUK TIOAXOAUT K KOHITY, HO
Po>k/1ecTBO 0COOBIN CiTyyaid.

MbIc/iu 0 BO3BpallleHUU B MYCTYI0 KBapTUPY, UTOOLI TTPOBECTHU Beuep B O[MHOUYECTBE, 3aCTaB/IsIOT
MOE cep/iLle B3JPOrHYTb. JTO €AUHCTBEHHBbIM [JleHb B TOAY, KOrJa TOPrOBbIM L|€HTP IOJIHOCTBIO
3aKpbIBAeTCS, TaK UTO y MeHs1 HeT paboThi, uToObl OTBNeub cebsi. [laxxe Ha [eHb bnarogapeHus mbi
OTKPBITHI BEYEPOM.

CBepHYB 3a yroj U TpOW/ii HEMHOTO TI0 KOPU/OpY, s Boiwia B oduc, uTobbl 3a0paTh K/IHOUU U
KypTKy.HO OKa3sbiBaeTcs, elé He BCe pa3oLWIMCh Mo AoMaMm. Mo meHemkep Kpucra cugur 3a cBOMM
pabourM CTOIOM, U s HEMHOTO CMYII[eHa, TOTOMY UTO Oblla yBepeHa, UTO OHa y)Ke /JaBHO YIIla.

— DM, UTO ThI BCE ellé 3/leCh Jle/laelllb?— CIpallMBato s, TOCTaBUB KOPOOKY C TeueHbeM Ha eé



CTOJI.

— MHe Hy)XHa TBOS1 yC/Iyra, — B3/IbIXaeT OHa, IVIsi/isi Ha CBOM KOMIIBIOTED.

51 He 3HAlO, KaK OHa MOXKET BeCh JIeHb B HETO CMOTPeTh? MHe HpaBUTCS OBbITh Cpeau Jrofiel, U s
nr00/TI0 3aCTaB/sATh UX ybibaThes em Gosbite. [To3TOMy MHe Tak HpaBUTCSI Most paboTa. S ykpaiiaro
TOPTrOBbIM L|€HTP M TPOBOXY B HEM IMpa3JHUUYHbIE MePOIpUATUs. MHe HpaBUTCA BUJETb, KaK JMl[a
Nrojlelt 3aroparoTCs OT BOJHEHUs, Korja oHu BUsAT CaHTy uau [lacxanbHOTo Kposvka. VX ynbiOKy Tak
3apa3uTe/bHbL

— Yro yroHo, — OTBeyYaro s eid, 3aCTaBJisisi TyObl PaCTSAHYTLCS B Y/IbIOKE.

Tenb GecrokolicTBa ucyesaet c yinija KpucTel

— MHe Hy>KHO, uTOOBI ThI CETO/[HSI BeuepoM ropaboTara.

51 3amupar0 ¥ OKW/bIBalO B3IVISIAOM CBOM Hapsifi. S$1 BCé elé ofieTa Kak OAWH U3 MajeHbKUX
nomoiHUKOB CaHTbl. CBoM J/F0OMMBIM KOCTIOM S CIIMJIa Cama, TaK KaKk He CMOIJIa HalTW HUUYero
TIOAXOASILEr0 MHe IO pa3Mepy, B HEM s UyBCTByHO cebsi cyrmep mpa3aHuuHOo. Ho MHe mouemy-To
Ka)KeTCsl, UTO MO KOCTIOM He MOAONAET AJisi Toro, uero xoueT Kpucra.

— MHe, HaBepHOe, HaZlo cOeratb ZIOMOI TIepeo/ieThCsi? Y MeHs ellg eCTb BpeMsi?

— Hert, MHe Hy>kHO, uTOOBI ThI TTO1IV1a TaK. [1o KpaiiHeli Mepe, Tako¥ ObLT 3aTpocC.

— 3anpoc? — cripaumBsato . UHTepeCcHo, 4TO BCE 3TO 3HAUUT?

— [Ma, 3anpoc. Ha Tebst 1 uMeHHO B 3TOM KocTioMe. Ha po>k/ie CTBEHCKYIO BeUepUHKY.

— Ox, — GopMouy s ¥ UyBCTBYIO, KaK BOJIHEHHe HauuMHaeT Oyp/iuTh BHYTPU MeHs. UEpPT, 3HAUUT,
MHe eIl§ He HY)KHO BO3BpalaThCsi IOMOM. f1 CMOT'y TTOMTH Ha pO’K/ie CTBEHCKYIO BeueprHKY. BonHeHue
OT CYaCThsl HAUMHAET BO MHe IIMTIeTh OT MepPCIeKTUBbI TOTO, UTO s Oyly UTO-TO /lesiaTh, a He Ba/IAThCS B
TIOCTe/U Cropasi OT XaJoCTU K camoii cebe. — MeHsI TOUHO TTOTTPOCUIIN JTUUHO?

Kpucra ynbibaeTcsi U KUBaeT.

MomxHO OBITh, 51 TpOU3Be/Ia Ha KOTO-TO XOpolllee BieyarieHue, eC/Iu OHU XOTSIT, UTOObI s TIpUlivia
Ha UX POXK/le CTBEHCKYIO BeueprHKY. VIHTepeCHO, st Oy/ly Kak roCTb, WX )Ke BCE-TaKu Kak pabOTHUK.

— Yro mHe Hazio OyzeT fenars?

— OH He cka3zan. [IpocTo eMy HY)KHO, UTOObI Thl Obla B 3TOM KOCTHOMe TomoliHuka CaHTa
Knayca.

51 B3BOJIHOBaHHO XJ/IOTAl0 B JIaJIOLM, HO Y KpUCTBI, TOX0XKe, HET MOero SHTy3uasMma.

— IMoyemy TbI roBOpUILL 00 3TOM TaK MpauHO? 3BYUUT BeceJio!

OHa KauaeT rojioBOM, BCTaéT M3-3a CTOJIAa U TOAXOAUT KO MHe, — BeuepuHKa OyfeT B 0COOHsKe
Hukonaca Jlanra.

OTO HOBOCTh 3acTaB/isieT MeHsi HEMHOTO TpH3a/lyMaThCs, HO He TIOTOMY, uTO s Oorock. MHe
no6onbITHO. OueHb MHOO0MBITHO. f c/bimana 06 3ToM My)KUMHe MHOTO pa3HbiX CiyxoB. OH BrazieeT
5TUM TOPIOBBIM L[EHTPOM U €eIllf MHOXXeCTBOM MeCT, M0 KpaliHeil Mepe, Tak roBopsar. Ho To, 4To oH
B/1aiesiel] TOProBOro LieHTPa — 3TO TOYHO. U el§ MHe 1oueMy-TO Ka)KeTCsl, UTO Y Hero He OfIiH OH.

— $1 He gymaria, UTO KOMY-TO pa3pellieHo ObITh B €ro JjoMe.

OTO el OWH CJ1yX, KOTOPBIN $1 C/bIllaza BMECTe C TeM, YTO OH HUKOT/|a He MOKUAeT CBOU 10M U
HUKOT/Ia HUKOTO B Hero He BycKaeT. JItoau BooOire roBoOpsAT pa3Hoe 0 HEM. HampumMep, uTo OH 371041 U
33/lyMUMBbI U MHE WHTEpPeCHO, TipaBa /M 3T0. MHe Tak)Xe MHTepeCHO, CMOTY JIi 51 3aCTaBUThb €ro
YIBIOATHCSI.

OTO 3ByUMT, KaK BbI30B U MHE 3TO HPAaBUTCS.

— ¢ mpopaboTana 37ech NATh JIeT U HUKOTZA ero He BUjena. 51 Takke HUKOT/A He ToJydana OT
Hero MUCeM... [I0 CerOAHSIIHEr0 JHSI.

— Tak 3To ke 3aMeuaTesibHO, — Y/TbIOAIOCH S1.

— EcTb emg koe-uTo, 0 4éM s X0Tesia C ToO0M MoroBopuTh, — KpucTa npuKMMaeT PyKU K TPYIU.
OHa MOCTOSIHHO JlelaeT Tak, Korja BoJHyeTCs. — ['OBOPSIT, UTO OH 3aKpbIBaeT TOPrOBbIM LIEHT].



A 3a/pIXatoCh OT eé CJI0B. 3aKPbITh TOPTrOBbIM L[eHTP? MHe HpaBUTCS 3TO MeCTO. fI He ymato, uTo
Korj/la-HUOY/[b CMOT'Y HallTU TaKyto pabOTy Kak 3Ta, Ijle MOTY JJapUTh JIHOJSM pajoCcTh U cMeX. MHe
HY)KHa 3Ta paborTa.

Korzma mama ymepsia fiBa rofia Hasaj, s Obula moTepsiHa U OJWHOKA. Korza ke s mosyuusia 3Ty
paboTy, TO BHOBb CTasia yIbI0aThCsl U X0UY, UTOObI Ipyrre yibi0airch TOXe.

— TbI x0ouelib, yTOOBI 5 TIOTBITa/IaCh TIOTOBOPUTHL C HUM? — cripaiimBato s Kpucry.

B nmtobom cnydae st caesaro 3TO0. S He T0O3BOJII0 €My 3aKPbITh TOPTrOBbIN 11eHTP. K ToMy ke 371eCh
paboTaeT Tak MHOTO Jto/leli. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MbI BCe 3/IeCh CTak OJJHOU OOJIbIIION CeMbEH.

— Kpucrmac, — B3gpixaeT Kpucrta, 6ecrioMmorliHo onyckasi pyku. — Yept! 1 uyBcTBytO cebs Tak,
CJIOBHO TIOChUIAK0 ATHEHKA K TUTPY.

51 xmMypro OpOBU B 3aMelliaTe/IbCTBE.

Kpucra ke KauaeT roji0BON.

— Bce 3aech o6t Tebsi, Kpuctmac. Thl CZIOBHO TVIOTOK CBEXKero Bo3jyxa. JIroau 6T TBOHO
n0OpOTY U HEBUHHOCTb...

51 ywyBCTBYIO, KaK HauUMHAK0 KpacHeTh OT eé CJI0B.

— W oH nipocun KOHKPeTHO UMeHHO TebOsi. OH... XoueT UMeHHO Tebsl.

Mow 1iéku nbi1atoT. HeT, 3Toro He MoxkeT ObITh. OH /1aXke He 3HaeT MeHsI.

— 5 He pymaro 4ro...

Kpucra rnepeOGuBaeT MeHs..

— Buguub? Tel eliCTBUTe/IbHO HaUBHAs U HEBUHHAS.

— Tak, 4To ThI X0Uelllb 3TUM CKa3arh?

— IIpocto Gygp ocTOpo)KHA U eciu Tebe BBIMAJIeT Takas BO3MOXKHOCTb, MOXXET, Thl CMOXKelllb
IIOFOBOPUTH C HUM O COXpPaHeHUY TOProBOr0 L{eHTpa.

$1 cHEMaro CBOIO KYPTKY CO CIIMHKU CTY/Ia U 3a0Mparo KOPOOKY € TiedeHbeM.

— $1 BCE noHs1a,— OTBeyaro 5 el, BHe3arHO MOYyBCTBOBAB, UTO Yy MeHS MOSIBUJIACH LieJlb.

51 xouy cnacmu mop2o8biil yeHmp u 8ce Oyoyujue poio0ecmeeHCKuUe NPa3oOHUKU.

I'naBa 2.

Hukosac.

Korza s To/bKO 3ajyMasl 3Ty BeuepUHKY HeCKO/IbKO HeJe/lb Ha3aj, U 3allyCTU/I MeXaHU3M I10 eé
BOIUIOLLEHUIO, TO OUYeHb HepBHUYAJI [ymMas, UTO HUKTO Ha Heé He NMPUZET. Yero g HUKaK He 0XKujasl Tak
3TO TOT0, UTO OOMBIIMHCTBO JIIOZeM WHTepecyeTcsli MHOMW, W TOBOJ, IOMAacTb KO MHe JOMOU, ObLT
BCTpeueH MU Ha «ypa». Moii MOMOIIHUK Puuaps npuriaiiian Bcex noApsj U ObuT yBepeH, UTo siBKa Ha
MO0 POXK/le CTBEHCKYIO BeUepUHKY Oy/IeT BbICOKOIA.

Moii 0COOHSIK pacriosio)keH Ha XoJiMe TOCpeau Jieca, HeJaleko OT Topoja, UTO [I0CTaTOUHO
6/113K0, /1711 TOro uToOBI OBICTPO AOOpPATHCS 0 HETO, B C/Tydae BOSHUKHOBEHMSI CPOUHBIX fiesl. Ho Beé-
TaKU s TIPe/INIOUMTal0 yeZIMHeHWe U JIt00JII0 pellaTh Bce Mpob/ieMbl, He BBIXOS U3 IoMa.

Moii Tpex3TaXKHbIN 0COOHSK PO CKOIIb [Ijisi MeHs OfHOr0. BooOitie-To, 3To cTapbiii 3aMOK, KOTODBIi
MOSsI CeMbs TTIOCTPOUJIa He CKOJIBKO MOKOJIeHuH Hasaz. Ho ceiiuac s )KvMBy B HEM OJjMH, HE CUMTAasi MOero
nepcoHana. O6cmyxuBaHue 0COOHsIKAa TpeOyeT C/MIIKOM MHOTO CWJI, TIO3TOMY s Pa3Zie/iuj ero Ha /iBe
YyacTH.

S1 monB3yrCh TOMBKO OJHUM KDbUIOM OCOOHSIKA, a OCTajbHas 4acTb 3akpbiTa. Ho mocniemHue
HeCKOJIbKO HeZiesib BCe KOMHAaThl B OCOOHsSIKe ObUTM OTKDBIThI, BK/IHOUasi OasbHbIN 3am U OO/bILON
OankoH. Puuaps fgake HaHSI CrelUagbHYO TPYNNy CHelUaJydcTOB, KOTOpasi yKpacuia B
POXKZie CTBEHCKOM CTHJ/Ie BCe KOMHATBhI.

Yepe3 kamepbl HabMo/leHUs B MOEM KabOuHeTe sl BUXKY, UTO &7KW CTOST B KaXk[0W KOMHare U
KaKJasi UX BeTBb yKpallleHa. B o01iem, B 0COOHsIKe He 0CTa/lioCh HU OJJHOTO YroJiKa, KOTOPhIA Obl He
BOCCO3/IaBasl Mpa3/[HUYHOe HaCTPOeHue, U s I0/DKeH MpU3HaTh, UTO 3TO MOX0)Ke Ha CoH. Kak Oyaro



3UMHUM 3aMOK OXKWJI, U 1 MOT'Y TOJIBKO HaZIeIThCSl, UYTO 3TOr0 OKaXKeTCs 10CTaTOUHO.

Tuxuii CTyK B JBepb OTBJIeKaeT MeHsI OT MOMX MbIC/Iel, U s IOBOpPaYMBaloCh K /IBepu. Puyap/
BXOJJUT B KAOMHET U 3aKphiBaeT 3a co00ii /[Bepb, CJIOBHO OTpe3asi MeHs OT BHEIIHero Mupa.

— Mucrep JlaitT. Mucc Yunrep yxe B myTd. OHa I0/DKHA OBITH 376 Ch uepe3 MSTHA/[1[aTh MUHYT.

OH ynbibaeTcsi MHe, U s1 KUBKOM 0Osiaroziapto ero 3a TO, UTO OH MPOC/eANI 3a 3TUM. Pudapz Obit
TIPaBOl PYKOM MOero OTlia, a KOTZa Mocje ero CMepTU KOMIIaHus Tiepeliyia KO MHe, cTan paboTarb Ha
MeHs1. Most Mama ymepsia TIOUTH Cpasy, [oCJ/e TOro Kak s MOSIBUICS Ha CBeT U OTeLl| BbIpaCTU/I MeHs
camocTosiTesibHO. OH ObUT OOPBIM M OT3BIBUMBLIM UeJIOBEKOM, /laXke He CMOTpPSl Ha TO, UTO TIOYTH
Bcerga Obl 3aHAT paboToii. OH Opan MeHsi ¢ cob6oi Ha paboTy MOUTH KaXK/plii IeHb U s, TIOMOTasi eMy,
YUMJ/ICSl Y Hero Kak ymnpaeisaTb umrnepueid Light. TlosTomy, korma oH ymep HeCKOJIBKO JieT Haszaf, AJis
KOMITIaHUH Mepexo/; K HOBOW B/IaCTH, MO€eH BJIaCTH, MPOLLET JIETKO.

Y MeHs ecTb TpUALIATh TOProBbIX L|eHTPOB IO BceM CoeAuHEHHBbIM lllTataM W HaACTOIBKO
OTPOMHBIN CITUCOK HEJIBUKUMOCTH, UTO /la’kKe MHe MPUJETCS MOMCKaTh B HEM TO, Yero y MeHs1 HeT. [a,
51 TIOJTyYmJI 110 HaC/1IeICTBY Le/ioe COCTOsSIHWE, HO MHE yIa/loCh YBEJIMUUThL ero B HeCKOJIBKO pa3 3a Bpems
paboThl reHepa/ibHbIM JUPeKTOpoM. He Obu1o HUYero, yero Obl 1 HU JOCTUT, KOTAA [IeI0 Kacaaoch
paboThI, HO BCE yKe MOsI KH3Hb SIBJ/ISIETCSI HETIOJTHOM.

EMHCTBEHHOe, Yero MHe He XBaTaeT, TaK 3TO HacjefHUKa. PebEHKa, KOTOPOMY s MOTY Tiepe/iaTh
CBOIO MMITIEpHIO, ¥ KOTOPBIN co3zaacT Oyayiree ast «Light Corporation». $I 3apaboTan JoCTaTOUYHO JiEHeET,
YTOOBI C IIIMKOM MPOXKUTh XOTh CTO YKM3HEW, HO 3TO HUUero He OyneT 3HaUUTh, Koraa st ympy. Hacnenue
JlaiT Torma yMpET BMecTe co MHOM. $1 HUKOrZa He 3a0yly C/0B OTIja, KOrjja Ziepykaa ero 3a pykKy Ha
cmepTHOM ofipe. Torjja oH cKa3asi MHe, UTO MHe HY)XeH peOEHOK [ijisl IPOJI0/KEeHUsI Halllero pofia u 6e3
Hero, BeChb Halll TPYZ, IPOCTO HarlpaceH.

51 nyman 06 3TOM ThICSUY pa3 U IJlaHUPOBas pa3Hble ciieHapuu. CHavasa s TIJIaHUPOBaJl KEHUTHCS
Ha KOM-TO, KOTo Obl BeiOpan Puuaps U3 crucKa roTeHI[MaabHbIX KOHKYPeHTOB. TakuMm oOpa3om, si Obl
o0be[UHU Halll OM3HeC, U Ha TOT MOMEHT MHe Ka3a0Ch 3TO Xopollei ujeeii. Ho moTom s riepeaymanr.
[ToToMy UTO He XOTeJl }KeHUThCSI, He UCTIBIThIBast TFOOBU U CTpacTH. Sl HUKOT/A He 3Ha/l MaMy, HO BUIE/
JIMLIO OTLAa, KOrja OH roBopu/i O Hel. OHO CBETWU/IOCh MPU BOCIIOMUHAHUU O Heu. U, 4yépt BO3bMH, 5
xouy, 4To0 U y MeHs ObI10 Tak >xe. UeCTHO TOBOPS, 51 He 3HaJl, UTO U KakK HY)KHO CJie/iaTh AJisi 9TOT0, HO
Puuapy cka3asa MHe, UTO 51 Cpa3y MOYYBCTBYIO, KOT/]a YBUJKY CBOIO JKEHIMHY. TaK ke Kak U MOM OTeL].

S1 MyXurHa, KOTOpbIi He BBIXOAWUT CJIMIIKOM MHOTO W3 [IOMa, MO3TOMY MOW BapUaHThI ObUTH
JIOBOJILHO OrpaHvueHHbl. HO s xoTes1 HEMHOroO INOBpeMeHUTb, MpeXZe 4YeM >KEeHWUTbCS Ha TOH, [/
KOTOpPOU ObUTH Obl Ba’KHBI MOU ZIEHbI'M U CTATYC, a He s caM. Tak uTo s pelli/l HEMHOTO MO/I0XK/[aTh.

U BOT HeCKOJILKO Hejleslb Ha3a/l, MPOBO/isi OOBIUHYIO TIPOBEPKY CBOUX MPETIPUSITUM, s 3aMeTUI eé.
Ona ykpauana K Poxxzie CTBy LieHTpa/ibHYIO T/I01Ia b TOproeoro neHtpa «Mallof Light».

51 momHIO, Kak eé OelloKypble JIOKOHBI CKOJIb3HYIM TI0 CIIMHe, KOTr[ja OHa MOTSHY/Iach, YTOOBI
TIOBEeCUTD 3Be3/ly Ha OrpOMHOM eniu. 1 ObLT Tak MopaXkéH eé KpacoTOM, UTO COBCEM He TIOHUMaJ, UTO
Jiesiaro, Korja ctaa o0BoguTh eé 0bpa3 masblieM Ha XOJIOMHOM 3KpaHe MOHUTOpa Iepejio MHOU. B ToT
MOMEHT $I XOTesl TIPOCKO/Ib3HYTh Uepe3 KaMepy U 3aK/IHOUUTh eé B CBOU 00bsATUS. f HUKOTJA He BUAEN
CTOJIb KPaCUBYIO Y HEBMHHYIO JleBYyIIKY. ['0Criony, OHa BhIIVIsZE/a, CJIOBHO aHTesl U 51 TYT JKe TIOHSUT UTo,
BO uTo OBl TO HU CTajio, OHa JO/DKHA CTaTh Moel. [leByilka Obla ofieTa B KOCTHOM 3iib(a, U 4,
Habsroziast 3a Hell BeCh JieHb, BUIe/I, KakK OHa y/abi0aeTcs. S mepek/rouascsi C KaMmepbl Ha Kamepy Tpu
Ka)KJJOM e€ NBIDKeHUH, UTOObI yullle eé pacCMOTpeTb. K KOHITY JHS, 51 y)Ke ObLT TTOJIHOCTBIO OfIepXKUM
€10, U MHe TIPUIIVIOCh TTI03BOHUTHL Puuapay, uTobbl y3HaTh, KTO e OHa Takas. Puuap GeicTpo cobpan
Ha Heé BCHO UH(OpMalMI0, KOTOPYIO CMOT HaWTU U y)XKe uepe3 4ac Ha MOEM CToJie Jie)Kaso TOHoe
nocke Ha [JeByllKY. §1 ynbiOHysCsl, Korga mpouuTan, Kak eé 30ByT. Kpuctmac Yunrtep. CHauana s
ToflymMasi, UTO 3TO Kakas-TO IiyTka. Ho moToM, BCIIOMHU/ eé yIbIOKYy U pyMsiHble ILEUKU, KOTOpbIe
BIOJIHE MOT/IK Obl pacTONMUThL U CeBepHBIN MOJIIOC U TIOHST, UYTO 3TO UMS HU/iea/IbHO el MOAXOIUT.



51 HUKOrZa He CJIbIIA e€ rojioca, HO BCE ke ObLT yBepeH, UTO OHa OueHb /o0pas. 1 HUKOrza He
YyBCTBOBAJ/ €€ MPUKOCHOBEHUM, HO ObUI YBEPEH, UTO OHU HEXKHBIE U CIaJKHe. SI HUKOIa He 1ie/I0Bajl
eé ryb, HO ObUT yBepeH, uTo OHa Ta camasi. OHa OyneT MaTepbi0 MOMX Hac/IeIHUKOB U MOel >KeHou. S
ObIT HACTO/ILKO B 3TOM yOeXK/I€H, UTO OpraHW30Bajia 3Ty BeUEPUHKY, /i TOTO UTOObI OHA OKa3asach
3/1eChb.

— BbI rOTOBBI, C3p? — CHpallBaeT MeHs1 Puuap/, BEITPSIXHMBasi MeHs1 U3 MbIcjieii o KpucTmac.

— [Ia. 51 gymaro, fa. S C/IMIIKOM [JIOITO KA/, — OTBEYaro st eMy, BCTaBasi U3 CBOero ymoOHOro
Kpecjia U TOMpaB/sis rajcTykK. PUuap/, BbIXOOUT W3 KaOWHeTa, U s BBIXOXKY BCJIeJl 32 HUM, s I10
KOpU/Iopy K OanbHOMY 3a/y ocoOHsika. S Aymaro TOMBKO O TOM, UTO OyleT, Korja s YBUXKY e€ B
peayibHOM >XM3HU. S MHOTO pa3 3a/1aBajiCsl BOIIPOCOM, MOJKET JI MPOCTasi KaMepa OTPa3uTh UCTUHHYIO
Kpacorty. [ToueMy-ToO MHe Ka)KeTCsl, UTO HeT.

Mbl ¢ PuuapzioM MpoAo/DKaeM WATU MO JIMHHOMY KOPHAOPY K OIPOMHOM JieCTHMIE. Puuapy
OTXOIUT B CTOPOHY, a s HAIpaB/siiOCh MPSAMO K MUKPO(MOHY. YBU/IEB MEHSI, MOU FOCTH COOHPAIOTCS Y
OCHOBAHMSI JIe CTHHIIBL

— To6po 1o’KaoBaTh, — HAUMHAO s, IPoCcMaTpuBast Tojmy. — Cracbo BceM, UTO MIPUHSIIA MOE
TIpUT/IAllIeHe W TIPUIIUTA CEeTOfHSI BeuepoM. $ 3Hato, UTO 3TO He COBCEM TO, UTO s JieJiajl Mo C/e/IHre
rOJbl, HO MOM OTel] TF00M/T BeUepUHKU U BCET/a MPHUBETCTBOBA/ BCeX B HallleM sioMe. CerofiHs Beuepom
s X0uy BO300HOBUTB TPa/IUIMIO, KOTOPYIO 3a/I0KHJ/I MOH oTerl. YeCTHO TOBODS, s ¥ He TIpa3AHoBas Oe3
HETO Mpa3AHUKU BCe 3TH TOfIblL.

JItofickoe MOpe MOJTUMT, HO s BHDKY, UTO BCE CMOTPSAT Ha MeHs, KOIla s TOBOPIO O CBoel
3aMKHYTOCTU. §1 MPOAO/DKAr0 CMOTPETh Ha TOJIY W 3aMeuar0 JIETKOe JBVDKEeHUeE, KOTZa HeCKOJIBKO
YeJI0BEK PACCTYIAIOTCS Tiepefi KeM-TO, HO He MOTY YBH/IETh KTO 3TO.

— Ho ceiiuac BCé W3MeHW/IOCH. §1 TIOHSI, UTO HU OAWH UeJIOBEK He SIB/SIeTCS OCTPOBOM, JaKe
eCJ/I OH XOPOIIIO YKpallieH.

Tonria cMe€Tcs ¥ MHe TIPeTIOAHOCAT OOKaJI IIaMTIaHCKOTO.

— Toct, — mpomo/pKaro s, ToAHUMasi O0Kan BBepX. — Terephb [/Isi MeHsS CamMoOe Ba)kKHOe C
CEerofiHsIIHETO JHS, 3T0 PoXKe CTBo.

Korzma s MpoOW3HOINY TMOC/eAHUE CJI0Ba, TO WMEH B BUAY [IEBYIIKY, O KOTODOW MeuTaj 3TH
HeCKOJILKO HeJle/lb U TYT JKe 3aMeuaro eé sipKo- 3eJIEHbIe I1a3a, CMOTpSIIHe MpsiMo Ha MeHs. §1 Jearo
IJIOTOK IIAMITAHCKOTO, He pa3pylliasi 3pUTe/IbHOr0 KOHTAKTa C HEI0, M TYT K€ TOJra MOBTOPSeT MO
CJIOBa.

— 3a PoxpgecTtBo!

OHM fa)Ke TIOHSITUSI He MMEIOT, HACKOJIbKO CHMJIbHBI M TIPABJUBBLI 3TU CJIOBA, KOTZJA s CMOTPIO Ha
JIeBYIIIKY, KOTOpAst TOJIbKO UTO CTajia MOEH.

I'naga 3.

Kpuctmac.

S1 uyBCTBYIO, KaK KpaCHel0, KOIrjja CMOTPIO Ha CaMOIr0 KPacCHBOI'O MY)KUMHY, KOTOPOIO s KOIja-
nubo BUZe/a B CBOEH >KU3HH. /pIXaHHe B TPYAU 3aMMPAET, KOrJa s BCTPEUAlCh C ero YEPHBbIMU, KaK
HOYb IV1a3aMM. §1 HMKOTZA He MpejcTaBisAaa cebe, Kak BBIVIUT MUCTep JIalT, HO Terephb ITOHUMAIO,
TIOUEMY JIFO[M HAXO[AT €ro IMyralroinpM. EJUHCTBEHHOE, UTO MHE Ka)KeTCsd MSTKUM B HEM, TaK 3TO
YIbIOKA, KOTOPYIO OH Ceiyac JapuT MHE.

OH omeT B Y€pHOe, UTO COOTBETCTBYET ero TEMHBIM BOJIOCAaM M I7la3aM, W BBIVISJUT OUYEHb
BHYIIMTE/IbHO. §1 Zie/1ato poOKUii 1ar K HeMy HaBCTpeuy Kak MOTBUIEK, JIETSIMI Ha IJ1aMs, HO KTO-TO
BCTAéT mepejo MHOH W s OOJIbIIe He BMXKY 3TOr0 TEMHOIO KpacaBlja. S 00X0)Ky BOKPYI MY>KUHHBI,
KOTOPBIN BCTal

nepeso MHOM, HO MucTep JIaUT yxe yién. $I ocMaTpuBaio 3aj MbITAsCh HAWTH €ro, HO B 3TOM
JIFOJICKOM MOp€ CZieJlaTh 3TO JIOBOJILHO TPYAHO. K TOMY >Ke MouTH BCe B 3aJie Bblllle MeHs. JKeHIIMHBI Ha



KabJ/TyKax 3aCTaB/IsIIOT MeHsI YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 1eHiCTBUTEIbHO HACTOSIIMM MalIeHbKUM 3/1b(oM.

$1 yyBCTBYIO pa3ouapoBaHHe OTTOTrO, UTO OH YIIEJ, HO IJle-TO B INIyOMHe AYIIM, HaJlekoCh, UTO OH
BEPHETCH.

OdumadT ¢ OoKaaMH IIAMITAHCKOTO OCTaHAB/IMBAeTCs Mepeio MHOM, UTOOBI TpeyIoKUTh MHe
OZIVH, HO 51 0TKAa3bIBalOCh, XOTS YKpallleHHbIe O0Ka/lbl BBIIVIAAAT TTPa3JHUYHO.

3an KpacuBo odopM/ieH C Tiofa [0 TMOTOoNKa. Bcé B HEM IOxo)ke Ha 3MMHIOK CTpaHy 4yzec.
ITpekpacHo. NeanbHo. S ObI X0Te/a IPOCHYTLCS B TaKOM ZioMe Ha PoxxzecTBo. Bcé BHyTpu 3ana ObUIO
TIOX0XKe Ha TO, Kak OyaTo Pok/ie cTBeHCKasi CKa3Ka 0)KHBaeT.

— Pa3Be Tebe 37ech He HpaBUTCS, KpacaBuija? Tbhl yBepeHa, UTO He Xouelllb OOKaJBIMK
BKYCHEHIIIero ZI0pororo IamraHcKoro? — obpalraeTcss Ko MHe MY)KUMHA, KOTOPBIM /10 3TOr0 BCTasl
nepezio MHOM. OH TTOAMUTHBAET MHe, Jiep>Ka B PyKax 00KaJI IaMITaHCKOTO.

— Her, cnacu6o. MHe Henb3si. S Ha pabore, — mpu3Hatoch 5. f aAymaro, uto paboTaro.
Bo3morkHo. YeprT, g Jake MOHATUA He UMEI0, UTO J0J/DKHA 3/eChb Jie/arh.

$1 6bly1a HEMHOTO TTOTPsSICeHA KOT/Ia, BbIM/ISI U3 TOProBOro 1leHTpa, 0OHapy)Ku/ia, UTO MeHs 0XKHaeT
MallliHa, KOTopasi /Jo/KHA ObUla OTBe3TH MeHs Ha BeuepuHKY MucTepa Jlaiita. U s 6iarogapHa emy 3a
3TO, TIOTOMY UTO HAaKOHEII-TO TIOIIE/ CHET, M IIIMHbLI Ha MOeld MalllMHe He BblJep)Kaiu Obl 1ogbémMa Ha
ropy.

My>KurHa PUCBUCTHYI, MPEXE YeM C/ie/IaTh >KaJHbIM TJIOTOK IIAMITaHCKOTO.

S1 mouyBcTBOBAIa CeOs PSIOM C HUM KaK-TO HEJIOBKO, TTIOTOMY UTO He 3Halo, Kak MHe ce0si BeCTH.
Boo0i1ie-To s pUBLIK/IA ObITH PSZIOM C I€TbMH.

— He xouelllb 66ITh HEMHOT'O HEIOCYIIHOW Ha PoykJeCcTBO? — IMOAMUTHBaeT OH MHe CHOBA.

51 ornsiAbIBAFOCH BOKPYT, UTOOBI TIOCMOTPETD YCJ/IBIIIIA JIU elljé KTO-HUOY/b ero TpyObie C/10Ba B MOM
azipec. My)KurHa ke HaK/IOHSIeTCS KO MHe HeMHOro OOJbIlle ¥ ero TPUTOPHBINA O/|eKOJIOH HAaIloJTHSeT
MOU

nérkue. 5 oTcTymaro Ha3a/, MOYTU CIIOTHIKAsICh O CBOM COOCTBEHHbIE HOTH.

— W3BunmTe. 51 CKOpPO BEepHYCh, — ITpoOOpMOTasa s ¥ pBaHy/a Tak ObICTPO OT Hero, Kak TOJIbKO
MOI7Ia, TTPOOMPasiCh K TUTAHTCKOM &71Ke B LIeHTpe 3asa. $1 xouy CKpBIThCS OT Hero, a &1Ka ZI0BOJBHO
xopolmi Kamybaspk. U erig st ayBCTBYIO ce0si HEMHOTO HEYMeCTHO PSiZIOM CO BCEMU 3TUMH JTHOIbMU,
KOTOpbIe OZIEThI B BEUEpDHUE Hapsbl, a s, KaKeTCs, e[JUHCTBeHHas KTO ofleTa B POXK/eCTBEHCKUU
KOCTIOM. JItoAy CMOTPST Ha MeHs, U s Iapi0 UM SIPKYIO V/IBIOKY, TIbITasiCb 3aMaCKHPOBaTh TO, Kak
HEeJIOBKO cebsi UyBCTBYIO Ha camMoOM Jiefie. BOT Toraa-To s ¥ 3aMeuard MUJIOTO Ma/IeHBKOTO MajBIMKa
TIBITAIOITIETOCS [IOCTaTh cebe UTO-HUOYB MMOECTh C AJIMHHOTO IBEJICKOTO CTOJIa U BCTAl0 PSZIOM C HUM
Ha KoJsieH!. [I]EuKKU MaJsibilia HaJyIUCh, TIOKA OH CUJIMTCA Ha HOCOYKax JOTAHYThbCA [0 CTO/la U MHe
TIPUXOAUTCS CKPBITh YIBIOKY. f mouemMy-TO yBepeHa, UTO OH He xoueT ObITh 3/lech. K TOMy ke s He
BU/IeJIa IPYTUX JeTeld KpoMe Hero.

— Mory g noMoub BaM, MOJIOZIOW UeJIOBEK? — CIIpAaIlMBalo 5 €ro, 3aCTap/isisi TOCMOTPeTh Ha MEHS.
JIuilo MajBIMKa 03apsieTCsl TUTAaHTCKOM YIBIOKOM M ero IJa3a 3aroparoTcsi, Korja OH 3aMeuaeT MOU
Haps/,.

— ToI HacTOSILIMM 3/bG? — CHpallMBaeT OH, TTPOTSATHUBast PYKY, YTOObI KOCHYTHCSI MOUX VILIeH, U 51
B OTBET CMEHOCh.

— Hy, g aymato, To/ibKO y 3/b(OB eCcTh Takue yi. Pa3Be HeT? — OTBedaro si eMy, KacasiCh
KOHUMKA ero Hoca nasbliemM. OH 3axvXxuKail.

— § mpunwia crofia ceroiHs Beuepom, 4ToObl YBU/IeTh Te0s, — TIpOoIlerTasia i, HaKJIOHSISICh OJHKe
K Hemy, Kak OyJITO TOJIbKO UTO pacKpblla CeKpeT.

— MeHs1? — PpaZIoOCTHO BUIKHUT OH, 3aCTaB/sAsd MeHs el Impe YabIOHYTbCA. OH Takoi
YEPTOBCKHUU MUJIBIM.

T'ocroau, Kak Obl 51 X0Tesa, UTOObI BMECTO BCeX 3THX B3POC/IbIX rocTel ObUTH ofHYU JeTH. Torga Obl



s IeMCTBUTEJIbHO ChIrpasia /Jisi HUX NOMOIIHKKa CaHThl, C/le/laB UX CUaCT/IUBbIMH.

— $1 He xouy, 4TOOBI THI BOMIHOBAJICS O TOM, uTo CaHTa TPOIYCTUT TBOMW [JOM U He TIPUHECET
TOJIAPOK, TTOTOMY uTO Tebst TaMm HeT. S obelrjato, OH NMPUAET K Tebe, KaK TOJBKO Thl TIpUe/iellb, CerofHs
BeuepoM jjomoii. OH He BepHETCSi Ha CeBepHbII MOJIOC, He T0/japyB Tebe MmojapoK.

Marbiiil, pacc/iabuBIIMCh, BbI/IbIXaeT.

— A 4 BOJIHOBaJ/IC YU TOBOPWJI Mame U Tiarie, YTO Mbl He [JOJDKHBI YXO4UTh CerofHs u3 goma. Sl
3Hal0, YTO HAJI0 JIOXKUTHCS TIOpaHbIlle crarhk, uTobbl CaHTa CMOT TIPUITH.

— Ho Tonbko He ceroaHs. BoT mouemy s 31eck. Y Tebsi OygeT Bce, UTO ThI 3aXOuelllb CErofHs
BeUepoM, U Jlake He COMHEBaWCsl B 3TOM HU CeKyH/bl. [laxe e Thl NIPUAELL JOMOM YTPOM, TBOU
nofiapku OyayT xzaaThk Tebst Tam.

— IloTpscarolie! — B3BOJIHOBAHHO JielleyeT OH.

— A Tenepb Kak HacuéT Toro 4tobObl s romoryia Tebe coOpaTh Tapenky C BKYCHOCTSMU U MBI
MOJKeM I10eCTh UX Y EJIKH.

— Tak TbI He cobupaellbCst yxoauTh? Thl MOXKEIlb OCTaTbCs?

— §1 e Tebe TOBOpUIIA, UTO TIPUEXasa Cofia pajiu Tebsl.

S1 cobuparo iBe TapesiKu pa3HbIX 3aKYCOK U HeCY UX K JIepeBY, T7ie MbI CaZIUMCS U e/TUM.

— AX, BOT ThI IJI€.

KpacuBas XeHIIMHA B 30/I0TOM IulaTbe MJET K HaM HaBCTpeuy, U s1 yBepeHa, YTO OHa MaTb
MansurKa. [lofoliaist K Ham, OHa YIbI0aeTCsi emy.

— TeITOTOB?
OH BCKaKHBaeT Ha HOTH U, TOBEPHYBILMChH KO MHe, 0OHMMaeT.
— Criu Kperko-Kpernko, — IIeruy s eMy Ha yxo. Ero Mama KvBaeT MHe B 3HaK 0/1arojapHoCTH,

TIpeXk/e yeM B34Th ero 3a PYKy U [IPOBeCTH Yyepes TOJIIY. YKe yepe3 CeKyH/Y s UX Tepsto B TOJIIIe.

MHe KakeTcsl, uTO BCE OO/bIlle /Ito/elt TIPUObIBAaeT 1 B 3ajie CTaHOBUTCS TeCHO. Ho, K cokaneHuto,
s1 OOJIBITIEe He BHXKY CPe/Id HUX JleTel.

[MTogHSBIMCE C T0J1a, 1 6epy TapesKyd M CTaB/Il0 MX Ha CTOJI, He 3Has, YTO MHe Jie/iaTh Jiajbllie.
HemHoOro nogiymas, peltiat0 BEpHYThCS K CBOeMY IMePBOHA4Ya/IbHOMY TJIaHy U HauTHU MucTepa JlauTa.

S MeznsieHHO WY TI0 3ay, ofapuBasi Mojei ynbibkol v noxkenanusimu CuactivBoro PoxkzecTsa.
Ho ckonbKo ObI 1 HU OpoAua 1o 3any, Mmuctepa Jlatita Hurge HeT. MOXeT ObIThb, OH yyKe YITE?

OTbpoCHB 3aTel0 HAMTH X03siMHA OCOOHSIKA, s BBIXOXKY M3 Oa/lbHOTO 3a/la U BWXKY Jie CTHULLY,
Be/IyIIyI0 HaBepX K 0anKoHy. MHe TakK X0ueTCsl IMOAHSIThCS HaBepX.

— Tak TbI yBepeHa, UTO He Xodelllb ObITh CEeroHs Hero CAyIHOMW, KpacaBuila? — pa3faéTcsi TOI0C
1o3au MeHs. $1 o6opaurBarOCh. ITO BCE TOT )K€ MY)KUKWHA, KOTOPBIN TIpec/ie/oBa/l MeHsI paHbllle ¥ OH
yKa3bIBaeT Ha BEHOK 13 OMeJIbl, 110/l KOTOPOU MbI 06a CTOMM.

W nipexkje ueMm 1 MOTY eMy OTBETHUTb, OH CKJIOHSIeTCS K MOeMY PTY.

I'naBa 4.

Hukonac.

B 6u0/1oTeKe s 3HAKOMJTIOCh C He CKOJIbLKUMM M3 Ba)KHBIX TOCTel 110 pekoMeHaruyu Puuapga. OH
CKa3aja MHe, UTO eCJIM S CMOTy OBICTPO TIPOBECTH C HUMM BCTpeuy W TIONPUBETCTBYIO MX, TO TOI/a
CMOTY ZiesiaTh BCE, UTO 3ariaHupoBai. Ho s 3axoTen yiTH cpa3y, Kak TOJILKO BoOIEn B bubamoreky. Ho
BMECTO 3TOr0 MHe MPUIIVIOCh HaTSHYTh Ha JIUI[O YBIOKY U TOTILITaThCsI OBICTPO ITPOBECTH BCTPEUY.

Mseicsib 0 TOM, uTO Kpuctmac B MOEM fJome, a 1 He BUXKY €&, BbI3bIBaeT BO MHE 3/I0CTb U
paszpaxenue. {I HepBHUUAlO.

[Tocne BCcTpeuw, KOTOpasi MHe IMOKa3a/Ji0Chb BeUHOCTBIO, sI OCTABJISII0 TOCTeH C YIbIOKAaMH Ha MX
nuiiax, 1 Pudap/ n0BOMBbHBINA 3TUM, YCIIOKaUBaeTCsl. Y MeHs He ObIIO JKejlaHUs YCTPauBaTh BEUEPUHKY,
HO MHe Hy)KeH ObUT ToBoj, uToObl KpricTmac mpuiiyzia B Mo oM. BeuepuHKa Oblla e JUHCTBEHHBIM
criocoboM, a YK Jajibiiie MHe 0CTaéTCs TOJILKO 3a/ieprKaTh eé 31ech. HaBcer/a.



51 BbIXOKY B KOPUJIOP Y MY K BXOAly B Oa/lbHbIM 3a7. BbICTPO CKaHUPYIO B3MJISOM TOJIMY, HO He
BIKY eé. 5l MpoXoxKy B 3aj1, TZe OpraHu30BaH OOJIBIION CTOJ C 3aKyCKaMU U BUWDXKY UTO, TI0 KpaitHel
Mepe, mosioBuHa rocren 37ecb. Ho Kprctmac cpeiv Hux HeT. UEpT, Kyzia »ke OHa MOIJia YUTH?

E1é oHO OGbICTpOe CKaHWPOBaHKWe TOJITIBI U 51, HAKOHEL], BIXKY e€ y Tlapa/IHOM Jie CTHUILIBL

$1 Mpox0Ky CKBO3b TOJITY U KOTZA 0OMPArOCh /10 Heé, TO BUDKY, UTO HaJl Hell CKJIOHUJICS MY)KUKHa,
yTOOBI MOL]e/10BaTh eé. He pa3mymbiBasi, 51 XBaTaro ero 3a I1ief0 ¥ 0TTaCKUBalo OT Heé.

— UT0 3a Jepb... — IIbITaeTCs OrPbI3HYTHCSA OH, HO €ro CJIoBa MPephIBalOTCSA, KOrja s rPO3HO
CMOTPIO Ha Hero CBepxy BHU3.

— Ox, u3BuHUTe, MUucTep JlauT. f He 3Ha/, 4TO OHA Ballia.

— K10 TBI? — 1nipopbIyat s, FOTOBbIM BLIENUTHCS MY B FOPJIO.

— Kogu. Kogu Cmurt. §1 paboraro y Bac B cdepe OyxraaTepckoro yuéra.

51 noBt0 IBMOXKEHUWE CTIpaBa U BUXKY, Kak Mosiisercss Puuapa. OH 6pocaeT Ha MeHs B3IV, U
oTmnyckaro Koau, mogTONKHY ero B CTOpOHY Puuap/a.

— INo3aboThest 06 3TOM, — phIuY 5, ¥ Puuap/ KrBaeT.

OH mpekpacHO TOoHS, uero s xouy. Tereps 3TOT 3acpaHel; Kogqu Cmut 6osbliie He OyneT paboTarh
B MO€M KOMIaHUH.

K cuacTbio, Mbl He TIDUB/IEK/IA 3TUM WHIIW/IEHTOM MHOTO BHUMaHuUs. 51 Gpocaro rpo3HbIA B3IV
Ha HeCKOJIbKMX 3eBaK, HaO/IOIaBIMX 3a HaMU U OHU, OTBEPHYBILMCh, BO3BPAIIAIOTCS K OOIIEHUIO C
ApyruMu roctaMu. §1 ke pasBopauuBaroCh K KpucTtmac U BUXKY, UTO OHa 3aCThblla Ha MecCTe CO
CTPaHHBIM BbIpa)KeHUeM Jvlia. §1 fesaro K Hell Me/ljIeHHbIN 111ar, UToObl yOeUThCsI, UTO OHA He CUJIbHO
paccTpoeHa. {1, KOHeUHO, He ITOJHOCTBIO OL|eHU/I CUTYaL1I0, KOrZa Cpearuposas, HO MHe T10Ka3aoCh,
YTO OHA He XOTeJa, YTOObI 3TOT MapeHb Tporal eé.

— Thl B IOpsiKe? — CIipallBaro f, U OHa KUBaeT, OIYCTHB IVla3a Ha MO IPY/b.

S He mory c coboil HUUero mofenarb U MPOTITHUBAI0 PYKY, UTOObI KOCHYThCSI e€é pyKu. TyT ke
B3I/ KprcTtmac B3/eTaeT BBepX U BCTpedaeTcsi C MOMM. TéMHO-3e/1EHbIM OMYT e€ I71a3 3aBOpakvBaeT
MeHs1. $1 6bI TOUHO MOT CMOTpeTh Ha HUX BeCh JieHb. E€ cBeT/ible BOOCHI Malal0T MITKUMU BOJTHAMU
BHU3 T10 CIMHe, a Yéjika HeMHOro 3auécaHa Habok. OHa Bcé ellle B CBOEM paboueM KocTioMe 37b(da, B
KOTOPOM BBITVISIIUT TIPOCTO o4apoBaTenbHO. [1o cyTu, si BUfien eé TOJIbKO B HEM, HO MHE XOTeJI0Ch Obl
YBUIETH €€ B IOPOTOM /i3aliHepPCKOM TijiaThe. A el jyullie 6e3 Bcero.

Kpuctmac — JieByIlika, KOTOPYHO MHOTHe MOTU Obl Ha3BaTh «OOJIBIIION JIEBOUKOM», C eé 1epbIMU
u3rubamu u Gosibioi rpyabto. Ho MHe HpaBuTCs B Heit BcE. §1 Ooproch C >KejlaHWEM He OMYCTUTh
B3IVISI/l HA €€ JIeKOJIbTe U COTIPOTUBJISIIOCH CBOUM MBbIC/ISIM, HAaCKOJIbKO Obl OHAa UyBCTBOBA/IOCh MSTKOM,
ec/u Obl 51 TIOTED JIMLIOM TaM, MeXX/y JTO)KOMHKOMW eé rpyau. Moii usieH 00/UT U U3HBIBAaeT OT yKeaHUs
K Hell, HO st UTHOPUPYO ero. [IpsiMo ceityac s xouy ybeauThCs, UTO C Heto BCE B MOPSIZIKe.

— Tbl yBepeHa? — TBITAlOCh 5 Ha)KaTh Ha He& W MpOYeCTb eé MbIC/M. Mosi Gosibiliasi pyka
repervieTaeTcss mnanabliaMu C €8 KPOXOTHOM HEeXHOW PYUKOHW. JTO HeXHOe TPUKOCHOBEHHWe, HO §
KJISTHYCh, UTO UYBCTBYIO Hallle cep/iijeOreHue uepe3 HUX.

— [a, — 1uernueT oHa U Tpouuir@eT ropyao. — [a, cracubo. 1 He XoTesa ycTpauBarh CLieHY, HO
He 3HAar0 3TOrO0 IapHs U JyMalo, UTO OH IMOCTYITU/I TaK, [IOTOMY UTO CJIMIIKOM MHOI'O BBIITUJI.

S1 He comnaceH C HeM, TO3TOMY MOJIYY, MeJi/IEHHO TOTHpas KOHUMKU eé masbleB. HakoHel-To
cObUTaCh OflHA MOSI MeuTa, U 51 YCJIbIan rojoc Kpucrmac, Takoi crnafikuii u MenofuuHbii. Kak Oyaro
aHres Moét a1 MeHs. OHa [JelCTBUTE/IbHO CYLIeCTBO 3a IpeJeiaMyi 3TOr0 MyUpa U MeHs B/IeU8T K Her
emmé 6oblLe.

OHa [1JapUT MHe MSITKYI0 HEe)KHYIO YIbIOKY, U s 3aMeuaro, Kak pyMsiHel| Pacrio/i3aeTcs 1o eé 1jeKaMm.
OHa SIBHO CTeCHSIeTCSl U el He cOoBceM KOM(MOPTHO 37ech. [1o3TOMy g U Xo4y yWTH C Hel OTCroja.
[Mozmanblile OT BCeX 3TUX I71a3 Ty/a, rJe oHa OyzeT ToJbKO MOosi. [ie s CMOTy COCpeZIoOTOUUTHCS TOTBKO Ha
Hell U y Heé He OyleT HUKaKUX UHTepeCOB KpoMe MeHsi. BO3MO)KHO, 3TO U C/ieiaeT MeHsI MyakoM, HO i



xouy eé TonbKo s cebst. $1 xouy, uTOObI BCE eé BHMMaHUe ObLJIO TOMBKO Ha MHe. JTa >KeHIIMHa
CXBaTWJ/a MeHsl 3a siiila, U s Opollly BCE U c/iesiato Tak, Kak OHa XOueT.

— Muctep JlaiiT? — obpalrigeTcst KTO-TO KO MHe T103a/i MeHsl, HO s UTHOPHPYIO YeJloBeKa.

— Tsi enla xoTh uTO-HUOYAB? — CripalMBao s Kpuctmac, >kesnasi yoeUTbCs, UTO OHA He TOJI0HA
o CJ/ie MoHOro paboyero JHSI B TOPrOBOM I[€HTpe.

Kpuctmac cmymmgHHO ynibibaeTcsi U KvBaeT. [IoToM OHa CMOTPUT uepe3 MOE TIJIeu0 Ha MY)KUUHY,
KOTODBIM MbITa/ICS TIPUB/IeUb MOE BHUMAaHHUe.

— §1 aymato, 3TOT TlapeHb X04eT TTOTOBOPUTh C BaMU.

— A s X0y TOBOPHUTB TOJILKO C TOOOM, — OTBeuaro s TIpsiMo.

Sl cnuiKoM Aoro Xzas, uToObl MOrOBOPUTH C HEM, Tak UTO He XOuy TepsSTh HU CeKYH/IbL.

— IIpocture, muctep JlailT, — CHOBa TOBOPUT MY’)KUMHa M03a/d MeHs, HO OH OyaTo ObI
HaZloe/lyiiBasi Myxa, XKYXOKalllasi MHe B yX0, U s CBOOO/IHOM DYKOU Ziesial0 eMy »KeCT HUCUYe3HYTb. JTO
nipeHeOpeXXUTe/IbHO U, HaBepHOe, TPy00, HO MHe TIJIeBaTh.

— He moryu 661 BbI IPONTH B MOM KabuHeT, Mucc YuHTep? §1 xoTes Obl TOTOBOPUTH C BAMU O TOM,
TIoYeMy sl TIONTPOCUJT BaC IPUMUTU CHO/]a CETOfIHS BeUepOM.

M ckopku H0O0MBITCTBA Pa3roparoTcs B eé 11a3ax U Mocjie CeKyH/bl pa3ilyMUil OHa COT/ialliaeTcsl.

— [Ha. Bbuio 6b1 310pOBO.

S tany KpuctMac 3a pyky BBepX I10 Jie CTHULIe To/jajibliie OT TOMbL KaXK/blii 111ar oT IilyMa 1 rama
— 1IIAT TYyAQ, THe 51 Xouy, yToObl oHa Obuta. HaeiviHe co MHOM.

I'naBa 5.

Kpucrtmac.

— Bay, — BOCTOp>KeHHO BOCKJ/IMI[AlO 51 TIPU BXO/le B KabuHeT mucTrepa JlaliTa U Uiy mpsMo K
OrPOMHOMY OKHY, BO3BBILIAIOIIEMYCS 3a ero cTojioM. CHer MyIMCThIMU XJIOMbSIMU T1aJjaeT BOJIHAMU Ha
rOpy, OCBeIIEHHYIO TOJIbKO JIyHOW. ['OpO/CKUX OTHel He BU/IHO W OHU He TOPTST pa3BepHYBIIYHOCS
TIPeKPacHYH0 KapTHUHY 32 OKHOM.

—O3TO OKHO BBIIVIsiZIeNI0 Obl TAKUM KPAaCUBBIM, eC/U Obl BOKPYT HEro BUCe/a THUPJSIH/A, UTOOBI
TIO/ICBEUHBaTh CHET.

— §1 cpenaro 3TO, — TYT >Ke OTBeuaeT MHe MucTep JIauT.

$1 cMOTpIO Ha Hero yepes3 IJIeYO.

OH CTOUT, C/ierka pa3JJBUHYB HOTH U CKPeCTUB PykKU Ha rpyau. OH HabsrofaeT 3a MHOM, HO ero
JIUII0 HeTIPOHUIIAeMOe U 51 He MOTY TMOHATh, 0 YéM OH JIeCTBUTE/ILHO /[yMaeT.

— Baii kabuHeT He yKpallieH, Kak BeCb JJOM, — CMYIIIEHHO TTPOU3HOLLIY 5.

Ero kabuHeT Takoii ke TEMHbIN, KaK U OH. TEMHO-KOPDUYHEBBI CTOJ COOTBETCTBYET IO IIBETY
JlepeBSHHBIM T10/1aM U TaKWUM JKe KHWKHBIM 1IKadaM, pacrioioKUBIIMMCS Y CTEH.

— MoxeT ObITb, Bbl MOT/IM ObI YKpaCUTh €ero [ijisi MeHsl. Bbl 3aMeuare/ibHO yKpalllaeTe TOPTOBbIf
L[EHTP K Ka)KJIOMY TIpa3iHUKY.

[TpocToil KOMILJTUMEHT OT MUCTepa JlaiiTa 3acTaB/isieT MOU ILEKHU «3arOpeThCs».

— Hy, s mymaro, 4TO TOT, KTO OpraHM30BaJ Ballly BeUepUHKY U YKpPacwusl eé, cfienan BCE ropaszio
nydiiie, ueMm .

— Her. {1 He comaceH.

— Ho BCé Tak KpacuMBO, — TbITalOCh BO3Pa3UTh 1.

— 3HaeTe, s HAUMHAI HaXOAUTh BCE OOJbilie U O0Jbilie TIpeKpacHoro B Posk/iecTBe.

51 oTBOXKY B3I7IsI, OT MUCTepa JlaiiTa, MbITasiCh CKPLITh OT HEr0 CBOW MOCTOSIHHO YCHUIUBAIOIIMNCS
pym™msiHell. §1 He 3HalO KaK Yy Hero MoJiy4aeTcsl Tak JIerKO BbI3BaTh €ro y MeHs U el MHe KaXkKeTcsl, UTo
KOrJla OH TOBOPUT O PoxkiecTBe, TO 3TO Oosibille 000 MHe YeM O rMpa3/HuKe. B KOMHare CTaHOBUTCS
TUXO0, U s TIOAI/IAJbIBal0 CKBO3b PeCHULIbI, 3aMeyast, Kak OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHsl.

— BbI 3aKkpbiBaeTe TOProBbifi 1[eHTP? — BBIMAJWBal0 s, He B CUIax CAep)KaTbCs U He 3a/aThb



TJIaBHBIM BOTIPOC, KOTOPBINA MYUYMJI He TOJLKO MeHsl, HO U BCeX KTO paboTas B TOPrOBOM I[€HTpe.

JIutjo muctepa JlaiiTa TyT )Ke MeHSIETCS U OH KaK MHe KaKeTcsi, HeJJOBOJileH MOMM BOTpocoMm. $1
OTyCKalo T0JIOBy U CMOTPIO B MOJ. DMOIL[MM Ha ero Jivile KpacHopeunBee BCAKUX C0B. OH 3aKpoeT
TOProBbIM 1IeHTP. Y BCE ke s He MOTy TIOHSITh moueMy. Sl TOYHO 3Har0, UTO /iejia B TOPTOBOM LIeHTpe
IIUIA XOPOIIo. A Terepb CTOJIBKO Jt0/lelt ToTepsitoT paboTy U s B TOM UMCIIe.

O6uja pa3ropaeTcs B MOeil /iyllie U MHe XOueTcsl 3ariakarb. Ho... TyT s UyBCTByIO ero Taser] Mo/
CBOMM T000POIKOM, U OH TIPUMOAHMMAeT MOE JWI0, TPUCTAJBLHO BCMAaTpuUBasChb B Hero.
B3/[parMBal0 OT HEOXXUJAHHOCTM U TOTO UTO He YCJbllaja KakK OH MOoAolén. Moil poT HEeMHOro
TIPUOTKPBIBAETCSI, KOT/Ia sl BUXKY MATKOCTh Ha ero JIuile.

TakyM OH BBITVIAAUT rOpa3/i0 CUMIaTUYHeN.

[IpUATHBIA U TIPUTATATEIbHBIN apoOMaT CUJILHOTO MY)KUMHBI 00BO/IaKMBaeT MeHsI U MHe 0e3yMHO
XOUeTCsl TPUC/IOHUTHCS K TPy MucTepa JlaiiTa.

— TbI x0uellb, UTOOBI TOPTOBBIM 1[EHTP OCTAJICsA OTKPLIThIM? OH 0CTaHeTCsl OTKPBITHIM. OIHO TBOE
CJIOBO U s He 3aKpOI0 ero, — TBEP/I0 TOBOPUT OH, CKOJIb3sl OO/BIIMM TiajiblieM 10 MOeMy T0A00pPOJKY,
Me/lJIeHHO JIBUTasiCh K ITiee.

— $1 He xouy, uTOOBI OH 3aKPhIBAJICS, — BbIJbIXAIO 5.

— HWcnonHeHo, — OTBeuvaeT OH U OMYCKAaeT PYKY.

51, moBoJIbHAsL €T0 OTBETOM, Y/IbI0AaOCh eMY, ¥ OH BO3BpalllaeT MHe yibiOKy. Ho MHe Ka)keTcsi, OH He
yacTto ynabibaetcs. Ynbibka mucTepa JlaliTa Kakasi-TO HaTsiHyTasi U cKoBaHHas. OHa COBepIliEHHO He
3aTparuBaeT ero JimIo.

— Ho... Tbl MHe TTOHaZIO6UIIILCS 3/leCh. He B TOPrOBOM I1jeHTpe.

— $-s ... — 3aruMHarCh I B CBOUX CJ/IOBaX, He IIOHKUMdsA, UTO OH UMEeT B BUAY. — 51 cetiuac 30eChb.
— HO,Z[I-IépKI/IBa}O g, XO0Td OO0 CHUX II0D He€ 3HdI0O KM H€ IIOHMMAIO, IJId 4ero MeHd IIOINPOCH/IK CroAdd
I[Mprexdarb.

— TbI Hy)KHa MHe TOpa3/io [10Jibllle, UeM TOJILKO Ha cerofgHsi. Ha camom fene s fake oGyctpoust
KOMHary /i/1s1 Te0si, — OTYeKaHW1 MUCTep JIauT.

Ero cioBa BBIIVTM KaKUMU-TO TUIOCKUMH, B HUX He ObLIO 3MoI[uid. KakeTcs, OH He TMPUBBIK
CITpaIMBaTh KOro-TO 0 YéM-TO. Vi MoXkeT ObITh, OH BOOOIIE He MPUBBIK K /TH0/[siM. He 3psi >ke mpo Hero
XOZSIT CITyXH, UYTO OH OTIIe/TbHUK.

Ho TonbKO BOT BeuepwHKAa BHH3Y rOBOpUT 00 obOpatHoM. B obiem, si coBcem pactepsiiach. S
COBEPIIIEHHO He MOry TMOHSTh MUcTepa JlaliTa. B ofuH MOMeHT OH XapyW3MaTUUHbIA U CUACT/IUBBIN, B
JPYrov — 3a/lyMUVBbId U OTCTPAHEHHBIU. Tak 4TO, KAKOW W3 HUX JEeUCTBUTEIHLHO HACTOSILIMNA MUCTED
JIaliT — MHe O4eHb 1 OUeHb XOUeTCsl Y3HaTh.

— Xopol1io, — OTBeYaro s ¥ BUXKY, KakK 1ofobue yibiOKK Bo3BpalliaeTcst K Hemy. M, uépT Bo3bMH,
MHe HpaBUTCS 3To. [lake ciumkoM. TO/MbKO 7jid MeHSI ero yiablOKa OT/IMYaeTcsi OT TOMW, Koraa s
TMIBITAIOCh 3aCTABUTh APYrUX IOl YIbIOHYThCS.

OTo coBceM Apyroe. [Insi MeHs ero ynbibka Kak mobeza. S yBepeHa, UTO HEMHOTHUM Y/aBajoCh
YBULICTH eé.

— Ho 3aBTpa PoxxziecTBO U 1 [J0/DKHA BEPHYTHCH. ..

— Het, — pbIunT OH, nepeOuBasi MeHsi. — TbI Oyzielllb Hy>)kKHa MHe BCIO HOUb, TTIOKa He 3aKOHUMTCS
BeueprHKa. K ToMy ke jopora CKOpO CTaHeT COBCeM TII0X0H, uToObl AoOpaTbest o ropofa. S mpocTo
yBepeH B 3TOM.

— Ho Bamm roct# Kak-To OyayT 100UpaThCs...

— MeHs He BOJIHYIOT Jpyrue.

He 3Hato, mouemy, HO OCJ/Ie ITUX CJIOB § /ieJialo 1ar HaBCTpeuy MUcTepy JIalTy U Kjagy pyKy emy
Ha rPyb. ITO JIOBOJBHO CMeJIbI IIar Jjisi MeHsl, UTOObl BOUTH B €ro JMYHOe MPOCTPAHCTBO, HO UTO-TO
B HEM MPUTATMBAeT MeHs Kak MarHur. 1 He MOT'y KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh CBOE TeJIO.



— A 51 6ecrokorCh 0 BalMX rocTsix. MoxeT ObITh, BaM CTOUT OTMEHUTb BEUEPUHKY, eC/U BbI
yBePEeHbI, UTO JIFO/[U He CMOTYT 6e301acHO CITyCTUThCS C TOPBI.

B3rmsig Muctepa JlaiiTa omyckaeTcst Ha MOKO PYKY, U 51 UyBCTBYIO, KaK ero JibixaHue yJalljaeTcsl.

— He ctout BosiHOBaThCst 00 3TOM. MOU TPY30BUKHU OylyT PAaCUUIIATH OPOTY BCIO HOUb.

— ¥ MeHs celiuac Takoe UyBCTBO, OyATO ObI BbI CIlelMa/IbHO XOTHUTEe YOeAUTbCsl, YUTOObI HUKTO He
3aCTpsi/ B BallleM JIOMe, — XUXUKAal S U BUXKY, KaK OH TOXKe TIbITaeTcs ynblOHYTbCsA. — Tak uTo,
mucTep JIaiT, ec/u Ballli TOCTU MOTYT yeXaTh, TO Sl TOXe CMOTY.

YnbIOKa TYT >Ke Mcue3aeT C ero Julia.

— Ho 3T0 el¢ He 3HAUUT, UTO S C/le/lal0 TaK, — IMOCIMeIHO A00aB/sito 1, >Kesasi, UTOObI ybIOKa
BHOBb BepHY/IaCh K HEMY.

Henosiro gymasi, oH 00XBaThiBaeT MOIO PYKY, BCE eIlé JieXKalllyl0 Ha ero rpyad CBoel, Kak OyaTo
bouTcs, UTo 51 yoepy eé.

— MoeT, HaM BCE >Xe BepHYTbCsl Ha BeuepuHKY? B KOHIle KOHI[OB, BeJlb UMEHHO TO3TOMY S
3/1eChb.

— 51 He X0ouy BO3BpAIIATHCS K TOCTSIM.

— Torpma 3aueM BbI TIPUIIACUIN UX? — CHOpAIMBaK0 s, C)KUMasi Majblibl TIOf, ero PyKou u
HaCIaXK/JasiCh €€ TerJIOM.

U TyT >Xe TIOHUMal0, YTO MeXK/[y HaMU MIPOMCXOJIUT UTO-TO CTpaHHOe. Kak OyTo Mbl He B TI€PBbIii
pa3 BUUM [PYr [Apyra W TOMbKO TO3HAKOMW/IUCh, a 3HaeM Jpyr Jpyra yxXe HeCKOJbKO JIeT.
[MpuTsbkeHue MeXxAy HaM{ HapacTaeT W MOE ceplle B3zparuBaeT. Kak OygTo Mosi moTepsiHHast
T0JIOBUHA [IYIIM HallVlach U celiuac CTOMT repeio MHOU. Sl moHMMato, uTo 3T0 Oe3ymue, Bellb 5 AaXKe
He 3Ha MucTtepa JlaiiTa.

OH He OTBeuaeT Ha MOU BOIIPOC U HECKOJILKO CeKYH/I TIPUCTa/IbHO CMOTPUT MHe B I7Ia3a.

— $I Toxxe He xouy, yTOOBI ThI CIMyCKajaCh K TOCTSIM, — IJIyDOKO B3[JOXHYB, HEOXXUJAHHO
TIPU3HAETCS OH, eIlg OosIbIle 03a/laurB MeHs.

A ToKe ouemy-To He xouy yxoauTh. [1o KpaitHel Mepe, eCJid OH He MOWAET CO MHOM.

— $§1 pymaro, HeMHOTO TIpPa3ZHUUHOTO HACTPOEHUsI He TIOMelllaeT BaM, — Yibl0aloch 5 U
BbITAaCKMBAl0 U3 KapMaHa JjejfieHel] B (hopMe TPOCTH, KOTODbIM yKpasja C é/1Ku BHU3Y. S Kiaay ero B
KapMaH Mu/pKaka Muctepa Jlaiita, CMyIIEHHO Y/IbIOasiCh.

— A MHe HaJI0 UJITH, — OTCTPAHSIOCh S OT HEro, uToObl YiTH, HaZlesiCb, UTO OH IMOC/eAyeT 3a
MHOM.

Ho... OH He OTIyCKaeT MO PYKY.

— MBbI 1oiiiéM BMeCTe, HO Thl OCTaHeIIbCsl PSZIOM CO MHOM. § Aymaro, TBOero rpasjHUYHOTO
HaCTPOEeHUs XBaTUT Ha HaC 000UX, — TOBOPUT OH, CKOJIb3sl B3IJISIZIOM 110 MOEMY TeJy.

Octpasi 60Jib IPOH3aeT MeHsI OT er0 CJIOB U B3r/siia. EMy UuTo, He HpaBUTCSI MO Hapsi? Moxer,
OH JIyMaeT, uTo s BBIVISDKY iyro? Hy, KoHeuHo, Be/ib 51 He B BeuepHeM Hapsifie Kak rOCTH BHU3Y, a B
CBOEM [JIypalikoM KOCTIOMe 3jibda. ..

HaBepHoe, MOM 3MOIIMM, OTPA3UBIIMChH Ha JiMlle, KPaCHOPEUMBO BCE CKa3anu 0e3 C/I0B U MUCTep
JlaliT B37OXHYB, Meperiéy Hallli Masblibl. Jpyroi pykoil oH /jocTan KOHGeTy U3 MuyKaka U, MOTSHYB
MeHs K CTOJTY, OTKPhLT K/TFOUOM BepxHUi K. OH ObICTPO MOJIOKU KOH(ETY B SIIMK U, 3arepeB ero,
yOpan K/IHuu B KapMaH. Y MeHsl CJI0KHW/IOCh Takoe BIrieuar/ieHWe, YTO OH CJejian Tak, uToObl s He
yBUziesnia, uto Obiio B sipke. Ho Tombko oH mipocuutasncs... S yBuzena. B simke nexxanu
TIpUr/IacuTeIbHble OUIeThI, KOTOPbIe Pa3fiaBajii B TOPrOBOM I[€HTPe BCEM >KesarolluM, HO... Y MeHs
Takoro He Obiio. Kora st 3axoTesia B3sTh OfIMH, MHE CKa3ajM, UTO OHU 3aKOHUYMW/IUCh. A B ero siipkKe
OBLIO eIE MHOTO.

— DT0 ObUTH TIpUTIaCUTe bHbIE Ha BeUePUHKY? — He Bbiiep>KaB, CIIPOCH/IA f.

— [Ja, — KWBHYJI OH.



— A MHe He JOCTa/Cs, KOrja §1 XoTeja B3SThb OJMH B TOPrOBOM IL|€HTpe, — BbIMaJWIa S U
nipunofHsisia OpoBb, HabOmOJasi 3a ero peakuueil. MHe He xoTenocCh Obl Aymarb, uTo si ObUla He
JIOCTOMHA OBITb TOCTEM €0 BeUEPUHKH.

— Tebe... 1 He HYKHO. [IBepy 3aMKa Bcerjila OTKDPbIThI Jjis Te0si, — BBIZOXHYT Muctep JlauT u
IIOCMOTpeJ MHe B I7ia3a.

Ot 3Tux ero cjoB OyATO C Moel Ayl CBaU/ICS KaMeHb, U 51 ybIOHY/Iach eMy. OH ke, HUYero
OoJibllie He CKa3aB, TIOTAILM/I MeHS 3a PYKY K JIBEpHU.

[TokuHyB ero KabuHeT, MucTtep JlalT OBICTPO TIOMIE/N TI0 KOPU/IOPY, BCE TaK >Ke Jep’ka MeHs 3a
PYKY, U eCJI1 YeCTHO, s e/iBa MOCIieBasia 3a HUM.

— BbI cTpanHbIM uesioBek, muctep JlauT. Tak crielimTe Ha BeYEPUHKY, HA KOTOPOU eIlé MUHYTY
Ha3ajl He XOTeJ/H ObITh, — «TIOZKA/IbIBal0» €ro .

OH pe3ko octaHabvBaeTcss. OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHs, a ero pyka ellg Kpernue CKUMaeT MOHO.

— ¢ mpocTo xouy, uT00OBI BCE TOOBICTPEe 3aKOHUKIOCh U BCE YIIUIU, — TTPOO0PMOTAJI OH.

— Ho He 9? — apasHo ero s

OH CHOBa MOJIYUT U TOJIBKO CMOTPUT Ha MEHSI.

— Xopowo. Xopouo. MokeTe He OTBeuaTb HU Ha OJWH U3 MOMX BOMpPOCOB, muctep Jlaut. Ho
3HaMTe... 5 1103a00UyCh O TOM, UTOOBI BbI HAC/IAJIUIUCh KaXKJOW CEeKYH/IOM Balllel BeUepHHKHU.

S 1o cux rop He 3Har0, KAKOBa MOs POJIb Ha 3TOM BeUepUHKe, HO TOYHO 3HAK OJHY Belllpb.

A mozy coenamb 3mozo mucmepa Bopuyna HemHO20 cuacmaugell.

I'naBa 6.

Huk.

— 3oBu MeHs Huk, — 1ienuy st Ha yiko Kpucrtmac, Korja TsiHy eé K TaHLTIOY.

— Xopoiiio, — pobko oTBeyaeT OHa. — A MeHs TTIOUTH BCe MOU ApY3bsi 30BYT Kpuc.

— MHe 6osnblile HpaBUTCS — KpricTMac, — npu3HAaKCh 1. S1 He Xouy ObITh MOX0KHUM Ha eé Jpy3ei.
51 xouy cTath AJis Heé 0COOEHHBIM.

— Mmne toxe. Ho g gymaro, mroAsm He HPaBUTCS MCI0/Ib30BaTb MOE UM B Jpyroe BpeMmsi rofa, —
yIbI0aeTCsi OHa U MoyKuMaeT TiieuaMu. U s kisiHych cebe, uTo Oyy 3BaTh €€ TOJIBKO 110 UMEeHHU.

— TloTaHIjyelllb CO MHOU? — CIpallMBalo i, KOTJia Mbl y)Ke B CepeiiHe TaHIT0/1a U S IPUTSITUBal0
Kpuctmac kK cebe, oOHMMast pyKaMu 3a Tajiuio. Y Heé Tereph HeT IlIaHCa 0TKa3aTh MHe.

— W3 MeHs y»)KacHasi TaHI[OBIIM1Ia, — MPU3HAETCS OHA, HO 51 JIUILb CUJTbHEee MPWKUMar0 eé K cebe.

— Hy, g Toxxe He GnMCTaTe/bHBIM TaHI[OP. Tak 4TO MbI TTPOCTO OyZieM ABUTAThCS MeJIeHHO, —
OTBeuaro s, pacTsaruBasi ryoObl B yablOKe. UEPT BO3bMHM, 51 He TIOMHIO, KOTZla B TOC/Ie€JHUNM pa3 Tak
YIIbIOAsICS.

[TpurnaiéHHas Ha BeuepHUHKY TpyIiria UrpaeT MejajeHHYyr Bepcuto mecHu The Christmas Song u
MbI [IBUTAEMCS B TaKT HETOPOIUIMBOMY PUTMY. Sl 3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTPH) B TeMHO-3e/éHble IJa3a
Kpuctmac, fymas 0 TOM, Kak Ke JJOJIrO s >K/aJl, KOrZa OHa OKakeTcsl B MOUX pyKax. BoT Kak celuac.

Moii oTel] Bceria roBopu/ MHe, uTo PoxxziecTBO — BosiiieOHasi mopa, U 51 elgé 0oiblle yIbibaCh
OTTOrO, UTO OH OKa3ascsl npaB. MHe Tak Xopoino, Korga Kpuctmac B MOMX pyKax, UTO s HUKOI/Ia He
3ax0uy OTIIyCTHUTE e€.

I[MpuxaB KpucTtmac emmg 6mnke K cebe, st UyBCTBYHO JIETKYIO BUOpAIlUio B €€ rpy/u, KOrjla OHa TUXO
TOATIeBAaeT CJI0BaM MeJIO[AUU U HEOXXUJJaHHO /11 MeHs TPOBOJUT KOHUMKAaMU CBOMX MajblieB MO MOeU
1jeKe. JTOT e CT HAaCTO/IbKO UHTUMHBIM, UTO 51 HA MTHOBEHUE TepSIHOCh.

BpeMmsi CJTOBHO OCTaHOBU/IOCh U MBI Kak OyATO Obl OCTa/lMCh eMHCTBEHHBIMU JIFOABMU Ha 3eMJie.
Kak OyfTo BCE BOKPYr Hac ObLJIO CO3/IaHO TaK, YTOObI MbI CMOTJIM HAWTH JIPYT [pyra U Barobuthcs. I1o
KpalHeu Mepe, TaK MPOMCXOJUT BHYTPU MEHs, M s HaJleloCh, UTo KpucTmac ToXe 4yBCTByeT 3TO. B
o011ieM, Kak Obl ObICTpO M 6e3yMHO BCE HU TTPOMCXOAUIO MeXKAy HaMH, MHe XBaTHU/IO OJHOTO JIWIIb
B3IVI5I/1a, OHOTO KacaHusl, YTOObI MMOHATh, UTO OHA CO3/IaHa TOJILKO /ISl MEHSI.



51 He 3HaO, CKOJIBKO TeCeH y)XKe CbI'PaHO, [IOKa Mbl TaHLyeM, HO sl BCE el He MOT'y OTIIyCTUTb OT
cebs1 Kprctmac. OHa nofneBaeT Ka)kJjol IecHe, a s CTAaHOBIIOCh paboM Ka)KJJ0ro eé MPUKOCHOBEHMUSI.

OpHa Mesiofvsi CMeHsieT [PYryrO, BpeMsl WJAET W T[e-TO I0oC/e TOJYHOYM TOCTU HaKOHeL-TO
cobuparoTcst iomMoit. S nmo3aboTusics o Tom, UToObI y BCex ObLT TPAHCTIOPT, UTOOBI O0OpAThCs IOMOM, U
Kpucrmac, kaxeTcs, ofo0pua 3To. 5 )Xe xoTen cfenarh eé eig 6osblile CUaCT/IMBOM U yMar0, CMOT
ObI Zla’Ke TIPUTJIACUTD JTFOJIEN 0CTaThCs TlepeHoueBaTh B 3aMKe, HO 3TO yKe Tiepebop /it MeHsl.

Béﬂbmy}o yacTh HOuM s poBén ¢ Kpucrtmac. Bmecre c Heli 0611asncsi ¢ rocTsiMu, yoexxasiCh, 4To
BCE OHU XOpOLLIO TNPOBOJAT BpeMs. S He Jan el HUKAKUX yKa3aHUM Ha TO, YTO OHA [OJDKHA [JesaTh
CeroiHsi, TOTOMY UTO, YeCTHO TOBOPsl, BCSI BeuepruHKa ObUla TPOCTO Mpe/jioroM, YToObl OHa MpUIIvia B
MOM JIOM.

Hecko/IbKO 4e/ioBeK BO BpeMsi BeUePUHKHU TIOMbITa/IMCh TMOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM O OuW3Hece WM
npus/eub Moé BHMMaHue. Ho Kpuctmac, 6ynTo Obl mMoHMMas, UTO 51 He «TOPIO» >KellaHheM 00CY»KJaTh
Jiesia, BCerjla HaxXofiujia uzieajbHbIA Crioco0 BMEIAThCsl U HarpaBUTh Pa3roBOP B /IDYrOe PYCJio, UYTOObI
ye/loOBeK He UyBCTBOBan cebsi 00fie/iEHHBIM MoOUM BHUMaHuWeM. OHa [JelCTBUTe/NbHO BoJileOHast
JKeHILHaA.

Korzia ke BeueprHKa MOZOIUIAa K KOHIY M Tpyra yOOpIIMKOB MpUHSNACh 3a YOOPKY 3a/ia, OHa
CTasia IOMOraTb UM. YBUJIEB 3TO, 5 B3sl/1 e€ 3a PyKy U CKasaJl, UTo 3/leCb JOCTaTOYHO 1epCoHaua U BcemM
WM BBITIJIaTAJTM OTPOMHBIN JieHeXKHbIM O0HYC 3a paboTy B KaHyH PoxxiecTBa.

ks

— Y MeHs TIOArOTOB/IeHa KOMHara /ijisi Tebst, — G6opmMouy s, I7isiis BHU3 Ha CBOW HOTU. $1 He Xouy,
4yTOOBI OHA MO/lyMaJsia, YTO Y MeHsI C CaMOro Hayasia ObLIo BCE CIIJIaHUPOBaHO, XOTs TaK U eCTb.

— 3ByUuuT 3aMaHUYMBO,— OTBeuaeT OHa U e€ comiacue 0CTarbCsl B MOEM [JOMe He TOJIbKO YIUBJ/ISIeT
MeHs1, HO U pajiyeT. — [IpocTo Mou HOTH yKe OOJSIT.

— B TBoeit KOMHaTe eCTb BaHHasi KOMHaTa C OTPOMHOM BaHHOW U K/IyOHWYHas TieHa [ij1si Heé. Tol
MO>Kelllb TIPUHSTh BaHHY U HEMHOT'O pacciabuTbCs, — CMYIIEHHO O0pMOUy $1, TIOKAa MbI TIOAHUMAaeMCsi
Mo JieCTHULle M3 GanbHOrO 3a7a U 51 Bey eé B BOCTOUHOe KpbUIO 3aMKa. Mosi KOMHara B KOHLe
KopHjiopa, a KomHara Kpucrtmac pacrionio)keHa HarnpoTuB Moeil. — $1 Takke B3s1 Ha ceDsi cMesloCTh
KOe-uTO MPUHEeCTU B TBOK KOMHATY /i/isi 60/1bIiero KoM(opTa 1MoKa Thl Y MeHsI B TOCTSIX.

—Cnacubo, Huk. 3To Tak MUJIO C TBOeM CTOPOHBI, — OTBeuaeT KpucTtmac, u... TIOAHSBIIMCH Ha
I[BITIOYKU, OBICTPO 1ie/yeT MeHs B IIEKY, 3aCTaB BPACIL/IOX.

Bcé mpou3olrio Tak ObICTPO, UTO Y MeHsI HeT HU CeKYH/Ibl, YTOObl OTpearupoBarh, Mpex/e 4em
OHa MpoIlenTaaa MHe «CIIOKOMHOW HOUM» U CKPbLIaCh B CBOEM KOMHaTe, 3aKphIB JIBEDb.

— CriokoliHOM Houu, MOsi ciajikasi Kpucrtmac, — mipobopmoTasn s, KOCHYBIMCh DYKOW ILIeKU
KOTOPYIO OHa TOJIbKO UTO IoLlesioBasa. MHe 1mokKasanoch, UTO IjeKa CTajla [10Ka/blBaTh OT eé I1oLieslys
WU MOXKeT ObITh, 3TO TOJILKO MOE BOOOpakeHue.

YcunvueM BoJIM 51 3aCcTaBU/ cebsi OTOWTH OT 3aKphITOM [1Bepu B KOMHary KpucTtMac v BOWTH B
CBOIO. Me/iyIeHHO pa3zeBasiCh, s1 CTaJl [IPOKPYUMBATh B 0JIOBE KaXKYH0 MUHYTY CerOfHsAIIHero Beyepa.
Pa3fieBIMCh, MOIIEN B BAHHYIO KOMHATY U TIOCMOTpeJT Ha ce0si B 3epKasio. 1 XoTen yBU/IeTb B HEM CJie]|
ot nonenys Kpuctmac. Ho ero He 6bu10. Pa3souapoBaHue ckoBaso MOE cep/lie, HO 51 BCé PaBHO eIE
YyBCTBYIO TIOKa/IbIBAHUE OT TIOLIeJysl, U 3TO, I0/DKHO OBITh, UTO-TO 3HAUMT.

Boiizis B Ayl s T03BO/IWJI TOpsiueli BoJie 0OPYIIMTBCS MHe Ha CIIMHY U TYT ke obpa3 Kpuctmac
TIPYHUMAIOLIe BaHHY B COCeJHeM KOMHaTe BCIJIbLT B I'OJIOBe, 3aCTaB/sisi MOW 4/ieH 3arBepeTb. H
CXBaTUJ/l MbUIO, U Ha/IMB HECKOJIBKO Karesjb Ha PYKY CKOJIb3HY/I €0 BHU3 I10 KUBOTY IPAMO K UYJIEHY.
OO0xBaTuB ero, Hauas BOAWTb PYKOU BBEPX U BHU3 110 HEMY.

A npexncraBun kak KprctMmac, pa3se/ist HOTU B CTOPOHBI, JIaCKaeT IMajbLieM CBOK KUCKY.

Kucky, komopy'o s xouy nompoz2amb, 8KyCumb U 08/1a0emb.

Moii usieH u3HbIBaeT oT 60u u3-3a Mbicieit 0 KpuctMmac, nynbcupys B pyke. [IpUC/TIOHUB APYTYIO



PYKY K KAMEHHOM CTeHe, sl 4aCTO JIbIIly U C CHJIOM BOH3ar0Ch B Kynak. Opra3sm HakpbIBaeT MeHs, U
CTUCKMBAIO 3yObl, BBICTPE/MBAsi CIIEPMOM Ha XOJIOAHBIM KaMeHb. JIJIMHHbIE Tyrve CTPYM JIOXKaTcs Ha
CTEHY M UX CMbIBaeT OypJisiiiiii BOASHOM MOTOK. §1 )Ke mipeObiBast B 3MopHU OT oprasMma, Iemnuy eé umsi.

— Kpucrmac.

[Tocne ayia st Hazieql KPacCHYO IEJIKOBYIO IMKaMy, KOTOPYIO MOsI JOMpPaOOTHHIIA TTPUTOTOBH/IA
JUIsT MeHs Y, BbIA/S B KOPUJIOP, TUXO MOCTYy4Yaa B JBepb KOMHaThl Kpructmac. He m0oXKaaBIMCh OT Heé
OTBeTa, s IEPHY/ PYUKY U IB€Pb PUOTKPHLIACh.

B KoMHare ObUIO TEMHO U $I, IPOCYHYB T'OJIOBY B IPHOTKPBIBIIYIOCS I1e/Ib, TUXO I103Baj €€ 10
umMenu. Eciii KpucTmac criuT, s He xouy OyJJUThb €€, HO He CMOT'Y YCHYTh IT0Ka He YBHXKY e€ repe/] CHOM.
JIyHHBIN CBeT poOKO JILETCSI B OKHO, ¥ BOT TOI7IAa-TO Sl U 3aMeYar0 CHUIY3T Ha KPOBATH, CIIPATAHHBIM MO
OfIesITIOM.

SI TUXO Kpasychb K KpoBaTu U BUXKY, uTo Kpuctmac cnut. Eé anmeTuTHoe Teno objaueHO B
KPacHYIO IIEJKOBYIO HOUHYIO COPOUKY, OueHb IOXOXKYIO IIBETOM Ha TO, UTO ceiliuac Ha MHe. Opesno
CKPYTH/IOCh BOKPYT €€ Ta/luu, ITPe/IoCTaBUB MHe 0030p Ha MbIIIHYIO FPYb.

Kspon nipekpacHo mofobpasa s Hac ¢ KpucTMac «HOUHBIe Hapsiibl» U MHE HY)KHO OyleT He
3a0bITh J]aTh el JleHe>KHbIA O0HYC 3a 3TO.

He BblepiKaB, 51 HAK/IOHSIOCh U OCTOPOKHO, uTOOBI He pa30ynuTh KpucTmac youpaio B CTOPOHY
HETIOCJTYITHYIO TPsiib BOJIOC C €€ IV1a3 W MPUCTAILHO BIVISIBIBAIOCH B €€ CrIoKolHoe yuio. OHa Takas
KpacuBasi. CoBepitieHHasA. MHe a)ke He MPUXOAUT Ha YM HUYEro CTOJIb IIPEKPACHOro, UTOObI CPaBHUTh
C Heto. Huuto B Mupe He CrioCOOHO Aayke O/IM3KO TPUOMM3UTHCS K e€ BequKosienuro. I'yobl Kprctmac
CJleTKa pa3oluTich BO CHE, U sl 00/TM3bIBal0 CBOU, OOPSICH C KeJlaHWeM HaKJIOHUTHCS U TIONPOOOBaTh UX.
Ho st uépToB y0/TF0/[0K, HE CTIOCOOHBINM Ciep>KaTh ceosl.

MezyieHHO, Me/IJIEHHO s CK/IOHSTIOCh BHU3 ellié 00JIbIlie M HEXKHO TTPUKACAOCh TyDaMH K eé rybam.
OTO TIOTpsicarollle, HO MHe HY)KHO Oosibiie. DTO emmé He BCE uero s xouy oT Heé. Ho moka 3Toro
ZI0CTaTOUHO U 5 TIOAOXKAY JI0 yTpa.

OkuHYB MoC/ieIHUM B3IsiZioM KpricTMac, s 0CTaB/isio eé ¥ BO3BPAIIAIOCH B CBOIO KOMHATY, UTOOBI
TIpeJiaThCsl MeuTaM O Hell. MHe HY)KHO TIPOZIep>KaThCsl 10 YTpa, U sl HaJIeF0Ch, UTO BCETO JIUIIL Yepe3
He CKOJIBKO YacoB KprcTmac craHeT MoeH.

C 3TUMM MBICTSIMM $I 3aKpbIBAl0 I7la3a W TYT JK€ IIPOBAJMBAlOCh B O/Ia)KeHHBIM COH, I/
obs3arenbHO OyzeT KprcTtmac.

I'maBa 7.

Kpucrtmac.

[TepeBepHYBILMCH B KDOBATH, S B3IVIAHY/IA B OKHO U Y/IbIOHY/1ach. CHET 32 OKHOM BCE ellé KPY)KUT U
rajiaeT U s oueHb 3ToMy pazia. CerogHsi Po)kiecTBO U 51 He TIPOBe/ly ero B ofuHodecTBe. [Ipa3aHuuHOe
BOJIHEHHE KHUITUT BHYTPU MEHS, M S XOUuy UM C KeM-HUOyAb MOAeIUThCSA. XOTsS eC/IM YeCTHO S TOUHO
3Halo0 C KeM.

S BcTaro, OTKpPBIBAKO [IBEPh CMaJbHM M Ha I[bIIOYKAxX Kpajaych K KoMHare Hukosaca. MejjeHHO
OTKPBIBAIO /IBEPh U BUXKY, KaK OH JIE)KUT Ha CIIMHE W KPEMKO CITUT.

1 3Har0, UTO /JOJDKHA Pa3BEPHYTLCS U YHTH, IaB €My I10CI1aTh, HO MOW HOTH He CJTYITIAFOTCS MEHS 1
CaMH JIBUraroTCs K HeMy. Kak OyATo y HMX eCTh COOCTBEHHBIN pa3yM.

KpoBarh Huka orpomMHa ¥ Korja sl TpUO/IMKaCh K HEel, TO BHXKY, UTO OH 3aHUMaeT OOJIBbIIyIO eé
gyacTb. Mol B3IJISA/, CKOJIB3UT 110 HEMY M OCTAHAB/IMBAETCS Ha €ro OOHa)KEHHOW MOLHOW rpyau. YéprT,
Huk 6e3 omeX/bl BBIVIAAWT eIng¢ OoJbllie, ueM s 3allOMHWJIA €ro C Mpourioro Beuepa. Ero rpyab
TOKPbITa TOHKHM CJIOEM BOJIOC, KOTOPble TAHYTCS BHH3, HcUe3asl Iof, ofesiioM. bo)ke, OH Takoi
KpacuBbIid. VIHTepeCHO, 1 TTI0UEMY OH TTIPSIUETCSI B CBOEM ZioMe?

He B cuax 0CTaHOBUTD Ce0s 1 IPOTATMBaK0 PYKYy K HUKyY U K/1aJy e€ Ha ero MyCKYIMCTYEO TETLTYIO
TPY/ib, UYBCTBYs, KaK BOJOCKHU I[EKOUYT KOHUMKH MOMX MasblieB. OH BBIIVIIZAUT TaKUM CITOKOKWHBIM BO



cHe. Buepa, Korzia s yBujiesia ero B IepBbIM pa3, /la U Ha BCEM MPOTSHKEHUM Beuepa, OH ObUT TaKUM
HarpsDKEHHBIM, Celyac >Xe s B TepBblii pa3 BWXKY €ro IIOMHOCTBIO pacciab/sieHHbIM U
HEIIPUHYK/AEHHBIM.

HeokujanHo pyka Huka XBaraeT MeHsI 3a 3amsiCTbe U $1, 3a/[bIXasiCh, CMOTPIO B €r0 OTKPBIThIE
71a3a.

— Becénoro... — s 3aMoJIKaro, KOTZia ero ipyrasi pyka CKO/Ib3UT B MOU BOJIOCHI, C)KMUMasi 3aThUIOK,
Y OH MpPUTATHUBaeT MeHs K cebe. Haim ry6n1 BcTpedaroTcs, ¥ s13bIK HHKa pocKasib3biBaeT B MOM POT.

[Tpexkae ueM 51 0 KOHI]Aa TTOHUMal0, UTO MPOMCXOMUT, 51 yKe JIeXKy Ha HEM CBepXy U OT/Al0Ch BO
B/IaCTh HAIlleTO0 HEMCTOBOTO TIole/ysl. S cu/ibHee MPU)KUMAlOCh K HEMY, JKejlasi pacTBOpUThCS B Huke
6e3 ocrarka. OH [JAOMUHMpPYeT HaJi MOWM pTOM IJIyOOKMM U TOJIOAHBIM IIOlleJiyeM KakK OyaTo
W3rosioflazicsi Mo MHe. MoM pa3yM OKOHUaTe/lbHO 3aTyMaHWBAeTCs OT OXBaTHBIIIETO MeHsSI CTPaHHOIO
YyBCTBa, HO...

Bcé 3aKkaHuMBaeTCs Tak ke ObICTPO, KaK U HauasioCh.

HuK pe3Ko OTKaThIBaeTCsl OT MeHsI Ha JIPYT'YI0 CTOPOHY KPOBAaTH, MIOBEPHYBIIMCh KO MHe CITUHOM. 1
)Ke pacTepsiHHasl ero MoBe/IeHHeM, 3aCThIBal0 Ha MeCTe U CMOTPIO Ha ero CryHy. Mbninibl criiHbl Huka
HarpsDKeHbI ¥ He CKOJTBKO TIPOKJ/ISITUI CPhIBAeTCsI C ero Iyo.

K Moeili pacTepssHHOCTH A00aBIsieTCsl eIé U CMYITeHHe, U s JIeXKY, He 3Hasl, UTO MHe Jajbllle
Jenarb. 51 Xouy, uTOObI OH ITOBEPHY/ICSA U TTIOCMOTpes Ha MeHsl. Cienian XoTb uTo-HUOYIb. UTO yrogHo.

— WI3BUHMU, 51 He 3HaJI, UTO 3TO Thl, — HAKOHEI[-TO PbIKHYT HUK.

§1 He 3HarO, UTO 3TO 3HAUMT. Heykemu oH gymant, uTo s KTO-To Apyroi? O boxke, uto eciu y Hero
y)Ke eCThb JIeByIlKa?

— W3BUHU, — GopMoOuYy $1, CIIPBITUBAs C KPOBAaTH M BbIOeTasi U3 KOMHAThIL.

51 Gery 110 KOpU/IOpPY K Jie CTHHULIE U OBICTPO CIYCKArCh BHU3.

OCTaHOBUBIIMCh, TTPUCTYILIMBAIOCh — UAET JIU OH 32 MHOM.

S HeHaBWXKY 3TO0. Koryia fie/io IOXOAUT A0 MY)KUKH, 51 TIOHSITHS He MMelo, UTO Zie/iaTh. VM, yeCcTHO
TOBOpSI, 10 CUX TTOP MHe ObI7io BCé paBHO. Korja s1 Oblla TIpMepHO B TOM BO3pacTe, KOrjla HauKMHaelllb
CMOTpPeTh Ha Ma/IliMKOB, MOsi Mama 3abosiesia. I Torjja Mo/JIHOCTBIO COCpeI0TOUM/Iach Ha Hel U Ha
HallleM COBMECTHOM BpeMSIIpenpoBoXKAeHUH. IloToM OHa ymepsa W s ObUla OXBaueHa TOPEM.
He cKonbKO Hejiesb CITyCTs MOC/ie e€é CMePTH 51 yCTPOW/Iach paboTark B TOProBbI LIEHTP, UTOOBI IIPOCTO
He COWTH C yma oT rops. f crapanach uepe3 00Jib yTpaThl JefaTh IOl CUYACT/IMBBIMUA XOTSI OBl
HeHa/I0/Ir0. JTO MPUHOCKU/IO MHe BpeMeHHOoe JyllieBHOe o0jierueHre, HO HOUbIO BHOBb OIMHOUECTBO U
6o/ yTpaThl Of0/IEBAI MEHS.

Ho ¢ Hukonacom Bcé mo-apyromy. MeHs TSHET K HeMY KaK MarHUTOM. Korza oH 1iorjesioBai MeHs,
s CJIOBHO OKusa. f ObI x0Tesla C HUM OOJIbITET0, HO COBEpIIIEHHO OUeBH/IHO, UTO 3TO He TO, Yero OH
xoueT. Buepa MHe 1oueMy-TO TI0Ka3aa0Ch, UTO s eMy MOHpaBuaack. OH TaHIeBala CO MHOM BCIHO HOYb
TakK, Kak OyaTo HMKOro Oosibiile He ObIZI0O Ha BeuepuHKe. Kak OyATo ObUIM TOMBKO OH U 51 B HallleM
coOCTBEHHOM H/lea/IbHOM MUPKe.

S1 mozHs/Ia PYKy ¥ KOCHY/ach ry0, BCrIOMUHasI, KaK OH I1e/10Bajl MeHH.

«f He 3Han, umo 3Mmo mbli».

OTHU C/I0Ba CHOBA Bpe3a/MCh B MeHs. 3a KOro OH MeHs npuHsui? Hy, KoHeuHo e, 3a Ty, KOTO OH
XOTeJl TIo1je/IoBaTh. MoM T'yObl HAUMHAIOT [IPOKaTh MIPU MBICJH O TOM, UTO OH TPHUHAJTIE)KUT KOMY-TO
JPYroMy M X0JIO[HAasl IyCTOTa 3aIlo/IHsIeT MeHs. YMOM 51 TIOHMMalo, YTO OH HHUKOI/a He ObUT MOMM, HO
TIOYEMY-TO UyBCTBYIO, UTO ITOTEPSi/Ia ero.

«[Ipekpamu», — pyraio cebsi si. «Tbl 30ecb 0415 mo2o umobbl pabomamb, a He 045 ue20-mo
0py2020».

U TyT XKe A cTapaloCch BePHYThb Ce0si B TO CUACTIMBOE COCTOSTHHE, B KOTOPOM IPOCHY/Ach CETrofiHs.
He Bpems rpyctuthb. Cerontsi PoxkaecTBo, a rpycTUTh Oyy 3aBTpa.



U1 nycts HUK fam MHe sICHO TIOHSITb, UTO Y HAaC He MOKeT ObITb uero-To O0JbIIero, HO 51 BCE-TaKU
MOTY CTaThb ero Apyrom. I1ycTb XoTsi ObI TOJILKO Ha CErofiHsI.

S noneITatoCh MOAAPUTE €MY Tpa3HUUHOe HacTpoeHUe. U HauHy, Moykasiyu, C 3aBTpaka.

OTO MeHblllee, UTO 51 MOTY cenarb. [IpuroToBito 3anekaHkKy ¢ (paHLy3CKUMH TOCTaMHU, KaKyro
MBI C MaMO# BCer/ia TOTOBWIM KaXK/[0e POJK/eCTBeHCKOe YyTpOo. DTO ObUIO Halllel Tpafiuliven, U s [0 CUX
TIOp ZleJiato Tak B Te JHU, Koryia 6osibliie BCero CKyJaro o Heii. Moxer,

Hukonac nogobpeet rocse 3aBTpaka M CMOXKeT MPOCTUTh MEHs 3a TO, UTO f 3allyla K HEMY B
KOMHary. VlHTepeCcHO, HaCKOJIbKO OH 30/17 MOXeT, s Tak ero pa3o3/u/a, UTO OH BCE Ke 3aKpoeT
TOproBeii 1jeHTp? CKopee BCero, s /IelCTBUTeIbHO COoBepiimiIa oimbky. Ho Oyay HafiessTbCsi, UTO 3TO He
Tak.

['mybGoKo B3/10XHYB, s CTajla UCKaThb B 9TOM IMTaHTCKOM JIOMe KYXHIO.

Kak HU CTpaHHO, HO 51 OBICTPO €€ HaX0Xy U, TIOMbIB PYKU, TIPUCTYTIAO K Jieny. KnagoBas B KyxHe
3aro/iHeHa BCeBO3MOXKHBIMU MPOAYKTAMU U s, BbIOpaB TO, UTO MHe MOHAZ00UTCS], HAUMHA TOTOBUTD,
B /lyllle HaflesiCh, YTO BHOBb He TiepeCTyru/a uepty u HuKk He pa30o3nuTcs eié 0osbilie.

B3sIB He CKOJTBKO SI0/T0K, Wy K PaKOBHHE, UYTOObI TOMBITh UX U HEBOJIBHO CMOTPIO B 00JIbITIOE OKHO.
CHer BCé elllf UAET U 3TO TaK KpaCHUBO, YTO MOX0XKe Ha COH.

Torzma >xe s U 3aMeuaro, Kak K 0COOHSIKY Mofbe3)kaeT MallliHa U U3 Heé BBIXOJUT OueHb KpacuBast
JleBYILIKA.

51 He MoOry OTBeCTU OT Heé B3IVIsif| U, 3aCThIB y OKHa, HaO/r0/jat0, KaK OHa IPaliM03HON TTOXOAKOMN
UJET K 0COOHSIKY TI0 cHery. TéMHbIe I1IeJIKOBUCThIE JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI CTPYSATCS IO eé TijieuaM, U OHa
HarlOMUHaeT MHe aHresa. BepHee, mopouHoro aHresna. OHa [JOBOJIBHO JIETKO OfeTa J/1s1 3uMbl. B jiérkoe
MajibTO ¥ KPaCcHOTO 1[BeTa Ty Ha BbICOKOM Kabsyke. UEDT, Kak >Ke eil yaéTcsi Tak repe/iBUraeTcsi B
HUX 110 CHETy W He yIacTb, CBepHYB CBOIO jiebefivHyt0 1et0? [la, 3To 3arazka. $1 Obl TOUHO Tak He
cMorva.

HeByika coBepiiieHHO Ge3ympeuHa. OHa MMEHHO TaKasi, KakoW §1 TIpe/iCTaB/Isito cebe Mofenb C
HOTaMH [JJIMHOM C B3/7ETHO-TI0CAJ0UHYIO 1ojocy. IHTepecHO, He 3a Heé yin MeHs npuHsa Huk, korga
LjesioBas MmeHsi? CKkopee Bcero, Tak 1 ecTb. BoT rnouemy oHa 3z1ech Ha PoxkzecTBo.

HeByika Kak OyATO UyBCTBYeT, UTO 51 HaO/tOA0 3a Hell U e€ 1ia3a BCTpeuaroTcss ¢ MouMu. OHa
TIPUILYPUBAETCS U, OCTaHOBUBIIMCh, IPUCTA/ILHO CMOTPUT Ha MeHsi. He BbIiep>kaB, s1 OTBOXKY B3IV B
CTODOHY, UyBCTBysi ce0si He/JIOBKO, Kak OyATO MeHsl ModMaau 3a 4eM-TO TMOCThIAHBIM. [la, MHe,
HaBepHOe, TMopa yxoAuTh. 1 OTBOpPAuMBAaIOCh OT OKHA, UTOObI TOMTH HaBepX IepeofieThbCsl U eXaTh
ZloMoU, HO B>XYy Hukonaca, cTosinero y Bxoza Ha KyxHi0. OH siIBHO 30/1. OueHb.

Uépm, 60 umo 5 8/15nanacob?

OH BCé ell¢ B IIEJIKOBbIX MM)KaMHBIX LITAHAX WU €ro B3IVISJ MPOKUraeT MeHs HaCKBO3b. Ero pyku
CKaTbl B KyIaKM U BeCb €ro B/, KDUUMT, UTO OH TOTOB MpUAYLIMTb MeHs. ['0cnogy, OH BBIVISIAUT
cellyac Kak MaHbSIK U3 KPUMHHA/bHBIX CEPUa/iOB U Ky/la >Ke MHe Terepb OexaTb, 0COOEHHO B 3TOM
JIETKOM HOYHOM COpOYKe?

S uyBCTBYIO, KaK KOM 00pa3yeTcsi Yy MeHsl B TOpJjie, a TIOTOM CJIBIIIY I[OKOT KabIyKoB eBYIIKH, 1
Kak OHa 30BET Huka 1o umeHu.

I'naBa 8.

Huk.

O6pa3 PoxzecTBa cTosilield Ha MOel KyxHe, O/eTOM B KpPaCHYIO IIIeJIKOBYyHO HOUHYIO pyOalliky,
KOTOpasi TaK TapMOHUPYET C MOWMMH TW>KaMHBIMHU ITaHAMH, 3aCTaB/sieT MOW U/ieH MY/IbCUPOBAaTh.
Uept, MHe e/jBa y/1a/I0Ch B3ATh €ro MnoJ KOHTPOJIb, TT0KA S CITyCKaJ/ICs T10 Jie CTHULIe, UILIA eé.

M BOT OHa CTOMT Ha MoOel KyxHe Tiepefi pakoBUHOW. Eé ocTpo Topuaiipe COCKU OOJbIIMX
arMmeTUTHBIX CUCEK TPO3SITCS MPOTKHYTh TKAHb COPOUYKH, Y BBIVISIAUT OHA MTPOCTO HEMMPUCTOMHO.

[ToBepx HOUHOUM copouku KpucTmac HaKWHYIa KpacHbIN INeJIKOBbI Xaiar, C¢ 0Oenoili MexoBoi



OT/Ie/IKOM Ha KamtolroHe. Ho oH ObUT pa3Bsi3aH Ha TaJiiu, TOKa3biBasi BCE TO, UTO OHA XOTeJia CKPBITh OT
MeHs U 5l CTUCKHBAtO 3y0Obl, YTOObI He HAOPOCUTHCS Ha Heé Kak JNKaphb.

UépT, s TaKk Xouy pa3/ioKUThb €€ Ha KYXOHHOM OCTDOBKe, pa3/iBUHYTb TIO/iHble Oefipa, U
nonpoboBarb ciafkuii Mén eé KuMCKU. S xouy, yToObl OHa CXKMMajaa MOU BOJIOCHI, TIOKA s JiacKaro
SI3bIKOM €€ KHCKY U JIOBOXKY /10 opra3ma. Uéprt mobepu, roToB MoCMoOpuTh, Ha BKyc Kpucrtmac kak
KOpulia C MEIOM.

A el MHe WHTepecHO, OyJleT Jii OHa KpUuaTh TaK TPOMKO, UTO cOeXuTcsi BeCb repcoHan? Mmu
OHHU JIOTaZialoTCsl, UYTO el J0CTaB/sIIOT He3eMHOe YJOBOJILCTBUE W OyAyT [ep)KaTbCsl Mofajblile OT
KyXHU?

BocriomMuHaHve O HallleM Tollesiye OOpyllIMBaeTCs Ha MeHs, W TIOUTHM OKOHYaTebHO JUIAeT
KOHTpOJIsl. YEPT BO3bMH, eIl UyTh-UyThb U s IeHCTBUTeTbHO HaOPOIIyCh Ha Heé U BO3bMY He TOJIbKO Ha
KYXOHHOM OCTPOBKe, HO U Ha BCeX MOBEPXHOCTSIX B 0COOHSsIKe. Sl 3aKpbIBato I/1a3a U Me/IJIeHHO B/IbIXalo,
IbITAsACh YCIIOKOUTHECA. MHe Ha/jo ellé yyTh-uyTh 040K Aark. EIé coBceM HEMHOTI 0.

[nst Hauanma MHe HaJo0 OOBSICHUTHL e, HaKOHell, /JIi Uero OHa 3/leCb U WU3BUHUTHCS 3a TO, UTO
CJIy4MJIOCh JleCATh MUHYT Has3aj, B MOel CIlajibHe.

A xpenko crias, Korja mo4yyBCTBOBa/ eé pyky Ha rpygu. OHa peasibHas BTOPIVIACh B MOM COH, B
KOTOPOM TOyKe Obla OHa, U sl 3aHUMaJICs C Hell BO CHe /it000BbI0. 1 MPOCTO MepenyTan peajbHOCTh U
coH. [ToaToMy 1 HaKHMHY/ICS Ha Heé, 0CBOOOXKast U3 MKaMHBIX IIITAHOB YJieH, TIPeXX/ie UeM TTPOCHY/ICS
Y [IOHSAJI, UTO 5 JieJ1aro.

51 cobuparncs TpaxHyTh €€ KaK JuKapb 0e3 rpeayrpexaeHus, pex/e ueM TOHsUI, YTO MHe HY>KHO
O0CTaHOBUTHCS.

KnsiHych, s He 3Ha/l YTO 3TO peanbHOCTb. 1 Ayman, uTo 3TO ObUT COH. A TIOTOM BHe3arHO
peasibHOCTh 00pYILM/Iach Ha MeHsl, U MHe TIPUIIVIOCh OCTaHOBUTHCS.

51 3Haro, uto obuzen eé cBouM roBeZieHreM. [103ToMy U MO3BO/MI el BbibeXkaTb M3 KOMHarThL.
TonbKo TOT[]a s1 BCTa/ C KPOBAaTH, 3aBsi3ajl LIHYPOK Ha IITAaHAX W TIOMBITA/CS [bIIAaTh yepe3 00/ib B
IpyzAu. boxe Kak ke CUIBHO g XO4y eé.

CHauasna 51 iymaJs, UTo OHa camasi KpacuBasi KeHIIMHa, KOTOPYIO s Korzia-110o BUjes, U oHa OyzeT
u/iea/ibHbIM BapUaHTOM, UTOObI 00eCrieunTh MeHsl Hac/ieJHUKOM. $1 iymaJt, uTo [ijisl 10 CTHXKeHuUs: Moel
ey OyfeT A0CTaTOYHO OJHOTO poCYepKa repa U OfHOTO POCYepKa useHa... Ho s oumbOcs. Kpuctmac
CTaja fjis MeHs Topa3fo OonblM, YeM s TJIaHUPOBajd. YBUEB e, ToZiep)kaB B CBOMX pyKaxX U
nornpoboBaB Ha BKYC eé Myxsble T'yObl, s Mporaa, MOé cep/lle, CJIOBHO BbIPBAJOCh U3 TPYAU U CTajo
evHbIM 11esibiM ¢ Kpuctmac. S Gosibliie y)ke He CMOTY XXUTh 6e3 Heé.

CKaB Ky/laky ellié pa3, s OTKPbUI POT, UYTOObI 00bssiCHUTLCs ¢ KpucT™mac, HO pa3/jaBIIMiiCs Y iBepeit
Ha KyXHe rojI0C, 0CTaHOBUJ/I MeHsL.

— Huxku!

OTOT 3BYK CKOJIB3HY/I XOJIOLAHOM 3MeéN M0 MOeMy IMO3BOHOYHUKY, U S BAPYr OCO3Haj, YTO MbI C
Kpuctmac He coBceM OfIeTHI.

— bir*nb. 310 KOpTHU, — pBIUy 5 ¥ [OKa3bIBaro nasblieM Ha KprcTtMac. — 3acTerHu xanar.

Kpuctmac BBIVIIZUT HEMHOIO OLLEeJIOMJIEHHOW, HO Yy)XKe 4Yepe3 CeKyHJy 3araxuBaeT Xxajar U
CTATMBaeT ero MosiCOM Ha Taauu. SApKUM pyMsiHel] pacliBeTaeT Ha eé IeKax U MHe HHTepeCHO,
IIOHMMaeT JIM OHa celvac, CKOJIbKO BCero MHe IoKasasa.

— Bor Tl rje! — pasgancs ronoc Koptau 3a Moel CITMHOM.

OHa MpoTSruBaeT PYKY, YTOObI KOCHYTHCSI MEeHSI, HO 5 U3BOPAUMBalOCh OT e€ MPUKOCHOBEHUSI.

— Ox. fI v He 3ameTusIa, YTO 3[€Ch IIPUC/IYra, — BBICOKOMEPHO «Ipoumriesa» KopTHU, OKUbIBas
Kpuctmac npe3puTesibHBIM B3IVIS0M.

T'ocriogu, KopTHY Takas ApsiHb. JTa CTepBa CuMTaeT, uTo KpucTtmac — 3T0 HUUTO, [IOTOMY UTO OHA
Ha KyxHe. A Ha camoMm Jene Kpucrtmac [ MeHsl BCE, I0O9TOMY U HaXOAUTCS B CaMOM CepjLie MOero



JloMa.

A ckpectun pyku Ha rpygu u nogouésn Kpucrtmac. BosmoykHo, KopTHu einé He 3HaeT o Kpucrmac,
HO JJOCTaTOYHO CKOPO BCE MOUMET.

KopTHu KonebeTcsi CeKyH/AY, U HarnpsbkeHre B KOMHAaTe BO3pacTaerT.

— $1 mpocTto mpuexana nogapuTh Tebe TOAAPOK, — danblMBO ynbibaeTcsi MHe KopTHU u
Tearpa/ibHbIM JKeCTOM IIpUIIOJHHWMAaeT MaJieHbKYl0 UEpHO-pO30ByI0 CyMOYKY. KoHeuHO ke, 4
Jorajiancsi, 4To B Hell U, B3JIOXHYB, 3aKaTWI Ia3a. JTO CUMKOHOBAs KyK/ja Kymuiaa HukHee Oesbe,
AiyMasi, YTO CMOXXeT TOJKHYTb MeHs C Hero B nocrejb. Ho HeT. OTOro HuMkorzga He npou3ounaét. EcTte
TOJIBKO OJJHO TeJIO, KOTOPOe 51 XOUYy COTPeThb U OHO I103aJjy1 MeHs.

— Tloxanyticta, yxomu. TebGsi He TpuIialiaiM M y MeHs Y)Ke eCTb KOMIIaHUs, — pe3Ko
OTUYEKaHUBAIO 1 U BUXKY BCIIBILKY 3/I0CTY U pa3oyapoBaHus B v1azax KoptHu. OHa gymana, 4To BCE e
CMO>KeT MeHsI OKPYTUTb, Kor/ia s Oyay oiuH Ha Poyk/ie CTBO, HO OHa He yrajana.

KopTHM — [i0ub MOETro /ieJIOBOTO MapTHEpa U eé ceMbsi xoueT 00beJUHUTL Hac B Opake. Ho s He
xouy. MHe HUuero B Heil He HpaBUTCs. OJJHO /lesi0 UMeTh Opak Mo pacuéTy, COBCeM Apyroe Tpaxarb 3Ty
cTepBy. 51 BeX/IMBO 0TKa3asicsi OT Opaka C Heli B pa3roBope C eé OTI[oM, HO KOpTHU BOCIIpUHS/IA 3TO Kak
MUYHOE 0CKopbJieHre U MPO/I0/DKAeT IMbITaThCsl U3MEeHUTh MOé MHEeHHe.

— Hy, xopol1i0, — «IIMMUT» OHa, TOCMOTPEB Ha MeHsI C TaKUM BbIpa)KeHUEM Ha Jivile Kak Oy/To,
el TOJIbKO TMPUIIVIOCh MPOIVIOTUTh KYCOK CTeKa. — $1 MbITasack cZiesiaTh Tak, 4ToObl 3TO cpaboTasio
Qi 06erx Hallmx cemeit HUKY, HO ThI TTIPOCTO STOMCTUYHBIN YOJTIO/IOK.

A Xouy OTBETUTH €l CO BCEW XOJIOIHOW HEHAaBUCTBIO B CBOEM cep/lle, HO He X0uy pa3pylliarhb
JleJIOBble OTHOIIIEHHSI C €r0 OTIIOM M3-3a TOr0, UTO ero Joub u3basioBaHHBI peOEHOK. [losTomy s
TIPOCTO MOJIYY, UTO pa3zipaxkaeT eé el bosblie.

— A 3Haeu yto? Iloweén Tl B 3aaHULy, Hukonac. f cibiuana, 4To Thl TOHSELILCS 38 KaKOW-TO
OeaHOM TOJICTYXOM, KOTOpasi paboTaeT B TOProBOM IjeHTpe. Sl Tak TOHUMal0 Thl, HAKOHel], TioiMar eé,
— OHa OflapMBaeT MeHs Tpe3pUTeNbHON YILIOKOW, 1 s 3aMedar0 BCIBIIKY KPaCHOTO PSZIOM C COOOM.
[Tpexxzme ueM s ycrieBato oTBeTUTh KopTHU, KpricTmMac CTaHOBUTCS psioM CO MHOU M eé Témsast pykKa
TIPYDKUMAaeTCsl K MOeMY JKHUBOTY, @ MOSi MHCTUHKTHBHO 00XBaThIBaeT eil 1yieyo.

— OHa ckopo ye3sxaeT, HUK? I y)ke mpurorosusia Ham 3aBTpak.

S cMOTp1O B sIpKO-3e/iéHble T71a3a Kpuctmac u ynbibatock. E€ ciioBa ropaszio cuibHee, 4eM BCe, UTO
s Mor ObI cka3zath KopTHu. KpricTMac To)ke UTHOPUPYeT 3Ty CTepBy, ueM cBoauT KopTHu ¢ yma. Bpago.
Most iegy oueHb yMHa.

— XopoLlo, MOTOMY YTO 1 IPOCTO yMHUpAK OT IoJiofa, — U... s HAKJIOHSKOCh U HEXHO Lie/yro
Kpuctmac B rybel. Kak TOMbKO Hallli yObl COeIMHSIFOTCS, BO MHE B3DbIBAeTCs MOTPeOHOCTh YIyOuTh
notiesiyii. MHe HeJJoOCTaTOYHO OJJHOTO JIETKOTO KacaHus K eé rybam.

1 mpexzie yeM s O0CO3HAK, UTO TIPOUCXOAUT, 51 MpwKMMar Kpuctmac k cebe, U MOU SI3BIK
BpbIBaeTcs el B poT. KprucTMac He OTCTpaHsieTCsl OT MeHs U 51, pacrassich el 0oJiblle, XBararo eé 3a
33HUIly 00eMMH pyKaMu U, TPUIIOJHSB HEMHOTO OT TM0ja, TPWXUMal K CBOEMY >KECTKOMY
BBITUPAIOIIEMY XPeoTy.

[me-To BAaieKe s C/bIIY, KaK XJI0TaeT BXOJHast IBePb, HO s y)Ke He oOpalljato Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUe.

YepT, 51 xouy B3Th KpricTmac npsiMmo 371ech U TipsiMo ceityac. OcTpoe >kesaHue oOpyllMBaeTCs Ha
MeHsI, ¥ 51 TOUHO 3Hal0, UTO y)Ke Terepb He CMOTy ocTaHOBUThLCS. Horu Kpuctmac obxBaTbiBaeT MO0
TaJvlo0, U 51 caXkaro eé Ha Kpal OCTPOBKA, YTOObI MOM PYKH CBOOOJHO MOTM OpOAUTH Mo eé Teny. 1
OTPBIBAIOCh OT €& TyD U CKOJIbXKY TMOL[eysIMU 10 eé 1iiee, UyBCTBYS, Kak KpucTMac HauMHaeT ApOXKaTh
OT MOUX TIPUKOCHOBeHUM. Mol SI3bIK TyTellleCTBYeT T0 JIOKOMHKe MeXAy eé rpyaeid, U s UyBCTBYHO
IpoXXb KprcTmac cujbHee.

— Oronsb, — cToHeT Kpuctmac, 4 s ppluy B OTBeT.

— 41 3Haro, geTtka. S1 Toxke ropro B orHe. S Hyxzaaroch B Tebe. boxxe, 3T0 Tak 6e3ymMHO, HO $



YYBCTBYIO CebOsl TUKUM )KUBOTHBIM, KOTOpOE HaIluio ceOe mapy.

— Ox, T'ocriogyn, — CTOHeT OHa, KOrAa $ OTOABUIal0 TOHKWW IIEJIKOBbIM Marepyan HOUHOU
COPOYKH B CTOPOHY U HAX0XKy €€ COCOK CBOMM PTOM.

— [a He ToT oroHb. YépTt, Huk, oroxs!

TyT >Ke pa3maéTcs NMPOH3UTEbHbIM CUTHAJT MTOXKapHOW CUTHAM3alUuK, U S BUXKY [IbIM, UCXOSAILAMN
OT KYXOHHOM TIJIUTHI.

S orpeiBatock oT Kpuctmac, rogberar0 K IIMTe, CHUMalO0 CKOBOPOAY C OTHS M HAKpbIBal0 eé
KPBIILIKOW. 3arax CropeBillero OeKOoHa HaIO/IHSeT KYXHIO, HO OH BCKOpDEe pacCeMBaeTCs, KOraa s
BKJIIOUAI0 BEHTHUJIATOP. $1 CJIBIIIY THX0e XMXHWKaHbe 1033l MeHsI ¥ IOBOPAUMBalOCh, UTOOBI YBU/IETH,
Kak KprcTMac cuiuT Ha Kparo MpUJiaBKa U 3a)KMMaeT POT PYKOU, MbITAsiCh HE PACCMESThCSL.

51 mozxoKy K Helt ¥, 00HSIB, HAUMHAI0 CMeSATbCSI BMECTe C Hel.

I'naBa 9.

Kpucrtmac.

A cmeroch, YTKHYBIMCH B rpyib HUKa M OH CMeETCst BMeCTe CO MHOM. 3ByK ero cMexa FPOMKUU U
3aroJiHseT co00i BCIO KOMHarY.

— $1 yke maBHO Tak He CMesICsi, — TOBOPUT OH, M S HEMHOTO OTCTPaHSIOCh OT Hero, 4To0bl
MTOCMOTPETh eMy B IV1a3a. Pyku Huka TyT ke 00XBaThbIBalOT MOE JIMIIO, U 5 XKy, TOLIe/IyeT JTM OH MeHs
CHOBa.

— Boxke, 51 Tak [0AT0 3TOro X0Teya, — OOpMoueT OH U, CK/IOHUBIIMCh KO MHe, OepET B C/iaiKuit
TIJIEH MOM TYOBI. DTOT TOLe/TyM Msirue U He)KHee UeM Te, UTO ObUTM paHblIle.

— $1 KnsIHYCh, TBOM T'yOBI ITOXOXKW Ha JierecTKU po3. OHU Takue MsTKue. S HUKora He TIpoOoBart
Yero-To mogobHoro.

Huk cHOBa HauMHaeT MeHsI Ie/loBaThb, WU sI 0OOXBaThiBal0 €ro 3a Ta/MI0 HOTaMU, 3aphIBasiCh
TaJbl[aMU B €ro BOJIOCHL $1 xouy ObITH K HEMY KaK MOKHO Omvke. /1o 3TOro MOMeHTa sl M He 3Hasla, Kak
CUMBHO TOJIOfHA K ueMy-TO TogobHomy. Ho opHOBpeMeHHO C MpeKpacHbIM UYyBCTBOM, KOTOpPOe
nipoOyau Bo MHe HUK, BHYTpU MeHSs TIOAHUMAETCs CTpax, U 1 00I0Ch OTITYCTUTh €TO0.

51 6orOCh, UTO BCE HCYE3HeT.

HakoHel] OH OTPBIBAeTCs OT MOMX I'y0, TSDKeJIO [IbIilia, ¥ Mbl 00a MbITaeMCsl [IepeBeCTH yX.

— MBI BCTPETWINCH TOMBKO BYEpa, HO MOYEMY-TO MHE KaKeTCs, UTO Thl 3Haelllb MeHs ropas3/o
JlO/bI1e? — CIIpAllMBA0 5, YyBCTBYS, KaK Cep/Lie TIOAKaThIBaeT MPsiMO K TOPJIY.

Ero pyky CKOMB3SIT MO MOEW Ta/luu, KOrJa OH MOJHUMAaeT MeHs C KyXOHHOIO OCTPOBKa, a 3aTem
OepéT MeHsI 11071 3aTHULTY, UTOOBI yaepKaThb.

— $1 Xouy mokaszath Tebe Koe-uTO, HO He x0uy, UTOOBI Thl CXOJW/a C yMa, — OOpMOUeT OH H
B3/IbIXaeT.

S cmymgHHO ynbibaroch eMy U 0OHKMMaro 3a 1ero. HUK B3/bIXaeT emmé pa3, BLIXOAUT W3 KYXHHU U
KyZla-TO HeCET MeHsi. OH HaCTOIbKO CUJIBHBIM, UTO Jla’Ke He HallpsAraeTcsl OT TsDKeCTH MOero Beca. 1 ke
MP)KMMAK0 TOJIOBY K €ro Iiee, BAbIXasi €ro apomar, W CJyllal POBHbIE yaapbl ero cepjua. OH,
BEpOSITHO, XOUeT MO0Ka3aTh MHE UTO-TO BaKHOE TMPSIMO ceildac, HO MHe BCE paBHO.

MUHYTY CITyCTs, s YyBCTBYIO, UTO MOs 3aJJHMI]a MPU3eMJIM/IaCh Ha UTO-TO MSTKOe W ymobHoe. S
OTKPBIBAIO I7Ia3a W BIDKY, UTO MbI B ero KabuHete. [1yras ynbibka paciiBeTaeT Ha MOHMX rybax, Korzaa s
3aMeyYar0 POJK/eCTBEHCKHEe OTHU BOKDPYT OKHa. §1 Zlake He 3Hal0, KaK OH cjiejial 3TO TakK ObICTPO, HO
MHe HPaBUTCS, UTO OH CJieJia TO, UTO 51 TPeJIOKU/IAa eMy. OTO POMaHTUYHO.

— Thbl MUWIBIHA, — IIIETTUY S1 €My U HEOXOTHO TT03BOJISIFO PYKaM COCKOJ/Ib3HYTh C €r0 IIeH.

— $I He gymMaro, uTO KTO-M00 HasbiBa/l MeHSI TaKk, — TOBOPUT HWK, W TIyTOBCKasl yXMbIIKa
UrpaeT Ha ero rybax.

— Ho TbI ObUT HE OUEHB-TO MUJI C 3TOMN JKEeHIMHOU, — YIUBJISIIOCH §, »KeJlast 3HaTh, UTO 3TO ObIIO.
Mory cKa3aTh TOJILKO OJHO, UTO KaK TOJIBKO OHA BOIIIa B KOMHATY, OH SIBHO He X0TeJl, YToObl oHa Obuia



TaM. Bcé Tesno Huka Hanpsrnocs, v g Torja SiCHO TTIOUyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK THEB KUITUT B HEM.

— DTO e/IMHCTBEeHHbIN criocob obieHus ¢ Hel. OHa MJIOX0O MOHKMMaeT C TiepBoro pasa. M mioxo
C/TyIIaeT.

— OmHa 1BOA...

— OHa a71s1 MeHs1 HUKTO. Hukorza He Obuia 1 HUKOT/a He Oyzier.

— ThI Xouelb CKa3arb, YTO S eAUHCTBeHHasl, KTO BH/ie/l TBOK «CJIaJIKytH0» CTOPOHY? —/pa3HIOCh
51, yKeasl, UToObI CepbE3HOCTh Ha ero Jivile yivia 6e3 ciefa. U emg st Mory ckasarb, uto Huky siBHO He
HPaBUTCS, KOI/ia s TOBOPIO O APYrOM >KeHILIMHe.

— MeHs1 1aBHO y)Xe He BOJIHYeT, UTO JIFU AymMatoT 000 MHe. S ep)KyCh OT HUX Ha PaCcCTOSIHUMY,
— OH 00XOAIUT BOKPYI' CBOETO CTOJIa M OTKDbIBAET 3arepThiil SIMK, KyJa OH TOJIOXKUI MO KOH(eTy
MPOLWIOKM HOYbIO. {1 HaK/IOHSIIOCh Y BUXKY, KaK OHA JIEXKUT IOBEePX POXK/eCTBEHCKUX TpUIVIAIleHNUH,
KOTODbIe s 3aMeTH/Ia TIPOIIoi Houbto. OH yOupaeT B CTOPOHY TIPUI/IAIIIEHUS], U TIOf, HUMMU S BXKY CBOU
dboTorpadumu.

— Tonbko He 3/IMCh U He CXOAU C yMa.

51 B HeIoyMeHUM CMOTPIO Ha Hero U BUXKY, KaK OH OTYasiHHO OopeTtcsi ¢ BosiHeHHeM. OH XBaTaeT
My/IBT CO CTOJIA Y LIEIKaeT UM, BKJ/IIOUas TejieBU30p. S MoBopaurBarOCh K SKpaHy U BUXKY, KaK Ha HEM
TOSIBWIMChb KaHajibl, Ha KOTODbIX KaMepbl BH/IeOHAOMIO[ieHUs] TPaHCIUPYIOT, UTO TIPOUCXOAUT B
TOPrOBOM LieHTpe. A caMoOe IJIaBHOE TO, UTO BCe KaMepbl, KOTOpble Y Hero ecTb, COCPeAOTOUeHbl Ha
ogHOM MecTe. Ha ToM, rje 1ouTH BCeraa HaxoxKych 1.

S ornsigpiBaroCh Ha oTorpaduu B SIMKe U C TOUHOCTBEO MOTY CKa3aTb, YTO 3TO CHUMKHU, CHSIThbIE
KaMepaMu BU/IeOHA0MI0/IeHusI.

— ThI 4TO, C/IeAU 32 MHOU? — Jla)ke YBU/IeB BCE 3TO MHE TPYAHO B 3TO MOBEPUTh. — 3aueM?

— C Toro MomeHTa Kak s BIepBble yBHU7Ie/ TeOsi... s He CMOT OCTAaHOBUTBLCS U CreluaabHO
YCTPOU/ BeUepUHKY, UTOObI y MeHsi ObUT TIOBO TpUIIacUTh Tebst ctoma. Kpuctmac, Thl Bce, 0 4éM s
MOT'Y yMaThb.

— $1 HUYero He NMOHKWMAaK. ITUM YTPOM Thl OTTOJIKHY/I MEHS$1, & [IOTOM BeCb 3TOT PasroBOp O TOM,
YTO Thi OyZelllb 3aKpbIBaTh TOPrOBbIM 1IeHTP. [louemMy Thl XOTeJl 3aKphITh €ro, eciu Tebe Tak HPaBUTCS
HabO/roaTh 3a MHOWU? — $S1 UyBCTBYH), KaK KpacCHel U TPUKYChIBalO T'y0y, UTOObI He YIbIOHYThCSI OT
CMYLLEHUSI.

— $1 He xouy, uT0OBI ThI Obl7Ia B TOProBOM LieHTpe. S xouy, 4ToObI Thl ObUIa 37ech. Co MHOMU. S
MoflymMasi, UTO eC/id 3aKpOK TOPrOBbIM 1[eHTP, TO Tebe Hy)KHa OyneT HoBasi paboTa u si cobupasncs
TIpe/IoCTaBUTh eé Tebe 3/1eChb, PSIIOM CO MHOM.

— W uro s Gyny genatsb 371eChb € TOOOI?

— Bcé, uTo ThI 3ax0uellb. XKearebHO B MOEM KabWHeTe PsiioM CO MHOIA.

— A 4TO HACYéT CerofHsIIHero yrpa? — s BCE ellfé He MOrYy YCIIOKOMTBCSI OTTOrO, Kak OH
MOCTYIWJI CO MHOM.

— § pyman, uro Bcé 3TO MHe pUcHWIOCh. Korjia st motiesioBas Tebsi, si Aymast, uTo 1jesioBan Tebs
BO CHe, a TIOTOM TIOHSUI, UTO 3TO He TakK. §1, cxBarus Tebsi, He rogymaB, Kpuctmac. Toraa st ucryrascs,
yTo nipuunrHUI Tebe 60sb. Thl Takasi MU/asi U MajieHbKas, a MOsi TOTPeOHOCTh B Tebe... — OH pa3BOJUT
PYKU B CTOPOHY, MTOKa3bIBasi MHe, UTO ero MOTPebHOCTh C/IUIIKOM BeJIMKa, UTOObI MbITaThCst OObSCHUTD.

51 ke ynmbibarOCh, OTTOTO UTO OH JyMaeT, uTo sl MajieHbKasi. Besib 51 He Takasi. C/iaZioCTU, KOTOpbIe 5
00o>karo, 3aMeTHO OTJIOXKUJIMCh Ha MOUX O8apax v Tamuu. XOTs MOXKeT ObITh /I/isi HeTro s U MajleHbKasl,
IIOTOMY UTO JeUCTBUTEBHO BBIIVISDKY FOpa3zo MeHbllle [0 CPaBHEHUI0 C HUM.

—XopoLo.

—XO0poLL0? — HeyBepeHHO Iepe CripalBaeT OH.

— Tb1 MOXelllb B3ITb MeHsI, — 51 TI03BOJIM/Ia CBOEMY XaJlaTy COCKOJIb3HYTb C IJIeY, U OH CKPYTHJICA
BOKPYT MO€H TaJlhH.



HuK ceKyHZy CMOTPUT Ha MeHs, Kak OyATO He BepUT U MHe UHTEpecHO, UTO OH cobupaeTcs
Jasnblte fenarb. [IpoxofuT eié ceKyH/la U BOJTHEHUe U MPeBKYIIIeHHe TIPOXOSAT CKBO3b MEeHSI.

Co cKopOCTbI0 MOJIHUM HUK MOAXOAWUT KO MHE U, TOJKHYB CITMHOM Ha CBOW CTOJI, HABHMCaeT Ha/lo
MHOM.

— Boxxe, ThI Takasi UePTOBCKU MWJIasi, — PBIUUT OH U €ro POT 0OpyIlMBaeTCss Ha MO0 1ier0. OH
1[e/lyeT U TIPUKYChIBaeT MeHsl TaM. — $1 He /iyMaro, UTo MHe KorJa-Hubyaw OyneT AocTaToyHO Tebs.—
BopMoueT OH U ero poT CKOMb3UT BHU3. HUK fj06upaeTcs /10 Kpast Moeil HOYHOM COPOUKH, U S iyMato,
YTO OH COOUpaeTCsl CHATD €8, HO BMeCTO 3TOro C/ibliily Tpeck. 1€k mokuiaeT Moé Teno, HO TOMbKO He
ero poT. OH TIpofio/KaeT 1]e/I0BaTh MeHs], MyTellle CTBYsI BCE HUKe U HiKe. $1 OTKU/IbIBa0 r0JI0By Ha3a/l,
TIOKa OH TIOIVIOIIAeT MeHs [IFOMM 3a [IIOMMOM.

3areM Huk pa3zBuraeT mou Oefpa M s, TIPUIIOAHSIB TOJIOBY, CMOTPO Ha Hero. Ero B3misif
YIIUpaeTCsi MeXK/[y MOUX HOT, a Ha Jiulje 0ToOpakaeTcsi KapTUHa roJiofia ¥ CTPACTHOTO JKeJIaHuSl.

[ToTpebHOCTh B HuiKe TOXKe 3axXBaThIBaeT MeHSI, U JKTydee KeJaHWe BOJIHAMU TPOHOCUTCSI CKBO3b
MOE€ TeJIo.

— Iloxanyiicra, — MOJt0 1. — Tbl MHe HY)KeH.

OH rybOKO B3/IbIXaeT OT MOUWX CJIOB M, HAaK/JOHUBIIMCh, 3aMHpaeT B [[fOliMe OT MOEro CaMoro
WHTHMHOTO MecTa. HaBepHoe, s /Jo/DKHa ObITh 3aCT@HUMBOW, HO BCE TO, UTO MEX]y HaMU ceiuac
TIPOMCXO/IUT, 51 UYBCTBYIO, UTO 3TO TMpaBUIbHO. U 51 6eCCThIIHO pa3/iBUra0 HOTH LMpe, YTOObI 1aTh eMy
TO, UTO OH XOUeT.

— Temnepsb ThI CTaHeIb TOJBKO MOel, — pbIUUT HUK U ero pot oOpyimBaeTcsi Ha MO0 KUCKY. Kak
TOJILKO €r0 S13bIK MPUKacaeTcsl K MOel KUCKe, MOé TeJio AE€praeTcs, U OH 00XBaThiBaeT MeHs 3a TaJIuio,
4TOOBI ylepKaTb Ha MecTe.

CHauana Huk mpocTo 1jeyeT MeHsl TaM, a TMOTOM HauMHaeT MOXKUPATh, KaK OyITO OH [WKO
ronofieH. Bo MHe paciiBeTaeT HeoOBbsicHUMOe (haHTaCcTHUeCKOe UYBCTBO, IMOKA €ro SI3bIK CKOJIb3UT B3a[|
u Briepén. OH HeXKHO 3acacbiBaeT KJUTOD B POT, U 51 UyBCTBYIO, UTO He Mory Oosbliie. Mosi ciHa
TIPUTIOAIHUMAETCSl OT CTOJa, U s TAHYCh K HUKYy He B COCTOSIHUM TPUHSTH OILyI[eHWs], KOTOPble OH
naput MHe. Ho Korma mou masibIfbl 3apbiBalOTCS B €r0 BOJIOCHI, sI He OTTajKuBaro ero. Haoboport, s
KPETIKO BLIETJISFOCh B HUX U CPBbIBalOCh C 0OpbIBa BHU3, KOT/]a Opra3M OOpYIIMBaeTCsl Ha MeHs..

BosiHa 3a BOJIHOM 3/IeKTPUUECKOTO TOPSUYEero YIOBOJIbCTBUS TMYIbCUPYET CKBO3b KaXKZbIM [IOUM
MOero Tejia. JTO CaMblii HalpsDKEHHBIN TpeKpacHbIi MOMEHT B MOel )KU3HU U HuK mojapus ero MHe.
51 yyBCTBYyIO, UTO CBSI3b M@X/y HAMU PacTET, U ero CJIaJKue JaCKy JieJlatoT HaC e[IMHBIM 1[e/TbIM.

51 niexky He B COCTOSIHUM Jla’Ke OTKPBITH 1ia3a. UucTasi cuia MOIIHOTO Opra3Ma OCTaBU/Ia MeHs
TIOJIHOCTBIO OMYCTOILIEHHOM. HUK ke TIpofio/KaeT 11e/I0BaTh MOE Teslo, TOJBbKO y)Ke JTBUTasiCh BBEpX, a
3aTeM ero ryObl, HaKOHel], KacarTcs MOUX. Sl C/ibliily CKpPUII SllMKa, HO ero POT He TOKW/aeT MOM.
YyBCTBYIO BKYC CBOETr0 YIOBOJILCTBUS Ha €ro si3biKe, ¥ 9TO BHOBb BO30y)KJaeT MeHsl.

[ToTOM s UyBCTBYIO, KaK UTO-TO CKOJIB3UT 110 MOEMY Ia/iblly ¥ HaKOHell, OTKPbIBAtO TJ1a3a.

I'naBa 10.

Huk.

51 mogxBareiBato KpricTMac Ha pyku U BbIHOILY 13 KabWHeTa B CBOO Cra/ibHIO. Hatlly criasibHto.

— Huk, — B3/[pIxaeT OHa, KOryja sl BXO)KY B KOMHATY U aKKypaTHO KJafly eé Ha cepe/JuHy KpOBaTH.

— $1 3Har0, Kak Hejerno 3TO MOXKeT T0Ka3aThCsl, HO MPOCTO BbIC/YIAN MeHs. 1 Tak [10/iro XoTes
TeOs1. MHe KaXkKeTcs, UTo s »K/Jas TeOsi 11e/yl0 BeUHOCThb, — $1 3aripaB/isiio Mpsi/ib Bojaoc KpucTmac 3a yxo
U CMOTPIO B eé 3eJiéHble 171a3a. — S TOHUMal0, UTO 3TO BCE HOBO /17181 Tebsi... Ho s Jo/bKeH mpu3HaThCs,
YTO B TOT MOMEHT, Kor/ia 51 yBU/jies Tebsi, y MeHst ObLii Ha TeOsi coBceM /Ipyrve ryiaHbl. §1 XoTes coBcemM
Apyroro...

— UTo ThI uMeelb B BUAY? UTo Tebe ObLIO HY)KHO?

— Tlocne cmepTu otiia s oTtropoawscs oT Bcex. 1 3akpeuica. Ho co BpemeHeM s 3axoTes



Hac/leHWKa. §1 3axoTes, UTOObI y MeHS MOSBUICA PeOEHOK, KOTOPBIA HOCHI Obl MOIO (haMUIUI0, U
XOpoIIiasi )KeHIIMHA TIPOBeJia C HUM BCHO OCTAaBIIYIOCS >KH3Hb, — §1 ybl0aoch KpucTmac U MPOBOXKY
nasiblieM 110 eé HIKHel Tybe. — TIoToM s yBUes TeOsi, U Thl MHe TT0Ka3ajiach TOH CaMOM >KEeHIIMHOM,
KOTOpasi CMOKEeT TIOMOYb MHE OCYITle CTBUTh MEeUTY U TI0IapUTh MHe Hac/IeJHUKA. S XOTesT Ipe/iyIo’KUTh
Tebe cfenKy... ¥ BCTpeya C ToOOW Jo/pKHA ObUla TIPOSICHUTH MOE pelrieHHe. §1 Ky 3TO KOJIBIIO,
ZyMasl, UTO Thl COIJIACHIILCS ITOMOYb MHe. Ho... BCé M3MeHU/IOCh, KOT/ia 1 yBUzie Tebsi peanbHY0, a He
yepe3 00bEKTHB BH/le0KaMephl. Tereps s yBepeH, UTo He iaM Tebe BO3MOXKHOCTb CKa3aTh MHE «HET».
KpucrMmac, s xoay, uToOBI ThI CTajia MOel »KeHOW W MaTephi0 MOUX JieTeid, TIOTOMY UTO sl HUKOT/la He
BCTpeYasl HUKOTO KOT0 XOTesl Obl TaK CHUJIbHO Kak Xouy Tebsi. Thl epeBepHysia BeCh MOM MUP C HOT Ha
roJIOBY. $1 HUKOT/IA He BJTIO0JISICS MTHOBEHHO, TOJILKO ITOCMOTPEB Ha KOro-To. Ho B TOT MOMeHT, Korjia
TBOU IJIa3a BCTPETU/IMCh C MOUMHU — 3TO ITPOU30IIVIO.

S mpunognsin pyky Kpuctmac K rybam U Tio1ie/ioBas KOJIbI[0, KOTOPOe Hajiesl Ha eé masel. DTOT
TISITU KapaTHbIA OpW/ITMaHT U3yMPYAHOU orpaHku (1) coBepilieHHO BO3MYTUTEJIEH 10 pa3Mepy, HO MHe
Ka)KeTCs ero BCE elllé HeJ0CTaTouHO it Heé. OHa 3acy)KMBaeT KaMeHb pa3mMepoMm c JIyHy 3a To, UTo
3aCTaB/isieT MeHS UyBCTBOBATh.

— §1 mobmo Tebs1, Kpuctmac. Tebe, KOHEUHO, MOXKET TTOHAJOOUTLCS BpeMsi, UTOObI MOFOOHTH
MeHs], HO 51 00elljato, uTo 1o3abouyck o Tebe 1 Bcerya Oyay 106p v HexxeH ¢ ToOoi. 51 1am Tebe Bce, uTO
TBOEH Ayilie OyfieT yrofgHo U fAaxke 6osibite. 1 Oymy 3anminarh Tebs1, Aep>karh B 6€30MacHOCTH U C/ieJiato
TeOsT CBOel XXKM3HBIO 10 CBOETO IMOC/Ie/IHET0 B37l0Xa. BbIXoAM 3a MeHs, U s TIOKaXKy Tebe, UTO MbI MOYKEM
OBITH CUACT/IUBBL

— Hukonac... 51 B pacTepsHHOCTU. Y MeHsI HUKOT/Ia paHbIlle He ObUTo mapHsA. HO Kak TOBKO
yBHjlesa Tebs, TO TIOHsI/Ia, UTO ThI ApYroi. Thl TOT, B KOTO S TaK JIETKO MOTY B/IFOOUTHCS, — KpuctMac
NIpUKycHWIa ry0y U To)kaja TiedamMu. — BeposiTHO, s I0/DKHa ObUla Oe)kaTb BHH3 T10 XOJIMY YBH/IEB
cBou ¢ororpaduu B TBOEM crosie... Ho B 3[paBOM yMe 3TO WM HET, MHe HDPABUTCS WJ€s, UTO ThI
CMOTpeJ1 Ha MeHsI B TOPTOBOM IieHTpe. MHe Ka)KeTCsl 3TO POMaHTHUYHBIM.

1 cTapatock He [lymarhb O TOM, UTO Yy Heé HUKOT/a He ObI/Io TapHS.

51 6yny eé mepBbM. U miociefHUM.

S urHOpHPYIO CBOIO 60JIe3HEHHYIO IPEKIIUI0 M TIPOBOXKY PYKOM 10 €€ ITieKe U IPY/Iu.

— CKakl MHe, UTO Thl OcTaHelbcs. CKakd, 4To Thl Oyzpelb moeid, KpuctMac, — pbIuy s U
CKOJTbXKY PYKOU 110 eé 6eapy. — CKa’ku, UTO ThI OT/JAlllb MHE BCE.

Kpucrtmac o6m3bBaeT Ty0Obl, 1 MOU UjieH MYJIbCUPYET OT >KeTaHUsI 0Ka3aThCs KaK MOXKHO TITy0ske
B Hell. OHa MpOTArUBaeT PYKY U KJIaJ8T e€é Ha MO0 IPY/b.

— 5] HUKOTIa He /lefiajia 3TOTO paHbiie. Bcé 3To, — Miermyer 3To.

PymsHer; KpucTmac rokasbiBaeT MHe e€ HeBUHHOCTh U 51 yITUPal0Ch CBOUM JIOOM B €€,

— $1 To)ke HUKOTZAa He 3aHMMaCs M000BbIO, KpucTtmac. Y MeHsi ObUT CEKC, HO 3TO ObLIO
OecCcMBIC/IEHHO U JIOBOJIBHO ZIaBHO. [0 TOrO Kak s IMOTepsiT OTI[a M 3aKpbUICS B 0COOHsKe. U yxk
KOHEUHO, 3TO OyJIeT He TO, UTO y MeHs eCThb ¢ ToOoM. To, UTo y Hac ecTb, OyZieT He IMOX0XKUM Ha TO, UTO
Kor/ia-m1u60 ObII0 y KaXk0ro 13 Hac. Ho MbI HaliiéM Haill 1yTh. BmecTe.

— Ha, Huk. §1 6yny TBoeii. 51 Bbiky 3a Tebst 3aMy»K U TTPOBe/ly CBOO XKH3HbB PSJIOM C TOOOM.

$I cMOTpIO el B IVIa3a U BHDKY, UTO OHA TOBOPUT IpaBy.

— 4 Toxxe Tebs 0010, — IIeITUeT OHA.

OTH CJI0Ba TIOJTHOCTBIO JIMIIAFOT MeHSI KOHTPOJIS U I, pa3BsA3bIBal0 IHYPOK Ha CBOWX IMHKAMHBIX
mraHax. Kak TOBKO s1 ©30aBUIICS OT HUX, U MbI OKa3a/IMCh MTOJIHOCTHIO0 00OHAYKEHBI 51 CKOJTbXKY MEXY eé
GéapamMu ¥ yITUparoCh WIEHOM MPOTUB eé Bxoza. OHa BCE eImé JIUIKast OT e€ MpeAbIAYIIero opra3ma u s
TIPOBOKY TOJIOBKOW UJieHa BBEPX W BHU3 110 €& BIAXHOCTU. §I UYBCTBYIO, KaK TyOKM KHCKHU
OTKPBIBAIOTCS, U MOW WeH CKOJIb3UT MeXIy HUMH. U fa, s1 oKa3ascs IpaB, Ha BKyC KrcKa Kpucrmac
C/laZikasi Kak KOpHIla U MEZ U sl XOuy BHOBb Torpo6oBarh eé. Ho Mol wieH C/UIIKOM TpeboBaTesieH U



ero TOXe HY)KHO «HaKOPMHTb».

OH xoueT ObITh BHYTPU HEE, M OH XOUET pa3MHOKAThCs.

— ThbI IpUHUMAEIIh TPOTHBO3auaTOUHbIe? — CITpAIlMBAl0 5, Cropasi OT JKeJIaHHs 3HaTh, MOT'Y JIU I
c/ienarb eé bepeMeHHOM.

— Her. Thbl X0uelllb UCITO/Tb30BaTh NIPe3epBaTHB?

A ycmexHysics ¥ rokadasi roJIOBOM.

— §1 xouy B34Tb TebOs1 6e3 3alyThl, AeTKa. f1 Xouy UyBCTBOBaTh TBOIO IVIaJIKYHO C/IaZIOCTh Ha cebe.

— Torpa MbI pruckyem 3abepeMeHeTh, — ynbi0aeTcss MHe Kpuctmac. Ho korjia 0Ha TOBOPUT 3TO, o
BIKY SIDKYIO BCIIBIIKY CBETa B €€ I71a3ax.

— Kak pa3 Ha 3T0 st oueHb HafIeroCh, — PbIUY 5. Moi1 usieH ucTeKaeT CriepMoi MPOTUB eé KJIUTopa
OT OJJHOM TOJIbKO MBIC/TU 3arlOJIHUTh e€ BCto Oe3 octaTka. — S He Oy/ly BBITaCKMBATh U MbI [I0CMOTPUM,
CKOJIbKO pa3 MHe ToTpebyeTcs B3Th Tebs1, YToObI ZlaTh MHe U Tebe TO, uero Mbl 00a XOTHM.

KpucTmac KMBaeT ¥ CMBIKaeT HOTH BOKPYI MO€H TajuH, MpHI/alliast BOUTH B Heé. S peryaupyro
cBou Oefipa M Ha)KMMar0 KOHUMKOM Ha eé BXOfI, TT03BOJIsisi €€ KMCKe BCOCATh TMepBbIM /I0WM useHa. 1
MSITKO PACKauMBalOCh B3aj W BIIEPE/, TIOKA KOHUMK He CTAHOBUTCS XOPOILO BIa)KHBIM. 3areM, Korja
YyBCTBYIO, UTO €€ Oapbep MbITaeTCsi OCTAHOBUTL MeHs, 5 HAKJIOHSIIOCh, Oepy B TijieH eé TyObl, U pe3Ko
TOJIKAIOCh BIIE€PENl, CpbIBasi €€ «BUINEHKY». KpucTMac HampsraeTcsl Tof0 MHOM M CTOH OT 0oJu
cpbiBaeTcs ¢ eé Ty6. Ho 60716 OBICTPO TTPOXOAUT U OHA pacciabiseTcs.

Kucka Kpuctmac ckumaeT MeHsl TaK TJIOTHO, UTO $i CTUCKHBalO 3yObl U COCpeloTauMBaoCh Ha
Hel. §1 He MOT'y IyMaTh O TOM, KaK XOpOIIIO UyBCTBYeTCsS €€ KMCKa, WHaue s 3aKOHUY TPeX/e YeM MbI
nake HauHEM. [ToaTOMY 51 Iapro el MATKUI TIOLle/iyl U yOMparo BOJIOCHI C e€ Baa)KHOro Jiba. i 1ernuy
el ycrokauBatoie cjioBa. ['0Bopto, uTo BCE OyzleT XOpoIo ¥ BcKope KpucTmac HauMHaeT [IBUTATh
6éapaMu BMeCTe CO MHOIA.

MbI Me/IJIeHHO HaulHaeM KPY)KUThCSI B JIF0OOBHOM TaHI[e BMeCTe.

51 BXOXKy B Heé Ha BCIO JI/IMHY, ¥ OHA MPUITOAHUMAaET Oespa, C KaXXIbIM MOUM YapOM ITPUBETCTBYS
KaK/IpIli MO Oosiee TBEP/IbIN TO/TUOK. Moeli yKeHIIMHe 3TO HpaBUTCS. §1 packauuBaro 3aZiHULIEN BBEPX U
BHU3, yOeIUBILMCh, UTO OHA MOyYaeT KaXK/bli [I0MM MOero ujieHa, ¥ uTo s 3afieBato eé kiutop. Horu
KpucTmac HauMHalOT /IpoXKaTh, U e€é KpeMm ell§ Oosblile MOKpbIBaeT Mol usieH. UEpT, oHa GepéT moii
YJieH KaK TTIOPHO3Be3/1a, U sl PbIUy KaXK/IbIi pa3, KOrjja BXOXKY B €€ KHCKY.

— JleTKa, ThI TaK XOPOIIO UyBCTBYeIlbCs. Takast Muasi, uzeaabHasl.

Kucka Kpuctmac 3acacbiBaeT MeHsi BHYTPb eIlg 00siblile, 1 OHa YMOJsieT MeHs BXOUThb ObIcTpee.
Br*nb, Kak yke MHe TaK 4epTOBCKHU ToBe3/10? OHa camasi KpacuBasi JKeHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO s Korjaa-mnbo
BUJIEJI.

['pyau KpucTmac MOAIpPBITMBAOT C KaXKAbIM MOMM TOJIUKOM, IIPU3bIBasi MEHSI 00paTUTh Ha HHUX
BHUMaHUe U S, HAKJIOHUBILMCb, CMbIKal0 POT CHauaja Ha OHOM COCKe, TIOTOM Ha [IpyroMm. PymsiHer]
10Ji3€T 110 11iee KprcTmac BHU3, TIPSIMO K €€ PO30BbIM BepIIMHaM.

Kpuku Kprctmac CTaHOBATCS TpOMUe, KaK TOJIBKO $I CHJIbHEe BCAChIBal0 COCOK B POT U BXOXKY B
Heé. §I UyBCTBylO, KaK ero KWCKa CKHMaeT MeHs W Tepeli TeM KakK OHa KOHYAaeT, s HeMHOI0
TIPUKYChIBal0 €€ COCOK. JTOr0 OKa3bIBaeTCs JOCTarOYHO, UTOOBbI OTMpaBUThL eé uepe3 Kpail. OHa
KPUUUT, U 3ByKU YZIOBOJIbCTBHS 9XOM Pa3HOCSTCS M0 KOMHare. JTOT 3BYK Toio0eH HebeCcHOM recHe st
MOUX YILIeU.

51 BXO)Ky B Heé B TIOC/IEJHUM pa3, M MOM UjleH HaKauuBaeT B Heé )KMBUTEbHOE CeMsi, KOTOpOoe s
yBepeH ObICTpo «mpopactér». Crnagkas criesiasi Kucka Kpuctmac mbET MOUW HeKTap, U s BUXKY
He0Oo/bILoN CJiefi PO30BOrO 1[BeTa Ha OCHOBAHWM CBOEr0 ujieHa. DTO 3aCTaB/sieT MeHs KOHUUTh eIl
CUIbHEe, BBITyCKasi BCIO CBOIO CTIEpMY B €€ >KaXKAYIIyi0 KUCKY. bist, omyxiime mo/ioBble TYOKH U KJTUTOP
KpucTmac Kak >KECTKasi )KeMUY)KHHa BbITPAIMBAIOT MOEr0 BHUMaHUS. 51 IOTATMBAIOCH K HEMY PYKOH M
HE)XHO MPUKACaloCh K HeMy. KpricTMac KpUUUT U BHOBb TTOTPY’KaeTCs B MyYWHY Opra3Mma.



— Hy, BoT u Bcé, mMos Musasi jeBodyka. OTKpoWcsi Jjis MeHs, — 51 CKAUMaro eé Oeapa u
TIPUTIOAHUMaAI0 WX, MO/ICOBbIBAst 1O/, HUX MOAYIIKY. — $1 Bcerna Oyny AaBaTh Tebe TO, UTO Thl XOUelllb.

51 He criellly BbIXOAWUTb M3 Heé U HE)KHO JlaCKald PyKaMU eé ammeTUTHOoe Teno. KpucTMmac Tsokesno
JBIIMT HO, e/IBa OTKPBIB I71a3a, YIbI0aeTCsl MHe U & I0BOJIbHBIN B3IVIsiZl COTPeBaeT MHe [IYIITY.

— OT10 6BII0 TakK TIpeKpacHo, Huk. 1 mobsito Tebs.

— §1 Toxe Tebs mobsr0, Kprctmac, — 1miernuy si, HaKJIOHSISICh M MSITKO 1[e/Tyt0 eé B TYObl, Tpex/e
yeM Me/l/leHHO CHOBA HauyaTh paCKauMBaThCsl B Heil. — {1 Oyay /toOuTh Tebsi BeCh ZieHb, a TIOTOM BCHO
HOYb. MBI, KOHEUHO, MOXKEM C/ieJiaTh TepepbiB, UTOObI Thl OTKpbUIA TOJAPKH, KOTOpble s /s Tebs
TIPUTOTOBU U 11oesia. Ho, Kpome 3TOr0, 1 x0uy, UTOOBI ThI ObIIa B TIOCTEIM CO MHOU BeCh /IeHb.

Ona ynbibaeTcsi MHe B T'yOBbl.

— §1 korpma-Hubynb roBopuia Tebe, uTo Poxx/ie CTBO MOt /IF0OMMBII TTpa3/THUK?

— IpurotoBscs, feTka. Tereps, Korzaa s TOXATUI Tebsl, KaXK/blii TBOM JieHb OyneT PoxxziecTBOM.

— Ho TbI He MOXelllb TOXUTUTh TO, YTO CaMO K Tebe TIPUIIVI0, — TOBOPUT OHA, BO3Bpalljas MHe
MSITKHAM TIOLIeTYM.

— Muiasi, mpocTo nofbirpaii MHe. Hauasio Haileld ucrtopuu OyzieT 3ByuaTh ayullle, eciau Oyner
HAUWHAThCS C TOTO UTO 51 TeOsI MOXUTUI, — 51 CKOIBXKY I'ybamu K 1iiee KpricTMac ¥ UyBCTBYHO €€ CMexX.

— Hy, xopotio. [10roBOpUIUCh.

— OTnuuHo. A Temepb UTO MHe ellg c/ieaTh /s Te0s?

KpucTtmac npuTBOpsIeTCs, UTO iyMaeT CeKyH/1y, IpeJk/ie ueM MoCMOTpPeTb MHe B TJia3a.

— 3aliMUCh CO MHO# /TF0O0BBIO.

— Bcé uTto 3axouellb, feTKa.

Jnmior 1.

Kpucrmac.

/lea 2o00a cnycms...

51 BBIXOXKY U3 BaHHOW KOMHAThl M HaX0XKy CBOEr0 MY»Ka Jiexkallero B rocrenu. Hama gous Ho3sb
JIE)KAT Ha €ero TpPyAd U KPerKO CIUT BMecTe C HUM. S CHUMalO XajaT U OCTOPOXKHO, UTOOBI He
pa30yuTh KX 3abuparoch B KpoBaTh. S He yauB/eHa, UYTO OHU 06a Tak ObICTPO ycHynu. Y Hac Obuia
oObryHasi BeuepuHKa B PoxkjectBeHckuii CouenbHUK, HO B 3TOM TOAly Mbl COBMECTWIH €€ C AHEM
POXK/IEHUSI JoUepH.

51 BCé elllf He MOT'Y TIOBEPUTh, UTO TIPOIIVIO yXKe /iBa rofia Kak mbl ¢ Hukom Bmecte. 1 He mory
TIOBEpUTh, UTO Halllel MasbllliKe CerofHsi roj,. 3HaeTe, si He MOTY celuac Jia)ke BCTIOMHUTb TO BpeMs],
Korjla UX He ObL/IO B MO€i JKU3HU.

«Haw PojcdecmeeHckuli no0apok» TOBOPUT Npo Hally Aoub Hukosac. OH ropf, OTTOro YTO Halll
pebGEHOK BbIOpan Poxkzie CTBO [i/ist CBOEro pOsKJeHUsl.

51 cKOMBXKY B3IVISIZIOM BBEpX, M 3aMeuaro, Kak TéMHbIe I7la3a Huka y)ke OTKDBITBI U CMOTPST Ha
MeHs1. OrpoMHasi ZIoBOJIbHAs YTbIOKa paciiBeTaeT Ha ero rybax.

— OHa ycHyla Ha MHe, — IllellYeT OH, TOIVIa)KWBasi BBIOIMECS] CBeTJ/ible JIOKOHBI Halleh
TIPUHIIE CChI.

— O, s yBepeHa, uTO Thl He 04eHb-TO U CTapascs YIOXKUTh Hoa/b B €€ KpoBaTKe, — ILIeTTUYy Si.

— $1 10 cux Mop He MOT'Y TIOBEPUTh, UTO OHA yXe eCTb. Ho 51 BCE-TaKu [lymMaro, UTO TIPUIIVIO BpeMsI
nofiapuTh Ho3b cecTpUUKy uiu GpaTuka.

— Thl Tak JyMaellb? — CKIOHSIOCH 51 HafZ, HUKOM U Jjapto eMy ciaikuid, TTyOOKH TIOLIeTyi.

— Thi >ke 3Haellb, UTO 51 1100/1I0 Tebst bepeMeHHOiA.

— O, s 3Hat0, — THUXO CMEIOCh 1.

51 nymasa, uTo y Hac ObUla aKTUBHAsI CeKCyaJsibHasl XKU3Hb JI0 TOTO, Kak s 3abepemMeHesa, HO, Kak
oka3anoch, HeT. Kak To/ibko Hukosac y3Has, uTo s GepeMeHHa, OH He CMOT Jiep)KaTb OT MeHsSI CBOU
pyKU Tiofjanbliie BooOie. UepT, oH faxke He BbIlTycKaa MeHsi U3 Buay. OH Bceria BOJTHOBAJCS, UTO CO



MHOU UTO-TO MOXKET C/yYUThCS.

— Tol el He roTroBa K 3TOMY? — CIIpallliBaeT OH, U s 3aMeyar0 HOTKY pa3ouapOoBaHUs B €ro
r1a3ax.

— Hukonac, y Hac OyfieT CTOJ/IbKO /ieTel, CKOMBbKO ThI 3aXouelllb. Thl )kKe 3Haelllb, MHe HPaBUTCSI
OBITb MaTepblo, U 51 X0UY OOJIBIIYIO CEMBIO.

— boxke, meTka, s Tak Tebs mo0/m0, — 1ienyetr meHss Huk. — Tlokanyi, s moiay, ynoxxy Hosb B
KPOBATKY, UTOObI Mbl MOITIM HauaTb TPYJUTHLCS HaJ, BTOPbIM pebéHKOM. f yBepeH oHa OyieT criarh
3aBTpa /I0T03/IHa M0 CJie TOro Kak MPOMYCTH/Ia COH CerofiHsi v Obla B 1[eHTPe BHUMaHUs Ha BeuepuHKe.

Huk ckatuncs ¢ kpoBaty U rnoHéc Hossb B eé koMHary. [locsie Toro Kak s yByziesia uro OH ucues
3a /IBepsiMU, s BCKOuWsa U mopbexana K cBoeMy mikady. Harvia HOUHYHO COPOUKY, KOTOPYIO OH MHe
TI0Zlapwui1 B Ty Hallly IlepByr0 Houb. HO ec/ii ueCTHO, He Ty )Xe caMmyr0. B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, OH pa3opBas eé
TOTJla Ha MHe, MI03TOMY 51 KYITH/Ia TaKyk >Ke HOBYO. S OBICTPO Hallla COPOUKY, Hazlesia eé U BepHY/ach
B KPOBATh.

MrHoBeHue crycts, HUK BXOOUT B KOMHATY, ITIOAXOAWUT KO MHe, U 1jeJlyeT MO0 LLet0, Ipexze yeM s
MOT'y CKa3aTb XOTb CJIOBO.

— OT0 MoU PoxKzeCTBeHCKUK MOJApOK? — CIIpallMBaeT OH, Lie/lyd CJ1aJIKOe MeCTeUyKo 3a MOUM
YLLKOM.

S OTKJIOHSAIO T'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY U BUXKY, KaK 4acbl OTCUATHIBAIOT POBHO MOJIHOYL. BOT U HacTtasio
Poxpgectso.

— [a, — BeigbIxaro 1. — Ho ecTs e koe-uro.

HuK mofiHUMaeT roJioBy, UTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha MeHs.

— 41 yxxe 6epemenHa, Huk. CuactiuBoro PoxzecTsa.

Jnuior 2.

Huk.

Lecamb n1em cnycma. ..

S noaxoxy K Kpuctmac c3aau u obHMMar0 eé 3a Tanuio. Llenyro B 1110 U CJIbllily, KaK MaJeHbKU
CTOH CPBIBAIOTCA C eé TyD.

— Iloliém ckopelt CO MHOM HaBepX, — YrOBapHBaro $i, NbITasiCh [IOXUTUTH €é.

OHa noBopauvBaeTCsi KO MHe W HEKHO KacaeTCsl pykaMu Moero Juvna. f1 BUXKY 030pCTBO B eé
yIIbIOKeE.

— Huk, y Hac noJsiHbIM 3aMOK rOCTeM.

— Ho 3T0 He «HeT», — pbIuY 9 U BbITACKUBAIO €€ 13 TOJIIbL

Mbl BMecTe y)Ke [JOCTaTOUYHO [MOMro, Tak 4To s mnoHuMar Kpuctmac 6esonmbouHo. MHe
JOCTaTOYHO YBU/IETh, KAK OHA MPUITOJHUMAaeT OpPOBb, UM KaK OHA y/bibaeTCs, KOrjja OMMPaeTCsi CBOUM
TeJIOM Ha MO — OHa XOUeT MeHsI TaK >Ke CUJIbHO, KaK U 5 xouy eé, 1 OHa OpocaeT MHe BbI30B TIPUNTH U
notpeboBarh 3TO.

CerofHsi OHa Hajlesla KpacHoe Tijiatbe Oe3 OpeTesiek, UTOObI MOMYUYUTh MeHs, s TOUHO 3HAl 3TO.
['nybokoe ZieKonbTe Mal0o CKpbIBaeT e€ arneTUTHYIO IPydb, a TOHKas TKaHb HEMPUCTOWHO obseraeT
TeJIO.

S 6b1 He xoTes, YTOOBI OHA BBIXOZW/A K TOCTSIM W3 CrajbHU B 3TOM Hapsje, HO OHA >X7ana o
noc/e/iHel CeKyH/Ibl, YTOObI BLIATU K TOCTSM U 1 HE CMOT TOJHSATh UeIHOCTh C 10JIa ¥ 0CTaHOBUTH €é.
OHa Me/iIbKHY/a B TOJITIe TIapy pa3, TIPUBETCTBYs HallMX rocreii. f >ke ObUT MpuUK/IeeH K eé OOKY, He B
COCTOSIHWM CZe/1aTh Jaxke Liar OT Heé.

Haiia exxerogHast PoxkjecTBeHCKasi BeUepuHKa, KaXkeTcs, pacTéT U3 roja B rof. XoTs 1 U OTOLIE/
oT Goibllieli yacTu MOBCeHEBHBIX 00s3aHHOCTeN B KOMIaHuu, KpucTMmac mobut npa3faHuku. BuieTs,
KaK eé Iyia3a 3aroparoTcs OT BOJIHeHMs, KOIJla OHa IPUBETCTBYeT BCeX U »KejlaeT UM CYaCTJ/IMBbIX
TIPa3/iHUKOB, JIeJIal0T MeHs elf Oosbllle CUaCT/IUBBIM, U s 3Hal0, UTO HUKOTJA He OTKaxy el B 3TOM



yIOBOJIbCTBUE. [leTn OGeraroT BOKPYT U BeCh 3aMOK IT0JIOH Becesibsi. OHa BHOBB Cjle/laia He3abbIBaeMyro
BeUepUHKY U BCe XBaJIAIT €€ yCu/ivs. ITO 3aCTaB/sieT MO IPyAb pa3AyBarbCs OT OPAOCTH, U TOTO UTO
JIFO[II MOTYT BU/IeTh HACKOJIBKO JIEMICTBUTE/IBHO YJIUBUTE/IbHA MOS >KEHa.

— Kyza Tbl MeHsI BeIEIL? — ITIeITUeT OHa, KOT/Ia 5 3aBOKYy eé B CBOM KaOWHeT.

— TwI ke 3Haellb, Kak s /i06/10 MTOHOCTaIbIMPOBaTh, — OTBeYal0 s1 U 3aKPhIBalO /IBEPb CBOETO
KabMHeTa Ha 3aMOK.

He roBopst HU (JI0Ba, OHa MOAXOJUT K MOEMY CTOJIy U YCTpPauBaeT CBOKO allleTUTHYIO TOMKY Ha
caMoM Kparo. Me/ijieHHO, OHa IIPUTIOAHUMAET T1/IaThe, 00Ha)Kasi C/IMBOUHbIE O&/pa.

— Beitie! — mpuKka3sbIiBaro s, KMBas Ha I1/1aThbe.

OHa fie/1aeT, Kak s TIPOIIy U TSHEeT MaTepuas BBepX, YToObI ITI0Ka3aTh MHe eIlg O0/bIle.

— Terepb pa3BHUHBb HOTU.

A BUXKY, Kak JIETKUU pyMsiHel| OKpallMBaeT EKW KprucTMac ¥ Mou ujieH TBep/eeT. [laxke mocsie
BCEro 3TOr0 BPEMEHH, UYTO Mbl BMeCTEe OHa BCE eIlf MOKeT CTeCHSThbCS. M 3TO JercTByeT Ha MeHs
O4eHb BO30y)KaroI1le.

[Tocne cekyH bl KoiebaHMM OHA pa3/iBUraeT HOTH, U 51 BUXKY, UTO Ha Hell HeT... TPYCHUKOB.

Sl peIuy TIpy BUjle e€ rojioll KMCKHM, 6pocaroch K Hel, TOJ/IKal0 CITMHOM Ha CTO M MOJIHMEHOCHO
paccTéruBaro Oproku. [IpixaHue KpucTMac CTaHOBUTCS TIPEPLIBUCTHIM, U sl TPYOO pa3fiBUrar0 el HOTU

emmé 6oblLe.
— ThI BCIO HOUB X01/1a 6€3 TPYCHKOB, — I1€XKY s CKBO3b CTUCHYTBIE 3yObl. Heo0X0AMMOCTh B TOM,
yTOOBI HaKa3aTh €€ 3a 3TO JABUT HAa MeHs. — TbI MMO3BO/IM/IA TOM MUJIOW KHMCKEe pacXa)kKuBaTh 0e3

OI103HaBaTe/IbHbIX 3HAaKOB HAPOYHO, He TaK Jiu?

— B03MO)XKHO, — IIlerueT 0OHa MSTKUM Kak 00/1aK0 Tro/I0COM.

— Bo03MO0)XHO, — pBIUY s U, 0CBOOOJUB CBOUW MYILCUPYIOLMN UjieH, 3alycKal) ero KOHUMK B eé
B/I&YKHOCTb. OHa y)Ke TIPOMOK/Ia U SIBHO XO4eT MeHSl.

51 pe3ko BXOXKY B Heé, u KprcTtMac 3azibixaetcsi oT Moero Haropa. C Haimx ryd cpbiBaeTcsi CTOH, U
eé MJIOTHOe, BIa)KHOE TeIlIO OKYyThiBaeT MOU useH. Kucka Kpucrtmac nynbcupyet, U g 3Haro, YTO OHa
yKe Ha rpaHd. §1 MpOTSATUBal0 PYKy U CTSTWMBAO BepX IIaThs BHU3, OOHa)kasi eé amnmeTUTHBbIe TPYIU.
[pyrovi pykou Mpr>XKUMaro eé K CTOy U CHOBa pe3Ko BxOXYy. Cucbku KprcTmac apoxkar ¥ MaHAT MeHs
U 51, 00MM3HYB TI'yObl, HaK/JOHSIOCH U Gepy B POT TipaBbiii COCOK. KpucTmac CTOHeT el rpoMue u
CUJIBHO CKMMaeT MOU BOJIOCHI, KOI7ia S IIPUKYChIBAIO €ro.

— O boxe, — CTOHeT OHa, U 5 Bpe3aroCh B Heé CUJIbHee.

CkpexxeT MOero CToJia 1o /IepeBSHHOMY TI0/Ty He UMeeT 3HaueHus1 [ijisi MeHs1, Korjia st 6epy eé Kak
JKUBOTHOe.

51 equHCTBeHHBIN 006/1a1aTesib KprcTMac v Bcero eé BHUMaHMUSI.

51 xouy, uT0OBI OHa 3Hasa, YTO B MUDPe HET HUUEro KpoMe MeHsl.

51 xouy, uT0OBI OHa 3Hasa, YTO HUKTO He /I0CTAaBUT el TaKoro yIOBOILCTBUSI KDOMe MeHs.

S eIMHCTBEHHBIN /11 HE€ My)KUMHa.

— Mosi Munas Tpsi3Hast ZileBOuKa Xo/iu/a BeCh Beuep 0e3 TpPyCMKOB. MHe TIpUZIETCS HaKa3aTb Tebs
3a 3TO, — 5 TOJIKAIOCh B Heé cujibHee, 1 e€ CTOH IT0YTH IepeXoAuT Ha KpUK. KpucTMac xBaraeT MeHs 3a
pyballKy U cTapaeTcsi IpUTSHYTh MeHst Omike K cebe. Ho s He catock. — MoxKeT ObITh, S 10/DKEH
BBIWTH 13 TeOs1 U KOHUUTh Ha TBOIO KUCKY. TO/IbKO XOpOIlive ZIeBOUKU MOyJaroT CeMsi BHYTDb.

— Het, — xpunut oHa. I71a3a KpucTtmac 3akpbIBatoTCsl, U OHa OTKU/bIBaeT rojioBy Ha3az. OHa Tak
6mm3ko. — [Moskanyiicta, Huk. Thl )ke 3Haelllb, MHe HPaBUTCSI TBOE CeMsi BHYTPU MeHSI.

— Torga kakoe ke OyneT TBOE Haka3aHUe? I He MOry OTITyCTUTh TeOsi be3HaKa3aHHOU, — PbIUY 4,
HEMHOTO OTKUHYBIIMCh Ha3aJ, W Ha/aBauBasi OO/MbIIMM TasjablleM Ha eé KJIUTOp. JTO [lelCcTBUe
II0CBUIAEeT TOTYOK YZOBOJILCTBUE Yyepes Heé.

— locnogu,— KpUUUT OHa, U s ybibarCh ei.



— MoxeT ObITb, 51 10JDKeH He /1aTh Te0e KOHUUTh...

— Hert. Het. {1 cienaro Bcé ansi Tebsi. S obelliato, — OHa yMOJISIFOIE CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. — $1
cfienato Tebe MUHET CErofiHsi BeUepoM.

S cmeroch M Kauaro rosi0BOM.

— Tebe 3TO HpPAaBUTCS, TaK )Ke Kak U MHe.

— Tosxanyiicta, Huk. V3BuHMU, s 60bilie He Oy/y Tak fesarh.

— U Kak Tbl JOKaxelllb MHe 3TO? — CIpallMBal0 s, CHOBAa BOH3asCh B Heé. OHa CTOHeT U
00/13bIBaeT ryobl.

— B cnepyroumii pas s He BbIM/ly U3 CIIaJIbHU, IOKA ThI HE TIPOBEPULLL MEHSI.

OTO HEMHOI'0 yCIIOKauBaeT 3Bepsi BHYTPU MeHSs, U g MeJ|/IeHHO PUCYIO KPYTU Ha eé KJIMTope.

— 41 mymato, 3T0 MoKeT cpabotarsk. Ho st BCE elli¢ ymato, UTO Thl IOJDKHA MOKa3aTh MHe Kak Tebe
’KaJib TI0CJIe TOro Kak BCe Halli TOCTH YUJYT U Mbl YIOXKHM JleTel CIiaTh.

— Tlo pykam, — cpaércs KpucrtMac, ckuMasi KUCKY BOKPYT Moero wieHa. OHa OykBa/lbHO B rape
IIArOB OT TOT'O YTOObI KOHUUTH U s TOTOB /]aTh HaM TO UTO HaM 060MM HYXXHO.

— A noka TbI Oyzielllb XO[UTh BCIO HOUb C MOeU CriepMOi Kararompii u3 Tebsl.

A HaXuMar0 Ha K/IWUTOp CU/IbHee M UyBCTBYIO, KaK HauuHaeTcs eé KylbMuUHauusA. Kpucrtmac
BbITMbOaeT CrUHY U CkuMaeT Oezipa BOKpYr moeii Tanuu. CokpalleHusl eé KUCKU BbI3bIBAIOT BCILIECK
MOero CeMeHH, U f 3aTarjivBaro eé U3HyTpU.

I MUHHBIA HU3KUM CTOH CPbIBAeTCSl C MOUX T'y0, KOT/ia s BXOXKY B Heé Moc/ieJHUM pa3 U U3Bepraro
OCTaTKU CBOEro CeMeHHU.

Bo/iHBI yIOBOMBCTBUSI OeryT 10 MOeMy MO3BOHOUHUKY, U 51 pbiuy €€ uMsi, Koraa koH4aro. Oprasm
HACTOJILKO CUJIEH, UTO s UyTh He I1a/lal0 Ha Heé CBepXy, HO BCe-TaKu MHe YaéTcsl yaep>Karhb cebsl.

— 51 He MOry XOoAUTb, — CTOHET OHAa U e€ HOr'Y MajaroT Ha CcTo/l. KpuctMac XuxukaeT U CMOTPUT
Ha MeHs.

— Torpa st ioHecy TeOsi, — TOBOPIO 51, HAKJIOHSISICh U HE)KHO 11eJTyt0 eé TYObL.

— Thi Bcerza Tak obp Ko MHe.

— TloToMy UTO ThI 3TOTO 3aCAyKUBaelllb. bl 3aC/y)KUBaelllb, UTOObI K Tebe OTHOCHUIUCH KaK K
KOpOJIeBe.

— 4 tak 100610 TeOs1, Huk.

— 51 Toxxe mo6sm0 Tebst, Kpuctmac.

U mbl cHoBa yesnyemcs, HO HaQ 5mMom pa3 mMeo/eHHO U CAAOKO.

Komner.

IMpumeuaHue: 1 — «u3ympyoHas» O2pAHKA udlje 8Ce20 UCNO/Ab3yemcsi Ha 00B0/AbHO KPYNHbIX
KaMHsIX U 3a cuém 601bWo20 pasmepa eepxHell niowjaoku npeocmasasiem coboli 0UeHb «OMKpPbIMyo»
¢opmy u no samoli npuuuHe 1060l 8U3yaANbHbIL Oechekm KamHs Oydem oueHb 3aMemeH, NOIMOMY MAKyHo
02PAHKy UCNO0/b3YI0 AUWb HA OPUAAUAHMAX 8bICOKO20 Kauecmed.



