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Cgetanana llémor
Cmupucse, apakon! Tak pemnin Hebdeca




Ii1aBa 1

Cugs B Mepuarmomem Kpyre, s CMOTpella B MYrarolue [ia3za
HE3HAKOMOI'O MY>KYMHBI U TbITAJIACh MOHATh, KaKUM 00pa3oM OKa3ajlach B
3TOM MECTE.

OTopBaB OT NPUTATATEIBHOIO HE3HAKOMIA B3I, OCMOTpPENAach IO
cTopoHaM. PsgoM co MHOM Bajisiiach pa30duTas Ba3oyKa W POCCHINb
3HAKOMOT'O TICYEHBS.

Hrak, 4TO € CO MHOM TAaKOIro MPOU3O0IILIO0, U KakK s TyT OKa3ajiach?

YTpo Hayasiochb 3aMmedaresibHO. BBIXOMHOM JeHb BCce-Taku. Bcerana
II031HO, OKOJIO OAMHHAJLATH 4acoB. M3-3a CIMILKOM JOJITO CHA, HEMHOIO
IIymMesia rojioBa, HO sl He o0Oparuiia Ha Takyr Menoub BHuMaHus. [llupoko
yABIOHYBIIIKCH, MOTsAHYJAach. CyHYB HOTH B TEIUIbIC TAIOYKH, MOTUIENACh HA
KyXHIO BapUTh Kode.

IToka rotoBmyia 3aBTpak, mpoBepwia TenedoH. OTBeTwIa Ha Tapy
COOOIIIEHUI W MOCTaBWJIA HECKOJbKO CEpPJCYEK K HHTEPECHBIM MOCTaM.
3aKOHYMB, 3€BHYJIA U IOMNBITAIACH IPUNIAJIUTh BCTOIIOPIIEHHBIE MTOCJIE CHA
BOJIOCHI.

[TonoxuB TenedoH Ha cTod, ¢ KOMPOPTOM yCTpOWsIach 3aBTpakarh. Ha
CerojHd y MeHs ObuiM OoJiblMe IUIaHbl. I coOupanach yCTpOUTh cebe
oOpa3loBbI BBIXOJIHOM JeHb. Buepa paccraiach B MapHEM, MO3TOMY
XOTEJIOCh HEMHOTO T00aioBaTh ceosl.

3akoHUMB C enou, mpuHsia Ayml. [lomdaca BeIOMpana MOAXOSILYIO
onexnay. lIpoBo3miach CIMIIKOM J0OJITO, IMO3TOMY €1Ba HE OIo3Jana K
MacTepy 1o MaHukwpy. Ha myTtu 1oMoM, 3acKouyuia B IMAPUKMAXEPCKYIO,
MOApaBHsJIa KOHYMKM Bojoc. IloTom 3amuia B MarasuH, Kylnujia MacKy JJis
munia 1 Bosioc. Crapeie emie ObLIM, HO CETOIHS MHE XOTEJIOCh Yero-TO
0COOEHHOTO.

JlomMoi1 BepHynach B TPUIOAHATOM HacTpoenun. CBapuia cebe
nenpMeniek. CIMIIKOM 4acTo s UX HE €51a, HO CErofHs MO>XHO, BBIXOJHOU
Ke. 3aro3aano nogymalia O TOM, YTO HYXKHO ObLIO 3aka3aTh nuuiy. Mynpo
peumia, 4To elle He BeUep U C YKUHOM MOXKHO OyZIeT HE BO3UTHCH.

[Ipexne uvem 3aHATbCS coOOM, mIpuOpanacbk Ha CKOPYH pPYyKy B
KBapTUpe, NpoTepeB OBICTPO TMbUIb M mpomnbuiecocuB. Ilocnme »ToroO
BKJIIOUMJIA JIIOOMMYIO MY3bIKY. YMUPOTBOPSIONIAS MEJOAUS TMOJHsIIA
HAaCTPOEHHUE €IIE CUIIbHEE.



— Hy-c, npuctynum, — npobopMoTana si, XJIOMHYB B JaJ01IH.

PazneBmiucy, HakuHylna Ha ceOsi OaHHBIM XajaT, Ha HOTU NYIIKCThIC
ocoOeHHbIe Tanmouku. VX s HajeBaja TOJNBKO B TaKUE BOT BBIXOAHBIC JHH,
KOTOpBIE JIFOOUJIa TIOCBSIIATH TOJIBKO cele.

PacuecaB BoioCHI, HaHecna HAa HUX MacKy. CBepXy akKypaTHO Hajela
Iaroyky M HamoTtajia nojoreHue. llocne 3Toro mpumma odepenp auua.
Macka umena npusTHBIM camaroBbld 1BeT. [lepen TeM kKak NpPUMEHUTH
Macky, TIIATEJbHBIM 00pa3oM ouucTuia Jiuio. M Tompko mocie 3Toro
HaHecJIa KpeMoOoOpa3Hyt0 CyOCTaHIIUIO, n30eras o01acTu BOKPYT I71a3 U ryo.

3aKOHYUB C 3TUM, IOKPYTUIACh IEPEN 3EPKATIOM.

— KpacaBuma, — caemana s KOMIUIEMEHT camMoil ce0e M BBHINUIA W3
BaHHOW KOMHaThl. ITak, Tenepb HY>KHO MOJ0XK1aTh MATHAALATh MUHYT U BCE
CMBITb.

CeB Ha CTy/, MOCTaBUJIA HA KOJIEHU Ba30YKy C JIIOOMMBIM TEUYEHBHEM.
JInsT TOJHOLEHHOTO BBIXOJIHOTO HE XBarajo TOJbKO KaKOro-HUOYIb
MHTEPECHOIO KMHO.

BriOupass ¢uibm, s He cpa3dy oOparwiia BHUMaHUS Ha CTPaHHOE
CBEYEHHUE. A KOTZAa 3aMETWIA, HA MTHOBEHHUE 3aMeEPIIa, U TOJIBKO ITOCIIE ITOTO
MOJICKOYMJIa CO CTyJa, MPUHUMASCh 3alOJIOIIHO ONIAABIBAaThCA. [ OpUT yTO-
T0?!

He ycnena s HM4Yero caenarb, Kak BOKPYT MEHS BCIyX SIPKHIl KpYT.
BCckpuKHYB, BCKMHYJa PYKH, XKejas NPUKPBITbCA. B cnexyromui MUr 1mosu
yIIEJ U3-MO0J HOT. Sl CIaBJIEHHO axHyJa U JIEPHYJIACh.

He ycnena 4 eme kak-To oTpearupoBaTh Ha MPOUCXOISAIIEE, KaK MOU
HOTH 000 4To-TO ymapwiuchk. Co3maBanoch Takoe BIIEYATIEHUE, OyATO s
CIpPBITHYJIA C HEOONBIIIOW BBICOTHI, HAIIPUMED, CO cTysa. OT HEOKUTAHHOCTU
KOJIEHM TNOJOTHYJIWCh, W s ymajga Hazal. PggoM 4To-TO pa3Ouiocs.
B3npornyB, pe3ko OTHsJIA OT JIMIA PYKH, TSXKEIO IIPU ITOM JIbIIIA.

Bce npouzonuio ciaumkoMm OBICTPO, S HE 3HaAJIA, KaK MHE HYKHO
pearupoBarb W YTO JejaTb. BOKpyr mHo-MpexHEMy YTO-TO MeEpLaino,
CHWJIBHO MaXJIO YKCYCOM.

A moToM cBedeHHe ctano ytuxarb. Cpa3y mocie 3Toro s 3ameTuia 1o
Ty CTOPOHY Iyratomiue Gurypsl. BHe3anHo 3axoTenoch, YTOObI CBET HE rac.

UYepe3z HekoTopoe Bpems cusHHE 3aMmepiao. OHO HE MOTyXJo
OKOHYATEJIbHO, HO IPU 3TOM S MOIVIa CIOKOMHO pPacCMOTPETH JIFOIEW,
CTOSIIMM IO JPYTYK CTOPOHY Kpyra. BoT Torga-to si ¥ CTOJIKHYJIACh
B3DJISLAOM C MyrarolmuM He3HakoMieMmM. OH cMOTpesl Ha MEHsS Kak-TO



cTpaHHO. M HE MOHATHO OBLIO, YETO B €r0 B3MNIsiAC OOJbIIE, YAUBICHUS WIN
HEMOHMMaHus. BropoyeM, Bce 3TO CKOPO CMEHWIOCh Ha Ope3rIMBOCTh U
OTBpaIlEHHUE.

ITouemy-To Bapyr ctano obuaHo. IlomkaB ry0bl, S omycTHIa B3IV U
3amaxHyja xajar cwibHee. [lociae 3Toro BcTana, BBIIpSMIUIA ITUJICYH U
B3/IepHYJIa 1moadopoaok. Cys Mo BCeMy, ero BCe 3TO HE CHIILHO BIICUATIUIIO.
Ero nuio no-npexxHeMy 0CTaBajaoCh HEOBOJIbHBIM.

OH He oTOpBaJl OT MEHS XMYpOTro B3IVIsa Ja)xe TOTAa, KOraa K HEeMy
nojouesn Apyrod 4enoBek. OH 4YTO-TO eMy cKa3al. Sl TIpeKpacHo Bce
CJbIIIANa, HO BOT He3aJadya, HH4ero He moHsia. Yo 3a s3bIK Takoi?

S nmo cux mop HE MOHMMayia, KaKk MHE CTOWT ceOs BECTH, IMOITOMY
npeanoysia moka MoJiuath U HaOJIOaTh CO CTOpPOHBI. s Hauana emie pas
0oJIce CIOKOMHBIM B3IVISIOM OIVISIACIACK.

OTO OBUI KaKON-TO KPYMIbIA 3a] C BBICOKUM TMOTOJIKOM M TEMHBIMU
TPEyTOJbHBIMUA TPOEMaMH, OTJAJEHHO HAllOMHUHAIOMMUMHU JABepH. [IpoemMbl
pacrojarajJuch Ha OJMHAKOBOM PAacCTOSHUM JIPYT OT Jipyra. Becero ux Onu10
ceMb. MeXly HUIMHU MOXKHO OBIJIO YBHJIETh TEMHYIO TKaHb, 3aKPBIBAIOIIYIO
ctenpl. OHa TSHyJach C CaMOIo Bepxa JIOHM3Yy, Ha MOy COOUpasCh
rapmoIikor. Hukakoro ocBerieHusi, KpoMe Kpyra, B KOTOPOM CTOsJIa, S HE
3ameTuiia. Brpodewm, 3To KacaeTcsi He TOJIBKO OCBEIICHHUS, HO U MeOeIn — ee
Tooke He Obuto. Kpyr mpencraBmsui coOOM  CIOXKHEHIINI OpHAMEHT,
BBIJIOJIOJICHHBIM B KAMHE.

3akoHUYMB ¢ 0OCTAaHOBKOM, s TIEpeBea B3MIs Ha Jirofei. VX Toxke 0110
ceMepo. Opexaa HEU3BECTHBIX MPHUBEIa MEHS B 3aMeliaresbcTBO. OHU
HallOMUHAJIM TIEPCOHAKEW KoMMbIOTepHOW (¢oHTE3n wurpel. Kocmieepsl
Kakue-To? m xe...

OtcyTcTBHEM MoO3ra s HUKOIJIAa HE CTpajiajia, MOdTOMY MOYTH Cpasy
MOHsJIa, YTO CO MHOM IMPOU3OIIJIO YTO-TO HE COBCeM OObIIeHHOE. JItoau He
MOTYT MPOCTO TaK MEPEMEIIAThCs U3 CBOCH KBAPTUPHI B HEIIOHATHOE MECTO
3a Mapy cexkyH. Mnu He 3HaroT 0 TOM, 4TO BCe-Taku MOTYT. He ycnenu eme
JOIYyMaThCs 10 MOJ00HOTO. A TJIe-TO, 3HAYHUT, JOAYMAJIUCh.

Bce »910 mpekpacHo, HO 3a4eM OTUM HPOJABHHYTHIM  JTIOASM
nmoHajgoouiIack mpocras sg? HukakuMM CEKpeTHBIMM 3HAaHMSIMU S HE
oOnajana, 1a U TATAHTOB Y MEeHSI 0c000 He ObLI0. Tak, Meaoub BCskas, HE
cTosllass BHUMaHUA. HUKakux JOpeBHUX W 3arajoyHbIX apTedaxKToB
MPOIILJIOTO HE XpaHwiia. Bce poJcTBEHHUKH Yy MEHSI TOXKE OBLIIM CaMBIMH, YTO



HU Ha €CTh, OOBIYHBIMU JIOABMU. W 11a, CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOM CUJIbI Y MEHS
TOE HE OBLIO.

Kaxercs, nmpousonuia kakas-To OIIMOKA M OHM TMOXUTHIA HE TOTO
yenoBeka. K ToMy ke, cylid 10 HEJOBOJIBHOMY JIMILY ITyTalOIIEr0 MY>KYUHBI,
YTO-TO SIBHO MOIIUIO HE TaK.

Brrmoxnyna.

Hy Bor u namymku. BosBpamiaiite oOpaTtHo, MeHS Tam (GUIbBM
HEBBIOPAHHBIM JKJIET.

PaccnabuBmmch, s ClIOXKWIA PYKH Ha TPyOd M TPUHSIACH JKIATh
oOpatHyto otmpaBky. [IpaBma, mepes 3TUM Ha BCAKHUM Ciayyall yIIUIHYJA
cebs, uToObI YOenuThCs, 4TO Bce 3TO He cOH. KoHeuHo, 51 Obl1a yBepeHa, uTo
HUKaK HE MOIJIa YCHYTh, HO BCE-TAKH.

Her, Hy Hazmo ke, oka3bIBaeTCi M Takoe B mupe ObiBaeT. JKanb, 4TO
paccka3arb HUKOMY HE CMOTY — HUKTO NONPOCTY He moBeput. MHTEpECHO,
4TO 3TO 3@ MECTO TAKOE?

OT BONHEHUS Yy MEHsS JO0 CHX MOp ciabeld KOJEHU, HO BPOXKIECHHOE
JTO0OMBITCTBO YK€ BBICYHYJIOCH W3 HOpPBI, MOBOJS IOPKUM HOCOM U3
CTOpPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

Huxorma Obl He momymana, 4YTO CTaHy CBUJETEIBHUIIEH YEro-To
noo0HOr0. A BeIb 1 HUKOTJa 0co00 HE BEpUJIa BO BCSAKYIO MHCTHUYECKYIO
epyHay. [lapy pa3 cMoTpena BUAEO O BCAKUX CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX BEILAX,
BpOJIE CIIy4yailHO 3aCHSTOTO Ha Kamepy JpakoHa (MOAymaTh TOJIBKO) WIIU
IPOXOASIIEr0 CKBO3b CTEHBI NMpu3paka. [logqoOHOe Bcerna BbI3bIBajIa BO MHE
ofauH ckericuc. [Touemy-To s MOTHOCTHIO ObllIa yBEPEHA, YTO BCE ATH BUACO —
IpOCTO TMonjenka. Brnpouem, HeBepue HE O3HaA4Yajo, YTO s HE Jroluia
boHTE3U PUIBMBI UJIA KHUTH.

IToka g pa3MblnuIsIa, CUTyanus Hakaisinachk. MyKuuHaA, C KOTOPBIM S
HE TaK JIaBHO Urpalia B MISAJIEIKH, IBHO ObUI YEM-TO CHJIbHO HefoBoJieH. Hy,
MpaBUJIbHO, OHU TYT HABEPHSKA KJAdU KAKOro-HUOyAb W30paHHOTO WIIU
u30paHHyto, a nosiBuiack 5. He most BuHa, camu nmpomMaxuynuck! Tak 4to
Hedyero OpocaTh Ha MEHs TaKue TPO3HbIE B3MISABI, S TYT MOCTpajaBlias
cTopoHa BooOIIe-To. OTIpaBiIsiTe MEHS yKe JIOMOU, U HacTpauBalTe CBOU
noprajibl 3aHOBO. Kak Obl MHE He OBUIO MHTEPECHO, YTO 3TO 3a MECTO,
OCTOPOXKHOCTH MPUJEPKUBAJIA JTFOOOIBITCTBO.

bpocuB Ha MeHd mociaeAHUM  B3MVIA, MYXYMHA  OTYETIMBO
NOMOpLIMJICS, a IOTOM PE3KO pa3BEpPHYJICA M CTPEMUTENBHO yiuenl. S
pociennia 3a HUM, 3aMedasi, Kak OH OTOpOCHJI B CTOPOHY OAHY IOJIOCKY



TKaHHW, CBUCAIOUIYIO C IMOTOJKA. 3a HEeW oOHapyxkuiach JBepb. BoT B Hee
paccep>KeHHbIN MY>K4YMHA U BBILIE].

Oit, moctoit! A kak ke 5?7 Pa3Be OHH CMOTYT OTKpBITH OOpaTHbBIN
noprai 6e3 oHOro yyacTHuka? UTo-To MHE 3TO COBCEM HE HPABUTCHI.

3aMeTuB JIBKEHHE, sl pe3K0 00epHynach. YeraoBek, KOTOPHIM 10 3TOrO
YTO-TO HACTOMYMBO OOBSCHSUI YIISANIEMY MY>KUYMHE, MEJJICHHO IIeJT B MOIO
CTOpPOHY.

Hanpsmiace.

10 eme 3auem? S He Ta, KTO BaM HYKEH. ITO K€ OYEBUIHO!

[Tomotins Ommke, My>KUMHA SIBHO 3aMETHJI MO0 HEPBO3HOCTh. [TomHsB
PYKH, OH UTO-TO MEJJICHHO U TUXO CKa3ajl. BHe3anHo onryTuia ce0s 3Bepem,
KOTOPOTO XOTAT NPUPYUYUTh. DBIPKHYJIA, CEPIAUTO NOIKUMAs I'yOBbI.

— Yero nHamo? — Opocuna rpybo. Ha camom jaene MHE ¢ Kaxaou
MUHYTOW CTaHOBHWJIOCH BCE CTpallHee. A BAPYr OHU TyT yOMBAIOT BOT TakKk
BOT CJIy4alHbIX HONaJalIeK?

Ha nune denmoBeka MNpoOCTynuiao OTYETIMBOE oOierdenue. Yro?
Heyxenu oH gymain, 4to s pa3roBapuBaTh HE MOTY? 3a KOTO OHH MEHS TYT
MPUHUMAIOT?

S nabmonana 3a KaKIbIM [IaroM 4eJIOBEeKa, TOHUMas1, YTO yOeKaTh MHE
HE JaayT. A pa3 Tak, 3HAUUT, MPUIETCS MPHUHATH JaJbHEHIIEEe CO BCEM
BO3MOXXHBIM JIOCTOMHCTBOM, Ha KOTOpOE 5 CIOCOOHA. XOTs, MPHU3HAKOCH,
XOTEJIOCh 3a0UThCSI B YToJl, KpU4aTh U TUIAKaTh.

OcCTaHOBUBIIMCH HAa HEOOJBIIOM PACCTOSHUM, MYXXYMHA MEIJICHHO
CYHYJ PyKy B IIUPOKMH pykaB. S mpocrieawsna 3a STUM JIBUKEHHUEM, HO
oCTayach CTOSITh Ha MecTe. A 4To eme MHe aenarb? Cynd 1Mo ToMy, Kak
MEUIEHHO U OCTOPOXHO AEHCTBYET 3TOT YEJOBEK, OH SIBHO HE XOUET MEHS
Hamyrarb. JTO Japwio cliadyio HaJeXIy, 4TO MpsSIMO ceilyac yOuBaTh HE
CTaHyT.

Choycts mapy CeKyHJ, MYKYMHA BBITAIWI PYKYy W TPUIIOAHSI €€,
MPOJIOJKask MPUCTAIIBHO HA MEHSI CMOTPETh. MO B3I TYT K€ YTKHYJICS B
MOKAYMBAIOILIUNCS HA LIETOYKE KYJIOH.

[TonabnionaB 3a yKpallleHHE HEKOTOpOE BpeEMs, BOMPOCHUTEIHHO
MOCMOTpeNia Ha MY>X4uHY. TOT, OyJITO TMOHSB, MOAXBATWJ IIETIOYKY JIByMS
PYKaMU 1 )KECTOM TOKa3all, YTO XOUET, YTOOHI 5 ee Hajena.

[TocoMHEBaBIIMCh HEMHOTO, S HEXOTS MPOTSHYJa PYKH U B3sja
peIOKeHHOE yKpamieHue. [Ipexae dyem HameTh Ha ce0s HEMOHATHOE
HEYTO, BHUMATEIHHO €ro ocMoTpena. YUyTh CBETSIIUNA TOIyOOl KaMeHb ObLI



OIUIETEH CEpeOPHUCThIM METAIJIOM, HW300paXkalollMM BETBH JEpeBa.
KpacuBseiii, koHe4HO, HO 3ayeM OH MHe? CtouT 1M HajaeBarb? YTO-TO
MOJICKAa3bIBaJIO, UTO €CJIA HE HAJIEHY CaMa, MEHS MOIMPOCTY 3aCTaBIT.

XMypo T[ISHYB Ha MYX4YUHY, S BCE-TaKM OCTOPOXHO Hajela
yKpalleHue, 4yTKO MPUCIyIIuBasch K cebe. S oxujana 4yero yrogHo, HO
HUAYETO HE TPOU3ONLIO.

N 4ato nanwme?

— Bbl nonnmaere MeHs?

B3apornys, s HEBOIBHO clelialia enle OJIMH ar Ha3zaa. Bopouewm, cpasy
K€ OCTAHOBUJIACH, XBATASICh PYKOM 3a yKpallleHUE.

Huuero cebe 10 yero TexHuka y HuX TyT gouia!

— [ToHuMmaro, — OTBETHIIAa OCTOPOKHO, XMYPSICh BCE CUIIbHEE.

Jlydmie ObI OHM CO MHOM HE pa3roBapuBajid, a MPOCTO OTIPABHIH
Hazaj, u Bce. YeM Oouibliie st OyAay 3HATh, TEM BBINIE IIAHC, YTO MEHS OCTaBSIT
TyT. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO MHE OBbLIO JIFOOOMBITHO, OCTABATHCA 37ECh, I1ie Obl
3TO MECTO HUA HAXOJMJIOCH, 51 HE XOTEa.

Ilocne Toro, kak s OTBETWNA, JIMIO MYXYHHBI (JOBOJBLHO
CUMIIaTUYHOTO, KCTAaTHU) €/1Ba JIU HE OCBETWIOCHh OT obOnerdyenus. [la, B
CaMOM JIeJIe, HE YK TO 51 HAIOMUHA0 HEPAa3yMHOro 3Beps?!

— Yrto mnpoucxoaut? — 3amaia s BONPOC HEMEMJIEHHO, Oolee
MPUCTAJBLHO OIVISAJIbIBAs YeJOBEeKa mepea coOoil. MykunHa UMeN BBICOKUUN
pOCT, OBLIT CTPOWHBIM, TEMHOBOJIOCBIM M 3€JI€HOTIa3bIM. UeM-TO OTHaJICHHO
HanioMuHan AparopHa*. — [Ipousomna kakas-to ommuOka? — crmpocuia s
BKpAJUMBO U C JIETKOM HAJECKJOW B rojoce. — Bbl Benb OTIpaBUTE MEHS
o0parHo, HE TaK Ju?

UYewm Oouiblile s clipalimBala, TeM CUJIbHEE yauBIsuica MyxkuuHa. [locie
MOCIIETHETO MOETO BOINPOCAa OH HAXMYPWIICS, a 3aT€M COCTPOWII Ha JIWILIE
IIPUBETIINBOE  BBIPAKEHUE, KOTOPOE JIMYHO MHE COBEPIIEHHO HE
noHpasuiock. Korga mronu ngenarT Takoe JMIO, 3HAYUT, CTOUT >KIATh
JTYPHBIX HOBOCTEH.

— He Bce Tak npocTo, — Ha4as OH, a s yApy4YeHHO B3AoxHysIa. Hy BoT, a
g 4yTo roBopuina? — Jlymaro, HaM CTOMT IPOUTH B JIpyroe Mecto. S Bam Bce
00BsICHIO. BBl c1TOCOOHBI UATH? — TOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH, 3a4E€M-TO IJISTHYB Ha
MOU HOTH.

N yto oH TaM yBunen? OnycTuB B3I, BHUMATEIbHO OIIISI/IENIa CBOU
MyIIUCTBIE OCOOEHHBIE TallOYKH, HO HUYEro CTPAHHOTO HE 3aMETHIIA.
Xopo1Io XOTh HE MOTEPsIIa M0 AOPOTe CHOA.



ITogHsB ronoBy, enie pa3 NpUCTAIbHO B3IVISIHYJA HA YEIOBEKA.

— TouHo HEe MoOXKeTe MPSAMO celyac OTIPaBUTh MEHA 00paTHO?

— K coxarienuto, HET.

Yro x, s gorajpiBajiach 0 4eM-TO MOJOOHOM €Ill€ ¢ TOTO MOMEHTA, Kak
13 3aJla yuiea HEJOBOJIbHBIN MY KUHMHA.

— A B0OOOIIE? — HacTauBaja f.

— IlpoiinemTe B Oosiee moaxonsiiee JJisi pa3roBopa MECTO, — CKazall
MECTHBIH AparopH, a HOTOM CJIeJIaJl IIar B MO0 CTOPOHY M OCTOPOYKHO B3SUIT
IOJ1 JIOKOTh. — 5] MPOBOXKY Bac.

Ymnuparsecs s He cranma. Bo-nepBeiX, UX TyT mecrtepo. Bo-BTOpBIX,
MyX4MHa ObLJT HAMHOTO CHJIbHEE MEHSI, 3TO MOHATHO ¢ MEepBOro B3maaa. B-
TPEThUX, BUCALLMNA HA €ro MOsICE€ MEY OJIHUM CBOMM BHUJOM 3aCTaBJIsiI ObITh
MmanHbKOM. UTO-TO MHE IOJCKA3BIBAJIO, UTO YEJIOBEK HE XJIEO DTOM KEJIC3KOM
pEKET.

Tak 4TO s MOCIYLIHO 3alaraja BOEped, U3peaKa MOpIIach OT JErKou
0oxu B okTe. Hy 1 xBatka, kak y Oyabpjora, B caMmoM JIee.

3agaBaTh HOBBIE BONPOCHl s HE cTaja. CHayajga HYXHO IPOSICHUTh
[JIABHOE.

Mbl BBIIIK B Ty JK€ JIBEPh, 32 KOTOPOM HE TaK JABHO CKPBUICS
HEJIOBOJIbHBIN He3Hakomell. Cpa3y 3a Heil okaszayics JUIMHHBIN Kopumop 6e3
BCSAKUX JBepel. KaMeHHbIN 10J, CTEHBI, MOTOJIOK. JIOBOJIBHO YHBUIO, €CIIU
HE CYUTaTh CTPAHHBIX (DAKEIOB, TOPSIIMX SIPKO-CHHUM TIJIAMEHEM.
NutepecHo, kak k otuMm (akenam moasenu ra3? HasepHoe, TpyOa
CKpBIBACTCS B JIEpKaTelie.

Cnycts HEkOTOpOo€ BpeMss Mbl JOUUIM JO BHHTOBOM KaMEHHOU
JIECTHUIIbI, BEAYIIEH BBEPX, U OCTAHOBUIIKC.

— He ycranmu? — 3a4eM-TO CIpOCHI MEHS MY)K4YuHA. Sl yIUBICHHO
BCKHHYMa OpoBu. Yctana? C dero Obl 3T0? MBI UM BCErO0 MUHYT ISATh, HE
oombiie. Heyxenu st BBINISHKY Tako ciaaboii?

— Bce HopMmanbHO, — cyCTs Mapy MTHOBEHUN OTBETHUJIA 1.

UYenoBek MIsiHYJI HA MEHS Kak-To cTpaHHO. Ilpu 3TOM 4 3ameTuna, 4To
€ro B3IVISIJL MUMOJIETHO CKOJIb3HYJ MO MOE€H rpyau. BeICTpO OMyCTUB B3MIISA
BHM3, OOJICTYCHHO BBIJOXHYJA. S yX Jymarna, y MEHsS XajaT pacmaxHyJcs.
Ho Het, Bce HOpMasibHO. [lompaBUB BOPOT, BOMPOCHUTENBHO MOIVIsAIENAa HA
MYXKYUHY.

Bmecto TOro 94ToOBI MOSICHUTH CBOM JEHCTBHS, OH PE3KO MOIAXBATHII
MEHSI Ha PYKH, OTYEro i MCIYTaHHO OMKHYJa W BIIEMUJIACh B €0 OACKIY.



Crout nu Bo3MyTuTbhcs? B30pbikHyTh? IlombiTarbest  BbIpBaThCs?
3akpuuare? 1 4to BCce 310 nact?

— W 3auem 3T10? — cripocuia HEMEJIEHHO, BbIpaBHUBAsI COMBIIEECS OT
UCIIyTra U HEOXKUJAHHOCTHU JibixaHue. — Sl u cama mory XxoauTb. Mnu bl
CIIELINUM KyJa-TO?

MyXurHa B OTBET CHOBAa KakK-TO CTPAaHHO IOCMOTpPEN Ha MEHS.
KaxeTcs, B ero B3misiie NPOMEIbKHYJIO YTO-TO BpOJ€ YAUBJIEHUS. BJoxHyB
r1y0Xe, OH 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO MOTIISIIEN Ha MOE JIUIIO.

—Yro y Bac Ha nuiie?

ScHo. 3Ha4MT, HA MOM BONPOCHI OTBEYaTh MoKa He cobuparorcs. Hy,
HUYEro yauBuTelnbHOro. Hazaeroch, MeHS NpUTAlIWIN Clofa HE JJIsl TOro,
yTOOBl YOUTH WJIM MPUHECTU B KEPTBY KAKOMY-HHOYIb KpPOBaBOMY OOTY.
HaBepHoe, mHe cTtomno Obl uchyrarbcsi cuiibHee. Ho s pemmna, 4to s
Hayajia BCE y3HAIO0 TOYHO, a MOTOM, MO XOIy AEUCTBUH, Oyay aymarb, YTO
JIEJIaTh: IYTaTbCsl WU HET.

— Macka, — orBeTHIIA 5.

— Ee moxHo yOpars?

— Koneuno, — kuBHya. — MOXHO CTEpPETH, HO JIyUllle CMBITh BOAOM.

My>K4rHa Ha 3TO KUBHYJ, YAOBJIETBOPUBIIUCH TAKUM OTBETOM, & IIOTOM
O0oapo momiaran BBepX 1Mo JiecTHuie. Ilpu »3ToM Kazajmoch, UTO
JTOTIOJIHUTEIBLHOTO BECA OH HE UYBCTBYET COBEPIIECHHO, a BEJIb 51 BECUJIa SIBHO
HE Mapy KWJIOTPaMM.

[TogusBIIMCE HaBepX, Mbl TNONAJIM B HOBBIM Kopuaop. A ¢
JHO0OTBITCTBOM OIVISiZIENach, a MOTOM HM3BSBWIA TOpsSUee JKeJaHWe TMOUTH
CBOMMHU HOramMu. My>KUMHa HEMHOIO IOCOMHEBAJICA, a IIOTOM BCE-TaKH
OTITYCTHJI MEHS.

BcTaB Ha mon, s o0lerdyeHHO BBIIOXHYNA W momnpasuia xanar. Her, s
0010, KOHEYHO, KOTJIa MY>KUYMHBI HOCSIT MEHS Ha pyKaxX, HO ceilyac BpoJe
CUTYalllsl HEMHOTO HE pacrlojiaraeT K MoJ00HOMY.

Kopunop BbImsigen Kak caMO€ HAcToslee MPOU3BEICHUE HCKYCCTBA.
[ToTonok ¥ cTeHsl ObUTM yKpalieHbl pe3b00il. CBepXy CBUCAIUA KOJIECHBIE
JIOCTPBI, HA KOTOPBIX pacroiarajlioch MHOXeCTBO cBeueil. C o0eux cTopoH
Ha PaBHOM PAacCCTOSIHUM HAaXOAWJIMCh KOJIOHHBI. CrpaBa MEXIy KOJIOHHAMH
OJT CaMbIM ITOTOJIKOM MOYKHO OBLJIO YBHJIETh BUTPAKHBIC ApOYHBIC OKHA.

My»x4nHa CHOBa IMOAXBAaTWJI MEHS IOJ JOKOTh. Heyxkenu oH Jymaer,
41O 51 MOTy cOexarh? BooOie-To, Mory, HO He ceiiyac TouHO. BOT y3Haro,
YTO Yy yeMy U Oydy JiyMaTh, YTO JI€JIaTh.



UYepes kakoe-TO BpeMsi MbI JOIUIM A0 OAHOM M3 KOMHAT. 3a 3TO BpEMs
MBI YCIIEIU NEPECEUbh HECKOJIBKO POMAJHBIX 3aJI0B, Mapy KOPUAOPOB U TPU
nectHUllbl. KTo Obl HU SABISUICS BJIAAENbIIEM 3TOIO CTPOEHHUS, OH SIBHO ObLI
HEBEpOSATHBIM Oorauom. Bce B 3TOM MecTe Tak ¥ KpUYalio O TOM, YTO CHO/Ia
BJIOKEHBI TpoMagHble AeHbru. CO37aBAIOCh TAaKOE OUIYIIEHUE, CIOBHO
romna’jia B My3€H.

— Jlymaro, Juisi Hadyajla BaM CTOUT BCE-TaKd yOpaTh C JiMIla Macky, —
MPOU3HEC MYXKUMHA, KOTJa Mbl BOIUIM B KOMHary. — Wi Bam Henb3sa? —
CIIPOCHUJI OH, 3aMUpPasi B OKUJIAHUHU OTBETA.

— C yero Bbl pemnmin? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACKH, TIOJIyMaB, YTO OH 3ajajl
KAaKOW-TO CTPaHHBIN BOIIPOC.

— B HEKOTOpBIX IPEBHUX M MAJOUYHCICHHBIX IUIEMEHAX PAaCKpacKa JIUIL
ABIgeTCs 00s3aTebHON. CMBIBaTh €€ CTPOTO 3aIPEIICHO.

A naxmypunace. Kaxercs, MEHS TOYHO NPUHSIIN 32 JUKAPKY.

— O, HUYero cTpamHoro. Sl Mory ee CokoMHO CMbITh, — CKa3alia si, HE
3Has, IJIaKaTh MHE WJIH CMESATHCHL.

— XOpoIo, — MY>KYMHA €[]Ba YJIOBUMO BBIJIOXHYJ, @ MOTOM IPUHSJICS
MOKA3bIBaTh MHE KOMHary. BepHee, KOMHaTbl. — DTO TOCTHHaA. 3a 3TOU
NBepbl0 TrapjepoOHas. BoT TyT, — OH OTKpBUI OAHY M3 JBEpEH, — BaHHas
KOMHaTa. A 37ech cnajibHs. I3 BAaHHOU B CHIAJbHIO BEJET OTJIEJIbHAS ABEPb.
Sl mopoxay Bac 34€Ch.

KusnyB, s mpouia B BaHHYHO KOMHAaThl, 3aKpbIBasi 3a cCOOOW JBEpb.
BeiioxHyB, TpUKpbLIa Ia3a U omepiachk o creHy psanoMm. Ceityac, xorma
HUKOTO HE OBUIO psiIOM, S MOIVIA JIaTh BOJIO AMOLMAM. Tesio cpa3y MENKo
3aapoxkano. Ha rmnazax 3akunenu cie3pl. OOXBaTUB ce0s pykaMu, S
NPUHSJIACh MTyOOKO ABINIATh, MBITAsACh TaKUM OOpa3oM ycrmokouThes. Kak
Obl 51 HE Xpadpuiack, MPOUCXOASIIEE MOBEPrajo B caMblil HACTOSLIUN IIOK.
K Tomy ke MeHsI CHJIbHO BOJIHOBaJla MOsl JlajbHenas cyapoa. [la, npsamo
ceifyac co MHOI oOpaIiaroTcst BeCbMa MOYTUTEIBHO, HO KTO 3HAET, 4TO OyJeT
nanpiie. Hem3BecTHOCTD myraia.

C nmoMomibIo JIbIXaHHsI MHE BCE-TAKHU yIal0Ch B3STh C€0sl B PYKH.

— Bce Oynet xopotiio, — nporienTaia st cede moji HOC U OTKpbLIA I71a3a,
ONNISIABIBASL IOMEILICHUE.

Jla yK, U 3TO OH Ha3bIBaJl BAaHHOW KOMHAaTOW. JTO HE BaHHas, a
HACTOSIINN Oacceru!

N kak TyT Boga BKito4aeTcs? B mouckax ycCTpoOMCTBa BKJIIOUAIOUIETO
BONYy, a1 3a0pajach BHYTPb 3TOM TIpoMagHON eMKOCTH. CTOMJIO MHE 3TO



cAenarb, Kak TAalOYKW MTHOBEHHO HAaMOKIW. B3Ipornys, misHyja BHU3,
HaONoas1, Kak BOJA CTPEMUTENIbHO 3amlojiHAeT BaHHY. [IpunomHsB oaHy
HOTM, BHHUMATEJBHO ONISAeNa JHO, HO HHMKAaKUX KHOIOK HE YBHJEIA.
[IpunonHsna Ipyryro HOTY, HO U IOJ HEU HUYETO.

ITogymaB HEMHOTO, TTOKaja IJIe4aMy U NPUHSJIACh pa3aeBarbes. [loTom
KaK HUOY/b y3HaI0.

3aKOHUYMB C TOMBIBKOM, BBIOpajgach M3 BaHHOM, C JIFOOOIMBITCTBOM
HaOmIoast 3a TeM, Kak Boja camMa mo ceOe Kyaa-To yObIBaeT. A Bellb
HUKAKOTO CITMBA s He 3aMeTuiia. Ml eMKocTh Bpojie Obl MPOCTO KaMeHHasl. Tak
Kyzna aeBaercs Bojga? JloxkaaBIIMCh, KOTJa BHYTPU HUYETO HE OCTAHETCH, S
elIe pa3 BCE BHUMATENIBHO ocmoTpena. Huuero. OueHbp HHTEpECHO.

OTbICKaB ABEph B KOMHATy, OTKpbUIA €€ M OCTOPOXKHO 3arisHyJIa
BHYTpPb. Jla yX, 1 Obl HE OTKa3anach MOXUTh B MOJOOHOM MecTe. XOTs HET,
JIy4IlIe JOMOMU.

Bounas BHyTph, Ipouuiack IO KOMHATe, OCTOPOXKHO MPHUKACAsACh K
pa3nuuHbiM BemaM. OTBICKaTh 3€pKANIO0 HE COCTABUIIO Tpyda. TyaneTHbIN
CTOJIUK HE 3aMETUTh ObLIO clokHO. [IpuceB Ha MSrKyr TaOypeTky, s
BHHUMATEJILHO OIJIsifiesia ce0sl U CTOJIUK TIepei COOOi.

XoTenoch MOCMOTPETh, YTO B IIKATYJKaX M SIIHAKAX, HO S CleprKala
ce0s1, HAITOMHMB, YTO MEHS XKyT, U BOOOIIE, BCE ATO HE MOE.

HemHOro BBICYIIMB BOJIOCHI, MBICJIEHHO MOCETOBaJla Ha OTCYTCTBHUE
¢ena. Tamoykd HAMOKIM, TOITOMY MPULUIOCH XOIUTH OOCHKOM.
3amoTaBIIUCh OOpaTHO B XajaT, Hallia JIBEPb, BEAYIIYIO B TOCTHHYIO, U
OTKpBbLJa €€.

MyxunHa cuaen B OOHOM M3 CTOSIMX B KoMHare Kpecen. Korma s
BOLLJIA, OH TYT € MOAHSJ B3IIAA. 3aMEPEB, OH BHUMATEIIBHO MEHSI OTTISAEN,
OTYEro s OUIyTHJIa ceOsl HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO. IlepecTynuB ¢ HOrM Ha HOTY,
OBICTPO MpOIIIa BIOEPE] U Celia B KPECIO HAIpOTUB, MPUKPHIBAs KOJIEHU
nojosnioM xanara. HaBepHoe, B KOMHaTre MOXHO OBLIO OTBICKAaTh KaKHe-
HUOYIb BEIIIH, HO 51 TIOCYUTAJIA, YTO B YY>KOM PBITHCS HE XOPOIIIO.

Cyns 1o yAOBIETBOPEHHOMY B3IIISITY, YEJIOBEK ObLI YEM-TO JOBOJICH.
OH Jfaxe HEMHOro pacciiaduicsi, OTKUJIbIBAsACh HA CIHHKY Kpeclia |
CKJIJIbIBasi aJbIbl B 3aMOK. Ha ToHKHMX ry0ax mocenwiach e/iBa yJIoBUMas
yIBIOKA.

— Urak, nymaro, HaM CTOUT MO3HAKOMUTHCS, — 3arOBOPUJI OH, BCE €IIIE
CKOJIb3S B3IVISIIOM 1O MoeMy Jiily. YTto oH Tam BeicmaTrpuBaet? Ilog stum



B3DJISLAOM 51 ollylana ce0s HEMHOro HesnoBKO. [loCTOSHHO XOTenoch
nmoep3arh U OTBECTH Ia3za. — Moe nums ®up Kpuan Adepkop.

— OueHb NOpPHUATHO, — OTO3BANACh 5, KUBHYB. MyIpeHOE Yy HEro,
KOHEYHO, UMs, HO KTO UX TYT 3HaeT. — Beponuka KouieeBa, — npeacrasuia s
B OTBET, 3aMHUpPasi B OKUJAHUH TAIbHEUIIIETO.

— Mory 8 y3Harb, 4TO MPOU3OLLIO? — CHPOCUJIA s, BHUMATEJIbHO
CMOTpsI Ha 4esioBeka nepen coboil. Kak mue ero Hazsars? ®up? Kpuan? Uro
U3 3TOro Ums, a 4to otdyectBo? Mnm y HuxX TyT Her ordectBa? Hasnerocs,
OOBSCHHUT.

— Koneuno, — ®up KUBHYJI W 3amMojdaj, SBHO TMOAOWpas ClioBa s
oObsicHenusi. — Buaute mu, Huka?.. — uMst OH Ha3Baj HE CIIMIIKOM YBEPEHHO.

— Tak TOX€ MOXHO, — pa3pemmnia . Majio i, BAPYr EMy MO€ MOJIHOE
VM3 CJIOKHO BbITOBapuBarh. KTo 3Haer.

— Bwuaute nu, Huxka, mnpousonna HeOonbinas omubOka. Mbl
IJTAHUPOBAJIA MIEPEHECTU HA Karrap COBEPIIEHHO APYroro 4eioBeKa.

— Karrap?

— Tak Ha3pIBAETCS HAIl MUD.

— O, Tak MHUPOB, 3HAYUT, MHOTO? — cHpocuia s, Mpo ceOs B3bIXas.
KakuMu Obl KpenmkuMu HE OBbUIM MOU HEPBBI, MPOUCXOJSIIEE BCE PaBHO
BBITVISIZIENIO C MOEU CTOPOHBI, Kak Tearp adcypa. Eciu Obl 51 He momnana B 3To
MECTO CTOJb... HEOOBIYHBIM CIIOCOOOM, TO JAaBHO pemniwia Obl, 4YTO MEHS
Iepxar 3a 1ypy.

— MHoro, — noarsepaun Oup. — [Jymaro, B 3T0 TpyTHO ITIOBEPHUTb. . .

— Ortuero xke? He Tak ClI0XHO, KAK MOXKET MOKAa3aTbCs, — 3aBEpuia s
ero. — Ilomydaercsd, Bbl IUIAHUPOBAIM IEPEHECTH KOrO-TO APYroro, HO
MIPOM30IIIa KaKasi-TO OIKOKa, U3-32 KOTOPOM K BaM MOMaJl HE TOT YEJIOBEK.
OT0 MOXKHO uctpaButh? To ecTh, BB MOXKETE MEHS BEPHYTh 00OpaTHO?

— K coxanennto, Bce He Tak mpocto, — dup mnokadana rojoBoul. —
Marndeckuii Kpyr Ha 3TO IEPEMEILICHUE HUCTPATWI BCIO CBOK DHEPIHUIO.
[InanupoBanock, YTO Ha MEPEHOC MOAXOJAIIETO YeJIOBeKa yHUIeT He Oolee
TPUIIATH aKTAaHOB, HO YIIIJIa BCsl Thicsiya. KaxkeTcs, Mbl CHIIBHO OLITUOJIUCH B
KOOpAMHATaX Mupa. XOTs s ObUI YBEPEH, YTO BCE MPABUIBHO, — C KaXJIbIM
npousHeceHHbIM clioBoM, Dup Bce Oosbiie u OObINE MOrpyXkajics B
pasnymbs. [locnennue cioBa oH U BOBce OyKBallbHO MPOOOpMOTai cede 1Mo
HOC.

— To ecTb, MOl MHp HAXOAUTCS OT BaC HAMHOTO AajibllIe€, YEM TOT, U3
KOTOPOTO Bbl JIOJKHBI OBLIIM MEPEHECTU YEJIOBEKa U MOATOMY HEKUH Kpyr



MOJIHOCTBIO MOTPATWIICS. S BCE MPaBUIBHO MOHUMAKO? — IMEPECIPOCUIIA Sl
Hexoropsie BemM s HE COBCEM NMOHMMAJIA, HO JOTaJbIBaIaCh UHTYUTUBHO,
YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITb.

Barsg @upa ctan 6o51€e 0CMBICICHHBIM.

— Jla, Bce BepHO, — mpou3Hec oH. — {19 ero moa3apsiku morpedyercs
HekoTopoe BpeMda. K Tomy ke, s Aymaro, 4TO BCE MOJTYYWIOCh HE TaK YK U
IJI0X0, KaK MOMIO ObI MOKa3aThCs ¢ camoro Haudaja. KoHeyHo, HY>KHO eliie
KOE-YTO MPOBEPUTH, HO 5 YK€ U TaK BUXKY, UTO Bbl OTIIMYHO MOAXOIUTE.

A TyT ke HaxMypuiach, HE COBCEM IOHUMAsi, YTO MUMEHHO HMMEET B
BHUJIY 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

— Ilosicuute, — mompocuia, CXUMasl ClIeTKa 3aJpOKaBLINE MaJIbIIbI
cuipHee. UyeT MOe HaJEeNeHHOEe UHTYHUIMEN MECTO, YTO CIEAYIOLIUE CIIOBA
@upa MHE COBEPIIEHHO HE MMOHPABATCS.

— HaBepnoe, ais nydine MOHUMaHu s HAUHY paccKa3 ¢ CaMOro Havyala.

— A MOXHO CaMyI0 CyTb, — HOIIPOCHJIA 5.

@up ISHYII HA MEHS CTPAHHBIM B3[VIAJIOM.

— BpI cTanere )xeHOM Halllero uMIieparopa.

OOBIYHO B TaKUX CIydasiX JIIOAU TOBOPST YTO-TO BPOJE: MEHsI OyITO
NBUIBHBIM MENIKOM MO TOJO0BEe yaapuiu. Mim BOT eme: Kazaiaoch, CIOBHO
oOmwm u3 BeApa. He 3Hato, kak y Ipyrux, HO JUYHO 51 B IEPBOE MTHOBEHHE
BOOOIIIE 3aCOMHEBAJIACH, YTO MPABUIILHO BCE PaCCIIbIIIAA.

— ITpocTture?

— BBl cTaHeTe )X€HOW Halllero umIeparopa, — nosropuil Oup, nsaas Ha
MEHS BBIXKUJIAIONIE, C KaNeJIbKOM JIIOOOMBITCTBA BO B3IVISIC.

S misHyNna Mo CTOpOHaM, IMOTOM MOINISAENIa HA CBOM PYKH, OyATO TaM
MOT OBITh HamKcaH OTBET. B310XHyna U moep3aia, BHE3AMHO OIIYTHUB, YTO
X0y YWTH Kyma-HMOyAb mojaiblie u3 3Toro mecra. JKemarenbHo K cede
noMmoii. Tam MeHs1 HEBBIOpaHHBIN (PUIBM KAET, MHUIIllA, KOTOPYIO S XOTela
3aka3arb cebe Ha yxuH. M BooOmie, y meHs nonHo naen. Kakas eie xeHa
nmneparopa? Kro? A? Llytuts u3zBonute? S camblii npocToii yenosek. Kro,
BOOOIIIE, 3TO MpUyMa?

Bo3mokHO, KTO-TO Jpyroii Ha MoeM MecTe o00pajoBaics Obl
MOJI0OOHOMY, BOT TOJIBKO s OTJIMYHO MOHHMMAJa, YTO OBITh )KEHOU MpPaBUTEIISI
Ta emle 3ajada. Bpsan nu y MeHs, 4elOoBEKa, KOTOPBIM K BJIACTU HE HUMEIN
HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHMS, MOJYYUTCS JTOCTOMHO ChITpaTh 3Ty poJib. JKeHa
UMIIepaTopa He TO YK€ CaMOoe, YTO JKE€Ha TOTO K€ OyITOYHUKA.



— OueHp cMmeniHo, — MpodopMoTana 5, UCKOcAa DISIAS Ha CIIOKOMHO
CUJAILETO HAIIPOTHB MEHS MYKYHMHY. — A UMIIEpaTop y Hac KT0?

— YenoBeK, KOTOPBIM MOKUHYII 3aJ]1 C MArHYECKUM KPYTOM ITEPBBIM.

— O, — s ynbIOHYyJach, HEMHOrO pacciadbuBmuch. — Cyas 1O BCEMY,
BallleMy UMIIEpaToOpy s HE OYeHb MOHpaBuiack. He cTtaner Beas oH Oparh B
JKEHBl KOrO-TO, KTO BBI3BIBAET y HErO0 OTBpAlIEHUE, — CKaszaja s, Ipsya
JIETKOE€ HEJOBOJBCTBO Kak MOXHO TDiyOoke. Bce-Taku wmajno KoMy
MOHPABUTCS, KOTJa Ha HEro CMOTPST C BBIpAKEHUEM OpEe3MIMBOCTH Ha
mie. — He craner Beap?

— B 3ane 610 TeMHO, — npousHec Pup Tak, CIOBHO paccyxiail. — Y
Bac Ha Jvile ObUTa HAaHEeCeHa OTTAJIKUBAIOIIETO BU/a MacKa. J[a ¥ BOJIOCHI BB
3a4€M-TO CKPBIBAJIM IOJ TPANKOW. Buaumo, B BamieM MUpE Tak MOJIOXKEHO.
Opexna TOXE BBIVIAAEIA HENOAXOMAIIEH sl WIa3 umieparopa. Ero
MMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIMYECTBO MPOCTO HE PACCMOTPEII BAC KaK CIEAYET.

— To ecTp?

— To ecth, Baml BHENIHUKA BHJ HA CaMOM JEJE€ BIOJHE COOTBETCTBYET
CTaHJapTaM >KEHCKOW KpacoTbl Ha TeppUTOpruu OUPPUHENCKONU UMIIEPUU.

— Hazan ne ormpaBute? — cmpocuia, 3amisabiBas B 1miaza Pupa c
MOJIBOOH.

— Hert, — orpesan 310T... HEXOpolMK 4denoBeK. [Ipu 3ToM OH emie u
YABIOHYJICS TaK, Oy/ITO IPOUCXOSIIEE EMY HPABUIOCH.

4 cHoOBa omIsAIeNIach MO CTOPOHAM B ITOMCKaX HOBBIX UCH.

— JlanHo, — s HaXMypuiIachk, — JaBailTe ¢ CaMOro Hayajia, — MoNpocuia,
MOJyMaB, YTO BO BpPEMsi paccKkaza CMOTY OTBICKAaThb XOTh KaKylO-HHOYIb
Ja3eiky. — 3a4yeM uMIeparopy, BooOiie, MoHaJ00MI0Ch UCKATh ce0e KEHY B
npyroM mupe? B Bamem mupe JKEeHIUH, 4TO J1, HE OCTAJIOCh?

— Bce ouens HEenpocTo.

— DTO 51 yXe MOoHsIa, — OypKHYJa, MBICIEHHO TOBOPS KEJIAHHOW MUIILE
— MPOLIAM.

— Bce Havamoch HECKOJIBKO JECATKOB ThICAY JIET Has3ad. B To Bpems
JPAKOHBI KUIH. . .

— Ilogoxaure, — nepeduna g My>XuuHy. — Bbl cka3anu: ApakoHbl?

— Bepno.

— Kakue apakons?

Bmecto orBera, ®up BcTan u momomiesn K HEOOIbLUIOMY KHUKHOMY
mkady. [IpoGexaBuIucy naapliaMu MO KOpEIIKaM KHHUT, OH BbIOpai OfHY H



packpsul. [IpomrcraB HEMHOro, OH BEpHYyJCS B Kpecio. [loBepHYB KHUTY
PACKPBITHIMU JIICTAMHU KO MHE, OH MOCTyYal NaJlbIEM MO U300pAKEHHUIO.

— Bor takue gpakonsl, — Ckazan @up. — KOHKpETHO 3TOT Ha3bIBaETCS
OTHEHHBIM.

A cmoTpena Ha HApPUCOBAHHOTO JIPAKOHA W HE MONIA TOHATH:
Pa3bIrPHIBAIOT MEHSI CEMYAC WIIH K€ BCE 3TO MPOU3ZHECEHO CEPHE3HO.

— HW3-3a TOro, 4ro0 MOXKET IJIEBAThCS OTHEM? — 3ajaja s C OJHOU
CTOPOHBI BaKHBIM, & C IPYTrOW TypallKui BOIPOC.

— Het, — ycMexnyncst @up. — OTHEHHBIMU OHM HAa3bIBAIOTCSA MO TOM
MPOCTOM MPUYKHE, UTO UX MEPBOCTUXUA OTOHb. B MX kKMjax Te4eT OrHEHHAas
Marus.

— Bce 370 3ByuuT CIMIIKOM. . .

— HeBeposaTHo? — momor MHe ¢ onipeneneaueMm dup.

— Ma. UmeHHo Tak. MHe ClI0)KHO BO BCEM 3TO NOBEpUTH. Jpyrou mup,
IpakoHbl, xeHa ummneparopa. Lllyrture, 4to nU? — A THXO 3acMmesiach,
THIETHO MBITASICh B3SITh CE0Sl B PYKHU.

B camom pene, 4yto s Tak pacnepexuBaiack? Hwudyero Benp He
ciyuunock. Ilogymaenib, ApakoHbl. B HamiemM Mupe OHHM TOXE OBIBAOT.
Hanpumep, mog HauanpHuia. Tot eme apakon! Hukakoli OrHEHHBIN SLIEP C
Hell He cpaBHuTca! Mim Bot cocen denop HukomaeBuu — y HeEro mnocie
OOUJILHOTO aJIKOTOJIBHOTO BO3JIMSIHUS JIbIXaHHE TOWCTHHE JpakoHbe. Kak
JIBIXHET, TaK BCE BOKPYT MPET OT SAPEHOTO Meperapa.

ITorepeB BUCKH, 51 IPUKPBLIA IJ1a3a.

K Tomy ke, pa3 CyllecTByeT BO3MOKHOCThH IMOPTAJbHOIO IMEPEHOCa,
noueMy Obl HE CyllecTBOBaTh JpakoHam? Eciu Tak momymarh, TO 3TO BEIb
MPOCTO KUBOTHBIE TAKWE, HEOOBIYHBIE, KOHEUHO, HO TTOUYeMYy Obl HET. Y HHX
TyT, HAaBEPHOE, U €IUHOPOTU ecTb U TpuoHbI Becskue. [Ipsmo kakas-to
(dsHTE3U CTpaHa.

Hy Bor, g1 ycniokonace.

— Xopo1io, s yCBOWJIA 3Ty HOBOCTb, — CKa3aja s, OTKpbIBas Iiia3a U
cMoTps npsamo Ha Pupa. OH Bce 3TO BpeMsi MOJIYAIMBO CUAEI HAPOTHUB U
HaOJIIO/IaT 32 MOMMU MOTYTaMH BTHCHYTh HEYTO HEOOBIYHOE (NI MEHsS) B
peaibHOCTb. — [1€ TaM, TOBOpUTE, paHbIIE KUIU ApakoHbl? M 3Ty KHUTY 5
BO3bMY, IIOKAITYH.

— Ha, xoHeuHo, — ®up npunoasuics u nepenan Mue Qoauant. Ces
00paTHO, OH MPOJIOJIKKI C TOTO MECTa, Ha KOTOpOM ocTtaHoBmics: — Korma-



TO JPAKOHBI KWK COBCEM B ApyroM mupe. Ho 4To-TO Ciydmsioch, 1 OHHU
Ha4yaJu TEPSATh CBOK BTOPYIO CYIIHOCTb.

— MoXHO Ha 3TOM MOMEHTE MOoApPOOHee? — MONPOCHUia S, MBICICHHO
TOTOBSCH YCJIBIIIATh HEYTO, YTO CHOBA HE 3aXOUYET BIIUCATHCS B MO0 KapTUHY
mupa. — CymHocTs?

— ¥V mo0oro 370pOBOTO JIpakoHa €CTh JBE CYIIHOCTH. HekoTopswie
Ha3pIBAlOT UX oOmukamMu. OauH OONHMK — 4YeloBeK. Btopoil o0aumK —
JICTAIOIIN M 3BEPb.

— A, — KUBHYNa s, BOCIPHUHSB 3Ty HMH(OpMAIMIO 0OJee CHOKOIHO.
Kaxxercst, TMMUT MOETO yIUBIICHUs Ha CETOHs ucuepriad. — OO0pOTEeHb.

— MOXHO cKa3aTh M Tak, — HE CIMIIKOM OXOTHO comtacuics @up. Emy
SBHO HE€ OYEHb HPABWIOCH MOJ00HOE onpeaeneHue. — Tak BOT. J[pakoHbI
Hayalld TepATh OJHY U3 CBOMX cylIHocTed. BephHee, mx OyaTO YTO-TO
3aMupano B OAHOM M3 OOMMKOB. MHp CIOBHO OTBeprai JpakoHoB. Ham
npuuiock yutu. Bor Tonbko HukTO Ha Karrape He xpman Hac ¢
pacrpocTepTbiMi O0BATHSIMU. J[JI1 Hauala CTOUT CKa3aTh, YTO JIPAKOHOM
OPUILIOCHh JIOJITO€ BPEMSI CPAXKATbCsl, YTOOBI 3aHSTh TJIABEHCTBYIOUILYIO
MO3UIIMIO CPEeU HapojioB 3Toro mupa. M korga menb Obula JIOCTUTHYTA,
BBISICHUJIOCh, 4YTO JIPaKOHOB TOocTUriIa HoBas Oema. Ilycte obOa oOmuka
OCTaJIUCh C HAMH, HO Y JPAKOHBHUX Map MEePECTaIN POKIATHCS JEBOUKHU.

— CknagpIBaeTCsi TaKO€ BMEUYATIECHUWE, YTO MUPBHI BOCCTAJIM TPOTHUB
Bac, — C JIETKOM MCTUTEIBHOCTBIO TIpou3Hecna s. — O0s3aTenbHO OBLIO
pa3Bs3bIBATH BOWHBI B HOBOM MUpE?

— K coxanenuto, Haml 3BEpUHBIA OOJIMK JOBOJIBHO YyCTpallaroll,
MO3TOMY JIFO[IM BCETa CTPEMATCS JIMOO MOAYMHUTH HAC, TMOO YHUUTOKHUTb.
Ham He ocTaBanoch HUYETO UHOTO.

— IlonsiTHO, — 51 HEMHOrO pacciadbmiacb. MoxeT U ObITh Takoe, YTO
JIPAKOHbI KOTZA-TO JABHO KWW B MoeM mupe? OTKyna-TO B€lb B3SUINCh
Mu@ds1 00 3THX sepax. Jla u 3Bepb Ha pUCYHKE, TOKa3aHHOM MHE HEJIaBHO,
BBIJIAZIENT JIOBOJBHO 3HAaKoMO. KTO B HameM Mupe HE 3HAaeT 3THUX
MU(PUYECKUX, «BBITYMaHHBIX» CYIIECTB?

— B KOHEYHOM HTOT€, )KEHIIUH-IPAKOHOB HE O0CTaN0Ch. OOBIYHBIE JIFOIU
JUIS1 TIOJTYY€HMS IOTOMCTBA HE MOJIXOAUIHN, — IPOAOJIKUII pacckas dup.

— Ho s Benp TOXe OOBIUHBIN 4YeIOBEK! — MTHOBEHHO 3alleliach 3a
CKa3aHHOE 5. — A pa3 Tak, 3HAUUT, HUKAKOM >KEHOW CaMOro HacCTOSIIETO,
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO M TaK Jajee uMIieparopa s ObITh HE MOTY.



I[lo rybam ®upa ckonb3Hyna Jjerkas yinblOka. Kaxercsa, s ero
3a0aBisia.

— OOblunble moau Karrapa He momxoawniu, — yTouyHuid oH. [lpu stom
CKa3aHO 3TO OBLIO C KAaKUM-TO MOTAaCHHBIM YAOBOJLCTBHEM. EMy SBHO
HpaBUTCS pa3OMBaTh MOIO XPYNKYyI0 Hajexay. — Ham mpuiiocs oOparuth
B30p Ha OCTaBJIEHHBIA HaMU MUp. HekoTophie U3 TEX, KTO yTpaTUi BTOPOM
OOJIMK WJIM MX MOTOMKH BCE €Ill€ MOIJIU OCTaBaThCcs Tam. Ml oHM Ha caMom
nene Obutn. Mbl mompoOoBalii TEPEHECTH OJHY TMOAOOHYIO KEHIIUHY.
PopuBmmiics oOT Hee MaJpdUK OKAa3ajCs MOJHOLEHHBIM JIPAKOHOM,
AMEIOIIUM J1Ba O00JIHKA.

— Ilogoxxknute, — s OPUNOJAHSUIA PYKY, OCTAHABIMBAS MYKUUHY. —
3aMedaresbHO, YTO Bbl HAIUIM BbIXOJA. HO B camoM Havase Bbl CKa3aju, 4TO
HEMHOTI'O MPOMAXHYJIMCh C KOOPAWHATAMHU, HE Tak Ju? Hackoybko s MmoHsna,
Bbl TUIAHUPOBAJIM NEPEHECTH JKCHIIMHY W3 OCTABJICHHOIO KOTAA-TO AABHO
BaMHU MUPa, HO MEPEHECIN MEHs. A pa3 Tak, 3HA4WT, 1 BaM HE MOAX0XKY. Bo
MHE HET KPOBH JIPAKOHOB, — 3aKOHUYMUJIA 51 U TOOETHO YIBIOHYIIACH.

— EcTtp, — cka3zaB 310, ®up Aaxe HEMHOIO MPUILYPUIICS, CIIOBHO KeJlas,
KaK CIEQYET pACCMOTPETh MOKO PEAKIUIO.

— Otkyzna Bbl 3HaeTe? — CIpOCHIIa ¢ Tofo3peHrueM. — Ha MHe HamucaHo,
4TO JIn?

— Iloutn, — ®up ycmexnyncs. — KpoBb ApakoHa O4Y€Hb CUIIbHA.

— MoxHO moapoOHee, — MOMpOocuia HEJOBOJIBHO, CKIaJbIBasi PYKU Ha
rpyau. Heyxenu Mou poauTeny 4To-TO OT MeHsl CKpbiBainu? Jla Het, Open
Benb. babymku ¢ nemymkamu? Haxmypunace. [mynocTs kakas-to. Hukakux
JPAaKOHOB B MOEM POJly TOUYHO He ObL10. MHaue st Obl TOUHO 3HAJIA.

— MoxHO cKa3zarb, 4TO 3TO JCHCTBUTEIBHO B Bac 3amucaHo. JIroOom
JPAKOH C JIETKOCTBIO TOYYBCTBYET KPOBb JIPYTOTrO JIPAKOHA.

— Ho s denoBek. He npakon. W poaurenu y MeHsl ObUIM JIOABMU U
0a0yIIIKK C JeTyIIKaMHU.

— He cnopro, — nerko cormacwicas @up. — bnuszkoe poacTBo He
oOsi3arenbHO. Jlaxke yepes ThicsIUy MOKOJICHUM KPOBh JApaKkoHa Bce elle OyaeT
OCTaBaThCsl B MOTOMKaXx.

Sl BBIIOXHYNIAa W TOJHSJA Tla3a K TMOTOJIKY, O€3AyMHO OCMaTpHuBas
PE3HOU PUCYHOK.

— llonywaercsi, — Hadaja g 3aAyMuYMBO, OUIyIIasi HAKAThIBAIOIIYIO
ycranocth. Cyng mo Bcemy, Ha3zaa jaoporu Her. M 4ro nenars? — B MoeM
MHUpE KOT/Ia-TO JaBHO TOXe OBLIN JApakoHbl. Ho moTOM Ky/ma-To AeNHCh.



— Bce Tak.

— Ho »T0 He Bamm npenku? Bbel Beap W3 COBCEM JIpyroro Mwupa
MPULLIH, — 51 TocMoTpenia Ha Dupa, XMypsCh.

— Y10 TyT Takoro ynuBurenbHoro? Jlrogu, HanmpuMep, BO MHOTHX MUpPax
€CTb.

— W oTkyna oHu TaM 6epyTcsi? — Moa000NBITCTBOBAIA, PA3MBIIILISS Ha
TEM, UTO 3TO I€MCTBUTEIBHO CTPAHHO — MUPHI Pa3HbIE, & PACHI OX0XKHU.

Takoe olryiieHre, 4To KOTJa-To JaBHO KTO-TO MPOCTO PACCEIINI JTIOAEH
1o pasHbIM mupam. Ilomydaercs, To ke camoe NPOU30LLI0 U C APAKOHAMM.
A MOXET MUPBI 3TO TIPOCTO OTPAKEHUS IPYT Apyra, CO BpeMEHEM OOpeTIIHe
CaMOCTOATENLHOCTh U MOLIEAIINE MO cBoeMmy nyTu? ['agarh MOXHO 10
OECKOHEYHOCTH.

— MWHrepecHbiit Bompoc, — mnpobopmotan Dun 3aayMyuBO, SBHO
3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH BompocoM. — HyxHO OynmeMm uccnenoBarh 370. Ecnu
MHPBI HACTOJIBKO CXO0XKH, TO €CTh BOBMOXKHOCTb... XM, J1a, TyMar0, 3TO CTOUT
npoBepuTh. XKajb, 4TO HENb3s MPOCTO U3BATH U3 MHUpA JTIOOOTO UYETOBEKA,
YTOOBI MPOBEPUTH. .. XOTs, MOYeMy Helb3s? BeiOpaTh 110000 U IEPEHECTH.

Cyns no Bungy ®upa, OH MOJHOCTHIO yIIET B CBOM MBICIH. MHE CTalio
Jaxe >Kalb TOro cliydailHoro uenoBeka. Hazeroch, yOuBaTh ero mocie
MIPOBEPKU HE CTAHYT. XOTs, 3TO BeAb ujes!

— A MOXHO NEPEHECTH KEHIIUHY? — CIIPOCHUIIA BKPATUUBO.

— KoneuHo, MmoxkHo! — rops4o 3aBepusi MeHst Dup, HaXo[ACh BCE €lIE B
CBOUX MBICJISIX.

— W ecnn y Hee B MpelKax 3arecalicsi IPAKOH, TO OHA BIIOJHE MOYKET
BBIMTH 3aMY’K 3a UMIIEPATOpa, — IIOHU3UB T'OJIOC, IPEMIOKUIA 1. — A MEHs
MO>XHO OTIIPABUTH HA3A/I.

@up BCTPEIEHYIICS, BBIIUIbIBAas U3 CBOUX MbIciel. [lomsaaeB Ha MeHs
MPUCTAJIBLHO, OH €/1Ba 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJIICS.

— A BBbI KOBapHasl.

51 BO3MyTHIIACK.

— Hwuuero momoGHoro. Ilpocto jgar ImIaHC dYeIOBEKY Ha XOPOIIYIO
*u3Hb. OHa Belb HE Oy/leT HU B YE€M HYXKJAThCi. borarctBo, KpacuBBIH,
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN MYX, 0e33a00THas u3Hb. Jla MouTH Kaxjaas O TakoM
MeyTaer!

— J1a? — ®up HaKIOHWICA HEMHOTO BHEPE, IPUCTAIIBHO BCMaTPHUBAsCh
B MeHs. — Ecnu Bce Tak, TO moyeMy Bbl TaKk XOTHUTE OOpaTHO? — HEMHOIO
MOJTyMaB, OH C TOHUMAaHHUEM MPOU3HEC: — Y BaC TaM OCTaJICS JTIOOMMBINA.



A cpa3y BcoMHUJIA MapHs, ¢ KOTOPbIM OyKBajdbHO BUE€pa paccTaliach.
JIrobumbiii? Hy, s1 ObI Tak He ckazaina.

Ha camom nene y MeHst ¢ JIIOOOBBIO CIOKWIUCH JOBOJIBHO CJIOYKHBIC
oTHOmIEHHs. B paHHEl IOHOCTH, KOrjga BCE€ MOM 3HAKOMbBIE M MOAPYTH
CXONWJIM C yMma OT JIFOOBM, TBOPS pa3HbIe DIYINOCTH, S MOIJIa JIUIIb
HaOJIFOAaTh 32 BCeM ATUM. 51 O4YeHb XOTeja BIIOOUTHLCS, HO, KaKETCs, Oblia
HE CrocoOHa Ha 3T0. MHeE XOTel0Ch OPOCUTHCS B ATOT OMYT C T'OJIOBOM,
MOYYyBCTBOBATh, YTO € 3TO TakKoe, 3a0bITh 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, HO MOE
CepALE HU pa3y HE APOTHYJIO.

Ho s He cmaBanack. 3HakOMMIaCh M XOJIMJIa Ha CBUJAHMA. BOT TOJIBKO
HU OJIUH W3 T€X, C KeM s BCTpedajach HE CMOI OCTaBUTh B MOEH ayIie
JTyOOKHUM ClIe]I.

Bo BceM 3TOM ObLia eiie onHa npoodiema. Hecmotpst Hu Ha 4TO, 51 BCe-
Takd OblJJa POMAHTHUYHOM HATypoOM, MOATOMY €IIle JaBHO peIlusia, 4YTo
MEePECIUTIO TOJIBKO C TEM, B KOT0 BIIOOIIOCH. JlymMato, HE CTOUT TOBOPHUTH, UTO
C 9TUM TOXXE BO3HUKJIU MpoOiaeMbl. OOBIYHO OTHOIICHUS 3aKaHYMBAIUChH B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia MapHsAM HaJoeaano x1aath. MiM X0Tenoch cexca, 1 OHU HE
MOHHUMAJTH, TIOYEMY 3TO 5 «JIOMAIOCh». A MHE XOTeJIOCh JTII0OOBH, KOTOpasi BCe
HUKaK KO MHE HE MPUXOAUIA.

Tak 4TO HET, HUKAKOTO JIIOOMMOI0 Yy MEHsS TaM He octanock. Ho Bens
®dupy 00 3TOM 3HATH HE 00SI3aTEIHLHO, HE TAK JIU?

[TomxkaB xanoOHO TyObl, s IOMBITANIACH 3amiakath. He Beiio. Torma s
pPE3KO 3aKpbUIa JULO JAJOHSAMH, ONMYCTUJIA TUIEYM W JIETKO B3APOTrHYyJa, a
MIOTOM KHBHYJIA TOJIOBOM, YTYKHYB.

— Bor kak, — npousnec tuxo ®up. — Kaiap, HO BaM NPUAETCS O HEM
3a0BITh, — CKa3aHO ATO OBLIO JJOBOJIBHO JKECTKO.

Otuero-To 310 MEeHA pazo3nwiio. [1oACkouMB HA HOTH, A 3aMeTallach Mo
KOMHATe.

— A mou pogutenu?! Bel o Hux nogymanu? Y mamsl cnaboe cepaue! Jla
KaK TOJIbKO OHa y3HAET, 4TO S Mporana, TyT e CIsKET. A cienoM u oren!
Ber Oeccepaeunsiii 3moaeii. Y Bac HeT HU aymid, HM cepAana! Bel Benb
BUAUTE, 4YTO BCE€ H3TO MHE HE HPABUTCA, TaK TMOYEMYy YIHPACTECh?
[Togymaelib, MOJOXKACTE €II€ HEMHOTO, HAKOMUTE 3Ty Ballly DHEPrUIo, Ja
MIPU30BETE Ty, KTO 3aX0UeT BCEX ATUX OJar.

— MBI HE MOXKEeM KIaTh 0JIT0, — IpepBajl MOK INIAMEHHYIO peub Dup,
IJIS,711 HA MEHSI C THTEPECOM.



— IloueMy? — OCTaHOBHMBIIMCH, Sl BCIUIECHYJIA PyKaMHU U CEPIAUTO
JISIHYJIA HA HETO.

— Jlonro oOBSCHATE. ..

— A s, cyzisl IO BCEMY, T€IEPb HUKY/A HE CIEIIY, — IPOM3HECHA A €AKO U
cena ooparHo B kpecio. [lonpaBuB pa3apakeHHO MOJIbI Xajara, MOJIHsIIa Ha
MY>XYUHY 37101 B3IV,

— Ilonumaere, — Hauanm Oup Tak, OyATO COBEPIIICHHO HE 3aMeyal MOeH
BpaxJieOHOCTH. M dYero OH TakoM CIOKOWHBIM? — €ro HMIIEpPaTopcKoe
BEJIMYECTBO B30IIEJI HAa TPOH COBCeM HeAaaBHO. OH IOH M HEKOTOphIE
CUMTALOT, UTO MTO00HAS HOIlIAa €EMY €IIE HE MO CUJIaM.

FOH? 4 mocrapanach BCIIOMHUTBH JIMIO MYXXYUHBI, KOTOPBIM IEPBBIM
nokuHyn 3ai. Hy, Moioa, koHEYHO, HO s Obl HE Ha3Bajla €ro CIIHILKOM
10OHbIM. Ha 1miepBbIil B3I, MOM POBECHUK, MOYKET HEMHOI'O JTaKE CTapIIIE.

— Bce ene He noHumaro.

— MbI nmocuuTanu, 4TO NS OPUAAHUS €ro o0pa3y CEepbe3HOCTH U
3pEJIOCTH €EMY CTOMUT KEHUTHCS U MOAAPUTH UMIIEPUU HACIICTHHUKA.

Y MeHs gap peuu OTHSJICS.

— Ha... HacmemHuka? — cHpocuia IIENOTOM, HAAEsICh, YTO MHE
MOCJIBIIIANOCH. — Tak MHE €ll1e U poXKaTh npuaeTcs?!

— A 4t0 B 3TOM Takoro? — HenoymeBan ®Dup. — Pa3Be KEHIIMHBI HE
poxkaroT?

— Ho He Ttak paHo! — BO3MyTHJIaCh 1.

— Ilouemy pano? — ®up ommiaen meHs BHuMarenbHee. — Cynsd 1o
BCEMY, BbI IABHO YK€ BOLIUIM B ITOAXOSIINN BO3PACT.

S oxkuHyna ero THEBHBIM B3INISIIOM M OTBepHyJach. Ha s3bIke
KPYTHJIOCH Ky4a sI3BUTEJbHBIX 3aMEUYaHui, HO O1aropazymue npuaepKuBaio
32 KOHYMK, HE JjaBas UM copBarbcs. Kak Obl s1 HE Tpenbixalach, OLIyIIECHUE,
YTO MHE BCE-TAKU MPUAETCA TYT OCTaThCs, CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE CHIIbHEE. A pa3
TaK, 3HaYUT, CTOUT OBITH OCMOTpHUTEIIbHEE cO clioBaMu. CBouM Bparom ®dupa
JIEeTIaTh 5 HE XOTeJa, Majo JI, KTO OH TAKOM.

BriioxHyB, OTKMHYJIACh HA CIIMHKY KPECJIa U NpUKpbUIa m1a3a. B myiie
LApWJIO HETONOBAaHHME W pPa3Ipa)XeHHOCTb. I HEHaBuzena, Korma MeHs K
YEeMY-TO MPUHYKIAIOT.

— W xorma 3T0 3HaMEHATENbHOE COOBITHE JIOJKHO COCTOSIThCA? —
CIOPOCHJIA CHOKOMHO, Pa3MbIIUIAS HaJ TEM, YTO CTOMT IOTOBOPHUTH EIIE C
TUM UMIeparopoM. I eMy He TMOHpaBUJIACh, TaK MOXET OH yoeaut dupa



OTHpaBUTh MeHA Ha3zaa. OH BeOp JOJDKEH MOHUMAaTh, YTO JKEHA — 3TO
Hajonro. MHTepecHo, a pa3Bonabl y HUX TyT ObiBator? Hamo Oyner Bce 00
3TOM Y3HAaTb.

W Bce-Taku, HEYKeJIN MHE MPUJIETCH. . .

— Yepe3 Mecs1] coOpaHue yeThlpex umnepaTtopoB. Ero nmmeparopckoe
BEJINYECTBO JOJKEH MOSIBUTHCS TaM C KEHO.

— To ectb, cBagpba HOMKHA MPOWTH 1O 3TOoro mMomeHTa? Heyxenn
MecsIIa XBaTHUT, YTOOBI BCE MOATOTOBUTH?

— [IpuroroBienust Ha4YaIUCh yKe JaBHO, — 100U MeHst Dup. — S Buxky,
YTO BBl YCTaJH.

OtkpeIB m1a3a, 1 yBuaena, uro Gup BcTan U cermvac CTOsUI, DISAS Ha
MEHS CBEPXY BHU3.

— Bam HyXHO mocnarbh U yCHOKOUTBHCS, — T0OABUII OH, HAPABIISISICh K
neepu. — Vi Bl rOJIOAHBI? — CIPOCUI OH, OCTAHABJIUBAACH.

T'omonna? Jla MHE ceiiyac HU KPOILIKHU B POT HE Mone3eT!

— He xouy, — mpoBopuaia, OTBOPa4MBasCh OT MY>KUYHHBI.

— Torma criokorHOM HOUYM. BaM He CTOUT Tak CHJIBLHO BOJHOBAThCA. Bee
OyJIeT XOpOoII0, BOT YBUJUTE, — MOMbBITAJICS MOAOOAPUTH MEHS OH.

Sl Ha PTO HMYEro He OTBETWJIA, Jak€ HE NOBEpHynach. llapy cexyHn
CIIyCTSl YCIIBIIIAJIA, KAK OTKPBUIACH U 3aKPbUIACH JIBEPb.

[lepBpIM MOpBIBOM OBUIO BCKOYUTH W cOeXaTh Kyaa-HUOYIb, HO s
3amaBuia B cebe 3To kemaHue. Kyma s mpsiMmo ceituac mobery? B omHom
xanare, bocukom, 0e3 JeHeT, 3HaHuil 0 Mupe. BCkUHYB pyKy, c)kajia KyJoH,
BUCSIIMI Ha rpyau. XOpoILIO €lle C S3bIKOM MpooOseM HeT. M Bce paBHO
NPUAETCS YUYUT.

N uto Teneps nenarh? 3amyx s TOYHO HE Xouy. PUp HE CTaHET MHE
IIOMOTaTb — 3TO fCHO, KaK JeHb. OH, KaKk MHE Ka)XeTCs, CHIEIACT BCE
BO3MOXKHOE, UTOOBI YOEIUTh CBOETO UMIIEPATOPA, UTO S OJX0XKY HUIEAIBHO.

Hymaro, Uil Hayajna HaJo0 MOTOBOPUTH ¢ caMHM umneparopoMm. M kak
MHE cebs ¢ HUM BecTH? Kakux >KCHIIMH HE JIOOST MYKUUHBI? ATYHBIX?
Kanpusneix? Henanekum wunu, ©HaoOopor, ymHbIX? Kakyi IuHHIO
MOBEJICHUSI BBIOpaTh, YTOOBI OTTOJKHYTH OT ce0s 93TOoro... JapakoHa?
[ToHsTHS HE UMEIO.

A Benp 37€Ch, HABEPHOE, €CTh CIyru. | OpHUYHBIE Kakue-HUOYIb. YK
OHM TOYHO JOJIKHBI 3HATh, KAKOW THUIM YKEHIIUH HPABUTCA UX TOCIOJUHY.
Hago Oymer ocHOBaTenbHO pacCIpOCHTh MX, a TIOTOM, CHEJarb BCE C
TOYHOCTBIO J1a HA0OOPOT.



51 He moHpaBUIacCh 3TOMY HMMIIEPATOPy JIPAKOHOB, a €CJIM JOOABUTH K
TOMY HENPUSATHOE I HETO ITOBEJICHUE, TO OH CaM OTKaXeTCS Ha MHE
YKEHUTBCH.

N uto Torga? OtnpaBut au o0paTtHO? ITO OBLIO OBl MPOCTO OTIAUYHO!

Cepalie B Tpyaiu CKajaoCh OT CTpaxa U AypPHOTO NpeadyBCTBUs. MHe Ha
KOPOTKHUM MUT MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO Y MEHs BCE BOJIOCHI Ha TeJe IbIOOM BCTAJIH.
Co3aBajioch TakoOE€ ONIYIIEHHWE, 4YTO [0 KOMHATE€ IPOILIENCSA JIEASHOU
ckBO3HsIK. [loexxuBiiuch, oOxBaTuiaa ce0si pyKaMu, YIPIOMO OKHHYB
B3IVISI/IOM KOMHATY.

A He TOJIYy4YUTCS JIM TaK, YTO OH MPOCTO BBHIKUHET MEHS M3 3aMKa Ha
yauiry? 910 Obl10 OBl HE OUYEHb Becesio. XOpOoIo, €CIM OH OJIarOpOAHBIA U
COBECTIIMBEIN, a ecinu HeT? UTo MHe Toraa aenarhb?

Jla HeT, He MOXET ObITh. Y HHUX TYT ACQUIMT KCHIIUH C JpPaKOHbEU
KpoBbiO. Bpsi 11 oH craneT paz0OpackiBaThesi MoA0OHBIM pecypcoM. Ckopee
BCEro, MPOCTO... BBIJACT 3aMy’K 3a KaKoro-HuOynp nogurHeHHoro! WM kro
3HAET, YTO 3TO OYJIET 32 YEIIOBEK.

[Tpoxnstue! Kyna Hu 11t0HB, BE3/€E III0XO.

FEXOTCTYIIIeHHE ™ **

3a710)KUB PYKH 3a CIIUHY, MOJIOJAOM MY)KUMHA CTOSI OKOJIO OKHA U
O0e3qyMHO BCMaTpUBajJCsi B TEMHOTY 3a OKHOM. B TronoBe Opoauiio
MHOXXE€CTBO MBICIICH, U HU OJIHA U3 HUX HE ObLIa payKHOM.

Korna pasmancs cTtyk B ABEph, OH JIMIb CJIErKa HAKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY,
OyATO OBl K Y4EMY-TO MPHUCITYIIUBASCE.

— Bxonu, — mpou3HeC OH THUXO.

Cnycts MrHOBEHHME ABEPh OTKPbUIACh, U B KOMHATy BOIIEJ BBICOKUI
OJaropoJHOTO BUJIa MYXYHMHA, OOJIAYEHHBII B TEMHbIE O1€K1bI. [[pUKpHIB 3a
co0ol IBepb, OH CHAEJAJ Mapy 1IaroB B KOMHATy U octaHoBuics. [Ipunoxus
JAJOHb K IIPaBOM CTOPOHE TPYIX, OH ITOKJIIOHHUIICS U 3aMep.

Crosiuii OKOJI0 OKHA JIPAKOH TITYOOKO BIIOXHYJI U TOBEPHYJICS.

— CKoJpKO pa3 g npocuil Te0sl He KIaHSAThCSI MHE, KOTa Mbl HaeauHe? —
IPOM3HEC OH CIIOKOWHO.

— MHoro, Moif UMneparop, — MPOU3HEC BOIIEIINN U CIIOBHO Obl HEXOTS
BBITIPSMUIICS.

— Kpuan, npusnaiics, Tel JAenaclib 3TO CHEUHUAIBHO, — IPOBOpYAI
umneparop. — Tel MON JBOIOPOAHBIA OpaT W s THICSUY pa3 mpocuil Teds He
KJIAHSATHCSI MHE Y HAa3bIBATh MEHSI 110 UMEHU B T€ MOMEHTHI, KOTJ]a HAC HUKTO
HE BUJUT U HE CIIBIIIUT.



— 5 He penaro 3TO crenUalibHO, MOW... — KpuaHn 3amHyicsi, 3aMETUB
MTHOBEHHO M3MEHUBIIEECH JINLO UMIepaTopa. — ParHap, s He cnenualibHO.
DTO BBIXOJIUT CAMO COOOI.

Nmneparop oxkuHyn KpuaHa CHOKOWHBIM B3IISIOM W OTBEPHYJICH,
HaIpaBUBIIKCH B CTOPOHY cToja. OO0 €ro, OH Cell B KPECIO U OTKUHYJICS
Ha CIIMHKY, CKJIA/IbIBasi PYKU B 3aMOK Ha KHUBOTE.

Kpuan He cran monro xnaarh, MpOMIEN OaJbIIE€ B KOMHATy M BCTal
PAIIOM CO CTOJIOM.

— He croii, — nonpocui uMneparop, KuBasi B CTOPOHY TOCTEBOTO CTYJa.
Kpran MrHOBEHHO BBINIOJIHWI MPOChOy uMIeparopa. — Thl OTBEn €€ B
KOMHATBhI, HE TaK JIM? — CIPOCHUJ OH CIIYCTSl HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I.

— Jla, — Kpuan kuBHYJ, BHUMATEILHO HaOMIOMas 32 MUMHUKOMH CBOETO
nBOIOponHOro Opara u mpaButensa. Cyas Mo TOMy, Kak CKylla OHa cTana,
MMIIEPATOP MOYTH YCIIOKOUJIICS.

— Thl y3HaI, 4TO 3TO 3a... CyllecTBO? — ParHap 3ajan Bonpoc Bpojie Obl
CIIOKOWMHO, HO TIOJT KOHEI MPEJIOKEHHS €r0 ToJI0C COMICs, OyATO UMIEPATOP
HE MOT 1MoA00paTh MOIXO/SIIETO CJIOBA.

— Yenosek, — orBeTH)1 KpraH, mojaBiisis 3apokaaroniyrocs: yiasloky. Ha
CaMOM JI€JI€, OH XOPOIIO MOHUMAaJl CBOEr0 KOPOHOBAHHOTO POACTBEHHUKA. B
MIEpBOE€ MTHOBEHUE, YBUIEB 3€JICHOE JIUIIO, OH M caM MOJAyMaJl, YTO K HUM
MIEPEHECII0 HEUTO CTPAHHOE.

— YenoBek? — HeIOBEpUMBO TNiepecnpocui Parnap. — MHe noka3anocs,
YTO 3TO KaKOW-TO TOOJMMH. Thl yBepeH?

— AbcontotHO, — Kpran kuBHY/. — 3€JIeHb Ha €€ JIMIE 0Ka3aJlaCh BCErO
b Mackou. Korna oHa cMbLia ee, TO sl yBUIEI YEI0BEUYECKOE JIULIO.

— Macka, — TUXO NPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, OTBOMAS 3ayMUYUBBIN B3IVISA/ B
CTOPOHY. — IT0 Xopoio. S yX ObUIO MOAYMal, YTO HaIlld MPEIKH COIUIH C
yma, pa3 paszuenuiu Jjoxe ¢ robauHamu. Ho 3auem HyxHa Oblia 3Ta
Macka? — ParHap cHOBa IMOCMOTpEN Ha CBOEr0 POACTBEHHHUKA. — B nx mupe
TaK MPUHATO?

— Ilpomy, nmpocTuth MeHs, — cuaAluyU Ha cryiie Kpuan mombitancs
CHOBAa TNOKJIIOHUTHCS, HO 3aMETHB B3IVIS[ MMIIEPATOpa, CAEpPHKal CBOE
xenanue. — S He cnpocwi. Korma oHa cMmbUla 3€lI€Hb C JIUIA, I COBCEM
3a0bLT YTOUHUTH 3TOT MOMEHT.

— Bce B nopsiike, — otMaxHyscs Parsap, a morom Ha HEKOTOPOE BpEMs
3amMoJlyall, O 4YeM-To pas3Mmbiiuisas. Kpuan He pemancs mOpepBarh €ro
pa3MmbilUieHUs. MHorue cuuTaroT, 4to ParHapy paHo caauTbCsi Ha TPOH,



BE€/lb OH €lI€ HE JOCTUT TPETHEr0 COBEpUIEHHOETH. BoT Tonbko cam Kpuan
XOpOLIO 3HaJl CBOEro JBOKOPOAHOro Oparta. Parmap c¢ camoro paercrBa
OTJIMYAJICS CBETIBIM yYMOM, CIOKOWCTBHEM M CTOMKOCTBbIO. KpuaH naBHO
OpU3HaJl B 3TOM JpPAaKOHE HMIIepaTopa, MO3TOMY CTapajica B Jt000i
CUTyallud BECTU ce0s yBaXHUTEJIbHO K CBOEMY BiacTUTeno. — UTo xe
CIIyYMJIOCh C KpyroMm? — 3aroBOpuiI CHoBa Parnap.

Kpuan mHaxmypuics.

— Y MeHs He OblIO BpEMEHU BCE MPOBEPUTDH, — MPU3HAJCSA OH. — HyxHO
OBLIIO YCIIOKOUTH JEBYIIIKY.

Nmnieparop Opocuisi Ha HETO MUMOJIETHBINA B3MIsiA. M3-3a momympaka B
KOMHATe, €ro Cepble Ia3a Ka3ajuCh TEMHBIMH, IOYTH YEPHBIMHU, a CaM
B3IVIS 3JI0BELIUM, CIMIIKOM TSDKEIBIM JJII MOJOJOTO JPAaKOHA, KOTOPOMY
HET Ja)ke TPEXCOT JIET.

— CkolbKO TOTpeOyeTcss BPEMEHHU [JIsi TOro, YTOOBI HAIlOJIHHUTH
HAKOIUTENU? — CIIPOCUII UMIIEPATOP.

— Ha »1oT mepeHoc ObLIO MOTpay€HO OOJbIIE THICSYM AKTAHOB, —
OCTOpOKHO OTBeTHII KpuaH, moHMMasi, 4TO MOAOOHBIM OTBET COBEPLIEHHO
TOYHO HE NOHpaBUTCs Parnapy.

N on 61 mpaB. Umneparop yAauBUICSA, a MOTOM €ro JIMIO CTaJio
XMYPBIM U HEJIOBOJIbHBIM.

— CoOepu Bcex MaroB umnepuu. S xody, 4TOObl HAKOMHUTEIU OBLIH
NOJIHBI B caMoe Onmxkaiiiiee Bpems, — Mpukasayn ParHap, crpaBUBIINCH C
Oypeit SMOLHA.

— Mou mmneparop, — Hauan Kpuan BKpaguuBo, — 3Ta J€Ba HEAypHA
co0oi. BbI OBl ..

— 1 yxxe BpiOpan cebe xeHy, — nepedun ero Parnap. CkazaHo 3To ObLIO
TBEPJABIM M HEMOKOJeOMMBbIM TOHOM. KpuaH cpa3y moHs1, 4To nepeyoeauTsb
BJacTUTENs He nonyuutcs. Eciam ParHap m M3MEHHT pelleHHe, TO TOJBKO
CaMOCTOSITEIbHO, HE TIOJ] IABJICHUEM YY>KOTO MHEHUS.

— 51 Bce monsan. Ho xouy npeaynpenutb, 4To BpPSA JU MBI YCIIEEM
HAIOJHUTh HAaKOIUTENIN K HY’KHOMY CPOKY, — CUell Hy>KHbIM cKa3aTb KpuaH,
HaJesICh, UTO JIBOIOPOJHBIN Opar nepeaymaer.

— Ecnu He ycrieere, 3HaUUT, 5 IOEy Ha COBET YETHIPEX B OJIMHOYECTBE.

Kpuan MOMEHTaJIbHO BCKUHYJICA.

— BpI Benp moHuMaeTe, YTO MOJOOHOE HEAOMYCTUMO, — CKa3all OH,
XMYpO IS Ha umneparopa. — Bam Het Tpexcot. TpeTbe coBeplieHHOIETHE
HE JOCTUTHYTO. BaM 00s13aTeNIbHO HABSXKYT pereHTa. S GosbIie ueM yBepeH,



YTO JIPAaKOH 3TOT OyneT M3 HeOecHOM umnepuu. B mocnegHue cronerus
HEOECHbIE JPAKOHBI CIUIIKOM CHJIBHO PBYTCSl K BiacTH. Mol ummeparop,
3TO Oyzet karactpoda!

Parnap cxan ryObl Tak CUIIBHO, UYTO OHH MPEBPATWINCH B TOHKYIO HUTb.
On nonuman tpeBory Kpuana. 3Han, uro HeOecHasi UMIIEpUSI HE YITYCTUT
no/I00HBIN 1manc. Henb3s 10myCcTUuTh, YTOOBI HajJl HUM KTO-TO BCTajl, MHAuUe
obITh Oene. Ho Parnap Bcerma ¢ TpymoM OTKa3bIBaJICS OT TOTO, YTO CUMTAI
CBOUM.

OHn Bcerga xoren BeIOpaTh ceOe JKEHY caMOCTOSTeNbHO. Jlonrue rombl
OH BBIOMpaJ, MPOCMATPUBas C TTOMOIILI0 Maruu MUP, U3 KOTOPOTO KOT/Ia-TO
JNaBHO TpuuUIn ero mnpeaku. CtpoiiHasi, TOHKash OJOHAMHKA, C OOJBIIUMHU
roqyObIMM [JIa3aMd M OYapOBaTEIbHOM YIBIOKOW, TIOKa3ajiach €My
uneanbHoil. OH jgoaroe Bpems HaOmoAand 3a HEW, IMOAMETHUB KPOTKUM
XapakTep, MITKOCTh W HEXKHOCTh. C KaXKIBIM pa3oOM €My BCE CHUIIbHEE
XOTEJIOCh OIIYTUTh MIAJIKOCTh €€ KOXHU U CIaJ0CTh MITKUX ry0. IMeHHo
MOATOMY OH HE ObUI TOTOB BOT TaK Pe3KO 3a0bITh O HEW M Ha3BaTh JKEHOU
MIEPBYIO MOMABIIYIOCS AEBY. ITO TPOCTO HEMBICIUMO.

— W1 Bce-Taku cTOUT NonpoOoBaTh, — HacTosu1 Paruap.

Boo06iiie, oH BrojiHe MOT KEHUTHCS Ha 3TOM JIeBE, MPU3HATH €€ )KEHOM!,
a BBIOpAHHYIO JICBYIIKY TIO3KE CJeJaTh JIIOOOBHUIIEH. Y  BOJHOTO
UMIIeparopa, HalpuMmep, LENbld rapeM, U Hu4Yero. BOT Tonbko camomy
Parnapy nperusno momo6Hoe moBefeHue. Ero oTery mpoxXuia BCIO KHU3HB C
OJTHOM €JWHCTBEHHOM XeHIInHOM. M Parnap cuuran, 4T0 UMEHHO TaKuM M
JIOJKEH OBITh Opak MEXIy APaKOHAMH.

— KoneuHo, s cienaro Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOObI HAITOJIHUTh HAKOMUTENH
KaK MOXKHO CKopee, — 3aBepul ero KpuaH, ckpbiBas TsDKEIbIN B310X. PaOoThI
npeacrosiiio MHOro. OH COMHEBAICS, YTO B ONMKAWIIMNA MECAL CMOXKET
yBUJIETH HEDO.

— U1 nocrapaiicst y3HaTh, 4TO COMJIO KPYT, U TIOYEMY €T0 JIyd MpOoJIeTel
MHMO BBIOPDAHHOTO MHpPA, YCTPEMUBIIHUCH CTOJb Jalleko, — JA00aBHII
UMIIEPATOP 3aTyMUHUBO.

— 4 y3naro...

B sror camblii MOMEHT BEChb 3aMOK COApOTHyJcs. Kpuan BMecTe C
MMIIEPATOPOM B OJIMH MUT OKa3aJuch HAa Horax. C MOToJIKa Ha CTOJI ymajio
HECKOJIBKO  OTKOJOBIIMMCA KaMmHEed. CIycTs HECATOK CEKyHI Bce
YCIIOKOWJIOCh.



— OTO TOe-TO BHU3Y, — TPEBOXKHO mpouszHec KpuaH, ycTpemusace k
nsepu. Mmrieparop nociemoBai 3a HUM. — MOW UMIIEpaTop, HE BBIXOAUTE W3
KOMHATHI. S MPUILITIO €I CTPAKEN.

— S moliay ¢ TOOOU, — HENPEKIOHHBIM TOJOCOM Mpou3Hec Parnap,
pBIBKOM pacnaxuBas ABepb. CTpaxk, OXpaHSIOIIUE €ro MOKOW, CTOSUIH
HaIpsSKEHHBIMU, OroJiMB Opyx)ue. OHU CMOTpPENU MO CTOPOHAM, TOTOBBIE B
110001 MOMEHT OTpa3uTh YHap, HANpaBIICHHBbIA Ha MpaBuTess. Braneke
CJBIIIAJICS] TOIOT U YbH-TO BCTPEBOXKEHHBIE TOI0CA.

Briiiass B KOpMIOp, UMIIEPATOp MIMPOKUM IIArOM OTHIPABUIICA IO
KOpUAOPY K JIECTHHIE, BeAymedl BHU3. CTpaXHUKH, 3aMETHUB 3TO,
MOMEHTAJIBHO B3SJIM €r0 B KOPOOKY, OAMTEIBLHO MOIVISAbIBAs MPU STOM IO
cropoHaMm. KpuaH mien psaom, Jep:ka B PyKE CryCTOK IYJIbCUPYIOUIEH
Maruu. OH TOTOB ObLI B JH0001 MOMEHT OTpa3UTh HaNaJEHUE U 3AIIUTHUTH
CBOETO BIACTUTEIIA.

Uem fanplie OHU ILIM, TEM OOJbIIE UM IONAaJaloCh BCTPEBOKEHHBIX
JOAEH, KOTOPBIX TMPOU3OINIECANIEE BBIACPHYJIO H3 mnoctened. OxpanHa
UMIIEparopa IMOCTENEHHO YBEIWYMBAIACH. 3alUTHUKOB y ParHapa
CTaHOBUJIOCH Bce Oombiie. M 310 HeymuBuTenbHO. [Ipu upe3BbIYaHBIX
CUTyallMsIX B IEPBYIO OUEpPEIb BCE CTPAXKHUKU HAIPABIUINCh HA OXpaHy
umrneparopa. M yke nocsue 3Toro BbICHSIOCH, YTO K€ MPOU30IILIO.

— Bame unmneparopckoe BEIMYECTBO! — TPOMKO KPUKHYJ YEIOBEK,
Oerymuii HaBCTpedy BHYIIUTEIBHOU MPOIECCHH, CITyCKAIOIICHCS BCE HUKE
Y HUKE.

CTpaxk MrHOBEHHO OILIECTUHUIUCH OpPYXXHUEM, HAMpPABICHHBIM Ha
YeJIOBEKa, OTYEro TOMY MPHUIUIOCH CHEHIHO MPUTOPMAXUBaTh, YTOOBI
n30eXaTh CMEPTH.

OTONBHHYB CTOSILLIETO BIEPEIU CTpaka (MyXYMHA CIBUHYJCS KpalHe
HEOXOTHO), UMIIEpATOp MOMIISIIEI Ha 3albIXaBIIETOCs YeI0OBeKa.

— KT0 TBI 1 4TO XOUelb MHE cKa3aTh? — cripocuia Parnap.

— Moii umneparop, — BMemaics B pasropop Kpuan. — Oto [dunuac —
OJIMH U3 MOUX YYEHHUKOB, — MOSACHUJ OH. ParHap KuBHYJ, laBasi MOHSATh, YTO
yCIIbIIIAIL.

Jlunuac TOHSIB, 4YTO TMOBEN ceOsg Tepen HUMIeparopoM KpaiHe
HEMOYTUTENBHO, TYT K€ COTHYJICS IMOIOJIaM, MPUKIIabIBasl JaJ0Hb K IPaBOM
CTOPOHE TPYIH.

— Ilpomy mpoilieHUe, Ballle UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIUYECTBO, — MPOU3HEC
OH, BBIIPSAMIISIACH. [Ipr 3TOM Ja70Hb OT TPYJAU TaK U HE OTHSIL. — S criemmi



COOOUIUTH BaM, YTO MPOU30LIEN B3PBIB B 3aJI€ C KPYTOM.

Kpuan nopaxxenno 3acteul. BopoueM, He oH onuH. ParHap u BoBce B
IIEpBOE MTHOBEHUE IOAyMaJl, UTO OcJbllaincsa. Hekoropoe Bpems Ciiycrts, OH
CKaJl HENOBOJIBHO KYyJIaku M Haxmypwics. Jluimmac, momymaB, 4TO T'HEB
IPABUTEIIS] HAIIPABJIEH HA HETO, OTIIATHYJICS.

Huyero He ckaszaB, umrieparop IABUHYJICS Jajblle, >KEJas Yy3Harb,
HACKOJIBKO Pa3pyLIUTEIBHBIM OKa3aJICs B3pbIB. XOTA, OH U TaK YK€ 3HAJ, 4TO
HUYEro xoporiero He yBuaut. Cuia B3pbiBa ObLTa CTOJIb CHUJIbHA, YTO OHHU
OILIYTUJIM €€ HAa BEPXHUX ATAXKAX 3aMKa.

Korma onu criyctunuch 10 3ana, TO Xy[ALIWE MPEANoyioxkeHuss Parnapa
MOJIHOCTHIO OMNPABAAINCH — MOPTAJIbHBIA KPYT OBbUI MOJHOCTHIO pa3pylleH.
He ObUI0 HUKAKMX COMHEHUH B TOM, YTO CJIEJIAHO 3TO CIELHAIIBHO.

— CHauvana cOoil B KoOpAHMHArax, TENEpb IOJHOE pa3pylIeHHe, —
MIPOM3HEC TUXO HMMIIEPATOp. 3AJNIOKUB PYKH 3a CIUHY, OH IPOLIEICA IO
KOMHare, He 00palllasi HIKAaKOTO BHUMAHUS HA BUTAIOUIYIO B BO3/1yX€ MbLIb.

— KT0-TO 04eHb HE XOYeT, YTOOBI Thl, TBOE UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIMUECTBO,
o03aBeJcs xeHoi! — mporpoxorai oT Bxoja rojoc. Cpasy nociue 3Toi Gppassl
MY>KYMHA 3aCMESUICS, CJIOBHO ITPOMU3HEC YTO-TO OUCTUHE CMEIITHOE.

— Apoac, — npousHec Parnap u moBepHyscs K BXOAy, HaOmro/nasi, Kak B
3aJ1 Pa3MallMCTON W YBEPEHHOW NPOXOAKOW BXOIAWUT BBICOKHM W MOIIHBIN
JPaKkoH. — Thl OUEHBb BOBPEMSI.

— S Bcerma BoOBpeMs, — BbIIAN ApdC M, NOAOWAS K HUMIEpaTopy
BIUIOTHYIO, MO-IPYAKECKH XJIOMHYJI €T0 MO TIJIEYYy.

Panom crosimuii Kpuan TyT ke 3ammnen Ha Apica paccepKeHHO, HO
HAaUaJIbHUK HWMIIEPAaTOPCKUX CTpaked He oOpaTuia Ha 3TO HUKAKOIO
BHUMAaHHS.



[1aBa 2

B3apornyB, s NOJICKOYMJIa Ha KpOBAaTH, COHHO OIVISJBIBAsChH I10
ctopoHaM. Hy u con mue npucHuics. Hukorna Obl He mogymMalia, YTo y MEHs
Takoe Ooraroe BooOpaxkenue. Het, Hy Hamo ke, >keHa umnepartopa! He
c1a00 3aMaxHyJaCh.

XMBIKHYB, MOPTHYJIa HECKOJIBKO pa3 M HaXMypuiacsk. I e ato 5?

OOcTaHOBKa Ka3zallach COBEpIIEHHO He3Hakomou. K Ttomy ke, B
TEMHOTE TOJKOM HE Pa3NIAAUIIb YTO K 4yeMy. OTKHHYB OZEsUIO, OIyCTHJIA
HOTH C KPOBATH, IPUHUMASCh IIAPUTH B IIOMCKaxX Tanoyek. /{a roe onun?

3aMHTEpPECOBABIIUCh YEM-TO TEMHEIOMIMM COOKY, MPOTSAHYyJa PyKy U
Hallynajga Kakyro-To TpAnky. Pe3ko ormycTuna ee, CIoBHO OOOXKIJIach, a
IIOTOM BCE-TAKH BCTAJIA.

BunHo, KOHEUHO, IJI0X0, HO 3TOTO BIIOJIHE JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI MOHATH
— 51 He noma. Heyxenu e con? J[a ObITh TOr0 HE MOXKET!

Bckope MHe npunuiocs yoenutbcs, 4To s He ciutto. [IpaBna, He Bepuia
s 10 nocienHero. /1o Tex mop, moka He 3aXIia CBEYH U HE OCMOTPENACh.

OTbICKaB Ha CTOJNIMKE pacyecKy, npuuecanack. M 3auem? Houb Benb Ha
nsope. Bece paBHo ganbiie cnars Oyny. Mnu ve Oyny? Ipucinymanacs k ceOe.
Cratph He XOTeNoCh, a BOT II0ECTh Yero-HUOyb 51 Obl HU OTKa3anack. CI0BHO
TOJIBKO 3TOTO0 W JOXKHIAACh, XKUBOT XKaJIOOHO 3aBOpyYal, MPEayNpexaas
MEHs, YTO €I1l€ HEMHOTO, U OH BIUIOTHYIO 3aMETCS TIO3BOHOYHUKOM.

[Tomonias k OKHY, paclaxHyJ/ia IITOPY U BBIVISAHYJIA Ha yiaully. Hukakon
JyHBI HE 3aMETHJIA, TOJIBKO MUAJUTMOHBI 3B€3/1. OHM CHUSJIM TaK SIPKO, YTO BECH
MUp TMOKPBIBAIA CEPEOPUCTHIM MUCTUYECKUM CBETOM. J[OBOJIBHO KpacuBoO.
U cyns no Bcemy, 10 yTpa eie gajieko. M yto Mmens pazOyauno? Ecnu Obl He
3TO, TO Sl MPOCIAJIa O CAMOT'0 PACCBETA.

3eBHYB, MNOTAHYJIACh M 3aayMajiack. [OJIOOHON s TOYHO HE YCHY.
BcnoMHMITa, Kakux pa3MepoB 3TO MECTO U HAa CEKyHAY NMpUyHbLIAa. Bripouewm,
BCKOpE 5 B300OApUIIACH.

I'onoaHbIM TOKOPSAIOTCS MOPs!

Wnm Tam kak-To mo-npyroMmy Obuto ckazaHo? He Tak yx U BaKHO.

[lomsineB Ha cedd, pemmia, 4YTo OpPOAUTH MO HE3HAKOMOMY 3aMKy B
OaHHOM Xajare, KOTOPBIU sl TaK U HE CHsUIa — He Jeno. Bpsn n, KoHeuHo, 5
Ha KOro-HUOyJb HAaTKHYCh, HO BC€ PAaBHO Kak-TO CThIIHO. Jla u ¢ GockiMu
HOTAMH I10 KaMHIO HE MOXOAWIIb. XOTsA, KTO UX TYT 3HAET, MOXKET OHH IIO



HOuaM He chsT. Bpone Obl emie HeIaBHO U3 KOPHUAOpa JOHOCHIICS KaKOM-TO
myMm. Mnu MHEe nokazanocs?

OTMEHUTHh CBOE pEIICHHWE MHE HE Jajl CHOBAa 3aypyaBIIUN KHABOT.
HeynuBurenbHo, 4To 51 ecTh xouy. Ena B 00en, Aa elie U CTpecc TYyT TaKOM.
CpouHO HaJ0 BCE ATO 33a€CTh YEM-HUOY/Ib BKYCHEHBKHUM U XKHU3Hb Spye U
nobpee nmokaxercs. [1aBHOE, OTHICKATh KYXHIO.

Beuepom, mocne yxoma ®Pupa, s uccinegoBasia komHarbl. KoHeuHo,
rapyiepobHast He octanack 6e3 BHUMaHus. Korga s paccmarpuBasia BUCSIIUE
IJIaThs, TO HEBOJILHO MOJyMaja, 4To Momaja B KOCTIOMEpPHYIO Tearpa WU
Kakoro-to (¢oaute3n ¢uiabma. KpacuBo, KOHEYHO, HO pa3Be TaKO€ MOXKHO
HOCHUTH B MOBCEAHEBHOM XM3HU? TKaHU MPOCTO YMOIOMpPAYUTEILHBIC.

Hackonbko g moHsina, Hapsapl TYT COCTOSUIA U3 HECKOJIBKHUX CJIOEB.
BHu3 HageBanoCce IMHHOE ONHOTOHHOE IUIAThE M3 KAKOTO-TO MSTKOTO
matepuana. Yro-to Bpone xiomnka. [loBepx Hero miarbe u3 Oosee MIOTHOM
TKaHU, PACIIMTOE KpPYKEBaMHU, KaMellKaMu WM BbIIIUBKOM. 1 B KOHIE
HaKUJbIBAJIOCh HEUYTO TOHKOE M BO3IYIIHOE C IIUPOKUMHU PYKaBAMH, Kpau
KOTOPBIX IIOYTH JOCTHUrall mojla. Bce 3TO0 moAmoschIBajIOCh IIMPOKUM
MOSICOM, TTOIYEPKUBAIOIIAM TaIUIO.

3aKkOHYMB C OJCXKIOM, Morisjaena Ha cebds B 3epkano. Hanmeroch, s
HUYero He mepemnyrtaia. OTHICKaB Ha CTOJIMKE 3aKOJIKYy, coOpajia BOJIOCHI B
caMylo MPOCTEUITyI0 TPUYEeCKy. B3MaxHyB pykamu, mojito00Bajiach Ha TO,
KaK JJIMHHbIC BO3YIIHBbIE pyKaBa KpacuBO BiieTatoT. CIOBHO KpbUIbS, B
CaMOM JIeJIe.

HarganyB Ha HOTH BBIIIUTHIE 30JI0TUCTHIMU HUTSMH TKAaHEBBIEC CAIlOXKKU,
OCTaJIaCh MOJIHOCTBIO TOBOJIBHOM.

IlogxBaTuB MOACBEYHMK, NOAOLIIA K JBEPU M B3sUIACH 3a PYUKY.
Haneroch, MeHsL TyT HE 3akppuid? JIBEph JIETKO IMOANANACH, & S B AYIIE
BO3JIMKOBaja. [Ipocro otnnyHO!

Brimsinyna ocropoxxHo Hapyxy. Hukoro? Bot u ominaHo.

Briiins B Kopuaop, 3akpbuia ABEpPh 3a CO00M M B 3aJlyMYUMBOCTU
norsiaena mno cropoHaMm. M B kakyro cropoHy uartu? Bpaneke 4To-TO
rpoMmbixHyna. B3npornyna, noexusmuck. Hy n xyts! Kak B TakoMm mecte
MOXHO XUTh? Y HUX TYT, CIIy4allHO, TPUBEICHUN HE BOJUTCS?

TpsixHyB T0JIOBOM, BRIOpOCHIIA TIIYIIOCTU U3 TOJNOBBL. Kakue, B camoM
nene, npusenenus! He o Tom gymato.

Wrak, 3amaqa HOMep OJIMH — BBIOpATh MIPaBUIILHO HAIIpaBJICHUE.



C kakout ctopoHbl npunu Mbl ¢ Pupom? Kaxercs, ¢ neBoil. Hukakoi
KyXHHU M0 MyTH 5 HE 3ameTuia. [la u He maxio Hurnae enou. A Bellb OT KyXHHU
No-T000MY JOJDKHO MAaXHYTh BKycHO. K ToMy e, ciemys JIOTMKE, Takoe
HE00X0MMOE MECTO JIOJKHO pacrioyiaraTbCsi MO0 Ha NMEPBOM 3Taxe, JIMOo
HeMHOro Huxke. HaBepxy ee TOyHO ObITh HE MOXKET. A pa3 Tak, 3HAYUT,
CIIyCKAeMCsl BHU3.

KuBHyB cama cebe, pelIMTeNbHO OTHOpaBWIACh HampaBo. Msrkue
CaIlOKKM M TOJICTAast JOPOKKA HA I10J1y ITOJIHOCTBIO CKpaAblBajayd MOHU IIATH.
OTO M paioBajio MEHS U oropyaino. PagoBaio moToMy, 4to Tak MEHS HUKTO
HE YCJBIIUT. A Orop4aio no TOW MPOCTOU NPUYUHE, YTO B TAKOM CIIydae U
HUKOTO HE YCJIBIITY.

ChoycTuBIIMCh Ha Mapy STak€d BHU3, S BHE3AHO MOBCTpEYanach C
moabmu. CHayana XoTejla HEMEJIEHHO KyJa-HUOYyllb CIIPATATHCS, HO MTOTOM
nepeaymana. PacnpaBuB 1miedd, BCKHMHYJa MOAOOPOJOK M cejana Iiar
MeHee HMMPOKUM. M3-3a IIMHHOW FOOKM JOJIKHO CO3/aThCsl BIIEYATIICHUE,
OyATO 51 HE WY, a ILJIBIBY.

Tak, Tak, yTo TyT y Hac? Hero 3T0 OHH BCE TAKHWE BCTPEBOXKECHHBIC?
Toponsares Kyna-to, rangdar. Kto Bce 3Ty oAy, s MOHATUS HE MMea, HO
€CJIM CYIUTh 0 OJIeXk €, TO OOJIBIIMHCTBO CIIYTH UM KTO-TO B 3TOM pO/IE.

3aMETUB MEHsI, HEKOTOPbIE PUHUMAJIUCh KIIAHATHCS, NPaBAd, WHOIIA
Ha UX JUIAX MOXXHO OBLUIO 3aMETUTh HEYBEPEHHOCTh U COMHEHHE, a elle
apkuii uHTepec. bomee Oorato opeTbie JIOAM, CKOJB3UIM TIO MHE
HEJIOYMEHHBIMU B3IVISIAMMU.

— IIpekpacHast HOUb, BaM Tak HE KAKETCA? — MPOU3HECIA 1, CMOTPS Ha
KEHIIUHY, KOTOpasi O0JBHO y>K MPUCTAILHO B MEHS BIVISAbIBAIACH, IPOXOJs
MHMO.

— Houb u B camoM fene npekpacHa, — IBHO Ha aBTOMAaTe OTBETHJIA OHA,
a II0TOM, IIOAXBAaTHB JIEBOW PYKOW MOMOJ BO3AYLIHOM HAKHUJKH, CJIETKA
IIpUCeIIa, HAKIIOHUB T'OJIOBY HEMHOT'O BIIEPE] U BIIPABO.

S nerko ynbIOHYJach W OT3€pKajuia JBUXKEHUE, MPOIUIBIB fAajbiine. U
4ero OHM BCce B Kopuaope Tonnsarcs? Hous Ha qBope, BceM criath nopal

Cnycrs HEkoTOpoe€ BpeMs S MHMHOBaJIA OMNACHBIM ITPOMEXKYTOK.
CryCTUBIIMCH MO JIECTHHUIIE €Ille HUXKe, OKazajach B OOJBIIOM 3ajie C
HECKOJIbKMMM  JBepsAMHU. IlocTosB HeMHOro, Imojaouma K  IIEpBOW.
[ToranyBIIMCH K pydYKe, €/1Ba HE BCKPUKHYJA, KOrnIa JIBEpPh caMa Mo cebe
OTKphUIACH. BepHee, ee OTKPhUIN C APYTOl CTOPOHBI.



IlepeBens npixaHue, TyT K€ OTOLLIA B CTOPOHY, MPOITYCKasl YEJIOBEKA.
WNnn npakona. KTo ux Tyt nommer.

MyxunHa gaBHO Toponuica. OH MEIbKOM IVISSHYJI Ha MEHs, a MOTOM
nocremua ganeiie. S BbIOXHYJAa OOJErdeHHo, W coOupanach yxke
MPOCKOJIB3HYTh B JIBEPb, KaK ON[YyTWJIA, YTO MOW JIOKOTh CXBAaTHIJIH.
B3apornys, noBepHyJach, BCKUABIBAS TOJIOBY.

— YT0-TO CIIy4USIOCh? — CIPOCHIIA 5.

UenoBek, OKMHYJ MEHS CTPAHHBIM B3MISIAOM. MHE MOKa3aloCh, UTO OH
4eM-TO CHUJIBHO HeOBOJIEH. OCOOEHHO ATO CTaJI0 3aMETHO, KOTJla OH IVISHYJI
Ha MOE JIUIIO.

— WneM co MHOM, — IPOU3HEC OH NMPUITHBIM TOJIOCOM M IMOTAIIWII 3a
coOoH.

— D! — BO3MYyTHJIACh $I, MONBITABIIUCH BBITALIUTh JIOKOTh U3 XBATKH.
Kyna Ttam, Tonpko 6osbHO cede caenana. [lomopumBinch, NpuIlypuIach. —
Kyna Bbl Menst Tamute? 1 cobupanach nepeKkycuTh 4dero-HuOyab. MoxeT
ObITh, BBl 3HAETE JOPOry 10 KyXHU? S TyT COBCEM HEAABHO, a 3aMOK TaKOM
oonbiioit. [louemy Houbto? BeyepoM MHE HE3IOPOBUIOCH, MOATOMY S
MPONYCTUJIA y>KUH, BOT U... — sI PE3KO 3aMoi4aia, mapy pa3 HEJOYMEHHO
MOpruys. — M? M?! M-m-m-m!!!

Urto 310 Takoe? Ilouemy s HUYEro He MOTy cKa3arh? Takoe OlLIyILICHHE.
Bynro mHe ryOs! cxiersin! DTa Marus MHE yKe He HpaBHUTCSI.

UTo-TO MHE MOJCKA3bIBAET, YTO XOPOIIUM U JTOOPHIA YEIOBEK JeiaTh
HEYTO TMOJ00HOE C JIEBYIIKOM, KOTOPYIO BCTPETHJI BIEPBBIC, HE CTaHET. A
3HAUUT, MHE HE IOBE3JI0 HATKHYTHCS Ha HEXOpoIllero yeiaoBeka. KTo 3to,
B0oOOIIE, Takoi?! U yTo emy OT MeHs Hai0?

Tenepp s1 crana BbIPBIBATHCS €lI€ akTUBHee. I y MEHs naxke mouTu
MOJIYYHJIOCh BBIPBAaTh CBOM JIOKOTh M3 3aXBaTa. BOT TOJIBKO B TOT K€ MOMEHT
My>KUMHa 00EpHYJICA U MYIPEHO BCKUHYI pykoil. 3 ero nagoHu copsanach
OTHEHHAas BEPEBKAa, YCTPEMUBINASCA B MOI CTOPOHY. S oOTmIarHynace,
NBITasICh U30€KATh CTOJIKHOBEHUSI.

Omna xe roput! OH MEHS CHTAJINTH perna?!

3aMaxHyBIIKCh, 3allyCTUJIa B YEJIIOBEKA MOJCBEYHHK, COBEPIICHHO HE
3a00TCh, YTO MOTY €ro nmopaHuth. M mocie 3Toro pe3ko pasBepHyiach U
nomMyayiiach mpoub. Jlameko yOexxkaTb MHE, KOHEYHO ke, He jnanu. 4Yrto
1ojielaTh, 1 He cupuHTep. He ycnena g caenars v nsITH aros, Kak Ta caMmasi
BEepeBKa OOBMIIA MEHS, CBS3BIBAS IO pyKaM. A HUCITyTaHHO 3aJIeprajiach.

Orons! 4 centuac cropro Beap!



WNnu... vetr?

3amepeB, ¢ COMHEHUEM IVISIHYJIA HA CUSAIOLIME B TEMHOTE BepeBKU. OHU
COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO BBINJISJIENN TaK, OY/ITO TOPENH, HO MPU 3TOM OJIekKIa U
HE JlyMaJjla BCIIbIXUBATh.

He ycnena s kak cienyeT Bce 00/lymaTh, Kak MEHS JIEPHYJIU, 3aCTaBIIsS
UITU cIaeqoM. 'HEBHO B3INIIHYB B CIIMHY MY>KYMHBI, KOTOPBIN J€pKaJl OAUH
KOHEI] BEPEBKH, MOOOEIIaIa €My MBICJIEHHO OTOMCTHUTH 33 BCE XOpOIIIee.

Koneuno, mokopHo uaru s He coOupanachk. bpeikanack, ynupanach u
NUHaNack. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YEJIOBEKY SIBHO HAA0€JI0. 3aKMHYB MEHSI Ha
€40, OH TOPOIUIMBO TMOIIeN aajbiine. S dyBCcTBOBaja cebOs MEIIKOM C
Kaprouikoil. Kpome Toro, MeHsi BeChbMa BOJIHOBAJIO Oyayliiee.

U 3auem s emy cnanachk? MoxeT ObITh, OH MEHS ¢ KeM-To nepenyTai? B
caMoOM JieJie, 1 B 3TOM MUPE HECKOJBKO YacOB, KOMY Sl MOIJIA MIOHAI00UThCA.
Bpone BparoB HaxuTh He ycnena. PasroBapuBana Toapko ¢ Pupom.
Paccranuch Mbl ¢ HUM BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIBHO.

KuBot xal00HO KBakHyJ, HarloMHHasi O cebe. YHMHCh, HE 10 Tebs
cenyac.

Cyns 1o Bcemy, Mbl CITyCKaJIMCh HA HUXKHUE 3TaXH. MOXET ObITh, MBI U
Ha KYXHIO 3amisiHeM? Bpsna mu Takoe BO3MOXKHO.

HapepHoe, MHE CTOMIJIO OBl UCITYTaThCsl 32 CBOIO JKU3Hb, HO MOYEMY-TO
00 3TOM s B ’TOT MOMEHT COBEpIIIEHHO He JayMara. CIUIIKOM CTPAIIHO ObLIO
MPEACTABIISITh OJIUH U3 CaMbIX XYAIIUX CIIEHAPUEB.

IToka s pasmblnuisia O CBOEW JalbHEIeld (BO3MOXHO, HE caMou
3aBUJIHOM) Cyab0€, Mbl CHOYCTUJIUCH elle Huke. [[ocTeneHHO KOopuaopbl
CTaHOBWJIMCh Bce MpauHee. Kyna 3ToT ynbIpp MEHs Talur?

CnycTs HEKOTOpOo€E BpeMs S MOHsIA, Kyaa UMEHHO. Cyzisl 10 pelieTKaM,
Ha JIBEPSIX Mbl OKa3aJINCh B MECTHOU TrOppMe. M 3auem Mens cropa? A emie
HUKAaKUX 3aKOHOB HE Hapyluia?

YenoBeka 3TO BpAa Ju BOAHOBaJNO. OH MPOCTO yTalluid MEHA B
JAJIBHIO KaMepy M CKUHYJ Ha TOHKYIO IIMHOBKY. BepeBky oH yOpai, a BOT
3aKJIMHAHUE CO PTa HE CHSIL

BckounB, 1 HEMEIJIEHHO KMHYJACh K TSKEIOM Jake Ha BUJ JBepu. B
TOT K€ MOMEHT MOCJIBIIIAJCA MIEIYOK 3aKpbhIBAEMOro 3aMkKa. JlepHyB JIBEpb
napy pas, s CTyKHyJa o Hel KynakoMm. Hu k uemy 3To He npuBeno. S TOIbKO
pyKy yiu6ia. 3ammneB paccep>kKeHHO, MpUkKaja pyKy K TPy U B3JOXHYJIA.

Bort u npunuisuiu!



[ToexuBinch, omsaaenaach no croponaM. Hudero nogoOHoOro co MHOM
HUKOTZA HE CIy4aJloCh, TaK YTO €CTECTBEHHO, YpPOBEHb CTpecca
3amikanuBaid. MeHst OyKBallbHO TpsICIO OT mpoucxondiiero. JKuBor
CKPYTWJIO CHa3sMOM, OTYEro s COTHYJIACh IIOIOJaM, 3aKpbiBas Iva3a |
cTapasich JbIarh r1yoxke. [010Ba KpyKUII0Ch, a IEpe/1 I1a3aMu BCE IUIBLIO.
Heyxenu s ceituac norepsito co3HaHus ot crpaxa? Jla He noxaerecs!

Pe3ko BBITIPSMUBIINCH, MOKajia TYObl MU THEBHO IJISIHYJIa Ha JIBEPb.
Hukakoro ocBenieHus 371ech He ObLIO, €CITM HE CUUTAaTh CBETA, UAYIIETO U3
KOpHUJIOpa uepe3 HEOOBIIIOE OKOIITKO Ha JIBEPH.

UtoObl oOTBIIEYL Cce0S OT AYPHBIX MBICIEH M HEMHOTO YIOKOUTH
B30YHTOBABIINICS HA HEPBHOMW MOYBE OPTaHU3M, 51 MIPUHSIIACH OCMATPUBATh
HOBBIE alapTaMeHThl Oojiee BHUMATENbHO. (CBETa KATETOPUYECKU HE
XBaTajao, HO AK€ Tak sl cMoIvia pa3o0parh, 4TO OOCTAHOBKA 37€Ch KpalHe
CKyJIHA.

Cama kamepa mpeJcTaBiisiia cOOOM KaMEHHBI MENIOK MPUMEPHO JBa
Ha Tpu. C OJHOM CTOPOHBI HA MOJTY JIEkKAJl TOHKUU CIIOW COJIOMBI U IIMHOBKA.
Ha crene Haj cnajibHBIM MECTOM MOXHO OBLUIO YBUJIETh BOUTYIO IIEIlb,
KOHEL| KOTOPOM 3aKaHYMBAJICS KEJIE3HbIM OLIEHHUKOM. Hanporus nocrenu
pacrionaranach Japipa B moay. Jlymaro, He CTOUT OOBSCHSTH, JJISI 4YEro
MMEHHO HY>XEH MOJ00HBIN JIEMEHT UHTEPhEPA.

[Tpuntoxanacs. CTpaHHO, HO HUYEM OTBPATUTEIbHBIM HE MaXJO, €CIU
TOJIBKO CBIPOCTBIO, IUIECEHBKD M BETXOCThIO. HaBepHoe, B 3TOM Kamepe
JTABHO y>KE€ HUKOTO HE JIEPIKAIIH.

[ToronraBmMCh HEMHOrO Ha MECTE, MOJOILLIA K LIMHOBKE W MpHUCENa
OKOJIO Hee. [IpoTsiHyB pyKy, aKKypaTHO IoTporajia npeajioKeHHOE CIIAIbHOE
Mecto. JloBOIBbHO xecTko. Bmpouem, HeynuBuTENbHO. Bpsaxg mm
3aKJIIOYEHHBIM  CTajdud Obl  MOPEJOCTaBIATbH  KOMQOPTHBIE  YCIOBHS
MIPO’KUBAHMS.

Haneroch, TyT HET HUKAKUX 3E€MIISIHBIX OJOX WM €Ille YEro-TO BpOJie
storo. [logoGpaB nox cedsi 100KH, OCTOPOKHO Cela, MPU ATOM OTOABHUHYB
JKEJIe3HBIN OIlIeWHUK mojaieine. [locuaena MUHYT MATh, IS Ha CIabo
OCBELIEHHOE 3apPEUICYEHHOE OKHO.

Mpbicnu B Toji0B€ TpOMO3AMWINCH. CXJIBIHYBIIUKM aIpEHANIMH TIPUHEC C
co0oii ycranocts. U uto nanbuie? [louemy MeHs KMHYNIH 0€3 JUIITHUX CJIOB
B 3T0 MecTo? Heyxkenu umneparopy HACTOJIBKO HE MOHPABWICS MOU
BHELIHUM BUJ IIPU MEPBOM BCTPEUYH, UYTO OH PELIMJ 3aTOYUTh MEHS B 3TO
MECTE OT rpexa nogajbiie?



WNnu s10 neno pyk @upa? A 4To, OH BIOJHE MOT TaK OCTYNUTh, YTOOBI
cioMuTh MeHs. Hamyrare, 4ToOBI 51 cTana Oojiee CrOBOPYMBOM M Jaxke HE
JlyMaJia OTKa3bIBaTbCS OT CTOJIb BEJIUKOW YECTH.

Bonbie Hukakux uzaeit y menst He 0bu10. Kpome onnoit. Cynist o Bcemy,
IIOpTaJl HEMHOIO ITpoMaxHyycs. HacKonbKo s 3HAK0, HUYEro HE CIy4yaercs
MpPOCTO Tak. 3a 3TUM MPOMAxOB SIBHO KTO-TO crosul. [lomoOHoe Mmoker
MPOM30MTH TIO0 HECKOJIBKUM NPUYMHAM: XaJlaTHOCTb, HEONBITHOCTD,
L[€JICHANPABICHHOE HAMEPEHHUE.

OTOpocuM TMOKa XaJlaTHOCTh U HEOIBITHOCTb, OCTaBUB TOJBKO
HamepeHue. HacTpoiiku noprana (WId Kak TaMm 3TO y HUX TyT Ha3bIBaeTcs?)
MOIJIM COUTH CIIEMATIBHO. 3JIOYMBIIICHHUK BIIOJIHE MOT PACCYUTHIBATh, UYTO
IIOPTaJl CTPEJIBHET BIIYCTYI0, PACTPATUB 3Ty UX SHEPTUIO MOJHOCTHIO. BOT
TOJIBKO MOSIBUJIACH 1. VI MEHsI pelniuy ObICTPO YCTPAHUTD.

ITouemy He yomnu? Krto ero 3Haer. Y HUX BeAb TYT €CTh Marus. Maio
JIY, MO’KHO OTCJIEIUTh CJie]l YOMIIbI C TOMOILBIO HEE UIIU eIle YTO-HUOYIb B
9TOM pOZE.

N xopomo, uto He yousiu. Bbixona HET TONBKO B OJJHOM Clydae — €cliv
TBI MEPTB. B 0CTanpbHOM HE BCE TaK OJHO3HAYHO.

OrnepeBiIMCh COIUHON O CTEHY, MOATSIHYJIa K cebe HOrM U oOXBaruia
KOJIEHU PYKaMH.

Jlaxxe He 3HaKO, HAa 4TO HajJesaThCs. HaBepHoe, TOJIBKO Ha TO, 4TO 5 BCE-
TaKW HY’KHA 3TUM JpakoHaMm. B MpOTHBHOM Ciy4yae HUKTO MCKaTb MEHS HE
Oynet. Panpmie yrpa TouHo He xBarsATcs. [IpokisTtue, s ¢ TOIOMYy YMpY
obicTpee. UTO-TO TIO/ICKA3BIBALT, UTO YEJIOBEK, 3aAMMMXHYBIIUA MEHS CIO/Ia, HE
CTaHET yTPYXAaTh c€0I MOUMH HYKIaMU.

IIpukppiB  [mIa3a, MONBITAIACHK  BCOOMHUTH  JIMIO  YEJIOBEKAa,
npuTammBIero MeHs crona. Haxmypunace. [louemy-To B TOJOBE BCILIBIBAI
KaKOM-TO CJIMILIKOM YK pacIulbiBUaThiii 00pa3. MHe 0T4ero-to ka3anoch, 4To
s €r0 OTYETIMBO paccMoTpelia. MoxKeT ObITh, PU BCTPEUE y3HAIO?

MuHyTBHl CMEHSJIMCh MHUHYTaMH. B moaszemense crosiia TUIIMHA,
paz0aBiisiemasi CTYKOM Karlelib TJie-To BAaseke. Sl Hadan 3aipeMbIBaTh, KOrja
yCIbllIalia JErkKui Wopox. BeTpenenyBImnch, MOBEPHYIIA TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY
neepu. Co cHa MpHUHSUIA ATOT IIYM 3a IIaru cHapyxu. Iloutu cpazy mou
IPEIIONIOKEHNS Pa30MINCh BAPEOE3TH.

[ITopox miesn U3 AbIPHI B MOJTY.

Korma s 310 moHsna, TO TyT K€ BCKOYMJIAa HA HOTH, OTOABUIASICh OT
OMAaCHOTO MecTa KaK MOXKHO Jaiblne. Sl OyKBajibHO MPUIIUIUIA K CTEHE, CO



CTpaxoM MIsiAsd Ha ApIpKy. Korga mocnelmanicss TUXWUWA THCK, S €IBAa HE
yMepJiia Ha MeCTe.

Heyxenu 3Ty rpei3yHbl ecTh U B 3ToM Mupe?! Kak ona, BooO1e, crona
nonaja? B ronose cpa3y BO3HUKIN 00pa3bl, Kak KPbICHl HAOPACHIBAIOTCS HA
MEHS U €JIAT, MMoejast 0Tk ¢ kKocTel. CIIIOTHYB, s Opocuiia B3I Ha IIETb,
a MOTOM TOJACKOYMJIa K HEH M CXBarwia, MPUHUMAsACh YCHICHHO TPEMETh
JKeJle30M. DTO JOJDKHO HamyraTh uynoBui! J{omkHo Benb?!

[IpuBenenue, rpeMsmive MeMsIMU, s W300pakalia MUHYT TISITh, HE
MeHnbIIe. [lepecTana TolbKO TOTa, KOTJa pyKa ycTana.

bpocuB 1enp oOpaTHO Ha I[MHOBKY, MpHUCIyIIajJach K THIIHWHE.
Heyxenun y MeHsi HeT HHMKakux cocenen? IlombiTanack 3aroBoputh, HO
3aKJIMHAHUE BCE €IIe CKJICUBAJIO MOU I'yOBbl.

ITucka Toxke He ObWIO. ToNBKO 3BYK Kameiab Brajieke. BbimoxHyna,
CIIOJI3asl BHU3 N0 CTEHE, MPHUJCPKUBASICh 32 HEE pykaMmu. llanbipl TyT ke
HAaTKHYJUCh Ha Kakue-To yeprouku. CHawyajna s He oOpaTwiia Ha HHX
HUKAKOTO BHUMAHMS, JIMIIIL OC3TyMHO CTaJIa UCCIEA0BATh JUMHUA KOHUUKAMHU
nayibleB. Ho cmycTst HEKOTOpO€E BpEMs 3aMHTEPECOBATIACH.

OTONBUHYBIINCH, IOBEPHYJIACh K CTEHE M IpUCMOTpenach. M3-3a
TEMHOTBI PACCMOTPETh TOJIKOM HUYETO HE yaaBajaoch. [Ipuiiocs Tporars.

Pucynku kakue-to? Haanucu? HaBepHoe, npeaplAylIue 3aKI0YCHHbBIC
OT CKyKHM BbIBOJAWJIM. He yauBIIOCH, €Clu 374€Ch HAMKUCAHO YTO-TO BPOJIE:
31ech ObuT Bacs unu ere uto-HuOyIb mogo0Hoe.

Ha MruoBenue s jaxe norepsjia MHTEpEC, HO MOTOM MEHS CJIOBHO YTO-
TO JIEPHYJO MCCIIEIOBATh CTEHY Jaiibliie. OTOIABUHYB IIMHOBKY U COJIOMY, S
MaJIblIaMu Opocieania 3a JMHUsAMHU. OKOJIO CaMOTo MoJIa, KaK MHE Ka)KeTCH,
HAJMUCU OTIWYaluch. JIMHUKM Ooyiee KOPOTKHE, JIOMAaHHBIE, YEM-TO
OTJIAJICHHO MOX0XKE Ha UEPOTTTUPHI.

JKanp nmpounTare HE MOTY.

[Tomon3aB Ha KOJEHAX €II€ HEMHOIO, pEeluia, 4YTO JI0CTaTOYHO
uccienoBanuii. Bce paBHO He MOHMMAIO, UTO M300PAKEHO MU HAITUCAHO.

CKonb3HYB NaIbllaMU IO CTEHE B IOCIEAHUM pa3, 3alenwiach 3a
HEOOJIBbIION OCTPBIA BBICTYI, OLApANaBIIUCh. PaccepKeHHO 3alluIeB,
OTJICpHYJIa PYKY, ¥ 1O NPUBBIYKE €1Ba HE CyHYJa MOBPEKICHHBINA Majell B
poT. B camMom koHue nmputopMmo3uiia. He neno rps3Hble pykd B pOT TSHYT.
Bripouem, s TyT Mory u 3apakeHue KpoBH 3apaboTaTh, TAK CTOUT JIU OOATHCS
MUKpPOOOB?



Jlonymare MHE HE Ian NOMO3PUTEIBHBIA CBET, BO3HUKIIWKA OKOJIO
cteHbl. [lokocuBIIIMCH HA HETO, 1 MEAJICHHO BCTAJla U OTOILIA HA APYTYIO
CTOpPOHY, TOPOILJIUBO BBITUPAsi IOPAHEHHBIN MaJiel] O MO0 IJIAThA.

CBer Mexay TeMm Bce ycuwiauBaics. Kak okazaioch, 3TO CBETUIIUCH
HEKOTOphIe U3 Haanucen. Ceiuac UX OTYETIIMBO OBbLIO BUIHO. C HEKOTOPHIM
VIMBIICHUEM 51 OCO3HAJIA, YTO BIOJIHE MTOHUMAIO HamrcaHHoe. He nocioBHoO,
KOHEUHO, HO MPUOIU3UTENBHO TiepeBecTH Mory. [Ipu 3Tom s yBepeHa, 4to
HUKOTJIa paHee MoJ00HBIX CUMBOJIOB HE BCTpEUalia.

B o6miem, cmbica ¢pa3bl ObUT IPUMEPHO B TOM, YTO JBEPh OTKPOETCS
TOJIKO TOMY, B KOM T€YET APEBHsIS KpoBb. UTO-TO B 3TOM pojae. Bo3zmoxHoO,
MMeEJIach B BUJIy HE MPSIMO JIBEPh, a YTO-TO BPOJAE BXO/a, MPOXOJa, HEKUU
MpoeM, BBINOJIHAIONMNA (PyHKUIUIO ABepU. Jla M C JpeBHEH KpPOBBIO sI HE
COBCEM yBepeHa. Eciu A0CIOBHO, TO TaM OBbLUIO HAMCaHO: KPOBb, Oepyiast
HAyaJio, KOrJla MUPbI ObLIH €I11€ MOJIOJIbIMHU.

Iloka s HemoyMmeBasia, CBET OT CHMBOJIOB Hauyaj LIMPUTHCA, MOKA HE
oOpa3oBall KBajipaT mpuMepHO MeTp Ha MeTp. CBeToBast (hurypa, oTJajgeHHO
MOX0Xasi Ha ToJIorpaMMy, MEJICHHO OIyCTHJIaCh Ha TOJI M Ha CEKYHIY
3amepia. A IOTOM Ioracia.

N Bce, uto au?

51 B3BOJIHOBAaHHO CMOTpEJIa HA TOJ, HE PEllasich JABUHYTHCS C MECTAa.
Yepe3z MuHyTY, KOrja HUYEro OOJbIIe HE MPOU30IUIO, BbIAOXHYHa. U
HETMOHSATHO, Y€ro B MOEM BBIJIOXE OBbUIO OOJBINE: pa3odapOBaHUS WU
obneruenusi. C OTHON CTOPOHBI, XOTEJIOCHh OBl y3HATh, 4TO OyAeT naibiie. C
JPYTOi CTOPOHBI, M, cjaBa 00Ty, 4To HUYEro He mpowusonuio. Kro 3Haert, k
yeMy ObI 3TO MPUBEJIO.

Crounno MHE HEMHOTO pacciaObUThCs, KaK B THIIMHE MPO3BYyYal IIPOCTO
ONNIYIIUTENbHBIN MIETYOK, U3-3a KOTOPOTO 5 MOJCKOYMIIA HA MECTE, €/1Ba HE
BCKpPUKHYB. Sl Obl KpUKHYJa, €clii Obl MOH pOT He ObLI 3ajeruieH
3aKJIMHAHUEM.

CXBaTUBIIKCH 32 CEPIE, MBICIICHHO BBIPYTajiach.

B cnenytomyro MuHyTy mnocneimancs wmyM. Co3maBanoch Takoe
OIIlyIIEHUE, OYITO KTO-TO TPET OJAWH KPYIMHBIA KaMeHb O JApyroi. Bekope s
MOHSJIA, YTO YACTh I0JIa MEJJIEHHO YXOAUT BHU3. Ta 4acTh, B KOTOPOU HE TaK
JABHO MCUE3 CBETALIUNICS KPYT.

3arauB JbIXaHWE, g BCS MPEBpaTWiach BO BHUMaHWE, HaOmodas 3a
npoucxomamuM. Hazaeroch, oTTyma He TMOie3yT Kakue-HuOydab vyauiia?
Kpsicsl, HanpuMep. BcrmoMHUB 00 3THX TphI3yHaX, IEpeepHYyIa MICUaMu.



CnycTs HEKOTOpOE€ BpeMs KAMEHHBIM KBAaJApaT OCTAHOBWICS, a 3aTEM
HayaJjl CABUTaThbCs B CTOPOHY. IHTepeCcHO, MeXaHU3M pabOThl MEXaHUYECKUM
WJIA Maru4eckuii?

Korma mimra ckpbuiack, BCe 3aTUXJIO, & IOTOM BHYTPHU MpPOBajia YTO-TO
BCIIBIXHYJIO TONYObIM TuTaMeHeM. M3-3a HEpBOB M HEOXHIAHHOCTH, S
WCIIYTaHHO OTILIATHYJACh, MIPU 3TOM YAAPUBIIKUCH FOJIOBOW O CTEHY MO33JU
ceos.

IIpuces, cxBarwiach AByMsI pyKamu 3a 3aTbUIOK M 3axmypuiack. OT
pe3koi 0onM Ha Ia3ax BRICTYNWIW clie3bl. Bripouem, ciycTss MrHOBEHUE S
nmojiymasa, 4To MHE HE CTOUT TYT BOT TaK MPOCTO CHJETh U KaJleTh ceOsl.
[TogHSB roJIoBY, OTKpbLUIA JIa3a U 3aMepJia, MPUCITYIIUBASICH.

Tummuna. CTyk HaJ0EBIIMX Karelb Baajieke. M Huuero OoJblie.

Br1goxHYB, OCTOPOXKHO MOAHSANACH U 3amisiHyna B AbIpy. Oka3bIBaeTcH,
rojyObIM CBETOM BCIBIXHYJIHM (DaKedbl, OCBEIIAIOIINE BEIYIIYyI0 BHHU3
JIECTHULLY.

OmnsiHynace B CTOpoHY ABepH. [IoToM CHOBa mocMoOTpesia Ha JICCTHUILY.
[IpsmMo BXOA B MPEUCHOAHIO Kakoh-TO. CtouT nu uaru? Wnm nydme He
PUCKOBAaTh U OCTAThCS 371€CH, JOKUIASICH TOMOIIHU?

CeB HampoTUB JBIPHI, CIOKHWIA PYKH HA TPYAU U KPEIMKO 3ayMajiach.
Ecnu 3a MouM 3aKiIt04€HUEM CTOUT HE uMmrneparop u He Dup, To MeHs OyayT
ucKatb. BOT TOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO UM JJIsI 3TOTO TTOHaa00uTcst Bpemenu? Bpsia nu
MOXUTUTEIb Oy/IeT MEHSI KOPMUTD U MOUTh. A 3HAYUT, IPOTSAHY 5 HEJOJITO.

K Tomy e, cuets 1 mpoCTO K1aTh MHE COBEPILIEHHO He Xouercsa. Ho u
UJITH. ..

Krto 3Haer, uto TaM ckpbiBaeTcs. BApyr, CIyCTUBIIUCH, S NPUOTHKY
CBOIO CMEPTh. MOXKET, CTOUT BCE-TAKU MOJ0XKIAATh?

CoMHeBasiCh, 5 HEPEIIMTEIBLHO IVIsSHYJIa Ha Mpoxoia. JIroOOmBITCTBO
HACTOMYMBO yroBapuBajio UATH. OCTOPOKHOCTh MPUICPKUBAJIA 34 JIOKOTh U
HallOMHUHaNa, 4To Oe3pacCydaHbIe JIIOIU Yallle BCETO YMHUPAIOT MOJIOABIMH.
[onoBo#i s moHMMAaJIA, YTO UATH B HEU3BECTHOE MECTO, HE UMEs IpH ceode
HUYEro, OYeHb OMACHO, HO YTO-TO BHYTPHU MEHs, OyATO MOJATAJIKHUBAJIO
BIEPE.

Bcras, s cTpsAXHyna coJIOMy € OI€K/Ibl U IIArHYJa BIIEPE]l, HACTYyMasi Ha
MIEPBYIO CTYTICHBKY.

JlyMaro, mpoxoJl He 3ps OTKpPBUICS OT MOeW KpoBU. W eciu ciieroBarb
JIOTHKE BEIIeH, TO Oyiarojapsi 3TOMy CO MHOW HUYETO HE JOHKHO MPOU30UTH.
[To kpaliHen Mepe, 1 Ha 3TO HAJECKOCh.



Cromyio MHE CITyCTUTBCSI HUXKE Ha JECATOK CTYNEHEHM, KaK KaMEHb
1033/ CHOBA MpHIIEN ¢ ABMKEeHUE. B3apornys, s pe3ko obepHynack. [lapy
CeKYHJ 5 3aTOPMOKEHHO HaOmiogana, Kak BXOJ JIOBOJIBLHO OBICTPO
3akpbiBaeTcs. 1loueMy-To 3TO BbI3BaJI0 BO MHE YYBCTBO MaHUKUA. K mMoemy
OTOPYCHHMIO, JJaXKe OPOCHBIIIKMCH Ha3aJ CO BCEH BO3ZMOXKHOW CKOPOCTHIO, 5 BCE
PAaBHO HE ycHena.

CxBaTMBIIMCH 3a Kpald JBUTAIONIEroCs KaMHsS, S5 IOMNbITaJach
OCTaHOBHUTH €r0o, HO HE Ha MHUTI He 3aMeiinna aBrkeHue. Iloa camblii KoHely
MHE MPUIILIOCH PE3KO YOUparh naibIlbl. JIMIIUTHCS UX 51 HE XOTena.

C TOoCKOI TIOIISZIEB HA MOJTHOCTHIO 3aKPBIBIIMICA BXOH, pa3BEpHYIaCh
¥ nonuia BHU3. Tenepb y MeHs Tpu Bbixoaa. llepBblii — OTBICKaTh Apyrou
npoxoq. BTopoii — HaWTH 4YTO-TO, YTO TMOMOXET MHE pa30UTh KaMEHb.
Tpetuii — ymepets. [locnennnii BApHaHT MEHSI COBEPILICHHO HE MPUBJICKAIL.

Cnyckasich BHU3, SI TO M JEJI0 OTOABUTANIA OT juia naytuHy. Cyas mo
BCEMY, TYT JABHO HUKOIO HE ObLIO. XOPOIIO €IIe, YTO YacTh ITUX JIMIKHUX
HUTEM cropesa, Korjaa BCIBIXHYIU (pakesbl.

Uem HMKE s CIyCKallaCh, TEM XOJIOJIHEE CTAaHOBWJIOCH. MHOTIA MHE
JaKe Ka3aJlioCh, YTO 51 3aMEUar0 MPOXJIAJIHBIM BETEPOK. ITO BOOIYIIEBIISIIO.
Pa3 ecTb BeTep, 3HAUUT, €CTh U MPOEM, YEPE3 KOTOPBIN OH CIOAA MOMAJIACT.

Bnpouem, pagocte MOs IIpoadiiach HEHAJOJTO, BeIb OFOHb (haKeIOB
Ja)K€ HE TyMaJl KOJIBbIXAaTbCs, & 3HAYUT, OILIYILIEHUE BETPAa MHE BCEIO JIMIIb
MEPEIIUTCS.

CrynuB Ha TOCHEOHIO CTYNEHBKY, s OCTAHOBWJIACH NEpel yBUTOU
TOJICTBIM CJIOEM IMAyTUHBI CTEHOM. lloTOmTaBIIMCH, HA MeECTE, MOIIsAIEa
HaBepXx. He MokeT ObITh TaKoro, 4TOOBI JIECTHUIIA BeJla B OOBIYHBIN TYyHHUK!

ITo noruke Belieu, TyT AOKEH OBITH MpoOXoJ Aaibiie. MHaye, 3auemM
CTPOUTh MEXaHHU3M BXOJla W JIECTHHILY? MOXeT Ju ObITh, YTO ITO BCETO
JIUIIb TaKasi CTpaHHAas JIOBYIIKA, TOJDKHAS 3allUpaTh CIMIIKOM JIFOOOTBITHBIX
nugHocTel? Eciu 310 Tak, TO MOM Jiena IIOXH.

BcnomHMB, Kak 10 3TOr0 OTKPBUICS MPOXOJ, I C COMHEHUEM U JIETKUM
OTBpAIICHUEM TIONIISJIENIAa HA 3aTAHYTYIO MMAyTHHOW CTEHY. BO3MOXHO, Tam
TOXE €CTh HE3HAKOMBIC, HO B TOXXE€ BpPEMs 3HAKOMBIC MHUCbMEHA, KOTOPHIC
HEO0OXOIMMO MOJIUTh CBOSH KPOBBIO?

Touno! A Beap OTCIOIA €CTh €llle W 4eTBepThii Bhixona. Hy, eciu 3to,
KOHEYHO, He JoBylKa. [Ipoxoa, ¢ mOMOIIBI0 KOTOPOro s Croa Mmomaja, He
MOXKET OBITh TOJIBKO BXOAOM. ECiIM MOXXHO BOWTH, TO MOXKHO U BBIUTH, HE
Tak au? A pa3 Tak, 3HAYUT, [IE-TO TaM JOJDKHBI ObITh pUCYHKH. OHHU



o0s3aHpl TaM ObITH! S CHOMIIKOM TOTOpOMUJIACh, HaAO OBUIO BCE
BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPET.

OmaHyBIIMCh Ha3aJ, peuiuia, 4yTo IMPOBEPIO ATy TEOPUIO B CaMOM
KOHIIE, €CJIM UHOTO BBIXOJ]a TAK U HE CMOTY OTBICKATb.

KuBnyB cama cebe, mojomnuia K BHUCALIEMY Ha cTeHe ¢akeny U ¢
HEKOTOPBIM TPYAOM BbITAIMIIA €ro u3 Aepxkarens. K Moemy yauBieHUIO,
CUHUU OTOHb JIaXKE HE JyMall MOTyXaTh WU MEHIThHCSA Ha 00JIee MPUBBIYHBIMN
OpPaH>KEBBIH 1IBET.

DTO 4YTO K€ MOJTY4YaeTcsi, OTOHb B 3TOM MHUPE BOT Takoul? XoTs, 51 BEIb
BHJICJIA, KaK ropeia BepeBKa TOro 3iojaess. M ropema oHa COBEPIIEHHO
oObIYHBIM OrHEM. Hy He cunTas Toro, 4To OH HE MIPUIHMHSII TOHKHOTO Bpea.
To ecTp BBIIVIAJEN KAK OTOHb, HO BEJ C€0sl HE TaK, KaK JOJIKEH.

HemHOro nocoMHeBaBIINCh, OCTOPOXKHO MOJHECA (Paked K MayTUHE Ha
cTteHe. Ta MTHOBEHHO BCIbIXHYJA. BBIMIsAAEI0 3TO Tak, CIOBHO s Opocuia
CIIUYKY B JIYXKHUILy YUCTOrO cnupra. CIycTss HEKOTOPOE BpEMs Iepel MOUMH
ra3aMy Tpe/cTalia MacCMBHasi KaMEHHas JIBepb, HCKYCHO YKpalleHHas
pe3b0oii.

3aKOHUMB C O4YMIIEHHEM, BepHyla ¢akel Ha MeCTO M cTaja
paccmarpuBath aBepb. Hy U e TyT HaauCH, Ha KOTOPBIE HY>KHO MPOJIUTh
CBOEU KpoBU?

MenbkoM TJIsiHYJIa Ha CBOIO PYKY, YO€XKIasCh, UTO HEIaBHSISA paHKa BCE
elle uMeeT CBeXuii Bua. Hanerock, 3Toit KpoBH OyJeT JOCTaTOYHO.

To, uro s wWckanma, oOHAPYXWIOCh B camMoM Hu3y. IlucbmeHa ObuIH
BBIOUTHI B KAMHE BEPTUKAJIBHO. YOEIUBIIKNCH, YTO HAAMUCH MOX0XKa Ha TY,
YyTO sI BHUJEJIA B Kamepe, S PacKoBbIpsiIa cTapylo LapanuHy (0oibHO!),
J0’KJ1aJ1ach, MOKa OHA 3alOJIHUTHCS KPOBBIO M aKKypaTHO HaHEcja €€ Ha
OJIHY W3 JIMHUU.

Chauasia Hu4ero He npousonuio. S gaxe nogymana, 4To KPOBU Majo U
XO0Tena MoMas3aTh €Ile, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT CHUMBOJIBI BCIBIXHYJIH O€IbIM
CBETOM M CTajlM clieTKa 00beMHBIMHU. CBETSIIMECS JIUHUU OTEIIUIIUCH OT
CTEHBI U 3aBUCHU NpAMO nepeno MHou. M uto mansime? Kak-to B 3TOT pa3
BCE MIPOUCXOJIUT MO-JIPYTOMY.

He ycnena s 3amaHukoBaTh WM PACTEPSTHCS, KaK CHUMBOJIBI PE3KO
M3MEHWIIN CBOE MOJIOKEHHE. 3aBUCHYB HAIIPOTUB JABEPHU, OHU YBEIIMUYMWINCH B
pasMepax W BIUTAIUCh B KaMeHb. Ka3zamoch, 4TO KamMeHHas JABEPh UX C
OO0JIBITION CKOPOCTHIO 3acocana B cebs. JKyTkoBarto 310 Bce.



N cHoBa TummHa. Moux HEPBOB Ha BCE€ A3TO TOYHO HE XBAaTUT!
CkrnagpIBaeTCsl TaKO€ BIEYATICHHE, YTO BCE 3TH JAPEBHHUE MEXAHU3MBI
IIPOBEPSIOT MOKO HEPBHYIO CUCTEMY HA IPOYHOCTb.

Korma s omyrtwia 3yn Ha KOHYMKAX NalbLEB, ABEPh C TPOMKUM
LIEJTYKOM OTBOpWJIach. BepHee, HEMHOro IPUOTKpbUIach. S Bpome u
OXKHUJlaja 4ero-To MoJI00HOro0, HO BCE PaBHO HEMPOM3BOJIBHO B3JIPOTHYIIA.
Jpoxb NpoKaTuiaack o0 BCEMY TEILY, 3aCTABJISAsI MEHSI HEPBHO BBIJOXHYTh.

YcnokouBIIKCh, s MOMISIAENA HAa JIBEPh HEAOBOJBHBIM B3DIsiAOM. U?
Bonbiie Tl OTKpBIBaThCA HEe coOupaetibesi? Cyas 1Mo TUIIUHE, HET. DTO MHE
COBEPILIEHHO HE HPAaBUJIOCH, BE/Ib IBEPH CJECIIaHa U3 KAMHs, 1a U pa3MeEPhI y
HEE HEMAJIEHBKHE, 4 3HAYUT, OHA, HABEPHSKA, OKAXKETCS OUYEHb TSIKEIIOM.

Sl okazanmach MOJHOCTBIO MPABa — MHE IPHUIILIOCH U3PSIHO IOIOTETD,
NpexJae 4YeM S CMOIJIa OTKPBITh €€ HAaCTOJbKO, YTOOBI MPOUTH B
o0Opa3oBaBIIMiiCA MPoeM. XOpPOIlo, YTO BO MHE HET JIMIIHEro Beca, WHaue
IPUILIOCH Obl MyYHUTHCS JOJIBIIE.

[Ipexe yem uaru panplie, 1 OCTOPOKHO BBIVISIHYJA 32 IBepb. Ha Toun
CTOpOHE 1Hapuia teMHoTa. [Ipuciymanace. HUKakux mOCTOPOHHUX LIYMOB
CJIBIITHO HE OBLIO0, TOJIBKO TUXUH Ty, KOTOPKIN s IpUHSsIIA 32 IITyM B YIIIax.

[TocoMHeBaBIIMCh, HEMHOTO, CHOBA BBIJIEpHYJa (hakesn u3 Jepikareis u
ImpoJsie3ia BMECTE ¢ HHUM 4epe3 npoxold. Kak okazaiocp, OH MHE HeE
noHagoOusncsa. CToOWsIO OKa3aThCs Ha TOW CTOPOHE, KaK Ha CTEHax II0
IIETIOYKEe Hayajl BCIBIXMBAaTh YK€ 3HAKOMBIM MHE TOny0oit oroHb. OT
HEOXKHUJIAHHOCTH sI OTCTYNWJIAa Ha3ajJ K JBEPH, BBICTABISS (paken mepen
cO0OM.

Cnycts mapy ceKkyH], YOeIUBIIKMCh, YTO 3TO HUKAKOE HE YYJIOBHUILE U
NpsSIMO celyac MHE HUYEro HE YIrpoXaeT, BBIJOXHYJIA W onycTuia ¢akxen,
JIeprKa €ro nojayiblie OT CBOETO IUIaThs. Maso v, BAPYTr UMEHHO 3TO ILIaMs
BEJIET ce0s Tak, KaK MOJIOKEHO J000MY MpUiInYHOMY OrHio. [layTuHy Benb
CHKUTAET.

[TepBbIM MOUM >keNaHUE OBLIO BHIOPOCUTH HEHYKHBIN (Pakes, HO MOTOM
i pelmiia OCTaBUTh €ro B KauecTBe opyxus. Jlroboe cymiectBo OoUTCS
cBeta. Tak 4TO, Ha ciaydyail HENPEIBUJIEHHOTO HalaJeHUsi y MeHs OyIeT B
3arace JIeMEHT HEOXKUITAaHHOCTH.

Okazanock, YTo 3a IBEPHIO0 HAXOAWJICS JIMHHBIN Kopuaop. C nayTuHON
s Teleph cpaxanach C MOMOIIBI0O CBOETO OTHEHHOro ToBapuia. [lmams
MOCIYIIHO CXUrano Oeible HUTH Ha MoeM myTd. OTKyaa B 3aKpBITOM



MOMEIICHUHU, BOOONIE, B3SJIMCh IMayKH, CHOCOOHBIE HAIUIECTH CTOJBKO
naytunbl? Kak mpoOpanuck, Benb ABEpU ObUIM 3areyaTaHbl, HACKOJIBKO s
MOHsJIA, ¢ MOMOIIbI0 Maruu? Mnm ke Marus HE MOXET OCTAaHOBUTH ITUX
MEJKUX CO3IaHui?

B konHue xopujopa oOHapyxuiiach emie ogHa JBepb. Ha 3ToT pa3 s
nercTBOBajia yxe 1o orpaboraHHoM cxeme. OUHCTHIA OT IayTHHBI,
OTBICKAJIa CUMBOJIbI M OOJIMIIA UX KalleJbKOH KPOBHU.

JIBepp  OKa3zajacb HaMHOTO MEHBIIE MOPEAbIAYIIEH, TMO3TOMY
OTKpBIBAJIACh ropas3zo Jierye.

Cpazy Bouitum s He cMoria. [lo Ty cTOpoHY OOHApYy>KWUJIOCH YTO-TO
cTpaHHoe. [lnsg Toro 4ToObl paccMOTpPETh Jydllle, S OTKpbLIa JIBEPb
MOJIHOCTHIO.

B cBere (QakenoB cTpaHHas CTE€Ha 3amMeplaja 30J0THCTBIM I[BETOM.
Boimsigeno 3To Tak, OyATO HEKTO HATSAHYI YTO-TO BPOAE TOHKOW OpraH3bl Ha
npoxoa. [IpubnuzuBimIKCh, sI OMIsAE]Ia HEOXKUJAHHOE MPENsATCTBUE Oojee
BHUMarenpHO. Ilmenka? OkxpameHHass 30710TOM Kpackod creHa? bosbiie
MTOXO/IMJIO BCE-TAKH Ha ILJICHKY.

TkuyB B Hee (hakeyoMm, si ¢ HEIOyMEHHEM HaOirojana, Kak OT MecTa
CTOJIKHOBEHHSI B pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI PACXOASATCA KPYTH, OyJITO MPEHsTCTBHUE
OBLIIO cleslaHo U3 BojAbl. Ha BesAkuid cimydai moThiKaja emie mapy pas. Ilocie
ATOTO0 BHUMATEIBLHO OCMOTpena (hakes, HO TOT BBIMVIAJIET HETIOBPEKICHHBIM.
Tonbko MOCE ATOrO s MPOTSIHYJIA PYKY M KOHUMKOM YKa3aTeJbHOrO Majblia
MPUKOCHYJIACh K mperpajae. Pyky cpa3y ke oTaepHynia. YOeauBIIUCH, UTO C
MOMM TajiblleM HHYEr0 HE MPOM30IUI0, S YyXKe 0oJiee yBEPEHHO
MPUKOCHYJIACH K IUICHKE.

K mMoemy yauBieHuto, MOM Haiblbl YTOHYIU B 3TO cTeHe. McmyranHo
JNEPHYBIINChH, OTOLUIA HAa IIAr Hazaj, MpWXKUMas pyKy K rpyad. Hukakmx
KpPYTOB Ha «BOJHOM ITIaJW» HA 3TOT pa3 He ObLIO.

Tak, a Tenepb BCIIOMHUB BC€ MPOCMOTPEHHBIE KOTAa-IN00 (hIHTE3U
GUIBMBI U MPOYUTAHHBIE KHUTU. YTO 3TO MOXeT ObiTh? Ha ym mpuxonuso
TOJIBKO OIHO — Oapbep. U, cyast mo Bcemy, OH He MpomyckaeT (akes, HO pu
3TOM sl MOTY Y€pE3 HEro MPOWTH. A 4TO HaueT oAexkabl? OHa BEIb TOXKE HE
4acTh MEHs. TOJBbKO HE TOBOPUTE, UTO S JIOJKHA PA3NAETHCS MOJHOCTHIO,
4TOOBI MPOUTHU Yepe3 Hero!

YecTHO TOBOps, MHE OBUIO HEMHOTO CTPAIIHOBATO, HO B TOXE BpEMs
JIMKO MHTEPECHO. MHE yKaCHO XOTEJNOCh y3HATh, YTO TaM TAKOTO CIPSITAHO.
NMeHHO mO3TOMY £ 3aJaBWJIa OCTaBIIMECS KPYIMHIIbI CTpaxa W IIarHyjaa K



Oapbepy. PemmuTenbHO CyHYB B HEro pyky, 3arauia JbpixaHue. Pykas
cB00OAHO npomien! OTINYHO, 3HAYUT, Pa3[ieBaThCA HE HYKHO.

[Mornsinena Ha ¢aken B pyke. CTpaHHO, UTO €ro He npomnyckaert. [loxas
IJie4aMH, KOoe-Kak MpUTynwia Qaken B JepiKareilb, B KOTOPOM YxKe ObLI
OIVH. BnBoeM OHM JepXajluch HE CIUIIKOM YCTOWYHMBO, HO €CIU HE
Tporarb, ynacTh HE TOJKHBI.

3aKOHYMB, HEPEIIMTEIbHO MOTONTANIACH OKOJIO MPOXOJa, a MOTOM
HIarHysia BOEpe, 3aKMYPHUBASICh U MPUKPHIBAS JIOKTEM IJ1a3a.

Omrymenne oT nmpoxoja yepe3 6apbep OblIM HUKaKuMU. S ero BooOIe
HUKAK HE OILIyTHJIa, XOTS MOJCO3HATEIHLHO TOTOBA ObLJIa IOYYBCTBOBATh XOTh
4yT0-T0. Mypauiku, XoJ0/IHbI BETEPOK, ONIYIICHUE JKapa WU YTO-TO B ITOM
pore.

CnenaB emie nBa mara, s pe3ko yOpaja pyKy M paclaxHyja Ivasa.
Cepaue B rpyad HMCHOYTaHHO KOJIOTHJIOCH. Sl B JIFOOOW MOMEHT OXHAaia
HaraaeHuss. MpIbl HapAMIACh, CIIOBHO sl TOTOBUJIACH K MPBDKKY. 3pEHUE
B OJIMH MOMEHT CTAJIO CIUIIKOM YETKHM, OTYETO BCIBIXHYBIINI CBET OOJIBHO
yaapui Mo [a3aM. 3aXKMYpPHUBIIKCH, s OTOIUIA HAa wwar. Bopouem, mnodtu
MTHOBEHHO OTKPBLIA UX BHOBb.

K moemy oOnerdeHue, HUKTO HamajaaTh Ha MeHsA He cobOupancs. Sl
oKa3ajach B KAKOM-TO... KabuHere?

ITepBoe, uTo 5 yBUIENA, ITO KPECIO, CTOAIIECE B HECKOJIBKHUX IIAarax ot
MeHs. OHO OBLIIO TTOBEPHYTO CHUHKOM KO MHE. Ho rmaBHOe, B HEM KTO-TO
cuzaen! [TomHOCTRIO YeOoBeKa BUIHO HE OBLIO, TOJBKO €r0 PyKH, JiexkKallue
Ha MOJJIOKOTHUKAX U CE0BIAcasi MaKyIIIKa.

Bwmur opo6GeB (eme Ob1, BIIoMUIIach 0€3 cripocal), s1 HEJIOBKO OIpaBUiia
I1aThe U MPUNIIaniIa BOJIOCHI.

— Jobpoe yTpo, — mo3aopoBaiach s, peUIMB, YTO BPEMEHU MPOLLIO
JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HOYb YCIi€lla CMEHUThCA YTpoM. — S TyT ciydaitHo
OKa3zanacb. Bbl He mMOACKakuTe, TI€ BBIXOA? — CHOPOCHUB, s 3aMmepiia, C
KOJIOTSIIIUMCSL  CepAlleM HaOofasi 3a HEMOABUKHBIMU O€I0CHEKHBIMU
naJbllaMHU.

S Obuta roroBa K JOOOW peakiMu, HO JlaXKe CITyCTS MUHYTY HE
ycablliasia HUKakoro orBera. Heyxemn crnut? Hago mpoBeputh. Tonbko
THXO.

— JloGpoe yTpo-0-0? — MOTSHYMA ST BOMPOCUTEILHO, BBITATHBAS IICIO B
KEJTaHUU YBUJETH OOJIBIIIE.



[TanbLbl HA MOATIOKOTHUKAX BBITVISIAEIN OJIETHBIMA U TOHKMUMH, HO OHU
SIBHO MPUHAJICKATN MY>KUMHE.

BceraB Ha UBINOYKHM, s OCTOPOKHO Hadayia MPUOIMKATBCA K Kpeciy,
OJTHOBPEMEHHO C 3THUM HEMHOI0 00XOJsi ero cTopoHoil. Uepes Kakoe-ToO
BpEMsl OCTAHOBWJIACh IPSIMO HANPOTUB CUAALIETO 4enoBeka. IIpu stom s
CTapajiach JAbIIIATh KAK MOYKHO THIIIE.

MyxuuHa, CISIIIMN B Kpecie, 0Ka3aics O4eHb INpuBJEeKareabHbIM. [1o
BHEUIHEMY BHJY €My MOXHO ObUIO JaTb HEMHOTo 3a copok. C TOJIKy
cOMBAJIM TOJIBKO MTOYTH MOJTHOCTBIO Ceble BOJIOCHL. OAEeT OH ObLI B UEPHOE C
kpacHbIM. Cyns MO Ka4decTBY OJEKIbI, YEJIOBEK BpsJ JM ObUI MPOCTHIM
CIyTOH.

OTopBaB OT HEro B3I, s OCMOTpENIa KAOMHET, CTapasich HE CXOIUTH C
Mecta. B OCHOBHOM TyT Bce ObLIO 3acTaBieHO MIKapamMu ¢ KHUTamu. bput
€Ille CTOJ C KAKUMU-TO OymMaramu. 371eCh SIBHO MHOTO paboTaiu.

[locTosB ¢ MUHYTY, HO, TaKk M HE JOXKIABIIUCH MPOOYKIECHUS
MYKUHMHBI, g TOAOLLIa OJMXKe U MpoTsHyaa pyKy. He 3Haro, mouemy, HO 4TO-
TO MEHS BO BCEM O3TOM CWIBHO CMYIIAJIO M, HECMOTPS Ha BHELIHIOKO
IIPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTD ATOTO YEJIOBEKA, KACAThCS €0 COBCEM HE XOTEIOCH.

OCTaHOBMBIINCH B HECKOJIBKMX CAaHTHUMETPAX, 5 BCE-TaKU OCTOPOKHO
KOCHYJIaCh Uyk0H pyku. [Ipu 3T0OM B mocinegHU MOMEHT TaK U HE PELIAIIACh
JOTPOHYTHCA 1O OOHAKEHHOMN KOXKH.

— Ilpoctute, BBl MHE HE MOMOXKETE? — CHpPOCUIA THXO, OTYErO-TO
olmrymasi, Kak Bce BHYTpu xoisioaeeT. [loeXuBIIKMCH, BBIIPAMHIACH. —
Muctep?.. l'ocnogun?.. Myxunna?!

Houpb peakiun.

3amepeB Ha MecTe, s MPUILYPHIACh, BHUMATEIbHO BIVISABIBASICh B
yernoBeKka. B3moxHyna u orBepHynachk. IlocTosuia Tak HECKONBKO CEKYHH U
CHOBa ITOCMOTpena Ha «cmsmero». [lomgkas ry0bl, pelInTeabHO MOTSAHYJIACH
K ero pyke. B camoMm xoHue 3amepna. Ha camoMm zaeine s Bce yxe MoHsa, HO
MHE HY>KHO ObUIO IOATBEPKICHUE

Korga Moum mnanmplbl KOCHYJIHCH JIENASHOW KOXH, S HMHCTUHKTHBHO
OTIEpHYJa PyKY, OTCTyIas Ha napy maros. CepAle B rpyid B3BOJHOBAHHO U
UCIyTaHHO KOJIOTWJIOCh. S| OILIyTWIa CHJIBHOE JKEIIAHWE IIOKUHYTh 3TO
MECTO, HO CHJION BOJIM 3aCTaBHIIa c€0sl YCIIOKOUTHCS.

Hy uTto moxer cnenarb MHE MepTBelL?

Tuxo 3acMesuiace. XpHUIUIOBATBIA CMEX B THUIIMHE MPO3BYYAI CTOJIb
CTpPaHHO, YTO sl €/1Ba HE MOANPBITHYJIA OT OXBATHUBILIEr0 MEHS yxkaca. TyT



€CTh JIpaKOHbI, Marus, Oapbephl, TaK, MoYeMy Obl HE OBITh KAKUM-HUOY/b
30MOM WK Bammupam?

Crapsch cipaBUTBHCS C TAHUKOM, 51 IpHbKalia pyKH K TPYJIU U MPUHSIIACH
ryooko abimatk. [Ipu 3TOM s He oTphiBania B3DIsiAa OT MepTBena. He
nuraercs. Bor u xopomo. Bot 1 npaBuiibHO.

HemHoro o0y31aB B3BOJHOBAHHOCTb, s IMOJXaja TyObl, HaXMypuia
OpoBu U ObICTpO moponuia K Kpeciy. Ilpukacarbcsi kK MEPTBOMY Telly He
XOTEJIOCh, HO 51 BCE-TaKM OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJIACh €ro mied. MHe Hy>KHO ObLIIO
yOemuThCsl, YTO DSTOT 4YEJIOBEK JACHCTBUTENbHO MepTB. Eciam Obl He
OTCYTCTBHE JIBIXaHU, JIeIsTHAs KOXKa U HETIOABUKHOCTb, TO €TI0 MOYKHO OBLIIO
MPUHSTH 32 )KHUBOTO.

Ilynbca He Obuto. OTAEPHYB pPYyKY, sl OTOILLIA OT Kpecia MOoAaibllie U
MPUHSJIACH MOTUPATh HalbIbl, KOTOPHIMU TOJIBKO YTO Kacajlach MOKOWHHUKA.
Y MeHd co37aBalioCh Takoe€ OIIYIIEHUE, YTO XOJOJ KOXH MEpTBela
npoOUpaeT MEHs 10 KOCTEH, OTYEro KOHYMKHU MaiblE€B HAYMHAIO JIOMUTH,
OyITO sl HA HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI CyHyJIa UX B JIEASIHYIO BOJY.

Hano yxonuts orctona. Pacckazars koMy-HUOYIb. A BAPYT celyac KTo-
HUOY/Ib TPUAET U MOAYMaeT, 4ToO 3TO s yousa 3toro uenoBeka? Cyns mo
BCEMY, YMEP OH HE TaK JIaBHO, MHAY€ HE BBHITVISEN Obl TaK, CIOBHO MPOCTO
yCcTal U OpUKpbUT m1a3a. Jla u B kabuHere ObLJIO YUCTO, 3HAUUT, yOUPAIHCh
HEJABHO.

[lanuka cHoBa oxBaruia MeHs. [lepBoil MBICIBIO OBLIO BEPHYTHCS
oOparHo. Haxoxxmenue B kamepe Oyner omMuHbIM anubu. CraenaB mapy
1aroB, OCTAHOBUJIACh U €IIE pa3 OKMHYJA KaOMHET B3MISAOM. UTO-TO MEHS
TPEBOXKUIIO.

3aueM, cyds MO OAEXKJE, IOBOJIBHO OOraroMy 4esOBEKY YCTpaumBaTh
pabouyr0 KOMHaTy B IIIYOOKOM MoOA3eMelibe? DTO MECTO Aake HUXKE, YeM
TIopbMa! Pa3ee 310 He cTpaHHO?

DTO 3aCTaBISLIO 3ayMaThCsl.

K Tomy ke, s HUTIe HE BUJENa BbIXOAa OTCIoAa. Sl HE cuuTaro JIBEpb, B
KOTOpYIO Bomia. He mymaro, 4To 3HaTHBIA TOCTIOAUH CTaid Obl MpoOUpaThCs
B CBOIl KaOMHET Yepe3 KaMmepy B TIOpbME. A €ClIM U CTall, TO 3a4€M BCE TakK
YCIHOKHSTh?

[To BcemMy BBIXOJUT, YTO 3TO TailHOE MecTO. My4rHa SIBHO HE XOTe,
4TOOBI O HEM 3HAJIH, MIOITOMY YCTPOWJICS TaK TIIyOOKO MOJ 3eMJIeH U clemal
TPYAHOJOCTYITHBINA BXOJI.

DTa MBICJIb HEMHOI'O YCTIOKOMJIA MEHS.



[lomolins k crosy, MelnbKOM MiIsiHYla Ha Oymaru. CHUMBOJIBI HE ObUIH
MHE 3HAKOMBbI, HO MPU 3TOM 5I CIIOKOMHO Moria ux mnpouectb. K Tomy xe,
OHH COBEPILIEHHO OTAUYAIUCH OT TEX, YTOOBI 51 YBUJIENA MO IOPOTe CIofa.

[TonmymaB HeMHOro, CHsJIa ¢ €W KyJOH M IIsAHYyNA eme pa3. Bmecto
BIIOJTHE TIOHSITHO TEKCTa YBHJIENAa JIOBOJIBHO CTPAaHHbIC 3HAUKHU, KOTOPHIE HE
CMOTJIa IPOYECTb.

KuBHyB cama cebe, Hajena KyJOH OOpaTHO U MpHUHSIACH OBICTPO
MPOTJISAIbIBaTh OyMaru, MbITasCh MOHSTh, HAJ 4eM paboTaj 3TOT YEJIOBEK.
Hy, nnu npaxos.

C KaXIpIlM MPOYUTAHHBIM TPEAJIOKEHUEM 51 Bce Ooubliie M OoJblie
3allyThIBaJlaCh. JTO TMOXOIWJIO Ha Kakue-To uccienoBaHus. CTaHOBUIOCH
MOHSITHO, YTO BOT TAK, C HACKOKA 51 TOJIKOM HUYETO HE MOUMY.

OcraBuB OyMaru B IIOKOE, aKKypaTHO CIOXKWJa UX oOpaTHo. Moe
BHUMaHUE TpPUBIEKIU KHUTH. [lomoias K cTemiaxy, BBITAUIWIN OJHY M
OCTOpPOKHO TposiucTtaia. CHUMBOJBI COBNAAAIN C TEMHU, KOTOpbIE S BUJENA
TOJIBKO YTO Ha OyMarax. 3Ha4uT, 3TO OJIMH U TOT K€ S3bIK.

Mue ObUIO MHTEPECHO, YTO HAlKUCAHO BO BCEX ATUX KHHUIax, HO f
MOHUMAJIa, YTO JIOJIT0 OCTABaThCSl B 3TOM MeCTe He MOTy. Bo-miepBhIX, 51 Bce
€lie XO4uy €cCTh. BO-BTOpBIX, MPUCYTCTBUE MEPTBEIA MEHS CHUJIBHO
HanpsraeT. B-TpeTbux, Hy>KHO UCKATh BBIXOJ.

BcnomHuB 0 mocneaHem, s 3amepia ¢ KHUTOM B pyKax. 3akpbIB ee,
mocTaBwia oOpaTHO W omisaenack. Ha mepBbiii B3, B KaOuHETe Oblia
TOJILKO OfIHA JIBeph. Heyxkenu 3TOT 4enoBeK NeHCTBUTEIBHO Monajan Croaa
yepe3 kamepy? MHTepecHO, 4eM OH CKpbIBaJl CBOM ITOBBIIIEHHBINM HHTEPEC K
CTOJIb HEMPUITISIAHOMY MECTY. Bps nu apyrue moau B 3aMKE HE 3aMETHIIH
Obl, YTO OH YaCTO IMOCENIAeT TIOpbMY. Eciau ToIbKO OH HEe padoTand KakuM-
HUOYIIb CMOTPHUTEJEM.

Kunyna B3misim Ha meprtBenia. OH BBIISIAEN Kak apucTtokpar. Passe
TakoM 4eNnoBeK OyzmeT paboTaTh MPOCTHIM TIOPEMHBIM cMOTpuTesneM? Bpsia
.

Tyt o00s3aTenbHO JOMKEH OBITh KaKOM-HUOY/Ib TMOTalWHOW BXO/I,
BEAYLIMN NPSMO K HEMY B CHAIbHIO. MM B HE3aMETHBIM, JABHO HUKEM
HerocenaeMblid kopuaop. Mnu npsimo B kaOUHET T/e-HUOYIb HaBEPXY.

3aropeBIINCh 3TOW MBICIBIO, TMPHUHSUIACH BHUMATEJILHO OIVISbIBATH
mkadsl. [1o 3akoHy kaHpa TyT 00s3aTE€IBHO JOJKEH OBITH phIYar, KOTOPHIN
OTKPBIBAECT MMOTANHYIO JBEPb.



Hckana s ouens ycepano. [Tox koHel BbITalnia BCe KHUTH, CI0KUB UX
aKKypaTHbIMH cTomkamMu nepen mkadamu. Crapangach JI€MCTBOBATH
OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOBI HE MOBPEAWTh M HE mepenyTarh. [1oToM, MOXKET OBITH,
BEPHY BCE Ha MECTO.

Hwuuero mer!

Kak Tak? Heyxenu 3TOT 4€I0BEK, B CAaMOM JieJie, MPUXOAUI CIo/Ia Yepes
HalAeHHBIN MHOIO Mpoxoji. C COMHEHHEM MOKOCHJIach Ha MepTBela. JKuBor
*KaJJ00HO KBaKHYJI, HallOMUHas O cele.

Her, ner. YUro-to a1 nmemaro He Tak. Eciv BCIIOMHUTB, TO IO JOpOre
CIO/Ia, BCE MPOXOAbI OTKPBIBAIUCH TOJIBKO C TIOMOIIbIO MO€i KpoBH. TouHO!

3aropeBIIMCh ~ HOBOM  uAeed, S  NPUHSAIACh  BHUMATEIbHO
OCMAaTpUBATHCSA, B MOMCKAX CUMBOJIOB, MOXOXKUX HAa TE€, YTO BCTPETHIIMCH
MHE B KaMepe.

CnycTs HEeKOTOpOoe BpeMs sl BCE-TaKM Halllia, 4To uckana. HebGonbias
[EeMoYKa 3HAKOB ObLla pa3MelleHa MOpsSMO Ha CTEHE MEXKAy JByMS
cTeiutaxamu. [{OBOJIBHO YCMEXHYBIIWCH, s MOIVIANEIA HA CBOK PAaHKY.
B310xHYB, CHOBa pacKOBBIpsiia €€, XMypPsICh OT OOJIH.

Jlo’kmaBIIMch, KOTJA Karlid KpOBM HAOyXHET, Ma3Hyja MajblleM 10
CHMBOJIaM M Cpa3y OToIlIa Mojajiblile. 3HAKW, KaK U BCE MPOILIbIC pa3bl
3acBeTIMCh. CO37aBalloCh TAaKOE€ BIIEYATICHUE, CJIIOBHO CHUMBOJIBI OBLIH
CKBO3HBIMH M C TOW CTOPOHBI HAa KOPOTKUU CPOK BCIIBIXHYJI OYEHb SPKHU
CBET, ITPOCOYMBIIMICS CIO/IA.

B creHe 4TO-TO MIENKHYJIO, a MOTOM OAWH W3 CTEIUIAKEH YTOHYJ B
creHe. OT HakKaTWBIIETO BOJIHEHHUS MeEHs cierka tpscino. I[lomonns k
OTKPBIBIIEMY MPOXOY, OCTOPOKHO BBITVIAHYJIA HAPYKY.

To, 4to 5 yBHAENA, KpallHE YIMBUJIO. 3aMEPEB HA MTHOBEHHUE, BOIILIA B
KOMHATY, OITIAbIBasCh 1O cropoHaMm. CraenaB mapy IIaroB, MOAOINLIA K
OIHOMY U3 CTOJOB W BHUMATEJIbHO OIVIAZEIAa MHOTOYHUCICHHBIMHU
CTEKJISTHHBIE KOJIOOUKM U mpoOupku. Ha napyrux cromax s 3ameruiia
CTpaHHbIC KOHCTPYKIIMH, CJHEJIaHHbIE U3 TPO3pauyHbIX TPyOOUeK U
MeTaJUIMYeCKUX eMKOoCTel. Bce 3To HamomuHaio 1adopaTopui0 YYEHOIO
xumuka. Mnu 4to-10 B 3TOM pOoJIE.

beu1o M 3TO MECTO 3aKOHHBIM WJIM YMEPIIWK YEJIOBEK JEHCTBOBAI
TaitHO? JIMYHO 51 CKIIOHSJIaCh KO BTOPOMY MPEAINOTI0KEHUI0. Bee BhIMIsAaEno
CIIMIIKOM Togo3puTeabHo. Ho B gaHHBIE MOMEHT MeHS Ooublie
WHTEpPECOBajla YBUJCHHAS JBEPb. DBICTPO MOAOMASA K HEW, INOHsJA, 4YTO



CHOBa IMPHUJIETCS >KEPTBOBAaTh KPOBBIO. XOpPOWIO €IIE€, YTO OJHOW KAIUIH
JOCTATOYHO.

3a nBEpbI0O MOXKHO OBUIO YBHAETh BEAYIIYIO HABEPX JIECTHHILY.
O6panoBanach. ITO TOYHO BBIXO/!

HecMoTpss Ha HeTepneHue, MOAHUMANIACh 1 MEIJIEHHO, HE TOPOMSCH.
Kto 3Haet, BApyr TyT JIOBYIIKM Kakue-HUOynb ectb. K moeil pamoctw,
HUYEro MmojoOHOro He ObUT0. Buaumo, TOT, KTO MOCTPOUII 3TO MECTO, ObLI
YBEPEH, 4TO MPOX0 a0bl KOMY HE OTKPOETCHI.

Coyctss HeKoTopoe BpeMsi s Hayal ycTaBarb. VIMEHHO mo3TOMY
oOpajsioBaiachk, Koraa yBujena Tynuk. Hakonei-to, 3To TouHo Beixon. Erne
HEMHOTO U 51 PyXHY OT rojiofa. MHe KaxKeTcsi, y MEHs Jake ToJloBa Hadasa
KpyXutbcs. Mnu 310 ot ycranoctu?

JloOpaBmivch 10 Bepxa, s yKe MPUBBIYHO OTHICKAJIa CUMBOJIbI, Ma3HyJla
[0 HUM KPOBBIO W IPUHSUIACH HETEPIICIIMBO JOXKUIATHCS, TTOKAa OTKPOETCS
JBEPb.

Korga ona oTKpbLIach, s ¢ JIFOOONBITCTBOM OKHHYJIA 30JIOTHUCTBIN
Oapbep 1 koMHary 3a HUM. Cyzsl 10 TPOMaJIHOM KpPOBaTH C OalIaXUHOM, 3TO
cnaibHs. BoT u cnaBHo. S mymana, BeyHO Oymy Ony»KJaTh MO 3TUM TalHBIM
XO/aMm.

[IpoTsiHyB pyKy, YIOCTOBEPHIACh, YTO MOTY CIIOKOMHO MPOWTH CKBO3b
30JI0TUCTYIO0 IUJIEHKY W InarHyiaa Bnepen. CraemaB ABa miara B KOMHAry,
OLlyTWJIa, KAaK CTpax JIMIKOW BOJHOM MPOKATWICS MO TeIy. 3aMmepia,
OIlyIllass HEYTO OCTPOE M XOJOIHOE OKOJIO CBOEro ropia. B romnose
MOMEHTaIbHO omnycTteno. CIoTHYJa, CKOCUB B3IVIS[ BIPaBO, Cpazy XKe
3aMeuas pyKy, JepKallyto Meu.

Kaxercs, ynaya Ha 3TOT pa3 OTBEpHYJIACH OT MEHSI.

FEXOTCTYIIIeHnEe ™ **

— Hrak? — Parnap BompocurensHo nocmorpen Ha Kpuana, koTopseiit
TOJIBKO YTO MPOBEPHII BAHHYIO KOMHATY, CHaJIbHIO U rapaepoo.

— IlycTto, — orBeTun mnoOieAHEBIIMM Mar, Opocas B3I Ha
pacciabiaenHoro Apaca.

I'maBa umMmneparopckoil cTpaXu B 3TOT MOMEHT CTOSUI B MPOXOJE,
noanupas miedoM kocsik. [locne cnoB Kpuana, oH OTTONKHYJCA U BOIIIEI B
roctuHyto. I[lotom mpoiencss Mo HEW W TPOBEPUIT OCTAIbHBIE KOMHATHI.
3aKkOHYMB C OCMOTPOM, BEPHYJCS K CTOSIIEMY MOCPEAM TOCTUHOU
UMIIEPATOPY.

— Yro-TO 3ameTri? — 3a1ai1 Bonpoc Parnap, misaas Ha npyra JeTCTBa.



— Cama ynuia, — yBepeHHO BbIan Apac.

— Coexana? — uMIepaTop yIWBICHHO BCKUHYI OpOBH, XOJOAHO TIISIS
Ha Kpuana, cmoBHO TOT JOJIKEH ObLI 3HATH OTBET.

— Kro 3naet, — orBetun Apasc. — Ho Bce BBIVISIAWUT Tak, CIOBHO OHA
IIPOCTO MPOCHYJIACH, OJIENACh U YIILIA.

— Kyna neBa Morma moiTy nmocpeay HOUM? — UMIIEPATOP HAXMYypPHIICS.
EMy He HpaBuwioce npoucxojsmee. — ECTb JIM BEpOATHOCTb, YTO €€
BBIKpAJIH?

— He uckitouaro, — KuBHyJI Apac.

— ITonckoBOE 3aKiIMHAHKE, — UMIIEPATOP MEPEBEI B3N Ha KpuaHa.

BepxoBHBIN Mar TyT K€ KMBHYJ M B3MaxHyJI PyKOH, MPOLIENTAaB Hapy
cioB. Ha camom Jniene, mpou3HOCHUTH CJI0BA 3aKIIMHAHUE HE 00s3aTENbHO, HO
Tak 3¢dexTuBHOCTH OyneT Bbimie. Kpuan mocuuran, 4yTto cedvyac He Ta
CUTYallMsi, YTOOBI MpEeHEeOperarh JUIITHUMHU ILIAaHCAMMU.

Ilocne storo B BO3AyXe MaTepUaNU30BajlCsi KIyOOK CBETALIUXCS
pa3HolBEeTHBIX HUTEH. OgHa U3 HUX (KpacHas) Opajia Hayajao OKOJO CaMOro
Kpuana, Bropas (cuHsisi) BbIXOAMIIA U3 TpyAu Apaca.

Kpuan Hudero oObSICHATH HE CTall, BCE 3[1€Ch MPUCYTCTBYIOLIUE U TaK
3HaJIM, KaKk Bce 3To padotaeT. [lonckoBbie 3aKIMHAHUS OTIMYAIHUCH IPYT OT
npyra. IMeHHO 3TO ObUIO JOBOJBHO MPOCTHIM. Bce »KuBblE CylIecTBa,
JIBUTAsICh, OCTaBIIAIOT MoOcje cels ciel B IpocTpaHcTBE. UeM MeHble
IPOLLJIO BpEMEHU, TeM sipue ciel. Co BpEMEHEM OH TYCKHEET, a MOTOM
MOJIHOCTBIO UCYE3AET.

Cromno crnenaMm MpOSIBUTHCS, KaK BCEM Cpa3y CTaJ0 MOHATHO, YTO I10
KOMHAare B TMOCJIEJHUE HECKOJIbKO YacOB IMEpPEABUTAIUCh TOJIbKO TpH
yenoBeka — Kpuan, Apac u niporasiiasi AeBa.

— Hukoro nocroponHero, — mpouszHec Kpwuan, MogHsAB B3DISIA HA
paBUTEIIS.

— 3HAUWT, OHA YyIIIJIa cama, — MOABITOXKUI Parnap.

Pa3BepHyBIIMCh, OH TMpoCHeAWSI B3MISIAOM 3a TeM, Kak Oenas
CBETSIIASICA HUTh BBIXOAWT 3a Npeaenbl KoMHarbl. Hemonro nymas, OH
nomiesl Boepen. Beliiass M3 KOMHAaThl, BHUMATEIbHO NONISAEN HA CIIEN,
YXOISAIIUNA BIITYOb KOpUJIOpA.

NmMneparop MaxHysl pyKOM W NOIIEN Tyda, Kyda YKa3blBall CIEN, YBOIS
Bcex 3a co0oil. Uepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMsi OHU BCE OCTAHOBUIIHC.

— Cnen oOpsiBaercs, — o3By4yms1 oueBugHoe Kpuan, paccmarpuBas
I1aJIKo 0Ope3aHHyI0 HUTh, KOHYMK KOTOPOIi 3aBUC B Bo3ayxe. — BepHee, kTo-



TO €r0 CTep.

Parmap xmypo momkan TyObl, BbIpaxkas TEM CaMbIM CBOE
HEYJIOBOJIbCTBUE.

— Ona Momia cenaTh 3To caMa? — CIPOCUIT OH.

— Mol ummneparop, y MEHs HET OTBETA, — MOKJIOHUBIIKUCH, IPOU3HEC
Kpuan. — Korma Mbl OecenoBaiu ¢ JCBOM, OHA BBITVIsAJENA YAUBICHHOM
MHOTHMMH BellaMu. MHe 1oKa3aioch, 4YTO OHA HE CBEAYIIA B MAruwu.

— Ho Thl He 3Haemb TOYHO, — MOJBEN UTOT uUMIieparop. — EcTe aBa
BapuaHTa: MO0 oHa cOexana cama, nuOO0 ee Bbikpanu. Kpuan, oHa He
MOKa3bIBaJIa JKeJaHus cOexaTh?

Mar Haxmypuics.

— $1... HE UCKITI0YAI0 TAKYH BEPOSITHOCTh, — OCTOPOXHO MPOU3HEC Mar.

— YTo ThI MMEEIIb B BUY? — MTHOBEHHO 3aHTEpecoBajcs Paruap.

Kpuan crnerka 3amsics, pa3smblllisis: CTOMT JM, BOOOIE, 4TO-IHOO
rOBOpUTH. B UTOre, OH pelniI, YTO yTauBarh HE HYKHO.

— JleBa He »xemama 3amyK, — BbIJAJl OH U 3aMep, C HANPSHKECHUEM
CMOTPS Ha BJIIACTUTEIA.

Crosmuii psIoM I7aBa CTpakei, rpoMomIacHo paccMesics. [1o kakon-
TO MPUYMHE OH HAXOJWJI MPOUCXOsIIee KpaliHe 3aHuMaresbHbiM. Hago xe,
JIeBa HE 3axXO0Telia 3aMyXX 3a uMmriieparopa u cOexana. KoMy pacckaxu, He
noBepsT! Heyxkenu cymecTByoT Takue AeByIKu? XoTea Obl OH €€ YBUCTh.

— OHa cama tak ckazana? — xononHo crpocun Parnap. I[Iycts oH cam He
JKeJadl HMMEHHO OJTy JeBy, HO ciioBa KpuaHa eMmy COBEpILIEHHO HE
MTOHPABWJINC.

— Jla, — oTBeTHII Mar, MbITAsICh NPEICTaBUTh, HACKOIBKO CUJIbHBIN YPOH
NPUYUHWIM €r0 CII0Ba caMoJito0ui0 nMmrneparopa. — OHa BecbhMa HACTOMYUBO
’KeJalia monactb ooparHo qoMoi. M Besiuecku naBania MOHSTh, 4TO CBaJib0a ¢
KeM ObI TO HU OBLIO B €€ IIJIaHbl HE BXOJIUT.

Apac cHoBa paccMesics. ImnepaTop HaxXMypuIIcs €I1e CUIbHEE.

— MHe 3Ta neBa yxe HpaBUTCA! — rpOMbIXHYH OH. — KpuaH, ckaxu, oHa
KpacuBas?

— BecbMa, — MTHOBEHHO OTO3BAJICSI Mar, HE pa3ayMbIBas HU MHUHYTHI.
[Ipy >TOM OH C TIIATEIBbHO MOJABIISIEMBIM HMHTEPECOM NOINISAbIBA HaA
npasutens. Cyns no Juily uMmneparopa, ciiopa Kpuana emy He HpaBsTCH.

— Pemeno! — 6pocun Apac. — TBoe BenM4eCTBO, €CIU HE XOYElIb ATy
JIEBY, TOT/Ia OTJal ee MHE. BuanTCs MHE, 4TO XapaKTep Y He€ OTMEHHBIN!



Nmneparop Opocun Ha Apyra pa3apakeHHbld B3nsa. OH caMm ee elle
He Buzen! Kak 3to otnain?

— OObICKaTh BECh 3aMOK, — IMPOU3HEC OH, PE3KO Pa3BEPHYBLIUCH. —
CBepxy nonm3y. IIpoBeputh Bce BbIXOIBI. JIONMPOCUTH CIYT, TOCTEHN 3aMKa,
cTpaxeil. Beex!

Crosiliue HEMONAJIEKY CTPaXKHUKHU TYT K€ OTHATU YECTh U YMUAIHNCh
BBINIOJHATH TpuKa3 umieparopa. C Parnmapom octanca tonbko Kpuan u
Apoac. U ecnu mepBbIil BRITVISIET CEPhE3HBIM (JIOBOJILCTBO Peakiiveil Opara
OH CTapajicsi CKpPbITh KaK MOXHO TIIATEJIbHEE), TO BTOPOW MPOAOJIKAI
yABIOATHCSI, TOXKHUIAsICh OTBETA UMITepaTopa.

Parnap, noHsB, 4TO CTapbli IPyT HE OTCTAHET OT HETO, OKUHYJI €r0 €IIIe
pa3 HelOBOJIBHBIM B3IIsiI0M. Ho ToMy mo/100HO€E OBLIO Kak 00 CTEHY TOpOX.
Kazanoce, uem cuiibHEE 31IUTCS UMIIEPATOP, TEM BECEIEE CTAHOBUTCS ApAC.

— Her, — kopotko otBeTmi Parnap. — S Oyny y ce0sl.

Cka3aB 3T0, MMIIEPATOP HANPABWICS B CTOPOHY CBOMX NMOKOEB. OH u
caM HE MOr TOJKOM CKa3arb, IIO4EMY TaK OCTpo orpearupoBai. OH
JNEUCTBUTENILHO HE >Kejan OpaTh B KEHbI HEU3BECTHYIO paHee JIEBY, HO MPHU
3TOM YTO-TO BHYTPHU HETO OTKAa3bIBAJIOCh OTJABAThb €€ KOMY-TO JIPYyTrOMY.
CnoBHO OH yX€ CUMTAJI €€ CBOCH. A CBOMM UMIIEpATOp HUKOTAA HE JIFOOWII
nenuThes. He roBopst yske 0 TOM, 4TOOBI MPOCTO OTJATh.

K Tomy ke eMy He NOHpaBWJICS HACTpOW JeBbl. Ero HECKOJIBKO
VIUBIISUIO €€ HEeXEJIaHUE BBIXOAUTH 3aMy. EMy Bcerjga kazanaoch, 4TO HET
Ha CBETE JKCHUIMHBI, HE MOXKEJIABIIECH CTaTh JKCHOM mpaBuUTENsA. Benb 310
rapaHTUpyeT OOrarCTBO U JOCTONMHYIO KM3Hb HE TOJBKO €i, HO U €€ JETAM,
BHYKaM U Tak jajee. Pa3zBe MOXET KTO-TO OTKa3aThCsl OT MOA00HOT0? A eciu
MOXeET, To KakoBa npuuuHa? IIpoctoe Hexenanue? Imymoctu. ITogobHOTO
POCTO OBITH HE MOKET.

BepositHee Bcero, 310 npocto urpa. Caenare BUA, YTO HE XOYElIb, TEM
CaMbIM MOBBIIIAasi UHTEPEC K ce0€ y MPOTUBOIOI0KHON CTOPOHBI.

Nmneparop nHaxmypusicst cuiibHee. OH A0KEeH ObLT MPU3HATh, UTO 3TOT
XOJ I pe3yibTar. Bpsaa a1y TOJIBKO 3TO 3aCTAaBUT €ro IMOXKENIAaTh B3STh €€ B
YKEHBI, HO HEKUH MHTEPEC B HEM BCE-TaKU MPOCHYJICA.

Bosne ero cmanen crosuin cinyxkaHkd. OOBIYHO B 3TO BpeMsl OH
MPEANOYNTAN CIaTh, HO CETOJIHS UCKIIFOUUTEIbHBIN JI€Hb, IO3TOMY CIYyTH U
HaXOJWINCh TMOOJU30CTH, TOTOBBIE B JIIOOOW MOMEHT YCIYXUTh CBOEMY
TOCTIOJIUHY.



— IIpuroroBeTe BaHHYI, CMEHHYIO OJICK]Y, JITKUM 3aBTPa U MOXKETE
ObITh CBOOOJIHBI, — MPUKA3aJl OH, HAYMHAS Pa3/I€BATHCS.

Yepe3 HEKOTOpoO€ BpeMs OH OTHYCTHI MPUCIYTY M pPacciadiIeHHO
pasiercs B BAHHOU.

MpICIIM MTHOBEHHO BEPHYJIUCH K TOW, KTO CTaHET €ro K€HOU. Tereps,
KOTJla Kpyr yTepsiH, He ObUI0O BO3MOXHOCTH HAKOMUTh DJHEPrusi u
IIEPEMECTUTH TY, KOTO OH K€JlaJ U3HAYalbHO. A pa3 Tak, 3HAUUT, Y HETO €CTh
TOJIBKO OJWH BBIXOJI.

Bce 310 He HpaBwioch uMmneparopy. [la m mpomaka AeBbl BhINIALETA
nojo3putenbHoi. Bee ¢ camoro Hayana nomnuio He Tak. CHayana cOUThIE
HAaCTPOWKH, 3aTEM B30PBAaHHBIN KPYT, POIIaXa JECBBHI.

Bpsin mm B Mupe HaWIETCA XOTh OJIMH YEJIOBEK WM JPAKOH, KOTOPBIN
NOCYUTaN OB, UYTO BCE 3TO MPOCThIE CIydarHOCTH. J[F0OOMY MOHSATHO, YTO
IIPOM3OIIEIIEE B3aUMOCBI3aHO.

Apac mpaB, KTO-TO HE XOYeT, 4ToObl ummeparop o63aseics xeHoil. U
Parnap nmaxke 3HaJ, KTO MMEHHO 3TOT HEXKEJIAOIINMN.

CHayana oHU COMIM HACTOMKM MOpTaja, HaJlesaCh, YTO SHEPTHS MPOCTO
YUJET BIYCTYIO U UM IPUAETCS TPATUTH BpEMs Ha mepe3apsaky. BepostHo,
OHU pacCUMThIBAIM HA OoJyiee CuibHBINA 3 (deKT. Thicaya akTaHOB JOBOJIBHO
MHOT0, HO €CJIM IT0CTaparbCsi, TO C HATSKKOU 32 MECSII] cOOpaTh X MOXKHO.

Bpar Toxe 3T0 MOHsI, MO3TOMY MOIIET Ha OTYasHHBIE MEPHI U B30PBaJl
kpyr. Ho mpu 3Tom ocraBamachk AeBa, KOTOpas MO KaKOM-TO HEBEPOATHOMU
CIIy4allHOCTH OKa3aiach OOJiajaTelIbHULIeH JpakoHbel KpoBu. [IpoTuBHUK
HE MOT OCTaBUTh 3TO O€3 BHUMAaHUA.

IToka oHM OBUIM OTBJIEYEHBI B3PHIBOM, OH KAKUM-TO 00pa30M BbIMAaHMII
JIEBY U3 KOMHATHI U yBell. ECTh OoJblas BEPOATHOCTD, YTO JIEBYLIKY YOHIIH.
Ho wmmneparop comHeBaics, 4TO KTO-TO IIOMAET Ha 3T0. MM BbIromHee
CIpsiTaTh €€ rJe-HuOy/lb, a MOTOM, KOT/la BCE HEMHOTO YTUXHET, BEIBECTH U3
3aMKa.

JpakoHOB B 3TOM Mupe Hemano. [lopranbHbie Kpyru UMEOTCS TOJIBKO B
UMIIEpAaTOPCKUX ceMbAX. JleBa ¢ IOpakOHbENM KpPOBBIO — BECHMA IIEHHAs
noObya. Hu onuH JpakoH HE CTaHET yOMBaTh HEYTO CTOJb JOPOroe u
peakoe. Ho noxurureneM Mor ObITh IpocTOi uenoBek. JIroasM Bce paBHO Ha
poOJieMbl APAKOHOB, IO3TOMY OH HE CTaHET IIaUTh €€ TOJbKO MOTOMY, 4TO
OHa KOTJIa-HUOY/Ib MOXET POAUTH KAKOMY-HUOYIb APAKOHY TS,

Ho npu stoM mrogum BechbMa kagHbl. EciiM MOXUTUTENb SBISIETCS
YEJIOBEKOM, TO OH MOXKET MOAAAThCS alT4HOCTH. [[eBy Bep MOXKHO MPOJATh



JIPAKOHAM MHOU UMIIEPUH.

A ecim ynuia caMa, 3HaQ4WAT, MAarM4eCKW cwibHa. Momia nu oHa cama
CTaTh BUHOBHHUIICH, 4YTO MOPTAJIbHBIA Jy4 IOMEHSJI TPACKTOPUIO? ITO
HEBO3MOXXHO. BrpoyeM, KTO 3HAET, KaKue BO3MOXHOCTH €CTh y MaroB W3
uHOTrO Mupa. He cTout oTpunath BEpOoSTHOCTh TOTO, YTO MOJAOOHOE BIIOTHE
BO3MOXHO.

3akOHYMB C BaHHBIMU TpoleAypaMH, ParHap NOIHSUI U BbILIEI.
[TpocymuB K0Xy M BOJOCHI, OH OOJAuMJICSi B CMEHHYIO OJIEXKIY, PEIIWB
nopaboTarh €uie HEMHOro. YCHYTh OH BCE PaBHO HE YCHET, JO0KHAASICH
U3BECTHUM, a IPOCTO TAK TEPATH BPEMS OH HUKOT/A HE JIFOOMII.

BpocuB B3mis Ha MOJHOC HA CTOJIE, UMIIEPATOP MOAHSI KPBILIKY U CeJl
Ha CTyJd. B3siB BWJIKY M HOX, OH Y€ cOOpajics NPUMEHUTh HUX IO
Ha3HAYCHUIO, KAK YCJbBIIAI MOJO3PUTENBHBIN IIYyM, UAYIIHA CO CTOPOHBI
CTCHBI.

MemieHHO Monoxuia npuOopsl, OH BCTal W BbITaumil med. Korma oH
3aMETWJI, KaK 4aCTh CTEHBI CIBUHYJIACH, CIIOBHO B 3TOM MECTE€ HAXOJWJIACH
JBEPb, TO PE3KO MPUOIU3UIICS U 3aTUX COOKY, IEpEeXBaThiBasi Opyx ue Oosee
yno0HO. OH MOHSATUSI HE UMEJ, YTO B €r0 KOMHATHI MOXKET BECTH MOTANHOM
BxoJ. Ho kT0 Mor npuittu k Hemy u 3aueM? Bpar? [Touemy ceiiuac? Kakyro
LEJIb OH MPECIENYET?

3arauB apixanue, Parnap npuinypuics, Beikuaas. Ha Beskuil ciyyai
OH JIayK€ CBOE OIIYLIEHNE MPUCYTCTBUS MOAABHUJL.

Korma nBeps MOTHOCTBIO OTKPBUIACh, TO B KOMHATy KTO-TO BOIIIE.
NMnepaTtopy XBaTWjiO OJHOTO B3INIAJa, YTOOBI OMNPEIEIUTh B YEJIOBEKE
JEBYLIKY.

B 1O X MrHOBeHME OH MOAAJICS BIIEPEN, NPUCTABISISA M€Y K TOPIIY.
JleBylka MOMEHTAJbHO 3aMepiia, CJIerkKa 3aapokaB. Parmap Haxmypwuics,
Hampsrasch eIe CcuiibHee. JTO, JOJDKHO ObiTh, JIOByHIKa. OH ceifuac
paccinabuThCA, a OHA B TOT K€ MOMEHT aTakyer.

PackycuB ee, OH Hakajq Ha M€Y CUJIbHEE, OCTaBJss HAa KOXKE TOHKYIO
napanuuy. Bo3ayx TyT ke HaroJHWICS 0OBOJAKMBAIOIIUM 3allaXxOM KPOBH.
JleBy11Ka B3IpOTHYJIA, HO HE CABUHYJIACh C MECTA, OLICTIEHEB.

WNmneparop B3moxHyn niyOxe, pactepsBiminch. OH elle He ycmeln
NOJyMaTh, a pyKa € 3aKaThIM C HE MEYOM YK€ OTAEPHYNIACh.

JpakoHbst KpOBb?



I1aBa 3

Korzaa yenoBek oTaepHy pyKy ¢ MEYOM OT MOETO Topiia, S B3JOXHYJIA C
oOneruenuem. llepBpiIM MouM >keinaHueM ObUIO OTOMTH MOJAJbIIE, HO S
CUJION 3acTaBuiia ce0sl CTOSTh CIIOKOMHO. Maso u, BAPYT pe3Koe BHKEHHE
CIPOBOLIUPYET €ro, U OH Pe(IEKTOPHO MEHS 3apeKeT. YMUPATh TaK PaHO S
TOYHO HE IUIaHUPOBAJIA.

Korpa 3a cimHOW MOcCIbIIIaICs MIOPOX, s HEMPOU3BOIBHO B3IPOTHYJIA.
HepBbl omymanncs HATAHYTBIMHM CTPYHAaMH, 3BEHSAIIMMH W TOHKUMHU.
Kazanoce, XBaTUT MaJIEUIIETO IBU>KEHUS U OHU JIOITHYT.

Yepes napy cekyH (ITOKa3aBIIMXCS MHE BEYHOCTHIO!) UEIOBEK BBILIEIN
U3-32 MOEW CIIMHBI M BCTAJ MEPENO0 MHOW. Sl MOAHANA TOJIOBY, TYT K€
MOHUMAs1, YTO CETOJHS MOS yJada PENINIa IOMaxaTb MHE XBOCTOM.

Korna s momnana B 3TOT MUp, JIULIO 3TOTO YeJIOBEKa ObLIIO EPBBIM, YTO 5
yBuzena. Tak 9YTO €CTEeCTBEHHO s ero 3amoMHuia. OCOOEHHO B3MISAN —
HEJOBOJIbHBIM, TSKEIJIBIA TaKOHM, OyATO S B YEM-TO CUJIBHO MPOBUHUIIACH.

— JloOpoe yTpo, — mpoOopMoOTasa, JUXOPaAOoyHO MbITAsACh NPUAYMATh
cebe ompaBaHue.

W yropazauio ke HaTKHyTbcs npsiMo Ha umneparopa! 1 nouemy Bbixon
IIPUBEJI MEH B 3Ty KOMHary? 5l Obl Iipearnousa, Hanpumep, KyXHIO.

— Krto TBI? — cripocuit OH, a 1 HAa MTHOBEHME 3ajepkana abixanue. 11o
Tely MpoKaTWiach Jpoxb. S enBa ycneiaa NOJABUTh B cede jKelaHue
OTIIATHYThCA. A-a-a, TOPOrOW HMMIIEPATOP, TAKOM TOJIOC HYKHO 3alpETHUTh
3aKOHOM! DTO K€ OpYKHE MACCOBOT0 )KEHCKOTO MOPaXKEHU!

CrnoTHyB, s OKMHYJa 4ejoBeka repea colOoil 0osiee BHUMATEIbHBIM
B3IVIS,AOM. BBICOKMIA, HaBEpHOE, HE MEHBIIE METP JACBSIHOCTO, TEMHbBIE
BOJIOCHI, CEPBIE TPO30BBIE IN1a3a, POBHBIA HOC, YIPAMBIE YETKO OYEPUYEHHBIE
ryObl, BBICOKME CKYJIbI, MYKECTBEHHBII MOA00pPOAOK. UTO-TO MHE KapKo
cramo! Ho 3amyx 3a Hero s Bce paBHO He xouy. lllecroe wyBCTBO,
PaCIIOIOKEHHOE MOHUKE CIHUHBI, MOJCKA3bIBAET MHE, YTO MPOOJIEM C 3TUM
OpaxoM OyJeT MHOTO.

[loHsB, 4TO OT MEHs MO-NPEXHEMY JKIYyT OTBETa, s coOpayiack U
COCTPOWJIa CEPBE3HOE BBIPAKCHUE JIMIA, BBIIPAMHUB IPA 3TOM CIUHY M
BTSIHYB JKHBOT.

— 1 He MecTHas, — BbLAAJIA, [TOAYMAaB, YTO HUYETO CKPBIBaTh HE CTaHY.
Cwmbicn? Kpunan Bce paBHO BHJEN MEHs, U NPHU IMEPBOM BO3MOKHOCTH



BbIAACT. — M3 Apyroro mMupa, — yrouyHuia.

Nmneparop Haxmypuiics. Ero B3misx cTan ocTpee, CJIOBHO OH IBITAJICA
BCKPBITh MOM 4Uepen WU y3HarTh npasay npsmo u3 Hero. Kyte! IlomaButhb
JIpOXb Ha ATOT pa3 HE yHanoch. Xorela OOXBATUTH Ce0s pyKaMu, HO HE
cTaja.

Bot yx npaBna — B3nisig ApakoHa!

Korna on mnporsHyn pyky, s enBa caepkaia ceOsi, 4yToObl He
OTHPBITHYTh. [[pUKOCHYBIIUCH K paHE HA II€€, OH MPOBEJ MO HEW MaiblEM,
3acTaBlIsAsl APOXkKaTh cuiibHee. OT BOJHEHUSI Y MEHS MOJIOTHYJIUCH KOJICHH, a
Cepille B TPYIU 3aKOJOTWIOCH TaK, 4TO s Oosutach OIIOXHYTh. Jlerkas
HIUIUIoIIas 00Jap Ha IIee MOoYTH MTHOBEHHO mpouuia. [IpaBaa, st He cpasy
3TO 3aMETHUJIA.

YOpaB pyKy, My>4HHa €Ile pa3 Omsge]d MEHs. 3aKOHYMB OCMOTpP, OH
IIOCMOTPEI Ha OTKPBITHIN MPOXO 34 MOEU CITMHOM.

IToTrporaB pykoil ropso, s OTHsIJIa PyKy M OIIAZENIa €€, HO KPOBU HE
yBuaena. 3aneunn? Mnu yto? HenousarHo.

— [Touemy ThI yiina U3 cBoei KOMHAThI? — 3aian oH Bompoc. Oboiias
MEHSI, My>KUYHHA TIOJIOMIEN K 30JIOTUCTOM IJICHKE U 3aMep.

S BBIIOXHYA, pa3BOPAYUBASCH.

— MeHnst 9TO-TO pa3dyauiIo0, — HaYaja s pacckas3, HEMHOTO PacclialIsisiCh.
Tonbko celyac s 0CO3HaNA, MOJl KAKUM CUJIbHBIM JaBJICHUEM HaXOJUJIACh
COBCEM HeJaBHO. — Sl BcTana v moyyBCTBOBaja royoj. Pemmmia, 4to HUYEro
CTPAIIHOTO HE CIIYYUTCS, €CIU S MONAY Y NMOUILY KyXHIO, — Ha 3TUX CJIOBaX
UMIIEPATOP PE3KO PA3BEPHYIICS U BHUMATEIBHO OKUHYJ MEHS B3INIsA10M. BorT,
CHOBa JaBiieHue. Takoe olrylieHne, OyITo Ha MEHSI CMOTPST THICSIYM JIOACH
pazom.

— ThI MOITIa TIONIPOCUTH, — IPOU3HEC OH.

— Jla? — s ynuBuiach. — U koro? B kopumope HUKOro He ObLIO.

— Huxoro?

On Benp yauBwics, na? Bpome Obl B rojgoce OTYETIMBO ClIbIIIANACH
HOTKA YAUBJICHUS, HO JINIIO HUYETO MOI00HOTO HE BBIPAXKAIIO.

— Ilom nBepbl0 TOYHO HHUKOTO HE OBUIO, — TMPOJMOIDKUNA S
pacckasbiBaTh. — [IoTOM MHE BCTpETHJIACh Iapa YEJIOBEK, HO sl HE CTalla y
HUX HAYETO CIpalmBarh. Majo jiu, KTO 3TO TaKHe.

— W kak ke Thl pacCUMTHIBAJIA B HE3HAKOMOM 3aMKE OTBICKATh KYXHIO? —
MIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.



— Ilo 3anaxy, — oTBeTHsia 4ecTHO. [ 1e-To 1yOOKo BHYTpH 5 ollyliania,
YTO TAKOM OTBET MOX0XK Ha DIyNOCTb, HO 4YTO s €IIE€ MOIVIa CKa3arb?
CrpaHHO, HO MOW OTBET IOYEMY-TO HE yaAuBWI umneparopa. K stomy
MOMEHTY $1 TIOYTH MOJHOCTHIO Mpuiia B ce0s. M mycTb B3mIsig My YUHbI
BCE €IlI€ HalpAraj, HO MEepBOHAYaJIbHAs MAaHHWKA Mpoluia. — A MOTOM Ha
MEHSI HaIlaJIu.

— [ToapoOHee, — moTpebdoBall JpakoH.

— Hy, s cnyckanace BHU3. Ecim ciieioBath JIOTMKE, TO KyXHS
o0s13aTeNIbHO JIOJDKHA OBITh TNIe-TO Ha HWXKHUX dTaxax. He ycmena 4
OTKPBITh OYEPEAHYIO JBEPb, KAK OHA OTKpPbLIACh, U TMOKA3aJICsS YeIOBeK. S
naxe u3BuHWiIace! Mnu Het? — mpoOopMoTana TUXO, MBITasiCh BCIIOMHUTH
KaKk Bce Obuio. — B o0mieM, oH sBHO Kyma-To Toponwicsi. He ycnena s
BBIJJOXHYTh, KaK OH CXBAaTWJI MEHsI, MIOTOM CKPYTHJI OTHEHHOW BEpPEBKOW,
3aKMHYJ ce0e Ha IJIeUO U YTAIlWII B Ballly MECTHYIO TIOPbMY.

— B nopzemenbe? U kak e Thl BbIOpaiach?

— Jla, nMeHHO Tyza. Y Bac TaM KpbICHl. BbI 3Ham? — 3a71aB BONpocC, Ha
OTBET 51 HE pacCUUThIBaa. BCIIOMHUB 00 3TUX OTBPATUTENIbHBIX I'PHI3YHAX,
nepeaepHyJia Iie4aMu, CKPUBUBILIHKCH.

— Jlanbmie? — motrpeOoBam UMIEpPATOp, SIBHO HE pas3jielisisi MOETro
HETOJIOBAHMUSL.

becuyBCTBEHHBIN KyCOK KamMH:!

— A panpuie y MEHs NOJYyYMJIOCh OTKPBITh MPOXOHA, — CO B3JI0XOM
npousHecna 1. — CoycTwiach BHU3, a TaM KaOuWHeT ¢ MmeprBerioM. Kuuru
BCsiKME, Jaboparopusa. 3a Heil JsectHuna. [logHsnack 1mo HedW W momana
Clo/1a, — MepecKasal s KpaTKo, PEIIUB, YTO BCE PABHO MPUAETCS MOKA3bIBaATh,
TaK 4TO HEYEro CJIOBA TPATUTh.

NmnepaTop ABHO yJOBHJI CMEHY MOErO HACTPOEHHUsS, TaK YTO HUYETO
OoxblIe cipamuBarh He ctai. [logoiiast K CToy, OH B3IVISIHYJI HA MEHS.

— Wnm cromga, — ckazan oH. CHauasia s XOTena OCTaTbCsl HA MECTE, HO
IIOTOM MOHW B3IJILJ yhajd Ha MOAHOC C €40M, a HOC YJIOBWJ amllleTUTHBIN
apomar. Heyxenu meHsa nokopMmsat? HacTpoeHue MrHOBEHHO MOAHSIIOCH C
OTMETKU «HHUYETOo OOJIbIIIE HE CKaXy» J0 «ITOT UMIIEpATOp MHE Jaxe
HEMHOTO HpaBUTCsS». S He mojponuia, a OyKBaJIbHO MOJJIETENa HA KPBUIbSIX
mo0BHu. OCTaHOBUBIIKMCH BO3JIE CTOJA, B3sla CeOSl B PYKH M PaBHOIYIITHO
norsijiesia Ha My>KuuHy. — Caauch U €lib.

O, 3TO MeCHs aHTesoB, HE NHaYe!



Koneuno, mepeunth s He crana, cela W C HETEPIICHUEM OITIsAIesa
NpeMIOKEeHHYI0 nuily 0oroB. Ha mMmmeparopa si B 3TOT MOMEHT oOpaiiasa
BHUMAaHUsI MEHbIIIE, YEM Ha BCE OCTAIbHYIO OOCTaHOBKY.

B peanbHOCTh s BEpHyJach TOJIBKO IOCIE TOro, Kak IepexeBasa
MOCIEIHAN KycoueK. bia)keHHO B3J0OXHYB, OTKMHYJIACh HA CIIUHKY CTyJa U
3KMYypUIIach, TOAABIISAA 3€BOK. BOT Tenepb MHE XO4YETCs CHaTh.

MoprayB napy pas, omsiienaach, HaTbIKasiCh B3MISIIOM HA UMIIEpATopa u
®upa. OHu 00a CTOSJIM OKOJIO BXOJa U O UYEM-TO THXO pasroBapuBaiu. U
xoraa 3to @up ycren npuiTu?

— bapbep cenpmoro tuma. Kimrodom MoxeT OBbITH Bce, 4TO yrogHo. Yare
BCETO TaKkue Oaphephbl HACTPAMBAIOTCS HA OJHOTO YEJIOBEKA WIIH JPaKOHA.

Ilocie 3TMX C€IIOB My>KYMHBI NOBEPHYJIHCh B MOK CTOpOHY. Ha wux
JULAX OTYETIIMBO ObUT BUAEH BOIIPOC.

— KpoBb, — npounsHecna, mogHuMas pyKy € IMOPAHEHHBIM MaJbLIEM. —
XoTs, HEeT, — 3alHylnach s, HaxMypuBasicb. — CaM Oapbep s HUKaK HeE
oTKphIBaja. OH MPOCTO MPOIYCTUII MEHS, U BCE.

— Ero u He 00s3aTebHO OKPOIUISATH KPOBBIO, — DUp ueMy-TO KUBHYI. —
BepositHee Bcero, Oapbep ObLT HACTPOEH HA HOCHUTEJEH OMpe/eIeHHON
KpPOBH.

— Pa3Be 310 He crTpaHHO? — cmpocwia s. Bcra, momomnuia Onumxe,
NOMISIABIBAS. HA MEPEIUBAIONIIYIOCS 30JI0TOM IUIEHKY. — S Bellb momnania croza
HegaBHO. OTKy/1a KTO-TO MOT 3HaTh, Kakasi y MEHsI KPOBb?

®up MoYEeMy-TO TAKEJIO B3JOXHYIL.

— bapeepsl cenpmMoro THma, — Ha4aJ OH MEHTOPHBIM TOHOM, OyATO s
Obl1a HEepaguBOM yYCHHICH, HE MOHHUMAIOIIEH MaTepuai, a OH CTapbiM H
YCTaBIIUM OT IIIYNOCTU CTYJEHTOB YUUTENIEM, — CTaBATCSI OOBIYHO B MECTaX,
JOCTYIT K KOTOPBIM OTKPBIT JIUIIb ONMPEACICHHBIM CEMbSIM M UX ITOTOMKAM.
Hanpumep, B UMIIEpaTOPCKYI0 COKPOBUIIHHUILY MOXKET BOWTH TOJBKO CaMm
UMIIEPATOP, €r0 ChIH, BHYK, ITPABHYK U TaK Jajiee.

— O, — s ynuBiaeHHO MoprHyna. — [lomy4yaercss s MOTOMOK TOro
mepTBena? Ho kak 3To BO3MOxkHO? S TOJNBKO BUepa MpUObLIA B 3TOT MUP U
BOOOIIIE, HE BbI JIM CKa3aJIl MHE, YTO 5 [oNaJia Clofia CIIy4aiHo.

— Jla, — @up kuBHYyJI. — MHE U caMOMy MHTEpECHO. [ 0BOpHIlb, BUIEIA
TaM JiabopaTopuio? — Iia3a Mara 3aropeiuch kaxaou 3Hanud. [lo ero Bumy
Cpa3y CTaHOBUJIOCH MOHSITHO, YTO EMY UyJOBUIIIHO UHTEPECHO.

— Ara, — ¢ ynpiOkOil mpousHecna 5, a MOTOM J00aBHUiia 3MeeM
UCKycHUTeNleM: — A elle Kyya KHUT U pa3HbIX Oymar. MepTBbIii My>KUMHA



SIBHO BEJI KAKHE-TO HUCCIICIOBAHUSL.

ITocne stux cioB @up easa He 3arpsiccs. OH mopoiiesn K Oapbepy
Onuke U TPUHSJICA TOChUIaTh B HET0 pa3HOLBETHbIE HCKPBL. S C
JIFOOOIIBITCTBOM 3a HUM HaOmronaia. I[Ieitaercsa B3iomMars?

— A pa3Be yepe3 HEro Heab3sl MPOBECTH? — CIPOCWIIA 51, BCIIOMHUB
npouuTaHHubie poHTE3U KHUTH. — Hy, 3HaeTe, B3STh 3a pyKy U MPOUTH yepes
HEro BMECTE.

®up ocranoBuica. OH MOCMOTpPEN HA MEHS, a IOTOM, HE LEPEMOHSICh,
CXBaTHUJI 32 PYKY, ACPHYBIIUCH BIEPE.

— JlaBait mompoOyem.

— [locrourte! — KpUKHYNa 51, IBITAsACh OCTAHOBUTH €T0.

@up HEXOTSA OCTAaHOBWICS, INISIAS HA MEHS BOIIPOCUTEIBHO.

— MHe kaxercs, s JOJKHA TTIOWTH TEPBOU, — OTJIAAEBIIUCH, I BEPHYJIACH
K CTOJNy Y B3su1a B pyku BWIKY. [logoiinst oOpaTHO K Gapbepy, TKHYJa B HETO
CTOJIOBBIM TpuOOpoM. IlneHka TyT ke MOKpbLIach psiObl0, HO BUIKY HE
npomyctuia. [locime 3Toro s omyctuia pyKy BHU3 M IIarHyna 3a Oapbep,
KpaeM IJla3a 3amedasi, YTO HMIEpaTop CJerka Hampsrcs, OyATo XoTel
cxBatuth MeHs. [loxomuB Tyna u oOparHO, s BcTajia HanpotuB Dupa. —
Bunure?

— Kaxercs, s NOHMMAO, 4YTO Thl XOUEIlb CKa3arb, — 3aJAyMUYHMBO
npobopMoTall Mar M B3sJ MEHs 3a 3amscThe. CMOTpen OH MpuU 3TOM
BBDKU/IAIOLIIE.

S He cTana TSHYTH JOJIbIIE, IIaTHYJIA BIIepe], BHUMATEIIBHO HAOIIOIas
3a pykoil Ha MoeM 3amsicthe. Kak s m mymana, Takoil crmoco® pabotaer.
Bckope ®up crosti 1o 3Ty cTOopoHy Oapbepa. Cynas mo JUXOpa0uHO
OJIECTAIIUM IJ1a3aM, OH SIBHO OBLT BO30YXK/JIEH U 3aUHTPUTOBAH CBEPXMEPHI.

OOepHYBIIMCh K 3aCTHIBIIEMY IO Ty CTOPOHY CHSIOIIEro Oapbepa
BJIACTUTENIO, DUp NPUIIOKUIT PYKY K TPYAU U MOKJIOHUIICS.

— Mot umMneparop, — HPOU3HEC OH, HE IOJHUMAS TOJIOBBL. — Sl
MIPOBEPIO, HET JIM TaM OMACHOCTH H. ..

— IIpoBenu MeHs1, — MPOU3HEC MYKYMHA, SIS HA MeHs. B ero cioBax
OTUETIMBO CIbIIANICS TpuKa3. Hy, HEyAUBUTEIbHO, BCE-TAKU ITOT YEJIOBEK
MIPUBBIK MTOBEJICBATh.

ITokocuBrchs Ha Pupa, 5 marnyia pnepes. YTo-To MHE MOICKa3bIBAET,
YTO C UMIIEPATOPOM IOKA JIYUIIE€ HE CLIOPUT.

Korma oH KocHyncs MoOeW pyKH, S HENPOWU3BOJIBHO B3APOTHYIIA.
[opsiuasa! Cnumkom ropsiyada! Y Hero temmeparypa? CrhpamuBark s He



pemmiacek, TOJBKO DISIHYJIA HAa JIMIO MMIIEpaTopa, HO OHO HE BBIIVIALEIO
OOJIE3HEHHBIM, JaXXe pyMsHLA He Obulo. 3aMETUB MOW B3IV, MYXKYHMHA
BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTPEI.

KaynyB ronoBoi, marnymia BIepesn.

— Moii umneparop, BaM HE CTOWJIO... JTO MOXET OBbITh OMAacHO, —
3anporectoBal @dup, nbITasACch BO33BaTb K 3APABOMBICIHIO  CBOETO
IpaBUTEIIS, HO Cyls M0 0e3pa3IMuyHOMY BBIPAXKEHMIO Ha JIMIIE UMIIepaTopa,
TOT HE COOMpAJICs OTKa3bIBATHCS OT MOXOA.

— W nem, — nprka3ai oH ¥ Hayajl CIIyCKaThCA.

Msl ¢ @UpoM NepenISIHYIUCh U IIOCIEA0BAIHN 3a HUM.

B TummHe cmyckarbcsi ObUIO Kak-TO CKy4YHO, MO3TOMY $ peIInjia
noropopute ¢ @Pupom. HMmmeparop BBINIAAEN HENPUCTYIIHO, IO3TOMY
Tporarhb €ro s He ctana. K ToMy ke, MHE COBEPIIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh OLLYTUTh
Ha cebe ellle pa3 ero HeJIOBOJIbHBIN U TSXKEIIBIN B3IJIA/I.

— Pacckaxkute 00 3ToM Oapbepe elie 4To-Hulynb, — nonpocuia st dupa,
IS HA TPSIMYIO CIIMHY HMIIEPATopa.

Bunumo, ®@up 00U MoroBOpuTh, TaKk KaK OH OXOTHO BCTYNWJI B
pasrosop. Mnu ke ero Toxe HepBUPOBAJIA TUILINHA.

— bappepbl ceapMoro Tuma KpaiHe CIO0XKHBI. Bo-mepBbiX, 4TOOBI
yCTAaHOBUTH Takol Oapbep, Mar JODKEH MMEThb CaMyl0 BBICOKYIO
kBannukanuio, — Oup cHOBa 3aroBOpUJ TaK, CIOBHO Bel JieKluio. — Bo-
BTOPBIX, Takue Oapbepbl UMEIOT Mask. Ero emie MOXHO Ha3BaTh IEHTPOM.
[Toka nieHT He HapyleH, 6apbep OyaeT CyliecTBOBaTh. LIEHT BBIMISAIUT Kak
KpyI, MO KpasM KOTOPOTO HAaXOJUTCA CEMb BBICOKOYPOBHEBBIX
JHEPreTUYECKUX KPUCTALIOB. B-TpeTbux, 3TOT Oaphep HE IPOITyCKaeT
HUKaKHe 3aKjIuHaHus. J[axke Te, 4TO HaJ0KEHbI Ha YEJIOBEKA.

Ha sTnx cnoax s cpa3y BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO MOM ITOXUTHUTEIIb 3aKJICHI MHE
pOT, HO, KOIZa s BOIILJIA B KAOMHET, TO CMOIVIA CIIOKOMHO pa3roBapuBatrh. A s
BE/Ib JJa)KE€ HE MOHSUIA, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

— A pa3sBe 3TH DHEPreTUYECKUE KPUCTAILIBI HE MOTYT Pa3psauThCA? —
IIOMHTEPECOBATIACH 5.

— bapeep mnpeacraBisger co0oil  CTaOWIBbHYIO  YHOPSAOYEHHYIO
KOHCTPYKIMIO. KprcTaiiel HyKHBI TOJIBKO B caMOM Havaie. [lanee sHeprus
U3 HHUX Oepercs TOJIBKO B ciiyyae MOBpexjaeHus Oaprepa. Caenarb HEUTO
nogoOHoe KkpaitHe ciokHOo. K Tomy jke, KpUCTalibl MMEIOT CBOMCTBO
BBITSITUBATh YHEPTHUIO U3BHE.

— A 3aueM B Hero go0aBjeHa (PYHKIIHS CHATHS 3aKJIMHAHUN?



— Ecnu craButcs 0apbep, 3HaYUT, UETOBEK XOUYET YTO-TO crpATarh. EcTh
3aKJIMHAHUS, KOTOPBIE TTOJIABIISIIOT BOJIKO, 3aCTABIISIA JI€JIaTh €r0 HEYTO TaKoeE,
4Yero B CBOEM yMe€ 4YeJIOBEK HHUKoraa Obl He coBepinwii. Hampumep, oTnarb
3JIOYMBIIIJICHHUKY CEMEUHYIO PEJIMKBUIO WIM LHEHHOCTU. YETOBEK MPOXOAUT
yepe3 Oapbep, 3akinHaHue cieraeT. [Ipu »ToM mocTpagaBiinii OKa3bIBACTCs
B MOJIHOM Oe3omacHoCcTH. OH MOXKET YK€ yMaTh, KaK BHIUTU U3 CUTYaIIUH.

— Ilpumninu, — npepBai Hally HECMENIHYI0 W MO3HABATEIbHYI0 Oecery
UMIIEPATop.

JIBepn, uepe3 KOTOPYIO s BBINLIA, ObLJIa OTKPHITA.

— 51 mpoBepto, — OypkHYB 3T0, DUpP MPOCKOIB3HYII MUMO UMIIEPATOPA.

A yxe Bugena nadoOpaToOpUI0, IMOITOMY CIIOKOMHO, HE TOPONSCH
IIOCJIEI0BAJIA 32 BXOJSAIIHUM B IIOMEIICHUE MY>KYHHOM.

Ha Bxome mmMmeparop mpHOCTaHOBWICS, a IOTOM, 3aMETUB APYTYIO
IBEPB, TIOIIEII B €€ CTOPOHY.

— YynecHo! — npuBiek Moe BHUMaHue Oup, KpyKalluii OKOJIO CTOJIOB.
OH BeIINIAZIEN peOCHKOM, KOTOPOMY TMOAAPUIIA HOBYIO UTPYULIKY, O KOTOPOW
OH JaBHO Memal. — Bce poBosbHO crapoe. MHTEpecHO, CKOJIBKO BEKOB
stomy Mecty? O! Pacmenurens mstoro nopsanka! Kakas npesHocts! Cyns
10 BCEMY, TYT MPOBOJUIIUCH OMBITHI HAJl KPOBbIO. XOPOIIO, OYEHb XOPOLIO.
Xotenock ObI YBUACTH paO0UHE KYpPHAJIBI.

OtopBaB B3mIAn OT BO30yxaeHHo PDupa, s mocnemwuia 3a
uMrneparopom. MykurHa, 3aJI0)KMB PYKH 32 CIIUHY, CTOSUI IPSIMO HANpPOTHUB
CUASAIIETO B Kpeciie MepTBela. TOJIbKO ceildyac, MOCMOTPEB Ha MEPTBOIO
MYKUMHY, 51 TTOHSJIA, YTO B €ro YepTaxX yraJblBa€TCsl CXOJCTBO C HRIHEITHUM
uMIeparopom. PorcTBeHHUKA?

— Ot0 xe nponaBmuid ¢up Kapnan, Bam npenok, Mol uMmeparop! —
BOCKJIMKHYJ ITOSABUBIIMICS DPup.

Toxxe ®up? Heyxenn Takoe pacClipoCTpaHEHHOE UMS?

— 51 BUXKY, — XOJIOIHO OpOCHJI UMIIEPATOP U PE3KO PA3BEPHYIICA, YEM,
YECTHO FOBOPSI, CJIIETKA HaIlyraj MeHs. — I Xouy 3HaTh, YTO OH MCCIEN0BAI.

CkazaB 3T0, OH, HE IJISiJI1 HU Ha KOTO M3 HAC, BBINIEN U3 KaOWHETa U
HaIlpaBWJICS B CTOPOHY JIECTHHUIIbI, IO KOTOPOM MBI HE TaK JABHO HPUIILIH.
Kaxercs, Bce, 4TO €ro HHTEPECOBAIIO, 3TO JIMYHOCTh MEPTBELA.

— Ha, Mol ummneparop! — ®Oup NOKIOHUICA, HO CIIyCTSI MTHOBEHHE
BBIIPAMUJICA W ONECTSAINMMU IJ1a3aMUd OKHHYJI MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIE KHHUTH
B3IJISIJIOM.



Korga umMmneparop ckpbuics U3 BUAY, s BBIIOXHYJA. Y 3TOr0 4YejIOBEKa
CJIMILIKOM CUJIbHOE OIllyleHHe npucyTcTBUsl. OH OyKBaJIbHO JIaBUT Ha BCEX
cBoeil aypoil. C OJHON CTOpPOHBI, 3TO BecbMa OyJOpaXXUT, a C APYyrou
CTOPOHBI, = HEeMHOro  HepBupyeT. Ilpuxomurcs  TOCTOSHHO  OBITh
HAaCTOPOXKEHHOM, CJICIUTH 32 COOO0M. DTO BHIMATHIBAET.

VYmen v 000 MHE HE BCHOMHMJI. OJTO Xopomo. S Beap XoTena
noroBoputh ¢ Gupom HacueT moei ornpaBku Hazal. [louemy-To y camoro
UMIIepaTopa HEYTO MO00HOE CIIpaIINBaTh 5 HE CTaja.

— @up, s XoTena CIpOCHUTh, — Hadaja s, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT CHOBa
nokaszajcst ummneparop. S pes3ko 3amoiyania.

— Unem, — Opocuit oH, TSI IPSMO HA MEHS.

— Ho 3auem? — cnpocuiia g OwbicTpee, yem noaymana. — S Obl xoTena
ocTarbcsi ¢ PUPOM U TOMOYb €My ¢ paboTo#, — 100aBuUIa TOPOILIUBO.

NmMneparop mocMoTpesl Ha MEHsS TaKuM B3[IAIOM, YTO s Cpasy
olryTuiaa cedsl JOHENb3sl DIynod W MajeHbkod. Ilouemy-To 3axoTenoch
BXKaTh B TOJIOBY B IJICUU U UCYE3HYTh.

— 51 He BbIWay oOTCrofa 0Oe3 TeOsi, — CKazall OH, CMOTpPSl BCE TaK e
psiIMO.

Yero aTo oH He BhIHzeT 0e3 MeHs? Cyns mo B3mIsaaM, 0co00M JIFOOBH
OH KO MHE HE€ HCHBIThIBaeT. MHe, BOOOIE, KaXEeTCs, YTO >KCHHUThCS
UMIIEpaTOp XOUeT He OOJIbIIIEe MOETO.

— Bame BenmyecTBO, — Hayajga S BOOJYIICBICHHO, HO IOTOM
IIOIIPABWJIACH HA BCSAKUM Cilydai: — Baire ummeparopckoe BEIU4ecTBO, S
3HA0, 4TO Mpou3onuio omubka. He mymaro, 9To Bl 3aXOTUTE OpaTh B JKEHY
Ty, YTO MOIAJIa K BaM CIy4aiiHo. I BOT ToXe 1yMaro, 4TO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, —
s YCWJICHHO TIOKMBAJIa TOJIOBOM. — A pa3 Tak, TO MHE Obl XOTE€JIOCh OCTaThCA
3nechb. Hy, 710 Tex mop, moka moprayn He HacTpouTcs. Bel Beib HE ocTaBUTE
MEHS B 3TOM MHpe, npaBaa? byapTe MHUIOCTHUBBI, Balle HMIIEPATOPCKOE
BEJINYECTBO!

Nmmneparop cMOTpesl Ha MeHs J0 TeX IMOp, MOKa s HE Hayajla OUlyIllaTh
ceds HEe B CBOEWM Tapenke Moja 3TuM B3DIsaoM. JKenmaHue Kynaa-HUOYIb
CHpSITaThCS CTAHOBWIOCH Bce cuiibHee. M 4yTo Takoro s ckazamna? MoxHO
MOJlyMaTh, €CJIM Obl OH BOT TaK MOMaJj, TO HE CTPEMUJIICS OBl JIOMOIA.

— bapbep, — npousHec OH, CBEPIISi MEHSI B3IJISIOM.

— A? — He NoHs1a €ro 1.

— 51 me cmory npoitu 6e3 Teds uepe3 O6apbep, — MOICHUI TEPIETUBO
MY>KUHHa.



S BBIIOXHYNA, @ HOTOM PACCMESIACh OT HEJIOBKOW CUTYaIlUH.

— A, BOT BBl O 4YeM, — IMPOM3HEC]A, BBITHpPas O IOOKYy clierka
BCIOTEBIIME OT HEpPBOB JanoHU. Ilyrare-ro 3auem?! — KoHewuHo, s C
PaZ0CThHIO IPOBELY Bac 00paTHO, — MpOTapaToOpuiia si, IPOCKAIb3bIBAsi MUMO
UMIIeparopa Ha JIECTHUIY. — Tak, 4TO HacyeT MOEro BO3BpallCHHs? —
CIIPOCHUJIA S Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, PEIIMB KOBATh KEJI€30 MOKa ropsyo.

— Het, — 0e3pa3nuyHO OTBETWUJ OH, 3aCTaBUB MEHS CIIOTKHYTHCS O
CTYNEHb.

— Ilouemy?! — BockiukHyJa s Bo3MmylleHHO. Ecnu cam ummmeparop
OyZeT MPOTUB MOETO OTIIPABICHUS HAa3a/a, TO BPSJ JIU KTO-TO CMOXKET MHE
MIOMOYb, a 3HAYHUT, MHE HYXKHO CJIeJIaTh TaK, YTOObI IPaBUTEIb CaM 3aXOTell
oT MeHs u3baButhes. [IpaBaa, 1o youiicTBa 1OBOAUTH HE CTOMT.

— Kpyr B30pBanm.

VYcapimas 3To, sl pe3KO OCTAaHOBUJIACH U PA3BEPHYIACH.

— Kpyr... 310 mopran? — cupocumia Xxmypo.

— Jla.

Ot ero oTBeTa MHE 3aX0TEIO0CH MOOUTHCS TOJIOBOM O cTeHY. PaccTpoeHo
3aCTOHAB, f MOIUIENIACh AAIbIIE, €ABa EPECTABIISAS OT OTOPUYEHUS HOTH.

DTO 4TO K€ Mojiyyaercs, Bbixoaa Het? S He comtacHa!

— A ero Henb3s Kak-HUOY/b MO-OBICTPOMY MOYUHUTH? — MOBEPHYBIIIUCH
K MY>XYMHE, COpOCHJIa, IJISAS MPU STOM HA HETOo C OONBIION HAAEKIOM.
Taxoii B3IJIs1 TPOCTO 00sI3aH PACTOMHUTh €TI0 CYpOBOE CEPIIC.

A tak nymana. Ho, kaxercs, caenaina TOJIBKO Xyxke. Biamisn
UMIIepaTopa cTajl 0oJiee TAKEIbIM U HEIOBOJIbHBIM.

— BoccraHoBneHne 3aliMET HECKOJBKO JIET, — IIPOU3HEC OH, NISAAA
IPSIMO HA MEH$, CJIOBHO XOTEJI YTO-TO YBUAETh HA MOEM JIULIE.

VYenblaB ero ciaoBa, sl MojpkKaja HEIOBOJILHO T'yObl M OTBEpPHYJIACH,
npojokas nogauMmarbcsa. Heckonpko met. 1 4To MHE fenaTh 34€Ch CTOJIBKO
BPEMEHU.

— ThI cTaHEIb MOEH KEHOM.

A? S mpousHecna mocienHee BCIyXx? A MEHS COPOCUTh HUKTO HE
xoueT? Het, mumneparop, KOHEYHO, BECbMAa M BECbMa, HO i Kak-TO BcCeraa
JymMajia, 4TO BBIMAY 3aMyX TOJIBKO 10 J0OBH. K ToMy ke, ATOT My>XK4uHa
MeHs OoJbllie myraer, 4yeM mpuBiekaer. Korma s Meutana o TOM caMoM
UJeaTbHOM JJII MEHS 4YeJOBEKe, TO TPEICTaBsuIa cede BEeceloro u
OCTPOYMHOTO.



NmMneparop Ha Becenoro 4enoBeka COBCeM He TsHET. MHTepecHo, y
HEro 4yBCTBO IOMOpa, BOOOILIE, €CTh? A yIbIOaThCs OH YMEET WU TOJIBKO U
MOJKET, YTO YOMBATh OJJHUM B3IJISIIOM?

— 5l Tak MOHMMal0, MO€ KEJIaHUE BECca HE UMEET, — cKa3alia s, CEpJIUTO
CoKUMasl KyJIaKHy.

— Her.

CkpuBuUiach, xenas pa3BEepPHYThCS U CTYKHYTh 3TOTO 3aMOPOKEHHOTO
WH/TIOKA TI0 TOJIOBE.

Pe3ko pa3BepHYBIIUCH, 51 OCTAHOBHWIIACH U MPUIILYPUIIACH.

— [Touemy 51 nomxHa?! S He xouy!

Cepaa magpe ero ma3 noreMHena. Ha ceKkyHay MHE MOKa3alioCch, YTO
€ro B3I MOXET pa3pe3arh, HACTOJIBKO OCTpbIM OH cTai. llosBuiock
rPOMaJIHOE KEJIAHUE OTCTYIUTh U UCUEZHYTh.

B3apornyB, s OTBEpHynach, CTapaTelbHO YCHOKamBas YyalllEHHOE
cepaueduenre. HeMHOro HepBHO XMBIKHYB, paclpaBuia IJI€Ud U B3JIEpHYJIa
1o100POJIOK.

Kaxercs, ero He nepeyoenuts. M 3auem emy Tak CpoyHO MOHAA00MIIaCh
xeHna? [logoxnars, 4to au, He MoxkeT? Hu 3a 4To He moBepro, 4TO g eMy Tak
MOHpPABUJIACh, YTO OH TEMEpPb HE XOUET MEHS OTIyCKaTh. Takoe TOJIBKO B
CKa3Kax ObIBaeT.

Mosxker, cOexaThb?

— Ecnu Oynemns aenarb IIynocTH, s 3anpy Tebs, — Mpo3Bydano mo3aau
3JIOBELIE.

OH Mou mMpIcM ynTaeT? Briopy HauMHATH NAHUKOBATH.

— DTO HAacWJIME HaJl JINYHOCTHIO, — CKa3aja, MOAABIISIS APOXKb B TEJE. —
S Oyny xanoBatbcs! — npurpo3uia .

— Komy? — cyzst o rosocy, OH CJlerka 3auHTepeCOBaJICA.

— B cyn! YV Bac Benb TyT CyIbpl €CTh? — CIIPOCHIIA 3aI103AJI0.

— Ectb, — 0OHanexun od MeHs. S gaxke HeMHoro npuobopuiack. — Ho
s MOTY HAJIOXKUTh BETO Ha JIF0OOE UX pEIICHUE.

MeHs cTOBHO CKMHYIJIH ¢ HEOeC Ha 3eMITIO.

Tak He yecTHO. Pa3Be 3T0 3aKOHHO?

B aTOoT MOMEHT MBI noONUIM K Oapbepy. S moBepHyIach U MPOTSAHYIIA
PYKY, CTapasch CJeNaTh JIMIO Kak MOXXKHO Oosiee HecyacTHbIM. KoHeuHO,
BpSA JIM Takoro OECYyBCTBEHHOTO 4YeJOBEKa H3TO PaKaloOUT, HO
nonpoOoBaTh CTOUT.



[Ipexxne yeM B34Th 3a PYKy, UMIEPATOpP KAaK-TO CTPAHHO HA MEHA
nocMmotpedt. Uto omsate He Tak? [losBUBILIEECS KETaHUE TPUITIATUTH BOJIOCHI
Y TIPOBEPUTH OJCKIY S 3aJjaBUJIa HA KOpHIO. Bort eme!

— YV Tebs BecbMa CHJIBHOE TE€JI0, — CKa3all OH, KOTJia Mbl BBIIUIA B
KOMHAaTy. — B TBoeM Mupe Bce KEHIIUHBI TaKue?

CunbHoe Teno? YUTo OH uMeeT B BUy?

— JlecTHuna, — 100aBUJI UMIIEPATOP, SIBHO 3aMETHB MOE HEJJOyMEHHE. —
TbI mogHAJIACH 110 HEW J1Ba pa3a U HE M0Ka3ajla yCTAIOCTH.

S HemHOro pacrepsHHO mnorsigena Ha Oapbep. Hy, y necTHuisl
JEHUCTBUTENHHO MHOTO CTYIIEHEH, HO HE HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI S CUJIBHO yCTaa.
Tewm Oonee Mbl MIOAHUMAJIUCH HE CIIEIIA.

— ITo-pa3HoMy OBIBaET, — OTBETHJIA S

NmnepaTop Ha 3TO KUBHYJ U OBEPHYJICS K BBIXOJY U3 KOMHATBHL.

— ThI MOXENIb OCTATHCS 3/IECH WJIU CITYCTUThCA K Kpuany.

Cka3zaB 3TO, OH BBIILIEI U 3aKPbLI 32 COOO0 IBEPb.

Ocrarscs 3neck? S omsnynacs. Hy yx Her!

[Ipoiias yepes Oapbep, s HaYaIa HOBBIN CITYCK.

— Kem Obu1 5TOT 4yenoBek? — crnpocuiia s, TISAS Ha BBIDISISIIETO
YMUPOTBOPEHHBIM MEPTBELIA.

IlepBBIil McOyr mpollesl U OpOCHYJICA WHTEpec. bosibliie BCero mMeHs
yauBIsIa coxpaHHOCTh. Hackonpko s moHsna u3 ciioB dupa, 3TOT 4EI0BEK
OB MpEeKOM MMIIepaTopa, a 3Ha4uT, ymep AaBHO. [lodemy Torma Tpym He
Pa3NOKWICA U HE MIPEBPATUIICS B MYMHIO?

HagsepHoe, ero Hy>kHO NOXopoHHUTh. Kak Tam B 3TOM MHUpPE XOPOHSIT
YJICHOB UMIIEpaTopckoi ceMmbpu? M mouemy umnepaTop He 03a00THIICA ATUM
cpasy, a IpOCTO OCTABHII €T0 31ECh?

— Ero umsa Kapman AOepkop — Tpetuil ummneparop PuppuHeickoit
uMIepun. B uctopun ckazaHo, YTO OH OPOCTO MPOIANT OAHAXK/bI, U HUKTO HE
CMOT' €ro oOTbickarb. Ero mnpomaxka Oblla 3amMcaHa Ha CYET BOAHBIX
npakoHoB. B To Bpemsi y Hac Obula ¢ HUMU HeOoubias BoiHa. [locne Toro
CJIy4asi OTHOILLIEHUS ¢ BaTTapoMm O4eHb CHIIBHO UCTIOPTUIIUCK.

S naxmypuiiack. OtBeT @upa nopoaus eie 0oJblIe BOMPOCOB.

— ITouemy ceiiuac Bbl Ha3Baau ero npocto Kapnan?

— Kapmnan AGepkop, — yrounun Oup.

— Abeprop? [Togoxaute, pa3se Bac 30ByT He @up Kpuan Abepkop?

— Nmenno. S aBoroponaHbiil Opar HbeIHemHero ummneparopa. Gamunus
AOepKop SIBISIETCSA UMIIEPATOPCKOM.



— O, — TONPKO M CMOINIa CKa3aTb s, HO IIOCIE TOrO, Kak IIepBOE
YIWBIICHUE MPOLUIO, SI TPSAXHYJIA TOJOBOM, M MPOAOKUIA CIPAIINBATh. —
Ouppuneiickas umnepusi? Kaxercs, Bbl y>ke TOBOPUIIU MHE 00 3TOM.

®dup 3aAyMUMBO TOCTyYasl MajbleM IO Mmoadopoaky. O6oias cro,
3aBaJICHHbIII OymaramMu, OH OTOIBHMHYJI CTyd U cel. Sl mokocunach Ha
MEpTBELa M B3JI0XHyJa. OJToro ®dupa, KaxeTcs, COBCEM HE CMYLIAET
COCEJCTBO C MEPTBBIM UMIIEPATOPOM IMPOIILIOTO.

— B 3TOM MHpe ecTh YeThlpe MMIIEpUH, — Hadaj Jekuuro Dup, He
oOpaiias Ha MOIO JIETKYIO HEpPBO3HOCTh M Ha TO, YTO OAMH U3 €ro
CIylIaTeJiel HEMHOro wmeprB. — DuppuHENCKas UMIEPUSA, KpPaTKO
@uppuHen. ITOM UMIEPUEH NPABAT OTHEHHBIE APAKOHBL. B TaHHBIM MOMEHT
Mbl Haxomumcs Ha Ttepputopun @uppunen. Jlanee uger AwupaaHckas
uMmiiepus win Awuppanus. Ee mpaBurenu HeOecHble ApakoHBI. TpeTbs —
TeppukaHnckas mmnepus winn TeppukaHa. OHa TPUHAIICKUT 3EMISHBIM
npakoHaMm. Hexoropble Ha3pIBalOT MX enie 3eMHbIMH. M mociensss, HO He
pa3mepy U 3HauMMOCTH BarrapuaHckas umriepusi, Tak Ha3piBaemasi Barrapa.
OTO0 uMnepusi BOAHBIX NPakOHOB. OTHEHHBIM W BOJHBIE APAKOHBI BCErIA
HEeJO0MI00MMBaIu Apyr Apyra. Mexy HaMu 4acTO CIy4yajuch HEOOJbIINE
BOMHBI, HO JIBE MMIIEPUM BCE paBHO coTpyxHH4Yanu. Ho mocne mpomaxu
TPETHETO UMIIEPATOPCKOTO BEJIMUECTBA, OTHEHHAsl UMIIepUsl 000pBaja MoYTH
BCE CBA3M C BOAHBIMH JApakoHaMH. DPUPPUHEN MMOCYUTAIN MOXULIEHUE
UMIIEpaTopa NOIJIBIM M HEIOCTOMHBIM JIPAKOHOB NOCTYNKoM. — ®up
B3JI0XHYJI YIPYYE€HHO. — FIMnieparopy npuaeTcs NpUHECTH UM U3BUHEHUS.

S memHoro pacrepsinack. COMHEBAIOCh, YTO BOT TaK Cpa3y 3allOMHIO
BCE ATU UMIIEPHUH. XOPOILO, YTO UX BCEro YEThIpe. A MPOCTO CTpaH 3/1€Ch
HeT, yTo Ju? O0s3aTeNbHO HA3bIBATHCS TPOMKHUM CIIOBOM «uMmImiepusi»? Nnu
3TO Y IPAKOHOB TAK MPOSBIIAECTCS MAHUS K TUTAHTU3MY?

— JT0 0043aTeNBHO?

— Koneuno, — @up ynusuicsa. — A kak nHade? MHUUIEHT ¢ mpomnaxei
TpeThero ummneparopa Obul rpoMkuM. [lomydaercsi, 4TO BOAHBIX JPAKOHOB
He3acIyeHHO oOBUHWIM. WX pemyranuu Obl1 HaHeceH ymiepO. Tperbero
UMIIEpaTopa HeOOXOIUMO NEPEMECTUTh B CEMEHHYIO yChlNadbHULYY. Mbl HE
MOJKET TATHO IOMECTUTh €T0 B YCBHIMAJIBHUILY U CHAENATh BUJ, YTO HUYETO HE
obut0. Eciii KTO-TO y3HaeT o0 3TOM, TO YK€ OTHEHHbIE APAKOHBI OyayT
MOJIBEPTHYTHI OCYKICHUIO.

— Kak Bce c10)HO, — cKa3zasa g Tuxo. — IHTepecHo, 0T4ero oH ymep u
MIOYEMY TaK XOPOUIO COXPAHMIICS.



— C mocnenHuM BOIIPOCOM BCE JTOBOJIBHO MPOCTO, — CHOBA 3arOBOPUII
@up. — Ha 310 momenieHue HaJ0XKEHO 3aKjIMHAHUE coxpaHeHus. Bce,
HaxoJs1Ieecs 3/1eCh, OyJIeT COXpaHEHO B U3HAYAJILHOM BUJIE.

— DTO Kak OCTaHOBKAa BPEMEHU? — 3aMHTEPECOBANIACH S

— Yro-to Bpoae, — Pup comtacHO KUBHYI. — HO 3TO 3akinvHaHue
paboTaeT TOJIBKO JIJISl HEXKUBBIX MPeAMETOB. To €cTh, AJid Hac ¢ TOOON BpeMs
UJET Kak OObIYHO. MepTBBIM JIpakOH HE SIBISETCA JKUBBIM, IOATOMY
3aKJIMHAHUE COXPAHEHHMs JEUCTBYET U Ha Hero. CTOMT HaM BBIHECTH €ro 3a
npenesnsl 0apbepa, Kak BpeMs ISl HEro MoOMIeT BHOBb. 10 ecTh, MEpPTBOE
TEJI0 HAYHET Pa3pyILIaThCs, KaK U MOJIOKEHO.

— Ckaxwure, Oup...

— Te1 MOXKe1IIb HA3BIBATH MEHS IPOCTO IO UMEHU, — nepedmt Mens dup,
3aCTaBJIsAs] MEHSI HAXMYPHUTHCS.

— A pa3se @up 310 He Baiie ums?

— Hert, koHe4UHO, — My>XunHA YIBIOHYJICS. — @Up — 3TO IMpUCTaBKa K
MMEHU JII000Or0 OTHEHHOI'O JpaKoHa, — CKa3aJl OH, a MOTOM, 3aMETHB MOE
HEMIOHMMaHKEe, SBHO pelwi yTouyHuTh: — Kak g yxe ckazan, ¢up — 3TO
IIPOCTO INPHUCTaBKa K MMeHHU. Korma KTo-To mpeacTaBisieTcs W Ha3bIBACTCS
cedsa (upom, OH Kak Obl TOBOPUT APYIOMY, UYTO OH SIBJISIETCS OTHEHHBIM
npaxkoH. Bo Bcex mmmepusix pasnble npuctaBku. Oronb — ¢up. Bo3nyx —
aup. 3emnsa — Tep. Boga — Bar. HckinroueHue — umImeparopbl. Y HHUX
OPUCTAaBKU K MMEHaM HEMHOTo apyrue. AQup — oroHb. AHWpI — BO3IYX.
ATtep — 3emuist. ABar — Boja.

— To ectb, OymeT HOpManIbHO, e€ciM s OOpalryCh K HMIIEPaTopy...
apup? — cupocuiia . Tak cpa3y U HE 3aIIOMHHILIb.

— CMoTps, KaK Tl 0OpaTUIILCS, — C JIETKUM BECEJILEM B IV1a3aX OTBETHUI
Kpnan. — Bo BceM ecTh TOHKOCTH. [lyMar0, HUYETO CTPAIIHOIO HE CIy4YUTCH,
€CJIM Thl HA30BEIIb €ro, Hanpumep, Moi adup. IIpocTo monpoOyii.

CkazaB 310, Kpuan npuHsiics xomnarbesi B Oymarax. S ¢ momo3peHuem
npuiypuiaack. YTo-To MHE MOACKAa3bIBAIO, 4YTO BCE HE TaK HPOCTO.
[ToacTaBuTh MEHS X04eT WM 4To? B 1m0o00oM citydae, 1oka HE y3Ha[O BCe
TOYHO, UMIIepaTopa Oyay Ha3bIBaTh TOJIBKO €0 BEIMYECTBOM M HUKAaK WHAUe.
[TonacTe B HENPUATHOCTH U3-3a HE3HAHUS COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCH.

[Toka Kpuan xomasncst B Oymarax, st peuuia npocMoTpeTs KHUTU. Bapyr
4YTO-HUOYAh MHTEpecHoe Haigay. Pabortanu Mbl B monHOM TummHe. S Tak
3a4MTajach, YTO BhINANAa U3 peallbHOCTH. BepHynack TOJIBKO TOrha, Koraa



OLLlyTHJa HEKYI0 cTpaHHOCThb. CO3/1aBaJioCh TaKOE€ BIEYATICHHUE, OyITO BCE
BOKPYT UJIET BOJIHAMU. DTy psiOb s OLIyIIAa JIaXKe TEIOM.

— YT0 Takoe? — BCTPEBOKUIIACH 51, OIVISABIBASICH 10 CTOPOHAM.

— M? — Kpuan nmogHsu1 HEXoTsl OT OyMmar B3I U TOCMOTpPEN Ha MEHS
3aTyMaHEHHBIMU INa3aMu. — YTo Takoe? — 3a1ajl OH MHE MOH e BOIPOC.

— Bce BOkpyr kakoe-to cTpaHHOE... byaro psiObi0 TOKpBITO,
MOSICHUJIA 51.

Kpuan chHayana HemoHUMAIOUIE MOPTHYJ, a MOTOM €ro B3IJIA[
nposiciuiics. OH BCTa U MOIIEN Ha BBIXOJ,.

— Krt0-T0 X0UeT nonacte BHyTpb, — osicHui1 oH. — Mnem. Ckopee Bcero,
3TO UMIIEPATOpP.

[Toka MBI TOMHUMAITUCH, MEHSI MYUYWJI OJIMH OYEHb BAXKHBIM, MO0 MOEMY
MHEHUIO, BOIIPOC. B KOHEUHOM HTOTE, 51 BCE-TaKM pElINIa €ro 3a1aTh.

— Pa3Be He cTpaHHO, 4TO Oapbep MPOIYCTHJI MEHs, HO HE MPOILyCTUII
NOTOMKa TpeTbero ummeparopa? Eciu cnemoBaTh JOTMKE, TO HMEHHO
UMIIepaTop JOJDKEH 0e3 mpolsieM BXOIUTh U BBIXOAUTh. DaMUIIUs TPETHEro
umneparopa AOepKop, 3HAUUT, MpaBsias JUHACTUS 3a 3TO BpeMs He
MeHsiack. Torna, mouemy?

VY MeHs B rojoBe ObUIM MBICIHA O TOM, YTO KTO-TO, KOIJIa-TO, KOMY-TO
u3MeHua. M3-3a 3TOro HBIHEMIHWA MpPaBUTENb MOT HOCHUTH (HaMUIIUIO
AbGepkop, HO TMpU OTOM HE OBITh HACTOSAIIAM IOTOMKOM TPEThETo
uMIiepatopa. ITo Obl BCE OTIMYHO OOBsICHAI0. KpomMe HeCcKonmbKux
MOMEHTOB. [lepBblii — BHEIIHEEe CXOICTBO HWMIIEPATOpa HBIHEIIHETO M
npo1uioro. Bropoit MOMEHT, KaKuM OOKOM TyT 3aMeliaHa si?

Ha, s yXe MoHsIa, 4TO BO MHE €CTh KPOBb JIpakoHOB. Bummmo, 3tu
KpBUIATBhIC SIIEPHl KOTJA-TO TMOBECEMIUCh M Ha MOEH IIaHeTe, OCTaBHB
nociie ceds noromkoB. Ho torga nomyyaercs, yto 0apsep ObUI 3a4apOBaH Ha
Moero npezaka. M kakuM 00pazom oH crofa nomnan?

— S yxe Hayanm uWccienoBaTh 3TOT Bompoc, — rojoc Kpuana 3Byuan
cepbe3Ho. Cyns 1Mo BCEMy, €ro TOXKE B3BOJHOBAJIO 3TO OOCTOSITENBCTBO. —
Kak st nmousn, Tpetuil uMmmneparop uccieaoBai KpoBb. OH SIBHO XOTE€J YEro-TO
nooutbea. Bo3moxkHo, Oapbep Obul 3auapoBaH HE Ha HEro, a Ha €ro
nomoniHuka. Ho 3To ManoBeposiTHO.

— [Touemy? — 3anHTEpECOBAIIACH S1.

— CnumkoM pHUCKOBaHHO JOBEPSTH CBOIO 3alIUTY IOCTOPOHHEMY
JPAaKOHY WJTH YEIIOBEKY.



— A ecni He TOCTOPOHHUK? — HE caBaliack . — Hanpumep, 310 Moria
OBITH JKCHA.

— Her.

— U cHoBa: nmouemy?

— Eciu Obl 3TO OBUIA TpEThsl UMIIEpATpHIlA, 3HAYUT, HBIHEIIHUM
UMIIEpaTOp CIIOKOMHO cMOT ObI poiiTH 6apbep. OH BeJlb €€ MOTOMOK.

Ecnu tonbko He OBLIIO B MPOILIOM KakoW-HUOYAs u3MeHbl. Ho 00 3ToM
1 JUIIb TOAyMaJla, HE CTaB MPOM3HOCUTH BCIyX. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
HEOOJIBIIIOE CXOJICTBO MOIJIO OBITH TPOCTOM CIIYYaTHOCTHIO.

— A, TO4HO, — cornacuiuace s. — Torma npyr?

Kpuan nokayan orpuiiaTeaIbHO TOJI0BOMA.

— Cyns mo ToMy, Kak 3allUIICHO 3TO MECTO, TPETHUW HMIIEPATOP
OTHOCWJICS K HEMY CO BCEH CTPOrOCTBIO M CEpPbE3HOCTHIO. TakoW NpakoH,
KaK OH, HE CTaJl Obl OTAaBaTh CBOIO O€30MACHOCTh B UYXKUE PYKHU.

— Torpa, ceiH? — caenmana s TOCIEAHIOW TONBITKY. — Mnu npyroi
ONMU3KUI POJICTBEHHHUK. XOTs, TYyT Toxe HeT. KpoBb Benp omHa. Torma
CHAIOCh, — BBIJOXHYJIA .

Kpuan yneionyscs.

— DBepoATHO, TpeTUW UMIEpPATOp HCHOJB30Bal I 3a4apOBaHUS
Oapbepa HEYTO TaKoe, O YeM MbI B JJAHHBII MOMEHT MPOCTO He 3HaeMm. Ham
MPOCTO HYKHO BHUMATEJIbHO MPOYECTh BCE €ro KHUru u Oymaru. S yBepeH,
OTBET TJIE-TO TaM.

K stomy Bpemenm Mbl goOpanuch a0 Bepxa. Jla yxk, s yke Hadaia
yCcTaBaTh O€rarh Mo 3TOW JIECTHUIIE.

— A MOXHO CHATH Oapbep? — cnpocwia a1 y Kpuana, npoBojs ero 3a
PYKY 4e€pE3 MEPUAOIIYIO 30JI0TUCTHIM CBETOM IUICHKY.

B koMHare ummneparopa 0OHapyKWJICS caM MPaBUTEIb U €1IE HECKOIBKO
yenoBeK. Vi ApakoHOB, KTO UX TYT ITIOUMET.

— Ox0-0-0, — IOTSAHYJI OAWH W3 HUX, 3AaMHTEPECOBAHHO CMOTPSI B MOIO
CTOpOHY. Sl TOXE MIsiHyJa Ha 4YeJIOBEKa, MOAMEYas O4YE€Hb BBICOKHU POCT,
MIMPOYCHHYIO YIIBIOKY W MPUITYPEHHBIC 11a3a, OT KOTOPHIX MOPO3 IO KOXeE
oexan. — TBoe BenuyecTBO, s ObUT HEMpaB, KOTJAa OTKA3bIBAJICS OT >KEHBI.
MHe kaxercs, s yke roroB. OTaail MHE 3Ty KpOIIIKY.

CkazaB 3TO, MyXUMHA IJISIHYJ CTOSIIIETO HEMOMAIEKY HMIEepaTopa.
[IpaBuTeny BBIVISAET TakK, CJIOBHO HHUYEr0 B 3TOM MHPE €ro He
uHTepecoBaino. [lociae Bompoca MyX4YMHBI, BJIaJIblka OTHEHHBIX JIPaKOHOB
IJISIHYJI Ha HErO MPOXJIaIHO U PABHOJIYIITHO.



— Her, — oTBEeTWIT OH, 3aJI05)KUB PYKH 32 CIIUHY.

— Ho... — Hauan Bo3paxarh 30pOBAK, HO ero nepedun Kpuas.

— Apac, xBatut! He mocraBail mmmeparopa CBOMMHU DIYIOCTSIMH, —
MPOU3HEC OH, IS HAa HA3BAHHOTO AP3COM HEIOBOJIBHBIM B3IIsiAoM. — U
OyIb BEXKIIMBEE, Iepe1 TOOOoM OyayIas uMnepaTpuiia.

[Touemy-TO OT 3TUX CJIOB S ClIeTKa CMyTHIach. Kak-To 3TO CIUIIKOM YK
IPOMKO Tpo3Byuasno. M OT 3TOro MHE ellle MEHbIIE 3aXOTEJIOCh BBIXOIUTH
3aMyX 3a umneparopa. Her, HeT, 3Ta pojb COBEPIICHHO HE AJi MEHS.
Haiinure koro-HuOyIb 1pyroro.

OcTop0o:XKHO TOJHSAB B3IVISA, S MOCMOTpena Ha umneparopa. Korma s
yBUJITA, YTO TOT CMOTPHUT TPSIMO HA MEHS, TO €/[Ba HE BCIBIXHYJIA, JKeJas
IPOBAIUTHCSA CKBO3b 3€MJII0. Bce-Taku OH Kak-TO CTpPaHHO Ha MEHS
nerctByeT. C OOHON CTOPOHBI, MHE JHMKO XOYETCA CKPBIThCS, YTOOBI HE
nonajarbcsi €My Ha Iv1a3a. A ¢ Ipyroil CTOpOHbI, BCE BHYTPU MEHS JIPOKAIO
U Kenalo eme Oosblie ero B3mIAN0B. Her, OoT Takux Inoned CTOUT
Jep>KaThbCs MOJaJbIIIE.

— Bame wumneparopckoe BeEIMYECTBO, Bbl XOTEIM IMPOUTH Yepes
Oapbep? — cupocusa s MpsMo.

Bce Tyt e nocmoTpenu Ha meHs. M 4ro Takoro s ckazana?

— Jla, — OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP, a MOTOM TOJOIIENI KO MHE U MPOTIHYI
PYKY.

UcnpIThIBaTh 4ykO€ TEpHEeHUE S HE CcTaja, Ccpa3y >Ke CXBaTwuia
MPOTAHYTYI0 PYKy M HampaBWiIach B CTOpOHY Bxoma. Hamo Oymer cHATH
Oapbep, a TOTOM MOyMaTh O CBOEM OyTyIIeM.

Hano Oyner eme pa3 cnpocuts y Kpuana, kak cHumaercst 0aprep. MHue
COBEPILIEHHO HE XOYETCsl pab0oTaTh MPUBPATHUKOM.

Mou MbICIY TJIABHO CKOJIB3HYJIM B CTOPOHY pPa3pyLIEHHOIO MopTaa.
UYro-10 31m€ech siBHO He Tak. Ho uto? Mmneparop mue conran? Ho 3auem?
UtoObl 51 He mpocuiiach Ooibie o0patHO? [louemy-TO MHE KaxeTcs, 4To
TaKOM 4YeJOBEK HE cTaja Obl OMyCKaThes 10 JkU. Het, HeT, 371ech SIBHO YTO-TO
Jpyroe.

[IpoknsiTue, pa3 nmopran pa3pyuieH, 3Ha4uT, s HE CMOTY MOMACTh JJOMOM.
W 9to MHE B 3TOM Mupe Aenarb? BeixoquTs 3amyx?

Homyctum. YecTHO TOBOps, 00 3TOM Jake IymMaTh KakK-TO CTPAIIIHO.
Her, s He Ootoch Omm3octu ¢ MyxumHou. HaBepnoe. He Oymy HuKOTO
0OMaHBIBaTh, HO ATa YaCTh OJTHOBPEMEHHO HEMHOTO TyraeT u HHTpuUryet. Ot
CaMOT0 UMIIepaTopa y MEHS MYpPaIlIKU 10 KOXKe.



[lonymaB 00 3TOM My>K4YMHE, sl 3aMETWJIa, YTO MOE€ TEJIO CTPaHHO
pearupyetr. Haxmypunace, nbITasich MOHATh, YTO HE TaK. JTO OLIyIICHHE. ..
MHE HE HpaBWJIOCh. Yem Oolibliie s KOHLIEHTPpUpPOBaiach Ha cede, TeM Oosee
HEYJIOBUMBIM CTAaHOBUJIOCH 3TO HEMOHSTHOE YyBCTBO. B3m0XxHYB, pemuia
noJiyMaTh 00 ’TOM HEMHOTO TO3Ke.

B o6miemM, Oombliie BCero MeHs BOJHYIOT MOHM o0s3aHHOCTH. JKeHa
uMIIepaTopa, UMIEpPATPHUIIa, 3TO Bellb HE MPOCTO ciioBa. CTOUT MHE BBIUTH
3aMy 3a O3TOr0 YEJIOBEKa, KaK Ha MEHS CBAJISATCA ONPE/ICIICHHBIC
oOsi3arenbcTBa. Kakue oOsi3arenbctBa? He 3Hat0, HO MHE SIBHO HE JaiyT
CIIOKOWHO 3aHMMAaThCsl TeM, 4To s Xouy. Ecnu Tak momymars, TO, BO3MOXHO,
MHE TIpUACTCS YyOPaBIATH JTHUM 3aMKOM. VMrepus — TeppuTOpHs
uMIieparopa. 3amMok (aoM) — ero kenbl. Hy, 370 s mpocTo npeanosararo.

K Tomy ke, mepBasg >KEHIIMHA HMIEPUM SBHO [OJDKHA UMETH
COOTBETCTByIOIIEe oOpa3zoBaHue. KoHEUHO, 3leMEHTapHbIE  HOPMBI
MPUINYUA s COOTI0Iat0, HO, KAaK MHE Ka)KETCs, 3TOTO OyZIeT MaJlo.

Jlyumie Bcero Ha poJib KEHbl HMMIIEpATOpa MOAXOJUT KaKas-HUOYIb
JIEBYIIIKA U3 MECTHOM 3HaTU. AX, TOYHO, Y HUX C 3TUM TYT IPOOJIEMBI.

[Topran pazpyiiieH, ummneparop, Cyls MO BCeMy, >KJIaTh OOJbIlIE HE
MOXeT (4ero TsHyJ, crhpamuBaercs). [lomyuyaercs, 4To MHE BCE€ paBHO
MPUACTCS B3BAJIMBATh 3TO HA CBOU IJICYH.

A BeIb 3TOMY JIpaKOHY TOXKE He ciaako. Kak s moHsa, Ha MOEM MECTe
JOJKEH OBITh KTO-TO Apyroil. Kpuan ke ToBOpwII, 4TO MpOM30IIIa OIMINOKa.
3HAUMUT, 5 TYT HE OJIHA MOCTPaJaBIlasi CTOPOHA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT s oullyTMIa JAaBICHUE HAa CBOEW pyke. BepHyBIIMCH B
peanbHOCTh, OCTAHOBUJIACH M HEMOHMMAIOUIE MOCMOTpENA HA CBOKO PYKY.
OO0epHyBIIKCH, MOHSJIA, YTO BCE 3TO BpEMs TalllWJia UMIIEpAaTopa 3a COOOMH.

— Ilpomy mnpomeHus! — ckazaia TOPOIUIMBO, OTIAEPTrUBasl PyKy. —
3ayMalache.

NmMneparop misiHyl Ha MEHS TakUM B3[JISJIOM, YTO MHE MTHOBEHHO
3aX0TENIOCh MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3emutto. Jla uto takoro? Ilogymaemsb, 3a
pyKy nojjepkana! OH Obl elle MIaTOYKOM BbITepCs!

— Huuero cTpaniHoro, — npou3Hec My>K4KHa, a 5 3acThlIa. B ero romoce
HE CIBIIIANIOCh HU Karii HenpusizHu. Heyxenu s mpocTo npujpymaia cede
€ro HEeJIOBOJILCTBO?

— Kxm, pma, xopomo, — pe3ko pa3BEepHYBIINCh, 5 TOPOIUIMBO
npoaoikuia ciyck. Cepaiie B rpyau KOJOTHIOCH Kak OesymHoe. Beé-taku
CTpPaHHO OH Ha MCHsI JICCTBYET.



S Obl xoTena Aepxkarbcs OT Hero mnopanbine. M B ToXke BpeMms
MOHMMAJa, YTO HHUKOrJa OOJbIlle HE CMOTY 3a0bITh 3TOT0 MYXYHHY.
CIIHILIKOM yX OH... 3aIIOMUHAOLINAKCS.

— Bame umneparopckoe BEJIWYECTBO, — Hayajda s OCTOPOXKHO, IOCIIE
TOTO, Kak chOpaBuiach ¢ Oyped BHyTpu. — CkaxuTe, a Mbl MOXKEM
MOXKEHUTHCS HE MO-HACTOSAEMY ?

Caopocus, 1 BHyTpEHHE 3aMepra, oxkuas peakiuu. CoycTsi HECKOJIbKO
TOMUTEJIBHBIX CEKYH/I, 1 BCE-TaK MPUTOPMO3uia U odepHynaack. mmeparop
CMOTpEJI Ha MEHS TaKUM B3DJISIIOM, OyATO JKelladl BCKPBITH MOW dYepen u
MOCMOTPETH, UTO TaM BHYTpHU. Ba-a-a, )KyTKoBaTO Kak-To!

— Hy, camu mocyaurte, — TOPOIUIMBO 3aroBOpuiia s, OCTaHABIIUBASChH
MOJIHOCThIO M TOBOpauuBasch. — Kak s MOHsa, mpou3olia Kakas-To
ommuoOka. M3-3a Hee mopran nepeHec MeHs. Pa3 ommbka, 3HaUUT, BBl TOXKE HE
TOpUTE KeJIaHueM OpaTh MeHs B keHbl. K TOMy ke, MOCMOTpUTE HA MEHSI, HY
Kakas M3 MEHs UMIEparpuua, — s HEJIOBKO 3acMessiach, OLIyIHas
HEJIOBKOCTb. — MBI MOXKEM MpPOCTO CHAENATh BHUJ, YTO MOXKECHWINCH. BhI
OTIPAaBUTE MEHA B KaKoe-HUOYAb JajdbHEEe UMEHHUE, a CaMU OyJIeTe CIIOKONHO
MpaBUTh. A MOTOM, KOTJa BalllW JIFOUA MOYMHATH MOPTaJl, OTIPABUTE MEHS
oOpaTHO, a BCEM CKaXKeTe, YTO Ballla CyIpyra... M, Hy ymepia. [locie storo
nepeHecere Oosee MOIXOASIIYH0 BaM JIEBYIIKY W KEHUTECh Ha Heh. A?
OTiMYHBIN TJ1aH, KaK BbI lyMaeTe?

S ynpIOHYyaCh, MBICJICHHO XBaJjisl ce€0s 32 OTIIMYHYIO MBICIb. JlymMars o
TOM, YTO HMMIIEPATOpy Jierde MeEHs JEHCTBHUTEIBHO MPOCTO YOUTh, YeM
OTHPaBIATH 00paTHO, 51 HE xoTena. OH Beap He moitaeT Ha 310? He moitaet
xe?

NmMneparop cMOTpen Ha MEHsST HEKOTOpO€ BpeMs, a MOTOM IIPOCTO
00OIIeN U MPOIOJKUIT CITYCKAThCS.

— A? — 51 pactepsiHHO 0OepHyiack. — [loueMy Bbl MounTe? — cripocuia,
TOPOIISICH 32 YXOASAIUM MYKUYMHOU. — OTin4YHAas ke MbIcab! Min s 0 4eM-To
HE 3Ha0? — S UCITyTaHHO 3aMepia. — TOJIbKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO Y BAac BO
BpeMs TMepBOW OpauyHON HOYM B KOMHATE JIODKHBI CHUJIETh KaKue-HUOYIb
cBuaerenu. He nomkHbBI BeOhb?

— Tbl TOBOpHILIb TIIYNIOCTh, — IPOU3ZHEC UMIIEPATOP.

51 BBLIOXHYIA.

— Otmuuno. Torga, kakue npoosIemMbl?

Nmmneparop pe3ko OCTaHOBWICS U TMOBEpHyJca. Ero B3misg Obul
TEeMHBIM WM TSDKENbIM. Sl BHE3amHO ONIyTHiIa ce0s MOoja JYJIOM IMHCTOJIETA.



Kazasocs, 11000€ HEIOBKOE BHKEHHE U MOs )KU3Hb 000pBeTcs. CynopoKHO
CIVIOTHYB, 5 €/]Ba 3acTaBUjia ce0sl CTOATH CIIOKOMHO.

— Tbl nymaenib, MHE Xo4yeTcs OpaTh B JKEHbl TAaKyl OONTIUBYIO U
HAJIOCJJIMBYIO KEHILIHNHY? — IPOU3HEC OH MIYX0. — S C paloCThIO OTIIPABUII
Obl TeOst 00paTHO MpsAMO ceiyac. Thl MOXKEIIb JEPKATh POT 3aKPBITHIM XOTS
Obl MUHYTY?

CmepuB MEHSI XMYpPBIM B3IVISIJIOM, UMIIEPATOpP PA3BEPHYJICS U MOIIEN
naneiie. S Bergoxnyna. Hamyran!

S muoro Gonrato? Kakas rmynocts! 1 eMy maew moaKuabIBarO, Kak
CIIPaBUTCS C CUTyallMEW, a OH €Ille U HEIOBOJIEH. MUHYTY TOBOPHIIIG?

Pa3, nBa, Tpu... miecTpaeCAT.

— MuHyTa npoiuia, — cKa3ala sl TUXO.

NmnepaTtop pe3ko 0OCTaHOBWIICSA U 3aMep. Sl BUzeIa, Kak HAIPsIKEHa €ro
cnuHa. OT Hero OyKBaJIbHO UCXOAWIN yOuiicTBEHHbIE BOJHBI. Oil, 4TO-TO 4,
HaBepHoe, crrynwia. Moxer ObITh, HE CTOMJIO €ro JlocTaBarh? MHTEpecHo,
CMOTY JIH s 100exaTh 10 Oapbepa Win HEeT?

Korpa myxumHa npOJOSDKMI CIYCK, S BBIJOXHYJA M PEIIWIIA, YTO Ha
cerofHs aoctaroyHo. Korma Mbl COyCTWIMCh BHH3, TO HMMIIEPATOpP Cpasy
nomiea B KaOuHET. S ke pacTepsHHO oONiglesaach MO CTOPOHAM, TOJBKO
ceilyac NOHMMas1, YTO YEro-TO HE XBaraeT. BepHee, Koro-to.

— A 1€ ocTajdbHbIE? — CIIPOCUJIA 5, BOIPOCUTENBHO ISl HA MYKUHUHY.

Nmneparop nomisaen Ha3al, IOTOM Ha MEHS.

— Thl mpoBeIa TOJBKO MEHS, — CKa3aJl OH U HaxMmypuics. Kaxercs, oH
TOKE€ OBLT HEMHOI'O YJUBJIEH.

— Ut0? — s pactepsnack, a MOTOM XJIOMHYJA ce0s JIaJIOHbIO MO JIOY. —
Bor npokisitue! S coBcem 3a0puia! O, TONBKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO S
JOJDKHA €I1l€ pa3 MOMHATHCS 0 3TOM NPOKJISITOW JIECTHULE? — S CKOPYMIIA
CTPaJAJIBYECKy}0 MHHY M PYyXHyJa Ha Kpeciao Bosine croma. — S
OTKa3bIBaOCh, — IPOU3HECA O€CKOMIIPOMUCCHO.

— Te1 cama BuHOBaTa, — 3aBEpWJI MEHs MYXXYMHA, IS HA TO, KaK s
OTIBIXAL0.

— A BBl MOIVIM MHE CKa3aTbh, — HE OCTAJIACh 5 B JIOJTY.

— Tw1 OGonTana, He mpeKkparas.

S oTKpbLIa POT, Keast BO3Pa3uTh, HO MTOTOM PELIWJIA, YTO OHO TOTO HE
CTOUT. DTOT yIPSIMEL HU 32 YTO CO MHOW HE COITIACUTCA.



— HWHrepecHo, a 3TOT Oapbep MOXHO CHSITh, — MpoOOpMOTaa,
CKJIaJ(pIBasi pyKH Ha Tpyau. KpuaH Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC MHE TaK U HE OTBETHIL.

— MOXHO, — HEOXHJIAHHO TMPOU3HEC HMIIEPATOpP, BBIBOJAS MEHS U3
JIETKOM 33 lyMYHUBOCTH.

— [IpaBaa? — s oxxuBmnacek. Heyxenu MmHe He npuaercs Oonblie Oeratb
o 3Toi nectaune? — 1 xak xe?

BcraB, s npuHsiack omsiabiBatbes. HaBepHoe, rie-To TyT IOJDKHA
OBITh KaKasi-HUOY/Ib KHOIIKA UM PyOUSIbHUK.

BmecTto oTBera, MyXurWHa MoleN B JIaDOpAaTOPUIO M OCTAHOBUWIICS B
rape maroB oT Asepu. [locMOTpeB BHU3, OH pe3KO B3MaxHyJ pykou. B Tor
K€ MOMEHT W3 €ro JIaJIOHW BBUIETENIa SPKO-OpaHXeBas HUTh, KOTOpas
BIIIJIaCh B KaME€Hb OKOJIO €ro Hor. CIycTs MTHOBEHHE OT I0Jia OTIAEIUIICS
POBHBIM KBajpar npuMmMepHo MeTp Ha MeTrp. OH 3aBUC B BO3AYXE,
MOJJICP)KUBAEMBbIM TOHKOM OTHEHHOM HUTHIO. f CcTOosyiia B OTHAJICHUH M
HaO0JII0/1a71a 33 MPOUCXOIAIIUM C PUOTKPHITHIM PTOM.

[locne »sToro ummneparop yOpan BBITAllICHHBIM KBaJpaT B CTOPOHY.
Koria kaMeHb KOCHYJICS M0J1a, HUTh BCTIBIXHYJIA U UCYE3Ia.

ITonHsB rON0BY, My)K4YMHA TOCMOTPEN HA MEHS. S TOPOIJIMBO MOIOILIA,
3arsbpIBasi B 00pa3o0BaBUIYIOCS ABIPY.

BayTtpu oOHapyxuiics TOPSIIMN 30J0ThIM PUCYHOK. Kpyr, BHyTpu
KOTOPOT0 MOXXHO OBLJIO YBUIETh HE3HAKOMbIE TTHUChMeHa. [lo kpasM kpyra s
YBUJIENA CEMb OTJIMYAOLIMXCS MO LBETY KPYHHBIX BKparieHud. Uto Tam
ropopusi Kpuan? LleHTp noaaepKMBaeTcs CEMbIO KpHUCTaUIaMu? 3HAYUT,
9TH BKPAIUICHUS U €CTh KPUCTAJLIIbI?

He ycnena s Hu4ero ckasarb, KaKk UMIIEPATOP CXBATHJI MEHA 3a PYKY.
Pe3kas 001b 3acTaBuiia BCKPUKHYTh. JIaJoHb OyKBaJIbHO BCIIBIXHYJIA HKAPOM.
S mopruyna, HaOMoAas1, Kak Ha MOEH JIaJIOHU HAaKarIMBaeTCs KPOBb.

On mens nopesan? OH MeHs nopesain!

S B3noxHyna ry0xe, jxenas pa3pa3uTbesi OOBUHUTEIBLHON TUPAJ0M, HO
B 3TOT MOMEHT MYXUYMHA MEPEBEPHYJI MOIO JIaJIOHb. YcreBilas HaOpaThcs
KpOBb MOTEKJIA BHU3, NPSIMO Ha CBETAIIMNCS Kpyr. Korma amas ®KUIKOCTh
JOCTUIJIa CUMBOJIOB, TO OHM MUTHYJIM OCOOEHHO SIPKO, a MTOTOM OKPAaCUJIHCh
KpacHbBIM M HaOyXju, CJIOBHO BclyuuBasich. CHycTs CeKyHAY, OHH
OTOPBAJIMCH OT I0JIa ¥ MOAHSJIMCh Ha YPOBEHbB IT1a3 UMIIEPATOpA.

Brimsaneno norpscatomie. Emnie 061 00sib B pyke He Memana, ObUIo Obl
BOOOII[E 3aMeYaTeEILHO.



[ToMopmMBIIMCH, TOMBITATACh BBITSHYTH CBOIO PYKYy W3 XBaTKH
UMIIEpaTopa, HO TOT TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE CxKall Moe 3amscthe. [locMoTpeB Ha
MEHSI, OH TIEPEXBATUII MOIO PYKY, HAKpbIBas €€ JaJoHbl0. B TOT ke MOMEHT
KHCTh Harpejach, CJIOBHO s ONMYCTHJIA €€ B ropsuyr Boay. Peskas 00ib
Hayalla CTUXaTh, OKa HE MpoIialia MOJIHOCTHIO.

Uepe3 mapy MUHYT, UMIIEpAaTOp OTHYCTHJI MEHS, MOJiYa HayuHas
pazbupaTbCs CO CBETAMIMMUCA CUMBOJIAMHU. Sl mocmoTpena Ha aOCONIOTHO
YUCTYIO JIQJIOHb KaK Ha ceapMoe uyno cBeta. Jlaxke kpou He ObLio! Kak
Tak?

Hy, cnacu6o, xoneuno. Ho B ciemyromuii pa3 mydiine npeaynpeanuTh
3apaHee.

— MHe He XO0TeNnoch CIOpUTh U yroBapuBaTh, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOD,
SIBHO TIOHSIB XOJT MOMX MBICJIEH.

51 Bo3My1IeHHO BenbixHyna. Hudero cedbe oobsicHeHue!

CoBepllIeHHO HEBBIHOCUMBIN THIT!

FEXOTCTYIIIeHHE ™ **

Parnap mbiTalsicst OTBICKaTh 3JEMEHT, KOTOPBIA MO3BOJIWI Obl €My CHSITh
O0apbep. OH He ObLT BeIMKUM Marom, kak Kpuan, HO ero 3HaHMil JTOJKHO
XBaTUTh Ha HEUYTO MOIOOHOE.

Bpewms ot BpemeHu oH Opocasi KOPOTKHE B3MISIIBI HA CTOSIIIYIO PSIZIOM
neByIiKy. HeBOJIBbHO BCE €ro MBICTH COCPEIOTOYMITUCH HA HEH.

On ponroe Bpems nondupan cede Oymymryro xeHy. EMy HykHa Oblia
CIIOKOMHAsI, TUXasl )KCHIIIMHA, KOTOpasi BOCIIUTHIBaJIA ObI ICTEH, HU BO YTO HE
BMEIIIMBAJIACHh M HE J0CTaBIsIa mpodieM. KoneuHo, BHEITHUHN BUJT TOXKE OBLIT
BaXKCH.

W oH Takyio xKeHIIUHY Hamied. Yem ToIbIie OH CMOTpeN, TeM OOJbIie
xenan. OH HeTepnenuMBO JKAal JHsS, KOTAa CMOXET YBUIETh €€ B
pPEaNbHOCTH.

Ho Bce nmouo He Tak. Ilopran mo KakoW-T1O NpUYMHE MEPEHEC K HUM
COBEPILIEHHO JPYyroro uesjoBeka. B mepBoe MrHOBEHUE, YBHJIIEB JIUIO
HE3HAKOMKH, ParHap mogymal, 4To K HUM IMEPEHECIO KaKOro-To MOHCTpA.
PazouapoBaHue ObLJIO HACTOIBKO CHJIBHBIM, YTO OH HE CMOT yAEp>KaTh CBOU
IMOITUH.

Korga Kpuan ckazan, 4to neBa BmojHe kpacuBa, Parnap He moBepui,
HO BTOpasl BCTpeya JOKaszaja, 4TO €ro JABOIOPOJIHBIA Opar HE CoJjrall.
JleBy1ika, B caMOM Jiefie, OKa3ajaach yAUBUTEIBHO MTPUBJIEKATEILHOM.



HeBpicOokuil pocT U TOHKasA, CTpoiHas ¢urypa aeianu ee Xpynkouh u
0e33amuTHON. UyBCTBEHHBIE T'yObl ymoisiau o mnouenysax. K cBemioil u
YUCTOU KOXKE XOTEJIOCh ITpUKacarbCsa. BoOCkH BETa TEMHOIO Mena Jake Ha
paccTosiHuM Kazaluch MSrkuMu. Ho Oombliie BCEro BbIICISUINCH IM1a3a,
CBETJIO-TONYObIE, HO MPU 3TOM HEBEPOSTHO SIPKUE, C HEOOJIBIITUM 3PAuyKOM.
OHM enBa JIM HE CBETWIUCH MPU3PAYHBIM CBETOM. OJTO 3aCTaBJISIO
3aJ€PKUBATh B3NS Uy Th JOJIbLIE, YEM XOTEIOCH.

K tomy e, Parnapa npuBnek He TOJBKO HEOOBIYHBIN 1IBET, HO U CHJIA,
TasAsICs 3a STUMU [NIA3AMMU.

C mepBoro B3mIsa OBUIO BUIHO, YTO JEByIIKa HemokopHa. OnHa
cMoTpesia 0e3 Majnelero crpaxa wiau noureHus. /la, oHa oOpamanace K
HEMY BEXJIMBO, HO Parnap 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO JJIsI HEE OH MPOCTO OYEPEIHOU
IIPOXOKHUM B KU3HU. DTO HECKOJIBKO. .. Pa3Ipaxalo.

Parnap ¢ camoro neicrBa NpPUBBIK, YTO BCE OTHOCATCA K HEMY C
ryOokuM mouTeHueM. llouTm Bce Bcerma HCKadd €ro BHUMaHHUS U
CTapajJiCh yroauTh. JIF0OOro Apyroro momoOHOE OTHOIIEHHE OO0S3aTeNbHO
Obl pas3Bparwiio, HO ParHap mycTh M JAepXkajics TakK, CIOBHO CUHTA
OCTaJbHBIX HUXKE ceOsl, Ha caMOM Jelsie Tak He cuuTaia. OH MOHUMAII, YTO
JKU3Hb HENPEACKA3yeMa.

OH Tak nayman. [lo Tex mop, MOKa HE BCTPETWI 3Ty JEBYIIKY.
AHanu3upysi CBOM OINYIIEHUs, ParHap 4eTko OcCO3Hal, YTO BCE JNEJI0 B
npoOuBIieMcsi BhiIcOkoMepuu. OH HACTOJNBKO TPHUBBIK, YTO BCE CKJIOHSIOT
TOJIOBBI, YTO, HE OIIYTHUB NPHUBLIYHOTO MPEKIOHEHUS, MOYYBCTBOBAN ceOs
OCKOPOJIEHHBIM.

Bricokomepue nenaer Beex cienbiMu. OHO NOAABISET 3APABbIA CMBICH,
3aCTaBIIAsl CMOTPETh HA OKPYKAIOIIMX JPAKOHOB M JIFOAEH 4Yepe3 IMpU3MY
cBOEro Besnuuus. Parnap He Mor no3BoUTh ce0e ObITh cienbiM. OH JOIKEH
ObLJT CMOTPETh Ha BCEX TPE3BbIM B3MVISAJOM, MPABWIHHO OLIEHUBATh
IIOCTYIKH, BUAETh BCE CKPBITBIE CTOPOHBI U YJIABIMBATh HACTpoeHUE. MHaue
OH MOT YTO-TO HPOIYCTHUTb.

«Kak oHa cMeeT Tak npsiMO CMOTPETh MHE B I1a3a?y

Crouso 3Toi MBICIM MEIBKHYThH B €r0 roJIoBe, Kak Parnap moHsui, 4to
MO3BOJIMJI TOPJIbIHE 3aTMUThH pazyM. D10 ObUIO omacHO. M B kakoil-To mepe
OH OBbUI MpHU3HATEICH ITOW JEBYIIKE 3a TO, YTO OHA IMO3BOJMIA 3aMETUTh
W3MEHEHUSI, KOTOPBIE MOTJIA OJTHAXK/IbI CTaTh JIJII HETO KaTacTPOQoi.

Bnpouem, mpoOuBIIMECS POCTKH OTPHUIIATEIBHBIX KadeCTB XapakKTepa
HE TaK MNPOCTO ObLIO B3ATh MOJ KOHTPOJb U MOJaBUTh. MIMEHHO MO 3TOM



IIPUYMHE, JIEBYIIKAa BCE PAaBHO €ro eme pasgpaxana. Ho B Toxe Bpems
YIUBIISLIIA.

OHa JeliCTBUTENBHO YyBCTBOBasIa ceOsi paBHOUM eMy. U yBaxuTeabHOE
oOpaleHue He MOIJIo ero oOMaHyTh. EMy kazanoch, nail el BoitO M OHA
OTOPOCUT B CTOPOHY BCSIKMI TMHETET, CIOKOMHO CTaHET Ha3bIBaTh €ro IO
uMeHH. CJIOBHO... CJIOBHO OHU OJIU3KHUE U PABHBIC CYIIECTBA.

a, 310 pazapaxano. XOTea0Ch 3aCTABUTh €€ CKJIOHUTH To10BYy. Ho mipu
BCEM MpPH 3TOM Parnap He MOT OTpHULATh, UTO €MY... HHTEPECHO.

Ona kazanach HEOOBIYHOHM, CTPAaHHO CMEJIOM, HECMOTpsS Ha JIETKHE
BOJIHBI CTpaxa, KOTOPbIE BpeMsl OT BPEMEHH UCXOAuau oT Hee. OHa JieprKalia
CIIMHY POBHO, CMOTpENa MOpPsIMO, 3aUHTEPECOBAHHO BEPTENIA TOJIOBOM H
BBIIVISIIENIa TakK, OyATO HHUYEro 3/ech HE MO0 €d HaBpenuTh. Parnap
JOTaABIBAJICSA, YTO 3TO M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA BEPUT B CBOE BO3BpAILCHUE
JTOMOM.

KoHneuHo, oTpulaTelbHble CTOPOHBI Yy A3TOM MUYY>KKH TOXKE OBLIH.
Hampumep, ee meber U HexelnaHUWE BBIXOIUTH 3a Hero 3amyx. I[lepBoe
Parnap BmojgHe MOr TepHeTh, JOCTATOYHO OBUIO MPOCTO HE O0OpallaTh
BHMMAaHUsl Ha €€ Pa3roBOphl. A BOT BTOpPOE €ro BhIOMBaio U3 kosieu. OHO
3aJIeBaJIO YTO-TO NIYOOKO BHYTPH HETO.

VY Hero Owula BiIacTh, OOrarcTBO, cuja. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, OH MPaBHII
nenon umnepuei! Kak KTo-TO Mor oTkazarbcsa OT Bcero astoro? Ilocre
JOJITUX Pa3MBIIUICHUH €My MPUIILIOCh MPU3HATh, YTO, BUIWMO, OBIBAIOT
JIXOJIY, KOTOPBIE BCE ATO HE HY>KHO. ITO HEMHOTO YIWBIISIIO, HO, OIATH XK€,
3aCTaBJISIIO UCTIBITHIBATE 00JIEe CUITBHOE JIFOOOTBITCTBO.

— V Tebs KTO-TO OCTaJICs Ha TOW CTOPOHE? — HEOKWIAHHO JaXKe IS
camoro cebs cnpocun Paruap.

— A? — neBylika MOpPrHyJa, MOCMOTPEB Ha HEro CBOMMH OOJBIIMMU
ra3amu. ParHap He Mor He mpu3HATh, YTO IVa3a y €ro Oyaylieil >KEeHbI
MPOCTO BeNUKOJIeNHbIE. CIOBHO IParoleHHbIC KAMHU, CUSIOIIUE MO/ IPKUM
cosiHlieM. — KoHeuHo! — BOCKIIMKHYJa OHa. — Ponurenu, 1py3bs u...

— N? — Parnap oruero-to Hampsarcs. EMy cOBEpIIEHHO HE TOHPABUIIOCH
ITO «U».

— JIroOuMBI, — MIENOTOM MpOU3HECTa JIEBYIIKA, a MOTOM OTYEro-TO
CMYTHJIACh U OTBEJA B3I,

Parnap npumiypusics, OKuIbIBas AEBYIIKY B3msigoM. (CHauaia OH
OLIYTHUJI JIETKOE€ HEAOBOJBCTBO, & MOTOM BHE3AIHO MOHSJI, YTO OHA HAIJIO
eMmy BpeT. UHaTepecHo, 3auem?



— Jla? — cripocui OH 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO.

JleByllika HAYEro HE OTBETWUJIA, TOJBKO KMBHYJIA, HO B3IVIS[ BCE PAaBHO
HE NOJIHsIa. ParHap KOpOTKO yJIBIOHYIICS.

— Pacckaku MHE 0 HEM, — ITOITPOCHIT OH.

JleByllIKa MEJIbKOM IISIHYJIa HAa HEro, a MOTOM OTBEpHYyJachk. [logonas k
OnmuxalIeMy CTONy, OHa HEMHOIO HAarHyjach, paccMaTpuBas pas3JIMYHbIC
koJiObl U TpyOku. Ilocnme mopHsima pyKy M TOHKUM TajblleM TOTNIaIuiia
IPO3pavHOE CTEKJIO.

— On 3aMeuaTenbHBIM, — TMPO3By4YaJd B THIIMHE €€ HEMHOTO
HEYBEPEHHBIN Tosoc. — JIFoOUT MeHst 6e3ymHo. Eciu 1 HE BepHYCh, TO €ro
cepalne M XKu3Hb OyAayT pa3Outbl. M1 Mo XKU3HB TOXKE CIIOMAaeTCs, —
MOCIEIIHO J00aBHIIa OHA, CJIOBHO YEro-TO omnacaschk. — 5l He cMory 0e3 Hero.
3akphIBalo Ia3za U BUXKY €ro yibIOKY, CHUSIOIIME Ia3a. B 3ToM romy Mbl
JOJIKHBI ObUTA MOXEHUTHCS. BBl Bellb HE pa3imyduTe BO3IOOJIEHHBIX, Ballle
UMIIEpATOPCKOE BEIMYECTBO? — CHOPOCHIIA OHA, HO MPU ATOM TaK U HE
MOBEPHYJIACh.

Parnap nmogasun cmex.

— ToI HE yMeellb BpaTh, — OPOCUIT OH.

JleBymika BckuHynaa ronoBy. CHauama B ee B3DISA€  BUICNIOCH
YAUBJIEHHE, KOTOPOE OY€Hb OBICTPO CMEHUJIOCh HErOJI0BAaHHMEM, a IIOCIIe
BUXpEM pa3IUYHBIX 3Moimil. OHa sBHO Obuta cepauta. CBeTible IMasza
HEMHOTO IOTEMHEJM, CIOBHO B YHUCTOM IMIPyAy 00pa3oBajcsi HEOONbIION
ITOPM.

— Tebs nerko uurtarh, — m00WI ee Parnap, ¢ mHTEpecoM HaOmromas 3a
CMEHOM YyBCTB Ha €€ JIUIIE.

JleBy1ika TyT k€ BO3MYIIIEHHO HaAyJIach U OTBEPHYJIACh, JaBas MOHSTh,
YTO HE JKEJIAET €r0 BUJETb.

Jla, oHa coOBeplIEHHO €My He HpaBwiach. CIHILIKOM OONTIUBasi,
B3pbIBHAs U OecrokoifHasi. OHa SBHO MPUHECET eMy MHOTro rpobieM. OH He
CMOXET CIIOKOMHO OTCEJIUTh €€ B OTIENbHOE KpbUIO U 3a0biTh. OHa
HOMPOCTY HE JacT EMY 3TO CHEJaTh.

— Huuero nono6Horo, — npoBopyasa oHa.

— Kak tBO€ nmsi? — cpocui Parnap, mogymas, 4To JOJKEH 3HATH UMS
CBOEH OyIyIieil TOJIOBHOU 0OJIH.

Pe3ko pa3BepHYBIINCH, OHA KaK-TO HEJOBEPUMUBO HA HErO MOCMOTpEIIA.
CosznaBanoch Takoe BIEUYaTIEHUE, YTO OHA OXKH/IaJIa YET0 YTOJHO, HO TOJIBKO
HE 3TOTO BOIpOCa.



— Beponuka, — nmpousHecia OHa HEYBEPEHHO, a MOTOM J00aBuia: —
Hecymas nooeny.

Parnap npunoaHsi 6poBH, BOIPOCUTENIBHO TOCMOTPEB Ha HEE.

— 3HaueHUE MOETO UMEHH, — MOSCHUIIA OHA.

OH KUHYJ, CHOBa YCTPEMJIsisi CBOM B3IJISAJT HA 3aKJIMHAHUE Tepe]] COOOM.

— Xopouree uMs, — CKa3al OH, IIOJIHOCTBIO yXOId B pEIICHHE
poOIEMBI.

NmenHo mo3ToMy OH HE 3aMEeTWJ]  HEIOBEPYMBBIM  B3MIISI,
HaIlpaBJICHHBIN IPSIMO HA HETO.

Cnoyctsa HekoTopoe Bpewms, ParHap, HakoHel, IMOHSJI, YTO HMEHHO
HYKHO Jenath. B npuHuune, 6apbep ObLT MOYTH CHAT, OCTABAIOCH TOJBKO
yOparth B LIETIOYKE KOE-4YTO, U BCE.

[lepenpoBepuB BCce emmie pa3, OH TMOMLECHWICA CBOCW Maruem K
HE0OXoAMMOMY 3BeHY U nepHysl. Ha camom pgene, takoil crmoco® siBisuics
KpanHe BapBapCKUM, HO B JaHHbIM MOMEHT Parnap He xejayg 10aro
BO3HUTHCS.

CuUMBOJIBI 3aKJIMHAHMUS TYT JK€ JIETKO 3aBUOPUPOBAIA, a TIOTOM
IOCTENEHHO NOoTyXJM. OT HEHTpa BO BCE CTOPOHBI MPOILIACH JIETKAs BOJIHA,
KOTOpas MOKa3blBajia, 4To Oaphep CHST.

— Bce? — cnpocuna Beponuka, ¢ 1r00OIBITCTBOM 3ariisifbiBas €My B
auto. JIro6oro Apyroro oH B TOT k€ MOMEHT MTOCTaBUJI Obl HA MECTO, YKa3aB
Ha TOI00HYTO Aep30cTh. Ho ceffuac oH Ul IISIHYJ HA JEBYIIKY U KUBHYIL.

OO6otins ee, OH BEpHYJICA B KAOMHET U ceJl B Kpecio. BepoHuka, c1ioBHO
NpUBS3aHHAsA, BOIILIA CIIEIOM, CAENaB IMPU 3TOM BUJ, YTO €H CIIErkKa CKy4HO.
CxBaTuB MEPBYI0 NOMNABIIYIOCS KHUTY, OHA MPHUHSJIACH €€ JINCTaTh, SBHO
JaXKe He TyMasi BUNTHIBAThCS.

Parnap naGnronan 3a Heil, B KOTOPbIU pa3 yaUBISASICH €€ moBeAeHuto. OH
3aiyMasicsi. bbUIM JIM B €ro KW3HU JPAKOHBI WU JIOAH, KOTOPbIE BEJIH ceOs
TaK CHOKOMHO HaeauHe ¢ HuUM? Kaxercsd, Ttonbko ero poxurenu. Ha ero
MaMsATH HUKTO OOJIBIIIE HE CMeJ BECTH ceds MOoJoOHBIM 00pa3oM B €ro
NpUCyTCTBUH. Jlaxke ApAdC — CTapplii ApPYr JIETCTBA — M TO CTapajcs HE
NEPEXOIUTH TPaHULl JO3BOJIEHHOTO.

JIoJKEH 1M OH 4TO-TO € 3TUM aenartek? [IpunaBienHas ropAsiHs Bejena
€My MOCTaBUTh IEBUOHKY HA MECTO, 3aCTaBUTh €€ MPEKIOHATHCS NEPE] HUM.
Ho uTo-To Oosee rmy0okoe He jKenano HUYero MeHsTh, IOPTUTDH WJTU JIOMATh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT €O CTOpPOHBI JIBEpU MOCIBIIIAICS LIyM, 3aCTaBUBIIUN
Parnapa BepHYTbCS B pe€ajlbHOCTh. BCTpSIXHYBIIUCH, OH BBINPSIMUJICA B



KpeClie M COCPENOTOYMIICS Ha Jejie. B KOHIE KOHIOB, ceudyac He M0
MOJIOOHBIX Pa3MbIIUICHUH.

Bckope B kaOuHeT mMpOKUM 1marom Boiesl Apac. OH BBIVISAET 4yTh
BCTPEBOKEHHBIM, BIIPOUEM, AK€ TPEBOr'a HE CMOIJIA IOJHOCTBIO CTEPETH C
€ro JIMIA IMHUPOKYIO YIIBIOKY.

— TBoe BenuuecTBO! — BOCKJIIMKHYJ OH. — Thl TOUueMy yiiien 6e3 Hac?

Parnap uyTe noMopmmicss OT TpOMKOTo rojoca. Bctas, OH momomien K
JIBEpH, BEAYIIUM Kya-TO 3a MpeJebl KaOUHeTa.

— Bl mpoBepuiin mojzeMenbe? — CIpOCUII OH, CIIOKUB PYKH 3a CIIUHY.

— Koneuno! — MruoBenno oro3Baiics Apsc. — Cpasy *e Mocijie TBOEro
npukasza. Mou JIF0IM OTBICKAIIN KaMepy.

— Crenpl IoOXuTUuTEIA?

— Maru nelTaIMCh OTBICKAaTh, HO HUYEro HET. SIBHO Bce 3arep, —
oTurTancs Apac.

Parmap Haxmypuicsa. Bce roBopuiio 0 TOM, YTO HX IPOTUBHHK
NEepPBOKIACCHBIN Mar. B mo0oM JIpyrom ciydae OH HE CMOT Obl CKPBITh CBOU
CJIEAbI HACTOJIBKO XOPOLIIO.

— ScHo, — kuBHYN Parnap. — Tperpero umneparopa noaHATh HaBEPX U
MOJIFOTOBUTH BCE K MOTPEOEHHUI0, — MPUKA3aJl OH, a TOTOM HEMHOTO 3JIOBEIIIE
no6asui: — CobpaTh BceX MaroB B TPOHHOM 3aiie. S Xxouy B3MIISIHYTh HAa HUX.



I1aBa 4

— Ilowpemp co MHOM, — CKa3zaJl HUMIIEPATOp, CKOJIB3HYB MO MHE
B3IVISJIOM.

S, yBieueHHas HaOMIOAEHUEM 3a TEM, KaK BBIHOCSIT TPETHErO
uMIiepaTopa, KuBHyna. Jlenarb MHE Bce paBHO HEUEro, Tak MouyeMy Obl U HE
CXOIUTb.

— A BbI He OyzieTe y3HaBaTh: moyeMy oH ymep? — cripocusnia sy Kpuana,
CTOSILLIETO PSIOM.

— Koneuno, Oynem, — ynuswics oH. — Ho He 31ech Benb. bapbep cHiIT,
3HAYUT, 3aKJIMHAHUE cOoXpaHeHusi Oonbine He pabotaer. Tena IpakoHOB
pa3pylIarOTCa MEIJIEHHEE, YEM JIFOACKUE, HO BCE PABHO MPOUJIET HECKOJIBKO
JHEW 1 MOSIBUTCS 3anaxX. Ero moToM BecbMma TPYAHO U3rHATh U3 MTOMEIICHHUS.

— A, TIOHATHO, — 5 TOKHWBaja C YMHBIM BUJOM, pyras ce0s 3a To, 4TO
caMa He J10rajJanach.

3aMeTHB, YTO UMIIEPATOP BBIXOJUT M3 KOMHAT, S B3JOXHYJla U
norienach cienoM. [logHumarecs B OouepeqHOM pa3 IO JIECTHHIIE MHE
COBEPILEHHO HE XOTeNnoch. KaxkeTcs, y MeHs y>K€ HOTM HauMHAOT OOJETh.
[To aTO¥M mpuYMHE 1UIA 1 MENJIEHHO.

NmnepaTop HECKOIBKO pa3 OCTAHABIMBAJICS, MMOATOHSAS MEHS B3IVISIOM,
HO s TIEpecTaBisja HOTM BCE€ MEIJICHHEE W MEIJICHHEE, HE JKeJas
yckopsaTbes. OCTallbHBbIE JAaBHO YK€ YIUIM BrOepea. Tak 4To Mbl CHOBa
okazanuch HaenuHe. He TO 4TOOBI MEHS 3TO HEPBUPOBAJIO, HO BUTAIOIIIEE
HaIIPSKEHUE CJIErKa IIEKOTAJIO HEPBBI.

CroycTst HEKOTOpPOE BpEMSI, UMIIEPATOPY SIBHO HAJOEIO0 UJITH HACTOJIBKO
MEIJIEHHO. [JISHYyB Ha MEHA TSDKEIbIM B3IISIIOM, OH CTPEMUTENIBHO
CIYCTWJICS WU OJHUM JBWKCHHEM IOIXBAaTWJI MEHS Ha PYKH, 3aCTABUB
3aI0XHYTHCS €/1Ba HE BHIPBABIIMMCS KPUKOM.

BuenuBmiuch B €ro 0€X/bl, S MOMbITANTaCh OTTOJKHYTh €ro, HO Ccpasy
MOHsJIAa, YTO 3Ta uAes OOpedyeHa Ha MpoBaj. XBaTka y HMIIEpaTopa
OKa3ajach IIOUCTUHE APAKOHbEW. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT MHE IOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO
HaxX0XyCh B pyKaX CTaJbHOU CTATYyH.

— Otnyctute, — norpedoBaa si, TpO3HO IISIAS HA MYXKUUHY. — Y MEHs
€CTb HOTH. I camMa MOry JIOWTH.

Nmneparop misiHy1 Ha MEHSI HECKOJIBKO CHUCXOJIUTEIBHO, OYJITO TIIsIIeN
Ha Kalpu3HOro pedeHKa U MPOUTHOPHUPOBAI.



— Bbl chaplluTe MEHS, Balle MMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIWYECTBO? —
MPOM3HECHA 1 UYyTh IPOMYE.

— ThI CTMIIKOM MEJIEHHAs, — TPOU3HEC OH.

S xorena BO3MYTHUTBCSI, HO PEIIWJIa BCE-TAKU MPOMOJIYATH. XOYETCS
€My HECTH MEHsS Ha pyKax, MyCTh HeceT. MHe e Mpolle, HE MPUICTCS
MOTETh HA ATUX CTYICHSX.

Cnycta mapy MHUHYT S C HMHTEPECOM CTaja IPHUCIYIIMBATHCS K
JBIXaHUIO UMIIepaTopa (Jenarh Bce paBHO Heuero). K Moemy yauBieHUIO,
OHO (ABpIXaHWE) HU HA MTHOBEHHUE HE COMIOCh. MyXuMHaA MOAHUMAJICS
OBICTPO, POBHO U, CYJIsl TIO BCEMY, HE OITYIIaJl HUKAKOTO BECA B CBOMX PYyKaX.

ITogoOHOE HEBOIBHO 3aCTABUIIO BOCXUTUTHCSA. ITO CKOJBKO K€ CHIIBI B
ATOM 4eloBeke? AX, J1a, OH K€ Yy Hac JIpakoH. IHTEpeCHO, OH HAa CaMOM JIeJe
MOXXET OOEpHYTbCS TpPOMaJHBIM JeTaroum siiepom? He wmory cebe
npeAcTaBuTh noaoOoHoro. Kyma neBaeTcss e€ro HbIHEIIHEE TEJIO MpH
Tpancopmanuu? Vi oHO U3MEHSIETCS, KaK Y 000pOTHEH.

IIpencraBuna, Kak 4YeJIOBEUECKOE TEJIO JIOMAeTCsl, BBITMOAeTCs U
HaYMHAET MpEBpallaThCcsl B HEYTO B COTHM pa3 Oojbiee. He mymaro, 4to s
X0oTesa Obl YBUJIETh YTO-TO MOA0OHOE BXKHMBYIO. K TOMY ke, 3T0 HeHay4dHO!
Pa3Be Takoe MOXKeET cymiecTBoBarh? A Kak ke macca? Kyna nesarorcs napy
COTEH KWJIorpaMM (WMJIM CKOJIBKO TaM BECST JPaKOHbI?), KOIJa fIIep CHOBA
CTaHOBUTCS 4enoBekoM? Hamo Oyzmer momisiieTh WX KHUTH 1O aHAaTOMUMU.
JlyMaro, OHM TOJKHBI CYIIECTBOBATh.

IToka s pa3mbIlUIsIa, Mbl YCHEIU MOJHATHCA. B KOMHaTe Hac >Kaaiu.
Korna Bce yBuEIHM MOJI0KEHHUE, B KOTOPOM MBI C UMIIEPATOPOM HAXOAUIHUCH,
TO OOJBIIMHCTBO CHAENad0 BHUJ, YTO HUYEro He mnpoucxoaut. Kpome
3nopoBsika. Kaxercs, ero 30ByT Apac. Tak BOT, OH cpasy ke 3ayXMbUISIJICA U
ABHO XOTEJ 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, HATKHYBUIMCh HA B3IV HUMIIEpATOpA,
npomonyai. [IpaBaa, 3To HE CTEPIIO € €T0 JUIA YXMBUIKY.

OCTaHOBUBIINCH, UMIIEPATOP MONNISIAET HAa MEHS HEMHOIO CTPAaHHBIM
B3rIsIoM. OH OyaTo perran: MOTY JIM s XOAUTh cama WU Il SKOHOMHUH
BPEMEHM JIyUllle HECTH MEHA U JajblIIe.

Sl Haxmypunach ¥ AEPHYIIACK.

— OrnyctuTe, — MPOU3HECHIA, a IMOCHe, OKa3aBUIMCh Ha IOdY, C
obnerueHueM BbIloxHYyNa. — Crnacubo, — moOmaromapuia, IPOBEPsisi CBOIO
OJICK Y.

— WneM, — npousHec UMMEpaTop M IMIMPOKUM IIArOM HaIlpaBUiCA K
BBIXOAY. S mocnemmuia 3a HUM.



[y Mbl TOBOJIBHO OBICTPO. UTOOBI MOCHETh MHE MHOTAA TPUXOIUIIOCH
NEepPEXO/IUTh Ha JIETKUM Oer, mpeojosneBas TaKUM CHOCOOOM Mapy METPOB.
Kyzna Tak cnemumM? Enie HEMHOTO U S1 HAUHY 3a]1bIXaThCHl.

[Ipumrypunace. Heyxxenu ummeparop AenaeT 3TO CHEIUATIBLHO, YTOOBI
MOKAa3aThb MHE, HACKOJIbKO $I MEIJIWTEIbHA W HEMOIIHA. XMBIKHYB, S
BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, MOJXBaTWiIa ynoOHee 0OKU U cjenana BUJ, 4TO BCErna
X04uy TOJIOOHBIM 00pa3oMm.

N3-3a ckopocTu s Aaxke HE ycCIela, KaK CJeAyeT ONISAEThCS IO
ctopoHaMm. Bce Moe BHHMaHue OBLJIO COCPENOTOYEHO Ha TOM, YTOOBI HE
OTCTAaTh.

Crycts COTHU KOPHJIOPOB, TIOBOPOTOB, JIGCTHHI, JBEpEH, B 0OIIeM,
BEYHOCTh, Mbl IPUOBLIN B I'POMaJHbIA 3ail. K TOMy MOMEHTY y MEHS yXKe
Hayana KpPYKHATbCS TOJIOBa OT ycranocTu. K ToMmy ke, )KUBOT, BCIOMHUB O
TOM, YTO TOIUIMBO B HETO MOCJIEIHUMN pa3 3aKUJIBIBAIM BECbMa JIaBHO, J1AJI O
ceOe 3HarTh.

Kpacora 3ana, Benuuue KOJOHH, YKPAIIEHHBIA PUCYHKOM IMOTOJOK? O
HET, HMYEr0 M3 O3TOr0 s HE BHUJENA, TaK KaK CTapaTeiIbHO IbITANACh
BOCCTAHOBUThH JIBIXaHUE U YKPAJAKOW TMOTEPETh KOMIOUUNA OOK, He
MOMOPIIUBIINACH TPU ITOM.

Nmnepatop naxke HE MOCMOTPEI HA MEHs, COCPEIOTOYMB BCE CBOE
BHUMaHHE Ha JECITKE JIOJEH, CTOSIIUX B OKPYKEHUU CTPaXKEH.

ITomotinst Onmke, Mbl OCTaHOBUIIMCH. I101aBUB JKeJlaHUE CXBAaTUTHCS 3a
UMIIEpaTopa, KaK 3a Omopy, sl BEIIPSAMUIACH U 3aMepIia.

— Y3Haenb Koro-uuoy/p? — ckazall UMIepaTop.

Cnyctda napy CekyH s MOHsJIa, YTO OH oOparwics Ko MHE. MOpruys,
Hayaja IPUCMATPUBATHCSA K JTHOASM.

— Her, — oTBeTHIA YECTHO.

NmnepaTtop nmocmMoTtpel Ha MEH BOIPOCUTEIBHO.

— TsI HE paccmoTpena?

— PaccMmorpena, — s nmokadana rosioBoi. — Bot Tonbko nocie, cuns yxe
B KaMepe, He CMOIJIa BCIIOMHUTh, KaK BBIIJIAIEI TOT. .. 3M, Mar.

[Tocne Moux cJIOB My>K4MHaA HaxMypuiics. A s uto? Panbiie Hajo ObLIO
CIIpallnBaTh, HE MPUIILJIOCH OBl UJITU CIOJIA.

— 3aknuHanue TymMaHa? OueHb YMHO, — TUXO MPOU3HEC UMIIEpaTop, a
MIOTOM, CJIOKUB PYKH 3a CIIMHY, C/IEJIAJI IIar BOEPE.

B TOT k€ MOMEHT C3a7u MOCIBIIIAIUCH TPOMKHE U TOPOIUIUBBIE IIIATH.
Crpaxku OTpearupoBajii MTHOBEHHO, OKpyXas Hac U MOBOPAUYUBASICh JIUIIOM



K ormacHocTu. Bripouem, BCkOpe BCE HEMHOIO PacCiabUIINUCh.

— Bame uMmneparopckoe BeIMYECTBO! — T'POMKO MPOU3HEC MOJIOAOU
My>K4WHa, nojn0erasi. BbIJOXHYB, OH CTYKHYN ce0s KyJIakoM MO TPyAu U
COTHYJICS ouTH nonoJiam. CTpaxku nepesr HaMH Ja)Xe HE JyMmaiu OTCTYIaTh
B CTOPOHY.

— Pazoiinurech, — mpuKa3ail UMIIEpaTop, a MOTOM, JOXKIABUIMCH, MTOKA
CTpa’k¥l BBITOJHSAT €ro MpHUKas3, MOAoIIeT K MyKuuHe Oike. — Brinmpsamuce
U JIOKJIaJibIBaid, — moTpeboBan oH. Ero romoc mpu 3TOM 3Byuall HACTOJBKO
3JI0BEIIIE, YTO 51 HEBOJIBHO MOEKUIACH.

— Jla! — MyXunMHa pe3KO Pa3OrHYJICS, OTYErO0 HECKOJIBKO CTPaKHUKOB
JNEpPHYIUCh BHepen, OyATo >Kejash CHOBa 3aKpbIiTh COO0OM HMIIeparopa.
Kcraru, cyns mo opexae, NPUIICANINNA YEIOBEK TOXKE OBLT OJHHM U3
cTpaxel 3aMka. — Hekoropoe Bpemsi Ha3aJl HaM MOCTYMWI MPUKA3: HUKOTO
HE BBIMyCKaThb 3a Mpeaesibl 3aMmka. JlecaTb MUHYT Haszaj, Mpu 00Xoae
TEPPUTOPUN NATPYJIb HATKHYJICS HAa HEU3BECTHOTO JKEJAIOIIETO MOKUHYTH
cTeHbl 3aMKa. CTpakM NONBITAIUCh OCTAHOBUTH €r0, HO TOT OKa3aJCs
CEpPbE3HOE COMPOTUBIICHUE.

— HeusBecTHBIN OB MaroM? — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO CIIPOCHIT UMIIEPaTOP.

— On 6b1 onetr B ¢dopmy crpaxeind. Cpaxancs MedyoMm. YOI JBOUX,
PaHWI TPOUX U CKPBUICS B HEU3BECTHOM HAIPABJICHUMU.

NmnepaTop KUBHYN ¥ TOBEPHYJICS K ApacCy.

— HanpaButh Ha mecto MaroB. [lycts umiyr cien.

310pOBSIK KUBHYJI M TTIOBEPHYJICS K CTOSIIIEH 0331 HAC TPYIIIE JIFOJIEH.
OtnaB mpukas, OH JOXKAAJICS, MOKAa HECKOJbKO YEJOBEK IMOKWHET 3all, a
MIOTOM MOBEPHYJICA K HaM.

— OH MOTr POCTO MPUTBOPATHCS CTPAKEM, — IPOU3HEC ApAC.

— bonplie yem yBepeH, 4TO TaK U €CTh, — COMIACWIICA UMIEPaTop. —
Ecnu oH 61T Marom, To Mbl HUYETO HE y3HaeM. Hac octaeTcst TOJNbKO J1aTh
UX JaJbHEHUIINX NEHUCTBUMH.

— PazyMHoO 1111 3T0? — ycoMHUJICST ApAcC.

— A 4TO THI NIpejyIaraeiib? — BCKUHYB OpOBU, UMIIEPATOP MOBEPHYIICS K
HauaJIbHUKY CTpaxxed. Apac HUYero He oTBeTW. — OOBICKATh BECh 3aMOK.
Nuure mobble mogo3putenbHbie cienbl. Jlonpocuts ciayr. Bo3moxkHo, Te
4YTO-HUOY/Ib BUJCIH, CIBIIIATNA WM 3HAOT. Bo3bMmu ¢ coboit maroB. Ine
Kpunan?

— OH ocrascs B TOM KOMHAare, — MFTHOBEHHO oTBeTHII Apac. Cyas mo
CEPbE3HOMY JIUILY, BECEIUTHCA B JAHHBIA MOMEHT €EMY COBCEM HE XOTEOCh.



NmnepaTop KuBHYI, AaBas MOHITh, YTO YCIbIIIAT.

— MaramMm [03BOJISI€TCS MCIIOJIB30BaTh JIIOOBIC 3aKJIMHAHUE, KOTOPBIC
CMOT'YyT IOMOYb B TIOMCKaX.

— JItoObIe? — CKENTUYECKH Mepecpocuil Apac.

— Bepno. Jlaxxe u3 3ampemmeHHoro Crucka.

— Bpsg mm xTO-TO cCommacuTcs Ha mOmoOHOE, — Apdic ToKadan
ronoBoi. — HUWKTO He 3axo4eT MOATAa4YMBaTh CBOE TEJIO IOJXOOHBIMU
3aKJIMHAHUSIMH.

— Ectp cnocoObl u30exarh pa3pylieHus, — CKazajl HMIeparop,

MHOTO3HAYHO TOIVISA/ICB HAa HadallbHUKA CTpaku. — Mmmepust He oOemHeer,
€CJIM PUHECET B )KEPTBY HECKOJILKO KYPHI] WU STHAT.

Ap>C HEIOBEPUYHMBO MOMIAE] Ha uMneparopa. Bo B3misaae HayaabHUKA
CTpaXXu MOXKHO OBLIIO YBUJIETh HECOTJIACHE.

— benoe CagareiliecTBo... — Haval OH, HO €ro MHOYTHU MIHOBEHHO
nepeous1 UMIepaTop.

— I npexpacHO MOMHIO O HAIllEeM COIVIAICHUU C JIIOACKOM LIEPKOBBIO.
Ho TbI 3205131, 4TO B HEM €CTh OTACJbHBIN MYHKT, B KOTOPOM T'OBOPUTCS, YTO
IIPU 0COOBIX 0OCTOATENHCTBAX OO0 MOXKET MPHUOETHYTH K 3aIllpeIICHHOMY
3aKJIMHAHUIO, €CJIU ATO HE BPEAUT OKPYKAIOIINM JTFOSIM.

Tonmoc mMmneparopa 3Bydasl DIyX0 U XOJOAHO. Ero B3misi HarmoMuHAI
octpue OputTBbl. CHauana s moaymaja, 4To OH paccepAwics Ha Apica, HO
CEKYHJIy CIYCTsI KO MHE MPUIILJIO TOHUMAaHUE, YTO THEB MPABUTENSL IPAKOHOB
HaIlpaBJICH BOBCE HE Ha HayaJbHUKA CTpa)xeil, a Ha Koro-to apyroro. U 4
Ja)Ke JOTabIBAlOCh HA KOT'O HUMEHHO.

— Pa3 Tak, To s nomen, — Apac IKOObI OECIEUHO YIBIOHYIJICS U CTYKHYI
cebs kynmakoM mo rpyau. Ilociae 3Toro oH pasBepHyJNICS M HampaBWICS B
CTOPOHY IPUTAUBIIKXCS MaroB. — Ha Onwkaiiiive yacel Bbl IEPEXOAUTE MO
MO€ KOMaHJIOBaHUE.

— Yrto mpoucxoaut? I7e BEepXoBHBIM Mar? — 3ajajl BOIPOC OAWH U3
4apo/IeeB.

— MeHbI11e BOIIPOCOB, — PBIKHYJI Ap3C HEOOBOJIBHO. — bonbiie aena.
Ceituac s BaM 00bsICHIO Bally 3aja4y. CiylaTh BHUMATElIbHO, U MOTOM HE
TOBOPUTH, UTO HE CJIBIIIAIIN WA HE MOHSIIN.

Nmnepatop He cTan ciayniaTh HHCTPYKTAXK, MOJIOKUB OJIHY COTHYTYIO B
JIOKTE€ PYyKy 3a CIMHY, OH HalpaBwicsi K Bbixoay u3 3ana. llorsigeB Ha
Apaca, s pacTEepsSHHO MOTONTAJNIACh HAa MECTE, a MOTOM IMOCHeluIa 3a
YXOASAIIUM UMIIEPATOPOM.



— S otBeny TeOs B TBOM KOMHAaThl, — Ha4aJl OH, KOIJa s JIorHaja ero u
nonuia psaaom. — Tebs OyayT oxpaHsaTh. B KOMHarax ecTb KHWTH, MOYMUTAM.
[Tuiny OyayT MpUHOCHUTB.

— JlyMaeTe, KTO-TO pelIMTCS HalacTh Ha MEHS CHOBa? — COPOCHJIA C
JIETKOM OMNAaCKOM.

— bonee dyem yBepeH, — IMPOM3HEC MMIIEPATOP, a MOTOM JT00aBWII: —
KomHaTkl HE MOKUIATD.

MeHst COBEpIIEHHO HE YCTPaUBaJO TO, YTO 5 YCIbIIIANA, HO CIOPUTH HE
crayia. YecTHO roBOps, CErOAHS 5 YK€ HcUepraja 3anac YHEprun. XOTeI0Ch
CIIOKOWHO 1T000e/1aTh, a MOTOM MOAYyMaTh O TOM, YTO JIeJaTh JaJIbIIIe.

Moe MonyaHue SBHO YAMBWIO HMMIIEpaTopa, HO OH HE CTall HUYETO
CIpaluBarh Wid J00aBisATh. CHyCTs MHUHYT JECSATh Mbl JOOpalUCh 10
KOMHAT, KOTOPBIE Sl TOKUHYJIA HOYBIO.

[TonpomiaBmuce co BCeMH, 51 BOILJIa B KOMHATHI M 3aKpblia 3a cOOOM
IBEephb. BhIIoXHYMa. 3a MOCHEAHUE HECKOJIBKO YacOB CO MHOHM CIYYHJIOCH
CIIMIIIKOM MHoroe. HepBbl ObUIM HaINpsOKeHbI M TOJOO0HBI TOHYANIITHAM
CTpyHaM.

[Ipoucxomsimiee 10 CUX MHOP KazajloCh YEM-TO HepealibHbIM. Ha
MTHOBEHHME § Ja)e MoJiyMaJia, YTO CTOMT 3aKPhITh I71a3a, U s MPOCHYCh J0Ma
nepes; kommpiorepoM. [loiimMy, 4TO BhIOpaia CIOWIIKOM CKYYHBIM (DHIIBM H
YCHYJa, HE 3aMETHUB HTOTO.

OTTOJKHYBIIUCH OT JBEPH, MPOIILJIa HECKOJIBKO I11aroB BIIIyOh KOMHAThI
1 noxJioma’a cebs 1o mekaMm. boiabHo! 3HaunT, Bce-Taku HE COH.

HaBepHoe, MHe cTOMIO OBl YHAapuUTbCS B CJE3bl WM, HAKOHEII,
MOAJAThCsl TAHUKE, HO s JIMIIb pPYXHYJa B OJuxkaiiliee Kpecio Hu
0€CCMBICIICHHBIM B3IVISIZIOM YCTaBHIIACh TIepe]] COOOIM.

A Teneps 1o nopsAaKy. A AeHCTBUTENBHO OKa3ajach B Apyrom mupe. Ho
IJJABHOE€ BOBCE€ HE 3TO, a TO, YTO MHE MOPUACTCS BBIUTH 3aMyX 3a
HEJIFOOUMOro U aake He yenoBeka. M uro nenars? bexars — He BbIxom. S
HHUKOTO B 3TOM MHpE HE 3Haw. MeHs OBICTpO HaAWIyT, yYMTHIBas, 4TO
3JICIIIHAE Mard MOTYT C JIETKOCTbIO OTHICKATh CIIE/I.

Jlaguo, xopomio. Coexars S He MOTY. 3HAYUT JIM 3TO, YTO S JOJKHA
cmuputhcsa? He xoremock Obl, HO, Cyasl 1O Bcemy, Ipuaercs. Torma MHE
CTOMUT BBIPA0OTATh CTPATETHIO.

JKuTh B BEUHOM CTpecCe€ MHE HE XOUETCsS. A €CJM S HauHy JOCaXJaTh
UMITIepaTopy, TO Hallla )KU3Hb Oy/IeT BBIIJIAIETh Kak 1osie 00s. HyxHO 1 MHE
nono0OHoe? HeT, coBepilieHHO HE HY>KHO.



HNtak. B nma"Hbii MOMEHT MHE HEOOXOAMMO NPHUHATH CHUTYAIUI0 U
clellaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, 4YTOOBI HU3BJIEYb M3 HEE KAK MOXHO OoJibliie
BbITOABI. HauHeT ¢ MiIrocoB.

B uem xopoi Opak ¢ UMIEpaTOpoOM JAPAKOHOB?

JIns Hauanma CTOMT CKa3arb, YTO IIPABUTENIb KPAalHE CUMIATUYHBIN
myxxunHa. Eciau He oOpamiaTh BHUMaHHUSI Ha €r0 TSDKEJBIA XapakTep, TO
BIIIOOUTHCS B HEro OyleT MpOCTO. Y HEro BhIPA3UTEIbHBIC IV1a3a, BHICOKUU
pOCT, WMIMPOKUE IUIEYM WU CUiIbHbIe pyku. He crany orpumnarh, y HEro
MpUATHAS JJIs MOETO I1a3a BHEITHOCTb.

Hanee. Kto He MeutaeT o Goratoii u 6e33a00THOM *)u3HU? HaBepHoe,
TOJIKO T€, KTO 3HAET, 4TO OOrarcTBO TaK MPOCTO HE JAETCs, JAa U MOCIE
MPUHOCUT MHOTO npobsieM. Ho He Oyny ceiluac o MUHycax.

NmMneparop OpakoHOB SIBHO MOXET OOECIEYUTh BCEM HEOOXOIUMBIM
CBOIO KEHY. A 3TO BKyCHas €7]a, KpaCUBbIE IJIaThs, APATOUEHHOCTU. MHE He
NpUAETCS yOuparbcsi, TOTOBUTh WIM CTUPaTb éMy HOCKU. Bce 310 3a MeHs
cAenaror ciyru. Pa3zee He 3amedaresnbHo?

Kakue enie miatockl MOTYT ObITh B 3aMYXECTBE C KPACUBBIM U OOTaThIM
MYXKYUHOU.

Bnacts? Hy, MmoxeT u oHa. $1 HuKOr/1a paHee He MeuTalia, YTOObI JIFOIH
NPUKJIOHSUIUCh TE€PEeI0 MHOW WM OTHOCWIHUCH C HPEYBEJIUYEHHBIM
nmouTeHueM. BeposiTHO, NIt KOro-TO 3TOT MYHKT ObUT ObI PEIIAroIIuM, HO
TOYHO HE JIJI1 MEHSI.

Uro eme? Heyxenu Bce?

Torna munycei? O, gymato, ux OyleT CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

Xapakrep uMmmeparopa.

OH chuIIKOM TsDKENbIM, AaBsuuii. Korma si roBopro, MHE MOCTOSIHHO
KOKETCS, YTO OH HEJOBOJIEH MOMM MOBEACHHEM. OTO BbIMATBHIBACT U
3aCTaBJIIET COMHEBATHCS B CBOMX MOCTYTKAX.

Hern.

Her, s He roBOptO, 4TO AeTH — 3TO W10X0. [IpocTo AeTen s nmaHupoBasa
HEMHOTo mo3xke. UTo-To MHE MOJICKa3bIBAET, UTO HUKTO MEHS HE Oyaer
CIpallMBaTh: XO4Uy s WM HET, TOTOBa WJIM HET. J[Jisl ynpouyHEHUs BIACTH
UMIIEPATOPy SIBHO HY)KEH HACIEAHUK. A 3HAUYUT, POKAThb MHE MPUIETCS B
camoe OvKaiiiee BpeMs.

Hy u nycts. Jletn — 310 panocts. [lonymaems, ronoM panseliie, roaom
1mo3xe. [ maBHOe, YTOOBI TO MECTO OBLIO IS HUX Oe30I1acHO. A BOT B TOM
1 HEMHOTO COMHEBalOCh. KTO-TO SBHO XO4Ye€T HaBpPEAUTh MECTHOMY



npaButento. M nagHo s, HO Belb U MOU Oyayuiue AETH MOTYT MONacTh MOJ
paznady.

Mowu 00s13aHHOCTH.

HyxHo OyzneT y3HaTh, Kakue 0043aHHOCTU y UMIIepaTpullbl. JlomkHa
s 0 4YeM-TO 3a00TUThCS, BECTU KaKUe-HUOY/b XO3SMCTBEHHbIE KHUTU WIIU
YTO-HHOY/Ib B 3TOM pOJIE.

Kpome Toro, MHE HEOOXOAMMO U3YyUYUTh MECTHBIN ATUKET. Masio u, 6ai
KaKkou-HUOY/b, a 51 3HATh HE 3HAI0, KaKk CTOUT ceds BecTu. K Tomy ke, Tam
BEJIb MHOTO BCSIKUX HIOAHCOB, B KOTOPBIX 5 HUYETO HE TTIOHUMAIO.

3HAYUT, 3aMyxK?

MoprayB, s ocMOTpenach 0ojiee OCMBICIICHHBIM B3IJIsA0M. Bcrana,
MPOILJIACh [0 KOMHATE, MOJIONUIA K OKHY M BBINNIsIHYJa Ha ynuily. He 3Hato,
IJIe€ CTOUT 3aMOK, HO U3 MOEr0 OKHa ObLJIO BUIHO TOJBKO JIEPEBbSI BHU3Y,
CKaJlbl KO€-TJIE U TOPBI BIAJICKE.

N uto Tyt nymare? Pemeno, s BBIXOXKY 3aMyx!

A Ttenepb cepbe3Ho. Pa3 yx s Bce pemniuia, ToO MHE CTOMT BhIpaOOTaTh
JMajdbHEUIyI0 cTpareruto. [ Hayama MHE HY>KHO HallaluTh OTHOIICHUS C
uMIiepaTopom. XoTst Obl y3HATh, KaK €ro 30BYT.

Cyns mo BceMy, OH HE CIUIIKOM OONTIWBBIA YEIOBEK, HE JIOOUT
[IyNOCTh W IIyM. 3HA4YMUT, HEOOXOIMMO BECTH ce0si Oojee ciep:KaHHO.
Hanetrock, 310 OyzieT He TPYAHO.

CTouT MOMPOCUTH €Tr0 BBIJICTUTh MHE KaKUX—HUOyIb yuutenend. Uto
MHE CTOMT 3HaTh? Jlymaro, MHOroe. MHOro pas yxe YNOMSHYTBII 3THKET,
HUCTOPUIO TOTO MHUPA, MOJIOKEHUE JIeJI B HBIHEIIIHEE BPEMsl, KaKylo €1y TyT
€IST, KAKOW Cerlvac CTPOM, KaKOM roJl, U Tak Jajee U Tak aanee. To eCTb, MHE
HEO0OXOANMO 3alIOMHUTH OYE€Hb MHOTOE.

C omHOW CTOpPOHBI, 3ByYMT Iyrarome. A ¢ Apyrom CTOPOHBI, BEChbMa
MHTEPECHO. DTO BE/lb LIeJIbI HOBBIM MUp. Kpome Toro, TyT ®KUBYT HE TOJBKO
JIOAM, HO U ApakoHbl. I KTO 3HAET, MOXET ObITh, €CTh €Ille KaKue-HUuOyb
CYILIECTBA.

Mowu pa3mblliuieHus1 ObUTH NPEpBaHbl CTYKOM. Pe3ko pa3BepHYBIIUCH, 5
3amepna, npuciymuBasck. CIycTs mapy CEKyHJ IMOHsJIa, YTO CTy4dald B
JIBEPb.

— Bolinure! — kpukHyna, onacasich, 4YTO C TOW CTOPOHBI MEHSI MOTYT HE
YCJHBIIIATD.

JIBeph B TOT K€ MOMEHT OTKPbLIACh M BHYTPb, JACprKa MOAHOC, BOIILIA
JIEBYIIKA. YBUJIEB MEHS, OHa MOMEHTAJIbHO CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY U MpHCEa.



— JloOpeiit aenb. Bam oOen, rocmoxa, — mposeneraia Ta, Jaxke He
Jymasi BCTaBaTh MPsIMO.

— IlocTaBp Ha cTOJN, — MOMpoOCHUia, HaOMOAas 3a TeM, KakK CIyKaHKa
TOPOIUIMBO M HEMHOIO HEPBHO ycTpemisiercs kK croiy. [locTtaBuB momHoc,
OHa CHOBa Ipucena. — JKenaere eiie 4To-HuOyb.

— Her, cnacu6o0, — mobnarogapuia s. — Eciiu uTo, st TO30BY.

JleBylIka KMBHYJA U TOPOIUIMBO BBIILIA 32 ABEPb, TUXO MPUKPHIB €€ 32
coboit. IlpumnrypuBmmucek, MOIIsSAeTa Ha BBICTABICHHBIC Tapelku. EcTh
XOTEJIOCh Y>KaCHO, HO B TOJIOBY IpHUIIIA MBICIL 00 OTpPaBJICHUHU. DTO BEIb
TaKoOM MPOCTON CIOco0 yOUTh YETOBEKA.

N uto Tenepy aenarb? Hago ObUIO 3ajiepkaTh CIIY>KaHKY U JaTh €M
onpoOoBaTh NEPBOM.

NmnepaTtop Bpozie TOBOPUI O CTpaKe. A €Cu B €1I¢ Ha CaMOM JIeJie s,
HE CTaHy JM s KOCBEHHbIM yOuiinei? S naxe aymarb HE XOdy, 4TO
HEBUHOBHBIN 4eNIOBEK, MOMPOOOBABIINI €y MEepe/l0 MHOM, yMPET Ha MOMX
ra3ax. Sl noTom cnarb CIIOKOWMHO HE CMOTY.

IToMeTaBIINCh HEMHOTO IO KOMHATE, sl BCE-Taku pemmiach. OTKpHIB
JIBEPb, S BBIIILIA B KOPUAOP.

JIBO€ CTpa>KHUKOB MTHOBEHHO ITOBEPHYJIUCH KO MHE.

— Tam ema, — Havayma s, ourymas ceOs ciierka HEJTOBKO, — €€ Obl
IPOBEPUTH, — J0OABUIIA THUXO.

CTpaXHUKHU NEPENNISIHYIUCH.

— S Oyny 31ech, — ckazai oguH. — ['ocroXka, BEpHUTECh B KOMHATHI.

ITocie 3TOro oauH U3 CTpaxkeu yIen.

— A KyJla OH? — 3aMHTEpPECOBAIIACH 4.

— [IpuBeneT noBapa u CiIy’KaHKy, KOTOpasi IPUHECIIA BaM €1y, — OTBETHII
BE)KJIMBO MY>KUYMHA, ONJISIABIBAS. HA MEHS YKPAIKOM.

PemuB, uto OOJbIIE MHE CKa3aTh HEYEro, s BEpHYyJach B KOMHATy U
cena B kpecino. K eage s He mnpurparuBanach, TEPHEIUBO HOKUIASCH.
[Ipouwto nmecsaTh MUHYT, MATHAAIATh, mondaca, 4yac. M toe Bce? Bceras,
MPUHSIIACH XOAUTH MO KOMHaTe. Tak U HEPBHBIN CPBIB MOKHO 3apaboTaTh!

He BeITepneB, nomonuia k aBepu. IloTsHynack K pydyke, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT JBEph cama 1Mo cebe OTKphUIach. V3-3a HampspkeHHs, s HEPBHO
B3/IpOTHYJIa, OTACPHYJIA PYKY U IIarHysia Hazas,.

— Thl B moOpsAJIKE? — COPOCUIT UMIIEPATOP, BXO/sI B KOMHATy TBEPIABIM
[IaroM.



OKuHYB MEHS B3INISII0M, OH MOMJIAIEN B CTOPOHY CTOJIA.

— 1 He ena, — cKasaja TOPOILIMBO, BBICTABIISAS MIEpea COOOM JIaJOHHU.

Nmnepatop Ha 3TO KMBHYA W mogomien K croiny. Ciegom 3a Moum
OyayluM My>keM B KoMHaTy Boien Kpuas.

— Y10 cnyunnocs? — CIpoOCHiIa s, OLLyas XOJ0I0K.

— IloBap u ciryaHka MEPTBbI, — KOPOTKO OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP.

— A ToT cTpax?

— JKug, — Kpuan B3mMaxHyn pykou HaJ ITOAHOCOM. B TOT € MOMEHT B
BO3AyX€ TOSIBUJIACh KpacHasi CETh, KOTOpAs YEpe3 HEKOTOPOE BpEMs
olmycTuiiach Ha eny. — Ha gompoce, — no6aBwiI oH.

— DTO s mOINpocuia NPOBEPUTH, — IMTPU3HAIACH, ONIACASICh, YTO HAKAKYT
HEBUHOBHOTIO YEJIOBEKA. — A OH ITOLIEN 3BaTh IOBAPa U CIIyKaHKY.

— MbI 3HaeM, — KOPOTKO CKa3asl uMmreparop. — Uto tam?

— Ilpuibiia O0NOTHOM Kynuubl, — oTBeTUNl Kpuan moutu cpazy. — He
MMeEeT BKyca, He naxHer. [locie nomaganus B opraHusM, CMEPTb HACTYHaAET
B TEUCHUE MATHAAUATA MUHYT. YEJIOBEK 3aChINACT U BO CHE 3a/IbIXaCTCA.

Sl ucnyraHHO B3JIpOTHYyJA, MOHMMAs, 4TO H30€Xkalla CMEPTU TOJIBKO
Onaroiapsi CBo€il Be3y4eCTH U MapaHONu, TPOCHYBIIEICS BeChMa BOBPEMSI.

Nmneparop nocne cnoB Kpuana nHaxmypuiics. CI0KUB PyKH 3a CIIHHY,
OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha MEHSI 3alyMYUBBIM B3IJIAI0OM.

— YT0? — NUCKHYJIA, YyBCTBYS HEKOTOPYIO HEJIOBKOCT.

— YckopuTh TPUTOTOBICHUSI K CBajn0e, — NPOU3HEC HMIIEPaTop,
IIOBEpHYBIIUCH K Kpuany.

— Ho, moit umneparop! — Bckunyncs Kpuna. — Mel u Tak nemaem Bce
BO3MOXKHOE, — MPOOOPMOTAJ OH UyTh THILIE, a [IOTOM CO B3JJOXOM J100aBUII: —
Xopouio, s Bac MOHSII.

— IIpoBepr KOMHATy, — PHUKa3al UMIEPATOP, CTPEMUTEIIBHO BBIXOIS 32
JBEPb. — YCUJIUTH CTPAXKY, IPOBEPATH €4y U IUThe. HUKOTO HE BIyCKaTh.

l'onoc mmneparopa MOCTENEHHO CTAHOBUIICS BCE THUIIE W TUIIE. MBI C
Kpuanom, ocTaBIIMCh HACAWHE, IEPEIIHYIUCH.

— MoOXXHO 7u MOCTaBUTH Oaphep HA MOUX KOMHAaTax? — CIOpocHia s,
noJlyMaB, 4TO TMOJ00HOEe OyJeT Kak Henb3s Kcratd. KoHeuHo, cuaeTh
B3aIllEpPTH, KaK B TIOPbME HE CIIMIIKOM XOTEJIOCh, HO JIy4llE€ yX TaK, YeM
MIPOCHYTHCSI HOYBIO OT TOTO, YTO HaJl TOOON CTOUT yOwiilla ¢ 3aHECEHHBIM
HOXOM.

Kpuna 3agymancs Hag MOUMU CIIOBaMU.



— 4 moroBopro ¢ mMmneparopoM. Eciii OH BBIAEIUT KPHUCTAJUIBL, TO S
MOCTaBIIIO Takou Oapwep, — mycTh KpuaH u ToBOpUII ¢ yBEPEHHOCTHIO, HO B
€ro rojJI0CE€ BCE-TAKM CIIBIIIANACh JIETKOEe COMHEHHE. OH SIBHO HHMKOTZA HE
CTaBHWJI HUYETO MOoA00HOr0 paHee.

— Xopotiio, — s ynbiOHynack. — Cnacu6o Bam. CKaxkuTe, a MEHSI CETOTHS
HakopmsAT? IIpocTo s He ycmena MmoecTb, a BPEMEHU YXKE MHOIO, —
TOPOILIUBO J00aBUIIA, IVISIHYB B CTOPOHY OKHA. — YK€ MOYTH Bedep.

Kto 0 4em, a ronoaHbli 0 efe.

Hogyto nopuumio el mpuHECIn J0BOJIbHO ObicTpo. g Havana Kpuan
MIPOBEPUJI €€ C TMOMOIIBI0 Marvu, a MOTOM eIe W MONpPoOOBaJl MPU MHE.
TOABKO MOCHE ATOTO S CMOIVIA CHOKOMHO MOECTh.

IToka g Hacelmanack, Mar ymesn. Buaumo, nomen npoCuTh KpUCTAJUIBL.
Kak okazanoch, B CBOMX NPEAONIOKEHUAX 51 Obla mpaBa. CycTs HEKOTOpOe
BpEMs OH BEPHYJICS C KPAaCUBOW PE3HOM IIKATYJIKOU B pyKax.

— Kpucranisl? — nonto0O0NbITCTBOBANA 5, BCTaBasi C Kpecia U MOAXO.s
Kk Kpuany.

— BepHo, — OTBETHJI OH M OCTOPOKHO NOCTaBWJI LIKATYJIKY Ha CTOJ.
[ToMennuB HEMHOTO, OH OTKHHYJ KPBIIIKY B CTOPOHY.

Ha TteMHO-cHHEN TKaHU B HEOOJIBIIUX YTIIYONEHUSIX JICKAIU CUSIONINE
BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM KpacHble kamHU. X (opma HamoMmuHama orpaHeHHBIE
MyJU C OCTPBIMH KpasiMU ¢ 00EUX CTOPOH.

Kazanock, 4To BHYTpH HUX KITyOUTCSI CBEPKAIOIINX TyMaH.

— Kpacussble! — BocxuTHIach 1.

— $1 monHOCTRIO comtaceH, — npousHec KpuaH, oCTOpOXKHO MpUKACASICh
K KaMHsIM. CIyCTsi HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OH BCTPSAXHYJICS, CIOBHO cOpachiBas
orneneHenue. — Tak, gaBaiite, BbIOEpeM MecTO, — CKazaB 3T0, Kpuan
MPUHSIICS OMISABIBATE KOMHATy. OTOIBUHYB CTOJ, OH OTKHMHYJI B CTOPOHY
noJioBUK. — [ymato, 351ech OyIeT HOpMaJlbHO.

— Mos nomonis HykHa? — COpocuia s, MPU 3TOM JieJlas HECKOJIBKO
11aroB Ha3aj, YTOObl HE MEIATh.

— Her, — Kpuana nokauain ronoBoit. — [Ipocto momuure.

A cvmupenHo 3aruxiia, HaOmromas 3a paborort Kpuana. Tor B cBoro
oyepeb BBITAIIMI U3 KapMaHa HEUYTO OTIAJICHHO MOXO0XEE Ha JUIMHHBIA U
TOJICTBIM KapaHJalll. A MOCJE 3TOr0 MPUHSJICA YEPTUTh PUCYHOK Ha TOIY.

JInga Havyan OH BBIUEPTHI HICAIBHO POBHBIM Kpyr. Ilotom Hauan
BIMCBHIBATh B HErO0 MHOTOYMCJICHHBIE HE3HAKOMbIe CUMBOJBI. Korga kpyr



OBbLT IOJTHOCTBIO 3aII0JIHEH 3HAKaMU, OH HaY€pTHJI CEMb KPYIIHBIX CUMBOJIOB
IpsIMO Ha Kpyre. YeM-To 3TH NUCbMEHA OXOANUIN Ha HEPOTIIU]BI.

3akonuuB, Kpuan BeimpsaMuics u yopal kapaHjail oOpaTHO B KapMaH.
VYcrano B3IOXHYB, OH ymaja B Onrkaiilliee Kpecio U MPUKpbUT miaza. Sl
Monyana. Mano 1M, cOObIO €ro CBOMMM pPAa3rOBOPaMH C KOHILIEHTpAlUU.
XOTs1, 4ECTHO MPU3HAKOCH, B TAHHBI MOMEHT MHE JIUKO XOTEJIOCh CIIPOCUTH
y HEro, BCE JIM HOPMaJIbHO.

OtnoxHyB HeMHOro, KpraH nogHsics U pacupocTep HaJ KPyrOM PYKH.
Ero ry0ml 3ameBenunuch. OH CTOSUI C 3aKpBITBIMM TIJa3aMUd U YTO-TO
mentai. C pyk cOpBaJiCsl KPAaCHBIA CBET, KOTOPBIM MOCTENEHHO BIUTHIBAJICS
B PUCYHOK. TOT B CBOIO Ouepenb C KaKJIOW CEKYHIOM HAIMBAJICA JKAPOM.
Crnyctss MUHYT NATHaAUATh OyKBbBI Hayajdd IMyJbCHPOBaTh, HAIOMUHAs
OTOJICHHBIE BEHBI, IO KOTOPBIM OEXKHT aJiasi KPOBb.

Kak Ttonmpko 310 mpomsouuto, KpuaH MaxHyl pykamMH B CTOPOHY
LIKATYyJKU. J[B€ anble HUTH COPBAIMCH C €T0 PyK U YCTPEMWINCh K KAMHSM.
Cpa3zy nociie 3Toro KpucTajuibl Bocapwiy 1 npuonusminck k Kpuany. Ouu
BBICTPOWJINCh KPYTOM, MEUIEHHO IIOBOPAYMBAsACh BOKPYT CBOEH OCH.
[TocTeneHHo BOKpYT HUX Ha4Yasl pa3roparbcsi OarpsiHbIi CBET.

S crosna, 3amepeB. To, uro s BUJena, ObUIO OJHOBPEMEHHO H
NOPA3UTEIBHBIM, U KPAaCHBBIM, U ONAacHbIM. MHE Ka3ajocCh, YTO IO TEILy
TyJIsieT XOJoH. IJsHyB Ha CBOIO pyKy, S 3aMETHJIa, YTO KOXKa IOKpBITa
MypallKamu.

C Kaxx10¥ MpOICHHON MUHYTOW HAaIPSYKEHNE B KOMHATE MOBBIIIAIOCH.
A npplmana depe3 pa3. B TOT MOMEHT, Korzma CBET BOKPYI KPHUCTAaJUIOB
YCWJIWJICSI HACTOJBKO, YTO CMOTPETh Ha HUX ObLUIO OOJBHO, OHU PE3KO
COpPBAJIMCh C MECTA U BOH3WJIUCH B MOJI. Sl HEBOJIBHO B3IPOTHYINA, Aeias CIle
OJIVH IIar Ha3aJl.

Ot kpyra BO BC€ CTOPOHBI IponLIach BojHA. U g ee oTuennBo BUaena
u omymana. Kpuan nokayHysncs, a B CIEAYIOIIAN MOMEHT OMYCTHJ PYKH.
Kpyr no-npexxHemy cierka cusui. KpucTamibl okazainuch BOUThI B KAMEHHbBIN
I0JI ITOYTH ITOJHOCTBIO.

— Bot 1 BCce, — XpUILIO NMPOU3HEC Mar U ClIeJiall Iapy 11aroB B CTOPOHY
Kpecia.

S cxxana 4yTh ApoKallue pyKd U MOJOIIIa OIKe.

— Bce B mopsiake? — crnpocuia, TPEBOXKHO IISAS Ha 00€CKPOBIECHHOE
nuno Kpuana.



— Bce OommM4YHO, — € JIErKUM CMEIIKOM OTBETHJI TOT. — bapbepsl
CEIBpMOTO TUIIA CAMBIE SHEPTOEMKHE.

O06oiias cBeTsAUN KPYT, 5 cela B Kpeclio.

— A ero MOXHO Kak-HUOynb NPUKPBITH? — crpocuina si. Kpyr He
BBITVISIZIEN OMACHBIM, HO TIPU 3TOM S OIlylajia JIETKUI TUCKOM(OPT.

— Koneuno, — Kpuan kuBHyI, a mOTOM BCTal U BEPHYJ KOBPUK U CTOII
Ha MECTO.

— W KTO Tenepb MOXKET BONTH crofia?

— TONBKO BHI U 1.

— A... — s clerka 3amsiiach, — UMmneparTop?

Kpuan naxmypuiics. OH 3alyMYrBO NODJISIAET B CTOPOHY JIBEPU, TTOTOM
IIepeBeIt B3NS Ha CTOJL.

— EMy 3TO HE MOHpaBUTCs, — TUXO Ipor3HeC OH. U s cpasy noHnsmia, 4to
Kpuan He no0aBui uMmIiepatopa B CIHCOK Te€X, KTO MOXET CIIOKOHHO
BXOJIUTh U BBIXOAUTH U3 MOUX KOMHAT.

— OnHO3HAYHO, — COMIACHIIACh §, CTapasch OBITh CEpPbE3HOW, HO HE
yaepKajiach U yiblOHynack. — Bel 3a0bu1n?

— Koneuno, Her! — wrHoBeHHO Bo3myTtwics Kpuan. Cynsg no
TOPOIUIMBOCTU OTBETA, TOT HA caMoM Jejie 3a0bul 00 mMIieparope, Koraa
yctaHaBnuBas Oapbep. — IlpocTto Oapbep cenbMOro THUIMA CIHHUILKOM

CIOXKHBIM. Mou cwibl OBUTM HampaBieHbl Ha TO, 4YTOOBI YAep»KaTh
3akiauHanue. Eciau Obl 1 He cMOT 3TOro, To Majio ObI HaM HE MOKa3aJIOCh.

— Bce nmoHsTHO, — 51 KUBHYJIA, MpsYa YIBIOKY.

ITociie 3TOro MOTSAHYJIUCH HECKOJIBKO TOCKJIMBBIE AHU. MMmeparop mo
KaKOW-TO MpUYWHE OOJIbIIIE KO MHE HE MPUXOAWI. MO0 ey MOCTOSHHO
npoBepsiin. KOMHaThl OXpaHsIuCh YETBEPKOUN CTPAKEH.

MHe crano CKy4YHO Ha CHeAyrolUd ke AcHb. VIMEeHHO moaTtomy s
B3s1ach 32 KHUTH. CHycTs MSITh JHEHW s OUlyTWJIa MOTPEOHOCTh B CBEXKEM
BO3yXe. S OOJbllie HE MOTJIa YUTATh, JIKATh WU CUAeTh. OT HEYero ienaTh
s nepebpana u nepemepuiia Bech rapaepo0. Bece Teno OykBaiabHO 3yzeno,
TpeOys y MEHS XOTs Obl KaKOM-HUOY/Ib eI TEIbHOCTH.

B koHIIe KOHIIOB, I HE BbITEpIiena U nomnpocuia Kpuana orBecty MeHs
Ha Tporysky. ToT, KOHEYHO K€, MOCOBETOBABUIUCH C HMIIEPATOPOM,
YIOBIETBOPUII MO€ kKejaaHue. UecTHO TroBops, s HE OXKHUJAJla, YTO MHE
MO3BOJISIT BEINTU U3 KOMHAT.

B neHp mporynku s yaenuiaa CBOEMY BHEIIHEMY BHUY MNPHUCTAIbHOE
BHUMaHue. BCE-Taku CIycTsl CTOJILKO BPEMEHHU sl Hadaja MPHUBBIKATh, YTO



MHE CYXJEHO BBINTH 3aMyX 3a UMIlepaTopa. A 3HAUWT, s HE Morvia cebe
MO3BOJIUTh, YTOOBI IPYTHE BUIEIIM MEHSI B HEMOI00aI0IEM BUJIE.

S cTonbKO crapanach, M Bce BIyCTYr0. Kopuaopsl ObUIM MOJHOCTBHIO
oe3mronHbl. Kak Oyaro Bech 3aMok pa3oM BeiMep. Octanuck Toabko s, Kpuan
U YEeTBEpKa CTpa)xeH, CIeAYyIIMX 3a HaMu. Buaumo, omacasch HOBOTO
HanaJeHus, UMIIEPATOP MOTPYAWICS U OIPAJUI MEHS OT OCTaJIbHBIX.

— FEro BemunuecTBO yOpanm Bcex M3 JTOrO KpblUla JUisl Ballen
0€301MacHOCTH, — MOATBEPAMI MOM noraaku KpuaH.

— W xynma Mbl HampaBisieMcsi? — CIOpOCWia, PEUIUB, YTO ACHCTBHUS
UMIIEpaTopa BIOJHE 00OOCHOBaHbl. EAMHCTBEHHOE, UTO MEHS BO BCEM 3TOM
o0OmXkaio, TaK 3TO TO, YTO OH HE IIPHILIE] caM. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, MBI BCKOpE
Oyner >xeHarel. Henb3s, 4To 1M, OTBIE€YbCS HAa Mapy 4YacoB OT CBOMUX
UMIIEPATOPCKUX AEN?

— B can, — kopotko orBeTun Kpuas.

— A 4TO MO ZIeNly ¢ OTpaBJICHHUEM ?

MHe He XBarajo XUBOTO OOILIEHHUs, MO3TOMY sl HE JKejajla TaK CKOpO
npepbiBarh pa3roBop. BoT Tonbko cam Kpuan siBHO He ObLI HacTpoeH Ha
HETO.

— 5] pacckaxxy BaM B KOMHATaxX, — OTBETHJI OH KOPOTKO.

MHe npunuioch CMUPUTECSA U UIITH B TIOJTHOM MOJTYAHUH.

Can nopaxain BooOpaskeHue. JlepeBbs, KyCThl, LIBETHl — BCE BBINNIAIEIO
Tak, OyATO s momaja B CKa304HYI0 cTpaHy. KOJOHHBI, yBUTBIE IUTIOIIOM,
Oecenku, ckaMerku, GoHapH, CKYIBOTYPbl — Kak/Ias JAETallb BCEro 3TOTO
ObLIa BBIITOJIHEHA KPOIIOTIIMBO C SIBHBIM TaJAHTOM U TEPIICHHUEM.

Mpb1 yxomunu BCe Jaiblle M JAJIBIIE II0 3aCHITAHHBIM MEJIKUMU
KaMHSMH JOpO’KKaMm, 10 OOKaM KOTOPBIX POCIIM MbIIHbIE LBETHI. Koe-rae s
BUJena ropOarele MOCTHKH, MEPEKUHYThIE Yepe3 TEKyILue CKBO3b Caj
pyderiku. Heckonbko pa3 HaM Ha IyTH BCTPEYAINCHh OKPYKECHHBIE KaMHSMMU
U pacTeHUAMH HeOobIIME NPyAbl. B HUX MOXHO OBLIO YBHIETH IJIaBAIOLIUX
NTHUL, Ha3BaHUSA KOTOPBIX s HE 3Hana. OHM OTAAICHHO HAaIlOMUHAIU YTOK-
MaHJApUHOK, HO s ObliIa yBEPEHA, YTO ATO HE OHHU.

OrmsHyBIIKCH, SI C BOCXMIIEHUEM IIOCMOTpEIA HA BEJIMYECTBEHHBIN
3aMoK. CTpoeHue ObUIO HE MPOCTO OOJIBIINM, & rpoMagHbIM. OHO BBICUIIOCH
BBEpX HAa MHOTHME METpbI, OYKBAJIbHO MpOH3asi HeOeca CBOMMHM OAIIHAMU U
mmuisamu. [lo3aan 3amka BuaHenach BepinumHa ropel. Ha ee done 3amok
BBITVISZIEN KAKUM-TO HEPEATIbHBIM.



Msbl yxoaunu Bce Jajiblle W Aaiblie OT 3aMKa. KameHHbIE ITOpOXKKH
BUJIMCh MEXIY JEPEBbSIMU, YBOMS HAac BIIyOb cajna. Kpuan MomyaiauBo mien
panoM. Cyas mo ero BHAY, OH ollymiain ceds pacciabineHHo. S u cama
YyBCTBOBaja, KaK TPEBOT'M YXOISAT, @ B3BUHYCHHBIC B TMOCJIEAHEE BpEMS
HEPBBI YCIIOKauBaIOTCSl.

OCTaHOBMBIIMCH OKOJIO OAHOTO W3 NPYIOB, S HEKOTOPOE BpEMS
HaOJI0/1a1a 32 Pa3HOLBETHHIMU NTHYKamMu. 1 xorena crnpocuth y Kpuana,
YTO 3TO 32 BHJ TAaKOM, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT C3aJld MOCIBIILIAINCH CTPAHHBIE
3BYKH.

Kpuan psgom BekpukHyn. S He ycnena gaxe ONISIHYThCS, Kak
OLLYTWJIa, YTO BCE MOE TEJO 4YTO-TO CHABJIMBACT. Bce BHYTPU HCIYTaHHO
B3IpOTHYJIO. Sl nepHynaach, HO 3TO HE TIpHHECTO0 HuKakoro 3¢dexra. B
CJIEIYIOIIUA MOMEHT y MEHsS BO3HUKIIO TaKo€ OIIyLIeHHEe, Oy/lTO BCEe MOU
BHYTPEHHOCTH pPAa30M YXHYJH Kyda-TO BHU3. VCIyraHHO BCKPUKHYB, S
pacnaxHyia HEMOHSATHO, KOTZIA 3aKPBITHIE I71a3a U CO CTPAXOM IOHsJIA, YTO
3eMJIsI OCTajach JAJIEKO BHM3Y, a4 MEHS YACPKMBAECT HEUTO HEIOHATHOE.
bonblire BCcero 3o HaltOMUHAIO TPOMAJAHBIX 3MEW, TOIBKO OYE€Hb TBEPABIX.

ITonpITanace MONIEBENUTh PyKaMH, HO 3TO HUYETO HE Jaio. B3misHyB
BBEPX, A noTtepsina aap peur. Mouctp! Her, Het, nocroii! TyT Beap BoasTcA
IpakoHbl. TOJIBKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE. ..

He ycnena s nogymarb MbICHb, KaK BIEPEAM HAC BO3HHUKJIA OTHEHHAs
ceTb. JIpakoH He ycmen 3aTOpMO3UTh, Bpe3aBIINCh B Hee. OKpPYry TYT XKe
OTJIaCKJI HEBEPOSATHO T'POMOIVIACHBIM phIK. Eciu Obl 1 Mora, To MpUKpbLIa
OBl yIIIu.

A Hapesnace, 4TO 3TAa Maru4eckasl CeTb OCTAaHOBUTH APAKOHA, HO 3TOTO
HE [MPOM30LLIO. 3BEPh MAaXHYJ MACCUBHOM TOJIOBOM, M 3aKJIMHAHHE
paccemanock. Korrtu BOKpyr eme HEMHOIO C)KaluCh, 3aCTaBiIsIl MEHS
3ajiepxaTh AblxaHue. Sl OyaTo 4yBCTBOBAJA, KaK TEJIO JAPAaKOHA HAMPSIJIOCH.
A moTOM BCE€ BOKpYI cMa3ajioch. Berep ObLI HAaCTOJBKO CHIJIEH, YTO MHE
MPULIOCH 3aKPBITh CIE3SIIUECS [1a3a U HAKJIOHUTH TOJIOBY K HOITIO. M3-32
BETpa s HAYErO HE CIBIIIAJIA, HO JAXE TaK MHE IOKa3aloCh, YTO IZE-TO
C3a1y pa3falcs pasbsipeHHbIN pbIK. Ho s TOYHO HE yBepeHa.

ITepBoiii ucnyr mnpomen. Cepane B Tpyad  KOJOTHUIOCH — Kak
CyMaculezIiee, Ho 3TO HE MOMEIIal0 MHE JyMarh.

Nrtak. MeHsi CHOBa MOXUTUIIUA. DTO YKE HE CMEITHO!

Kak-To BCce 3TH IpeCTyITHUKN TEUCTBYIOT HEJIOTMYHO. TO MOXUIIAOT, TO
IBITAIOTCST  yOuTh, TO CHOBa moxumarT. [locToiTe-ka, Tak MOXKET,



JNEUCTBYIOT NIBE pasHble rpynnbl? OZHUM s Hy)XHA XUBOW, a APYruM
MEpPTBOI? DTO JIOTUYHO, UHAYE HEMOHSATHO OTKYAA B3SIBUIMHCA JPAKOH HE
MOXHIIAJ Obl MEHSI, a MOMPOCTY OTKYCHUJI TOJIOBY.

N kax Kpuan He 3ametni Bpaxkeckoro apakoHa? OH Belb 4yBCTBOBAJI,
YTO MOSI KpOBb HEOOBIUHA, TaK MOYEMY HE 3aMETUJI Bpara, mojJo0paBIierocs
tak Oomu3ko? Heyxemnn, Kpuan npenarens? OmHO W3 AByX: Ju00 1a, JU00
JIPaKOH HUCTIOIH30BaJl KAKOW-TO OOMaHHBIN TPIOK.

N uto teneps nenath? Ilonstus He umero. [ymaro, juisi Hauajia MHE
HY)KHO y3HaTh, YTO HYXHO TMOXUTUTENO. A YK€ IMOTOM JEHCTBOBATH IIO
00CTOSITEIHCTBAM.

*EkOrerymienue™ **

NmMneparop OTBEpHyJcd OT CTOJIAa M IOCMOTPEN Ha CBOErO
POJICTBEHHUKA, CTOAILIErO cerlyac rnepeq HUM Ha kojeHe. KpuaH, ynupasch
KyJIaKaMU B TI0JI, CKJIOHSUT TOJIOBY, BCEM CBOMM BHUJIOM JaBasi MOHSTh, YTO OH
IpUMET J1000€ HaKa3aHUE OT MPABUTENS.

— Bceranb, — norpedoBan Parnap, 4yBcTBys pazipakeHHeE.

Kpuan nokosnebancsi HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/[I, HO BCE-TaKu BCTaJl, MOJAHUMAs
B3IVIs11 Ha Opara.

— 4 ciyiaro, — cka3aja UMIIEpATOP U CUETIHII PYKH 3a CIIMHOM.

— OauH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB OKa3aJICcsi HEOECHBIM JPAKOHOM.

— Kak Takoe BO3MOXXHO? — TeMHBIE OPOBH MPABUTEIISI CIBUHYIIHCH €IIIE
Ha MUAJUTUMETP, HO OT 3TOTO €ro BHUJI CTaJl 00JIee MPauHbIM.

— Ilomarato, 4to y Hero ObUT C COOOM CKpBIBAIOMIMM apTedakt, —
ToporiuBo moscHWI Kpwman. — XoTs, — Mar 3agymaiicsi, BCTIOMHHAs
npousomieamue coObITHs, a moTtoM nMo0aBmwi: — OH MOT HCIOJNB30BAThH
3aKJIMHAHUE COKPBITUS AYIIIU.

[To nuiy umMneparopa CKOIb3HYIJIO YAUBICHUE.

— Ilouemy TBI Tak nymaeub? — 3aumHTepecoBalica Parnap. Apredakr
MOXKET HCIIOJIb30BaTh MPAKTUYECKHU JIFOOOU JpakoH, a BOT Ha MPUMEHEHUE
3aKJIMHAHUS COKPBITUS CIIOCOOHBI €IMHUIIBI.

— OH CKUHYT MOI0 YAEpXKHUBAIOIIYI0 Ce€Th, — oTBeTws Kpuan,
HaxMypuBIIUCh. — [IpocToii NpakoH He crocobeH Ha monoOHoe. Eciu oH
CMOT TaK MPOCTO CKUHYTh CE€Th, 3HAYUT, Y HETO JIOJDKHO OBITh JIOCTATOYHO
CHWJI, YTOOBI TPUMEHUTD 3aKJIMHAHKE.

— Hackonbko s 3HaAI0, — Hadajl UMIIEPATOP, 3aAyMUYUBO DISIAS TEPEN
coOol, — B AuUpAaHUU €CTh TOJBKO TPU JIPpaKOHA, Y KOTOPBIX TOCTATOYHO
CWJI, 4YTOOBl TPUMEHHUTh U TIOAJIEPKATh CTOJIb CHUJIBHOE 3aKJIMHAHHE.



HeOecHblil uMnieparop, ero HacJaeAHUK U BEpXOBHbIM Mar. He xouenis e Thbl
CKa3arh, UTO MOIO OyIyIIyIO KEHY MOXUTHUI KTO-TO U3 HUX? — cjoBa Parnapa
ObLITM HAIMIOJIHEHBI JIETKUM CapKa3MOM, HO B TO K€ BPEMsI Ha €ro JIUIIE MOXKHO
OBLIIO YBUIETh HEOOJBIIYIO PACTEPSIHHOCTh U YAUBJICHUE.

— 4 nymaro, OHM yTaWwiM €ule OAHOIO MOIIHOIO IOJIb30BaTENs,
npeanonoxun Kpuan. OH TOkEe HE BEpPUJ, UTO CTOJb BBICOKHE APAKOHBI
OynlyT JMYHO 3aHUMaTbcsl  ToxuieHueMm. HeOecHblt  ummeparop
MPUTBOPSIETCS CTPAKHUKOM, YTOOBI TMOXUTUTH JEBY? DTO Jaxke 3Bydaso
cTpaHHO. Bcé-taku mnpaBuTens AUpAaHUM YMYIPEHHBIA TOAAMHU APAKOH.
Emy nonpocty He mpHUCTaio 3aHUMAThCS Y€M-TO TTOJOOHBIM.

Yeneimap cinoBa Kpuan, ParHap 3agymancss Ha MTHOBEHHE, a MOTOM
KUBHYII.

— Ilomarato, 4To Bce Tak, — cka3ajd OH Tuxo. — KakuMm obpazom emy
yIAJ0Ch 33JIepKaTh T€OsI? — CIIPOCUII OH MOCJIE€ HEJOJITOr0 MOTYAHUS.

Kpuan cynyn pyky B KapMaH U JA0CTal U3 HETO HEOOJNBIIIYIO BEPEBKY C
JIBYMS IPy3MKaMU HA KOHIIAX.

— Marnoe BepBue? — uMIepaTop sIBHO ObLI yJUBJICH.

— Jla, — Kpuan xuBHyn. — On Opocui ero mHe Ha miero. Ha Hekoropoe
BpEMSI MOU CHJIbI OKA3aJIUCh 3all€4aTaHHBIMUA. JTUX HECKOJIBKUX CEKYH/[ EMY

XBaTUJI0, 4YTOOBI CXBaTuUTh JeBy Hwuky u B3MBITH B HebOeca, — mar
HAXMypWICS, OIIyIlIas TOopbkoe coxkaneHue. — JlorHatb HeOGeCHOTO
JIpaKoHa. ..

— $1 3Har0, — UMIIepaTop HEe Jajl eMy J0ToBOpuTh. OH U cam 0e3 ClIoB
MOHUMAJI, YTO COPEBHOBATHCA B CKOPOCTHU C HEOCCHBIM JIPAKOHOM TIPOCTO
oeccmbiciieHHo. Jlaxke camplii CcnaObld W3 HUX CIOCOOEH pPa3BHUBAThH
YyJOBHUILIHYK CKOPOCTh 3a CYUNTAHHBIC MTHOBEHUS.

B xomuare Bomapwioce Monyanue. KpuaH, BCIOMHHAass TO, 4YTO
MPOU30IILIO, YYBCTBOBAJ ce0si Tak, OyATO eMy IUIIOHYJIM B Juio. Bcé-Taku
OH INIAaBHBIM Mar OTHEHHOM UMIIEpuH. JleBa Haxoauiach o ero 3amuron. 1
Bpary yaaJoCh TaK IMPOCTO BBIPBATH €€ y HEr0 U3 PyK. 3a CBOIO KHU3Hb
Kpuan He onryman ce0st 6oJee ysi3BICHHbBIM.

— Yro MbI Oynem nenats? — crpocui Kpuan riryxo. YecTHo roBOpS, Y
HEr0 OT BCEro ATOT0 4Yecajuch Kylaku. — Bce ykaspiBaeT Ha HEOECHBIX
npakoHoB. OHM 0oJiee BCETO 3aMHTEPECOBAHBI B TOM, YTOOBI BBl OCTAJIUCh
0€e3 KCHBI.

Nmneparop Huuero He ckasan. [loBepHyBIINCH K OKHY, OH MOJOLIEN K
HEMY U MIOCMOTpEN Ha yAUIly O€31yMHBIM B3IJISIIIOM.



C omHOW CTOpPOHBI, BCE BBINISACIO UMEHHO TaK, Kak U ckazain Kpuas.
HebGeca B nocneaHee rofpl AMCTBUTEIbHO HA0OpaIl UCKIIOUUTEIbHYIO CUITY
u BiusHUE. VIMEHHO OHM HacTauBajld Ha TOM, YTOObI Yy OTHEHHOIO
UMIIepaTopa MOSBUIICS PEreHT, CIIOCOOHBIN HAMpPaBIsATh U YYUTh MOJIOJIOTO
JpaKoHa, B3OMIEMAIIET0 HAa TPOH CIUIIKOM PaHO. DTO MO3BOJUIO Obl UM
BJIACTBOBAThH B JIBYX UMIIEPUS Cpa3y.

A BOT C Apyroi CTOPOHBI, BO BCEM 3TOM MOXKHO OBLJIO YBUAETH TOHKYIO
HUTH 3aroBopa. Bce 3To cinumikom... Ha moka3. Kazamock, OyATO KTO-TO
OYE€HBb XOYET, YTOOBI JIBE UMIIEPUU CIIETIHIINCH APYT C JIPYTOM.

Parnap He Bepwmii, 4To mpaBUTENb AUPJAHUU CIIOCOOCH Ha MOJO0OHYIO
[JTYIIOCTb.

A pa3 He Hebeca, To KT0? KoMy BBIT0OJIHO, YTOOBI IB€ UMIIEPUU 3aTESIN
MeXJy coboi BoiHy? Ha yM mpuxomuT Tojibko Boja. IMEHHO ¢ HUMH Y
OTHA Bcerna ObUTM HampsbKeHHble oTHOweEeHus. Ho 3Tot cnoco06... BonHbie
JIPAKOHbI BCErAa CIAaBWIMCh TOHKHM HCKYCCTBOM HMHTpUIH. VX 3aroBopsl
HAallOMUHAJIU UX CaMHX. A 37€Ch BC€ TaK MPsIMO, IPOCTO, CIUIIKOM Tpy0o.
Heyxenu 3a BCeM CTOSAT 3€MHbBIE IPAKOHBI?

Nmrieparop KUBHYJ CBOUM MBICIISIM.

— Tb1 ipaB, 32 BCEM ATUM CTOSIT Hebeca, — MPOU3HEC OH, TOBOPAYNBASIChH
obOpatHo k Kpuany.

Mar Tyt xe HaxMypuiIcsi, 00 xymbIBasi cioBa npaButens. Eciau cpa3y oH
OBLT YBEpEH B CBOEH MpaBOTE, TO TOCJE Hadajdl COMHeBarhCs. CIUIIKOM
9TO... OYEBUIHO?

— Bce ouenp npocTo, — ParHap XMBIKHYJI, a TOTOM, HOJOMAS K CTONY,
cen 3a Hero. — Ha nepBblii B3I, KaKeTcsl, OyATO 32 BCEM CTOST Hebeca, He
TaK JIn?

Kpuan kuBHYI, MOATBEPKIast CIOBA CBOETO Opara.

— Ho, moagymas, 110001 HauyHET COMHEBAThCs, — MPOoAOKUI Parnap. —
Bce-taku HeOecHBIN uMIIEpaTop AOBOJBHO cTap W Mmyap. llouemy oH
JNEUCTBYET HACTOJBKO OTKPBITO U MNPAMOJUHENHO? Bce BBIVISONAT Tak,
CJIOBHO HebOeca mojcTaBisaoT. Pa3 He oHU, TO KTO? — 3a1aB BOMpOC,
uMneparop nocmorpen Ha Kpuana ¢ oxxu1anueM.

— Bopxa? — 0CTOpOKHO MPEANIOI0KHII Mar.

— Bepno, — Parnap Tonko yibsiOHyscs. — Bee cpasy mogyMaroT Ha BOLY.
Onu m00SAT MPUIYMBIBATH MHOTOXOJIOBBIE WHTPUTH, CKPbIBas 3a OJHHM,
npyroe. Msirkasi, TeKy4as 1 JOHENb3s XUTPasi BoJIa. BOT TOJBKO MX 3arOBOPBI
Bceraa 0osee TOHKUE, a 37€Ch BCe CACIaH0 TaK MPsIMOJIMHEHHO.



— 3Ha4uT, 3emis!

— Jla, — Parmap nOpuuypuics, CIOBHO BCE€ OTH Pa3MBILUICHUSA
JNOCTABJISIIM €MY yIOBOIbCTBHUE. — [loxoxke Ha 3emuto. [Ipsmble, OTKpBITHIE.
Jlaxxe y uX MHTPUT U 3ar0OBOPOB 3aIax TBEPIAOU 3EMIIU.

— Torna s He noHuMaro, — cancs Mar. — [louemy Bce-Taku HeOeca?

— [loToMy 4TO BCsl 3Ta LENMOYKa Pa3MBILUIEHUN yBOJUT HAac OT Hebec
BCe Janblie u ganbiie. OHU OyATO KpUyaT: pa3Be Mbl CTalu Obl caMu ce0st
MOJICTABIATH? A pa3 Tak, TO s CKJIOHEH JlyMaTh UMEHHO Ha HUX. Bripouem, 4
BIIOJTHE MOTY OIMUOATHCS, U 32 BCEM 3TUM CTOUT KTO-TO JPYTOH.

Kpuan ourytun, 9to y Hero HauumHaeT OoyieTh rojoBa. Mmmeparop
COBEPILIEHHO TMpaB. Bce Tpu wuMIepuu BIOJIHE MOAXOAWIM Ha POJb
II0/103PEBAEMBIX.

— W yto Ham nenarn?

— Ju1s1 Hayasma HaM HY>»KHO HaWTH ee, — npousHec Paruap. — [louckosbie
3aKJIMHAHUA?

— S cpa3y monpoOoBal, HO Oecnofie3Ho, — mpu3Hayics KpuaH.

— 4 Tak m nymaln, — uMmeparop, KazajloCh, COBCEM HE pPaCCTPOUIICS.
CHSIB ¢ 1€ KIII04Y, OH OTKPBLUI OJIMH U3 SIIUKOB CTOJIA U JI0CTAJI HEOOBIIYIO
mkarynaky. — llomoWinn, — mpuKa3zal OH, MOJOXKHUB PYKYy Ha KPBILIKY
mkarynke. [loutn cpasy mocie 3Toro ero pyka Ha MCHOBEHHE OKYTaJIaCh
SPKUM CBETOM.

[lomoitnst Ommxe, Kpuan ¢ wuHTEpecoM 3amiisHyl B OTKPBITYIO
UMIIEpAaTOpOM IIKaTyNIKy. CTOWIO Mary BHJETh COAEPKHMOE, KaK OH BECh
3aCThLI, CJIOBHO IOPAKEHHBIN MOJIHUEN.

— OTO... — Hayaa OH, C JIErKMM COMHEHHMEM IIOCMOTPEB Ha CBOETO
Opara, — TO, 0 UeM s Aymaro?

— He 3Haro, 0 4em ThI Aymaenib, HO 3TO KaMeHb Kn3HU. Kak Thl 3HaeuIb,
C €ro MOMOUIBI0 MOXKHO OTBICKATh J11000ro. OH CcriocoOeH MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b
T00bIe 3aKIMHAHUS U Oapbhephl.

— Ho otkyna oH y Bac, Mol umneparop? — cyas o suny Kpuana, o
ObLT upe3BbIUAHO BO30YXkJAeH. — PenukBus poma? S gymal, 4To KameHb
YKU3HU — BCETO JIMIIB JIEr€HAA. DTO IMOTPSACAOLIIE.

Nmneparop npomonuan. KaMeHb JEHCTBUTENBHO OTBICKAIM €0
npenkyd. OHU HAIESUIUCh C €r0 MOMOIIBI0 OTHICKATh IPOIABIIETO TPETHETO
umIneparopa. BoT Tonbko kaMeHb ClIoCOOEH HAWTH TOJIBKO KUBOTO.

UYepes Hekoropoe Bpems Kpuan 3amep, Ka3aaoch, 4TO OH BCIIOMHUJI
YTO-TO.



— A rIe HaMm B3ATbh €€ KpOBb? — CIPOCHII OH OCTOPOXKHO. — be3 Hee
KaMeHb BeJlb HE OyzieT paboTars.

— KpoBb He oOsizarenbHa, — npousHec Parnap. — Jlocrarouno nro0oi
yacTuuku Tena. Hampumep, Bojoc. B ee koMHaTax IOJKHO OBLIO YTO-TO
OCTaThbCsl.

Kpuan Tyt ke npocusin.

— Bama mnpaBna! — BOCKIMKHYI OH W MHPOTSIHYI PYKH B CTOPOHY
LIKATYyJIKH, HO TIOYTH Cpa3y HEPEIIUTEIBLHO 3aMep, BOIPOCUTENIBHO IVl Ha
Opara.

— bepu, — Parnap noaTosIKHyII IKAaTyJIKy B €r0 CTOPOHY.

Cxsarus ee, Kpuan nokionuics u ymei. Cyas 1o CKOpOCTH, OH O4EHb
XOT€JI BOCTIOJIB30BaThCSl YEM-TO CTOJIb JIETEHIAPHBIM.

Kak Tonpko ABepb 3a HUM 3aKpbuIach, ParHap BBIAOXHYJI U OTKUHYJICS
Ha CIIMHKY Kpecia. [IpukpeiB miasa, od 3agymaincs. Iloreps Huku ctpaHHbIM
oOpa3oM ero B3BOJIHOBajla. EMy Ka3aloch, YTO OH HE UCHBITHIBAET K HEU
HUKaKMX 0COOBIX YyBCTB. BOT TOJIBKO 3TO OKa3a10Ch CAMOOOMAHOM.

KoneuHo, HUKaKo# J1H00BU HE OBLIO, HO OH y>K€ HauyaJl CYUTATh ITY JIEBY
cBoeii. OH CBBIKCS ¢ MBICIBIO, YTO HIMEHHO OHa CTAaHET ero keHoi. MeHHO
II0OTOMY €€ IIOXMIIEHHWE BBHI3BAJIO B HEM THEB U pasapaxeHue. Emy
COBEpUIEHHO HE HPABUJIOCh, YTO KTO-TO OCMEJMJICS Ha MOJOOHBII MOCTYIOK.
Crousio eMy NpeACcTaBUTh, YTO €ro OyIyIlel KeHbl KTO-TO KacaeTcs, Kak U3
DIyOMHBI OAHUMANACh OTHEHHAs 3J0CTh. XOTEJIOCh OTHICKaTh MEp3aBlia U
pacrep3ark.

OTKpBIB II1a3a, OH LICJIKHYJ NajbllaMU. B TOT k€ MOMEHT, CJIOBHO W3
BO3/lyXa MEPEN HAM IOSBUIICS YEJIOBEK, OETBIM BO BCe yepHoe. Jlaxe nuno
€ro ObLJIO CKPBITO MAaTOBO-YEPHOU MACKOM.

Bceras mnepen ParHapoM, dYesoBEeK ONMyCTMIICS Ha OJHO KOJIEHO,
YIIEPEBILIUCH KYJIAKOM B ITOJI.

— Moii umneparop, — IPOU3HEC OH IITYXO0 U O€33MOIIMOHAIIBHO.

— Kt0? — cipocun Parnap.

— Hebeca, — MTHOBEHHO OTO3BaJICsl MyKUHMHA.

WNwmneparop momxan ryObl. 3HAUUT, €ro MPEANOJIOKEHUS OKa3aluCh
BEpHBI. JIOIM MHBIX UMIIEpUM, BHEAPEHHBIE B €T0 3aMOK, MOIVIM CKOJIBKO
YIOAHO AyMaTh, YTO OCTAKOTCS HEBUAMMBIMU U HEY3HAHHBIMU, HO PEIKO KTO
MOI' IIPOCKOYWTh MHMO TaWHOM CTpaxku. Brpodem, nepBO€ NOXUIIECHUE
Huku ¥ NOmbITKYy €€ OTpaBJICHHS OHHM IMPONYCTHWJIM. DTO HAaBOAWIO Ha
MBICJIb, YTO IAKE CPEIU TANHOM CTPAXKU 3aBEJICS IIPEAATENb.



— Kak Tam nena ¢ Hebecamu? — crpocusl Parnap, misias npsmo Ha
YeJI0BEeKa.

— BaM cTOUT TOJIBKO NMpHKa3aTh, — IPOU3HEC MYKUMHA.

Nmnepatop nocryyan najableM M0 MOAJIOKOTHUKY Kpecia.

— Torga, MOXXeTe HAYMHATh.

— Kak npukaxere, — 4e€JI0BEK CKIIOHWII TOJIOBY U B CIEAYIOIIUNA MOMEHT,
OyATO pacTBOPHUIICS B BO3AYXE.

HeGecnas nmmnepust Habpaia CIUIIKOM MHOTO BiusiHus. Eciu Ob1 oHa
HE Tporajia ero, TO OH He cTaJl Obl BMEIIIMBATHCS B UX Jiesia. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
BCE OHU CTPEMWIUCh YIPOYUTH CBOE BIUSAHUE HAa MHUP. 3I0poBas
KOHKYPEHIIMS HUKOMY HHUKOIJIa HEe Memana. BoT Tojibko Hebeca ¢ 4ero-to
PELIWIN, YTO MOTYT CYHYTh CBOM JIaIbl B JI€JIa OTHSL.

Parnap nonumai, 4yto oH 00si3aH OTpearupoBaTh Ha NOJOOHOE, HHAYE U
BCE€ OCTaJIbHbIE UMIIEPUU MOCYUTAIOT OTOHb cia0biM. OAHO TO, YTO OHHU
NpPEMJIOKUIA ~ pereHTa yxe  ockopoutenbHo. OH HE MOr  3TO
POUTHOPUPOBATh. A pa3 Tak, 3HAYUT, HeOecaM MPUJETCS OTBEUaTh 33 CBOIO
HarIOCTh.

Kpome Ttoro, ero pazoznwio noxunienue Huku. Jlroboi npakon Oymert
3alUIIAaTh TO, YTO MPUHAJIEKHUT TOJIBKO €My J0 KOHIIA.

Bcras, ummneparop cHoBa mojorien k okHy. Ha ero nuiie MoxxHO ObLIO
3aMETUTh CJIeJIbI TIIyOOKOM 3amymMunBOCTH. Hexoropoe Bpems ciycts, OH
CHOBA IIEJIKHYJ naiblaMmu. [locpeayu KOMHATBI B TOT K€ MOMEHT MOSIBUJICA
YEJIOBEK, OJEThIA BO BCE UEPHOE. YNaB HAa KOJIEHO, OH 3aMep.

— MoWu umneparop.

— YCunuTh 3alUTYy HAIIMX 3€Melb. DTO BCE MOXET OBbITh MHPOCTOM
IpoBOKaluenW, — mnpukazadl oH. [loBepHyBIIMCh, OH B3IVIIHYJA Ha
KOJICHONIPEKJIOHEHHOTO YEJIOBEKA TSKENIBIM, JaBsiluM B3DsiaoM. — U
OTBICKAaTh IIPEAATENS.

— Cilymaroch, — OTBETWII MY»KYMHA U B TOT )K€ MOMEHT UCUE3.



I1aBa 5

B kakoi-To MOMEHT 5 cTaja OUlyllaTh, YTO HAlla CKOPOCTh 3aMETHO
cHu3WiIach. [IpUNogHSAB TOJNOBY, OTKpbLIA Ivlaza M ocMoTpesiacb. Huvero
OCOOCHHOTO S HE YBHJENA, TaK KaK BHU3 IOCMOTPETh HE MOIa M3-3a
rPOMAJHBIX KOTTEW, 3aKpbIBaOIIMX Bechb 0030p. C omackoil MOKOCHIIAch
HABEpX, UYBCTBYS, KaK BCE€ BHYTPHU 3aMUPAET OT CTHUIOIO CTpaxa.

OpnHo neno BUIIETh JPAKOHOB HA KapTHUHKE WM Ha HSKpaHe TEIeBU30pa,
U COBCEM Jpyroe HaOIOaTh 3a MOJOOHBIM CYIIECTBOM B pPEajbHOCTH.
JIro6oit 3D ¢uiabM HEPBHO KypHUT B CTOPOHKE.

N BooOmie, uto 3a curyanus Takasi? Het, s koHeuHO, OcoOeHHas,
€IMHCTBEHHAs] U HEMOBTOpUMAsi, HO 1 HE Jymaja, 4YTO KTO-TO CTaHET TakK
pUCKOBaTh, YTOOBI TOXUTUTH MEHS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Ha JIUCHEEBCKYIO
MPUHIIECCY 51 HY HUKAK HE TTOX0XKa.

Kpuan roBopui 4ro-TO0 0 TOM, YTO JKEHIIUMHBI C JIPAKOHBEW KPOBBIO Y
HUX PEIKOCThb, HO HE HACTOJBKO k€. Bce-Taku s mpegHa3Havanach B KEHBI
HE ChIHY OYyJIOUHMKA, a caMoMy umIiepatopy. nu apakoHbl miieBath XOTEIU
Ha aBTOPUTETHI U HUKAKOW UMIIEPATOP UM HE yKa3?

Bpsin nu npocToii apakoH (a Takke B 3TOM MUpPE €CTh?) MOT MOWTH Ha
1oJI00HOE. Y HEro sIBHO JAO0JKHA OBITh XOTh KaKasi-TO BJIACTb.

Mou pa3mblluieHHs] OB MPEPBAaHbl CAMBIM IPyOBIM CIIOCOOOM — MBI
YXHYJIM BHU3. Sl HICIIyTaHHO CKallach, HE TOHUMAs1, YTO mpoucxoauT. Ciycts
napy MrHOBEHHI yCIbIIIana, Kak CBEPXY UTO-TO TPOMKO U HEPOBHO XJIOTAET,
CJIOBHO KTO-TO BBITPSIXUBAET OTPOMHBIN MOJIOBUK.

Tonbko HE TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO Yy O3TOrO TOpEe MOXUTUTENS PAHEHO
KkpbU10? Ecnu 370 Tak, TO moyeMy JI0 3TUX MOP MbI JIETENN HOpMaiabHO? Mnn
y HEro 3amnac NpoOYHOCTH 3aKOHYWICSA? APEHATNH CXJIBIHYI, U IPAKOH Cpaszy
K€ OIIYTHJI, UYTO PaHEH?

Oi, s, s He rortoBa ymuparb! CoOepucs! JlpakoH Thl WM MeJKas
OecrioMoIHasa IITUYKa?

Cyns mo ToMmy, 4TO s 4yBCTBOBaja, MOM MBICICHHbIE MPU3BIBBI HU K
YyeMy He IMPUBEIU — JIPAKOH MPOJIOJDKAI NaAarh U s BMecTe ¢ HUM. He 3Has,
4TO JIeNaTh, BCS CKajlach, CTapasiCh CIPSATATh TOJIOBY.

Crycts HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi Mbl OyKBaJdbHO PyxHYIM BHM3. Jlo yiei
JIOHECCS IIyM IpOX0Ta, TPEeCKa, menecta. S cpasy MmoHsjia, 4YTo yrnajaid Mbl Ha
JEPEBbS, KOTOPHIE B ATOT CaMblii MOMEHT YCHEIIHO JIOMAJIKUCh IOJ BECOM



rpoMajHOro siniepa. Mup KyBbIpKaJCd W BEpTEJICS, OTYErO0 MEHs Hayajo
TOIIHUT.

Korga Bce cTuXJIO, KOI'THM HEOXHIAHHO padKaiuch. S ollyTuiaa Ha
KOpPOTKMM MHUT ce0s B HEBECOMOCTH, a NOTOM Hadana najate. Cepiue
UCIIyTaHHO €KHYJO. $ mMombITanach yXBaTUThCS HA KOTOTh, HO MAJIbIIbI
COCKOJIb3HYJIH.

Uepes cexyHay s OOJBHO MPUIIOKUIIACH CIIMHON 0 3emito. PacmaxHyB
rasza, yBUJENa, YTO B JTOT CaMblii MOMEHT Ha MEHS CBEpXy IMajaeT
OTJIOMaHHas BETKa JOBOJbHO KPYMHBIX pa3MepoB. McmyraHHo MHCKHYB,
nmokaTuiach B CTOPOHY, He oOpamjas HHUKakoro BHUMaHHS  Ha
MPOCTPENMBINYIO O0ybi0 cniuHy. [lodTtn cpasy BeTKa pyxHyna, MPUTOITYOUB
MEHS JINCThSIMU U TOHKHMH BETOYKAMH.

Omnacasice, 4YTO CBEPXY €Il YTO-HUOYAb YMAJET, 51 ObICTPO BhIOpaiach U
omAzeNnach MO CTOpoHaM. PsnoM okaszanock Toictoe aepeBo. Hemonro
Iymasi, sl IPUJINILIA K CTBOJTY, MPUKUMASICh K HEMY OOJIbHOW CITMHOM.

Korpa Bce ctuxio, g nocmorpesna HaBepx. To, 4To g yBHaeNa, JOBOJIbHO
CWIBHO BHEYATISUIO. [ poMajHBIN JIpakoH, MeperoMaB HECKOJIBKO JECSTKOB
JIEPEBHEB, JIe’Kall Ha 0OJJOMAHHBIX MEHbKAaX, KaK KaKOW-TO MOT HAa KOPOTKHUX
rBo3/s1x. COMHEBaIOCh, YTO €My yI00HO.

Heyxenu norepsinn coznanue? [IpoBeputh? Kak-To coBceM He Xxouercs.
K tomy ke, kak s npoBepro? Hamm pa3smepsl HE COMOCTaBUMEL. Sl PSIOM C
HUM BBITVISIKY, Kak OyKaIika.

UToObI MpUOIU3UTENTEHO TTOHATH Pa3MepPhbl, MOXKHO TIPOCTO MIPEACTABUTD
pPSZIOM €  B3POCIBIM YEJIOBEKOM €ro KONHUI0 BEJIWYMHOW B JIECATH
CAaHTHUMETPOB, UM Bce cTaHeT MoHsATHO. C Takod pasHuiedl B oObeMax
3aTPYAHUTENBHO UCKATh MYJbC. A BOPOYEM, Y TAKOTO FPOMAIHOTO CYIIECTBA
JOJKHO OBITh HE MEHEE IPOMaJIHOE CEpALE, KOTOPOE SIBHO JAOKHO OUTHCS
TPOMKO U MOIIIHO.

He ycnena s cIBUHYTBCS ¢ MECTa, KaK JpakoH noiueBenuiica. Caenan
OH 3TO TaK HEOXHJIAHHO, 4YTO sI HEBOJBHO B3ApPOTHYJA, €ILIE CHIIbHEE
MPUKABIIUCH K CTBOJTY JIEpeBa.

N uro nenars? bexars! Kyma 6exarp? Ot xoro? OT BOT 3TOro BOT
nuHo3aBpa? Jla oH MeHs B nBa cuera moiimaet! M kTo 3HaeT, 4To mMoTOM
caenaer? Bapyr y Hero kakoi-HUOyAb pediekc cpadoraet. Yoeraet? 3HauuT
HaJI0 JIOBUTH U €CTh.

Ha Bcakuit citydail st MeisIeHHO 00OTHYIA JIEPEBO U CIPSATATIACh 32 HUM,
OJTHUM TJIa30M TMONISAbIBAs HAa MOTAKOUIErO TOJIOBOM JpakoHa. Kaxercs,



KOTO-TO 3HATHO MPUJIOKWIO. B ymiax, HaBepHO€E, 3BEHHUT.

JpakoH 3a0aBHO (PBIPKHYJ, OTYETO M3 €ro HO3Apel moBaiuil Oenechlit
nbiM. [loMHABIIMCE HA HOTH, OH TPSXHYJ KPBUIBSIMH U TPOMKO OOJI€3HEHHO
3aBOpYall. BBITAHYB OAHO KpbUIO, OH IOBEPHYN TOJOBY U ONNISIAEH €rO.
Tonpko cenyac g 3aMeTuia, YTo KpbUlo MECTAMU CUJIbHO ITOopBaHOo. U 4To-TO
MHE MOJICKa3bIBAET, YTO HU BETKHU €0 TAK MTOBPEIUIIN.

CIll0KUB KpbUIbSA, JAPAKOH HA MTHOBEHHUE 3aMep, & MOTOM TOPOIUIMBO
OITYyCTUJI TOJIOBY BHM3, NMPUHUMASCh OIJISAbIBATH 3€MJIIO0 TOJ COOO#. Ara,
BcrioMHUJI, HakoHen? He mnpomnuio u roma! MokHO OBIIO W paHbIIE
CIIOXBATUTHCA.

Ecnu Ov1 cutyarus He Oblia TakoW cepbe3HOM, TO A Obl Mo3abaBHIaCh
HaJ| TEM, KaK JAPAKOH MOJHUMAET Jambl, MIAAA oA HUX. BOT ToNbKO moToM
OH TMPUHSIICS BEPTEThCS HAa MECTE, MOIIHBIM XBOCTOM JiOMas OnrpKailiiue
JIEPEBBAL.

Oit! Tol Benb ceituac 1o0bemb MeHst! UTo 3a mrynblid IpakoH?

Smep, CIOBHO B pa3apaXEeHUM MOTHYJI XBOCTOM. f ¢ yxkacom
HaONIof1aa, KaK OH JIETUT B MOKO CTOPOHY. 3aKMYPHUBIIHCH OT CTpaxa,
MIpUCEIIa, 3aKpbIBasl TOJIOBY pyKamu. I pOXOT, TpecK, AEPEBO PYXHYIO, JIHUIIb
Yy70M HE 3aIIENIUB MEHS.

OTKpBIB M1a3a, omisaeaach, YyBCTBYS, Kak xoyioAeeT ayma. Hamo 3To
MpeKpalarh!

BrinpsiMuBmmce, XMypo NocMOTpeESa Ha TyIoro siepa.

— O#t! — kpukHyna, mpuBiekas K cede BHUMaHue. — Moxer, xBaTut?!

JlpakoH 3amep, a MOTOM IJISIHYJI B MOIO CTOPOHY, U B OJTHO MTHOBEHHUE
OKyTaJyicsi TOIyOOBaThIM ABIMOM. B cieayronuii MOMEHT HHMKAaKOIo fliepa
oonpuie He Obu10. OH mompocty ucue3. He ycnena s yauBUTBCS, Kak W3
JbIMA IIATHYJ BBICOKUH MMAPEHbB, OJCTHIN KAK OAUH U3 CTPAKHUKOB, KOTOPBIC
COIIPOBOK/JIAJIM MEHS B CaLy.

XM, pa3 OH OJIET, 3HAUUT, UX TpaHCopMalUs MPOXOJIUT HE TaAK, KaK Y
o0opoTHEW. BeIMISIAUT BCe Tak, CJIOBHO YENOBEK M JAPAKOH MPOCTO
MEHSIIOTCS TEJIAMH.

He o Tom gymato! Pa3 oH oeT Kak CTpaXHUK, 3HAYUT, IPUTBOPSIIICS UM.
Tenepb MOHSATHO, KaK €My YAAJIOCh MOM0OpAThCs TaK OJM3KO M OCTAThCS
HE3aMEUEHHBIM. BOT TOJIBKO HE SICHO, OH MPOCTO MPEIaTeb WK 3aTecalcs B
PSAIbI CTPAXKHUKOB HACTOJIBKO JIABHO, YTO BCE YK€ CUMTANIA €r0 CBOUM, a OH
B 9TO BpEMsI IIPOJ0JIKa paboTaTh Ha APYTHX.



[lonolins Gnuke, napeHb BHUMATEIIbHO MEHS OCMOTPEIN, CIIOBHO XOTEll
yOenuThesl, 4TO s1 B MOpsiaKe. Sl HEBONIBHO CKOCHIIa B3MIsJ BHU3. Onpexna
KO€-TJI€ 0Ka3aJach MOPBAaHHOM, HO B 1IEJIOM BCE HOPMAJbHO.

— Ter x10? WM yTOo TEOe OT MEHS HY)KHO? — BCKHHYB I0J00POJIOK,
copocwia si XpaObpo, cTapasich HE TMOKa3blBaTh, UYTO MPU 3TOM Yy MEHS OT
cTpaxa MoAru0arTcsi KOJCHHU.

— He ymmbnach? — 3a00TIMBO MOWHTEPECOBAJICS OH, TSI HA MEHS
KaK-TO CTPaHHO.

S maxmypunach, crapasch yrajgarh monoruieky. OTBedarh emy s,
KOHEUYHO ke, He co0npanach.

He noxxnaBmmch 0TBETa, OH OCMOTPEJICS TIO CTOPOHAM.

— OcranoBumcs 31ech. CeTh MOBpeaWIa MHE KpbUIO. [lyMaro, 3a HOUYb
JOJDKHO 3aXHUTh HEeMHOro. Ilorom mpomoikuMm Ham myTh, — CKas3ajl OH,
NPUHUMAACh COOMpaTb MEJIKME BETKH U CKJIAJbIBaTh MX B OJHOM MECTE,
SIBHO ISl KOCTpA.

S B cBOwO ouepenb paccMarpuBaia cBoero noxuturens. OH okazancs
COBCEM MOJIOABIM. Eciin OBl 5TOT mapeHb ObLI YEJIOBEKOM, TO 5 HE Jiajia Obl
eMy Ooubllie ABajlaTH. BBICOKHMI, CTpOHHBIA OJOHAWMH C TOJYOBIMHU
IJ1a3aMu, TOHKUM HOCOM M HEMHOTO myxjbiMH ryOamu. C Kakoro OOKy He
MIOCMOTPH, OTTACHBIM OH HE BBITJISIEI COBEPIIECHHO.

Bnpouem, oOMaHBIBaThCS MOJOOHON BHEIIHOCTHIO S HE cremuia. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH BE/Ib JIJISl 4€T0-TO MEHs yKpaia. OCcTaloCch BBISICHUTD: IS
4yero. A MOTOM yXe€ JyMarTh HaJl CBOEW JaJbHEWILEH XKWU3HbIO. S Beap HE
XOTela BBIXOAUTH 3aMyXX 3a HMMIIEpaTopa, Jake MoayMmbiBaiia cOexarsb. U
HUYEro, YTO B MOCJICTHUE THU CMUPWIACH C CyIb0OHN M Jaxe cTajia AyMaTh
o0 wumImeparope, Kak o OyayuieM Mmyxke. MoxeT ObITh, 3TO MO IIIaHC
CaMOCTOSITEILHO BBIOpATh CBOIO CY/IbOY?

— 3aueM Tebe 51?7 — crnpocuiia, Jaxe He lymasi IpUOIMKaThCA.

[lapeHbp TISSTHYT B MOKO CTOPOHY M MPOJOJDKUI CBOKO padoTy Mo
OaroycTponCcTBy MeCTa JIJIsl HouJIera.

— Tebe He 00s13aTeNIBLHO 3HATH ATO MPSMO Ceiuac, — MPOU3HEC MAPEHb,
JIoMasi pyKaMH JIOBOJIbHO TOJICTYIO BETKY.

— Kak 310 HeoOs3arenbHO? — BO3MYTHIIACH 5. — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO
MO )KM3Hb. S TO7KHA 3HATh, YTO MEHSI JKJIET JajIbIIIe.

— OnHO MOTy CKa3aTh TOYHO: yOuBath s Te0s1 HEe coOuparoch. U3 3amka
OTHEHHOTO HMIeparopa s 3abpan Tebd MO TOW MpUYUHE, YTO TaM TeOs
MOJKKIajIa OTIACHOCTb.



— Kakas omacHoCTh? — cripocuiia, BCIIOMUAHAS OTPABJIEHHYIO €]11Y.

— Cmeptb. HebOecHblii uMneparop nprkazain youth Teosl.

A HeBOoNbHO criioTHYNIA. OOHO NENIO J0TaJbIBaThCs, U COBCEM JIPYTOE€,
3HaTh TOYHO.

— A 3aueM Torna MeHs MOXUIIAIU B NEPBBIN pa3? — cipocuia, HoyMas,
YTO 3TOT APAKOH MOKET 3HATh HA HETO OTBET.

— CHauana uMIIepaTop XOTEJN MOXUTUTh TeOS W TOJAPUTH CBOEMY
CTapUIEMy CbIHY, KaK HaJOXXHUIly. BcCE-Taku aeBbl C KpPOBBIO JIpaKOHA
JIOBOJIBHO PEIKU. — Sl BO3MYILIEHHO 3amlbIXTena, XMypsicb. HopMalibHO Tak,
pemarh 4yxyw cynb0y. — Ho moTom, korma cTajo sICHO, 4TO OTHEHHBIN
UMIIEpaToOp OXpaHseT TeOd MyIle AparolleHHOCTH, Mpuka3 u3MeHwics. Ham
OBLIIO MpUKa3aHO yOUTH TEOI.

— Torga, — S HEBOJBHO CIVIOTHYJA, INISIASI HA MapHA C OMAcE€HUEM, —
IoYeMy $ elle Kupa?

JIpakoH HEKOTOpOEe BpeMs MOJuYall, CJIOBHO MMOAOUpas MOAXOASIIUE
CJIOBA, @ TOTOM BCE-TAKU OTBETHII:

— S He MOry npuHATH TakoW MNpuka3. JleBa C APaKOHbEN KPOBBIO
OecrienHa. TBoe yOUNCTBO IpoMajiHasl pACTOYUTEIBLHOCTD U MPECTYIJICHUE.

A napy pa3 pacTepsHHO MOPTHYJIA.

— TBoli mMmeparop mo ronoBe Teds He MOrIaguT 3a momoOHoe. YUTo
coOupaenibes JesaTh 1Mo BO3BpAIICHUIO? — MOMHTEPECOBaNach s, MOHUMAas,
YTO MTOKA3bIBaThCSl B HEOECHON MMITIEPUU MHE HEJIb3.

[Tapens HaXMypHIICS, MPAYHO CMOTPS Ha Pa3rOparoIIuics KOCTED.

— 51 He BepHYCh B UMIIEPUIO, — OTBETUJI OH CITYCTS HEKOTOPOE BpeMs.

S npunrypunack, OKMAbIBasi BHUMATEIIbHBIM B3IISIIOM MapHs. Beck ero
BUJI TaK Y KpUYaJsl, YTO OH COBEPIICHHO O€300WIHBIN, YECTHBIN U HAUBHBIN
FOHOIIIA, KOTOPBIM PEIIMJI CHACTH OAHY KW3Hb BOIPEKH BCEM MpPHUKa3aM H
Oyayimum npoodiemam.

briBatoT nu Takue moau? Hy, MOXeT, B KakOH-HUOY/Ib CKa3Ke U ObIBAIOT.
BoOT TOJIBKO 51 HUKOTAA TaKKUX JIMYHOCTEW HE BCTpeYasa.

Ecaiu Ob1 OH OBLT MOUM JIpyroM, OJU3KHMM POJCTBEHHUKOM WJIU
BO3JIIOOJIEHHBIM, TOTJIa TaKasi CaMOOTBEP>KEHHOCTh Obli1a Obl MoHsITHA. U TO,
HE BCerja Jaxke OJIM3KHE JIFIW MOTYT COBEPIIUTh YTO-TO B ymiepO cede. A
TyT aOCOJIOTHO TIOCTOPOHHHUM YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO S BHUXKY BIIEPBHIC.
EcrecTBeHHO, sl HEPENOIHUIACH TOAO3PUTEIBHOCTHIO.

— Kakas Tebe ¢ Toro meuanb? — COpOCHIIa, BHUMATEIBLHO OTCIICKHUBAs
AMOIIMU Ha JIUIIE TIapHS.



Tot Opocui Ha MEHSI MUMOJIETHBIN B3MIISL U MOXAJ IIEYaMHu.

— Ecnu s ckaxy, 4TO Tak MOCTYyHnuia Obl KaXIbId YyBaKarouui ceos
JIPAKOH, Thl HOBEPULIL? — CIYCTA Mapy JOJITUX MUHYT HOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

Hame mnpusemiieHue sBHO pacoyrajgo BCH MECTHYIO KUBHOCTb.
TummHy paz0aBIIsl JUIIL TIOPOX JUCTHEB U TPECK PA3roparolierocs KocTpa.

— He oco60, — npusHanacs 1.

— Ilouemy? — mapeHb MOCMOTpENI HA MEHA IVa3aMH, HAOJHEHHBIMU
BONPOCOM U Hekoi 06unoi. [lomoOHoe TonbpKo elie 0oJblie 3aCTaBUII0 MEHS
OTHOCHUTBCSI K HEMY C TMojo3peHueM. HauBHBIM 4YeToBEK HE MOT OBITh
LIITHOHOM ITOJI HOCOM Y BPa)XECKOT0 UMIIEpaTopa.

[TapeHp Ka4yHyN TOJIOBOM, CIIOBHO MOE€ MOJIYAHUE CUIIBHO PacCTPanBajo
€ro, U IPUHSJICS PBITbCS B CyMKe, IpUBsA3aHHON K Oeapy. Korna oH gocran
OOJBIION — KUJIOTPAMMOB Ha JIECITh — KyCOK MsICa, 3aBEPHYTHIA B CBEXKHE
JUIMHHBIC JINCTBS, S €IBa HE MOTEepsyia Jap peduu OT yauBieHus. Kakum
o0pa3oM HEYTO CTOJb OOBEMHOE MOIJIO BMECTUTHCA B CYMKY, pa3MepoM
MaKCUMYM JIBaJillaTh Ha ABajauarts? Jla 3T0 Aaxke He cymKa, a HEOONbIION
MOACYMOK!

— 3akJIMHaHWE YBEJIWYEHUsI MPOCTPAHCTBA, — OOBSCHWI TMapeHb,
3aMETUB MO€ yJUBJIEHUE, IBHO HAMMMCAHHOE HA JIUIIE KPYITHBIMHU OyKBaMH.

3axJIONMHYB POT, s MOcCTapajiach cjeiaarb BUJ, YTO HUYEro He ObUIO.
[TapeHb HA 3TO TOHKO YIBIOHYJICA, TTO-T00POMY CBEPKHYB IJIa3aMH, a TOTOM
MPUHSJICA pas3pe3arb MsACO HA TOHKHE IIOJOCKM M HACaXUBaTb €ro Ha
JUTMHHBIE CIHUIBI, KOTOPBIE XPAHUIIUCH Y HETO BO BCE TOM XK€ MOJCYMKE.

[Mammeix Ha npupoae? OTka3arbes? Bpsia v OH CTaHET MEHS TPAaBUT,
MPWIOKUB CTOJIBKO YCHIIMM, YTOOBI YMBIKHYTh HU3-110J] HOCA UMIiepaTopa. A
pa3 Tak, 3Ha4UT, OTKA3bIBAThCS OT €bl CMbIcia HeT. K ToMy ke, rononHas s
JIOJITO HE IPOKUBY.

— Ilonesnas Bewmpb, — 3am03JaJI0 MHPOMU3HECHA A U IPOAOJDKHUIA
HaOMoAaTh 3a JNEUCTBUAMHU TapHs. Tak W HE JOXKIABIIMCh OTBETAa Ha CBOM
IIEpBOHAYaIbHbBIN BONPOC, 5 CIErKa HaXMYypPHUJIach U BCE-TaKU CIPOCHUIIA €I
pa3: — W Bce-taku, 3aueM Tbl MEHs BbIKpai? TOJIbKO HE HYXHO CHOBA
TOBOPUTH, YTO BCETO JIMIIL XOUelllb COepeub LEHHYIO JIPAKOHBIO KPOBbH OT
YHUYTOXKEHUS. S ele He colia ¢ yMa, 4TOObl BEPUTh, YTO KTO-TO CITIOCOOEH
JIEUCTBOBATH CTOJBL OJIaropoIHO U O6ecKophICTHO. K ToMy ke, Cynsi TIo Bcemy,
Thl TOTEepsT padotry. Thl HE BBHIMIOJHWI TMPUKA3 CBOETO mpaButeis. Tebs
MOXET KJIaTh YTO YTOAHO, HAYMHAS OT 3aKJIIOYEHUS MOJI CTPAXKy, 3aKaHIMBAS
cMepThio. JI1000il HOpMAJIbHBIM YeJo... — s 3alHyJach, BCIIOMHHB, YTO



napeHb nepelo MHOW He yenoBeK BoBce. — J[to0oe HopManbHOE U pa3yMHOE
co3faHue He OyleT AECTBOBaTh CTOJb ONPOMETYMBO, HE MUMES KAKUX-TO
JUYHBIX MOTUBOB. MTak?

[TapeHb mIsiHYNI B MOIO CTOPOHY U YIIBIOHYJICSI.

— Jlaxe ecnu s HU4Yero Tede He CKaxy, y Te0s Bce paBHO HET BHIOOpa, —
CKa3aJl IOXUTUTETb.

A cxana Kynaku, miss Ha Hero xmypo. OH coBepiiieHHO npaB. Beibopa
y MEHsS CHOBa HET. YOexxarb oT Hero sl He yOery. Bripouem, Bcerja Moxer
BBIJIAThCSl KaKOW-HUOyab mraHc. Korma 3To ciyduTces, si TOYHO HE CTaHy
MEJIJTUTh.

XoTs, CTOMT IJid Hadaja MOoAyMarb, YTO HMEHHO OH ISl MEHs
npuayMai. Moxer ObITh, Yy HETO €CTh crosiuue uaeu. Ho s 4To-To CUIIBHO
COMHEBAIOCh, UTO €0 1€ MHE Ha CAMOM JIeJI€ IOHPABSTCS.

— Ecnu MBI HampaBisieMcs HE B HEOECHYIO HMIIEPHUIO, TO Kyaa? —
MOMBITANIACH 51 Y3HATH XOTh YTO-TO.

— B Oe3omacHoe MecTO, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI OH U, MOJIXBAaTUB OJWH
IaMITYp C TOTOBBIM MSICOM, BCTAJI.

S TyT XKe Hampsriach, NPUCTAIBHO HAOMIONAs 3a €ro JABMXKEHUAMHU. B
ATOT MOMEHT $ TIOHSJIA, YTO OIMAcalch 3TOT0, Ka3aloch Obl, 6€300MIHOTO U
YUCTOTO TMAapHS CUJIbHEE, YeM wumIieparopa. Bo3mMoxkHO, Bce [€7I0 B
HEONPEIeICHHOCTH, MTOBUCIIICH HAJl MOCH JTaTbHEUIIel CyIp00ii.

B 3amke ummneparopa s, o KpauHerl Mepe, TOYHO 3Haja, YTO MEHS KJIET
nanepuie. A ceituac Oyayiee, Ka3aloCh, HOKPHITO TYMAHOM, KOTOPBIA HPSIYET
3p10yune necku. JIFoOoii mar B CTOPOHY MOXKET 0Ka3aThCsl TTOCIICTHUM.

— Thl CHMIIKOM BOJHYEWIbCS, — MSACKO MPOU3HEC IOXUTHUTEND,
NpoTsATruBasg MHE mammnyp. — Sl He cobuparoch TeOsi yOMBaTh WM KaK-TO
BpPEIUTb.

bpocuB Ha mapHs emie OAWMH TOMO3PUTENBHBIA B3NS, S BCE-TAKU
3a0pana exy. ['ononare st TouHo He cooupanack. Co BCeMU 3TUMH HEPBAMU S
CUJIbHO TOXY/I€JIa 3a MOCJIEAHUE THU. A BElb Y MEHS U TaK HUYETO JIUIIHETO
HE OBLIO.

— Xotsa Obl CKaxu, KaKk TBOo€ UMS? — OypKHyNa s, BbITUpas PYyKH,
HEMHOTO NI€pENavYKaHHbIE MSICHBIM KUPOM U COKOM.

Hukakoro mosjoTeHia y MeHsi ¢ co00#, KOHEYHO ke, He ObLIO, TaK YTO
MPUIIIOCH BOCIOJIb30BaThCs MEPBBIM MoMNaBImMMcs jJonyxoM. Hy, Ha camom
JIeJIe pacTeHUE BBIVISICTIO HEMHOTO MHAY€, HO HE CYyTh BaXKHO, INIABHOE, YTO
€T0 JINCThSI OKA3IHCh JIOCTATOYHO OOJIBIIMMH, IPOYHBIMUA U MSITKUMU.



— Ter MoOxewb Ha3biBaThb MEHsA Puupecapom, — I0OCIE HEKOTOPOTO
MOJTYaHHUSI OTBETHII MTAPEHb.

A cHoBa npumypunacek. [louemy oH He ckazan moiaHoe umsA? OyeHb
nojio3putTenbHo. He moromy M, 4To €ro MMsi MOXKET OKas3aTrhCsl JOBOJBHO
W3BECTHBIM, U OH OOMTCS, YTO 5 €r0 y3Har0?

Ha camom nene, B 3ToOM Mupe s MpOXKUIA CIHMIIKOM MAJIO U MOYTH
HUKOIO HE 3Har0, kpome mmneparopa u Kpuana. Ho 3ToT napeHb Beap mnpo
3TO HE 3HAET.

Ubn umeHa s mMoria Obl y3HaTh ¢ OoJyblIoi Jierkoctbio? CrHcok
6ombIoi. B mepByto odepesp, 3T0 OB OBl UMEHA YETHIPEX MpPaBUTEICH U
u3 OmmKalImmMX pOICTBEHHUKOB. A elleé MMEHAa KaKWX-HUOYIbh BEITMKHUX
MaroB, CWJIbHEHIIMX TEHEpaJioB, OACHOCIOBHO OoOrarbiX JIIOAEH WU
3HAMEHUTOCTEN. B 3TOT ciMCOK MOXKHO enie J00aBUTh BCEMUPHO U3BECTHBIX
YUEHBIX.

Hy m xeM u3 Bcero BelmenepeyuciaeHHoro spisietca Pupecap? Ha
Y4EHOTO OH Kak-TO HE€ CHJIbHO TAHET. bOJbHO MOJIONO BBIMJISIUT.
3namenuToctu? B 3Tom Mupe takue Jiroau ectb? MoxeT, u ecTb. BOoT Tonbko
BpsJl JIM OHM CTaju Obl paboTarh MIMHUOHAMH B 3aMKe UMIEparopa. XoT4...
Her, Het. OHH, ckopee, MPOCTO ObI MIPUEXAJI C BBICTYILJIEHUEM, a TIOTOM YXKe
MIMTUOHWIN, HO HUKAaK HE CTaJIi Obl BHEAPSTHCS K CTPAKHUKAM.

borareie nmromu Bpsim M Obl CTalld PUCKOBaTh, 3aHUMASCh YEM-TO
nogoOubM. Umnieparop? [laxe He cmemno. et umneparopa? Coiiner 3a
XOPOIIYIO LITYTKY.

OcraeTrcs TOJBKO KaKOM-HUOYIb TE€HEpall, BEJIUKUU Mar WiIu KTO-TO
MOOOHBIIA.

OxkuHyna napHs OpUIUPYMBBIM B3MISLIOM W KauHyna rojoBoil. Hy He
BBIIVISIIUT OH HUKEM BHYIIUTENbHbIM! $I yBepeHa, 4TO TUTYJIbl T€HEpaIoB
WM BEJIMKUX MAaroB Tak MpOCTO He naroTcs. Biste Toro ke Kpuana. Ilycth
OH BBIVISITUT MOJIONO, HO Onarojapsi BEJIIMYECTBEHHOM aype, €ro HHUKak
HEJIb3sI CIIYTaTh C MPOCTHIM YEJIOBEKOM.

A 31ech? Manpunuika MaJBYUIIKON !

JlanHO, ragatb MOXXHO JO0 OECKOHEYHOCTH, TOJBKO TOJIKY OT 3TOro?
Cyns 1o Bcemy, OH He cOOMpaeTcsi MHE TOBOPUTH, KTO OH Takoil. Bo3amMoxHO,
B Oymymiem s y3Hatro o0 3ToM. HyXHO MpOCTO OBITh TOTOBOW K JIHOOBIM
HEOKUJAHHOCTSIM.



— Houbto MokeT ObITh X0JI0/IHO, — ITpou3HeC Pugecap, a moTom, >KeCToM
(GhOoKyCHMKaA, J1OoCTaldl U3 CYMKH TEIUIble INTaHbI, pyOalllKy, KypTKy, IUIaIll,
MoAOUTHIM MEXOM M CamoXku. — HameHb, — cka3al OH, MPOTATUBAs MHE
BCIIIH.

B3sB ux, s BONpPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTpena Ha MapHsA. TOT B CBOIO
ouepeib, MPOAOJIKAI CMOTPETh HAa MeHs. [Ipr 3TOM B €ro B3Ivsi/ie OTUETIMBO
BHUJICIIOCH OKHMJAaHUE.

— MoxeT OBbITh, THI OTBEPHEIILCI? — CIPOCHIIA, €ABa CICP)KABIIUCH,
4TOOBI HE 3aKaTUTh Ia3a. Heykenu oH JEHCTBUTENBHO AyMall, YTO S HAUHY
nepeoieBaThCs nepea HuM?

Punecap omyctui B3MIsiA, CJIOBHO €My HEBBIHOCUMO CTBHIJIHO, a TIOTOM
pe3ko orBepHyJcs. [loueMy-To 1 HU HA MUT HE TIOBEPUJIA B €TI0 CTHIIJIMBOCTD
Y HEJIOBKOCTh, KOTOPbIE OH MHE MPOJAEMOHCTPUPOBAIL.

BbrIcTpo HATSIHYB Ha ce0s BEIM, 51 aKKypaTHO CJIOXKUJIA TUIaThe, Ja)Xe He
MoyMaB BeIOpackIBaTh €ro. BoT erle, Takas kpacora. M1 HU4ero cTpaiHoro,
YTO KO€-TJI€ MOpBajoch. MOXXKHO Belb aKKypaTHO momnpaBuTh. K Tomy xe, s
HE 3HAK, 4YTO MeHs XaeT B OyaymieMm. Pa3OpacbiBaThes HEOOyMaHHO
MTOJIC3HLIMH BEIlaMH SBHO HE CTOMT.

Housb niponuna 6ecriokoiino. M mycTh )KUBOTHBIE JaKe HE JyMajid K Ham
NpUONMMKAThCSA, M3-32 IIOBBIICHHOM TPEBOXKHOCTA S TO U JEJ0
npockinanack. K ToMy ke, s HE NPUBBIKJIA CIIaTh Ha CBEXEM Bo3ayxe. B
IOHOCTH MBI C JIPY3bSMH XOAWJIM B TOXONbI, HO JaXX€ TOTAAa y HAc ObUIH
ITaJIaTKH U CITaJIbHBIC BEIIH.

C yTpa, MBI OBICTPO YMBUIHCh, TMEPEKYCHJIM XOJOAHBIM MSICOM H
BBIMWJIM TI0 Kpykke ropstuedt Bonbl. Ilocie storo Punecap oGepHysics
IpakoHOM. Sl B KOTOpBIM pa3 MOAMBWIACH TPOMAJHOMY pa3Mepy ITOro
aiepa. Mory ckazaTh 4€CTHO, KOrja TOT aKKypaTHO IOAXBAaThIBad MEHS
CBOEH Jamou, s enBa Abimaina. Jlio0oe HEOCTOPOXKHOE NBMKEHUE U MEHS
MOMPOCTY MPOOBLET HACKBO3h KOTTEM.

Hackonbko s ycrena MoHSTh, Mbl HaNpaB/ISIMCh Kyaa-To Ha ceBep. K
COKaJICHUIO, 5 TOKa IJIOXO 3Hajla MECTHYIO reorpaduro, Mo3TOMY MOHSTHS
HE MMeJIa, YTO HAXOAUTCS B TOW CTOPOHE.

Cxopocth ObuTa 6e3yMHOM. UTOOBI M30€XKaTh MMOIa aHus BeTpa B JIUIIO,
s HAKJOHWJIA TOJIOBY, CHPATABLIMCH MOJ MYIIMCTHIM KamromoHoM. M Bce
pPaBHO CITyCTS HECKOJBKO 4YacoOB, MOE€ TEJIO0 Hadajlo 3aMmep3arb. Buaumo,
CKa3bIBaJIaCh HEBO3MOXKHOCTD JIBUTaThCS.



CnoBHO noxciymas Mou Mbicid, Punecap npuzemnmicsa. Ha stor pas
HaM HE MPUIUIOCH MPOMaXuBaTh 000 MeCTHOCTh. OKa3aBUIMCh HA 3eMJIE, S
MPUHSIIACH UHTEHCUBHO JBUTATHCS, PA3TOHAS 3aCTHIBIIYIO KpOBb. [Ipu aTOM
s He 3a0biBajia ocMarpuBarhes. K coxxanieHnio, HU4ero Kpome >KeaToBaroro,
YHBUIOTO TOJisA, s OOJbIIe HE BHUENA. XOTS, BAAJIEKE BUIHENACh TeMHas
nonoca. Bo3moxkHO, 4ro 3710 JsecHOM wmaccuB. Cyass MO TOroAe, Mbl
MPUOIU3WINCH K CEBEPHBIM IIUPOTAM JOBOJIBHO OJU3KO.

— Joiaro Ham ene?! — cnpocuiia TPOMKO, MOAHSB T'OJIOBY.

[Tocne crTombkMX YacoB, MPOBEAEHHBIX B Jalax JAPAKOHA, s Hadayia
HEMHOTO MPUBBIKATH K BUAY sliepa. XOTs, CTOUT MPU3HATh, UTO CEPALIE BCE
PaBHO MHOT/IA UCITYTAHHO 3aMHUPAJIO MPH B3MIAAE HA 3TOTO 3BEPSL.

MHe BApyT CTano HHTEPECHO, KAK BBIIVISAUT UMIIEPATOpP B ATOU (opMme.
BcnomHuB  ocTaBHmIErocs B 3aMKE MYXK4YMHY, S BHE3alHO ONIYTHJIA
coxaneHre. Bo3aMoKHO, Mbl MOTJIM OBl CTaTh XOPOIIMMU APY3bsIMU WM. . .

Mortnyna ronoBoi. Her, HET, HE CTOUT HaXe Iymarb B Ty CTOPOHY.
HMmnieparop JOBOJIBHO BIACTHBIM M 3aHATOU 4esOBEK. Bce, 4To MEeHs Moo
XKIaTh IIOCJIE 3aMyXecTBa C HHUM, TaKk 3TO [JOJro€ OJIUHOYECTBO,
HAIMOJIHEHHOE OJJHOOOPa3HBIMU JTHIMU. MO0 KU3Hb MOIJIM CKPACUTh TOJBKO
JIETU U TO, HEU3BECTHO, JIO KAKOTO BO3pacTa OHU OCTaBaJIUCh Obl CO MHOM.

HeMHoOro corpeBmmch, s B3IAHYJA HA CIIOKOWMHO JIEXKAILIETO PSAIOM
JpakoHa. 3aMETHUB MOW B3I/, OH MOJHSJICS, a IIOTOM aKKypaTHO OOXBaTHII
MEHS, TTOAHUMAsICh ITOCJIE ATOro B HEOO.

*ExOrerymienue™ **

[TomHsBIIMCH HA camMyl0 BBICOKYIO OalllHIO 3aMKa, UMIIEpATop 3aMep
OKOJIO KpYyIJIOW dYaiiu, HaroJHEHHOW cepeOpucrod cyoctanuuei. He Ttax
JABHO OH MPOBOJMJI B ’TOM MECTE JI0BOJIBHO MHOTO BpEMEHH, HaOItomas 3a
CBOEH OyIyIIel, Kak eMy TOT/a Ka3alloCh, JKEHOM.

EcrectBeHHO, OH HE TpaTuia Ha 3TO Bce cBoe Bpems. Jla U kak Obl OH
cMor? OOs13aHHOCTH BJIACTUTEINSI UMIIEPUU BCETJa OTHUMAIN y HETO MHOTO
BpeMeHu. OcoOeHHO TOHaYaly, KOTJa OH TOJIBKO MTPUBBIKAII KO BCEMY.

Ota OalllHg HaXOJUTCA MPSMO HaJl 3aJI0M C MOPTalbHBIM KpyroM. OHu
CBsI3aHBI MeXxIay coOoi. be3 crabuibHO padoTaroiiero Kpyra, 3epkKajio He
Oynet dyHKIHOHUpOBaTh. [lo KpaifHeill Mepe, Yepe3 Hero Hemb3sl Temnepb
3amISIHYTh B IPYTOWA MUP.

He Tak naBHO mMnieparopy npuiia MbICb, YTO C IOMOIIBIO 3TOW BEIIU
OH CMOXKET HAOJIIOIaTh 3a JIIOAbMU U JAPAKOHAMHU 3TOro Mupa. Hackonbko oH
3HaJ, 10 TOT0 MOMEHTa HUKTO HMYETo MoJ00HOTO HE Aenan. Y He moTomy,



YTO HUKTO HE 3aJyMBIBAJICA, TPOCTO HU OAMH 3APABOMBICISIIUNN APAKOH HE
cTaja Obl Hapywarh CBSI3b Kpyra M 4amud. KTo 3HaeT, Kk 4yemy Momio Obl
MPUBECTH MOJOOHOE BMEIIATENbCTBO.

Ho B paHHBII MOMEHT Kpyr paspyllieH U CBs3b IopBaHa. Ilo cyru,
3epKajo He JOJKHO padoTaTh BOOOIIIE.

[Tono¥ias Gnuke, UMIEPATOp BHUMATEIBHO MPUCMOTPEICS K XKUIKOCTH.
Ero mumo orpaswiocs Ha €€ TmoBepxHOCTH. OTOpBaB B3NS OT
3aBOpaXKUBAIOIIEH CepeOpUCTON IMiIaaW, OH TMPHUHSJICA OCMaTpUBATh
KAMEHHYIO Yarry.

Cnycts HekoTopoe BpeMms ParHap cmor yOemuTbesl, YTO HHKAKHX
MOBPEXKIACHUN y 3epkania HeT. Kazanoch, TOCTaTO4HO MYCTUTh HEMHOTO
SHEPTUH, MMOCIATh MBICIEHHBIN UMITYJIBC U BCE 3apabOTaET, KaK U MPEXKE.

XKenast yOenuTbcs, uMIEparop MOJOXKWI OCTOPOKHO JAJOHM Ha
CHelUalibHble BBICTYNbl W HalpaBWJI HEMHOIO JHEPruH, MNPUBBIYHO
dbopmupyio B rojioBe HY>KHbIM 00pa3. Ilo moBepxHocTu monuia psiob. OHa
HAauMHAJIACh OT KpaeB W CTpPEMUJAch K IEHTPY, oOpasys B cepeauHe
HEOOJIBIIION BOJIOBOPOT.

Parnap Haxmypuiics, npekpaiiasi nogady sHepruud. OH yxe yoenuscs,
4TO 3epKaJo He paboraeT O3 Kpyra, Tak 4YTO HU K YEMY PHCKOBATh.
CrnumikoM O0JbIIas MojaYa SHEPTUU MOXKET MOMPOCTY pa3pymuTh vamry. OH
HE MOT T03BOJIUTH cebe mogo0Horo. Be€-Taku 3epkaiio sBIsIIOCh peTuKBUEH
€ro poja, KOTOpou yke Oosblie AecsaTdu Thicad JieT. [Ipenku mpocto He
MONMYT M HE OLICHAT MOJJOOHOTO BapBapCTBa.

Co CTOpOHBI JIECTHHUIIBI TMOCHBIIAIUCH, TUXWE IIard. Parxap
MPUCITYIIAJICS, NOBEPHYBIIKUCH K JBepU. CIyCTs mapy MUHYT BHYTPb BOILIEI
Kpuan. B npunuune, HUKTO MHOW B ATy OamHiO momactb He Mor. Ho
YUUTBIBasl MOCJEIHUE cOObITHUSI, ParHap He ObLI HM B YE€M IMOJHOCTBIO
YBEpEH.

— Moit umneparop, — Kpuan npuioxun pyky K TpyId U HaKJIOHWI
rosioBy. ParHap He cTan ojepruBarh €ro M MPOCHUTHh OOpaIlaThCid K HEMY
MeHee (opmanbHo. Croiabko MoxHO? Cyas mo Bcemy, Kpuany HpaBuUTCS
MO00HBIN O(PHUITHO03.

— Kakue-To HoBOoCTH? — mouHTepecoBaicsi Parnap.

— MHe yaanoch akTUBUPOBAaTh KaMEHb JKM3HHM, — OTBeTWI Kpuas,
BBITIPSIMJISIICH 1 CMOTPS Ha OpaTa CUSIOIUME TT00e101 Ti1a3aMu.

Nmnepatop  He3amMeTHO  BBIJIOXHYJI.  HecmoTps  Ha  mouTu
CTOMPOILICHTHYIO YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO BCE€ JOJDKHO paboTaTh, HUKTO HE



OTMEH:J1 HEOOJIBIION 1IaHC MPOBaJa.

— Kyna Bener cnen? — cnpocui OH, MEPEBOAS 3ayMUMBBIA B3IVISLA HA
3epKaJo.

— Ha ceBep, Mol nMmneparop, — MTHOBEHHO 0To3BaJicsi KpuaH.

— XM, — ParHap HU4ero He ckaszaj, MbITasICh YJIOBUTh MEJIbKHYBIIYIO HA
Kpae co3HaHus MbIcib. OHa BepTenach Ha 3aJIBOpPKax, HUKAK HE >Kelas
naBarbCs B pyku. — [locnars AeBATHIN 3CKAaIPOH, — MPUKA3aJI OH, TPOJOIIKAS
BCMAaTPHUBATHCS B CIOKOWHYIO CEPEOPUCTYIO TIaIh.

— Mou umneparop, a Bbl... — Hadan Kpuan, HO yBHJAEB, Kak Ivasa
Parnapa BCIIBIXMBAIOT 03apEHUEM U YEM-TO MTOXOKUM Ha a3apT, 3aMoiTyall.

Mopruys, Kpuan nepesen B3 ¢ iuiia Opara Ha yamry. Mar oTIndHO
3HAJI LEHHOCTh 3TOro mnpeamera. Korga-to OH TIIATENbHBIM 00Opa3zom
UCCJIE0OBAJI €r0 M MOATOMY XOPOLIO ObUT 3HAKOM C IMPUHIMIIOM PadOThI
3epkasia. be3 mopranbHOro Kpyra, HaxoHsIIEerocsi NIyOOKO MOJ HUMHU U
MPeOBIBAOIIETO cevac B IMJIAYEBHOM COCTOSIHUH, Yalla padoTarh He OyJIeT.

— Ckaxu, — OTMEp UMIIepaTop, — UTO HY>KHO 3TOMY 3€pKaiy, YTOObI OHO
paboraio?

— OHeprusi U KOOPAMHATHI, — MOMEHTaJIbHO oTBeTWUN Kpuman. — bes
SHEPTUM HAMPABICHHBIA JTy4d HE CMOXET J00paThCcs 10 HY>KHOTro Mupa. be3
KOOpAMHAT JIyd Maruu Ju0O pacceercs, JIMOO CTOJIKHETCS C HEU3BECTHHIM
mupowm. [locnencTBust ogoOHOTO MOTYT OBITh Pa3HBIMU.

— Ilomy4aeTcsi, — UMmeparop 3aAyMUMBO MO TTOAO0POIOK, — YTO
BCIO pabOTy Ha CaMOM JieJie BBITOIHSUIT KPYT.

— Ilomyudaercsa, yto Tak, — KpmaH KuBHyJ, Clerka xMypschb H3-3a
HenoHuMmaHus. EMy kaszanoce, yro Parmap m cam Bce 3TO OTIIMYHO 3HaJ,
TOT/a, 3a4€M OH ceilyac 00 3TOM 3aroBopu?

— A eciu HaM He HaJlo MPOOUBATHCS TaK JlallieKo? — 3a/1aB 3TOT BOIPOC,
Parnap B3MIsIHYJ Ha CBOEro JBOIOPOJHOIO Opara, KOTOpBIM, Ka3alioch Obl,
Bcerna Obul B ero xu3Hu. HecMoTpst Ha 3T0, BpeMsi OT BPEMEHHU UMIIEPATOP
npoBepsu1 Kpuana, oTIMYHO 3HAs, 4TO MOPOM Jlake caMblil OJIM3KHUE JIFOIU
criocoOHbI Ha npenarenbcTBO. K cuacthio, Kpran Hukorga He naBaj moBoja
YCOMHUTHCS B ceOe.

Kpuna MOMEHTaIbHO HaxXMypuWiCs, MBITasChb YJIOBUTH XOJ MbICIIEH
Opara.

— S He... — Hayaa OH, HO MOMEHTAJIBHO 3aMOJIYaJl, IIIUPOKO OTKPHIBAS
ra3a OT MPHUILENICH B TOJIOBE JOrajgku. — Bbl XOoTUTE cKa3zaTh, YTO Yepes
3epKaji0o MOKHO HAOJIOATh 3a KEM-TO HAXOJAIIUMCS B 3TOM MUPE?



— 5] HM4Yero He Xo4y CKas3aTb, — UMIIEPATOpP KauHYJ TOJOBOM. — IJTO
BCEro JMIIb Ipeanoioxenue. st Toro 4ro0bl MPOOUTHCS B APYrod Mup,
HEO0OXOAMMO IpOMaJIHOE KOIM4ecTBO 3Hepruu. Ho Beaw st HaOmoneHus 3a
KEM-TO B 3TOM MHpE€ HUYEro mopooHoro He Tpelyercs. He yauBntock, ecinu
XBaTUT JECATU—TIATHAAUATH aKTaH.

— Ho kak ObITh ¢ KoopauHatamu?! — cyls 1Mo BOCKJIuIaHuo, Kpuan
3aropesica 3TON UIICEH.

— KameHsb XU3HU, — UMIIEPATOP TOHKO YIBIOHYIICS.

— Kamensb... xu3nu? — B3nig Kpuana octeknenen. Kaszanock, ero
CO3HAHHE CBEPHYJIOCH KyJ1a-TO BHYTpb. Parnap omim4yHo 3Hai 3ToT BUa. Mar
MOrPYy3WICS B pasMblIUICHUs. [I[pryeM HACTOJIIBKO CHUIIBHO, YTO OTKIIFOUMIICS
OT pEaJbHOCTH.

B cnenyrommii momeHT KpuaH pa3oMKHYN coKaTble TyObl U IIPHUHSIICS
oopmotarb. Co CTOpPOHBI OH HallOMuHaj cyMaciueamero. Mmneparop »kaadi,
3Hasi, 4YTO BCKOpE Opar BhIIACT pe3ysibTaTr. OH oKa3aycs HOJTHOCTHIO MIPaB.

Cnoyctsa Hekoropoe Bpemsi Kpuan misiHyn Ha ParHapa OCMBICIEHHBIM
B3IVISLIOM.

— DT0... — HayajJd OH, 3alHYBIIUCh, — 3TO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXXHO, MOW
uMmneparop!
— JlericTBUTENBHO?

— Ha, na, — Kpuan yCWJIEHHO 3aKuBaJI, IEPEBOJS B3IVISAJ HA Yally. —
Hano Bcero nuiib COGTUHUTH JTUHUU C KAMHEM JKM3HHU, a TIOTOM MOo700paTh
MOAXOJIAIINE KPUCTAIIIBI C JOCTATOYHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM SHEPIHUU, 3aTEM. ..

— Xopomuio, — nepedus1 ero Parnap, moHrumasi, 4To 3aXBa4€HHBIN HJEeH
Kpuan moxeT cam mo cebe He ocTaHOBUTHCS. — CKOJIBKO TeOe MOHAT00UTCs
BpEMEHU?

— Jenp, — MoMmeHTambHO oOTO3Balica KpuaH, a moToM, moaymas,
no6asun: — Her. HamHoro menbiie. KameHb %U3HU YK€ HACTPOEH Ha JEBY
Huxy. MHe Hy>XHBbI JIMIIb KPUCTAJIBI U HEMHOTO BPEMEHH.

Parnap kuBHysn. B 1aHHBI MOMEHT OH JEHCTBUTEIBHO XOTEIN
MOCMOTPETh, IJIE U B KAKOM COCTOSIHMM HAaXOJIWUTCS €ro Oydyias >keHa. A
MOCJIE €€ BO3BpAIllEHHUs, 3€PKAJI0 MOXKHO OyJIeT HACTPOUTh Ha KOTO-HUOYIb
npyroro. Mnu Het. Bpems nokaxer.

Coycts kakoe-to BpeMsi KpuaH BBINIONHWI MOCTABICHHYIO MEpPEl HUM
3aaqy. Mar OyKBaJIbHO CHSIJI M3-32 XOPOIIO TMPOJEIaHHON paboThI, SIBHO
olyIIasi HeOBIBAIOE YIOBIECTBOPCHUE.



— Ha camom niene Bce oka3anoch O4€Hb IIPOCTO, — MOSICHSI OH, BEPTACH
IIEpe Yalled ¥ CTOSIIMM OKOJIO Hee uMmneparopoM. — He monmnmaro, nouemy
paHbllle HUKTO /10 MOAOOHOI0 HE AoAyMalicsa. ITo ke aneMeHTapHo! Kamenpb
YKW3HU CIIPABUJIICS MPOCTO MPEBOCXOAHO. Halla B OJHO MTHOBEHHE YJIOBUJIA
KOOPJIMHATHI M BLIETIUJIACh B HUX Tak, OyATO 3TO ee Jrodumas koctouka. Jis
NOJJepKaHUsl KOHTAaKTa HEOOXOAMMO MOJOBHHA akTaHa B Mmecdu. [Ipocto
HEBEPOSATHO, YYHUTHIBAs, CKOJBKO TpEOyeTCs 3HEPruu il TOro YTOOBI
3alIAHYTh B Apyroi Mup. PaccTossHUs monpocTy HECOU3MEPUMO PA3TUYHBIE.
Bce paboraer Tak ke, Kak W pasblie. Bam, Mol ummneparop, A0CTaTOYHO
MOJIOKUTh PYKH Ha PETYJSTOPHI U TIOJIaTh HEMHOTO SHEPTHH JIJIsi TOTO, YTOOBI
oOpa3 BiuJics B 3epkajio. HeoOxonum JUIs UMITYIIBC. . .

— S 3nHato, — mepebun ero Parnmap, nmomopmuBIiKMch. W modemy
CO3/IaHUs BOKPYT Hero Bcerna takue oonmiusbie? Uto Kpuan, uro Apac, 4to
Huxka. Bce Tak u XoTaT 3a00iTarh €ro 10 cCMEpTU. — Thl MOXEIIb UATH, S
CIIPABJIFOCH CaM.

— la? — Kpuan 3amep Ha MTHOBEHHE, CJIETKA CTYIIEBABIIUCH, & IOTOM
HEYBEPEHHO INISIHYJ B CTOPOHY BbIXoAa. — Tornaa s moumy.

ITouemMy-TO BBIILIO CJIETKA BOIPOCUTEIBHO.

— Wnu, — ParHap KuBHYJI ¥ IPOBOJWJI yXOAsIero mMara B3naaoM. Kak
TOJIBKO JIBEPh 32 HUM 3aKpbLIACh, UMIIEPATOP TSKEIO B3IOXHYJ M ITOKa4aJl
TOJIOBOM.

ITocne 3TOro OH MOJIOXKWJI PYKH Ha Yally M MOJajl HEMHOTO DHEPTHUH,
MBICJIEHHO BCIOMHMHAs, Kak Bblvsigena Huka B uX IMOCIEIHIO BCTpEYY.
KopoTknil uMIyabC U OT LEHTpa K KpasM MpoIluIach JieTKas psOb. 3aTteM
cepeOpucrasi KUAKOCTh 4YyTh MPHUIOAHATACH, W HaJl HEW MOABUICS
MOJIYIIPO3PAYHBIN TYMaH.

CexyHpna, npyras, U TyMaH CXJBIHYI K Kpasm, a B LeHTpe Parnap
yBuzen mnposieistomuiics obauk  Huku. Choycrs HekoTopoe Bpems
BUJIMMOCTD YIIYUIINJIACh.

OTHSB pyKM OT 4Yall¥, HWMIEpPaTop 3aBel MUX 32 CIUHY U
COCPEIOTOYMIICS HAa IPOUCXOAAIIEM IO Ty CTOPOHY TOHKOM ITIa/IH.

Cyns o BceMy, Huka Haxoamiach B KaKOM-TO TEMHOM noMenieHnn. K
COXAJICHUIO, OH BHJIEN TOJIbKO €€ M HEOOJBIIYI0 YacTh OKpYXKarolleh ee
oOctaHoBku. Ho paxke Tak, uMmrmepaTop ycmesl 3aMeTUTh KaMEHHbIE CTEHBI,
10JI, TIOKPBITHIA O€Noi MIKypoH, TOpAIIMid KaMUH CO CTONKOM JAPOB Mepen
HUM.



OKMHYB B3IVISIIOM YKYTaHHYIO B MPOCTYIO, HO TEILIYIO OJEXKAY QUTYpy
Huku, ParHap Haxmypuica. EMy COBEpLIEHHO HE NMOHPABUJIOCH, YTO €r0
Oynyiasi ’keHa celyac MEp3HET HEMOHATHO rne. A Ccyas 1O TOJIIWHE
OJICXIbl, OHA HAXO/IUJIACH IJIe-TO OYEHb IITYOOKO Ha CEBEpE.

Nmneparop HaOmroman 3a JAEBYIIKOM, MOTEpsiB cueT BpemeHu. OH
BHUMATEIbHO OTCJIEKHUBAII €€ JBUKEHUS, MUMUKY JIMIIA, BRIPAKECHUE IJ1a3.
Uem pombliie OH CMOTpEN, TeM 00Jiee MHTEPECHON OHA €My Kas3alach.

OH BujeN, KaK OHAa ONIAJeNIa KOMHATy, HallOMHUHAasi TP 3TOM
JT000TBITHOTO 3BepbKa. [ToToM yOpana 4To-To B rpy00 CKOJIOYEHHBIN HIKad.
[Tocne 3Toro moAKWHyJa B KAMHUH HECKOJIBKO ITOJIEHBEB, a 3aTEM CeJia Ha
KpOBaTh U 3aMepJia, IBHO O YEM-TO 3ayMaBIIUCh.

Uepes kakoe-TO BpeMsi OHa B3APOTHYJIIA U IOCMOTpPENa B CTOPOHY.
Bcerana u nmomomna xk asepu. Ha ee mmue orpaswimnce coMHeHus. Parnap
OyKBaJIBHO OILYTHJI €€ HEXEJIAHUE U OMACEHUs. JTU YyBCTBA 3aCTABUJIU €TI0
HaIpsA4bCs.

OH BuEN, KaK OHA HEXOTS OTKPBUIA IBEPH, BIIYCKas KOTO-TO B KOMHATY.
Parnap, mnpuuypuBIIMCh, BOWICS B3IJISJOM B H300pa)kKeHUE, IMbITAsACH
MOHSTh, KTO 3TO Takoh. K coxaneHuto, MOJHOCTHIO JIMIA BUJHO HE OBbLIO.
KopoTkuii pa3roBop M OHU BBILLIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Parnap cam He 3ameTni1, Kak ¢ KaxJI0M CEKYHJIOU 3JIMIICS BCE CUIIbHEE U
CUJIbHEE. A KOTJa OH yBHUJIEJ, KAK HEM3BECTHBIM MYXYMHA MOJIOKUI JIaJJOHb
Ha criuHy Hwuku, CIOBHO TNOATANIKMBasi €€ BIEpPE, OH M BOBCE €1Ba HE
TOJIKHYJI 3epKajio. OCTaHOBUJICS B MTOCIETHUN MOMEHT.

[TpumypuBmuchy, OH pa3BepHYJICSs U Bbimea u3 Oamuu. o 3TOTO
MOMEHTa OH He cobupalics ciaeaoBarh 3a Hukoii, HO ceiluac eMy moyeMy-To
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, UTO OH 00s13aH BEPHYTH Ty, YTO ObLIAa Y HETO YKPaJ€Ha JIUYHO.



I1aBa 6

Korna s Hayana mymarb, 4TO €116 HEMHOTO M IMOJTHOCTBIO OKOJICIO OT
X0JI0/1a, MbI, HaKOHEI, Mpu3eMIuInch. [loHadany MeHs Majo BOJIHOBajia
MECTHOCTb, $ JIMIIb TMbITAJach COTPETh CBOEe 3amep3iiee Teno. K
CO’KQJICHUIO, MOM HOTH HACTOJILKO 3aMep3Jid, 4TO s €/IBa MOIJIa CTOSITh, HE
roBopsi yke o xonpbe. He ycmena s BCIyX MOXKaJIOBaThCs Ha 3TO, Kak
OIIYTHJIA, YTO MEHSI MOJIXBAaThIBAIOT HA PYKHU.

— IlpocTu, s He mymai, 4to OyJeT Tak XOJIOAHO, — MOBUHUIICA Punecap,
3aHOCS MEHS B 37]JaHHE, HAa KOTOPOE 51 TOJIKOM HE oOpaTujia BHUMaHHUS.

BmecTto orBera s numb kuBHynma. Haaeroch, oOMoposkeHUs HE Oyfer.
Mou KOHEUHOCTH MHE €III€ JOPOTH.

B cebs st mpuiia ToapKO TOT/A, KOT/Ia HOTH M pyKH Hadaao 00JIE3HEHHO
KOJIOTb. TOT, KTO cCOrpeBaj TeJO IMOCJI€ CHIBHOTO 3aMep3aHus, 3HAET,
HACKOJILKO HEMPHUSITHO 3TO OULYIICHUE.

I'myOoko B3MOXHYB, s CTHCHYJA 3yObl, Tepms NOKaJlbiBaHusA. Yepes
HEKOTOPOE BpEMS s CMOIVIa OOJISTYEHHO BBIJOXHYTh. TOJBKO MOCIE 3TOr0
OmIsIACNAch C JIETKUM UHTEPECOM.

Cunena s Ha JlaBke mepes; OONBIIUM KaMHUHOM, B KOTOPOM BECEJO
Tpeman oroub. Ha cTeHe Hag KaMMHOM BHCEJIa TpOMaJHasl BOJMYbs TOJIOBA.
Ecnu cpaBHUBaTh ¢ OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, TO KUBOTHOE JOJIKHO OBIIO OBITH
pa3MepoM € KaKoro-HuOy/lb JOUCTOPUYECKOTO OM30Ha wiH 3yopa. Jla y Hero
KJIBIKU C MOIO JIaJOHB!

Ha noronke Bucena kojecHas JrocTpa ¢ Kyuen ceeder. Ha moiy nexarna
cepas mKypa. S ¢ moo3peHreM NoKoCHIach Ha rojoBy. Kaxkercs, u mkypa,
Y TOJIOBA PaHbIII€ MPUHAJIEKATU OTHOMY U TOMY K€ )KUBOTHOMY.

Bonbie HUKakux yKpalieHud MHOK 3aMeueHO He Obuto. CTeHbl
IIETOJISUTA JICBCTBEHHOU MMyCTOTOW. TeMHBIN KaMEeHb BBITVISIET MTEPBOOBITHO.
He ckaxy, 9T0 CHIIBHO KpacuBO, HO 0CO00€ 0OYapoBaHHUE B MTOI0OHOM OBLIO.

— Yro 310 3a MecTo? — CHpOCHIIa, NMOCMOTPEB HA CHISIIETO HA
KOPTOYKax mepes kaMmuHoMm Punecapa.

— DTO MOM JIOM, — OTBETHJI OH, MOAKHABIBaAs B KaMHH II0jiecHO. — He
BOJIHYWCSI, O HEM HHMKTO HE 3HaeT. C mMOMONIbI0 Marud HAacC HE HAWAYT, BCE
CJEMBI 5 3aTEp, — CKa3aB 3TO, OH MEJILKOM IJIIHYJ Ha MEHSI.

He 3Haro, modyemy, HO OT €ro CJIOB U OT MHUMOJIETHOTO B3IVIs/Ia MHE
CTaJIo KaK-TO He 1o cebe. BoobpakeHne MOMEHTaJIbHO HAPHCOBAJIO TTAPOUKY



BEPOSITHBIX CHO’KETOB.

Cpa3y BCIOMHHUIIUCHh MPOCMOTPEHHBIE KOTJA-TO JaBHO (UIbMBI
y>KacoB, IJIe MaHbAK yTaCKUBAJ KEPTBY KyJa-HUOY/Ib B YEIUHEHHOE MECTO U
TBOPWJI C HEHl Bcskue HenorpedcTBa. Hajeroch, 4To 3TO BCEro Jvilb MOS
pazOymieBaBiiasics (¢anrazusa. B mo0oM ciiydae, TOKa HE YCIBIILY
HOPMAJIbHYIO MPUYUHY TOTO, IMOYEMY OH PEIIWI YKPacTh MEHS U3 JBOPIIA,
BEPUTH €MY JI0 KOHIIa HE CTaHY.

[Tocne Toro, Kak s HEMHOTO OTOIIIa OT XOJ0ja, Puaecap mokaszan MHe
MOIO KOMHary. Bce B 3TOM MecTe BBINISIENO JOBOJIbHO mpocto. Ho mpu
ATOM HE€ CTapblM W 3aHOIIEHHBIM. KakeTcsi, 3T0 MECTO TOJIbKO Hauyajiu
00)KHBAaTh.

BHumarenbHO OCMOTpPEB KOMHATy W HE HaWId B HEW HUYETrO
MOJIO3PUTENBLHOTO, S CIIpATANIA IJIaThe B IIKA(Q, MOAKKWHYJIA APOB B KAMUH, a
MIOTOM C€Jla Ha KpOBaTh, PEIIUB OOAYyMAaTh CBOE MOJIOKEHUE.

[Ipoucxonsiiiee MHE HE HpPaBWIOCh. Pusiecapa, HECMOTpPsSI HA HEBUHHYIO
BHEIIIHOCTh U JOOPOXKENATENBHOCTh S BCE PABHO omnacanach. MoxeT ObITb, 5
OIIKU0AIOCh U OH JIEUCTBUTENBHO JCHCTBYET TOJIBKO MHE BO Oy1aro, HO JIydllie
neped/1eTh, YeM MOTOM KaJIETh O CBOEH HAUBHOCTH U JIOBEPUUBOCTH.

Mowu MbIcau ObUTH TIpEpBaHbl CTYKOM B JIBepb. [lonoiias, oTKphLia ee u
yBUJIEJIa CTOAIIETO B Kopuaope Punecapa.

— ThI HE TONIOAHA? — CTIPOCHJT OH.

S mpucnymanack K cede, MOYTH cpa3y OIIyTUB Tosioa. HeynuBuTeabHo,
YYHUTBIBAs, YTO B TTOCJICAHEE BPEMSI ITIOUYTH HUUETO TOJIKOM HE ea.

KusnyB, BbIlIIa B KOPUIOP.

— Croga, — poroBopui1 Punecap, a moToM NpUNOAHSI PYKY U CJIerKa
PpUOOHST MEHS 3a CIIMHY, CIIOBHO MBITASICh ’TUM KECTOM HAIlPaBUTh MEHS B
HY>KHYIO CTOPOHY.

IIpukocHOBEHHE HECTIO ¢ cO00M TUCKOMQOPT. XOTEIOCh MEPEACPHYThH
IJI€4aMH U CKUHYTh €r0 PYKY.

— Cnacubo, — mobnarogapuB, s KpUBO YJIBIOHYJIaCh U cjeliajia mar B
CTOPOHY, pa3pbIBasi KOHTAKT.

Punecap crokoifHO OmycTUi pyKy. BEITIsifien o mpu 3TOM Tak, CIIOBHO
HUYEro He ciyuuiaock. OH TpUBET MEHS B KOMHATy, B KOTOPOW KpOMeE
KaMHuHa (BUAMMO, HA CEBEPE, ITO camasi MoJie3Hasi U Hy)KHa BEIllb) ObLI €Ille
JUTMHHBIC IEPEBSIHHBIN CTOJ U JIBa CTYJIA.

— S HemaBHO MOCTPOMJ ATOT 3aMOK, €Ie HE YCHeN €ro Kak CIeayeT
00CTaBUTh, — MOBUHWIICS Puecap, BBITVISAISL HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHO.



Sl KuMBHyNa, CIIOKOMHO YCa)XXMBasChb Ha IpPEMIOKEHHOE mecTo. Iloutn
cpa3y MocJye 3TOro U3 OOKOBOW JIBEpU BBINLIA XKEHIIMHA. I ¢ MHTEpecoM
onmsiaena ee. Ha Bug setr Tpuauare nsate. HeBbicOKasi, 4yTh MOIHOBATAast, HO
BHEIIIHOCTh NPUATHAsA, pacnonaratomnias. JKupbie kapue rasa, myxJjble TyObl,
4yTh KYPHOCBHI HOC, TEMHO-KAIlITAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, 3aILICTEHHBIE B KOCY.

— Oto T'enara. Ecnu OynyT Kakue-TO BOMPOCHI WM TOXKEIAHUS, Thl
BCET/Ia MOXEIIh 00paTUThCS K Heil. OHA TTOMOXKET.

— Tocnoka, — MONMPUBETCTBOBaJa MEHS JKCHIIWHA, YYTh MHPUCEB H
CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY.

— JloOpsIii Beuep, — Mo310poBaiach 5.

YKUH TpOXOAua B YMHUPOTBOpSAIOLIEH TUIIMHE. Puaecap Hudero He
TOBOPUJI, JTUIIb BPEMSI OT BPEMEHHM CMOTpPEN UM MOAOABUTal KO MHE OJroa ¢
pasnuuHbiMU sicTBaMd. [locne yXWHa OH NMPOBOAWA MEHA 10 CHAJIBHU M
yHIEN.

Ha cnenyromee yrpo menst pa3oyauna ['enara. OHa npuHecna OXamnky
TEIJIBIX IJIAThEB U O€lbs, KOTOPOE HYKHO HAaJIeBaTh MOJ BEPXHUE OJCHKIbI.
Bce BBIMISAENO0 HOBBIM M aKKyparHbIM. MeEHS yAMBWJIO TO, YTO IUIAThS
OKa3aJIuCh Kak pas.

— 311ech ecTh ropoa? — crnpocuia sy ['enarel.

CityaHKa B 3TOT MOMEHT pacTaliMBajia KAMHUH. YCIIbIIIAB BOIIPOC, OHA
MOKayasa rojloBOi.

— Her, — mpousHecna ona. — Msl ganeko Ha ceBepe. Jlroau He CTaHyT
CEJIUTHCS B IIOMOOHOM MECTE.

— Torma otkyna 3ti Bemm? — 3a7ajia s HOBbIA BOITPOC, HAXMYPHUBAsICh.

— J'ocmoguH npuHEec UX B 3aMOK HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha3zald, — OTBETHJIA
['enara.

OTH ClIOBa HANOJHUIM MEHsI mojo3peHueM. Bemu ObulM MHE BHOpY.
Heyxenu Punecap naBHO miiaHMpOBall YMBIKHYTh MeHsA? M kak OH y3Han
MOM pa3Mepbl? A Belb B 3aMKe HUMIIepaTopa IJIaThsi TOXKE ObUIM MHE
u3HauajabHO 1o (urype. Heyxenn ectb Kakoe-TO 3aKJIMHAHUE, C MTOMOIIBIO
KOTOPOTO MOXHO PEryIupoBaTh pasmep onexnabl? Ecim 3TO Tak, TO 3TO
OYEHb MOJIC3HAS BEUIb.

Ha 3aBrpake Punmecap mnpeaynpenwsi MeHs, 4TO €My HEOOXOIUMO
OTJIIYYUTHCSI HA HECKOJIBKO JIHEH. Sl HaTsSHy/a Ha JIMIO MAacKy Oe3paszinuus U
nokasa rjiedamu.

3a omieToM apakoHa s Habmogana u3 okHa. Korna 3Beps nmpeBpaTuiics B
€/IBa pa3IMuUMyI0 TOUKY Ha HeOe, s 00JIeTYEHHO B37l0XHYyNa. Tak, a Tenepb



MOXXHO TOAYMaTh, Kak OTCroAa CiAuHATh. Cama g BpsA JM C MOJOOHBIM
CIIPABIIIOCH.

HyxHo naiitu ['enary!

OOoiins Bech 3aMOK (Ha caMOM Jiejieé OH OKazajicd HE TaKuM YXK
OonbpIMM), s Hanuia KyxHtoo. CTOWJIO MHE OTKpPBITH JBEph, Kak lenara,
MECHBIIIAs] B 3TOT MOMEHT TE€CTO, MOJHSJIA TOJIOBY.

—l'ocnioxa? — oHa 3amepiia, BONPOCUTENBHO NI/ HA MEHS.

— S TyT... — Hauana s, BXoAsS Ha KyxHio. [IpukpbIB 3a co0oil aBEpS,
ocMOTpeJia OBICTPBIM B3MISAIOM ToMelnieHue. J[a yX, 10 COBPEMEHHOCTH
SBHO €lIe JaJIeK0, — MUMO ITpoxoauiia. Pemnia 3aiiTv, TOMOYb.

— Yr0 BBL, — TYT € 3amporecroBaia [ enara.

— Ho MHe ckydHO! — BOCKIMKHYJA S U HaxMypuiacb. — YUTO Thl
nenaemb?  bymouku?  Xne6? JlaBail, g mnomory, — MpousHecia
BOOJIYIIEBIEHHO, TNsiAsi Ha OEJIOCHEKHOE TECTO MOJl PyKaMH CIIY>KaHKH.
[Tonoiias Gnuke, pelIUTENIbHO MIPUHSIACH 3aKaThIBaTh pyKaBa.

— Ho... — T'enata HeMHOro OEcOMONIHO TIIsIHYJa HA MEHS, SIBHO HE
3Has1, YTO €IIE€ CKa3aTh.

— JlaBHO 51 HUYEM NOJIOOHBIM HE 3aHUMaNIach. MTak? — s BBIKUJAIONIE
norsiaena Ha ['enaty, BceM CBOMM BHUJOM JaBasi MOHSTh, YTO MHE XOYETCS
XOTh 4YeM-HUOY/Ib Ce0sl 3aHSTh.

XKenmnuna caBuHysa OPOBU K TMIEPEHOCHUIIE U €/1Ba YIOBUMO B3I0XHYIA.

— 51 xouy ucmeysb JemnenieK K y)KuHy, — cka3aja oHa. — 5 Oymy Hapesarb,
a BbI KaTauTe.

Yro-TO0 OHa Kak-To ObICTpo cnanack? He cTtpanHo nu? MHe ka3aiocs,
YTO OHa OyJIET ynuparbcs A0 MOCIEAHEro, a TYT Mapa CJIOB U TOTOBO.

Uem posplie Mbl pa3roBapuBaJIM, TEM CHIBHEE BO MHE Kperuia
YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO 3TO HE MpOCTas CilyXaHka. fl He Buaena B HEU HHU
CTECHEHMsI, HU HEJIOBKOCTH, HU 0co00ro noureHus. [la, oHa mo-npexHeMy
Ha3bIBajia MEHS TOCHOXKOM. BOT TONBKO €Ciu MPUCMOTPETHCSA, CTAHOBUIIOCH
MOHSITHO, YTO OCOOOr0 yBa)KCHUE Y Hee KO MHEe He Obuto. [lonawany mue
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE JIEJI0 B MOEM HECBOWCTBEHHBIM IOCIIO/IAM MOBEAECHUHU, HO
MOTOM TOHsJIA, 4TO Bce He Tak. Kaxercs, I'emara ¢ camoro Havana He
BOCHPUHUMAJIA MEHS, KaK TOCIIOXKY.

[ToaHOUM 51 pa3MBIILISATIA O CBOMX BIIEYATIICHUSX, MBITASICh TOHATH, YTO
BCE ATO 3HAYUT. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, s1 pEIIXJIA IEMCTBOBATh HAIIPSAMYIO.

— AX, Kak OBbI g XOTeJa XKUTh KaK MPOCTas KEHIWHA, — MPOU3HECa S,
Korja yTpoM lenara pacraruimBajiia KaMUH B MOEW KOMHAre, a sl 0JieBajiach.



HarssHyB TONCTBIM W TEIUIBIM YYJIOK HAa HOTY, s YKPAJIKOW MOIVIAAENa Ha
3aCTBHIBIIYIO KEHIIUHY. — Ecin Obl OblJIa BO3MOXKHOCTB, 51 OBl MOCEIUIACh
riae-HuOyap B TUXOM MecTHOCTH. [loMorana kakon-HuOyab TpaBHuUlle. Min
nepedpanach B ropoJi U OTKPbUIAa CBOIO HEOOJBIIYI0 TEKapHIO. XOTS HET,
aydine OylnouHyro. byinouku MHeE Bceraa ynaBaiuch Jyuine Bcero. Kak
MPEACTABIIO: pPAaHHEE YTPO, M HAJA TOPOJOM IUIBIBET apOMATHBIM 3amax
Oynouek. XKanb, YTO HUKTO HE CHPAIIMBAET MEHS, YETO XO4y S, — TSDKEJO
B3/I0XHYJIA, HATATUBAsl HA HOTY CAIOXKH.

— Pa3Be BBl He XOTUTE 3aMyX 3a JpakoHa, rocroxa? — CHpOCHIIA
['enara.

— 3a Kakoro japakoHa? — s HaxMypuiach, IV Ha BCTABLIYIO
CITY>KaHKY.

— 3a rocroanHa, — OTBETWJIA OHA. — EC/IM BBI BBIMAETE 32 HETO, TO BaM
He npunercs padorars. [ocnogun Oorar. OH MOXET 00ecleyuTh Bac BCEM
HEOOXOIUMBIM.

[Tpuexanmu.

— OH XO04eT B35AThb MEHS B JKE€HBI? — COPOCHUJIA THXO, MMOKa3bIBasi BCEM
CBOMM BHUJIOM, KaK 51 paCCTPOCHA U3-3a YCIBIINIAHHON HOBOCTH.

— O, s He 3HaWw, — TYT XK€ mouia Ha nomsaTHyr [emara. — Pa3pe
rocnojuH OyAeT Mepeo MHOW OTYUTHIBATHCA? Sl MPOCTO MPEaIoNoKuiIa.
Nuaue, 3auem Okl OH... [IpocTuTe, rocnoxa, MHE HE CTOUIIO TOBOPUTH ITOTO.

A napy pa3 MOpruysia, NbITaiCh BbI3BaTb TEM CaMbIM CJIE3BI.
[Tomyganock miIoxo, MOATOMY sl POCTO BCKOYMJIA C KPOBATU M Moadekana K
OTIIATHYBIIEHCA OT HEOXKUJAHHOCTH [ enary.

— I'enara, ThI JOPKHA MHE TIOMOYB! — IPOU3HECTA 5, CXBATUB CITYKaHKY
3a pyKH U 3aIJIsIHYB B IJ1a3a.

— Ilomous? — ['enara BeimsiAeNna pactepssHaon. — Ho yem?

HexkoTtopoe Bpems s Monyana, u3y4dast JUIO KeHIIUHbL. YTO-TO Ti1y0oKo
BHYTPU MEHsSI CBepOeno, MOACKa3biBasi, YTO HE CTOUT TOPOMUTHCA, HO S
OTMAaxHyJIaCh OT HA30MIMBOIO 4yBCTBAa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, IIaHC COEXaTh U
CaMOW MOCTPOUTH CBOIO KU3Hb KaXKIbIi ICHb HE BHINAJAET.

— [lomoru mMHe cOexarb OTCIONIa, — BBIJIOXHYJA 5. — Thl BeJlb BUAUIIID,
YTO S HE Takas. JTa >XKU3Hb HE MOAXONUT MHE. S Xxouy... Sl xouy OBITh
CBOOOIHOM! — TTOCTIeAHEE CIIOBO 5 TTOUTH BBIKPUKHYIA, TYT K€ YKOPUB CeOsl.
[lepeurpriBaTh BCE-TaKW HE CTOUT.

I'enata muMpoko pacraxHylia Ijia3a U HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ YIUBICHHO
CMOTpeJia Ha MEHsS. 3aTeM OHa HaxMypWIach, NMPUKyCUJa TyOy W OTBeia



B30s. [lo BeIpakeHHIO €€ rila CTAHOBWJIOCH TOHATHO, YTO OHA YCHJICHHO
00TyMbIBa€T MOM CJIOBA.

S nonmaBuiia nukoBaHue. Pa3 oHa O YEM-TO pPa3MBINUISET, 3HAYMT,
OTCIOZla U B CaMOM JieJie MOKHO cOexarb. Korja s moHsia 3710, TO cierka
pactepsiiack. byayiiee pe3ko cTano pacIjibiBYaThIM U MyTalonyM. YTo MeHA
JKJIIET 3a TpeaiesiaMmu 3Toro Mmecta? CMory Jiu s BBKUTh B HE3HAKOMOM MUDE.
Ha uto mHue xuth? ['ne? Uem 3anarbcs? To, 4TO s roBopuiia HE Tak JAaBHO
['enare numb ¢daHTa3uu, KOTOPHIE, BO3MOXKHO, OYJET CIIUIIKOM CIIOKHO
BOIUIOTUTH B JKU3Hb.

Ho u ocrarbcs 31ech s He moria. Hamepenus Punecapa ve Obutn MHe
MOHSTHBI U 3TO HaCTOpaXHBajo. BroixHe MOXXeT ObITh, UTO OH XOYET BUJICTh
MEHSI CBO€H KEHOMW, BOT TOJBKO S HE BEPIO, UTO OH BIIIOOMJICS B MEHS C
MEPBOTO B3IIsA/Ia. A €CIIM HET, TO 3a4eM €My Tak puckoBarb? Hackonbko s
MOHs1a, BCE JIPAKOHBI K OMPEACICHHOMY BPEMEHU UMEIOT MPABO MEPEHECTH
TU1s1 ce0s J)KeHY M3 IPYyroro Mupa. EMy cTOMIIO MO0 1aTh KaKOe-TO BpeMsl, U
Bce. Ho HeT, OH He TOJIBKO HACTPOUJI MPOTUB CEOsl UMIIEpaTOpa OTHEHHBIX
JPAKOHOB, TaK €I€ W TOIIEN MPOTHUB IPUKa3a CBOEro umieparopa. [is
MOTI00HOT0 MOCTYMKA JTOJKHA OBITh OY€Hb BECKasl MPUYHMHA.

Bce-Taku ¢ umneparopom Obwio mpore. IlycTs ero xapakrep Tsokenee,
HO OH cpa3y 0003Ha4YmI cBoM HaMmepeHus. Korma 3Haelb, 4To OT TeOs XOTST,
KaK-TO MpoIe. A TyT JyMai MOCTOSHHO, HE CITK HOYaMHU.

Uro-to s cebst pemuB, lemara BCKMHyNa Ha MEHSA B3I H
MPUILLYPUIACh.

— IlomoxmauTe 31€ech, — CKazaja OH, a MOTOM TOPOIUIMBO BHIIIA 32
JIBEPb.

Sl ckonb3HyNA K IBEPU U MPUHUKIIA K HEW YXOM. YAAJSIOIIUECS IIard.
CKHHYB TOPOIUIUBO CaIlOKH, 5 OTKpbLIa JIBEph U BhINLIA. [locMOTpeB B 00e
CTOPOHBI, HE YyBHJENAa CHOUHBI CIYKaHKW. Pa3 Tak, 3HAYUT, OHA IMOILIA
HarpaBo. [IpocTo cieBa ObUT TOBOJIBHO JUIMHHBIA KOPUIOP, a CIpaBa yepes
rapy METPOB PE3KU MOBOPOT K JICCTHHIIE.

[TpunogHsB 100Ky, s OCTOPOXKHO TOAKpaach K MOBOPOTY. XOTena yKe
BBINVISIHYTh, KaK yCIIblllIajia CTpaHHbIN 3BYK. CepAlle MCIyTaHHO JAEPHYJIOCH.
S1 HeBOJILHO B3JpOTHYJIA, MPHKABIIUCH K CTeHE. M3-3a TyIsoero B KpoBu
aJpeHaJMHA s COBEPUICHHO HE Ollylaa xojaoaa. MHe Jaxe ®apko HEMHOTO
ObBLIO.

— Baiie BbICOU€CTBO, 3Ta KEHIIMHA XOYET YWTH, — MPO3BYYAJ TUXUU
roJjioc I'enmarsl.



S enea He momaBwiack Bo3ayxoM. C keM oHa roBoput? Heyxenu
Punecap Bepnyncs? BeicouecTBo? locmnoau, HeyXeln TYyT HET OOBIYHBIX
JIPakOHOB? A, BEPHO, OHU BEIb IPABAT TUM MHUPOM, 3HAYUT, BCE OTHOCATCS
K anuTe. Bpsax nu KTO-TO M3 HUX CTall Obl KWUTh OOBIYHOM >KuU3HbIO. HoO
BBICOUECTBO... [Ipokmsarue!

He o Tom nymaro.

Pa3 Punecap BepHyscs, MHE HYKHO YXOAuUTh B KOMHaTy. Ckaxy, 4TO
['enara Bce BbIAyMasa, U 1 HUYETo MOI00HOTO HE TUIAHUPOBAJIa.

— Yro MHe Jnenarb? — HOBBIM Bompoc OT lenarbl 3acTaBuil MeHs
MIPUTOPMO3UTb.

3aueMm oHa 3TO crpamuBaeT? WMnu Punecap pemmn cnenarb BUI, YTO
yJIE€TaeT, a Ha CAMOM JIeJIe€ XOUYEeT MPOBEPUTH, KakK 51 Oyny ceOs BECTU B €ro
orcyrctBue? Hy urto 3a 6pen? 3auem emy Bce 3T0?

K Tomy e, mouemy s He ciplry BTOPOro rojoca?

Tonbko HE rOoBOpUTE MHE?..

— Jla, xopotuo, s nousina. Ilepeceus 6apbep OyleT HE Tak YK CIOXHO.
M1 npubyznem B DHaap Ha KpbulaHax. Beero qodporo, Balie BEICOYECTBO.

IToHsIB, 4TO Pa3roBOp OKOHYEH, s CTPEJIOM HAMpPABUIACh B KOMHATY.
3aKkphIB JBEph, OIIsjena ObICTPO MOMEIICHUE, 3aTeM HaTsSHYJla CKUHYTHIE
CallOXKW M TIPUCENIa OKOJIO KAaMHWHA, JIeJIasi BHUJ, YTO IMOAKHUABIBAIO JPOBA.
[Ipocto oT agpeHanuHa Mou 1IeKkH ropenau. OHU BeAb MOIIIU CTaTh TAKUMH
OT OJIM30CTH OTHS, HE TaK JIK?

[TouTtun cpasy nmocie 3Toro B KOMHaTry BepHyJach I enara. Yciblias 3ByK
OTKPBIBAIOIIEHCS JBEpPH, S €Ba HE TOJCKOuMia Ha mecre. Hepmbl ObuH
MOXO0XHW HA HAaTAHYTbhIE CTPYHBbL. [[pUKPBIB HA MUT IJ1a3a, HE3AMETHO BTSAHYJA
BO3[lyX B JIETKME M MOMbITajgack pacciaburbes. Bee xopomo. Bece Oyner
XOpOUIO.

OTkpbIB 171233, Opocuiia MOJICHO B OTOHb M BCTaja, MOBOPAYUBASICh K
I'enare.

— Hy uT0? — cipocuna HereprienuBo. — Tbl mogymana?

Urto mue nenats? Bapyr lemara mpuBener MeHst Kk Punecapy, a ToT,
MOHSAB, YTO IIO-XOPOUIEMY B 3aMKE 5 HE OCTaHyCh, 3aKpPOE€T MEHS?
OTtkazarbcsi oT unen yoexars? A ecnu 3a ['emaroit ctoutr He Punmecap, To
kto? C xeM oHa roBopuiia? Kak? YV HHUX TyT, 4TO, Marmdeckue TeiaedOHbI
€CTh?

He 3naro. Huuero He 3Hato! Byny nelicTBoBaTh 1o 00CTOSITEILCTBAM.



— CoOupaiitechb, — ckazana ['enata u OKHMHYJIa MEHS OLICHUBAIOUIUM
B3VISIIOM. — BaM HaJi0 OAEThCA enle Teriee.

S n300pa3una Ha jauie Oe3yAep>KHYI0 paJoCTh, a MOTOM KHHYJIAch K
mkady, HaTAruBas Ha cebOs Bce, YTO TOJIbKO MOXKHO. He 3Haro, 0 Kakux
KpbUIaHAX IIUIA PE€Yb, HO €CJIM 3TU 3BEPYIIKH JIETAKOT, TO CHOBA 3aMep3aTh
MHE HE XOYETCH.

I'enara ymnura, cka3zaB MHE HAmoOCHEAOK, 4TO OyaeT KJaTh Iepen
[JIABHOM JBEpbIO. 3aKOHYMB OJIEBAThCA, s OIVIsi[IE]a KOMHATY, B KOTOPOM
IIpOBEJIa TaK MAJIO BPEMEHHU.

I'nsHyB Ha kpoBaTh, S MOAOLLIA K HEW M MPHUCETA HA JTOPOXKKY.
BonHenne BoiHaMHM Tyisui0 1O KpoBu. M3-3a Hero, kasalioch, MOH
BHYTPEHHOCTH CBOPAYMBAIOTCS B y3€il. OILIYIIEHUE HE CIUIIKOM MPUATHOE.

51 Bce enre comHeBaIach, 4YTO MOCTYIIAKD MPABUIIBHO. B TaHHBIM MOMEHT
s JEWCTBOBAJIA HA BOJIHE, HE KEJlasi OCTAHABIMBAThL CBOM MMIYJIbC. MHOTHA
caMbl€ TPAaBWIbHBIC PEIICHUS MPUHUMAIOTCS NepBbiMU. KOHEUHO, O TOM,
MPaBWIBHO JIU S TOCTYIWJIa WM HET, y3Hal0 HaAaMHOro Mo3xke. B mobom
cilydae, )kaJleTh TouHO He Oyny. HasepHoe.

IToxsomaB cebs 1Mo KOJICHSM, B3I0XHYJIa U PEIIUTEIbHO BCTaa.

I'enara s ngana MEeHsI OKOJIO ABEPH C OOJIBIIION MEITKOOOpa3HON CyMKOMA.

— Ena, — nmogcHuna oHa, 3aMeTuB Mou B3I, — nemre.

Crousnio Ham BBINTH, KaK BETEP C PaJOCThIO MIBBIPHYJ B JUIO TOPCTh
KOJIFOYErO0 CHera. BCKMHYB pyKy, S OPUKpPbUIA JHUIO, @ MOTOM HATAHYJA
MOXHAaTbI BOPOTHHK I10 CaMble IIIa3a.

I'enara moBenm MeHs Kyaa-TO B CTOPOHY. S MOCTOSIHHO OIVISIbIBAJIacCh,
CJIOBHO OKMJIasi, UTO CeMvac KakoW-HUOYb XUIIHUK BBIPBITHET U3 CYyTrpooa.

[IInmu Mbl ponro. bnarogapsi OOMBIIOMY KOJMYECTBY OICKIbI, H3-3a
KOTOPOM 51 moXoJuia Ha map, UATH ObUIo KpaiiHe cinoxkHo. Cama [enara mina
TaK, CJIOBHO HE OIIyIIaJla HU BETPa, HU XOJIOJA, HA CHETa MojJ Horamu. Sl
CTapajiacb HE MOTEPATh W3 BUAY €€ CIHUHY, HO €d BCE PaBHO HHOTAA
MPUXOAUIOCH IPUTOPMAKHBATh, YTOOBI TOKIATHCS MEHS.

CnycTst HeKOTOpO€e BpeMsl, KOrja 51 yKe Havaja pa3MbIILIIATh O TOM, YTO
uzes yoexars Oblia mioxoi, ['enara octaHoBHIIaCh.

— Pyky naBaiiTe, — cka3ajia OHa, CTalllUB PyKaBHILY.

S noBTOpMIIa 3a HEW U B35J1ACh 3a TEIUIYIO U CYXYIO JIAJJOHb.

I'enara yBepeHHo mnonuia Bnepen. Bo3ayx mepen Hamu ApOTHYN, a
MIOTOM TI0 HEMY TPONLIACh €1Ba yloBUMas psiob. bapeep!



Korna npoxonniia uepes3 Hero, To €1Ba AbIIIANIA, ONacasich, 4to Punecap
IIOCTAaBUJI 3allpeT HAa MOE€ MpoxoxiaeHue. Ho, Kk MoeMy yIMBICHUIO, f
CIOKOWHO mpockoumsia. [1yOOKO BHYTPHM  BCKOJBIXHYJIWUCH  HOBBIE
nogo3penus. [nanyna Ha I'enary, HO Ta BBIVISIAENA CIIOKOMHOM.

Bckope MBI 100panuch 0 COBEPIICHHO TIVIaAKOM CcKaybl. lenmara
IIOBOJMJIA BO3JIE Hee pykKamu. Ha mMOBEPXHOCTH KaMHsI BCIBIXHYJIM CHUHHUE
cuMBOJIbI. OTHO MTHOBEHUE OHM MYJIHCUPOBAIIM, & MOTOM 3aKPYKHIHCh
BooBOpoToM. CIyCTSi MUHYTY, Ha 3TOM MecTe oOpas3oBaiach IajKas
KpyIIast AbIpa, JMaMeETPOM MPUMEPHO METPA TPH.

— WUnewm, — Opocuna ['enara, marnyB B TEMHOTY.

S Hexotd mocnenoBana 3a Hel. JKeHIMHA OCTaHOBUJIACh B JIBYX IlIarax
OT BXOJ/Ia U CHSJIA CO CTEHBI (haKesl, MTHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYBIIIHI TO1y0O0BaThIM
CBETOM.

KameHHblii KOpuaOp BCKOpE CMEHWJICS OOoJblIoN mnemiepoi. [enara
CyHyna (akena B Jep)Karelb W KAK-TO CTPAHHO WIEJIKHYJA SI3BIKOM. 3BYK
IIPOKATUJICA MO MELepe.

Cnayana ObUIO COBEPIIEHHO THXO, a TIOTOM BJAJIEKE HA 3EMJIII0 PYXHYI
KaMeHb. S B3pOrHyna, BCMaTpuBasiCh B 3bIOKHI cyMmpak mepes coboil. He
MOHSITHO OBLJIO, OTKY/Ia UCXOUT CIA0BIN pacCenBAIOIIUICS CBET.

A TOTOM $ ycIbllanga TpeBoxHOe Imunenue. HeBonbHO npudnu3uiackh
K criokoitHoi ['enare, BctaB uyTh mo3amu Hee. K mmnenuto mpubaBuics
HIOPOX M NOAO3PUTENIbHOE KilalaHbe. Koe-rje To U J1eJI0 majaiv KaMHHU.
YT0-TO CKpe)KETAIO.

Oi1, 4yT0-TO MHE XOUeTCs Ha3a!

Cama He 3aMeTwia, KaKk BLENWIACh B IUIe4M lenarsl, 3aaepKuBas OT
JeASTHOrO cTpaxa JbixaHue. JKeHiuHa, Ka3anoch, HE ObUla MPOTHB MOMX
nevicteui. I1o kpalinen Mepe, MOU pyKU OHA HE TOPONIMIIACh CKU/BIBATD.

Korma nepen Hamu nosiBUiIach rpoMajiHasl MOpAa 3MeEH, s He 3aKpruJalia
TOJIKO TTOTOMY, YTO IOJABWJIACH B3JI0XOM W BO3MyXoM. JKenTelii mia3 c
BEPTUKAJIBHBIM 3PAaYKOM CMOTpPEI MPSMO HA MEHS.

B ommune or mens [emara Obula TOMHOCTBIO crokoiHa. OHa
3aBOpPKOBajia Ha HEMIOHSATHOM SI3bIKE, MOAXO/IS K CYIIECTBY OJIMXKE.

S ormyctuna Ienary, ynepeBmiuMch COMHOW B KaMeHb mo3aau. Yepes
HEKOTOPOE BpEMsl CO37aHUE TOJHOCTBhIO BOIIO B KPYyr Toiay0oBaToro,
SPKOTO CBETA, U 5 CMOTJIa YETKO €ro paccMoTpeTh. JlnHHas, 3MeenonooHas
mies U rojioBa, KOXKUCTBIE KPBUIbsl, CIIOBHO OJIOJKEHHBIEC Y JIETYYUX MBIIIEH,



YEeThIpEe KOTITHCTBIE Jallbl, XyHOe€, OOTSIHYTOE CEpoill KOXel Teno W JBa
THOKHUX XBOCTA.

CymiecTBo MIMIMENO U ClerKa IIeNKalo BpeMs OT BpemMeHu. Bcekope k
MepBOM 3Mee€ NPUCOCAVMHWIACH elnle oaHa. OTIMYalnuch OHU TOJIBKO
pacuetkoid. OHa ObUIa OoJiee cepoil, a ipyras OJNHKe K Y4epHOMY.

— DTo KpbUIaHbl, — mnpousHecna [enara, OeccTpalllHO MOIIAXKUBas
OMYIICHHBIE K HEHl TON0BBI. — OHU COBEPIIIEHHO 0€300M/THBIE.

Ha? Yro-to s comHeBaroch. OCOOEHHO €ClU y4eCTh TOT Habop 3y0o0B,
KOTOPBI€ CKPBIBAIOTCS B UX MAacCTAX. 1 HE 300JI0T, HO Jla)kKe€ MHE TIOHSITHO, YTO
9TH CYIIECTBA HE MOTYT OBITh TPABOSTHBIMU.

— O, — s HaTIHYTO YyABIOHYNIACh, NaKe HE MOAYMaB MPHOIMKATHCS K
3mesaMm. — OuapoBarebHbIE KaKue.

— S Toxe Tak Tymaro, — Cepbe3HBIM BUIOM KHMBHYJa [enara, a moTtom
noMaHus1a 3Mei 3a co0oM.

Kak onu moryTt Haxonuthbcsi B TakoM mecte? Pa3Be 3Men u pa3indHbie
AIIEPULIBI HE JIIOOAT CONHBIIMIKO M Temio? S mymana, KpbllaHamMu OymyT
KaKue-HUOY/Ib MyIIUCThIE U MUJIbIE ITUYKH.

— A UM He XOJIOIHO? — CNPOCHUJIA, BHICKAIb3bIBasi B TOHHEh BIEpEIU
['enarel.

— Kpblnanbl co3manbl MaraMu UCKyCCTBEHHO, — nosicHwIa [enara. — Mx
Ko)ka oueHb Tosictas. Her, um He xonogHo. OHM MOTYT BBDKUTH
MIPaKTUYECKH TIPH JIFOOOM TeMmeparype.

— Kak ymo6Ho, — mpoOopmorana, ycTpemysisich Brepen. Temepb
MOHSITHO, TIOYEMY ITH 3MEU TaKue cTpaHHble. HacTosmmue xumMepsl.

Korga Mbl BBIIIIM Ha CBET, s €IIE€ pa3 OCMOTpENa 3TUX JIETy4HX
*KUBOTHBIX. Ha (oHe Oeyioro cHera OHM CMOTPEIHUCH KpailHe HEOOBIYHO.
UecTHO TOBOPSI, OT UX BUJA JaXKE€ MHE CTaJIO0 XOJIOJHO.

['enara moxsjonana 3Mero Mo J0y U Ta HOKOPHO OMYCTHJIACH HA KOJICHU,
MO3BOJIsIs 3a0paThCsl HA HEe.

— IloBrOpsiiTe 3a MHOW, — MPOU3HECIIA OHA, OYEHb JIOBKO 3alIPbIrMBas
Ha CIIUHY XUMEDPBI.

— DM, — s ¢ JIETKUM ONACEHHEM IOIIsijeNia Ha BTOPYIO 3Mel0. 3Mesl ¢
WHTEPECOM IMOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHs, a TIOTOM 3allluIieNia, BHICYHYB JJIMHHBIN
po3oBaThii s3bIK. — bymem aApyxuth, na? — TmpousHeciaa A UyTh
3aMCKUBAIOIIE, IPOTATUBAS B CTOPOHY 3MEIOKHU PYKY. TOJIBKO HE OTKYyCH!

3Mesi morIAnena CHadajda Ha MEHs, TOTOM Ha PYKY M MEIJICHHO
HaAKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY. f1, BCe €Ile HATSHYTO YIBIOAsCh, XJIOMHYJIA TIapy pa3 eu



M0 MaKyIlIKe, cTapasich ObITh KaK MOXKHO Oojiee HexHOM. CIyCTsi MTHOBEHHUE
3Mes ONMYCTWJIACh HAa KOJEHHM, IVIAMS MPHU 3TOM Ha MEHS TaKUM HMPOHUYHBIM
B3IVISIJIOM, YTO Sl BMUT ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIA CEOSI TITYTOM.

3a0payach s HEe Tak M3AIIHO, Kak lemara. 3Mes MOCTOSHHO MIMMENa U
miejKaiga, Iyras MEHS 3THUM JO HKOTBI, HO MPHU 3TOM HE IICBEJIWIACH,
MOIJISIIBIBAS. B MOKO CTOPOHY KEJITHIM XOJIOJIHBIM TJ1a30M.

B koHIle KOHIIOB, s cIpaBWMIach C 3ajadeil. ITo ObUIO TpyAHEE, YeM
3aJIe3Th Ha JIomaah!

— Bce? — I'enara okuHyna MeHS B3MISIZIOM M XJIOMHYJA CBOKO 3MEIO MO
mee. Ta cpasy ke pacrmaxHysia KpbUIbsl U ITOOEKaIa.

51 moBTOpHMIIa 3a ciyKaHKOW. XuMepa MO0 MHOM APOTHYJa, pacKpbLIa
KpPbUIbSl ¥ IOMYaJach.

[Tomoxxaure-ka! A 3a 4To TYT JAepKarbcs?!

[IpunbHYB K KOCTIABOM CHOWHE, S CYJAOPOXHO CXBaTujach 3a
3MEEINOJO0HYI0 IIeH0 M 3axMypuiach. CIycTss HEKOTOpOE BpeMs IIOHsJIA,
YTO MYTEIIECTBOBATH B Jlallax JpakoHA HAMHOTO KOM(OpTHEE, YeM JIETETh Ha
9TOM >KUBOTHOM.

Bo-nepBbIX, B KOITSAX XOTh M CTPAIIIHO, HO BIIOJHE Y100HO. BO-BTOpHIX,
KOTJIa Bac MEPEBO3UT JPaKOH, TO OOJIbIIAas YacTh BCE-TaKU MPHUKPHITA €T0
KOTTsIMU. M B-TpeThbUX, HECMOTPS HU Ha YTO HaMHOTO yaoOHee. A BOT Ha
CIIUHE ATOW KOKUCTOM MTHITHI U XOJIOJHO, U CTPAIIHO, U HEYTOOHO.

MuHyT 4yepes3 nsATh y MEHSI Hayaju OKOJIEBATh PyKH U JIUI0. Eciu nuio
s MOIJIa XOTh HEMHOTO CIIPATaTh, YTOOBI KOXKY HE KOJIOJ JICJTHON BETep, TO
BOT C pyKamu ObL1a mpoOiema — yoparh s UX HUKaK He MOTJIa.

Uepes nonyaca s ICKPEHHE MOXKaJea, YTO PEIINIIAch Ha 3Ty aBAHTIOPY.
Hamo Opu10 ocTaBaThes B 3aMke. MHeE Ka3ajgocCh, YTO €Ile HEMHOIO U MOH
KOHEYHOCTH CHOKOMHO OTBaJIATCS caMH. YEeCTHO TOBOpsA, s TMOYTH HE
YyBCTBOBAJIA PYK.

B ronose npomenbkHyIa MBICIIb, YTO JIYUIIIE BCETO B 3TOM MHPE MHE
ObI0 B 3aMke wumIieparopa. llepen rmiazamu BcTalnm OONHMK MpaBUTEIS
OTHEHHBIX JPAKOHOB. BCIOMHMIIMCH €r0 XOJIOJHBIEC CEPhIC I1a3a U TSHKEIbII
JABAIIMN B3I, [louemy-To cepale B rpyau Cerka JpOorHyIio.

Bb110 HACTOJIBKO XOJIOAHO, YTO MOCTEIICHHO I HaYaJia MpOBaJIMBaThCS B
Oecco3HaTeIbHOE COCTOSIHME. Sl  TBITamach  BCTPSIXHYTHCS,  KaK-TO
MOIIEBEIUTh TEJIOM, HO CO37aBajoCh TaKoe€ OIIylieHue, OyITo MeHs
3aKOBaJIA B OOKUTAFOIUHA JIE].



Korga s moutn OTKIIIOYMIACK, B TPYAH 3aIyJILCHPOBAIIO JIETKOE TEILIO.
CHauasna s Jaxke He 3aMeTuja 3TOro, HO MOCTEIEHHO OHO CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE
OoJpllle M cUJibHEe. Moe BHUMaHHE HEBOJIBHO COCPEIOTOYMIIOCH Ha ITOM
cTpaHHOM (¢eHoMeHe. Sl oTcTpaHeHHO HaOIIonala, Kak Todyka Teria
pacuapsierca. B kakoM-TO MOMEHT 3Ta HCKpa B3APOTHYJIA CHUJIbHEE,
3arpsiciach, a TOTOM OT HEE BO BCE CTOPOHBI MOIIIa BOJHA.

OT HEOXKUTAHHOCTH 5 3aMepJia, IIepecTaB AbIIIATh, YYBCTBYSI IIPH 3TOM,
KaK KpOBb HayMHAeT HarpeBarhCs. JIOBOJBHO CTPAaHHOE M HE3HAKOMOE
OIIyIIICHUE.

CocpenoTounB BC€ CBOC BHHMAHHE Ha OpraHU3ME, s BCKOPE TOHSIIA,
4TO MepecTana omymarh xonon. K ToMy ke Koka Ha pykKax, KOTOpHIC,
Ka3aJ0Ch, CHACTH HEIb3s, Hadajla MITKO MyJbCHpOBaTh TerioM. OHO He
ObUIO OOJIE3HEHHBIM, HA00OPOT, MPHUATHBIM M YCIOKaWBAIOUIWM, IpaBla,
HEMHOTO HEMPHUBBIYHBIM.

B3noxHyB, s OTKphUIa IJlaza U TPUIOAHSTIA TojioBy. B oTimume oT
CBOETO TPOIIIOrO OMbITa IMOJETa, B ATOT pa3 s MOIJIa CIIOKOMHO B3IVISIHYTh
BHM3. Jlyuiiie Obl He cMoTpernia! BeicoTa roOBOKpYKUTEIbHAS.

Bnpouem, HeMHOTro moOrojas, s MPHUBBLIKJIA W Halja TMOJAOOHBIA BHJ
3aBopakuBaronM. OJIHO 3HaJa TOYHO, s HUKOTAA HE AyMalia, 4TO CO MHOM
MOXXET IIPOM30UTH 4TO-TO Nojmo0Hoe. Hy, B caMoM Jiernie, KTo B peajJbHOCTH
MOXKET PAcCUMTHIBATh HA MOJIET MO CEBEPHOMY IMOJIOCY Ha 3MEENo00HOM
CylllecTBe?

Harnsanemmcy n yOenauBiuch, uro l'emara neTuT Bmepenu, s CHOBA
3aKphlIa I1a3a U COCPENOTOUMIIACh Ha cBoeM Teje. KoHeuHO, MEHS CHIIBHO
BOJTHOBJIO TO, YTO MPOM3OILIIO HEAaBHO. UTO 3TO 3a TEIIO M OTKyAa OHO
B3s710Ch? Ha ymM mpuXOmuiio TOJBKO OJHO — Marus. A 9TO 3TO €I MOXET
ObITH? BOT ToNIbKO OTKyAa oHa? ECTh HECKOJIBKO BAPHUAHTOB.

ITepBhIit — HA NTUIIE YCTAHOBJICHO 3aKJIMHAHWE, KOTOPOE aKTUBUPYETCS
B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia MacCaXUp HAYMHACT UCTIBITHIBATh CUJIBHBIC TPYIHOCTH.
BrioiHe BO3MOXXHO, 4YTO 3aKJIMHAHHE OTCIEKHUBAET KaKUM-TO OO0pa3oM
OpraHM3M YeJIOBEKa U 3aIyCKaeTCs TOJBKO B KPUTHUECKUI MOMEHT.

BTopoii — Takoe ke 3aKJIMHaHWE BMOHTHPOBAHO B KYJOH, JI0 CHX IIOD
BHUCAITMN Ha Moei 1iee. [TogoO6Hoe MHe KaxeTcs 0osiee paBIoIog00HBIM.

N Tperbe — mepeMecTHBIINCH B ATOT MHUP, S KAKUM-TO HEBEPOSTHBIM
o0pa3zoM cMorvia IpPOOYIUTh IPEMITIOIIYIO BO MHE JIPEBHIOI0 MAarui0, KOTOpast
U clacjia MEHsS B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa s JyMmaja, 4TO €CJIM W BBDKHBY, TO
OCTaHyCh KaJIeKoH 0e3 pyK.



[Tocnennuii BapuaHT JUYHO MHE Kazajcs Oosiee MpearnoYTUTEIbHbBIM,
HO TIIPU ITOM MEHEe BEPOATHBIM. Mos ylaya HUKOTJA HE ObLIa HACTOJIBKO
Xoporei, 4TtoObl CO MHOM CIYyYWJIOCh YTO-TO Mojo0Hoe. Jla s jaxe
JoTepeitHbIe OMIeThI epecTana nokymnars! ToaKy WX MOKYIaTh, €CJIU 3a BCIO
CBOIO HEOJTYIO JIOTEPEHHYIO0 Kaphepy 5 HE BhIMTpalia Jake COTHU?

Het, ner, kak ObI MHE HE XOTEJIOChH OBI OBJAJETh Marucu, s ObuIa
peAINCTKOM M TOHHMMaya, YTO IIOJ00HOE€ CO MHOM TOYHO HE MOXKET
npou3onTH. M HEBa)KHO, YTO OINyIICHHE TeIlia MOSBUIOCH B CAaMOM Haualie
MMEHHO B rpyau. BepostHee Bcero, Tak ACHCTBYET 3aKJIIMHAHUE, 3aJI0)KEHHOE
1100 B KyJIOHE, TNOO B JICTAIONIEH 3MEe.

Pa3o0paBmmch ¢ 3TUM MOMEHTOM, 51 yIOBJICTBOPEHHO B3I0XHYIA.

Jlerenmm ™Mbl nonro. I[lpu3HarOCh 4ECTHO, CITYCTS HECKOJIBKO YacoB, S
Hayaja Mojo3peBarb, 4To lenara Ha camMoM Jiejie HeHaBUIUT MeHs. W miis
MOI00HBIX MBICJIEH Y MEHsI ObLJIM BECKUE MTPUYHHBI.

KakoBa BeposSITHOCTB, UTO OHa HE MOJlyMajia O TOM, HaCKOJIBKO XOJIOJHO
MOXET  OBITb  HaBepXy? OHa  mnoka3anacb  MHE  JOBOJIBHO
npeayCcMOTpUTEIbHOM. [la, oHa mornpocuiia MeHs HaJIeTh KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIe
BCIlICM, HO IMOYEeMy TOIrja HE HaJOXKWIAa Kakoe-HUOydbh corpeBarolee
3akiauHaHue? BoT He moBepro, 4YTO HUYEro MOJ0OHOTO Maru TYT HE
npuaymMand. A To, 4To OHa Mar, S Oblla yBepeHa, Belb Iieliepa Oblia
3areyaTaHa MarudeckuM crnocodom. He mymaro, 4To mpoCTOi 4eloBEeK MOT
OBl €€ OTKPBITh.

Kpome Toro msl jietuM yxe 4yacoB msiTh, HO lenara naxe He Aymaer
OCTaHaBIIMBaThCsl. Pa3Be denmoBek crocoOeH MPOBECTH CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH Ha
X0JI0JIe, HE MMEsI BOBMOXKHOCTH XOTsI Obl HEMHOTO MOJBUTAaThCS U COTPEThH
TEeNn0?

Jla ecnu Obl He 3aKJIMHAHUE, cHacuiee MeEHs, s Obl yMeplia ele napy
yacoB Ha3zan!

UeMm pombliie s g1ymMalnia, TEM MEHbIIIE BCE 3TO MHE HPaBUJIOCH. S yxke
cokajiena, yro monmia ¢ I'emaroii. KTo 3HaeT, Ha YTO OHA MIOMJIET, KOTJa
MOMMET, 4TO TiepesieT He YOUJI MeHs.

Hudero n3mMeHuTsb s y’ke HE MOTIJIa, TO3TOMY MHE OCTaBaJIOCh OBITh Kak
MOXKHO 00Jiee BHUMATEJIbHOU U OCTPOKHOM.

T'oBOpSAT, 4TO YEIOBEK — OJTHO U3 CaMBIX IPHUCIIOCOOISIEMBIX CO3/IaHHI.
JlyMaro, 4TO B O3THX CJIOBax €CThb CMBICH. Sl HACTONBKO IPUBBIKIA K
HEyZN00CTBaM M OMACHOMY IIOJIETY, YTO B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT IepecTaja
omnacarbcd. la u 60aTbCs 4ero-nuodo ATUTENBHOE BpeMs YTOMUTENBHO.



JleTenu Mbl J0JTO. ..

Ouenp gomaro!

I'enara, cyns 1o Bcemy, Take HE JiyMajia OCTaHABJIMBATHCS HA MpHUBAJ.
Ha cnenyromniee yrpo (moaymaTh TOJBKO, MbI JICTEIW MOYTH BECh JE€Hb U
HOYb!) 1 XoTena ectb. Ho OosbIlie Bcero MeHs My4ujI BOBCE He TOJI0/I, a 00JIb
BHM3Y >KUBOTA. Moi1 OeTHBII MOUEBOM My3bIPH!

[TpucnocoOuBIIUCH, s cela Ha KPbUIAaHE U C HEHABUCTHIO TTOCMOTpEIIa
Ha Mas4yuBIIyl Brnepeau lemary. UecTHO roBopsi, B 3TOT MOMEHT B MOEWU
roJIOBE He OBLIO HU OJTHOTO LIEH3YPHOTO CJIOBA.

TepneTh CTaHOBUJIOCH Bce TpyaHee. M3-3a M0JIroro OXKUAaHUS KUBOT
CKPYYHBAJIO 1 KOJIONO. S 00s1ach MOMIEBEUTRCS JTUITHUHN pa3s.

— Cmyckarics, — mpukasaja s 3Mee, HaJIesiCh, YTO OHA ITOHUMAET CJIOBA.
K coxanenuro, 3Mer0Ka axe HE moayMana CHUkKarbcsa. — Buus! Jletn BHU3!
Toppp! Cron!

Pazo3nmuBmuce, g Mojaokuiia pyku 3Mee Ha LICK0 W HaJaBuia, HAJEsACH,
YTO XOTh TAaK OHA NOMMET, YTO MMEHHO OT Hee XOTiAT. K coxaneHuro,
CYILIECTBO JIMIIb HEOBOJIBHO MOKOCHJIOCH HA MEHS, HO TIOJIET HE TTPEPBAJIO.

S momkana ryObl M THEBHO YCTAaBUJIACh HA YIPSIMOE KUBOTHOE. 3JI0CTh
BCIIBIXHYJIA BHYTPH MOXapoM. MHe XOTenoch MpUOUTh 3TUX 0e300pa3HbIX
CO3/aHMH, a JIy4Ille BCEro OTTACKaTh 3a BOJOCHI [ enary.

K Moemy ynuBieHuro, 3Mesi MoJj0 MHOW KaK-TO CTPaHHO 3aJpoxana, a
MOTOM HaJaJia MJIaBHO CITyCKaThCs. Sl paoCcTHO 3aynbioaiach.

— Bot ymMHuI11a, — NpoBOpKOBaJia s, MOMIAKUBasE 04aPOBATEIBLHYIO 3MEIO
1o mee. — Mos Te1 Xopomwas. Mosozer.

B xoHeyHOM wHTOre, Mbl NMPU3EMIMIIMCH HA JIECHOM MOJsAHE. S Xorena
OBICTPO CKaTUTHCSA CO CIUHBI 3MEU, HO MOE€ TEJI0 OHEMEJIO OT ycTajdocTu. K
TOMY e, JIF00O€ JIMIITHEE JBUKEHUE 3aCTABIISIIO )KMBOT BCIBIXMBATH OOJIBIO.

Kpsixts, kak CTONETHsISL cTapyxa, s KOe-Kak CJe3jia U MOKOBBbUISIA B
CTOpPOHY OJmkKalIIero AepeBa. YXOIUTh CIUIIKOM JaJeKo OT MecTa MOCaIKH
s He coOMpaach.

3aKOHYMB CBOM JI€Ja, s BEPHYJIACHh K 3M€e, HO MPEKIE YEM 3aJIe3Th Ha
HEE M MOCJIEIOBATh HA MOUCKU lenarsl, s MPUHSIIACH PA3MUHATH yCTaBIIIEE
TEJO.

CnycTta HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT psiioM npuzemiuiack [enara. S Bunena ee
npuOIKeHre, T03TOMY HalIio[ana 3a Hel HEOTPBIBHO.



— Y10 Cciydmsioch? — CHPOCHIIA KEHILHMHA, BBIVISAAS IIPU ITOM CJIETKa
BCTPEBOKEHHOM.

S maxmypunacek. Bepsl k Hell y MeHst Oosibliie He ObuT0. BOT TONBKO 5
MOHUMAJIA, YTO TaK MPOCTO OT HEe HE NU30aBUTHCS.

— Huuero, — g noxaina meuamu. — [IpocTo s yenoBexk.

VY I'enatel ObLT Takoi BuA, OyATO OHA HE TIOHUMAET O YeM 1.

— Moxet ObITh, Maru NPUCHIOCOOJIEHBI JIETaTh JHSIMHU HampojeT 0e3
OCTAHOBKH, HO MPOCTHIE JIFO/IN TaK HE YMEIOT, — POLIEANIA .

— O, — I'enara BUHOBATO HAa MEHs nocMmotpena. — [Ipoury npomienus, s
HE MoyMaJia.

Oii mu? YTo-TO MHE MOJICKA3bIBAET, YTO 000 BCEM ThI MOyMala.

— Pa3 y>x MbI IpU3eMIIMIIMCh, HAJI0 IEPEKYCUTh, — CKa3ania f.

I'enara kuBHYyJA, a TOTOM CJ€3/1a CO 3MEH. 3aBTPAKaIu Mbl XOJIOJHBIMA
JenenKaMy U 1aBHO OCTBIBIIIMM >KapeHbIM MsICOM. S ObliIa Tak roj0JHa, 4YTO
COBCEM HE IyMalia O siie. BcmoMHMIa 0 HEM TOJIBKO IMOCJIE TOTO, KaK J10€Ja
ITOCJIEAHIOKO KPOUIKY.

— Kyna Mbl netum? — crpocuiia, pelmB, YTO CTOUT OOCYIAHUTh 3TOT
MOMEHT.

— B 0Ge3omacHoe mecto, — oTBeTmia lenara, HampaBiIssich 0OpaTHO K
JIETy4eH 3Mee.

bezomacnoe MecTo? 3ITO TO, KOTOpPOE€ pSIAIOM C KAaKUM-TO €ro
BbIcOuecTBOM? MHTEepecHO, Ha Koro padoTaeT ['enara u 4To nenana psjioMm ¢
Punecapom?

[Tocne 3Toro KOPOTKOro MpHUBaJIa MBI MPOAOJIKUIN HAIIE My TENIECTBHE.
Moe HacTpoeHue mnocTeneHHo mnaaano. Heonpenenennoe Oymymiee
BIPBI3AJIOCH BO BHYTPEHHOCTH, 3aCTaBJsAsl OUIYIIATh IIOXKYIIYIO TPEBOT'Y H
HEPBO3HOCTb.

Ha mecto mbl npuObuim Houblo. S enBa jaepxkanach. HeBbiHOCHMO
XOTEJNO0Ch CIaTh, HO sl IOHUMAJIa, YTO HE MOTY MO3BOJIUTH ce0e 3aCHYTh. Bceé-
TaKA COPBATHCS BO CHE CO 3MEU U PYXHYTh Ha 3€MJII0 MHE HE XOTEJIOCh.
COMHEBaKOCh, YTO 3Ta NTUYKA WK [ eara cTaHyT MEHS JIOBUTb.

NmenHo 1o 3To# mpuurHe s He 00paTuiia BHUMaHUs HA TO, TJI€¢ UMEHHO
MBI IIPU3EMIIMIIUCH. YCTABILIEE CO3HAHUE OTMETHUIIO TOJIBKO TO, YTO BOKPYT B
KAKOM-TO MOMEHT MOSIBUJIMChH JIFOIU. A TOTOM KTO-TO CHSIJI MEHSI CO 3MEM.
OuryTuB U3MEHEHUS, SI BCTPETICHYACh.

— Yro? — mpobopMoTalia, CTaparesibHO JIepKa 11a3a OTKPHITHIMHU.

— MBI IpUTOTOBUWIIN JIJ11 BAC KOMHATY, BbI MOXKETE. ..



Yenosek, NpUICpKUBAOIINN MEHS, TOBOPUII YTO-TO €I1I€, HO CO3HAHUE
PELIMIIO, YTO 3TOT MOMEHT CaMblid JYUYIIUM IJIs TOTO, YTOOBI OTKJIFOUUTHCA.
Kaxercs, nepenet nancs MHE ¢ OOJIBIINM TPYZIOM.

FEXOTCTYIIIeHne ™ **

Btopoil mpuHil HeOeCHOW HMIEpUM HAXMYPUIICA W BHUMATEIbHO
OCMOTpEIN Jiexallylo 0e3 Co3HaHus JEBYIIKY. B cBoell pyke OH nepxai
pacluCaHHbI Beep, KOTOPBIA BpeMsI OT BPEMEHU MEIJIEHHO PACKPBIBAI H
3akpbiBaj. [logo6HOE Bceraa momoraiao eMy AyMarh.

— Yto ¢ Hell ciryunnocs? — cripocui oH y ['enarsl.

JKeH1yrHa MrHOBEHHO OITyCTHJIACh HA KOJIEHU M CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— 51 He 3Har0, Bale BBICOYECTBO, — OTBETHJIA OHA, MOJABIIAS JKEJIAHUE
IIOCMOTPETH HA CBOETO IIPUHIIA.

Mosnonoit My»)4HrHa TOJXKaJ HEJOBOJIBHO I'yObl, HO HUYEro HE CKa3all.
BMmecTo 3TOro oH mocMoTpet Ha JieKapsi, KOTOpbIi 3a00THIICS O €T0 310POBbE
C CaMoro JIeTCTBA.

— Bepanor?
— Ucromenue, — mpoOopMoTall MOKUION MYy>KUMHA, TPOJI0JIKAs BOJIUTh
pykaMud HaJ JAeBymIKoW. — B paiioHe TONOBBI HAOMIONAET CHUIBHOE

3areMHeHHe. TO €CTh, B TMOCJIEAHUE JIHU OHA WCIBITHIBAJIA CIIHIIKOM
OOJIBITYIO TICUXOJIOTHYECKYIO0 Harpy3ky. K Tomy ke, ee Teno Tak ke CHUIbHO
UCTOINEHO. PexoMeHmamnuu, — MyXX4nHa yOpal pyKH W TIONPaBWJI OYKH,
MOTJIA/IUB TIOCJIE ATOTO HEOOBITYI0 OOPOIKY, — JUIMTEIIbHBIA COH, MOJIE3HAs
1 OOMIJIbHAS €1a, TNThe. M HeCKOIbKO HENSIb CIIOKOMCTBHS.

—T'ocmoguH. .. — Hayana I'enara, C;)KaBIINCh.

— ITomomuu, — pe3ko o0opBajl ee BTOPOW IPHUHI], C CUJION 3aXJIOIHYB
BEep. DTO IBUKEHHUE TOBOPUIIO 3HAFOIIUM JIFOJSM O Pa3IpaKCHUM ITPUHIIA.

[locrosiB eme HEMHOro Oe3 ABMXKEHHUSA, OH MEMJICHHO OOEpHYJCS U
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOKO MOJYMHEHHYI0. EMy Bcerna ka3anock, uro ['emara ogHa
U3 CaMbIX YMHBIX YJIEHOB €r0 TalHOW cTpaku. CuiibHAs, UCIIOJHUTEIbHAS,
OCTOpPO’KHAasl, OHA BCErIa BBINONHSIA €ro TMpUKa3aHus C 0co0oi
TIIATEIbHOCTBIO.

— YTo THI MmbITaNaCh caenarb? — COPOCUI OH, MOJOWAS K CTOSIIECH Ha
KOJICHSIX JKCHIIUHE.

['emara momxkana ryObl, HE XKeiash TOBOPUTH THpaBay. OHa Tak U HE
MO/IHSJIA TOJIOBY, CBEPJIS B3MNISIAOM OAHY TOUKY Ha IMOJY.

— ToBopu, — mpukazana BTOPOM MpHUHI], HaOMOAas 3a MaJeHIIUMHU
pEeaKIUSIMHU.



— Mol rocnoauH, OHa IPUHECET BaM HEINPUATHOCTH, — BCE-TAKHU
npousHecna I'enara HEXOTS.

— ThI nbITaNIaCh €€ YOUTH? — MPUHIL 33 yMacs.

On nonumadn, yto I'enare He cocTtaBuiio Obl TpyJa YOUTh ATO JEBYIIIKY.
Bcé-Taku ux cuibl HeconoctaBuMebl. Toraa mouemy JieBa enie xKupa?

Cama I'enara Mmonvana. OHa HE MOIIA CKa3aTh MpaBly, HO U HE KeJalia
Jrarb CBOEMY I'OCIIOAUHY.

— 3Ha4WT, MbITAJacCh, — NPEANOJIOKUI IPHUHI], PACLUEHUB MOJIYAHHE
['enarpl, kKak yTBEpAUTENIbHBIA OTBET. — HO MUYHO yOUTH €€ Thl HE MOIJa,
MHaue 3TO MOLLIO ObI B pa3pe3 ¢ MOMM MPUKA30M. A pa3 Tak, TO Thl pelInia
NONBITaThCSl HABPEAUTH €M HE HAIPSAMYIO. 3auem?

— DOTa JKEHIIMHA IIPUHECET BaM HENPHUATHOCTH, MOW TOCIOAWH, —
nosropwia lemara. Btoporo mpuHila oHa mwoOwia OOJbIIE YEM CBOIO
coOCTBEHHYIO XM3Hb. ['enara roroBa Obula OTAATH 3a HETO BCE, YTO y HEE
ecTtb. I mosToMy oHa He Xkenana, yToObl €My KTO-TO HaBpeauia. — OHa —
COOCTBEHHOCTh OTHEHHOT0 umneparopa. OH npuaeT 3a Hell.

Bropoi1 npuHi okunyi ['enary HeT0BOJIBHBIM B3IVISIZIOM.

— 3uKap, — Mo3BaJj OH.

Croutio nocienHeMy 3ByKYy COpPBAaThCs C €ro ryo, kak psiaom c ['enartoi
MaTepUan30BaJICSd BEICOKUM U MOIIHBIN MyXunHa. OH TyT K€ OMYCTHJICS Ha
KOJICHH, CKJIOHSIS TOJIOBY.

— Mo¥ rocnoJiuH, — HOIPUBETCTBOBAJI OH IIPUHIIA.

— Tol Oynmeurr OTBETCTBEHHBIM 3a Haka3zaHue lenarbl. B Omumxkaiimiee
BpEMS sl HE XKEJIal0 €€ BUJIETh, — MPOU3HEC MPHUHI], PE3KUM JABHKCHUEM
3aKpbIBas Beep.

— Caymaroch, MOW TOCIIOAWH, — OTO3BAJICA YEJIOBEK U, MOJOXKHUB PYKY
Ha mJjieyo I enarsl, Hcue3 BMECTE C KCHIIUHOM.

PackppiB Beep M MaxHyB MM TNapy pa3, BTOpOHl NpUHI HeOECHOU
MMIIEPUM CHOBA MOBEPHYJCA K JIeKalled Ha KpoBaTu AeBylike. OH Xopouio
oco3HaBaj, 4ro lenmara ckazama mpaBly — 3Ta J€Ba IPUHAIICKUT
OTHEHHOMY uMIiepatopy u Parnap npuzert 3a veil. Hu onun npakon, 6yas oH
OTHEHHBIM, BO3AYIIHBIM WUJIM 3€MHBIM HE MOTEPHUT YTEPU TOTO, UTO CUUTAET
cBOMM. BTopo# mpuHI] 04eHbh XOPOIIO 3TO MOHUMaJ. TOJIBKO CaMOyOUMIIbI
IBITAJIUCH OTOOPATH YTO-TO Y IPAKOHOB.

[Torumas 310, BTOPOU MPHUHIL IJIAHUPOBAJ OTAATh JEBYLIKY OTHEHHOMY
UMIIEPATOpy, OCTAIOCH TOJBKO CliejaTh TakK, YTOObI 3TO MPUHECTO JIMYHO
€MY BBITOLY.



— S eme BaM HyXEH, Ball€ BBICOYECTBO? — CIPOCHI JIEKaphb,
BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO IIOCMOTPEB Ha HETO.

— Her, — nmpuHIl OTpUIIATEIbHO KAYHYJ TOJIOBOU. — Thl MOXELIb UATH.
Cnacu60, Bepanor.

— OT10 MOs paboTa, — OTMaxHyJICAd My>KUYMHA, CHOBA NIONPAaBUB OYKU Ha
HOocy. Becb ero Bua ToBOpMiI O HEKOHM HepemuTenabHOCTH. Kaszamocs,
Bepanort xouyer 4yTo-TO CKa3ark.

— I'oBopu, — pazpeimnii eMy BTOPOH IIPUHII.

— Bame BbIcOo4YecTBO, — Hayas JeKkapb, — s cuuTaro, uyro l'enara mpasa.
OTa JKEeHIIMHA, OHA. ..

IIpuHI[ XJIOMHY 3aKPBITEIM BEEPOM I10 CBOEH JIafoHU. [louemy Bce atn
JIOAW Tak JOOST J1€3Th, Kyaa UX He mpocsAT? OH MOHMMAaJ, YTO BCE OHH,
CIIyXal1ue eMy C CaMOro JIETCTBa, MPOCTO OECHOKOATCS O HEM, HO MPU 3TOM
MPUHI] HE MOT MO3BOJIUTh UM BECTH CE€0s CTOJIb HEOYTUTEIBHO.

— 4 3nato, Bepanotr. Tebe He cTOMT Tak BOJHOBATHCS. MBI MPOCTO
OTIAJUM 3Ty JI€BY OTHEHHOMY UMIIEPATODY.

Jlekapp KUBHYJ, CTapasCh HE IOKa3blBaTb CBOMX COMHEHUU. [Io ero
MHEHHUI0, 3T0 OblIa mmoxass uaes. OrHEeHHbIM MMIEpaTop MOJOA, a BCe
MOJIOBIE JPAKOHBl HM3BECTHbI CBOUM HETEPIIEHUEM, BCIBUIBYMBOCTBIO U
arpeccueil. Bepamor ObUT MONMHOCTBIO yBepeH, yTo ParHap He craHer
pa30uparbcsi, KTO BUHOBAT, a KTO HET.

— ThI MOXKENIb UATH, — OTIIYCTHII €10 BTOPOU ITPHHII.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B ABEpH TOPOIIMBO NocTy4danu. Cyis 1o 3ByKy, TOT, KTO
HAXOJIUJICS B KOPUAOPE, ObLT YeM-TO B3BOJHOBAH M OYEHb CIICIIIHII.

Jlekapp mogomen K IBEpPU U OTKPBLI €€.

— Bame BbIcOYECTBO, — MY)KYMHA, CTOSIIMA B KOPUAOpPE, OOOIIEN
JIeKaps U BJIETEII B KOMHATY, TYT K€ I1aJ1asi Ha KOJICHHU.

Bepamor xmypo mnommsigen Ha BOWIEAUIETO 4YEJIOBEKA, a IIOCIIE
MOKJIOHWJICSI CBOEMY MpHUHIY W Bbimen. HecMoTps Ha To, 4TOo emy ObLIn
UHTEPECHBI HOBOCTH, OH HE IIOCMEII OCTAThCH.

— Y10 Ccllyunnock? — CIpoCUi BTOPOM MpuHL. EMy XOTenoCh BEpHYThCS
B CBOM KaOMHET, HO OH pEIIMJl CHayaja MOCIyllaTh, YTO CKaXET eMy
BECTHHUK.

— Baite BbICOYECTBO, Y’KACHBIE HOBOCTH W3 CTOJIUIIBI, — TOPOILIMBO
MPOU3HEC MYKUMHA. | [pUNOIHSB rOIOBY, OH KWHYJ HA PUHLA HEYBEPEHHBIN
MHMOJIETHBIN B3IV, — Ero MMIieparopckoe BEINYECTBO CKOHYAJICS.



Bropoit npunit 3acTeul. Ha MrHOBEHME €My Jake ITOKa3ajaoCh, 4YTO OH
OCJIBILIAJICS.

— [ToBTOpH, — MOTpPEOOBA OH.

— Ero ummneparopckoe BEIWYECTBO CKOHYAJICA COBCEM HEIABHO, —
IIOCJIYIIHO TOBTOPHUJI MY»KYMHA.

[IpyHU MOAHST Beep M NMPUKPBUI UM HUKHIOK YacTh JIMLA, HE J1aBas
HUKOMY YBHUJIETh, KaK €r0 TOHKHE T'yObl CKAJIUCh B TOHKYIO HEJOBOJIBbHYIO
HUTh. OH HUKOT/IA HE JIIOOUJI CBOET0 BEHIIEHOCHOTO OTla. Brpouem, ero He
J1000Bb OCHOBBIBAJACh Ha TOM, YTO CaM MMIIEPATOpP HUKOTJA HE TPHIaBal
3HAQUEHUSI CBOEMY BTOPOMY CbIHY, OTHOCSICh K HEMY C NpOXJAIOW U

Oe3paszmuyueM.
Bce cBoe BHMMaHue wumIiieparop oTAaBan HacienHuky. [lo sTon
npuurHe, Bopkac — crapmmii OpaT BTOpOro IMpUHLIA — BBIPOC

n30aJI0BaHHBIM, DIIYIBIM, HEAAJIEKUM 3TOUCTOM. BONBIIMHCTBO B MMIEpHUH
HE JIIOOMJIN €ro U He jKellalid, YTOObl UMEeHHO Bopkac 3aHsi1 HeOEeCHBIN TPOH.

C opHOM CTOpPOHBI, CMEpPTh HMIIEpaTOpa ObUIa BBHITOJIHA BTOPOMY
IPUHIY. A C APYyrOM CTOPOHBI, 3TO MPOU30LUIO CIMIIKOM paHo. OH He ycIen
JI0 KOHIIA yTBEPAWTH CBOIO BJIACTh M NEPETSIHYTh HA CBOK CTOPOHY BECH
nBop. VIMEHHO 3TO BBI3BIBAJIO Yy BTOPOrO IpPHHLA HEAOBOJBCTBO. Emy
TpeOOBaJIOCH €llIe Mapa JieT.

— [Manpie, — mpou3sHec OH, omyckas Beep. [[puHI moHMMaII, 4TO 3TO HE
BCE HOBOCTH.

— MUHUCTPBI OTKa3aJM IMEPBOMY IMPHUHIYY B MPABE HAAETh KOPOHY.
Mexay HMMH TpOM30IIE] packosl. JIeBAThld MHUHUCTpP NOTHO, CEabpMOU
cuibHO paHeH. [lepBbiid mpuHIL Oexan U3 cToaulbl. B TaHHBI MOMEHT OH B
[[MTamuu. Boricka TepprukaHCKOW UMIIEPUM BBIABUHYIUCH U3 [[KOYy.

Bropoii npuH otoponeno monyan. OH HE 0KKJal, 4To OyZIEeT CTOJIBKO
HOBOCTEM.

— 4 ynmeren u3 Tupuca nBa nHsa Hazan. Kak cTOnpko Bcero mormio
MIPOU30UTH 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKUU MTepruoa?

— Bce mpowusonuio odeHb OBICTPO, Balle BBICOYECTBO, — XMYpPO
IIPOU3HEC MYKYMHA.

IIpuHI oTBEpHYJCS M ckajll Beep ¢ cuioil. OH He XKenall MOKa3bIBaTh
CBOE BOJIHEHUE U PA3APAKUTEIBHOCTD.

BrnoxuyB m1y0oko, oH TpUKpbUT TMa3a u 3aaymancs. CMepTh ero orua
ObUla HEOXUAAHHOCTHIO. Hackonmbko 3HaN BTOpPOM TMPUHIL, HEOECHBIH



UMIIEpaTOp HUYEM He OO0JIell, Ja U HE CTap OH ObLI. YMEp U3-3a CIIy4YalHOCTH
WM HEOCTOPOXKHOCTHU? DTO MaJOBEPOSTHO. 3HAYUT, YOUIIH.

Ccopa MUHUCTPOB Oblna OxugacMa. B KOHIlE KOHIOB, OH MOTPATHI
JOJITUE JIECSITUIETHUS ISl TOTO, YTOOBI MEPETIHYTh UX HA CBOIO CTOPOHY.
NMeHHO mo3TOMYy OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX BOCIPOTUBUIOCH KOPOHAIIMU €T0
Oparta. J[eBsITOro yroBopuTh €My Tak 1 He ynanock. OH ObLI CIMILKOM BEPEH
€ro OTIly W MO HEOOBSICHUMOW MPUYMHE HCHBITHIBA TEIUIbIE YYBCTBA K
MEPBOMY IPHUHILY.

IToGer Opara u3 CTOIWIIBI HEMHOTO HEOXHJaH. BTopoii mpuHI| Bcerma
CUMTaJl CBOEro Opara CIMIIKOM IIyNbIM W HambllleHHbIM. OH ayman, TOT
OyAeT 10 mocaenanero Outh ceds B TpyAb, CMOTPETh Ha BCEX BHICOKOMEPHBIM
B3IVISI/IOM U TPeOOBaTh MPUUUTAIOIINXCS PUBUIICTUH.

Ho on coexann...

Ckopee Bcero, 3a 3TUM KT0-TO cTouT. K Tomy ke, eciin Obl 3TO OBLIO HE
TaK, TO C 4ero Obl 3eMHOW UMIIEPUU TOJJHUMATh BOMCKA?

Bropoi1 npuHI ipuiiypuics.

Bopkac xo4eT ¢ ux mOMOIIbIO 3aXBATUTH TPOH?

BeposTHo.

BoT TONBKO BpsA JIM 3TO €ro COOCTBEHHBIM 3aMbICel. 32 HUM KTO-TO
ctouT. Ho xto?

IIpuHIy Ka3ajg0Ch, YTO OH CMOT IEPETAHYTh HAa CBOKO CTOPOHY BCEX
BIMSATEIBHBIX JIIOAEM W JApakoHOB wumnepuu. Heyxenn OH KOro-to
npomyctun? Cyas 1o Bcemy, Tak U €CTb.

Bcé o00mymaB, MNpuUHIL TOBEPHYJCS, HATAJKHUBAasCh B3MIAIOM Ha
BecTHUKA. OH 1 3a0bL1 O HEM.

— Crynai, — mpukasa oH.

— Cirymaroch, Baiie BbICOUYECTBO.

My>X4rHa HEMEIJICHHO MMOKUHYJI KOMHATY.

— 3uKap, — Mo3Baj BTOPoul npuHU. CTOWIO YETOBEKY MOSIBUTHCS, KaK OH
TYyT K€ MpHKazan: — Mbl mOKHAaeM ODHAAp U BO3BpAIlA€MCS B CTOJIMILY.
Hememiienno.

IIpukaszaB 3T0, BTOPOW MPUHL 3aXJOMHYJ BEEP U HANPABUWICS K JIBEPH.
B camoM KOHIIE OH TPUTOPMO3HII U OTVISIHYJICS HA KPOBATh.

— JIeBy MbI BO3bMEM C COOOM, — 100aBUIJI OH U BBILLIEN.

Hexoropoe Bpemst Hazan

I'poManHbIil ApakoH omycTuiica Ha 3emito. CTOWIIO €My 3TO CJHIEJaTh,
KaK CHET BOKPYT HEro TYT K€ Hadall TasTh. Yemrys siiepa Obuta HaCTOJIBKO



YEpHOH, YTO Ka3aJloch, OyATO OHA momiomaeT 0ol cBeT. CTOWIO TUTaHTy
CHEJIaTh BJOX, KaK BCE €ro TeJO CIOBHO IOTPECKAJIOCh. TpeniuHbl 3TH
COCTOSII M3 KUAKOTO OrHsA. Temmeparypa BOKpPYT JIpakOHa HEMEIJICHHO
NOJHsUIach. Bo3ayX MCKa3MiICs U 3apOKall.

Crnenyroliye 3a HUM JIFOIU U JPAKOHBI 1a)Ke HE JyMajld MPUOIMKATHCA.
OHU NpU3EMITMINCH B HEKOTOPOM OTIAJIEHUH, OXKUAs, T0KA UX TTOBEIUTEND
HE CMEHUT OOJIUK.

JlpakoH He 3acTaBWJI WX KIaTb W OOpaTUiICs 4YeloBEeKOM. BbICOkuil,
YEpHOBOJIOCHIM M Ceporia3blii My»XYKWHAa MOCMOTpEN Ha HEOOJBIIONW 3aMOK
3aTEPSHHBIN B CHETaX.

— Moit umnieparop, TyT 6apbep, — npousHec Kpuan, mogoiias ommxe.

Parnap KuHys1 Ha HEro MUMOJIETHBIN B3IVIA U IIPUKA3aIL:

— B3nomars.

OrseHHbI UMIIEpaToOp




I1aBa 7

[IpocHyBIINCh, S MEIAHXOJWYHO TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha YKpaIICHHBIN
pe3p0oit motosiok. Takoro motosika s HUKOrJa paHee He Bujena. CHOBa B
HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe?

B3noxnyB, mnepeBepHyidach HA0OK U, OOXBaTWMB pPyKaMH OESJIO,
3apbulach B Hero junoM. lloyemy-To cTamo BApYr Tak TockiuBo. Kak
nomnajia B 3TOT MUP, CO MHOW MOCTOSIHHO YTO-TO MPOUCXOAUT. KTO-TO MeHs
MOXUIIAET, KylIa-TO TSHET, YTO-TO OT MeHsi xodeT. Hamoeno. He xusHb, a
CIUTOIITHOM O€r Mo mepece4eHHON MECTHOCTH.

3aKMYpUBIINCH, TAPYy MHUHYT «CTpajana», HO BCKOPE COHJIMBOCTh
MOJIHOCThIO pa3BesylaCh, W s BBICYHYJIa HOC HapyXy, BHHMATEJIbHO
OTJIS/IbIBAsi CBO€ HOBOE MECTO MPEObIBAHUS.

Komnara Beimisifiena BnoiaHe npuiandHo. Cpasy BHIHO, YTO MIPOCHYJIACH
s HE B KpeCcThIHCKOM joMe. KomHara OblIa BBITIOJIHEHA B HEKHBIX
KPEMOBBIX U TOJIYOBIX IIBETaX ¢ J0OABICHUEM 30JI0TA.

OTkuHYB ofeso, cena, ocMaTpuBasich. KpoBaTh crosiia mocepeavHe
KOMHAaTbl OKOJIO CT€Hbl. C OJJHON CTOPOHBI HAXOJWJICSA TyaJIETHBI CTOJIMK C
OOJBIIMM 3€pKaJIOM M KpacuBOW TaOypeTkou. Psgom co cronumkom Oblia
BUJIHA JIBepb. C JApyroil CTOPOHBI OKHO, MPUKPHITOE TOIYOBIMU IITOPAMHU.
HampoTtuB MOXXHO OBLIO YBUAETh KAMHH C JIByMsI KpECJIaMHu.

He Tak mmkapHo, Kak B 3aMKE OTHEHHOT'O UMIIepaTopa, HO TOXE BIIOJIHE
XOPOIIIO.

BcraB ¢ kpomaru, s mojonuia K JBEpH U OTKphUIa e€e. bosbiioe
MOMEIICHUE OBLIO TTOYTH MYCTHIM, HO s Cpa3y MOHsUIA, JIJIsl YEr0 UMEHHO OHO
peaHa3HaYaIoch — rapaepooHas. M3 Hee MOXKHO ObUIO TOTAcTh B BaHHYHO
KOMHAThl. YMBIBIINCh, S CTSAHYJA C BEIIAJKH €IWHCTBECHHBIN HapsI |
OJeNAach.

HccnenoBaB 3T0 MecTo, MOMONLIA K JBEPH, KOTOpas HAXOIUJIACh
HeJalneKko OoT KpoBaTtu. OTKPBIB, OCTOPOKHO BbIIsIHYJA. Hukoro u Huyero
OIMACHOT0. DTO BCETO JIMILIb TOCTUHAS.

OcMoTtpenach, cpa3y 3aMeyass CTOAIIMA Ha HU3BKOM CTOJIHUKE
NOCEepEANHE 3aKPbIThI KpBIIKON mogHoc. JKHBOT TyT Ke 3aypual.
CmoTHyB, Mojouula K CTOJNy W CHsIa KpbIKy. birona okazanuchk erie
ropssuuMu. Y naxim yMonomMpayuTeabHO.



CeB B Kpecyo, ¢ HEKOTOPbIM COMHEHUEM TMOIIIsi/ieNla Ha 30J0THCTBIN
Kycouek msica. MeHsl BeJlb HE CTaHyT TpaBUTh? 3a4eM Obl UM (TOKa €llle He
3HaI0, KTO UMEHHO) 3T0 MoHa00mnock? Eciau Obl OHU XOTEIH BUJETh MEHS
MEPTBOM, TO MPOCTO YAYIIUIU ObI BO CHE, U JIeJI0 ¢ KOHIIOM. M yX TOYHO
MEHSI He cTanu Obl pa3Melarh B MOAOOHBIX amaprameHTax. KuBHYB cama
ce0st, 51 MOJXBATHIIa CTOJIOBBIE MPUOOPHI U C TOJOBOM OKYHYJIACh B MUIIEBOE
YIOBOJILCTBHE.

Crycts HEKOTOpOE BpeMmsi, KOTJa MEPBbIN To0j] ObLUT YIOBIETBOPEH, S
OTOpBaJIa B3NS OT TapeiKU M TYT K€ €7Ba HEe MoaaBuiiach. [IpukpsiB pot
PYKOM, s pacTepsHHO TOIIsAe]a Ha MYXKUMHY, CHUJISIIETO B Kpecie
HarpotuB. Korja on mpumien? Heyxenu s Obljia HACTOJBKO YBIICUCHA €I0H,
YTO COBEPIUICHHO OTKJIIOYMIACh OT PEAIbHOCTU U HE 3aMETHJIa €ro mpuxoaa?
J1a HEBO3MOXKHO!

Kaxercst, Most cTpeccoyCTOMUYUBOCTh MOBBICUAACK. S TOBOJIBHO OBICTPO
npuluia B cedd U MpUHSIACh OCMATpUBaTh nocerurelns. Bce B HeM ObLIo
KaKUM-TO HEOObIYHBIM. HaumHas OT CJIMIIIKOM CBETIIBIX, IOYTH OEJIBIX BOJIOC,
3aKaH4YMBas ToidyObIMU Tia3aMH. XOTs, Ha3BaTb MX MPOCTHIM CIOBOM —
roinyOblie, He coBceM BepHO. OHU ObUIM YE€M-TO CPEHUM MEXKY 3€JICHBIM U
roinyObiM. bupro3oBbIii?

Bosocel M 1Ber mia3 — mepBoe, uUTO A 3aMeTwia. XOTsA, 3T0 U
HEYIMBUTEIBLHO, OHM JEHCTBUTEIBbHO NpUTArMBaM B3msAnA. [locie astoro
oOpaTwia BHUMaHHS Ha BCE OCTajdbHOE. My>XUMHA BBITVISET MOJIOABIM, HO
TOYHBIN BO3PACT 5 BPSJI JIU BO3bMYCh yrajaTh. Bcé-Taku TYT €CTh IPAaKOHBI U
Maru, KTO 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO OHU MOTYT JKUTh.

He3nakomer] BHUMATEIbHO MEHSI OCMaTpUBAJ, IPU 3TOM KOHYMKHU €TI0
ry0 ObLIM clieTKa MPUIIOAHSTHI, U 3TO MPHUJIABATI0 €My J00pOXkKeIaTeIbHbIN,
MSTKUU BUI.

— J1loOpsIii Beuep, — MpOM3HEC OH, a TTOTOM COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUJIAHHO
pPacKpbUI pacluCHOM Beep M, MaXHYB MM pa3, 3axjonHyi. [louemy-to 310
JBU>KEHUE MPUBIIEKJIO BCE MO€ BHUMAHHE.

HaxMypuBiiuch, MOprHyJia U KUBHYIIA.

— JloOpwIii, — oTBeTHIIa, omIyIias cebs HEeMHOTO HEJIOBKO. MyKunHa
ObLT CIUIIKOM KpacuBbIM. PsjoM ¢ HUM s omrymaia cedss HEMHOTo
HEB3paYHON W HEYKJIOXKEW, KaK Kakas-TO JEPEBCHIIMHA PAIOM C
BBICOKOPOJIHBIM JIOPJIOM.

CrpaHHO, TOYEMY-TO PSJAOM C OTHEHHBIM HMMIIEPATOPOM S HUYETO
MoI00HOr0 HE YyBCTBOBaJIa. TOT TOXE JIbSIBOJILCKM KPAacHB, HO €ro Kpacora



WHasl, HE 1aBAIlas, a MPUBJICKAOIIAs.

— Moe ummsa Awup Asmmap Cexenuc, BTOpPOW NPHUHL AMPIaHCKOU
UMIIEPUH.

S 3amepiia, TBITasCb OCMBICIUTh CKa3aHHOe. Tak, AwupraHckas
uMmriepus 310 y Hac?.. HeOGecnas ummnepus, Bpozae, aa? Kaxkercs, Tak.
[IpuctaBka K HMMEHHM O3HA4YaeT, 4YTO CHUASAIIMK IEPEeAO0 MHOU YEJIOBEK
OTHOCHUTCS K pace IpakoHOB. Brpouem, TyT naxe aymarh HE cTOUT. OH cam
CKa3aJl, 4TO SIBJISICTCS BTOPHIM MPUHIIEM. A TPaBsT B 3TOM MHUPE UMEHHO
JIpakoHbl. JTO emy «3BoHuJa» lemara? W rme ona, kcratu? Xots, 3Ta
YKEHILUHA MEHS MaJIO BOJIHYET.

— O4eHb NPUSTHO MO3HAKOMUTHLCSA, Ballleé BHICOYECTBO, — IPOU3HECIA 4,
HaTIHYTO  yAeIOHyBmMCh. HaBepHoe, Hamo BCTaTh W Kak-TO
MTONPUBETCTBOBATh, BOT TOJILKO S HE 3HAK0, YTO MMEHHO HYXHO JE€JaTb. A
3HAUUT, yibibaemca u MaiieM. — Moe uMs BepoHuka, HO MOXXHO 3BaTh
npocto Huka. He noackaxere, rae s ceiyac?

— B Tupuce, — orBeTun Asnmap.

Otnuyno, B Tupuce, 3HauuT. 3HATh OBI €I11€, YTO ATO TAKOE.

— A Tupuc y Hac?.. — Ipou3Heciaa, BONPOCUTENBHO IS Ha JpakoHa
nepes; coooit. IHTepecHo, Kakoro oH I1BeTa, KOTJa MPUHUMAET CBOIO BTOPYIO
dbopmy? A orHeHHbIi umneparop? Y moueMy s paHbliie He UHTEPECOBaIACh?

Punecap GioHauH ¢ roayObIMU TJ1a3aMH U IIBET €0 JIpakoHber (HOpMbI
TOXKe TOIy00i. MokeT ObITh, BCE 3aBUCHUT OT I[BeTa ma3? DTOT, HAIPUMED,
OyneT OMPrO30BBIM, & OTHEHHBIM UMIIEPATOP TEMHO-CEPHIM.

— Cronuua Aupaanuu, — yCIIyKJIMBO OTBETHII MPUHII.

— O, — g KUMBHYJIa, HAXOACh B HEOONBINIONW MpocTpanuu. Sl B CTONUIIE
HeOecHo mmnepuun? — Cnacubo, — nmobnarogapuia s 3a uH(popMmaiuio, a
MOTOM 3ajiajia )KUBOTpenenryuii Borpoc: — M 4to co MHOM OyaeT aanbiie?

— Bpena Tebe HUKTO NMPUYUHATH HE COOMpaAETCs, — OTBETWI Admap, HO
s €My HE€ CJIIMIIKOM MOBEPUIIA.

— A Kak e MpPHUKa3 0 MOEU CMEpPTU? — MOUHTEPECOBAIACH, 3aM034aJI0
MOAYMAaB, YTO, BO3MOKHO, TPOM3HOCUTH BCIYX 3TOr0 HE CTOWIO. Maino ju,
BJIPYT BTOPOU MPHUHI] HE B KypCe, UTO TaM MPUKA3aJl €ro OTell.

— OH OTMEHEH. DTOT MPUKA3 UCXOAWI OT MOETo OTIla, HO OH YMEp, TaK
YTO TIPUKa3 OOJIbIIE HE IEHUCTBUTEIICH.

VYenpimaB o0 cMepTd HEOECHOTO HMIeparopa, s OUIyTHJIA JIETKOE
obneruenue. HaBepHoe, 3TO HE COBCEM MPABWIHHO, BCE-TAKH YEJIIOBEK yMED.
He coBceM uenoBek, Hy, 1a JIAAHO.



— Mowu coOone3HoBaHuUs, — CKa3aja s, MOCTapaBIINCh COCTPOUTH HA
aule ckopOHOe BbIpakeHue. KaxeTcs, moiny4yunoch Tak ceoe.

BTopoil npuHI] TOHKO YABIOHYJICS W XJIOMHYJ BEEPOM, 3aCTaBIsIsI MEHS
HEBOJILHO B3JIPOTHYTh.

— He cTout, — oTmMaxHyscst OH. — Mbl ¢ HUM HUKOT/Ia HE JIaJIUJIH.

Sl kuBHy”na, a MOTOM HACTOPOXKWiach. Yero 310 OH CO MHOM TaKOU
oTKpeIThIN? [logo3purenbHo. HO BO3MOKHOCTBIO HYKHO BOCIIOIb30BaThCA,
4TOOBI Y3HATh O MPOUCXOJIAIIEM KaK MOXHO OOJIbIIIE.

— A k1o Takoil Punecap? — 3agana s Bonpoc, peuimB, YTO BTOPOW MPHHII
TOYHO JOJDKEH 3HaTh. B koHIIE KOHIIOB, I'eara Beab, HACKOJIBKO S ITOHSJIA,
Ha HEro paboTaer.

— Moii Opar, — orBeTmn Asnmap. S cierka omemia OT MOJ00HOTO
MOBOPOTa COOBITHH.

— bpart?

— Pupnecap — tpetuil npuHL, HE3aKOHHOPOXKICHHBIN.

— [MomoxauTe, MOJOXKINUTE, — IPUTOPMO3HIIA SI, TIBITASICH YIOXKUTH ATY
uHdopmanuio y ceds B rojose. — [IpuHil, poxxaeHHbii BHe Opaka? S nymana,
y Bac TYT HE XBaTaeT *KEHIIUH C JIPAKOHbEU KPOBBIO.

— Bce nMeHHO Tak, — XMbIKHYJ Asnmap. CkaszaB 3TO, OH 3agyMalics,
OoCMaTpuBasi MEHS CTPAHHBIM OIICHUBAIOIIMM B3IJIAJIOM. — Y MOEro OTIa
ObL7Ia TOJIBKO OfHa odulnaibHas >keHa. Ho 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OH HE MOT
MEePEHECTH JIJIsi ce0sl TTOHPABUBIIMXCS JEBYIIECK, YTOOBI ClI€JIaTh UX CBOUMU
HanoxHuamMu. OgHa U3 HUX poauia Punaecapa.

— Ouyensb ynoOHO, — XMypo Opocuia s.

To, uro cka3ainm AsaMap, MHE COBCEM HE MTOHPABUIIOCH. [10 HECKOIBKUM
npuurHaM. Bo-mepBbiX, MHE OBLIO MO-YEJIOBEYECKHU >Kallb IOMAaBIIMX
neBYOHOK. JKuBeuib cede, HUKOr0 He TpOoraellb, a MOTOM TeOs MEPEHOCAT
HEMOHSATHO KyJa W JEJIaloT MPOCTO JIFOOOBHUIEH. A BO-BTOPBIX, HE 3HAIO,
KTO KaK, HO JIMYHO 5 HE cOOMparoch TepreTb OPUIMAIBHBIX JHOOOBHUIL
CBOETO MYXKa.

N3-3a mociienHerd MBICIM HACTPOEHUE COBCeM ymajo. HHrepecHo,
OTHEHHBIA UMIIEPATOP TOXKE TyMAeT, UTO MOA00HOE MOBEJACHUE HOPMATILHO?
beuto Obl mewanbHO, ecnu Tak. Heyxenun mMHe, B caMOM Jene, HpUIETCs
JETUTh CBOEr0 MYKYMHY C kKeM-To eme? Kak... oTBpaTuTesnbHo.

S ne cornacHa. HyxHo Oynetr ob6cyauTh moToM 3TOT MOMEHT. Cyzs 1o
BCEMY, IPAKOHBI HE OTIYCTAT MEHSI.



— Ho ecnu OH TpeTuil mpuHI, yCTh U HE3AKOHHOPOKIACHHBIM, TOI/IA,
YTO OH J€Jajl B 3aMKE€ OTHEHHOI0 MMIieparopa? — crnpocuiia . — Tonbko He
TOBOPUTE, YTO JaXXe MPUHIIAM NPUXOIUTCS padoTaTh, Ja €Il€ U Ha TaKOU
ornacHou padore?

— Orer 10O €70 €I1le MEHbIIIe, YeM MEHs, — AdJIMap CTYKHYJI BEepOM
10 JIaJIOHH, €/1Ba 3aMETHO I0KaB MPU ATOM IIJICHaAMHU.

— [Touemy? — He yHHMANACh S, BITASICh BHIICHUTH KaK MOYKHO OOJIBIIIE.

— OH 110011 €ro MaTh, HO OHA yMepJia P pojaax.

S Huyero He ckazala, MPOCTO KUBHYJIA, AaBasli MOHITh, YTO YCIIbIIIAJIA.
Yro-To y HUX TyT B HeOecHOW wummepuu Bce 3amyTaHo. [lomywaercs,
MPOILIBIN uMIIepaTop ObUT TeMm eme kooenem. OT opUIMAIBHOW JKEHBI Y
HEr0 pOAWJIOCH JBOE, KAK MUHUMYM, AeTer. Ho moTom eMy Hackyuuiia »KeHa,
¥ OH MpUTANIUI cede ¢ APYyroro Mupa JHOOOBHUILY, B KOTOPYIO BIIOOMIICS.
Orta moOOBHUIIA pPOAWIIA €My €Ile€ OJHOIO0 Mallbihka, HO TpU poJax
CKOHYAJIaCh, U UMIIEpaTOp OOBUHUI B €€ cMepTu pedeHka. Cyns o BCemy,
yOUTH €r0 OH HE PEUIUJICS, HO MAaKCUMYM YCIIOKHUIT KU3Hb.

Hywmato, nocine takoro y Punecapa He ocTaoch JI0OBU K CBOEMY OTILY.
BrionHe BO3MOXHO, YTO OH Ja)k€ HE 3Hal... HeT, Her, modyeMy-TO MHE
Kaxxercs, uro Pumecap 060 Bcem 3Han. U, Buaumo, HEHaBHUIEN OTIA.
NMeHHO TOATOMY OH MpH NEPBOM KE BO3MOXKHOCTH IMpefajl €ro, He
BBHITIOJIHUB TIPUKa3 U cOEKaB cO MHOM B yiamaXx. MoxeT ObITh, OH XOTE 3TUM
KaK-TO HACOJNHTH OTIly? OUeHb MOXET OBITh.

Bor tonpko emy He moBe3no. BTopod mHpuHI ClIEAUI 32 HUM 4Yepe3
['enary. U sTa *eHIMHA yMBIKHYJIA MEHA. XOTs, ClIejiajia OHA 3TO IO MOEMY
COMIACHIO U JaXXe 10 MOEM Mpockoe.

Hrak, Bce Oonee win MeHee MOHATHO. OCTaloCh BBISICHUTD, YTO KJIET
MEHS camy. 3a4€M-TO BEAb BTOPOM MPHUHI] NpUKa3au [ enare JOCTaBUTh MEHS
K HEMY.

— W Bce-Taku, 4TO CO MHOM OyneT aasblie?

— 51 He Mory Te0e TOUYHO CKa3aTh.

— [Touemy? — HACTOPOKUIIACH 1.

— B HebOecHol uMIlepuM B JaHHBIM MOMEHT HE CaMble CIIOKOMHBIC
BpeMeHa. JIrou mokenanu BUJETh Ha TPOHE MEHS, HO MOU CTapIIuii Opar He
COIVIACEH C 3THUM.

S BBIIOXHYJA ¥ TOTEPJIAa 3aJIOMUBIIHNE BUCKHU.

— byner BoitHa?



— OueHb CKOpPO, — KHUBHYJN BTOpod mpuHL. — Moil Opar ceifuac
HampapisieTcs K croiuue. Ecnu Bbiurparo s, To oTgaM TeO0si OTHEHHOMY
uMmIieparopy. Becé-taku Thl puHauiexuinb emy. Eciu modbeaut Mol Opart, To
TBOIO Cy/IbOYy Oy/IeT peniaTh OH.

A cootnyna. [punannexy orHeHHoMmy umrmeparopy? Kak sto tak? C
yero 310 BooOe? Ilouemy MHe HUKTO He ckazan? Her, monoxaute, st HE O
ToMm aymato. [loueMy s oikHA KAaTh KOHIIA BOWHBI?

— A Henb3st MeHs MPOCTO OTIYCTUTH? S MHOTO C co00# HE BO3bMY. MHe
XBaTUT KOPOUKH Xjieba ¥ HEMHOTO BOJIbI, — IPOU3HECTA, C HAJACKION TSI
Ha BTOPOTO MPHUHIIA.

KaxeTtcs, mou cnoBa ero yauBuwin. [TIsiHyB Ha MEHSI UyTh HACMEIILIUBO,
OH Ka4HYJI T'OJIOBOM.

— s Toro 4ToOBl MEPEHECTH YelIOBEKa M3 JIPYyroro MUpa TPATUTCS
OYEHb MHOTO 3Heprud. HUKTO He cTaHeT MpOCTO TakK BBIKMIBIBATH 3TO 32
OopT. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €CJIM OTHEHHBIA UMIIEPATOP OTKAXKETCSI OT TeOs, UTO
MaJIOBEPOATHO, 51 CaM BO3bMY T€OSI B )KCHBI.

S HEBOJNBHO BXalach B CIMHKY Kpecia, DisiAs Ha Ajsimapa 4yTh
HaCTOPOKEHHO.

— Jlromu Benp JOOST JIparolieHHbIE KaMHU, HE TaK JU? — COPOCHI OH
CILyCTsl HEKOTOpO€ BpeMs. S MeIsIeHHO KUBHYIA, O€3MOJIBHO OTBEYAsl Ha €T0
BOIpOC. — Sl HE BUJIEN B CBOEH KU3HU HU OJJHOTO YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBI TPOCTO
TaK OTKa3ajicsa Obl OT JParolleHHOCTU. YEeCTHO TOBOpS, — JHIIO0 BTOPOIO
MpPUHIIA PE3KO HU3MEHWIOCh, CTaB KAKUM-TO XHUIIHBIM M ONAcHbIM. Bces
MATKOCTh MOMEHTAJIbHO CJIeTeNa. 3payKy CHadajla PaclIupHIIMCh, & TTOTOM
BBITSHYJIMCh B WIEJIb, CJIETKA MYJIbCUPYS IMPU ATOM, — s HE XOuy TeOs
OT/1aBaTh.

BHe3anHble W3MEHEHMA TIOYTH MTHOBEHHO ucuesnd. lIpuuem
MPOU30IILIO ITO HACTOIBKO OBICTPO, UTO 5 HEBOJBHO IMOAyMaja, OyATO MHE
MOKa3aJ0Ch. A3JIMap CHOBA BBIMVISIEN MATKUM U JIPYKETIOOHBIM.

— BOT TOJIBKO BOWIHBI C OTHEHHOW MMIIEPUEH 51 HE XOUY, — €/1Ba 3aMETHO
MOMOPIIUBIIKCH, CKa3all oH. — [loaToMmy MHe npuaercs oraars Tebs. JKamib.
MHue HpaBsaTcs TBoM Mia3a. OHU MMOX0XKU HA HEDO.

A He3zameTHO BbIIOXHYNA. He 3Hawo, moyemy, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT $
omryTuia obnerdenue. Eciu yxx BRIOUpaTh MEXy OTHEHHBIM UMIIEPaTOPOM
U BTOPHIM TIPUHIIEM HEOSCHOW WMIIEpUMU, TO SI OJHO3HAYHO BHIOEPY
uMIiepaTopa. Asnmap KakeTcsi MHE CIUIIKOM. . .

Bce cnumkom. S wyBCTBY1O ce0st psOM ¢ HUM HEYIOTHO.



— DM, cnacu0o, — mobJyarogapusia s 3a KOMIUIUMEHT.

Bckope Bropoi mpuHI nmompomanics u ymen. Korma aBeps 3a HUM
3aKpbUIACH, 5, HAKOHEL, pacciabuiiach.

OTKMHYBIINCH HA COMHKY Kpe€cia, 3aKpblia I1a3a u 3aaymainach. Urak,
yto paibiie? B HeOecHOM MMIEpMHU CKOpPO pa3pa3uTcs BoiHA. MHe He
BBITO/IHO, YTOOBI T0Oe 1M nepBhIi npuHil. KTo ero 3HaeT, 4Tto y Toro Ha yme.
[To kpaliHEN MEpPE, MBICIIA BTOPOTO IIPUHIA S TENEPh 3HALO.

B xoHeduHOM wuTOrE, S MPUAY K TOMY, C YETO BCE HAYMHAIOCH. TO €CTb,
CTaHy >KEHOW OrHEHHOTO uMIiepaTopa. B camoM Havase ogHa MbICIIb 00 3TOM
MPUBOJMIA MEHS B YHBIHUE, HO MOCJIE HEKOTOPOTrO BPEMEHH, 5, KAXKETCH,
cMupuiiach ¢ 3TuM. U ceituac, nymas 00 3TOM, HE YYyBCTBYH) IOJIHOTO
OTTOPKEHUS.

OTKpbIB I1a3a, BcTajla U MPUHSJIACh OpoauTh 1o koMHaram. [lomonas k
OKHY B CHaJbHE, pa3BUHYJA IITOPHI U BHIVISIHYJA B OKHO. M3-3a BeuepHero
CyMpakKa s He CMOIJIa TOJIKOM HAYETO PA3ITISAIETh.

A ecimu cOexars? Bor B34Th M mpocTto yOexaTb OT BCEX 3THUX
npakoHOB? Uto g Tam Haruiena [emare? [lomorars TpaBHUIIE UM OTKPBITH
Oynounyro? Xopolas ujes, J1a BOT TOJIbKO HEe CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, YTO B 3TOM
MHUpE €CTh Takasi, HECOMHEHHO, TOJIe3Has IITykKa Kak marus. [loMHuTCH,
MOCJIEe KaXKJI0r0 CYIIECTBA B IPOCTPAHCTBE OCTAETCS CIIE]l, IO KOTOPOMY €ro
JIETKO MOXKHO Haitu. He nmymar, 4To y MeHs €cCTh IIaHC OeccCeaHo
3aTepsIThCA B IPOCTPAHCTBE ATOTO MUPA.

[Tonpocute koro-uuOyaer o momormiu? Koro? Btoporo mpunma? He
cmemHo. OH, cKopee, OCTaBUT MEHS ISl CBOMX HUIp. A OOJbIIE€ HUKOIO
PAIOM CO MHOU U HET.

ITogoxaure. Ecin MOXKHO OTBICKATh KOrO-TO MO CIIEAYy, HE 3HAYUT JIU
3TO, YTO OTHEHHBIA UMIIEPATOP 3HAET, I1e 5 cerdac? A, HeT, HeT, Punecap
BpOJIE KaK YMEET CTUPATh cliell. Bpsi iu Obl OH MpHBEI MOCTOPOHHUX B CBOE
YKUJIUILE TaK HEOOyMaHHO.

OTBepHYBIIMCh OT OKHA, sI cella Ha TalypeTKy Iepel 3epKajioM.
OTtpicKkaB TpeOeHb, paclmyCcTUsia BOJOCHI W TNPHUHSIIACH MEIJEHHO HUX
pacuecbiBaTh. OpaHKEBbIM CBET CBEYEH 3aurpajl Ha MOMUX MPAIAX,
OKpalllMBasi UX B PbIKEBATHIN 1IBET.

JlagHo, 51 Benpb eIlle paHbllie PEernia, YTo ObITh )KEHOW uMIlepaTopa He
TaK yX U IJI0XO.

NutepecHo, kak oH Tam? UTo omry T, Korja g nponana? Mckan i win
IPOCTO MpPHUKa3ajJl CBOMM JIKOASAM OTbICKaTh MeHs? CepAauTcs JU OH Ha



Punecapa? A MoOXeT, OH JaBHO BBIOPOCWJI MEHS U3 TOJOBBI H
COCPEIOTOYMIICSI Ha TOM, 4YTOOBI MOYMHUTH B30pBaHHbIN Kpyr? [loduemy-To
OT IOCIIEAHEN MBICIIM Y MEHSI HICTIOPTUIIOCH HACTPOEHUE.

[TomxaB TyOBI, sI CHsJIa BOJIOCHI € TPEOHSI M COXKIVIA UX HAJ IUIaMEHEM
cBeud. [lomHI0, 6abyns Bcerga roBOpuiia, 4TO BOJIOCHI HEJB3sl MPOCTO Tak
BbIOpachiBaTh, BEJb C HMX IOMOLIBIO MOXKHO HAHECTHU BpEHI YEJIOBEKY.
KomHara cpa3sy HaroJaHWIaCh HENPUATHBIM NAJEHBIM 3aIIaXOM.

ITomopmBIIMCh, 3amuiesia KOCYy M IpUHsUIach pasaeBarbcs. Huuero
CTpPAILHOI0, YTO MPOCHYJIACh HENAABHO. 3-3a yCTan0CTH MOCIEIHUX THEH, S
JI0 CHX TIOp OIIyIIaJia JEerKyto cabocTh. 3a0paBIIMCh B KPOBATh, HAKPHLIACH
OJIESJIOM M, HEMHOT'O MIOBO3UBILIKUCH, YCHYJIA.

Tak moTsHYAUCH MOM OIHOOOpa3HbIE AHU. AdIIMap HE BBIMYCKal MEHS
U3 KOMHAT, SIBHO 4€ro-to omacasicb. CaM OH BpeMsl OT BPEMEHH IPUXOAUI,
MOYEMY-TO Yallle BCEro Bo BpeMs o0ena. Yepes kKakoe-TO BpeMsi MHE CTajo
Ka3aTbCsl, YTO EMY HPABUTCS CMOTPETH, KAK 5 €M. ITO AUKO CMYLIAJO.

Pa3BnedeHuil TyT HUKaKUX HE ObLJIO, KPOME MHOXKECTBA KHUT. AlimMap ¢
TOTOBHOCTBIO TMPENOCTABIS MX. TaK 4TO MHE TOJBKO M OCTaBAJIOCH, YTO
yuTaTh. Brpodem, s He ObLIa MpOTUB MoJ00HOTO. Beé-Taku s 10 cux mop
MaJio 3Hajia 00 ITOM MUpE.

B tot nenp s BcTana paHo. CKoJbKO OBl 51 HE UMTalla, MHE HE XBaTajlo
bu3nuecKux Harpys3ok, MO3TOMY OpraHu3M TOJIKOM He yctaBai. Ilpusens
ceds B MOPSAOK, S HallpaBUiach B TOCTUHYIO. TaM, Kak OOBIYHO YXKe CTOSUI
MOJTHOC, HAKPBITHIN KpbIiKoW. Hu pasy He Buzena, 4ToObl €ro 3aHOCHIIH.

[To3aBTpakaB, MOPa3MBIILIATIA HECKOIBKO MUHYT HaJ TEM, YTO UMEHHO
1 Oynmy cerogHss uutarb. Korma s ompenenuiach, ABEPh B KOMHAry
pacnaxnynack. Ha mopore crosin Asmmap. W BeIIAgEN OH NpPHU 3TOM
HEMHOro uHade. Yamie BCero OH OAEBAJICS B JIETKUE OACKIbl, JIJIWHHBIC,
JETSIINE, CBETIIBIX OTTEHKOB. A BOT CEroJHs OH ObLI OJIET B OPOHIO.

A TyT ke BCTala, OUyIasl HaKaThIBAIOIIEE BOJIHEHUE.

— Wnem, — npousHec Asnmap.

— YT0-TO CIAYYUIOCH? — CIPOCHIIA, OBICTPBIM IIArOM MOAXOAS K HEMY.

— Crnenyit 3a MHOW, — OpOCHJI OH U, Pa3BEPHYBIIWCH, BBIIIET U3
KOMHarbl. Sl HaxMypwiach, HO BCE-TAKM MOILLIA 3a HUM. 3a MpeaeiaaMu
KOMHAThl OOHAPYKUJIUCH C IECIATOK cTpaxeil. CTOMIO HAM MOKa3aThCs, Kak
OHU TYT € OKPYKWJIM HAacC, CIOBHO 3alvINas OT KaKOW-TO HEBUIUMOM
ormacHocTd. — Mol OpaT B HECKOJIBKMX 4acax oT Tupuca, — BCe-Takd
MOSICHUI AdMap.



Cepaue B MO IpyiH MCIIyTaHHO €KHYJO. S OmryTwia, Kak IO CIIMHE
IIPOKATUIICS XOJION, a JIAJIOHA MTHOBEHHO BCIIOTEIN OT BOJTHEHUS.

— Ho xyna BBl MeHs Benere? — pemwIa yTOYHUTH I 3TOT HE COBCEM
NOHATHBIA MHE MOMEHT.

— Tebe Henb3st ocraBarbcst B OaliHe, — IPOU3HEC BTOPOW MPHHII,
BbIIIaruBas psaoM. — Eciau KTo-TO mpopBercst uepe3 Oapbep, TO OalrHu
MOTYT OBITh pa3pyIlICHBbI.

BcnioMHMB pa3Mepbl ApakoHOB, s MOHsJIA ONAceHWs npuHIa. Takue
TUTaHTBI OTHUM CBOMM BECOM MOT'YT CHECTH IOJIOBUHY 3aMKa.

— Ho Torga xyna?

— MBI 1aBHO 3BaKyupOBaIy KEHIIWH, J€T€U U CTAPUKOB. 3aMOK CTOUT
Ha rope. B ee myOnHe MMEIOTCS crielMalibHbIE OMELIEHHUSI, CO3JaHHbIE KaK
pa3 1Sl TAKKX CITy4aeB.

— A nouemy Henb3sd ObUIO BBIOpaTb MHOE MECTO ISl CPaXKeHUs? —
CIpoCWIa 3aMHTEepecOBaHHO. CTpPaHHO, YTO BTOPOM NPUHL AOTSHYI [0
IIOCJIEHETO, KOIZla Bpar yXe MOJOLIEN K cTeHaMm ctoiuusl. He mydme mam
ObLJI0 BBIOpaTh Kakoe-HUOYIb OOIIMPHOE o€ U cpasuThesa Tam. U
IBAKyUpPOBaTh HUKOTO HE MPUILLIIOCH OBbI.

— JII 3TOTO CyIIECTBYIOT IPUYMHBI, — YKIIOHYMBO OTBETHII IPUHLI.

Bunumo, B cronuiie ecTb KakMe-TO CEKPETHhIE BOCHHBIE OOBEKTHI, O
KOTOPBIX 3HATh MHE HEJIb34.

Iloka MBI UM, S MEIBKOM ONISABIBAJIIACH IO CTOPOHAM. 3aMOK
HEOECHOI0 MpaBUTENS BBIVIAAEH JIETKMM M BO3AYIIHBIM. TyT OBLJIO MHOTO
pacTeHU, aXXypHbIX YyKpaUIeHWH, JepeBa U KaKOro-To cepeOpucToro,
TOHKOTO MeTaia. Bo3MoxHo, cepedpo, HO OHO KaKoe-TO CBETIIOE.

[l MBI HE MEHBIIE noay4Yaca. Sl K TOMy MOMEHTY Hadaja yCTaBaTh OT
ObICTpOro Temma. Asnmapa Inapy pa3 3auHTEPECOBAaHHO KOCHJICS B MO0
cTopoHy. I[Ipy 3TOM BUJ y HEro ObLI TaKOM, CJIOBHO OH YTO-TO BBIKHIAJL.

— TblI HE ycTana? — cupoCuI OH.

— M? Eciu TOnbKO HEMHOTO, — PU3HAJIACH 1.

— Y Te0st oueHb BBIHOCIMBOE TE€JIO, — Mpou3Hec BTopoul mpuHU. [lpu
3TOM B €ro ToJIOCE CHBIIAJIOCHh TO JIM BOCXHIIEHHUE, TO JIM KAaKOE-TO
MOTAEHHOE YIOBJIETBOPEHUE. S MbITAagack MOHATh, HO, K COXKAJIEHUIO, TaK U
HE pa3o0pasia TOTKOM.

— Hudero ocobeHHoro, — ckasasa, moxan IiedyaMu.



AsdnMap KHBHYJI M O 4e€M-TO 3aayMaiics. Sl He crama ero Tporarsb,
MIPOJIOJKUB OCMaTPUBATHCS.

[IpuBenu MeHS B KaMEHHYHO KOMHATy. PazMep mpumepHO 4eThIpe Ha
nsaTh. OCTaBiIeHO MOMEIEHHE BIIOJNIHE Oorato. bosbinas KpoBarh, CTOJNMK,
mapa Kpecell, Ha MOy MNYIHCThII KOBEp, CTEHBbI YKpAIIEHbl TOJICTOU
MoXoXkel Ha Oapxar TKaHbiO. BOT TOJNIBKO OKHA, YTO JIOTMYHO, HET. A elie
CMyIIlaJia KeJe3Has Jake Ha BUJ TsDKeas JBEpPh C HEOOJBIIUM OKOIIIKOM
CBEPXY.

— Iloxoxe Ha Kamepy, — IPOU3HECHA s, BHUMATEIbHO MOCMOTPEB HA
BTOPOTO MPUHIIA.

— DTa KOMHara co3/iaHa JJisl YIEHOB UMIIEPATOPCKONM CeMbHU, — AdIMap
TOHKO YnbIOHYJCsA. — Eciam 4yTo-TOo moHampoOutcs, ctyuu B aBepb. Crpaxa
MPENOCTABUT BCE, YTO B UX CHJIAX, — JOOABUII OH.

Sl kuBHyna, MpoxXoAs IIyOXXe B KOMHATy M OCTAHABIMBASICh OKOJO
kpecna. [locne 3Toro BTOpoi NpHHI BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATBI U 3aKPbUT JBEPb.
3BYK 3aKpbIBAEMOTO 3aMKa MPO3BYyYAJ CIHIIKOM TIPOMKO. S HEBOJBHO
B3/IPOTHYJA, MOKaB IyObl. EciM 4TO-TO CIyduTCsl CHapy>kKu, TO 000 MHE
MOTYT Y 3a0bITh. BBIOpaThCst 0TCIOIa CAMOCTOATENBHO 51 TOUHO HE CMOTY.

OurytTuB  XOJIOOK, MpPOOEKABIIMKMCS  BJIOJb I[O3BOHOYHUKA, S
BBIJIOXHYJIA U C€Jla B KPECIIO, TPUTOTOBUBIIUCH JK/1ATh.

Bpems Ttexno memneHHo. TummHa cBoawiia ¢ yma, 3aCTaBiisisi MEHS
IIPUCIYIIMBATECS K MaJedIIMM 3ByKaM. Bckope s MOHsna, 4TO € TOW
CTOPOHBI MEHSI OXPaHAIOT cTpaxku. Henopaneky ciblaauch NPUIITyIIEHHbBIE
rojioca Jroaen. Kaxercs, s cibliiana IeTCKUM 11ad, HO HE yBepeHa. BnionHe
MOXET OBITh, UTO ATO TOJIBKO MO€ BOOOpaKEHHUE.

Cnare CcOBEpHIEHHO HE XOTenoch. lIpocuueB HekoTopoe BpeMs, s
BCTAJIa M Havajia OpOAMTH MO KOMHATE, 3ariisiiblBasi BO BC€ yIibl. Takum
crocoOOM s Hazesulach YCIOKOMTh HEpBbl. Bckope s oThickana yOOpHYIO,
CKpBITYIO TKaHbl0. [TopanoBanace. CoBcem 00 3ToM 3abbl1a. Kpome Toro Ha
cTojie Hauuuch KHUry. [IbITanace unrars, HO Bce Oecrnosie3no. Hu ciosa He
MOIJIa MTOHATh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CAAJach U JIETIIA, MBITASICh YCHYTh.

MHe Ka3ajioch, YTO 51 HE YCHY, HO K MOEMY YAUBJICHHIO, s HEOXKUIAHHO
poBajiniach B COH. Pa30ynui MeHs JisI3r 3aMKa.

B3npornys, pe3ko cena Ha kpoBaTH. J[Bepb OTKpbUIACh, U B IOMEIIECHUE
Boumien Kpuan. Sl HenmoHuWmaroiie MOpPTrHyJa, MbITasICh OCO3HATh, 4YTO
MPOUCXOAUT U KAaK ATOT YEJIOBEK OKA3aJiCs B ’TOM MECTE.

— Bbl B nopsiake? — cipoCHII OH, TOPOIUIMBO MPUOIIMKASICh KO MHE.



OH mnomHsANn pyKM Ha YPOBHE TPyAM M MEXAY €ro JaJOHAMHU
3aCBETWIIMCh KakHe-TO CUMBOJBL. He ycmena si HU4ero orBeTuTh, Kak JTH
CHUMBOJIBI ITOJIETENH B MOIO CTOPOHY. OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH 51 OTIIATHYJIACh, HO
B TOT X€ MOMEHT OLIyTWJIA JIETKOE TEIUIO B paiioHe rpyau. OHO BOIHOU
IPOLLJION MO BCEMY TeIy M IOKMHYIO e€ro. KpuaHn uyeMy-TO KUBHYI U
BBIJIOXHYJ OOJIETY€HHO.

— S B mopsike, — MPOU3HECIIA YyTh XPUILIO, MBITAACh NPUITIAJAUTH SBHO
BCTONOPILEHHBIE BOJIOCHL. — Bee 3akoHunnocs? OTKyzAa Bbl 31€Ch?

— Bce Bomnpocsl notom. Maemre. Bac yxe xKayT.

51 3aTOpMOXKEHHO KMBHYJIA U CIIOJI3J1a C KPOBATH.

*FEkOrerymienue™ **

Parnap mmpokum 1marom BoIesn B HeOobIo 3ai1. OCTaHOBHUBIIIMCH Ha
CEepeMHEe, OH 3aMep W 3aJI0KUI PYKH 3a cliuHy. OTHEHHBIM MMIEpPaTop B
TOT MOMEHT BBIIJIAJIEN TaK, OyATO BEYHOCTh MPOCTOSII HA HTOM MECTE,
MOJI0OHO JIPEBHEM cTaTyu Kakoro-To 0€cCMepTHOro Oora.

Ero monmm HekoTopoe BpeMs Haszaj paccesuch 1o 3aMKy. C HuM
octaics Tonbko Kpuan. Mar, B otnmmuue ot Parnapa, He ocrtanoBwica. OH
BHUMAaTEJIbHO 00OIIEN BCE MOMEUIEHHUE, 3ariid/ibiBasi BO Bce yriibl. M Toabko
IIOCJIE TOrO OH MOJOIIEIN K CBOEMY MPABUTENIO U BCTAJ YyTh MO3a1U.

— TBoe BenmmyecTBO, MBI ONO3Jald, — MPOrpoMbIxail Apic, BXOIS B
nomenienue. lllaru maBHOro crpaxka OBUIM TPOMKUMHU M TSKEIBIMHU.
Kazanocs, emie MrHOBEHUE U KAMHH 107 €T'0 HOTaMH HAaYHYT TPECKAThCA.

Nmneparop pe3ko MOBEpHYJCS B €ro cTopoHy. Cepple I71a3a NOJI0CHYIN
KJIMHKaMU, a TyObl C)KaJINCh B HEJIOBOJIBHYIO HUTh. JIF0O0M Ha MecTte Apaca
JABHO OTCTYNWJI Obl, HE BBIAEPKAB KPOBOXKAIHOCTH, KOTOPOM MOJBIXHYII
Parnap, HO 1aBa cTpakel JUIIb OCKAJIWICS, CIOBHO €My HPAaBWIACH TaKas
armocdepa.

— Kpwnan, — nmo3Ban Parmap, HEMHOrO NPUTYIIMB CBOE Pa3ApaKECHUE.
Mar BOmpOCHTENBHO NOIIIAE] Ha Hero. — KameHp KU3HM, — TOSCHHII
UMIIEpPATOP.

Kpnan 3amep Ha MrHOBEHME, a IIOTOM CIIOXBATHJICSA, NPUHUMASICh
pBITbCSI B KapMaHaX. Bckope OH JocTan To, 4TO OT HEro morpedoBasioch, U
BJIMJI HEMHOTO 3Hepruu. Kamenp, HacTpoeHHBIN 3apanee Ha Huky 3acusn, a
IIOTOM OT HETO B CTOPOHY MPOTSAHYJIACh €1Ba 3aMETHAsI HUTD.

ITogoxxmaB HemHoOro, Kpuan npuKOCHYJICS K 3TOM HUTH HaJbLAMHU U
IPUKPBLI [J1a3a.



— Omna HampaBisieTcsi B CTOPOHY HEOECHOM HMMIEPUH, — IMPOU3HEC
Kpuan. OTkpbIB m1a3za, OH BOINPOCHUTENBHO MOCMOTPEN HAa HMIIEPATOpa. —
Urto Oynem nenath?

Parnap enBa 3ameTHO Haxmypwics. B ero B3misige MOXHO ObLIO
YBHUJIETh HENOBOJILCTBO. BrpoueM, yAWBICHHBIM WM PACTEPSHHBIM OH
TOYHO HE BBITTISIEI.

[ToBepHyBIIKMCh K, Ka3aloCh ObI, MyCTOMY YIVIy, OH MaxHYJI PYKOM,
CJIOBHO KOT'O-TO MOA3bIBasi. B TOT k€ MOMEHT M3 TEMHOTHI IIAarHyJl Y€JIOBEK
OJIETHIN BO BCe uepHOE. BUIHBI ObUTH TOJIBKO €ro miaza. KpuaH yauBiIeHHO
MOpPrHyi. /o 3TOro MOMEHTa OH M HE MOA03PEBAJl, YTO B KOMHATE €CTh €IIIE
KkT0-T0. OH BeAp MpOBEpHI BCe yribl! ApsCc HaAXMypWICSA, HO TOYTH Cpasy
YCITIOKOMJICS, IBHO y3HAB YEJIOBEKA.

— Uto ceifuac mpouCXoAUT B HeOeCHON umnepuu? — crpocus Parnap,
KOIJla MY>KYMHA Tojouien Oiauke M BCTall Mepe]] HUM Ha OJHO KOJIEHH,
MIPUJIOKHB IIPABYIO PYKY, CKATYIO B KyJIaK, K TPYAH.

— IlepBblii MpUHII TOJHOCTHIO YBEPUJI B TO, YTO €ro MiaAlIvil Opar
kKelnaeT oToOpaTh Yy HEro BiacTh. B JaHHBIME MOMEHT OH coOupaercs
MOKUHYTh CTONWIY W HarpaBuTbes B Illanuto. 3emHas umnepusi roroBa
MPENOCTaBUTh €My BOMCKA JJIsl TOTO, UTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh U yAep>KaTh TPOH. 3a
3TO OHM BO3bMYT IUJIATy, HO MEPBbIM NPUHIL corlaceH Ha Bce. OH UCKpPEHHE
HEHABUJUT BTOPOTO MPUHIIA, JKeJlasi yOUTh ero JINYHO.

— HebGecHerit ummnepartop?

— Omepanus Ha3Ha4eHa Ha 3TO yTpo. Bce OymeT rotoBo B yac mepen
PacCBETOM.

— QOuenp xopomo, — ParHap KuUBHYT M MaxHyl PYKOM, OTITyCKas
yesioBeka. — Mel oTripasisieMcs B Tupuc. Xody yBUIETh BCE JTUYHO.

— Jla, MOl MMIepaTop, — OTBETWIA €My JABa rojoca. Apiac BMECTE C
Kpranom moyTd CMHXpPOHHO MOKJIOHWJIMCHh U MOCIEA0BAIN 3a BBIXOIAIINM
u3 3ana Parmapowm.

Tupuc pacnomaraicss Ha Trope. 3aMOK MpPaBUTENs BO3BBIILIAICA Ha
KAMEHHBIM TOpOJIOM. [pymma ApakoHOB, YKpBITAsl MOJOTOM OTBICYEHUS
BHUMaHUsI, IPU3EMIIHIIACh HEMHOTO BbIle 3aMka. C UX MecTa ObLIO XOPOIIO
BUJIHO KaK caM 3aMOK HEOECHOro MpaBUTENsl, TaK U TOPOJA, C BBICOTHI
KOKYIIUNCS CIUIIKOM MajeHbkuM. Ho naxke Tak ObUIO 3aMETHO, YTO B
ropojie¢ B JaHHbI MOMEHT HUKOT'O HET.

Cromno KpuaHy, KOTOpbIII BCE€ 3TO BpeMs yIAEPKHBal1 IOJOT
MPU3EMIIUTBCS, KaK OH TyT K€ TMepeliesl B 4YeJOBEYECKUid o0pa3 u



MOKAUHYJICSI, €1Ba HE yNaB OT UCTolIeHUs1 sHepruu. Crosumii psagom Apac
noiimMaJ ero 3a LIMBOPOT U yAEpKall.

— Cnacubo, — npodopmoran Kpuan, nepeBoast ayx. OH ObUT cambIM
CWJIBHBIM MaroM OTHEHHOM UMIIEpUU M OJHHUM W3 CaMbIX BBIIAIOIIMXCA HA
Karrape, HO naxke emy OBLIO CJIOXKHO MOJAJEPKUBATH TAKOE SHEPrOEMKOE
3aKJIMHAHUE CTOJIb JIUTEIbHOE BpeMs. HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO Jaxke ero,
Ka3aJIOCh Obl, OeCKOHEUHBIE 00bEMBI MAari UCTOIIUIINCE.

— Joxmsak, — Opocun Apac, 3aCMEsBIIMCH, CIOBHO CKa3aj KaKylO-TO
Ty TKY.

Kpuan xMypo mocMoTpesr Ha HETO, Pa3MbIIUISsS O TOM, YTO HUKOT/IA HE
MOMMET YyBCTBO FOMOPA 3TOTO CIIUIIIKOM I'PpyOOTo JIpaKkoHa.

TpsixHYB TUI€UOM, OH COpOCHJI PyKy ApdC U MOJOIIEN OIuXKe K
CTOAILIEMY TIOYTH Ha CaMOM Kparo ummneparopy. OTkpoBeHHO roBopsi, Kpuan
ObLT yIOWBJIEH, YTO UM YAAJIOCh NPOHHUKHYTh B caMo€ cepile HeOecHOU
uMmiiepud. Bcemy BUHOM Momia ObITh MaHUKAa M3-3a HEJABHEW cMepTH
umriiepatopa Heb6a. Ho 3To sSIBHO He ompaBiaHKe CIENOThl BOMHOB UMIIEPUHU.
K Tomy ke, pa3Be Hebeca He TOTOBATCS K BoitHe? OHU Be/b IOKHBI OBITH B
JIAHHBIM MOMEHT OoJiee OIUTEIILHBIMU.

— OHHU CMOTPSAT TOJBKO B OJIHY CTOPOHY, — NpousHec Parnap, 3actaBuB
3ajymaBiiierocsi Kpuana B3jporuyTh.

— S 03Byuma CBOM MBICIIM BCIAyX? — CHOpPOCWJI Mar, IJISTHYB Ha
uMIIepaTopa.

Parnap Opocun Ha HETO KOPOTKHH B3I, HO MPOMOJYAi, SBHO HE
Kemas O3ByudMBaTh oOueBHAHOE. KpumaH B3AOXHYI H TIOCMOTpPENT Ha
NyCThIHHBIA ropon. Ilocine 3Toro gocran KaMeHb JKM3HM W IIPOBEPHII
YKa3bIBAOIIUN CIE.

— OHa re-T1o B NNIyOMHE TOPbl, — POU3HEC OH, 3AMETUB HAIPABICHHBIN
B €0 CTOPOHY UHTEPEC UMIIEpaTOpa.

Yenbima 310, ParHap oTBen B3MISA OT KaMHS M KUBHYJ, YCTPEMJISsS
B3MJIS Kyda-TO 3a TOpu30HT. Ha KaMeHHOM BBICTyNE, Ha KOTOPOM
O00OCHOBAJIUCh OTHEHHBIE JIPAKOHBI, BOLIApWJIACh TOJIHASI TUIIHUHA. bbUIO
CJIBIIITHO TOJIBKO 3aBBIBAHUE BETPA.

CrycTs HECKOJIBKO 4YacoB BO JIBOPE 3aMKa HAdalloCh OXKHBIIEHHOE
newkeHue. Eme uepes3 kakoe-To BpeMsi HA TOPU3OHTE MOKA3alMCh YEPHBIC
TOYKH.

— Hauunaercs, — npodopmotan Kpuan.



N B camom nerne, CTOMIO €My MPOU3HECTH 3TO, KaK MOYTH HEBUIAUMBIN
30JIOTUCTBIM KYIIOJI BOKPYT 3aMKa HAJIAJICS LIBETOM U 3a1pOKall.

— Yewnunu Oapbep, — NpokoMMeHTHpoBasl KpuaH npowusomesiiee, ¢
JTHO0OMBITCTBOM paccMaTpUBasi CTPYKTYpy O0apbepHOro 3aKJIMHAHUA.

Korna Touku HEMHOTO NMPUOIU3UINCH, CTAJIO BUJIHO, YTO 3TO HA CAMOM
Jiene JeTsAre apakoHsl. Briepeau Bcex jeten TeMHO-Toiyooi. Ero ToHkoe
Teno OyKBaJIbHO paccekasio Bo3ayx. Korga oH nmpuOnusmics Ha JOCTaTOYHO
pacCTOsIHUE, TO PE3KO OCTAaHOBMJICS, IOYTHU 3aBHCHYB B BO3AYyXE, a IIOCIE
3TOTO MOCJIAJl B CTOPOHY 3aMKa OTJIMBAOIIEe roayObIM MIaMs.

Bbapwep npunsin Ha cedst ynap. [lo ero moBepxHocTH mpouuiach psiods, HO
caM Oapbep He paspymmics. [omy0oil JpakoH B3pEBEN, XJIECTHYB SPOCTHO
10 BO31yXY JJIMHHBIM 3MEEBUIHBIM XBOCTOM.

Bckope k HeMy IPUCOEIMHWINCH 36MHBIE IPaKOHbI. OHM BCE MBITAIUCH
B3JIOMaTh Oapbep, BO3JAEHCTBYSs Ha HEr0 OFHEM M  Pa3IMYHBIMU
3akiaMHaHusAMHU. CycTs mapy 4acoB, K HUM IOAOCIIENIa Ha3eMHas IOAMOra.
MHorounciieHHbIe Mary B3jaMbIBaIl Oapbep ¢ 36MIIH.

Co cTopoHbI 3aMKa mocieioBana orgada. HebecHble JpakoHbI TOKa HE
COOMpaJIUCh BBIXOIWUTH M3-MOJ 3aluThl Kynoja. OHM Opocaid B OTBET
3aKJIMHAHUA. becrpepbhIlBHBIE BCHBIIMIKA MAaruv OKPAacUiId IIPOCTPAHCTBO
BHU3Y. bapbep BUOpUpoBan 1 UcKaxkalics, yxyaias 0030p.

Parnap npuntypusics, Ha0moas 3a pa3BopavyMBaIOIIUMCS JCHCTBUEM.

butBa nnunach Bech JIeHb W BCIO HOYb U, B KOHIIE KOHLIOB, Oapbep He
BbIJICpKaJ. B Kakol-TO MOMEHT OH TPECHYJ, a IIOTOM PACChINAJICA KPOLIKOM,
ucrtauBas B nosiere. HeGecHbie ApakoHBI U 3€MHBIE TIOJ] TPEABOAUTEIHCTBOM
NEPBOr0 MpPHHIA CXJECTHYJIHCh 0Oe3 mpensTcTBuil. buTBa crana eme
apoctHel. IlocrosHHO  cibliasnicss peB  ApakoHOB. Kpukum  mronei
OPUDIYIIEHHBIM 3XOM JOJETAIM J0 HaOMIoAarouMX 3a MPOUCXOASIINM
OTHEHHBIX JIPAKOHOB.

Bckope OutBa Hawana ctuxarb. B 3TOT MOMEHT B HEOO B3MBUI JIPaKOH
HeOecHoro 1BeTa. Pa3max ero kppuibeB OblT MOMCTHHE rpoMajieH. KopoHa u3
POTOB BBIIVIAAEIA TPO3HOM, KaK M OCTPbIE LIUIIBI, 3aIUIIAOIINE BCE TEIIO.

— Bropoii npuHil, — Tuxo npousHec Kpuan, Bo Bce miaza HaOmonas 3a
BEJINYECTBEHHBIM JPAKOHOM.

B 510 Bpems BTOpOU MpuUHII B3pEBET U OPOCHI HA TEMHO-TOJIYOOTrO
NIpaKkoOHa, KOTOpPBIM €7Ba JIM YyCTynala eMy pasMepamu. JIBa mnpuHLa
CUENUIUCh B CcXBaTkh. OHHM KpYXWIHCh, pBAJIM JPYr JApyra KOITSIMH,
KYCQJIMCh, IIBITAJIMCH CKEUb IUIAMEHEM, CTapasiCh MPHU 3TOM 3aJE€Th KPbLIbS,



IIEI0 WK KUBOT. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU B3MBUIM HACTOJBKO BBICOKO, UTO
MIPEBPATWIINCH B €/1BA PA3TUYUMBbIC TOUKHU.

JIromu m ApakoHBl — T€, KTO AOXKWI OO 3TOT0O MOMEHTa — 3aMepiiu,
ycTpeMHB B3I HaBepX. CEKyHIbl CMEHSUIUCH JJIUTEIbHBIMU MHUHYTaMH
oxunanug. Bces ropa OykBanbHO 3acTbutia. OXujaHue MOXKHO OBLIO
MOTPOrarb B BO3/IyXE, HACTOJIILKO CWJIbHBIM, IIOYTH BOIUIOIIEHHBIM B
pearbHOCTh OHO OBLIO.

W, nakonen, Bce ObLIM BoO3HarpaxjaeHsl. OjHa W3 TOYEK CTala
CTPEMUTENIBLHO YBEINYNBATHCHI.

— Ilagaer! — Bckpuknyn Kpuan. Hexkoropbie OpakoHbl Mo3aad HUX
BO30YKJIEHHO 3aIICTITAIUCH.

Bckope Bce moHsuiM, KTO UMEHHO Tajai. IlepBwiii mpuHI] HEOECHOM
UMIIEpUH PYXHYJI Ha 3eMIiII0 0e3 co3HaHusd. Ero mepenomMaHHbIE KpbUIbS
HAKPbUIM NPAKTUYECKHU BeCh ropoa. CIycTsi MTHOBEHUE OH CMEHUI 00pas.

Crnenom 3a crapuiuM OparoM ¢ HeOa crycTuics BTopoi npuHil. OH ObLI
nogo0eH sAcTpedy, HACTOJBKO OBICTPO OH Majaj BHHU3, HO HENAJIEKO OT
ropo/ia OH OCTaHOBMJICS, TIOJTHSUI TOJIOBY U 3apeBeE.

3eMHbIE APAKOHBI Hauyalld OTCTynarb. OHU elle MbITATUCh 0OPOTHCS, HO
BCKOPE BCEM CTAJIO IMOHATHO, YTO apMus BTOPOTO IPUHIIA HAMHOIO
npeBoCcXoauT ux. OHU OOJIbIIIE HUYETO HE MOTJIU MOJIEeNaTh.

[TonabmronaB 3a 3TuM, Parnap cuaenan mar B MmpomnacTh, W TOJIETEN
BHM3. CIyCTSi MTHOBEHUE B BO3JyX B3MbLI YEPHBIA T'MTAHT, OJJHUM CBOUM
BHJIOM 3aCTaBUBIIMI Cep/lla BCEX BHU3Y HA MTHOBEHUE 3aMEPETh.

OrueHHbI UMIIepaTop MPUONIU3UICS K 3aBUCIIEMY B BO3AYyXE BTOPOMY
npuHny. CrnenaB kpyr, Parnap tuxo 3aperdai. Ero MomiHoe Teio ucnyckano
MOMCTUHE YyXacalluuil xap. YepHas demys B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax
MOKpbUIACh TPELIMHAMH, OTKpBhIBasi BUJ Ha paCIUIaBICHHbIA OrOHBb,
OyIIYIOIIUI B TEJE APAKOHA.

Bropoit mpuni Bcerma Obul ymeH. EMy He HYXHO ObLIO AyMarb
JBAXJbl, YTOOBI TMOHSTH, YTO y HErO0 HET HU E€IUHOT0 IIaHCa MPOTUB
OTHEHHOTO JipakoHa. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT cliefiaTh — 3To yoexars. Co
CKOPOCTbIO HEOECHBIX JPAaKOHOB HHUKTO HE MOT CPaBHUTHCS. BOT TOJBKO
OexaThb OH HE MOT, KaK U CpaKkaTbCsl.

OH HEJOBOJBLHO B3PBIKHYI M MPU3EMIWICS, MeHsiss 00muk. Bckope
pSIOM ¢ HUM Tpu3eMiuicst Parnap, B mosiiere CMEHUBIITUN 00pa3.

BrinpssMuBIINCh, OTHEHHBIM UMIIEpATOp MOIVISAAET HAa MOTPENAaHHOIO
BTOPOTO MPUHIA. AdIMap BRIISAET HEBAXKHO. belloCHEKHbIE BOJIOCKHI ObLTN



B Oecrnopsijike, U3 yrojika ry0 Tekja KpOBb, Ha KOXE€ KOE€-IJI€ BUIHEIUCH
CUHSIKM W HapanuHbl. CTaHOBWIOCH IMOHSATHO, YTO OWTBA HE Jajach €My
IIPOCTO.

— BpI... — Hayan Asnmap, HO MOYTH Cpa3y 3aMOJIYall, HAXMYPHUBIIUCH.
CnycTst MTHOBEHUE OH HEOXKUAAHHO paccMmesica. Ero cMex 3Byval )KyTKo, a
caM OH HarmoMuHaja 0e3yMua. — ITO BCE Bbl, HE TAK JU?! — BOCKJIUKHYII OH. —
Moii 6par Bcerzia ObLT CIUIIKOM TynbiM. OH HUKOTIA OBl HE TOAYMAJCs 10
Yero-To MogooHOro. IT0 Bbl YOUIIM MOETO OTIIa, BEPHO?

Parnap HakJOHWIJICS TOJIOBy HEMHOro BOOK, paccMaTpuBas BTOPOTO
MPUHIA KaK HEYTO 3a0aBHOE M HEOXKHUJAHHOE.

— He noHnumaro, o 4em Bbl, — IPOU3ZHEC OH IIYOOKHUM TOJIOCOM, 3aJI0KUB
PYKH 3a CIIUHY.

— Yto BBI XOTUTE? — pEe3KO 0OOPBAB CMEX, CITPOCUIT AdIMap.

OrseHHbBI UMITEpaTOp OMIAneNcs no crtopoHaM. OHM BABOEM CTOSIIU
CpEIU PYHH.

— He camoe nydmee MecTo M IEPETOBOPOB, — IPOU3HEC OH, C
OKHUJIAHUEM ITOCMOTPEB HA BTOPOTO MPHUHIIA.

AsnMap orsiiencs, a IoTOM KUBHYII, Pa3BEPHYBILKCH.

— Crnenyiite 3a MHOM, Benukuil Adup.
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B 3amke crosna ommymaromas tummuHa. Kazanoch, CIOBHO JHOIH
MOMNPSATAINCH, OMacasiCh 4ero-ro. MHe xorenoch cupocutTh y Kpuana, 4yto
MPOUCXOAUT M OTKyAa OH 3/IeCh, HO i HE cTaya 3Toro jAenarb. Opexaa Ha
CTpaXHUKAX, KOTOPBIC CJIEIOBAJIM 3a HaMHM, IOKa3ajach MHE 3HAKOMOM.
XBaTHWIJIO HECKOJIBKO B3IISIZIOB, YTOOBI ITOHATH, YTO OHU U3 3aMKa OTHEHHOT'O
uMIeparopa.

Kpuan nipuBen meHs B TpoHHBIN 3ai1. Korma Mbl BOIIUTH, TIEPBBIM, KOTO S
yBHUJI€NIa, ObUT OTHEHHBIM wuMmIiepatop. OH CTOAJ TIepes CTYIEHSIMH,
BEJIYIITUMH K ITyCTOMY TPOHY.

Korma oH mocMoTpen B MO CTOPOHY, MHE I0Ka3ajoCh, YTO TEJIO
o"emelno. f pe3ko octaHoBwiack. [loueMy-To MEHsI OXBaTWJI CTPAHHBIN XKap.
B rpynu 4T0-TO C’Kajmock, a MOTOM Pacralioch, 3aCTaBIsIsl MEHsI 0OJIErYeHHO
BBIJIOXHYTh. Sl W TIpencTaBuTh ceOe HE MOINIA, HACKOIBKO CHJIBHO BCE ITO
BpeMsi Obliia HampsikeHa. Obreuenre, KOTopoe sl UCIBITANIA, 3aCTaBUIIO MEHS
HenoyMeBaTh. Heykenu Bce 3TO BpeMs sl MOJCO3HATENbHO aana ero? Ho
nouemy? S Benp He Xxorena 3a Hero 3amyx? Mnu... s oOMaHbIBajsia cama
ceos?

Nmneparop Mexnay Ttem npubnusuicsa. BceraB nepeno MHOH, OH
MPOTSIHYJ PYKY M MOAIEINWI TajJbllaMu Mo# moaoopoaok. [loBuHysCh 3TOMY
JKECTY, s MOAHSAJA TOJIOBY M B3IVISIHYJIA B CEpbIe, MO-TIPEKHEMY XOJIOIHBIC
mia3a. Cama He 3aMETHJIa, KaK 3ajiepkajia JIbIXaHHeE.

OH 4yTh HAKJIOHWJICS BIIEPE]l M €/1Ba YJIOBHUMO BTSHYJ BO3JYX HOCOM.
UYto on nemaer? Hroxaer mena?! S Beap Bpoae MblLIach HeAaBHO... Korna s
MOCJICAHUN pa3 MblIack? A-a-a, HE TOMHIO!

OmryTtuB cebs HEYIOTHO, s €7[Ba MOJaBUjia JKEJIaHWE OTBECTH B3IVIS U
oTrcTynuTh. KTO ero 3Haer, Kak OH BOCIPHUMET MO100HOE. XOTS OXBATHUBIIIYIO
MEHS JIPO’Kb YHATH Sl HE CMOTJIA.

— Baiie umnepatopckoe BeIMYECTBO, — mpobopmortana s Tuxo. — C
MPUOBITHEM.

OtnycTuB MOM MOAOOPOJIOK, OH €Ille pa3 OKUHYJA MEHS B3MISIAOM U
OTBEPHYJICA.

— S nymaro, Ha 3TOM MBI MOXXEM 3aKOHYHUTh, — XOJOJIHO MPOU3HEC OH,
MTOBEPHYBIIIMCH B CTOPOHY OKOH.



Sl mpocnenuna 3a ero B3IIAAOM M TOJBKO Ce€WYac 3aMeTHiIa BTOPOTO
npuHUa. Beimsigen oH He Tak OJIUCTaTeNbHO, KAK B HAIIM IMPOILIbIE
BCTpeuu. BripoueM, Opeon CUAHMSA U YyTOHYEHHOCTH HUKYyda HE JeJICs.
ITonoxxoure. Pa3 oH 31€Ch, 3HAYUT JIM OTO, YTO BOMHA OKOHYEHA M MOOEIUII
BTOPOU MpHHIL?

[Tocne 3Tux ci0B, OTHEHHBIA UMIIEPATOP MOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY JIBEPHU
Y TBEPABIM LIarOM HAIPABUIICS K HEU.

— Unemre, — npowmentan Kpuan, moarankuBas MEHS B Ty KE CTOPOHY.

Ha Bcem mytm Kk BbIXOAYy M3 3aMKa Hac COINPOBOXJAAana THUIIMHA.
[Touemy-To 51 omrymana ceOs HEMHOTO HEYHOTHO, HO OCTAHABIMBATHCSA HE
PEIIIIACK.

ITocine Toro, kak Mbl BBIIUIM U3 3aMKa, KpuaH nmoasesr MeHs K JOBOJIBHO
CTPAaHHOW KapeTe, y KOTOPOM OTCYTCTBOBAJIM Kojeca. A eme OHa 1o BCEMY
KOpITyCy Obla YKpEIuieHa TOJICTbIM METAJIOM.

— OTtmpasisieMca HEMEMICHHO, — OTAAJ MPUKA3 UMIEPATOp U OTOILIEN
IoAaJblIIe.

CoycTss HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUMH HAa €ro MECTE€ OKaszajics IpakoH. S
paHblIe aQyMaia, uto Pumgecap orpoMeH, HO Kak HelpaBa S B TOT MOMEHT
obima. Pasmep orneHHoro wumreparopa mnopaxai. Ho kpome pasmepa
BHUMaHUE TpHUBJIEKano camo Teno. OHO ObLUIO MOKPHITO MHOXKECTBOM
OCTPBIX M Ja)XX€ Ha BUJI OMACHBIX IMUNOB. OT HEro MCXOAWI HACTOJIBKO
CWJIBHBIN JKap, 4TO Ka3aJ0Ch, OYJTO S CTOIO PSIOM C OOJIBIITMM KOCTPOM.

Korma oH BIOXHYyI, TO A yBUAENA, KAK €r0 YEIIys] MECTAMHU PACXOAUTCS
B CTOPOHBI. B 3THX MWIENsX CIOBHO KXW KUJIKWUKA OroHb. Temmeparypa
BOKPYT Hac cTaja BbILIE.

— Bce orHennmle ApakoHBI... Takue? — CIPOCHIIA I OTOPONEIO Yy
crosiiero psaom Kpuana.

— Koneuno Het, — ¢bipkHyn T1oT. — Cagurech B Kapery. Mmmneparop
IIOHECET BacC CaM.

— [lonecer? — 51 mepeBena B3MIA C HACTOSAIIETO TUTAHTA HA KPOXOTHYIO
[0 CPAaBHEHHIO C HUM Kapetry. — [la OH MeHs pa3naBuT! — BOCIIPOTUBUIIACH
1. — N pacmuiaBut! S TaM cKaproce.

— He crour Tak BomHOBarbCsA, — ycnokowsn MeHs Kpuan. — Ero
BEJIIMYECTBO Bce mpoaymal. Meramn ycuwieH. Kpome TOro, Ha kapery
HAJIOXKEHO OCTYKaIoIee 3akJInHaHue. Tak 4To Bbl HE OyeTe OIIyIarh kapa.

Sl HemoBepUMBO NMpHUIypUIIach U IsiHya Ha Kpuana.



— MoxkeT ObITh, MEHSI MOHECET KTO-To Apyroi? Hampumep, Bbl, —
MPEMIOKUIIA 51, BCE €11l COMHEBASICh B CBOEH 0€30MacHOCTH.

Crouno MOUM CJIOBaM COpBaThCs € ry0d, Kak JPakoH MIyXO 3apblvall.
Kap ycunumncs. MHe mokaszanoch, YTO s B OAMH MOMEHT OYYTHJIACh B
MyCTBHIHU.

Kpuan uyTh HEpBHO MISIHYJ B CTOPOHY MUMIIEpATOpA.

— HckitoueHo, — TOpOIUIMBO MpOU3HEC OH. — He CcToMT BOIHOBAThCH,
BCe OyJIeT OTIIMYHO.

[TonsiB, uTto cnoputh OECHOJE3HO, S HEXOTsA IMOAOIUIa K Kapere.
Crosimuil psiIoM CTPaXHUK HEMEUICHHO OTKPhUT JiBepb. He cTtaB Oosbiiie
TSHYTh, s 3a0pajack BHYTPb, yAOOHO YCTPOMBIIHUCH Ha MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX
noaymkax. JIBepb 3a MHOU TyT K€ 3aKpbuiach. BOpekn MOMM OXKHWTAHUAM,
B Kapere He crano TeMHO. [louTu cpa3y mox MOTOJIKOM BCIBIXHYIU
MaJICHbKHE 30JI0TUCTBIE OTOHBKH, KOTOPBIE IPUHSIACH TJIaBaTh IO KapeTe.

3auHTEpECOBABIINCh, I MOMMajla OIWMH W3 HUX M Hadaia
paccmarpuBarh. OTOHEK CIOKOWHO JIEXKall HA MOEH JIaJIOHU, JaXe HE Aymas
yracarb. OH He ObUI TOPSIYUM WM XOJIOAHBIM, MPOCTO CBETWJICS POBHBIM
CBETOM, U BCE.

Korna s npunonHsiia pyky, a IOTOM pe3KO OMyCTUJIA €€, OTOHEK 3aBHC
Ha MIHOBEHHME B BO3[yX€, a IOCJIE€ MEJIEHHO NOIUIbUI HaBepX. OdveHb
KpacuBasi Marus.

B stoT MOMEHT kapera KauHynach. Sl HEBOJIBHO CXBaTwjiach 3a
OMMKAWIIYyI0 TOMYIIKY, CYJOpPOXKHO OOHMMas ee. Bce BOKpyr MeHs
3arpemiasio. I OyKBaJIbHO BHUJENA, KaK METAJJI CrMOaeTcsl IMOj, KOTTAMH
OTHEHHOI'O UMIIEPATOPA.

OHHM BeZp XOPOIIO €T0 YCUJIWIIM, HE TaK JIU?

Uepe3 HECKONBKO OECKOHEUHBIX CEKYHJ CKPEeXET CTHUX, a IMOTOM $
MOYYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MbI B3JETEIU. DTO ObUIO HACTOJBKO MOIIHO U PE3KO,
YTO S €/IBa HE PACIUIACTAJIACh MO MOJy. XOpOUIO €IIe JABICHUE HCYE3II0
IIOYTH CPa3y.

Korga Bce crabwnmsupoBanoch, s €IIe HEKOTOpOe Bpems Oblia
HalpsbKeHa, a OTOM HeMHOro ycrnokounack. Cyas nmo Bcemy, Kpuan He
BpaJ, U KapeTa CiocOOHa BRIHECTH MOI00HOE My TEIIeCTBUE. DTO XOPOIIIO.

Cnyctsa BpeMs s Hadasia cKy4arh. ONIsIeBIINCH 00Jie€ BHUMATENIBHO,
oOHapyxujia HeOOJIBIIIONW CYHIYYOK OKOJIO OJHOW cTeHbl. Hemonro mymas,
CYHyJIa B HETO HOC. B HeM 0OHapyXujcsi KyBIIMH C MOJOKOM, CBEPTOK C
TEIUIBIMU OyJTOUKaMU U KHUTA.



IToGnarogapuB MBICIEHHO TOTO, KTO COOMpall U TOTOBHJI 3TO BCE, S
BIMIach 3y0amu B OyJI0YKY M BBITAIWja U3 CYHIyKa KHUTY. Sl Hajesach,
YTO 3TO YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE, & 0KA3aJ0Ch YTO-TO BPOAE T€HEAJTOTMYE€CKOTO
JIEpEBA BBICIIETO CBETA OTHEHHOW UMIIEPHH.

[lomaBuB pazouapoBaHue, s MPUHSIIACH BHUMATEIbHO HM3y4YaTh KHUTY.
Kanp, uyto pororpaduii HET, BIpoueM, 3alIOMHUTH BCE 3TO BCE PaBHO OyAeT
MOJIE3HO.

Bonpekn Moum oOXuaaHUsIM, KHUTa OKa3ajlach Ja)K€ MHTEPECHOM. A
BCE€ MOTOMY, YTO TYT ObUIM HE MPOCTHIE MEPEUUCIICHUS] UMEH, HO U KPAaTKOe
*)u3Heonucanue. OTCIeKNBATh CyL0Y HEKOTOPBIX YWICHOB CEMEH 0Ka3ajIoCh
JIOBOJIBHO 3aHUMAaTEJIBHO.

Uepes kakoe-TO BpeMsi, KOTJa s Hayajla UCHIBITHIBATh HEYA0OCTBA, MBI
npuzemiminchb. Korga s BbIUIa U3 KapeThl, TO TOHSIA, YTO YXKE BEUep.
YIuBWIACh, TaK KAaK COBEPIICHHO HE 3aMETWia, YTO IPOLLIO HACTOJIBKO
MHOT'O BPEMECHHU.

— OcTaHOBUMCH 31€Ch, — TPUKAa3al UMIIEPATOP.

S HeOBKO MEpecTymnuiia ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY, HaOJoas1, KaK JIOAU BOKPYT
cyeTsTcs, pa3ouBas 1arepb. HemoHsATHO OTKy/1a B3su1ach TpoMajiHas TajiaTka,
KOTOpYIO pazoOpaiu B camoM neHTpe. He ycmena s MOprHyTh nmapy pas, Kak
B CTOPOHE HaYaJii PA3/EJIbIBaTh HEIOHATHO KOTJa ITOWMAaHHYIO TYIy
KUBOTHOTO. Bce nelicTBoBaiM clakeHo, OyATO Jeiaii HEeYTO MOA00HO
COTHH pa3, U YKE KO BCEMY NPUBBIKIIU.

Korma namarky ycTaHOBWIIM, UMIIEpATOp MOAOWIEN KO MHE. S TyT xke
HaIpsIIach.

— Bamre BennuecTBo? — mpou3HECIa s BONPOCUTEIBHO.

— Haenune TbI MOXemp Ha3biBaTb MEHs Parmapom, — ckasal OH
HEOXKUJAHHO. S 3aMeThiia, KaKk JIOIM BOKPYI HAa KOPOTKHUM MHUI CJIOBHO
3aMepJIM, HO TOYTH Cpa3y MNPOJOJDKHIIM CBOM 3aHATHA, OyATO HUYETO HE
npousonuio. MiMneparop kaunys rojoou. — Maem.

[Tocme »TOoro oH HampaBwiICd K manarke. S 4yTh noaymalna u
rocieaoBana 3a HuM. Korza Bonuia BHyTpb, TO CUIIBHO YIMBUJIACH.

— OTkyna?.. — Hayana s, HO cpa3sy 3amnHynacb. CMOTpsl Ha KpoBarh, CTO,
Mapy CTYJILEB U MYIIMCTBIM MEX Ha IOJIY, S MONbITAIACh MOHATH, TAE BCE ATH
BEIIM B3sUIM ApakoHbl. Het, s moHnMaro, eciii ObI MBI CJIEIOBAIM Ha3eMHBIM
KapaBaHOM, U TO, HEYXKEJM KTO-TO CTaj Obl TAlllUTh TPOMAJTHYIO KPOBATh C
oanmaxuaoM. Ho MbI Benn jeTenu!



— CBepHyTble NMPOCTPAHCTBA, — OTBETUJI HA MOW HE3aJaHHBIN BOMPOC
UMIIEpATOp, YCIBIIIAB YAMBIECHUE B MOeM ronoce. — OHU peaKku U O4YeHb
Ioporu. Mel HCIIONIb3yeM UX JUJISl IEPEHOCKU HEOOXOAMMBIX BELICH.

— A-a-a, — NOTAHYJIA S NOHUMAIOIIE, a MOTOM NPOILIAa OCTOPOKHO
BHYTPbB U Ce€Jla Ha OJJUH U3 CTYJIbEB.

NmMneparop mpociaean 3a MHOM B3IIAJIOM M, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, CEIl
HanpotuB. OH CMOTpEN NpsIMO Ha MEHS M Moi4al. Sl HEJIOBKO moep3aja Ha
CTyJl€, a IOTOM IPUHSJIACh OCMAaTpUBaTbCsi BHUMAarenbHee. lIpu sTom s
MOCTOSIHHO OLIyIaja Ha ce0e 4y o B3MIsiA. DTO CHIIBHO HEPBUPOBAJIO.

N yero on momuut? Xo4deT 4yTo-T0 cupocuth? Mnu xouert, 4TooOsl s 4To-
TO cKazaJya?

[TornsineB ykpaakod Ha uMIlepaTopa, s HATKHYJAch Ha €ro B3MJIS.
[Touemy-TO H3-3a 3TOTO CEpALE B TPYAU COBEPIIMIO KyJbOUT M 3a0HIIOCH Y
camoro ropia. Cremnas BHJ, YTO HMYETO HE CIIYYWJIOCH, S COCPEAOTOUYMIIA
B3IUIs1/] HA IIOBEPXHOCTH CTOJIA, KOTOpasi MEHs HY O4EHb MHTEPECOBAIA.

CrycTst HEKOTOpO€ BpeMs Sl OLIYTHJIA, YTO €CJIM celuac KTO-HUOyap U3
HAaC HE 3arOBOPHT, 51 B30PBYCb.

— 3HAUUT, BTOPOM MpUHIL MOOeans1? — CIpOCHUIia, HAKOHEIl, TOCMOTPEB
Ha UMIIEpATOpa MPSIMBIM B3IJISZIOM.

— IToGenus, — OTBETHII OH.

W mouemy y MEHS Takoe OLIYILIEHHUE, YTO OH TOJBKO YTO HACIAXKIAJICA
MO€EN HEJTOBKOCTBIO?

— Ilonarno, — OypkHyna, OpOCHB Ha UMIIEpPaToOpa YyTh HEAOBOILHBIN
B3MJIAI. — A MOXKHO HEMHOTO 1ojipoOHee? — BCce-Taku CIPOCHIIa.

— Y HebecHOro uMrmeparTopa ecTh Tpu ChiHa. J[Ba opUIIMaNbHBIX U OAUH
OT HAJOXHHULBL. S cieaun 3a HUMH, HO HEKOTOpOE BpeMs Hazala TPEeTUi
npuHI nponai. Bee Obl10 00CTaBIEHO Tak, CIOBHO OH MOTMO, — MPOU3HEC
UMIIEpaToOp, CKJIaAbIBas PyKH B 3aMOK. M moyemy OH Hayan wu3payexa?
BnpoueMm, 3T0 MOXeT ObITh MHTEPECHO, Tak 4To nociymaeMm. — Hukrto u
IIPEACTABUTH HE MOT, YTO OHU OTIPABSAT €r0 B MOM 3aMOK.

— Ho 3adem oH MeHS MOXUTWI? — CIIpOCUia s TYT )K€, PEIINB y3HATh
3TOT MOMEHT.

Ilouemy-TO 51 Tak 10 KOHLA M HE MOBEPUJIA, YTO TPETUM MPHUHL BCErO
JUIIb XOTEJI MEHSI CIIACTH.

— Hexotopoe Bpemsi Ha3aa HEOECHBIM HMMIIEpATOp CTall CIMILKOM
HAaCTOMYMBBIM II0 OTHOUIEHWIO K OTHEHHOW uMmriiepud. OH BCEMHU CHIaAMU
IBITAJICA TIOCTaBUTh HAJO MHOW PEreHTa, ¢ MOMOIIbI0 KOTOPOTO MOT Obl



BJE3Th B JIeJJa MMIIEPUU OTHEHHBIX JpakoHOB. KoHeuHo, mnomoOHOE
BMEIIATEILCTBO MHE COBEPILIEHHO HE HPAaBWJIOCh. Eciu KTO-TO 00 3TOM HE
3HAJI, TO JOTa/ibIBajics. TpeTuil MpUHIl MPOCTO XOTEI MOUMHU pyKaMH yOparh
HNPENSTCTBUS K TPOHY.

S HaxMypuIach, HE JJ0 KOHIIAa IOHUMAasl CKa3aHHOE.

— OH J1elicTBOBaJI OTKPBITO, OYyATO BCEMH CHUJIAMU XOTEN MPHUBJIEYh MOE
BHUMaHuE K HeOecHoW ummnepuu. Bce 3HAIOT, 4TO OparTh NMpUHAJIEKAITUE
JpakoHaM Henb3sl. JIroOoi NIpyroi IpakoH HA MOEM MECTE€ HE OCTaBMJI Obl
nojiooHoe ockopOsienne 6e3 orBera. [lokazaB cBOWM OONHMK, TPETUW MPHUHIL
IPOCTO yKa3aad Ha HEOECHYI0 UMIMepHrI0. Y MeHs ObLIO TOJBKO J1Ba BhIOOpA:
MIPOUTHOPUPOBATh WJIM OTpearupoBarh. B mepBoM ciaydae MOXHO OBbLIO
3a0bITh 00 yBaXXECHUU. YBEPSIO, €CI OBl 1 HUKAK HE OTpearupoBaj Ha TBOE
MOXUILEHKE, TO B CKOPOM BpEMEHH 000 MHE MOUUIH 3Jble cliyXxu. KT0-TO Mor
JaXe MoJyMaTh, YTO OTHEHHBIX JIPAKOHOB BEAET OeCXpEOETHBIN MPABUTEND.
D10 MOIJI0 OBl CIPOBOLIMPOBATH HamajeHue. TpeTuil MPUHIl MOHUMA, YTO S
B JIIOOOM clly4yae OTpearupyio.

— TonbKo MO3TOMY? — CJIOBa BBIPBAIUCH OBICTpEE, YEM 51 CMOIJa ceOs
ocTaHOBUTh. [lofaBUB ’kelaHUE MPUKPHITh HEMOCIYIIHBIM POT, S HETOBKO
3acMesiack. — [Ipomry nmpomenus. S mpocro... OM...

He 3nas1, kak onpasaaTh BONpOC, 5 3aMoIyajia, 0eCroMOIHO CMOTPS Ha
uMIiepatopa. Parnap He BBIIISIACH PACCEPKEHHBIM WM COUTHIM C TOJIKY.

3aby1b, mockopee 3a0y/1b, MOJIMIIA 1 MBICJICHHO, OIIYyIIasi Ce0sl HEJIOBKO.

— He TonbKo, — CIycTsi HEKOTOPOE BpEMsI OTBETHII UMIIEPATOp, 3aCTABUB
MEHS OLIYTUTh JETrKoe rojoBokpyxkeHue. He tonpko? Urto 3710 3HAumT? S
xo4y nojpooHocteit! — HUKTO HE MOXKET MPUHYAUTH MEHSI K 4eMy-JIu00, —
BHE3aIHO TMPONOJKWII ummeparop. S TyT ke Bcs o0paruiack BO
BHUMaHuE. — YcTpaHeHHe HeOEeCHOro uMIeparopa ObUIO  MHOIO
3aIJTaHUPOBAHO AaBHO. Ellle ¢ Toro MoMeHTa, KOTjia OH BIEPBbIE BbICKA3aJICs
o perente. Ecnu Obl st HE XO0Ten BO3BpaiaTh Te€0s, To HE cTan Obl. Bmecto
ATOTO 51 MPOCTO yOous Obl uMneparopa Heba, a Tedst octaBui B nokoe. [locre
JIO’KJIAJICSl PEMOHTA Kpyra U MepeHec B 3TOT MU JIEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO BbIOpa
caM. Ho, kak BuauIlIb, s HE OCTaBUJI T€OsI Y HEOECHBIX JIPAKOHOB.

— Jla, — mienHyna s, He 3Has, YTO UMEHHO BBI3BIBAIOT Y MEHSI CJIOBa
uMIiepatopa. BoT ToOIbKO BCe€ BHYTPH JPOXKAJIO OT KAKOrO-TO HE3HAKOMOTO
yyBcTBa. [loCHIeB HEMOABMIKHO C MHUHYTY, 5 BCTPSIXHYJIach, cOpachiBas C
ce0st ctpadHoe onenieHeHue. — M uto nanemie? S mpo TpeThero npuHIIA.



Bce o510 Bpemsa wummeparop mnpoAODKAT BHUMATEIbHO 32 MHOU
HaOmonate. YecTHO TOBOpS, MOJA €ro B3IVISAOM s ONlyllajia cedsl clierka
HEYIOTHO, MHE CTAHOBHWJIOChH TO KapKO, TO XOJOAHO. UTO OH XOUET YBUAECTH
Ha moeM nuue? Ilouemy Tak cmorput? M3-3a 3TOrO B3MIAHa S ABIIATH
HOPMAaJbHO HE MOTY!

— Wrak, — Hayan Parnap cnycts kakoe-To BpeMs. 4 e/iBa HE B3IpOTHYJIA
OT HEOXHUJAHHOCTHU, YCIIEB 3a0bITh, O YEM CIpaliuBal. — TpeTuil MpUHII
3Hal, 4YTO s B JIO0OOM ciydae oTpearupyro. A Temnepp mnonpooyit
MpeacTaBuTh. S, 3Hasl, UTO 32 BCEM CTOUT HE0O, MpUJIETal0 K HEOECHOMY
umIeparopy u Tpedyro y Hero 1e0si. Ho y Hero Te0s HeT, Be[lb yKpasi He OH,
HO 51 TOYHO 3HAI0, YTO 3a BCEM CTOAT Hebeca. OHM BCE OTPHUIIAOT, 51 BBIXOXKY
u3 cebs. B urore, 1Be UMnepun BOBJIEUEHBI B MPOTUBOCTOsIHUE. W KTO 3HAET,
yeM OBl BCE€ 3TO MOIVIO 3aKOHUYWUTHCS. Jlydmmil 17t TpeThero MpUHLA
cueHapuil: s yOMBaIO MpaBSIIYI0 CEMbIO, TPETUW MPHUHI[ TPUBOIUT TEOS,
YBEPSET, YTO cHac OT CMEPTHU, MEXKAY HAIIUMU UMIIEPUSIMU BOLIAPSIETCSI MUD,
TPOH JJI1 HETO CBOOO/ICH.

ITocne cnoB o cMmeptu, s Haxmypuiack. A Benp Pupmecap
JNEUCTBUTEIIBHO TBITAJICS 3aBEPUTh MEHS, YTO OH BCETO JIMIIb XOTEJ CHACTH
MEHS. 3HAYUT, Ha CaMOM JieJ€ OH XOTed yOpaTh MPEnsTCTBUS K TPOHY
pykamu orHeHHoro ummneparopa? He 3psi OoH, HECMOTps Ha HEBUHHBIN
B3IJIS1/1, Ka3aJICSI MHE MTOA03PUTEIbHBIM.

A uyto xe IT'emara? Kak BTOpOMy NpHHIY YAQJIOCh BHEIPUTH €€ K
cBOeMy Opary, Ja emie TakK, YTO TOT HHMYEro HE 3aMEeTHUJI W HE TOHSI?
Bnpouem, Bpsia 1 s 370 y3Hato. Jla 1 He 0c000 3TO MHE HHTEPECHO.

— Bce siBHO no111a He IJIaHy, — XMypO IIPOU3HECTA S

— Bepno. OH He y4en HEKOTOPBIX MOMEHTOB. MHOrme B NEPBYIO
ouepenb OOpaIllalOT BHUMaHHWE Ha MOM Bo3pacT. OTHEHHBIE IPAKOHBI, HE
JOCTUTIINE BTOPOTO COBEPIICHHOJIETUS, YaCTO OBIBAIOT BCIBUIBYUBBIMH,
THEBJIMBBIMU U UMIYJIbCUBHBIMU. Ecnmu Obl Ha MoeM MmecTe Obll Apyrou
JIPaKoOH, TO BCE MOILIO OBbI M0 33TlyMaHHOMY TPETbUM MPUHIIEM CIIEHAPHIO.

S maHyna Ha uMIepaTopa ¢ HeIOBEPUEM.

— Pa3Be oH He Haxomuics BO ABOpIE jyuTelbHOe Bpemsi? OH Belnpb,
HABEPHSKA, JTOJDKEH ObUT CIIBIIIATh YTO-HUOY/Ib O BaIlleM XapaKTepe.

— Brnonne Bo3moxkHO, — KuBHYN Parnap. — Bugumo, ciyxu 060 MHE B
3aMKe YIOBJIETBOPHJIM €T0 U BBEIU B 3201y XKICHHUE.

A 3apymanace. Kak o MHe, Tak UMIIEpATOP BBIVIAAUT CACPKAHHBIM U
MOYTH PABHOAYIIHBIM. KakeTcsi, CIOBHO BHYTPU HErO0 BMECTO OTHS TEYET



xonof. BopoueM, ciiyxu Bcerja CiMiKoM npeyBennyeHbl. KTo 3Haet, o ueM
TaM TOBOPAT CIYTH U CTPAXKHU.

— W thoe on cedyac? — copocuia, BCIIOMHMB, YTO TPETHM MPUHI,
BOOOIIIE-TO, /IO CUX TOP I/Ie-TO OPOIHUT.

— Kro 3maer, — HeOpexHo Opocun Parnap, enBa 3aMeTHO
MPUITYPUBIIUCH. — TeOst OH MHTEpecyeT?

A 3amepna. Uto-To B cl0Bax uMIeparopa rnoka3ajioch MHE CTPAaHHBIM U
JlaXKe OMacHbIM. [JISTHYB Ha HETO, sl 3aMETHJIa, YTO €T0 B3IJISAJ CTAJl OCTPHIM U
BBIDKUJAIONIMM, KaK y XWUIIHUKA, KOTOPBIM TOTOB B JIIOOYH0 MHUHYTY
OpocHUTBCS Ha 3a3eBaBIIYIOCSA KepTBY. OT MOAOOHOTO B3MIsLAAQ MO CIMHE
noOexanu Mypaiku. Uto ¢ HUM He Tak?

— Her, Het, — 3aBepuiia g €ro, pacCMEsIBIIHCH.

Cromnmo MHe cKa3aThb 93TO, Kak JaBsmias arMocepa MIHOBEHHO
ucuesna. S HE3aMEeTHO BBIJIOXHYJIA, HE TMOHHMMAas, 4YTO TOJIBKO YTO
npousonuio. Jlymar, B OylylieM MHE HE CTOUT MHTEPECOBATHCS TPETHUM
npuHieM. OT rpexa nojajblie.

— DTO XOpOIII0, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOpP, YyTh Cy3uB Ia3za. Co CTOPOHBI
OH BHE3aIHO HAIIOMHUJ MHE JOBOJBHOIO KOTa, KOTOPBIM NIypUTCS Ha
conHie. — Tebe He cTOMT O HeM BcrmoMHHaTh. OH OONBIIE HE MOTPEBOKHUT
Hac.

A nocrnenHo KMBHYJIA, BCEM CBOUM BHUJIOM J1aBasi IOHATh, YTO MHE HET
HUKAKOIO JeJIa JO KAKOrO-TO TaM IMOXHUTUTENS. YTO-TO MHE MOJICKAa3bIBaET,
4yTO Ccyab0a y HEro He3aBUIHAs. Bpsia v oH ocTasncs )KuB. XOTs, TAKOW TUI
MOXET U YCKOJIb3HYTb.

Ha nexoropoe BpeMs B majiaTke BOUAPUIIACH TUIINHA.

— A kpyr? — BcnoMHMIIA s BHe3anHO. — Kto ero cioman?

— TyT BCe IOBOJIBHO MHTEPECHO. YK€ B TOT MOMEHT TPETUM NPUHLL, —
UMIIEPATOP YyTh MNOMOPIIWJICS, — IUIAHUPOBAI BOCIOJIb30BAaThCSI MOEH
nomoinbio. Korna umneparop Heba mpukazain emy cOUTbh HACTPOMKU Kpyra
TakK, 4TOObI JIyd ylIed B HHUKYJA, MOJTHOCTHIO PaCTpaTuB DHEPTUI0, TPETUU
MPUHI] MOCTYNWI Mo-Apyromy. OH HE MOT MOJTHOCTBIO MPOUTHOPHUPOBATH
npuka3 uMmieparopa. [la u He xoren. EMy HykHa Oblia >KEHIMHA, YTOOBI C
€€ MOMOIIbIO BOIUIOTUTH CBOM 3aMbICIIbI B KH3Hb. [[09TOMY OH, OIKYNIHUB
OJTHOTO M3 MPHUABOPHBIX MaroB, KOTOPBIM MMENI JOCTYN K KPYTy, Jajl €My
KOOpJIMHATBl TBOEro Mwupa. KoopauHatsl Bpome Obl COUTBI, SHEPrus
NOTPaY€Ha, TaK YTO NEPE] UMIEpParopoM HeOa TpeTuil mpuHIl ObLT YKHCT. A



TBOE€ MOSBJICHUE — Ka3aJIoCh Obl, YuCTas ciy4dailHOCThb. [lo kpaliHeil mepe,
MMEHHO TaK OH JOJOKHWJI CBOEMY MMIIEPATOPy. 3aTe€M IOCIIEIOBAI IIPUKA3 O
IIEPBOM ITOXUIIECHUH, Pa3PYLIEHUH KPyra, a IOTOM U TBOECU CMEPTH.

— Ho e oH B3su1 KoopInHAThI 3eMJIM? — 3a7aj1a 1 BONPOC, XMYPACH.

— B 1peBHeM CBUTKE, KOTOpBIA, MO €ro CJIoBaM, pa3pyLIUICA
IPAKTAYECKU Cpasy.

— W oTKyz1a OH B3sJICSI 3TOT CBUTOK?

— Tlo ero croBa, Halien B UMIIEPATOPCKOM OMOIMOTEKE, — UMIIEPATOP
Ka4HYJI TOJIOBOM. — YUMTHIBAs, YTO B T€O€ €CTh KPOBb JPAKOHOB, KOT/IAa-TO
HalllM TPEIKHA 3HaJu O TBoeM Mupe. Kpome TOoro, He mpocrto 3Hamu, a
ObIBasi TaM. BeposaTHO, gake >KUIIH.

S mokuBana, comamasch € MPEANONOKEHUSIMH wumieparopa. M B
CaMOM JieJie, OTKY/Aa-TO BEAb B MOEM MHUPE 3HaiIu O ApakoHax. K Tomy ke,
X M300pakeHus JOBOJIbHO peanucTuyHbie. Kakoil Obl He Obuia (haHTazus
YEJIOBEKA, HACTOJILKO TOYHO IEpeAars BHEIIHUU BUJI CYILIECTB, KOTOPBIE
HUKTO HHKOTZIA HE BHJEI JOBOJIBHO CIOXKHO. OCTaercsi TOJBKO OJHO —
JPaKOHbl JIEUCTBUTEIBHO KOTAA-TO KWW uiu ObiBanu Ha 3emuie. Jlronu
3alIOMHUAJIM UX M COXPAaHWIM U300pakeHUs, MepellaB MamsiTh O HHX
CHEAYIOIIUM ITOKOJICHUSIM.

Hrak, cyns no cinoBam Parmapa, Pupecap aeMCTBUTENBHO MOMAJICA
OTHEHHBIM JIpakoHaM. He aymaro, 4ro MHE CTOWT 3a0CTPSATh HA 3TOM
BHUMAaHHUE.

— bonplie Bcero MeHss celdac BOJIHYET TBOSI Marus, — CIIOBa
UMIIEpaTopa IPO3BYyYaId CJHWIIKOM HEOXKHUIAHHO. S HEMOHHMMAroIIEe
MOPIHYJa, NBITAACh MOHATH: 4YTO ATO sl TAaKOe cendac ycupimana. Mos
marusa? O yeM 310 OH?

— Marus? — cupocuna s TUX0, BOIIPOCUTENBHO s Ha Parnapa.

— Jla, — uMnieparop BHE3alHO BCTAJL.

A cnerka B3aporHyna U IpUXkajlach K CIIMHKE CTyJa chiibHee. He ckaxy,
YTO S OIlacajlaChb ATOI0 MYXKUKMHY, IPOCTO OH BBI3bIBAJ BO MHE CTOJIBKO
pa3HBIX YyBCTB, 4YTO sI TOJKOM HE 3HaJla, KaK MHE CTOUT Ha HEro
pearupoBarb. B ero npucyTcTBum s Bceraa Obuia HECKOJIBKO HaMpsiKEeHa.

— He nBuraiics, — monpocCui1 OH, IMOJOK/IS1 KO MHE.

BceraB psaoMm, OH NpOTAHYNI PYKU U TOJIOKWIJI NAJbIbl MHE HA IIEHO.
[IpukocHOBEeHHE HE HECJIO B cebe arpeccuu W cuibl. Ha mepBwIil B3msyg
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH MPOCTO PEIINI MOCIYIIATh MOH ITYJIbC.



Cmytunace. M3-3a O1M30CTH MMIEparopa W BOJHEHHUS, KOTOPOE HE
OTITyCKAJIO MEHS JJIUTEIIbHOE BPEMS, MOU IMyJIbC celyac sIBHO ObLJI HAMHOTO
BbIIIIE HOpMBI. B 111000M ciydae, s 3amepia, MBICJIEHHO YroBapuBasi CBOE
cepalle OUThCS YyTOUKY TUIe W MenjieHHee. [Ipu 3ToM s BceMu cuiiamu
cTapajiach He oOpaniarh BHUMaHUs Ha TEIUIbIC MaJbIIbl.

Cnycts mapy MHUHYT, UMIIEpaTOp ONYCTWJI PYKH, a s OOJErdYe€HHO
BBIJIOXHYJIA, TOCTAPABIIIUCH CENIATh 3TO KaKk MOXXHO MEHee 3aMeTHO. Parnap
MOCTOST PSIJIOM €111€ HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, @ TOTOM BEpHYJICS Ha3al.

S momHAna Ha HEro BONpoOCUTENbHBIM B3msLA. CioBa O Maruu
3anHTepecoBa MeHsa. Cpa3y ke BCIOMHIJICS MOMEHT, KOTJIa MOE€ TeJO
OKYTaJIO TEIJI0, HE JIaBIlIee MHE HACMEPTh 3aMEP3HYTh.

— Sapo npoOyxaeHo, — ckazan Parnap, nmpogomxasi CMOTpETh Ha MEHS
BCE TEM K€ BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IVIsiI0M. — HO TBOM 3HEpreTuyeckue KaHalbl
MOYTH MOJHOCTHIO 3a0UTHI.

— W 4em 3To MHE rpo3uT? — BCTPEBOKUIIACH S1.

CrmoBa  «IOYTH  MOJHOCTBIO  3a0UTHD»  3ByYalld  JIOBOJIBHO
HacTopaxkupatoie. [lycTh s MI0X0 COCTBHIKOBBIBAJA C€0sl U Marvio, HO HE
JKejanaa, 9To0bl BO MHE 4YTO-TO OBLJIO 3a0WUTO, MyCTh W Takas HE COBCEM
MOHSITHAS BEIllb, KAK SHEPTETUUYECKOE KaHAJIbI.

— DHeprusi, KOTOPYIO BbIpaOaThIBaeT SAPO, HUJET HE TOJIBKO Ha
BBITIOJIHEHUE BCEBO3MOXKHBIX 3aKJIMHAHWNA, HO U Ha TOJJCPKAHHUE Tea.
bnarogapst 5ToMy Mar MOXET TPOXKHUTh JIOJIbIIIE U PAHHSSI CTAPOCTh €My He
rpo3ut. M3-3a 3a0UTHIX KaHAJIOB YHEPTHUS TIJIOXO PACTIPEETSETCS TI0 TBOEMY
Teny. Slapo He paboTaeT B MOTHYIO MOIIb, BEIb SJHEPTUU HEKY/Ia 1eBaThCS.

—Yro ke nenarn?

— Yucrtures, — orBeTun umneparop. llpu 3TomM mpo3Bydano 3TO Tak,
CJIOBHO OH JIMYHO OyZI€T MPOYHUIIATh 3TH SHEPreTUYECKUE KaHAIIbI.

Hagsepnoe, MHe mipocTo mokazanoch. He Oyner ke oH yTpyxaaTh cebs
4eM-TO Mof00HbIM? JlyMaro, 4TO HET.

— A MOXHO HEMHOTO MHOJAPOOHOCTEW, — MOMpOCUiIa 5, MBITAsICh HE
oOpararh BHUMaHHUsI HA 3JIOBEIEE CIOBO «YUCTUTHY». [louemy-To OT Hero y
MEHSI BHYTPH BCE XOJIO/IEIIO.

— D10 Oyner OOJE3HEHHO, — YECTHO MPEAyINpearsl MEHS HMIEparop,
s ¢ okusianueM. M dero on xouet yBusieth? Moe Hexenanue?

— DTO MOHATHO, — sl IPUTVIYIIEHHO XMbIKHYJa. Hudero nHOro ot ciiosa
«UUCTUTH» 1 U HE okuaana. — Ho kak BbI 3TO OyzeTe nenarh?



— Jlyis Hauaja 4elioBeK ¢ 3a0UTHIMHU KaHajlaMU MPUHUMAET BaHHY CO
cmecbto TpaB. Korma ux nekapcTBeHHBIM 3(D@EeKT AOCTUTraeT Makcumyma,
JIPYrOM Mar HaIpaBisA€T B TEJIO MAIMEHTA CBOK SHEPTHUIO. YNPABISA €M, OH
MOCTENEHHO OUUIIIAET 3a0UThIE KaHAJIBI.

— W nns 4ero HYXHbI TpaBbl? — CHOPOCHUB, S 4YyTh HaxXMypHIIaCh,
MBITAsICh MPEACTaBUTh, KaK 3TO BCe OyneT BhIIAAETh. [loka Bce 3Byyasno He
TaK IUIOXO, KaK MHE Ka3ajloch. Bripouem, KTO 3HaeT, Kak Mo€ Telo OyaeT
pearupoBaTh Ha YY>KYIO SHEPTHIO.

— TpaBbl CMAT4alOT CTEHKU SHEPIETUUYECKUX KAHAJIOB. DTO MO3BOJSET
UM HEMHOro pacmupsatbcsi. Ho OOJBIIMHCTBO TpaB JEUCTBYET Kak
obe30onuBaroiiee. Bo BpeMst mpouunIiiieHus: KaHalloB Ha YEJIOBEKE HE JTOJIKHO
OBITh HUKAKWX 3aKJIMHAHWH, BKIIIOYAs TO, YTO yOUpaeT 00b. ITO MOXKET HE
IPOCTO MOMENIaTh, @ CUIIBHO HaBPEIUTh OOOUM.

— O, — g KUBHYIIa, OTBOJIA 3aAyMUMBbIN B3IVIsi. KaxkeTcs, nuMmneparop He
3ps cpaszy Hpeayrnpeaws MEeHs O TOM, 4To 3T0 Oyner Oone3HeHHo. Ckopee
BCEro, 00JIb IEUCTBUTEIBHO OYIET CUIIBHOM.

Bckope HaM nipuHecnu ykuH. By MbI B IIOJIHOW THUIIUHE. $I HECKOJIBKO
pa3 Opocana B3MJISLI Ha UMIIEpATOpa, HO CHPAIIMUBATH O YEM-JIMOO €llle He
pemnnachk. CIMIIKOM 33 yMUYUBbIM BbIDNIsiAen Parnap. B KoHIlE KOHIIOB, S U
cama Morpy3wiach B MbICIH O OyaymieM. [lbitanace mpeacTaButh, Ha 4TO
OyJeT IMoxoka Hallla COBMECTHas >XKW3Hb. Panbine, xorma si Obuta Oosee
MOJIOJJOM M HAuMBHOM, MHE Tpe3ujach HEKHash POMAHTHKA, MPOTYJIKUA IOJ]
JYHOH, Kapkue o0bsATUSs, 00KUTAIOIIAsl CTPACTh, CJIOBA O BEYHOU JIFOOBU, HO
s BBIPOCJIAa U CTaja HEMHOTO YMHEE.

BrionHe BO3MOXHO, YTO HUYEMY M3 TOTO, O YEM s KOT/Ia-TO MeyTaja, He
CYXJEHO BOIUIOTUThCA B peanbHOCTh. daHTa3zusi pucoBaja CKyYHbIN
00s13aTeNIbHBIA CEKC, HEOOXOAMMBIM TOJIBKO JIA POXKICHHS HACJICIHUKA,
MOJIYAJIMBbIE Y>KUHBI, HATAHYTbIe YIBIOKM Ha KaKuX-HHOyap Oanax,
HEUCKpPEHHUE, HO BEXIMBBIE CJIOBa, Oe3pa3inyue, XOJOIHOCTh U
OTUYXIECHHOCTbD.

Hactpoenue cpa3y ucnopTuiioch, HO, HABEPHOE, MHE TPEX KAJTOBATHCS.
MHorue 1011 He MOTYT MO3BOJIUTh ce0€ MOECTh HOPMAILHO UJIU OJEThCS B
KpacuByto ojexay. Crour BCcnOMHUTH Mol Mup. CKOIBKO ceMei
BBIHY)KJICHBl IOTHUTBCS B KPOXOTHBIX KBApTUpax, BMECT€ C JEThMHU,
poIUTENSIMU W TIPOYUMHU poJCTBeHHHMKamu. Ho 3To emie Oosnee—meHee
HOPMaJbHO. A €Clii MOJAyMaTh O T€X, KTO JKUBET B OOIICKUTHUSIX, TAEC OIHA
yOOpHasi Ha 3TaXX W AyIIeBble KaOMHBI OAHU Ha BcexX. Mim kyxns. Jlromu



BBIHY>KJIEHBI Pa00TaTh C yTpa 0 HOYM 3a KaJIKue Konerku. Ja u joma koro-
TO U3 HUX HE XKIET HUYEro xopouiero. HeyninBuTenbHO, 4YTO MHOTHME TTPOCTO
HE BBIIEPKUBAIOT U JomaroTcs. Jlaxke camas cuiibHasi JIFOOOBb MOXET CO
BPEMEHEM MOTYCKHETh, & TO U BOBCE IIPEBPATUTHCS B HEHABUCTD.

A cexkc...

S MenbkoM IIsiHyNIa Ha umneparopa. IIpaBna, moutu cpa3y yTKHyna B
TapeJIKy, IbITasACh HE JyMaTh HU O 4eM TakoM. ParHap Bcerja BBIVISIAUT Tak
X0JI0JIHO. [ OBOPST, UTO TaKue JIIOU CaMble TOpsiuMe B HocTenu. Tak i 310?

[Ipukycus ry0y, TpsXHyJa TOJIOBOM.

— Bce B mopsake? — TyT K€ CHPOCHII UMIIEPATOP, SIBHO 3aMETHUB MOE
CTPaHHOE MOBEICHUE.

OT 3ByKa €ro rojioca s Bcsi BCIIbIXHYJIA U TOPOIUIMBO KUBHYJIA.

— Bce xopomio, — npou3Hecaa s, He TOJIHUMas TJ1a3.

— B camom nene?

N nouemy oH cHOBa cnpammBaer? Sl 4yTh HaXMypWJiachb W MOJHSUIA
B3, Ha rybax wummeparopa Omykjgana Jerkas, MHOYTH TpU3padyHas
ynbiOka. OH Benb He yMeeT untarh mbiciu? He ymeer xxe? Het? Unu y mens
Ha Jii1e Bce HanucaHo? OX, BEpOSTHO, TaK U €CTh.

BuyTpu Bce CKpyTWIOCH B y3€Jd OT HPOIIMBIIETO BOJHEHUS, HO 4
nocrapaiach cAenarb BUJ, YTO HUYEro HE Mpoucxonut. PactpaBuB muieud,
yABIOHYJIACh ¥ UyTh KaHYJa TOJIOBOM.

— IIpocto BocromuHaHus, — IPOU3HECHA, HaOMIOaas 3a TeM, Kak e/iBa
yJIoBMMasi yiablOKa uMIlepaTopa OyKBajlbHO TaeT Ha IJla3ax, CMEHSSICh
MPUBBIYHBIM XOJIOZOM.

Kaxxercsi, MHE HE CTOMIIO ATOTO TOBOPUTh. CTEPEB YIIBIOKY, 51 OIyCTHIIA
TOJIOBY M MIPOJOJIKUJIA Y>KUHATH, COBEPIIEHHO HE YyBCTBYS IIPU 3TOM BKYyca.

Hamnpsbxkennas armocdepa Bckope mouTH paccesack. Cpaszy cralio
nerde naplmark. [lociie yxuHa g 3€BHYJA, IPUKPHIBAS POT JaAOHBIO. [[eHb
BBIJIAJICA BECbMA JUIMHHBIM U MOJHBIM TPEBOT, HEYAUBUTENBHO, YTO S yCTaJIA.

XoTenoch Obl MOMBITBCSA, HO BpSJ JIU KTO-TO 3aXBaTWwil C COOOW B
nopory BaHHy. ONIISIHYBILIKCH IO CTOPOHAM, YyTh HAXMYPHJIACh.

— U tae s Oyny cnare? — cupocuiia, epeBo/isl B3I ¢ €IMHCTBEHHON
KpOBaTH Ha UMIIEPATOPA.

— 3/1ech, — OTBETHJI OH, HAKHU/IbIBAsl HA TUICUH TsHKENbIN mian. — Ceidac
TeOe NMpUHECYT BOAbL. S BEpHYCh uepes vac.

51 3aTOpMOKEHO KMBHYIIA, HAOMIOAasl 32 TEM, KaK UMIIEPATOP BBIXOJIUTH
u3 nanarku. Yto 3Hauut, 3nech? [ne 310 3mecs? MOprHyB, s OCTOPOXKHO



nmocmMoTpena Ha kpoBarbk. Bot 3necs? To ectb, BMeCTE ¢ HUM?

CxaB TKaHb I00KH, 5 MPOIUIACH MO MAJaTKE U OCTAaHOBUJIACH OKOJIO
kpoBaru. IIpencraBuiia, kKak Mbl JIOKHMMCS BMECTE€ B OJHY KpOBarh...
BonHenue u He3HakoMoe BO30Y>K/IEHUE OTHEM MPOKATUIIOCh IO BeHaM. Pyku
cierka 3ajapoxanu. Ho mpu 3ToM GeccMepTHOE JTHOOONBITCTBO HEMEJIEHHO
BBITVISIHYJIO HApYXy, HarlOMHHasi COOOM XUTPYIO JIMCY, BHIHYBIIYIO HOC W3
HOPBI.

I'msiHyB B CTOpPOHY BBIXO/IA, I OCTOPOKHO ceyia Ha KpoBark. [locie aToro
4yTh HaJaBWia pyKamu, MpoBepss MATKocThb. [lotoM ymana Ha crnuny, a
CIyCTsI TIapy CEKyHJ| IMoBepHyJach HaOok. HaBepHoe, y MeHs pa3mpirpaioch
BOOOpakeHHUE, HO, Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO MEHS YKYTBHIBAET 3alax UMIIEpaTropa.

— l'ocnoxka? — HOHECIOCH ¢ YIIHIBI.

Sl HeMeIUIeHHO BCKOYMIJa, MOMpaBisAs Ha cede OAEXKAYy U BOJOCHL
YIOCTOBEPUBIINCH, YTO BBINIHKY NPUIMYHO, MPOYKUCTUIA THUXO TOPJIO M
pasperniia BOUTH.

Okazasioch, BaHHY JIFOIM MMIIEpATOpPA BCE-TAKU OTKYHNA-TO B3SIU. AX
J1a, OH BEIb T'OBOPUJI YTO-TO O MPOCTPAHCTBE, B KOTOPOM OHHU MHEPEHOCST
BEILIN.

Banna npencrapisina co0oit OOJbIIyIO MPOJOJTOBaTyIO JioXaHb. OHa
OblIa HamoJHEHa ropsyeld BOMOM. MyKYMHBI BHECIM €€ B MaJIaTKy H
MOCTaBUJIU MMOCEPEANHE.

— 31ech Bce HEOOXOAMMOE, — MPOU3HEC OJIMH U3 HUX, CTaBS PSIIOM C
BaHHOW BEApPO, B KOTOPOM MOKHO OBLIO YBHJETh KAKHE-TO MEIIOYKUA M
0aHouku. [[pyroil mpoTsHYJA MHE MYIIKCTOE MOJIOTEHIIE.

Emie nBoe BHECTM HEOOJBIION CYHAYK.

— 31ech oAexaa, TOCIoXKa.

ITociie 3TOro My>K4uMHBI TOPOIUIMBO BBIIUIM U3 Manarku. [Ipu stom s
3aMEeTUJIa, YTO OHHU CTAPAJIUCh HE CMOTPETH B MOIO CTOPOHY.

B3noxHyB, mnOpuHsAIach paccMaTpuBaTh BEIIM, HaXOASAIIUMECS B
JEPEBSIHHOM BeJipe. MEIIOUKHU € CYIIEHBIMU XOPOILIO MaXHYIIUMHU JIUCThIMHU,
0aHOYKH C MBLJIOM B BUJIE KpEMa, JOBOJIbHO MATKasi MOYaJKa U KOBIII.

[TepentoxaB Bce OaHOUYKH, 51 BbIOpasia Ty, 3amaX KOTOPOW HPABUJICS MHE
6ombiie Beero. Jluctes Tporath He ctana. B Oymymiem mompooOytro. [TomHs,
yt0o Parnap BepHercs uepes uac, s ObICTPO paszenach u 3a0pajach B BAHHY.

3aKoHUYMB, TIIATEILHO BBITEPJIACh, a IIOTOM OOEpHYyJa TOJOBY
nonoreHueM. HageBars Trps3Hy0 OJI€KAY HE XOTEJNOCh. Sl B ouepenHou pas



MOAMBUJIACH NIPEAYCMOTPUTENBHOCTH UMIieparopa. CTOMI0 MHE 3aCTETHYTh
MOCIIETHIO0 MMYTOBUYKY, KaK BEpHYJcs Parnap.

A HemHoro Hanpsmack. A nocrydarsca? Mnu oH cnenuanbHO?

Boiias, oH Ha MUT OCTaHOBWJICS, a MOTOM OIJIAZIENI MEHs, 3aJeprKaB
B3IVISJI Ha rojioBe. S cierka CMyTHJIACh, BCIIOMHUB, YTO HE YyCHENa CHATH
MOJIOTEHIIE M BBICYLIUTH BOJIOCHL. HeMenneHHO cramuB €ro, najibliaMu
pacripaBujia MOKpbIE€ BOJIOCHI, TIOKaJIeB O TOM, YTO BOOOIIE pelInjiach UX
MBITh Ha HOYb. 3aBTpa Oyqy Kak KHKUMOpa.

— He cnemu, — npousHec umneparop. — S moaHsIa Ha HETO B3MVIAI, C
YIUBJIEHUEM TOHUMAs, YTO OH CTOUT PSJOM, Jep)Ka B pykax rpedeHb. — S
MOMOTY, — CKa3aJl OH, BBIXKU/IAIOIIE TVIS/I1 HA MEHSI.

A d4yThb 3aTOPMOKEHO KHUBHYJA, OIyCKas pPyKd U MEAJICHHO
noBopaunBasg K Parnmapy cnmuoi. OT mepBOro mpUKOCHOBEHHUS S CIIETKA
B3POTHYJIA, a ITOTOM IPOCTO MPUKPBUIA I71a3a U HNOTPY3WIACH B IPUATHBIC
omymeHus. VMmmnepatop IEWCTBOBAI MEMJIEHHO, pacdechiBas NpsSap 3a
npsaapto. Kazanoce, OH HUKyZa HE CHEIMI H JaXE HACIAKIAICS
NpoUCXOAsSMM. S enBa HE MypJIbIKAJIA, MOJABISISL PBABLIMECS HAPYKY
CTOHBI YIOBOJIbCTBUS.

Panbiie penko KTo BO3Wics C MOUMMH Bosiocamu. S1 U 3a0buia,
HACKOJIBKO 3TO MOXET OBbITh MPUSTHBIM.

— Bce.

I'onoc umneparopa BeIAEPHYT MEHsI U3 MHUpa OnaxeHCTBa. B3oxHyB, s
MOBEPHYNACh.

— Cmmacu6o, — moOmarosapuia, He 3Has, YTO €II1e CKa3aTh.

Parnap Ha 3TO KHMBHYJ, a MOTOM IPUHSJICS pa3laeBarbCs. Sl yaAuBIECHHO
MOPTHYJa, a TOTOM HaXMypHJIack. YTO 3TO OH Takoe Aenaet?

CkunyB 1utam, Parnap npuHsics 3a OCTallbHYRO ofexAy. Sl He 3Hana,
KyZla I€Th B3IIS.

— B-Bame BenmnuecTBO? — cOpocuia TUXO, DIAAS Ha HErO
HETIOHUMAOIIE.

— Yto? — 3aman OH BOMpOC M OTollen K BaHHe. — S coOuparoch
MTOMBITBCS.

S oTKpbLIa POT, HO B I'OJIOBE TECHUIOCH HECKOJIBKO BOIPOCOB, TOATOMY
s HE cpa3y BbIOpaia, ¢ Kakoro Haudarb. [lombiThecsi? ¥V MeHs Ha miazax? B
BOJI€, B KOTOPOH €I11€ HEIABHO MbLIACh 517

[TocnegHuii BOIPOC MOYEMY-TO TIOKA3aJCsl MHE CaMbIM BayKHbBIM,
MIOATOMY 51 BBIOpaJia UMEHHO €T0.



— Ee 3amenunn, — orBeTun Parnap, cHumas pyoaiiky.

S 3acTeuta Ha Mecre. HaBepHOE, MHE CTOWJIO OTBEPHYTBHCS, HO A HE
cpa3y coobpazuina. U Tonbko mocie Toro, Kak Msrkasi TKaHb yraja Ha 1o, s
OYHYJIACh M PE3KO Pa3BEpHYJIACh, €1Ba He ynaB. C3aau MOCIbIIAICA TUXUAN
XMBIK.

OH cnenaiabHO?

[TomxkaB ry0Obl, momONUIA K KPOBAaTH M cejla CIOMHOM K UMIIEpaTopy.
CrouT mpuU3HATHCS, YBUJIEHHOE OYEHb MHE MOHpaBwioch. M s Obl He
OTKa3aJjiach IJISHYTH e111e, HO 00I0Ch, UTO HEJIOBKOCTh MOMPOCTY YObET MEHS.

He xenas cuaeth mpocTO Tak, s MPUHSAJIACH BCTPSXUBATH MalbllaMU
BOJIOCHI, HAJIEACh, YTO TaK OHU BBICOXHYT ObICcTpee. OT KaXKJI0ro BCILIECKA, S
Ha CEKyHAy 3aMupasa, a IOTOM MPOAOJIKaJa Jajblie.

— TsI HE MOMOXENTH MHE?

OnycTuB MEIUIEHHO PYKH, S BBIIPSIMUJIA CIOMHY M 3aCTbUIa CTaTyeu.
[Tomoub? To ecTh, BOT ceiluac MHE MPUAETCA 00EPHYTHCA, OJIONTH K HEMY
U YBUJIETh €r0 0OHAXKEHHOE TEJO?

[Touemy ObI 1 HET?

Bcras, s pa3BepHynach U C JIETKOU YJIbIOKOM MOJI01ILIa K UMIIEPATODPY.

— CnuHy norepers? — CIPOCUIIa, CTapasiCh CMOTPETH TOJBKO B TEMHBIE
n1a3za Parnapa.

NmMneparop KuUBHYN U TMOAQJICS HEMHOTO Brepen. S, CIOBHO poOoT,
HAKJIOHWJIACh K BEJAPY, 3a4epIHy/Ia U3 O0aHOYKM MBUIO, pa3maszajia €ro Io
Mouajike, a 1notoM 3anuia Parnapy 3a cnuHy. OnyCTUMBIIMCH Ha KOJIEHH,
B3VIIHYJIAa HA IIMPOKUE TIUIEYM M HEBOJBHO 3aJ€pKajla Ha IVaJKoOu
MPUTATATEIbHOW KOXKE B3IAA. [IpOTAHYB pyKy, NPHUKOCHYJAachb K HEH
MOYAJIKOM U MPHUHAJIACH CTapaTesbHO TepeTh. [Ipu 3ToM s ¢ J1F0O0MBITCTBOM
OCMaTrpuBaia BCE, 10 YETO JOTITUBAJICA B3I,

Korma g momma no tanuu, UMnepaTtop HEOXKUJIAHHO MOJIOKHUI PYKH Ha
OOpPTUKH, a TTOTOM MOIMPOCTY MOAHSIICS BO BECh POCT. Sl B KOTOPHIM pa3 3a
CEroJiHs 3aCThLa.

— Tak ynoOHee? — cripocuI OH.

S 3axJtonHyINa pOT ¥ KUBHYJA.

Barsin cam o cebe cMeCTHIICS CO CIIMHBI, OKa3aBIIMCh Ha STOUIAX.
TpsixHyB TOJOBOHM, s BCTalla M MOCTapajach CAelarb BHJ, YTO HHUYETO
HEOOBIYHOTO HE TMPOUCXOMIUT. XOTS, CTOMUT NpPH3HATH, CEPJIILE B TPyIU
KOJIOTUJIOCH CJIMIIKOM CHJIBHO.



[IIupokue ey, KpacuBas CIMHA, TOHKAs Talldsl — BCE 3TO BBI3BIBAJIO
3y0 Ha KOHYMKAX MaJiblieB. XOTEIOCh MPUKOCHYTHCS PYKOH K BIIAXKHOM KOXKE,
OLLYTUTH €€ Xap U MIAJIKOCTh, HO 51 HE MTO3BOJIMIA CEOE JIUIITHETO.

NHuTepecHo, 3aueM OH Ha CaMOM Jielie BCTaI? XOTell CMYTUTh MEHS WIIH
MIPOCTO HE BUAMUT B 3TOM HUUero takoro? He ynusmitocs, ecinu Tak u ectb. OH
B€Jlb, HABEPHOE, MIPUBBIK, YTO €My OMOTAIOT BHIMBITHCS.

Haxmypunace.

[IpencraBuna, 4YTO paHblIe €My B 3TOM IOMOTAIM TOXOTJWBBIE
cinykaHkd. I[lepenl BHYTpEHHUM B3IVISIIOM TakK M BO3HUKIIA CIIEHA MBIThS.
[[TanoBnuBbIle pykH, (HPUBOILHBIN CMEX, MOKpas OJeXkaa, BO30YKICHHBIN
B3IVISI/T UMIIEPATOPa, HAMPABJICHHBIN HA CTPEJIAIOLIMX IV1a3aMU JICBUIL.

OT nomo0OHOM KapTUHBI s1 HEBOJIBHO MOJKaa ryObl U apanHyyia CIHHY
HOI'TEM, MOCJE 3TOr0 3aMEPEB B OXKHUJAHWUMW. ParHap HMKak Ha 3TOT HE
OTpearupoBas, CIOBHO HE MOYYBCTBOBAB. PaccnaOuBIINCh, MPOIOJIKUIIA.

3aKOHYMB CO CIIMHOM, OTOIIA HA IIar U OTBEPHYJIACH.

— Bcé, — npounsHecna s, CcMUHas MOYAJIKy B pyKax.

—Bcé? — B ronoce Parnapa caslmanocs Jierkoe yausieHue. OH Belb HE
JyMaJl, 4TO 5 CTaHy MbBITh €ro MoJHOCThi0? — XM. Xopomo. Cmacubo, —
nobarogapuil OH, a MOTOM MPOTSHYJ PYKY B CTOPOHY.

A TyT Ke chenana miar BIEpPE M BIOXKWIA MOYAJIKy €My B PYKY.
[ToxonebaBmiich HeMHOTro, obolula €ro W BepHyJdach K KpoBatu. Cena,
MPOJIOJKasl CYIIUTh YK€ HEMHOTO MOJICOXIITNE Ha KOHIaxX BoJIOCHL. [Ipu 3TOM
s HEBOJILHO BCIIOMHMHAJA TO, YTO HE TaK JABHO yBHJEJA.

Jymaro, B JaJbHEWIIEM €My MNOPUAECTCA OTKa3arbCsi OT MOMOIIH
Cy>KaHOK. [lycTh yuuTcst MBITBCS cam!

JlanpHelmue nATHaAUaTh MUHYT ObUTM HAMOJIHEHbI BCIUIECKAMU BOIBI,
HIOPOXOM M MOMM HEJNOBKUM MoayaHueMm. Korga Parnap 3akoHumi co cBoum
BEYEPHUM OMOBEHHEM, 51 B3IOXHYJA C O0JIETYCHUEM.

Bonocet mouru Beicoxnu. [loHumas, 4YTO 3TOrO BCE€ PaBHO
HEJOCTATOYHO, s 3aIlliejla MX B KOCYy M YyCIOKomiach. Brpouem, korma
KpOBaTh C3aJAy NPOTHYJNAch IOJ BECOM HMIIEpATOpa, S ONIYTHJA, KakK
BEPHYJIOCH JIETKOE BOJIHEHUE.

— ThI coOupaenbcs crarh oAeTon? — cupocui Paruap.

BcTag, s cHsia BEpXHIOIO OICKy U 00yBb, a TIOTOM OBICTPO 3a0pajiach
IO OJESZI0 M HAKPBIBASICH MOYTH C TOJIOBOM. XOpOIIO, YTO KpOBaTh
OombIasi. Mbl MOXKEM CTIOKOWHO CITaTh BCIO HOYb M JaKe HE KOCHYThCS JIPYT

Apyra.



Nmnepatop CHOBa XMBIKHYJI W B3MaxHyl pykod. CBET B MaliaTKe
MOMEHTAJIBHO I10Trac, MOTPY3UB BCE B TEMHOTY.

— CnokoitHO HOYH, — TOPOILJIMBO MOXKETaja s, yCTpauBasich yjoOHee.

— Jla. Tebe Toxe, — oTBeTHI Paruap.

3akphIB I71a3a, 1 TUXO B3H0xHYyJa. CrycTd mapy MUHYT T€JIO0 HEMHOIO
pacciabuiioch.

Nmnepatop npou3BOAMI BIIEUATIEHUE YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIM HE CTaHET
TepHeTh MOCTOPOHHETO B CBOEH KpoBaTH. 51 ObI COBEPIIIEHHO HE YIUBWIACH,
eciau Obl OH MpUKa3all MOCTAaBUTH JJII MEHS elle OaHy mnanartky. Mnm, Ha
KpalHHM Clly4yal, BTUCHYTh CIOJIa €IIE OJIHY KPOBAaTh.

HeoxugaHHO s TOHsJIa, 4YTO CETOJHS BEUEPOM HMIEpaTop ObuI
JIOBOJILHO MATOK. M BBIpakanochk 3TO HE TOJIBKO B CJIOBAaxX W JACHUCTBUSAX, HO
€le U B TOM, YTO OH CJIOBHO INPUNIYIIWJ CBOK TKEIYIO aypy. S Benb
XOpOIIO MOMHIO, HACKOJIBKO CHJIBHOE BCErJa OT HEr0 MCXOAUT OIIYIICHUE
npucyTcTBusa. OOBIYHO OHO TaKOE NABSIIEE, OCTPOE, HO CETOJHS HUYEro
TaKOro He ObLIO.

CHoBa BCITOMHWJIACh HEIABHSAS CLIEHA. S TYyT ’K€ MOMNBITAIACH POTHAThH
€e, HO OHa YIOpPHO Jie3na B MbIciau. llepen mmazamu BO3HMKIIA HIMPOKAs
CIIMHA, TOHKAs TaJusg U YETKO OYEPUYEHHbIC SATOAULBI. U 3TOT YEOBEK JIEKUT
coBceM psiioM. Hy>KHO TONBKO IPOTAHYTH PYKY.

Crano xapko. B3noxnys. [loep3ana Ha MecTe, a TOTOM MEPEBEPHYIIACH
Ha YKUBOT, 3apbIBAACH JIUIOM B noAyiiky. He nymars. He qymars.

[lynecupyromuii >xap oOXBaTuid HHU3 >KKMBOTA. S mpukycuna ryoy,
CTapasch HUYEM HE BBIJATh CBOETO COCTOSHUSI. XOTEIOCh... YTEIIECHUS, HO,
€CTECTBEHHO, S HUYETO HE MOIJIa CAENaTh, TaK KaK MPEKPACHO MOMHUIIA, YTO
UMIIEPATOP BCE €IIE PSIAOM.

BnezanHoe Bo30ykaeHrEe MOKMHYAa MeHsI Heckopo. K Tomy MoMeHTY s
BCs u3BepTenach. [IpaBma, crapanack nenarb 3TO OCTOPOXKHO. MHe Obl He
XOTEJI0Ch, YTOOBI MMIIEPATOP, PA303JIUBIINCH, BHIKUHYJ MEHS HOUEBATh Ha
VJIULLY.

Bce 310 BpeMs g 4yTKO mpUCIyLInBalach K Apyrom CTopoHe, Ho Parnap
nexan tuxo. Kazanocw, Oyaro oH cpa3y ycHyld. OTbickaB Oojiee—MeHee
yI00HYIO 103y, 5 TOCTapajach HA O Y€M HE TyMaTh.

TspkecTh HakaTbiBasa BoiHaMU. OOBIUHO 51 3aChINAl0 TakK, YTO caMa He
3aMeuar, HO cerogHss Bce Obuto mo-gpyroMmy. Co3maBaioch Takoe
BIIEUATIICHUE, Oy/ITO TEJO IeneHeeT. Sl oTcTpaHeHHO Haboana 3a ATUM, a
MOTOM BCE-TAKH YCHYJIA.



CHuuch MHE yIpyrue XOJIMbI, IO KOTOPBIM 51 Kyfa-To Oexana. Mexay
XO0JIMaMU BUJIUCh NIEHHBIE PYYEUKH, a B BO3yX€ IUIaBaIN JIJTMHHBIE MOKpbIE
BOJIOCHl. BpemeHaMu OHM CKpyYMBAJIWCh B IIapbl U M3 HUX Ha MEHS
CMOTpEJIM BHUMaTelbHbIE cephie masa. [locrenenHo, yoeras Bce Jajiblie, s
olmlymiana, Kak TeMmIeparypa TMOJAHUMAaeTca. XOJIMbl  IpuoOpenu
KPaCHOBATBIM OTTEHOK. BOJOCHI MIaBUIIUCh, CTEKasi YEPHOM MAacCOM MPsIMO B
JIaBOBBIE PYYbHU.

3aabIXasch OT JKaphl, sl Pe3KO MpocHylach. CHavana xoTejla OTKUHYTh
OJIesJIO, HO TIOYTH Cpa3y 3acThblla, MOHMUMAs, YTO YTO-TO HE Tak. Mos
MOJAYyIlKa BHE3aMHO cTajna >kuBord. OHa MEpPHO MOJAHUMAJIACh M OMYCKaJach.
A eme OHa craja HEMHOIO ’KECTKOM M CIIMIIKOM ropsiuei. Kpome Toro Ha
TaJIMM OIIYIIAJIACh TOTOJHUTENIbHAS TAKECTh.

OTKpBIB OCTOPOKHO TIJ1a3a, s MOHsJA, YTO HOYBID KaKUM-TO OOpa3oM
npuXxainach K umieparopy. M He mpocTo mpuxkanach, a MOYTH 3arojizjia Ha
Hero. MIMeHHO moaTOMYy s celdac Jiekajaa y HEro Ha IPyAu, CIIOKOMHO
oOHMMas ero, CJIOBHO Tak W HajJ0. Bopouewm, cyas o Tomy, rie HaxoAguiach
pyka Parnapa, TOT BoBce He ObUT MPOTUB MOETO MPOU3BOJIA.

[IpucnymaBmuce K CIOKOWHOMY JAbIXaHWIO, S BbLIOXHYNA. CHur,
Otnuyno! OcTanoch TONBKO BBIOPATHCS M3 3aXBaTa HE3aMETHO, U HUKTO HU
O YEM HE y3HAET.

Crousnio MHE MOIIEBENIUTHCS, KaK XBaTka Ha TallUM cTaja cujbHee. S
3amepiia, nepexuaas. Kak Toinpko oOBATHS HEMHOTO OCIa0iu, IOIBITAIACh
enle pas.

— TbI Kyna-to coOpanach? — MOCIBIIAICS XPUILIBIA 1 HEMHOTO COHHBIN
TOJIOC CBEPXY.

S B3mporHyna v 3amepia, OLlylias ce0sl MBIIIbIO, 3aCThIBILIECH Mepen
nacTbio yaBa. OTMepeB, HEJTOBKO IToep3ana.

— Her, mpocro xapxko, — orBeTriia yectHo. Hy, moutu 4ecTHo.

Mue peiictButenbHO ObUIOo  xapko. Kazanoch, Temmeparypa
MMIIEpaTopa rpaayCcoB Ha IATh BbIIIE HOPMBI.

Parnap, ycnpiiiaB Mou C0Ba, HA KOPOTKUI MUT 3amep, a IOTOM OyJTO
HEXOTs OTHYCTWI MeHs. Ilpudem mepen 3TUM €ro JaJoHb IPOULIACH II0
CIIMHE, 3aCTABUB MEHS YyTh BBITHYTHCS OT 3TOTO MPUKOCHOBEHHUS.

OTKaTHUBIIKCH B CTOPOHY, 5 3aBEPHYJIACh B OJIEAJIO U CEJIa HA KPOBATH.
Ckonbko ceriyac BpeMmeHH? Ilocne mepeKuTtoro MHE COBCEM HE XOTENIOCH
CIIaTh.



— Eme pano, — Oyaro noxaciyniaB Moy MbIcu, ipou3nec Parnap. — J[Ba
yaca JI0 paccBeTa.

VYeapimas 370, 5 Jenia ooparHo. MHe Ka3anoch, YTO S HE yCHY, Oymy
OCTAaBILIKECS YaChl CMOTPETH B MOTOJIOK U KJIaTh, MOKA MPUAET BpEeMsi, HO, K
MOEMY YAUBJICHUIO, YCHYJIA TIOUYTH Cpasy.

[IpocHynack s OT OuUIyIIEHUS 4yX0ro B3misana. OTKpbIBaTh IJla3a HE
XOTEJIOCh, Kak Mpockinmarbes. Ho KTo-To cMoTpen Tak Ha30MIMBO, 4YTO
COHJIMBOCTh TIOJI 3TUM B3DJSIIOM Hadaja MEUICHHO ucTamBaTh. CepauTto
HAaXMYyPHBIIUCH, s OTKpPbUIA TJla3a U Cpa3y HATKHYJIAch Ha B3MIAM CEPBIX
ras.

Nmnepatop nexan Ha Ooky. COrHyB pyKy B JIOKTE, OH OMNHUpajiCs
rOJOBOM Ha JIaJJOHb, BHUMATEJIbHO NPHU 3TOM DA Ha MeHA. W HescHo
ObLJIO, KakWe SMOIMU OH HCHBITHIBAET B ATOT MOMEHT. (CHauala MHeE
MOKa3aJ0Ch, YTO CEPhI JieJ Kak OOBIYHO Oe3pa3ivyueH, HO BHE3AHO s
ce0st 3aMeTHIIa Ha ITyOrHE NPUTAUBLIMNCS UHTEPEC.

— JHobpoe yTpo, — mpous3HEcHa, HaJesICh, YTO BBINISKY BIIOJIHE
MPUWINYHO.

OOBIYHO YTPOM 5 MPOU3BOXKY TAKOE BIIEYATIICHUE, CJIOBHO KTO-TO J0OJITO
U BIYMYUBO BO3WJ MEHS TOJIOBOM MO ceHy. B3jgoxmaueHHBIE BOJIOCHI,
CY)KEHHBIE TJIa3a, YyTh IIOKPACHEBINAsl KOXa, 4YacTO «yKpalleHHasD»
JUHUSMH, OCTABICHHBIMU OT MOYIIKH.

BcnomHMB, 9TO BUepa ¢ Beuepa 3aruielsia Kocy, s HOMHOTO yCTIOKOUJIACh.
Hy, XxoTs ObI Ha TOJIOBE y MEHS celuac JOJDKEH OBITh MOPSIOK.

BarnsinyB Ha uMIieparopa, st CBUHYJIa OpoBH K mepeHocuiie. BoT Kto ¢
yTpa BBIISIAUT Tak, OyATO M HE JOXWiIcS. EMy MOXHO ObUIO MPSAMO TaK
untd U ¢otorpadupoBarbcs Ha OOJOXKKY MOJHOIO KypHana. Jlerkas
paccnabiieHHOCTh NpujiaBasia eMy eile oompiie mapma. [Ipsamo 3aBusiHO.

3aBTpak npouen B Monuanuu. Kak s yxe nousna, Parnap He camblit
pPa3roBOPUYUBBHIN YEIOBEK. A s TOKA HE 3HAJa, O 4eM TroBOpUTh. [louemy-To
MHE Ka3aJi0Ch, YTO €My OyJIeT He MHTEPECHO CIYIIATh O MOUX MBICIISX.

TakuM TemMIIOM Mbl MPOABUTAIUCH Mapy JIHEH. Bech neHb jerenu,
WHOTJIAa MPU3EMJIISIACH NIl OoTAbIXa. [Ipu 3TOM s olymiana, 4To OCTaHOBKU
MBI JIeJIaéM TOJIbKO pajii MOUX MOTpeOHOoCTel. Beuepom BcTaBaiu jarepem.
S HeM3MEeHHO HOUYeBaJIa B TaJlaTKe UMIIEPATOPA, KaXkKA0€ YTPO MPOCHINAsCh B
€ro OOBITHUSX.

Korga mbl mpubsuin B 3aMOK, To Parnap mpukaszan mocCenuTh MEHS
PSZIOM C €ro TOKOSIMH. XOPOIIIO XOTh HE B e€ro komHarax. Iloka emie si He



TOTOBA K MOJI00HOM OJM30CTH.

PamoBanack s 10 TOro MOMEHTa, Kak OOHapyXuia JIBEpb,
COCAMHSAIONYIO HAIIM IOKOU. /[BEpp HE MMela 3aMKa HU C TOW, HUA C APYroun
CTOpOHBI. MHE 0CTaBajoCh JIUIb HAJEATHCS, YTO UMIIepaTop OyAeT CTydarhb
IIPE¥KJIE, YEM BOUTH.

Hanexxna Mos ucniapuiiach B TOT ke Bedep. S Kak pa3 rOTOBUIIACH KO
CHY, KOIJla JIBEpb OTKpbLIACh, U B MO KOMHary Boiuen Parnap. Xmypo
[JISIHYB Ha HETO, sl KaYHYJ1a TOJI0BOM.

— MHe HeJIOBKO TOBOPUTH BaM, — Havasa s, peIirB, YTO CTOUT OOCYIUTh
ATOT MOMEHT, — HO MHE OBl HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI BhI BOT TaK BPHIBAJIUCH B
MOHU MOKOH.

Bwmecto Bompoca, Parnap B3iepHY/I BONPOCUTEIHHO OPOBH, MOOYXKIast
JaTh €EMY Pa3BEPHYTHIN OTBET.

— Ilokou — 3TO NMUHAast TeppUTOpUsL. Mano u, 4em s 3aHsiTa B TOT WU
nHOM MoMeHT. Eciu st Oyny 3HaTh, 4TO BBl MOXKETE BOMTH B JI000€ BpeMsl, TO
He Oyay omrymiaTh ceds pacciabieHHOM U CBOOOTHOM, — MOSCHUIA 51, CMOTPS
Ha MUMIEpaTopa MPSAMbIM U CEPbE3HBIM B3MISAOM. BO3MOXKHO, MOTOM, KOraa
MBI CTaHeM Oosiee ONMM3KH, s HEe Oylay C HaAIpPsSKEHHOCTBIO OXKHJATh €ro
MOSIBJICHHSL.

[Tornsanes Ha nBEpb, UMIIEPATOP HA KOPOTKUI MUT O YEM-TO 33 TyMaJICS.

— S Oymy crydarb, — mooOemian OH CHYyCTs HEKoTopoe Bpems. S
OmarogapHo KMBHYJA. XOPOIIO XOTh TaK. — 3aBTpa Mbl HAYHEM OYHIIEHUE
SHEPreTUUYECKUX KaHAIOB, — MPEeAYNpeani oH. — TpaBbl yKe IPUTOTOBUIIU.

— OT MeHs 4yTO-TO Tpedyercsi? — AENOBUTO CIPOCHIIA 5, CTapascCh HE
3aMeuarb, KaK UMIEPaTop CKUIBIBAET BEPXHIOW oaexay. OH, 4yTo, pemui y
MEHS HOYEBarTh?!

— Tonpko TBOE NIPUCYTCTBUE, — OTBETWI ParHap, IOJIHOCTBIO
pazolayasich U 3a0UpasiCh MOJT OJIESLIIO.

Cyns o BceMmy, MMEHHO 3TO OH U COOUpaeTCs JeaTh!

FEXOTCTYIIIeHHE ™ **

HakpsiBmmcs opesiioMm, Parnap moBepHyscss HaOOK M 3aKpbuUl IJia3a,
BCEM CBOUM BHJIOM JlaBas MOHSITh, YTO OH B JIIOOOH MOMEHT TOTOB OTOMTH KO
cHy. Huka 3acTpuia okoio KpoBatu 1no3aaud Hero. OHa mepectynuiia ¢ HOTH
Ha HOT'Y, SIBHO HE 3Has, YTO €M JeaTh.

Nwmneparop oOpatuicsi B ClyX, OTCIAEXKHBAas MaJjeHIIMid IMIOpOX,
ucxonsimuii or Huku. EMy Obu10 MHTEpecHO 3a Hel Habmomars. [lonagamy
3Ta JAEBYyIIKa e€ro pasapaxaina. OHa Kkazanach eMy IIIyMHOW U HEBBIHOCHUMOM,



HO 4YyThb MO3XE OH OCO3HAJ, YTO €ro OTHOLICHHE K HEW HE COBCEM
cipaBeyinBo. OH MPOCTO OB paCCEPIKEH.

Parnap He n100ui1, Korja B €ro IiaHbl PyLIaTcs W3-3a Yero-To Uiu KOro-
T0. OH BbIOpaNl cebe Oyaylryro >KeHY, HO M3-3a BCEro MpPOM3OIIEIIIET0, €€
MecTo 3aHsina Huka. KoHeduHO, €ro 37amio 3To, M MOHAYaldy OH HCKPEHHE
CUMTAJI, YTO 3JIOCTh BBI3bIBAET UMEHHO JieBa. EMy moHamo0mioch HEKOTopoe
BpeMsi, UTOOBI MOHATH, UTO BCE COBCEM HE Tak. Ero 31uio To, 4To €ro ruiaHsl
pyxHyiu. M THEB 3TOT BCKOpE MEepeHanpaBUICs HA UCTUHHBIX BUHOBHUKOB.

[Tocne Toro, kak Bce, KTO ObUI MPUYACTEH, MOHECIN HaKa3aHue, Parnap
OIIyTUJ] ceOsi crmokoiHee. PasmpaxkeHue OTCTYynmWwio, W OH CMOT Oolee
BHUMATEJIbHO M CIIOKOMHO MOCMOTPETh Ha Ty, KTO BCKOPE CTAHET €ro
CITyTHULIEU KU3HU.

Korga oH BcTperun ee B 3aMKe HEOECHOTO HMMIEPATOpPA, TO CIOBHO
3aHOBO yBHJen. OHa Ka3ajnach TaKOWM PACTEPSHHOW M HEBUHHOM, YTO BCE
BHYTPH UMIIEpaTOpa APOTHYJIO.

B ToT nensb, paccekas KpbUIbSIMHA BO3AYyX, OH MHOTO AyMal O TOM, Kak
Jajblie BecTu cebs ¢ Oyayuieil xeHoil. B uTore mpuiien K BbIBOAY, YTO
HUYEro MeHATh He cTaHeT. KoHeuHo, xapakrep Huku OblUT HE TakuM, Kakou
UMIIepaTop JKejal BHUJIETh y CBoed keHbl. [lomBuxkHas, Oolikasi,
JT00OMBITHASI, OHA HANOMUHAJIA MAaJICHBKOTO >KHU3HEPAJOCTHOTO KOTEHKA,
KOTOPBIN CYeT CBOM KPOXOTHBINH HOCHK B JIFOOYIO IIEITb.

EMy Bcerna HpaBUIIMCH CIIOKOMHBIE M KPOTKUE KEHIIWHBI, HO B TOT
MOMEHT OH BHE3aITHO OCO3HAJI, UTO, HECMOTPS Ha Takoi xapakrep, Huka Bce
paBHO HpaBUTCA eMy. M HpaBUTCS HMEHHO CBOMUM TEMIIEPAMEHTOM.
HeckosbKko CTpaHHO M HEJTOTMYHO, HO BOT TaK.

Bce nns cebs pemmB, Parnap Hawan naeiictBoBath. EMy XoTenoch,
YTOOBI MEXAY HUM U XKEHOM He ObUIO HHUKAaKUX CTEH, a IJIsi 3TOro emy
HE00X0AMMO OBUIO clenaTh Bce BO3MOXHOE, yToObl Hrka uyyBcTBOBasa ceost
PSAZIOM C HUM B O€30IMaCHOCTH.

Ha Bcem myTu Hazag oH cTapayicsi ObITh KaKk MOXHO OlMXe K Heil.
CoycTst Kakoe-TO BpeMsl OH BHE3AaHO OCO3Haj, YTO MOMAJ B CBOK XK€
JoByHIKy. Uem J[onbllle OH HAXOAWJICS PSIOM C HE, TeM OojbIle eMmy
XOTEJOCh.

OH He ObUT 3aTBOPHUKOM. B ero Ku3HM CIydanuch KEHIIUHBI, HO HU C
OJTHOM W3 HUX OH HE CMaJl B OHOM kpoBatu. M y Takoro moBeaeHus: ObLIO
npuurHbl. OH ¢ AETCTBA 3HAJ, YTO JIFOOOE CYIIECTBO BO CHE Oe33alluTHEe
BCEro, Ja)XX€ MOTYIIECTBEHHBIA JpakoH. ParHap He Mor Mo3BOJUTH ceOe



OBITH CcTONB OecrieuHbIM. Jlaxke camas ciaabasi *KEHIMHA CIIOCOOHA HAHECTH
BpE/l BO BpEMS CHA.

[Tonavaiy, noxacek B mocrtesib BMecte ¢ Hukou, Parnmap gymai, 4to He
CMOXET YCHYTh. BcE-Taku cTONETUSIMU BBIpaOOTAaHHBIE MPUBBIYKUA HE TakK
npocto mnpeononers. K ero yaumeneHuto, BCE okaszanoch uHade. OH He
MOHUMAJI TIOYEMY, HO €T0 3allUTHBIA WHCTUHKT MOMNpocTy He cpaboran. OH
ycHYJ psiioM ¢ Hukol Tak, OyATo Aenal 3To ThICAYU paj 10 3TOrO.

OH BHE3allHO OCO3HAJ, YTO €My HpaBuUTCs €€ 3anax. OH MaHWI ero,
OKYTBIBaJ, Japsi KAKHUE-TO HE COBCEM MOHSATHbBIC UyBCTBA. B OIUH MOMEHT OH
BO30Y>KJajl, 3acTaBjsisi €ro HEUCTOBO JKelaTh ONM30CTH, B JAPYIoH,
YCIOKanBaJl U yOArOKUBAI.

Parnapy noHpaBmuiioch npochinarbes, Aepxa B 00bsaTusx Huky. Kaxmoe
yTPO OH MPEJCTABIISI, 4TO OYIET, €CIM OH PE3KO MEPEBEPHETCS U HABUCHET
HaJ Heil. OH OyATO BOOYMIO BHJIEN €€ PACIIMPEHHBIE B JIETKOM HCIYTe OT
HEOXKMIJAHHOCTH ma3a. Omyman ee JaJOHM Ha CBOUX IUIEYax HU TO
HECWJIBHOE COINPOTHBIICHUE, KOTOPOE HA CAMOM JI€Jie¢ TaK JIETKO CIIOMHUTb.
UyBCTBOBaJ TOHKOE W XpYyIKOE€ Teio moa coOoil. Crpllian yyalleHHOE
JIbIXaHUE€ W TPOXOT cepiana B uyxoil rpymu. Craepxarbcs OBLIIO BeChMa
TPYIAHO, HO, K CBOEMY YAUBJIICHHUIO, OH BAPYT MOHSI, YTO HE XOYET CIEHIUTb.

Emy HpaBunocs 310 cocrosinue. EMy xorenoch apa3zauth Huky, BUaeTh
€€ peaKInio, MEJICHHO MOAOUPATHCS K CaMOMY CiIaIkoMy. IMEHHO TT03TOMY
OH HE TOPOMWICS, C KAaKHUM-TO CTPAaHHBIM YJIOBOJbCTBHEM HaOMomast 3a
MPOUCXOASIIUM MEXKIY HUMU.

— DTO HOpMaJIbHO? — BCe-Taku crpocuia Huka.

— Yto uMeHHO? — 3a7an BCTPEUHBbIM Bompoc ParHap, OTKpbIBas I171a3a,
HO HE ITOBOPAYMBASCh.

— Cnars B oHOU KpoBatu. — Huka Xxmypo missHyna Ha cnuHy Parnapa,
CKJIa[IbIBasl PYKH Ha Tpyaud. — S aymana, 4yTo B IYTH MBI CIAJIA B OJHOU
KpOBaTH U3-3a TOTO, UTO HE ObUIO MHOTO BHIOOpA, HO MOYEMY ceiluac Bbl HE
CIIUTE B CBOEH KOMHATe?

Nmrnieparop noBepHyJICS K HEU JIALIOM.

— Tlouemy Te0st 3TO Gecriokout? MBI BCce paBHO BCKOPE CTaHEM MY>KEM
Y JKEHOM.

Huxka 3agymanace. YecTHO roBopsi, OHa, B CaMOM JieJie, HE BHUJETA B
TOM HUYEro Takoro. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU BE/lb HE CEKCOM 3aHUMAIOTCS, a
npocto cmiat. K Tomy ke, Huka BbIpociia B COBpEMEHHOM OOUIECTBE, B



KOTOPOM TpakKJIaHCKHE Opaku B MOpsake Bewed. MHorue 10 3aKIrOueHUs
Opaka He TOJBKO CIISIT BMECTE, HO €lIe YCIEeBAaIOT JE€TEN POIUTH.

Ho 310 Benb B TOM Mupe, a 37€Ch BCe JOHKHO OBITh MHAYE, HE TaK JIn?
Pa3Be y pakOHOB HET HUKAKUX OFPaHUYEHHI Ha ATOT cueT? Mano u, BApyr
ee peryTtanud Oy/eT HaHECeH Kakou-HuOydb yiiep0. OHa BeAab HE 3HAET
TOYHO.

Huxka, Heonro aymas, Bce pa3bsicHWIA ParHapy, cMOTpsl Ipyd 3TOM Ha
HETO BBLKUAAOIIIE.

— TebOe He cTOMUT BOJIHOBATLCS O IMOA00HOM. ThHI BEIb B CBOEI cHaJIbHE,
s BOIIEJ B CBOIO KOMHATYy. [Ipunuauns coOmtoneHsl.

— Ho mnpoxon? — ona MaxHyna pykoM B CTOPOHY COCIUHSAIOLICH
KOMHAThI ABEPHU.

— O Hell 3HAKOT TOJIBKO YJIEHBI UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMBHU.

— XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO HUKTO HU O YEM HE JOTAJAbIBACTCS?

— BrionHe BO3MO0XXHO, 4TO JOTaJbIBalOTCA, HO KOMY Kako€ JEJO 0 UX
noraniok? Jlroqu Bcerna OynyT CrijieTHUYaTh O Hac. Tebe CTOUT MPUBLIKHYTh.

— To ecTh, aBHOE, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 3HAJT TOYHO?

— NmenHo, — Parnap KuBHyIIL.

— Kak-10 310... — Huka 3annynace, He 3Hasi, KAKO€ CJIOBO UCIOJIb30BATh
B JaHHOM cityvae. Jluuemepue? [[Bynuune?

— Jloxkuce, — mpou3Hec UMMIEpaTop W MPUKPBUI Ia3a, jAenas BUI, YTO
OH CMEPTEJIBHO yCTall.

Huka eme HEMHOro moronTajach Ha MeECT€, a IOTOM BCE-TaKd
OCTOPOKHO 3amoiizia noj ogesio. Mmmepartop 3agaBui aro0ble HAMEKH Ha
yabiOKky. EMy mnoBenenue Hwuku mnoxkaszanock kpailiHe 3a0aBHbIM. OHa
MOoXoJuja Ha IMYIJIMBOIO 3BEpbKa, KOTOPBIA M MNPUOIHU3UTHCS OOUTCA, U
YXOAUTH HE XOYET.

Parnap tepnemuBo xpan. Ilpouuio Menslie monydaca, KOrga OH
yCHBIIIAN, KaK 3BYK Jbixanusd Huku nsmenunca. OHa ycHyna.

B TOT k¢ MOMEHT MMIIEpAaTOp OTKPBUI IJ1a3a W IOBEPHYN TOJIOBY B
CTOPOHY JIeXAIEd PSAIOM JEBYIIKWM. Ero B3msga  mpomiencs 1o
paccialOieHHoMy JuIy, OeleloleMy B TEMHOTE Iuledy, HW3ruly Ieu,
MPUOTKPHITEIM TyOaMm. [IpunrypuBmimuch, OH OCTOPOKHO MPUOTU3WICS U KaK
MOXKHO 00JIee aKKypaTHO MOACYHYJI pyKy 1o miero Huku, mputsaruBas ee Tax,
4yTOOBI OHA JIeria eMy Ha rpyab. Kak u Bce mpouuisie pa3bl, Huka, onrytus
TEIJIO €ro TeNa, 3aBO3WIAcCh, YCTpaumBasCh Ha HeM yaoOHee. OCTaBIIKCH
MOJIHOCTBHIO JOBOJIbHBIM, ParHap 3akpbli 171a3a U OTPY3HIICS B COH.



Nmneparop He kenan TAHYTh ¢ TPOOMBAHUEM KaHAJIOB, IOATOMY Cpa3zy
e, KaK MPOCHYJCA, MpHUKa3ajl FOTOBUTH JEKAPCTBEHHYIO BaHHY. Ho maxe
TaK, IPULIIOCH XKJIaTh HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI.

— Bce roroBo, Bailie BEIUYECTBO, — IPOU3HEC ITIABHBIA UMIIEPATOPCKUIN
JeKapb. — Bbl yBEepeHBI... — Ha4aJI OH.

— Koneuno, — nepebun ero Parnap. — S cnenato Bce cam.

CkazaB 3T0, UMIEPATOP MOJIOCHYJ XOJOAHBIM B3[NISIAOM IO MY>KYHHE,
OTYETO TOT €JBa HE yIaJl Ha KOJEHU. JIekapp HE 3Hall, Ye€M BBI3bIBAI
HEJIOBOJIbCTBO MMIIEPATOPA, HO PEIIWJ, YTO CIPAIIUMBATH BCE-TAKU HE
HY>KHO.

— Kak ckaxere, — mpoOopMoOTai OH.

— Xnu 3a aBeprio, — npukaszan Paruap 6osee CriokoitHO.

— Citymaroch, — 1eKapb MOKJIOHUIICSA U TOPOIUIMBO BBILIET.

Parmap mnocToss1 HENMOABM>KHO mMapy CEKyHI, a NOTOM BOILIENI B
COCEIHIO KOMHaTy. BHyTpu Bce ObUIO MPUTOTOBIECHO Uil Mpoueaypsl. B
JAaHHBIM MOMEHT KOMHara OblIa mouTH mycta. Hukakod wmebenn wiam
yKpalleHUW, TOJBKO TpOMajHas BaHHA — OOJbIIE HANOMHUHAIOIIAS
HeOONBIIION OacceiH — IMocepenHe, CBeU M MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE JICHTHI U3
TOHYANIIIEN TKaHU, CBUCAIOIIKE ¢ MOTONKA. Ha 9TUX neHTax ObLIM HAaNMCaHbl
pa3IMYHbIC 3aKJIMHAHUSL.

YhpaBnATe 3HEpPruei BHE Tejla HE TAaK-TO MpocTo. Yaiie Bcero, oHa
IIOKUJIAET CBOE BMECTHWJIMILE TOJIBKO B BHUJE 3aKIIMHAHUM, HO B OTOT pa3
Parnapy HyXHa MMEHHO 4HcTas 3Heprus. M 5T 3aKIMHAHUA JOJIKHBI
IIOMOYb €My HallPaBUTh MAaruio U yAEpKaThb €€, HE J1aB PACCESAThCHI.

OkHa ObUIM 3aHABELIEHBI TOJICTBIMH, HE MPOIYCKAIOIIMMU CBET
mropamu. CBeT cBeue e€ABa  3aMETHO  KoJjeOasics,  3acTaBisis
MOJIyIIPO3pauHyI0 TKaHb JIEHT OTOpachlBaTh HAa CTE€Hbl MPUYYIJIUBHIC
TaHIyIOIKUEe TeHU. V3 BaHHBI MOAHUMAJICS TSKENbIM 3amax JICKAPCTBEHHBIX
TpaB. KomHaTa Oblyia yKphITa BIAXKHBIM ITAPOM.

C3au nocislmancs 3ByK OTKPbIBAEMOM JIBEPH.

— Bame BenmnuecTBO? — THXO no3Bana Huxka.

Parnap momeHtanbHO 00epHyncs. Huka crosiiza B mpoxoae M ¢
JH00OTBITCTBOM OTJIS/IbIBAJIa MOITOTOBICHHYO0 KOMHaTy. OHa Obuia ojeTa B
KECTKUE 3aKPBIThIC OACKIbl. MMrepaTtop 4yTh Cy3uWs IJaza, MpoOerasich
B3IsiAoM 1o ¢urype aeBymku. [lodemy-To eMy moOKazajlioch, 4TO €ro
Oy/y1iast >keHa MbITajlach ¢ MOMOIIBIO OJICIKIbI CIIPSTATHCS.

— Bxoau, — nmpousHec oH, Aenas mar B CTOPOHY.



Bouns, Huka momomuia x BaHHE, HAmoOJHEHHOWM TpPaBaMHU, U BTSAHYJA
HOCOM BO3/yX, TYT K€ KpUBsCh. ParHap ee oTIM4HO MOHUMAJI, BOJIM3H 3amax
TpaB CTAHOBUWJICA €IIE TOPYE U TSIKEIIEE.

— PaszgeBaiics, — HOTOPONMII OH €€ U TYT K€ 3aMOJ4all, C HEKOTOPbIM
HEYI0BOJIbCTBUEM IIOHMMAs, UTO YYBCTBYET HETEPIICHUE.

Huka BCckuHyna Ha Hero B3miaA. MMmmeparop cmoTpen mpsiMmo Ha HEeE,
IMO3TOMY Cpa3y 3aMEeTUJI JIETKOE CMYIIEHHUE, CKBO3WMBIIEEC B KAXKIOM €€

JIBUKECHUM.
— A BBIL... OCTaHETECH?
— Koneuno, — ummeparop KuUBHYJ, NBITasCh MOHSITh, YTO HMMEHHO

BoiHyeT Huky. CropammBasi 5T0, OHa XOYeT, YTOObI OH YIIEN WM YTOOBI
ocrajcs’?

ITokonebaBmucr HeMHOro, Hwuka mpUHSIIACE OCTOPOXHO CHUMATH
OJICKTY.

— CHumMars Bcro? — xpabpo crpocuiia oHa, nomxumas ryosl. HasepHoe,
Huka xotena BBIMISAAETH CYpOBOHM, BOT TOJBKO BUJI Y HEE MPH ATOM OBLI
JIOBOJIBHO MUJIBIM.

— HuxHee miaThe MOXKEIIb OCTaBUTh, — OTBETWI ParHap, pemms, 4To
HE CTOWT 3axOAuTh CHJIBHO daneko. bymer mioxo, ecnmu Hwuka craner
CJIMIIIKOM HEPBHHUYATh. ITO MOXKET MOBPEAUTH JieueHHIo. Kak OH W aymall,
CTOWJIO €ro cjoBaM TIpo3ByuYaTh, Kak Huka o0OJEryeHHO BBIJOXHYIA,
MPUHUMASACHh pa3ieBaThCcsl Oojiee yBepeHHO. — Bxonu u caauch, — MpoOU3HEC
OH, Korma Huka ocrtanace nuiie B JJIMHHOM TOHKOM HUXHEM Tuiatbe. [lpu
TOM OH, TPUIIYPUBIINCH, HAONIONAN 3a TUIABHBIMU HM3rHOaMu €€ Tea.
ToHKasi TKaHb MOYTH HUYETO HE CKPbIBAJIA, TOJIBKO €IIe OOJIbIIIEe pacHassiio
€ro TauBIIIEeCs B INIyOUHE JKeJIaHUE.

Korna Huka moBuHOBanach, OH CKHUHYJ C ceOs YEpHBIM xanar, Opocas
€ro B cTopoHny. B otnnune or Huku oH HE yAOCYXWICS HaJeBaTh 4TO-IHM00
T10]T HETO.

3auem? Opexaa Oy/ieT TOIbKO MEIIaTh.
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[Tap B kOMHaTe ObLI JOBOJIBHO CHJIBHBIM, HO /1K€ OH HE CMOT CKPBITh
OT MEHs BUJ OOHAXXEHHOIO Tejla MMIEeparopa. YBUIEB €ro, s yAUBJIECHHO
pacrnaxHyjia rjasza, a moToM TOPOIUIMBO OTBeNa B3MIsAA. Bmpouem, oOmimii
o0nuKk OyATO OTHevarayics y MEHs Ha MoAKopke. S gaxke 3akMypuiach, HO
3TO MAajio MOMOITIO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, S CIAJIACh U C KAKUM-TO CTBIJJIUBBIM
JT1000NBITCTBOM MPUHSIACH BCIIOMUHATH 00Jiee THIATENbHO TO, UTO YBUJEINA.

— [lonBUHBCS HEMHOTO BIIEpell, — NONpocui Parnap, BelaepruBasi MEHs
Y3 Pa3MBbIIIICHUH.

B3npornyB, s OTKpbla I71a3a M eIBa He oOepHyhachk. B mociegnuii
MOMEHT BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO HMIIEPATOp MO-NPEKHEMY OOHAKEH. YUUTHIBas,
YTO B JJAHHBIM MOMEHT S cujiena... Eciu st o0epHyCh, TO MEpe]l MOUM JIUIIOM
MPEACTAHET OJJHA KpallHE UHTEPECHAS YacCTh.

BceraB, s cmenmana mapy HEOOJBIIMX IIaroB BIEpPEeN W CHOBa celia,
HampsArasch BCEM TeaoM. Sl ¢ HaurpaHHbIM HWHTEPECOM Hauala
paccmarpuBaTh IUIABAIOIIME B BOAE TPABBI, IIPU 3TOM BCE MOE BHUMAHHUE
OBLJIO HAMPABIIEHO HA TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMIIO C3a/IH.

Tuxuil BCIJIECK, OT KOTOPOTO MO€ ceple YCKopwio cTyk. Kaxkercs, s
JIayKe B3POTHYJIA HEMHOTIO, ITOCJIE MOJHOCTBIO OKAMEHEB.

— PaccinaObesi, — mouTu npukazana UMIEpaTop, a MOTOM HEOXKHIAHHO
MOJIOKUJT PYKH MHE Ha IIJICYH.

Teneps s TOYHO B3APOTHYJIA, MOAABIISS )KEIAHUE HEMEJIEHHO BCKOYUTH
U oTOMTH nopasnbiie. CxkaB KyJlaku, s IPUHSIACH YTOBApUBATh ce0sl yMEPUTh
BOJHEHHE. B camom pene, Mbl Beap HHUYEro Takoro He jnenaem. Hy,
MOAyMaellb, HUMIEPATOpP TOJIBIM, MOAYMAaellb, CUAUT MO3aqUd CIUIIKOM
Omm3ko0. Tak OGNIM3KO, 4TO MHE KaXKETCsl, S OLIYIIAl0 €ro AbIXaHUE U YYBCTBYIO
xKap Tela.

Korma oH monoxkusl pykd MHE Ha IUIEUM, sl 3ajiepKajia JbIXaHHE, C
JIETKUM MHTEPECOM MPUHSUIACh HAOIOIATh 32 peakuuen cBoero Tena. Bona
ObLIa TEIJION (Ja)e CTpaHHO, OTKY/a TOor/ia map?), HO Ha KOPOTKUH MUT MOE
TEJIO0 CJIOBHO CKOBaJI0 MOPO3HOM JApoxblo. HeoxxunanHo noiitmana ceds Ha
MBICJIM, YTO MHE XOYETCS IPOTHYThCA B CIHMHE, KAaK KAKOW-TO KOIIKE.
Haxmypunacs, Bbiabixas. IlonbiTanack yCIOKOUTBCS, HO 3TO OKAa3aJIOCh HE
TaK MPOCTO.



Cnacubo mmneparopy, OH HE TOPOMHUJI MEHsS, HO PYKH BCE€ PaBHO HE
youpan. B koHe4HOM UTOTE, S CMOIJIa COBJIAJaTh CO CBOSH HEPBO3HOCTHIO.
Ctouno MHE HEMHOIO pacciiabUThCs, Kak s OIIYTHJIa HOBYK) CTPAHHOCTD.
Co3maBanoch Takoe OIIyIIeHHE, OyATO MO€ TeJIo, HauMHas ¢ KOHEYHOCTEH,
cierka HemeeT. UyBCTBO HE CIIMIIIKOM MPUSITHOE.

— Tak 1 10JDKHO OBITH?

— YTO UMEHHO? — CIPOCHUJI UMIEPATOP, UyTh CUIILHEE CKHUMas MaJIbIIbI
Ha MOHUX ILICYax.

— Moe Teno CJI0BHO OHEMEBAET.

— OJTO TpaBbl, — mpou3Hec OH Tuxo. — llpumercs momoxaarh eiie
HEMHOTO.

S xuBHYynMa, nenas TIyOOKHWM BIOX W BBIAOX. POT TyT ke 3amoyiHHIICS
ropeysto TpaB. B camom Jesne, 4To OHM croa mosiokuiau? S 3Hana TOIBKO
OJIHY HACTOJBKO FOPHKYIO TpaBy — IMOJbIHb. HO HUYEro mMoOX0oXero si B BOAE
HE BUJEIIA.

OtopBaB OT BOJBI B3NS, 51 MONNISIAETA IO CTOPOHAM, KpaeM CO3HAHUS
3ameydasi, 4TO JIETKO€ OHeMeHHue Jomnuio 10 Oexep. OuUeHb CTpPaHHOE
OIIYIIICHUE, HX HA YTO HE TTOXOXKEE.

— A 5TH neHTrI?

— IlopaepxuBaromue 3akjiuHaHus. J[ymaro, JOCTaTOYHO, — MPOU3HEC
UMIIEPATOP, U 5 TYT K€ 3allaHUKOBAJIA.

— OHeMeHue JoIUI0 TOJABKO A0 Oenep! — ckazana s 9yTh rpoMue, YeM
MJIAHUPOBAJIA.

— OT0o Tebe Tak Kaxercs, — oTo3Bajics ParHap, a moToM BHE3aHO
MPUOIU3WICS ¥ OOHST MEHSI, IPUTATHUBASI K CBOCH T'PY/IU.

A enBa He 3aJ0XHYJIACh OT HEOKMJIAHHOCTU W OT HAXJIBIHYBIIUX Ha
MEH$ OILYyIICHUU.

— YT0 BBI?.. — IONBITANACH 51 BOSMYTUTHCS U OTOJIBUHYThHCHI.

— Ilepecranb, — mpukazan umneparop. — byaer odenb OosibHO. Thi
MOJKEIllb HaBpeIUTh cede.

— Ho...

— Bce xopoiio, — mpoiientanl OH THXO MNpsiIMO MHE B yxo. OT 3TOro
HIeNoTa M0 MOEH CIMHE MPOKATWIIACh BOJIHA MypalleK. S Bce-Taku HEMHOTO
MPOTHYJIACh B CIIMHE, JIeJas 3TO HE OCO3HAHHO.

Buenusmuch B €ro pyku, s HONbITAIaCh XOTh HEMHOTO OTOJBHUHYThCA,
HO ycrexa 3TO He MPUHECIIO.



— B uem neno? — copocuin oH. Ilpy 3TOM 51 OTYETIIMBO ClIbIIIAJIA B €70
roJIOCE HOTKH BeCebs. — Pa3Be Thl HE MPOCHINACHIBCS KaKI0E€ YTPO B MOUX
00baATHAX? UTO N3MEHUIOCH?

— Ho mo yrpam Bbl oneThl! — BO3pa3uiia s, BCE-TaKU 3aMuUpasl.
[Ipr3HATHCS YECTHO, CUIETh BOT TakK ObLIO BIIOMHE ya00HO. M maxke mieamuii
OT UMIIEpPATOPA YK€ MPUBBIYHBIN Kap COBCEM HE MeIlall.

— Thl Belb HE BUIUIID MEHS celvac, — UMIEpaTop TO JIM (PBIPKHYII, TO
JIM XMBIKHYJI. — A ceillyac cocpenoToubcsi, Mbl HaunHaeMm. M na, He mbiTaiics
caepxkars roioc. Kpuuu.

He ycnena s Huuero ckasarb, Kak pyKd HUMIEparopa 4yTh CMECTHUChH.
Terneppb €ro 1aI0HM JICKAIU MPSIMO N0 MOEH TPyabto. S TOJIBKO HAAESIIACH,
YTO OH HE OIIYIIAET, KaK CHJIBHO KOJIOTUTCS MOe€ cep/ie. Takas OJu30CTh ¢
MYKYMHOM ObLIIA JIJI1 MEHSI HEIPUBBIYHOM.

IlepBoe olnymieHre ObUIO HE TaKUM YK M cTpaliHbiM. Kazaigock, 4To
BHYTPbh MEHS BT€KAET YTO-TO OUYE€Hb TEIUIOE U MPUATHOE. ITO HECJIO C CO00M
JIETKOE yI0BOJILCTBUE. S MpUKycHiia ry0y, CIep»KrBasi €/1Ba HE COPBaBIIUICS
CTOH.

Jlanpiie jJerkui >xkap Hadajl MEHSThCs. OH CTaHOBWICS BCE CUJIBHEE U
cuiibHee. Beckope s moHss1a, 4TO TEPIETh 3TO HE TaK yX U Jierko. CTOHBI s
Oonblie He caepkuBaia. [IpocTo He oco3HaBaja, YTO ¢ MOMX I'y0 YTO-TO TaM
cppiBaercs. He o Toro Obw1o. XoTenoch OTTOJIKHYTh PYKH HMIIEparopa H
MPEKPATUTH ATO.

A moroMm Xap Hauan pacTtekarbcs mo Teny. CHayana Oonp Obuta He
TakOH YK W OOJBIIION, HO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMs s TOYYyBCTBOBajia ceOs
TaK, OyJITO MHE B KOCTH BOMBAIOT pACKaJICHHBIEC CIIUIIBI.

Torna s 3akpuyarna.

IIpaBna, coBceM 3TOro He OCO3HaBasl.

Moe co3HaHMe 3aTOMMIO OOJBI0 HACTOJBKO, UTO S Ja)Ke HE Jymaja O
TOM, YTOOBI OTCTpPAaHUThCSA WU cOexarb. Bce, 4yTo s Mora aenark, 3TO
OUTbCS B pyKax CBOEr0 MYYHWTENIsS W KpuU4aTh, BpeMs OT BpPEMEHHU
3axJIeOBIBAsICh MOMAJAIOIIEH B POT TOPHKOU BOJOM.

B kakoii MMEHHO MOMEHT $ TIOTEpsja CO3HAHWE, HE MOTY CKasaThb.
OuHynach y’k€ B KOMHATe, JIe)ka Ha KPOBATH.

OTKpBIB T1a3a, MOCMOTpeaa OeCCMBICICHHBIM B3IISJIOM B IIOTOJOK,
NBITAICh PEIIUTh, TaK JIM MHE HYXKHa Bcg 3Ta Mmarus. Korga mmmeparop
TOBOPHJI, YTO 3TO OOJIBHO, sl HE IyMaJjia, 9YTO HACTOJBKO.



[IIeBenuThes s1 OOsIACh, TAaK KaK MHE Ka3aJloCh, YTO CTOUT 3TO CHIEJIATh
U TEJI0 CHOBA OT30BeTCs 00Jbt0. Tak s U Jexana, XMypo Mg B IOTOJIOK U
Pa3sMBIIUISIS O TOM, YTO MEHS KIET Aajiblie. M3 pasMbIlluIeHUN MEHS BBIBEI
OpraHu3M, HallOMHUB, YTO HEIJIOXO Obl HAC CXOAUTh B yOOpHyro. S emie
MHUHYT OSTHAALATh COMPOTUBIISIACH, @ TOTOM BCE-TAKU JIBUHYJIA OCTOPOKHO
pykoi. Ha mpoOy, Tak, cierka. K moeit O0e3rpanndHoi pajgocTu, OOIU HE
ObLIO.

BbijoxHYyB OOJIET4eHHO, 5 OCTOpPOXKHO cena. [o1oBa HEMHOro
3aKpYXKHUJIach, OTYETO MEHS MTOBEJIO B CTOPOHY, HO MIOYTH CPa3y BCE MPHIILIO
B HOPMY.

CramuB cBO€ TEJNO C KPOBAaTH, S OCTOPOXKHO MOTSHYJIACh, UYBCTBYS
JIETKO€ TOKajibiBaHWE BHYTpU ceOs. OinylnieHue He ObUIO HENpPHUSITHBIM,
POCTO HE3HAKOMBIM.

Boiing B yoopHyto, 51 B3[JIsIHYJIa Ha ce0sl B 3€pKajlo, BUCAILEE HA CTEHE.
Bupa y MeHs1, koHe4uHO, TOT enle. HeMHOro nomstoe nuio, JIETKUE TEHH 0L
ra3aMu, 4yTh NOTPECKABIIHUECS T'YObl, BCKIIOKOYEHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CyXasi KOXKa.
Boimnsinena s tak, OyATO Buepa y MeHs ObUl BecbMa Beceiblii Beduep B
KOMIMaHUU Napbl OYyTHUIOK BUHA.

[IpuBens cebs HEMHOTO B MOPSAOK, S BBIIIUIA OOPaTHO B KOMHATY, TYT
KE CTAJIKMBAsCh B3MIAJIOM C CHUIAIIMM B Kpeciie umneparopoM. B ornuuue
OT MEHsS OH BBINIAJENA Tak, OyATo coOpajicsi CHUMAaTbCs B KaKOM-TO
doHTE3UlHO—HMCcTOpHYecKkoM ¢uibme. MneanpHblii BHemHuit Buja. Ha ero
dboHe s BbIIAACHA OONBHOM M pazdutod. M 3TO MHE COBEpIIIEHHO HE
HPaBUJIOCh.

HaxMypuBLuce, cena Ha KpoBaTh, a IOTOM M BOBCE CIIPATAIa HOI'M MO/
OJIESTIOM.

— JloOpoe yTpo, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — MO3A0pPOBAJIACH s, 3aMedasl Ha
CTOJIMKE PsSIAOM C HMIIEPATOPOM, HAKPBITBIM KPBILIKOW noaHoc. lonox
MOMEHTaJIbHO 000CTpUIICA, OYITO TOJIBKO M KJ1aJl, TOKA O HEM BCIIOMHSIT.

— S Beap mpocui Ha3bIBaTh MEHS MO MMEHHU, — CKas3ajl UMIIEpATop,
pacueruisis pyky U BcTaBas ¢ kpecna. [lonoiins, oH cen psanoM u, NpoTsSHYB
PYKY, IPUKOCHYJICA MMAJIBLIAMYU K MOEMY 3aIlSICThIO, CIIOBHO CUMTAJ ITYJIbC.

Sl xuBHyNa, BCEMHU CHJIaMH CTapasch He oOpanjarb BHUMaHUS Ha
noj00HYI0 OJU30CTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, S €r0 JIa)ke rojIbIM BUJENa, YTO MHE
HBIHEILHSS CUTYalHsl.

— Kak y mens nena? — 3ayana s Borpoc, korna Parnap yopan pyky.

— I mepBOro paza HopMajbHO.



[ToueMy-TO ero cioBa Mpo3ByYaau COBCEM HE YTEIIUTEIBHO.

A HepBHO cmIOTHYNA. B mamsTh CHOBa BCIUIBLIM BOCIIOMHHAHUSA O
MIEPEKUTOM.

— HW... CKoNbKO pa3 MNpUIAETCS JeJIaThb 3TO? — CJEerkKa JIpoxkKalluMm
rOJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIA S,

— Heckonbko, — 6e3xanocTHO oTBeTUN Parnap. — MoxHO ObLIO OBl
OOONTHUCHh OJHUM pPa30M, BOT TOJIKO Thl yMpEIlb OT OOJEBOTO IIOKA.
[TosToMy IPUXOAUTCSA NPOYUIIATH MTOCTETIEHHO.

A xorena yxe cKa3arb, UTO HUKaKas Marusi MHE HE HYKHA, KWJIa sl BEJlb
0e3 Hee 110 ATOro, HO mpomoiyana. UTo-To OTHANICHHO HAlOMHHAIOIIEe
rOpAOCTh HE JaJi0 OTKPBITh POT M CMaloAyliHu4aTh. [lodTOoMy s mnuiib
0OpEUYeHHO KMBHYJIA, TOABIISIS PE3KOE HEXKETaHUE.

— U xorpa cnexyromuii pasz?

— 3aBTpa, — OTBEYasi MHE, UMIIEPATOP CMOTPEN C ABHBIM MHTEpecom. 1
YTO OH XO4YeT YyBHUIETh Ha MoeMm June? Moe orpunanue? JKenaHue
npekparutb? — CerogHs MOXelb OTAbIXxaTh. K Bedepy HarpyKeHHbIE
KaHaJbl JOJDKHBI IPUUTH B HOpMY. — [IpousHecs 310, ummeparop BCTal. —
Ha crone 3aBTpak. O0si3aTeIbHO MOEIIh.

— Xopomo. Cracu0o, — noo6narojapuia s TUX0, HaOMIO/ast 3a TEM, Kak
UMIIEPATOP MOKUAAET MOU MOKOHU.

bmmxe k Beuepy ko mHe mpumien Kpuan. OH sBHO ObLT 4eM-TO
B30YIOpaKEH.

— Y10 cnyunnock? — MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH 1.

3a IeHb MO€ COCTOSIHUE MPUIILIO B HOpMY. Hasio mpusHars, 4to B TEje
NOSIBUJIACh HEKasl JIETKOCTbh, M3-32 KOTOPOW S HE XOAWIJIA, a MOYTH JIeTaja.
Tak s ceOs omrymiana B JaJiekoM JETCTBE, KOrja CIOKOMHAas Xojp0a Obuia
JIOBOJIBHO CE€PbE3HBIM ITOJBUTOM.

— S pa3bupan 3anucu TPEThEro HMIEparopa M Halled KOe-4To
uHTepecHoe. Kaxercs, s 3Hat0, HaJ YeM UMEHHO OH paboTaj, — TOPOIUIUBO
npousHec KpuaH, migas Ha MEHS 4YyTh CBEPKAIOIIMMH OT KaKOIO-TO
J€TCKOTO MPEIBKYILICHHS TT1a3aMHu.

— OTIn4HO, — KMBHYJA 5. — Pa3 BbI MPUIILIIK CIOJIa, 3HAUYUT, 3TO UMEET KO
MHE KaKO€-TO OTHOIIIEHHUE, BEPHO?

— Bce npaBuiibHO, — KpHaH cen B Kpeciio M IIISIHYJI HA MEHs CJIerka
HETEPIICIMBO U YyTh HEYBEPEHHO NpHU 3TOM. — Kak BbI 3HaeTe, HEKOTOpPOE
BpeMs Hazaj IPaKOHOB MOCTuUria 0e1a — Mbl Hadyalld TEPSATh OJUH U3 CBOMX



o0nukoB. [IokMHYB Npeapl Iyl MUp, Mbl HaJICSUIHCh, YTO BCE HAJIAJIATCS.
Tak 1 mpOU301LIO0, BOT TOJIBKO Y HAC MEPECTAIH POKAATHCSA IEBOYKH.

Kpuan Bckoums M mpUHAJICS pacxa)XuBaTh IO TOCTUHOM, B KOTOPOU f
ero npuHuMana. CyJs 1o ero Buiy, OH IBHO ObL1 B30yJJOPaKEH TEM, UTO EMY
yIaJ10Ch y3HaTh. Moe JIF000MBITCTBO HEMEIJIEHHO JaJI0 O ce0€ 3HATh.

— MpI gymanu, 4To Hala poAaruHa — MUpP, U3 KOTOPOTO MbI npunuiu. Ho
3TO HE Tak! — SMOUMOHAIBHO BbIald KpuaHn, moBopaurBasi KO MHE JIULIOM.

— JlaiiTe yranato, — s yasiOHynach. — Baia ponuna — moit Mmup?

— Bepno! — Kpuan noackoumsi Ko MHE U TPOTSHYJ PYKHU, CIIOBHO Kejall
OOHATh. B mocnennuii MOMEHT OH BAPYT OMOMHUJICA, TOOJIEIHENT U OTCKOYMIT
B cropoHy. — Ilpomry mnpoineHus, — MNOBUHWICS OH, OTKAILJISBIIUCS.
[TocMOTpeB 1O CTOPOHAM Tak, OyATO TOJIBKO ce€Hyac MOHsUI, T€ HAXOAUTCH,
Kpuan cen obparHo B kpeciio. — Bepro. HacTosmas poguna 1pakoHOB MHUp,
13 KOTOPOro Npuuuiu Bel. HO BaKHO cOBCeM He 3TO.

— W uto0 x%€?

— KpoBs, — nponsnec Kpuan. — Baira kpoBb.

— W 3auem ona Bam?

S 4yyTh HAXMYpPHUJIACh, BITACh BCIOMHUTB BCE, YTO KACAJIOCh TPETHETO
umneparopa. [lomunrcsa, Kpuan yxe rosopun o tom, 4yto npenok Parnapa
UCCIIEI0BAJl KPOBb.

— MHe HYXHO BCEro JIMIIb KO€-4TO MOATBEPAUTh, — YKIOHYHBO
orBeTus Kpuas.

51 mHemHOTO MOKONEOaNach, HO B KOHEUHOM HMTOTE BCE-TAaKW HaIleIuIIa
Kpuany HeMHOTo CBOE€il KpOBH. 3a ATUM HAC 3aCTall UMIIEpaTOp, KOTOPOMY
COBEPILEHHO HE MOHPAaBWIOCH NMOJ00HOE. OH HECKOIBKO MUHYT O YEM-TO
pasroBapuBan ¢ KpuaHOM 3a 3aKkpbITBIMH JBEPSMH, a IOTOM Iapy pas
B3MaxHYJ pyKOW HaJl MPOOUPKOM C MOEN KPOBBIO.

Bcnomuunuchs 0a0ymKWHBI CKa3KM O TOM, YTO 4epe3 JIIOOYI0 YacTHILy
IJIOTH YEJIOBEKAa HAa HEro MOYKHO Hacuarh Mopuy Wi npokisarue. JlagHo,
BO3MOXKHO, $l MOCIELINJIA C paspelieHueM. B ciexyromuii pa3 crpomty y
Parnapa win nouuTaro 4To-HUOY/Ib M0 TEME.

Ha cnenyromuit 1eHb MHE MPEACTOSIIO OYEPETHOE «KyIMaHue». B 3ToT
pa3 g cMmymajzach MEHbIIE, 3apaHee OTBEIS B3IVISJ OT Pa3lIeBarOIIETOCs
umrneparopa. Xa! /[Bakabl MEHSI Ha OTHO U TO K€ HE MOMMaellb.

Bropouem, Moe xopoliiee HaCTPOEHHUE YIETYYUJIOCh Cpaszy MOCJE TOro,
KaK sl OIIYTHJIA YK€ 3HAKOMOE€ TEIIO B TPYJIU, KOTOPOE B CKOPOM BPEMEHU



TpaHCHOPMUPOBAJIOCH B JKTyuylo  0O0Jib, KHIISITKOM  OINaJUBIIYIO
BHYTPEHHOCTHU U KOCTH.

Sl cHoBa morepsna co3HaHue. TONBKO Ha 3TOT pa3 S CIOBHO HE
OTKJIIOYUJIACh OT peajbHOCTH IIOJHOCTBHIO, a OyATo IuUlaBajla Ha ee
MTOBEPXHOCTH, HE UMES BO3MOKHOCTH OTKPBITH IJ1a3a.

MHe 4yauioch, 4YTO cpa3y IOCiIE€ TOro, Kak Teiao OeCHOMOIIHO
MOBAJIMJIOCHh HAa3ajJl, UMIEPATOpP OCTOPOKHO MOJXBATHUJI MEHS HAa PYKH U
BBIHEC U3 MBITOYHOW KOMHATHI. B 3TOT MOMEHT s 4yBCTBOBaJla MPOXJamy
BO3/lyXa, MEPHOE MMOKaYMBaHUE U TOPSIYM Kap B TEJE, KOTOPBIN MOCTETIEHHO
yTUXaJ.

[ToroM s omnryTuna moa COMHOW MSTKOCTh. B TOT MOMEHT s HE MOIIIa
MBICIINTh HOPMAaJbHO, JIMIIb OTCTPAHEHHO OTMEYayia BCE MPOUCXOASIIEE CO
MHOH.

O1wyiieHue 4y»oro NpuCcyTCTBUA Ha KAKOE-TO BpeMsI IMPoMnajo, a mOTOM
MOSIBUIIOCH CHOBa. (CJIOBHO 4YEJIOBEK OTOIIE] Ha IMapy MHUHYT, a ITOTOM
BEPHYJICS. 3aTEM Uy>KHE PYKH aKKypaTHO CHSIJIA C MEHSI MOKpYIO onexay. Ha
Kpal0  CO3HAHMUS  BCIBIXHYJIO 4YTO-TO  OTBIeKaromiee. (CMmyuieHue?
Bosmymienne? CreiymmBocth? S HEe Moria TOJKOM MOHATH. Bmpouew,
BCKOpE 1 BOBCE 3a0blJ1a 00 ATOM.

Bo3ayXx X0mOgHBIM SI3BIKOM JIM3HYJI OOHa)XKEHHYIO KOXKY. A TOTOM KO
MHE TMPUKOCHYJIOCh 4TO-TO MOKpoe u Teroe. Illesd, rpyab, »KMBOT, HOTH,
pYKH, CIHMHAa — HEYTO IPUKACATIOCh K TEIy OCTOPOXXHO M OEpexHO.
[loHayany s HUKaK HE MOIJIAa MOHSATh, YTO 3TO TaKOE, a MOTOM Ha TpaHH
CJIBIIIMMOCTH YJIOBHUJIA 3BYK BCILIECKA BOJIBI.

3a MOMM TEJIOM YXQKUBAJIM, IMPOTHPAS €ro, NOPEANONOXKIIA
orcTpaHeHHo. OmnlymieHue ObUIO MPUSATHBIM, KaK U Kap aKKypaTHBIX PYK,
KOTOpBIE U3pPE/IKa CJIOBHO CIy4ailHO MIPUKACATIUCHh K OOHAXXKEHHOMY TEITy.

[Tocne sTOoro MeHsa ykyTajaud BO YTO-TO MYIIMCTOE W TEIJIO€. A MOTOM
HAMoOWJIM KaKOW-TO TOPbKOW TaJlOCThIO0, KOTOpasi €1Ba HE MpUBEJa MEHA B
nojaHoe co3HaHue. IIpaBaa, He ycnena s OUHYThCS, KaK MBICIH 3aBOJIOKJIO
COHJIMBOM TIEJICHOM, U s TIOJIHOCTBIO TIepecTaia ce0sl 0CO3HABaTh.

[IpocHynace s Ha cienyrouiee yTpo. CTOWIO MHE BCIIOMHUTH BCE, YTO
MIPOM3OIILIO BUEPA, KAK IIEKU BCIBIXHYIIU CTHIIJIUBBIM KapOM.

MHe ka3anoch, s 10 CUX MOp OIIyIat0 (paHTOMHBIE MPUKOCHOBEHUS K
cBOeH Koke. Jlerkue xkacanus M TEIUIO BIAKHOTO ITOJOTEHIIA.

Kro-To mportupan MeHsi mociie NPUHATUA JIEKapCTBEHHOW BaHHBI U
MPOYUIIICHUSI JHEPreTHUYECKUX KaHaioB. KTo-TO, KOMYy 03BOJIEHO OBLIO



YBUJIETb MO€ OOHaxeHHoe Teno. S xorena Obl BepUThb, YTO 3a MHOM
yXaXMBaJja CIIy)KaHKa, HO [I0YEMY-TO MHE Ka3aJIoCh, YTO BCE COBCEM HE TaK.

Ho neyxenu uMmmepartop cam, JIMYHO, Jedan 4To-TO noaooHoe? Mory
7 51 ommbaTkesi? Moriio Jiu Bce 3TO MHE IPUCHUTHCA?

[lepeBepHyBIIMCh HAOOK, S 3apbLIach JUIOM B MOJYIIKY, OY/ITO >KeJas
CHpPSITAaThCS OT TMpaBibl. S mbITanack yoenuth ceOsl, YTO MHE CTOUT 3a0BITh
BCE 3TO U HE MpHUAaBaTh OOJIBIIOrO 3HAYEHUS TTPOU3OIIEAIIEMY, HO BMECTO
ATOTO s pa3 3a pa3oM MNPOKPYyUYMBAJIA B TOJOBE TE€ OILIYLIEHUS, KOTOPbIE
UCIbITaja, Oyay4n Ha TpaHu CO3HAHUSI.

Ts>xeno B3OXHYB, s epeBepHyIach Ha Apyroi Ook. [lorom Ha cniuny,
Ha )KUBOT ¥ CHOBa HAOOK. Sl HUKaK HE MOTJIa YCTIOKOUTHCS.

@OpIpKHYB, OTOpOCHIa OAESATI0, a IOTOM, CJIOBHO IOJXBAaTUBIIUCH,
nocMoTpena Ha cedd. Okazaioch, YTO sI OJETa B OJAHO U3 CBOMX HWKHUX
miarbeB. OONer4eHHO BBIIOXHYNA. B cepialle HEMEMJIEHHO 3aKpajioch
coMHeHHe. BO3MOXHO, BUepa MHE BCE€ MPOCTO NMPUCHWIOCH? BOT TOJBKO,
IIPUCMOTPEBIINCH, 5 ITIOHJA, YTO IJIATHE COBCEM JAPYTOE.

BckouuB ¢ kpoBartu, si Opocuiiach B BaHHYIO KOMHaTy. MHe HY>XHO
ObLJIO HEMENJIEHHO YEeM-TO 3aHSITh CBOM MBICIU. YCHOKOUTH CeOsl.
Oxka3bIBaeTCs, MEHsI HE TOJIBKO OOTEPIIU, HO U TIEPEOIEIIH.

BcniomauB, yto B mnpouwield pa3 Parnap Kmainm MeHsST B KOMHare, s
3axBarujia ¢ cOOOM CMEHHYIO OJIeXky, HaMEepeBasCh MOJHOCTHIO OJEThCS,
MPEXKJE YEM BBIXOJIUTH U3 BAaHHBI.

CramuB miarhe, s IOCMOTpeEia Ha CBOe TeJo B 3epkaie. [lokpyTunace,
HO HHMYETO TOI03PUTENIbHO He oOHapykuia. [logHsaB pyKy, MOHIOXaIa KOXY.
[Taxno mpusTHO. HEM-TO BpOAE CUPEHU.

[loB3nbixaB mapy MHHYT, s 3a0pajiach B BaHHY, PEIIMB TIIATEIbHBIM
oOpazoM mnoMmbIThes. [Ipousolnenmiee s pemmna ropao UTHOPUPOBaTh. B
KOHIIE KOHLIOB, MOXET TaK CIYYHTCS, YTO 3a MHOM yXa)KhBaja BCE-TaKH
CIIy’aHKa, a 1 Bce cebe HanpuayMbIBaja.

Bnpouewm, Bcs MOsI yBEpEHHOCTh HCHIApUIIach, KOT/IA sl BBILLIA U3 BaHHBI
M YBUJENA CUIAIIETO B Kpeciie umieparopa. Kakou-to crmagkuy xap
OXBaTui Teno. S ensa He 3aJ0XHYJACh OT CHWJIbl 3aXJECTHYBIIMX MEHS
smoruid. Hudero mogoOHOro panee s He onryIiaia.

OmnycTtuB TroJIOBY, cleliajia BHJ, YTO BBITHUPAIOD BOJIOCHI, U MHE HET
HUKAKOTO JIeJia 0 BTOPTAIOIIUXCS Ha JUYHYIO0 TEPPUTOPUIO UMIIEPATOPOB. A
caMa B 3TO BpPEMS JIMXOPAJIOYHO MBITAIACH NMPUAYMaTh TEMY pas3roBopa. B



UTOre, TAaK HUYErO HE MPUAYMaB, s HEXOTA yOpaja MOJOTEHUE M MOJHsIA
B3IVISJI HA MOJTYaJIuBO cuasiiero Parnapa.

— Kak TbI uyBcTBYyelb ceOsi cerogHsi? — COpOCUI OH, 3aMETUB, YTO S
0O0JIbIlIe HE UTHOPUPYIO €TO.

JIuno wumneparopa H3Aydalo crnokoictBue. OH CMOTpENl Ha MEHA
IPSAMO, OTIIMBAsA KAKOM-TO TOPSIYMM HAITUTOK U3 YaIIKHU.

S nmpucnymanace K CBOEMY OpPraHU3My, pacopasiisisi B 3TO BPEMs
MOKpBIE BOJIOCHI NayblamMu. K MoeMy yIHUBIEHHIO, CETO/IHS s YyBCTBOBaja
cedsl Jaxke Jydile, 4eM B MPONUIbIA pa3. Sl He MOHMMaia, YTO HUMEHHO
U3MEHUIIOCH, HO, Ka3aJIOCh, TEJIO CTAJIO EIIE JIETUE.

— O4eHb XOpOoIIOo, — OTBETHJIA, YIIBIOHYBILHCE.

HNmneparop 3amep Ha KOPOTKMM MHI, a IIOTOM IIOCTaBWJI YAaIIKy Ha
omtonue u Betan. Ilonoiins, OH MOAXBaTHII MO PYKY U COCPENOTOUYMIICS Ha
nyiabce. He moHumaro, Kak ¢ ero noMoIlb MOXXHO YTO-TO y3HaTh. Brpouewm,
Ja)ke He MOHMMAas €ro JIEHCTBUA, MEIIaTh €My s He coOMpasach, MOKOPHO
OCTaBasiCh HEMOJBUKHO.

Cnyctss HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl, MMIIEPAaTOp YAOBJIETBOPEHHO KHBHYJ, a
IIOTOM OTITYCTHJI MO0 PYKY.

— OTH0XHU ceroaHs, — MPOU3HEC OH. — 3aBTPa NPOAOTKUM.

OH mnpoObUT B MOEH KOMHAre eIle HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT, a IOTOM,
COCIIaBIIKCH Ha Jiena, yuied. Ha kopoTkuit Mur s onryTuia cedst HOKUHYTOMH,
HO 3aTeM BCIIOMHWIA, 4TO y Parnapa, JomkHO OBITh, Kyda Aen. Bceé-Taku
€My IIPUXOAUTCS YIIPABIAThH LEJIONW UMIIEPUEH.

Cky4arp JOAr0 MHE HE IPUIUIOCh — KO MHE IPHUILIET YE€M-TO SIBHO
B3BOJIHOBaHHBIM Kpuan. IIpucmorpeBmmce, NOHsNA, YTO BBINIIAWT OH
HEMHOIO H3MOXICHHBIM M YCTaBIIUM, CIOBHO HE CHaJl KaK MHUHUMYM
HECKOJIBKO HOYEH.

Tonbko celyac s Hadyaja NMOHUMATh, YTO KO MHE IIOYTH HHUKOTO HeE
nyckaroT. Monmu nocetrurensiMu ObUI JIMIIB caM uMrnepartop, Kpuan u onHa
Clly’)kaHKa, KOoTopas yOupajach B KOMHAarax M NPUHOCKJIIA MHE MOECTb.
Bunumo, B 3aMke He 10 KOHIA Oe30macHO. Bo3MOXXHO, KTO-TO Apyroil Ha
MOEM MeCT€ BO3MYTUJICS Obl OJOOHOMY «3aKJIIOUEHHIO», HO s pellnia, 4To
MOKa paHo OUTH TPEBOTY.

— VY3nanmu 4ro-HMOyAb? — CIOpOCHJIa HETEepIeIuBO, Cropas oOT
JHOOOTIBITCTBA.



— VY3nan, — Kpuan kuBHyJ1, a MOTOM OpOCHI Ha MEHSI JOBOJBHO
CTPaHHBIN B3I,

— He taauTe, — monpocumna, npeauyBCTBYSI HEYTO HHTEPECHOE.

— CHauauna s TOJ>KEH paccKa3arh BaM HEMHOIO O JIPaKOHAX, — HaYaJjl OH,
a IOTOM CHOBA (Kak M Mo3aByepa) BCKOYMJI HA HOTU U MPUHSIICS METAThCS 10
koMmHare. Buj y Hero npu 3ToMm ObLT KpaiiHe o3abouyeHHbIN. — HeT, He Tak.
Jlst Hadana s Xouy, 4TOObI BbI MOHSIJIN: IPAKOHBI U JIFOJU—MAaru OTJIMYArOTCA.
VY nmronmel ecTh Marm4eckoe SApo, KOTOpO€ BbIPaOATHIBAET JIHEPTUIO U
KaHaJIbl, M0 KOTOpPBIM 3Ta 3Heprus pacrekaerca no Ttemy. Konewuno! —
npousHec KpuaH [OBOJBHO TPOMKO, OCTAHABIMBASICh U BCKUJbIBAA
yKa3aTelapHbIA Tajell npaBod pyku BBepx. Kazamoce, OH Xouer
aKIICHTUPOBAaTh BHUMAHHUE Ha 3TOM cjoBe. — KOHEUHO, — MpOmOIKUI OH
CIIOKOMHEE W CHOBA MPUHSJICA XOIWThb, — Marus W IUIOTh YEJIOBEKA TECHO
CBA3aHbI, HO HE TaK IUIOTHO, KAK Y IPAKOHOB. A Bce mmouemy? A moTomy, 4To
DHEPreTUYECKNE KAaHAJIbl JPAKOHOB IOJHOCTBIO MOBTOPSAKOT KPOBEHOCHYIO
cucteMy. [ py0o roBopsi, Hallla KpOBb HAlOJTHEHA MaruyecKon sHeprueil. 3to
MOHATHO? — CIPOCHAJI OH BHE3allHO, CMOTPS Ha MEHS, KaK CTPOrui
npodeccop Kakoro-HUOyIb MHCTUTYTA CO CJIOKHBIM U IJTMHHBIM Ha3BaHUEM.

— Koneuno, — orTBeTmina g NPUIEKHO, HEBOJBHO oOLIylias ceos
CTYAEHTKOM Ha JIEKUHUH. S Jake clierka BBIIPSMUWIACH, MOJOXKUB PYKH Ha
KOJICHU U ONIYTHUB, KAK CUJIbHO HE XBaTA€T TETPAJIU U PYUKH.

— Ouenb xopomo, — KuBHYJA KpuaH, ocTaBIIMCH JOBOJBHBIM MOUM
BHUMaHuEM. — MTak, eciii B3sTh KPOBH JIFOOOTO JAPaKOHA, TO MO HEW MOXKHO
MPOCTO TMOHSTh, K KOMY HMMEHHO OH OTHOCUTCS. TOo ecTh, MOSI KpPOBb
HaIlOJTHEHAa OTHEHHOW Maruen. Y HeOECHBIX APAaKOHOB BHYTPH TEUET Marus
Bo3ayxa. U tak manee.

— Jlorn4Ho, — mpou3Heca s TUXO, MoIy4uB oT KpruaHna ono0puTenbHbIM
KUBOK.

— Ha camom pene KpoBb HECET HAMHOIO Oofblie WH(OpMALUU, HO
ceifluac He 00 »ToM. Tak BOT, s WccleAoBai Bally KPOBb U TMOJTYYHIT
HEOKUJAHHbIC pe3ynbTarhl, — KpuaH BBIISAAET KpailHE B3BOJHOBAaHHBIM H
JIayK€ HEMHOTO MOTPACEHHBIM. — Maruu B Ballleid KPOBU BCE €IIE CIUIIKOM
Majo, HO, BEPOATHO, 3TO M3-3a TOTO, YTO BalllM KaHAJIbl O CHUX IIOp
NOJTHOCTBIO HE ouMIleHbl. Ho ee kolnyecTBa MHE BIIOJIHE XBaTHIIO, YTOOBI
MOHATH HEYTO NPOCTO HEBEpOsTHOE. Bama wmaruss HE HMEET YETKOU
HanpasineHHoctu! Het, cHoBa He Tak, — Kpuan cxBaruics 3a BOJIOCHI, OyaTO
ulla B rojIOBE MPABHIbHBIE CIIOBA, KOTOPbIE CIOCOOHBI OYIyT ¢ TOYHOCTHIO



OOBSICHUTH Ipoucxondmiee. — Bama marus HeceT B ceOe cieabl Bcex
yeTelpex ctuxui. Orons, Boja, 3emiisi U BO3ayX. OHM IEepeIuIeTEeHbl TaK
€CTECTBEHHO U TECHO, YTO UX HEBO3MOKHO Pa3JCIUTh.

— XM, — sl MOpPTHYJIa Iapy pa3, He COBCEM IIOHUMasi, Y€M TaK BOCTOPKEH
v B3BOJIHOBaH KpuaH. — M 4yTo Takoro? — Bce-Taku Cpocuia 5.

Mar paxe nputopMo3wil. HaxmypuBIIMCH, OH IVIIHYJ Ha MEHS 4yThb
ocyxaarone. Kaxxercs, oH OblJ1 HEMHOTO paccep>XeH MOUM HEOHMMAaHHUEM.

— YT0 Takoro, — OypKHYJ OH, KAUHYB PacCTPOEHO rojIOBOH. — ITO OUYEHb
BA)KHO, KaK Bbl HE TOHUMaeTe?! — B3opBaJiCs OH.

— Kpuan, — nocaslmaics npeaynpexaatoini rojoc oT IBEPH.

A HememieHHO omIAHYNAack. B roctunyto Bowen nmneparop. Kpuan Tyt
K€ TTOKJIOHUJICS.

— I[pory mpoienusi, rocroxa, 3a MOl HECAEPKaHHOCTb U TpyOOCTh, —
IIOBUHWJICS Mar. — Moy umieparop.

Parnap Huyero Ha 3TO He cKa3all, OH JvIlb KUHYN Ha KpuaHa emie oquH
HEZOBOJIBHBIN B3I/, & IIOTOM CE€Jl B COCEHEE KPECIO, BCEM CBOMM BUAOM
J1aBasi IOHATb, UTO KENACT MOCIyIIaTh.

Sl HeMHOro mnoepsana, MOYEMY-TO YYBCTBYs JIETKOE BOJHEHUS H3-32
npucytctBusl Parnapa. Mo B3mIsii TO M A0 COCKaib3biBaI ¢ Kpuana u
yCTpeMJIUICS K HmIeparopy. Bckope s moHsna, 4To CMOTPHO Ha HETO
CJIMIIKOM 4acTo.

— IIponomxkain, — nonpocun Parnap.

— la, xoneuHo, — Kpuan Haxmypusi OpoBH, CIIOBHO BCIIOMUHAsI, Ha YeM
VMEHHO OH OCTaHOBWJICS.

— YeTbIpe CTUXUHU B MOEW KPOBU, — HAIIOMHMJIA S €My, HaOIronast, Kak
xMypoe o Kprnana MOMEHTaIbHO CBETIIEET.

— Jla, na, Bce BEPHO, — KUBHYJI OH, IPOJIOJIKUB IPEPBAHHYIO MPOTYIKY
no ™moei roctuHoil. Cyns 1o BceMy, Tak €My mnpouie ObuIo
COCpPE0TaYnBaThCsl HA CBOMX MBICISAX. — B Oymarax Tperbero ummneparopa s
OTBICKAJI JPEBHUH TEKCT. B HEM CKa3aHO, 4YTO KOIZNA-TO JPAKOHbI HE
JEUIINCh Ha CTUXUH, — CKa3aB 3To, Kpuan mocMortpen Ha Hac, OyITo XOTel
YBUJIETH, KAKYI0 PEAKLIUIO BBI3OBYT €TI0 CJIOBA.

Bot Tonbpko uMmnepaTop He 001a1al1 MOABHKHONM MUMUKOM U HE JTHO0MII,
HACKOJIBKO S IIOHsJIA, JEMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOM OMOLIMM, a s HE BUJIEIA B
cinoBax Kpuana Huyero ceepxbecrecTBeHHOT0. He yBUIeB Ha HAIIMX JHUIAX
HUYero ocobennoro, Kpuan B310XHYI TSKEIO.



Mue noxkazanoch 3T0 3a0aBHbIM. OH Bce OOJibllle HAaOMUHAI MHE
0e3yMHO BJIIOOJIEHHOrO B CBOM mpenMet mpodeccopa. [Ipu 3Tom Buj y Hero
ceifyac ObLT TaKOW, CIOBHO OH OTKPBLI HEPAJAUBBIM CTYyJI€HTaM BEIUYANIIYIO
3arajIky Mupa, a T¢ He OLICHWIN BEJINYUs U TPAHANO3HOCTH 3TOU TalHBI.

— YTO K€ 3aCTAaBWJIO HAIIMX MPEAKOB MOWTH HA Pa3lCICHUE U KaK UM
3TO yAaJIOCh? — 3ajaj BOIpOC ummeparop. B ero romoce s ycnslmana
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTb.

Kaxercsa, Kpuan Toxke 310 ycnbiman. OH TyT K€ BCTPEHEHYJCS U C
HAJIeKJI0M MIsiHYA Ha ParHapa. 3aMeTuB Ha JiMIl€ UMIIEpATOpa BHUMAHUE U
WHTEpeC, Mar pa3oMm BooxayieBwics. [Ipudem Tpanchopmarus mpousonia
TaK CTPEMUTEILHO, YTO €€ HEJIb3sI ObLIIO HE 3aMETUTh.

Cxonb3HYB B3IVISJIOM TI0 HMMIIEPATOpy, S K CBOEMY YIUBIICHUIO
3aMETHIIA JIETKYIO YAbIOKY, MPUTAUBIIYIOCS B €r0 I1a3aX M Ha KOHYMKaX Tyo0.
Heyxenu noBenenue Kpuana ero toxe Becenut?

— [ToTtepst ogHOTrO M3 00NMMKOB, — BbIAN Kpuan. — TekcT oueHb cTaphiii,
MeCTaMU 3alliCH MOTEPSIHBI, HO MHE YAAJIOCh COCTABUTh MPUOIU3UTENBHYIO
KApTHUHY TOTO, 4TO Mpousouuto. K coxaneHuro, 1axe Tak OHa 0Ka3ajach HE
IOJIHOM. £l HE MOT'y C TOYHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, UTO ITOCIYKWJIO MPUYUHOU TOTO,
YTO JPAaKOHbl Ha4YaJM TEPSATh OJWH U3 o0nukoB. Hurae He ykazaHo »to. Y
MEHSI €CTh TOJIbKO T€OPUU U PA3MBIIUIEHUS HA 3Ty T€MY, HO O HUX YYyTh
noxe. Co3maercs BIevarmieHue, OyITO 3TO MPOCTO CIAYYUIOCHh OJHAXKIbI U
Hayajo MOpa)kaTb OAHOTO JApakoHa 3a JpyruMm. Haiu npeaku NbITaluch
oopotbcsi. [IpuMepHO B TO BpeMs HAuajJoCh pa3/IeliecHHWEe Ha CTUXUU.
BeposiTHO, 3TO OBLTIO OJTHOM U3 MOIMBITOK OCTAHOBUTHh HEM3BECTHYIO 0OJIC3Hb.
B 3ammcsax ckazaHo, 4TO MOAOOHOE peIIeHHEe M B CaMOM JieJie HEHaI0Jro
MIPUOCTAHOBUJIO SMUAEMHIO, HO Y€pe3 KaKOe-TO BPEMsI BCE Ha4aJl0Ch CHOBA.
Torna 310pOBbIE JPAKOHBI YIILIH.

— B TOT MHp, KOTOpBIH MBI O 3TOTO CYUTAIH CBOEU POIUHOWU? —
MTOMHTEPECOBAJICA 38 lyMUYMBO UMIIEPATOP.

— Bce BepHo, — Kpuan kuBHyn1. — Co BpEMEHEM O CTapoOM MHPE
103a0bUTH.

— IIpocTuTe, HO KaK ApakOHAM YHAJIOCh Pa3lE/IUTh CBOK Maruio Ha
YEeThIpEe CTUXUU? — MOMHTEpPECOBANACh 5. — Pa3Be BbI HE CKa3aJik, YTO Marus
B MOEH KpOBU HACTOJBKO CHJIBHO TEPEIUIETeHa, YTO €€ HEBO3MOXKHO
pa3lenuTh?

— HHTtepecHslld Bonpoc, — cyas no Buay KpuaHa, oH He 3HAJI TOYHO
oTBeTa. — 1 HUTJE HE Hale]d TOYHO OIMUCAHUA Mpolecca pa3feieHus], TaK



YTO MOTY TOJIBKO MpeAnoararb. BeposTHee Bcero, ObUIO CO34aHO KaKOE-TO
3aKJIMHAHUE, KOTOPOE 3aIle4arTblBACT TPU CTUXUHU, OCTABIAA KAKYIO-TO OIHY.
Co BpEeMEHEM CTHUXUHU, KOTOPBIMU HE MOJb30BAJIWCh JOJITHE IOKOJICHUS,
MONPOCTY Kcye3Nid. BriojiHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO HEOOJBIION MPOIEHT BCE-TaKu
OCTaJICSl, HO B JIaHHBII MOMEHT y HAac HET BO3MOXXHOCTHU OTBICKaTh HX B
Haled KpoBu U npoOyauth. HaBepHoe, Tem, KTO Jienai 3To, ObLUIO KpaiHe
HekoMbopTHO. I HE MOry MNpeaCTaBUTh cebe, KaK OHU JOJDKHBI ObLIU
OIIYIIaTh Ce0sl, MOYTH MOJHOCTHIO 3areuaTaB CBOM CHJIbI, — C COUYBCTBUEM B
rojioce npousHec Kpuas.

— Ilony4aercs, s MOTOMOK T€X, MEPBBIX JAPAKOHOB, Y KOTOPBIX €IIE HE
OBLTIO 3aleUyaTaHHBIX CTUXHMI? — 3a/1ajia s HOBBIH BOMPOC CITYCTS HEKOTOPOE
BpeMs, MBITASICh TEM CaMbIM OTBJIeYb KpuaHa OT HE CIMIIKOM NPUSATHBIX
Pa3MBILLIICHUH.

N y MeHs nony4uniiocs.

— Ha, ma, — noarBepaun Kpuan BooxymieBieHHO. — Te, KTO moTepsii
BTOpOM OOJIMK B CaMOM Haualie HUKyJa He yIUIM U3 Bamero mupa. OHu
OCTaBWJIM IOTOMKOB, KOTOPbIE NEPEAABAIN LEHHYI0 KPOBb U3 MOKOJICHUS B
ITIOKOJICHHUE.

— BpIxoauT, — CHOBa 3aroBOpPUJI UMIEPATOP, — IPAKOHAM HE CIIMIIIKOM
nomoro nepecesnenne? Hamm npenky Benb YA U U3 MPOIUIOT0 MUpa.

— K coxanenuto, — Kpuan B310xHYN1 yapydeHHO. — CIyCcTs Kakoe-TO
Bpemsi mpolOiieMa, KoTopas, Ka3ajloch, OCTajach TIO03aJHd, BEPHYIACh.
JIpakoHbI ONIUIM TPOBEPEHHBIM MyTEM U CHOBa cMeHuiIu Mup. Ho 31ech Hac
3acTasia, KyJla Xy/aasi y4acThb.

— Bce 3T0 BBIMIOUT Kak Kakoe-TO MPOKIATHE, — HpoOopMoTana i
TnX0. — Mnu 4T0-T0 BpOAE TOTO.
— Hukakux npoxknstuid, — pe3ko Bbimall KpuaH, MaxHyB pykoul. —

JIroboe mpokisiThue ocrtaBisieT cBoM ciea. Ho MHorue Beka JpakoHbI
VCCIIEIOBAJIA CBOM TE€JIa M HE HAIUIA HUKAaKUX cienaoB. Jleno B 4yeM-To
JIPyTrOM, — CKa3aj OH U HEMHOI'O HEYBEPEHHO IMOCMOTpell Ha Parnapa.

Nmrnieparop, KOHEYHO ke, 3aMETUIT 3TOT B3IVISA.

— J'oBOpH, — pa3pemnii oH, XOTs 3T0 O0JbIlIe MOXOAUIIO Ha PUKA3.

— DTa MBICIIb NPHUIJIA MHE B TOJIOBY IOCJE TOTO, KaK S HCCIENOBal
kpoBb Huku, — cnerka HepemmutTenbHo Havyan Kpuan. — ChHauana g He
3aMeTH1 HU4Yero ocobennoro. KoneuHno, kpomMe TOoro, 4To B HEH TeueT BCe
YETHIPE CTUXUHU. A TOTOM MO€ BHUMAHUE MTPUBJIEKIIO KOE-UTO EIIIE.

— W uTo ke 3107 — cripocuiia s, YyBCTBYS JIETKOE HETEPIICHUE.



— Bama xpoBb OHa... Kak OyaTO OBl COBEPIIEHHO YHMCTa, — B IOJIOCE
Kpurana oT4ETIIMBO CIBIIIATIOCH HE TOJIBKO COMHEHHUE, HO U YAUBJICHUE.

— Y10 3TO 3HAUUT? — A YyTh HAXMypWUJIach, HE MOHUMAs, KyJa KIOHUT
Mar.

— Ecnu cpaBHUBATH Ballly KpOBb M MO0, TO BBI JiaXke OOJIBIITNNA APAKOH,
4yeM s, — BhIIOXHYI Kpuan, momisiieB Ha MEHsI TaK, CJIOBHO XOTE BCKPBITh U
NOIVISZIETh, YTO K€ TAKO€ HMHTEPECHOE CKPBITO BHYTpU Moero tena. Ot
MOJIOOHOTO B3MISIA S JaXe MOCKWIACh, CKUMAsACh CUJIbHEE B CIUHKY
Kpeca.

— Kak Takoe BO3MOXXHO? — MpepBaJl HAIIU IVISJACIKU UMIIEPATOp. —
Pa3Be npenkn Huku He CBSA3BIBAIA CBOKO XWU3Hb C MPOCTHIMHU JIroabMu? Mx
KPOBb JIOJI’KHA ObLIa OCTAThCS B €€ TeJIE.

— Jla, 1 To’)ke 00 ATOM JIymaj, — OTBEAsS OT MEHsS B3MIsA, CKazall
Kpuan. — Co3gaercs Takoe BIieuaTiieHUE, OyJITO MOTEPSIBIINE BTOPOMl OOIUK
JIPAKOHBI CBSI3BIBAIM CBOU KM3HU TOJILKO JApyr ¢ apyroM. Ho passe Takoe
BO3MOXHO? 3a CTOJILKO JIET, a TO HE COTHS M JaXXe HE ThICS4a, MaMAThb O
MPOIIOM JIOJbKHA ObLla MCYe3HYTh. Torma s moayMal o0 elie OgHOM
BapuaHTe. J[peBHsAS KpoBb BHYTpM HHUKM B KakoH-TO MOMEHT IOIPOCTY
BBIXKIJIA BCE OCTAJILHOE.

— DTO AOMKHO OBITH 00JIBHO, — Mpeamnonaoxkuiaa . Kak mo MHe, CJIOBO
«BBDKIJIa» 3BYYUT TaK >K€ YyCTpamiarome, Kak W «YUCTUTb». — S Obl
00s13aTeJIbHO 3aMETHIIA.

— DTO MOIIIO POU30MTH MEMJIEHHO, — Bo3pa3ui Kpuas.

— Mor 11 niepeHoC CTaTh NPUYMHOMN MOAOOHOTO SIBICHUSA? — UMIIEPATOP
BBITVISAJIC]T BECbMa 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM.

— Bnonne, — Kpuan kuBHyn. — B Teopun, — 1o6aBui oH, MogyMas.

— Ot10 Bce? — 3aman Bonpoc Paruap.

— Her, — Mar mokadan TOJIOBOM, a TOTOM €IBa HE mnpocusia. Bce
MOHSITHO, HAC JKJET €II€ YTO-TO HMHTEepecHOoe. — B 3amucsx TpeThero
MMIIepaTopa sl OThICKAI €r0 Pa3MBIIIJICHUSI HA TEMY TOTO, YTO K€ CIYUYHIIOCH
C ApaKOHAMU U IMOYEMY OHU Ha4YaJIu TePSATh OJWH U3 CBOUX BTOPBIX OOIHMKOB.

— N? — umneparop xmypo misinyn Ha Kpuana. Cyas o Bcemy, eMy He
HPaBHJIOCH ATO HAarHETAHHUE aTMOC(EPHI.

— OH Tmpenanoyaokui, 4To BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU Halled packl Tpedyercs
JUTATENIbHBIA TIEpUoA ounIleHus. I BO3MOXKHO OHO TOJIBKO B TOM CIlyyae,
Korma oonmuk crabmiieH. To ecTh, Mo CyTH, 3TO ObLTa HUKakKas He 0O0JIe3Hb, a



HEO0OXOAMMBIN Hamlel pace nepuoa. I UMEHHO OATOMY pa3JeieHUue CTUXUN
Ha KOPOTKMI MOMEHT mnomorno. Harpy3ka Ha Teno JpakoHOB Oblia
YMEHBIIIEHA. 3AJIOKEHHONW B KPOBH JIPAKOHOB IPOTPAMME OYHUILECHUS 3TOTO
Ha KaKoe-TO BPEMs XBAaTHIIO.

— Ilouemy TOrHa MOpakOHBI HE WCHBITBIBAIA TPYAHOCTEH, KOTIA
MOKHUAAIN CTapblii MUP? — CIPOCHUIT UMIIEPATOP.

— Tyt Bce npocto, — Kpuan yneionyscs. — Korga cymecTBo monajaet B
HOBYIO JUIsl HErO Cpeiay, TO eMy TpeOyeTcs mepuoja aaantaruu. Bromxe
BO3MOXKHO, 4YTO IporpaMma OUMINEHUS Ha TNEpPUOd  aJanTaluu
MPUOCTaHABIIMBANIACh, JaBas JAPAKOHAM BO3MOKHOCTh BBDKUTH B HOBOW
cpene.

— 3By4MT JIOTUYHO, — coracwics Parnap. — Torma moueMy y Hac
IIepEeCTaIN POKIATHCS AEBOUKU?

— Sl mpeanonararo, 4To 3TO TOXKE 3AJ0KEHO B MPOTrpaMMeE OYUIICHHS.
Ona OyKBaJbHO BBIHYXKJAET HAC IMOCTOSIHHO OOHOBISTH KpoBb. I[lpupona
HaMHOT'0 YMHEE Hac, MOW UMIIEpATop.

Parnap Huuero He ckasani, TOJBKO KUBHYJ U KAK-TO CTPAHHO Ha MEHSA
MOCMOTpEIL.

— Ilogoxnurte, mosy4aercs, B MOEM MHPE TOXKE €CTh Marus? —
ciupocuia s. [louemy-To 51 TOJIbKO ceruac 00 3TOM 3aymanach.

— Ecim Tam Korja-to CyliecTBOBAM APAKOHBI, 3HAYUT, Marus Tam
Obl1a. BO3MOXHO, 4TO OHa €CTh M ceivac, MPOCTO 3HAHMUSI O TOM, KaK e
MOJIB30BAThCS, JABHO yTEPSHBI. Vi CKPBITHI OT IPOCTHIX JIIOACH, — T00aBUI
Kpuan B koHIIE.

A Haxmypunach. Bo3moxHo s Takoe? 3ayeM Obl KOMY-TO
MOHAI00MIIOCH CKPBIBATh HEYTO MOJ00HOE?

ITociie HEKOTOPBIX Pa3MBIIUICHUM, s MPUIIA K BBIBOLY, YTO TaKoe
OYEHb 1K€ BO3MOXKHO. KTO 3HaeT, komy M 3aueM 3TO HYXHO. Jlaxe s Mory
Ha3BaTh Napy NPUYMH AJI TOTO, YTOOBI CJIeHaTh 3TO.

— YV MeHs ocTajci TOCIeIHUM BOMpPOC, — CKazajla s, U OyATo
MpWICKHAS y4YCHHUIA MOAHUIA MPaBYH PYKYy. DTOT KECT SIBHO M0O3a0aBUI
Kpuana. O nerxko ynelOHysCS U KuBHYJ. — [lodemy s cmoriia BOWTH B
nabopatopuro TpeThero umieparopa? IIOHSATHO, 4TO BCeMy BHHOM MOS
KpOBb, HO HAa 4YTO MMEHHO 3a4apOBBbIBAJl BXOJ MPEAOK HMIIEPATOPCKOU
ceMbu?

— O, — Kpuan BcTpenenysncs. — 9To o4eHb MHTEepeCHBIN Bomnpoc. Kak 4
y>K€ TOBOpHWJI, TPETUW HMIEpaTop HuccieaoBal KpoBb. OH mbITANCS



COEIUHUTHh KPOBb BCEX YETHIPEX THUIOB APAKOHOB. [lo1 KOHEH XW3HU eMy
YTO-TO MOI00HOE yaanock. BoT Ha Takyto KpoBb OH U 3adapoBai Oapbep. To
€CTh, YEPE3 HEr0 MOT MPOWTH APAKOH, B JKMUJIAX KOTOPOrO TEYET KPOBb C
YEeThIpbMs CTUXUSIMHU. [ HUKaK nHaye.

— Bce nonsiTHO, cniacu0o0, — nmobGnarogapuia s, yAOBIETBOPSSICh TaKUM
OTBETOM.

[Tocne sToro pa3roBopa y BceX SIBHO ObLJIO CIMIIKOM MHOIO MBICJIEH B
ronose. CHavasna, U3BUHUBLIUCH, yuen Kpuan, moToM U uMneparop. Yxous,
OH ellle pa3 HAlOMHUJI MHE O TOM, YTOOBI 51 KaK CJEAyeT OTIOXHYJa, BeAb
3aBTPA C yTpa MEHS KIAET OYEPENHOE MOTPYKEHUE B JIEKAPCTBEHHYIO BaHHY.

*FEkOrerymienne™ **

— Oto Bce? — cripocunt Parnap. B 3T0T MOMEHT OH Kak OOBIYHO CMOTPE
U3 OKHA, 3aJ10’)KUB PYKH 3a CIIMHY.

— CnyxaHKka, KOTOpas TpHUCTaBlieHa K Oyayled uMIeparpuiie,
3aME4Y€Ha B KOHTAKTax C JIFOIbMHU, UMEIOIINMU KOCBEHHBIE CBA3U C BOIHOU
umrepueid. CBsi3u oyeHb jganekue. Ecnu Obl MBI HE CMOTpENM Tak
MPUCTATIBLHO, TO HE 3AMETHIIH OBbI.

[Tocne ero cia0B uMnepaTop 0OEpHYJICS.

— Bot kak? M kak oHa ¢ HUMM CBSI3bIBa€TCs? — 3a7ajl OH BOMPOC,
HaXMYPHUBASICh.

Hudero ynuBUTENbHO B TOM, YTO BOJHAsl MMIIEpUsS BHEApUIA B €ro
3aMOK CBOUX JItofieil. DTo Obljla HOpMasibHas MpakTuka. Bpemst oT BpemMeHu
BJIACTUTENM BCEX MMIIEPUN MPOXOAMIA MIMPOKOM TIpeOEHKOM IO JIIOIsM,
paboTaromuM B 3aMKax, «BbIYeChIBas Onox». Koro-to moBuim, KoMy-TO
XBaTaJIo TAJIAHTA, YMa U yAa4l OCTaBaThCsl HE3aMEUEHHBIM JIOJTHUE TO/BI.

Ha srot pa3 Parnap OblT HECKOJIBKO YAMBIEH. JTa KE€HIUHA. .. OH ObLI
MOJIHOCThIO YBEPEH, UYTO OHA HM Ha KOro He pabortaer. Hackonbko OH
IIOMHWJI, OHAa BOIIJIa B IITaT MPUCIYTH AOBOJIBHO JABHO U YK€ HECKOJIBKO
pa3 mpoxoauia TWATEIbHYI0 NpoBepKy. Cyasd MO CEromHSIIHEMY JOKIIANY,
MPOILIEIIINE TPOBEPKU OBLIM HE HACTOJBKO THIATEIbHBIMU, KaK €My
JTOKJIA IBIBAJIH.

— B cBou BBIXOJHBIE OHA OCTaHaBIMBAaeTCA B TaBepHe «llepekpecTok
YEeThIpEX BETPOB». IMEHHO TaM MPOUCXOJAT KOHTAKTHI.

— M 410 ee cBsI3bIBAET € 3TOM TaBEpPHOM?

— OHa CcOCTOUT B POMAHTHUYECKUX OTHOILICHHUSX C CBHIHOM XO3SMHA
TaBEPHBI.

— BbI mpoBepsiiu 3Ty cembro?



— Ja, Bame BennuecTBo. OHO BpeMs Mbl XOTEJIH 3aBepOOBaTh X035MHA
TaBepHbI. Toraa e nponsonuia neppas npoBepka. OHa HUYETO HE TOKa3ana,
HO TOCJI€ THIATEeJIbHOTO aHalIW3a WUjiesl PUBJIEUb BIaJieNiblia TaBEPHBI ObLIa
orOpoiena. Ilociie Toro, kKak CTajgo MOHITHO, Kyla XOJIUT CIy>KaHKa, OblLia
MPOMU3BEECHA €llle 0AHa IpoBepka. OHa HE Jlajla HUKAKOro pe3ysbTarTa.

— W mnouemy e Bbl HE CTalld NOPUBJIEKAThb A3TOTO 4YeENOBEKa? —
nouHrepecoBaica Parnap. Ilogoiias K CTOy, OH C€l B KPECJIO U CIIOKUI
PYKH Ha KHMBOTE, C JETKUM HMHTEPECOM IJIsAJii Ha MYXXYMHY Iepe]; COOOM.
YenoBek cierka 3amsuicsi, OyJTo He 3Hajl, Kak TOYHee BbIpa3uthes. — [oBopH,
KaK €CTh, — IPUKa3aj1 UMIIEPATOP.

— Jla, Bame BEIWYECTBO, — OBICTPO MPOU3ZHEC TOT U BBIIPSIMUJIICS €ILIE
cunpHee. — llocime OKOHYaHMS TPOBEPOK, KOTOpPBIE TAaK W HE JAJH
pe3ylnbTrara, y JioJen, paboTalKX Ha 3TOM JIelie, OCTaJI0Ch OLIYILIEHUE, YTO
OHM 4TO-TO ynycTuiau. Ha nmepBsiil B3I, BCE BRI AUT HOPMAJIBHO, HO. ..

Nmnepartop kuBHYyNI. OH OTVIMYHO TOHUMAJI, YTO UMEHHO XOUET CKa3aTh
ero uenoBek. MakTel hakTaMu, a TPOCTYIO UHTYUIIUIO CO CYETOB cOpachIBaTh
HE CTOUT. Pa3 ecTh OlLIylIEHHE, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK C XO3SIMHOM TaBEPHBI,
3HAYUT, JIFOJIA MPOCTO HE TaM UCKAJIUA WUJTU e HEOCTATOUHO TITyOO0KO.

— I[Iponomkaiite mpoBepku, — npukazain oH. — OOparuTe BHUMaHUE HE
TOJIBKO Ha POJICTBEHHBIE CBSI3H, HO U Ha JIFOJIEH, KOTOPBIE OBIBAIOT B TABEPHE.
KpoMe »TOro mpoBepbTe€ €ro MmOCTAaBIIMKOB. BrojiHE BO3MOXHO, YTO OH
CBA3BIBACTCS C KEM-HUOYAb yepe3 HuX. [Ipocneaute 3a CbIHOM, KEHOUM U KTO
TaM y HEro emie ecTh? YCTaHOBUTE JIETKUM CUTHAJIbHBIN Oaphep Hajn
TaBepHOU. ECTh BEpOSTHOCTB, YTO OH MOCHLIAET COOOIICHHS C TOMOIIBIO
Tyl 1o HouaM. Eciu ecTh Kakue-HUOYAb )KUBOTHBIE, 32 HUMU TOXE HY>KHO
IIPUCMOTPETb.

— Citymaroche, Baiie BEIUYeCTBO. UTO CO CIIyKaHKOW?

— K nokosim Oyayiueit umreparpuipl ee He noamyckarb. Ho u youpars
MOJIHOCTHIO U3 3aMKa Toka He cTouT. [lepeBeaute kyna-aHuOynp noganbiie. S
XO4y 3HaTh, KAKHE€ UMEHHO CBEJCHUS OHA MEPENAECT U KOMY.

— Kak npukaxere, Balie BEIUYECTBO.

— Moxewb uaTu, — oTnyctui Paraap uenoseka.

MyXuvHa TOKJIOHWICS, MPUIOXKHUB KyJlaKk K Tpyad, a [OTOM
pacTBOPUIICS B BO3JIyXE.

NmnepaTtop nocuaen napy MUHYT HEMOJBHUKHO, a MOCJE, OKUHYB CTOJ
nepea coOor B3MISIIOM, MOAOABUHYINI OMMKAWIIYIO CTOIKY, MOTPYXasCh B
paoory.



Cnycta HeKOTOopoe BpeMsi, OH OpOCHII B3Il B CTOPOHY OKHa M yOpal
Oymaru, MpeABapUTEbHO THIATEIbHO MX paccopTupoBaB. Te, 4uTto ObLIM
TOTOBBI, OH OTJOXWJI B CTOPOHY, a TE€, 4YTO €IIE€ HYXXHO IPOCMOTPETH,
MOJIOIBUHYJ OJIMKE K CepeMHE CTOA.

BcTraB, OH HampaBWJICS B CTOPOHY IIOKOEB €ro OyaylIel KEHBI.
CoBepHIEHHOE CIOKOWCTBUE MOCTENEHHO CMEHAIOCH HeTepneHueM. llocne
nepBoro JieueHus HUKu oH olly1al Jerkyro ABOMCTBEHHOCTh CBOMX YYBCTB.

C omHOM CTOPOHBI, €My HE XOTEJIOCh JeNaTh JIeBylike 00ybHO. Kaxapiii
pa3, Korja OoHa Kpuyaja, HauWHash M3BUBAThCA OT OOJM, BCE BHYTPH HETO
3aMHUpPaJIo OT KAJIOCTH.

C npyroii CTOpOHBI, OH HE MOT JOXIaThcsd HOBOTO JHS. M Tomy ObLIO
HECKOJIbKO TIpuuuMH. B cBoux crpamanusix Huka kakum-to o00pazom
YMYAPSUIach BBIISIAETh HACTOJIBKO COONIA3HUTENBHO, YTO OH €]1Ba HE TEepsiI
TOJIOBY, HAOJIO1ast 32 HEM.

OH BHZIENT MHOTO JIIO/IEH, KOTOPbIE KOPUUIUCH OT 001u. OOBIYHO 3TO
BECbMa HenpumisigHoe 3penuiie. Crnesbl, COIUIM, CIIOHH, WCKPUBIICHHBIC
JUIa — BO BCEM 3TOM MaJio mpusitHOro. Bot Tonbko ¢ Hukoii Bce ObUIO HE
TaK.

Bnpouewm, nenars et 001bHO €eMy BCE PaBHO HE XOTenoch. Buas, kako
OHa MOXET OBITh, €My XOTEJIOCh MOCKopee Yy3HaTh, kak Hwuka Oymer
BBIIVIAZIETh B MOCTENU. M 3TO ’KelaHWe KaxIblil JI€Hb pa3ropajioch BCeE
CUJIBHEE.

Kpome toro, eMy oueHb HpaBUJIOCh BpeMs mocJe JieueHus. Korja oH B
NEPBBIA pa3 CHAJI MOKpoe miarbe ¢ Huku, To eMy mpeacraina MOUCTHUHE
BEJIMKOJICTIHAsT KapTUHA. ParHap Imioxo MOHMMall, KakuM oOpa3oM CMOr
YAEPKAThCSI U HUYETO HE ceNarh ¢ JAEBYIIKOM. X0Ts, BUIAT BCE OOTU 3TOTr0O
MUpa, eMy ObLJIO OYE€Hb TPYIHO.

[Tonauany OH XOTen MOpPY4YUTH CiyKaHKE yxon 3a Hwuxou mnocie
nedenusi. Ho cTonsio eMy yBHUIIETh CBOIO OyAyIIyIO >K€HY O€3 OfEXKJbl, KaK
OH Cpa3sy MOHsJI, YTO C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA U JI0 KOHIIA KU3HU HUKOMY OoJiee He
MTO3BOJICHO BUJIETh €€ B TAKOM BHUJIE.

3a cBOMMM pa3MbIILICHUSIMU ParHap He 3ameTui, Kak joOpancs 10
KOMHAaThI, B KoTopoil Huka npoxoauT ouniieHue. Bolas BHyTpb, OH yBUJET,
YTO OHA CTOUT BO3JIE BaHHBI, C HANPSKEHHEM CMOTPS HA TEMHYIO OT TpaB
BOZLY.

[Ipu Buae ee BhIpaKEHUS, UMIIEPATOP XMYpO Mojpkan Tyonl. Ecim Obl
Obl;1a BO3MOXKHOCTH, OH C PaJOCThi0 3a0pan Owl cebe ee Gomb. Ho on



MOHUMAJI, YTO CAEJIATh 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. Kak M yMEHbIIUTH €€ 4eM-HUOYb.
WM oCcTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO TEPIIEIIMBO JOXKNIATHCS OKOHUYAHUS.

— Bamre BenmuecTBo, — BeTpenenyiacs Huka, 3ameTus ero.

Parnap ¢ ymoBonbCTBHMEM MOpOCIENNI, KaK BCOBIXHYIHM Ivaza Hukw.
Kaxxercsi, OHa UCKpEHHE pajia ero BUACTh. DTOT (HaKT MOUEMY-TO KpaliHe ero
B3BOJIHOBAJL.

—T'oroBa? — cripocuit oH, 3aKpbiBasi 3a cOOO0H JIBEpPb.

CrenaB mapy maroB, OH NpHUHSJICSA pasaeBarbcsa. Ha camom pnene, ato
ObLI0 BOBce He 00s3arebHO. OH BIIOJIHE MOT BCTaTh M0331 BaHHBI, HO €My
HPaBUJIOCh BUJCTh, kKak Huka pearupyeT Ha ero oOHa)XeHHOE Tejo. A erle
HpPaBWIOCh OOHMMAaTh €€ BO BpeMs JedeHus. K Tomy ke, mpoxons 4epes
6om1b, Huka cunpHO Omitach, TeM caMbIM e€/iBa HE HaHOCS ce0st panbl. OH He
MOT JOMYCTUTH 3TOr0, MO3TOMY MPEANOYUTAII KPENKO MPUKUMATh XPYIIKOE
TEJIO K CBOEH I'PYyAMU.

— Her, — yectHo npusHanace Huka. — Ho pa3se 310 4yTo-T1O MEHsET?

— OcTanoch HEMHOr0, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, MOAYMAaB, YTO ITUMH
CIIOBaMHU MOXXET XOTs Obl HEMHOTO MOA0OJApUTH €e. EMy coBepllieHHO He
HPABUWICS CTpaX, MEJIbKHYBIIMI B KPAacUBBIX INa3aX, KaK WU BBIPAKECHUE
NevyaJIv Ha JINLE.

— J1a? Or1o xopoiuo, — Baso npodopmorana Huxa.

IToBepHyBIIMCHh K HEMY CIMHOW, OHA CHsIa BepxHee Iarhe. [lanbibl
Parnapa 3amepnn Ha myroBumiax. OH BHUMATEJIBHO CJEAWJ 3a TEM, Kak
TOHKasl TKaHb CKOJB3UT BHU3. B 3TOT MOMEHT €My XOTEJIOCh IMOJAOUTH U
npocaeauTh ee myTh. [10J0KUTh pyKH Ha IJIEYH, a TOTOM BECTH MO pyKaMm
BHU3. [loToM MOXHO ObUIO OBl OOHSTH €€, MPUKOCHYBIIUCH K MSTKOMY
KUBOTY, OITYCTUTbh PYKH HHUKE, OLLyIIask IPUTATATEIbHBIN XKap. ..

TpsixHyB rosioBo#, ParHap momeITancs OTOPOCHTH MOAOOHBIE MBICIH.
[Tonyunsiocs mioxo. Temmeparypa ero Tteaa HEMHOTO MOAHSNACH, JIBIXaHUE
cTajo 0oJiee TSXKEBIM, a B3MJISA] CaM 10 ce0e MOTEeMHEI.

B sror moment Huka npumnopHsiia IJIUHHYIO OEIOCHEXHYIO HOOKY
HUYKHETO IJIaThs U MepecTymuia yepe3 0opTuk BaHHOU. B3 Parnapa cam
no ce0e mpukurien K crpoiHoi Hore. K ero oropueHuto, Bce 3TO IJIUIOCH
BCETO JIUIIL MUT. Bripouem, 3TOro BIOJHE XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI KapTUHA MIPOYHO
OTIIeyaTanach B €ro rojoBe.

Crycts HEeKOTOpOE BpeMsi, CIIPABUBIIUCH CO CBOMM Pa30yIIeBaBIIMMCS
TEJIOM, MMIIEPATOP TOJHOCTBIO pa3feics, JIOYSCh CMYIICHHBIM BHUIOM
Huxu. OHa nenana BUj, 4TO cTaparesibHO Ha HETO HE CMOTPHUT, HO MPU ITOM



OH 3aMmeyall, Kak BpeMsi OT BPEMEHU €€ B3IVIAJ BCE-TAKU CKOJIb3WII [0 HEMY.
B Takue MOMEHTBI €My Ka3aJoCh, YTO BCE €0 HYTPO B3AparuBaect, OCTPO
pearupys.

[lonaBuB yxMmbUIKy, OH oOomien BaHHy. [Ipu 3TOM wumneparop He
OTPBIBAJl B3IVIAA OT BOCXUTHUTEIBHOIO B CBOEM THIATEIBHO CKPHIBAEMOM
cMmyeHny auna Huku. BeraB mo3aau, oH »KaJIHO ITOCMOTPEI HA OTKPBITYIO
yacTh IIeu. Huka OTKMHYyJIa BOJIOCHI Ha OAHY CTOPOHY, OTKpPBIBas €My
IIPOCTO 3aMeyaresIbHbIi BUA. EMy BHE3aIIHO 3aXOTENOCh KOCHYTHCS 3TOU
KOXHU TyOamH, OUIyTUTb €€ BKYC, a MOTOM 00s3aTeIbHO OCTaBUTh Ha HeEM
clen.

[IpuKpbIB Ha MUT 71233, OH BOLIET B BaHHY U cell. COCpe10TOYUBIINC,
Parnap nayan BauBare cBoro sHepruro B Huky. Kornma ee kpuk B3BuiCs moa
MOTOJOK, €My MOKa3ajloch, OyATO YTO-TO OCTPOE€ BOH3WIOCH B €ro
BHYTPEHHOCTH.

OHa cHOBa 1OTEpsUIa CO3HAHUE.

[TonxBatus ee Ha pyku, UMIIEPATOP IPOLIEN B €€ KoMHary. Ha kpoBaru
y)Ke Jiexano IUioTHoe mokpeiBano. Ilocie ero HyxHO OyaeT yoOparh.
[Tonoxus akkypatHo Huky Ha xpoBarb, Parnap HekoTopoe BpeMs HMpOCTO
CMOTpeN Ha Oecco3HaTeNbHyI0 JIeBYyIIKY. HakmoHuBmMCh, OH yOpal ¢ auia
MOKpPYIO Ipslb, IIOCI€ OCTOPOXKHO IIOIIAJUB IMAJbLEM  HEXHYIO
0apxaTucTyro Koxy. JJmuHHBIE pecHUIB 4yTh AporHyau. Ha Hux Omecrenu
XpyCTaJIbHbIE KalelbKH Cjie3. AJble, MCKyCaHHbIE T'yObl, MOXOAMJIM Ha
3aCTBHIBIIYIO KpOBb. OHM MaHUIIH, 00€Ias MoAapuTh OJaXKEHCTBO.

Pe3ko oTBepHYBIINMCH, UMIEPATOpP IOAXBATHII IPUTOTOBICHHBIN IS
Hero xanaT. HakuHyB ero Ha ce0s, OH NpuHsJICA cHUMaTh ¢ Huku marsbe.
Yewm OoJibllle OTKPHIBAJIOCH €€ Teja, TEM CUIIbHEE CTAHOBUJICA €0 MYJbC U
xKap. [IpixaHue 3aTpyIHAI0CH C KAXKIO0U CEKyHIOH.

CHsIB MOKpO€E TUIaThe, OH HE yaepkaycs u nomaaui Huky mo xuBory.
Koxka okazanach O4€Hb XOJIOAHOM, HO IIPU 3TOM HEBEPOATHO MaHsUIEH. Emy
3aXOTEJIOCH COIPETH €€ MOLEIYSIMU.

Cynopo:XHO BBIIOXHYB, HMIIEPATOp IMOCTApANCA YCHOKOUThCA. K
COXKAJICHUIO, €TI0 B3IV TO U JIEJIO COCKAJIB3bIBAJI TO HA IPYyAb, CKOJIb3S I10
Ty BHU3 JI0 COCPEOTOUMS ONIaKEHCTBA.

[lomxaB HETOBOJNBHO TYOBI, OH B3sUI TEIJIOE€ BIAXKHOE MOJIOTEHIE U
npussuica BeiTuparh Huky. Kak Obl emy He XoTenoch ee, OH He coOupascs
KpacTh M COBEpIIATh YTO-TO MoA0OHOe Oe3 ee Beaoma. EMy HyxkeH ObLI
OTKIUK. OH kKenan BUIETh OTBETHBIM MTOXKap B €€ IJa3ax.



NMeHHO M03TOMY OH KaXKZIbli pa3 MPOCTO BBITUPAJ €€ TEJI0, a MOTOM
HaJIeBaJl YUCTYIO pyOaliky, yorupas Bce JUIIHEE U3 KOMHATHI.

Ckopo, 0YeHb CKOPO OHA CTAaHET €ro >KEHOW U OH CMOXKET BOIUIOTUTH
BCE CBOM >K€JIaHU B KM3Hb. Hy>KHO JTUIIIb HEMHOTO MTOTEPHETh.

O TOM, YTO emEe COBCEM HENABHO OH Aymal O COBEPUIEHHO ApPYrou
JIeB€, UMIIEPATOP U HE BCIIOMUHAIL.



I1asa 10

B nocnennuii pas, korja s npoxoauia yepe3 OYUIIEHUE, MO€ CO3ZHAHUE
HE OBLJIO MOJIHOCTHIO BBIKJIIOYEHO. FIMEHHO TTOATOMY 51 OTYETJIMBO OIIYIAJIa,
KaK UMIIEPATOP YXa)XMBAE€T 3a MOMM O€3BOJIbHBIM TejaoM. B nmyiie s Bcs
cropaja OT OXBAaTUBIIETO MEHS CMYIICHUS, HO IIPU ATOM K JIETKOM
CTBIJIMBOCTH MPHUMEIINBAIOCH €Ille KOe-4TO — BO30yxjaeHue. M s Huuero
MOJIeJIaTh C 3TUM HE MOTJIA.

ITocne Toro, Kak s MpOCHYJAch Ha CICAYIOIIUN JIeHb, TO cjeliajia B,
YTO HMYEro He 3Haro. HaBepHoe, MHE CTOWMJIO MPEAYNPEIUTh €ro, 4TO C
KaXJIBIM pa30M MO€ CO3HAHHUE CTAHOBHUTCS BCE Kpemde, HO OTYET0-TO S 3TOTO
nenaTh HE crana. Temepb, KaXKIbld pa3, CTylas B BaHHYI C TOPbKUMH
TpaBaMHu, s OlTyIIaja JETKOe BOJIHEHUE, IIPEABKYIIas JaJbHEHIITNE COOBITHS.
Koneuno, s He nipo 601b. KTo Ob1 npenBkyman mogooHoe? Toabko TOT, KTO
MOJIy4aeT OT HEE YI0BOJbCTBUE.

S HauBHO moJaraja, 4To Bce Oypu ocTanuch nozaau. [Ipasma, HeMHOro
CMYIIAJI0 TO, YTO B MOM KOMHATHI ITOYTH HUKOTO HE MyCKaJU, Ja U MEHS HE
BBIITYCKaJIU, HO 51 HAJIes1ach, YTO ATO M3-3a MOEH c1aboCTH OT JieueHusi. MHe
Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO CTOUMT MHE OBJIQJIETh HEMHOTO Marueu, Kak Moe 3aKJII0YEHUE
3aKOHYMTCH.

B toT nenp s mpocHynack Kak 00brdyHO. K MoeMy yauBI€HHIO, CETOTHS
uMIieparopa B komHaTe He Obu10. [l0o3ke s y3Hana, 4To y HEro ecTh Jiesa 3a
npeaeaaMy 3aMKa. DTO MEHS He CMYTHJIO — s IOHMMaJjia Ba)KHOCTb paOOThI
Parnapa, — HO oropuuio. S mpuBBIKIa 3a 3T JHU Pa3roBapyMBaTh ¢ HUM II0
yTpaMm nocie mpoueayp. Jla u ¢ KaXIbIM IMOCEIICHUEM HMIIeparopa Mos
CHUMIIaTHsI K HEMY pOCJia BCE CUJIbHEE.

S Tenepp 4acTo pasMbIILIIA O TOM, Kakas *WU3Hb Hac xJAeT. B ogun
MOMEHT MHE Ka3ajJoCh, YTO BCE OyIeT OTIMYHO, B JPYrol MOMEHT,
MPUXO/IUJIA B YHBIHUE, PUCYS B CBOCH TOJIOBE HEYTO MEYAITHbHOE M TOCKIMBOE.

ITocetuB yOOpHYIO M BaHHYIO, s NMPHUHSJIACH 3a 3aBTPAK, MBICICHHO
COCTaBJISISl TIJIaH HA CETOJHSIIHUN AeHb. ParHap ckazai, 4To 3aBTpa Oyuer
MoCIeTHUM pa3. DTO MeHd AUKO oOpagoBajio. TepmeTh O0db W Jajblile
COBEpPIIEHHO HE XOTeJIOCh. JKallb, KOHEYHO, JTUIIATHCA TAKUX BOJHUTEIIHHBIX
MOMEHTOB TMOCJ€ MpoILeayp, HO, HaACOCh, B JaJbHEHIIEM Yy Hac C
UMIIEPaTOpPOM OyJIeT Macca UHBIX BO3MOXKHOCTEH.



Ho s otBnekamace. Yem Obl MHe 3aHsATbCs ceronHs? HasepHoe,
nounTar. Jla, TOUHO. A TOTOM e€lle MOYHTar. A 4YeM eme TyT MOXKHO
3aHUMarhCcs B3anepTu? [1nares s 1aBHO yxe Bce nepecmorpena. B komHarax
youpaetr cnyxaHka. Eay TroTOBUTh MHE HE HAJl0, BCE TaK MPUHOCHT.
TeneBuzopa HeET, KOMIIbIOTEpa ToXke. Mrp s HUKakuX HE 3ameTuia, Jla u
UrpaTh OJIHOM Kak-TO HE OYEHb HUHTEpeCHO. TOIbKO M OCTaeTCs, UTO
o0yuaTbcs, UATasi KHUTY 3a KHUTOM. MOXHO eIrle mo3aHuMarbcsi pu3nyecku.
[Iporynkamu MeHs Temnepb HE CIUIIKOM OalyroT, (DU3NYECKUX Harpy30kK
OpraHWU3My HE XBaTaer.

[Tonauany s, KOHEYHO, ObLJIAa pajia, YTO MHE paboTaTh HE HA/NO0. XOUuy —
CIUTIO, XOUy — 4YHWTaw, X04y — B BaHHE IuIeckatoch. Ho mocTeneHHo
OECKOHEYHBIH OTABIX CTall HACKyYHWBaTh. XOUYETCS CMEHUTH OOCTaHOBKY,
IPOUTHCH MO 3aMKy, 3alVIIHYTh B KaXIbId YTroJl, OTOBOPUTH C Pa3HbIMU
JOIbMU, 3aHSITHCS YEM-TO MOJE3HBIM.

3aKOHUYMB C 3aBTPAKOM, 51 coOupanach yKe€ MOWTH U BbIOpaTh cede
KHUT'Y Ha CErOJHs, KaK B KOMHATY BOIIIA CIIyKaHKa. S| MEeJIbKOM IIIsIHYJIa Ha
Hee, BCIIOMHHUB, YTO 3Ta KEHIIMHA padoTajla HEKOTOpOEe BpeMs Hazall, HO
MOTOM €€ 3aMEHUJIU JIpyroil. YecTHO roBops, MOHAYaldy MbITajlach C HUMHU
MOTOBOPUTH, HO KaXJbld pa3 HaTalIKMBajach Ha CTeHY MoiyaHus. Her,
CIy’)KaHKM MOIJIM TOBOPUTH, HO TOJBKO 1O jeiy. B KoHIlE KOHIIOB, s
ocTaBWJIa Jtofiel B mokoe. KTo 3HaeT, BAPYr UM Mo KakoMy-HHOYIbh yCTaBy
HE TI0JIOXKEHO BECTH PA3rOBOPHI C X035€BaMHU Ha OTBIICUYCHHBIE TEMBI.

Korma omgny cimyxaHKy CMEHWIM Ha APYTYHO, s HA KOPOTKHUWA MHT
3alHTEPECcOBaIach, HO CIpallkBaTh, B YeM JI€JI0, HE cTajia. Majo Jiu, BApyr
B CEMbE KaKue-HUOyIb Jiejla 00pa3oBajIUCh, U KEHUIMHE MPUILIOCH B3SITh
otmyck. Mnu npocro 3abonena. Jla u KTo 3HaeT, MOXKET ObITh, Y HUX TYT €CTh
CBOM rpaduk, KTO M 3a KaKMMHM KOMHaTaMu W rocrnoaamu cieauT. Ho B
OyayieM Haio OylleT MOMHTEepecoBaThCa 3TUM. Beé-Taku, Kak nMieparpuua,
MMEHHO 51 TOJKHA Oyay cleIuTh 3a paboToil B 3aMKe.

NMeHHO 1M03TOMY, 5 HUCKOJIBKO HE YIMBHJIACh OYEPETHON CMEHE.

— l'ocnoxa, BbI mo3aBTpakain? — COPOCHIIa MEHS JKSHIIMHA.

— Ja, cmacubo, — moOmaromapwiia si, BCTaBas U COOHMpasich WATH B
KOMHary.

— [Momoxxute, rocmoka, — OCTAaHOBUJIA MEHS CITy>KaHKa.

S BompocHUTENBHO MOCMOTpETIa Ha Hee.

— B yem neno?



— Ero ummeparopckoe BEIMYECTBO MPOCUII BaC MOJOWTH K HEMY B
KaOMHET MocJyie 3aBTpaka.

51 Haxmypunace.

— Ho MHe cka3anu, 4To €ro CErofHs B 3aMKE HET.

— OH BepHYyJICA HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha3asl.

— [Touemy ke He TpuLIen cam?

— I He 3Haro, TocnoXka, — Ha JIMLE KCHIIMHBI IPOCTYIUI JIETKUN UCITYT,
CJIOBHO OHa 0Oosi1ach 00MIETh KOTO-TO M3 HAC — MEHS WM uMmIieparopa. — S
IIPOCTO Ciy:KaHKa. Ero BenmyecTBo IpuKaszal MHe, s lepenaro Bam. Bam
HY>KHO OJIEThCS JJI1 BCTPEUHU.

S 3agymanacek Ha Mur. O6p1uHO Parnap cam ko mHe npuxoaut. He Ob110
HU OJIHOTO pa3a, 4ToObl OH BOT TakK, YEPE3 KOTO-TO MOMPOCUIT MEHS MPUNTH K
HEMY. DTH MBICIIA 3aCTaBWIM MeHs Koiebarbesi. Cpa3y BCIOMHUIICS MOMEHT,
KOIZIa MEHsI BBIKpAIM IpsAMO u3-mmox Hoca Kpmana. Ho Benp mocne toro
Parnap mpoBepms 3aMOK Ha NpeaMeET BBIBICHUS IPENATENIed. 3HAYMT,
oracarbcsl Heduero? Jla u ciry’kaHkKy 3Ty, HaBEpHOE, CTO pa3 MIPOBEPHIIH.

VY6enus camy ce0sl, s BBIIOXHYJIA U KUBHYJIA.

— Ilonoxnu 31€Ch, 1 OJIEHYCh.

— S momory BaM, rocro’xa, — IPOU3HECIIA JKEHIINHA, MOAXOA KO MHE
ommke. — Tak OyneT ObIcTpee.

A HeyBepeHHo kuBHyna. Heyxenu y ParmapoM ciy4unoce 4To-TO
CEpPbE3HOE, pa3 OH HE CMOT IIPUWTHU CaM, Ja €€ U IOMNPOCUI IOTOPOIUTH
MeHa? Haneroch, ¢ HUM Bce Xopouio. becroKoWCTBO HEMPUSATHBIM 3yA0M
BIIMJIOCh BO BHYTPEHHOCTH, 3aCTaBIISIsI MEHSI TOTOPOIUTHCSL.

Korma s moutn onenach, COMHEHHsI CHOBAa Hadald Ipbi3Th MeEHS. C
KAaKOW CTOPOHBI HE ITOCMOTPH, HO IMPOUCXOSIIEE BBI3BIBAIIO ITOA03PEHUS.

— A e cenvyac Kpuan? — cripocuna s, mo3BOJSAsA CIY’KAHKE 3aTSHYTb
LIMPOKUU MOSIC HA TAJUH.

Pykn XeHIIMHBI Ha KOPOTKMM MHUI 3amepiad. B 3TOT MOMEHT s
BHUMAaTEJIbHO HaOMIoAaIa 3a CIyKaHKOW uepe3 3epkajo. B nuie oHa HUKak
HE U3MEHUIACH.

— OH ¢ ero uMIepaToOpCKUM BEIUYECTBOM, — OTBETHJIA KEHIITUHA.

DTOT OTBET TOJILKO €Ile O0JbIlle HACTOPOXKUI MEHs. J|o TOro MoMeHTa
MHE Ka3ajloch, 4TO ParHap [AOBOJIBHO CHUJIBHO 3a00TUTCSI O MoOei
oe3omacHoctd. IMEHHO MO3TOMY B MOM KOMHATBI BXOJWJI OIPAHUYEHHBIH
Kpyr moneu. Ecim u Parnap B 3amke u Kpuan, Torna nmouemy HU OIMH U3
HUX HE TpUIIeN, 4ToObl COMPOBOAMTH MeHsA? Sl MOHMMar, 4To B J00OE



JIpyroe Bpems 1moaoOHOe ObLI0 Obl HOpMAJILHBIM. BCE-Taku mMmeparopy He
HY’)KHO OXPaHSITh CBOIO OyIyIIyIO0 >KeHY KpyIible CyTKA. BoT Tonbko cam
Parnap roBopusi MHE HEJIaBHO, YTO MOKa MOsI OXpaHa OyZeT yCUJIEHHOH u3-3a
BO3MOXKHOM YIpO3bl CO CTOPOHBI HEAOOpOKETATENEH.

— CkaxXu UMIIepaTopy, 4TO s HEBAXKHO Ce€OsI CErofHsI YyBCTBYIO, —
IpOU3HECIIA sI OCTOPOXKHO, OTCTYyMAasi Ha Mapy 1IaroB OT KEHIIUHBI. Tak u He
MOBSI3aHHBIN MOSIC TTOBUC HA TaJIMU, OJJHUM KOHIIOM yTaB Ha I0J, a TOTOM U
BOBCE COCKOJIb3HYJI MMOJTHOCTHIO.

B »osto Bpemss s mpogomxana HaOMOAATh 3a BBIPAKCHHUEM JIWIA
x)eHuHbl. [Ipocaenus 3a ynmaBmuM TMOsICOM, CIy>KaHKa MOJHSIA HAa MEHS
B3IISI], TMOCMOTPEB MHE MPSAMO B IJla3a depe3 3epkaio. BcmbixHyBImas
TpEeBOra 3acTaBuiia MEHS 3a/I€pXKaTh AbIXxaHue. Tello AepHyIOCh BIEPE] CaMO
1o cebe, Oy/ITo MHCTUHKTUBHO *eJjas u30ekaTh OaCHOCTH.

K coxanenuro, Mosi CKOPOCTh ObLIa CIMILKOM MeajeHHOH. CiyXaHKa B
OJTHO MTHOBEHHE OKa3zajlach PSJAOM. A TMOTOM S OUIyTHJIA JIETKUH YKOJI B
00J1acTH IIIEH.

Pe3ko pa3BepHYBIIUCH, 51 yAapuiia )KEHITMHY 110 JIKIlY, 0eTOM HaIrpaBsis
K BBIXOJYy U3 rapaepoOHoil. Jlo nBepu s He nobOexana. Horu BHe3arHo
3alyTalluCh, M s PyXHYJIa Ha TMOJ, OIIyIIas, Kak peaJbHOCTh KyAa-TO
noruiblia. B rojose Obuio mycto. Moe co3HaHue MbITaIOCh OOPOTHCS C TEM,
YTO MHE BKOJIOJH, TIOITOMY Ha MOCTOPOHHUE MBICIHM Y MEHSA HE ObLIO HU
BPEMEHH, HU CHIL.

S 3amgpIxanack, Jgeka Ha MOJIy MOYTH Mapaiu3oBaHHas. B 3TOT MOMeHT
nepe MOMM JIMIIOM METbKHYIIM HOTH CIIyKaHKH. Sl oKujana yiaapa wid eie
4ero-HuOy/Ib B 3TOM AyXe, HO HUYEro moJoOHOTo He mpou3onwuio. JKeHumHa
IPOCTO MPOIILIa MUMO MEHSI, BBIXO/IS U3 rapAepOoOHO.

[Tannka yaynuiMBOM BOJHOM MPOKATWIACH 10 MOEMY Telly. 3HAYUT JIU
€€ yXOJl TO, UTO IMpernapar JOJDKEH HE MPOCTO Mapajnu30BaTh MEHsA, a YOUTH?
O10 mioxo! J1o oveHb, oueHb Mmoxo! Urto penars? Heyxenu s BOT Tak
MpOCTO YyMpy?

Kak obugHo...

Kornga s yxe moyTH mOpuHsIa CBOKO JAIbHEHIIYIO  CynbOy,
MPUTOTOBUBIIUCH JIMOO MEPEPONUTHCS, TUOO MOTEPITh Ce0sl MOCIEe CMEPTH
OKOHYATEJIbHO, MO€ TeJO KTO-TO NofHsI. Olymanock 3TO CTpaHHO.
Kazanocsk, 6ynro MeHst 00epHY/IU B TOJICTHIN CJIOW BaTHI.

Pa3 MeHs nmogHsM, TO yOuBaTh He cobuparoTcsa? B uHoMm ciryuae, 3auem
Obl UM TPUIUIOCH MEHS Kyda-To TamuTh. M He Hamoeno eme? CKOIBKO



MOXKHO, B caMoM Jiesie? MOoXHO yke OMEHSTh IJIacTUHKY? S mymana, 4to B
ATOT pa3 OXpaHa HE MPOIYCTUT HU OJHOTO MOJO3PUTENBHOTO YEIOBEKA.

[lopHstiu MeHs, KCTaTh TOBOPS, 3a JKMBOT, KaK MEIIOK C KapTOIIKOM.
[Toxuturenu siBHO HE 3a00THIIMCH 00 3CTETUUECKOM BUjie. IMEHHO OATOMY
nepe MOUMH I1a3aMU MeJIbKas TOJIBKO IMO.

Kaxercs, oHM 0 4eM-TO TOBOPHWIIM, HO IIIyM B yIlIax Memlaa pa3ooparb.
[Touemy onu? He mymaro, uto ciyxaHka cMoria Obl MEHS BOT TaK MOJHSTh.
A 3TO 3HAUUT, UTO UX, KAK MUHUMYM, JBOE.

A nymama Mbl BBIfIEM W3 KOMHATBI, HO BMECTO JTOT0 3a4€M-TO
nofouuit K okHy. CIycTs mapy CEKyH[ s OLyTHJIa AYHOBEHHUE MPOXJIaHOTO
BeTepka. JlypHoe mpenuyBcTBUE OyKBaIbHO BBUHTUIIOCH B MO3T.

MpsI cHOBa nosietuM? M. ..

Yro eme «uian» MoayMarb s HE yclena, TaK KaKk MEHs IMOIMpPOCTY
BBIIIBBIPHYJIM HA YIIHILY. BOT Tak MpoCTO B3sUIM U BBIKUHYJIW U3 OKHA!

4 enBa He 3aJ0XHYJIACh OT BO3MYIIEHUs. BpoyeM, 0 TOM, 4TO ¢ MOUM
TeJI0M 00palalTCs CTOJIb HEOPEXKHO, BOJTHOBAJNACH 51 OYKBaJbHO CEKYHY, a
ITOTOM BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO MOSI KOMHATaX HAXOJIUTCS JOBOJIBHO BBICOKO. Her, He
Tak. OHa pacrnojokeHa Ha CaMbIX BEpPXHUX OJTaxkax! A 3amMoOK, Ha
MUHYTOYKY, JAJIEKO HE ABYXATaXHbIM. Jla, 4epT BO3bMH, s MHOOPOCTY
pa3o0bI0CH!

3a KOpOTKHII NEPUOJ BPEMEHU 5 YCIEIa BO3MYTUTHCS, IOCETOBATh Ha
cynbOy, moxaneTs cebsi u ucnyrarbes. He 3a0bia U 0 Bparax, KOTOPBIX CO
CMakoM IMpOKJIsja, HaJeACh, YTO OHM IIOJIy4yaT CBOE€, KOrzma s yMpy.
[Tocnenusis MbICIb OCTaBHIIA TTOCIE Ce0sl TOPHKOE MOCIEBKYCHE.

Ymupars g He xoTena. S BeAap CTOJIBKO BCEro 3alulaHupoBajia. BeiiTh
3aMyXK 32 UMIEPATOpa, OOYYUTHCS Maruu, UCCIEAO0BATH 3TOT MHUP, POAUTH
neter, BbIpacTUTh uX. CBOIO CMEpTh s BUJIENa B IIIYOOKOW CTapoCTH B
OKPYXEHUU KaK MUHUMYM MPABHYKOB.

K tomy ke, ymuparh, HU pa3y HE IOKATABIIMCH CO CBOMM MYXEM IIO
npocTeiHAM? Sl HEe comnacHa Ha Takoe!

B kakon-to MOMEHT BHYTPM MEHs BCE BCHBIXHYJIO. bBUIO OYEHb
001pHO. Tak, OyTO KTO-TO IJIECHYJI BHYTPh TPYAM Mapy JUTPOB KHUIISITKA,
KOTOPBIA MOMEHTAJIBHO PACIIPOCTPAHUIICS IO BCEMY TENLY 110 BEHAM.

He 3Hnaro, xpuyana M s, HO MOSI TOJIOBA, KaXXETCS, B30pBAJIACH OT
O0XKHUTaloIEero OIIYIICHHs. A TOTOM. ..

A TTIOTOM MHp U3MEHUIICS.



S WHCTUHKTMBHO MaxHyJla pyKaMH, YyBCTBYs, KaK OT OOJIBIIOrO,
MPOCTO TPOMATHOTO COMPOTUBIICHUS PYKU BbIBOpaunBaroTcs. Crouny
MPOCTPENIUIIO KOJIKOU O0bio. M3 Moero pra cHoBa BbIpBajics Kpuk. OTKya-
TO U3aJieKa JOHECCS TPOMKUI, OOJIE3HEHHBIN PHIK.

3emMysi CTpeMUTENBHO MpubInxkanack. Korma oHa okazanach CIHIIKOM
ONMM3KO, S 3aXMYypHJIach OT OTYasHHS, TOTOBSCH K emie Oosbine Oomu. S
PYXHYJa, TYT K€ 3aCTOHAB OT OCTPBIX BCHBIIICK 10 BCEMY TENY.

Cekynpa, apyras...

A yxe ymepna unn?..

OTKpBIB M1a3a, MOPTHYJIAa HECKOJIBKO pa3, MbITAsICh MOHSTH, YTO K€ 3TO
Takoe 51 BWKy. Kazamoch, MUp CTaj COBEpIICHHO ApyruM. YeTkocTh OblLia
TaKOM, YTO S MOIJIA PACCMOTPETh BCE IMECUMHKHA HE TOJBKO BO3JIE CBOETO
HOCA, HO M Ha JIOBOJIbHO OOJIBIIIOM PACCTOSHHH. THICSYHN 3amaxoB BITUJIUCH B
MO3I, OTYETO0 y MEHS 3aKPYKHJIAaCh rojioBa. A motoM mpumieln myM. [Hlopox
JIUCTBBI, YbU-TO TPEBOXKHBIE Trojloca, KPpUK MNTHUI] (Ka3aloCh, OHU KpUYaT
MPSIMO OKOJIO MOETO yXa), MHOTOYMCJICHHBIE IIIOPOXH, a BETEP 3aBbIBAJ TaK,
CJIOBHO $ JIeXkaJja rmocpeau Oypu.

MoOTHYB T0OJI0BOM, OTOpBajia €€ OT 3€MJIM U IOMNbITAIACH BCTaTh. MeHs
MOMEHTaJIbHO IOBEJIO B CTOPOHY. Sl TyT K€ CHOBa I'POXHYJACh, IPEOOIBHO
YIAPUBIIKMCH TTOAOOPOJIKOM O KaMHHU.

Kamuau?

[TonbrTaBmuch choKycupoBaTh B3IV, S €Ba He 3akpuyana. llepen
MOUMH TJa3aMH ObUIO 4TO-TO... B 001miem, uTo-To HemoHsTHOE. [[muHHOE,
oenoe, moxoxee Ha... TpyOy?

[TomHsIB TOJIOBY BBINIE, SI C Y)KACOM IOHSUIA, YTO HEUYTO MPECIEAYET
MEHs. «9TO» HA MoeM Juiie? S Ha 4TO-TO HaropoIach?

[Tannka Havana oxsareiBaThb MeHs. [lombITanace BCKOYMTH. Teno He
CIyIIajJoCh coBepmieHo. MeHs 3akadano. YTo-TO NaBWIIO HA IUIEYM, PYKU
JPOXKaJIH.

ITouemy s He ymepna? Pa3Be KTO-TO MOXET BBIKWTH, YIaB C TaKOU
BbICOTHI? COMHEBAIOCh. XOTs, 3TO BEJlb MUP Maruu.

Touno!

Hagepnoe, mens crac Kpuan wim kakor-HuOynb apyrou mar. Ilpocto
Opocuit 3aKJIMHaHUE JIEBUTAIlMU, U Bce. Takoe Beab Bo3MOKHO? [Touemy Obl
u HeT. Pa3 OGapbepbl y HUX TYT BCSIKUE €CTh, 3HAUUT M 3aKJIWHAHUE TIOJIETa
noJKHO ObITh. Haiinst nns cebst moruueckoe OObSICHEHWE, S BBIJOXHYJA,
ITIOBECEIIEB.



bonb Bce emie BOJIHAMM TyJsula B TeJi€, HO YK€ HE Obljla HaCTOJBKO
oOxuraroie u oryruisitomen. [IpaBaa, MeHsT cMyliano HECKOJIBKO BEUIEH.
[lepBas, 3TO HEMOHATHAS IITYKa HA MOEM JIMIE, KOTOpass HEU3BECTHO KOIJIa
npuuenuiack ko MHe. M1 BTopoe, To, 4TO s BCE €I1I€ HUKAaK HE MOIJIA BCTATh.
Takoe oiymnieHue, OyJITO TEIO HE NPUHAMJICKUT MHE. XOTS, HET, HE Tak.
Kaxxercst, CTOBHO s1 BHE3aMHO 3a0blja, KaK MOJIb30BaThCS CBOMMH HOTaMU U
pykamu. HaBepHOe, MIMEHHO Tak OIIYIIAl0T ceOsl MIIAJEHIIbI, KOT/Ia BIIEPBbHIC
MBITAIOTCSI OCMBICIICHHO C/IeIaTh KaKoe-JIM0O0 ABUKEHUE.

CoOpaBiuch ¢ cwiamu, s TOMNbITalach BCTaTh Ha HOTH. B 3TOT ke
MOMEHT Ha CIHMHE YTO-TO 3alIeBEIUI0Ch. Cpasy mocie 3TOTrO MOCIHbIIIAIICS
I0pOX, @ TOTOM KaKOM-TO TPOXOT.

Czagu yto-Tto mpoucxonut? Hano yxomuThs OTCIOIA, a TO, KTO 3HAET,
BJIPYT ATH CBOJOYM HAa MEHS KaKOW-HHOYIb pOsulb CKUHYT. JlamHo, posuieit
3[1IeCh HET, 3aTO €CTh KOMOJABI U Mpoyas MeOenb. UTo-TO MHE HE XO4YeTcs,
YTOOBI HEYTO MOJOOHOE MPU3EMIIUIIOCH HA MOIO MAaKYIIIKY.

CrucHyB 3yObl ¥ TMOMNBITABIIMNCh  OTOTHATH  HETOHSATHBINU,
pa3apakarolni IIyM, s monoisia Bruepen. OT KoIu4yecTBa 3armaxoM Hadalio
NnoATalIHUBAaTh. Mnu 310 U3-3a nageHus?

Crounio MHE MpPOABUHYTHCS HEMHOTO, KaK KapTHUHKA Mepe] Ia3amu
u3MeHWIach. BepHee, HE COBCEM HM3MEHUJIACh, MPOCTO K HEW KOE-4TO
100aBUIIOCH.

OcraHoBUBILIUCH, coOpana mia3a B Kydy, MBbITasCh IMOHSATH, YTO 3TO
takoe. Jlosiro aymare HE NOPUIUIOCH, TaK Kak s IIOYTH Cpa3y y3Hajia
umrneparopa. OH CTOSJT B HECKOJIBKMX METPaxX OT MEHSA U CMOTPEJT IOYEMY-TO
HEMHOT'O BBEPX.

Uto npoucxoaut? Kto ymensima moero Oymayiiero myxa? I[Ipokistue?
3akyinHaHue?

I'myno xJIONHYB m1a3aMu, S OTKPbLIA POT, JKeJasi CIPOCUTh. BOT TOJIBKO
M3 HEro BBIPBAJMCh BOBCE HE CIIOBA, a... AbIM?! S 4yTh 3aKMypHIIACh,
OLlyIAsi CWJIbHYI IIEKOTKY B ropie. Kamienb pBancs Hapyxy. He cmed
KAIIUTATh HA UMIIEPATOPA, 5 C YCUIIUEM OTBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY.

— Kxa!

N3 moero ropna BeIpBajioch camoe Hactodilee rmiuams! S 3acteuia c
OTKPBITBIM pTOM. MBICH 13 TOJIOBBI UCIIAPUIIUC.

Yro...

Yto 310 g ceityac Takoe caenana? U kax?



[Tocme crymopa, moyTuxiias HEMHOIO TNAaHWKA CHOBA B3sia cBoe. Sl
Hayasa IOJHUMAThCs, KpaeM Ivia3a 3amedasi, YTO UMIIEPATOP CTAHOBUTCS BCE
MEHbLIE. 3amepIia, BOMPOCUTENBHO MIsiAS Ha HEro. OH TOYHO 3HAET U cendac
BCE MHE OOBSICHUT, MTPaB/Ja Be/b?

[TomymaB 00 3TOM, 51 CHOBA Jierna, ycTpemJsis B3msl Ha Parnapa.

— Tebe cToUT yCIOKOUTHCS, — CKazal umiieparop. Ero roigoc mpo3Byuan
KAK-TO CIUIIKOM MpUATHO. OT 3TOro 3By4aHus MO MOEU CIIMHE MPOKATUIUCH
Mypaiiku. Sl HEBOJIBHO 3amepiia, Kejlas yciblliaTh Oonblne. — A Tenepb
BCIIOMHU C€0s1 YETIOBEKOM.

N3-3a moTtpsicaromux 3ByKOB, CPBIBAIOIIMXCS C TyO MMIeparopa, s He
Cpa3y MOHsJIa, YTO UMEHHO OH cKa3aj. BcmomHuTh cebst yenopexkom? O uem
3TO OH?

ITogymaB HEMHOTO, s MOJIHSUIA TOJIOBY U MEJIEHHO, OYEHb MEIJICHHO
IIOBEpPHYJIA €€, TOCMOTPEB Ha3al. 3acThla.

10 emre 4yTo Takoe? Moprayna napy pas, a moToM IOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOU
pyku. Mo3r oTka3bIBajICsi IPUHUMATH MTOI00HYIO PEATbHOCTb.

Moxer ObITh, cTOUT ymnacTh B oOMopok? Hy, o00blYHO B Takux
CUTyalMsaX T€POMHU UMEHHO TaK U JEJarT. [ OBOPSAT, 3TO cracaeT pasym OT
CWIBbHBIX MOTPSACEHUH. Tak CKa3arh, EpeErpy3Ka npoueccopa.

Yracts?

3agymanack. OTUEro-T0 MOM pa3yM HHUKaK HE XOTEJ Mepe3arpyKarbCs.
B3noxHyB mpo cebsi, mieBenbHysla OAHMM TmaiblieM. OIWH U3 TIOYTH
MpPO3pavyHbIX, HO MHPU ITOM HE MEHEE OINACHBIX KOITEH MOCKpPEXeTad O
3EMIIIO.

OTa jama HUKAK HE MomIa OBbITh MOEH pyKOW. YK CBOM DPYyKH 3a
IIPOKUTBIE TOJbI Y3HATh 51 B COCTOSSHUHA. HO mouemy Toraa cTpaHHbBIN TaJell
C 3arHyTbIM, Kak y KOTOB KOITE€M JeJlaeT BHUJ, OyATO MOW MO3r OTAal
KOMaHJy UMEHHO emMy"?

He maiing orBera Ha 3TOT BOIPOC, s IEpPEBENa B3MNIsLA HA BTOPYIO
OenocHexHyto Jamy. Omisiiena Yenyky, OT1alieHHO HalTOMUHAIOIIUE CBOCH
dbopmoii nTuubK nepbsi. Het, nepbsiMu OHU B MPSIMOM CMBICIIE 3TOTO CJIOBa
He ObUIM, TPOCTO OHM BhIIsAAEnH Tak. Cxxana u pazxana nanbibl. Jlama
MOCIYITHO TOBTOPHIJIA MOU KOMAH/IbI.

ITognsina royioBy, MOCMOTPEB Ha CTOSIIETO MEPEAO0 MHOW MMIIEpATOpa.
Kaxkercsi, oH ¢ OOJIBIITUM HHTEPECOM HaOIOal 3a MOMMH JehcTBUSIMU. B
€ro Iia3ax CBETHJIOCH IOBOJIBLHO MHOTO Pa3JIMYHbBIX AMOIIUM, BOT TOJBKO OHU
MeEJIbKaJIM C TAKOW CKOPOCTBIO, YTO 51 HE MOIJIa HUYETO TOJIKOM pa3o0paTh.



B3noxHyB, S NpoOmOKWIA MOAHUMATHCSA. 3€MJId OTHASIIACh BCE
cuipHee. B KOHIE KOHIOB, S MOJHOCTBIO BBINIPSAMUWIA NEPEAHUE Jalbl H
BBITSIHYJIA IIEI0 BBEPX, CEB pOBHO. MIMIiepaTop ocTancs JajieKo Ha 3eMJIe.

[ToBepTena ¢ jerkuM JHOOOMBITCTBOM TOJOBOM, 3ameyasi, YTO OKHa
3aMKa 3a0UThl JIOABMU, DIAASIIUMHU NpsMO Ha MeHs. OHM O 4eM-TO C
HHTY3MA3MOM pa3roBapuBajd, BOT TOJIHLKO B OOIIEM IIIyMe€ s HE MOIJa
pazo0parh OTACIBHBIX CJIOB.

Hano ObITh COBEpIIEHHO TJIYMOM, YTOOBI HE MOHSATH, YTO MPOUCXOJIHT.
[lepBeIif cTymop mpoien, MO3TOMY S MPUHSJIA, YTO KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM
npeBpaTwiach B JpakoHa. Jlambl ¢ KOTTAMH W OOBHCIIHE TPAMOYKAMU
KPbUIbS 32 CIIMHOM, HE TPOCTO HAMEKaJIU, a TOBOPU 00 ITOM MPSIMO.

Korga Oonps mouTtu mpolia, ocranach TOJIBKO JIETKasl J1€30pUEHTAIUs
M3-32 HENPUBBIYHO TPOMKHUX 3BYKOB M CHJIBHBIX 3amaxoB. K Tomy yxe,
npo0iemM A00aBISIN YCUIIUBIIUECS LIBETA U PE3KOCTh OKPYKAIOLIEro MUPA.

[IpukpsIB 171832, 1 TOCTAPAIACH OTCTPAHUTHCS OT BCEro 3Toro. K Mmoemy
COYKAJICHUIO, 3BYKH TOJBKO yCHIHIIMCh. CHOBA 3aromiHuiI0. OTKpBIB I1a3a, s
JIIHyJIa BHHA3 Ha wumneparopa. [logymaB HEMHOro, Jerna, MpOTSATUBas
Briepes; Jjanbl. [lpubnusuBmivMch nuiioM K Parnmapy, misHyna Ha HeEro
YMOJISIIOIIIE.

Nmnepatop 3amep Ha KOPOTKUM MUT, @ IOTOM MPOTAHYI PYKY K MOEMY
JTIMHHOMY HOCy. [IpHMKOCHOBEHHME OTO3BAJIOCH KAapoM IO BceMy Teiy. S
HEBOJILHO B3JIPOTHYJIA, HO YOUPATh JIUIIO HE CTaja.

— Bce xopomo, — 3aroBopun ParHap, oCTOp0XHO IPUKAacasicb KO MHE
nagoHpr0. CHavasia ero pyka Jieykajla HEIOABMIKHO, HO CIIyCTSI HEKOTOPOE
BpEMsS OH NIPHUHSJICS NOMIAXXUBAaTh YYyBCTBUTEIBbHBbIE 4delIyWku. — lIpocto
BCIIOMHU C€0s1 YEJIOBEKOM. DTO HE OOJIbHO U HE CTPAILIHO.

S cHOBa 3akpbUia MIa3a, KOHIEHTPUPYS BCE CBOE BHUMAaHHME HaA
3aBOPAKUBAIOLIE 3ByYalIEM I0JIOCE UMIIEPATOPA U HA OLYLIECHUSX, KOTOPbIE
napwia ero pyka. Hukorma He nymana, 4yTo MHE OyAeT TaKk HPHUSTHO OT
MPOCTOTO MPUKOCHOBEHUS K JIUILY.

Tak, He OoTBJIeKaTLC!

BcnoMHUTE ce0st uenoBekoM. UeToBEKOM. .. YEIIOBEKOM. . .

JIBe pyKu, IBE HOTM, HUKAKOW YEIIyH, KPbUIbEB M KOrTeW. Msrkas,
Oe33amuTHas KOXka, aKKypaTHble HOTTH, TOHKHE POBHBIE MaJIbIIBI M TaK
nainee. BcrmomHUTH cBom omrymieHus npu xoApOe. OpHa HOra BIEpEN.
[lepenectu Ha Hee Bec. CoruyTh B KoJieHe. Bropast Hora Brepe.



S Tak yBIekamach, 4TO caMa HE 3aMETHia, KaK OKa3aJlach Ha pyKax
uMIeparopa. 3ByKH HcCYe3nu, Kak u 3amaxu. lllym B romose ctux. boub
IIyX0 BOpOYanIach Ha 3aJIBOPKaX CO3HAHMS, CJIOBHO HEAOBOJIBHBIN IICHOK, C
KOTOPBIM OTKA3aJIUCh UTpaTh, J1a €Ile€ U MOpyraju MpoOCTO TakK, OOUAEB TEM
CaMbIM.

BrinoxHyB, S OTKpBUIA IJ1a3a, BCTPEYAsiCh ¢ BHUMATEIbHBIM B3[JIAI0M
Parnapa.

— IMonyunnocs? — crnpocuiia 3a4eM-To, TIOYTHU Cpa3y NMOHUMAs], YTO 1A,
BCE IOJTYYHUIIOCh.

Nmnieparop He crTan oTrBe4aTrh, TOJIBKO KOPOTKO KWUBHYJI M TOLIET B
HAlpaBJICHUU 3aMKa, JaXe HE JyMasl BBIIIYCKaTb MEHA W3 PYK. 3€BHYB
yCTano, s 3aKUHyJIa PyKHM €My Ha IICK0 W MPUKpPbUIA [Ia3a, HAMEPEBASICh
nocnark. llponszomenuiee BBITSHYJIO W3 MEHA CIUIIKOM MHOTO CHIL
Kazasnocsk, s MOTy yCHYTh, IPOCTO 3aKpbIB I1a3a. Ho Huyero mogooHoro He
CIIy4uJI0Ch. $1 4ecTHO HaMmepeBaslach MOCIATh, HO B30YyIOpaKEHHBI MO3T
MPOKPYUYUBAJl HEJJaBHUE COOBITUSI CHOBA U CHOBA.

— CnyxaHka, — mpobopMoTana si, BCMOMHUB, C YETO BCE HAYAJIOCh.

— Ee yxe cxBatuinu, — yrnokows1 MmeHst Parnap, nogHuMasicb Ha KpbUIbLIO.
Tam Hac yxe xaan Kpuan. Bopodyem, He TonbKO OH. S 3appuiach JIUIIOM B
onexnay Ha rpyau Parnapa. [loyemy-TO MMEHHO celyac HHUKOIO BHUJIETh HE
XOTEJIOC.

OuyTuB 3amax uUMIieparopa, s MOYYyBCTBOBaJA, KaK MPUTAUBIIASCS B
ryOnHax TpyKUHa ociadeBaeT. MbICIM CTAaHOBWINCH BCE MEJJIEHHEE, a
TEJIO TshKenee. Sl cama He 3aMeThIIa, KaK COCKOJIb3HYJa B COH.

[IpocHynace yxe Ha KpoBath. MOpPruyB, MoTepiia Ia3a pykamu U cela,
OTKHJIBIBAS KapPKOE OJICSIIO B CTOPOHY.

— [IpocHynacs?

VYenblmas BONpoc, s TOPOIJIMBO HATSAHYIA OJEsI0 00paTHO, UyTh JIM HE
10 camoro Hoca. [lorsiieB B CTOpoHy Kpeciia, BbIA0XHY/a O0JIErYe€HHO.

— Bare...

— 51 mpocun, — pe3Ko nepedus MEHs UMIIepaTop.

— Parnap, — nocnyumno npousHecna s1. — [louemy BBI... TO €CTh, IOYEMY
THI 371€ChH?

BmecTo otrBera mmmeparop BcTan M mnopomiesn K kpoBartu. CeB, OH
MPOTAHYJI PYKYy W TOJOXHWJI €e MHE Ha J100. MTrHOBEHHE CITyCTs, BCSI €ro
durypa cioBHO pacciabmiace. YOpaB pyKy, OH ONJIAIeT MEHS W
YJIOBJIIETBOPEHHO KHUBHYII.



— IlepBoe oOpaiieHre Bcerga OmacHO Jaxe JUisi OOBIYHBIX JAPAKOHOB.
Tb1 ObL1a O€3 CO3HAHUS CEMb JTHEH.

51 BCKUHYNa yIUBIEHHO OPOBH.

— Cemb nHEN? — nepecnpocuia, IPUCITYIIABIINCH K CBOEMY TEINY.

Kpome nerkoit cmaboctu, KoTopass Moria Obl BO3HUKHYThH IOCIE
JIOJITOTO CHA, S| HUYero 0coOeHHOro He omrymana. Hy, ele roinoBa HeMHOTO
IymMesna, HO 3TO, MO MOEMY MHEHHIO, MeJo4u. Pa3Be 4enoBEeK, KOTOPBIM
mpoBesn 0e3 CO3HaHWs IIENBIX CEeMb JHEH, OydeT olrymarb ceds CTOoJb
HOPMaJIbHO?

— DTO HOpMaJibHO? — 3a/1aja s HOBbI BOMPOC.

— Yt0 uMeHHO?

— IIpoBecTu CcTOIBKO BpeMeHH 0e3 CO3HaHUSI TOCIIE. .. M. .. 0bopoTa?

— CMeHbl 00JIMKa, — TONPAaBUII MEHSI UMIIEPATOP.

— CMeHsl 001MKa, — MOCTYIIHO MTOBTOPUIIA 32 HUM S1.

— He coBcem, — ParHap xauHyn rojoBoi. — Yame Bcero Mosiogple
JpakoHbl BOOOIIE HE TepstoT co3HaHud. Jla, B mepBhIil pa3 3TO Bcerna
HEMHOTO 0O0JIE3HEHHO, HO ATy 00JIb BIIOJIHE MOXHO MOTEPIIETh.

— Torna nmouemy?..

— Maru u JIpakoHbl OTJIMYAIOTCS, — MPOU3HEC uMmieparop. — M s He o
CMEHE 00JIMKa TOBOPIO, a 00 PHEPTreTUYECKON CTPYKTYpE BHYTPU HAIIIUX TEJl.
OHa XOTh M MOX0Xa HEMHOr0, HO BCE-TaKW OTIMYAETCA. M3HauyallbHO TBOA
CTpYKTypa BblfaBaia B Te0e mara. Ho B TBoell kpoBuU Tamiach cuiia JpakoHa.
B kxputudeckuié MOMEHT CYUIHOCTh JpakoHa MPOCHYJIach M BbIPBAJACh
HapyXy. Tbl JODKHA TOHSTH, 4YTO O€3 MOBPEXIECHUW B Tele MOA00HOE
npoiith He Morio. He 10 KOHLIA OUYMILEHHbIE KaHAJIbl ObLIM HACUIIBHO
npoOUTHI, a TIOTOM €Ile U nepecTpoeHsl. Ha camom nerne, maHc Ha TO, 4TO
ThI BOOOIIE TPOCHEMIBCS, ObLIT HEOOBIINM.

— DTO Ha caMOM JIeJI€ TaK OMacHO? — CIIPOCHJIa 1 HEMHOIO UCITYTaHHO.

— Koneuno, — ParHap 4uyTh momMeini, a MOTOM MPOTAHYJI PYKYy HU
OCTOPOXHO Momaawil MeHs mo rosiose. [lomydmnoce modemy-To cCierka
HEJIOBKO, OyJTO OH HHUKOT/IA paHbIlle HUYEro Momo0HOro He nenai. M3-3a
ATOTO JBUKEHUS BBIILUIA HEMHOTO CUJIbHEE, YeM TPEOOBAIOCh. DTO OH MEHS
TaK yCHOKauBaeT, 4yTo Ju? — [IpocTo Ha MUHYTY MpeaCTaBb, YTO TBOW BEHBI
MOJI BO3JEHCTBUEM HEKOUM CUJIbI MEHSAIOT HE TOJIBKO CBOE MECTOMOJIOKEHUE,
HO W LIUPUHY, JJIMHY, ToamuHy. CaMa MOHUMAEINb, HACKOJIBKO 3TO MOMKET
OBITH 0OJIE3HEHHO U OTACHO.



JloroBopuB, ummeparop yoOpan pyky. S cpasy omryTwia YyBCTBO
norepu. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO JacKa BBINLIA YyTh HEJIOBKOW, MHE BCE PABHO
MOYEMY-TO MIOHPABUIIOCH.

— W 4rto Tenepp? S Ha camom gene crajia IpakoHOM? — CIIPOCHIIA C
OTTEHKOM COMHEHHH B TOJIOCE.

— Ecnu Thl cMoria BMEHUTH OOJMK, 3HAYUT, Thl JPAKOH, — UMIEPATOp
KUBHYJI, IPU 3TOM OH IOCMOTpPE] Ha MEHS CO CJIOXKHBIMH 3MOIUSAMHU B
rasax.

— A... — S HaXMypHJIaCh, MMBITASCH B TOJIOBE CHOPMYIMPOBATH BOIIPOC. —
A KEHILUHBI, KOTOPBIX BbI, TO €CTh JPAKOHBI, PaHbIIE MNEPEHOCUIU U3
JIPYroro MUpa, TOKe€ CTAHOBWJIMCH JPaKOHAMMU?

Parnap orpunarenbHO KauHys roJI0BOM.

— OTO mEepBbIM M3BECTHBIA Cllyyald, — CKas3al OH, IVISAi Ha MEHS
HEOTPBIBHO. — MBI cuMTaeMm, 4To BCE AENO B CUCTeMe oumileHusa. Kak u
ckazan KpuaH, TBosg KpoBb Jlaxke OoJiee uncTasi, 4eM Haiua. B nmpunuume, Mbl
HE JIOJDKHBI YAMBISTHCA TOMY, YTO Thl BCE-TAKM CMOIVIa CMEHUTH OOJMK.
[Tono3peBato, 4TO 3TO BCE PABHO MPOU3OIILIO, MTPOCTO B OoJee MAIsAIEeM
pexume.

ITocne stux cioB ParHap BBIDIAET KakKMM-TO BOOJYIIEBICHHBIM.
Korma oH cMoTpen Ha MEHsI, TO €ro Iia3a clierka Mepiaim, OyTo OH He MOT
YEro-To JA0KIAThCS.

— B dem... neno? — cnpocuia 0CTOPOKHO.

Ha nuue Parnapa npocrynuino comHenue. OH SIBHO HE 3HAJI: CTOUT JIK
TOBOPUTh MHE WM HET. BrpodyeM, HEYBEPEHHOCTh MPAKTUYECKU Cpa3y
ucyesna.

— MBI ymaeM, 4TO TBOE€ TE€JIO0 CHIOCOOHO BBIHOCUTD JIEBOYKY.

CinoBa wumMmmeparopa 3acTaBWJIM MEHS CHayaja HENOHUMAKoUIEe
HaXMYPHUTHCS, IOTOM CMYTHUTBHCS, a IO KOHEL BO3MYTUThCSI. MBI faxe He
JKEHAThl ele, a OH yxXe aymaeT o aersx! Moe HerogoBaHHE JIAIIOCH
HeZ0T0. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, MHE HE CTOMUT O€XaTh OT peaJibHOCTH. Bpsia au
HalIeTCsl Kakor-HUOyIb crioco0 n3oexkaTh Bcero »Toro. K tomy ke, mycTsb o
Y HE JlyMaJjla po’KaTh TaK CKOpO, AETEN S BCE-TAKU XOTeJa.

— Haperoch, Bamie BeIMYECTBO HE AyMaeT IMPEBPATUTh MEHS B
WHKyOaTop? — crpocuiia XMypo.

BriTamus pyku, s CI0KUJIA UX HA TPYAH, COBCEM HE OECIOKOSICh O TOM,
YTO O/ICSIJIO MPU ATOM ABWXKEHUU ynaio. B mobom ciydae, Parnap Bce yxe
BUJICJI, /1a ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha MHE OBbLJIO HAJETO HUKHEE IIAThHE.



— Nukybarop? — nepecnpocui umiepatop. OH SIBHO HE 3HaJ 3HAYEHUS
3TOTO CJIOBA.

— Bwl Benp He 3acTaBuUTe MEHS poXarb 0Oe3 mnepepbiBa? — s
chopmynrpoBalia CBOi BOIPOC 0oJiee MOHSATHO U Pa3BEPHYTO.

Parnap Ha cexyHay 3amep, a MOTOM €/[Ba yJIOBUMO CJIBUHYJ OpOBHU K
nepeHoculie. EMy SIBHO 4TO-TO HE€ MOHpaBWIOCh. OH CMOTpENI Ha MEHS
HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, a IOTOM THUXO B3JOXHYJI U MOKa4aJl TOJIOBOM.

— Te cranems moeit xeHol. Bece OyeT MpoOUCXOIUTh €CTECTBEHHBIM
00pa3oM, M1 HUKTO HE IOCMEET HAaCHUJI0BaTh TBOM OpraHu3M. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
MBI MPOCTO KaK MOXHO CKOpEe MOYMHHUM KPYT M 3aXBaTUM €IlI€ HECKOJIBKO
JIEBYIIEK, BBIJIAB MX 3aMyX 3a HalIMX ApakoHoB. Ckopee BCEro, B TBOEM
MUpPE OYUIIEHUE JOCTUITIO (PUHATBHOMN CTaauu.

S npuxkycuna ryOdy u orBena B3mIAA. Her, 1 M paHblie 3Hana, 4To
JPAKOHbI MOXUIIAOT JEBYIIEK JJIsl )KEHUTHOBI U3 Jpyroro mupa. BoT Toibko
ceiyac s 4yyBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl Tak, OyATO HaBJIEKJIa Oely Ha rojIOBbl HU B YEM
HE MMOBUHHBIX )KUTEJIBHUI] CBOETO MUpPa. MHE 0CTaBalioCh TOJIBKO HAJIEAThCA,
YTO BCE OHU B KOHEYHOM UTOTe OyAyT CYACTIIUBHI.

51 HEeyBEpEHHO KMBHYJA, @ TOTOM BCIIOMHMJIA €11I€ KOE O YEM.

— [Touemy MeHsI XoTeNu yOUTH?

B3misin umniepatop cpasy noTsKesed.

— DTO BCE MOJINTHKA. ..

— S xouy 3HaTh, — mepebuia s ero, MojaymMaB, 4TO OH HE 3aXOyeT
pacckasbiBaTh MHE. MHE Ka3anoch, YTO s JOJDKHA 3HaTh. BCE-Taku 3TO Ha
MOIO KM3Hb TOKYIIAJIUCh.

— Tebe HE HYX)HO 3TO 3HATh, — PE3KO OPOCHJI MMIIEPATOpP, 3aCTABUB
MEHSI HENPOU3BOJIBHO B3JIPOTHYTh. 3aMETHB 3TO, OH YyTh CMSATYWJIICA. —
VYBepsito TeOs, Bce AENO0 B MPOCTOM M CKyYHOW MOJMUTUKE. A Temnepb Tede
CTOUT MOECTh U OTHOXHYTh, — CKa3aB 3TO, UMIIEPATOp BCTajl C KPOBAaTH.
[Tomoiias K CTOIy, OH B3SUJI OJHOC U BEPHYJICS KO MHE.

S npocnennia 3a HuM B3DIsLAOM. [loBenenue Parnapa nokasanocs MHE
CTPaHHBIM U MOJO3pUTENIbHBIM. C 3THM IMOKYIIEHUEM SIBHO YTO-TO HE TaK.
Bot Tonbko, cy/is o BceMy, caM Parnap He xodeT MHE 00 3TOM ToBOpUTh. U
YTO 3TO 3HAYUT? A 3TO 3HAUUT, YTO HAJO HAWTH YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBI BCE
PACCKaxer.

[ToxopHoO moeB, g cxoauia B yOOPHYIO, a IOTOM CJieNalia BUJI, YTO JIeTiia
crarb. MMmeparop mocuuen psaoM euie mnapy MHHYT, a IOTOM BCE-Taku



ymen. CTonuiio ABepH 3aKpBIThCSA, KaK 5 Cpa3y OTKHHYIJA OJIESUIO0 B CTOPOHY U
ceJla Ha KpOBaTH.

Hrak, y xoro 0661 MHe Bce y3Hath? Kpuan? Mmneparop BIioiHe MOT
MOMPOCUTh ero Moiyarhk. Torma y xoro? K coxanieHuto, y MEHS 37€Chb HET
0O0JIbIIIE HU 3HAKOMBIX, HU JIpY3€H.

Ocratorcst Tonmbko cinyrd. Bpsan num Parnapy ynanoch NOJHOCTBIO
nu30exarh cinyxoB. He uckitoueHo, 4to Oosiblliasi 4acTh W3 HUX JOXKb, HO
KpyHuIla IpaBbl TOUHO JOJKHA OBITh.

Crnenyromye HECKOIBKO JHEW MPOIUIM MTOYTH OJANHAKOBO. S ena, crana
U MpUHUMAaJa ropbkue oTBapbl. Parnap dyacto ko MHe npuxoaui. OguH pas
3amen Kpwuan. IIpoBepun moM opranusm ¢ nomoumpro Maruu. Kak s u
aymaja, OH HUYEr0 MHE TOBOPUTh HE CTall, BbIJIaB Ty K€ BEPCHUIO, YTO U
Parnap.

K cnyxanke, koropas Teneps 3a00THIIACh O MOUX HYKJIaX, 51 HOJXOAMIIA
ocTopoxHO. CHauana g TONBKO 340pOBaach ¢ HEW, ogapuBas NPHUBETIUBOU
yaeiOkor. IlepBoe Bpemsi JAeBylllka CMOTpela Ha MEHS C JIETKUM
MOI03PEHUEM, HO IIOTOM ITPUBBIKIIA.

ITorom s Hayana BCIAyX AECNIUTHCSI CBOMM MHEHHUEM O CaMbIX MPOCTBIX
Belax. XBajuja Wik pyrajia morojy, Boctopraiach OJt0aMu, *ajoBajaach
Ha TIOCTEJIbHBIM PEXUM OAWH WJIM JIByMs CIIOBAMH, MpPOCHIa MOMOYb C
KaKUMHU-HUOYIh MenodaMu. B 00IeM, MOCTelneHHO CTpoujia MOCT IS
OyqylmMuX JIOBEpUTEITBHBIX OTHOIIEHUN. MHorma MHe Kaszalioch, 4YTO S
MPUPYYA0 KAKOTO-TO IUKOTO 3BEPhKA.

Cyns 1o TOMY, CKOJIBKO 3TO 3aHSJIO BPEMEHM, HMIIEpPATop SBHO
IIPUKA3aJl BO3AEPKATHCA OT PA3JIUYHBIX PA3rOBOPOB CO MHOW. JTO 3JIMIIO, HO
Y 3aCTaBJISUIO MEHSI IEMCTBOBATh 00JIEE OCTOPOKHO U yCEPJIHEE.

B koHeYHOM HTOre MHE YyHaloCh pPACIOJIOKUTh JEBYLIKYy K ceoe.
[Tono3peBato, 4TO BCe AENO B KUBOM M OOMKOM XapakTepe, KOTOPBIM Tou
MPULIIIOCH MOCTOSHHO CAEPKUBATh.

— 4 cnpimana, yro poMm Panynra man, — Impou3HECHa Ciy»KaHKa,
MOMPABIISASl HEAABHO MPUHECEHHBIE LIBETHI B Ba3e€.

— O uem T8I, Casg? — crpocuiia s, OTPbIBasi OT KHUTU U COCPEAOTAYMBAS
BHUMaHHE Ha CJIOBaX JICBYIIKHU.

Ha camom nene ot Hee s y3Hana OoJibllle O CUTYalld B MUPE U CTPaHeE,
4YeM W3 KHUT U pa3roBopoB ¢ umieparopoMm u Kpuanom. Parmap ¢ marom
BOOOIIIE CTapajduch HU BO UYTO MEHS HE TOCBAIIATh. JTO MEHS HEMHOTO
3mito. Kazanoce, 4yTo mocie Bcex 3THX MOXHUILEHUM W NMOKyleHu Parnap



pelny  epXKaTb MEHS B3alepTH BCKO JKW3Hb, OIACAsACh HOBBIX
HENIPUATHOCTEM.

— Br1 He 3Haere, rocnoxka? — JOeByHIKa MOBEPHYJIA KO MHE JIMIIO, HA
KOTOPOM OBLIO HAMTMCAHO OTYETIMBOE HETEPIICHUE.

OTHOXHUB KHUTY B CTOPOHY, S HapUCOBAJIA HA JUIE COCPEAOTOYEHHOE
BbIpaXK€HUE. [ TIIHYB B CTOPOHY BEPH, 5, TOHU3UB I0JIOC, MOMPOCUIIA:

— Pacckaxu.

[Tocne sToro s moxsionana mno myhuky psjioM ¢ co0oil, gaBasi MOHATH,
YTO JKeJIal0, YTOOKI OHA ceJia.

Cas meMHOrO mokosebanach, HO Mapy CEKYHJ CIYCTs CTPEMHUTEITHLHO
MOJIONIJIA U CeJIa, TOPOIUIMBO HaYMHAs PACCKa3bIBATh.

— JTO u3-3a HEAABHETO MOKYUIECHUs HA Bac, — LIEMIOTOM CKa3ajia OHA. —
Knapuc Beap cpasy noiimanu u ponpocunu. He monumaro, 3a4yeM oHa 3TO
caenana, — CIy)KaHKa OCYXIAroIle MoKayaiga roJoBod. — OKa3bIBaeTcs, 3TO
MoJIofiasi Tocnoxka u3 Jqoma Pagynra monpocuna ee youts Bac. Eil momoran
OJlMH W3 MPHUCTABICHHBIX CTPaXHUKOB. Kilapuc d4ro-TO 3Hama O HeEM,
MOATOMY TOT HE CMOT OTKazarbcs. [locie Toro AHS WX HUKTO HE BHUJAEN, HO
JKean paccka3piBal — OH OXpaHs€T TIOPbMY, — 4YTO  CJbIIIAJ
TylHiepa3auparoniue KpuKA U3 KOMHAThI J0Mpoca.

Cas roBopuiia TOPOIUIMBO, MEPECKAKMBAsI C OAHOM TE€MbI HA APYIYIO,
CJIOBHO HE MOTIJIa BbIOpaTh, Kakas W3 HUX OOJiee MHTEPECHA W TOPOMMIACH
NOJIETIUTHCSA BCEM Cpasy.

— Ho nouemy mosonas rocnoxa u3 goma Pagynra nonpocwiia Kitapuc
yOuTh MEHSI? — CHPOCHWIIA s, OKPYDJIMB IJla3a U COCTPOUB HEMOHUMAIOIIEE
BBIPQXKECHHE Ha JIMIE. — S BEIb TyT COBCEM HHUKOro He 3Haw. M Heyxenn
Kitapuc BoT Tak npocto comiacwiack? Ha oObruHyI0 mpocs0y?

— Her, net, — Cas omiaHynachk B CTOPOHY JABEpH, a MOTOM 3allenTaia
emie ObicTpee. — A cnpimana, yto Knapuc pansiie cinyxuia B fome Pagynra.
OHa BocrnuThiBasIa rocnoxy Tamupuky ¢ Manbix JieT. O4eHb NpuBs3anach K
Hel. KTo-TO roBOpUT, — Cily’KaHKa MOHU3WIA TOJOC JI0 €IBa CIBIIIMMOIO
menoTa, — 4yto Knapuc Ha caMoM Jiesie HacTosIasi MaTh TOCIOXKU Taaupuku.
Ho noka3atenbCTB 3TOMY HET, KpOME POJMHKH O] TYOO.

— U Bce paBHO, — s KauHyJa HEIOYMEHHO T'OJIOBOU, — mpu4eM TyT a7 A
BE/lb HE clejaja HUYEro IJIOXOro Hu camoil Kitlapuc, HM 3TOW TOCIOXKeE
Tanupuxu.

Cas nomsiena Ha MEHSI JOBOJIBHO CTPAaHHBIM B3DISIAOM. S axke cpasy
HE CMOIJIa TIOHATh, YETO B HEM OOJIbIIE: JKaIOCTH, BECENbs WA TIIATEIHHO



CKPBITOTO 3JIOPAJCTBA.

— MHe Heyq00HO TOBOPUTH, — MPOU3HECA CIIYXKaHKa, OMyCKas B3I U
Jenas BUJ, 4YTO OYEHb CTECHSETCHI.

S momxkana ryObl, HO MOYTH Cpa3y pacciiaduiachk U YIbIOHYJACH.
[TogHsIB pyKy, MOJOXKWJIA €€ Ha IUIEYO AEBYIIKM M HAKJIOHUJIACh HEMHOIO
BIIEpEL.

— He Ootics, ToBOpH Kak €CTh, — CKa3aja s, IIEMKO OTCIICKUBAs JIIOOYIO
smormro Can.

— Bam He cTrouT OECrOKOMTHCS, TOCIOXKA, — Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
npou3Hecsa oHa. — Bel Beap 1pakoH. iMnepaTop HUKOTAa HE IPOMEHSET Bac
Ha O0ObIYHOrO Mara. Bce 3HaIT, 4TO MEXAy JPAaKOHOM W YEJIOBEKOM HE
MOXET ObITh JeTel. Jlaxe eciu 4yenoBek — mar, — roBopsi Bce 3to, Cas nmapy
pa3 DIsHYJa Ha MEHS, CJIOBHO 0O0sJIach MPOMYCTUTh HEYTO UHTEPECHOE. XOTh
OHA ¥ CTAPAJIACH BBINIAIETh CMYLIEHHOW U YYaCTIIMBOM, HO HA CAMOM JIEJIE 5
BHJICJIA, YTO €1 XOUETCA MOCUIIBHEE YKAIIUTh MEHS.

S nTpuUTBOPHO HAaXMypuiack, Aejas BUJA, YTO HE TOHUMAKD, O YEM HJET
peusb.

— Cas, 0 yeM TbI?

CnyxaHka sSIKOOblI 3aMsulach, HO S UyTh CHJIbHEE C)Kajla PYKy Ha ee
IJIeue U Ta cjiejana Takol BUJ, CIOBHO 51 HE OCTaBWJIa € HHOTO BHIOOpA.

— Bce 3Hator, yTo rocnoxa Tainprka HECKOJBKO pa3 HOYEBAJIA B
KOMHAaTax uMIieparopa, — ckazaina Casi TOPOIUIMBO, HE CJIEPKaB CBOETO
Boctopra. Ilpm 3TOM OHa, HE CTECHSSCh, CMOTpEJa Ha MOE€ JIMIO, C
npeaBkymieHueM oxuaas peakuuu. CekyHay cnycra Cas  crepia
HEYMECTHOE BBIPAXKEHUE M MOCMOTpPENA HA MEHS YXKE C JIETKOM I'PYyCThIO U
COUyBCTBHEM. — [OBOpWIM, YTO OHa CTaHET O(MUIMAILHON HaAJOXKHHUILIEH
uMmneparopa. Bce k sromy nwio. Kro-To gaxke BuAen oTma TOCHOXKH
Tanupuku BBIXOJAIIMM U3 KaOWHETa €ro UMIIEPATOPCKOTO BEJIMYECTBA.
Xoauiu CllyXu, 4TO OHM COOMPAIOTCS 3aKJIIOUUTH JIOTOBOP HaoxKHUIB. Ho
MOCJIE€ TOTO KaK MOSIBUJIUCH BBbI, UMIEpATop SKOObI Bce OTMEHWI. Jlomy
Panynra 370 HE TOHPABUIOCH M OHHM PEUIUIN YOUTH Bac, MOCYUTAB, YTO BbI
CJIMIIKOM CUJIBHO BIMSETE HA UMIIEpaTopa.

Cast sBHO HAMEPEHO BBIJIEIIIIIA 3TO «IKOOBD, MBITASACH MTOCESITh B MOEM
CO3HaHUU cOMHeHUs. Pa3 aKoObI, 3HAYUT, HUYEr0 OTMEHEHO Ha CaMOM JIeie
HE OBLIO.



[Tocne Toro, Kak ciy»aHkKa yIiia, 5 elle rnoiaJaca cujena HemoJIBHKHO,
Pa3MBILUISAS O TOM, YTO yciblaia. He 3Hato, CKOJIBKO B €€ CIIOBax IMpaB[ibl,
HO KO€-YTO MEHS U B CAMOM JI€JI€ BCTPEBOXKUIIO.

BcraB, s nponutack mo KoMHare, O€3yMHO MPHUKACasCh MalbllaMHU K
Pa3IUYHBIM IIPEIMETaM.

51 He BepuIia, 4YTO MEHSI OMBITAIUCH YOUTH U3-3a OaHAILHOW PEBHOCTH.
Ckopee Yy OTOT JOM TMBITAJCAd TaK MPOOUTHCS K BiacTH. J[OBOIBHO
pacrpoCTpaHEHHbBIH METO/I, KCTATH.

Martp TaM 3Ta Cily)KaHKa WId HE MaTh, HE 3Hal0. BroigHe MOXKET ObITh,
YTO €€ MPOCTO KYMWJIW WJIM 3aCTaBUJIIM C MOMOIIBIO MIaHTaxa. 1 yBepeHa,
4YTO UMIIEPATOP YK€ pa3z0o0pacs B 3TOM.

Bonpme Bcero MeHsS BCTpeBOXKWIA HHPOPMAIMS O HAJIOKHHUIAX.
MpbICIb O TOM, YTO MOM MY MOXET Ha JIETalbHBIX OCHOBAHMSX HMETh
1000BHHUIL, BbIBOAMIA U3 ceds. To ecTb, s 1ake cka3aTh NPOTUB HUYETO HE
cMory. Sl moHMMar, 4TO OOJBIIMHCTBO MYKUMH XOTSI Obl pa3 WM3MEHSIU
CBOMM E€HaM, HO OJ[HO JI€JI0, KOIJla HE 3Haellb 00 3TOM, a COBCEM JPYTOE,
KOIJla TMPEKPacHO OCO3Haelllb, 4YTO Yy TeOs HET HUKAKOro IpaBa
BOCIIPOTUBUTHCS.

borock, Takasi ku3Hb He Il MEHSA. Sl HE CMOry JENIHUTh CBOETO
MY>KUUHY C KeM-TO erie. OTKPOBEHHO TOBOps, MHE OyJeT MPOCTO MPOTHUBHO
crnaTh C HUM IMOCe JAPYro >KeHIuHbl. Tem Oomee, xorma si Oyay 4e€TKO
OCO3HaBaTh, YTO BOT BUE€pa MOW MYX CHal C HAIOKHULEH. OITO
HEMPUEMIIEMO.

U 4aro nenars? MoxeT ObITh, Ipyras KeHIIUMHA HA MOEM MECTE€ HauBHO
OBl pemmia, 9TO CIOCOOHA yaepIKaTh MyXka OT mojoOHoro mara. Her, s He
OTpHLIAI0, YTO B CaMbI€ NEPBBIE T'OJIbI, KOIJIa CTPACTh U YBJICUECHHUE CHUJIbHBI,
MOXKHO J>KUTh CHOKOMHO. HO BOT mOTOM, KOrZla HOBU3HA COMIET, U MBI
OPUBBIKHEM JpYyr K Jpyry, TOIJa MOXHO JaThb HEXeJIaTelbHbIX
opuumanbHbIx HaIOXHUL. WM MHe mpupercs nporotuth 3T10? Kakoi Obl
cymacuieiei He Opuia JIro00Bb, HO MOA00HOE HE IS MEHS.

Bbopoteca? U kak? Pacnyckarb Cl1yXu, HHTPUTOBaTh, MOACTABIATH? ITO
BCE HACTOJILKO I'PSI3HO, YTO MHE JIaXKe JymMarh O MOoJI00HOM He xouetcs. [la u
s HE YyBCTBYI0, YTO JIOJKHA JIeaTh YTO-TO MOI00OHOE B TO BpEMsi, KOT/Ia MOU
MY CHOKOMHO OyneT OeraTh Mo J0OOBHHUIIAM, CChUIASICh Ha 3aKOHHOCTH
TAKUX JEUCTBUN. 3a4€M MHE TaKOM MYyX?

W cHOBa BcTaeT BONpOC, YTO J€TaTh?



VYoexars? borock, 4TO Mocie BCEro MEHs MPOCTO HE OTHYCTAT. S u
caMa TIOHMMAar, HACKOJIBKO MOE TeJ0 MOXET ObITh TOJE3HO JIs
JajdbHEUIEro cyniecTBoBaHus ApakoHOB. Ha ux mecre, s Obl cieawiia 3a
MHOM BO BCce mia3a. Brnpouem, Bce Tak U npoucxoaut. He 3ps Benp MeHs
HUKYJa HE BBIMTYCKAIOT U MOJIYCKAIOT TOJbKO OIPAHUYEHHBIA KPYT JIFOJIEH.
Ha, 310 Bce miisi Moel Oe30MacHOCTH, HO MOAOOHOE MOJIOKEHHE MOXKHO
pacueHMBATh U KaK 3aKJIFO4eHHe. MSrkoe takoe, ¢ BKYCHOM €10H, TEIUIOW
KpPOBAaTbhl0, BAHHON U KPACUBBIMH OJECHKIAMH.

Nmneparop mHe HpaButcs. Jlaxe odeHb. Becbma CIOKHO OCTarhcs
0e3y4acTHOM, KOTJla TaKOW MY)KUYHWHA XOUYeT B3STh TE€OS B KEHBI. BBICOKHIA,
CTaTHBIM, C BEJIMKOJICITHOW aypOd M BHEIIHOCTHIO. K TOMy ke, mpaBHUTEIb
uejao umrepuud. Mano KTo Ha MOEM MECTE CMOI Obl YCTOSITh OT TaKOTO
uckymenus. Ho ecnu Takoe Aeno, TO s MPEANOYTY MPOCTOr0 OYJIOUHMKA,
JUIIb OBl 3HATh, YTO Sl Y HETO €JUHCTBEHHASI.

A Hukorjga He ObUIA MAJKOM Ha JIEHBI'W W BiacTh. IlepBoe s morna
3apaboTtarh cama. /la, HeMHOT0, HO TOTO, YTO S MOIJIa MOJIYYUTh, MHE BCET/Ia
XBaTajao, 4TOObl KUTh JOCTOMHO. A KO BTOPOMY S BCEIJla OTHOCHUJIACh C
nmpoxyiaaon. Bnacte mpocto Tak B pykH He jnaercd. Yame Bcero ee
CONPOBOXK/JIAET MHOIO Pa3IMYHBbIX HE CaMbIX MPUATHBIX Bemieil. He crout
3a0bIBaTh U 00 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Urak, mens Bpsia au oTycTAT. UTOoOBI yOekarh, Hy>)KHO UMETh BEPHBIX
JIFOJIEN PSIZIOM, KOTOPBIE TOTOBBI PUCKHYTh BCEM. Takux JIOAEH OKOJIO MEHS
HeT. Kpuan? O HeT, OH BepeH UMIIepaTopy MOTHOCTHIO.

Caa? Jlaxe He cMemHO. fl W paHbIIE TOXO3pEBajia, 4YTO JEBYIIKA
BHYTPHU YEpHA, & CErOAHS TOJBKO €llle OoJibllie B 3TOM yOenuiach. BuaHo
ObLJI0O, YTO OHA WCHBITHIBAET YIOBOJIBCTBUE, HaOMOnas 3a MOUMH
MOpPJIbHBIMU CTPAJ@aHUSIMHU. Takux Jroned HeoOXoAuMo JepkaTb Ha
paccrossus. Jla, oHa mMojie3Ha KaKk MCTOYHUK HHGOpManuu, HO 00 ee
BEPHOCTH MOXHO JaX€ HE AyMarh.

CrpanHo, 4TO UMIIEpaTOp AEpKUT ee. Heyxkennm oH He MOHMMAET, 4YTO
OHa B JIFOOOM MOMEHT MOXET Ipeaarh? Brpouem, Takue Jr0au yale BCero
TPYCIAUBBI U OCTOPOKHBI. OHU CTO pa3 MOAYMAIOT, MPEXKAE YeM MEPEUIyT
4YepTy U NpeaaayT.

Jlrvonelt y MeHs HET. 3HAYUT, HUKTO HE MOMOXeT. OCTaercsi TOJBKO
IIOCIIYIITHO BBIMTH 3aMYXK.

ITogymaB 00 »TOM, s TOmKajla HEAOBOJIBHO T'yObl, MPUIIYPUBASICh.
HenaBnky, xorga HeT BeIxoaa. PazsepHyBIIMCH, IOAOILIA K KPECITY U Cena.



DT0 ceiyac y MEHs HET HUKAaKOIO BBIXO/A, HO KTO 3HAET, 4TO OyJeT
naneiie. HyxHOo mnpocto BblpaboTarh IuiaH. BoO3MOXHO, 4YTO OH He
ITOHAJOOUTHCS, HO KTO 3HAET.

Jlymaro, 4TO €IMHCTBEHHAsd MOs IOMOIIHHIIA BO BCEM 3TOM — Marwus.
MHe Heo0X0auMO OBJIAJETh €M HACTOJIHKO XOPOIIO, HACKOILKO 3TO BOOOIIE
BO3MOXHO. MaJio 11, MOXeT ObITh, MHE YIACThCSl YUTH, KOTJIa KPYT TOYMHSIT.
[Touemy umeHHO B Apyroil mup? botoch, YTO B 3TOM MHUPE 51 HE CMOTY HAWTH
YKPOMHOTO yroJjika. Imreparop TO4HO BE31€ MEHSI HAUJIET.

Cnemuth s, KOHEYHO, HE cTaHy. Bce, uTo cka3zama Casi Bcero Jullb
CIyXxu. BepoSATHOCTh TOXKE, YTO OHU MOJHOCTHIO IPABIMBBI, KpalHE MaJa.
Jla 1 g BeAp HE 3HAKO, 4TO MO 3TOMY IOBOAY Aymaer cam Parnap. Bapyr on
HE CJIMIIIKOM 3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOM, YTOOBI UMETh MHOTO JKCHIIIHH.

A cBs3b ¢ 3TOM Tanupukom... ITO BCEro JIUIIb CBSI3b, KOTOpas OblIa B
npouioM. Mimneparop cBOOOHBIN, 340POBbIM, TPUBIEKATEIbHBIN MY>KUMHA.
bb110 OBI CTpaHHO, €cii Obl Y HETO JI0 3TOT0 MOMEHTA HE ObLIO OBl JKEHILKH.

51 pa3yMHBIN YE€JIOBEK, U HE CTaHy yCTpauBaTh pa300pKu U3-3a TOTO,
4TO OBLIO B MPOILIOM. J{a, UIMEHHO TaK.

KuBnyB cama cebe, st BcTana u onisiHyiaack. OCTpo 3aX0TeI0Ch BBHIUTH
13 KOMHAThl, TPONTHUCH, MOABIIIATH CBEXKUM BO3AyXOM. BMecTo 3TOro B3siia
KHUTY M 3a0payiach Ha KpoBarb. CIyCTss HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi HEPBO3HOCTb,
KOTOpasi 0CTajlach MOCIIE pa3roBopa U pa3MbIILICHUN MEAJIEHHO IOracia.

— 41 Xouy 3HaTh NpaBAy, — MPOU3HECIA S HA CICAYIOIIUMU JEHb, KOIIA
UMIIEPATOp MpHIleSl HABECTUTh MeHs. — [lo moBoAy MOKYIIEHUS, — YTOUHWIIA
s. 3amMeTuB, Kak JMIO ParHapa CTaHOBUTCS HEIOBOJBHBIM, SI OBICTPO
nobaBuna: — Muaye s momymaro Bce camu. Tbl BeAb HE XOYeIlb, YTOOBI 5
MoOTana cebe HEepBbl M HaKpydHuBaja ce0s? DTO IIIOXO CKaXeTCs Ha MOEM
3I0POBBE.

ToBopss Bce »TO, s omrymana ce0s HEBaXHO, HO He oOTcTymana. B
KOHEYHOM UTOre, ParHapy nmpumnuioch ycrynuth. Bc€ oka3amoch IOYTH TaK,
Kak pacckasana Casi, HO KO€-4TO B KOPHE OTJINYAJIOCH.

Jla, y umIieparopa paHbliie ObLTa HEIONTask CBA3b C MOJIOJOMN TOCITOMXKOM
3 noma Panynra. Ee oten 7eliCTBUTEIBHO TIpejiarajl UMIEpaTopy B3sITh €€
HaJIOKHUIIeH, HO Parmap otkaszaincs. Brpouem, mocrapaBiIiuch He OOHIETH
noM Panynra csoum orkaszom. Ha stom Bce m 3akoHumnoch. Ilo kpaitHein
Mepe, caM UMIIEpAToOPy TaK Jymall.



Ha camom nene gom Pagynra Hameruscs Ha TpoH. Cxema Obuia KpaiiHe
npoctoid. CHavana Tanupuka nomkHa OblIa 3aJ€3Th B MOCTENb UMIIEpATOpa,
MOTOM CTaTh €ro OoQUIMAILHONW HAJIOKHUIICH, 3aTeM U >KEHOW. YUuThIBas,
YTO OHA HE MOINIa UMETh OT HEro JeTeH, 3aj1a4a Ka3ajiach ClIoxHOu. Ho mom
Panynra mosjarai, 4To MOJIOAOTO WM HEONBITHOTO HMIIEPAaTOpa JOBOJBLHO
IIPOCTO 0OBECTH BOKPYT Masiblia. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, IO MOJIOIOCTH MHOTHE U3
HAC MMIYJIbCHUBHBI U BIOOYMBBI. OHM HaMmepeBaUCh yoenuTh Parnapa B
TOM, YTO B JKE€HBI HaJI0 OpaTh JIFOOMMYIO JKEHIMHY, a HACJIEAHUKOB MOXKHO
POIUTH U OT NEPEHECEHHOW U3 JIPYroro Mupa HajaoKHUIbl. KOHeUYHO, HUKTO
Ha CaMOM JIeJie He COOMpaJIcs MO3BOJISATh UMIIEpATOPy JeaTh HACIEIHUKOB.
Yepe3 HEeKOTOpoe BpeMsl TMocie CBaan0Obl ParHap momkeH ObLT MOTHOHYTH
KaKUM-HUOY/Ib cIOCOOOM, a TPOH Tieperien Obl B pyku goma Pamynra.

B »TOM 3aroBope y4yacTBOBAJIM HECKOIBKO MAarM4eCKUX KIIAHOB.
HekoTopbIM JII0AsIM HE HPABUIIOCH, YTO Y BJIACTH CTOST UMEHHO JIPAKOHBI.
EcTecTBEHHO, s UM BCEM OUYEHBb MEIIAJIA.

[Ipuuem 31ech cnyxanka?

Bce ouenp mpocro. OHa oOka3zanach YEJIOBEKOM BOJHOM HMIICPUH.
JpakoHnam Bonbl OblIa BhIrOJIHa OOphOa 3a BJIACTH B OTHEHHOW HUMIIEPUH.
[losToMy OHM mpHKa3adu CIy)KaHKE NOMOYb Jomy Panynra B MoeMm
ycTpaHeHUU. ECTECTBEHHO, HUKTO HE COOMpaJiCsl TMO3BOJIATH Maram
npuoUpaTh K pykam TPOH, HO BO BpeMsi O€CTOPsIIKOB BCET/la MOKHO HaWTH,
4eM NMOXKUBUTHCS. Hampumep, MOKHO 3aXBaTUTh YaCTh MAaT€PUKA, IPUCBOUB
cebe 3eMJIu.

— Tebe HY)XHO KaKk MOXKHO CKOpee OBJIaJIeTh CBOMM BTOPBIM OOJIMKOM.
DTO MOBBICUT TBOIO 0€30MACHOCTH, — Mpou3Hec Paruap.

S Hudero mo 3TomMy moBoAy He ckasasia. Ha camom mene mou MbICiIu
BUTAJIM BOKpPYT Jpyroil temel. HemHoro mogymaB, sl pemuia, 4TO CTOUT
nonpoOoBaTh.

— MHe 3T0 He HpaBUTCS, — CKa3aja s, XMypo Isias Ha Hero. Kak OblI s
HE TbITAJlach YOEAWTh ce0si, 4TO MHE O€3pa3juyHO, HO paslpakKeHHe,
MPOYHO YTHE3IUBLIEECS TJE-TO MO/ CEPALE, OUEHb MEIIAIO.

— Y10 numMeHHO?

— HanoxxHuiipl, — BeIMaNWIA ST YECTHO, €/]Ba HE CTYKHYB cama ceO0sl 1o
rojoBe. Bcé-Taku MHe elle He XBaTaeT BhIJIEPKKHU U TepneHus. HyxHo ObL10
MOJIONTH K 9TOM Teme Oojee miaBHO. Ho uTo yx Teneps.

NmnepaTtop Ha 3TO0 HUYETO MHE HE cKa3all. ToJIbKO TVISIHYJ TakK OCTPO, a
MIOTOM €7IBa YJIOBUMO YJIBIOHYJICS.



Ha cnenyrommii nenp Cast JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO Ha MEHsI CMOTpEIa, OKa
yOupanace.

— YTO ciiy4nIioch? — CIpoOCHIIa S €€, MPUKPBIBAsI POT BO BpeMs 3¢BKa. B
JAHHBI MOMEHT OBLIO yTPO, S MOJHOYM BEpTEIach U YCHyJIa TOJIBKO C
paccBeTOM.

Cas 3amsnace, CHOBa IOCMOTpPEB Ha MeHs. [Ipu »aToM s yimoBuia B ee
B3IVIS/I€ HENOJEIbHBIA UHTEPEC U JIETKUM CTpax.

— CeroaHst BbIIIET HOBBIM yKa3 €ro MMIIEPATOPCKOTO BEIUYECTBA, —
4yTh HEYBEPEHHO ITPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— J1a? — cnpocuna 51, NposiBUB Karuio nHTepeca. — M uto 3a ykas?

— B HeMm ckazaHo, UTO C CETrOAHSIIHErO JIHS MMIIEpaTop, MMEIOIIUM
XKEHY, HE MOXKET 3aBOAUTH O(UIHAIBHBIX U HEOPUUHAIBHBIX HAJOXKHHUII, —
noroBopuB, Cast BbIIVIsi[IENA TaK, CIOBHO COMHEBAJIACh B CBOMX XK€ CIOBaX. —
MHorue npuaBOpHbIE HEAOBOIbHBI TOJOOHBIM YKA30M.

— O, — BbIIANA 51, IIIyIIO MOPTasi IPU ITOM.

Chayana mou TyObl JPOTHYIHM, a TOTOM MEMJIEHHO PACTSHYIUCh B
yiablOKe. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, S CYACTIIMBO paccMmesiach. YIaB Ha KpOBaTh
CIIMHOW, S CXBaTWia MOAYILIKY W CcHOpsiTajlla B HEH JIMIO, CTapasch HE
oOpararb BHUMaHHs Ha TO, KaK KOJIOTUTCSI MOE CEp/IIE.

— C BaMHu Bce XOpOILIO, TOCIIoXKa?

OTKUHYB OYIIKY B CTOPOHY, I B3JIOXHYJIA, TPOAOKAs yabI0AThCS.

— Bce ommuHo, — cka3ana, mpukpbiBas rasa. — Jlydiie He ObIBaer.
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Bckope mocne toro, kak Casi 3akoHuymna yOupaTbCs M ylIa, MEHS
HAaBECTUJI HUMIIepaTop. BeImisinen OH Kak OOBIYHO, BOT TOJBKO, €CIH
MPUCMOTPETHCS, TO MOXKHO OBLIO 3aMETUTH JIETKOE OXKHUAAHUE U HETEPIICHHE.

— D10 moctaBuT TeOe mpobiieMbl? — 3ajaja 1 BOIPOC, PEIIUB, YTO HE
CTOUT XOAUTH BOKPYT Ja OKOJIO.

— 3Ha4YUT, 3HaeClllb, — KUBHYJ uMIieparop. OH nmokayan rojJoBOM, CIIOBHO
YEMY-TO YAUBISACH.

— Thl XOTENA OCTABUTH 3TO B TaillHE? — YECTHO TOBOPS, S HEMHOIO
YIMBUIACh.

— Her, — Parnap nomxan 4yTh HeIOBOJIBHO T'YOBI. — [Ipocto He mymad,
YTO HOBOCTH JIOWJET J0 TeOsi cToyib ObICTpo. Kaxkercs, ciyKaHKy CHOBa
HY>KHO CMEHHUTb.

— He wnanmo, — mnomnpocuna TtopormBo. ParHap BONPOCUTEIBHO
MMOCMOTpPEJI Ha MEHsI, MOTYaJIMBO TpeOyss 000CHOBaTh Mpoch0y. — S k Hew
npuBbikia. K ToMy yxke, Tl B€llb HE XOU€lllb CO3JaThb BOKPYI MEHS
UH(POPMAITMOHHBIN BaKyyM?

— YT0 XOpOIIEero B CINIETHSX ?

51 HeMHOrO pa3o3nunachk.

— A 4TO MHE ene oCTaeTcs? — COpoCuiia, INIAHYB Ha HETO CepaUTo. — Y
MEHSI HET JIIOAECH, KOTOpbIE MPUHECYT MHE JOCTOBEPHBIE HOBOCTU. A TaK 4
XOTs1 ObI B Kypce, 4YTO IPUMEPHO TBOPUTCS B 3aMKE.

— UT0 X, — UMIIEPATOP HA KOPOTKUN MU 33yMaJiCsl, a IOTOM HEXOTA
KUBHYJ, — MYyCTh Oy/leT Tak. Sl TOJbKO HAJICIOCh, UTO Thl HE CTAHEIb BEPUTH
BceMy U Oyjielllb CHpalluBaTh MEHS, €CIU TeOsl YTO-TO 3aMHTEPECYeT WU
BCTPEBOXKUT. Sl MOTY 3allpeTUTh ClyraM Pa3HOCUTH CIUIETHHU, BOT TOJIBKO HE
YBEpPEH, YTO MO 3alpeT UX OCTAaHOBUT. He Ka3HUTH Bellb UX, HE TaK JIK?
borock, naxke cTpax mepes CMEPThIO HE OCTAHOBUT HEKOTOPBIX JTUYHOCTEM.
Ho ne 6ynem 06 3Tom. S xoTen Obl MOTyYUTh CBOIO HAarpamy.

Cka3sas 310, Parnap BepkHaaronie Ha MEHs HOCMOTpEN.

— Harpany? — ynuBuiacs 5. — Kakyro Harpany? 3a uro?

— S wuw3man yka3, KOTOpBIM HAa CaMOM J€Jie JOCTaBWI MHE
HEMIPUSITHOCTH, — MEIJIEHHO MPOU3HEC OH, a NOTOM MOIOWIET KO MHE
Onuxe. — PaHbllle apuUCTOKpaTUYECKUE CEMbH MOIIM MPUOIU3UTHCA K
mpaBslleld ceMbe Yepe3 HAJIIOKHUIL, KOTOPHIMH HMIIEPATop OKpYy»Kaj ceosl.



bmaromaps 3TOMy OHM MOIJIM JOaXK€ BIUATH HA MHEHHUE MPaBUTEIIS.
My>xunHBI Bellb Tak ciadbl mepes KeHCKkuMu dapamu. Korga onu y3Hanwm,
4yTO OOJIbIlIE HE CMOTYT MOJACHUIATH CBOUX JOYEPEN KO MHE, TO MHOTHE
BO3MYTUJIMCh. Cama MOHMMaelllb, KaK YCEPIHO OHM MbITAIUCH MepeyOeanTh
MEHS.

— O, — s MOpTHYyJa, NbITAACHh TOHATH, Ky/la UMEHHO KJIOHUT Parnap. A u
JI0 3TOTO JI0raJibIBalIach, YTO MaJIO KOMY MTOHPABUTCS Takou yka3. — M uyTo?

— Kak 4T0? — wummneparop ciaenan e€me OJWH IIar, BCTaB IOYTH
BILUIOTHYIO. [logHAB pyKy, OH mNajblaMH TMOMIAJAWI MEHS TO IIEKeE,
MPUCTATLHO HaOMIoNmast 3a CBOUM JiBIkeHHeM. [locie 3Toro oH mocmotrpen
MHE B I1a3a. — Sl moImen Ha 3TO paiv TBOETO CIIOKOMCTBUSA. Thl Belb CKa3aia,
4yTO TeOE 3TO HE HpaBUTCS. U Teneps A Xouy MOITYYUTh CBOKO Harpaay 3a To,
YTO MHE MPUIJIOCH BBIHECTH.

S maxmypunacek. Bee 3Byuano Bpoze Obl JIOTHYHO, BOT TOJBKO YTO-TO
MHE TIIOACKA3bIBa€T, 4YTO ParHap mnpocTo yxBaTWicid 3a XOPOIIYIO
BO3MOXXHOCTh. Eciii Obl €My HyXHBI ObLUTA HAJIOXHUIIBI, TO OH JIaBHO YK€
3aBes Obl cebe rapem. Ho Hukakoro rapema HeT. 3Ha4UT, OH U caM MOHUMAJ
OMAaCHOCTh M XJIOIOTHOCTBIO HAJIOKHHII.

Her, nert. S HE 0 TOM nymaro.

— W1 4TOo THI XOU€lIb MOJYYUTh B Harpaay? — Cupocuia s, Oulyias, Kak
MO€ TEJI0O HEMHOT'O JIPO’KUT OT OXBaTHBIIETO €ro pa3om BoJHEHHs. OKUHYB
JIMII0 UMIIEpaTopa B3IVISIZIOM, S BCTAJIa Ha IBIIOYKU U OCTaBWJIa HA €ro IIEKe
JIETKUW ToTeNyi. — IToro OyneT AOCTaTOYHO? — 3a/1ajia s BOMPOC, OTCTynas
Ha war. [Ipu 3ToM s cTapanack He cMOTpeTh Ha Parnapa.

— Jr1oro OyaeT Majo, — THXO IPOU3HEC OH.

S BCKMHyZa TOJOBY, MTHOBEHHO 3aMedas, 4TO B3mIsix Parnapa
noteMHeN. OH CMOTpEN Ha MEHS BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IVISIAOM, OT KOTOPOIO Y
MEHSI MOAruOanuch KOJIEHH, U COMBANIOCh JbIXaHue. BHe3amHo s omryTuia
ce0st Takor 0e33alMTHOM. XOTEeI0Ch TO JIM CHPATATHCS, TO OPOCUTHCS B €T0
00BATHSL.

— Pa3Be? — cnpocuiia, HENOBKO M TUXO 3aCMESBIIMCH, HO MOYTH Cpaszy
oOopBaja CBOM CMeX, MOJyMaB, YTO OH 3BYYHUT JOBOJBHO IIyno. — YTo ke
€IIE XOUET €r0 UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIIMYECTBO?

He ycnen mocnenHuii 3ByK CTUXHYTh, KaK MEHS OOHSUIM 3a TajuIO U
INPUTAHYIUM K IIUPOKOW Trpyau. JpoxKp MIHOBEHHO ycuiauiach. [ososa
nonuia KpyromM OT BOJHEHUs. AXHYB, s yIlepjach pyKamMu B €ro IUIEYH,



CJIOBHO XOT€Jla OTTOJIKHYTh. KOHEUHO, Aaxke eciu Obl MPUMEHUIIA BCE CBOU
CWJIbI, MHE OBI BPSiJ JIU YAAJIOCh ATO clienaTh. Kazanocs, st TONKar cKaity.

Ha camom gene s He 0co00 TO M cTapajiach OTTOJIKHYTh €ro. B 3ToT
MOMEHT Y MEHS MOMPOCTY BCE BBUIETEIO U3 TOJIOBBI.

— ...

— Tume, — mepeObusi OH, a MOTOM MOJHSJ OJHY PYKY M 3apbuics
najbllaMyd B MO BOJIOCHI.

B cnenyrommii Mur ero nuuo npuOau3uiock. S 3amepra, ouryias ceods
3arUMHOTU3UPOBAHHON ero B3msimoM. Korma ero ryObl NPUKOCHYIHCH K
MOUM Try0am, s HeBOJIBHO B3AporHyna. CuibHasS pyka Ha TaJIUM YCHIIHAJIA
Ha)KUM, 3aCTaBlisisi MPOTHYThCS HEMHOro Bhepea. Sl HUKaK HE Mora
noOOpOTh JIPOXKb, MPOHU3BIBAIOIIYIO TeJ0. Bo3ayxa BHE3amHO CTano Tak
MaJio, a TEMIIEPATypa PE3KO MOBBICUIACK.

Ho Bce 310 Ob110 nuis HauyasnoM. [1ouTn HeBUHHBIM U 0€300UIHBIM.

OuryTHB, KaK €ro ropsiuyuil U BIaXKHBINA S3bIK CKOJIB3UT 110 MOUM T'y0aM,
g €Ba HE MOTEPsJIa CO3HAHMS OT BOJIHBI MPOKATUBIIETOCs Kapa. BbITOXHYB,
OTKpbLJIa POT, IMO3BOJISISL TMOLENyI YynIyOuThesa. MMrmepaTtop MIHOBEHHO
BOCIIOJIB30BAJICA  3TUM  nIpumiamenueM. Ero ry0el  cramu  Oosee
TpeOOBaTEeIbHBIMU UM HETeprneNuBbIiMU. KaxeTcs, s THXO 3acTOHaya, HO
COBEPIIEHHO JTOT0 HE OCO3Hajka, I[OJHOCThIO OTKJIKOYMBUIUCH  OT
peansHOCTU. Ero ry0mi, pyku, 3amax, ONIYIIEHUE CHJIBHOTO Tejla — BCE ATO
KPY’KHUJIO TOJIOBY.

Sl cama He MOHsANA, KaK Mbl OKa3ajduchb Ha KpoBarh. Ero mouemnyu
CITyCTUJIMCh HUKE, Ha 1Iet0. [[pOorHyBIINCH OT CUJIBI YIOBOJILCTBUS B CIIUHE,
s OECCMBICIICHHBIM B3IVISIIOM IOCMOTpena Ha NoTonok. [locreneHHo
BEPHYJIOCh OCO3HAaHHWE pEAIBHOCTH. S TOHsIA, YTO €ro pyKH YxKe
npubnuxkatrcs K Oenpam. Jlpixanue Parnapa crano tsokenbiM. OH
MPUKAMAJICS K MOEMY TEJy TaK, CIIOBHO KEJIAJI CIIUTHCS BOCIUHO.

Kak TOnpko 110 MeHs [OLIIO, YTO NPOUCXOIHT, 5 Cpa3y
BocnpoTtuBuiack. He crnuiiikom su 6b1cTpo Bee npoucxonut? He To, yToObI 51
He ObLIa roToBa K MOJJOOHOMY, HO MHE Ka3aJIoCh, YTO B 3TOM MUPE MPUHATO
CHayaJjia 3aMy’K BBIXOJIUTh, @ IOTOM YK€ KaTaTbCsl MO MOCTEIH.

[TomeBenuBIIKCH, 51 yHEepaach pyKaMu €My B IpyAb U HaJlaBUJIa CO BCEU
CUJIBL.

— Hert, — npousHecia si, Hanpsrasch BCEM TEJIOM.

Parnap sBHO omyTuin conpotusiieHre. OH Ha KOPOTKUH MHI 3aMmep, a
MIOTOM, OCTaBUB €II€ OJWH MOIEIYyd Ha MOUX T'y0aX, pPbIBKOM MOHSIJICS.



Brinisiaen oH npu 3TOM pa304apOBaHHBIM M PACTPENIAHHBIM.

BcraB, s nmpuHsiiack momnpapisATh Ha ceOe oaexay. Tam, rjae Ko MHe
npuKacaluchb ero TyObl, Koxy nekno. Kazamock, OH ocTaBHI
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE KIIeiMa, KOTOpbIE Temephb Bcerjga OyayT llaBaThb O cede
3HATh JIETKUM KApOM.

— MHe nopa, — cka3an uMIeparop, MEJIbKOM IJISIHYB Ha MEHS.

ITocne 3TOr0 OH TOPOIIMBO NOKUHYJI MOM KOMHAThl. Sl HETOYMEHHO
npocieansia 32 HUM B3DVISIIOM, a MOTOM KOBapHO yiblOHynack. Kaxercs,
KTO-TO CHUJIbHO BO30ymmiics. XMBIKHYB, HalmpaBWJIach B BaHHYIO KOMHATY.
Cromno MHE B3NIAHYTh Ha ce0s B 3€pKajo, KaK HEJIOBKOCTh CHOBA
BepHynach. ['yObl BBIIIAAEAM NyXJIbIMU M anbiMd. [7aza JauxopagodHo
onectenu. JIuio OyKBadbHO MOJBIXAJNO, OTYETO PYyMSIHEI] BBIIVISIEN Tak,
CJIOBHO 51 HEJTaBHO BEPHYJIACh C MOPO3a.

YMBIBIIKMCH MPOXJIATHON BOJIOM, O0NErYeHHO BbIAOXHYIA. JKap HEMHOTO
cnai. [IpaBna, 3T0 Tak M HE CTEPIIO C KOXKHU OLIYIIEHUE MTOLETYEB.

[TocTosiB mapy MUHYT, s BhITEpJa JIMLIO U BbIlLIA U3 BaHHBL. [loOpoauB
[0 KOMHATe, B3sla KHUT'Y U Ce€Jla B KPECJ0, PEIIUB HEMHOIO MOYUTaTh. Bot
TOJIBKO MBICIIM O TIOLEIYEe HUKAK HE KEJIaIW MOKUAaTh rojioBy. S pa3 3a
Pa3oM MPOKPYUYHBAJIA TO, YTO IIPOU3OILIO.

Ecnu Obl s HE OcTaHOBMJIA €r0 BOBpPEMsl, KaK Jajeko Obl OH 3ariein?
YT0-TO MOACKA3BIBAET, YTO JI0 CAMOIO KOHIIA.

[IpencraBuB cebe 3TO, S OUIyTUJA BOJHEHHUE U MPEABKYIICHHUE.
HNuTtepecHo, kak 310 Oyner? HaBepHoe, cHayana 6071bHO, a IIOTOM. ..

Her, HeT, He cToUT 00 3TOM JlyMarh.

TpsixHYB TOJIOBOM, COCPENOTOUMIIAa BHUMAaHUE HA KHUTE. CITyCTsI Kakoe-
TO BpEMsI MHE BCE-TaKu yHajJoCh BYWTATHCS, IIEPECTaB pa3 3a pa3oM
MBICJIEHHO BO3BpAaIlIaThCs K mouenyto. [IpaBaa, cTonno HacTynuTh HOYH, KakK
BOCIIOMMHAHHS BEPHYJIUCH C YABOCHHOM CHJIOW, CIOBHO MCTS 3a TO, YTO
OTMaxuBajlaCb OT HHUX JHEM. B KOHEYHOM wuTOre, s MOJOBHHY HOYH
KpyTWJIach Ha KPOBATU. Y TPOM BCTaJjia MOMATAs, 3J1asi U HE BbICHIABIIASICS.

bnvxe k 00ey Mou KOMHAThI oceTws1 uMmrneparop. OH BBITVISIEA TakK,
OyITO HHUYEro HEe MPOU30INIO. TakoW >X€ CHOKOMHBIN, YBEPEHHBIM BH]I
4eJI0BEKA, KOTOPOMY IPUHAMJIEKUT €T0 KU3Hb.

— W nem, — mo3Baji OH MEHs TIOCJIE€ IPUBETCTBHUS.

— Kyna? — Tyt e cnpocuina .

— IonpoOyens cMEHUTH OOIHK OCO3HAHHO, — MOsicHUA Parnap.



HakuHyB BEpXHIOIO OJIeKIy W HATAHYB Ha HOTU CalOXKH, S
MOCJIEI0BaIa 332 HAUM. 3a JABEPhIO HAC JaaJl KpHaH U HECKOJIBKO CTPaXKEW.
[To310pOBaBIIMCh C MaroM, s MPUHsUIACh OCMaTpuBaTh 3aMOK. Bcé-Taku y
MEHS JI0 CUX MOop OBLJIO MaJIO IIaHCOB MOJ000BAThCS BUIAMHU. MOXET OBITh,
CTOUT MONPOCUTHh UMIIEpPATOpa OPraHU30BaTh COBMECTHBIE TIporynaku? Hamo
OyJeT molymMarh.

— W1 naneko mMbI? — cripocuiia, TOHUMAsI, YTO Mbl YXOJIUM BCE JAJIbIIE U
JaJblle OT 3aMKa.

— OcTanoch HEMHOTO.

Parnap mpuBen MeHs Ha OOJIBIIYIO TOJISIHY 3a MpeaeiaMu 3aMKOBOTO
cajga. Beimignena oHa Tak, OyATO CHEIMAIbHO ObLIA IMOATOTOBJICHA JIJIS
CMEHBI OJJHOTO 00JIMKa B JIPYTOi.

IToaBens MeHst K cepeiMHE POBHOTO KpyTa, UMIIEpaTOp OCTAaHOBUJICS U
MTOBEPHYJICS KO MHE JIMIIOM. Sl cOCpenoToumnsia Ha HEM BCE CBOE€ BHUMAHHUE.

— ITpocTo 3aKkpoil r1a3a U BCIIOMHU, KaK Thl ce0s ONIyIlajia, Korjua craja
npakoHoM. [ToBeph, HAa caMOM Jiesie 3TO 04eHb MPocTo. Beas BTopoit 00auk —
3TO TOXe Thl. Tebe Beab HE TPYAHO MEHSATH IOJOXKEHHE CBOEro Tea?
Hanpumep, eciu Thl XO4€lIb CECTh, TO Thl MMPOCTO CAJUIIBLCA, U BCE. Tak u
3mech. Thl caMa BbIOMpaeIh, B KAKOM 00JHKe TeOe ObITh B TOT WJIM MHOM
MOMEHT, — MOsACHUJ Parnap, a moTtoM, MOXJIABIIMCh MOETO HE CIIHMIIKOM
YBEPEHHOT'0 KMBKA, OTOIIEN K KParo.

A npoBoauia ero B3IISA0M, a MOCJE 3TOr0 c/eaia To, YTO COBETOBA
Parnap. To ecth, 3aKkpblia Ijlaza M COCPEAOTOYMIIACH, BCIIOMUHAs CBOU
omyieHusi. CnycTss MTHOBEHUE YTO-TO M3MEHWIOCh. Sl MEIJICHHO OTKphLIa
IJ1a3a ¥ BHE3AITHO MOHSJIA, YTO CMOTPIO Ha MUT C TPOMaJHON BBICOTHI. Cyns
10 BCEMY, Y MEHSI TTOJTYYHUIIOCH!

He 3Has, 4yro aenare ganelie, s OMyCTWIA TOJIOBY M HallIa B3MNISIAOM
Parnapa. Kakas xe s 0ombiasi! XoTenoch Kak cleayeT ceOs pacCMOTPETh.
BoT TO/NIbKO MHE MOYEMY-TO Ka3ajaoCh, YTO CTOMUT MOIIEBEIUTHCS, KakK s
o0s13aTeIbHO YTO-HUOYAbL Clellal0 He Tak. Hampumep, cHecy XBOCTOM
nepeBbsi. OHM, KCTaTH, C BBICOTBI MOETO POCTa BBINISIIAT, KAK HEBBICOKHUE
KycTukd. Hagerocs, s He caumkom Toiictast B 3ToM Tene? A-a-a, HOMHIO, KaK
B MOEM MHUPE PUCOBAIM APAaKOHOB. OHU TaKuUe... Imy3arbie!

OnycTuB TOJOBY, NMOAHSANA OAHY JIally W IIAHYJIa Ha *KUBOT. EnBa He
MOTEPSIB  paBHOBECHE, IOKayHyjdach. HaxMypuBmmch, mnomisijena Haza.
HeoxnnaHHo, HO y MEHs OKa3anach JOBOJBHO JUIMHHASA 1ues. biiaromaps e,
CIIOKOMHO omsiiena ce0s c3a/u.



Uto wmory cka3zarh? BBINISDKY MOBOJBHO CTpPaHHO, HO XOTS OBl
O0YKOOOpa3HOTrO KUBOTA HET. boibllle BCEero MEHs 3auHTEPECOBAIH
BHUCSIIIME TPANOYKAMU KPbUIbs U JNIMHHBIN XBOCT.

[TonmpoOoBana nBuHYyTh UM. CHaYana HUYEro HE MOITY4yajoCh, a MOTOM
ATOT CBOEBOJBHBIA OTPOCTOK PE3KO CABUHYJICS BJIEBO, BBIIPAMILSIACH. OT
HEO)KUJAHHOCTH S 3aCThUIa CYCIMKOM. KOHYMK XBOCTa, YKpaIllCHHBIN
[IUIIAMHU, TTOXOXKUMH Ha OCJIOCHEXKHBIE IEphbsl, €Ille Mmapy pa3 JAepHYJCs, a
MIOTOM TOXE 3amep.

OO0sieryeHHO BBIJIOXHYB, S TOBEPHYJIAch M IIOCMOTpEla BHHU3 Ha
Parnapa. U uro nameme? Yto muHe Hamo aenars? S OowCh BCe TYyT
pa3pylNTh!

— Croit 31ech, — Opocun umneparop Kpuany, a cam Hadana oOXOIUTH
MEHS IO KPYTY.

S BHUMAaTEIBLHO 3a HUM HaOJIO/IalIa, MBITAsICh MOHATh, YTO UMEHHO OH
3agymai. Oka3ajloch, 4TO C JAPYroM CTOPOHBI €CTh emnie mecto. Ilogoinas,
Parnap misiHyn Ha MeHs, a B CIEAYIOUIMHA MUT S €Ba HE OTIIATHYJIACH OT
HEOKUJAHHOCTH.

Bce-taku cmena oOnuka — 3To HeuTo HeBepositTHoe. CekyHay Haszaja Ha
3eMJI€ CTOsUI, Ka3aJ0Ch Obl, OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK, a B CIEAYIOUUNA MUT PSJIOM
MOJIBIXAJIO KapOM TPOMAJHOE CYIIECTBO. Sl C HEKOTOPBIM YAUBJICHHUEM
NoHs1a, 4To ParHap B oOnuke ApakoHa HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIE U MAaCCUBHEE MEHSI.

[Ipu3HarOCh 4€CTHO, OH BBITTISAICH KaK KAKOM-TO 3J10/ICH.

BreinpsmuBiiucek, Parnap nmpuOau3uics KO MHE W, HAaKJIOHUB HEMHOTO
IIUIIACTYIO TOJIOBY, 3aIVIsIHYJI B IJ1a3a.

«Kak TbI ce0s1 4yBCTBYEIIb?» — MPO3BYYaIO B MOE T'OJIOBE.

S HEBOJBHO B3JIPOTHYJA, HEMOHUMAIOUIEC IJSAAS B TEMHbIC Iviaza
npakoHa HampoTuB. Ilocime Toro, kak mepBOe€ YAWBICHHE IPOIUIO, S C
HEKOTOPBIM COMHEHHEM NOMISAAENA HA 3aKPBITYIO IMACTh UMIIEPATOPA.

OTKpBIB POT, 5 XOTEJA CKa3aTh, YTO BCE HOPMAJIBHO, BOT TOJIBKO BMECTO
CJIOB M3 TOpJIa BHIPBAJICSA TUXUN YTPOOHBIHN PBIK.

51 MOpruyna HeTOyMEHHO.

«He crout. I m Tak TeOs MOHMMAIO», — YCIbIIIaja s CHOBAa SIBHO
MBICJIEHHYI0 peub ParHapa. B ero romoce OTYETIMBO CHBIIIAICSA CMEX.
Becenurcs, 3HaunT?

Bmecto TOoro 4troObl HamyThes, s MOAJATACh KAKOMY-TO CTPAaHHOMY
YyBCTBY W NpuOIM3uia rojoBy K Jjuily Parnapa. CexkyHay mnoaymaB, s
OCTOPOXKHO MOTEPJIACHh CBOEU IIEKOM O €r0 APAKOHUI HOC.



Tenepr Hactana odepenp Parnapa 3acteiBarh. Korma s oTonBuHYNach,
OH BBIIJISAJIEN OLIEIOMJIEHHBIM. DTO BBIJISAIETIO CMEIIHO.

— IItd, nrd, ntd, — 3acmesnach 1. [opno 3Toro obsMka sIBHO HE ObLIO
NpeIHa3HAYeHO [IJIsi CMEXa, MO03TOMY BBIXOJWJIO YTO-TO OTAQJICHHO
HANIOMUHAIOIIIEE CMECh KISl U YUXAHUSI.

A eme uW3 Moero Hoca HoBaIWJI JbIM. [loueMy-TO 3TO AMKO MeHs
cmyTtwio. [lpekparuB cmex, si oTBepHy’nach. Eciaum Obl JpakoHBI MOIIH
KpacHeTh, 00I0Ch, 51 ceiyac BhIMIsAeNa Obl, KaK CO3PEBIIMI TOMAT.

«Yto ¢ TOOOH?» — ¢ naerkuMm OecmokoiicTBOM crpocwi Parnap,
OCTOPOKHO OOJTHYB MEHSI TOJIOBOMA.
«Bce B mopsake», — TIHIATEIbHO NPOTOBapHUBasi MBICICHHO CJIOBA,

orBeTuia si. Kaxercsi, 3T0 HEe Tak yX W cloxHO. Hanmeroch, OH HE Bce MoU
MBICJIA CJIBILIIUT?

ITogymaB 00 »TOM, 3aMepJia, MPUCIYIIUBASCh K 1TyMy BOKpyT. CTOWIIO
MHE 3TO CJIeJIaTh, KaK B yIIIM BOPBAJICSA NTUYUN MIEOET M CIMIIKOM TPOMKHUM
HIEJIECT JUCTBBI. TpsIXHYB rOJIOBOH, S MOKAYHYJIACh OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH.

«Yro Takoe?» — BcTpeBoxkmiics Paruap.

«IIIyMHO», — 4ECTHO OTBETHUJIA 51, €1IE PA3 MOTHYB T'OJIOBOU.

«He KOHLIEeHTpUpYH Ha 3TOM BHUMAHHUE, — ITIOCOBETOBAJI MOMEHTAIbHO
oH. — Cnymiail ToJibko MO Tosioc. Y TeOsl 3aMedarelbHO BCE MOTYYUIIOCH.
OcTanock cCOBCeM HEMHOTO. S xouy, 4TOOBI Thl MOJHSIACH CETOJHS B HEOO.
Tebe 10IKHO TOHPABUTHCS ITOY.

«Ilogusatbest B HEO0? — crpocuna si. lllyM MOMEHTalbHO OTOIIEN HA
Bropor mnaH. A mocmorpena Ha Parnapa, a morom BBepx. MHTtepecHo,
JIeTaTh 3TO TaK )K€ 3aXBaThIBAIOIIE, KAK BO CHE WK HET? — Thl yBEpEH, UTO y
MEHS OJy4YuTCs? S maxke XBOCTOM TOJIKOM YIIPABJISTh HE MOTY)».

«A TBI HE IyMal MHOTO, — Jajl €lI€ OJWH COBET UMIIEPATOp. — 3aKpOu
r1as3a, — MOMpOCHI OH. I ¢ COMHEHHMEM Ha HEro mOCMOTpeEsa, HO BCE-TaKH
YIOBJIETBOpUJIA €ro Mpock0y. — OTIHYHO. A Teneph Mpuchylaiics k ceode.
Jns Hayana oOpaTty BHUMaHUE Ha MepeIHKE Jianbl. YyBCTBYEITb UX 7).

S Haxmypuach, COCPEIOTOUCHHO TBITASICh OLIYTUTh UMEHHO TIEPETHUE
nanel. B ronoBe menbkHyn obnuk pyk. He ycmena st HU4ero moHsiTh, Kak
rpOXHyJIach Ha 3emMit0. OT HEOKHUIAHHOCTU OTKPbLIA I71a3a, ONISAbIBASICh.
Oxka3bIBaeTcs, 1 KAKUM-TO 00Pa30M BEPHYJIACH B UEIIOBEYECKYIO (hOpMYy.

TopominBo MOAHSABIINCH HA HOTH, IOCMOTpea Ha Parnapa, koTopslii, B
CBOIO oOdepenb, HaOmoman 3a MHOW. B3M0XHYB M BBIJIOXHYB, CHOBA
COCPEIOTOYMIach, TBITAsACh BEPHYTh JpakoHbio ¢opmy. [lomyuunocs



JTOBOJIBHO ITPOCTO. Ka3anock, 1 TOIBKO MOPTHYJA, a YK€ CMOTPIO Ha MHD C
BBICOTBL.

«Jlyman o namax, a He 0 pyKax», — cpasy ke IPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

Sl xuBHYyna, a MOCJe BHUMATEIIBHO MONISAEIa Ha CBOU IIEPEAHUE JIallbl.
Ecnu Tak noxymars, TO BBIIAEIN OHA OYEHb JAXKE CUMIIATUYHO — TOHKUE U
U3SIIHbIC, YKpaIIEeHHbIE uelryeil B Buje mnepbeB. Ho Oosbliie Bcero mMHe
IMOHPABWJINCH KOTTH. Ka3amoch, 4TO OHM BBITOYEHBI U3 IOJYIPO3PAYHOTO
orasna.

Hacmotrpesmncs, s 3akpblla maza U TLATEIBHO MPEICTABUIIA TO, YTO
COBCEM HENAaBHO paccMmarpuBaia. (Oka3aloch, YTO TMOLIEBEIUTh HMH
JIOBOJIBHO MPOCTO. OLIYyTUB IBUKEHUE, 1 OTKPbUIA IV1a3a U MOMISA/IEIa BHUS.

PacronbipyB manblpl, s MOCKpediaa UMM IO 3eMile, HaOroaas, Kak Ha
MOBEPXHOCTH OcTaroTca 1yOokue 0oposnabl. [logHsB oaHy namy, ornsnaena
kortu. Koe-rae onn Obuin Mcnaykansl 3emuieil. HaxmypuBiinch, nmorpsicia
JIANIOM, MBITAsICh OYMCTUTH KOTTH. K MOeMy OropyeHuro, XOTb KpPYIIHBIE
KYCKH U OTIAJIA, HO I'PsA3b BCE-TAKU OCTAJACh.

OnycTtuB namy, s TJsiHyJa Ha UMmIiieparopa. MHe KaXeTcs, Uid OH Ha
CaMoOM JieJie cMeeTcsl Hajo MHOM? Eciu HeT, TO moyeMy y HEro HacCTOJBKO
CHUJIBHO MIPHUIIYPEHBI I1a3a?

[Tocne 3TOrO s MOOYEPENHO MBITAJIACh MOYYBCTBOBAaTh TO CBOM XBOCT,
TO KPbUIbS, TO 3aIHHUE JaIlbl. B KOHEUHOM UTOTrE, CITYCTSI HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, A
CMOIJIA CIIOKOMHO TOJHATBCS HAa HOTM W CHENarTh Iapy IIaroB, HE
3aMyTaBIIUCh MPU O3TOM B COOCTBEHHBIX KpPBUIbSIX, KOTOpPHIC TEMEPh
AKKypaTHO JIC)KAJIU Ha CIIUHE.

bosbiie Bcero TpyaHOCTEN BBI3BIBANI XBOCT. Kazanoch, 3TOT JJIMHHBIN
OTPOCTOK HE MOHUMAET, YTO UMEHHO 51 OT Hero xouy. OH BepTescs B JII00YI0
CTOPOHY KpPOME TOM, O KOTOpOW s aymana. TpscCd KaK OCUHOBBIM JIUCT,
CKpYYHUBaJICS B OyOJIMK WA XJI€CTal U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

[Ton kKOoHEN MHE yHanoCh B3ATh €r0 I0J OTHOCUTEIbHBIM KOHTPOJIb. 10
KpaiftHel Mepe, Teneph s MoIJIa HE OacaTbCs, YTO CHECY OJTHUM HEeOpEeKHBIM
JIBUKCHUEM Mapy JECATKOB JICPEBHEB.

«A Tenepb MBI MOJHUMEMCS B HE00», — cKka3all Parnap nocie Toro, kak
s OCBOMJIACh C HOBBIM TEJIOM.

[Tocne ero cnoB s 3amepna. Ilomnumemcss B He00? YUTo-TO MHE
MOACKA3bIBAECT, YTO HUYETO TOJIKOBOIO Y MEHS BOT TAK Cpa3y HE MOJYUYUTCH.

«MOXKeT, HEe CEerofHs?» — MO roJIOC MPO3BYUYAJl HEYBEPEHHO.



«He crout 00sThCA, — YCHOKOWJI MEHSI mMmreparop. — Jlerars mporie,
yeM Tebe KaxeTcs. ITo Aaxe 0oyiee MPOCTO, YEM YIIPABISATH TEIOM.

A ¢ comHeHnem Ha Hero nmocmorpena. Pa3zse takoe Bo3mMoxHO? Jlerars
— 3TO B€Ib HE TOJBKO OTYASTHHO MAaXaTh KPBUIbSIMH. JTO HYKHO JEpPKATh
OayiaHC, TOBUTH BCSIKME TaM BO3YIIHbIC TOTOKHU. Mnu HeT?

N BooOMIIE, Kak Takoe T'POMAJHOE TEJIO MOXET MOAHSATHCS B BO3IYX?
BBITSIHYB KpBLIO B CTOPOHY, SI C COMHEHHEM MOIVIsAJIeNIa Ha €0 JUINHY. Tak-To
OOJIBIIIOE, KOHEYHO, HO OTYEro-TO MHE KaXETCs, YTO H3TOH JUIMHBI H
TOJIIUHBI HEOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MOTHATHCS B BO3IYX.

MoskeT ObITh, Y IPpaKOHOB SKCTpeMasibHO HeOoubInon Bec? [Togymar 06
TOM, S TOANPBHITHYJIAa W MNPU3EMIIMIIACh. 3BYK MOJYYWIICS JIOBOJIBHO
rpoMKUM. B oTnmaneHuu wicmyraHHbIe NMTHIBI B3BUJIKCH B HE0O, OTYASHHO
pyras MeHd Ha CBOEM NTHUYbEM Ss3bIKE. Ara, 3HaYUT, BEC HE TaKOW YK H
MaJICHbKHIA!

«Yto THI nenaemnib?» — nouHTepecoBayicss Parnap, Habmromas 3a MOUMU
TEJIOIBUKEHUSIMU.

«Sl caumkom TspKenasi, — cKazala s, noBopaunBas kK Hemy. — Kak Takue
TOHKUE KPbLIbS CMOTY MOJHSATH HACTOJIBKO OOJIBIIION BEC?»

NmnepaTop MBICIIEHHO XMBIKHYIL.

« Tel 3a0bIBaelib, 4YTO JpakoHbl BIAJECIOT Marueil. MMeHHO oOHa
MO3BOJISIET HaM CBOOOJHO JIeTaTh U IUIEBaThCS OTHEM 0€3 BCSIKUX
noBpexaeHui. B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, Oydb MBI TPOCTBIMH >KUBOTHBIMH, TO
cnanuiu Obl cebe He TOJNBKO POT, HO M Topio u Jyerkue. Ho satoro Benp He
npoucxoauT. Tak u ¢ nosietoM. KoHEYHO, KpbLIbsi HYKHBI, HO OHHM CIIyKaT
Oonbllield 4YacThiO AJIA TOTO, YTOOBI PErylHpOBaTh HAINpPABICHUE MOJETA.
XBOCT IOMOT'aET MAaHEBPUPOBATHY.

«O», — 51 coBceM 3a0bl1a O Maruw.

JIeCTBUTENIBHO, COCPEAOTOUMBIINCH HA MOJIETE, s COBCEM YITyCTHJIA U3
BHUJlY TAKYIO CTPAHHOCTb, KaK JIbIxaHue orueMm. K tomy xe...

41 BHMMAaTENBHO MOMISAETA HA TEJIO MMIIeparopa. TpeniuHbl B 4yeurye
BBITVISIZICNIN JIOBOJIBHO IIyTaroie, OCOOCHHO TOT >KUJKHUI OrOHb, KOTOPBIN
MOXKHO OBLJIO TaM YBHUJI€Th. Y OOBIYHOTO dKHUBOTHOTO TAKOTO TOYHO OBITH HE
MOLJIO.

«Xopol110, 4TO MHE JieJlaTh?» — CIpOCHUia s, BEIOpAChIBasi U3 TOJIOBBI
MBICIM O TOM, YTO B TE€JI€ MOEro OyayIIero Myka Te4eT XUIKUM OTOHb.
HUuTtepecHo, eMy He 001bHO? A BHYTPEHHUE OpraHbl y HEro €cCTh, WIH
TONBKO cruTomiHas naBa? Her, HeT, He cToUT 00 3TOM Tymarth.



«Huuero ocobenHnoro, — ckazan Parnap. S misiHyna Ha Hero co
ckericucoM. Hudero ocobennoro? Kak tak? Mbl ceiiuac BeJlb TOBOPUM HE O
TOM, KaK CHJEThb, BepHO? — Tebe mpoCcTo HyKHO MOJNPBITHYTh, KAK MOXXHO
BBIIIIE, & TOTOM YCIETh PACHPABUTh KPbUIbS M JIETKO MMHU B3MAaXHYTb.
CunbHO 1O BO3AyXy He Oedt umu. Camoro JIerkoro JBMXXEHHUSI Oyaer
nocratouHo. B panpHelem Tebe moMmoxker marus. OHa cpa3y MOAXBATUT
TBOE TEJI0, MIO3BOJIUB 3aBUCHYTH B BO3ayXe. [IpoOyii».

CkazaB 310, Parnap otoien nogasnbiiie, 1aBasi MHE KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIIIe
MPOCTPAHCTRBA.

B310XHYB U BBIIOXHYB, S OCTapajiach yCIOKOUThHCS. MTak, 4To OH TaM
ckazan? [lognpeirHyTh, pacpaBUTh, 3ABUCHYTh.

[TonpoGyem.

IToronTaBmmce Ha MeCTe, 1 IPUMEPUIIACh, apy pa3 NpbeirayB. Kpuan
JABHO y>K€ OTOIIIEN, SIBHO HE >KeJasi ObITh 3aJIeThIM. YOeAUBUIUCH, YTO MOU
KOHEYHOCTH JI0CTAaTOYHO IMPBITYUYHUE, S IPUCENIA HACTOIBKO HU3KO, HACKOJIBKO
CMOIJIa, HAMpAMIach, a MOTOM pachpsmuia janbl. Teno B3MbLIO BBEpX. S
HACTOJIBKO YBJIEKJIACh, YTO COBEPIIECHHO 3a0buia O KpbUIbsX. [lapy cekyHn
CIIyCTS g TPOXHYJIACh HA 3EMITIO.

[mssHyB HemMHOro HeyBepeHHO Ha Parnapa, s mompoOoBana emie pas.
[lepennyTaB B mepBOE€ MIHOBEHHE XBOCT C KPBUIbSMH, S CTyKHYJIa UM IO
3eMJIE.

Bropas Heynaua.

HaxmypuBuiuch, mnomieBenwia KpbUIbSIMH, a T[OTOM ITOBTOpHIIA
nonbITKy. Ha 3TOT pa3 MmHe ynanock pactipaButh ux. [IpaBna, caenana s 3To
HACTOJIBKO PE3KO, YTO OIIYTHJIA JIETKYO 00Jib. TOpOIJIMBO B3MAXHYB UMH, 5
€Ba HE BCKPUKHYJIA OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH. 1IpocTo 3emius ynanuiace OT MEHS
KAK-TO CJIMIIKOM PE3KO U JAJIEKO.

«Yto mnpoucxoaut?!» — 3aKkpuyana s MBICIECHHO, NPOAOIkKas OUTb
KpbUIbAMU. Pe3ynbrarom crano To, 4TO 3€MIlsl OTAAISIach BCE AajiblIe U
JaJblIe.

[Tannka MrHOBEHHO OXBaTWjia MEHsS. B 3TOT k€ MOMEHT INepeno MHOU
BO3HUK Parnap.

«Ycnoxkoiics, — moTpedoBan OH, MpuUBJIcKas BHUMaHue. — He ximonaii Tak
KpbUIbAMU. [IpocTo cnerka nomaxusail. JlaBai e, yCIIOKOHCS.

Jlerko cka3arh!

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MHE BCE-TaKW yJaJOCh B3SITh IOJ KOHTPOJIb CBOE
naHukyoouee Teno. Korma s HEMHOro yCIOKOMJach, TO BHE3AMHO MOHSANIA,



YTO MHE HE HYXHO MpUJararb HUKAKUX YCUJIMH, 4TOOBI JEp>KaThbCid Ha
BO3JIyXE.

DT0... OYEHb 3axBaTbIBarOLICE!

Crycts KOPOTKOE BpeMs s ¢ YIIOEHHWEM HOCHIIach MO HeOy, 4yBCTBYS
ce0sl Tak, CJIOBHO BCE 3TO MHE TOJIbKO CHUTCS. BOCXUTHUTENIBHOE YYBCTBO.
3akpuyaB OT TMEPEMOJIHSIONIMX MEHS dMOIIMM, s B3BWIACh BBBICH, a MTOTOM
pyXHyJla BHU3, 3aMeuasi KpaeM Iy1a3a JeTsiiero psgoM Parnapa.

[ToBepHyBIIMCH K HEMY, S BHE3AIHO IMOHSIA, HACKOJIBKO MOIIHBIM U
CWJIBHBIM BBITJISZICNIO CYIIECTBO JeTsiiee 0ok o 0ok co wmHOU. Ot
UMIIepaTopa BO BCE CTOPOHBI BOJIHAMH PACXOJUJICS TOpsSYni Bo3ayX. Bekope
s 00OHApyXuja, YTO B HEM OUYCHb MPUATHO «KYTaThCS».

Korma s Hawama omgymars MOpU3HAKH yCTAIOCTH — SIBHO C
HENPUBBIYKA, — TO MBI CIYCTHJIMCh Ha 3emito. [Ipm 3TOM s HUYEro He
roBopuia Parnapy. OH CIOBHO cam BCe MOHSIL.

[lepekHYBIIUCH B YEJIOBEKA, 1 CHACTIIMBO paccMesyiach, a IOTOM, HU O
4eM He AyMasi, KHHYJach K UMIIEpaTopy U MOBUCIIA y HETO Ha IIIee.

— Cnacu6o! — mobmaromapuiia s BeCbMa SMOIMOHAIBLHO. — DTO OBLIO
MPOCTO HEBEpOSITHO! A ThI BHUJEIN, KaK s B KOHIE MepeBepHynach? A 10
ATOTO IJIAHUPOBAJa, HU pa3y HE MaXHYB KPbUIbSIMH.

— Bupnen, — msarko npousnec Parnap. Ero rojoc mposBydan y camoro
MOEro yxa, TUXO0, TOUYTU UHTUMHO. M3-3a 3TOTO 10 MOEH CIIMHE MPOMYaINCh
KpYITHBIC MYpaIlKH.

Oco3HaB, B KaKOM TMOJI0KEHUH MBI HaXOAUMCS, I MOMEHTAJIBHO yOpaia
PYKH, Kenasi OTCTpaHuThes. BOT Tonbko ParHap ycmnen meHs oOHATH U, Cy/s
110 BCEMY, B JJaHHBI MOMEHT HE KeJall yOuparb pyKu ¢ MOEH Talluu.

— Bame BenmuecTBO? — MOAHSB TOJIOBY, S BOIPOCHTEIHHO HAa HETO
OCMOTpeIIA.

— Tebe nmoHpaBuiock? — cipocuii oH. Sl B OTBET KuBHYyna. — Torma tede
CTOUT TMOOJAroJapuTh MEHS 3a A3TOT YpPOK, — CJIerKa MPUILYPUBIIUCS,
npousHec umneparop. — JIroau Benb Bcerja IMIaTsaT TEM, KTO UX YEMY-TO
yuuT?

51 Ha cexkyHIy 3amepia, a MOTOM BCHbIXHyJa. HaBepHoe, MHE CTOMIIO
Pa303JIUTHCS, HO KPOME MPEJIBKYIICHHS U JIETKOM CTHIIJIMBOCTH 1 HUYETO HE
OlLIyIlaa.

— TeI!.. OTO Tak MENOYHO! — «BO3MYTHIIACHY 5, CTAPATENBHO OTIUXUBAS
uMIIepaTopa oT ceOl.



Korna Parnap Bce-taku OTIyCTHII MEHS, 5 OLIyTHJIA Pa304apOBaHUE, HO
rocrapaiach CKpbITh ero. Ha camoM gene, MHE XOTENOCh «HArpaJuTh
Parnapa, HO 0T4ero-To BOT Tak MPOCTO MPU3HATHCS B 3TOM HE MOIJIA.

— Bce, Bce, — Parnap nogHsi1 pyku, ciasasch. — bynem cuurtarb, 4To
YPOK ObLJT IEMOHCTPATUBHBIM U OIJIAThl HE TPEOOBAI.

@BIpKHYB, sI PE3KO OTBEPHYJIACh OT HErO, CTapasCh CKPBITh Kap Ha
CBOEM JIULIE.

ITocne aToro Mel BEpHYJIHCH B 3aMOK. Jlo Bedepa s u3yyasaa Maruro moj
PYKOBOACTBOM ocTaBuierocss co MHoM Kpuana. OH ckazas, 4TO Tak BeEJEN
umneparop. Parnap sxenan, 94ToObl s B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU OBJajieNia XOTS Obl
OCHOBaMH. DTO HYKHO OBLIO JIsl MOE 0€30ITaCHOCTH.

51 He cnopuna, ycepaHo 3aHuMasichk. K Beuepy s omrymiana ceds Tak,
CJIOBHO MEHS BbDKaJM, Kak TpAnky. M Bpoge HUYEro He 00JIEN0, HO CUI HE
ObLJIO Ja)e Ha TO, YTOOBI MOAHATH pyKy. OueHb CkBepHOe omryiieHue. He
MIOMHIO, YTOOBI 51 B CBOEM JKU3HU €lle Korna-HuOy/ab Tak ycTaBaa.

Ha cinenyrommii qeHs o0ydyeHue nmpoaonkuwiock. K marum v noneram
n00aBUIM YPOKM OTHUKETa M JIOMOBOJACTBA. Eciaum wMaruio u 3ITUKET
npenoaaBan MHe Kpuan, To 7J0MOBOACTBY oOyuaia crapasi 3KOHOMKa 3aMKa.
Kak s moHsu1a, 3Ta >KeHIIMHA CITy>KHWJIa 1€ NPU MPOLUION umneparpuue. B
NPUHLINIE, T/ HAa BHEITHOCTh 3TOW MOYTEHHOMU JIEAH, MOKHO OBLIO JIETKO
MOBEPUTH, YTO €€ BO3pacT JAaBHO IEPEBAINI 32 HECKOJIBKO COTEeH. UyTh
No3KEe s y3Haja, YTO y Hee peyaiiliiee Marnueckoe 3adojieBaHue. DHEPrus
IPOCTO LMPKYJIUPYET BHYTPU Tela, HE BBIXOAS 3a €ro mnpeneibl. Takum
o0pa3oM, Marusi MNOAACPKHUBACT (PUIUYECKYIO OOOJOYKY, HO IPH 3TOM
YKEHILMHA MaroM B IIPSIMOM CMBICJIE 3TOTO CJIOBA HE SIBIISIETCH.

3Banu 31y keHuHy Ceepus Yomu. CypoBasg Takas CTapyllKa,
KOTOpasi OOJIBIIYIO YacTh BPEMEHHU MPOBOMIIA, CHJISI B KPECIIE, 3aKYTABIIUCH
Opy 3TOM B MYyIIMCTHIA mied. Bonocel ee ObuiM MONHOCTBIO cenbl. OHa
NpUKpbIBajJa HUX OEJOCHEKHON UUISNKOM, OTIaJEHHO HalOMHUHAOUIEH
yermuuK. MBICJIIEHHO S Has3bIBaja €€ MHCCHUC Y3au. YK OOJbHO OHa ObLIa
IIOX0XKa HA CTapyl aHMIMKCKYI0 jeau. OgHaxasl s Ha3Baja €€ Tak BCIyX,
HO Ta HUYETO HE CKa3aya MPOTHUB.

Kak s noHsisia, OCHOBHOM ee 3a7a4yeil OblU10 HAyYUTh MEHS pa30oupaThCs
B IPOMO3JIKMX W 3allyTaHHBIX JIOMOBBIX KHHMrax ydera. bimaromaps moemy
00pa30BaHUIO, MOHATH, YTO K UEMY O0Ka3aJioCh HE TaK YX CI0XHO. Bece Ob110
JIOBOJIBHO MPOCTO. EMMHCTBEHHBIN MUHYC, 371€Ch HE OBLIO KaHKYJISTOPOB,



MO3TOMY NMPUXOAWIOCH BCE CUMTATh HA JHCTOYKE. M3-3a 3TOro Ha mnoacyer
YXOAWJIO MHOTO BPEMEHU.

KoneuHo, ctonp Manas uHpopMaius MEHsS HE MOIJIAa YIOBIETBOPHUTH,
MOATOMY s Hauyajla pacclpaliuBaTh MHUCCUC Y3au 000 BCEM, YTO MOIIa
npuaymars. Crapas *KEHIIMHA OXOTHO OTBeYasia Ha MOoU Bompochl. Cyas mo
BCEMY, €l U camMoil ObLJIO HHTEPECHO CO MHOM MOTOBOPUTH. VIMEHHO OT Hee s
MHOroe y3Hai. Hampumep, rie 3akynaroTcsi caMble CBEKHUE MPOAYKTHI IO
HU3KUM lieHaMm. Kakue MecTa B 3aMke TpeOyroT pemoHTa. Kak 30ByT cambix
Jy4dIIuX TOPTHBIX B Ommkaimem ropome. Kakum maciom HeoOXomumo
MPONUTHIBATh JEPEeBAHHBbIC U3neaus. [loHATHS HE MMEI0, K YeMy MHE 3Ta
uH(OpMaIs, HO S TOCIYIIIHO Bce 3anucana. JIMIHIM TOYHO He OyJIeT.

— Cembst AbDapxam u3 Knupena nenaer caMmyro Jydile JIEpPEBSIHHYIO
MeOenb. TONBKO 3TH MPOXBOCTHI BEUHO IMBITAIOTCS 3aBBICUTH 1IeHy. He ctout
UATH Y HUX Ha 1oBOAY. OHM OTIIMYHO 3HAKOT, CKOJIBKO CTOST UX KPOBATH U
mKadbl, HO KaXAbIA pa3 MbITAIOTCS B3ATh JOpoke. Kak TONbKO OHU MOUMYT,
YTO MOKYIIATeb 3HAET UCTUHHYIO LIEHY, Cpa3y yCHOKAaWBAKTCS, — TUXUM H
CTPOIMM TOJOCOM CKaszajla MHCCAC Yaau. S KuBHyJa, 3amnuchiBas
uHdopmalusa B TeTpaab. — DTOMY HMX Hayuyuid npaned. OH ObLT TOT elle
XUTpELL.

Bot npumepHo B Takom (opmare u npoxoansii Mo Beuepa. Kazanocs,
CTapyllIka 3HaeT 000 BCEM Ha CBETE.

MecCTHBIT 3TUKET HE CTajl JJisi MEHS YEeM-TO HEBEPOSTHBIM U
HeoObIuHBIM. [lo cyTH, Ha JIOAAX S BIIOJIHE MOIJIa MPOCTO MOJYATh U HUKTO
HUYETro MHE OBl HE CKa3all.

A, enie HEKOTOpPOE BpEMSI MPUILIOCH MOTPATUTh HA MECTHBIE TAHIIBI.
MectHOl 3HaTM 1O OOJBIIOMY CYETYy HEYEero ObUIO JeliaTh, MOATOMY
UMIIEpaToOp KAl cyOOOTHUM Beuep ycTpauBan 0anbl. HeMHOro 3aKycok u
TaHIpl. MHOTHE )KEHIINHBI UEIBIMU HENEIISIMA TOTOBUJIUCH K 3TUM BEYEPaM.
HukTto He HazeBan OAHO IUIaTbe€ JBAXKIBL. MakusK, NOPUYECKH,
JIparoleHHOCTH, Hapsigbl — BCe O3TO TpeOoBajJo  KaXIbld  pa3
MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIX BIIOKCHUMU.

Bckope s y3Hana, 4To caMblii OOJBIION FOBEITMPHBIN JOM IIpHUHAIJICKAI
UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbe, MpaBaa, Majo Kro o0 »3tom 3Haid. Kawmuu,
JparoIieHHbIE METAJUIbI, JOOBIBATUCH HA UMIIEpaTOPCKUX pyaHukax. Ho »to
He Bce. Mmmepartopckas cembsi Biajaena BcemH ¢Gadpukamu, KOTOpBIE
MIPOU3BOAMIIA TKaHU, O0YBb U PA3TUYHYIO QYPHUTYPY JUIS OJCHKIBI.



B xoHeuHOM wuTOre, NEHBI'M 3HATH, TAK WIM WHAYE, OKA3bIBAJIUCHh B
uMIiepatopckoii kazHe. HMmeHHo mosTomy Parnap He Obul TpOTHB
eXeHeeNbHbIX 0aoB. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, 3aTpaThl Ha 3TO MEPOIPUSATUE SIBHO
HE MOIIU OBITh COMOCTAaBUMBI ¢ Jloxojnamu. [Ipoie roBops, yem Oomblie
3HATHBIC KCHIIMHBI TPATWIK HA ce0s, TEM BbITOJIHEE ObLIO UMIiepaTopy. He
VIUBIIOCh, €CIIM MMEHHO HWMIIEPATOPCKAasi CEMbsl MYyCTWIA CIyX, YTO
HETPUWINYHO JIBAXKIbI MOSBIISITECA B OTHOM U TOM XKE€.

O TOM, 4TO UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbE MPUHAIICIKUT TIaBHBIA I0OBEIUPHBIN
JIOM OTHEHHOM HWMIIEpUM, s y3Haja TOrja, Korma ParHap momapui MHe
rPOMAJHOE  KOJWYECTBO  YKpamieHuuh. UYecTHO  TOBOps,  YBHJEB
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIC KOPOOKH, sl Take Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMs oHeMmena. Jla mx
OBLJIO CTOJIKO, YTO 51 MOIJIa CIIOKOMHO OTKPBITh Mara3u!

— 3a4eM Tak MHOTO? — CEBILIMM T'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIA .

— Tebe He HpaBuTCs? — cnpocusl Parnap, BHUMarelbHO MOCMOTPEB HA
MEHS.

— Her, Het, HpaBUTCA, KOHEUHO, — 3aBepuiia s ero. — [Ipocro... Takoe
KOJINYECTBO. ..

— Uepe3 nBa aHs y Hac cBajapOa. Ilocie »Toro Thl Oynenib Kaxmyro
cy000Ty comnpoBoxaaTh MeHs Ha Oan. Ot Hac TpeOyeTcs OAWH TaHel, a
JajbIle Mbl MOXEM CIOKOMHO yiTh. Bce 3Tu ykpaleHus HyXHBI TeOe.
HaneBaTh JBaXabl OJHO U TO K€ HENb3s, — HMIIEPATOP BbITAIINI
KEMYY>KHOE KOJIbEe M 0e3pa3IuyHO MOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

— Ho xynma motrom geBaTh TO, YTO yKe OBLIO HazueTo? — crmpocuia s,
YyBCTBYS J0caay. B3aTh XOTs ObI 3TO KOJIbE, OHO HEBEPOSITHO KpacuBoe. S
OBI C YIOBOJILCTBHUE HaZleNIa €ro OOJIBIIIE OAHOTO pasa.

— OHu OynyT pa3zOuparbCcsi Ha yacTu. MeTamin mepenpaBsiT BO YTO-TO
npyroe. KamMHu MCnoNb3yroT 1 co3maHus Apyrux ykpameHwnii. Koneuno,
00 3ToM HUKTO He y3HaeT. HekoTopelie Bemu Mbl nipoaaauM. [loBepb, MHOTHE
3aXOTAT KYIIUTh TO, YTO HOCHJIA UMIIEpaTPHULIA.

— IlocToi, — ocTaHOBUIIA 51 €0, KO€ O YeéM BCOOMHMB. — ThI CKa3aj, 4YTo
Hallla cBajp0a yepes aBa JHs?

— Bepno, — ckazaB 3T0, UMIepaTOp MOCMOTpPEN HA MEHS Tak, OyJToO

XOTEJ KaK MOXKHO THIATEJIbHEE PACCMOTPETh MOIO peakiuto. — Tbl He
XO4eIlb?
— S... — 3annynacek. [logHsB pyky, mojokuiia ee Ha JI00, pacCesHHBIM

B3MJIAJIOM CMOTps miepen coboi. Het, st 3Hana, 4To BCKOpE S BBIMAY 3aMYyX,
HO I0YEMY-TO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 5 yCJBIIIAJIA, YTO 3TO COOBITHE MPOU30UIET



TaKk CKOpO, OIIyTWJa HEObIBAJOE€ BOJHEHHE. — XO4uy, KOHEYHO XKe, —
npou3Heciia, 0003HaUMB Ha JIKIIe YIbIOKY. — [IpoCcTO 3TO Tak... HEOKUAHHO.

— Heoxunanno? — ParHap mnonoxun Koiabe B KOPOOOUKY H
BeITIpsiMUIIcA. — UTo TyT HeoxuaanHoro? Thl BeAb 3Hana 000 BCEM C CaMOro
Havana. Heyxxenu Tebe Hy>KHO eliie Bpems?

— Her, HeT, — s KauHyJlia TOJIOBOM, MOYYBCTBOBAJIA HCXOMSAIIEE OT
Parnapa namnpsbkenue. EMy sSIBHO He HpaBWICS MOW PacCTEPSIHHBIM BUI. —
[Tpocto cBagbba ObIBaeT BeAb pa3 B AKU3HU, — Sl HEJIOBKO 3aCMeEsIach. — JTO
TaKk BoJHHUTENbHO. Hamo moaroroButhesa. Ilnaree Tam, nmpuuecka... MHe
BE€Jlb IOMOTYT?

— Koneuno, — Parnap BenuuecTBeHHO KUBHYI. — [1narbs Tebe nocraBsar
3aBTpa. Thl MOXEITb BHIOpATh JTH000E, Kakoe MoHpaBHUTCSA. Ecnu 4T0-TO HE
TaK, TO TOBOPU MPSIMO — BCE IONPABIAT WJIHA INEPEIIBIOT. YKpAIUICHHS... —
UMITIEpaTop MOCMOTpPEN Ha Topy Kopobok. — Hazeroch, 31ech Thl Halenb To,
YTO MpUAETCs TeOe mo ayme. Eciu HeT, TO CKaXH, S MOCTaparoCh OTHICKATh
TO, 4TO Thl Xouellb. [Ipuuecka, kocmeTuka... B 1eHp cBabObI TEOE C 3TUM
MTOMOTYT.

— A Kak 3TO BCE€ y Bac MPOUCXOAUT? — 3ajajia s >KUBOTPEIMEIIYIINMA
BOIIPOC.

Parnap B3si1 MeHs 3a pyKy W MOJBEN K Kpecily. YCaJWB MEHS, OH Cell
HarpoTuB. HanueB W3 yaliHMKa Yail B 4YallKy, OH MPOTSHYJI €€ MHE.
[TobnarogapuB, s B3suia, TYT K€ MpsSida 4yTh CMYIIEHHYIO YABIOKY 3a Kpaem
YalIKHy.

— HuueMm cnoxno, — ckazan Parnap. — C ytpa Mbl ogeBaemcsa. Okoso
KpBUIbLIa HAC OyIET JKIaTh pydHas OTKphITas Kapera. Bunena takyro?

— Her, — s kauHyna roysioBoi.

— DTO MOX0XKE Ha HOCUJIKH, KOTOPBIE JOKHBI HECTH HA CBOMX ILI€YaX
JIXOMIU.

— A 3T0 HOpPMAJIBHO? — CIIPOCHUIIA S C JISTKUM COMHEHHEM, MPEJICTABUB,
KaK 3TO JOJIKHO BBINNISIIETh. — VIM, HaBepHOE, TSkKeN0o OyleT.

— HopmanbHo, — ormMaxnyscs Parnap. — Bo-niepBbIX, JIFOASIM, KOTOpBIE
OyIyT HECTHM HOCWIKH, XOopolio 3amiaraT. K ToMy yxe, 3TO cuuTaercs
MOYETHOM paboTOM.

— O, BOT KaK.

— Ilocne »TOoro Hac noctaBAT K BXoay UepkBU. OHa HaxoauTtcst y
MOJTHOXMUS TOpBL. Tam Hac OyIyT ’KIaTh MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIE TOCTU. B 1epkBu



npoiier oOpsAn OpakocodyeTaHUM. 3aTeM Mbl HAlPaBUMCSl K CBSAILIEHHOMY
o3epy. CoBepIIMM OMOBEHHE B CBOMX UCTUHHBIX OOJIMKAX.

— pakoHpux?

— BepHo, — umneparop kuBHy. — [1oTOM napHbIi OJIET-TaHEL.

— Ho s He yMmero, — TyT e 3alenuiacs 5 3a €ro CjioBa.

— Ilocnennue qHu s 00yyan Te0st UMEHHO emy, — Parnap npuriypuics,
[JIIHYB HA MEHS CO CMEILIMHKAMHU B IJ1a3ax.

ITox ero B3MISIAOM 1 MOMEHTAIBLHO CMYTHJIACh. DTO YTO MOJIY4YaeTCs, B
MOCJICTHUE JHU MbI TOJIBKO U JI€JIaJIh, YTO YYUJIUCh TAHILIEBATh B BO3Iyxe? A
1 JyMalia, YTO MbI MPOCTO JieTaeM. XOTs, CTOUT NpU3HaTh, Parnap uHorma
MOMPABJISIT MEHS, 3aCTaBJISIA JIETATh ONPEACICHHBIM 00pPa3oM.

— 3arem Oal, KOTOpbIA OyAeT UIMThCA TPpU AHS U TpU HOUM. B 3TO
BpeMs B TOpoOJIe MOjA ropoi OyAyT BBICTABJIEHBI CTOJBI C €10H U MHUTHEM.
Hapon Oyner rynsTh, BOCXBasisi UMIIEPAaTOpa U UMIIEPATPULLY.

— Tpu 1HS ¥ TpU HOUM? — NEPECIIPOCUIIA 51 C YIKACOM.

— BepHo, — Parmap XMBIKHYJI, 3aME€TUB MOM HCIIyraHHbIM BuA. — He
BOJIHYWCSI, HaM He o00s3aTelbHO OyJeT MPUCYTCTBOBaTh BCE OTU JHHU.
Hocrtatouno Oyner nepBoro aHs. [IpumeM mo3jnpaBieHus, CTaHI[yeM Mapy
pa3, u Bce. M Opaunas HOub, — mocneaHee Parnap n00aBui C OTYETIMBO
CJIBIIIMMBIM B T0OJIOCE MPEABKYILICHUEM.

51 He cTana HHUYEro Ha ATO TOBOPUTH, MPOCTO OBICTPO BHINKJIA YAl U
cAenana BUJ, YTO OYEHb CWJIBHO 3aHATA ITOJAAPEHHBIMU YKPALICHUSMHU.
Parnap mnonaOmioman 3a MHOW HEKOTOPOE BpEMs, HO, TOHSB, 4YTO S
CHEUUallbHO HE O0O0palllald Ha HEro BHHUMAHMS, YILIEN, BECEIO CBEpKas
IJI1a3aMHU.

ITocne Toro, kak 3a UMIEPATOPOM 3aKPbLIACH ABEPb, S OCTAHOBUJIIACH.
[lomolins x kpeciy, pyxHyjla B Hero. be3nymMHO Mg Ha Kydy KOpOOOK
pa3HOro pasMepa, s BCIOMHMHajJIa BCE, YTO CO MHOM IPOM30LUIO 32
IIOCJIEITHEE BPEMS.

Korga s Tonpko momana crofa, TO KaTeTOPUYECKN HE XOTeNa BBIXOJIWUTH
3amyx. Ho ceituac Bce ctano nHaue. ParHap MHE OYEHb CHJIBHO HPABUTCH.
MoXHO cKa3aTb, sl BCE-TaKu yMYyApWJIAach BIIOOUTHCS B HEro. S xouy crarb
JUI HEero onopou. MHe uHTepeceH 31oT mup. K ToMy ke, s yBUAena JIUIIb
HEOOJIBIIYIO YacTh. 3a IpeeiamMu 3aMKa Belb CTOIBKO BCETO HEBEPOSTHOTO.
51 yBepena, uyTo cMory yropoputh Parsmapa Ha nocemenue passbix MecT. [la,



MHE BCTPETUJIOCH 3[E€Ch CIMIIKOM Majo XOPOILIUX JIFOJEH, HO S BEPIO, UTO B
OyayllleM Yy MEHsI IOJTy4YHUTCSl OTBICKATh ce0e apy3eil.

OuryTB HEOXKUAAHHBIM TPWIMB CYACThsA, s BCTalla M MOJONUIA K
kpoBatu. CTalMB TOHKOE MOKPHIBAJIO, HAKMHYJA €r0 Ha MJIEYM HA MaHEp
HAaKWJIKW U TPUHSIIACh KPY>KUThCS MO KoMHare. [Ipu sToMm s kpaem riasza
HaO0Jro/1aa, KaK rajikasi TKaHb KPAaCUBO CTEJIETCS CJIEIOM 32 MHOM.

Korza ronoBa 3akpyxunachk, s pyxHynia psiioM ¢ kopookamu. [IpoTsiHyB
PYKY, TIOJIXBaTUJIa OXKEpEIbe U MOIaJuia IIaJKue U KPYIJIble )KeMUYyKUHBI.
A 3TO s HajZieHy Ha CBOIO cBaanOy. [loBepuTh HE MOTY, s BCe-TaKd CTaHy
YKEHOU uMIieparopa.

Korma s Obplma ManeHbKOH, TO MeuTaja CTaTh MPUHIIECCOM.
Nmmeparpuiia — 3T0 HE TO K€ caMOe, 4TO MPHUHIIECCa, HO MOXHO CKa3aTh,
YTO MO MedTa Bce-Taku cObutach. M mycTh [J 3TOr0 MHE MPHIILIOCH
NOKUHYTh cBoi Mup. Kakast pazuuna? [lomoOHbIe Meioun BOBCE HE BaXHBI.

Xotenock Obl, 4TOOBI MBI ObUTH cyacTIuBHL. [locTapatock cruenarb aJis
ATOTO BCE BO3MOXHOE M HEBO3MOKHOe. Hajeroch, y MEHsI BCe MONy4HTCS.
Hert, y MeHs TOYHO BCE MOIYYUTCS, S B 3TOM IMOJHOCTHIO yBepeHa. MHaue
MOMNPOCTY OBITh HE MOXKET!

FEXOTCTYIIIeHHE ™ **

Parnap crosin okono crymneHel, Benynux B 3aMok. OH BBITVISIACH Tak,
CJIOBHO €TI0 COBEPIICHHO HE BOJIHOBAJ CETOJHSIIHUN JI€Hb, HO 3TO ObLIO HE
tak. Ha camom pene, miyOoko BHYTpHM OH O4YeHb HepBHUYAl. B KoHIle
KOHITOB, 3TO ObUT JICHb €ro cBajbObl. K ToMy ke, ceiiuac OH cuuTal, 4To eMy
MOBE3JIO, BEJlb €My Ha CaMOM JieJie O4YeHb CHJILHO HpPaBUJIACh JIEBYIIKA,
KOTOpasi BCKOpE JI0J>KHA Oblila BCTATh €ro KEHOM.

W ecnu nmoHauany oHa €ro pasapaxkania, TO 3TO YyBCTBO JaBHO MPOIILIO,
CMEHUBIIKNCH HETEPIEIUBBIM OKUJaHUeM. EMy XOoTeloch caenarb ee cBOei
opunuanbHo. CUIIbHOE KEJaHWE MPUCBOUTH MOJHOCTHIO OH W HE JyMal
MOJIaBJIATh, CYUTAS €TO BIOJHE HOPMAJIbHBIM.

VYeapliaB B3BOJHOBAHHBIM POKOT JIFO/IEN, KOTOPBIE PEIININ IIPOBOAUTH
X JI0 BXoJa B XpaM, ParHap MOMEHTalbHO BCKHHYJ TOJOBY U 3acCThLI,
MOPAXKEHHBIA TeM, 4TO yBuJed. Huka kazamach HEOECHBIM CO3JIaHUEM, 1O
KaKOW-TO TMPUYUHE PEIIMBIIUM CITyCTUTHCS K HHUM, MPOCTHIM CMEPTHBIM.
benocHexxHOe TaThe JIETKO KOJIeOanoch, MOAYEPKUBAS KPACHUBBIC IUICUH,
U3SIIIHBIC PYKU M TOHKYIO Tajuto. Bo3myiiHas TkaHb, HAKUHYTas Ha TUJICUH,
pa3BUBaJaCh €331 U TTOXOUIA HA KPBUIbSL.



JleByllKa Ka3ajaoCch HEBEPOATHO MUJIOW, KPAaCUBOM M HEXHOU. Parnap
OLLLYTHJI JIETKOE MOKAJIBIBAHUE B KOHUMKAX ManbleB. HaCTOMBKO CUIBHO emy
XOTEJIOCh B3SITh €€ Ha PYKHU U 3aKpPYKUTh, CIylIas €€ Kypuallui, MOX0KUI
HAa MEPEJIUB XPYCTAIBHBIX KOJTOKOJIBUYUKOB CMEX.

Cwmortps Ha Hee, Parnap moHuMalt, 4ro jkejnaeT BCIO KHU3Hb JEpiKaTh €€
32 PyKy M HUKOIZA He OTIrycKarb. OH BAPYT OCO3HAN, YTO €EMY HHTEPECHO C
HEll pasroBapuBaTh, HPAaBUTCA Y3HaBaTb €€ Bce Oosble U Oombuie. Ero
B3IV, B IIOCJIENHEE BPEMS HEOTPBIBHO CIIEJOBal 3a HEW, YJIaBIUBasd
Mebdaiiiiiee 0coOeHHOCTU. BHE3anHo OH MOHSI, 4TO MHOTOE YK€ 3HAEeT O
Hed. Hampumep, To, Kak KpacuBO U3rubaiuch €€ TyObl, KOorjga OHa
yabpi0anack. Mnu 10, KAKUMH JIyYUCTBIMU CTAaHOBWJIMCH €€ I7a3a. A ele oHa
CMEUIHO MOpUIWJIa HOC, KOTJla € YTO-TO HE HPABWJIOCh, M 3a0aBHO JBUrasa
OpOBAMHU, KOTJIa XMYPHUJIIACh.

CnyctuBmcys BHM3, Huka mnpotsHyna emy pykKy. 3aMETHB JIETKYIO
IpOXKb TOHKMX MaJblLEB, ParHap caenan mar BIOEpel W MOMEHTAIBHO
MOAXBATWII MPOTAHYTYIO PYKY, a MOCJE, NOIJAaBIINCh CTPAHHOMY HMITYJIBCY,
HAKJIOHWJICSI W OCTaBWJI JOJTHUW, HO TMPU OTOW JIETKUW TIOLEIyHd Ha
NOJIParuBaOIIMX MAJIbLAX.

Huka oxHyna, HO He cMela JBUrarbcs. B ee miazax cBepKajio BOJHEHHE.
BeinpssMuBIInCh, ParHap HECKONBKO CEKYHJ BIVISABIBAICS B €€ Iviasa,
MBITAICh OTHICKATh TaM HEKEJIAHUE WJIM WHbIE HEraTUBHBIC AMOILUM, HO, K
€r0 PaJIoCTH, HUYETO MO00HOTO HE OBLIO.

— Ham mopa, — tuxo mpousnec Parnap, ysiekas Huky 3a coGoii B
CTOPOHY OTKPBITOTO HMIIEparopckoro mnanankuHa. IlocaguB Huky B
OoOTSIHyTO€ KpacHbIM OapxaroM cujeHue, Parnap cen psagoMm. —
OtnpasisieMcs, — MPUKa3aJl OH.

Heckonbko XOpOLIO CIIOKEHHBIX M OJETHIX JIOAEH €IWHBIM MOPBIBOM
HIarHyJY BIIEPE]l ¥ MOIXBATUIIN CIIeLMaIbHbIe pydkH. [lanaHkuH otopBascs
OT 3€MJIM U clieTKa kauHyica. Huka Buenwiace B pyky Parnapa, ciioBHO He
OHa COBCEM HEIAaBHO JieTaja BBICOKO B HeOe, COBEpPIIEHHO HE OIacasch
BBICOTHI.

Crpaxu MOMEHTAJIBHO OKPYXWIH uX. Bece BepHo. HecMoTps Ha 10, 4TO
CerojiHsd CBaAb0a, 3TO HE 3HAUUT, YTO HE MOXKET CIYYUThCS 4ero-HUOYHb
HEO)KHUJIaHHOTO.

[Io Bcemy myTH UX MNOMIKUAANIM CTOAlIME HAa oOoumHe ironu. Bcee
OJIEThIE B CBOM JY4YLIWE OJEKIbI, OHU, 3aBUJEB MMIIEpaTopa ¢ HEBECTOMH,



HaYMHAJM YIbI0aThCs M OpocaTh B BO3/YyX 3aXBaY€HHBIC JJISI ATOTO CiIydas
IIBETHI.

Huka HeBonbHO cMymianach, KOrla KpaeMm yxa yilaBjiuBala
BOCXMIIICHHBbIE BOCKJIMIAaHUS. Bce, KTo BuAen e€e, MNOopaxaluch €€
He3eMHOMY o00iuKky. lMwMmeparop Toke Todydal CBOIO  ITOPIHIO
KOMIUTUMEHTOB. Yamie Bcero ero Ha3bIBaJId CTAaTHBIM, BEJIMYECCTBECHHBIM,
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM M TaK Jajee.

Jlopora BHU3 3aHsia JOBOJIBHO MHOTO BPEMEHHU, HO B KOHEUHOM HTOTE,
Huka ee mouTn He 3aroMHUIIA M3-32 BOJHEHUS, KOTOPOE XOJOAUIO PYKHU U
3aCTaBJISLIO CEPlle OUTHCS CIUILIKOM OBICTPO.

JIromn, KOTOpBIE BCTpEHAIM HX II0 NyTH, IIOCIE CIEI0BaId 34
NajJaHKWHOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KOIJla HMMIIEpaTtop C Oyayuiend >KeHOM
CITyCTWJIMCh BHM3, CJIEIOM 32 HUMH MPUIILJIA OTPOMHAs! TOJIMA.

Okomo xpama X NOJKUAATI0 HE MEHBIIIEE KOJIMYECTBO JIFO/IC. 3aBUJICB
WX, OHM BO3JIMKOBAJIM, BBIKPUKHBAs MPUBETCTBHUS W IOXKEJIAHUSA 100pa U
CYaCThS.

[TanaHkrMH OCTAaHOBWJICS OKOJIO BXOJla B Xpam. BcTas, uMmneparop nomMor
noauAThca Huke. Briepenu ux »jana JI€CTHUIA MOKPHITAS 30JI0THIM KOBPOM.
BHyTpu BeIMYECTBEHHOIO Xpama HMX JIOKUJAIUCh BBICOKOIIOCTABIICHHBIC
MIEpCOHBI OTHEHHOM MMNepun. Bee 1ambl CTpaHbl CEroAHs MPEB3OILUIN CaMU
ce0s1, HaJIeB caMbl€ BEJIMKOJICTTHBIC HAPSIAbl, KOTOPhIE OHU CMOIJIM OTHICKATh.
Bce 3TO BOIIIO MX MYXKbSIM, OTIIaM WJIM OpaThbsIM B KPYITHYIO CYMMY, HO
HUKTO U3 HUX JIa)K€ HE JTyMaJl BO3MYIIAaThCHl.

Korma B xpam Bomnum mmneparop ¢ Hukol, Tuxue pa3roBopbl BMUT
MpEeKpaTUiIuCh. MHOXECTBO INa3 ycTpemMuiaoch Ha HuWky, ordero onHa
BHE3AIMHO oOllyTujia cebs emie Oosnee HeaoBKO. CIIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB €€
YCWJIMBILIEECS BOJIHEHHUE, UMIIEPATOpP 4UyTh CWJIBHEE CXall ee pyKy. Huka
KuHyJaa Ha Parnapa OnmarojmapHbIii B3IVISJ W BBIJIOXHYJIA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OHAa BBINVISZICNIAa HUYYTh HE XYK€ BCEX ITUX MPEKPACHO BBINISAAIINAX JIaM.

MenneHHo npuOIM3MBIINCE K ajdTaplo, TMapa OCTaHOBUJIACH.
XpaMOBHUK, JIOJDKHBIN MIPOBOJIUTH CCETOJIHSIIIIHIOI0 IEPEMOHUIO
OpakocoueTaHus, OTMEp M Iapy pa3 KanuwisHyld. Ha camom nerne, oH, Kak u
BCE€ B 3TOM 3ajie, MOTEPSUI HA KOPOTKMM MHUT J1ap pPEYM, KOIJA YBUJIEI
HEBECTY. XPaMOBHHUK COEIMHUII MHOXECTBO Iap 3a CBOIO KW3Hb U MOT Ha
4eM YTOJHO TOKJISICTBCS, YTO HHUKOTAA HE BHUACH Ooyiee MPEeKpacHOTro
CO3/1aHusl.



VYCThIIMBIIMCH CBOEM pEakKlMM, OH OMYCTHJI B3IVIS[, a MOTOM Hayal
YUTaTh MPUBBIYHYIO MOJIMUTBY, KOTOpas NOJKHA ObUla MOAAPUTH MHIIOCTH
ooroB Mmonomoi mape. Cam TOro He 3ameuas, XPaMOBHHUK BIOXWI B
MOJIMTBEHHYIO II€CHb HAMHOTo OoJibllie SMOLMH, 4yeMm o0ObuHO. Ilocre,
BCIIOMUHAsI 00 3TOM, OH PEIIWJI, YTO BCE JIEI0 B TOM, YTO OH MOJUJCS 3a
cyacTtbe mmreparopa. biaaro umneparopa — Onaro Bcedt umnepuu. MeHHO
MIOATOMY OH BJIOXKHJI BCE CBOM YyBCTBa B TOM OOpaIlleHUH K OoraM.

3aKOHYMB TECHb, XPAMOBHHUK TEPEBEPHYJ TECOYHBIC Yachl U 3aMmep.
OH, Kak ¥ BCE OCTaJbHBbIC >XJajl Kakoro-HuOyas 3HameHus. Ecnu Oorum
MIPOTUB 3TON CBaJLOBI, TO OHU O0SI3aTEIBHO NAayT 3HaK. M1 UM 1j1st 3TOTO
JTOJKHO XBATUTh OJHOW MUHYTHI.

Jlrtonomu w B Xpame W Ha IUIOMIAJU TIepe]] HUM 3aTaujid JIbIXaHHE.
[loBucna HampsikeHHass TUIOMHA. KakIpli OTCUMTHIBAN MPOLIEIIINE
CEKYH/Ibl, BpeMsI OT BPEMEHH OMIIAIbIBAACH MO CTOPOHAM, CJIIOBHO WA YTO-
HUOY/Ib HEOOBIYHOE, BHIOMBAIOIIEECS U3 IPUBBIYHOIO MOPSAKA BEILEH.

— boru OmaroBondT BaMm, — MPOU3HEC XPAMOBHUK, KOTAA TMOCIETHSS
necuynHka ynana. OH 00JEer4ieHHO BBIJIOXHYJ, MOCTapaBIIUCh ClENaTh 3TO
Kak MOXHO Oosiee He3ameTHO. — I[lodToMy BBl MOXETe OOMEHSThCS
OpauHbIMH OpacjaeTaMu.

B »TOT MOMEHT K HUM TNOJOIIENT HApPSAHO OJEThIM Manbuuk. OH
BBITJISIZIEN JJOHEIIB3sl TOPBIM U TIOBOJIbHBIM. Elile Obl, MOAHECTH UMIIEPATOPY
U ero CIyTHHUIle OpadHble OpacieThl OYeHb U OUYCHb MOYETHO. MHOTHE CeMbU
O0poJKCh 3a ATY BO3MOXKHOCTh. U He Bcerna 6oprOa Obla 3aKOHHOM.

B cBomx pykax MajgpuuK Jep)Kaj KpacHYH MOAYIICYKY, Ha KOTOPOWM
Jexana 3osotas jeHTta. Huka, yBunes ee, ynuBuiack. Pa3Be CBAILLICHHUK HE
CKaszajl, YTo OOMEHHMBaTbCs HaJ0 OpauHbiMu Opaciieramu? Torma mouemy
JeHTa?

Hecmorps Ha cBoe yauBinenune, Huka ModanvBo kaajna JalbHEUIINX
coObITui. K 3TOMy MOMEHTY BOJIHEHME HEMHOTO TPUTYMHIIOCH.

ITonxBatuB seHty, ParHap mnosepHyincs k Huke U HecCKoIbKUMHU
JIOBKMMH JBUKEHUAMH, OOMOTal €€ BOKPYr ux 3amsicTui. Kak Tonpko OH
yOpan pyKy, Ha JICHTE BCIIBIXHYJIM aJjible CUMBOJIbL. TKaHb pa3jieliniach
HaJ[BOE, a TOTOM Hauaja Bpalmarbcsi BOKpyT pyk. [locTenenHo U3 Hee cranu
dbopMupoBaThCS caMble HacTosiue Opacietsl, y Parnapa Oonee mupokuii, a
y Huku TOHKMIA, yKpalleHHBId YTOHUYEHHBIM Yy30poM. Bckope Bce ObLIO
3aKOH4YEHO. bpacneTsl, TOTHO 00XBAaTHB 3aMsACThs, B OyKBaJIbHOM CMBICIIE
CJIOBA OTIEYATAIUCH HAa KOXKE, CIIOBHO TOJBKO YTO CACITAHHBIC TATyUPOBKH.



Huka HenoBepumBO DIsiHYJIa Ha CBOKO PYKY, a IMOTOM OCTOPOKHO
KOCHyJIach Opaciera manbelieM. Hu Meramia, HU TKaHHU, TPOCTO TiajKas
KOXKa.

XpaMOBHUK, OIJISIZICB UX PYKH, YAOBIECTBOPEHHO KUBHYIL.

— OTHBIHE U TIOCJIE CMEPTH BBI OyAeTe UATH pyka 00 pyKy. boru stomy
CBUACTEIIN.

Crowno mocieIHEMY 3BYKM 3aTUXHYTb, KaK JIIOIA B 3ajie MPUHSIINCH
arIOUpPOBATh.

Korga oHm BeIIIM U3 Xpama, TO OCTAHOBWJIMCH Ha Kpbuiblie. Parnap
MOJIHSJT UX PYKU BBEPX, JaBas BCEM YBHJETh OpauHbie Opacinersl. [locrme
CEKYyHJHOW THUILIHHBI TJIONIA/Ib HAMOJHWIACH JIMKOBaHUE. B TOT k€ MOMEHT
THICSAYU OCTTOCHEXKHBIX MTHI] B3MBLUIH BBEPX.

Huxka npocneauna 3a HUMU B3IJISIZIOM, @ TIOTOM CYaCTJIMBO YJIbIOHY/IACh.

ITocne aToro OblIa HemoATask JOpora K cBseHHoMy o03epy. Korna Huka
yBHUJEIA €ro, TO 3acThlla B BoOcXulleHUH. O3epo HE 3ps Ha3bIBAIU
cBamieHHbBIM. OHO OyecTes0 Ha COJIHIIE, HAlMOMHHAs TPOMAJHBIN
JparolieHHbI KaMeHb. Bojga B HeM OblJla HACTOJIBKO MPO3PAavyHOM, YTO
Ka3aJ0Ch, €€ BOBCE HET.

Ilepen o3epom Obla co3/aHa IUIOMIAJKA, HAa KOTOPBIM IMapa MoOIJa
cMeHuTh 00MK. Cyas 1o BceMy, cAeiald ee CoBceM HeaaBHO. Huky sTo
cpasy 3auHTepecoBaiio. Koneuno, ona cripocuna y Parnapa.

— Jla, ee caenamd COBCEM HENABHO, — MNOATBEpAWI Aoraaku Huku
MMIIEPATOP.

— HenaBHo? — Huka uyts Haxmypwiace. — Ho mouemy? Pa3Be Tanen
JPAKOHOB — HE CBajieOHasT TpaTUIINs?

— Tpaguuusa, — Parnap kuBHYJI. — BOT TOJIBKO 10 HENABHETO BPEMEHU
HU OJlHA JEBYIIKAa HE MoOIlIa 00opayuBaThbcs JapakoHOM. HebOecHbIll TaHell
JPAaKOHOB — TOUTH 3a0bITas JpeBHss Tpaauius. [locie Toro, kak JIpakoHOB
HacTuIa 0ema, oHa OblJIa HEMHOTO U3MEHCHA.

— W xak xe?

— Buaums BoH Ty Oombinyro miargopmy? — ParHap KMBHYII B CTOPOHY
TPOMAJIHOIO IJIOTA, CTOAIIEr0 B OTAAJNCHUH. — [0 M3MEHEHHON Tpaaunuu,
cTosl Ha Oepery, mapbl OMBIBAJIM JIMIIO, a TIOTOM BCTalu Ha 1iatdopmy. Ero
OOBIYHO YMPABIISIA CaMble IOBEpeHHbIe nuila. BecraB Ha miardopmy, mapa
HayMHajla CBOM TaHEL, KOTOPBIA 3aKAHYMBAJICA B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJIA OHHU
IpUYaIuBajId K Jpyromy Oepery. TaHel Ha CIOKOWHOM BOJIE CUMBOJIU3UPYET



COBMECTHYIO KU3Hb. CUMTAETCS, UTO Y€M CIIOKOMHEe BOja, TEM CHACTIIMBEE
OyzieT )KU3Hb.

— W MbI HE OyZieM Tak TaHIEBATh?

— A TbI X0uems? — Parnap nocmorpen Ha Huky ¢ uHTEpECOM.

Huka B cBOro ouepenp momsiena HAa CIOKOMHYK) W TJIAJIKYIO
MIOBEPXHOCTH 03€pa.

— S nymaro, YTO 9TO KpacuBas TpaJauiys, — CKa3zajla OHa,
YABIOHYBIIKC.

— Torma, Mbl Oy/1eM TaHIICBaTh.

Parnap omsaencs, cpa3y HaTbIKasCh B3DISIAOM Ha  CTOSIIIETO
Henoganeky Kpuana. [Togo3BaB ero, oH OBICTPO MOSICHUJI, YTO OHU BCE-TaKU
OynyT TaHieBaTh Ha tuiarpopme. KpuaH TOHSATIMBO KUBHYI M TYT XK€
HarpaBwics K Apacy. HauanbHUK CTpa)ku ObUT B ATOT JICHb /10 HEMPUIUYHUS
MOJYQJIMBBIM M COCpeloTOYeHHBIM. OH Aaxke HE AyMasl OpocaThCs CBOUMH
OOBIYHBIMM IIIYTKaMH, OIAcasiCb MCHOPTUTH CIyYalHO MpPa3THUK CBOETO
TTOBEJTUTEIIS.

— CHavazna Mbl IPOIUIBIBEM 1O 03€py, — npousHec Parnap. — Kto 3Haer,
KaK MOXET M3MEHHUThCS Torojaa B cieayromui 4dac. [loka Boga cnokonHa,
HaM OyJeT MpoIrie.

Huka Ha »3TO KHBHYJa, HEeMHOro HepBHHUYas. [loHawany Tpaguuus
MoKasajgach €M O4eHb POMAHTHYHOM, HO BCKOPE OHAa Hayajia MaHUKOBATh.
Bcé-taku TaH1eBaTh Ha IUIBIBYIICH TiargopMe HE TO K€ caMoe, YTO Ha
3emile. 371eCh BaXKHO HE TOJIbKO YMEHHME XOPOIIO TaHIEBaTh, HO U TO, Kak
OynyT ympaBiath TuiarGopMoit apyrue jgroau. B 3Tom ToXe OBLT HEKUU
TalHBIA CMBIC. YTO-TO Bpojie: OyMyT Jik OJM3KHUE JTIFOIHU OMOPON 1 TTOMOIIIBIO
B JaJbHEUINEH >KU3HU, MOXKHO JIM HAa HUX TOJIOKUTHCS WIM K€ OHU OymayT
TOJILKO MEIIATh.

[Tnardopmoii ynpasinsnu Tonbko Kpuan u Apac. Hukomy 0osee Takyro
OTBETCTBEHHYIO paboty Parmap He poepwia. M mycTh MyKuuHaMm ObLIO
JIOBOJIBHO CJIO)KHO, HO HU OJMH W3 HHUX HE IOXKAJOBAICS, BHYTPECHHEE
TOpJsICh TEM, YTO UMEHHO OHU BHIOpAaHBI UMIIEPATOPOM.

Crouno mape B30WTH Ha IUar@opMy, Kak, Ka3ajoch Obl, W Tak
CIIOKOMHAsT BOJa cTajia emie crnokouHee. Jlaxxe Berep wucues. Jlomau
MOMEHTAJIbHO OOpaTW/IM Ha 3TO BHMMaHUs, HadaB oOcyxaarb 3To. Kro-To
UCITyTaHHO YTBEPXKJaJl, UTO Takoe ObIBaeT TOJBKO Tepen Oypei. A apyrue
BUJIEJIN B DTOM 0c000€ OarocioBeHre OOros.



Bckope nronu Bce-Taku yCIOKOWJIUCH, TPHUBIICYECHHBIE YIUBUTEIBHO
FapMOHWYHBIM TaHUOEM. Bce wMomuya cMmoOTpenu, Kak HMIIeparop, He
OTpPBIBASICh, CMOTPUT B IVla3a CBOEH JKEHE, KpyXka €€ Npu OBTOM IO
margopme. [lomynpospaynas Hakuka HUKM pu 3TOM KpacuBO OKYThIBAJIA
WX, CO3/1aBasi WJUIIO3MIO, CJIOBHO OHU 00a 3alyTajuch B OETOCHEKHOM
TyMaHe. OJTO BBIIVISAJENO KAaK KaKOe-TO CKa304YHOe BuUJcHHE. MHorue
MOAYMAJIM, UTO HUKOI/IA PAHbIIIE HE BUJIEJIM HACTOJIBKO KPACUBOTO TAHIIA.

B xoneunom urore, miardopma 061aromnonydHo jgo0panach J0 JAPYroro
Oepera, a 3aTeM CIIOKOITHO BepHyaack. Korja mapa crynuia Ha O6eper, ux TyT
7K€ TPOMKO IMONPHUBETCTBOBAIH.

Ho 310 OBLIO €111 HE BCE.

ITocne Ttoro, kak Huka ¢ ParHapom BepHynmuCh, OHM JOLUIM JI0
MOATOTOBJICHHOM TUIOIIaAKU. Jltonu cpasy 3ataunu apixanue. Ciiyxud o TOM,
YTO HEBECTa (a HBIHE JKEHa) UMIIepaTopa MOXKET MEHATh OOJHMK, TaBHO YK€
oOJeTeNn BCIO MMIIEPUIO, U HE TOJIBKO OTHEHHYI0. IMEHHO MO3TOMY Bce
cerlyac C HETEPHEHUEM U TPENETOM OXHUAAIU NMpoaokeHus. M xoTenoch
y3HarTh: MPaB/ia Jiy 3TO.

Korma Ha wmecre Hukum BO3HUK O€IOCHEXKHBIN JpakoH, JIFOAU
BOCXUIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIU. MHOTHE U NMPEJCTABUTH Ce0e HE MOIVIU, YTO BCE
ATH CJIyXW OKaXYyTCS CaMOW Hactosimen mnpaaou. [locne mepBoro mioka
BCEX 3aXBaTUIO J000MNBITCTBO? benblit npakon? Kak Takoe Bo3moxxkHO? UTO
31O 3a npakoH? Kakue y Hee cuibi?

He oOpamas Buumanus Ha mtonedd, Huka ¢ Parnapom oxkyHymuch B
03€po, a IOTOM B3JIETEJIU BBEPX, 3aIMYTABIINCH B CBOEM OpauyHOM TaHie. OHH
B3MBIBAJIM BCE BBIIIE W BBIIIE, CJIOBHO CTPEMWIMCh KaK MOXKHO CKOpEe
OCTaBUTh OPEHHYIO 3€MJIIO U OCTAThCS TOJBKO BIBOEM.

B kakon-to moment Parnap 3apesen. Huka, cama HE MOHMMAsA, 4TO
JIETIAET, BTOPUJIA EMY.

JIronu BHUBY cTOsUIH, MOAHSB rojoBy. Koraa ¢ Heba 10 HUX JOHECCS peB
JIPAaKOHOB, TO BCE€ OHM ONIYTWIM, KAaK HX Tejla OXBAaTbIBACT JIPOXKb
BocxullieHusl. OHM 3aMepiu, a 4epe3 CeKyHAY BO3JIMKOBaiu. [louemy-To um
M0Ka3aJioCh, UTO ATOT 3BYK HECET B cebe OJ1aroii 3Hax.

[Tocne »Toro ObUT YTOMUTENBHBIM Oall, ¢ KOTOPOro MoJjojas mapa
cOexasia, Kak TOJbKO cMoria. HUKTO He cTanm ux 3a7ep>KUBaTh, TOJHKO
NPOBOAWIM TOHUMAIOMIMMHU B3DISIAAMU W OPOJOJDKWIM  HACIAXKIaThCs
Mpa3IHUKOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE KaXKIbld BEIb JEHb HX HMIIEPATOP
xeHutcs. [opoxg mox ropod ObLT comuaapeH C TocTsMu 3amka. Jlronu



MAPOBAJIA, BOCXBAJSAA MYAPOCTh IMPABUTENS W BOCXHILASICH MPEKPACHBIM,
HE3EMHBIM OOJIMKOM uMIieparpuilbl. Ciiyxu 0 TOM, Kak KpacuBa M HEXHa
’KE€HA OTHEHHOTO BJIACTUTENSI BCKOPE 00JieTeNla BECh CBET, BbI3BAB Y MHOT'MX
JIFOZIEN U IPAKOHOB CIEPAKAHHBIM MHTEPEC.

— Ot Hac Oonblie HUYEro He Tpedyercs? — cnpocwia Huka, cHumas
BEPXHIOKO MOJYNPO3paYHyr0 HakuAKy. Ha camoM gene oHa omyniana JIUKoOe
CMYUIEHHE U KAIUIK0 NPEABKYIICHUS, MO3TOMY pEIInja, 4TO HEHOJTUU
pa3roBOp HE MOMEIIIAET.

— 3aBTpa MOKEM HE€ BBIXOJUTH W3 MOKoeB. [locie3aBTpa mokaxxkemcs: Ha
NATh MUHYT B TPOHHOM 3aji€, M JOCTaTOYHO, — MPOU3HEC HUMIIepaTop, a
noTtoM marnyn k Huke u o0Hs1 ee 3a Tanuio.

Huka momeHTanbHO 3acThuia B €ro pykax. [logHsB rosioBy, oHa 4yTb
3aCTEHYMBO YJIBIOHYJIACh. B3misi umneparopa MrHOBEHHO OITYCTUJICSA Ha €€
ryOBbl.

— Hano nomeIThCs, — cka3aia Huka.

Parnap cnerka Harsyscst u mpoBeJl HOCOM 10 €€ IIe€, ITyMHO BTSTUBas
BO3MyX.

— He Hanmo, — ero cnoBa mpo3Bydaiu DIyX0. — MHE HpaBUTCA TBOMU
3arax.

Cka3zaB 3TO, OH 3aXBaTUJI B IUIEH ee ryobl. [lorenyit 3 HEKHOTO BCKOpe
npeBpatwics B Oe3ymHbid. Mmmeparop Tep3an ee, CIOBHO IKelal
3aKJIEUMUTh HaBEeKU. Ero pyku XaoTMYHO JBUTAINCH [0 €€ Tely,
MOCTENICHHO CphIBasi C Hee oAexkay. Huka Obuta HACTONBKO OIIEIOMIICHA
HaIoOpoM, YTO BCKOPE COBCEM 3a0bLIach, MO3BOJISAS JI€JIaTh C COOOM BCe, UTO
yronHo. Ee ronoBa HamoigHWiach TYyMaHOM, a TEJIO IYJIbCUPYIOIIHNM,
BOJIHUTENIbHBIM >KapoOM, KOTOpBIM 3acTaBisul ee apoxarb. OHa cama He
3ameydalna, Kak U3 ropjia BbIPbIBAIOTCS CTOHBI, CBOJSIIAE UMIIEPATOPA C YMA.

Korma onm ynanm Ha xpoBarb, Huka Ha KOpOTKMI MHUI BEpPHYJACH K
peanbHOCTH. DTOTO € XBaTWIIO, YTOObI MOHSITH: OACXKIbl HA HUX YXKE HET.
CTBLIIMBOCTB KapoOM omaiuia IIEKH, BOT TOJbKO BCKOPE MOLEIYU U JIACKU
UMIIepaTopa 3aCTaBUIIU €€ CHOBA 3a0bITh 000 BCEM.

Ona omymana ce0si Takoll OTKPBITOM, KakoWl He Oblla HUKOTJA JI0
storo. C HeKoTOpbIM yauBiIeHHeM Hwuka mnoHsina, 4yTo €M 3TO HPABUTCH.
HpaBurcs, uyBcTBOBarh Bec Tena Parnapa, kap ero pyk, ry0 u ero
JIMIIAIONIMY BOJIU 3arax.

Korga Parnap Hadan octopoxHo BxoauTh, Huka 3amepna. Co3HaHue
BEpHYJIOCh K HEW, 3actaBuB oreneHeTb. OHa 1TIyOOKO BIOXHYIA,



MPUTOTABIUBAACH K HEU30EKHOMY.

— JlaBaii, — MONPOCHIJIA OHA U B TOT K€ MUI OLIYTWJIA MPOH3UTEIBHYIO
00J1b.

Kaxercs, oHa xoTena 3akpuyarb, HO BMECTO ITOT0 pACHaxHyJla BMUT
3aclIe3UBIIMECS IJla3a W paclaxHylia B O€33ByYHOM KpUKE POT. XOTEJIOCh
OTMOJI3TH, HO CWIbHBIE PYKH AE€p:Kaiau, HE JaBas CAeNarb HU E€AUHOTO
JIBU>KCHUS.

Bckope ©Oonp mpomnuia, m Hwuka BbIIOXHYNA, OIIyIas, Kak TeJo
pacciabnsercs.

— Bce xopoo, — xpuruio npousHec Paruap.

Huka oOpatmna Ha Hero BHUMaHuA. OH CMOTpeNl Ha HEE JHKUM,
rOJOJHBIM B3MIsAOM. Ero teno gpoxano. Kazanoch, OH UX MOCIEAHUX CHUI
YIAEP>KUBAET CBOE CO3HAHME Ha IJIABY.

OTOT B3MIA 3aBopaxkuBasl. Huka paspemaronie KuBHyna, HaOmIoaas 3a
TeM, KaK B [Ja3ax HMIeEparopa TMOJBIXHYJIO OOJIETYEHUEM U
MPEABKYIICHUEM.

Parnap orcrpanuiics v moBTOpUI ABUAKEHUE. Bob pa3MbUIach, CIIOBHO
pacTBOPUBILIKCH B TEJE. A MOTOM €€ 3aTMUJIO CTPAaHHOE yI0BOJIbCTBUE. Huka
€1Ba HE MOTEPsIIach B ’TOM HEMOHATHOM ollyleHnd. OHa HUKaK HE MOIJia
CKa3aTh, OTYEro €i Tak xopomo. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJla MajellIee JBHXCHUE.
VYnoBiIeTBOPEHHO 3acToHaB, Huka cxBarwiach 3a IUIEUM HUMIIEpAaTopa U
HEOCO3HAHHO LapanHylia Koxy. Jlerkas OoJib TONBKO €II€ CHIIbHEE
noacternyna Parnapa. OcrtaBuiasica Kamisi pa3yMa [OKHHYyJIa — €ro,
CMEHUBIIIUCH 3BEPUHON KAKIOH.

Huxka metanach, a Parnap aepskan ee B Kpenkux oObATHUSIX, HE OTPhIBas
IIPU 3TOM TOPSIIETO B3MIAAA OT €€ Jula. EMy HpaBUIOCH BUJETh €€ TaKOM.
OH XxoTen 3ameyarsieTh B MaMSITH TO, KaK OHA JOCTUTHET IHKa, a MOTOM
PYXHET BHU3, yBJIEKas €ro 3a COOOM.

Korga mpykvHa B >KMBOTE€ BHE3AIHO pacnpsiMuiiack, mup st Huku
MCYE3 32 OCIICNUTEIbHOW BCHBIMIKOW. OHA ¢ KPUKOM IPOTHYNACh B CIIMHE,
BIMBA’ACh HOITAMU B IUIEYM HMIEPATOpa. YIOBOJIbCTBUE BOJIHAMHU
npokarwioch 1o Texy. OHa HE oOmylagsa HHA HENPEeKpaularollnuXxcs
JNBW>KCHUW, HU TOLETYEB-YKYCOB, HU YCUJIUBIIEHCS XBAaTKU, HU 3BEPUHOTO
phIKa.

B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE€ 3aKOHUWIOCh. ParHap pyxHyl BHUS3,
MOCTapaBIIMCh TMpu 3TOM He 3anerb Hwuky. Cama HOBoOMCIIEYEHHAsS



UMIIepaTpUIla MO JUIIb THUXO JbIIIATh, OE3yMHBIM B3IJISIIOM CMOTpPS Ha
notonok. OHa HUKAK HE MOIJIa IPUUTH B ceOsl.

B 3Ty HOUB UMIIEpaTOpCKas yera eme A0JAro He Momia YCHYThb. CIOBHO
JIOpBaBIIUECS 1O BOJAbI MMyTHUKU OHM CHOBAa M CHOBA Majaid B OOBSATUA
BIPYT Apyra.

U TonbKo ¢ pacCBETOM YCHYIIH, HE pa3pbIBas MPU 3TOM OObSITHH.

***HeCKoabKO JEeT CITyCTs ™ **

Tumaa naBuia. ParHap pemwi: eciv 4epe3 MUHYTY JBEpb HE
OTKPOETCS, TO OH CaM BOPBETCSI B KOMHATYy U BCE Y3HAET.

JlocuntaB 10 MATUAECATH, OH y>KE IIArHYJI B CTOPOHY BXO/Ia B KOMHATY,
KAaK B 3TOT MOMEHT JIBEPb OTKPbUIACH U U3 KOMHAThI BBIILIA OLICIOMJICHHAS
YEM-TO ITIOBUTYXa.

Haiing umneparopa B3MIAI0M, OHA MOAOILIA ONMXKE U BIENUIACh B €T0
OLIEK Y.

— JleBouka, — mpollenTtaia oHa Tak, OyaTO caMma He J0 KOHIAa BEpHJIia B
CBOH CJIOBA. — Y BacC J€BOYKa, Ballle BEIINYECTBO.

Korna o ero cozHanust 1onuio, 4T0 MMEHHO CKa3alia MOBUTYXa, ParHap
nokauHyscsi. CTpsIXHYB ¢ ce0si Uy>Kue PyKH, OH TMOJIOIIEN K CTEHE U Onepcst
Ha Hee, mepexuaas WOKoBoe coctosiHue. [lapy cekyHa crycTss OH TpOMKO
paccmestiics.

— JleBouka, — mpousHec OH. B ero rosoce ciblmanach HOTKA
HEYBEPEHHOCTH U BocxuileHus. — JleBouka!

O6opBaB cMmeX, OH MOACKOYMIT K JBEpH U pacnaxHyn ee. Ctomio emy
BOWTH B KOMHATy, KaKk €ro B3IV TYT K€ yhaj Ha JICKal[yl0 Ha KpOBaTH
Huxky. C TeMHBIMH KpyraMu IOJ IJIa3aMH, TYCKJIBIMU BOJIOCAMU U CIIMUIIKOM
OeJIol KOXKeH, OHa BBIMVIS/IeNIa YCTaBILIEeH, HO MPU 3TOM JIOHEJIb3s JIOBOJIBHOM.
B 3T0T camblil MOMEHT OHa Jiep>kajia HeOOIbIION CBEPTOK HA PyKax.

— Parnap, — mpoirenrtana OHa CHUIUIBIM TOJIOCOM. — Y Hac JEBOYKa,
MPEACTAaBIISIEIb ?

Kazanoce, Parnap mnepemecTuicsi, HacTOJIBKO OBICTPO OH OKa3zajics
panoM. HeyBepeHHO mepecTynuB C HOTH HAa HOTY, OH CEJl PSAOM, a IOTOM
OITYCTWJI B3IVIsi/] HA peOeHKa.

B TOT € MOMEHT OH MOHSJ, YTO €ro J04b caMas KpaCMBOE U MHJIOE
CO3JIaHME, KOTOPOE TOJIBKO MOIJIO CYUIECTBOBAaTb BO BCEX HU3BECTHBIX U
HEU3BECTHBIX MUPAX.

OHa Kazajmach €My HACTOJIbKO MAaJE€HbKOM W XpYIKOM, 4TO OH HE
OCMEJIUBAJICA B35Th €€ B PyKH. Mor TOJIBKO CMOTpPETh U OJarogaputh TOT



JIeHb, Korja HeOecHass wuMIlepust oOpaTuja Ha HEro CBOW  B30D,
MPEAHAMEPEHHO BBESI HEMTPABUIIBHBIE KOOPIUHATBHI.

— Kak MbI ee HazoBem? — ciipocuina Huxka.

— MunaHnuka, — TyT ke 0To3Bajcsa Paruap.

— Munanuka? — Huka tixo 3acmesinace. — To ects nmubo Muja, 1160
Toxke Huka?

— Muna.

— Xopo11o, — COrIacuiiach OHa.

B »TOT MOMEHT JBEph CHOBa OTKpbLIACh, U HA IOPOre IMOKAa3aJcs
MaJIeHbKUH MaJbuuK, KOTOPOMY OBLIO OT CHUIBI JIET IISITh.

— Mama? — BOnpOCHTENBHO MO3Bal OH, XMYPO IJIsAIsI HA pOAUTENEH. — A
yTo y Bac TyT? a4 Kpuan ckazan, 4T0O MHE MOKHO BOWTH.

— OBimuHr? Mnm croga, MO3HAKOMBCS CO CBOEM CECTpOM, — CKazajia
Huxka, yka3piBas CBOEMY ChIHY Ha APYT'YIO0 CTOPOHY KPOBATH.

VYcenblas ee clioBa, MaJIbuMK TOPOIUIMBO J100€kal 10 KpOBaTH, a MOTOM
JoBKO 3a0pancs Ha Hee. llocie 3TOro OH 4yTh ONACIMBO MOIVISJAET Ha
CBEPTOK B pyKax marepu. YBUAEB peOEHKAa, OH HEJAOYMEHHO IJISHYJI Ha
CBOET0, Ka3aj0Ch Obl, 3aBOPOKEHHOTO OTIIA.

— Mawm, a nouemy oHa Takas? — CIIPOCUJI MaJIbYUK, CMOTPS Ha KPaCHYIO
MOPJIAIIKy PEOCHKA.

Hwuka cHOBa THXO paccMmesinach.

— ThI KOTIa POSIUIICS, TOXKE TAKUM OBLI.

— IIpaBaa? — cepble T1a3a MaJbuiKa BOTIPOCHUTEIIBHO OJIECHYIIH.

— Koneuno, — Huka BaxHO KMBHYA.

— A-a-a, Hy TOrga JIaJHO, — PEOCHOK MOBTOPWJ JBWXKEHHUE 32
Matepblo. — S Oyny ee 3amumarh, — BAXKHO MPOU3HEC OH. — MOXKHO?

— MoxHno, — Huka ynelOHynach ChiHY, @ MOTOM MPOTSHYJa PYKy M
MOITIaUIa €ro Mo rojoBe.

Kpuan, crosmuii Bce 3TO BpeMsi Ha BXOJE, 3aKpbLI JIBEPb, OCTABIISSA
CUACTIINBYIO CEMbIO0 HaenuHe. l[IpukazaB cTpaxxe HUKOTO HE BITYCKaTh B
KOMHAThl, OH TOTOPOMWICS B CBOK Jiaboparoputo. Ero »xmama pabora,
KOTOpasi, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, TPUHECET JPAKOHAM HOBYIO HAJICHKTY.



IMUJIOT

Kpuan, npomomxuBuIvii MCCIENOBAaHUS TPETHETO MUMIIEpAaTOpa, B
CKOpOM BPEMEHH HAIlle]l JIEKAPCTBO, KOTOPOE IMOMOIVIO JpakOHaM C HX
npobnemamu. Bosbiyro poss B 3ToM ceirpana KpoBb Huku. [Tocie Toro, kak
JIEKapCTBO OBLIO OTKPBITO, Y MHOTMX JAPAKOHBUX Map POJUIUCH JI€BOYKHU.
Becp mMup nukoBaj, BO3HOCS K CaMbIM HeOecaM OTHEHHOrO0 WMIIEpaTopa,
nMneparpunyy 1 Kpnana.

[Tocne Toro, kak jexkapcTBO ObUIO BBeIEeHO Parnapy, To ero BTOpou
o0nuk u3meHuncs. Kazanock, 4epHbIil [IBET CMeIIAJCA C aJibIM 1IBETOM, a
TPEIIMHBl TOJHOCThIO Mponanu. Ero rpomMajgHoe W MOLIHOE TENO ObUIO
CIIOBHO O0BATO TeMHbIM OrHeM. KpuaH mpennoyiokusi, 4yTo TPEIIWHbI Ha
Teje UMIiepaTopa ObUIM CIEeJICTBUEM 3arpsi3HeHus. ViMmeparop cran TeMHO-
KpPaCHBIM, IIBET IMOXOIWJI Ha 3aEKITYIOCS KPOBb.

3a cBoto xku3Hb Kpuan pa3pabortas rpoMaHOE KOJIHMUYECTBO PA3IUYHBIX
3aknuHaHuid. OIHO W3 HUX — KJsATBa BepHOCTH. [lociie mosBiIeHUS 3TOro
3aKJIMHAHMS MIMHAOHAX CTall MOMPOCTY HEBO3MOXEH. 3aKylucHas OopbOa
yllla B MNpoOIUIoe. 3aMOK NpPaBUTENSl CTal OJHUM M3 caMbIX O€30MacHBIX
MECT BO BCEM MHUPE.

Kpome Toro Kpman OTKppuU1 TaliHy CMEpPTH TPETBETO HMIEpaTopa.
Oxkaszanocp, 4TO OH yMEpP OT CBOMX XK€ JKCIEpUMEHTOB. OH mbITANICA
OYHCTHUTH CBOKO KPOBb, HO HE MPEYCHEN U TUXO CKOHYAJICS OAHaXIbl. Eciam
Obl He Huka, To BroiaHe BO3MOXXHO, YTO HUKTO U HUKOIJIA HE y3HAJI Obl, KaK U
OTYErO OH yMeEp.

Cam Kpuan XKeHWICS OY€Hb MO3JHO, 1a M TO TOJBKO IOCIE JTOJITUX
pPa3roBOPOB CO CBOMM JIBOIOPOJIHBIM OparoMm. Mar cuMrall, 4To *eHa U JeTU
OyolyT OTHUMaTb Yy HEro BpeMs, KOTOpPOE€ OH MOTI TMOTpaTUTh Ha
uccnenoBanus. OIHaXIbI, AEpKa HA pyKax HOBOPOXIEHHYIO 104b, Kpuan
oT Bcell aymm nobnarogapun Parnapa n Huky. B ToT MOMeHT Ha ero miazax
BUJIHENUCH clie3bl. [IpaBaa, B ciaeayromuil MUT OH OTBEPHYJICS, A€iasl BU/L,
YTO HUYETO MOJA0OHOTO He OBLIO.

Kpyr, B30opBaHHBII KOTJIa-TO TPETHbUM HEOECHBIM MPUHIEM, TOUYWHUIIU.
B TOT MOMEHT MHOTHE HCHBITHIBAIN MPEABKYLICHHS, HANESACh, YTO CMOTYT
OTbICKaTh MUP HuUKM M BBITAlUTH W3 HETO JIEB C OUYUILECHHON KPOBBIO H
BO3MOYKHOCTBIO 000paYMBaThCsl APAKOHOM. BOT TONBKO BCKOpE HX KAAJIO
CHWJIBHOE pazouapoBanue. Mup nponait. B npsmMoM cMBICIIE 3TOTO CI0Ba.



Kpuan odenb ObICTpO MOHsI, B 4yeM npuurHa. Okazanoch, MUp, W3
kotoporo npunuia Huka, oTHocwiics k maBaronmM mupaMm. Ha camom nene
OHM HE€ IUIaBAJIM B MPSIMOM CMBICIE 3TOrO CJOBa, a Kak Obl MpbITAIA B
npocTtpaHcTBe. CeroiHs OH B OJJHOM MECTe, 3aBTpa B JAPYyroM. Y HUX ObLia
CBOSL TPAEKTOPUS, IO KOTOPOW OHU JIBUTAIUCh, HO HUKTO HE MOXET 3HATh,
HACKOJIBKO OHa Oouibliiasi. Mup MOXET MOSBUTHCS B U3BECTHOW UM TOYKE B
11000€ BpeMsl.

Punecapa Huka Oonbllie HUKOIIa HEe BUela. Brpouem, mo oropopkam
CBOETO MY»a, OHA MOHsJIA, YTO TPETUM NPHUHI] MOCJIE BCEHM TOW HCTOPHUU
IIPOKUII HELOJITO.

Bropoii npunHI HeGeCcHOM UMIIEPUN JKEHUJICS TOTBKO CITYCTSI HECKOIBKO
necstunernii. K ToMy MOMEHTY B MUpPE APAKOHOB YK€ IMOAPOCIH JIEBOUYKHU.
Parnap ¢ Huxoil npucyTcTBOBaiM Ha €ro cBajpOe. Huke Torma mokasanocs,
YTO JKEHUTHCS AsIMap COBCEM HE XOYET, Aejas 3TO IMOTOMY, YTO OT HETO
XKIOyT HacneaHuka. [locae Toro, Kak y HeOeCHOU Mmapbl poAWIICS HACIEIHUK,
uMIiepaTop Heba mepecTal nocenarb MOKou uMIepaTpuilsl. B mupe xoamino
MHOTO CJTyX0OB, HO Huka ctapanacs He oOpamiarh Ha HUX BHUMaHus. B xoHiie
KOHIIOB, €€ MaJl0 HHTEPECOBAJIO TO, YTO TBOPUJIIOCH B CITAJIbHE Almapa.

Tuxast BOMHA C BOJHOM UMIIEPUEU TTPOJOIAKAIACH €IIE NOJITUE U TOJITHE
rozbl. B KoHIIE KOHILIOB, OTOHb M BOJa BCeraa HepomooauBamu apyr apyra. K
TOMy e, ParHap HMKak HE MOr MOpPOCTUTh UM TNOKymeHuss Ha Huky.
BrnpoueM, BOMHAa HHMKOTJa HE BBIXOAWJIA 3a paMKu. Bce moHuManu, 4To
CEephe3HOM OWUTBOW MOTYT BOCIOJIB30BAaThCS Apyrue ummepuu. Hukomy He
XOTEJIOCh OCJIa0IATh CBOIO CTpPaHy, BBS3BIBASICh B IOJTHOMACIITAOHBIE
CpaXXEHUs.

B mupe nonrue cronetuss XpaHWICA XPYINKUH OallaHC, KOTOpBIA B
11000l MOMEHT MOT OBITh HapylleH. /[pakoHbl MOHUMAJIA 3TO U CTAPAIUCH
He Hapymarb ero. [lozxke, korma y OpakOHOB Hayajdud POXKIATHCS JIETH,
Hecylue B cebe BCE YEThIpEe CTUXHUM, TPAHULIBI UMIIEPUNA CTaIX HEMHOIO
paspymarcs. Ho 10 KOHIIa OHM Tak ¥ HE PYXHYJIH.

B KakoW-T0O MOMEHT ApPAaKkOHbl YHYCTWIIA W3 BUIY JIOAEH, KOTOPbIE
O4YeHb OBICTPO HadaJId pPa3BUBaTh CBOW MUBWIM3aIuio. Korga kpeuiareie
CO3/laHus OOpaTWIM Ha HUX BHHMMaHHE, TO ObUIO yxe mo3aHo. Jloaw,
0e3ylep>KHbIE B CBOEM CTPEMJICHUU B3STh BBEPX, PEUIUIIN 3a0paTh BIACTh U3
pyk npakoHoB. OHU TMBITATUCHh YOEAWTh JIIOACH, YTO BOWHA Pa3pyIIUT HX
MHP, HO KOPOTKOKMBYII[Asl paca HE CIyLIAIA UX.



JlpeBHME coO3maHUs TOHUMAJIM, YTO BOMHA — KOHEL UISI Mupa.
Cy1iecTBOBall0 HECKOJBKO BAapHAHTOB, CIIOCOOHBIX PEIIUTh HAa3PEBIIYIO
npoOnemy.

ITepBbIli — mokopUThCs MOAAM. JIpakoHbI cpa3dy OTBEpIIH ero. [opasie
neTh Heba HE MOIVIM MPEJICTaBUTh cebe, 4YTO OHMU OyayT IMOj KOTO-TO
nporubarbcsa. KoHEUHO, OHM TpHU3HABAIM TajlaHThl  JIIOJEH, OHU
BOCXUIIAINCH UX TBITJIIUBBIM U TUOKUM YMOM, HO JaXKe€ 3TO HE 3aCTaBUJIO UX
MOAYUHUTHCS.

Btopoit — BcTynuth B BOWHY. DTOT BapHaHT TakK k€ ObUI OTBEPTHYT.
Ecnu B nmemo BCTYmWT JpakoHbS Marus, TO OKpYXKawoIled cpene Oymaer
HAHECEH KOJOCCaJbHBINM yiepO. JlioOsmme mpupoabl APaKOHBI HE MOITIH
MMO3BOJIUTH ce0€e MOI00HOTO.

W TpeTuii — HOKUHYTh 3TOT MUP, OCTABUB €TI0 JIFOJISIM.

YeTpipe mpaBUTENS AOJITO CHOPWIHM, HO, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, IPUIUIM K
€IMHOMIACHOMY pElIeHUI0. BhICOKO B ropax cTapblil JaBHO 3a0bITBII Xpam
CHOBA YBHJIEJ TEM, KTO TOCTPOUJI €M0 MHOTHE THICSYENIETUS HA3a/I.

Bckope JnpakoHbl 4eTblpex HUMIEpuid NOKUHYAM wmup. Croumno
MOCIIEIHEMY MNPEACTABUTENIO MIATHYTh B KPYI, KAK CTApblid XpaMm PYyXHYIL,
norpe6as moa co0oi OHY M3 TaiH APAKOHOB.

— Hukro He 3HaeT, Kyga OHM YIUIM, — HPOU3HEC CTapUK, IMOUYTH
OeCIBETHBIMU T[Jla3aMU TS Ha H300paxkeHue mapsuero B Hebe
0eOCHEXXHOTO ApakoHa. — [OBOPSAT, cyliecTByeT MHOXECTBO MUPOB. OHHU
T7Ie-TO TaM, — OH TOAHSJI MaJiel] ¥ yKa3ajl uM Ha He0o.

Manpuuk JeT TPUHAAIMATA TOMOIIEN K TJIhI0e M MPOBEN MaIbIlaMHu TIO
KpacHBO HAPHWCOBAHHBIM, HO HEMHOI'O CTEPTBIM O€JIbIM MEPHSIM.

Pe3ko 00epHYBIIKCh, OH TOCMOTPEN Ha CUASIIYIO Ha KaMHE JEBOUKY.
OHna ynpIOHYNIach €My U OpOTsHYyAa pyKy. OTONAS OT KaMHS MOAPOCTOK, B3I
JIEBOYKY 3a pyKy. Ero cepble 1ma3a Ha KOPOTKMHA MUT U3MEHWIUCH. 3padOK
JIPOTHYJ, a IIOTOM BBITSHYJICS B 1Eb. [71a3a J€BOYKH, CIIOBHO OT3bIBASICh HA
3TO, TOXEe u3MEHUIUCh. OHU o00a TOPOIUIMBO MOPTHYJIM, a IIOTOM,
yOeIMBIIINCH, YTO BCE MPOIILIO, OOJIETYEHHO B3JIOXHYIIU.

— Iloranmyem? — chnpocun MalbuuK, HE oOOpaiass BHUMaHUS Ha
3aIpeMaBIIIETo Iea.

JleBouka Ha 3TO KMBHYJA, a MOTOM MOJIOKUJIA PYKH Ha IUIEYU TMapHS,
MO3BOJISISL €My ce0st OOHSTh.

[ToapocTku 3aKpyKUIUCH B TAHIIE.



3aapemMaBIIMM J€l, IPUOTKPBLI CTapble Iva3a U MNOMISAEC] HAa BHyKa U
ero noapyry. CpocoHbsl eMy MOKa3ajloCh, UTO OH BHJEJ, KaK 3a CIIMHAMH
JeTel KpyKarcsl B TaHLE JIBa JpaKkoOHA: OJUH OeJbli, TOXOXKUU Ha 3UMHIO)
BBIOTY, & JPYrodl TEMHO-KPACHBIM, OT OJHOTO BHJA KOTOpOro Opocaer B
JIPOXKb.

TpsiXHyB TOJIOBOM, CTapuK HaxMypuwics. B TOT ke MUTI BHUJICHHUE
paccesnock. OH 00JIErYeHHO B3OXHYI.

— Berxenena, Tao, mopa moMol, — NpPOM3HEC OH THXO, Oymaydu
YBEPEHHBIM, YTO JIETU €TI0 YCJbIIIAT.

[TogpocTkn TYyT K€ OCTAaHOBWIMCH. llogoinas, OHM NOAXBATUIU
KOP3WHBI C TpaBaMH, KOTOPbIE COOMPAIIH HA TOPE.

I'msnyB mocnenHuM pa3 Ha JAaBHO PA3pYLIEHHBIM 3aMOK, KOTOPBIW,
COINIACHO JPEBHUM JIETE€HJIaM KOTJA-TO IPUHAJICKAN JPAKOHAM, TPOMLA
HaIlpaBUJIach BHU3.

Crapuk men Bnepeau, a Aetd c3aau. [lepemisiHyBIIMCH, TOIPOCTKH
YABIOHYJIMCH U TIEPEIUIENH NalbIbl CBOU pyK. Eciiu ObI KTO-TO TOCMOTpEIT Ha
HUX ceiuac, TO yBHIel Obl, KaK 3a UX CIIMHAMU PACKPBIBAIOTCS MPU3pAYHbIE
JIPAKOHbU KPBUIbsSI — KPOBABO-KPACHBIE U OEIIOCHEXKHBIE.
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